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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki.

SANA’A, Aug. 10—Fifteen sol-
diers were killed in two separate in-
cidents on Friday and Saturday in 
Hadramout governorate by mem-
bers of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP).

On Friday night AQAP members 
killed 14 soldiers of the 135th In-
fantry Brigade in Seyoun district, 
Hadramout. The soldiers were cap-
tured from a civilian transport bus; 
four of them were decapitated, the 
remaining ten were shot dead. 

Another solider was killed on 
Saturday when the same brigade 
was combing the neighboring al-
Qatan disctrict, according to a high 
ranking	
�    officer	
�    in	
�    the	
�    135th	
�    Infan-
try Brigade who asked to remain 
anonymous for fear of his life. 

Two further soldiers and eight 
AQAP	
�    militants	
�    were	
�    killed	
�    in	
�    fight-
ing in Al-Qatan earlier that week, 
while twelve members of AQAP 
were arrested.

“A mistake was made by the 
brigade: we did not consider the 
soldiers’ safety, and that AQAP’s 
armed men had spread in that area, 
so we sent soldiers home via buses, 
owned by Al-Baraq Company , to 
drive them to Sana’a. But the eyes 
and spies of AQAP, inside or outside 
the brigade, informed the armed 
men and they ambushed the sol-
diers in Al-Hazem area and killed 
and slaughtered the soldiers,” the 
officer	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times.

Explaining why the soldiers 
were using civilian transport to 
begin	
�    with,	
�     the	
�     officer	
�     said,	
�     “after	
�    
the large battles with AQAP mili-
tants on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday [in Al-Qatan area], we 
had a huge victory. After that we 
had very high morale and did not 
expect that AQAP would ambush 
us, so we decided to send some sol-
diers to their families to take some 
rest as a reward for holding their 
ground, because they had spent the 
Eid holiday with the brigade.” 

The	
�     officer	
�     added,	
�     “now,	
�     we	
�     are	
�    
deployed in Seyoun and the entire 
city is under our control, and we 
will pursue the armed men. The 
perpetrators will not escape pun-
ishment.”

Eyewitness account 
Eyewitness Ameen Baroufaied, 
who was aboard the bus that the 
14 soldiers were captured from, 
posted his account of events online. 
Baroufaied	
�     confirmed	
�     his	
�     story	
�     to	
�    
the	
�     Yemen	
�     Times	
�     over	
�     the	
�     phone,	
�    
adding that he is still too shaken up 
from that day’s horrifying events to 
talk about them more. 

“After Maghrib Prayer in Seyoun 
the land transport bus started to 
move, carrying armed soldiers that 
seemed afraid and were wearing 
parts of their army uniforms which 
made it obvious that they were 
soldiers. Before we could leave, an 
armed man boarded the bus and 
walked around it which made the 
soldiers more nervous and afraid,” 
he began. 

Baroufaied recounts that while 
the bus was heading toward the air-
port, taking the main street toward 
Shibam area, the bus driver was in-
formed that AQAP members were 
waiting on the road, so he went 
back to Seyoun and took an alter-
native road, Seyoun-Hawtah. 

When soldiers in the bus noticed 
that armed men on motorbikes were 
following them, civilian passengers 
convinced them to hide anything 
which would identify them as mili-
tary personnel and to change into 
civilian clothing. The soldiers did, 
hiding their guns under their seats.

“If we had not done that there 
would have been a massacre on the 
bus, because we heard the soldiers 
were planning a confrontation in 
case we were pulled over by AQAP 
members,” he said.

At Al-Hazem area in Seyoun 
district, the bus was stopped at a 
checkpoint manned by armed men. 
“A veiled armed man boarded the 

bus and ordered us to evacuate. We 
exited the bus and there were more 
than 50 armed men, most of them 
from Hadramout and veiled,” Ba-
roufaied explains. 

He recalls that they “looked at 
the passengers’ IDs and apologized 
to us because we are civilians. They 
laid the soldiers on the ground 
while they were crying and scream-
ing, and the camera was recording 
everything.” 

Jalal Baleedi, who used to be the 
AQAP commander in Abyan be-
tween 2011-12, then spoke to the 
civilian passengers.

“Baleedi came and gave us a 
speech, mainly about how the sol-
diers	
�     are	
�     filthy	
�     Rawafidh	
�     [people	
�    
who reject Islamic authority], how 
they let the Houthis have their way 
in the north and came here to kill 
Sunnis in the south,” Baroufaied 
said.

The militants then drove away 
with the soldiers, still alive, in a 
Toyota Hilux, while Baleedi left in 
a plain Toyota Corolla, Baroufa-
ied reported. He added that it was 
only one soldier who was left be-
hind with the other civilians as he 
could	
�    not	
�    be	
�     identified	
�    as	
�    military	
�    
personnel.

Fighting in Al-Qatan
This tragic incident came after a 
violent week in Al-Qatan, where 
fighting	
�    broke	
�    out	
�    periodically	
�    from	
�    
Tuesday, August 5, until Thursday, 
August 7, between the army and 
AQAP militants. In the course of 
fighting	
�    two	
�    soldiers	
�    and	
�    eight	
�    mili-
tants were killed, and twelve mem-
bers of AQAP were arrested.
On	
�     Tuesday,	
�     August	
�     7,	
�     fighting	
�    

first	
�     broke	
�    out	
�     in	
�    Al-Qatan.	
�    AQAP	
�    
members attacked the district’s 
government headquarters one day 
later, on Wednesday, again engag-
ing	
�     in	
�     fighting	
�     with	
�     the	
�     army.	
�     Al-
though the army announced its 
full control over Al-Qatan, and 
its expelling of the gunmen, on 
Wednesday evening.AQAP mem-

bers were again visible in Al-Qatan 
on	
�    Thursday	
�    when	
�    periodic	
�    fighting	
�    
renewed.

One week ago, the 135th Infan-
try Brigade moved from Lahj gov-
ernorate to Seyoun, Hadramout to 
reinforce the armed forces already 
positioned there. 

The brigade participated in the 
wars against the Houthis between 
2004 and 2010. After that it relo-
cated from Sa’ada to Aden, then 
to	
�     nearby	
�    Abyan	
�     to	
�     fight	
�    AQAP	
�     in	
�    
2012. 

Along with the 135th Infantry 
Brigade, now positioned in Seyoun 
and Al-Qatan, the Al-Salam Battal-
ion arrived from Sana’a last week 
specifically	
�    to	
�    secure	
�    Seyoun	
�    and	
�    to	
�    
support the 37th Armored Brigade, 
which was already stationed in the 
area.

According to Dr. Saeed Al-Jam-
hi, the head of the Al-Jamhi Stud-
ies	
�     and	
�     Research	
�     Center	
�     which	
�    
conducts	
�    studies	
�    about	
�    AQAP	
�    in	
�    Ye-
men, “AQAP militants have a major 
presence in Hadramout governor-
ate and their numbers have doubled 
during the past two months.”

Rising fear of what’s to come
“We hold the Ministry of Defense 
responsible for what happened to 
our colleagues and we demand 
that the leadership of the ministry, 
as well as the brigade’s command 
and the 1st Military Command in 
Hadramout [which is responsible 
for the 135th Infantry Brigade] be 
held accountable,” said Abdulraha-
man Mohammad Ahmed, one of 
the soldiers in the 135th Infantry 
Brigade.

In his opinion, secure transpor-
tation should have been provided 
to the brigade’s soldiers by aircraft. 
“They know we are in continuing 
battles with AQAP militants and 
that the area is not secure.” 

He added, “right now we are not 
leaving our military bases until 
there are aircrafts to transport us. 
We are fearing for our lives.”

Gruesome video and photos of 
the killings were taken from AQAP’s 
Twitter account and circulated on 
news and social media websites. 
They were met with considerable 
public outrage from locals and gov-
ernment	
�    officials	
�    alike	
�    condemning	
�    
the act as barbaric. 

Abdulrazzaq Al-Jamal, a jour-
nalist specialized in AQAP affairs, 
said that “the way in which those 
soldiers were killed will distance 
AQAP	
�    from	
�    Yemeni’s	
�    hearts;;	
�    it	
�    is	
�    a	
�    
very heinous method.”

Friday’s attack reminded many 
Yemenis	
�    of	
�    the	
�    attack	
�    carried	
�    out	
�    by	
�    
AQAP on the Defense Ministry hos-
pital in Sana’a in 2013, which left 56 
people killed and 215 injured. 

Local residents in Seyoun are 
afraid that things may become 
worse in their city as a result of the 
increasing presence of militants as 
well as the massive number of army 
troops in the area, fueling the fear 

that a war is looming.
According to Ahmed Saleh 

Shamlol, a resident of Seyoun and 
a journalist, Seyoun and Al-Qatan 
have been witnessing clashes be-
tween the army and AQAP for the 
past two months. Government 
headquarters and public schools 
were burglarized and destroyed, 
hospitals were closed down, and 
homes were destroyed due to the 
clashes, which has spread fear and 
panic among the locals.  

Shamlol added that “gunmen 
are present in large numbers and 
appear openly in Seyoun and Al-
Qatan. They have taken advantage 
of the major lack of security in the 
governorate; they have entered it 
and spread in all its streets; they 
have polarized locals because they 
came in the name of religion. Some  
[locals] have joined AQAP because 
of their poor economic condition—
they joined for the money.”
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Amal Al-Yarisi

SANA’A, Aug. 11—Security forces 
were deployed throughout Al-Haw-
ta, the capital of Lahj governorate, 
after armed men suspected of being 
members of Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula (AQAP) carried out 
simultaneous attacks on the city’s 
Special Security Forces headquar-
ters, Political Security Bureau, and 
government compound on Saturday 
evening.

A security source who spoke on 
condition of anonymity for fear of 
reprisal	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times	
�    that	
�    
members of AQAP handed out pam-
phlets declaring Al-Hawta city an 
Islamic Emirate last Thursday. In 
anticipation of an attack by AQAP, 
security departments “adopted pre-

cautionary measures and deployed 
security personnel around govern-
ment headquarters,” the source 
said.

The source added that individu-
als	
�     who	
�     carried	
�     AQAP	
�     flags	
�     used	
�    
artillery shells and medium weap-
onry when attacking the Special 
Security Forces headquarters, the 
Political Security Bureau and the 
governorate’s central government 
compound, including different gov-
ernment	
�     departments	
�     and	
�     offices,	
�    
in Al-Hawta on Saturday evening.

The army and the police ex-
changed	
�     fire	
�     with	
�     the	
�     AQAP	
�     mili-
tants until Sunday morning, with 
neither side suffering any casu-
alties, according to the security 
source.

“The soldiers and the security ar-

eas are all under threat, and could 
be attacked by AQAP at any time. 
Therefore we have deployed mili-
tary forces in various areas,” the 
source said. 

AQAP announced on its Facebook 
page that it carried out an attack on 
a number of security headquarters 
in Al-Hawta on Saturday evening, 
using artillery shells, rocket-pro-
pelled grenades, and light weapons. 

Prior to the recent attacks, AQAP 
assassinated Ali Bin Ali, an employ-
ee working with the Civil Status Au-
thority in Al-Hawta on Friday eve-
ning, thinking he was an employee 
of the Political Security Bureau, 
according to Baasem Al-Zoraiqi, a 
journalist in Lahj.
This	
�     information	
�     was	
�     confirmed	
�    

by the security source.

A statement by AQAP released on 
Twitter said that a “spy” working 
with the Political Security Bureau 
in Al-Masawa neighborhood of Al-
Hawta was shot and killed on Sat-
urday, August 9.

“All soldiers are now threatened 
by AQAP, which is spread around 
the outskirts of Al-Hawta,” said Al-
Zoraiqi.

Saeed Al-Jamhi, head of the Al-
Jamhi	
�    Studies	
�    and	
�    Research	
�    Center,	
�    
indicated that the current outburst 
of violence in Hadramout was a 
consequence of short-term security 
measures. After military offensives 
against AQAP operatives in Shabwa 
and Abyan, the two governorates’ 
borders	
�     were	
�     insufficiently	
�     con-
trolled. This allowed AQAP mem-
bers	
�    to	
�    flee	
�    to	
�    Hadramout.

Heavy security presence in Lahj after AQAP Attack

Fifteen soldiers 

killed in Hadramout

AQAP militants stopped a bus carrying both civlians and soldiers, 
before kidnapping and later executing 14 soliders who were on their 
way home. Photos were published by AQAP on its twitter account.

AQAP militants inspect soliders’ identity cards. An eyewitness re-
ports they apologyzed to the civilians on board.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Aug. 11—Tribal me-
diators sent to President Abdu 
Rabu	
�     Mansour	
�     Hadi	
�     by	
�     the	
�    
southern tribal leader Tareq Al-
Fadhli on Saturday have thus 
far failed to release Al-Fadhli’s 
two sons, who were arrested on 
Wednesday in Hadramout.

Several local media reported 
on Saturday that Al-Fadhli sent 
prominent military and tribal 
figures	
�     from	
�    Abyan	
�    to	
�    Sana’a	
�     in	
�    
order to convince President Hadi 
to release his two sons, who were 
arrested	
�     for	
�     fighting	
�     with	
�     Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP) in Seyoun, Hadramout 
governorate. 

Local media further reported 
that President Hadi refused to 
release Al-Fadhli’s sons and that 
Al-Fadhli’s mediation team re-
quested the head of the National 
Security Bureau to provide spe-
cial treatment to his sons. 

Jamal Al-Qeiz, head of the 
Defense Ministry’s Security 
Department,	
�     confirmed	
�     this	
�     in-
formation.	
�     He	
�     told	
�     the	
�     Yemen	
�    
Times that he heard a mediation 
team was sent to President Hadi 
to request the release of Al-Fad-
hli’s two sons and to treat them 
well while being held in custody.

“I am sure nobody, including 
President Hadi and the Defense 
Ministry, can release Al-Fadhli’s 
sons, who will be punished like 
other Al-Qaeda militants,” he 
said.

The arrest of Al-Fadhli’s sons 
on Wednesday was carried out 
by soldiers of the 135th Infan-
try Brigade during clashes with 
AQAP militants, which left a sol-
dier and eight militants killed 

and 12 other militants arrested. 
A	
�     high-ranking	
�     official	
�     of	
�     the	
�    

brigade, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity for fear of reper-
cussions, said that Al-Fadhli’s 
sons were arrested around noon 
and handed over to the military 
police in Abyan, thereafter being 
transferred to Sana’a by helicop-
ter on Friday.

He alluded that “if Al-Fadhli’s 
sons are released this would be a 
betrayal to the blood of the sol-
diers who were killed by Al-Fad-
hli’s sons and by other members 
of AQAP. We demand the presi-
dent of the republic to give them 
the maximum penalty under law 
because they are murderers.”

Tareq Al-Fadhli is an im-
portant and powerful tribal 
leader	
�     and	
�     prominent	
�     figure	
�     in	
�    
the Southern Movement. Like 
President Hadi, he is originally 
from	
�     Abyan	
�     governorate.	
�     Ye-
meni authorities in November 
2012 forced Al-Fadhli to move 
from Abyan to Aden and placed 
him under house arrest after he 
refused to actively support the 
military in its campaign against 
AQAP.	
�     In	
�     June	
�     he	
�     fled	
�     Aden	
�     to	
�    
Abyan governorate, escaping 
house arrest.

Once a leading member of the 
General People’s Congress and 
later siding with the Southern 
Movement and urging southern 
secession, Al-Fadhli has long 
been	
�    a	
�    controversial	
�    figure	
�    in	
�    the	
�    
country. Having fought against 
the Soviet Union in Afghanistan 
under Osama Bin Laden in the 
1980s and having been publicly 
accused	
�     by	
�     the	
�     Yemeni	
�     govern-
ment of supporting AQAP in Ab-
yan in 2009, Al-Fadhli has often 
been associated with Al-Qaeda 
in the past.

