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Tens of thousands march in Sana’a
against the Houthis

Story by Ali Ibrahim
I Al-Moshki

Photos by Brett Scott
SANA’A, Aug. 25—Tens of thou-
sands of people took to the streets
of Sana’a on Sunday, protesting
against the demands and growing
presence of the Houthis in Sana’a,
and rallying in support of President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi.

Marches started in Sana’a from
Asser Roundabout, west of the capi-
tal, and protesters roared through
the packed streets all the way to Bab
Al-Yemen, the Old City. Along with
a plethora of Yemeni flags, demon-
strators held signs calling for the

expedited implementation of the
outcomes of the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC), and announcing
their rejection of any actions target-
ing the security, unity, and republi-
can regime of the country.

Protesters were shouting slogans
condemning the Houthis’ presence
in Sana’a, their encampments at the
entrances to the city, and what many
see as threats made by the Houthis’
leader, Abdulmalik Al-Houthi.

They recited slogans accusing
the Houthis of besieging Sana’a in
preparation for an incursion of the
city.

The protesters accused the
Houthis of trying to instate a royal

regime, shouting “republican, re-
publican, no royalty or Imamate, no
price-increase, no Houthis, Houthis
are terrorists,” and “Houthis you are
liars, you are befriending Jews.”

Many protesters also announced
their rejection of the government’s
decision to lift the fuel subsides.

There were many independent
youth activists attending the protest;
the majority of protesters appeared
to be roughly split between support-
ing the General People’s Congress
(GPC) and the Islah Party.

A statement made by members
of the organizing committee of the
protest demanded the government
to spread its control nationwide;

disarm militias and armed groups
wherever they are; undertake eco-
nomic reforms to reduce the suffer-
ing of citizens; reinstate social jus-
tice; combat terrorism; and to try
corrupt officials in court.

“We reject all actions by the
Houthis and we reject the besieging
of Sana’a to re-subsidize fuel pric-
es,” said Mohammed Ali Al-Bawda,
a participant of Sunday’s protest.

He confirmed “Al-Houthi is not
the people. When he speaks and
says he is the people, we refuse
that.” Al-Bawda also says that “in
case the Houthis attacked Sana’a,
we will fight them and defend the
capital.”

Political acts, security measures

Some political parties publicly
announced their view on current
events in Yemen. The GPC’s offi-
cial spokesperson, Abdu al-Ganadi,
called on President Hadi to sack the
government and freeze the price in-
crease.

In a press statement issued on
Sunday the Islah Party called for a
stop to escalations, provocations,
and marches in order to allow for
the negotiation process to continue
without any pressures, influences,
or challenges.

The office of the United Nations
Special Advisor to Yemen, Jamal
Benomar, said in a statement that

Benomar is proceeding negotiating
with various entities and political
leaders to find a peaceful solution to
the current tensions in the country.

Benomar is set to brief the UN Se-
curity Council on August 29.

The Ministry of Interior on Sun-
day ordered for all entrances lead-
ing to Sana’a to be closed in order to
prevent the smuggling of arms and
armed men into the capital.

The ministry announced on its
website, “the armed sit-ins that
are besieging the main entrances
leading to Sana’a are causing real
distractions and preventing the ap-
prehension wanted men and suspi-
cious cars.”

Sana’a Tourism Summer
Festival kicks off

Story and photo by
Ali Abulohoom

SANA’A Aug. 25—The seventh
Sana’a Tourism Summer Festival was
inaugurated on Sunday in Al-Sabaeen
Park under the slogan “towards a sta-
ble Yemen and prosperous tourism.”

Over 2,500 individuals and orga-
nizations of different Yemeni gov-
ernorates and Arabic countries are
participating in this year’s week-long
festival, through activities and exhi-
bitions reflecting their respective cul-
tural backgrounds.

According to Mutahar Taqi, the
deputy tourism minister, 9o handi-
crafts associations and non-govern-
mental organizations participate in
the festival, in addition to over 100
tourism-related institutions, includ-
ing hotels, restaurants, and tourist
agencies.

Speaker of Parliament Yahya Al-
Raie and Yemeni Tourism Minister

Qasim Salam were among the at-
tendees at Sunday’s inauguration
ceremony.

Al-Raie announced in his speech,
“this festival will send a strong mes-
sage to our enemies inside and out-
side Yemen, showing that our coun-
try is safe and will stay safe.”

Tourism Minister Salam pro-
claimed that the ministry insisted
on holding Sana’a’s seventh tourism
festival despite the security and eco-
nomic unrest inside the country.

Salam hopes the festival will pro-
mote Yemen’s tourism industry and
offer cultural and entertaining activi-
ties to Yemeni families, balancing the
negative psychological consequences
caused by Yemen’s deteriorating se-
curity, political, and economic situa-
tion.

According to Salam, “this in not
only a summer festival... but it is the
summer of love, safety, and stabil-

ity. ”»

The festival’s cultural activities
include art exhibitions, singing com-
petitions, dancing, and sports activi-
ties.

Many Yemeni business companies
and associations that work in the
field of tourism or deal with cultural
handicrafts have been invited by the
Ministry of Tourism to exhibit and
sell their products.

Yunis Al-Shami, a 45-year-old Ye-
meni, is participating in the festival
for the seventh time. He appreciates
that a large number of visitors are
joining the festival in spite of Sana’a’s
multiple security and economic con-
cerns.

Al-Shami, who sells traditional
handicrafts such as necklaces, ear-
rings, and bracelets, explains that he
doesn’t care how much he earns from
the festival. “All I care about is in-
troducing traditional Yemeni handi-
crafts,” he said.

Continued on page 2

Sports, arts, singing, and dancing offer a much needed respite from Yemen’s deteriorating security,

political, and economic situation.

Fighting continues in Al-Jawf, casualties mounting

H Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Aug. 25—Tribesmen in
Al-Jawf governorate attacked Houthi
posts in Al-Ghail district on Sunday
night and Monday morning, leaving
two tribesmen killed and six others
injured, according to Saleh Al-Raw-
sa, the leader of the popular commit-
tees in Al-Jawf.

Al-Rawsa told the Yemen Times
that the popular committees took
over Houthi posts and killed several
Houthis, adding that the number
of Houthi casualties is unknown as
Houthi members took the bodies.

Mohammed Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
ber of the Houthis’ Political Office,
confirmed to the Yemen Times that
tribesmen launched an attack on
Monday morning in Al-Ghail but he
says they failed to gain control over
posts that were attacked.

According to Al-Bukhaiti no
Houthi militants were killed in the
attack.

The attack on Monday morning

came amidst ongoing clashes that
renewed on Friday, following the
withdrawal of the presidential com-
mittee from Al-Ghail district, leaving
two tribesmen killed and ten injured,
according to Al-Rawsa.

Al-Bukhaiti said he has no infor-
mation regarding Houthi casualties
from the clashes on Friday.

“The Houthis are using the weap-
onry they looted from military camps
in Amran, including tanks, military
vehicles, and heavy weapons,” said
Al-Rawsa.

These allegations are refuted by
Al-Bukhaiti, who denied that tanks
are being used by the Houthis.

“We use light weapons, but the
tribesmen and Islah Party members
use tanks and weapons from the
115th Infantry Brigade in Al-Jawf,”
he claimed.

The clashes in Al-Ghail renewed
after the presidential committee,
tasked to broker a ceasefire in Al-
Jawf, left the governorate on Friday.

The agreement it had brokered on

August 19 required all fighters in Al-
Jawf who came from other governor-
ates to return to the areas they came
from and demanded for brigades and
battalions to maintain security in Al-
Jawf.

Mabkhout Mohammed, a journal-
ist based in Al-Jawf, confirms that
clashes renewed between the two
warring parties on Friday and that
the presidential committee left Al-
Jawf without putting an end to the
fighting.

Yahya Al-Thulaia, a senior free-
lance journalist who covered the
fighting between the Houthis and
opposing tribesmen in Amran gover-
norate, emphasizes the uselessness
of presidential committees sent to
broker ceasefire agreements between
the two warring parties.

“These committees are only es-
tablished to calm the situation, not
to reach a final resolution. The con-
flicting parties use these committees
to reorganize themselves in order to
then start fighting again,” he asserts.

Clashes in Al-Jawf have been on-
going since late June. Several fami-
lies have left their homes due to the
fighting.

Increasing number of internal-
ly displaced persons in Al-Jawf
The United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs reported on August 14 that 650
families (about 4,550 people) have
been displaced because of the clash-
es in Al-Jawf.

Mohammed estimates that the
number of displaced families in Al-
Jawf has reached 700.

Mohammed Nasser, the head of
a displaced ten-member family in
Al-Jawf, said that he left his house
in Al-Ghail district in late June due
to ongoing clashes and moved to Al-
Rawd district.

“We moved from one area to an-
other until we reached Al-Rawd dis-
trict. I'm currently living with my
family in an old house owned by a
relative of mine,” he added.
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Southern Movement watchful of Sana’a’s developments

H Ali Saeed

SANA'A, Aug. 25—The Southern
Movement (Hirak) is closely watch-
ing recent developments in the capital
Sana’a after members of the Houthis
set up protest camps nearby three
ministries in the city and growing
numbers of their militants are gath-
ering at camps at the city’s main en-
trances.

The Southern Movement is a popu-
lar movement in south Yemen that
appeared in 2007 and calls for the
independence of the former South Ye-
men from the north.

Egypt-based journalist and South-
ern Movement supporter, Khaled Al-
Kuthairy reported from Cairo that on
Friday the prominent leader of the
Southern Movement, Hassan Baom,
met the exiled southern leader Haid-
er Al-Attas. The latter used to be the
prime minister of the national unity
government that followed the unifica-
tion of the South and the North of Ye-
men in 1990.

Al-Kuthairy said that Al-Attas and
Baom discussed new developments
related to the southern issue.

The Southern governorates, which

include Aden, Lahj, Al-Dhale, Shab-
wa, Hadramout, Al-Mahra, and
Abyan, saw no protests either for or
against the Houthis, unlike northern
governorates.

The Houthis took control of Amran
governorate, 50km north of Sana'a,
on July 8 and residents of Sana’a fear
that the Houthis will take over the
capital next. The Houthis' leader Ab-
dulmalik Al-Houthi denied his inten-
tion to occupy Sana’a last Friday.

“We are watching carefully and
waiting to see how the situation will
go,” said Abdu Al-Ma'atari, spokes-
person of the Southern Movement
and resident of Al-Dhale.

