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Monthly Prizes

with the second Extra Surprises Offer

Grand dreams can come tfrue.
Win a prize of a lifetime with the second Extra Surprises Offer

» Recharge your line with one Extra scratch card, 80 units, and enter the draw on Samsung Galaxy Duos Mobile Phones ,
and Plasma 43" TV Screens.

= Recharge your line with two Extra scratch cards, 80 units, and enter the draw on Samsung Galaxy Note3 and 100g Gold
Bars in addition to the previous prizes.
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X3 car, and all the above mentioned draws as well.

" This offer targets all prepaid subscribers as well as postpaid subscribers excluding corporate accounts.

= The first draw shall be conducted at the end of April, 2014.
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Houthis protest the removal of fuel
subsidies, war in Gaza

Story and photo by
Amal Al-Yarisi

SANA’A, Aug. 4—Thousands of
Houthi supporters gathered in the
capital Sana’a on Monday to protest
against the lifting of fuel subsidies
one week prior.

Answering  Abdulmalik  Al-
Houthi’s call on Sunday, protest-
ers from various areas gathered in
Sana’a on Monday to protest the re-
moval of fuel subsidies and to show
support for Gaza. On large banners
the name of the protest could be
read: “to support Gaza and reject
lifting the subsidies.”

The protest covered several
streets in Sana’a, including as Al-
Zira’a and Al-Zubari, as well as
Tahrir Square. A number of secu-
rity forces were deployed in those
streets and the surroundings of
government and diplomatic build-
ings. None of those forces inter-
fered with the protest, however.

Some helicopters were circling
the sky upon the start of the pro-
test.

“The people must move and show
their rejection of the corrupt gov-
ernment,” said Mohammad Ali Al-
Nihmi, one of the participants in
the protest. He added, “Yemenis
have been silent for too long about
injustice, but they will not be silent
about increasing prices because

they have become hungry, lacking
their daily bread.”

Al-Nihmi explained that the gov-
ernment’s actions demonstrate its
indifference toward the suffering of
Yemeni citizens, otherwise it would
have resorted to other options, such
as collecting taxes, in its attempt to
restore its budget.

“The effects of this decision will
not be felt by the officials who have
robbed the public treasury,” Al-Ni-
hmi criticized.

The protesters demanded the res-
ignation of the government, chant-
ing slogans against the subsidy cuts
as well as the Houthis’ well known
slogan, “death to America, death to
Israel, curse the Jews, victory to Is-
lam.”

Ruqaya Saeed, one of the pro-
testers, explained that the reason
she participated in this protest is
to support Gaza, which is bleeding
due to the Israeli bombardment.

“We are all one family and we all
suffer; the Palestinians suffer from
the Zionist occupation and we suf-
fer corruption, hunger, and pov-
erty.” In her opinion, “the govern-
ment has made things worse when
they lifted the subsidies.”

Saeed also announced that pro-
tests will continue until the govern-
ment meets the people’s demands.

Although several parties that are
unaffiliated with the Houthis have

participated in the protest, several
residents accused the protesters of
being Houthi and creating disor-
der.

Saleh Ahmed, a resident in
Sana’a, said that he did not partici-
pate in the protest because it was
organized by the Houthis, adding
that “the Houthis are trying to de-
stroy the country and I can not as-
sist them.”

“They are saboteurs and orga-
nized this protest only to convince
ordinary people to join them and
adopt their beliefs,” he added.

Ahmed said that he is against
selling fuel at the market price and
that he perceived a mass strike as
the lone solution.

Several Houthi gunmen joined
the protest, unimpeded by soldiers
located in military checkpoints
throughout the city.

While some Houthis argued that
these gunmen protected protest-
ers, others who participated in the
demonstration withdrew part way
through due to their presence.

Hani Al-Junaid, a member of the
Yemeni Socialist Party, said that
he left the demonstration after the
Houthis attended the protest with
their guns.

“We won't join this backward re-
ligious group and they will fall just
like the Islah Party,” he said.

“We decided to withdraw after
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Although several parties unaffiliated with the Houthis joined the demonstration, the clear presence of

Houthi posters and gunmen caused some to pull out part way through.

the Houthis came with their guns...
and raised sectarian slogans,” said
Al-Junaid.

The Yemeni government an-

nounced on July 30 that fuel will
be sold at the unsubsidized market
price, which is YR200 ($0.93) per
liter instead of the previous YR125

($0.58).

The subsidy cuts have resulted in
price hikes of transportation fees
and various products.

Alleged AQAP militants kill four, government
offensive feared in Hadramout

Bl Ali lIbrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Aug. 4—Four soldiers
were killed and 15 others wounded
early Monday in an attack allegedly
carried out by Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula (AQAP) on military
patrols in Hadramout, according to
security and local sources.

Bader Al-Shami, an officer of the
1st Military Command, said patrols
from the 3oth Armored Brigade
sustained two attacks on Monday
in Al-Qatan area, Hadramout, at
2:30 AM, adding that the attacks
left four soldiers dead and 15 others

wounded.

“We are in a state of emergency
to pursue the perpetrators who are
suspected of being affiliated with Al-
Qaeda because they spread widely
in the governorate nowadays,” said
Al-Shami.

This came hours after military
reinforcements from the governor-
ates of Lahj and Sana’a arrived in
Hadramout to try and stabilize the
security situation.

According to Al-Shami, AQAP is
spreading day by day in the gover-
norate and the authorities may car-
ry out a military campaign similar

to the thirty day offensive that took
place in Abyan and Shabwa gover-
norates in May, which left hundreds
of soldiers and militants dead.

Magsham told the Yemen Times
that in light of the spread of alleged
AQAP militants in the region, the
135th Brigade was transferred from
Lahj to Hadramout in addition to
two battalions from Sana’a.

“These preparations may aim to
carry out a mass campaign to clear
the governorate of Al-Qaeda af-
filiates but we don’t know yet,” he
added.

A source from President Hadi’s

Office, who spoke to the Yemen
Times on condition of anonymity,
said the military reinforcements
sent to Hadramout only aim to
strengthen the security in the gov-
ernorate.

Many residents fear that the re-
inforcements may be an indica-
tion that a new military offensive
against suspected AQAP members
and affiliates is nearing.

“We are afraid that there will be
clashes between the military and
Al-Qaeda affiliates. Clashes may
last for several months because
there are many Al-Qaeda affiliates

in Hadramout,” said Ahmed Saleh
Bin Shamlol, a resident in Had-
ramout.

Reflecting on the toll of the gov-
ernment’s recent offensive in Aby-

Fighting renews in Al-Jawf
hours after ceasefire signed

B Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Aug. 4—Clashes re-
newed early Sunday between the
Houthis and local Sunni tribesmen
in Al-Saqgia area of Al-Ghail dis-
trict in Al-Jawf governorate short-
ly after a ceasefire agreement was
reached by the Presidential Com-
mittee on Saturday.

The committee was supposed
to begin implementing the agree-
ment on Sunday but was hindered
by clashes that broke out earlier
that same day, according to Mo-
hammed Daraan, a member of the
committee.

“Clashes renewed due to misun-
derstanding between the tribes-
men but we don't know yet who
broke the agreement. We are try-
ing hard to reach a resolution,” he
said.

According to Daraan, the com-
mittee is unable to access areas
where fighting is ongoing because
tribesmen are preventing them
from doing so.

The committee, which was
formed by Defense Minister Mo-
hammed Nasser Ahmed at the or-
ders of President Hadi to resolve
the conflict in Al-Jawf, has been
working on the ceasefire in Al-Jawf
since July 19.

The two warring parties signed
the ceasefire agreement on Satur-
day. It requires both parties to re-
move barricades, evacuate newly-
created positions, exchange anyone
taken prisoner during fighting or
abducted in the past, and return
the bodies of the deceased.

The official document of the
ceasefire agreement was signed
by Ahmed Al-Hindi, on behalf of

the Houthis, and Saleh Al-Rossa,
on behalf of popular committees
formed by the Sunni tribesmen.

Although the Islah Party has no
official role in the signing of the
agreement, the Houthis continue
to accuse their opponents of being
affiliated with the party.

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
ber of the Houthis’ Political Office,
said, “in Al-Jawf we are fighting
the Islah Party, not tribesmen, and
all the [Houthi] fighters there are
from Al-Jawf.”

In contrast, Abdulhammed
Amer, the head of the Islah Party’s
branch in the governorate, said the
clashes are not between the Islah
Party and the Houthis, but between
the Houthis and local residents
who have formed popular commit-
tees to negotiate on their behalf.

According to Faisal Al-Aswad, a

local journalist in Al-Jawf gover-
norate, sporadic clashes occurred
throughout Sunday and were ongo-
ing as of Monday evening.

Fighting began between Houthis
and other groups in Al-Jawf gover-
norate in the middle of last month
and resulted in the killing of 30
people from both sides.

According to Amer, Houthi sup-
porters threw a grenade on one
of the roads, killing a citizen and
causing the breakout of clashes
directly after the agreement was
signed.

Al-Aswad indicated that the rea-
son for the breakout of the clashes
between the Houthis and other
groups is the absence of trust be-
tween the two parties, adding that
both parties will still be very cau-
tious even after signing the agree-
ment.
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Army clashes with unidentified saboteurs in Marib

H Madiha Al-Junaid

SANA'A, Aug. 4—Clashes be-
tween the military and saboteurs
broke out on Sunday morning in
Sarwah district, Marib governor-
ate, after they blew up the district’s
oil pipeline, leaving one soldier
and five criminals injured.

According to Abdurrahman Ee-
sah, a soldier from the 3rd Mili-
tary Command in Marib, the pipe-
line explosion, which happened on
Friday, was the result of machine
gun fire. “The saboteurs stayed
in the area for the next couple of
days to ensure there wouldn’t be
repairs on the pipeline, before be-
ing kicked out by the military,” he
said.

After the military took over the

area surrounding the blown up
pipeline, “it circulated the region
for security and then called in the
engineers, who finished repairing
the oil pipeline at approximately
11 AM on Sunday,” Eesah said.

