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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Aug. 27—Tensions rise 
in the capital as Houthi leader Ab-
dulmalik Al-Houthi and President 
Hadi exchange letters and condemn 
each other in speeches. Al-Houthi 
says he will not back down and an-
nounced that protests will escalate 
on Friday, while Hadi says he will 
not bow to pressure from the rebel 
group. 

Al-Houthi threatened to go to 
the “third escalation” of his self-
described revolutionary movement 
when he appeared on the Houthi-
run Al-Masirah TV Channel on 
Tuesday night for his third weekly 
broadcast. Al-Houthi repeated his 
calls for the Houthis to continue 
demonstrating against the govern-
ment, saying that the protesters’ 
demands are legitimate, fair, and 
achievable. 

Al-Houthi did not reveal the spe-
cifics	
�    of	
�    the	
�    planned	
�    escalation,	
�    only	
�    
saying that it will happen this Fri-
day and will be “more painful and 
disturbing.”

“We will not change our position… 
We do not want your ministries; we 

want to bring down the government 
and replace it with a competent, 
honest government,” he declared. 

In his speech Al-Houthi also ad-
dressed the recent anti-Houthi 
demonstrations in the capital, la-
beling their opposition to his move-
ment as being “calls for sedition 
protecting corruption and harm-
ing the people.” Al-Houthi gave no 
indication he would retreat on his 
demands.

On Monday he sent a letter to the 
president which included several 
demands to resolve the tension. The 
demands are essentially the same as 
his August 17 speech: “Abolishing 
the decree to lift the fuel subsidies, 
implementing the National Dia-
logue Conference's outcomes, and 
establishing a committee to study 
the economic situation to combat 
corruption.”

Hadi’s response

President Hadi met on Wednesday 
morning the head of the Popular 
Solidarity Committee, a pro-gov-
ernment civil alliance, and its sec-
retariat to discuss escalations by the 
Houthis.

Nadia Abdullah, a local photo-
journalist who attended the meet-
ing, said that Hadi renewed his 
accusations that “Iran is interfer-
ing with Yemen's affairs in a major 
way.” According to Abdullah, Hadi 
also accused Iran of funding four 
TV channels tasked with opposing 
his regime and claimed that there 
are Iranian advisers to the Houthis.

“Houthis are reckless youth. They 
want to drag Yemen into a civil war. 
They are thinking of ruling Yemen 
but they don't care about the price 
increase, the people, or the national 
standards,” Hadi was reported as 
saying.

He continued, “we will perform 
a C-section to extract the Houthis 
from the entrances of Sana'a. We 
will not allow for the country to be 
dragged into a window-to-window 
war as [former president] Ali Saleh 
wants along with some of his sup-
porters, who also support Al-Houthi 
in Amran with weapons.”

On Monday Hadi sent a letter to 
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi demand-
ing him to evacuate the entrances 
of Sana'a and to hand over Amran 
governorate.

Diplomatic condemnation

UN Special Advisor on Yemen Jamal 
Benomar released a statement 
Tuesday night in which he said, 
“the situation is very worrying. 
It is the most concerning since 
the beginning of the transitional 
period.”
Benomar	
�     confirmed,	
�     “all	
�     sides	
�    

are partners in Yemen in what has 
happened and in what will happen. 
Everybody should realize that there 
is no way out of this crisis except 
through a peaceful solution based 
on the NDC outcomes, which the 
Yemeni people have agreed on.”

The UNSC will convene in New 
York on August 29 to discuss the 
situation in Yemen.

The general secretary of the 
Arab League, Dr. Nabeel Al-Arabi, 
condemned on Monday evening the 
unfortunate events happening in 
Sana’a.
Al-Arabi	
�     confirmed	
�     in	
�     a	
�    

statement his complete refusal “for 
any attempts aiming to undermine 
the political process in Yemen or 
causing it to fail, calling all Yemeni 
political forces to abide by the 
NDC’s outcomes.”

Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Aug. 27—The cabinet 
approved the annual bonuses for 
civil servants, military and secu-
rity personnel due since 2012, on 
Tuesday. The payments are set to 
become effective on Thursday. 

The state-run Al-Thawra news-
paper reported that Prime Minister 
Mohammad Basindwa met with the 
cabinet on Tuesday and sanctioned 
the bonus payments. 

In addition, the cabinet added 
250,000 public employees, military 
and security personnel to the Social 
Welfare Fund’s lists, who will be 
provided with annual bonuses.

The cabinet’s decision was made 
in an attempt to ease the economic 
burden on public employees that 
resulted from recently slashed fuel 
subsidies.

Recipients are to receive a lump-
sum payment covering the past two 
years and annual bonuses in the 
years to come.

Abdulfatah Al-Jahrani, who 
works at the police department, 
said, “I will receive YR1,100 ($5.12) 
per month, for the past two years. 
This means that I will get YR26,400 
($123) in total. This isn’t enough 
because the price of everything 
has increased after the govern-
ment lifted the fuel subsidies.” Yet, 

Al-Jahrani admits that “it’s better 
than nothing.”

Redhwan Aqlan, a translator for 
a private company, said the gov-
ernment provided bonuses to pub-
lic employees to ease the economic 
impact on them after it removed the 
fuel subsidies but has completely 
forgotten about the private sector 
employees and the self-employed. 

“The government should have 
taken all people into consideration 
because hundreds of thousands of 
people aren’t public employees,” 
Aqlan added. 

Analysts said that this step by 
the government will not completely 
ease the economic impact of lifting 

the fuel subsidies on people.
Mustafa Nasser, an economist 

at the local think-tank Studies and 
Economic Media Centre, said the 
bonuses cannot balance the in-
creasing prices of basic goods and 
services.

“These scant bonuses don’t re-
solve the problem and only aim to 
calm people down. They are only 
about $5 per month,” he added. 

The government on July 30 lifted 
the fuel subsidies on gas and die-
sel. Accordingly, prices of gas and 
diesel increased by more than half, 
from YR2,500 ($11.6) and YR2,000 
($9.3) per 20 liters, respectively, to 
YR4,000 ($18.6).

Houthi leader pushes forward with demands, 

exchanges heated rhetoric with Hadi

Cabinet approves annual bonuses 

for public employees

Houthi encampents continue to grow in the capital.Guarded by Houthi members 

these camps have become home to followers of Abdulmalik Al-Houthi, who are 

calling to topple the government. Read more on page 2 Photos by Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki
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Last Yemeni detainees re-

leased from Afghanistan

SANA’A, Aug. 27—The National Or-
ganization for Defending Rights and 
Freedoms (HOOD) said that Yemeni 
Authorities have received the last two 
Yemeni detainees from Bagram De-
tention Center in Afghanistan. 

HOOD’s in-house lawyer Abdul-
rahman Barman said the two prison-
ers, Ameen Mohammad Al-Bakri and 
Fadi Ahmed Al-Maqalih, are victims of 
America’s so called “War on Terror.” 
Both soldiers were released as part 
of the United State’s arrangement to 
withdraw from Afghanistan.

According to Barman, Al-Bakri and 
Al-Maqalih were detained since 2002 
without being convicted in court. Their 
cases	
�    were	
�    filed	
�    with	
�    the	
�    American	
�    le-
gal system and were delivered to Ye-
meni Authorities, however, there was 
no court ruling.

Barman said “the Political Security 
Office	
�    arrested	
�     the	
�     two	
�    men	
�    as	
�    soon	
�    
as they arrived in Yemen. Their fami-
lies are calling for their release.”

Armed groups and security 

forces clash in Hadramout

SANA’A, Aug. 27—Army forces 
stormed houses in Al-Qatan district of 
Hadramout governorate which were 
suspected of harboring members of 
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP).

Hadramout-based journalist Mo-
hammad	
�    Al-Sharafi	
�    said	
�    the	
�    raid	
�    came	
�    
as part of a security campaign to pur-
sue individuals suspected of being 
AQAP members.
Al-Sharafi	
�     explained	
�     that	
�     two	
�     heli-

copters	
�     assisted	
�     the	
�     raid	
�     and	
�     flew	
�     in	
�    
low altitude over Al-Qatan city. The 
number of civilian deaths is unknown.

Many local residents in the area 
where the clashes broke out have 
been displaced to nearby areas, al-
though the violence ceased after a 
few hours. 

Military aircraft destroyed in 

Taiz

SANA’A, Aug. 27—A military aircraft 
carrying Lieutenant Mohammed Al-
Dobae crashed on Wednesday morn-
ing as it was about to land in Taiz 
International Airport, the state-run Se-
curity Media Centre of Taiz governor-
ate reported. 

 The pilot was killed instantly in the 
crash and the Czech-made L-39 air-
craft was destroyed. 

Sami Noaman, a Yemeni researcher 
on military aircrafts, said that including 
today’s plane crash there have been 
a total of ten military airplane crashes 
since 2012. 

“The investigation into this incident 
must not be shrugged off like the pre-
vious ones,” he added.

Two Houthi members killed, 

five	
�   soldiers	
�   kidnapped	
�   and	
�   
released

SANA’A, Aug. 26—On Monday 
Houthis	
�     kidnapped	
�     five	
�     soldiers	
�     and	
�    
released them the same day in Ham-
dan district, Sana’a governorate. The 
kidnapping was said to be in retaliation 
for the killing of two Houthi militants 
earlier on Monday, who were killed by 
a soldier at a military checkpoint, north 
of the capital.

The two Houthi members were driv-
ing on a motorbike through a military 
checkpoint without stopping. Accord-
ing to the Ministry of Interior, they 
were carrying a stack of qat wrapped 
in clothe, which a soldier mistook for 
weapons and shot them. In retalia-
tion	
�     Houthi	
�     members	
�     kidnapped	
�     five	
�    
soldiers in Bait Naem market in Ham-
dan. 