He said the Southern Movement
does not care about who will win in
the north “because our cause is to
have our independence.”

Mohamed Al-Sharafi, a political ac-
tivist from Hadramout who supports
the independence of South Yemen,
said in a conversation with the Yemen
Times that if the people in the south
were to side with any rivals of Sana'a,
this would spark sectarian conflict.

“We have Ansar Al-Sharia [Al-Qae-
da in the Arabian Peninsula] support-
ers here and other Salafis and stand-

ing for any certain party will plunge
us into sectarian conflict,” said Al-
Sharafi.

The government has been engaged
in sporadic fighting with suspected
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP) militants in Hadramout since
August 4. AQAP executed 14 soldiers
on August 9, accusing them and other
soldiers of being pro-Houthi.

Religion plays a significant role in
influencing people’s attitudes and
stances towards developments in Ye-
men. The Aden Al-Ghad, a pro-South-
ern Movement newspaper in Aden,
reported on Sunday that pro-inde-
pendence preachers in Aden called
on people during the Friday sermons
“to reinstall their state by force if the
Houthis took control of the capital
Sana’a.”

Al-Ma'atari said it is not time to say
what the Southern Movement will do
if the Houthis were to take control of
Sana'a, saying only that “when this
happens, we will decide what to do.”

The former President Ali Abdullah
Saleh, who was ousted in a popular
uprising in 2011, and the Islah Party,
often considered Yemen’s branch of
the Muslim Brotherhood, dominated

the government after they defeated
the former ruling party of South Ye-
men, the Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP)
during the 1994 civil war. YSP lead-
ers attempted to separate the former
South Yemen, yet had to ultimately
flee the country.

Both Saleh's party, the General Peo-
ple’s Congress (GPC), and the Islah
Party are still in control of the govern-
ment and the Houthis are calling for
its removal.

“Toppling the government and can-
celing the fuel price increase are legal
demands for all Yemenis [in the south
and the north] because this govern-
ment failed to react to the southern
cause,” said Al-Sharafi.

He explained that if the interim
president Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi
sacked the current government and
replaced it with a “technocratic gov-
ernment,” he would be able to stabi-
lize the country and improve public
services for citizens nationwide.

“If this happened, the Southern
Movement will lose 30 percent of
its popularity in the south because
people are only looking for security,
good service, and stability,” said Al-
Sharafi.

Houthis expand their presence in the capital

H Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A Aug. 24—As a sign of their
growing frustration with the govern-
ment and unmet demands, Houthi
supporters have set up dozens of
tents inside Al-Thawra amusement
park in Al-Jeraf area north of Sana’a
on Friday.

Thousands of Houthi loyalists
filled the streets on Friday, along the
Airport Road, demanding the gov-
ernment’s resignation, a reversal of
its decision to raise fuel prices, and
the implementation of the National
Dialogue Conference (NDC) out-
comes.

Several government offices and
ministries are located in Al-Jeraf

area where Houthis have spread
their encampments, including the
ministries of interior, electricity, and
telecommunication. “The group has
erected new tents in Al-Thawra park.
This is the beginning of the revolu-
tionary phase which began on Friday
and was announced by the group’s
leader, Abdumalik Al-Houthi,” said
Hizam Al-Assad, a member of the
Houthis’ political office.

Saad Bin Ageel, a Sunni Mufti from
Taiz governorate, presented Friday’s
sermon to the Houthi masses in an
attempt to show Sunni support for
the Shia Houthi group.

A Mufti is an Islamic scholar who
is consulted for religious rulings and
judgments. The idea underlying Bin

Aqeel’s sermon was to emphasize that
all religious sects in Yemen are pres-
ent in the sit-ins which the Houthis
began on Monday in the vicinity of
the residence of Sheikh Abdullah Bin
Hussein Al-Ahmar’s sons.

Since Hussein Al-Ahmar’s sons
witnessed feuds with the Houthis
in the past, the current sit-in could
create tension in the area, according
to Nabeel Al-Sharjabi, a professor of
political science at Sana’a University.

Houthis have previously engaged
in fighting with tribesmen, including
Al-Ahmar’s sons, in different areas
in Amran governorate, located 50 ki-
lometers north of Sana’a. On July 8
Houthis took control over Amran.

Bin Ageel requested his audience to

Al-Mekhlafi: Houthis stalling, no agreement reached

H Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Aug. 25—Abdulmalik
Al-Mekhlafi, the official spokesper-
son for the presidential commit-
tee tasked to reach an agreement
between the government and the
Houthis, revealed in an interview
with Al-Jazeera channel on Sunday
evening that Houthi leaders in-
tentionally delayed their response
to the suggestions offered by the
committee and that further meet-
ings planned for Monday were can-
celed.

A meeting between the presiden-
tial committee and the Houthis,
which began on Thursday in Sa’ada
to reach an agreement between the
Houthis and the Yemeni govern-
ment, was abruptly ended on Sun-
day.

In a recent development, Al-
Mekhlafi told Al-Jazeera that the
committee refused to meet the
Houthis on Monday in reaction to
the Houthis’ continuous delay in
responding to the committee’s sug-
gestions.

Al-Mekhlafi  considered the
Houthis’ postponement as a strat-
egy to buy more time and allow for
more Houthi supporters to usurp
Sana'a. Commenting on the failure
of earlier talks, Al-Mekhlafi was
quoted by Al-Jazeera as saying, “we
have presented the Houthis with
several written solutions,” which
include agreeing on a new unity
government.

“We agreed on implementing
the National Dialogue Conference
(NDC) outcomes in accordance

with an agreed-upon timed mecha-
nism from all parties, and we have
also agreed on making major un-
precedented economic reforms,”
he said.

At the beginning of its meeting,
the presidential committee had
requested the Houthis to submit
an official letter listing all of the
group’s demands.

The Yemen Times learnt that
instead of being delivered to the
presidential committee on Thurs-
day the letter was directly handed
over by the Houthis to President
Hadi on Monday.

“The letter was supposed to be
delivered by the committee but
they rushed leaving. Some of the
committee members released un-
fair statements saying the com-
mittee failed, and that it inten-
tionally ignored the letter,” said
Ali Al-Bukhaiti, a member of the
Houthis’ political office.

Al-Bukhaiti considered the letter
sent by the Houthis’ leader, Abdul-
malik Al-Houthi, to be inclusive of
the leader’s vision.

“The letter they handed over to
President Hadi demanded that fuel
subsidy removal must be reviewed,
corruption has to be controlled,
and government jobs must be allo-
cated on the basis of competency,”
Al-Bukhaiti said.

Al-Bukhaiti alluded that those
who are quick to declare the com-
mittee's failure should wait for the
president’s reaction to Al-Houthi’s
letter.

The presidential committee and
Al-Houthi failed to reach an agree-

ment after three days of talks. The
committee filed its report to the
president who received committee
members in the presidential com-
pound in Sana'a.

According to the state-run Saba
News Agency, the committee's
members have expressed frustra-
tion after the talks and discussions
that took place with Al-Houthi, de-
scribing the preliminary report to
be disappointing.

After failing to reach a recon-
ciliation, Al-Mekhlafi told Agence
France Press (AFP), “Houthis ap-
pear to be here for war, they have
rejected all the proposals they have
been given.”

When the Yemen Times contact-
ed the Houthi’s office, Muhammed
Abdulsalam, the Houthis’ official
spokesperson, referred to his per-
sonal Facebook account.

Abdulsalam stated online that
“the committee had proposed we
betray the people and take deals
and avoid discussions on price
hikes. We told them we are part
of the people and we want a com-
petent government not controlled
by powerful figures, a government
that represents a national partner-
ship according to the NDC's out-
comes.”

He also accused members of the
presidential committee of rejecting
the numerous alternatives and solu-
tions put forth by the Houthis. Ab-
dulsalam called the alleged Houthi
requests for a number of ministries
as completely baseless, arguing that
the Houthis do not aim to be part of
any coming government.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sana’a Tourism Summer Festi-
val kicks off

The lifestyle of some Yemeni gover-
norates, such as Marib and Shabwa,
whose inhabitants are clinging on to
their traditions, are also exhibited at
the festival.

Visitors learn about Yemen’s vari-
ous styles in architecture, cooking, and
dressing.

Taking a break from dancing to the
traditional music of his governorate,
25-year-old Mohammed Saeed from
Shabwa says he is proud to introduce

his culture “in a very modern and
peaceful way.”

Jehad Othman, who heads a tra-
ditional Syrian music band, said “our
participation comes while Yemeni and
Syrian people are still suffering from
the consequences of the 2011 uprising.
We aim to show solidarity with Yeme-
ni people and prove that we face the
same destiny which means we should
support each other to get through this
crisis.”

Sana’a Tourism Summer Festival
was first inaugurated in 2008 with the

aim of promoting tourism in Yemen and
introducing Yemenis and tourists alike
to traditional handicrafts and Yemeni
culture.

For the first time representatives of
other Arabic countries are participating
in the festival this year.

While the Sana’a Tourism Summer
Festival used to last about a month, its
duration this year has been shortened
to only week as it coincides with the
beginning of school. The festival was
supposed to be held in early August but
has been delayed for security reasons.

erect tents near the ministries and
to peacefully exert pressure on the
government to meet the people’s de-
mands.

“All sit-ins inside Sana’a will be
peaceful, we will not use guns. Sana’a
is not an ordinary governorate, it is
the capital and it deserves respect,”
assured Al-Assad.

Since Monday armed Houthi sup-
porters have spread their presence
along the entrance of Sana’a in Al-
Subaha area west of the capital,
Hizyaz area, south of the capital, and
in Al-Azzvaqain, north of the capital.
The camps were established to repel
potential attacks from the govern-
ment forces on Houthi demonstra-
tors in the capital.
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Specialized Criminal Court
issues death sentence

SANAA, Aug. 25—The
Specialized Criminal Courtissued
a death sentence on Monday
convicting three suspects for the
murder of Arafat Abdulmoghni,
the deputy head of the Sana’a
Public Works Office, and his
escort Yahia Al-dumaie.

“The court sentenced
Mohammed Al-Sawadi, Maeen
Al-Sheikh, and Mohammed
Hameed to death as they
were convicted of murdering
Abdulmoghni and his escort,”
stated a judicial source on the
Defense Ministry’s website.

The court also issued a two-
year imprisonment verdict on
one of the arrested suspects
and acquitted another person
accused of having been involved
in the murder.