Tribal mediation ongoing 
to release sons of southern 
leader
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االجائزةۃةاالأسماالرقماالجائزةۃةاالأسماالرقماالجائزةۃةاالأسماالرقماالجائزةۃةاالأسماالرقماالجائزةۃةاالأسماالرقم
موددمممحمد خالد مسوااكك113ااسکكانرعلاءء  االعديني85موددممصباحح عبدااالله ززيد57موددممبليغ اانورر االغفورريي29 هدية من شرکكة ماممااحمد عبدااالله شرفف1
رريسيفرمحمد ززيد االهدرريي114رريسيفرعلومم عبدهه عبدااالله86تلفونن االکكاتلصداامم عليانن58هدية من شرکكة ماممتيسير محمد ااحمد30 فحص طبيااحمد قائد االذيب2
ااسکكانرمحمد صالح االصلاحي115 شاشة 24 بوصة LGعلي ااحمد عبدااالله87 ددووررةۃة في معهد ياليصفاءء موسى االقاررعع59فحص طبيجمالل عبداالناصر االحماطي31موددممااحمد محفوظظ ثابت3
تلفونن االکكاتلمحمد عامر116رريسيفرعلي حزاامم ناشر88ددووررهه في معهد ياليصفية مرتضى االشاحذيي60رريسفرحافظ مطيع علي32تلفونن االکكاتلااحمد محمد االغفارريي4
طابعه + إإسکكانر + برجترمحمد عبدااالله طامش117رريسيفرعلي عبد االغني عليDVD89ضيف ااالله ااحمد االبرددووني61اايباددحمديي محمد يحي2000033ااخت اابرااهيم يحي منصورر5
موددمممحمد عبدااالله علي118هدية من شرکكة ماممعلي عبدااالله شطيرةۃة90رريسيفرطه ااحمد صيفانن62تلفونن االکكاتلحنانن ااحمد عبدااالله34 ددووررةۃة في معهد A2Zااخت موسى علي6
لابتوببمحمد عبداالوااسع سعد119شاشه 24 بوصةعلي محمد االنشدلي91ددووررهه في معهد نيوهورراايزننعائشة علي االقرااعع63ددووررهه في معهد نيوهورراايزننحنانن شوقي عبدااالله35ددووررهه في معهد نيوهورراايزنناادداامم علي مساعد7
ددووررهه في معهد ياليمحمد علي جعفر120 تلفونن االل جيعمارر محمد االمابهي2000092عائشه حسن ااحمد64ساعةخالد ااحمد عيسى36ساعةاادديب ااحمد االبعدااني8
موددمممحمد قائد مهديي121فحص طبيعمر جعدلل93شاشه 42 بوصةعاددلل محمد االسلالي65طابعةخالد ااحمد عيسى37ساعةااسامه سلطانن9
رريسيفرمحمد يوسف االفقية122رريسيفرعمراانورر سالم94ددووررةۃة اانجليزييعاددلل محمد االنعمي1000066خالد شاطر38هدية من شرکكة ماممااسماءء ااحمد عطيفة10
موددمممطهر حسين االهلالي123هدية من شرکكة ماممغالب اابرااهيم االحسيني95 هدية من شرکكة ماممعبداالرحيم محمد االاصبحي67موددممخالد شاطر حسين شاطر 39ددووررةۃة اانجليزييااسماءء عبداالرحمن11
فحص طبيمعين عبدةۃة االسماوويي124ااسکكانرغسانن االعميسي96ددووررهه في معهد نيوهورراايزننعبداالسلامم صالح االغذيفي68طابعةخالد عبدةۃة ااحمد عبداالرحمن40رريسيفرااسماعيل محمد ااحمد12
تلفونن االل جيمنصورر علي االعرااسي125 کكاميراا دديجتاللفؤاادد ررااشد  محمد االمسورريي97 ددووررةۃة في معهد ياليعبداالسلامم عبداالملك االشرعبي69ددووررهه في معهد ياليخالد قاسم االشعريي41رريسيفرااشرااقق عبدااالله  االسرااجي13
اايباددمنير عبداالکكريم126موددممفاطمة مصطفى عبدااالله98تلفونن االکكاتلعبداالکكافي سيف70فحص طبيخليل علي محمد42رريسيفرااکكرمم حميد االجراادديي14
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االفائزين في االمسابقاتت االرمضانية
االذين لم يستلمواا جواائزهم

علماً بأنن آآخر موعد لتسليم االجواائز يومم االأرربعاءء وواالخميس 14/8/2014-13 من االساعة 9 صباحاً ووحتى 4عصرااً
ووعلى جميع االفائزين االإلتزاامم بالحضورر في االموعد االمحددد حيث اانه آآخر موعد للتسليم

Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Aug. 11—The presiden-

tial committee assigned by Presi-

dent Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi to 

resolve	
�    the	
�    conflict	
�    in	
�    Al-Jawf	
�    be-

tween	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    and	
�    local	
�    Sunni	
�    
tribesmen	
�     began	
�     on	
�     Saturday	
�     to	
�    
implement	
�     the	
�     ceasefire	
�     agree-

ment	
�    in	
�    Al-Safra	
�    area,	
�    in	
�    the	
�    west	
�    
of	
�    Al-Jawf	
�    governorate.	
�    	
�    
Mohammed	
�    Daraan,	
�     a	
�    member	
�    

of	
�     the	
�     presidential	
�     committee,	
�    
said that they began removing 

barricades and road blocks in Al-

Jawf	
�    as	
�    well	
�    as	
�    strategic	
�    positions	
�    
used	
�    to	
�    control	
�    areas,	
�    adding	
�    that	
�    
both parties are responsive to the 

agreement but remain suspicious 

of	
�    one	
�    another.
“We	
�     have	
�     been	
�     working	
�     since	
�    

July	
�     19	
�     and	
�     finally	
�     began	
�     imple-

menting	
�     the	
�     ceasefire	
�     agreement	
�    
on	
�     Saturday.	
�     Both	
�     parties	
�     abided	
�    
by	
�     the	
�     agreement	
�     and	
�     showed	
�    
goodwill,”	
�    he	
�    said.

Daraan added that the commit-

tee	
�     is	
�     currently	
�     discussing	
�     a	
�     way	
�    
to exchange the prisoners and ab-

ducted	
�    people	
�    on	
�    Monday.
Mubarak	
�     Al-Abadi,	
�     director	
�     of	
�    

the Islah Party’s Media Depart-

ment	
�     in	
�     Al-Jawf,	
�     confirmed	
�     that	
�    
the presidential committee has 

begun	
�    implementing	
�    the	
�    ceasefire	
�    
agreement,	
�     adding	
�     that	
�     the	
�     situa-

tion	
�     is	
�     currently	
�     calm	
�     in	
�     Al-Jawf	
�    
and	
�     that	
�     “all	
�     positions	
�     were	
�     re-

moved	
�    in	
�    Al-Safra	
�    area.”
Al-Bukhaiti,	
�     a	
�     member	
�     of	
�     the	
�    

Houthis'	
�    Political	
�    Office,	
�    also	
�    con-

firmed	
�     that	
�     the	
�     situation	
�     is	
�     stable	
�    
and that the presidential commit-

tee	
�     is	
�     implementing	
�     the	
�     ceasefire	
�    

agreement.	
�    He	
�     said	
�     that	
�     the	
�    pris-
oners and abducted people held by 

both	
�    parties	
�    will	
�    be	
�    exchanged	
�    ac-

cording	
�    to	
�    the	
�    agreement.
“We have several prisoners and 

we	
�    are	
�    going	
�    to	
�    exchange	
�    them	
�    for	
�    
Ansar Allah's [Houthi] members 

who	
�     were	
�     abducted	
�     by	
�     the	
�     other	
�    
party,”	
�    he	
�    said.
While	
�    the	
�    Al-Safra	
�    area	
�    appears	
�    

calm,	
�    Faisal	
�    Al-Aswad,	
�    a	
�     journal-
ist	
�    in	
�    al-Jawf,	
�    reported	
�    on	
�    Monday	
�    
morning	
�    that	
�    clashes	
�    have	
�    renewed	
�    
in	
�    Al-Ghail	
�    district.	
�    

Daraan announced that the 

presidential	
�     committee	
�     will	
�     visit	
�    
Al-Ghail	
�     “either	
�     late	
�     Sunday	
�     or	
�    
early Monday to implement the 

ceasefire	
�    agreement	
�    there,”	
�    remov-

ing all the barricades and strategic 

positions.	
�    
The	
�     ceasefire	
�     agreement,	
�    which	
�    

was	
�     signed	
�     last	
�     Saturday	
�     by	
�     both	
�    
warring	
�    parties,	
�    stipulates	
�    the	
�    re-

moval	
�     of	
�     barricades,	
�     the	
�     evacua-

tion	
�    of	
�    positions	
�    created	
�    to	
�    control	
�    
areas,	
�     the	
�     exchange	
�     of	
�     prisoners	
�    
detained	
�     during	
�     the	
�     fighting,	
�     and	
�    
the	
�     return	
�     of	
�     bodies	
�     of	
�     both	
�     par-
ties’	
�    victims.
The	
�    committee	
�    was	
�    supposed	
�    to	
�    

start implementing the agreement 

on August 3 but had to postpone 

its	
�    work	
�    because	
�    of	
�    renewed	
�    clash-

es	
�    that	
�    broke	
�    out	
�    in	
�    Al-Saqia	
�    area	
�    
in	
�    Al-Ghail	
�    district.
While	
�     the	
�     agreement	
�     was	
�     of-

ficially	
�     signed	
�     between	
�     a	
�     Houthi	
�    
representative and a representa-

tive	
�     for	
�     the	
�     popular	
�     committees	
�    
formed	
�     by	
�     the	
�     Sunni	
�     tribesmen,	
�    
the Houthis continue to accuse 

their	
�    opponents	
�    of	
�    being	
�    affiliated	
�    
with	
�    the	
�    Islah	
�    Party.

Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Aug. 10—Yemen is still 

waiting	
�    for	
�    the	
�    Board	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Inter-
national	
�    Monetary	
�    Fund	
�    (IMF)	
�    to	
�    
endorse	
�    a	
�    loan	
�    of	
�    $560	
�    million	
�    af-
ter	
�    the	
�    government	
�    cut	
�    fuel	
�    subsi-
dies	
�    on	
�    July	
�    30,	
�    the	
�    London-based	
�    
Al-Hayat	
�     Arabic	
�     newspaper	
�     on	
�    
Friday	
�     quoted	
�     a	
�     government	
�     offi-

cial	
�    as	
�    saying.
Removing	
�     the	
�     fuel	
�     subsidy	
�     was	
�    

a	
�    condition	
�    set	
�    by	
�    the	
�    IMF	
�    for	
�    the	
�    
loan agreement that Yemen began 

talking	
�     with	
�     the	
�     fund	
�     about	
�     last	
�    
May	
�     in	
�     Jordan,	
�     according	
�     to	
�     the	
�    
source	
�    quoted	
�    by	
�    Al-Hayat.	
�    
In	
�     late	
�    July	
�     the	
�    government	
�    cut	
�    

the	
�     subsidy	
�    by	
�     70	
�    percent,	
�    mean-

ing	
�    that	
�    the	
�    remaining	
�    30	
�    percent	
�    
still	
�     needs	
�     to	
�    be	
�     cut	
�     for	
�     it	
�     to	
�     be	
�     a	
�    
complete	
�    removal	
�    of	
�     the	
�     fuel	
�    sub-

sidy.	
�    
On	
�     Friday	
�     Reuters	
�     quoted	
�     the	
�    

minister	
�    of	
�    planning	
�    and	
�     interna-

tional	
�     cooperation,	
�     Mohammad	
�    
Al-Saadi,	
�    as	
�    saying	
�    that	
�    he	
�    thinks	
�    
the	
�    loan	
�    will	
�    begin	
�    to	
�    be	
�    dispersed	
�    
in	
�    two	
�    months	
�    time.	
�    
The	
�     Ministry	
�     of	
�     Finance	
�     and	
�    

the	
�    Ministry	
�     of	
�     Planning	
�     and	
�     In-

ternational Cooperation declined 

to provide any details on the loan 

agreement	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times.
The	
�     former	
�    minister	
�    of	
�    finance,	
�    

Sakhr	
�     Al-Wajeeh,	
�     told	
�     Reuters	
�     in	
�    
May	
�     that	
�     the	
�     IMF	
�     loan	
�     would	
�     be	
�    
disbursed	
�     over	
�     a	
�     period	
�     of	
�     three	
�    
years.

“Yemen needs to re-orient pub-

lic	
�     spending	
�     towards	
�     pro-growth,	
�    
pro-poor	
�     outlays,	
�     and	
�     to	
�     reduce	
�    
the	
�    fiscal	
�    deficit	
�    in	
�    order	
�    to	
�    contain	
�    
pressures	
�    on	
�    inflation	
�    and	
�    foreign	
�    
exchange	
�     reserves,”	
�     the	
�     IMF	
�     said	
�    
in	
�    a	
�    report	
�    published	
�    in	
�    April.
It	
�    said	
�    that	
�    “donor	
�    financing	
�    for	
�    

the	
�    budget	
�    will	
�     be	
�     crucial	
�     to	
�     sup-

port	
�    economic	
�    reforms	
�    and	
�    to	
�    halt	
�    
a	
�    further	
�    decline	
�    in	
�    the	
�    already	
�    low	
�    

infrastructure	
�     investment.”	
�     The	
�    
report	
�     added	
�     that	
�     the	
�     IMF	
�     pro-

vided	
�     financial	
�     support	
�     to	
�     Yemen	
�    
in	
�    2012.	
�    
“Staff	
�     remain	
�     in	
�     close	
�     dialogue	
�    

with	
�     the	
�     authorities	
�     on	
�     economic	
�    
policy	
�     challenges,	
�     including	
�     those	
�    
related	
�     to	
�     the	
�     move	
�     to	
�     a	
�     federal	
�    
structure	
�     of	
�     the	
�     state,”	
�     the	
�     report	
�    
reads.
The	
�     government	
�     spent	
�     YR656	
�    

billion	
�     ($3.05	
�     billion)	
�     in	
�     2013	
�     on	
�    
subsidizing	
�     fuel	
�     whereas	
�     invest-
ment	
�     spending	
�     was	
�     halted	
�     com-

pletely,	
�     President	
�     Abdu	
�     Rabu	
�    
Mansour Hadi said last Wednes-

day	
�    during	
�    a	
�    meeting	
�    with	
�    cabinet	
�    
members.

Hadi explained that the govern-

ment	
�    sustains	
�    an	
�    acute	
�    shortage	
�    of	
�    
revenues due to repeated sabotage 

attacks	
�    on	
�    oil	
�    pipelines,	
�    which	
�    halt	
�    
production.	
�    

Yemen oil production decreased 

from	
�    400,000	
�    barrels	
�    of	
�    oil	
�    per	
�    day	
�    

in	
�    2005	
�     to	
�     only	
�     134,000	
�     in	
�    2014,	
�    
according	
�     to	
�     the	
�     president.	
�     Hadi	
�    
explained that the sharp reduction 

of	
�    oil	
�    production	
�    led	
�    to	
�    an	
�    increase	
�    
in	
�    local	
�    debts	
�    which,	
�    until	
�    June	
�    of	
�    
this	
�    year,	
�    reached	
�    YR3.039	
�    trillion	
�    
($14	
�    billion).	
�    
The	
�     halt	
�     of	
�     oil	
�     production	
�     has	
�    

also	
�     forced	
�     the	
�     government	
�     to	
�    
import	
�     oil.	
�     The	
�     fuel	
�     import	
�     bill	
�    
between	
�     January	
�     and	
�     June	
�     of	
�    
this	
�     year	
�    was	
�    around	
�    $1.5	
�    billion,	
�    
whereas	
�     the	
�     government	
�     gener-
ated	
�    only	
�    $1.2	
�    billion	
�    from	
�    oil	
�    and	
�    
gas	
�    exports	
�    for	
�    the	
�    same	
�    period.	
�    	
�    

The government also declared on 

July	
�    9	
�    an	
�    austerity	
�    plan	
�    to	
�    control	
�    
public spending and generate rev-

enues.	
�    The	
�    plan	
�    includes	
�    a	
�    ban	
�    on	
�    
oversea	
�     trips	
�     for	
�     ministers,	
�     apart	
�    
from	
�     four	
�     official	
�     trips	
�     per	
�     year	
�    
travelling	
�    by	
�    economy	
�    class,	
�    and	
�    a	
�    
review	
�     of	
�     state-owned	
�     companies	
�    
in	
�     telecommunication,	
�     trade,	
�     and	
�    
service.

Presidential	
�   committee	
�   begins	
�   implementing	
�   ceasefire	
�   
agreement in Al-Jawf

Yemen awaits $560 million IMF loan following subsidy cuts

Interior Minister: Security 
forces kill one gang member, 
injure two in Sana’a 

SANA’A Aug. 11—The press secre-

tary of Interior Minister Ahmed Har-

ba denied claims made by several 

news websites that the man killed in 

Sana’a’s Taiz Street on Monday was 

a terrorist wearing an explosive belt.

The press secretary said the de-

ceased is a member of a gang that 

kidnaps foreigners, adding that he 

was under surveillance and that 

when security forces tried to arrest 

him and two others they resisted, 

resulting in the death of one and 

the injury of two others. The secre-

tary added that the suspects do not 

belong to Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 

Peninsula and were not carrying any 

explosive belts.

He stated that the gang had kid-

napped many foreigners blaming 

them for the abduction of Pierre 

Francisco, an Italian national who 

was kidnapped in March in Sana’a 

and released shortly after.

President Hadi appoints two 
deputies at the National Au-
thority for NDC Outcomes 
Implementation Control

SANA’A Aug. 11—President Abdu 

Rabu Mansour Hadi on Monday 

held	
�     the	
�     first	
�     meeting	
�     for	
�     the	
�     Na-

tional	
�    Authority	
�     for	
�     NDC	
�     Outcomes	
�    
Implementation	
�     Control,	
�     which	
�     was	
�    
established on April 24 to control 

the	
�    implementation	
�    of	
�    the	
�    NDC	
�    out-
comes.