The soldiers were released when 
General Mohammad Yahya Al-Hawri, 
the commander of the 6th Military 
Command, intervened to resolve the 
issue. The soldier who shot the two 
Houthis was sent to the 6th Military 
Command prison.

“We are not leaving the 

square until our demands 

are met”

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Aug. 26— Protest 

camps in downtown Sana’a are 

witnessing	
�    a	
�    daily	
�    influx	
�    of	
�    Houthi	
�    
supporters	
�     from	
�     both	
�     within	
�    
Sana’a	
�    governorate	
�    and	
�    from	
�    gov-

ernorates	
�    around	
�    the	
�    country.
There	
�    are	
�    over	
�    50	
�    camps	
�    inside	
�    

the	
�    capital,	
�    with	
�    the	
�    area	
�    they	
�    are	
�    
clustered	
�    around	
�    being	
�    referred	
�    to	
�    
by	
�    locals	
�    as	
�    a	
�    protest	
�    square.	
�    
The	
�    Houthi	
�    camps	
�    are	
�    located	
�    on	
�    

the	
�    Airport	
�    Road	
�    near	
�    the	
�    Yemeni	
�    
Postal	
�     Service	
�     Office,	
�     Al-Thawra	
�    
Park	
�     in	
�     Al-Thawra	
�     district,	
�     and	
�    
the	
�    ministries	
�     of	
�     electricity,	
�     inte-

rior,	
�    and	
�    communication.	
�    
There	
�     are	
�     daily	
�    marches	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

streets	
�     around	
�     the	
�     camps,	
�     in	
�     ad-

dition	
�     to	
�     night	
�     festivals	
�     crowded	
�    
with	
�    protesters	
�    inside	
�    the	
�    square.	
�    
While	
�     most	
�     of	
�     the	
�     protesters	
�    

appear	
�     follow	
�     Houthi	
�     leader	
�     Ab-

dulmalik	
�     Al-Houthi,	
�     the	
�     Yemen	
�    
Times	
�    talked	
�    to	
�    a	
�    few	
�    protesters	
�    in	
�    
the	
�    camps	
�    who	
�    are	
�    members	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
General People’s Congress (GPC) 

and	
�    support	
�    the	
�    Houthis’	
�    cause.	
�    
At	
�    one	
�    of	
�     the	
�    camps	
�    Akram	
�    Al-

Shoaibi,	
�    a	
�    sheikh	
�    in	
�    Amran	
�    gover-
norate,	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times,	
�    “we	
�    
are	
�     GPC	
�     members	
�     and	
�     we	
�     have	
�    
joined	
�     Al-Houthi’s	
�     marches	
�     be-

cause	
�    we	
�    share	
�    the	
�    same	
�    demands,	
�    
mainly	
�    to	
�    topple	
�    the	
�    government.”	
�    
He	
�     added,	
�     “we	
�     are	
�     not	
�     leaving	
�    

the	
�    square	
�    until	
�    our	
�    demands	
�    are	
�    
met,	
�     even	
�     if	
�     Al-Houthi	
�     makes	
�     a	
�    
deal	
�     with	
�     the	
�     president	
�     and	
�     asks	
�    
us	
�    to	
�    leave,	
�    we	
�    will	
�    not	
�    do	
�    so.”
Mohammad	
�    Ali	
�    Ghalib,	
�    a	
�    Houthi	
�    

protestor	
�    in	
�    the	
�    square,	
�    explained	
�    
the	
�     daily	
�     routine	
�     of	
�     protesters	
�    

camping	
�    there.	
�    He	
�    said	
�    they	
�    spend	
�    
their	
�    entire	
�    day	
�    in	
�    the	
�    camps,	
�    be-

ginning	
�     it	
�    with	
�    what	
�     the	
�    Houthis	
�    
call	
�     “the	
�     scream,”	
�     their	
�     chant	
�    
which	
�     goes:	
�     Death	
�     to	
�     America,	
�    
death	
�    to	
�    Israel,	
�    curse	
�    on	
�    the	
�    Jews,	
�    
victory	
�    for	
�    Islam.
“After	
�     breakfast,	
�     we	
�     receive	
�    

the	
�     crowds	
�     joining	
�     us	
�     from	
�     other	
�    
governorates,	
�     and	
�     before	
�     Doher	
�    
(noon)	
�    prayers	
�    we	
�    go	
�     for	
�    marches	
�    
to	
�     the	
�     nearby	
�     streets.	
�     Then	
�     we	
�    
come	
�     back	
�     and	
�     do	
�     “the	
�     scream.”	
�    
After	
�     that	
�     we	
�     sit	
�     until	
�     Maghreb	
�    
(evening)	
�    prayers.	
�    We	
�    talk	
�    and	
�    dis-
cuss	
�    how	
�    to	
�    achieve	
�    our	
�    demands	
�    
and	
�     discuss	
�     the	
�     country’s	
�     condi-
tions.	
�    Sometimes	
�    we	
�    go	
�    for	
�    march-

es	
�     before	
�     Maghreb,	
�     and	
�     at	
�     night	
�    
there	
�    are	
�    festivals	
�    lasting	
�    until	
�    late	
�    
at	
�    night.”
The	
�     Yemen	
�     Times	
�     did	
�     not	
�     see	
�    

any	
�    weapons	
�    being	
�    carried	
�    openly	
�    
in	
�    the	
�    camps	
�    within	
�    Sana’a.	
�    How-

ever,	
�    in	
�    the	
�    camps	
�    on	
�    the	
�    outskirts	
�    

of	
�     the	
�     capital—which	
�     have	
�     been	
�    
growing	
�    steadily	
�    since	
�    being	
�    estab-

lished	
�     on	
�     August	
�     18—it	
�     appeared	
�    
that	
�     every	
�    person	
�     carried	
�    at	
�     least	
�    
one	
�    weapon.	
�    
In	
�     a	
�     speech	
�     on	
�     August	
�     17,	
�     Al-

Houthi	
�    called	
�    on	
�    Yemenis	
�    nation-

wide	
�     to	
�     support	
�     a	
�     revolution	
�     to	
�    
topple	
�    the	
�    government;;	
�    for	
�    the	
�    fuel	
�    
subsidies	
�    cuts	
�    to	
�    be	
�    reversed;;	
�    and	
�    
for	
�    the	
�    National	
�    Dialogue	
�    Confer-
ence	
�    (NDC)	
�    outcomes	
�    to	
�    be	
�    imple-

mented.	
�    
The	
�     next	
�     day	
�     what	
�     Al-Houthi	
�    

terms	
�    the	
�    “first	
�    escalation”	
�    began,	
�    
with	
�    supporters	
�    setting	
�    up	
�    camps	
�    
outside	
�    Sana’a.	
�    On	
�    August	
�    22,	
�    the	
�    
“second	
�     escalation”	
�     commenced	
�    
with	
�     protesters	
�     setting	
�     up	
�     camps	
�    
inside	
�    the	
�    capital.
Al-Houthi	
�    threatened	
�    that	
�    if	
�    au-

thorities	
�    do	
�    not	
�    meet	
�    the	
�    Houthis’	
�    
demands	
�     they	
�     will	
�     escalate	
�     their	
�    
actions	
�    and	
�    use	
�    methods	
�    that	
�    “will	
�    
not	
�    sit	
�    well	
�    with	
�    the	
�    government.”

Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Aug. 27—Dozens	
�     of	
�    
armed	
�     tribesmen	
�     from	
�     Gaifah,	
�    
north	
�    Rada’a	
�    district,	
�    momentari-
ly	
�    occupied	
�    Rada’a	
�    city	
�    in	
�    Al-Bai-
da	
�     governorate	
�     on	
�    Monday	
�     after	
�    
two	
�    of	
�     their	
�     relatives	
�    were	
�     killed	
�    
earlier	
�    that	
�    morning	
�    by	
�    unknown	
�    
gunmen,	
�    local	
�    sources	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Ye-

men	
�    Times.	
�    
Salah	
�     Salim	
�     Al-Hutam	
�     and	
�    

Ghazi	
�     Jumjum	
�     Al-Hutam	
�     from	
�    
Gaifah	
�     tribe	
�     were	
�     killed	
�     early	
�    
Monday	
�     morning	
�     in	
�     a	
�     Houthi	
�    
neighborhood	
�    in	
�    Rada’a	
�    city,	
�    Fahd	
�    
Al-Taweel,	
�     a	
�     local	
�     journalist	
�     in	
�    