Engineer Abdulmoghni and Al-
Jumaie were killed in Hiziz area
of Sana’a on March 1, 2013.

Two soldiers killed,
eight others wounded in
Hadramout

SANAA, Aug. 25—Two soldiers
were killed and eight others
wounded on Sunday in a bomb
explosion targeted at a military
patrol in Al-Yahira area, between
Seyoun and Shibam districts in
Hadramout.

A source at the 135th Infantry
Brigade spoke to the Yemen
Times on condition of anonymity,
saying, “some Al-Qaeda affiliates
detonated a bomb when the
patrol passed in the area.”

“The soldiers pursued the
militants who kept watching the
explosion and arrested three of
them,” the source added.

The source denied the news
reported by local media about the
arrest of six militants, including
an American and two Ethiopians.

Several clashes have taken
place between the military and
affiliates of Al-Qaeda in the

Arabian Peninsula in mid-August
that have left dozens dead on
both sides.

President Hadi calls for
Houthis to withdraw from
Amran

SANAA, Aug. 25—President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi said
the Houthis gained control over
Amran while the military was
battling affiliates of Al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula in Shabwa
and Abyan, the state-run Saba
News Agency reported. After a
meeting with the ambassadors of
the ten countries that support the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
initiative, on Monday, President
Hadi said “the Houthis must
withdraw from Amran and all
gunmen from other governorates
should leave Amran and submit
all weapons they have taken to
the state.”

The Houthis took over Amran
on July 8, after two-months of
fighting with the 310th Armored
Brigade, which was backed by
armed Sunni tribesmen.

Aden Gulf Coastguard
seizes 650 cartons of
cigarettes

SANAA, Aug. 25—The coast
guard in Aden Gulf confiscated
650 cartoons of smuggled
cigarettes late Sunday evening.

Colonel Saleh Al-Fani, director
of the coast guard’s operations
nationwide, told the Yemen
Times the coast guard seized
two ships carrying 650 cartoons
of cigarettes in Al-Kadaha at the
coast of Gulf of Aden.

Al-Fani said, “the ships came
from Djibouti and one of them
unloaded half of its cargo in the
sea because it was about to
sink.”

“The two ships and cargo are
kept in the Al-Mocha Center of
the coast guard in the Gulf of
Aden to take the needed legal
procedures,” he added.

ISLAMIC HELP (UK) - YEMEN PROGRAM

Notice for Pre-Qualification of

Construction & Engineering Companies

Islamic Help UK (IHUK) is an international NGO with cooperative agreement with Minis-
try of Planning & International Cooperation and working in Yemen since 2012 in the sec-
tors of Water, Sanitation and Hygiene, Emergency response with food, non-food items
and basic health services. IHUK is inviting contractors and engineering firms of good
reputation and experience of working with UN and International NGOs in rehabilitation
of water supply projects and water & sanitation services in schools and health centers
to provide their profile and documentation of experience for registering as pre-qualified
firms which will be invited to submit tenders, bids and quotations.

Interested firms should write an email: Email: yemen®@islamichelp.org.uk
The last date to submit full documentation is Sunday 31st August, 2014 05:00PM.

Operations Manager.
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The popular
committees of Abyan

Nearly four years after being formed, the committees continue to
fulfill a range of duties in place of the government

B Nasser Al-Sakkaf

n the wake of increasing at-
tacks on military forces and
government  headquarters
by Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP) in 2011,
popular committees mobilized in
governorates like Shabwa and Abyan
to end AQAP’s predominance there.

In fact, it was with the help of
popular committees that the military
could expel AQAP from the gover-
norates in 2012.

While the emergence and contin-
ued existence of popular committees
is widely known, little has been said
about their build up and working
mechanisms.

In Abyan, as in other governor-
ates, the exact number of popular
committees is difficult to determine.
They are usually responsible for en-
suring security in designated areas,
ranging from only a few villages to
vast areas of land. Although popular
committees are often headed by trib-
al leaders they are not equivalent to
tribes, as they often cut across tribal
divides and have non-tribal volun-
teer members.

In general, the structure of popu-
lar committees is very local. In Aby-
an each district has its own popular
committee. Each district committee
commands over a number of sub-
committees.

In Abyan’s Zinjibar district alone
approximately ten sub-commit-
tees exist with about one thousand
members, according to Hussein Al-
Wohaishi, one of the leaders of the
Zinjibar district committee. Overall,
popular committees in Abyan com-
prise about 6,000 members.

The chain of command between
Abyan’s numerous popular commit-
tees is of a hierarchical nature. Ac-
cordingly, decisions as important as
adding new members, while made by
each committee’s commander, need
to be approved by the head of popu-
lar committees in Abyan, Abdulateef
Al-Sayed.

Sub-committees report to the dis-
trict committees, which again report
to Al-Sayed, explains his spokes-
person Ali Aeeda. Al-Sayed, in turn,
communicates with the Ministry of
Defense.

Meetings among the leaders of the
district committee in Zinjibar take
place whenever there is an attack in a
specific area or if important investi-
gative information has been reported
by one of the committee’s members,
according to Al-Wohaishi.

Popular committees as a quasi-
police force

The most prominent task of popular
committees is the provision of secu-
rity services: fighting crime, arrest-
ing suspected criminals, and secur-
ing and monitoring roads.

Committee members are divided
into specialized teams that all have
different functions.

The security team is responsible
for capturing suspects. In areas like
Al-Mahfad, where official security
institutions are largely absent, they
also solve problems between civil-
ians, acting as a quasi-police force.

The observation team is tasked
with setting up checkpoints and
observing roads, recording AQAP
movement, and providing the securi-
ty teams with information on AQAP
suspects.

Over the past three months, Aeeda
says he has received several orders
by the government to set up new
checkpoints at Abyan’s borders.

“We established new checkpoints
in the last three months and were
able to arrest many suspects who we
suspected were AQAP affiliates,” he
said.

Aeeda explains that upon the ar-
rest of suspected AQAP members,
popular committees interrogate
them and, depending on whether or
not they are found guilty, forward
them to the nearest security depart-
ment in the governorate.

“When we arrested four armed
men in suspicious cars four months

Without sufficient support and oversight from the government, popular committees in Abyan, which act
as quasi-police forces, often go unchecked.

ago, we took them to our prison in
a house in Zinjibar. We asked them
about their work in Abyan and where
they are from. We found out that one
of them was Saudi and that the others
weren’t from Abyan, so we suspected
them to be Al-Qaeda and took them
to Abyan security,” Aeeda said.

Alkhader Haidan, a member of
one of the popular committees in
Lawdar district in Abyan, adds “we
are working all year, but when there
is an increase in AQAP activities we
have to respond to it and be on alert
all day, and this is what is happening
nowadays.”

While some committee members
might by motivated by a genuine
sense of responsibility, others, like
Haidan, are at least partially driven
by monetary incentives.

Haidan used to work as a farmer
but the 2011 war destroyed his farm,
leading him to join the popular com-
mittee in his area to get money and
protect his governorate from AQAP.

Popular committees and lack-
ing state control

The relationship between the popu-
lar committees and the Defense
Ministry is tense. In February, the
popular committees demanded the
government and the military to offi-
cially conscript and train their mem-
bers and to supply them with ad-
equate weapons to confront AQAP
militants.

Until today, their demands re-
main unfulfilled.

In addition to lacking supplies, it
is the delay in salary payments that
constitutes persistent complaints
among popular committee mem-
bers.

According to Aeeda, the De-
fense Ministry pays each commit-
tee member in Abyan a salary of
YR30,000 ($140).

Yet, members like Hussam Al-
Dalee, who joined a popular com-
mittee in Zinjibar city in 2011, say
they do not receive their full salary.
While Al-Dalee used to be paid the
full YR30,000 in 2011 and 2012,
the amount he has been getting
lately is only YR23,000 ($106).

According to Al-Wohaishi, such
salary cuts are caused by the dis-
trict committee’s decision in 2012
to gradually increase the number
of popular committee members by
2000, without the ministry's ap-
proval.

In light of sparse government
presence, maintaining peace in the
district necessitated the increase
in the number of committee mem-
bers, explains Al-Wohaishi.

“There are almost 2000 [new]
members in the committees who
have not been given their salaries
from the Ministry of Defense. We
deduct a part of the salary of each
registered committee member to
give to those who have not been ap-
proved by the Ministry of Defense,”
he adds.

Although the governorate needed

additional security services, he says,
no members were added to the com-
mittees since the end of 2012.

Al-Wohaishi explains that in re-
cruiting “we focused on the poorest
families in the governorate and in-
cluded their members to the popular
committees because of their financial
status.”

Jamal Al-Geez, the head of the
security department in the Defense
Ministry, explains that popular com-
mittees were free to decide their
membership and their payment, but
that the government does not sup-
port any additional members, in-
stead relying on its military.

Al-Geez distances the Yemeni gov-
ernment even further from popular
committees by emphasizing that
none of their members, even regis-
tered and paid ones, count as official
government employees.

While Aeeda says that an agree-
ment exists between the Defense
Ministry and the head of the popu-
lar committees in Abyan, laying out
ground rules, such as payment and
tasks, the terms of the agreement are
not accessible to the public.

Al-Geez confirms that the right to
review the agreement between the
popular committees and the Minis-
try of Defense is exclusive to the two
contracting parties. He hinted that it

included the number of the popular
committee members and the range

of authority they have.
Not only is the public left in the
dark concerning the regulative

framework within which popular
committees are operating, but mem-
bers themselves do not seem to have
a clear understanding of it.

They simply follow the commands
of their leaders and it is almost im-
possible for leading figures on the
district and governorate level to con-
trol whether or not they are doing
their work, according to Aeeda.

The only specific rule mentioned
by Aeeda is that popular committees
can only use violence in self-defense.
“Our work is to defend the people
when there is an attack, these di-
rections were given to us since 2011
from our leader,” he says.

Without sufficient support and
oversight from the government, how-
ever, popular committees remain
pretty much unchecked and abuses
of power go unpunished.

In 2013 Al-Masdar Online report-
ed that members of popular commit-
tees in Abyan used excessive force
and executed individuals outside
the framework of the law, especially
those who were suspected of being
involved in attacks by AQAP against
the popular committees.

Popular Committees and AQAP
There have been allegations that
some popular committee members
in Abyan were working with AQAP.
Knowing both the territory they op-
erate in as well as a familiarity with
AQAP makes them ideal fighters in
the eyes of the Defense Ministry, ac-
cording to Haidan.