President Hadi attributed the de-

lay in establishing the authority to 

current economic and security chal-

lenges in Yemen.

Dr.	
�     Abdulkareem	
�     Al-Iryani	
�     and	
�    
Nadia	
�    Al-Saqqaf	
�    were	
�    appointed	
�    as	
�    
deputies for the authority. President 

Hadi adjourned the meeting for 24 

hours to give the members time to 

meet and allocate other positions in 

the authority.

Industry	
�    and	
�    Commerce	
�    Office	
�   

in Aden closes bakeries for not 
selling	
�   at	
�   specified	
�   prices

SANA’A, Aug. 11—The Industry and 

Commerce	
�    Office	
�    on	
�    Monday	
�    closed	
�    16	
�    
bakeries in the Al-Tawahi, Al-Muala, and 

Seera districts of Aden for not selling 

bread at prices set by the government.

The administrator of the Supervi-

sion	
�    and	
�    Inspection	
�    Department,	
�    Fadhl	
�    
Swailh,	
�     told	
�     the	
�     state-run	
�     Saba	
�     News	
�    
Agency that bakery owners will be re-

ferred to the Violations Prosecution 

Office	
�     for	
�     not	
�     selling	
�     at	
�     the	
�     fixed	
�     price	
�    
specified	
�    by	
�     the	
�    Office	
�    of	
�     Industry	
�    and	
�    
Commerce.	
�    
The	
�    Office	
�    of	
�    Industry	
�    and	
�    Commerce	
�    

formed committees with members from 

the Supervision and Inspection Admin-

istration as well as citizens from the 

relevant districts to monitor prices for 

bread and other basic food items.

Baleedi’s father condemns his 
son for recent attack

SANA’A, Aug. 11—The father of Jalal 

Baleedi, a high ranking member of Al-

Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), 

strongly condemned the group’s execu-

tion	
�    of	
�    14	
�    soldiers	
�    in	
�    Hadramout	
�    gover-
norate last Friday.

“Killing soldiers is a crime denounced 

by every human being on earth,” said 

Brigadier-General Mohsen Saeed Ba-

leedi, who returned to his work in the 

military last year after being forcefully 

laid	
�    off	
�    in	
�    1994.
In a brief interview with Al-Masdar 

Online,	
�    Baleedi	
�    denied	
�    accusations	
�    that	
�    
he could be an adviser to the Ministry 

of	
�    Defense,	
�     as	
�    was	
�     rumored	
�    on	
�     some	
�    
news and social media websites after 

his son was claimed to be responsible 

for leading the attack in Hadramout.

He said, “I am not an adviser to the 

Ministry	
�    of	
�    Defense	
�    and	
�    I	
�    have	
�    never	
�    set	
�    
foot in it. The political leadership simply 

brought	
�     back	
�     dozens	
�     of	
�     officers	
�     from	
�    
various southern areas to their posts af-

ter we were forcefully retired during the 

reign of the previous president.”



Ali Saeed

T
he entire population 

of Yemen suffers from 

weapons possession. 

Every	
�    day,	
�    a	
�    significant	
�    
number of people are 

reported to be killed and injured 

by	
�    guns	
�    whether	
�     in	
�    direct	
�    fighting	
�    
or	
�    by	
�    accident,	
�    with	
�    guns	
�    going	
�    off	
�    
unintentionally.

The Ministry of Interior report-

ed on August 4 that two persons 

were killed and another one in-

jured while they were “playing with 

guns”	
�     in	
�     separate	
�     incidents	
�     taking	
�    
place	
�    in	
�    Sa'ada,	
�    Amran,	
�    and	
�    Hajja,	
�    
on August 3 alone. 

In	
�    Kutaf	
�    district	
�     of	
�     Sa'ada	
�    a	
�    20-
year-old	
�     man	
�     accidentally	
�     fired	
�     a	
�    

bullet from the Kalashnikov he was 

playing with, killing a 13-year-old. 

A	
�    similar	
�    incident	
�    occurred	
�    in	
�    Am-

ran governorate, when a young man 

also toying with a Kalashnikov un-

intentionally	
�     killed	
�     a	
�     30-year-old.	
�    
In	
�    Hajja,	
�     a	
�     third	
�     person’s	
�     careless	
�    
handling	
�    of	
�    his	
�    Kalashnikov	
�    caused	
�    
him	
�    to	
�    accidentally	
�    shoot	
�    himself	
�    in	
�    
the leg.

These	
�     incidents,	
�     however	
�     tragic,	
�    
are	
�    dwarfed	
�    by	
�    Yemen’s	
�    arms	
�    busi-
ness,	
�    which	
�    continues	
�    to	
�    fuel	
�    sectar-
ian	
�    and	
�    tribal	
�    conflicts	
�    throughout	
�    
the	
�    country.	
�    According	
�     to	
�    a	
�     report	
�    
published on August 7 by the Abaad 

Strategic	
�     Studies	
�     Center,	
�     a	
�     think	
�    
tank	
�    in	
�    Sana'a,	
�    these	
�    conflicts	
�    cause	
�    
a	
�    high	
�    number	
�    of	
�    casualties.
Ever	
�    since	
�    the	
�    National	
�    Dialogue	
�    

Conference	
�     (NDC)	
�     concluded	
�     on	
�    
January	
�     25,	
�     the	
�     reports	
�     reads,	
�    
around	
�     2,980	
�     individuals,	
�     includ-

ing	
�    military	
�    and	
�    security	
�    personnel,	
�    
Houthi	
�     Shia	
�     rebels,	
�     alleged	
�     AQAP	
�    
militants,	
�    armed	
�    Sunni	
�    tribesmen,	
�    
and	
�     civilians	
�    were	
�     killed	
�     in	
�     recur-
ring	
�    fights	
�    between	
�    the	
�    government	
�    
and various armed militias. 

In	
�     Abyan,	
�     Shabwa,	
�     Al-Dhale,	
�    
Lahj,	
�     Sana'a,	
�     Marib,	
�     Hadramout,	
�    
and	
�     Aden,	
�     around	
�     300	
�     suspected	
�    
AQAP	
�     members	
�     were	
�     killed	
�     be-

tween	
�     January	
�     25	
�     and	
�     August	
�     7	
�    
in	
�     military	
�     operations	
�     directed	
�    
against	
�     AQAP,	
�     the	
�     report	
�     contin-

ues.	
�    At	
�    the	
�    same	
�    time,	
�    around	
�    200	
�    
military	
�    personnel,	
�    among	
�    them	
�    15	
�    
army	
�    officers,	
�    and	
�    30	
�    civilians	
�    were	
�    
killed	
�    in	
�    attacks	
�    carried	
�    out	
�    by	
�    sus-

pected	
�    AQAP	
�    militants.
More	
�     recently,	
�     about	
�    

400	
�    military	
�    personnel,	
�    
250	
�     civilians,	
�     and	
�     over	
�    
2,000	
�     Houthis	
�     were	
�    
killed	
�     during	
�     fighting	
�    
in	
�    Amran	
�    city	
�    and	
�    loca-

tions	
�     in	
�     Sana'a	
�     and	
�     Al-
Jawf governorates. 

In his televised ad-

dress to the nation on 

July	
�    27,	
�    President	
�    Abdu	
�    
Rabu	
�     Mansour	
�     Hadi	
�    
blamed	
�     Yemen’s	
�     un-

regulated	
�     arms	
�     sector	
�    
for	
�     such	
�     high	
�     rates	
�     of	
�    
violence,	
�    declaring	
�     that	
�    
“ongoing	
�     conflicts	
�     and	
�    
armed	
�     confrontations…	
�    
are the natural result of 

warring	
�    parties’	
�    posses-
sion of heavy and me-

dium weapons.”

He	
�     continues,	
�     saying	
�    
that	
�     conflicts	
�     in	
�     Yemen	
�    
were “also a result of the 

arms	
�     business,	
�     which	
�    
used	
�     to	
�     be	
�     conducted	
�    
with the knowledge of 

the state and under its 

sponsorship, a thing 

which	
�    I	
�    started	
�    curbing	
�    
strictly	
�     since	
�     my	
�     first	
�    
day	
�    in	
�    office.”	
�    
Indeed,	
�    an	
�    increasing	
�    

amount of arms smug-

gled into Yemen have 

been	
�     detected	
�     over	
�     the	
�    
past three years at Ye-

meni borders. 

In spite of these efforts, arms 

smuggling has not been stopped 

and a number of problems related 

to the dealing of arms remain un-

addressed.

In	
�    his	
�    speech	
�    on	
�    July	
�    27	
�    Hadi	
�    ac-

cused	
�     arms	
�     dealers	
�     of	
�     sabotaging	
�    
oil	
�    pipelines	
�    and	
�    electricity	
�    wires	
�    in	
�    
an attempt to pressure the govern-

ment	
�    into	
�    allowing	
�    their	
�    continued	
�    
illegal	
�     practices	
�     of	
�     “systematically	
�    
importing and smuggling weap-

ons.” 

The trade and possession of 

weapons	
�     constituted	
�     one	
�     of	
�     the	
�    
main	
�     topics	
�     discussed	
�     during	
�     the	
�    
NDC.	
�     Different	
�     committees,	
�     in-

cluding	
�     the	
�     Sa'ada	
�     Issue	
�     Work-

ing	
�     Group,	
�     the	
�     Good	
�     Governance	
�    
Working	
�     Group,	
�     and	
�     the	
�     Devel-
opment	
�     Working	
�     Group	
�     set	
�     out	
�    
several	
�     constitutional	
�     and	
�     legal	
�    
frameworks on arms business and 

possession	
�    that	
�    are	
�    expected	
�    to	
�    be	
�    
included	
�     in	
�    Yemen’s	
�    new	
�     constitu-

tion,	
�    which	
�    is	
�    scheduled	
�    to	
�    be	
�    com-

pleted	
�    by	
�    March	
�    8,	
�    2015.	
�    
The	
�     committee	
�     working	
�     on	
�     the	
�    

Sa’ada	
�    conflict	
�    advised	
�    the	
�    govern-

ment to disarm all parties, groups, 

and individuals who looted heavy 

and medium weapons from the 

military. “The possession of heavy 

and	
�    medium	
�    weapons	
�    must	
�    be	
�    con-

fined	
�    to	
�    the	
�    state	
�    and	
�    personal	
�    guns	
�    
must be regulated by a law,” the 

committee	
�    proposed.
Likewise,	
�     the	
�     Good	
�     Governance	
�    

Working	
�     Group	
�     argued	
�     that	
�     the	
�    
new	
�     constitution	
�     must	
�     “ban	
�     and	
�    
criminalize	
�    all	
�    armed	
�    militias	
�    and	
�    
declare	
�     any	
�     political	
�     party	
�     that	
�    
forms military wings to be illegal.”   

According	
�     to	
�     a	
�     previous	
�     state-

ment made to the Yemen Times by 

Aysh	
�     Awas,	
�     a	
�     security	
�     analyst	
�     at	
�    
the	
�    Sheba	
�    Strategic	
�    Studies	
�    Center,	
�    
the government of Yemen used to 

import its weapons through non-

governmental	
�     local	
�     arms	
�     dealers	
�    
until	
�    2007.	
�    
The	
�    NDC	
�    outcomes	
�    document	
�    ad-

vises	
�    those	
�    practices	
�    to	
�    be	
�    stopped	
�    
immediately. It further suggests 

to issue a law regulating the pos-

session of arms for personal use, 

including	
�     handguns	
�     and	
�     Kalash-

nikovs.	
�    Setting	
�    a	
�     counterweight	
�     to	
�    
rampant gun shops in Yemen, the 

new	
�     gun	
�     control	
�     law	
�     would	
�     make	
�    
sure	
�     that	
�    weapons’	
�    serial	
�    numbers	
�    
are registered on government lists 

and that shops selling weapons will 

operate	
�     under	
�     the	
�     government’s	
�    
supervision. Importantly, the reg-

istration of serial numbers would 

help	
�     in	
�     the	
�     identification	
�     of	
�     sus-
pects	
�    involved	
�    in	
�    gun	
�    crimes.
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Dares Al-Badani

M
anal Al-Ashwal 

was	
�    born	
�    in	
�    Taiz	
�    
in	
�     1982	
�     to	
�     an	
�    
educated	
�     fam-

ily.	
�     Her	
�     mother	
�    
recalls	
�    her	
�    being	
�    a	
�    happy,	
�    healthy	
�    
child.	
�    

“Manal was born with no dis-

ability.	
�    She	
�    was	
�    just	
�    like	
�    any	
�    other	
�    
normal	
�    child.	
�    I	
�    used	
�    to	
�    notice	
�    that	
�    
she	
�    was	
�     intelligent	
�     in	
�     comparison	
�    
to	
�     her	
�     siblings.	
�     Her	
�     memory	
�     was	
�    
good and she was outspoken,” said 

Al-Ashwal's	
�    mother.
From a young age, she said, her 

daughter's	
�     mental	
�     ability	
�     far	
�     ex-

ceeded	
�    her	
�    age	
�    group.	
�    She	
�    used	
�    to	
�    
challenge	
�    her	
�    teachers,	
�    listen	
�    to	
�    the	
�    
news,	
�    and	
�    read	
�    widely.	
�    In	
�    fact,	
�    Al-
Ashwal's	
�    mother	
�    proudly	
�    points	
�    out	
�    
that her daughter was able to read 

and	
�    write	
�    before	
�    formal	
�    schooling.	
�    
However,	
�     Al-Ashwal’s	
�     promis-

ing and seemingly happy life took 

a sudden turn for the worse when 

she lost her hearing. 

Eight-year-old Al-Ashwal suf-

fered	
�     from	
�    mumps,	
�     which	
�     caused	
�    
the sudden onset of deafness to the 

shock	
�    of	
�    her	
�    and	
�    her	
�    family	
�    mem-

bers,	
�    constituting	
�    a	
�    dramatic	
�    turn-

ing point in her life. 

The	
�     disease	
�     was	
�     common	
�     in	
�    
the	
�    area	
�    at	
�    the	
�    time,	
�    with	
�    the	
�    vac-

cine	
�    for	
�    Mumps	
�    being	
�    inaccessible	
�    
to large segments of the Yemeni 

population.	
�     	
�    With	
�    the	
�    possible	
�    ex-

ception	
�    of	
�     some	
�    private	
�    hospitals,	
�    
until	
�    today	
�    “no	
�    vaccine	
�    for	
�    Mumps	
�    
exists	
�     in	
�     Yemen	
�     for	
�     logistical	
�     and	
�    
financial	
�     reasons,”	
�     explains	
�     Ali	
�    
Jahaf,	
�     the	
�    General	
�    Director	
�    of	
�     the	
�    
Ministry	
�     of	
�     Health’s	
�     Family	
�     and	
�    
Health	
�     Administration.	
�     With	
�     no	
�    
vaccination	
�     available,	
�     Al-Ashwal	
�    
's	
�    siblings	
�    suffered	
�    from	
�    mumps	
�    as	
�    
well.	
�    They	
�    all	
�    made	
�    a	
�    full	
�    recovery,	
�    
contrary	
�     to	
�    Al-Ashwal,	
�    whose	
�     au-

ditory nerves were damaged, lead-

ing to her loss of hearing.

Al-Ashwal's	
�     mother	
�     remembers	
�    
one	
�     night	
�     calling	
�     her	
�     daughter	
�     to	
�    
open the door for her brother. 

“I	
�     called	
�     her,	
�     'Manal,	
�     Manal,	
�    
open	
�     the	
�     door	
�     for	
�     your	
�     brother.’	
�     I	
�    
thought she was engrossed in the 

news.	
�     But	
�     this	
�     was	
�     not	
�     the	
�     case.	
�    
She	
�     told	
�     me	
�     she	
�     saw	
�     the	
�     move-

ments of my lips, but heard noth-

ing,”	
�    she	
�    recalls.	
�    	
�    
Al-Ashwal was taken to many 

doctors,	
�    both	
�    in	
�    Yemen	
�    and	
�    abroad,	
�    
but none were able to help her. One 

doctor	
�     in	
�     Jordan	
�     recommended	
�    
surgery	
�     for	
�     a	
�     Chochlea	
�     trans-
plant,	
�     but	
�     the	
�     estimated	
�     cost	
�     was	
�    
$40,000,	
�     which	
�     the	
�     family	
�     could	
�    
not afford at the time. 

Al-Ashwal was left with no other 

choice	
�    than	
�    to	
�    adapt	
�    to	
�    her	
�    condi-

tion and do her best to 

live with it. “At the be-

ginning	
�    it	
�    was	
�    difficult.	
�    I	
�    
was very shy and I did not 

dare talk to others,” Al-

Ashwal remembers. 

Fourteen years after 

Manal lost her hearing 

she still struggles to speak 

like her siblings. Though 

she	
�     speaks	
�     Arabic	
�     con-

versationally, she gives 

the impression of being a 

non-native	
�     speaker.	
�    Nev-

ertheless, Manal under-

stands	
�     others	
�     perfectly	
�    
well, having been trained 

to	
�    read	
�    lips.	
�    The	
�    fact	
�    that	
�    
she was not born deaf, 

but	
�    could	
�    once	
�    speak	
�    and	
�    
hear properly, helped Al-

Ashwal	
�    become	
�    proficient	
�    
in lip reading.