Al-Baida	
�    said.	
�    Both	
�    the	
�    deceased	
�    
worked	
�    as	
�    qat	
�    sellers	
�    in	
�    the	
�    city.
Gaifah	
�     area	
�     is	
�     a	
�     major	
�     supply	
�    

source	
�     of	
�     qat	
�     to	
�     the	
�     governorate,	
�    
which	
�    is	
�    located	
�    in	
�    central	
�    Yemen.	
�    
Residents	
�     from	
�     Gaifah	
�     work	
�     in	
�    
farming	
�    and	
�    selling	
�    the	
�    leafy	
�    nar-
cotic,	
�    which	
�     is	
�    chewed	
�    by	
�    a	
�     large	
�    
portion	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Yemeni	
�    population.
A	
�    security	
�    official	
�    who	
�    request-

ed	
�     anonymity	
�     for	
�     security	
�     con-

cerns	
�    confirmed	
�    the	
�    names	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
two	
�    deceased	
�    individuals,	
�    adding	
�    
that	
�     the	
�     criminals	
�     were	
�     riding	
�     a	
�    
motorbike.	
�    	
�    
A	
�    few	
�    hours	
�    after	
�    the	
�    murders,	
�    

dozens	
�    of	
�    armed	
�    tribesmen	
�    from	
�    

Gaifah	
�    entered	
�    the	
�    city.	
�    
“They	
�    besieged	
�    houses	
�    of	
�    Houthi	
�    

supporters,	
�     blocked	
�    main	
�     streets	
�    
in	
�    the	
�    city,	
�    shut	
�    down	
�    all	
�    commer-
cial	
�    shops,	
�    and	
�    looted	
�    an	
�    arms	
�    re-

tail	
�    shop	
�    owned	
�    by	
�    a	
�    Houthi	
�    in	
�    the	
�    
city,”	
�    said	
�    Al-Taweel.
At	
�    noon	
�    on	
�    Monday	
�    the	
�    armed	
�    

tribesmen	
�    left	
�    Rada’a	
�    city	
�    without	
�    
any	
�    confrontations	
�    with	
�    the	
�    secu-

rity	
�    or	
�    military	
�    forces	
�    in	
�    the	
�    city.
Ali	
�    Qarmoosh,	
�    the	
�    security	
�    chief	
�    

of	
�     Rada’a,	
�     said	
�     in	
�     a	
�     phone	
�     con-

versation	
�     with	
�     the	
�     Yemen	
�     Times	
�    
that	
�     tensions	
�     are	
�     rising	
�     in	
�     the	
�    
city,	
�    adding	
�     that	
�    armed	
�    men	
�    had	
�    
killed	
�     another	
�    man,	
�     on	
�    Wednes-

day	
�    morning.
Al-Bayda	
�     has	
�     been	
�     experienc-

ing	
�    growing	
�     insecurity	
�     since	
�     for-
mer	
�    President	
�    Ali	
�    Abdullah	
�    Saleh	
�    
was	
�    ousted	
�    from	
�    office	
�    by	
�    the	
�    2011	
�    
uprising.	
�     Al-Qaeda	
�     in	
�     the	
�     Ara-

bian	
�     Peninsula	
�     (AQAP)	
�     occupied	
�    
Rada’a	
�    city	
�    for	
�    two	
�    weeks	
�    in	
�    Janu-

ary	
�    2012	
�    and	
�    only	
�    left	
�    after	
�    a	
�    deal	
�    
with	
�    the	
�    government	
�    to	
�    release	
�    15	
�    
imprisoned	
�    AQAP	
�    militants.
Since	
�     early	
�     2012,	
�     the	
�     govern-

ment	
�    has	
�    carried	
�    out	
�    several	
�    mili-
tary	
�     campaigns	
�     against	
�     tribes-
men	
�     in	
�    Gaifah,	
�     accusing	
�     them	
�    of	
�    
providing	
�     shelter	
�     for	
�    AQAP	
�    mili-
tants.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Aug. 27	
�     -	
�     There	
�     are	
�    

8.5	
�    million	
�    male	
�     and	
�     female	
�     illit-
erates	
�     in	
�     Yemen,	
�     which	
�     accounts	
�    
for	
�    almost	
�    a	
�    third	
�    of	
�    the	
�    country’s	
�    

population	
�     of	
�     26	
�    million,	
�     accord-

ing	
�    to	
�    Dr.	
�    Yahya	
�    Al-Saidi,	
�    manager	
�    
of	
�     the	
�     Education	
�     Administration	
�    
at	
�     the	
�     Arab	
�     League	
�     Educational,	
�    
Cultural,	
�    and	
�    Scientific	
�    Organiza-

tion	
�    (ALECSO).	
�    	
�    
Al-Saidi	
�     said	
�     of	
�     the	
�    40	
�    million	
�    

illiterate	
�    Arabs,	
�    more	
�    than	
�    8	
�    mil-
lion	
�    are	
�    from	
�    Yemen.	
�    
Mustafa	
�     Al-Saberi,	
�     the	
�     press	
�    

secretary	
�     for	
�     the	
�     education	
�    min-

ister	
�     said	
�     that	
�     the	
�     ministry	
�     can	
�    
neither	
�    deny	
�    nor	
�    confirm	
�    the	
�    sta-

tistics	
�    by	
�    ALESCO.
“The	
�    last	
�    statistics	
�    by	
�    the	
�    Liter-

acy	
�    and	
�    Adult	
�    Education	
�    Organi-
zation	
�    in	
�    2004	
�    showed	
�    that	
�    there	
�    
are	
�    6,245,464	
�    illiterates	
�    in	
�    Yemen	
�    
above	
�    10	
�    years	
�    old,”	
�    he	
�    said.
“The	
�     ministry	
�     faces	
�     several	
�    

problems	
�     in	
�     terms	
�     of	
�     illiteracy	
�    
eradication,	
�     such	
�     as	
�     a	
�     lack	
�     of	
�    
awareness	
�     about	
�     the	
�     importance	
�    
of	
�    education	
�    among	
�    fathers;;	
�    tradi-
tions	
�    and	
�    customs	
�    that	
�    hold	
�    back	
�    
females	
�     from	
�     education;;	
�     and	
�     a	
�    
shortage	
�    in	
�    the	
�    budget	
�    to	
�    acceler-
ate	
�    the	
�     illiteracy	
�    eradication	
�    pro-

cess,”	
�    added	
�    Al-Saberi.
The	
�     Education	
�     Ministry	
�     has	
�    

since	
�     carried	
�     out	
�     several	
�     pro-

grams	
�    to	
�    eradicate	
�    illiteracy,	
�    such	
�    
as	
�     encouraging	
�     female	
�     students	
�    
to	
�     enroll	
�     in	
�     schools	
�     by	
�     providing	
�    
food	
�    items	
�    and	
�    cash	
�    payments	
�    to	
�    
the	
�    students’	
�    families.
“We	
�    are	
�    currently	
�    carrying	
�    field	
�    

visits	
�     to	
�     rural	
�     areas	
�     to	
�     spread	
�    
awareness	
�     among	
�     people	
�     about	
�    

the	
�    importance	
�    of	
�    education,”	
�    said	
�    
Al-Saberi.
ALESCO	
�    presented	
�    its	
�    statistics	
�    

on illiteracy at a national work-

shop	
�    addressing	
�    the	
�    Yemeni	
�    com-

mittee	
�    for	
�    Education,	
�    Culture,	
�    and	
�    
Science,	
�     and	
�     international	
�     orga-

nizations	
�     like	
�     the	
�     Islamic	
�     Edu-

cational,	
�     Scientific,	
�     and	
�     Cultural	
�    
Organization	
�     (ISESCO)	
�     and	
�     the	
�    
United	
�     Nations	
�     Educational,	
�     Sci-
entific	
�     and	
�    Cultural	
�    Organization	
�    
(UNESCO).
The	
�     workshop	
�     started	
�     on	
�     Sun-

day	
�    and	
�    will	
�    end	
�    on	
�    Thursday.	
�    
Illiteracy	
�    is	
�    a	
�    key	
�    concern	
�    for	
�    Ye-

men’s	
�    economy.	
�    
Some parents are compelled 

to	
�     stop	
�     their	
�     kids	
�     from	
�     studying	
�    
in	
�     order	
�     to	
�    work	
�     to	
�     support	
�     their	
�    
families.	
�    As	
�    a	
�    result,	
�    many	
�    of	
�     the	
�    
children	
�    deprived	
�    of	
�    an	
�    education	
�    
work	
�     for	
�     themselves,	
�     or	
�     join	
�     the	
�    
army.
Mujahid	
�     Ali	
�     Al-Haisi,	
�     is	
�     one	
�    

such	
�     parent	
�     who	
�     discontinued	
�    
his	
�     son’s	
�     education.	
�     “My	
�     son	
�    was	
�    
a	
�     second	
�     grade	
�     student	
�     but	
�     he	
�    
quit	
�     two	
�    years	
�    ago	
�    and	
�    started	
�     to	
�    
help	
�    me	
�    sell	
�    qat.	
�    He	
�    makes	
�    about	
�    
YR1,500	
�    (approx.	
�    $7)	
�    per	
�    day.	
�    This	
�    
gives	
�    us	
�    a	
�    chance	
�    to	
�    meet	
�    our	
�    ba-

sic	
�    needs	
�    because	
�    I’m	
�    not	
�    a	
�    public	
�    
employee,”Al-Haisi	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    
Times.
“I’m	
�     not	
�     happy	
�     that	
�     he	
�     quit	
�    

school	
�     but	
�     I’m	
�     obliged	
�     to	
�     do	
�     so	
�    
because	
�     of	
�    my	
�     difficult	
�     economic	
�    
circumstances,”	
�    he	
�    added.

Abdulkarim Al-Nahari

DHAMAR, Aug. 27—Unknown 

armed men riding on a motor-

bike	
�     assassinated	
�     Major	
�     Fazea	
�    
Al-Buaithi,	
�     the	
�     manager	
�     of	
�     the	
�    
Relations	
�    and	
�    Guidance	
�    Office	
�    for	
�    
Dhamar	
�    governorate’s	
�    police,	
�    near	
�    
a	
�     qat	
�     market	
�     in	
�     Dhamar	
�     city,	
�     on	
�    
Tuesday	
�    afternoon.
Lieutenant	
�     Colonel	
�     Saleh	
�     Al-