Abdulateef Al-Sayed, the head of
the popular committees in Abyan, is
alleged to have once been a member
of AQAP. He left the group in 2011 to
join the popular committees, Haidan
says.

According to him, Al-Sayed re-
jected AQAP when he learned that
their aim is to fight the government
with the goal of building their own
emirate—a goal that he deemed to be
unrealistic.

Aeeda and several local newspa-
pers confirmed that Al-Sayed used
to be a member of AQAP.

Haidan is not the only one raising
problematic links between AQAP
and popular committees. Mohsen
Khosroof, a retired colonel who used
to work with the Defense Ministry,
claims that AQAP members are in-
filtrating popular committees. In his
eyes, this problem is caused by the
fact that tribal leaders, who at times
are working with AQAP, are respon-
sible for choosing the committees’
members.

“The unemployed youth should be
members of these committees, this
would solve the problem of young
men joining AQAP,” Khosroof as-
serts.

Links between AQAP and popular
committee members reflect how in-
terwoven AQAP members and locals
are in Abyan. In fact, AQAP’s inte-
gration into local social networks
contributes to the ongoing impor-
tance of popular committees.

“After the 2011 war in Abyan peo-
ple became afraid of the military’s
presence in the area, thinking that
it will create tension with the armed
groups [suspected AQAP],” says Al-
Wohaishi.

He explained that after military
offensives against AQAP in the re-
gion in 2011, many residents came to
oppose the army. A number of those
who were viewed as AQAP members
by the military were seen as friends,
neighbors, or relatives by locals.

Al-Geez from the Defense Minis-
try confirms Al-Wohaishi’s assess-
ment, arguing that popular commit-
tees were of particular importance
in areas where citizens rejected the
army.

Shaker Al-Ghadier, a soldier from
the 111th Infantry Brigade in Abyan
agrees, explaining that many resi-
dents in Abyan feel sympathy with
AQAP members.
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Yemenis seek energy and transport alternatives
Creative ways of mitigating rising fuel costs

H Bassam Al-Khameri

th the difficult
economic  situa-
tion plaguing Ye-
men, including a
debt of more than
six billion dollars, Yemenis are try-
ing to find transport and energy al-
ternatives in order to save money.

On June 30 the government sub-
stantially cut fuel subsidies on gas
and diesel, calling it a necessary
measure to correct imbalances in
the state treasury and provide funds
for vital development projects.

Accordingly, prices of gas and die-
sel increased from YR2,500 ($11.6)
and YR2,000 ($9.3) per 20 liters,
respectively, to YR4,000 ($18.6).

However, the government main-
tained the subsidy on propane,
which is currently sold at YR1,500
($7) per 20 liters.

This price difference led several
car owners to change their cars’ fuel
system from gas to propane.

Bashir Sharaf Mohammed, a
taxi-driver in Sana'a, explains, “the
price of gas was good in the past but
now I can't afford paying YR4,000
($18.6) per day for 20 liters. So, I
changed the fuel system to propane
gas which is cheaper.”

Mohammed adds “I save YR2,500
($11.6) per day and this means I can
collect the YR50,000 ($233) I paid
to change the fuel system of my car
within only 20 days.”

Abdulaziz Saleh Nasser, a 40-
year-old resident of Sana’a who
owns a Toyota car, said that he de-
cided to change his car’s fuel system
because as a six cylinder vehicle it
consumes a lot of gas.

Once he arrived at the Petroleum
Gas Technology Company in Sana'a,
Nasser realized he had to wait for
about a month for his requested

Photo by Majed Al-Fageeh

In reaction to fuel subsidy cuts and increased transportation costs an increasing

number of young Yemeni men use bicycles.

changes to be implemented, “be-
cause many people want to change
the fuel systems of their cars.”

Alternative energy

The fuel price hike has also had a
significant impact on residents who
use gas and diesel-operated genera-
tors in an attempt to deal with the
constant power cuts.

Ahmed Taha Noman, a 40-year-
old resident in Sana'a, says that
he stopped using his gas-operated
generator at home after the govern-
ment lifted the fuel subsidies.

“T used to consume about 10 liters
of gas per day for YR1,250 ($5.8)
but I can't afford paying YR2,000
($9.3). Now I'm using solar panels
to generate power,” says Noman.

According to him, although solar
panels are expensive, he is saving
about YR2,000 ($9.3) per day—

not to mention he does not have to
listen to the sound of the generator
anymore.

Emad Al-Saqqaf, the director of
Sehab Tech for Green Technology,
a Yemeni company that supplies
and installs solar energy systems,
says the demand for solar panels
has increased markedly following
the recent fuel subsidy cuts.

“Only individuals used to install
solar energy systems, but after the
government cut the fuel subsidies,
large companies and institutions
began to install solar systems be-
cause they spend high amounts of
money on gas to generate electric-
ity,” added Al-Saqqaf. The govern-
ment announced on July 9 that it
started studying the exemption of
solar power system inputs from
customs fees. However, Al-Saqqaf
asserted that nothing has happened

yet and that the govern-
ment would need a long
time to reform Yemen’s
customs fees.

“We have to pay more
transportation fees now
to transport the solar
panels and Dbatteries
from harbors in Aden
to Sana'a because of gas
price hikes, so it would
be nice if they were to be
exempted from customs
fees,” said Al-Saqqaf.

Some Yemenis also
resorted to using unin-
terruptible power sup-
ply (UPS) devices, which
provide backup power
when the main source is
shut off, instead of using
gas-operated generators.

Ahmed Al-Anesi, who
works as a finance assis-
tant with a private phar-
maceutical ~ company,
said he bought a UPS
device to generate power at home
during power cuts.

“I bought a UPS device for about
$400(YR85,962) because power
outages last for a long time. It's
better than a generator because I
don't have to pay for gas at $200
(YR42,981) per liter,” added Al-
Anesi.

Alternative transport

Another unforeseen consequence
of rising fuel prices is the increas-
ing use of bicycles in Yemen. Many
young men, who wish to avoid in-
creased transportation fees, be-
gan to rely on the environmentally
friendly two-wheeler.

Abdulnasser Jubari, a student at
Sana’a University’s Media College,
said he bought a bicycle following
the gas price hike.

“Some bus drivers demanded
YR80 ($0.37) per passenger and
some others charged people YR100
(%$0.47), so I bought a bicycle and
started using it to go to differ-
ent places in the capital,” explains
Jubari.

Mutahar Al-Saeedi, an economist

in Sana'a, explains that the fuel
subsidy cuts are not the only reason
that made people resort to using
alternative energy and transport in
an effort to save money. Unemploy-
ment, bad economic policies, and
low wages also contributed to these
choices, he says.
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Pay down 70 percent from last year, Yemeni actors say

Story and photo by
Ali Abulohoom

nlike previous years,

Yemeni actors and

actresses on state-

run TV channels

were asked to go to a
protected compound, called “Tour-
ist City” in Sawan district, east of
Sana’a, to receive their wages for
their acting in drama series which
aired during Ramadan.

Actors and actresses say the
wages were far below what they
had been expecting, and that hav-
ing them head to the compound to
receive their salaries was in an ef-
fort to better manage the expected
backlash. The compound is forti-
fied by security forces, according
to Jalal Al-Badai, a Yemeni actor
who appeared in Droob Shaeka, or
“Barbed Routes,” in addition to two
other series.

Usually, the wages are disbursed
in public place like cafes. However,
this time the location of payment
was changed to minimize the im-
pact of any attempt by the actors to
express their anger publically.

Many state-run and privately-
produced dramas only film during
the season preceding Ramadan,
causing many actors and actresses
to work an intense amount for a
short period of time, and have the
rest of the year off. This custom
was adopted from Egypt. In both
countries, a number of citizens are
able to take the entire month of Ra-
madan off, meaning more TV time.
Even for those working during the
holy month, gathering around the
TV for a Ramadan drama with the
family is tradition.

Abdulaziz Al-Harazi, head of the
Yemeni Actors Union, harshly criti-
cizes the practice of producing se-
ries for only one month of the year,
leaving actors and actresses unem-
ployed for the rest of the year. For
those without second or third jobs,
that means no income for 11 out of
12 months.

While in Egypt dramas and mov-
ies are now year-round, in Yemen
they are still only filmed once a
year. This, combined with the fact
that Egyptian dramas are broad-
cast throughout the Arab world
while Yemeni dramas are largely
produced for Yemeni audiences,
means that actors and actresses in
Egypt are faring better than their
colleagues in Yemen.

Other actors and actresses say
their grievances go far beyond the
dearth of production, but extend
to the treatment they receive from
producers.

Actors complain that unlike pre-
vious years, they were not provided
with contracts before filming began.
Producers said they would sup-
ply them with their contracts after
the first episode, and then after the
second episode, and then the third,
but the contracts never came. Not
having signed any contracts, actors
are unable to take their grievances
to court, despite being paid about
one-tenth of what they were paid
last year.

The wages were an “insult to our
dignity,” Al-Badai exclaimed.

After collecting their wages and
realizing what had happened, Al-
Badai says that “many actors looked
so grieved you would think they had
lost a loved one. Some could barely
walk, overcome with grief and sob-

bing. I was in such shock I had to lie
down on a bench. Some screamed
and refused to accept the wages. It
was all in vain, everyone was forced
by circumstance to accept the mea-
ger wages.”

Sara Jaber, an actress with the
Yemen TV channel, said she repeat-
edly asked producers for a contract
during shooting, and that they kept
brushing her off until the whole se-
ries had been filmed.

Abdularahman Dalaq, the pro-
duction manager at the state-run
Yemen TV channel, calls the actors’
complaints “groundless.” Although
actors have received their contracts
before filming every year, Dalag
claims the actors “never asked” for
the contracts this year.

Dalaq did, however, confirm that
actors and actresses were not pro-
vided contracts. He blamed this on
the Ministry of Finance, who he
said delayed dispersing the funds
this year.

Dalaq admits that the funds were
dispersed two weeks before film-
ing, which would not account for
why the actors and actresses would
not receive their contracts prior to
shooting.

He deemed it unnecessary to in-
form actors about their lower wages
this year, as salaries are usually not
discussed and “telling actors ahead
is useless.”

Dalaq believes actors and actress-
es should take into consideration
that they are working for a state-
run channel, “dedicated to serving
society and improving it through
its commentary on social values.”
He discouraged actors from focus-
ing on “profiting.” Dalaq declined
to divulge his wage, so it is unclear
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Actors and actresses claim the location they were sent to receive their wages was changed to a guarded
compound in an effort to dissuade any backlash against the unexpectedly low pay.

whether, as a state employee, he is
also sacrificing “profit” for the “im-
provement” of society.