Hussein Nassir, the deputy
manager of the Oil Office in Marib,
said, “the oil pipeline that was
sabotaged transports to Ras Eesa
[an oil terminal on Yemen’s west
coast] what amounts to 90,000
barrels.”

On Sunday, the Defense Min-
istry’s website said that for two
hours “the army clashed with the
saboteurs and bandits in Sarwah
markets and the neighboring hills”
until the saboteurs fled.

According to Eesah, the 3rd
Military Command’s campaign to

arrest the saboteurs, contained
sporadic fighting.

“They [the saboteurs] ran away
to nearby mountainous areas,
which explains why we can't find
them,” he explained.

Ongoing clashes moved from
the area the pipeline is located in
to adjacent residential neighbor-
hoods, leaving one woman and
two children dead. “Another five
residents and a soldier from the
312th Brigade were injured during
the clashes,” said Eesah.

The 3rd Military Command told
the Yemen Times that their own
sources reported the injury of five
saboteurs. It claims that the sabo-
teurs belong to the Al-Zayedi fam-
ily, which it says has fled to nearby
mountainous areas.

Some members of the Al-Zayedi
family used to be senior officials in
Marib governorate during Saleh’s
rule, including Nagi Al-Zayedi, the
former governor of Marib. Over
the last two years, the family has
been accused of similar acts of
sabotage by the government.

Oil pipelines in different gov-
ernorates in Yemen frequently
witness explosions and acts of
sabotage by armed tribesmen
and alleged AQAP militants who
want to pressure the government
to provide money, infrastructure,
or release imprisoned relatives.
In the last year alone, the Yemeni
government announced losses of
more than YR225 billion ($1.05
billion) as a result of damaged oil
pipelines.

Compensation denied to 2011 uprising victims,
Finance Ministry blamed

B Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Aug. 4—The 2011 Revo-
lutionary Victims Fund did not
follow through with its earlier an-
nouncement to begin handing out
monthly compensation at the end
of July, accusing the Finance Min-
istry of not providing the fund with
money and thereby failing to meet
President Hadi’s demand for com-
pensation repayments to start in
July.

“President Hadi gave explicit or-
ders to provide monthly payments
for us but we don’t know what hap-
pened. We have been waiting since
2011 and we are fed up,” said Ta-
lal Bin Rizq, the brother of Maher
Rizq who was killed during the
2011 uprising.

President Hadi issued a decree
in September 2013 ordering that
the victims of the 2011 uprising
be compensated through the 2011
Revolutionary Victims Fund, which
was established that same month.
The fund was to disperse monthly
stipends to those left severely dis-

abled and to the families of those
killed in both the 2011 uprising and
Southern Movement clashes.

Sarah Abdullah Hassan, head
of the 2011 Revolutionary Victims
Fund, told the Yemen Times in July
that at the beginning of the month
President Hadiordered the Finance
Ministry to begin compensation
payments in July. The Revolution-
ary Victims Fund subsequently an-
nounced it would begin handing
out monthly compensation at the
end of July.

“We were optimistic to hear
that we will get monthly payments
starting in July but nothing hap-
pened so far,” said Rizq.

Dozens of relatives of the vic-
tims of the 2011 uprising met in
Sana’a at the end of the month, ac-
cording to Rizq. They issued a let-
ter of complaint to the Ministry of
Finance and threatened to protest
in front of the 2011 Revolutionary
Victims Fund if they did not re-
ceive the compensation payments
promised by President Hadi within
two weeks, he added.

According to Rizq, each fam-
ily received YR1,000,000 ($4,655)
in compensation in 2012 but they
have not received any monthly
payments yet.

Hassan expressed her con-
cern that the new finance minis-
ter, Mohammed Zimam, will not
implement the president’s orders,
following the example set by his
predecessor Sakher Al-Wajeeh.

“No payments were made last
month for reasons unknown to us,
and we could not reach the Minis-
try of Finance, which is generally
very difficult to contact,” said Ali
Al-Shiry, an accountant for the
Revolutionary Victims Fund.

Hassan blames the Ministry of
Finance for not paying the month-
ly compensation to the victims’
families. “The president’s direc-
tive was very clear and the cause
of this problem is the Ministry of
Finance, not the fund,” she said.

“I contacted the minister of fi-
nance at the end of July about
this subject but he told me he is
busy, and so far he has remained

unavailable. But he promised he
would look into the question of
whether there are any allocations
for the fund left by the previous
minister.”

The Yemen Times tried to con-
tact the Ministry of Finance for
comment but did not receive a re-
sponse. It was determined in July
that a monthly salary of YR35,000
(about $163) would be paid to 800
injured members of the 2011 up-
rising and to 50 members of the
Southern Movement (Hirak), all of
whom have submitted the required
documentation to the fund.

More families whose members
have been killed or disabled in the
2011 uprising and Southern Move-
ment demonstrations are supposed
to receive monthly payments once
they submit their documentation.

The 2011 uprising left 1,444
killed and 29,000 wounded and
handicapped. In addition, 2,000
people from the Southern Move-
ment have been killed and 7,000
have been wounded in protests
since 2007.

Militants kill four secu-

rity personnel, injure one in
Shabwa

SANA’A, Aug. 4—A group of mili-
tants using two pickup trucks on
Saturday evening attacked a secu-
rity patrol in Ataq city, the capital of
Shabwa governorate, the Ministry of
Interior reported on its website.

The attack resulted in the death of
four policemen and left another one
injured. The ministry quoted both
Brigadier General Awadh Thaiban,
security chief of Shabwa, and Colo-
nel Adlan Al-Dhali, the commander
of the Special Security Forces in
Shabwa, as claiming that evidence
from the incident confirms it was a
terror attack.

In late April the Yemeni military
launched an offensive in Abyan and
Shabwa aimed at clearing the two
governorates of suspected Al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) mil-
itants. The Defense Ministry said in
May that its forces pushed suspected
AQAP militants out of Azzan town in
Maifa district in Shabwa, which the
group took over in June 2011.

Floods claim the life of one
woman in Hodeida

SANA’A, Aug. 4—Floods in Sar-
dood Valley in northwest Hodeida
governorate swept away one woman
while she was attempting to cross
the flooded valley on Friday, the po-
lice administration of Al-Kadan dis-
trict announced the day after.

Because there is no bridge over
the valley, floods often prevent peo-
ple from crossing the valley during
rainfall seasons and they end up
stuck on one side for days until the
level of water decreases. Many peo-
ple die from attempting to cross the
flooded valley.

The woman was taken out of the
water after she had already drowned,
according to the Interior Ministry.

The floods in Sardood suspend
the movement of people and com-
modities between Hodeida city and

Al-Kadan district, a transit town for
several districts in northern Hodeida
and other districts of Mawhit gover-
norate, east of Hodeida.

Transport and interior min-
istries send committees to
monitor rising transportation
fees

SANA’A, Aug. 4—Field committees
will begin on-site inspections in dif-
ferent governorates on Tuesday to
supervise rising transportation fees
and monitor any related violations,
said Jamal Al-Shawbali, head of
the Land Transport Affairs Author-
ity which forms part of the Transport
Ministry.

Al-Shawbali told the state-run
Saba News Agency on Monday that
the authority gave orders to all its of-
fices and branches to make sure that
the rise of transportation fees, which
followed the cut of fuel subsidies,
does not exceed 20 percent.

According to Al-Shawbali, the au-
thority follows orders made by the
Transport Ministry in the aftermath
of the government’s decision to dra-
matically reduce its fuel subsidies.

Yemeni exchange student
in Egypt released, found not
guilty
SANA’A, Aug. 4—The Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Re-
search, Hesham Sharaf, denied that
any connection exists between the
Yemeni exchange student, Fuad Al-
Sabehi, and the explosion which oc-
curred on August 1 in front of his fam-
ily’s apartment in Asiot city, Egypt.
The Defense Ministry announced
on its website on Monday that Egyp-
tian Authorities have released the
Yemeni exchange student who is
participating in an exchange pro-
gram in Aden funded by the Ministry
of Higher Education and Scientific
Research. The release followed an
investigation which established that
there is no connection between the
Yemeni student and the explosion.
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OXFAM is inviting tenderers for the following:
Ref No.: OX-RO-YEHOD-14-0018-YEHOD-0018 -
WATER SYSTEMS IN AL-GHUZZIA VILLAGE WATER PROJECT — BAIT AL-FAQIH DISTRICT

* Supply and installation of pumping unit (pump and engine)
+  Supply and installation of 18 km pipe net work and all associated works

For more information please feel free to call on Tel numbers: 219635/03.
OXFAM is not bound to accept any application or give reasons for rejection or acceptance.
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INVITATION TO TENDER FOR REHABILITATION OF THE WATER SCHEME IN AL-
GHUZZIA VILLAGE - BAIT AL-FAQIH DISTRICT — AL-HODEIDAH GOVERNORATE

OXFAM is a development, relief and campaigning organization dedicated to finding lasting solutions to poverty and
suffering around the world. We believe that every human being is entitled to a life of dignity and opportunity; and we
work with poor communities, local partners, volunteers, and supporters to help this become a reality.

REHABILITATION OF

Tender documents are available for collection from our offices in Yemen as follows:
Sana’a Office: The Diplomatic Area, Tel: 01- 444568/9
Hodeidah office: The Commercial Area, Tel: 219635/03

Please report at the reception desk with official letter from your company. Tender documents will be issued at the
Logistics Offices between 9.00A.M to 4.00 PM. Tender documents will be issued from 05/08/2014 to 14/08/2014

Scope of work includes:
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OXFAM

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR REHABILITATION OF THE WATER SCHEME IN BANI
SHIGAB VILLAGE - BAIT AL-FAQIH DISTRICT - AL-HODEIDAH GOVERNORATE

OXFAM is a development, relief and campaigning organization dedicated to finding lasting solutions to poverty and
suffering around the world. We believe that every human being is entitled to a life of dignity and opportunity; and we
work with poor communities, local partners, volunteers, and supporters to help this become a reality.