Buiathi,	
�    the	
�    manager	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Crim-

inal	
�     Investigation	
�     Department	
�     in	
�    
Jahran	
�     district,	
�     and	
�     a	
�     relative	
�     of	
�    
the	
�     deceased,	
�     said,	
�     “the	
�     armed	
�    
men were planning on kidnap-

ping	
�    Fazea	
�    Al-Buiathi	
�    and	
�     taking	
�    
him	
�    to	
�    an	
�    unknown	
�    destination	
�    by	
�    
motorbike.	
�     However,	
�     he	
�     resisted	
�    
them	
�    despite	
�     not	
�     having	
�     his	
�     fire-

arm,	
�    which	
�    led	
�    the	
�    kidnappers	
�    to	
�    
kill	
�    him	
�    with	
�     three	
�    bullets	
�     to	
�     the	
�    
head.”
He	
�    continued,	
�    “the	
�    security	
�    ap-

paratus	
�     is	
�     now	
�     tracking	
�     the	
�     per-
petrators,	
�     especially	
�     after	
�     getting	
�    
leads	
�     confirming	
�     that	
�     the	
�     opera-

tion is a criminal one and not re-

lated	
�    to	
�    terrorism.”
According	
�    to	
�    Al-Buiathi	
�    a	
�    num-

ber	
�    of	
�    suspects	
�    were	
�    apprehended	
�    
and	
�    are	
�    being	
�     investigated,	
�    while	
�    
other	
�    suspects	
�    are	
�    being	
�    tracked.
The	
�    murder	
�    comes	
�    after	
�    a	
�    failed	
�    

assassination	
�     attempt	
�     on	
�     the	
�     life	
�    
of	
�     Dhamar’s	
�     governor,	
�     Yahya	
�     Al-
Amry,	
�     last	
�     Sunday.	
�    Al-Amry	
�     sur-
vived	
�     a	
�     shower	
�     of	
�     bullets	
�     while	
�    
visiting	
�     a	
�     committee	
�     of	
�     Dhamar	
�    
General	
�     Hospital.	
�     The	
�     assassina-

tion	
�     attempt	
�     left	
�     12	
�     of	
�     Al-Amry’s	
�    
bodyguards	
�    injured.
According	
�     to	
�     the	
�     governorate’s	
�    

security	
�    chief,	
�    Brigadier	
�    Abdulka-

reem	
�    Al-Odaini,	
�     16	
�     of	
�     the	
�     armed	
�    
men	
�    who	
�    attempted	
�    to	
�    assassinate	
�    

Al-Amry	
�    were	
�    arrested,	
�    while	
�    the	
�    
rest	
�     are	
�     still	
�     being	
�     tracked.	
�     He	
�    
confirmed	
�     that	
�     one	
�     suspect	
�     was	
�    
injured	
�    during	
�    an	
�    exchange	
�    of	
�    fire	
�    
with	
�     the	
�     hospital’s	
�     security	
�     per-
sonnel.
Also	
�    on	
�    Sunday,	
�    at	
�    noon,	
�    armed	
�    

men	
�    fired	
�    on	
�    the	
�    house	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Brig-

adier	
�    Al-Odaini.	
�    The	
�    gunfire	
�    dam-

aged	
�    the	
�    exterior	
�    of	
�    the	
�    house	
�    but	
�    
no	
�    injuries	
�    were	
�    reported.	
�    
A	
�    security	
�    source	
�    with	
�    he	
�    police	
�    

in	
�    Dhamar,	
�    who	
�    asked	
�     to	
�     remain	
�    
anonymous,	
�     said	
�     that	
�     security	
�    
guards	
�     posted	
�     at	
�     the	
�     house	
�     en-

gaged	
�    the	
�    assailants,	
�    who	
�    fled	
�    and	
�    
clashed	
�    with	
�    another	
�    security	
�    pa-

trol	
�    near	
�    the	
�    house.	
�    However,	
�    the	
�    
source	
�    would	
�    not	
�    reveal	
�    any	
�    infor-
mation	
�    regarding	
�    casualties.
Armed	
�     tribesmen	
�     from	
�     Yaar	
�    

tribe,	
�     in	
�    Dhamar’s	
�     Antis	
�     district,	
�    
took	
�    over	
�    the	
�    Western	
�    Area	
�    Police	
�    
Station	
�    in	
�    Dhamar	
�    city	
�    on	
�    Friday	
�    
night	
�     after	
�     Dr.	
�     Abdullah	
�     Ahmed	
�    
Al-Yaary,	
�    34,	
�    was	
�    killed.	
�    
Mukbil	
�     Al-Yaary,	
�     a	
�     relative	
�     of	
�    

the	
�     deceased	
�     doctor,	
�     said	
�     he	
�    was	
�    
shot	
�     during	
�     his	
�     sister’s	
�     wedding	
�    
convoy	
�     by	
�     the	
�     police	
�     patrol	
�     on	
�    
Thursday	
�    night.	
�    
Abdulazeez	
�    Al-Yaary,	
�    one	
�    of	
�    the	
�    

sheikhs	
�    in	
�    Yaar	
�    tribe,	
�    said	
�    that	
�    the	
�    
tribesmen	
�    handed	
�    over	
�    the	
�    police	
�    
department	
�    after	
�    two	
�    days	
�    of	
�    con-

trolling	
�    it	
�    to	
�    local	
�    security.	
�    
Another	
�     tribal	
�     source	
�     claimed	
�    

that	
�     Governor	
�     Al-Amry	
�     and	
�     the	
�    
commander	
�     of	
�     the	
�     7th	
�     Military	
�    
Command,	
�     Brigadier	
�     Ali	
�    Mohsen	
�    
Mothanna,	
�    had	
�    given	
�     tribal	
�     lead-

ers	
�     of	
�     Yaar	
�     tribe	
�     20	
�     Kalashnikov	
�    
rifles	
�    as	
�    a	
�    means	
�    of	
�    tribal	
�    arbitra-

tion	
�    until	
�    the	
�    investigation	
�    is	
�    com-

pleted	
�    and	
�    the	
�    suspects	
�    are	
�    sent	
�    to	
�    
court.

Houthi camps in the capital continue to grow

Tribe occupies Rada’a city after two of its members killed

Arab	
�   League	
�   Educational,	
�   Cultural,	
�   and	
�   Scientific	
�   Organiza-

tion: Illiteracy exceeds 8 million mark in Yemen 

Officer	
�   assassinated	
�   in	
�   

Dhamar following recent kill-

ings

Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Aug. 27—Violent	
�    clash-

es	
�     ongoing	
�     between	
�     the	
�     Houthis	
�    
and	
�    opposing	
�    tribesmen	
�    in	
�    Al-Jawf	
�    
governorate,	
�    have	
�     left	
�     a	
�    prominent	
�    
tribal	
�    leader	
�    dead.	
�    
Ahmed	
�     Mohsen	
�     Najda,	
�     the	
�     39-

year-old	
�     tribal	
�     leader	
�     and	
�     head	
�     of	
�    
the	
�     Islah	
�     Party’s	
�     Political	
�     Depart-
ment	
�     in	
�     Al-Jawf,	
�     was	
�     killed	
�     late	
�    
Monday	
�     in	
�     an	
�     attack	
�     in	
�     Halwan	
�    
area,	
�    Al-Ghail	
�    district	
�    of	
�    Al-Jawf.
Mubarak	
�    Al-Abadi,	
�    director	
�    of	
�    the	
�    

Islah	
�    Party’s	
�    Media	
�    Department	
�     in	
�    

Al-Jawf	
�     said	
�     that	
�     Najda	
�     was	
�     shot	
�    
dead	
�    while	
�    he	
�    was	
�     trying	
�     to	
�     rescue	
�    
an	
�    injured	
�    tribesman	
�    affiliated	
�    with	
�    
the	
�    Popular	
�    Committees.	
�    
“Najda	
�    is	
�    a	
�    tribal	
�     leader	
�    and	
�    was	
�    

trying	
�     to	
�     rescue	
�     an	
�     injured	
�     tribes-
man	
�    in	
�    Al-Ghail	
�    district	
�    but	
�    was	
�    shot	
�    
dead	
�    by	
�    the	
�    Houthis,”	
�    he	
�    added.
Al-Abadi	
�     claims	
�     that	
�     people	
�     in-

volved	
�    in	
�    the	
�    fighting	
�    in	
�    Al-Jawf	
�    are	
�    
tribesmen	
�     defending	
�     their	
�     gover-
norate,	
�     regardless	
�     of	
�     their	
�     political	
�    
affiliation.	
�    
Al-Abadi	
�    denied	
�    news	
�    reports	
�    by	
�    

local	
�    media	
�     suggesting	
�    nine	
�    of	
�    Na-

jda’s	
�    security	
�    escorts	
�    were	
�    killed	
�    in	
�    
the	
�    fighting.	
�    
Faisal	
�     Al-Aswad,	
�     a	
�     journalist	
�    

based	
�    in	
�    Al-Jawf,	
�    said	
�    that	
�    the	
�    situ-

ation	
�    is	
�    still	
�    volatile	
�    in	
�    Al-Jawf,	
�    add-

ing	
�    that	
�    sporadic	
�    clashes	
�    occur,	
�    par-
ticularly	
�    at	
�    night.
“About	
�     500	
�     tribesmen	
�     have	
�     ar-

rived	
�     in	
�     Al-Jawf	
�     on	
�     Tuesday	
�     from	
�    
Al-Baida	
�     governorate	
�     to	
�     back	
�     the	
�    
tribesmen	
�    in	
�    their	
�    fight	
�    against	
�    the	
�    
Houthis,”	
�    said	
�    Al-Aswad.	
�    
The	
�     Houthis	
�     recount	
�     a	
�     different	
�    

story.	
�     Mohammed	
�     Al-Bukhaiti,	
�     a	
�    
member	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Houthis’	
�    Political	
�    Of-

fice,	
�    asserted	
�     that	
�    Najda	
�    was	
�    killed	
�    
in	
�    clashes	
�    between	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    and	
�    
Islah	
�    affiliates	
�    in	
�    Al-Jawf.
“Najda	
�     was	
�     killed	
�     in	
�     clashes,	
�    

not	
�     in	
�     an	
�     ambush	
�     by	
�     Ansar	
�     Allah	
�    
[Houthis],”	
�    added	
�    Al-Bukhaiti.
Mabkhout	
�    Mohammed,	
�    a	
�    journal-

ist	
�    based	
�    in	
�    Al-Jawf,	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    
Times	
�    that	
�    fighting	
�    between	
�    the	
�    two	
�    
warring	
�     parties	
�     was	
�     ongoing	
�     as	
�     of	
�    
Wednesday	
�    afternoon.
Clashes	
�    in	
�    Al-Jawf	
�    have	
�    been	
�    on-

going	
�    since	
�    late	
�    June,	
�    leaving	
�    sever-
al	
�    people	
�    killed	
�    and	
�    injured	
�    on	
�    both	
�    
sides.	
�    