“Every year we are the victims
of the producers’ greed, but this
year the situation reached the pin-
nacle of injustice when we received
what amounts to one-tenth of our
salaries compared to last year,” Al-
Badai said.

The actual amount was between
20 and 30 percent of last year’s
salaries, according to the numbers
given to the Yemen Times by Al-
Badai. Dalaq declined to reveal the
amount paid out to actors this year,
saying the information was private.

According to Al-Badai and Jaber,
the wages they received were deter-
mined based on the role the actor
or actress played in the series, with
three ranking positions: starring
roles, second support, and third
support.

Last year, those acting in starring
roles were paid YR30,000 (about
$150) per episode. Those acting in

secondary supporting roles were
paid YR25,000 (about $120) per
episode, and those in third sup-
porting roles were paid YR20,000
(about $100) per episode.

Al-Badai told the Yemen Times
that starring actors and actresses
received only YR6,000 ($30) for
each episode, the secondary roles
got paid YR5,000 ($25) whilst the
third role received YR4,000 ($20).
Dalaq declined to comment on
these figures.

Al-Badai and the rest of the series
staff protested the pay, but with-
out contracts, they had nothing to
stand on and were forced to accept
the rates.

“What choice did we have? Es-
pecially so close to the Eid holiday,
when our children were expecting
new clothes,” Al-Badai asked.

Ahmed Yahya, a 60-year-old ac-
tor, explains, “you can imagine my
shock when I received YR60,000
($280) for my work. I need at least
YR300,000 ($1,400) to get my wife

treatment for her blood clot.”

Al-Harazi said he and the union
warned the actors. “I held several
meetings with the actors and ac-
tresses, advising them not to work
without contracts.”

Ahmed Al-Mamari, a Yemeni ac-
tor, refused to act in any govern-
ment-funded series this year.

“T only worked in the private sec-
tor because the rights of actors and
actresses are more secured than in
public sector. We signed the con-
tracts [before starting work] and our
allowances were disbursed through
weekly installments until the end of
the series,” said Al-Mamari.

Al-Mamari, along with several
Yemeni actors and actresses, acted
in “Al-Madina Route,” a series pro-
duced by the private TV channel,
Yaman Shabab.

Al-Badai says he has learned his
lesson. “For me, I learned from this
lesson and I will never participate
in any drama unless I sign a con-
tract ahead.”
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H Ali Saeed

or a long time, the citi-

zens of Yemen have

battled with a lack of

accessible communica-

tions. Last Thursday
saw an unprecedented step for-
ward, with the Internet Society of
Yemen (ISOC Yemen) holding a
meeting on Internet governance in
Sana’a. It was the first time the con-
cept was discussed in Yemen, since
its first presentation at the World
Summit on the Information Society
in 2003.

The mission of ISOC’s Yemeni
branch, which was registered as an
NGO in 2013, "is the same as that of
the global Internet Society (ISOC),
whose goal is to promote an open
development, evolution and benefi-
cial use of the Internet," said Walid
Al-Saqaf, head of ISOC Yemen.

In spite of its young age, ISOC
Yemen has actively participated
in global events organized by the
Internet Corporation for Assigned
Names and Numbers (ICANN), the
Réseaux IP Européens (RIPE), and
the Internet Governance Forum
(IGF). Its members have won sev-
eral grants and fellowships, allow-
ing them to attend global training
events and launch various projects,
including a series of e-commerce
workshops, according to Al-Saqaf.

Membership of ISOC Yemen
spans across a variety of demo-
graphics and locations, including
women and representatives from
several Yemeni governorates.

"While we focus on Yemen... we
also aim at contributing to the In-
ternet's open development and
beneficial use on the global level,"
Al-Saqaf explained.

"[ISOC Yemen] can bring do-
mestic stakeholders and interna-
tional actors together to discuss
and brainstorm in order to identify
problems and come up with solu-
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Introducing Internet
governance to Yemen

Ahmed Ubaid Bin Daghr, minister of telecommunications and infor-
mation technology, in a meeting with the Internet Society-Yemen
and a delegation from ICANN and RIPE.

tions. Thereafter, the society can
help monitor and evaluate progress
in implementing those solutions,"
he said.

On Thursday, ISOC Yemen
brought Internet stakeholders to-
gether to educate them about In-
ternet governance in an attempt to
develop solutions and standards for
more efficient, open, and fair Inter-
net usage in the country.

Internet governance is a broad
term that was defined in 2005 at
an international UN meeting as
“the development and application
by governments, the private sector,
and civil society, in their respective
roles, of shared principles, norms,
rules, decision-making procedures,
and programs that shape the evolu-
tion and use of the Internet.”

Expanding Internet services
throughout the country constituted
one of the key issues raised during
the meeting of ISOC Yemen. A large
part of Yemen’s population lives in
rural areas that continue to lack in-
ternet access.

"The Internet service and access
is extremely poor even when com-

pared to countries that are unstable
like Syria and Somalia," said Al-
Saqaf.

"The telecommunication infra-
structure that the Internet relies on
and the Internet installations and
services need massive and drastic
improvements on multiple levels...
this can't happen unless a multi-
stakeholder approach is adopted
and the monopoly of the Internet
sector is put to an end," added Al-
Saqaf.

Sadeq Muslih, the general man-
ager of the state-run Public Tele-
communications Corporation
(PTC), which is the only Internet
provider in Yemen, announced in a
speech held during the meeting on
Thursday that the PTC works to en-
gage both the government and the
private sector in the provision of
internet, the state-run Saba News
Agency reported.

In addition, the Ministry of Tele-
communication is currently prepar-
ing a document outlining a two-year
transition from Internet Protocol
Version 4 (IPV4) to Internet Proto-
col Version (IPV6). Those changes,

according to Muslih, will increase
Internet capacity and speed in Ye-
men and adapt to latest technologi-
cal advances in the IT sector, with
many new computers using IPV6.

The internet speed provided by
the existing infrastructure in Ye-
men is 32 GB. To increase internet
speed, Yemen and 16 other coun-
tries signed a contract with a Chi-
nese company in February, agree-
ing on the construction of a new
submarine internet line to connect
Asia, Europe and Africa.

Over the next two years, Yemen
aims to connect to this new Inter-
net line in Aden, which links the
country to the submarine cable in
the Arabian Sea.

The new speed of the planned
Internet infrastructure is two tera-
bytes—equivalent to 2048 GB—ac-
cording to Ali Al-Mawri, head of the
Internet Department at the PTC.

In an attempt to increase Internet
access nationwide, the government
established a project last year called
the “one million-landline phones
and ADSL project.”

In implementing that project, the
PTC has so far installed 100,000
new landline phones in areas with
existing landline phone services na-
tionwide, according Al-Mawri.

Another 292,000 new phone
lines will be established in service-
providing areas, he adds.

Breaking the government’s
Internet monopoly

One of the main challenges in
terms of internet service and access
in Yemen is Internet monopoly.

"We can encourage decision
makers to end the monopoly. We
do this by showcasing examples of
other countries, which serve as con-
vincing evidence that using tactics
of the past cannot work in the fu-
ture. We are urging the government
to open up [Internet services] as it
is only then that the country will be
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able to improve the Internet sec-
tor," Al-Saqaf said.

The censorship of online content
used to be very strict under former
President Ali Abdullah Saleh. While
it has decreased dramatically in the
course of Yemen’s political tran-
sition, the possibility and risk of
re-establishing online censorship
remains.

Al-Saqaf believes that "allowing
the establishment of multiple in-
ternet service providers and imple-
menting clear guidelines as to when
and how websites violate the law
will be needed to prevent the return

of online censorship."

"The government already appears
convinced that it has to improve in-
ternet access in remote areas. But
perhaps it needs guidance and help
in understanding how to go about
it," Al-Saqaf explained.

"That's where we need to push for
a change in mindsets on the gov-
ernmental level to abandon the mo-
nopoly and rigid control of the past
and embrace a multi-stakeholder
approach,” he said.

“Only then can we provide robust
and affordable Internet to all citi-
zens across Yemen.”
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Being a Yemeni

Afrah Nasser
Blogger and writer

t takes a lot of effort to pro-
cess the load that comes
with being a Yemeni citi-
zen—whether you are in-
side or outside the country.
You're constantly trying to walk as
a normal person, despite the inner
and external hurdles. The world sees
you in a pre-defined frame and you
even struggle to perceive yourself
in a refined view. Headlines in me-
dia reveal a gloomy side of Yemen,
which has a great extent of truth,
and we are portrayed as a land that
exists outside the planet. That was
an actual suggestion in one of the
American TV series, Supernatural.
Hence, any attempt to attest that we
are more than those portraits be-
comes extremely hard.
Why does Yemen have to endure
all that? I wondered. I thought it
would be interesting to search for

an answer. I typed in simple search
terms into Google (i.e. Why Yemen)
and looked into what the auto-fill
completed. I ended up with these
autocomplete results: “why Yemen
is poor,” “why Yemen is important,”
“why Yemen is not included in GCC,”
and “why Yemen is a failed state.”
Then, I regretted my initial question
because those questions by Google
were not simply arbitrary questions.
They were statements.

Yemen might not be important to
anyone else but it is certainly im-
portant to its nation - at least that is
how I like to think, trying to forget
reading posts in online forum by Ye-
menis inside the country, in which
they, out of despair, offer their pass-
ports for sale. Why bother to belong
to a land where you feel stepped on.
The state doesn't provide you with
the least basic services. Why bother
to cling to a state where half of your
day is wasted on figuring out how
to get electricity and water. Why

bother to hold on to a state that
couldn't protect their own soldiers
from being slaughtered, let alone to
protect the public. On top of all that,
why bother to cling to a state that
deprives you from having any sense
of dignity.