OXFAM is inviting tenderers for the following::

Ref No.: OX-RO-YEHOD-14-0018-YEHOD-0018 -
WATER SYSTEMS IN AL-BANI SHIGAB VILLAGE WATER PROJECT — BAIT AL-FAQIH DISTRICT

» Supply and installation of pumping unit (pump and engine)
*  Supply and installation of 8 km pipe network and all associated works

Tender documents are available for collection from our offices in Yemen as follows:
Sana’a Office: The Diplomatic Area, Tel: 01- 444568/9
Hodeidah office: The Commercial Area, Tel: 03- 219635

Please report at the reception desk with official letter signed & stamped from your company. Tender documents will
be issued at the Logistics Offices between 9.00A.M to 4.00 PM. Tender documents will be issued from 05/08/2014 TO

For more information please feel free to call on Tel numbers: 219635/03.
OXFAM is not bound to accept any application or give reasons for rejection or acceptance.
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PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARS

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside sefting.
Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.
Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,
table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.
Bus service available.

Al

Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school
Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers
Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages

[+ Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports
Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students
Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

SIS Pre-Cchool

[+ Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

+ Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area
Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals
School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)
Arabic program from 12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.

B Amal Al-Yarisi

SANA’A, Aug. 4—Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) media
outlet Al-Malahim released a You-
Tube video on Saturday purporting
to show its gunmen storming Sey-
oun city, Hadramout governorate,
on May 23.

“Al-Qaeda is trying to show its
presence, especially after the cam-
paign waged by the army on Al-Qae-
da strongholds in the governorates
of Shabwa and Abyan in the south
of Yemen,” said Nabeel Al-Sharja-
bi, professor of political science at
Sana’a University.

Al-Sharjabi explained that the
video only displayed limited footage
of the clashes and did not show the
militants breaking into government
facilities and security headquarters.
“The video focused on emphasiz-
ing the character of leading AQAP
figure in Abyan, Jalal Baleedi,” Al- Leading AQAP figure in Abyan Jalal Baleedi appeared in the YouTube video to discuss the motivation and
Sharjabi said. strategy behind the May 23 attack.

Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen

Email: sanaa@Qsi.org

Phone: 370 191-2 Fax: 370 193
Website: www.qsi.org

Yemen says goodbye to famous
Hadrami singer

H Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Aug. 4—Thousands
of people in Mukalla city in
Hadramout governorate par-
ticipated on Sunday in the
funeral of Karama Mirsal, a
renowned national singer who
was born in the city in 1946.

Mirsal gained his fame
through his national and
popular songs that were char-
acterized by their Hadrami
melody.

The video contained an interview
with Baleedi, who elaborated on
the reasons behind the Seyoun at-
tack. According to Baleedi it was a
response to previous military offen-
sives on AQAP locations in Shabwa
and Abyan and “a preemptive strike
to confuse the enemy.”

Al-Sharjabi’s said that the army
is weak and currently refrains from
taking any serious steps toward
confronting AQAP.

“The army and the counter-ter-
rorism unit should develop their
plans,” he added. According to him,
the security campaign undertaken
by the army failed to block the bor-
ders of Abyan and Shabwa, making
it possible for alleged AQAP mem-
bers to flee to Hadramout.

Aysh Awas, a political analyst at
the Saba Center for Strategic Stud-
ies, explained that the video con-
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tained footage showing a number
of streets in Seyoun city, close to
the sites that were targeted. “There
was no significant security presence
at the time,” he notes, saying that
checkpoints were supposed to be
in place that could fend off possible
attacks.

Awas said that AQAP members
used advanced techniques in pro-
ducing the videotape. “It is clear
that Al-Qaeda has experience in ev-
erything it does, even in videotap-
ing.”

Seyoun city was attacked on May
23, leaving 15 AQAP members,

among them three Saudi nationals,
and 12 soldiers killed and 11 sol-
diers injured, according to an an-
nouncement made by the Ministry
of Defense.

Apart from naming the three Sau-
dis and two Yemeni soldiers, one of
whom was only injured, the min-
istry did not release any names or
provide evidence for its claims.

The recently released AQAP vid-
eo does not say whether any of its
members were killed or injured. It
only mentions that AQAP was able
to kill and injure dozens of security
personnel and soldiers.
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Yemen IDPs mull return to Amran after ceasefire

IRIN
First published July 31

housands of people dis-

placed by recent heavy

fightingbetween Houthi

rebels and government

forces in the city of Am-
ran in northern Yemen are looking
to return to their homes following a
recent Houthi withdrawal, but they
face significant challenges.

The conflict began over three
months ago after clashes between
the Shia Houthis and tribal armed
groups. Yet in the past few weeks
it intensified, with the Houthis
claiming a series of towns including
Amran amid fears that Sana’a itself
could be targeted. The Yemeni mili-
tary has fought back, with reports
of aerial attacks on Amran increas-
ing the threats to civilians. At least
200 people have been killed, while
at least 35,000 have become inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs), ac-
cording to the UN. Many were fac-
ing displacement for a second time
as those from other violent regions
have sought refuge in Amran in re-
cent years.

Yet in recent days, hopes have
been raised that the IDPs may re-
turn home as the crisis appears to
be on the wane. Yemen’s President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi vis-
ited Amran on July 23, while the
Houthis have withdrawn their fight-
ers and allowed the government to
take back critical buildings such as
the security headquarters and key
banks. A government spokesperson
who visited these facilities assured
IRIN there had been no significant
looting or damage.

Yahya Shouai and his family are
among thousands of dispossessed
from Amran currently in the capi-
tal Sana’a awaiting the opportunity
to return home. “There is no food,
no shelter, no tents and no latrines
either,” Shouai said. “Even the park
toilets were closed and we were not
given access to use them.”

When, at the beginning of July,
Houthi rebels charged their home
town, the Shouai family packed up
and left. In the commotion, Yahya’s
pregnant wife’s water broke; she
gave birth on a bus rattling away

© Majid Al-Kibsi/IRIN

Members of the Muhamasheen community in Yemen are among over 35,000 people displaced following fighting in the city of Amran. The
Muhamasheen community has long complained of discrimination against their dark skin.

from the sound of machine guns.

Getting back home

The next challenge is to get the fam-
ilies back home, and it is one that
is beginning in earnest. Johannes
Van Der Klaauw, the UN humani-
tarian coordinator for Yemen, vis-
ited Amran on July 25 and reported
that the city was largely calm. Yet
he said there were “signs of dam-
age to buildings in Amran City and
Bait Badi as a result of shelling and
rocket and mortar attacks,” as well
as “disturbing evidence of the mis-
use of civilian infrastructure,” in-
cluding a school still occupied by
militants.

This is presenting challenges to
return for many families. John Rat-
cliffe, humanitarian affairs officer at
the UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),
told IRIN that while access to the
city was largely open for return-

ing residents, two groups of people
would face significant challenges:
“those perceived as opposed to the
Houthis and those whose houses
have been severely damaged.”

Some, like Qaid Mohammed, have
already returned. He and his fam-
ily made the trip back for the Eid
holiday on July 28 after weeks in a
tented settlement in the capital. He
arrived to find that thankfully little
damage had been done to his home,
though his neighborhood was eerily
quiet. "The city is still like a ghost
town, but we have no other choice.
It is much better than staying in
tents during this rainy season," he
said, referencing the weather in
mountainous Sana’a.

Ahmed Salah, a father of three, is
not so lucky. He has learned from
friends who remained in Amran that
his home was partially destroyed in
the fighting. Infuriated, he has re-
signed himself to remaining in the

Poverty and conflict in the
Middle East

Matthew Timmerman
I atlanticcouncil.org
First published July 31
rom its outset, the self-
immolation of a crest-
fallen Tunisian vegetable
vendor, the Arab Spring
was largely about pover-
ty. Mohamed Bouazizi’s final words
before igniting himself and the re-
gion were, “how do you expect me to
make a living?”

As citizens across the Arab world
connected their dismal material
prospects to stagnant, exclusivist
politics—governments fell. While it
was a process that invited turmoil,
it was justified as necessary but also
temporary.

The former may have proven true,
but the latter has not. Discord con-
tinues to characterize the region and
skepticism toward the Arab Spring
is becoming more prevalent. Mean-
while, respectable news sources
summarize the phenomenon with
bold proclamations like “The Trag-
edy of the Arabs.”

In the Middle East, turmoil is fre-
quently explained as a product of
sectarianism, but the trans-sectari-
an reality of poverty encapsulated in
Mohamed Bouazizi’s desperate plea
continues to drive the trajectory of
the region.

In Tunisia, boasting arguably
the most successful transition, the
memory of Bouazizi lingers as poli-
ticians publically express poverty
reduction as their chief mandate.
Similarly in Egypt, it is now the

chief performance benchmark for
the presidency of a former general
schooled in securing the country,
not boosting the median income.

Most significantly, poverty is an
underlying factor in the broader re-
gional struggle with extremism. The
Islamic State’s gains in eastern Syria
and western Iraq cannot be under-
stood outside the context of locals
disillusioned with their material re-
alities.

In Syria, the Islamic State now
possesses a stronghold in the Raqqa
governorate. Not surprisingly, it is
one of the poorest in the country,
hit particularly hard by a brutal pre-
war drought. As the New York Times
recently documented, the semblance
of normalcy the Islamic State has
established within its Raqqa juris-
diction is now attracting war weary
Syrians eager to earn a living any-
where they can find stability and ba-
sic governance.

In Iraq, the poverty-extremism
connection took shape when materi-
ally deprived Sunni tribes in Anbar
province allied with the force they
had been paid to hold back (the Is-
lamic State) as soon as the central
government’s much needed financial
compensation discontinued. Simi-
larly in Jordan, support for the Is-
lamic State has thrived in neglected,
impoverished rural cities like Maan
where unemployment tops 25 per-
cent.

Inthe Sinai Peninsula and Yemen’s
remote villages, poverty continues to
fuel radicalism among jihadi groups
bent on destabilizing central govern-

ments and attacking foreigners. The
new governments of these countries
seek arms and apaches from milita-
rized allies; development initiatives
among impoverished Bedouin com-
munities susceptible to radicalism
remain a secondary concern.