However,	
�     the	
�    ability	
�     to	
�    
understand people took 

time to develop. Initially, 

after losing her hearing 

Al-Ashwal struggled at 

school,	
�     not	
�     understand-

ing her fellow students 

and	
�     teachers.	
�     Language	
�     classes	
�    
were	
�     especially	
�     tough,	
�     as	
�     great	
�    
emphasis was put on speaking and 

listening. Al-Ashwal was also un-

able	
�    to	
�    participate	
�    in	
�    many	
�    activi-

ties	
�    with	
�    her	
�    classmates,	
�    leading	
�    to	
�    
feelings	
�    of	
�    isolation	
�    and	
�    exclusion.	
�    
Al-Ashwal's	
�     mother	
�     remembers	
�    
that	
�     school	
�     years	
�     were	
�     the	
�     most	
�    
difficult	
�     in	
�    her	
�    daughter's	
�     life	
�    and	
�    
that she would often return from 

school	
�    crying.	
�    
Eventually,	
�     Al-Ashwal	
�     suc-

cessfully	
�    graduated	
�     from	
�    high	
�    
school	
�    in	
�    1999,	
�    with	
�    an	
�    average	
�    
of	
�    87.50	
�    percent.	
�    
Being	
�     determined	
�     to	
�     con-

tinue her studies at university, 

Al-Ashwal registered at the 

Science	
�     College	
�     in	
�     Taiz	
�     and	
�    
majored	
�     in	
�     biology.	
�     She	
�     has	
�     a	
�    
passion	
�     for	
�     applied	
�     sciences	
�    
and	
�     a	
�     particular	
�     interest	
�     in	
�    
studying animal and plant life. 

Al-Ashwal was the only deaf 

student at her university and 

spent long hours studying to 

keep up with her peers. In spite 

of	
�    her	
�    difficulties,	
�    she	
�    success-
fully	
�    completed	
�    her	
�    first	
�    degree	
�    
in	
�    2004,	
�    and	
�    following	
�    her	
�    en-

thusiasm	
�    for	
�    learning,	
�    decided	
�    
to pursue an MA in Biology. 

Having	
�     always	
�     been	
�     sup-

ported by her family, her 

mother explains that it was Al-

Ashwal‘s	
�    determination	
�    which	
�    
made the family push her for-

ward.	
�     Researching	
�     how	
�     poul-
try	
�     could	
�     be	
�     fed	
�     with	
�     Yemeni	
�    
plants	
�     at	
�     low	
�     costs,	
�    Al-Ashwal	
�    
completed	
�    her	
�    MA	
�    studies	
�    with	
�    

honors	
�     in	
�     2013.	
�     This	
�     makes	
�     her	
�    
the	
�    first	
�    deaf	
�    Yemeni	
�    woman	
�    who	
�    
has	
�     completed	
�     her	
�     graduate	
�     stud-

ies	
�    and	
�    is	
�    now	
�    on	
�    track	
�    to	
�    start	
�    her	
�    
PhD.	
�     Recently	
�     she	
�     was	
�     chosen	
�     to	
�    

represent	
�     Yemen	
�     in	
�     the	
�     Disabled	
�    
People's	
�    International	
�    (DPI),	
�    work-

ing as treasurer in the Arab Region 

Department.
Recognizing	
�     that	
�     in	
�     spite	
�    of	
�    her	
�    

success	
�     she	
�     has	
�     faced	
�     many	
�     dif-
ficulties	
�     and	
�     obstacles	
�     as	
�     a	
�     deaf	
�    
woman in Yemen, Al-Ashwal es-

tablished	
�    an	
�    association	
�    that	
�    offers	
�    
help	
�    to	
�    about	
�    190	
�    deaf	
�    girls	
�    in	
�    the	
�    
country.	
�     Located	
�     in	
�     Taiz,	
�     the	
�     Al-
Saeeda	
�    Association	
�     for	
�    Deaf	
�    Girls	
�    
provides	
�    cultural	
�    and	
�    sport	
�    activi-
ties to its members and supports 

girls	
�     in	
�     pursuing	
�     their	
�     education.	
�    
Al-Ashwal	
�     is	
�    currently	
�    working	
�     to	
�    
qualify and train the members of 

her	
�    association,	
�    by	
�    providing	
�    them	
�    
with	
�     courses	
�     in	
�     sign	
�     language	
�     for	
�    
example. 

Al-Ashwal	
�     founded	
�     the	
�     associa-

tion to prevent other Yemeni girls 

from suffering the same way she 

did when she was young and un-

able—or	
�     too	
�    afraid—to	
�    participate	
�    
in	
�    many	
�    activities	
�    with	
�    other	
�    kids	
�    
her age.

While	
�    there	
�    are	
�    organizations	
�    in	
�    
place	
�    that	
�    care	
�    for	
�    males	
�    with	
�    hear-
ing	
�    impairments,	
�    like	
�    The	
�    Associa-

tion	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Deaf	
�    and	
�    Mute	
�    in	
�    Sana’a,	
�    
and	
�     the	
�     Al-Erada	
�     Association	
�     for	
�    
the	
�     Deaf	
�     in	
�     Dhamar,	
�     the	
�     country	
�    
has	
�    long	
�    been	
�    lacking	
�    an	
�    organiza-

tion	
�    which	
�     focuses	
�     specifically	
�     on	
�    
deaf girls and young women. 

Succeeding with a disability:
The story of Manal Al-Ashwal

Yemenis continue paying heavy price 
for widespread arms possession  

A cartoon circulated on Twitter and Facebook pages depicting how Yemeni military personnel are targeted by both 

AQAP and Shia Houthi rebels.

Al-Ashwal earned an MA in biology and estab-

lished an association to help deaf girls in Ye-

men pursue their education.

You’‛re	
�   Shia! You’‛re	
�   an
extremist!
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L ibya’s deteriorating 
security situation has 
led to an exodus of aid 
workers and suspen-
sion of development 

programs, leaving tens of thou-
sands of displaced and vulnerable 
people relying on skeleton net-
works manned in part by volun-
teers.

In recent weeks, thousands of 
families	
�     have	
�     fled	
�     their	
�     homes	
�     in	
�    
the cities of Tripoli and Benghazi, 
following clashes between rival 
militias, factions of whom seized 
control of the capital’s interna-
tional airport and a military base 
in	
�    Benghazi,	
�    and	
�    set	
�    fire	
�    to	
�    a	
�    major	
�    
fuel depot.

This latest surge in violence 
comes after a highly contested elec-
tion in June and while some steps 
have been taken towards forming 
a new parliament, the authorities 
are still struggling to manage law 
and order, prompting claims the 
country is heading back towards 
civil war.

But as the needs grow, the ca-
pacity to respond is shrinking. The 
bulk of international organizations 
are now operating either remotely 
from neighboring Tunisia via local 
partners, or in some cases, not at 
all.

Existing caseloads
Before this latest unrest, Libya 
was already straining under the 

weight of a surging population of 
migrants using the North African 
country as an exit point to Eu-
rope, while supporting an existing 
caseload of more than 50,000 in-

ternally displaced persons (IDPs), 
uprooted during the 2011 NATO-
backed overthrow of former Presi-
dent	
�     Muammar	
�     Gaddafi.	
�     The	
�     lat-
est surge of violence has affected 

around 500,000 families, with at 
least 9,000 displaced, according 
to the International Medical Corps 
(IMC).

Most Western embassies and in-
ternational companies have pulled 
out nearly all their staff, a number 
evacuated by boat due to the air-
port in Tripoli being inaccessible—
while aid agencies and UN bodies 
have taken similar approaches. 
Among	
�     the	
�     major	
�     aid	
�     organiza-
tions that have suspended or can-

celled their work on the ground are 
the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF), and the Danish 
Refugee Council (DRC).

“Most organizations have pulled 
out of Libya due to the security 
situation,” explained Tunis-based 
Muftah Etwilb, regional represen-
tative for North Africa at the In-
ternational Federation of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC). “The Libyan Red Crescent 

(LRC) is really one of the few ac-
tors left on the ground, along with 
a handful of national NGOs.”

“The LRC volunteers are doing 
a	
�     fantastic	
�     job	
�     despite	
�     the	
�     diffi-
cult and challenging environment 
but at some point they will need 
support,” he said, adding that as-
sessments were ongoing and a po-
tential deployment by Federation 
members from Tunisia was under 
consideration.

The ICRC’s withdrawal was 
prompted by the assassination of 
42-year-old Swiss national Michael 
Greub, who was shot by a group of 
armed men in a targeted attack as 
he left a meeting in the eastern city 
of	
�    Sirte.	
�    The	
�    organization’s	
�    offices	
�    
in Misrata and Benghazi had also 
been attacked in the past. 

Funding shortages
Other local bodies appear woefully 
unprepared. The Libyan Humani-
tarian Relief Agency (LibAid), 
which was established under the 
prime	
�     minister’s	
�     office	
�     following	
�    
Gaddafi’s	
�     fall,	
�     was	
�     supposed	
�     to	
�    
lead the humanitarian response, 
but staff there say it has recently 
been able to do little due to fund-
ing shortages.

The agency’s secretary-general, 
Khaled Ben-Ali, told IRIN “we have 
not received any budget [from the 
government] for a year and a half… 
It is critical now. The IDPs have not 
been getting any support from Li-
bAid… no food rations or any help 
for the past six months or more.”

Describing LibAid’s capacity to 
respond to an increase in needs as 
“almost zero,” he said he had con-
tacted the government “hundreds” 
of times for funding but feels there 
is little interest in supporting the 
IDPs. He and his board have ten-
dered their resignation, he said.  

Continued on the back 

Amid the worsening security situation in Libya, which has caused many foreign relief workers to leave, medical supplies are running low and 
doctors and nurses are unable to travel around  or even get to work. 

Libya insecurity forces aid workers to leave
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C onsensus has char-
acterized Tunisia’s 
transition to democ-
racy. Ennahda, the 
self-styled Islamic 

party, governed in coalition with 
two secular parties. The National 
Dialogue, which made several im-
portant decisions about the stages 
of the transition, prompted En-
nahda to agree to step down from 
power—a	
�    first	
�    for	
�    an	
�    Islamic	
�    party	
�    
in the region—in favor of a techno-
cratic government.

With the political crisis averted, 
the National Constituent Assembly 
adopted a progressive constitution 
in January with 92 percent voting 
in favor. The constitution’s over-
whelming support is a testament 
to the arduous, two-year process of 
building consensus on the shape of 
Tunisia’s political system. The suc-
cess of the system now rests in the 
hands of political parties that will 
be	
�    elected	
�    to	
�    office	
�    in	
�    the	
�    fall,	
�    and	
�    
in particular, whether those par-
ties maintain their commitment to 
inclusion of their opponents.

Parties will compete for leader-
ship of a number of new democratic 
institutions envisioned by the con-
stitution. Parliamentary elections 
are scheduled for October 24, fol-
lowed by two rounds of presiden-
tial elections a month later (there is 
some chance that elections will be 
delayed, especially in light of the 
elections commission’s recent ex-
tension of the deadline to register. 
Still, the constitution requires that 
elections be held before the end of 
the year). Unlike under the Ben Ali 
regime, parliamentary elections 
likely will be genuine, and the par-
liament will have real control over 
the executive. The parliament will 
choose the prime minister, will 
exert nearly total control over the 
state budget, will be able to compel 
testimony from ministers, and will 
be able to override presidential ve-
toes.

The prime minister will also be 
much stronger under the new con-
stitution than previously devised 
under Zine Al-Abidine Ben Ali. The 
prime minister will appoint and di-

rect cabinet ministers, with the ex-
ception of the minister of defense 
and foreign affairs. The prime min-
ister will be appointed by the gov-
erning coalition in parliament and 
not by the president. The president 
remains quite powerful: she or he 
will direct foreign and national se-
curity policy, and will be able to call 
a state of emergency, to veto legis-
lation, and to dissolve parliament 
under certain circumstances. The 
president will be the only politician 
elected on a single nation-wide bal-
lot, giving him a powerful mandate 
vis-à-vis others in the government.

The dual executive is intended 
to diffuse decision-making across 
political actors, and the potential 
for	
�     conflict	
�     is	
�     high.	
�     The	
�     constitu-
tion creates a constitutional court 
that will, in part, reconcile debates 
on the prerogatives of the president 
and prime minister. The court will 
also rule on the constitutionality of 
laws passed to it by lower courts, 
or on the constitutionality of draft 
legislation when prompted by par-
liament. The constitution envisions 
the new court as a powerful mech-
anism for enforcing democracy 
and, as such, its membership will 
be balanced. The president, parlia-
ment, and Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil will select four members each, 
four	
�    of	
�    whom	
�    will	
�    not	
�    be	
�    judges	
�    or	
�    
lawyers.

In sum, the constitution cre-
ates three powerful institutions 
virtually from scratch: the dual 
executive, the parliament, and the 
constitutional court. The elections 
represent a competition between 
political parties for control of these 
institutions, with plenty of oppor-
tunity for winners and losers to 
work together to share in govern-
ment. The potential for gridlock, 
however, is also high. Parties could 
undermine each other in imple-
menting their programs, given the 
large number of veto players. Par-
ties must commit themselves to 
consensus not only in assigning 
posts but also in executing their 
power.

The question is whether politi-
cal parties are up to the challenge. 
Ennahda is the only party that has 
led a government, to largely nega-
tive reviews. Nidaa Tunis, which is 
in a dead heat with Ennahda in the 

polls, comprises many members of 
Ben Ali’s former party; the presi-
dent and founder of Nidaa Tunis, 
Beji	
�     Caid	
�     Essebsi,	
�     was	
�     Ben	
�     Ali’s	
�    
foreign minister and speaker of 
parliament. The Republican Party, 
one of the largest liberal-centrist 
opposition parties in the National 
Constituent Assembly, represents 
a loose coalition of parties but 
only holds eleven of the 217 seats. 
Ennahdha’s coalition partners, 
the Congress for the Republic and 
Ettakatol, are polling in the low 
single digits. After emerging from 
decades of marginalization under a 
one-party state, today’s parties are 
weak and inexperienced in govern-
ing and developing platforms. Tu-
nisians often call for “technocratic” 
governments to get the country out 
of political crises, but at a certain 
point, parties with real positions 
will need to lead the government.

One indication of the political 
parties’	
�    lack	
�    of	
�    self-confidence	
�    can	
�    
be found in their negotiations over 
a consensus presidential candi-
date. Ennahda’s proposal to put 
forth presidential candidates that 
all political forces can agree upon 
stems as much out of fear for their 
own political position as a desire 
for	
�    a	
�    unifying	
�    figure.	
�    Knowing	
�    well	
�    
that they would unlikely win the 
presidency on their own, Ennahda 
leaders appear prepared to endorse 
a non-Ennahda member chosen 
by consensus with Nidaa Tunis 
and other parties. While parties 
attempt to mitigate the unpredict-
ability of the presidential elections 
through backroom negotiations, 
commentators are right to criticize 
the plan for robbing Tunisian vot-
ers the genuine choice of several 
qualified	
�    candidates.	
�    

Consensus will be required to 
make the constitution succeed, but 
an excess of consensus from parties 
too closely resembles the pre-de-
termination of political outcomes 
from the Ben Ali era. Tunisian po-
litical parties must commit them-
selves to working together regard-
less of the outcome of the elections 
and ultimately hold themselves 
accountable to the people—not to 
each other.

Republished with permission from 
Atlantic Council.

Tunisia’s Political Prospects
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Shafiqa	
�   A.	
�   Fakir

E ducation is widely 
considered as a cor-
nerstone for individ-
ual success and the 
progress of a nation. 

Development of a country largely 
depends on its educated citizens. 
Unfortunately though, as many of 
us are aware, our Yemeni educa-
tion system is passing through a 
crisis.

Teaching methodologies in our 
schools tend to be traditional and 
teacher-directed, focusing mostly 
on rote learning. Factors such as 
overcrowded	
�     classrooms,	
�     insuffi-

cient teaching materials, and un-
derqualified	
�     teachers	
�     significantly	
�    
affect the quality of education in 
schools. Drowned in these chal-
lenges, schools fail to prepare stu-
dents with the so called 21st centu-
ry skills required for their success 
in the emerging global environ-
ment. These skills include, but are 
not limited to, critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills, col-
laborative skills, effective oral and 
written communication skills, and 
media literacy. 

Another serious phenomenon af-
fecting our educational outcomes 
is cheating during exams. Despite 
efforts by the Ministry of Educa-

tion to combat cheating, the prob-
lem persists. On this point, see for 
example articles published in the 
Yemen Times titled “The Ministry 
of Education takes stand on cheat-
ing in schools” (April 11, 2013), 
“Cheating rampant in Yemen exam 
centers,” (July 4, 2013), and “Sec-
ondary school exams resume after 
nearly 900 violations reported” 
(June 24, 2014). 