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA'A Aug. 27—One soldier 

was	
�     killed	
�     and	
�     three	
�     people	
�     were	
�    
wounded	
�     in	
�     an	
�     attack	
�     on	
�     an	
�     army	
�    
vehicle	
�    in	
�    Al-Dhale	
�    city	
�    by	
�    unknown	
�    
armed	
�    men	
�    on	
�    Tuesday.	
�    
An	
�     armored	
�     vehicle	
�     of	
�     the	
�     33rd	
�    

Armored	
�     Brigade	
�     was	
�     attacked	
�     on	
�    
its	
�    way	
�    to	
�    a	
�    military	
�    site	
�    in	
�    Al-Dhale	
�    
governorate	
�    on	
�    Tuesday,	
�    according	
�    
to	
�     Waleed	
�     Al-Khateeb,	
�     media	
�     of-
ficer	
�     in	
�     the	
�     Coordination	
�    Office	
�     in	
�    
Al-Dhale	
�    city.
The	
�    Coordination	
�    Office	
�    is	
�    a	
�    civil-

ian	
�    committee	
�    tasked	
�    with	
�    securing	
�    
Al-Dhale	
�    city.	
�    
One	
�     soldier	
�     was	
�     killed,	
�     and	
�     two	
�    

soldiers as well as one civilian were 

injured	
�     in	
�     the	
�    attack,	
�     said	
�    Al-Kha-

teeb.	
�     He	
�     suspected	
�     the	
�     unknown	
�    
armed	
�    men	
�     to	
�     be	
�    members	
�     of	
�     the	
�    
Southern	
�     Movement,	
�     which	
�     was	
�    
formed	
�     in	
�     2007	
�     and	
�     advocates	
�     an	
�    
independent	
�    South	
�    Yemen.
Al-Khateeb	
�    said	
�    the	
�    attack	
�    led	
�    to	
�    

fighting	
�    between	
�    the	
�    two	
�    sides	
�    that	
�    
lasted	
�     less	
�     than	
�    thirty	
�    minutes,	
�    af-
ter	
�    which	
�    the	
�    armed	
�    men	
�    fled.	
�    
When	
�     the	
�     Yemen	
�     Times	
�     con-

tacted	
�     Southern	
�     Movement	
�     activ-

ist	
�    Essam	
�    Al-Shaeri	
�    from	
�    Al-Dhale,	
�    
he	
�    said	
�    that	
�    the	
�    conflict	
�    took	
�    place	
�    
between	
�     citizens	
�     in	
�     Al-Dhale	
�     and	
�    
did	
�    not	
�    involve	
�    the	
�    Southern	
�    Move-

ment.	
�    
“Some	
�     Hirak	
�     [Southern	
�     Move-

ment]	
�     members	
�     have	
�     controlled	
�    
some	
�     locations	
�     in	
�     the	
�     governor-
ate	
�     and	
�     have	
�     been	
�     restricting	
�     the	
�    

army's	
�     access	
�     into	
�     it,”	
�     said	
�     Al-
Khateeb,	
�     adding	
�     that	
�     the	
�     armored	
�    
vehicle	
�    was	
�    on	
�    its	
�    way	
�    to	
�    enter	
�    one	
�    
of	
�     the	
�     locations	
�     controlled	
�     by	
�     the	
�    
Southern	
�    Movement.	
�    
A	
�    member	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Al-Dhale	
�    Tribal	
�    

Council,	
�    Mohammad	
�    Al-Aqla,	
�     said	
�    
the	
�    attack	
�    came	
�    after	
�    security	
�    forces	
�    
of	
�     the	
�    33rd	
�    Armored	
�    Brigade	
�    were	
�    
deployed	
�     in	
�     the	
�     city	
�     on	
�     Monday	
�    
evening,	
�    which	
�    caused	
�    members	
�    of	
�    
the	
�    Southern	
�    Movement	
�    there	
�    to	
�    be	
�    
alert.	
�    
In	
�     another	
�     incident	
�     reported	
�     in	
�    

the	
�    same	
�    area	
�    on	
�    Monday,	
�    Moham-

med	
�    Al-Hanek,	
�    general	
�    manager	
�    of	
�    
the	
�    Ministry	
�    of	
�    Education’s	
�    office	
�    in	
�    
Al-Dhale,	
�    survived	
�    an	
�    attack	
�    on	
�    his	
�    
car	
�    by	
�    unknown	
�    armed	
�    men,	
�    yet	
�    the	
�    
driver	
�    was	
�    killed.	
�    
Al-Dhale	
�     has	
�     been	
�     witnessing	
�     a	
�    

series	
�     of	
�     sporadic	
�     clashes	
�     between	
�    
the	
�     army	
�     and	
�     armed	
�     members	
�     of	
�    
the	
�    Southern	
�    Movement	
�     since	
�     late	
�    
2013.	
�     On	
�     December	
�     27,	
�     2013,	
�     the	
�    
33rd	
�     Armored	
�     Brigade	
�     shelled	
�     a	
�    
funeral	
�     tent	
�     filled	
�     with	
�     Southern	
�    
Movement	
�     members,	
�     killing	
�     15.	
�    
The	
�    brigade	
�    explained	
�    the	
�    shelling	
�    
happened	
�     by	
�     mistake	
�     whereupon	
�    
the	
�    Southern	
�    Movement	
�    demanded	
�    
the	
�    brigade’s	
�    relocation.
Dozens	
�    of	
�    people	
�    from	
�    both	
�    sides,	
�    

including	
�    civilians,	
�    have	
�    been	
�    killed	
�    
in	
�     clashes	
�     between	
�     both	
�     parties	
�    
since	
�    late	
�    2013.	
�    
The	
�     Yemen	
�     Times	
�     attempted	
�     to	
�    

contact	
�     local	
�     security	
�     forces	
�     in	
�    Al-
Dhale	
�    area	
�     for	
�     comments	
�    but	
�     they	
�    
refused	
�    to	
�    respond.

Violence continues in Al-Jawf, prominent tribal leader killed

One	
�   soldier	
�   killed,	
�   three	
�   in-

jured in Al-Dhale city



Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

Y emen has witnessed 
eight dreadful months, 
during which it has 
undergone	
�     significant	
�    
changes .Many citizens 

consider these changes to have led 
the country into further decline. 
Earlier, citizens were feeling hope-
ful for this year, thinking it would 
be different from the years follow-
ing the 2011 uprising. As demands 
for a better life have gone unreal-
ized, hopes for a better future dis-
appeared. 

The hope and optimism that cul-
minated with the overthrow of for-
mer President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
diminished as time passed, but was 
nevertheless carried through to this 
year. However, a number of succes-
sive events in recent months have 
altogether destroyed previous hope 
that the situation in Yemen would 
improve. Indeed, many citizens 
are too preoccupied with fear from 
current issues—from the Houthis 
in the north and Al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) in the 
south, to rampant hunger and poor 
health nationwide—to even worry 
about the future. 

In this report the Yemen Times 
examines the course of the major 
political, economic, and military 
developments Yemen has witnessed 
during the past eight months of 
2014.

Major political events
In January, Yemenis were antici-
pating the outcomes of the National 
Dialogue Conference (NDC), which 
was established to resolve the po-
litical crisis in Yemen that resulted 
from the 2011 uprising. Prepara-
tions remain underway to follow 
through with a number of as-of-yet 
unimplemented NDC outcomes, 
though a number of decisions came 
out of the conference.

After ten months of talks, the 
NDC came to an end on January 
25. The NDC document, which 
contains the outcomes of the con-
ference and serves as a roadmap 
for the next stage in the transition 
process, was approved. The docu-
ment calls for a new constitution 
to be drafted and establishes that 
a new six-region federation is cre-
ated. President Hadi was granted a 
one-year extension from February 
21. Hadi was also given the con-
stitutional authority to change the 
government to achieve “quality, 
integrity, and national partnership, 
and expand the Shura Council by 
adding numerous members repre-
senting many groups.”
On	
�    February	
�     10,	
�     it	
�    was	
�     officially	
�    

announced that after the constitu-
tion is adopted Yemen will become 
a federal state comprised of six re-
gions: Hadramout Region, which 
includes the governorates of Al-
Mahra, Hadramout, Shabwa, and 
Socotra; Saba Region, which in-
cludes Al-Jawf, Marib, and Al-Bay-
da; Aden Region, which includes 

Abyan, Lahj, Al-Dhale, and Aden; 
Al-Janad Region, which includes 
Taiz and Ibb; Azzal Region, which 
includes Sana’a, Amran, Sa’ada 
and Dhamar; and Tehama Region, 
which includes the governorates of 
Hodeida, Rayma, Al-Mahweet, and 
Hajja.

With grave violations of civil, 
political, economic, social, and cul-
tural rights reported in Yemen in 
recent years, the UN Security Coun-
cil (UNSC) on February 26 passed 
UNSC Resolution 2140. The reso-
lution calls on UN member states 
to place sanctions on individuals 
found to be “obstructing or under-
mining the successful completion 
of the political transition” and “im-
peding the implementation of the 
outcomes	
�    of	
�     the	
�    final	
�    report	
�    of	
�     the	
�    
comprehensive NDC through vio-
lence, or attacks on essential infra-
structure.”

June 11 witnessed major chaos 
in Sana’a as protesters took to the 

streets over fuel shortages, burn-
ing tires in major intersections and 
bringing	
�    traffic	
�    to	
�    a	
�    halt.	
�    President	
�    
Hadi claimed this was an attempted 
coup, but stopped short of blaming 
anyone in particular.