Meanwhile in the Gaza Strip, ex-
perts of all walks have noted the
strong correlation between the con-
ditions of the territory and the tac-
tics of Hamas. Shmuel Zakai, retired
commander of the IDF’s Gaza Divi-
sion, recently questioned policy to-
ward the strip stating, “you cannot
just land blows, leave the Palestin-
iansin Gazain the economic distress
they are in and expect Hamas just to
sit around and do nothing.”

In 2008, Susan Rice wrote in a
Brookings publication, “among the
most significant consequences of
country-level poverty is a height-
ened risk of conflict.” The modern
Middle East may validate this claim.
Skimming through the list of na-
tions with GDPs per capita of less
than $10,000, five of the ten (Egypt,
Iraq, Syria, Sudan, and Yemen) have
experienced significant internal
conflict or civil war within the last
three years.

While the Middle East holds a
reputation as the graveyard of pre-
dictions, it is reasonable to forecast
that a sustainable regional move-
ment toward stability cannot oc-
cur absent an answer to Mohamed
Bouazizi’s question.

Republished with permission from
Atlantic Council.

capital for the foreseeable future.
“Where am I supposed to go?” he
asks. “If there is no house waiting
for me, then staying here in Sana'a
is the same as staying at a relative's
house in Amran.”

Aid challenges

The militarized atmosphere in Am-
ran is not the only cause for concern
for humanitarians. Yemen is facing
a crippling long-term fuel short-
age, while a decision to remove fuel
subsidies has led to mass protests
in Sana’a in recent days in which at
least one person has been killed.

Many aid workers have been
forced to cancel or suspend field-
work, resulting in delays to support
for vulnerable groups, while the
health sector in Amran is suffering
from a lack of medicines, fuel and
human resources.

Ratcliffe acknowledged that both
the security situation and fuel crises
have “complicated [relief] efforts by
causing delays. Fuel shortages have
prevented some mills from produc-
ing flour, meaning that food aid at
times has been delayed or has had
to deliver wheat grain in place of
flour to some beneficiaries, includ-

ing people affected by conflict in
Amran,” he said. “Security concerns
have also resulted in missions to
Amran being re-scheduled, which
slows the overall speed of the re-
sponse.”

Saddam Al-Kamal, spokesper-
son for the Yemeni government’s
Executive Unit for IDPs, said they
were trying their best to cope with
the scale of the crisis and would
both help IDPs return and offer
support for those that chose to stay
in Sana’a. “Both the returnee and
the staying IDPs have received food
and non-food assistance from the
Executive Unit for IDPs’ camps and
its partners like OCHA, Islamic Re-
lief, and Médecins Sans Frontieres,”
Al-Kamal said.

Yet some IDPs dispute this state-
ment, accusing the Yemeni au-
thorities of preferential treatment.
In Sana’a IRIN met around 400
families sleeping without cover in
a park opposite the mayor’s office.
They come from Yemen'’s black Mu-
hamasheen (marginalized) com-
munity, often derogatorily referred
to as “servants” and discriminated
against on account of their dark
skin. The families say that since
their displacement they have no
support from the state.

“We have black skin, hence [the
Yemeni authorities] think we don't
deserve to be treated like the other
light skinned IDPs,” complained
Ahmed Ali Al-Ansi, who fled Am-
ran a few weeks ago. They had been
demonstrating outside the presi-
dential palace and the Yemeni gov-
ernment’s Executive Unit for IDPs,
but say they were chased away by
residents brandishing weapons.
Kamal denied there had been any
discrimination in the government’s
policies.

Republished with permission from
IRIN.
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Gandhian struggle was never an option for Gaza

Ramzy Baroud
I middleeasteye.com

First published August 1
here is the Pales-
tinian Gandhi? In
Israeli prison, of
course!” was the
title of an article by Jo Ehrlich pub-
lished in Mondoweiss.net on Dec. 21,
2009. It was written almost exactly
one year after Israel concluded a
major war against Gaza, Operation
Cast Lead (Dec. 27, 2008 to Jan.
18, 2009), which was until now the
deadliest Israeli attack against the
strip for many years.

Ehrlich was belittling the question
of a “Palestinian Gandhi,” while re-
sponding to the patronizing approach
others had taken to the concept: “Not
that 'm in any way playing into the
Palestinian Gandhi dialogue, I think
it’s actually pretty diversionary/rac-
ist. But sometimes you have to laugh
in order not to cry,” he writes in his
opening paragraph.

Indeed, the concept of a “Palestin-
ian Gandhi” was and remains igno-
rant, patronizing, and racist. But the
question is also inescapable, espe-
cially for people who classify them-
selves as “pro-Palestinian activists.”

Israel’s latest war—Operation Pro-
tective Edge—has surpassed Cast
Lead in terms of duration, casualties,
level of destruction—and the sheer
horror of targeting civilians—and
still the Gandhi question seems more
muted than usual.

¢¢

To understand why, one needs
to first examine the reason why de-
mands were made on the Palestin-
ians to produce a non-violent Gan-
dhi alternative in their struggle for
freedom in the first place.

The Second Palestinian Intifada
(uprising) from 2000-2005 elicited
an extremely violent Israeli response.
Israeli leaders at the time meant to
send a message to the then Palestin-
ian leader, Yasser Arafat, that they
had no patience for any act of collec-
tive defiance. Israel was convinced
that Arafat engineered the Intifada
to strengthen his political position
n “peace talks” which proved to be
worthless.

Caught in an impossible situation
that included facing a US-fed Israeli
war machine—and having no faith
in their leadership—Palestinians re-
sorted to arms, using suicide bomb-
ings as well as other violent meth-
ods.

The tactic raised much controver-
sy—due to the death toll among Is-
raeli civilians—and was quickly used
in Israel-Western propaganda to ret-
rospectively explain Israel’s military
occupation and justify its harsh mili-
tary tactics.

Those who dared explain Palestin-
ian violence within its proper con-
text, or who underscored that many
more Palestinian civilians were still
being killed by the Israeli army, were
shunned by the media, and at times
seen as a liability by those who kept
on classifying Palestinians as vic-

tims.

Many Westerners (from presi-
dents, to philosophers, to journal-
ists, to social media activists) delib-
erated the matter with enthusiasm.
The fact that few Western countries
have truly experienced an anti-co-
lonial national liberation struggle
in their modern history, and thus
lack any real understanding of the
humiliation and anger experienced
by these nations, seemed to matter
little. Some were simply concerned
about Israel and no one else. Others
wanted to preserve the image of the
Palestinian as an occupied, hapless,
eternal victim.

The most egregious presentation
of this language was made by then
newly elected US President Barack
Obama, who stood at a Cairo uni-
versity podium on June 4, 2009, to
convey to Palestinians a denigrating,
insensitive and highly inaccurate
message:

“Palestinians must abandon vio-
lence. Resistance through violence
and killing is wrong and it does not
succeed. For centuries, black people
in America suffered the lash of the
whip as slaves and the humiliation
of segregation... But it was not vio-
lence that won full and equal rights.
This same story can be told by peo-
ple from South Africa to South Asia;
from Eastern Europe to Indonesia.
It's a story with a simple truth: that
violence is a dead end.”

Obama’s message painted the Pal-
estinian struggle as an abnormality

among perfectly peaceful national
liberation struggles around the
world. This message was of course
untrue.

The US president either didn’t
know or wished to ignore a Pales-
tinian history of non-violent resis-
tance that goes back to the 1920s and
1930s—and arguably earlier than
that.

Obama, like many others, fails to
appreciate how much extreme Israeli
violence, using weapons that the US
has continued to supply to Tel Aviv,
has factored in subduing Palestinian
resistance. Washington’s weapons
have also helped Israel to maintain
a relatively easy military occupa-
tion and to keep Jewish settlements
thriving on stolen Palestinian land.

But the decisive point in the dis-
cussion was the Second Intifada,
which incited much Israeli violence,
resulting in the death of thousands.
The political implications of the up-
rising were also quite significant as it
divided Palestinians between those
who were intimidated by the Israeli
tactics into submission (the so-called
moderates), and others who seemed
unrepentant (the so-called radicals).

For nearly ten years now, the de-
bate has raged.

Some condemned Palestinian
armed resistance outright, others of-
fered mutual criticism of Israeli and
Hamas violence, while another group
preached about the futility of armed
struggle in the face of a country with
nuclear weapons.

That debate made for exquisite
discussion on online newspapers
and social media, but it hardly reg-
istered amongst ordinary Palestin-
ians, especially those in Gaza. Gaza’s
intellectuals did consider new ideas
of how to build international solidar-
ity to end the Israeli siege, get their
message out to the world, and even
question the timing of firing rockets
into Israel, but few probed the prin-
ciple of armed resistance.

Of course, Palestinians know best—
much more than Obama and other
armchair preachers. They know that
collective resistance is not always a
tactic determined through social me-
dia forums; that when one’s children
are pulverized by US-supplied killing
technology, there is no time to lay
flat and sing “we shall overcome”—
especially when it comes to prevent-
ing tanks from entering neighbor-
hoods such as Shujaiya, Jabalya, or
Maghazi.

Palestinians also know that Israeli
state violence is a result of a decided
political agenda, and not tailored
around the nature of Palestinian re-
sistance. More importantly, history
has taught them, that when Israelis
come to Gaza as invaders, few will
stand in its defense before the West-
ern-financed killing machine, aside
from Gaza’s own sons and daughters.
If Gazans don’t defend their cities,
no one else will.

Although the disparity of the mili-
tary conflict between Israel's army
and Palestinian resistance is as acute

today as ever before, Palestinian re-
sistance has matured. The fact that
they killed dozens of soldiers and
only three civilians should be noted,
as is Israel’s deliberate targeting of
hospitals, schools, UN shelters and
even graveyards. Maintaining that
level of discipline in the most un-
equal of all battles is a gargantuan
task, and display of ethics which US
and Israeli forces never themselves
respect.