Cheating in some instances is en-
couraged by family members who 
use the poor quality of instruction 
at schools as an excuse to justify 
why students cheat (see Rammah 
Al-Jubari's report, Yemen Times, 
July 2013). Cheating has also re-

sulted in violent confrontations 
between those who come armed 
to exam centers to assist students 
in cheating and the security forces 
there. And this year, to make mat-
ters worse, in an unprecedented 
case three high school examination 
questions sheets were leaked and 
posted on social media networks 
including Facebook, WhatsApp, 
and Twitter.  

One wonders why strict mea-
sures were not taken when this 
phenomenon had just started and 
were left to escalate this far! Need-
less to say, academic dishonesty 
does not only affect the present but 
also has negative consequences on 

our students' future. Students who 
rely on cheating to pass exams fail 
to develop knowledge and skills 
that can help them in their future 
since no effort was put into study-
ing. Moreover, it has been noticed 
by academics working in colleges 
that these students often come 
with a mentality that they can get 
away with cheating there as well. 
On the other hand, the diligent 
and the smart students who refuse 
cheating sulk, become disheart-
ened, and lose motivation as they 
feel that the less deserving might 
get better grades than them, sim-
ply by cheating. 

Certainly, as seen on its web 

page, the Yemeni Ministry of Edu-
cation continues its efforts toward 
improving the instructional qual-
ity in schools and takes a stand on 
cheating incidents. But, what do 
you think the role of Yemeni educa-
tors, school teachers and staff, and 
family members should be regard-
ing this pressing issue? What can 
be done at an individual level?

Shafiqa	
�    A.	
�    Fakir	
�    obtained	
�    her	
�    PhD	
�    
in	
�     applied	
�     linguistics	
�     at	
�     the	
�     Uni-
versity	
�    of	
�    Memphis	
�    (TN-USA)	
�    and	
�    
is	
�     currently	
�    working	
�     as	
�     assistant	
�    
professor	
�    of	
�    English	
�    at	
�    Aden	
�    Uni-
versity.

Middle	
�   East	
�   Research	
�   and	
�   

Information	
�   Project	
�   

merip.org
First Published Aug. 9

O ver the past year, 
dozens of Yemeni-
Americans visit-
ing their ancestral 
homeland have had 

their US passports summarily re-
voked	
�    or	
�    confiscated	
�    by	
�    the	
�    embassy	
�    
in Sana’a without any clear legal ba-
sis, effectively stranding them out-
side the United States. Last month, 
a coalition of US civil rights groups 
submitted a report on this practice 
to the Committee on Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination (CERD) 
pursuant to the International Con-
vention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination. 
We asked Yaman Salahi and Nas-
rina Bargzie, staff attorneys at the 
National Security and Civil Rights 
Program at Asian Americans Ad-
vancing Justice: Asian Law Caucus 
who co-authored this report with 
eight other legal rights groups, to 
shed light on the issue.

 
How has the US government 

been taking passports away 

from Yemeni-Americans?

The experiences people report 
have the same essential ingredi-
ents. The typical tale involves a 
Yemeni-American man (all of our 
cases so far involve men) who has 
been living in the United States, 
as a US citizen, since childhood. 
As an adult, he travels to Yemen to 
visit his parents, wife or children, 
and needs to apply for a visa for his 
spouse or relative, or to document 
his children as US citizens born in 
Yemen. He requests an appoint-
ment, for which there is often a six-
month wait. He travels hundreds of 
miles through politically unstable 
territory to reach the embassy in 
Sana’a. There, he typically waits 
several hours before being called. 
In the course of the appointment at 
the consular window, a law enforce-
ment	
�     officer	
�     takes	
�     the	
�     petitioner	
�    
away to an interrogation room for 
several	
�     hours.	
�     The	
�     officer	
�     aggres-
sively lobs groundless accusations 
of fraud at him, sometimes accus-
ing him of having another name, 
sometimes accusing him of lying 
about who his parents are. Keep 
in mind that this man has already 

proven, to the satisfaction of a US 
government	
�    official,	
�    that	
�    he	
�    is	
�    a	
�    US	
�    
citizen, and no one has taken any 
action to challenge that. He’s got 
valid proof of US citizenship, like a 
Certificate	
�    of	
�    Citizenship,	
�    a	
�    Certifi-
cate of Naturalization or a Consular 
Report of Birth Abroad.

 But that’s not enough. The of-
ficer	
�     doesn’t	
�     believe	
�     anything	
�     the	
�    
man says and at this point is not 
vetting the application, but basi-
cally reinvestigating the man’s 
claim of citizenship—an investiga-
tion with which the man has abso-
lutely no obligation to cooperate. 
The	
�     officer	
�     then	
�     terrorizes	
�     the	
�     in-
dividual with threats that failure 
to confess could result in several 

years of prison time and denial 
of all of the family’s applications, 
which would be devastating to the 
family,	
�     subjecting	
�     them	
�     to	
�     indefi-
nite separation. Sometimes there 
are also false promises that the 
officer	
�     just	
�    wants	
�     to	
�    help	
�    out,	
�     that	
�    
everything	
�    will	
�    be	
�    fine	
�    and	
�    that	
�    all	
�    
the paperwork will be processed 
as soon as a confession is signed. 
So, after hours in an interrogation 
room, with all of his identity papers 
and	
�    legal	
�    documents	
�    in	
�    the	
�    officer’s	
�    
possession, without access to an 
attorney or other legal assistance, 
the individual feels like he has no 
choice but to sign the papers. Of 
course, once the papers are signed, 
many people are simply dismissed 

from the embassy. Their passports 
are not returned, and their applica-
tions are not approved. No notice, 
no explanation, no instructions for 
appealing or for returning to the 
United States.

 The use of forced confessions 
is especially alarming; if the gov-
ernment had hard proof of fraud, 
it wouldn’t need confessions. It’s 
hard to imagine why anyone would 
sign one and risk losing everything 
without being coerced or misled. 
That may explain why the reported 
encounters have the hallmarks of 
coercion—such as threats of harm 
and hours of detention in an inter-
rogation room—and why the people 
who signed papers were gener-
ally surprised by what happened 
to them next. They were stuck for 
months without passports and 
without any help from the embassy. 
Advocates have reported that at 
subsequent hearings challenging 
passport revocations, the govern-
ment’s sole piece of evidence was 
these sworn confessions. There was 
no corroboration. This fact puts 
the entire practice on very shaky 
ground, and the risk of error is very 
high.

 We often hear about the US 

in Yemen through the prism 

of drone strikes, such as the 

killings of US citizen Anwar 

Al-Awlaqi and his teenage son 

Abd Al-Rahman. How does 

this practice of revoking and 

confiscating	
�    passports	
�    fit	
�    into	
�    
US Yemen policy?

The US government’s foreign policy 
priorities in Yemen have essentially 
redefined	
�     the	
�     entire	
�     country	
�     as	
�     a	
�    
battleground and reduced its peo-
ple to nothing more than security 
threats. This mentality explains 
the unfair and harsh treatment of 
Yemeni-Americans at the US Em-
bassy in Sana’a. A June 2010 State 
Department report explains that 
“Embassy Sana’a… has become the 
key forward operating base for the 
broad spectrum of counterterror-
ism efforts against Al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula,” a remarkable 
description of an embassy, a place 
which we normally envision as a 
diplomatic outpost or a service cen-
ter for citizens abroad.

There is nothing new about ef-
forts to prevent immigration fraud, 
but the mobilization of a national 

security framework to rationalize 
attendant abuses is troubling. The 
State Department report explains, 
“the world recently has awoken to 
the serious threat of terrorism in 
Yemen, putting Sana’a’s visa and 
passport services in the homeland 
security crosshairs.” The prospect 
of unauthorized migration from Ye-
men is framed as nothing less (and 
nothing more) than a “risk to US 
homeland security,” even though 
there is no reason to think that the 
general reasons for such migration 
differ from the reasons for migra-
tion elsewhere in the global south—
economic inequality and political 
instability. “Issuing a passport or 
visa to a terrorist is a real risk, and 

Embassy Sana’a works hard to make 
sure that their product is free of 
fraud,” according to a State Depart-
ment internal report. The consular 
staff is thus sensitized to think of 
routine applicants of Yemeni origin, 
including US citizens, as potential 
terrorists, and to see fraud every-
where. In such an atmosphere, and 
without proper safeguards, it’s no 
wonder this translates into unjust 
encounters that Yemeni-Americans 
view as insults to their dignity.

 
Can you tell us a bit about the 

Yemeni-American community 

and how it is viewed by the 

State Department?

In 2010, the State Department es-

timated that there were 55,000 US 
citizens living in Yemen. In the US,   
there are large Yemeni-American 
communities in Oakland, Fresno, 
Bakersfield,	
�     Dearborn,	
�     Brooklyn,	
�    
and Buffalo.

One thing worth noting is the 
State	
�     Department’s	
�     unflattering	
�    
view of Yemeni-Americans who 
live in Yemen. It says, “many of the 
US citizens have no connection to 
the United States except their US 
passport,” and “a large number of 
the	
�     Yemeni-Americans	
�     reflect	
�     lo-
cal standards of illiteracy and lack 
of education.” This elitist and trou-
bling language from the State De-
partment relies on a loaded “cultur-
al”	
�    definition	
�    of	
�    “American”	
�    rather	
�    
than a legal one. Indeed, in other 
places, the State Department con-
trasts Yemeni-Americans in Yemen 
with “true expatriates, including 
Islamic converts who have come to 
Yemen for religious studies.” Even 
in the legal sphere, formalistic con-
ceptions of US citizenship are being 
displaced by culturalist, racist, or 
politically loaded conceptions. At 
the same time these Yemeni-Amer-
ican citizens were being stranded 
in	
�     Yemen	
�     by	
�     confiscation	
�     of	
�     their	
�    
passports, the State Department 
issued a travel advisory warning 
US citizens to leave Yemen immedi-
ately, which these people obviously 
couldn’t do. It is hard to imagine 
US citizens who are not of Yemeni 
origin being treated this way at the 
embassy.

 
How does US law ordinarily 

govern the revocation of citi-

zenship?

To be clear, none of the passport 
cases that we are aware of so far in-
volve	
�    formal	
�    confiscation	
�    of	
�    US	
�    citi-
zenship, but we are concerned that 
the passport revocations could be a 
precursor of things to come. What’s 
disturbing is the way in which a 
passport revocation sidesteps all of 
the protections for citizenship that 
have been put in place by the Su-
preme Court. Under current US law, 
natural-born citizens can only lose 
their citizenship through voluntary 
renunciation. And the government 
can only take US citizenship away 
from naturalized citizens if it can 
prove “material and substantial” 
fraud through “clear, unequivocal, 
and convincing” evidence in a fed-
eral court. By contrast, under pres-

ent rules, a passport can be taken 
away before any hearing, and the 
subsequent hearing isn’t in a court 
with its attendant protections; 
rather, it’s convened informally be-
fore a State Department employee 
who	
�    plays	
�    the	
�    role	
�    of	
�    hearing	
�    officer	
�    
and a State Department lawyer who 
presents the government’s case. 
Given the sharp disparity, City 
University of New York (CUNY) law 
professor Ramzi Kassem has called 
this practice in Yemen “proxy de-
naturalization” because the gov-
ernment is achieving an effect that 
it otherwise could not if it followed 
the rigorous procedures designed 
to protect individual rights.

 

What can be done to challenge 

these arbitrary measures?

Tactics are evolving. In mid-2013, 
when reports began to trickle in, 
we published a “Know Your Rights” 
pamphlet advising people to exer-
cise caution when going to the US 
embassy in Sana’a. Since then we 
have posted pe0riodic updates on 
the website MyEmbassyRights.org, 
but it remains an ongoing problem 
and one that the State Department 
has not adequately addressed. Our 
latest shadow report to CERD asks 
the UN to get involved, but such ef-
forts need to be complemented by 
a community mobilization strategy 
as well as other interventions. The 
work is ongoing.

State department taking passports away 

from Yemeni-Americans

Quality education: A responsibility for all?

“The use of 
forced confes-
sions is espe-
cially alarm-
ing; if the 
government 
had hard proof 
of fraud, it 
wouldn’t need 
confessions.”

“The consular 
staff is thus 
sensitized to 
think of routine 
applicants of 
Yemeni origin, 
including US 
citizens, as po-
tential terror-
ists, and to see 
fraud every-
where.”

“Even in the le-
gal sphere, for-
malistic con-
ceptions of US 
citizenship are 
being displaced 
by culturalist, 
racist, or po-
litically loaded 
conceptions.”



Madiha Al-Junaid

Having travelled the 
world and visited 
over 30 countries, 
globetrotter Saleh 
Al-Marhabi decided 

this year to tour around 11 Yemeni 
governorates by motorbike with the 
goal of promoting peace and stabil-
ity. 

The seventy-year-old father of 
six daughters and eight sons, and 
the	
�     grandfather	
�     of	
�    fifteen	
�     children,	
�    
works for the National Organization 
for Popular Committees in Sana’a, 
an initiative established by Interior 
Minister Abdu Hasan Al-Tarb to 
undermine the presence of Al-Qae-
da in the Arabian Peninsula. 

Al-Marhabi’s self-initiated jour-
ney, which he has named “Secu-
rity, Stability and Social Peace are 
National Duties of Every Citizen,” 
started in Amran in early May. Be-
lieving that security is dependent on 
not only the government but also on 
citizens, he wished to spread aware-
ness of how individual citizens can 
contribute to a safer Yemen. 

Throughout his journey, on which 
he was accompanied by Al-Qahali, 
his assistant and photographer, 
Al-Marhabi presented his views 
on peace and security in Yemen at 
lectures which he held in differ-
ent communities, universities, and 
schools. Informing his audience on 
existing security obstacles, he en-
couraged listeners to stand together 
to improve the country’s security, 
regardless of the political party or 
religious sect they belonged to. 

“A huge gap exists between the 
citizens	
�     and	
�     the	
�     security	
�     officials,	
�    
and this gap must be eliminated,” 
said Al-Marhabi.

After completing his one-month 
journey around Yemen, Al-Marhabi 
met with the Yemen Times to talk 
about the main challenges he faced 
on this trip and his previous journey 
around the world.

The challenges of travelling in 
Yemen
“In Amran, attendees were approxi-
mately one thousand in number and 
those	
�    who	
�    couldn’t	
�    find	
�    seats	
�    sat	
�    on	
�    
window shelves and pathways in 
lecture halls,” Al-Marhabi recalls, 
seemingly pleased by the success of 
his venture.

While most people were interest-
ed in Al-Marhabi’s tour and gener-
ally understanding, he was met with 
hostility from others. “In a southern 
governorate that I traveled through 
people started calling me ‘Dahbashi’ 
[a discriminatory term for north-
erners],” he says. In an attempt to 
counter such bigotry, Al-Marhabi 
emphasized that his travels are a 
personal project to call for security, 
independent	
�    of	
�    his	
�    party	
�    affiliation	
�    
or region. 

“Politics and partisanship must 
not interfere with security,” he 
says.

The major obstacle faced by Al-
Marhabi throughout his journey was 
going to the governorate as sched-
uled	
�     to	
�     find	
�     the	
�     local	
�    management	
�    
or the local council asking for addi-
tional travel documents “as though 
I came from another country.” 

Those administrative hurdles 
caused involuntary delays in Al-
Marhabi’s trip.  
The	
�    most	
�     difficulty	
�     was	
�     faced	
�     in	
�    

Taiz, he explains, where local of-
ficials	
�     requested	
�     new	
�     documents	
�    
to be authorized in order for him 
to proceed with his trip within the 
governorate. “I told them that I am 
not	
�     travelling	
�     in	
�     an	
�     official	
�     capac-
ity and that this is a self-initiative, 
therefore, why are you treating us 
as foreigners in our own country?” 
remembers Al-Marhabi.
The	
�    bad	
�    quality	
�    of	
�    roads	
�    and	
�    tem-

perature also constituted obstacles. 
Some roads were full of potholes 
while others weren’t paved at all, 
and the high temperatures in south-
ern	
�     governorates	
�     required	
�     Al-Mar-
habi	
�     to	
�     frequently	
�     stop	
�     in	
�     order	
�     to	
�    
cool down his motorbike.

It was in northern governorates 
that Al-Marhabi found it particu-
larly	
�     difficult	
�     to	
�     get	
�     enough	
�     fuel	
�     to	
�    
continue his trip. Forced to buy it 
from the black market, he remem-
bers	
�     having	
�     to	
�     pay	
�     five	
�     times	
�     the	
�    
normal price. 

Interestingly, as soon as Al-Mar-
habi reached Taiz and the south-
ern governorates, fuel was once 
again available and found in vast 
amounts.

An incident that Al-Marhabi re-
members as particularly striking 
occurred in Lahj, where a car bomb 
exploded next to the college where 
Al-Marhabi’s lecture was supposed 
to take place, one day prior to his ar-
rival.	
�    Security	
�    officials	
�    in	
�    the	
�    gover-
norate wanted to cancel the lecture, 

thinking that Al-Marhabi himself 
might have been the target. Yet, Al-
Marhabi refused, explaining later 
that “the lecture went well and no 
sign of any threat appeared.”