Due to the continuing deteriora-
tion of economic conditions and 

general lawlessness throughout 
the country, the president called 
for national reconciliation on June 
30, to which all political parties 
responded, except for the Houthis. 
This	
�    marked	
�     the	
�    first	
�     time	
�     the	
�    po-
litical opponents of Ali Abdullah 
Saleh and the adviser of the defense 
minister, General Ali Mohsen, met 
since 2011.
Perhaps	
�     the	
�     most	
�     significant	
�    

event in the past few months was 
the capture of Amran governorate 
by the Houthis on July 8. This de-
velopment came after a four-month 
conflict	
�     between	
�     the	
�     Houthis	
�     and	
�    
the army, backed 
by armed tribes-
men. In the 
course	
�    of	
�    fighting	
�    
hundreds were 
killed from both 
sides, including 
Commander Al-
Qushaibi of the 
310th Armored 
Brigade. Until 
today Amran re-
mains under the 
Houthis’ control.

On August 
17 the leader 
of the Houthis, 
Abdulmalik Al-
Houthi, called 
on Yemenis na-
tionwide to sup-
port a revolution to bring down the 
government. The following day tens 
of thousands of Houthi support-
ers protested in Sana’a, and since 
then encampments have been set 
up both inside the capital and in its 
outskirts. Protests are ongoing, and 
the presidential committee in talks 
with Al-Houthi said that President 
Hadi has agreed to form a new gov-
ernment within a month.

Major economic events
Since the beginning of this year, oil 
pipelines have been subject to doz-
ens of bombings and other acts of 
sabotage. It is estimated that over 
the last three years this has cost the 
Yemeni government about $4.75 
billion,	
�     according	
�     to	
�     official	
�     statis-

tics published in May by the state-
run Saba News Agency. 

Due to acts of sabotage against 
oil and electricity lines, as well as 
roadblocks by tribesmen, popula-
tion growth, and general govern-
ment mismanagement, Yemenis 
endured long hours of darkness for 
more	
�    than	
�    five	
�    months,	
�    often	
�    going	
�    
without power for most of the day. 
Frustrations over fuel shortages 
culminated in the June 11 protest in 
Sana’a. 

The crisis lasted until July 30, 
when the government slashed fuel 
subsidies. The price of 20 liters 
of gas rose from 2,500 ($12) to 
YR4,000 ($19), and the price of 
diesel went up from YR2,000 ($9) 
to 3,900 ($18) per 20 liters. The 
fuel subsidy cuts were agreed upon 
by all parties.

This decision prompted people 
to demonstrate against the price 
hikes. The demonstrations against 
the fuel subsidy cuts are ongoing, 
although this grievance is being ad-
opted by both sides in the ongoing 
protests both for and against the 
Houthis.

In Hadramout governorate, 
AQAP has launched several attacks 
against	
�    post	
�    offices	
�    and	
�    financial	
�    in-
stitutions, including the looting on 
August 7 of the International Bank 
in Al-Qatan district of Hadramout.

Major security events
Wars, bombings, sporadic clashes, 

assassinations, 
and kidnappings 
characterize the 
security situa-
tion in Yemen 
during the past 
eight months.

The month 
of January was 
filled	
�    with	
�    target-
ed attacks against 
army and secu-
rity personnel, 
resulting in the 
assassinations of 
15 soldiers and 
officers.	
�    

Two major in-
cidents occurred 
in January. First, 
18 soldiers were 

killed and six others wounded in an 
attack on a checkpoint in Shibam, 
Hadramout on January 7. AQAP 
claimed responsibility for the op-
eration. On January 16, ten soldiers 
were killed in joint attacks carried 
out by suspected AQAP members 
against three army locations in Al-
Bayda governorate.
In	
�    February,	
�    two	
�    officers	
�    and	
�    six	
�    

soldiers were killed in various at-
tacks against the army in Shabwa 
and Abyan. On February 13, seven 
soldiers were killed when 29 pris-
oners escaped from the Central 
Prison in Sana’a, 19 of whom were 
known AQAP members.
In	
�     March,	
�     12	
�     soldiers	
�     and	
�     offi-

cers were assassinated. In a major 
attack waged by armed men on an 

army checkpoint in Hadramout 22 
soldiers were killed.

In April, 16 army and security 
forces members were killed in Aden 
and Hadramout in attacks by sus-
pected AQAP militants on army 
locations and checkpoints. Also in 
April, a total of 63 armed men al-
legedly	
�     affiliated	
�     with	
�     AQAP	
�     were	
�    
killed in drone attacks on Saturday 
and Sunday in the governorates 
of Al-Bayda (10), Shabwa (3), and 
Abyan (50).

On April 29, a military offensive 
began against AQAP in Shabwa and 
Abyan.	
�    The	
�    conflict	
�    lasted	
�    a	
�    month,	
�    
leaving hundreds of military per-
sonnel and alleged AQAP militants 
dead. 

The Ministry of Interior held a 
press conference at the end of April 
in which they announced 52 assas-
sinations	
�     of	
�     soldiers	
�     and	
�     officers	
�    
had occurred in March and April 
alone. The ministry also announced 
that	
�     148	
�    soldiers	
�    and	
�    officers	
�    were	
�    
killed during the same period due 
to bombings and clashes with AQAP 
militants in all of Yemen.

In May, 30 soldiers were killed in 
attacks on army locations in Had-
ramout and Lahj, and in June 35 
soldiers were killed in attacks on 
army's locations and checkpoints in 
Hadramout and Lahj.

Important events in July were, as 
mentioned previously, the capture 
of Amran by the Houthis on July 8 
and the killing of the commander of 
the Amran-based 310th Armored 
Brigade, Brigadier General Hameed 
Al-Qushaibi, on an unknown date 
by Houthis.

In August, six military person-
nel were assassinated, two in Aden, 
four in Hadramout; thirteen were 
killed by an explosive device in 
Lahj, ten of them civilians; and 14 
soldiers were executed by AQAP in 
Hadramout on August 8. The latter 
incident came two days after AQAP 
gained temporary control over the 
districts of Al-Qatan and Seyoun, 

leading to large-scale battles be-
tween the army and AQAP. 

Targeting media and foreign-
ers 
Recent months have witnessed wor-
rying developments in the realm of 
news media in Yemen. On June 11, 
the Yemen Today TV Channel was 
shut down by Presidential Guards 
on President Hadi’s order following 
the channel’s coverage of the dem-
onstrations and riots in Sana’a that 
same day. 

On August 15, Abdulrahman 
Hameed Al-Deen, the radio direc-
tor at the state-run Sana’a Radio, 
was assassinated by unknown gun-
men. That same week, there was a 
reported increase in threats against 
journalists.

Foreign nationals have also been 
the subjects of numerous attacks. 
In May, a French citizen was as-
sassinated and another was injured 
in Sana’a by unknown armed men. 
The two men were working as se-
curity escorts for the EU mission to 
Yemen.

The last eight months saw a num-
ber of kidnappings, with a surge 
early on in the year. Although the 
number of kidnappings is unknown 
due to a media blackout and lack 
of information, a number of kid-
napped foreigners have been re-
leased.

On April 19, the Uzbekistan doc-
tor Saleem Momen was released 
in Al-Jawf governorate. He was 
kidnapped two months prior in 
Sana’a. 

On May 13, a German national 
who was studying Arabic in Sana’a 
was released via tribal mediation 
after being held since late January.

On July 26, English teacher Mike 
Harvey, a British national, was 
released after being held for six 
months.

All these events made the past 
eight months bloody, tragic, and 
downright awful.
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AQAP	
�    has	
�    launched	
�    several	
�    attacks	
�    against	
�    post	
�    offices	
�    and	
�    financial	
�    

institutions, including the looting of the International Bank on August 
7, in Al-Qatan district of Hadramout. (Photo: Ansar Al-Sharia Twitter ac-
count)

Frustrations over fuel shortages culminated in the June 11 protest in 
Sana’a. (Photo: Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki)

On June 11 Yemen Today TV 
Channel was shut down by Presi-
dential Guards on President Ha-
di’s order following the channel’s 
coverage of the demonstrations 
and riots in Sana’a that same day. 
(Photo: Al-Yaman Al-Yaoum)

In months of sporadic clashes between the army and Houthis, hun-
dreds were killed from both sides, including Commander Al-Qushaibi 
of the 310th Armored Brigade (funeral pictured). (Photo: Ali Ibrahim 
Al-Moshki)

In May a French security escort was assassinated and another was in-
jured in Sana’a by unknown armed men. (Photo: Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki)

The NDC came to an end on Jan-
uary 25 and the NDC document, 
which contains the outcomes of 
the conference and serves as 
a roadmap for the next stage in 
the transition process, was ap-
proved. (Photo: almasdaronline.
com)

Since mid-August tens of thousands of Houthi supporters have pro-
tested in Sana’a and encampments have been set up both inside the 
capital and on its outskirts. (Photo: Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki)
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G iven the high rent and 
costly land in Sana’a, 
many residents build 
illegal houses on the 
outskirts of the capi-

tal.
Five years ago, Daroos Saeed 

went to Bani Al-Harith district on 
the borders of the capital to build a 
house there illegally. He hoped that 
the	
�     construction	
�    office	
�    would	
�     reg-
ister his building, “but that never 
happened,” says Saeed.

Residents in illegal neighbor-
hoods, who live in unregistered 
houses, lack public services such as 
water, electricity, sewage systems, 
and public institutions like hospi-
tals and schools. Roads are sandy 
and unpaved, phone lines are non-
existent and cellphone connections 
are often poor.

“I stock all essential commodities 
and basic medicine in my house for 
cases of illness or emergency, as it 
is hard to reach hospitals, especial-
ly late at night,” says Saeed. 