As great as Gandhi was in the con-
text of his country’s struggle against
colonialism, and as much as he him-
self remains a source of inspiration
for many Palestinians, Palestine has
its own heroes, resisters, women and
men who are today creating legends
of their own in Gaza and the rest of
Palestine.

As for those who busily ask where
is the Palestinian Gandhi, it would
be better to use their energies to pre-
vent their government's shipments
of weapons to Israel, which as of
August 1 have killed over 1,500 and
wounded over 8,000—the vast ma-
jority of them civilians.

Ramzy Baroud is a PhD scholar in
People’s History at the University of
Exeter. He is the Managing Editor of
Middle East Eye. Baroud is an inter-
nationally-syndicated columnist, a
media consultant, an author and the
founder of PalestineChronicle.com.
His latest book is My Father Was
a Freedom Fighter: Gaza’s Untold
Story.

The “moderates” on Gaza:
Sowing seeds of hate

Andrew Hammond
I aljazeera.com
First published August 3
n 2006, Saudi Arabia's lead-
ership broke with convention
in Arab politics by publicly
blaming a self-proclaimed
“resistance” force for provok-
ing Israel to unleash a war. Rather
than hold Israel to account for tar-
geting civilians, ground invasion, air
and sea blockade, Saudi Arabia took
aim at Hezbollah for what it called
“irresponsible adventurism” in kid-
napping two Israeli soldiers.

This set the tone for a number of
Arab governments during a month
of war throughout which it became
clear they hoped Israel would “finish
off” Hezbollah, a nuisance that in-
flamed popular passions, leading to
impossible demands on regimes who
relied on western support to sur-
vive. Hosni Mubarak couldn't even
bring himself to call Hezbollah by its
name, referring to it famously during
the Lebanon war as “thingy.” Add to
that, especially for Saudi Arabia, the
fact that Hezbollah was an extension
of Iranian power.

It was a risky game, however, since
the longer the war went on, the more
those Arab regimes were exposed as
ineffective and collaborationist. A
US diplomatic document published
by WikiLeaks shows a panicked
Saud Al-Faisal, the perennial Saudi
foreign minister, summoning then
US ambassador James Oberwetter
midway through the war to demand
that Washington order a ceasefire,
since the plans to squash resistance
had failed and the resisters were be-
coming regional heroes.

In 2008, the same scenario played
out: Egypt and Saudi Arabia blamed
Hamas for Israel’s month-long as-
sault on Gaza and hoped that Israel
would finish Hamas off. Egypt's for-
eign minister at the time Ahmed Abu
Al-Gheit even said that Palestinians
had no need for armed resistance
and weapons—another striking de-
parture in the lexicon of not just

Arab politics but post-colonial strug-
gle generally.

Today we are witness to another
episode in this new turn. Egypt un-
der coup president, Abdel Fattah Al-
Sisi, has kept the Gaza border closed
and media have adopted the Israeli
line that Hamas is a force of evil.
Saudi Arabia, led by a man whose
media machine has presented him as
an Arab nationalist (“falcon of Ara-
bism”) and leader of Islam (champi-
on of wasatiyya, or religious modera-
tion), went silent.

Last week former intelligence chief
Turki Al-Faisal was the channel for
the first confirmation of the Saudi
position in an article in Al-Sharq Al-
Awsat that attacked Hamas as “arro-
gant” and conniving with Qatar and
Turkey to embarrass Sisi’s Egypt by
rejecting a ceasefire proposal that
would leave the crushing and illegal
Israeli-Egyptian siege of Gaza intact.

King Abdullah, whose alleged
tears over Palestine were marketed
to media during the last Intifida, fi-
nally broke his silence on Friday.
In an extraordinary speech which
began by attacking unnamed “trai-
tor terrorists” who sully the name of
Islam, he equated the terrorism of
“groups and states” in Gaza, avoid-
ing direct mention of Israel by name
while leaving the implication that he
viewed Hamas as much of a terrorist
group as the Islamic State.

Hamas members were, of course,
feted in Riyadh and Jeddah in Janu-
ary 2006 after the group's Palestinian
election victory, and the subsequent
Saudi position towards the group is
directly correlated to that of its US
patron. The speech was designed to
appease the Arab and Muslim street
the king pretends to lead, while not
offending Washington or Al-Saud’s
new friend of recent years (at least in
public), Israel.

What is interesting about the posi-
tion oftheso-called “Arabmoderates”
is that they have become even more
blatant in their US-Israeli alignment
than before, to the extent that their
policies during Gaza 2014 are a gro-

tesque caricature of what they were
before, particularly in Egypt's case,
with the vulgar anti-Palestinianism
promoted by the state.

The uprisings of 2011 have clearly
not by any means met the hopes of
those who engaged in them, to the
degree that it has become fashion-
able to rue the day they started. But
it would be wrong to imagine that
the political arena has not been fun-
damentally altered by those momen-
tous events, when ordinary people
dared to challenge a regional order
that had created what was assumed
to be an almost perfect, fool-proof
system of security, media and ideo-
logical control, with the acquiescence
of Western powers.

The arrogance of those entrenched
regimes in challenging basic tenets
of decades of anti-imperial struggle
was misplaced: Egypt's dissonant
foreign policy was one more factor
that played into the resentment that
brought people onto the streets in
January and February three years
ago. Claims that foreign policy and
Palestine specifically had nothing to
do with the protests—which writers
like Thomas Friedman love to bandy
around—are absolutely wrong.

The ancien regime struck back fe-
rociously in Egypt, and its policy on
Gaza is almost as manically distorted
as the revenge brutality of its secu-
rity forces: there is a link between
the two. As for Saudi Arabia, its time
has not come: Al-Saud have numer-
ous factors in their favor and tools
in their box to avoid mass dissent.
But if and when that day arrives,
foreign policy stances such as these
on Gaza will be one of the many el-
ements moving the people to reject
and defy.

Andrew Hammond is a Middle East
policy fellow with the European
Council on Foreign Relations, for-
mer Reuters bureau chief in Riyadh
and author of The Islamic Utopia:
The Illusion of Reform in Saudi Ara-
bia and Popular Culture in the Arab
World.
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OXFAM

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR REHABILITATION OF THE WATER SCHEME IN
AL-MORSHEDIAH VILLAGE - ZABID DISTRICT — AL-HODEIDAH GOVERNORATE

OXFAM is a development, relief and campaigning organization dedicated to finding lasting solutions to poverty and
suffering around the world. We believe that every human being is entitled to a life of dignity and opportunity; and we
work with poor communities, local partners, volunteers, and supporters to help this become a reality.

OXFAM is inviting tenderers for the following:
Ref No.: OX-RO-YEHOD-14-0018-YEHOD-0018 -
WATER SYSTEMS IN AL-MORSHODIA VILLAGE WATER PROJECT - ZABID DISTRICT

» Construction of elevated RCC tank 100m3
«  Supply and installation of pump and generator
« construction of generator room

Tender documents are available for collection from our offices in Yemen as follows:
Sana’a Office: The Diplomatic Area, Tel: 01- 444568/9
Hodeidah office: The Commercial Area, Tel: 03/219635

Please report at the reception desk with official letter from your company. Tender documents will be issued at the
Logistics Offices between 9.00A.M to 4.00 PM. Tender documents will be issued from 05/08/2014 to 14/08/2014

For more information please feel free to call on Tel numbers: 03/219635.
OXFAM is not bound to accept any application or give reasons for rejection or acceptance.
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Melhan district in Mahwit has no water,
local council members blamed

Story and photo by
Ali Saeed

n the district of Melhan,

located in the northwest-

ern governorate of Mah-

wit, about a third of the

district’s one hundred
thousand residents rely on water
transported in jerry cans from the
coastal areas of Hodeida on the
Red Sea.

Using pickup trucks or motor-
bikes, water is brought to Melhan
for both personal use and by those
looking to turn a profit. In distri-
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Underground rainwater cisterns typically cost around $10,000, which is unaffordable for most residents.

bution locations throughout the
district, men, women, and chil-
dren wait ahead of time for water
to arrive. When it does, the water
is quickly bought up. Due to lack-
ing road infrastructure, people of-
ten have to carry the water on their
heads or backs for over a kilometer
to get home.

The number of people bring-
ing water from Hodeida increased
in the past few months after two
important water springs in Bani
Mulaik, a sub-district of Melhan,
ran out of water due to drought,
according to Abdullah Mohamed,

SPeCIAL OFFERS
d_nlaysgr_-c

aresident in Melhan.

The two springs used to supply
around forty thousand people in
Bani Mulaik and Bani Usaifari ar-
eas. Drought occasionally strikes
those two regions, though over the
years water levels have continually
decreased.

Only one percent of the popula-
tion in Melhan is connected to wa-
ter pipes. Most others rely on rain-
fall to meet their water needs. They
store rainfall water in underground
cisterns they construct themselves
using local stones mixed with ce-
ment. The construction of an aver-
age cistern costs around $10,000,
which is unaffordable for most
families in the district. The cis-
terns are used for drinking, wash-
ing, and irrigation.

This water supply mechanism in
the district has been in place for
thousands of years.

Yet, with a decrease in rainfall
cisterns stay empty and existing
springs can no longer be replen-
ished. Four springs depleted com-
pletely over a period of four years
in Bani Mulaik and Bani Usaifari.

The central authority in the gov-
ernorate blames the district’s local
council for being too inactive and
corrupt to look for water projects
for its people.

Mohamed Al-Nuzaili, manager
of the General Authority for Rural
Water Supply Projects in Mahwit,
said the local council of Melhan
district does not follow up with his
office’s water projects for the dis-
trict.

“I have had the equipment for a
water project in Melhan in the of-
fice’s storage since seven years ago,
but they never came to me,” said
Al-Nuzaili.

He explained that the office
could provide the local council in
Bani Mulaik with a diesel-generat-
ed water pump, which they could
use to get water from another sub-
district in Melhan, called Qiblat.