Promoting and observing 
security
In an attempt to understand how 
security institutions work in Ye-
men, Al-Marhabi visited various 
security departments in the course 
of his journey to observe different 
existing models of security work. 
After all, security apparatuses are 
the primary network that connects 
citizens with all command and lead-
ership centers in the country.

Al-Marhabi closely observed how 
security was handled at the entrance 
and exit ports in different gover-
norates	
�     and	
�     how	
�     security	
�     officials	
�    
treated locals. He found that some 
security	
�     operations	
�     offices	
�     had	
�     no	
�    
idea who went in or out of the gov-
ernorate and fell short in reporting 
this information to other security 
bodies.

When reports are not distributed 
and	
�    efficiently	
�    maintained,	
�    the	
�    pro-
vision of security is put at risk, ar-
gues Al-Marhabi.
He	
�    was	
�    pleased	
�    to	
�    find	
�    that	
�    some	
�    

governorates were providing sound 
security and demonstrated ad-
vanced communication in updating 
the governorate’s various security 
institutions on current events. Ac-
cording to Al-Marhabi, security op-
erations were best in Hodeida, fol-
lowed by Taiz. The overall security 
situation, however, was the best in 

Taiz, followed by Dhamar, and Haj-
jah. “The security was poor in the 
other governorates, such as Lahj 
and Al-Dhale,” said Al-Marhabi.

He was particularly disappointed 
by communication within Lahj’s se-
curity	
�    offices.	
�    Although	
�    he	
�    had	
�    an-
nounced his visit two months in ad-
vance, he arrived only to learn that 
the	
�    operations	
�    officer	
�    had	
�    forgotten	
�    
to tell his boss about his arrival to 
set up the agenda of his visit. 

An international globetrotter
Al-Marhabi's goal of spreading 
awareness about security issues in 
Yemen was not a wholesale new 
experience to him. In fact, he had 
toured around the globe by bicycle 
in the 1990s to promote peace and 
inform people about his home coun-
try and its citizens. 

Previously, he visited different 
regions in Yemen, expressing his 
opposition “to retaliation and high 
dowries,” which he viewed as one 
source of insecurity and instability 
in his country, triggering the killing 
of innocents and the embezzlement 
of public funds.

According to Al-Marhabi, his visit 
to Yemen’s different governorates in 
the 1990s came as a preparation for 
his international journey. It seemed 
inappropriate to travel abroad with-
out properly knowing one’s own 
country, he explained. “In addition, 
I wanted to know what I might need 
during my tour and what obstacles I 
might face.”

When Al-Marhabi began his in-
ternational	
�    journey	
�    he	
�    travelled	
�    first	
�    

through Oman, heading to the UAE, 
Qatar, Iran, and then to Pakistan. 
In	
�    one	
�    of	
�    the	
�    first	
�    Pakistani	
�    villages	
�    
he travelled through, Al-Marhabi 
was asked to lead villagers in their 
prayers. “You are a grandson of the 
ancestors and companions of the 
prophet Muhammad,” he was told. 
“I could only excuse myself by say-
ing that my doctrine doesn't allow 
me to lead prayers unless I am older 
than 65,” Al-Marhabi recalls. 

Once he left Pakistan and visited 
Iran again, his journey took him 
to Turkey, Greece, Iran again, then 
Iraq,	
�     Jordan,	
�     Syria,	
�     Lebanon,	
�     Su-
dan, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Alge-
ria, Morocco, Mauritania, and then 
back to Morocco to pass through 
the Strait of Gibraltar and arrive in 
Spain. After crossing France, Swit-
zerland, Belgium, Netherlands, 
Ireland, and the UK, Al-Marhabi 
reached	
�    Germany,	
�    his	
�    final	
�    destina-
tion.
“I	
�     then	
�    flew	
�    back	
�     to	
�    Yemen,”	
�    Al-

Marhabi remembers. By now he 
has visited 20 Arabian countries, 12 
European countries, and 6 Islamic 
countries; a man who never com-
pleted his high school education, 
Al-Marhabi now speaks a variety of 
languages, including French, Turk-
ish, and Farsi.

While having himself gained a lot 
through his travelling, Al-Marhabi 
hoped to have made a valuable con-
tribution himself as well. “I wanted 
to change the perspective that many 
had about Yemen, saying that Ye-
menis are murderers, terrorists and 
criminals,” he said.
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Yemeni globetrotter tours the world and 11 
governorates to promote peace and security

After touring the world on his bicycle, seventy-year-old Saleh Al-Marhabi travelled Yemen this year by motorcycle, giving lectures and visit-
ing various security departments.

Al-Marhabi spoke to comunities and at schools about putting aside 
sectarian and political differences and standing together to achieve 
peace.
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W hen a printing 
house in Yemen 
counter feited 
Ahmed Al-
Shuaibi’s	
�     first	
�    

book in 2012, the professor of Is-
lamic studies at Sana’a University 
decided not to publish any of the 
other books he had been writing. 

“I was shocked when I saw my 
book counterfeit. I had another 
book, which was about ready, but 
I refrained from publishing it. I 
feared it would be stolen,” said Al-
Shuaibi. 

Though it came as a real shock, 
Al-Shuaibi said he was lucky that 
he knew the printing house that 
copied his book and began selling 
it illegally. He refused to disclose 
the name of the printing institu-
tion, however, stating he does not 
want the house to be libeled. 

“When I learned of the printing 
house that illegally copied my book, 
I reached a settlement that I would 
be compensated,” Al-Shuaibi said. 
He declined to reveal the amount 
agreed upon, complaining, how-
ever, that he still has not received 
the sum he was promised. 

According to Al-Shuaibi, he is 
only one of many Yemeni authors 
who have refrained from publish-
ing their works in response to the 
booming business of counterfeit-
ing books. 

As is often the case, Yemen’s 
thriving informal economy is di-
rectly linked to poverty and the 
lacking enforcement of laws. Ac-
cording to Ahmed Al-Hazmi, the 
manager of Khalid Bin Al-Waleed, 
a publishing house and bookstore 
in Sana'a, there is no practical 
penalty for those who have been 
involved in counterfeiting books. 
This lack of strict punishment 

negatively affects the publishing 
houses as well as authors and their 
readership, he says. 

Khalid Bin Al-Waleed publish-
ing house and book store is one of 
Yemen’s printing and book selling 
institutions whose publications 
have been exposed to counterfeit-
ing. Al-Hazmi said that illegal cop-
ies of three of the books the house 
has the rights for—including Al-
Shuaibi's book—were found in lo-
cal bookstores. 

Most counterfeit books are 
printed in secret locations and 
are then distributed to bookshops 
and markets around the city, even 
appearing on newsstands. These 
books contain the exact same con-
tent, including the author’s name 
and book title, but are printed on 
cheaper paper. Books on religion, 
self-teaching, and university text-
books are the most commonly 
counterfeited books, says Al-Haz-
mi.

Yemeni law criminalizes copy-
right infringement with a penalty 
of	
�    six	
�    months	
�    in	
�    prison	
�    and	
�    a	
�    fine	
�    
of YR10,000 ($47) to be paid to 
the publishing house that owns the 
rights to the book.
Even	
�    if	
�    the	
�    fine	
�    is	
�    enforced,	
�    how-

ever, authors often end up not be-
ing compensated; when copyright 
infringement occurs, the publish-
ing house is responsible for follow-
ing up with legal action and getting 
compensation, whereas the author 
must then deal with the publishing 
house directly.

“The publishing house is not 
able to compensate the author if il-
legal copies of his book are found 
given that the readership rejects to 
purchase the original version, say-
ing that it is too expensive,” said 
Al-Hazmi.

Given that copies of books are 
sold at a lower price, they are in 
much higher demand. 

Once, Khalid Bin Al-Waleed pub-

lishing house and bookstore had to 
return 800 out of 1,000 copies of 
Sheikh Ayid Al-Qarni's book, the 
Lucid Explanation, because illegal 
copies of the book were being sold 
in Yemeni markets. 

The counterfeit version was al-
most a third of the original price: 
YR5,500 ($26) for the original as 
opposed to around 2,000 ($9) for 
the copy, according to Al-Hazmi. 

Najat Bahakim, the general 
manager of Sana’a’s Culture Of-
fice,	
�     explains	
�     that	
�     counterfeiting	
�    
books is a violation of intellectual 
property rights, arguing that au-
thors must document their works 

and	
�    should	
�    notify	
�    the	
�    office	
�    in	
�    case	
�    
they discover their books are being 
illegally copied. 
“The	
�    Culture	
�    Office	
�    in	
�    the	
�    capital	
�    

city obligated printing houses that 
counterfeited	
�    some	
�    books	
�    to	
�    finan-
cially compensate the authors. This 
came	
�    after	
�    the	
�    authors	
�    notified	
�    the	
�    
Culture	
�    Office,”	
�    Bahakim	
�    said.	
�    

The amount of compensation is 
largely based on the amount the 
publishing house claims to have 
lost in sales.

In Bahakim’s view, there must 
be campaigns to raise awareness 
about the counterfeiting of books, 
boycotting them and the print-

ing houses involved. The printing 
houses, she argues, do not care 
about copyrights, let alone quality 
printing, but are exclusively con-
cerned	
�    about	
�    financial	
�    profits.	
�    

Abdulghani Al-Makrami, a re-
searcher and poet, also thinks that 
the sole purpose of counterfeiting 
books is the pursuit of money, call-
ing those involved thieves. 
“Authors	
�     lose	
�     financial	
�     profits	
�    

when their books are distorted and 
published,” he says, complaining 
that “authors work hard and stay 
up writing and revising their works 
for months or perhaps years.” 

To protect both authors and pub-

lishing houses from counterfeiting, 
Al-Makrami believes a new law 
needs to be issued which protects 
copyrights and severely punishes 
those who illegally copy and dis-
tribute books. 

So far, Yemen does not have any 
specialized court to resolve issues 
related to copyright infringement 
and intellectual property theft. 
Although	
�    the	
�    Culture	
�    Office	
�    works	
�    
to tackle these issues, its rulings 
usually obligate those who illegally 
print counterfeit books to compen-
sate the publishing houses whereas 
the authors often go without com-
pensation. 

Yemeni authors discouraged by counterfeiting

Although the content is the same, original and counterfeit books differ in their design and the quality of the paper used. 
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68 TH INDEPENDENCE DAY OF PAKISTAN (14 AUGUST. 2014)

PAKISTAN “LAND OF THE PURE” 
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CELEBRATING WITH YOU, PROUD to be BEING A 
PAKISTANI HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY PAKISTAN  
ZINDA BAD
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WORLDWIDE LOGISTIC SOLUTIONS

TEL: 00967-1-450238
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PAKISTAN CONTINUES TO 
SIGNIFICANTLY CONTRIBUTE 
IN IMPROVING QUALITY OF 

EDUCATION IN YEMEN 
H.E. DR. IRFAN YUSUF SHAMI, 
AMBASSADOR OF PAKISTAN 

At the outset, I would 
like to extend my 
hear est	
�     felicita ons	
�    
to	
�     all	
�    my	
�     compatriots	
�    
in Yemen on the 68th 
Independence	
�     Day	
�     of	
�    
the	
�    Islamic	
�    Republic	
�    of	
�    
Pakistan.	
�     I	
�     draw	
�     sa s-
fac on	
�     that	
�     the	
�     num-
ber	
�    of	
�    our	
�    compatriots	
�    

con nues	
�     to	
�     steadily	
�     increase	
�     in	
�     Yemen.	
�     I	
�     also	
�    
acknowledge	
�    and	
�    appreciate	
�    the	
�    vital	
�    role	
�    being	
�    
played	
�    by	
�    the	
�    over	
�    three	
�    thousand	
�    strong	
�    Paki-
stani	
�    community	
�    in	
�    the	
�    economic	
�    development	
�    
of	
�    Yemen	
�    and	
�    strengthening	
�    of	
�    Pakistan-‐Yemen	
�    
bilateral	
�    rela ons.	
�    I	
�    sincerely	
�    pray	
�    and	
�    urge	
�    all	
�    of	
�    
them	
�    to	
�    con nue	
�    to	
�    maintain	
�    and	
�    project	
�    an	
�    ex-
cellent	
�    image	
�    of	
�    their	
�    motherland	
�    through	
�    their	
�    
dedica on	
�    and	
�    hard	
�    work.
This	
�     year’s	
�     Independence	
�    Day	
�     follows	
�     immedi-
ately	
�    a er	
�    the	
�    blessed	
�    month	
�    of	
�    Ramadhan	
�    and	
�    
the	
�     fes ve	
�    occasion	
�    of	
�    Eid	
�    ul	
�    Fitr.	
�     It,	
�     therefore,	
�    
brings	
�     about	
�     added	
�     happiness	
�     for	
�     the	
�     around	
�    
190	
�    million	
�    Pakistanis,	
�     including	
�    our	
�    expatriate	
�    
community.	
�    On	
�    this	
�    auspicious	
�    occasion,	
�    I	
�    would	
�    
also	
�    like	
�    to	
�    express	
�    my	
�    profound	
�    gra tude	
�    to	
�    the	
�    
brotherly	
�     people	
�     of	
�     Yemen,	
�     who	
�     have	
�     always	
�    
held	
�     the	
�    people	
�    of	
�    Pakistan	
�     in	
�    high	
�    esteem.	
�     In	
�    
this	
�    regard,	
�     I	
�    par cularly	
�    appreciate	
�    the	
�    efforts	
�    
of	
�     Yemen-‐Pakistan	
�     Brotherhood	
�     Associa on,	
�    
under	
�    its	
�    dynamic	
�    President	
�    Eng.	
�    Aiyed	
�    Shamiri	
�    
and	
�    all	
�    its	
�    office	
�    bearers,	
�    for	
�    their	
�    con nued	
�    ef-
forts	
�     in	
�     strengthening	
�     the	
�     bonds	
�     of	
�     friendship	
�    
between	
�    our	
�    two	
�    brotherly	
�    countries.	
�    
Sixty	
�    seven	
�    years	
�    ago,	
�    on	
�    the	
�    eve	
�    of	
�    14	
�    August	
�    
1947,	
�    Allah	
�    Almighty	
�    blessed	
�    the	
�    heroic	
�    struggle	
�    
of	
�    the	
�    Muslims	
�    of	
�    sub-‐con nent	
�    with	
�    a	
�    miracu-
lous	
�    success.	
�    They	
�    were	
�    able	
�    to	
�    achieve	
�    a	
�    sover-
eign	
�    and	
�    independent	
�    homeland	
�    for	
�    themselves.	
�    
However,	
�     this	
�    was	
�    not	
�    possible	
�    without	
�     the	
�     in-
numerable	
�    sacrifices	
�    by	
�    millions	
�    of	
�    Muslims	
�    and,	
�    
most	
�    importantly,	
�    the	
�    charisma c	
�    leadership	
�    of	
�    
the	
�    Founder	
�    of	
�     the	
�    Na on,	
�    Quaid-‐e-‐Azam	
�    Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah.
Quaid-‐e-‐Azam	
�    had	
�    envisaged	
�    a	
�    modern,	
�    demo-
cra c	
�    and	
�    welfare	
�    state	
�    of	
�    Pakistan.	
�    He	
�    had	
�    also	
�    
championed	
�    the	
�    rule	
�    of	
�    law	
�    and	
�    equitable	
�    social	
�    
jus ce	
�    for	
�    harmonious	
�    socio-‐economic	
�    develop-
ment.	
�     The	
�     Great	
�     Leader’s	
�    mission	
�     is	
�     yet	
�     to	
�     be	
�    
fully	
�     achieved.	
�     This	
�     blessed	
�     day	
�     of	
�     14	
�     August,	
�    
therefore,	
�    calls	
�    upon	
�    all	
�    our	
�    compatriots	
�     to	
�    re-
new	
�    their	
�    pledge	
�     to	
�     these	
�    noble	
�    objec ves	
�    es-
poused	
�    by	
�    Quaid-‐e-‐Azam.	
�    This	
�    very	
�    special	
�    day	
�    
also	
�    beckons	
�    us	
�    to	
�    make	
�    a	
�    strong	
�    determina on	
�    
to	
�     con nue	
�     to	
�     collec vely	
�     and	
�     sincerely	
�     strive	
�    
to	
�    shape	
�    our	
�    lives	
�    in	
�    accordance	
�    with	
�    the	
�    Great	
�    
Leader’s	
�     golden	
�     principles	
�     of	
�     Unity,	
�     Faith	
�     and	
�    
Discipline,	
�     in	
�     order	
�     to	
�     make	
�     Pakistan	
�     a	
�     strong	
�    
and	
�    prosperous	
�    country.
Pakistan’s	
�    68th	
�     Independence	
�    Day	
�     is	
�    being	
�    cel-
ebrated	
�    at	
�    a	
�     me	
�    when	
�    our	
�    blessed	
�    country	
�     is	
�    
faced	
�    with	
�    daun ng	
�    security	
�    and	
�    economic	
�    chal-
lenges.	
�    I	
�    am	
�    confident	
�    that,	
�    as	
�    demonstrated	
�    in	
�    