While residents in illegal neigh-
borhoods are largely neglected by 
the government, strong social net-
works and support systems in the 
quarter aim to balance this lack of 
public services.  “Neighbors are liv-
ing as one family, sharing the same 
concerns,” says Saeed.

“All the residents in illegal neigh-
borhoods are mostly from the 
same economic class; there are no 
wealthy or poor, everyone is mid-
dle class,” he explains.

According to Abdulraqeeb Ata, 
the manager of the Public Works 
Office	
�     in	
�     Sana’a,	
�     residents	
�     in	
�     ille-
gal neighborhoods have no right to 
claim the provision of public ser-
vices. 

“Those buildings are supposed to 
be removed,” he explains. However, 
“the	
�     office	
�     is	
�     making	
�     concessions	
�    

by letting them live their lives, in 
spite of the fact that they went to 
build in those areas knowing that 
it is illegal,” added Ata.

Ata said that the government is 
registering areas in Sana’a, which 
are considered in its urban plan-
ning and provided with public ser-
vices. Registered land, especially 
in urban areas, is more expensive 
than unregistered land, which is 
not allowed to be built on.

Illegal neighborhoods consist of 
unlicensed houses illegally built 
on land that is either owned by the 
government or unregistered.

They are located in Qaa Al-Qai-
dhi, an area on the southern out-
skirts of Sana’a, near the southern 
entrance of Sana’a and in parts of 
Al-Khafji, Al-Hezam Al-Akhdar, 
Al-Sunaynah, and Al-Layl areas. Il-
legal neighborhoods are also found 
in Wadi Ahmad, Bani Al-Hawat, 
and Al-Khamees areas.

Abduallah describes illegal 
neighborhoods as a paradise for 
people with limited income. Even 
though water and sewage is not 
available, residents get water from 
tankers, and “electricity is avail-
able for free.”

While Abduallah speaks highly of 
his neighborhood, others disagree, 
complaining about high transpor-
tation costs when travelling to the 
far-away city center and the lack of 
governmental services. Both con-
stitute	
�     a	
�     financial	
�     burden	
�     to	
�     citi-
zens, explains Motahar Al-Shadhi, 
a resident in Qaa Al-Qaidhi area.

Illegal electricity
With no public services in place, 
many residents in illegal neighbor-
hoods obtain electricity illegally, 
according to Saeed. 

“I myself get electricity illegally,” 
he admits, blaming the Public Elec-
tricity Corporation for refusing to 
provide him with electricity on the 
grounds that he does not hold a 
permit for his house.

According to 
Saeed, residents 
in illegal neigh-
borhoods are not 
generally opposed 
to getting electric-
ity legally. In fact, 
many wish to use 
an	
�    official	
�    electric-
ity grid instead 
of the illegal one 
that is plagued by 
many outages. 

Ali Al-Harazi, 
who has been liv-
ing in the illegal 
neighborhood of 
Hizyaz for over 
seven years, ex-
plains “I always 
wanted to obtain 
electricity legally 
but I could not be-
cause I built my 
house illegally.” 
He was attracted 
by the low costs 
of land in Hizyaz, 
but he could never 
obtain a permit as the land he built 
on was not registered with the gov-
ernment.

In Sana’a alone there are tens of 
thousands of homes relying on il-
legal electricity. This trend makes 
breaking the law the status quo in 
many neighborhoods. 

As soon as you set foot into il-
legal neighborhoods in Sana’a you 
will stand amazed at the chaoti-
cally connecting power lines and 
loose cables hanging over streets 
and running along house walls. 

According to Ali Mahmoud, 
the general secretary of the Pub-
lic	
�     Electricity	
�     Corporation’s	
�     office	
�    
in Sana’a, “illegal power lines are 
found on the outskirts of Sana’a as 
those areas are not connected to the 
official	
�    electricity	
�    grid.	
�    They	
�    are	
�    il-
legal and not registered, and hom-
eowners in those areas do not have 
permits to build their houses.”

Abudlkader Abdulwase, who 
replaces electricity meters for the 
Public Electricity Corporation, 
says “there are those who connect 
their houses with electricity that 
they	
�     illegally	
�     obtain	
�     from	
�     official	
�    
power grids as far as hundreds of 
meters away from their homes.”

The Public Electricity Corpora-
tion only connects houses with 
building permits to the grid, ac-
cording to Mahmoud.

Sana’a accounts for 40 percent of 
the country’s overall energy con-
sumption, using about 400 mega-
watts of a total of 1,200 megawatts 
produced by different power plants 
in Yemen, according to Mahmoud. 
Approximately 200 megawatts are 
consumed illegally in Sana’a, ac-
cording to Mahmoud. 

“In Sana’a there are 35,000 
households running on illegal elec-
tricity, and the city cannot connect 

them	
�     to	
�     the	
�     official	
�     power	
�     grid	
�     as	
�    
they live in unlicensed buildings,” 
he explains.

In Sana’a there are about 350,000 
electricity subscribers, including 
the illegal ones.

Illegal energy consumption 
goes unpunished
Despite knowing that many resi-
dents tap into the power grid ille-
gally, the Public Electricity Corpo-
ration stands idle because it does 
not have the authority to arrest 
anyone.

“The strongest measure the 
corporation can take is to discon-
nect illegal power lines. But that is 
pointless because citizens will re-
connect them as soon as possible.”

The government’s Public Works 
Office	
�    seems	
�    equally	
�    clueless	
�    about	
�    
what to do with illegal energy sub-
scribers—the arrest of entire neigh-

borhoods seems unfeasible.
Mahmoud said that there will be 

campaigns to connect illegal hous-
es	
�    to	
�    the	
�    official	
�    power	
�    grid.	
�    Yet	
�    he	
�    
expresses his concerns over the 
daily increase of illegal houses and 
a consequent rise of illegal energy 
consumption. After all, the cor-
poration	
�     makes	
�     serious	
�     financial	
�    
losses, with each megawatt costing 
YR70,000 ($326) per hour.

The 2011 uprising, which brought 
about a noticeable decline in the 
government’s presence, caused a 
sudden surge in illegal neighbor-
hoods, with thousands of citizens 
using the socio-political distur-
bances to build illegal houses.

Majid Al-Bashiri, an engineer in 
Hizyaz electricity station, argues 
that illegally tapping into electric-
ity lines poses a greater risk to the 
individual than to the corporation, 
as power grids are tapped into 
without any safety measures in 
place. 

“When the corporation's employ-
ees connect power lines they exam-
ine a house’s internal grid and in-
stall a fuse box as a precautionary 
measure. But when power lines are 
tapped into illegally ,no thoughts 
are paid to safety measures,” Al-
Bashiri says.

Every day cases of injuries or 
deaths caused by electrical shocks 
are registered at the emergency 
room of Al-Thawra Hospital in 
Sana’a, according to Mohammad 
Alwan, the emergency room’s gen-
eral supervisor.

Abdulwase explains that the 
main concern of the citizens is 
getting electricity to light up their 
houses and they do not care about 
legal or illegal power.

He adds, “most citizens do not 
hesitate to install electricity me-
ters. On the contrary, they welcome 
the electricity teams because they 
know the danger they are in if they 
continue to use power without me-
ters and without safety measures.”

Illegal neighborhoods in Sana’a lack public services
Around 35,000 households in Sana’a obtain electricity illegally

Illegally tapping into electricity lines comes at a great risk: Every day cases of injuries 
or deaths caused by electrical shocks are registered at Sana’ani hospitals. 
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Were you expecting the politi-
cal situation to improve? 
Yes, absolutely. I had this expec-

tation especially in 2011, after the 

transition, that a new political phase 

would start and that improvements 

would reach the population. Very 

few people have seen improvement 

in their lives, and that’s what really 

makes me sad. Yes we have not been 

able to achieve much.

Last year, almost a year ago, it was 

a	
�    very	
�    difficult	
�    time	
�    for	
�    the	
�    embassy.	
�    
Embassies announced they were tar-

geted by terrorists. 

Since then what have you done 
in terms of more security pre-
cautions? You said the mobility 
is limited today, so how is the 
embassy operating today? 
Of course, we cannot say much about 

that. Security information is always 

privileged information. In terms 

of general information, we can say 

this is a non-family post. We cannot 

bring our spouses or our children 

with us. Because if we were to, we 

would have to protect them. 

Since last year? 
No, this is already long ago. In 2011, 

just before the revolution, it was 

already decided. I had hoped [the 

situation] would be better and my 

spouse could also come to see Ye-

men. But unfortunately that has not 

been possible. 

Are the different programs 
running—the staff, visa, still 
operational? 
We do not implement a lot of pro-

grams ourselves. We use partners 

like the United Nations and insti-

tutions, international NGO’s, local 

NGO’s. We also implement pro-

grams through the government 

so we don’t have to bring in staff. 

There is staff from those organiza-

tions. WFP (World Food Program) 

has good staff; they are recruited by 

those organizations.

Netherland’s $5 million 
investment in Sana’a 
Basin Water Manage-
ment project

The Netherlands is on a mission 
to save Sana’a from drought. 
Tell me about that. 
Of course when you develop the 

development program, you look 

at what the constraints are in the 

country. What are the challenges the 

country needs to overcome to grow 

economically and prosper in terms 

of development. In our analysis, 

Yemen faced three key constraints. 

The	
�    first:	
�    The	
�    lack	
�    of	
�    rule	
�    of	
�    law	
�    and	
�     security;;	
�    second:	
�    The	
�    threat	
�    of	
�    dwin-

dling	
�     water	
�     resources,	
�     third:	
�     Huge	
�    
population growth. So we decided to 

focus our program on trying to help 

Yemen tackle those constraints. We 

have	
�    activities	
�    in	
�    the	
�    field	
�    of	
�    law	
�    and	
�    
security,	
�     and	
�     in	
�     the	
�     field	
�     of	
�     popu-

lation, sexual, and reproductive 

health. 