Ibrahim Sagheer Rageh, head
of the development and service
committee at the local council in
Melhan, explained that there were
disagreements regarding the pay-
ment of the feasibility studies for
water projects between the Gener-
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al Authority for Rural Water Sup-
ply’s office in Mahwit and the local
council in Melhan.

“[The office] wants the local
council to pay for the cost of the
engineers' visit to the district in
advance and we told them we will
pay them later,” said Rageh.

He also blamed the council’s sec-
retary general and manger of the
district for being careless on fol-
lowing up service projects.

The same members of the local
councils nationwide have remained
in their positions since being elect-
ed in 2006. Their first term was
supposed to end in 2009, but local
council elections have been sus-
pended since 2009 after negotia-
tions between former President Ali
Abdullah Saleh and his opponents
came to a deadlock.

All the members of the local
council in Melhan are members of
Saleh’s party, the General People’s
Congress.

If the situation continues, more
people will migrate from their
hometowns to urban areas. Three
families already left their village in
Melhan recently to Al-Zaidia city
in Hodeida.

Back in 1991 a much more nota-
ble exodus from Melhan occurred:
following the deportation of Ye-
meni workers from Saudi Arabia,
many workers settled in Melhan.
However, they soon fully depleted
the already low quantity of potable
water in the district and as a re-
sult, a large number of residents
migrated to Bajil city of Hodeida.

Insecurity suspends water
projects in rural Yemen

The Japanese International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) has been
one of the leading international
organizations to finance and im-
plement water projects for rural
populations in Yemen.

So far the JICA has been the
only international organization to
provide a water project in Melhan,
which it implemented in the dis-
trict’s Jabal Al-Taraf area in 2009.

Negotiations are underway to re-
sume another suspended project in
Al-Jaradi sub-district in Mahwit.

The organization has a total of
19 water projects in the country, all
of which are currently suspended.
The continuous poor state of se-
curity since the 2011 uprising has
made the agency and many other
similarinternational organizations
unable to resume their activities.

“The security situation still does
not allow the Japanese technicians
to stay [in the country], so [water]
projects have not yet resumed,”
said Hani Al-Ma'mari, senior pro-
gram officer at JICA, Yemen Of-
fice.

“The suspension of water proj-
ects in rural Yemen is due to the
government being insolvent and
donors can't work because of inse-
curity,” he said.

JICA has been in talks with the
General Authority for Rural Water
Supply Projects since May to re-
sume three of the 19 water projects
currently suspended by the agency,
according to Al-Ma'mari.
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Republic of Yemen

Civil Aviation & Mete- Authority (CAMA)

New Sana'a Int. Airport Project

Prequalification Deadline
Extension

The Civil Aviation & Met. Authority is pleased to
announce that the invitation for pre-qualification of
contractors for the construction of the new Sana'a
Int. Airport Project Phase Il Package 1(A+B) has
been extended to 20/08/2014 at 11:00 am and ap-
plication should be submitted to CAMA chairman
Office.

Companies wishing to take advantage of the ex-
tension in order to submit all requested documents
are pleased to collect their documents from CAMA
and re-submit within the new deadline.
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Microfinance in Yemen thrives
despite economic troubles

H Ali Abulohoom

aving heard about

the Al-Amal

Microfinance Bank

(AMB), which was

established in 2009
to run micro enterprises, Bashir
Al-Haj headed for one of the AMB’s
branches in Sana'a with the hope of
getting a loan.

The young Yemeni man returned
with YR40,000 ($186), which he
used to buy a varied assortment of
items, including gum, perfumes,
Socotra Sebr—a plant found in
Socotra believed to cure diseases—
beans, and spices. By later selling
those items in his small shop, Al-
Haj worked his way up to being
an entrepreneur. Having been
committed and able to pay off his
loans in time, Al-Haj is now trying
to further expand his business by
asking the AMB for a second loan.

“I expanded the amount of my
sales and increased my profits.
That way I became able to build a
house for my family after we spent
several years renting houses,” Al-
Haj said.

According to World Bank
statistics from 2011, 54 percent of
the Yemeni population lives below
the poverty line of $2 a day. In
this dire economic environment,
microfinance has become
increasingly prevalent in Yemen
since it kicked off in 1997.

Like other economic sectors,
microfinance in Yemen has faced
numerous challenges over the past
years. The political and economic
unrest that Yemen has experienced
since the 2011 uprising has

caused the microfinance sector
to deteriorate. In addition, the
worsening security situation puts
microfinance projects in Yemen
at risk. As the Yemen Times
reported in 2012, many businesses
in Abyan governorate financed
through microcredits were lost in
the course of spreading violence.
In spite of those setbacks and
risks, microfinance in Yemen
has continuously progressed and
thrived.

“Everything has been crippled
and affected by the political unrest
and increasing insecurity in
Yemen—except for microfinance,
which has progressed notably in the
past few years,” says Mohammed
Al-Lai, the executive director of
the AMB and the chairman of the
board of the Yemen Microfinance
Network (YMN), an association
which acts as an umbrella for
microfinance institutions (MFIs)
in Yemen.

Microfinance in Yemen, as
elsewhere, consists of both
microcredits and microsavings.
Accordingly, MFIs like AMB offer
poor people the possibility to open
saving accounts starting with
amounts as low as YR200 ($0.93).
In spite of existing developments
pertaining  to microsavings,
microcredit remains the far more
commonly discussed topic in
debates on microfinance, owing to
the great risks attached to them.

In Yemen, the amount of money
given out for microloans ranges
between YR10,000 ($47) and
YR200,000 ($931), while the
deadline for repayment ranges
from 10 to 24 months.

According to Sameh Al-Hakimi,
the assistant manager of operations
at AMB, the bank’s average interest
rate on loans is 1.2 percent a
month, amounting to 14.4 percent
a year. Khalil Al-Mikhlafi, the
YMN’s research and development
executive, adds that interest rates
adopted by MFIs in Yemen usually
range from 12 to 24 percent.

As Al-Mikhlafi explained,
interest rates have been higher in
the past, when they ranged between
24 and 36 percent. He links their
slow but steady decrease to open
market mechanisms and increasing
competition among MFIs.

In general, Yemen’s microfinance
sector can roughly be divided into
non-profit organizations, whose
financial success is anything
but guaranteed, and banks, who
adopt a more commercial and
market-oriented approach. The
notable spread of banks in Yemen’s
microfinance sector leaves little
doubt about the profitability of
microbusiness. Banks currently
constitute an estimated 50 percent
of Yemen’s MFTs.

Al-Lai told the Yemen Times that
the YMN has increased the number
of its network’s members, including
financial institutions and banks
dealing with microfinance, from 10
in 2012 to 15 in 2014.

“We now have over one-hundred-
thousand  borrowers through
various microfinance institutions
and banks, the bulk of whom are
youth and women,” he added.

In order to maintain and foster
the growth of Yemen’s microfinance
sector, the YMN, in partnership
with other microfinance players

PALM YEMEN
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
Job Vacancies Announcement
PALM YEMEN-Sana’a a leading company for General Services and Consultancy is looking for qualified Candidates who are able
to ensure hotel services standards are achieved in all departments. PALM YEMEN provides a good salary and benefits package.
Professional experience in Administration, facility operations and maintenance is the most critical selection factors for all of the positions.
Inter personal skills, ime management and Fluency in English are also a positive selection factors.
POSITION DESCRIPTION MONTHLY
SALARY

Heating, Perform skilled mechanical maintenance duties in the inspection, repair, installation and altera- | $460

Ventilation tion of District heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration systems and related equip- | US Dollar

and Air ment and facilities; perform preventive maintenance and routine servicing of equipment. Ability to | (Gross)

Conditi speak, read, write and understand English is advantageous. Requires good communication skills.

ondition Must have thorough knowledge of all types of HVAC systems. Must have experience in office

(HVAC) procedures, record keeping systems, building construction, blueprint reading, etc. All other duties

Technician as assigned by a manager or supervisor.

Deputy Senior-level security professional who understands Yemini culture, can speak the language, has | $800

Security existing contacts / can create new contacts within Yemen's various governmental organizations | US Dollar

Director in order to conduct liaison and obtain timely and useful information in matters pertaining to the | (Gross)
security of Palm Yemen Staff. Can communicate effectively with local and foreign staff, colleagues
and counterparts.

Lady Perform in a pleasant, professional, and efficient manner, a combination of duties mainly related, | $400

Receptionist | butnot limited to, check-in and checkout of guests which contributes to an overall positive experi- | US Dollar
ence. Creets, registers, and assigns rooms to guests. Issues room key and escort instructions to | (Gross)
Bell person or directly to guest as appropriate. Transmits and receives messages using equipment
such as telephone, fax, and switchboard. Answers inquiries pertaining to hotel services, registra-
tion of guests and shopping, dining, entertainment and travel directions. Keeps records of room
availability and guests’ accounts. All other duties as assigned by a manager or supervisor.

Interpreter Interprets spoken statements into/from English into Arabic. $1,000
Translates documents, correspondence, forms, and other written material from one language into | US Dollar
another. Rewrites material from English into Arabic vice versa. Maintains records of materials | (Gross)
translated and interpreting contacts. At least 3 years’ experience in interpreting and translation or
Project Administration. Computer skills with working knowledge of MS Office applications, such as
Word, Excel and Power Point required. All other duties as assigned by a manager or supervisor.

Hospitality Presents menu, answers questions and makes suggestions regarding food and service. Writes | $410

Support order on check or memorizes it. Relays and/or enters order into POS system for the kitchen and | US Dollar

Specialist serves courses from kitchen and service bars. Observes guest to fulfill any additional request and | (Gross)

Wait to perceive when meal has been completed. Totals bill and accepts payment or refers patron to

(Waitress) cashier. May ladle soup, toss salads, portion pies, and desserts, brew coffee, and perform other
services as determined by establishment size and practice. May clear and reset counters or table
at conclusion of each course. All other duties as assigned by a manager or supervisor.

Time keeper | The Timekeeper is responsible for recording staff, vendor and visitors in and out timesheets and | $385
ensure the accurate attendance. Maintain and record manually and daily basis in and out time list | US Dollar
for the staff, vendors and visitors. (Gross)
Make sure the staff submit Pass gate ID and receive Work ID when he/she shows up to work, and
do the opposite in the exit time.