For those who dared to seek dig-
nity outside Yemen, it gets confus-
ing for them—even though they
hear nothing but horrific news about
their homeland, the homesickness
would never cease. Yemenis in the
diaspora share different forms of
hardships like the locals have. They
are considered privileged in the eyes
of the locals and a source of threat in
the eyes of the host land. The Yeme-
ni living abroad struggles in dealing
with the humiliation of working as
a legal or illegal guest worker while
being far away from their own fam-
ily inside Yemen, or the humilia-
tion of knocking on asylum offices’
doors. If you are in a better off situ-
ation, then you belong to the excep-

tion. You will be given a life that you
know that you were not supposed
to have—simple details, like; hav-
ing electricity and running water
24/7 can be unbelievably blissful
yet shocking reality. The most bit-
ter part is receiving questions from
people inside Yemen about how to
seek asylum in where you live.
Speaking of humiliation, do you
know that some of the detainees
in the world’s notorious prison,
Guantanamo, are Yemenis? Out of
the current 149 Guantanamo de-
tainees, dozens of Yemenis are still
kept there even though they were
approved for release. The horrifying
stories about the conditions of these
Yemeni detainees speak for them-
selves. Around three Yemeni detain-
ees have committed suicide in their
solitary confinement at Guantana-
mo since 2006. The most daunting
words that came from our Yemeni
fellows at Guantanamo were made
by Samir Mogbel. In April 2013, the

New York Times published a letter
he wrote, “Gitmo is killing me.” “T've
been detained at Guantanamo for 11
years and three months. I have never
been charged with any crime. I have
never received a trial,” he wrote.
“When I was at home in Yemen, in
2000, a childhood friend told me
that in Afghanistan I could do bet-
ter than the $50 a month I earned
in a factory, and support my family.
I'd never really traveled, and knew
nothing about Afghanistan, but I
gave it a try.” It's dismaying, how
Moqbel's life would have looked like
if he was not born into a poor family
that represents the majority in Ye-
men!

Even in the less severe cases, you
might have awkward experiences
justbecause you're related to Yemen.
A Yemeni man, Khaled Soufyan was
stuck for two days at Abu Dhabi's
airport a couple months ago just be-
cause he was a Yemeni citizen. He
found himself in a stalemate as he

missed his next flight and it was ille-
gal for him to enter the city without
a visa. Another Yemeni-born man,
Osama Saleh was awkwardly able
to turn his misfortune into fortune.
After being punched and bullied
by a co-worker who had repeatedly
called him “Bin Laden” and “terror-
ist,” Saleh was finally awarded $4.7
million by a federal jury, earlier this
year. And it goes without saying,
Yemeni citizens and even foreign-
ers who work in Yemen frequently
experience special interrogations at
airports.

I think it's useful to reflect on the
question, what does it mean to be a
Yemeni citizen?

Each detail of that meaning shape
our collective Yemeni conscious-
ness. We experience the world in a
special way just because we belong
to Yemen. Dismantled from all the
world’s frames imposed on us, only
our fortitude is what keep us go on.

Exposing the great “poverty reduction” lie

The UN claims that its Millennium Development Campaign has reduced poverty globally, an assertion that is far from true.

Jason Hickel
I aljazeera.com

First published Aug. 21

he received wisdom

comes to us from all di-

rections: Poverty rates

are declining and ex-

treme poverty will soon
be eradicated. The World Bank, the
governments of wealthy countries,
and—most importantly—the United
Nations Millennium Campaign all
agree on this narrative. Relax, they
tell us. The world is getting better,
thanks to the spread of free market
capitalism and Western aid. Devel-
opment is working, and soon, one
day in the very near future, poverty
will be no more.

It is a comforting story, but unfor-
tunately it is just not true. Poverty is
not disappearing as quickly as they
say. In fact, according to some mea-
sures, poverty has been getting sig-
nificantly worse. If we are to be se-
rious about eradicating poverty, we
need to cut through the sugarcoating
and face up to some hard facts.

False accounting

The most powerful expression of the
poverty reduction narrative comes
from the UN’s Millennium Cam-
paign. Building on the Millennium
Declaration of 2000, the campaign’s
main goal has been to reduce global
poverty by half by 2015—an objec-
tive that it proudly claims to have
achieved ahead of schedule. But if
we look beyond the celebratory rhet-
oric, it becomes clear that this asser-
tion is deeply misleading.

The world’s governments first
pledged to end extreme poverty dur-
ing the World Food Summit in Rome
in 1996. They committed to reducing
the number of undernourished peo-
ple by half before 2015, which, given
the population at the time, meant
slashing the poverty headcount by
836 million. Many critics claimed
that this goal was inadequate given
that, with the right redistributive
policies, extreme poverty could be
ended much more quickly.

But instead of making the goals

more robust, global leaders surrep-
titiously diluted it. Yale professor
and development watchdog Thomas
Pogge points out that when the Mil-
lennium Declaration was signed, the
goal was rewritten as “Millennium
Developmental Goal 1” (MDG-1) and
was altered to halve the proportion
(as opposed to the absolute number)
of the world’s people living on less
than a dollar a day. By shifting the
focus to income levels and switching
from absolute numbers to propor-
tional ones, the target became much
easier to achieve. Given the rate of
population growth, the new goal was
effectively reduced by 167 million.
And that was just the beginning.
After the UN General Assembly

If we are to be
serious about
eradicating
poverty, we
need to cut
through the
sugarcoating
and face some
hard facts.

adopted MDG-1, the goal was di-
luted two more times. First, they
changed it from halving the propor-
tion of impoverished people in the
world to halving the proportion of
impoverished people in developing
countries, thus taking advantage of
an even faster-growing demographic
denominator. Second, they moved
the baseline of analysis from 2000
back to 1990, thus retroactively in-
cluding all poverty reduction ac-
complished by China throughout the
1990s, due in no part whatsoever to
the Millennium Campaign.

This statistical sleight-of-hand
narrowed the target by a further 324

million. So what started as a goal
to reduce the poverty headcount by
836 million has magically become
only 345 million—less than half the
original number. Having dramati-
cally redefined the goal, the Millen-
nium Campaign can claim that pov-
erty has been halved when in fact it
has not. The triumphalist narrative
hailing the death of poverty rests on
an illusion of deceitful accounting.

Poor numbers

But there’s more. Not only have the
goalposts been moved, the definition
of poverty itself has been massaged
in a way that serves the poverty re-
duction narrative. What is consid-
ered the threshold for poverty—the
“poverty line”—is normally calcu-
lated by each nation for itself, and
is supposed to reflect what an aver-
age human adult needs to subsist. In
1990, Martin Ravallion, an Austra-
lian economist at the World Bank,
noticed that the poverty lines of a
group of the world’s poorest coun-
tries clustered around $1 per day.
On Ravallion’s recommendation,
the World Bank adopted this as the
first-ever International Poverty Line
(IPL).

But the IPL proved to be somewhat
troublesome. Using this threshold,
the World Bank announced in its
2000 annual report that “the abso-
lute number of those living on $1 per
day or less continues to increase. The
worldwide total rose from 1.2 billion
in 1987 to 1.5 billion today and, if
recent trends persist, will reach 1.9
billion by 2015.” This was alarm-
ing news, especially because it sug-
gested that the free-market reforms
imposed by the World Bank and the
IMF on Global South countries dur-
ing the 1980s and 1990s in the name
of “development” were actually mak-
ing things worse.

This amounted to a PR nightmare
for the World Bank. Not long after
the report was released, however,
their story changed dramatically and
they announced the exact opposite
news: While poverty had been in-
creasing steadily for some two cen-
turies, they said, the introduction of

free-market policies had actually re-
duced the number of impoverished
people by 400 million between 1981
and 2001.

This new story was possible be-
cause the Bank shifted the IPL from
the original $1.02 (at 1985 PPP) to
$1.08 (at 1993 PPP), which, given
inflation, was lower in real terms.
With this tiny change—a flick of an
economist’s wrist—the world was
magically getting better, and the
Bank’s PR problem was instantly
averted. This new IPL is the one that
the Millennium Campaign chose to
adopt.

The IPL was changed a second
time in 2008, to $1.25 (at 2005
PPP). And once again the story im-
proved overnight. The $1.08 IPL
made it seem as though the poverty
headcount had been reduced by 316
million people between 1990 and
2005. But the new IPL—even lower
than the last, in real terms—inflated
the number to 437 million, creating
the illusion that an additional 121
million souls had been “saved” from
the jaws of debilitating poverty. Not
surprisingly, the Millennium Cam-
paign adopted the new IPL, which
allowed it to claim yet further chi-
merical gains.

A more honest view of poverty
We need to seriously rethink these
poverty metrics. The dollar-a-day
IPL is based on the national poverty
lines of the 15 poorest countries, but
these lines provide a poor founda-
tion given that many are set by bu-
reaucrats with very little data. More
importantly, they tell us nothing
about what poverty is like in wealth-
ier countries. A 1990 survey in Sri
Lanka found that 35 percent of the
population fell under the national
poverty line. But the World Bank,
using the IPL, reported only four
percent in the same year. In other
words, the IPL makes poverty seem
much less serious than it actually is.
The present IPL theoretically re-
flects what $1.25 could buy in the
United States in 2005. But people
who live in the US know it is impos-
sible to survive on this amount. The

prospect is laughable. In fact, the US
government itself calculated that in
2005 the average person needed at
least $4.50 per day simply to meet
minimum nutritional requirements.
The same story can be told in many
other countries, where a dollar a day
is inadequate for human existence.
In India, for example, children liv-
ing just above the IPL still have a 60
percent chance of being malnour-
ished.

Poverty is
getting worse,
not better,
with nearly
353 million
moe people
impoverished
today than in
1981.

According to Peter Edwards of
Newcastle University, if people are
to achieve normal life expectancy,
they need roughly double the cur-
rent IPL, or a minimum of $2.50 per
day. But adopting this higher stan-
dard would seriously undermine the
poverty reduction narrative. An IPL
of $2.50 shows a poverty headcount
of around 3.1 billion, almost triple
what the World Bank and the Mil-
lennium Campaign would have us
believe. It also shows that poverty is
getting worse, not better, with near-
ly 353 million more people impover-
ished today than in 1981. With China
taken out of the equation, that num-
ber shoots up to 852 million.

Some economists go further and
advocate for an IPL of $5 or even
$10—the upper boundary suggested
by the World Bank. At this standard,
we see that some 5.1 billion people—
nearly 80 percent of the world’s

population—are living in poverty to-
day. And the number is rising.

These more accurate parameters
suggest that the story of global pov-
erty is much worse than the spin
doctored versions we are accus-
tomed to hearing. The $1.25 thresh-
old is absurdly low, but it remains in
favor because it is the only baseline
that shows any progress in the fight
against poverty, and therefore jus-
tifies the present economic order.
Every other line tells the opposite
story. In fact, even the $1.25 line
shows that, without factoring China,
the poverty headcount is worsening,
with 108 million people added to the
ranks of the poor since 1981. All of
this calls the triumphalist narrative
into question.