the	
�    past	
�    on	
�    several	
�    occasions,	
�    our	
�    great	
�    na on	
�    
will	
�    Insha	
�    Allah	
�    resiliently	
�    and	
�    successfully	
�    over-
come	
�    all	
�    these	
�    challenges.	
�    I	
�    am	
�    also	
�    hopeful	
�    that	
�    
the	
�     pragma c	
�     policies	
�     adopted	
�     by	
�     the	
�     second	
�    
successive	
�     democra cally	
�     elected	
�     government	
�    
of	
�    Prime	
�    Minister	
�    Muhammad	
�    Nawaz	
�    Sharif	
�    will	
�    
con nue	
�     to	
�     enhance	
�     socio-‐economic	
�     develop-
ment	
�    and	
�    prosperity	
�    within	
�    the	
�    country	
�    as	
�    well	
�    
as	
�    improve	
�    our	
�    stature	
�    amongst	
�    the	
�    interna on-
al	
�    community.
I	
�     also	
�     note	
�    with	
�     immense	
�     sa sfac on	
�     that	
�     sig-
nificant	
�     progress	
�     con nues	
�     to	
�     be	
�    made	
�    by	
�     the	
�    
brotherly	
�     Yemen	
�     towards	
�     achieving	
�     peace	
�     and	
�    
stability,	
�    under	
�    the	
�    able	
�    leadership	
�    of	
�    H.E.	
�    Presi-
dent	
�    Abdu	
�    Rabbu	
�    Mansour	
�    Hadi	
�    and	
�    H.E.	
�    Prime	
�    
Minister	
�     Salem	
�     Basundwa.	
�     Following	
�     the	
�     suc-
cessful	
�    conclusion	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Na onal	
�    Dialogue	
�    Con-
ference	
�    early	
�    this	
�    year,	
�    steady	
�    progress	
�    con nues	
�    
to	
�    be	
�    made	
�    towards	
�    the	
�    successful	
�    achievement	
�    
of	
�    all	
�    remaining	
�    milestones	
�    in	
�    this	
�    crucial	
�    transi-
onal	
�    phase.	
�    I	
�    am	
�    convinced	
�    and	
�    sincerely	
�    pray	
�    

that	
�    my	
�     Yemeni	
�     brothers	
�     and	
�     sisters,	
�     irrespec-
ve	
�    of	
�    their	
�    poli cal	
�    affilia ons,	
�    gender,	
�    age	
�    and	
�    

social	
�     status,	
�     will	
�     remain	
�     commi ed	
�     in	
�     peace-
fully	
�    overcoming	
�    their	
�    differences	
�    and	
�    will	
�    Insha	
�    
Allah	
�     make	
�     Yemen	
�     a	
�     truly	
�     modern	
�     and	
�     strong	
�    
country,	
�     like	
�    its	
�    glorious	
�    past.	
�     I	
�    strongly	
�    believe	
�    
that	
�     Pakistan	
�     and	
�     Yemen	
�     can	
�     greatly	
�     benefit	
�    
from	
�    sharing	
�    each	
�    other’s	
�    experiences	
�    and	
�    can	
�    
cooperate	
�    in	
�    various	
�    fields	
�    in	
�    order	
�    to	
�    overcome	
�    
their	
�    common	
�    challenges	
�    and	
�    steer	
�    their	
�    respec-
ve	
�    people	
�    towards	
�    stability	
�    and	
�    prosperity.

Since	
�    my	
�    arrival	
�    in	
�    Sana’a	
�    more	
�    than	
�    two	
�    and	
�    a	
�    
half	
�     years	
�     ago,	
�     I	
�     have	
�     con nued	
�     to	
�     vigorously	
�    
pursue	
�    several	
�    ini a ves,	
�    par cularly	
�    in	
�    the	
�    ed-
uca on,	
�    health,	
�    trade	
�    and	
�    defence	
�    sectors.	
�    I	
�    am	
�    
confident	
�     that,	
�    with	
�     the	
�    coopera on	
�    of	
�    my	
�    Ye-
meni	
�    brothers,	
�    my	
�    efforts	
�    will	
�    further	
�    strengthen	
�    
our	
�    brotherly	
�    rela ons.	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    
In	
�    the	
�    educa on	
�    sector,	
�    I	
�    am	
�    pleased	
�    to	
�    inform	
�    
that	
�     Pakistan	
�     School	
�     Sana’a	
�     has	
�     successfully	
�    
completed	
�    30	
�    years	
�    of	
�    being	
�    a	
�    centre	
�    of	
�    educa-
onal	
�    excellence	
�    in	
�    Yemen.	
�    With	
�    the	
�    strong	
�    sup-

port	
�    of	
�    my	
�    Yemeni	
�    brothers,	
�    I	
�    remain	
�    commi ed	
�    
to	
�    construc ng	
�    a	
�    modern	
�    custom-‐built	
�    campus	
�    
for	
�    this	
�    premier	
�    ins tu on.	
�    I	
�    also	
�    note	
�    with	
�    sat-
isfac on	
�    that	
�    a er	
�    the	
�    successful	
�    comple on	
�    of	
�    
the	
�    first	
�    academic	
�    session	
�    of	
�    his	
�    school	
�    in	
�    Aden,	
�    
a	
�    Kuwait-‐based	
�    Pakistani	
�    entrepreneur,	
�    Mr.	
�    Ma-
jid	
�    Ali	
�    Chaudhary,	
�     is	
�    establishing	
�     four	
�    branches	
�    
of	
�     his	
�     Pakistan	
�     Na onal	
�     English	
�     School	
�     in	
�     the	
�    
important	
�     Yemeni	
�     ci es	
�     of	
�     Ibb,	
�     Taiz,	
�     Hodeidah	
�    
and	
�    Mukalla.	
�    I	
�    would	
�    like	
�    to	
�    commend	
�    Mr.	
�    Ma-
jid’s	
�    ini a ve,	
�    which	
�    I	
�    am	
�    confident	
�    will	
�    further	
�    
contribute	
�     towards	
�     significantly	
�     improving	
�     the	
�    
quality	
�    of	
�    educa on	
�    in	
�    Yemen	
�    as	
�    well	
�    as	
�    further	
�    
enhance	
�    Pakistan’s	
�    creden als	
�    in	
�    the	
�    educa on-
al system. 
In	
�     the	
�     trade	
�     sector,	
�     steady	
�     progress	
�     con nues	
�    
to	
�    be	
�    made	
�    in	
�    improving	
�    business	
�    rela ons,	
�    in-
cluding	
�    bilateral	
�    trade	
�    and	
�    establishment	
�    of	
�    joint	
�    
ventures.	
�    High-‐level	
�    official	
�    visits	
�    to	
�    Pakistan	
�    by	
�    
the	
�    Commanders	
�    of	
�    Yemen	
�    Navy	
�    and	
�    Yemen	
�    Air	
�    
Force	
�     and	
�     Air	
�     Defence	
�     and	
�     follow-‐up	
�     ac ons	
�    
have	
�    given	
�    impetus	
�    in	
�    further	
�    strengthening	
�    bi-
lateral	
�    defence	
�    rela ons.

Pakistan Zindabad and Long Live Pakistan-Yemen 
Friendship and Brotherhood.

Pakistan;	
�     the	
�    Islamic	
�     Republic	
�     of	
�     Pakistan	
�     is	
�     a	
�     sovereign	
�    
country	
�     in	
�     South	
�     Asia.	
�     With	
�     a	
�     popula on	
�     exceeding	
�    180	
�    
million	
�     people,	
�     it	
�     is	
�     the	
�     sixth	
�    most	
�     populous	
�    country	
�     and	
�    
with	
�    an	
�    area	
�    covering	
�    796,095	
�    km2	
�    (307,374	
�    sq	
�    mi),	
�    it	
�    is	
�    the	
�    
36th	
�    largest	
�    country	
�    in	
�    the	
�    world	
�    in	
�    terms	
�    of	
�    area.	
�    Pakistan	
�    
has	
�    a	
�    1,046-‐kilometre	
�     (650	
�    mi)	
�    coastline	
�    along	
�    the	
�    Arabian	
�    
Sea	
�    and	
�     the	
�    Gulf	
�     of	
�     Oman	
�    in	
�     the	
�     south	
�     and	
�     is	
�     bordered	
�    
by	
�    India	
�    to	
�    the	
�    east,	
�    Afghanistan	
�    to	
�    the	
�    west	
�    (	
�    western	
�    san-
jrani	
�    agency)	
�    chagai	
�    area	
�    and	
�    north,	
�    Iran	
�    to	
�    the	
�    southwest	
�    
and	
�    China	
�    in	
�     the	
�     far	
�     northeast.	
�     It	
�     is	
�     separated	
�     from	
�    Tajiki-
stan	
�    by	
�    Afghanistan’s	
�    narrow	
�    Wakhan	
�    Corridor	
�    in	
�    the	
�    north,	
�    
and	
�    also	
�    shares	
�    a	
�    marine	
�    border	
�    with	
�    Oman.
Pakistan	
�     Movement	
�    led	
�     by	
�    Muhammad	
�     Ali	
�     Jinnah	
�    and	
�    
the	
�    subcon nent’s	
�    struggle	
�    for	
�    independence,	
�    Pakistan	
�    was	
�    
created	
�    on	
�    14th	
�    of	
�    August	
�    1947	
�    (27th	
�    of	
�    Holy	
�    month	
�    of	
�    Ra-
madan)	
�    as	
�    an	
�    independent	
�    na on	
�    for	
�    Muslims	
�    where	
�    they	
�    
can	
�    prac ce	
�    ISLAM.	
�    

History
The	
�     Arab	
�     general	
�    Muhammad	
�     bin	
�     Qasim	
�    conquered	
�    In-

dus	
�     valley	
�    from	
�    Sindh	
�    to	
�    Multan	
�    in	
�     southern	
�    Punjab	
�    in	
�     711	
�    
CE.	
�    The	
�    Pakistan	
�    government’s	
�    official	
�    chronology	
�    iden fies	
�    
this	
�     as	
�     the	
�    point	
�    where	
�     the	
�     “founda on”	
�    of	
�     Pakistan	
�    was	
�    
laid.	
�    This	
�    conquest	
�    set	
�    the	
�    stage	
�    for	
�    the	
�    rule	
�    of	
�    several	
�    suc-
cessive	
�    Muslim	
�    empires	
�    in	
�    the	
�    region.	
�    

Geography and climate
Pakistan	
�     covers	
�     an	
�     area	
�     of	
�     796,095	
�    km2	
�    (307,374	
�    sq	
�    mi),	
�    
approximately	
�    equal	
�    to	
�    the	
�    combined	
�    land	
�    areas	
�    of	
�    France	
�    
and	
�    the	
�    United	
�    Kingdom.	
�    It	
�    is	
�    the	
�    36th	
�    largest	
�    na on	
�    by	
�    to-
tal	
�    area,	
�    although	
�    this	
�    ranking	
�    varies	
�    depending	
�    on	
�    how	
�    the	
�    
disputed	
�    territory	
�    of	
�    Kashmir	
�    is	
�    counted
Pakistan	
�     is	
�    divided	
�     into	
�     three	
�    major	
�    geographic	
�    areas:	
�     the	
�    
northern	
�     highlands,	
�     the	
�    Indus	
�     River	
�    plain	
�     and	
�     the	
�     Bal-
ochistan	
�    Plateau.	
�    The	
�    northern	
�    highlands	
�    contain	
�    the	
�    Kara-
koram,	
�    Hindu	
�    Kush	
�    and	
�    Pamir	
�    mountain	
�    ranges	
�    (see	
�    moun-
tains	
�    of	
�    Pakistan),	
�    which	
�    contain	
�    some	
�    of	
�    the	
�    world’s	
�    highest	
�    
peaks,	
�    including	
�    five	
�    of	
�    the	
�    fourteen	
�    eight-‐thousands	
�    (moun-
tain	
�    peaks	
�    over	
�    8,000	
�    meters	
�    or	
�    26,250	
�    feet),	
�    which	
�    a ract	
�    
adventurers	
�    and	
�    mountaineers	
�    from	
�    all	
�    over	
�    the	
�    world,	
�    no-

tably	
�    K2	
�    (8,611	
�    m	
�     or	
�     28,251	
�     )	
�     and	
�    Nanga	
�     Parbat(8,126	
�    m	
�    
or	
�    26,660	
�     ).	
�    The	
�    Balochistan	
�    Plateau	
�     lies	
�     in	
�     the	
�    west	
�    and	
�    
the	
�    Thar	
�    Desert	
�    in	
�    the	
�    east.	
�    The	
�    1,609	
�    km	
�    (1,000	
�    mi)	
�    Indus	
�    
River	
�    and	
�    its	
�    tributaries	
�    flow	
�    through	
�    the	
�    country	
�    from	
�    the	
�    
Kashmir	
�    region	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Arabian	
�    Sea.	
�    There	
�    is	
�    an	
�    expanse	
�    of	
�    
alluvial	
�    plains	
�    along	
�    it	
�    in	
�    Punjab	
�    and	
�    Sindh.	
�    

Nuclear power in Pakistan
Pakistan	
�    is	
�    the	
�    first	
�    Muslim	
�    Country	
�    in	
�    the	
�    world	
�    to	
�    construct	
�    
and	
�    operate	
�    civil	
�    nuclear	
�    power	
�    plants.	
�    The	
�    Pakistan	
�    Atomic	
�    
Energy	
�    Commission	
�    (PAEC),	
�    the	
�    scien fic	
�    and	
�    nuclear	
�    gov-
ernmental	
�    agency,	
�    is	
�    solely	
�    responsible	
�    for	
�    opera ng	
�    these	
�    
power	
�     plants.	
�     Pakistan	
�     is	
�     one	
�     of	
�     the	
�     four	
�     nuclear	
�     armed	
�    
states	
�    (along	
�    with	
�    India,	
�    Israel	
�    and	
�    North	
�    Korea)	
�    that	
�    is	
�    not	
�    a	
�    
party	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Nuclear	
�    Non-‐Prolifera on	
�    Treaty	
�    but	
�    is	
�    a	
�    mem-
ber	
�     in	
�     good	
�     standing	
�     of	
�     the	
�     Interna onal	
�     Atomic	
�     Energy	
�    
Agency.	
�    
Pakistan	
�    become	
�    atomic	
�    power	
�    on	
�    28th	
�    May,	
�    1998.	
�    Dr	
�    Ab-
dul	
�    Qadir	
�    with	
�    the	
�    help	
�    of	
�    other	
�    scien sts	
�    helped	
�    Pakistan	
�    to	
�    
become	
�    atomic	
�    power.