Report immediately any suspected identity or behavior during the time of entrance or exit. Make
sure of the staff shift work time and maintain note in case of change in the shift work. Monitor staff
use of the biometric (Finger Print) system for Staff during the in and out time.

Monitor and control bring in or taking out of the facility unpermitted stuff. All other duties as as-
signed by a manager or supervisor.

Event / Responsible for planning and organizing all operational implementation and post event activities, | $1,000

Fitness fitness center functions. Proven negotiating skills with hotels, entertainers and other events. Ability | US Dollar

Center to develop professional relationships in all aspects of the position that result in stable, consistent | (Gross)

. reliable, and courteous communication when dealing with other organizations.

Coordinator | apjjity to problem solve and work independently in a changing and multitasking environment with
numerous deadlines. Excellent organizational, planning and project management. Proven ability
to take direction and input and to develop effective and engaging branded events that will achieve
the organizations goals. All other duties as assigned by a manager or supervisor.

Interested Qualified applicants can send CV to hr.recruiter@palmyemen.com
Deadline: 15 days after the date of published.

Archive photo by Aden Microfinance Foundation
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With Yemen’s microfinance sector booming, an increasing number of women and youth get microcred-
its in hopes of breaking the cycle of poverty in their families and communities, although they do come

with a risk.

and donors, is currently developing
new policies which it hopes can
tackle some of the major obstacles
within ~ Yemen’s microfinance
sector.

Implementing “mobile banking,”
for example, would allow YMN to
provide microloans via cellphones
in rural areas, where over 70
percent of the Yemeni population
lives.

As Mansour Rajeh, the credit
registration manager at the Central
Bank of Yemen, one of YMN’s
members, explains, insecurity in
rural areas and a lack of awareness
act as hurdles to introducing and
building up microfinance in remote
rural areas.

According to a report issued
by the Yemen-based Social
Fund for Development (SFD) on
small and micro enterprises in
2011, “generally speaking, rural
microfinance turned out to be
costly in terms of high monitoring
and logistics costs, and results were
very modest, at best.”

The report concluded that those
suffering from extreme poverty,
who often live in rural areas, have
been underserved by financial
services in Yemen despite several
efforts to reach out to them.

According to Al-Lai, financial
institutions are worried about
the paying back of loans given to
borrowers who live in places far
away from Yemen’s urban centers.

The entrepreneurial aspirations
of Yahai Al-Sharai, a 32-year-old
man from Ibb governorate, 200
kilometers south of Sana'a, were
crushed for this reason. Travelling
to one of the AMB’s branches in
Ibb, his request for a loan, which
he wanted to use to open up a small
shop in his village, was declined.

The AMB deemed Al-Sharai’s
village to be too far from Ibb city,
making the project assessment and
loan too difficult and risky. Another
reason for turning him down was
his failure to provide a guarantor.

“I have been jobless since I
graduated from Ibb University
eight years ago... I tried to get a
loan through a microfinance bank
to open up a small shop in my
village but had no success so far,”
Al-Sharai regrets.

The lacking outreach to rural
areas, home to the poorest segment
of Yemen’s population, raises the
issue of whether microfinance is an
effective tool in reducing poverty

in Yemen and points to the need for
reforms.

According to Al-Lai,
financial institutions  involved
in  microfinance have already
lowered their ordinary insurance
requirements in order to make it
easier for impoverished borrowers
to receive microloans. “Now it is
sufficient for the claimant to show
guarantees of trustful individuals,
such as businessmen or social
figures,” Al-Lai said.

The unawareness of microfinance
possibilities among  Yemenis
who are living in rural areas is
only one part of the country’s
underdeveloped entrepreneurship
ecosystem. Another one is the
education related difficulty
that many face when having to
compose a proper business model
and strategy, which is often a
requirement for getting loans.

Those with limited knowledge
of financial affairs, or “financial
literacy,” might find it difficult to
understand how loans work and
how they can get a loan.

Whilethepremiseofmicrofinance
is that access to credit allows
poor people to make themselves
richer, wealth creation is often
more complicated than that. As
Madeleine Bunting stated in a
Guardian article in 2012, wealth
is rarely the result of individual
effort but dependent on education
(skills and knowledge), companies
and co-operatives. “Microfinance
has erroneously put the individual
center stage, reflecting a neoliberal
world view,” Bunting argues.

Seemingly aware of such
challenges, Al-Hakimi emphasized
how easy it was for AMB clients to
borrow money.

“The client is required to fill out a
loan request, bring a copy of his or
her ID, passport, or any identifying
documents, and bring a guarantee
[provide a guarantor].”

Rather than demanding a
business plan from clients, Al-
Hakimi explains that a committee
from the bank visits the locations
of planned enterprises to evaluate
their feasibility.

Furthermore,AMBclientsreceive
free consultation and training on
how to invest their loans properly
and how to make profits.

Mohammed Saeed, 43, from
Seyoun cityof Hadramout, isaclient
of the Al-Rayan Micro-Financing
Program, another one of YMN’s

members. The program, which
is funded by the multinational
oil company Total as part of its
social responsibility program, was
launched in 2010.

Saeed was granted a loan of
YR100,000 ($465) and started his
first honey beehive in 2010. Four
years later, he was actually able to
expand his enterprise: Saeed is in
proud possession of ten beehives
now and succeeded in paying the
money back to the Al-Rayan Micro-
Financing Program within only six
months.

“After 1 spent years being
unemployed and looking for a job, I
was advised by one of my friends to
head for Al-Rayan and get a loan to
initiate my business. I personally
advise everyone to start their
enterprise through a loan from one
of the microfinance institutions. I
feel like a successful entrepreneur
now,” Saeed said.

The loans handed out by the Al-
Rayan Micro-Financing Program
in Hadramout are mainly spent
on beehives, cattle, farming, the
set-up of small shops, and brick
manufacturing.

According to a Total-sponsored
survey, 60 percent of the
enterprises that were started with
the help of microloans have turned
into a sustainable source of income.
35 percent of the enterprises
could be sustained but failed to
act as a reliable source of income,
while 5 percent have remained
unsuccessful.

Electricity outages have
been an important cause for
entrepreneurial failure in Yemen’s
microfinance business. Enterprises
that are strongly dependent on a
steady supply of electricity, such as
carpenter workshops, blacksmiths,
and shops selling refrigerated
commodities, are  especially
disadvantaged by electricity cuts.

Um Khaled Al-Qubati, a 33-
year-old housewife, received a
loan from the AMB in 2013 to
launch the enterprise she has been
dreaming of for years. Using the
YR50,000 ($233) she was granted,
Al-Qubati purchased two sewing
devices and proudly opened up a
small dressmaking shop, sewing
traditional Abayas and dresses
for women. “It was great to start
a project with two machines,” she
remembers.

Continued on the back page
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Drawing for happiness

A promising young Yemeni processes his sadness through art

H Ali Saeed

t is difficult to know the
feelings that artists expe-
rience when drawing and
painting. It is equally dif-
ficult to comprehend their
emotions when finishing a piece of
art, unless, of course, they decide
to share and express them. Taha
Al-Jubahi, a young Yemeni artist,
often deals with and expresses his
sadness through painting. Yet, as
he explains in an interview with the
Yemen Times, he paints for happi-
ness.
“I feel happy when I draw. And

I convey ideas through painting
and drawing,” said Al-Jubahi. Al-
though his art expresses a variety
of themes, the underlying idea is
that people should live in a world
of peace and love, away from wars,
whatever their religion and races
are.

“I stopped drawing for eight years
after I finished secondary school. I
sustained psychological depression
and so the doctor advised me to
resume drawing,” said Al-Jubahi.
Originally from Taiz, Al-Jubahi is
currently studying business admin-
istration in Sana’a and draws when-
ever he finds free time.

Al-Jubahi wishes to portray the suffering in the world caused by wars
and disasters, especially in the Middle East.

For Al-Jubahi, no rules are re-
quired for someone to be an artist,
as he perceives painting to be “a tal-
ent and not a profession.”

Al-Jubahi started drawing when
he was six years old. This year, he is
competing for the President Award
for Youth, an annual cash prize
granted to talented young artists
and scientists.

“I want to display my art through
this competition and to have my
own art gallery later, exhibiting my
paintings,” said Al-Jubahi.

Holding a bunch of his paintings
in a big plastic bag, he explains that
he paints whenever he feels wor-
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ried, particularly before sleeping.
He usually paints at night and in
the afternoon in his bedroom, hav-
ing completed ten paintings so far.

“When I paint, I live in my own
world, I address objects, and I feel
they talk to me,” he said.

Portrait painting is also part of
Al-Jubahi's repertoire, although so
far he has only done one: his favor-
ite musician, the Saudi singer Ab-
dulmajeed Abdullah.

“Portraits restrict me in a cer-
tain way, but abstract painting is
limitless. I find more pleasure in
abstract art; sometimes tears drop
down while I'm painting,” he said.

|
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In varying abstract patterns and shades of gray, Al-Jubhari captures
and conveys his imagination of an angel.

LR

Broaching the issue of religious radicalism and free thought,
Al-Jubahi draws a small face hidden behind a long beard that
constitutes the centerpiece of his painting.

In this painting, Al-Jubahi aimed to express the persistence of hope in
spite of wide-spread suffering.

refusing to be held down by the reality that surrounds him.
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[@ Job Seekers
»

Male, bachelor’s degree in English
language, diploma in marketing &
computer science, experienced as
an operations officer, treasurer
and teacher. Looking for any job
that requires English. 777004207

Female, BA in Arabic literature,
very good written and spoken
French/English, seeks work as a
babysitter for a foreign family
(Aden or Taiz). 737168816
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» Rainbow School is requesting
female teachers for Arabic,
English and Maths, with no less
than 3 years experience, to
teach elementary grades. Fluent
and non-accented English
language is required. Contact:
733811430, 733406194. Email:
emmab565@yahoo.com

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

[ For Sale
[ Buying

[ Housing available
[ Housing wanted

Details:

Contact Address:

3 Job vacancies
3 Job seekers
3 Other

Please cut this coupon and send it to

Yemen Times
Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. call 268661/2/3
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LOVE for children, PASSION
to educate, DESIRE to do it
differently

We are seeking innovative and qualified nursery, KG,
and elementary (1 — 8) school teachers in all subjects both
in the Arabic section and in the English section.