A call for change

This is a pressing concern; the UN is
currently negotiating the new Sus-
tainable Development Goals that will
replace the Millennium Campaign
in 2015, and they are set to use the
same dishonest poverty metrics as
before. They will leverage the “pov-
erty reduction” story to argue for
business as usual: Stick with the sta-
tus quo and things will keep getting
better. We need to demand more. If
the Sustainable Development Goals
are to have any real value, they need
to begin with a more honest poverty
line—at least $2.50 per day—and
instate rules to preclude the kind of
deceit that the World Bank and the
Millennium Campaign have prac-
ticed to date.

Eradicating poverty in this more
meaningful sense will require more
than just using aid to tinker around
the edges of the problem. It will re-
quire changing the rules of the glob-
al economy to make it fairer for the
world’s majority. Rich country gov-
ernments will resist such changes
with all their might. But epic prob-
lems require courageous solutions,
and, with 2015 fast approaching, the
moment to act is now.

Dr. Jason Hickel lectures at the Lon-
don School of Economics and serves
as an adviser to /The Rules.
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n recent weeks the world’s
attention has fixed on the
plight of the Christians and
Yezidis of northern Iraq as
hundreds of thousands have
fled advancing Islamic militants to
the semi-autonomous Kurdistan.
Yet across the country the same
number again of Iraqis have fled
their homes since January to other
regions, receiving far less attention
and support. While the UN and
NGOs are trying to reach them with
aid, many feel forgotten and com-
plain of preferential treatment.
Following the start of a north-
ward surge in late June by the ji-
hadist group calling themselves the
Islamic State (IS), the international
community has rushed to the sup-
port of Kurdistan.
Semi-autonomous  Kurdistan—
with a population of just over five
million and an existing caseload of
220,000 Syrian refugees—has been
the base of the relief effort. The re-
gion certainly needs support—it

is now hosting what is believed to
be more than 700,000 internally
displaced persons (IDPs), many of
whom endured grueling journeys to
reach safety.

The UN Refugee Agency (UN-
HCR) has mounted what it is call-
ing its “largest single aid push in
a decade,” with a plan to send in
more than 2,000 tons of tents and
other items, and governments from
around the world, who in recent
years had wound down their as-
sistance for Iraq, are also flying in
large quantities of aid and military
equipment.

Yet Kurdistan is not the only part
of Iraq where people require help.
Away from the glare of the inter-
national media being shone on the
tented camps of Yezidis in Dohuk,
another 700,000 people are cur-
rently homeless.

Among them are some 70,000
sheltering in the holy Shia cities of
Karbala and Najaf. They are being
supported mainly by mosques and
local associations, who have made
available accommodation usually
used by religious pilgrims, the Iraqi
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Red Crescent, and the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRQC).

There have also been small con-
tributions from UN agencies, such
as the UN Children’s Fund (UNI-
CEF), who have provided water and
other supplies, but people there told
IRIN their needs were desperate.

Abdul Ghafour Ahmed, a member
of Iraq’s long-persecuted Turko-
man ethnic group, told how he and
his family of nine fled their home
in Tal Afar, west of the city of Mo-
sul, in early June, but were blocked,
he said, from entering the major-
ity Sunni Kurdistan, so he headed
south to Najaf by road.

“After ISIL swept through our vil-
lage, we tried to go to Kurdistan, but
they didn’t receive us for being from
the Shia sect,” the 67-year-old said.
While IRIN was not able to verify
his story, there have been growing
allegations that the Kurdish govern-
ment has turned away some of those
fleeing. “They were receiving only
Kurds and Sunnis. We spent four
days at the main border entrance to
Kurdistan, but got nothing.”

Egyptians tolerating cuts in
subsidies—for now

Mohannad Sabry
I al-monitor.com
First published Aug. 18
n one smoldering July
weekend that also
happened to be dur-
ing the Muslim fast-
ing month of Rama-
dan, Egypt's regime, led by military
strongman Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi,
announced that it was reducing fuel
subsidies. The decision sent waves
of anger through the poor—and
poorer classes of the country—still
suffering through the political and
security turmoil the nation has been
undergoing since the January 2011
revolution.

When the subsidies were reduced,
middle-class workers screamed,
taxi drivers frowned, and memories
of Anwar Sadat's 1977 bread riots
were discussed at tea shops that al-
ready had raised the prices of their
top selling products: tea, coffee, and
water-pipe tobacco. But the next
day, lines at every gas station across
the country seemed as normal as
ever, except for some loud drivers
who also slipped back into fear-
ful silence after noticing that their
screams—unlike those made during
the three-and-a-half years before
Sisi's presidency—had ceased to
echo in the ears of others.

“It's not surprising, the regime
seems to have strategized how to
secure and pass its decision before
it even finalized drafting it,” a state-
owned gas station manager told Al-
Monitor on condition of anonymity.

“Those two gates were manned
by police vehicles and their armed
personnel,” he added, pointing to
the massive entrances of the sta-
tion opening on a main Cairo artery.
“The police convoy arrived a couple
of hours before the decision was put
into effect. The officer told me not
to worry, no one will dare to protest.
And no one did.”

Besides manning gas stations, the
police department deployed for-
mations of riot police around main
arteries, in addition to forces that
have been deployed to other areas
since June 2013, while brand-new
Jeep Wranglers carrying masked
special forces continued to patrol
the capital, Cairo, and main cities
around the clock. But the sudden
and more effective change was the
policing of public transport stations
across the country and mobilizing
military buses at lowered prices to
fight inflation.

“People thought they would pay
100 percent more on transporta-
tion, but the firm policing allowed
an inflation of 25-35 percent at
most, except for a few incidents in
more distant areas. As for private
vehicles, they continue to consume,
but in a different pattern.”

This different consumption pat-
tern was in itself a sign of accep-
tance and coping with whatever the

regime decided. The gas station's re-
cords of July 2014 show a decrease
in consumption of expensive fuel,
but a rise in cheaper kinds.

“The sales of 92 unleaded gasoline
[a private vehicle's optimal option]
dropped from 20,000 liters per day
to 16,000; the difference shifted
to 80 gasoline [the cheaper leaded
gasoline] and natural gas.”

The only cars around the gas sta-
tion during Al-Monitor's interview
were new mid- and top-range vehi-
clesthat costbetween 100,000 Egyp-
tian pounds ($14,500) and 300,000
Egyptian pounds ($43,000). Many
said protesting the government's
decision would be more expensive
than heeding it, while others from
higher economic classes consider
the inflation to be normal, which is
exactly the case for them: The sub-
sidies lifted off the more expensive
kinds of fuel consumed by the richer
and richest were less than those re-
moved from the middle and poorer
classes' fuel.

Meanwhile, Mahmoud Hafez, an
owner of a multimillion-pound con-
struction business, said “the rich
class continues to drive the econo-
my despite the ongoing inflation.”

“They have more options and
more financial capabilities than
the classes that might protest, their
lives are backed by bank loans and
jobs at private businesses and they
will continue to generate revenue,”
said Hafez, who told Al-Monitor
that his business has not suffered
any losses since January 2011. “Rev-
enue might have slowed at the time
of security unrest, but it continued
to increase.”

He went on, “if demand contin-
ues, a 20,000 pound [$3,000] in-
flation per apartment is nothing for
someone who has a job and wants to
get married, and it will be covered
by the revenues increasing with the
general inflation.”

“Whoever invested $100,000 in
real estate knows exactly what they
are doing,” Hafez said, “and no mat-
ter what happens, they will generate
revenues, as opposed to someone
who invested $5,000 and has two
years of installments they cannot
afford,” Hafez said. “Between those
two poles of the Egyptian market,
the six-, seven- and eight-digit in-
vestors are always driving the mar-
ket and forcing it to accept infla-
tion.”

But the military didn’t only rely
on the acceptance of these basic
economic patterns. Over the six
months before the fuel subsidy re-
duction was declared, the military
opened three main state-of-the-art
traffic intersections; it had taken
over the reconstruction duties for
the intersections in 2013. All three
points relieved massive traffic jams
the eastern part of Cairo has suf-
fered for years; in addition, the mil-
itary continues to build new roads
and highways across the country.

Besides increasing the value of real
estate in what became districts with
good road infrastructure, it also had
positive effects for public transpor-
tation and taxi services.

“There is a slight drop in custom-
ers who decided to buy relatively
cheap cars or have been forced to
use public transport instead of taxis
at least for a portion of their trips,”
said Ahmed Ali, a taxi driver who
believes he won't be able to make a
living if another drop in customers
or another wave of inflation kicks
in.

“But not having to take massive
detours around protest areas and
traffic jams definitely increased my
income, and despite the inflation, it
remains better than when protests
paralyzed the city for months on
end.”

That being said, Ali has no chance
to “make up for three-and-a-half
years of losses since 2011.”

In fact, a recent report published
by the Egyptian Center for Econom-
ic and Social Rights (ECESR) indi-
cated that the months since Sisi's
rise to presidency have witnessed
the least number of protests since
2011. The drop in protests and a re-
turn of relative stability, at least in
the capital's central areas, has had a
positive effect on tourism. Some ten
international hotels situated around
Tahrir Square have seen a rise in the
numbers of their favorite and top-
paying customers coming from the
Arabian Gulf countries, while hotels
being built have significantly in-
creased their pace of construction,
which had come to a halt due to the
unrest.

Hatem Zayed, an economic re-
searcher and program manager at
ECESR, told Al-Monitor that there
are two reasons for the public's ac-
ceptance of the recent economic
decisions. “Fear comes first; the
public decided to accept those deci-
sions after seeing the massive crack-
downs on opposition protesters
since [President Mohammed] Mor-
si's ouster in July 2013. The second
reason is that inflation is happen-
ing gradually, while Sisi continues
to promise mitigation policies. The
combination convinced people to be
patient,” said Zayed.

But if the contractors, includ-
ing drivers and construction busi-
nesses, have broken even, “the con-
sumer was left paying more despite
receiving the same income. And this
is what the government has to worry
about,” he said.

“Sisi has not improved or saved
the economy, he is just maneu-
vering around it while people are
dreaming of the national projects
and prosperity the regime continues
to promise,” said Zayed, who agrees
that the regime is just extending the
period before the economy crashes.

“It's only a matter of time before
people start protesting the econom-
ic distress; it is inevitable.”