AN OVERVIEW OF PAKISTAN-
YEMEN RELATIONS

As	
�    envisaged	
�    by	
�    the	
�    Founder	
�    of	
�    Pakistan,	
�    
Quaid-‐e-‐Azam	
�     Muhammad	
�     Ali	
�     Jinnah,	
�    
maintenance	
�    of	
�    close	
�    fraternal	
�    rela ons	
�    
with	
�     the	
�     Islamic	
�    world	
�     has	
�     been	
�     a	
�     cor-
nerstone	
�    of	
�    Pakistan’s	
�    foreign	
�    policy	
�    ever	
�    
since	
�     its	
�     independence	
�     in	
�    1947.	
�    Repub-
lic	
�     of	
�     Yemen,	
�     accordingly,	
�     con nues	
�     to	
�    
prominently	
�     figure	
�     amongst	
�     Pakistan’s	
�    
closest	
�     friends	
�     around	
�     the	
�     world.	
�     Both	
�    
countries	
�    enjoy	
�    a	
�     long	
�    history	
�    of	
�    broth-
erly	
�     rela ons,	
�     which	
�     dates	
�     back	
�     before	
�    
their	
�     emergence	
�     as	
�     independent	
�     sov-
ereign	
�     countries.	
�     The	
�     people	
�     of	
�     both	
�    
regions	
�    which	
�    presently	
�    cons tute	
�    Paki-
stan	
�     and	
�     Yemen	
�    had	
�     tradi onally	
�     inter-
acted	
�    and	
�    conducted	
�    trade	
�    through	
�    the	
�    
Arabian	
�    Sea	
�    routes,	
�    which	
�    linked	
�    Karachi	
�    
and	
�    Mekran	
�    with	
�    Aden	
�    and	
�    Mukalla.	
�    The	
�    
advent	
�     of	
�     Islam	
�     in	
�     the	
�     7th	
�     century	
�     and	
�    
its	
�     subsequent	
�    expansion	
�     to	
�    South	
�    Asia	
�    
further	
�     strengthened	
�     these	
�     fraternal	
�    
rela ons	
�     and	
�     introduced	
�     to	
�     the	
�     people	
�    
of	
�     both	
�     regions	
�     a	
�     common	
�     ideological	
�    
perspec ve	
�     and	
�     a	
�     comprehensive	
�     code	
�    
of	
�    life.	
�    
Present	
�    day	
�     rela ons	
�    between	
�    Pakistan	
�    
and	
�     Yemen	
�     are	
�     based	
�     on	
�     these	
�     strong	
�    
historical	
�     links,	
�     common	
�     faith,	
�     common	
�    
set	
�    of	
�    cultural	
�    and	
�    moral	
�    values	
�    as	
�    well	
�    as	
�    
convergence	
�    of	
�    percep ons	
�    on	
�    the	
�    en re	
�    
range	
�     of	
�     regional	
�     and	
�     interna onal	
�     is-
sues.	
�    Regular	
�    people-‐to-‐people	
�    contacts	
�    
further	
�    reinforce	
�    this	
�    fraternal	
�    bond.
Both	
�    countries	
�    con nue	
�    to	
�    enjoy	
�    strong	
�    
rela ons	
�     in	
�     the	
�     educa on	
�     sector.	
�     Forty	
�    
academic	
�     scholarships	
�     are	
�     annually	
�     of-
fered	
�    by	
�    the	
�    Government	
�    of	
�    Pakistan	
�    to	
�    
Yemeni	
�    students.	
�    Yemeni	
�    graduates	
�    from	
�    
Pakistani	
�    academic	
�     ins tu ons	
�    have	
�    es-
tablished	
�    a	
�    Yemen-‐Pakistan	
�    Brotherhood	
�    
Associa on,	
�     which	
�     remains	
�     an	
�     effec-
ve	
�     bridge	
�     between	
�     the	
�     two	
�     brotherly	
�    

countries.	
�    Likewise,	
�    there	
�    are	
�    over	
�    three	
�    
thousand	
�     Pakistanis	
�     living	
�     in	
�     Yemen,	
�    
who	
�    are	
�    contribu ng	
�    towards	
�    the	
�    socio-‐
economic	
�     development	
�     of	
�     the	
�     country.	
�    
Their	
�    numbers	
�     con nue	
�     to	
�     steadily	
�     rise	
�    
with	
�     increasing	
�     stability	
�     and	
�     prosperity	
�    
in Yemen.
As	
�     the	
�     first	
�     foreign	
�     English	
�     Medium	
�    
School	
�    in	
�    Yemen,	
�    Pakistan	
�    School	
�    Sana’a	
�    
(PSS)	
�    completed	
�    thirty	
�    years	
�    of	
�    providing	
�    
quality	
�     educa on	
�     this	
�     year.	
�     The	
�     School	
�    

presently	
�     enrolls	
�     nearly	
�     700	
�     students	
�    
from	
�     different	
�     na onali es,	
�     predomi-
nantly	
�     Yemenis,	
�     studying	
�     in	
�     its	
�     Senior	
�    
and	
�    Junior	
�    Sec ons.	
�    The	
�    School’s	
�    alumni	
�    
con nue	
�     to	
�     achieve	
�     posi ons	
�     of	
�     influ-
ence	
�    in	
�    Yemeni	
�    society	
�    and	
�    abroad.
Encouraged	
�     by	
�     the	
�     successful	
�     comple-
on	
�    of	
�    the	
�    first	
�    academic	
�    session	
�    of	
�    his	
�    

school	
�    in	
�    Aden,	
�    a	
�    Kuwait-‐based	
�    Pakistani	
�    
entrepreneur,	
�    Mr.	
�    Majid	
�     Ali	
�     Chaudhary,	
�    
will	
�     be	
�     inaugura ng	
�     four	
�    new	
�    branches	
�    
of	
�     Pakistan	
�     Na onal	
�     English	
�     Schools	
�     in	
�    
Ibb,	
�    Taiz,	
�    Hodeidah	
�    and	
�    Mukalla	
�     in	
�    Sep-
tember	
�    2014.	
�    Mr.	
�    Majid	
�    intends	
�    to	
�    estab-
lish	
�    addi onal	
�    branches	
�    in	
�    other	
�    Yemeni	
�    
ci es	
�    next	
�    year.	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    
Despite	
�    the	
�    enormous	
�    goodwill	
�    towards	
�    
each	
�     other,	
�     bilateral	
�     trade	
�     volume	
�     be-
tween	
�    both	
�    countries	
�    remains	
�    far	
�    below	
�    
its	
�    actual	
�    poten al.	
�    The	
�    nearly	
�    US$	
�    100	
�    
million	
�    bilateral	
�    trade	
�    volume	
�    essen ally	
�    
comprises	
�     import	
�     of	
�     rice,	
�     pharmaceu -
cals,	
�    food	
�    stuff	
�    and	
�    electrical	
�    items	
�    from	
�    
Pakistan	
�     and	
�     export	
�     of	
�     scrap,	
�     leather,	
�    
hides	
�    and	
�    gemstones	
�     from	
�    Yemen.	
�    Par-
cipa on	
�    of	
�    delega ons	
�    of	
�    eminent	
�    Ye-

meni	
�     businessmen	
�     in	
�     the	
�     annual	
�     EXPO	
�    
2012	
�     and	
�     EXPO	
�     2013	
�     as	
�     well	
�     as	
�     an ci-
pated	
�     par cipa on	
�     in	
�     the	
�     forthcoming	
�    
EXPO	
�    2014	
�    will	
�    further	
�    strengthen	
�    bilat-
eral	
�    trade	
�    rela ons.	
�    
Yemen’s	
�     frui ul	
�     par cipa on	
�     in	
�     Paki-
stan’s	
�     bi-‐annual	
�     defence	
�     exhibi on	
�    
IDEAS	
�     2012	
�     has	
�     been	
�     followed-‐up	
�    with	
�    
successful	
�    official	
�    visits	
�    to	
�    Pakistan	
�    by	
�    the	
�    
Commanders	
�    of	
�    Yemen	
�    Navy	
�    and	
�    Yemen	
�    
Air	
�    Force	
�    &	
�    Air	
�    Defence.	
�    These	
�    high-‐level	
�    
visits	
�    as	
�    well	
�    as	
�    an cipated	
�    par cipa on	
�    
in	
�    the	
�    forthcoming	
�    IDEAS	
�    2014	
�    will	
�    pro-
vide	
�     further	
�     impetus	
�     in	
�    defence-‐related	
�    
bilateral	
�    collabora on.
Frui ul	
�    discussions	
�    during	
�    7th	
�    Session	
�    of	
�    
Pakistan-‐Yemen	
�     Joint	
�     Ministerial	
�     Com-
mission	
�    (JMC),	
�    held	
�    in	
�    Islamabad	
�    in	
�    Janu-
ary	
�     this	
�     year,	
�     are	
�     being	
�     followed-‐up	
�     in	
�    
various	
�    socio-‐economic	
�    fields	
�    in	
�    order	
�    to	
�    
further	
�    strengthen	
�    and	
�    broaden	
�    the	
�    can-
vas	
�    of	
�    bilateral	
�    rela ons.	
�    A er	
�    obtaining	
�    
first	
�    hand	
�    exposure	
�    during	
�    its	
�    nearly	
�    one	
�    
year	
�    presence	
�     in	
�    the	
�    country,	
�    Pakistan’s	
�    
largest	
�     public	
�     sector	
�     engineering	
�     firm,	
�    
Fron er	
�    Works	
�    Organiza on	
�     (FWO)	
�     has	
�    
relocated	
�     to	
�     its	
�     recently	
�     established	
�     re-
gional	
�    office	
�    in	
�    UAE,	
�    from	
�    where	
�    it	
�    con-
nues	
�     to	
�    closely	
�    monitor	
�    and	
�    assess	
�     its	
�    

par cipa on	
�     in	
�     various	
�    upcoming	
�     infra-
structure	
�    projects	
�    in	
�    Yemen.	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    
To	
�    conclude,	
�    there	
�    is	
�    tremendous	
�    poten-
al	
�    for	
�    expansion	
�    in	
�    bilateral	
�    coopera on	
�    

in	
�    all	
�    fields,	
�     as	
�    Yemen	
�    steadily	
�    and	
�     suc-
cessfully	
�    strides	
�    towards	
�    poli cal	
�    stability	
�    
and	
�    economic	
�    recovery	
�    during	
�    its	
�    crucial	
�    
transi onal	
�     process.	
�     The	
�     Government	
�    
and	
�     people	
�     of	
�     Pakistan	
�     as	
�     well	
�     as	
�     the	
�    
Embassy	
�    of	
�     Pakistan	
�     remain	
�     commi ed	
�    
towards	
�    providing	
�    all	
�    possible	
�    support	
�    to	
�    
the	
�    Government	
�    of	
�    Yemen.	
�    	
�    
Long live Pakistan – Yemen Brotherhood

Mohammad Ali Jinnah 

Dr. Allama Mohammad Iqbal

Punjab University, Lahore

K2 Second highedt Mountain
in the world

TOMB OF  MOHAMMED ALI 
JINNAH, karachi

FAISAL MOSQUE-ISLAMBAD

Chaggi Mountains-Experiment 
28/05/1998

MInar –e-Paksitan, Lahore

Dr.Abdul	
�    Qadir,	
�    Scien st

Faisalabad city Time Tower
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B U S I N E S S

FOR PEACE

AWA R D

Teacher of math, physics and  4
chemistry in English seeks 
work at school. 735694439 
Male, bachelor’s degree in  4
English language, diploma in 
marketing & computer science, 
experienced as an operations 
officer, treasurer and teacher. 
Looking for any job that 
requires English. 777004207

Female, BA in Arabic literature,  4
very good written and spoken 
French/English, seeks work as 
a babysitter for a foreign family 
(Aden or Taiz). 737168816

Rainbow School is requesting  4
female teachers for Arabic, 
English and Maths, with no less 

than 3 years experience, to 
teach elementary grades. 
Fluent and non-accented 
English language is required. 
Contact: 733811430, 
733406194. Email: 
emma5565@yahoo.com 
Required, experienced  4
housemaid to work in Sana’a. 
She must be able to speak 
English. Send an email to 
ccaruso87@yahoo.com, 
mention your full name, 
nationality, contact teelphone, 
and how long you have been in 
Yemen.
A Yemeni government body  4
wishes to hire a full time media 
and PR person. Candidates 
must have experience in 
working with the media and 
presenting the authority in 
public. English is favorable. 
Applicants must send their CVs 
and cover letter to yasinsaif@
gmail.com 

Two male Persian kittens for  4
sale. They are grey and white 
and two months old, each at 
100$. Serious buyers only. 
Contact: yteditor@gmail.com

A house for rent in Haddah city,  4
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
large kitchen, large hall. 
737194467
For rent: Fully Furnished Luxury  4
apartment in Hadda City: 3 bed 
rooms, Mafraj, Dining and 
sitting hall + interner and 
battery charger (Generator): 
1500 $ (Negotiable) Contact: 
733416400
Appartment for rent, 4 bed  4
rooms, hall, kitchen, 2 bath 
rooms. Sheraton St, next to the 
US embassy. Jabar 734201785 
734204041

Electricity problems  177, Emergency 
Police 199, Fire Brigade 191,Water 
Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, 
Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  
202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, 
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 
262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, 
Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  
Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 
7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030

Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544

Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901

Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451

        
CAR RENTALS

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 

207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671

Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo 
Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 

601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 

01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

Royal Crown Hotel & Suites 
01406661 406681

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500

Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
 

UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

RESTAURANTS
 

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
 417391
My Pie  431999

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433

Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 

370191/2 
                                               Fax  

370193
International Turkish Schools

 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKETS
 

Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-
English-French -German-Russian-Italian- 

Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-
Eriterea-Amharic.                                   

Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 

441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6

           
UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800

Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 

01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research 01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
 01-294579
Ministry of Defence  01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 

01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008

Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER
WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI 
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO 
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO 
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER 
AIRCRAFT. 

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894  
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
             INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

❒	 For Sale       ❒	 Job vacancies
❒	 Buying        ❒	 Job seekers 
❒	 Housing available  ❒	 	 Other
❒	 Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3

Coffee Break
                   

 Sudoku Easy Intermediate Difficult

Sudoku

Chess: Bd2+

 Solutions

White plays and wins in the 3rd move

Coffee Break

 Chess
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read 
English-language newspaper

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

Petrochemical plants, refineries.

Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.

Air purification for industry

Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.

Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
Tel: (967-1) 441638 

Fax: (967-1) 441630 

E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com 

Aden 
Tel: (967-2) 377328 

Fax: (967-2) 377716 

E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye 

Supplies running low
Speaking from Tunisia, the head 
of the ICRC’s Libya delegation, 
Antoine	
�     Grand,	
�     said,	
�     “the	
�     fighting	
�    
is mostly in the south and west of 
Tripoli but the whole city is feeling 
the impact. There is a lack of fuel; 
banks are running low on cash; 
there are regular electricity cuts, 
and also lack of bread.

“Doctors and nurses and other 

public service workers are not able 
to move around or get to work, ei-
ther because it is not safe to do so, 
or because they have no fuel to put 
into their cars… and on top of that a 
number of medical staff have left,” 
he added.

Some of ICRC’s work has been 
taken on by its national staff in 
partnership with members of the 
Libyan Red Crescent, with addi-

tional remote support from IFRC 
and the ICRC. But specialist tasks, 
such as visiting long-term detain-
ees, have been put on hold.

“ICRC has the willingness to go 
back into the country with an in-
ternational team but it all depends 
on the security,” Grand said. “The 
situation is very chaotic and it is 
hard to reach our partners. They 
have	
�    difficulties	
�    in	
�    moving	
�    around.	
�    
Just to maintain contact with our 
own national staff is sometimes 
difficult.”

UN staff withdrawn
The UN Support Mission in Libya 
(UNSMIL) began withdrawing its 
staff from Libya in early July, and 
although it initially said it would 
keep a core team to continue opera-
tions, it announced on July 14 that 
everyone was to leave due to the 
“prevailing security conditions.”

UN agencies have likewise relo-
cated the bulk of their teams to Tu-
nisia, though agencies continued 
to maintain a limited presence in 
Libya through their national staff 
and implementing partners. 

“Despite our limited ability to 
provide immediate assistance, 
UNHCR is working with several 
NGOs and partners, such as the 
International Medical Corps, to 
respond to the needs of refugees, 
asylum seekers, and IDPs, as well 
as potential asylum seekers in de-
tention centers,” Dalia Alachi, a 
UNHCR regional public informa-
tion	
�    officer,	
�    told	
�    IRIN.

Teams had been providing relief 
items and medical support to mi-
grants caught up in boat accidents 
when trying to leave Libya by sea, 
as well as assistance to people dis-
placed from parts of Tripoli hit by 
missiles and rockets in the recent 
fighting,	
�    Alachi	
�    explained.

Ghassan Khalil, special represen-
tative for the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) in Libya, said that while 
his international staff had been re-
moved from the country, national 
workers remained, and he hoped 
everyone would return soon, when 
the security situation allowed.

“The situation in Libya is wor-
rying and we continue to ask the 
government of Libya to protect ci-
vilians, especially women and chil-
dren, and to ensure children are 
not	
�    part	
�    of	
�     the	
�    armed	
�    conflict,”	
�    he	
�    
said, adding that UNICEF was not 
involved in frontline humanitar-
ian work in Libya but instead sup-
ported education, protection, and 
social capacity-building programs 
in conjunction with government 
ministries.

He added that many staff had 
already planned to be out of the 
country for the post-Ramadan 
Eid-Al Fitr holiday, one of the most 
important dates on the Muslim cal-
endar.

Situation peaked
With so few humanitarian actors 
left in country, the challenge will 
be for those that remain to meet the 
growing needs via remote manage-

ment plans.
Heather Pagano, a spokeswoman 

for MSF on Libya, said despite the 
relocation of MSF’s seven interna-
tional staff from Tripoli to Tunisia 
in July and the suspension of a 
mental health program, the orga-
nization continued to monitor hos-
pitals in Libya in case they needed 
emergency supplies.

Speaking from Tunis, Francois 
de la Roche, Libya country director 
for the IMC, said, “we have great 
communication with our team and 
can coordinate actions from here. 
The security situation in Tripoli, 
because	
�    of	
�    fighting	
�    and	
�    stray	
�    shells,	
�    
does	
�    pose	
�    a	
�    problem	
�    for	
�    keeping	
�    ex-
pats in the country which is a real 
shame because I think we could 
be operating more effectively if we 
were in the country.” 

“Certainly with international 

organizations pulling out, some of 
the	
�    most	
�     exposed	
�     populations	
�     are	
�    
not being reached and supported,” 
Christian Jacob Hansen, head of 
the DRC’s Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) unit and interim 
regional director, told IRIN, not-
ing that even before the latest es-
calation in violence, humanitarian 
structures had been thin on the 
ground with support weighted to-
wards development initiatives in-
stead.

“In the last few years the interna-
tional donors have been keener to 
fund more development-orientated 
support in Libya, and in situations 
like this one in Libya, there is less 
capacity for a rapid humanitarian 
response,” he said.

Republished with permission from 
IRIN.

Libya insecurity forces aid workers to leave
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4