Applicants are expected to be hardworking and enthusiastic
teaching professionals with excellent subject knowledge
and a sound understanding of the British national
curriculum (for the English section) or the Ministry of
Education curriculum (for the Arabic section).

Please submit your CV to
Fahd H. Al-Ma’mary, Head Teacher, by email:
thefederalschoolsofyemen@gmail.com

For more information, call on 677286/7 between 8 am
and 3 pm Saturday to Thursday.

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/

EXCLUSIVE
AIRCRAFT.

IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

WORLDWIDE LOGISTIC SOLUTIONS
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Black plays and wins in the 3rd move

nyopng

S -
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544

Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction

and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank

for Trade and Investment 01-209451

Electricity problems 177, Emergency
Police 199, Fire Brigade 191,Water
Problems 171, Telephone enquires 118,

CAR RENTAL

Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, Fax: 01240958
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
262111/3, Ministry of Communication Fax: 01 270804
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309

Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,
Red Crescent 203131/3, Tel-Yemen
7522202, Y .net 7522227

Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOM
& SPARE PART

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
Continental Airline 278668/283082  MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
Egypt Air 273452/275061  NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49
Gulf Air 440922 Sana’a: 400269
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5  OPEL / GM 203075
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8  SUZUKI 02 - 346000
Etihad Airways 01-442725 TOYOTA 445362/3
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

COMPUTER EDUCATION
AND INSTITUTE

Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
'ﬂ Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823  Infinit Education 01-444553
Fax:260824  NIT Quality Computer Education
02 - 270347 207025/26
fax 02 - 237824 British Institute for languages & Computer
S Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain 266222 - Fax: 514755
: Tel. 264775, 264702  YALI 01-448039
Fax. 264703, 503350  ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
Central Bank 274314/1 MALI 01-441036
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01 277224  Horizon 01-448573
Fax: 277291
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030

Fe'ED.ifs'
Sana’a 01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh 03 226 975 Taiz 04 205 780
DHL 01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS)

Al-Nada Center for General Services
Tel: 967 1 431339
Fax: 431340
alnada2 @yemen.net.ye
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
01 531221/531231

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671

Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo
Division

01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008

E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax.
601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital
01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000
Royal Crown Hotel & Suites

01406661 406681
L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500

Movenpick Hotel 01 546666

Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits ~ 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSURANCE COMPANIE

UNITED INSURANCE  Tel: 01/555 555
Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)

Sana’a 272713/874 Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz 250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8

Marib Insurance

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
Sana’a 284193, 5 lines
Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company

Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,

Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,

Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance  01-448340/1/2
Fax: 448339

RESTAURANT:

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
Tel: 01 505290
01 266375
Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
417391

My Pie 431999

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433

Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten
Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225

MINISTRIE

Sana’a International School Tel: 01
370191/2  Presidency 01-290200
Fax  Prime Minister 01-490 800
370193 Ministry of Public Works and Highways
International Turkish Schools 01-545132
01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593  Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159 01-274439
Manarat Schools 01-410011 Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research 01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Al-Jandul Supermarket. 01-422610  Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424 01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
01-282063
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour
Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic- 01-262809
English-French -German-Russian-Italian- ~ Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish- ~ Ministry of Public Health and Population
Eriterea-Ambharic. 01-252211
Tel: 01-240515  Ministry of Youth and Sports  01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
I TR Minisury o Justce 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83  Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
02-221270  Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals
Falcon Holidays 444118 01-202309
Falcon Business Center 446250  Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Al-Nasim Travel 270750  Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Universal Business Travel Center Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
441158/9/60  Ministry of Communications and
Qadas Fly 01-280777  Information Technology 01-331460
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6  Ministry of Local Administration
01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
American World University, Rep.  International Cooperation 01-250101
by IS academy Tel.01-535700-  Ministry of Education 01-252732
733061203 Fax: 535702  Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
University of Applied and Social Science ~ Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441,  Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Aden: 234533 /234960  Ministry of Transportation ~ 01-2022257
Queen rwa University Tel: 449971/2  Ministry of Water and Environment
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5 01-418289
Alandalus University Tel: 675567  Ministry of Electricity 01-326196
Fax: 675885
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read
English-language newspaper
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Microfinance in Yemen thrives despite economic troubles

Two months later, however, Al-
Qubati found that she could not
repay the first installment. In her
opinion, there were two reasons
why her project never paid off. “The
neighborhood I live in is located in a
low populated area in the outskirts
of Sana’a. I thought over time people
would come over once they heard
about my project. However, time
elapsed and things did not turn out
as expected.”

The second reason named by Al-
Qubati in rationalizing the failure of
her project, is the electricity outages

which hindered her from submitting
the dresses to her female customers
on time. As a consequence, she lost
people’s confidence and ultimately
her project.

In the end, Al-Qubati had to re-
turn to the bank, reporting and com-
plaining about her failure. She was
advised to stop the project and sell
her sewing devices to be able to re-
pay her loan.

“I sold the devices but with a
YR10,000 ($47) loss. I repaid the
money to the bank and was ex-
empt from repaying the remaining

LOCTITE

Loctite® LB 7039

Electrical Contact Cleaner

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR
@ 4)lill Cyli gy Asuaugg

Thabet Son Corporation
Industrial Products Division
Mujahed Street
Telefax +1 26 99 28
Mobile: 772 090 037 & 777 381 282
E-mail: tsc_ipd2@yahoo.com

d for use on electrical contacts

Loctite® LB 7039 is a spray for
without damaging existing varnishes
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YR10,000 ($47) after a committee
sent by the bank evaluated my failed
project.”

According to Al-Mikhlafi, enforce-
ment strategies ensuring the pay-
back of loans vary among MFIs and
individual cases.

He explains that institutions which
grant loans often send the loan of-
ficer to evaluate the situation and
figure out whether the enterprise
crippled because of justifications be-
yond their clients’ ability, like disas-
ters or recession, or whether failure
resulted from the client’s leniency or
laziness.

On an individual basis it is then
decided whether a second, smaller
loan is granted to help the client to
bring his business back on track, or
whether his guarantor is pressured
to repay the loan for him.

If the guarantor refuses or is un-
able to repay the loan, both the cli-
ent and the guarantor need to go to
court. “MFTIs are trying to establish
and maintain a culture of repay-
ment,” al-Mikhlafi explained. If one
person refuses to pay, others will
follow, putting the whole microfi-
nance business at risk, he adds.

Al-Mikhlafi emphasized, how-
ever, that court cases on microfi-
nance loans have barely occurred.
“The costs of court would probably
be higher than the loan itself,” he
explains, adding that the few court
cases which have occurred were
supposed to set an example.

“Generally, the repayment rate of
microloans in Yemen is very high,
ranging between 98 and 99 per-
cent,” Al-Mikhlafi says. During the
2011 uprising, repayment dropped
but soon went up again.
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How effective is microfinance
in reducing poverty?

Yemen’s microfinance sector can
safely be referred to as a cosmopoli-
tan field, involving numerous for-
eign parties and stakeholders. The
World Bank financially supported
the SFD and its initial microfinance
program in 1998. In 2010, it was in
partnership with the UNDP that the
SFD announced the YMN. One year
later, in its 2011 report on microfi-
nance enterprises, the SFD high-
lighted its close cooperation with the
Garmeen Foundation, the AGFUND
(Arab Gulf Fund for United Nations
Development Programs), the Ger-
man Development Bank (KfW), the
International Finance Cooperation
(IFC), the Dutch government, the
German International Aid Agency
(GIZ), US-AID, and others.

The total example already illus-
trated the involvement of foreign
companies in Yemen’s microfinance
sector. Other examples of foreign in-
volvement are online initiatives, like
the crowdfunding website kiva.org.
Anyone new to kiva visiting their
website currently receives a $25
trial loan, that he or she can freely
forward to an entrepreneur in Ye-
men, or any other country for that
matter. These trials are donated by
Grameen-Jameel, a non-profit or-
ganization operating in the MENA
region.

There are currently 64 loans on
the Kiva website that go to Yemeni
entrepreneurs. The organization is
trying to reach a Yemeni audience
both within the country and abroad
that would care to support their
country one loan at a time.

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP S.A.L OFFSHORE (CCC)

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

e Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

@ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

@ High quality buildings & sports complexes.

e Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cecyemen.com

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

The high number of aid institu-
tions involved in the build-up of Ye-
men’s microfinance sector reflects
the wide-spread perception, or hope,
that microfinance is a sure-fire way
to aid the poor.

Yet, as Al-Mikhlafi told the Yemen
Times, there has not been a real im-
pact assessment of Yemen’s micro
finance industry since its beginnings
in 1997.

While numerous documented
success stories in the area of micro-
finance exist, the exact relationship
between poverty reduction and in-
creasing microfinance activities in
Yemen remains unclear and con-
tested.

Emphasizing the ambiguity of
whether or not microfinance enter-
prises manage to elevate start-up
entrepreneurs above the poverty
line, David Roodman, author of
“Due Diligence: An Impertinent In-

quiry into Microfinance,” noted in a
Washington Times article in March
2012, “poor people who take loans
use them in different ways and with
different outcomes. By luck or by
pluck, some do well, and it is their
stories, of course, that microcredit
promoters have most often recount-
ed.”

Rather than merely questioning
the effectiveness of microfinance as
a means of poverty reduction, re-
searchers like Chang and Bateman
go one step further, arguing that
microfinance could actually pose
an obstacle to poverty reduction.
An overemphasis of microfinance,
they claim, could divert attention
and resources from more important
government-regulated  economic
and social policies that have been
crucial to the success of fast-growing
economies like China, Vietnam, and
South Korea.
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