© Kasim Al-Kaabi/IRIN
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A displaced family from Mosul in Najaf province sits in the August sun. Hundreds of thousands of Iraqis
have fled their homes in recent months.

Muhsin Al-Timimi, the head of
the human rights committee at
Najaf Provincial Council, also told
IRIN that not enough aid had come
to his part of Iraq. “We demand in-
ternational organizations to stand
equally with IDPs all over Iraq.
They are giving more to those in
Kurdistan and no one cares about
us,” he said.

Under siege

But Najaf and Karbala are at least
safe. Large swathes of the governor-
ates of Nineveh, Anbar, Saleheddin,
and Diyala are overrun by armed
groups with front lines moving on a
daily basis. As battles rage between
militants and government forces,
civilians are being killed, injured,
and cut off from humanitarian sup-
plies.

The situation is particularly acute
in a small Shia Turkomen town of
Amirli in the Tuz District of Sale-
heddin governorate, located mid-
way between Baghdad and Kurdis-
tan’s capital Erbil, under siege from
IS.

Between 15,000 and 20,000
people have been surrounded and
trapped, and all roads in and out
blocked. The population has formed
a local army and is defending itself
against the militants, with some sup-
port from the Iraqi security forces,
but as the weeks go on, their resolve
is weakening and they are running
low on food, water, fuel, and medi-
cal supplies. During the sweltering
Iraqi summer, where temperatures
reach 50 degrees, families sleep on
the roofs of their homes to keep
cool, but with constant rocket at-

tacks they must stay inside.

“People are dying because of the
lack of clean water, while diarrhea
and vomiting are common,” Dr.
Vasser Mahmoud, who is volunteer-
ing in the area, told IRIN by phone
from Amirli.

“The children are malnourished.
There isn’t enough milk for the ba-
bies. Sometimes I can only make a
mix of sugar water to nourish them
and give them energy,” he said.

A few people have been airlifted
out of the town by the Iraqi Air
Force, but a recent negotiated at-
tempt to move a group of children,
women, and elderly people towards
Sulymaniah went wrong and as
many as 30 people are reported to
have been killed trying to escape.

Continued on the back page
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Teacher of math, physics and
chemistry in English seeks
work at school. 735694439

Male, bachelor’s degree in
English language, diploma in
marketing & computer science,
experienced as an operations
officer, treasurer and teacher.
Looking for any job that
requires English. 777004207

» Female, BA in Arabic literature,
very good written and spoken
French/English, seeks work as
a babysitter for a foreign family
(Aden or Taiz). 737168816

» Rainbow School is requesting
female teachers for Arabic,
English and Maths, with no less

Coupon for free classified ads
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[ For Sale
[ Buying

[ Housing available
[ Housing wanted

Details:

Contact Address:

3 Job vacancies
3 Job seekers
3 Other

Please cut this coupon and send it to

Yemen Times
Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. call 268661/2/3

than 3 years experience, to
teach elementary grades.
Fluent and non-accented
English language is required.
Contact: 733811430,
733406194. Email:
emma5565@yahoo.com

» Required, experienced
housemaid to work in Sana’a.
She must be able to speak
English. Send an email to
ccaruso87@yahoo.com,
mention your full name,
nationality, contact teelphone,
and how long you have been in
Yemen.

» A Yemeni government body
wishes to hire a full time media
and PR person. Candidates
must have experience in
working with the media and
presenting the authority in
public. English is favorable.
Applicants must send their CVs
and cover letter to yasinsaif@
gmail.com

» Two male Persian kittens for
sale. They are grey and white
and two months old, each at
100$. Serious buyers only.
Contact: yteditor@gmail.com

» A house for rent in Haddah city,
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
large kitchen, large hall.
737194467

» For rent: Fully Furnished Luxury
apartment in Hadda City: 3 bed
rooms, Mafraj, Dining and
sitting hall + interner and
battery charger (Generator):
1500 $ (Negotiable) Contact:
733416400

» Appartment for rent, 4 bed
rooms, hall, kitchen, 2 bath
rooms. Sheraton St, next to the
US embassy. Jabar 734201785
734204041

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

EXCLUSIVE
AIRCRAFT.

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.
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CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO
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Egypt Air 273452/275061  NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49 Yemen Insurance company  Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83  Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Gulf Air 440922 Sana’a: 400269 Modern German Hospital 600000/602008 Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43, 02-221270 Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5  OPEL / GM 203075  E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,  Falcon Holidays 444118 01-202309
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8  SUZUKI 02 - 346000 601889 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17  Falcon Business Center 446250  Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Etihad Airways 01-442725 TOYOTA 445362/3  Al-Jumhury Hospital 01274286/87  Aman Insurance 01-214093  Al-Nasim Travel 270750  Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Fly Dubai 01-446750 Hadda Hospital 01 412981 Yemeni Qatari Insurance ~ 01-448340/1/2  Universal Business Travel Center Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3 Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66 Fax: 448339 441158/9/60  Ministry of Communications and
AND INSTITUTE Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765 Qadas Fly 01-280777  Information Technology 01-331460
| BANKS| AL-Ahli Modern Hospital ~ 01-444936 Yemen Travel Agencies ~ 01-272895/6  Ministry of Local Administration
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199  Science and Technology Hospital 01-227242
Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823  Infinit Education 01-444553 01-500000  Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe Ministry of Information 01-274008
Fax:260824  NIT Quality Computer Education Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283 Tel: 01 505290 Ministry of Planning and
02 - 270347 207025/26  Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333 01 266375 American World University, Rep.  International Cooperation 01-250101
fax 02 - 237824 British Institute for languages & Computer ~ Azal Hospital 01-200000 Fax:01 267619 by IS academy Tel.01-535700-  Ministry of Education 01-252732
S Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain 266222 - Fax: 514755 Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant 733061203 Fax: 535702  Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
- Tel. 264775, 264702 YALI 01-448039 417391  University of Applied and Social Science ~ Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Fax. 264703,503350  ALTI 01-274221 My Pie 431999 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441,  Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Exceed 01-537871 Royal Crown Hotel & Suites Aden: 234533 /234960  Ministry of Transportation ~ 01-2022257
Central Bank 274314/1 MALI 01-441036 01406661 406681 Queen rwa University Tel: 449971/2  Ministry of Water and Environment
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01 277224  Horizon 01448573  L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-43202030/40 [T T®S  Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5 01-418289
Fax: 277291 Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2 Alandalus University Tel: 675567  Ministry of Electricity 01-326196
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030 Sheraton Hotel 01 237500 Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433 Fax: 675885




Iraq’s forgotten displaced

“All the people are hungry, my family
tell me they are only eating a little bit
because we need to save food for the
other days,” said Muhammed Essmat
Ibrahim, a board member of the Iraqi
Red Crescent, who is based in Bagh-
dad but whose relatives are in Amirli.

According to the UN, which says
it has been seeking a way to get food
to Amirli for several weeks, the Iraqi
Air Force has been providing limited
humanitarian assistance through air-
drops and the Iraqi Red Crescent,
though the last delivery was over a
month ago.

“The Iraqi government has been

trying to assist them. It’s not like
no one is trying to assist them,” ex-
plained Kieran Dwyer, chief of com-
munications for the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (OHCA), but he said the UN was
unable to get physical access to the
town due to security.

Preferential treatment?

Those in towns such as Karbala and
Amirli increasingly accuse the inter-
national community of preferential
treatment. Zaid Al-Ali, an Iraqi law-
yer and the author of The Struggle for
Iraq’s Future, agreed that people did
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not see the response as equal.

“There is a complaint that Kurdis-
tan is getting preferential treatment
compared to Baghdad, no question.
That’s from among officials and from
among the general population,” he
said.

Al-Ali added that a number of
other places had also been, and were
still under, IS control, but he said the
international media and to a large
extent governments had “mostly ig-
nored” them and focused on Sinjar
and Kurdistan.

NGOs, too, are increasingly aware
that their coverage is not seen to be
equal. “I think the humanitarian
community as a whole is not doing
enough to access the areas where the
most vulnerable persons are,” said
Juan Gabriel Wells, deputy country
director for Jordan and Kurdistan for
French NGO Action Against Hunger
(ACF).

“These are areas where people are
affected by fighting, like Anbar, Sale-
heddin, Kirkuk, and Diyala... [and]
I think that a lot of these areas have
been neglected not just now, but for
far too long.”

International NGOs, often per-
ceived to be more at risk, are in-
creasingly seeking to work with local
partners to improve coverage across
the country. Saleh Dabbakeh, ICRC
spokesman in Baghdad, told IRIN
that ICRC teams—including interna-
tional staff—were working in 12 out
of Iraq’s 19 governorates, though he
admitted that Amirli was too danger-
ous to reach due to the siege.

However, he said they had man-
aged to negotiate some access to de-
liver medical and other supplies into
Anbar, the province where IS (ISIL at
the time) began its advance in Janu-
ary and from where 600,000 people
have been displaced, and into other

areas under control of armed groups.

“We continue to talk to all parties
involved in this fighting and armed
conflict in order to be able to access
areas,” he said. “But if we can’t reach
an area, we do the next best thing and
supply to places where people are be-
ing displaced.”

Dabbakeh welcomed the signifi-
cant international response for the
displaced in Kurdistan, which has
included a lump-sum donation of
$500 million from Saudi Arabia, but
added: “Yes the minorities from the
Nineveh plain have been victimized,
but we should not forget that there
are all kinds of other people that have
also been victims and also been dis-
placed.”

Defending the UN’s lack of aid op-
erations outside Kurdistan, OCHA’s
Dwyer said “we are getting every-
where we can within our security
limitations. This is Iraq, the security
limitations are not arbitrarily or un-
necessarily applied; it’s a dangerous
place.”

Call for corridors

In the past week there have
been several calls for negotiated
humanitarian corridors to allow aid
workers access to people in militant-

6 Petrochemical plants, refineries.

6 Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

6 Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP S.A.L OFFSHORE (CCC)

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

e Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

e Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

e Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

e High quality buildings & sports complexes.

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cecyemen.com

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

controlled areas.

But Dwyer said “the security situa-
tion in Iraq is immensely complicated
and things are changing and moving
very fast. What is a safe area one day
can very rapidly become not safe the
next.

“This notion of a humanitarian
corridor might sound simple enough,
but it is actually very complicated.
Not all armed groups are the same,

so being able to negotiate with one or
two, doesn’t mean that you are going
to [get] full and free access to where
you want to be.”

He stressed the risks involved with
aid workers going into these areas
had to be taken into account.

Republished with permission from
IRIN.
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