But why water in particular? 
Are you feeling optimistic about 
the projects and saving Sana’a? 
But that focus has mainly been on 

providing access to safe drinking wa-

ter. We have helped the urban water 

supply and the rural water supply. 

One of the things I learnt after hav-

ing worked on that, is that if you im-

proved the access to water there is a 

huge increase in demand for water 

and that water is used for irrigation. 

That water is also used to provide 

qat. If you provide more access to 

water, it is not necessarily going to 

the people, it is going to farmers. 

When did the decision come 
about? 
I think a year ago an evaluation was 

done and we thought we need to ex-

pand our focus on the water sector 

and create access to safe water. We 

need to look at how Yemen is manag-

ing its water resources. At that time 

we supported Yemen in creating in-

stitutions, for example the national 

authority for water resources, the 

Ministry of Water and Environment. 

We’ve helped Yemen create institu-

tions, helped Yemen in creating leg-

islation and implementation. 

Yemen’s priorities mov-
ing forward

If we are to refocus the priori-
ties, what do you think Yemen 
should focus on for the next 
one-and-a-half years? 
I	
�     think	
�     the	
�     first	
�     priority	
�     is	
�     political	
�    
stabilization. What you have seen in 

the National Dialogue Conference, 

you came up with a lot of recom-

mendations, but still there are polit-

ical differences between those par-

ties who participated in the National 

Dialogue. It looks like the National 

Dialogue was not the end of the po-

litical debate and that debate needs 

to be managed. 

I think the parties need to be told, 

if you agree to something, then you 

need to stick to it and there is a kind 

of need to enforce that. Because, oth-

erwise, you can just sign here on the 

dotted line and then you do some-

thing completely different. I think 

there	
�    needs	
�    to	
�    be	
�    consistency:	
�    if	
�    you	
�    
agree to something, you also take on 

a commitment to stand by it. 

In other words, are you asking 
the president to toughen up? 

First of all, I think the duty lies with 

citizens and civil society. Citizens 

need to hold their political parties 

to account. If you are a partisan of 

a certain political party and you see 

your political party is saying one 

thing and doing another, then you 

have a duty to stand up and ask 

“what are you doing?” 

That works in a democratic 
country, where people are edu-
cated enough. But the institu-
tions in Yemen, I don’t think 
it’s realistic. What you mean in 
terms of political stability now 
is that you are asking people 
to	
�     figure	
�     out	
�     their	
�     differences	
�    
around the table. 
Yes exactly. It’s of course ridicu-

lous	
�    that	
�    you	
�    end	
�    up	
�    fighting	
�    differ-
ent groupings that are seated at the 

negotiation table. In the National 

Dialogue they have agreed to a way 

forward on Yemen and now they 

are	
�    fighting	
�     in	
�    Amran	
�     and	
�    Al-Jawf.	
�    
That’s something that’s absolutely 

unacceptable. 

Politics, similarities 
between Yemen and 
Netherlands

But this is something the in-
ternational community cannot 
really do much about—they can 
threaten or advise, but eventu-
ally it’s up to the Yemenis.
That’s why I am emphasizing the 

responsibility of the citizens and 

the responsibility of civil society 

because you are right—citizens are 

not very well educated in Yemen; it’s 

not a full blown democracy. But, all 

citizens have responsibilities, espe-

cially the educated citizens. If they 

are organized in civil society, even 

they have responsibilities. That said, 

political parties also have responsi-

bilities.

Yemen joining the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), will it 
make a lot of difference? 

I	
�     think	
�    the	
�    benefits	
�    of	
�    getting	
�    on	
�    to	
�    
WTO are huge. But in order to ben-

efit	
�    from	
�    that,	
�    you	
�    need	
�    a	
�    huge	
�    infra-

structure. That means you need to 

have a private sector that is able to 

benefit	
�     from	
�     the	
�    opportunities	
�     they	
�    
are providing in market access, so 

you need to be able to produce, and 

unfortunately the export production 

of Yemen is not very strong. You 

have oil and gas and a bit of agricul-

ture which is being exported. The 

huge gain from WTO is from servic-

es. Education—can you get people 

from abroad and educate them? Can 

you export educated labor? Service 

delivery in the telecom sector—the 

telecom sector is not liberalized, 

and there is a huge scope for growth 

here. If you look at what Kenya is 

doing for example or what India has 

done in the telecom sector, it’s huge. 

You need to have the right environ-

ment	
�     in	
�    place	
�     to	
�    benefit	
�     from	
�    WTO	
�    
membership. 

Unfortunately, in Yemen WTO 

membership is not going to help in 

the short term. I often compare Ye-

men with the Netherlands. You are 

strategically located. Similarly, we 

are strategically located vis-a-vis 

Germany, in the river delta. So we 

have built our wealth mainly through 

trading and transporting, from Rot-

terdam to Germany. You are strate-

gically	
�    located	
�    in	
�    Aden	
�    and	
�    Hodeida.	
�    
There are all kinds of ports, you don't 

have a hugely populated hinterland. 

But there are other ways you can use 

your ports to provide services for the 

trade that is passing through and of 

course, Yemen itself is a huge coun-

try.

Does that mean we will see you 
again?
I hope so. Certainly one of the things 

that Yemen needs is trade and in-

vestment. For that to happen you 

need a predictable political and se-

curity environment which is stable, 

which	
�    is	
�    definitely	
�    not	
�    the	
�    case	
�    at	
�    the	
�    
moment. So once that is the case, 

trade and investment will happen 

and then certainly I hope to come 

Former	
�    Dutch	
�    Ambassador	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times:

“Political stability” key concern for Yemen
Nadia Al-Sakkaf, the editor-in-chief of the Yemen Times, interviewed Jeroen Verheul, the former 
Netherlands ambassador to Yemen, at the Netherland’s embassy in Sana’a.

Verheul, who has been in the country since 2012, arriving in the midst of Yemen’s political transi-
tion, shared his experience and fondness for Yemen before embarking on a new journey as Roving 
Ambassador at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Hague.

“I feel very sad to leave Yemen, because both Yemen as a country and its population have touched 
my heart,” he says. 

Talking about his time in Sana’a, Verheul explained his fascination with the rugged terrain and 
his unending love for hiking in Yemen’s beautiful mountains. Verheul visited Yemen once before, 
in	
�    2001,	
�    where	
�    he	
�    had	
�    the	
�    opportunity	
�    to	
�    sample	
�    qat.	
�    Like	
�    many	
�    first-time	
�    visitors	
�    to	
�    the	
�    country,	
�    
he had his share, and the experience was far bitter than he had imagined. He admits that since 
then, “I’ve not had it again.” 

Apart from beautiful landscapes, Verheul has been struck by the friendliness, hospitality, and 
open attitude of the Yemeni people. He regrets that he was not able to see more of the country and 
its people, but says he felt restricted due to the security situation. What hurts Verheul most is the 
plight of the people, due to lack of basic needs such as consistent power, fuel, and water supply.  

In an interview with Nadia Al-Sakkaf, Verheul talks about his remorse after seeing the current 
political uncertainties stall the country’s progress, and emphasizes the imminent need for political 
and economic stability. He also discusses the Netherlands’ contribution towards a safe water proj-
ect and his vision for a brighter Yemen. 

Jeroen Verheul, former Dutch ambassador to Yemen has been in the country since 2012. He has recently 

been appointed Roving Ambassador at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Hague.
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N
o one can predict the future, but by using 

past experience and current indicators, 

analysts can assess what is going on and 

forecast where we are heading.

Past experience has taught us that if 

you raise a beast in your backyard, hoping to use it 

to rid a greater threat, this beast is likely to get out of 

control and become the problem itself.

Past experience has taught us that curing symptoms 

with Band-Aid solutions instead of dealing with their 

underlying causes will only make matters worse.

Past experience has taught us that words, if not 

followed by action, are empty and that consistently 

lying makes you unable to gain or keep people’s trust.

And	
�     finally,	
�     past	
�     experience	
�     has	
�     taught	
�     us	
�     that	
�    
people want food, shelter, security, jobs, and other 

basic needs more than anything else—even if they 

disagree with their benefactors’ political positions, 

they	
�    support	
�    any	
�    group	
�    which	
�    satisfies	
�    these	
�    needs.
Assessing the situation today, we know that we 

have	
�     no	
�     functional	
�     government,	
�     no	
�     unified	
�     army,	
�    
no money, and no concrete plans. Instead, we face 

armed groups who are hungry for power and who are 

not hesitant to challenge the state. Most concerning 

of all, however, is the people’s nationwide and nearly 

unanimous discontentment.

Where does this leave us? We are currently standing 

at	
�    a	
�    crossroads	
�    between	
�    falling	
�    into	
�    armed	
�    conflict—if	
�    
no one backs off and a compromise isn’t reached—and 

sailing Yemen to safe shores by reaching an agreement 

that saves everyone’s face.

I	
�     think	
�    the	
�    first	
�     thing	
�    President	
�    Hadi	
�    should	
�    do	
�     is	
�    
to	
�     reclaim	
�     Amran	
�     from	
�     the	
�     Houthis	
�     and	
�     take	
�     back	
�    
the	
�    army’s	
�     stolen	
�    weapons.	
�    He	
�     should	
�    do	
�     this	
�    while	
�    
maintaining strong security measures in the capital—

as he is currently doing.

While this step will endorse the state’s power, 

it should be followed by another step that proves 

compromise: Removing the prime minister and 

announcing a new government of competent 

individuals	
�    with	
�    some	
�    ministries	
�    going	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    
and to others who are not represented in the current 

government—with the exception of ministries 

essential to the functioning of the state which should 

be given to competent independents appointed by the 

president.

The new inclusive government should make the 

decision to reduce fuel prices. What many people do 

not know is that the price of fuel could be decreased by 

YR500 ($2.30) to YR800 ($3.70) per 20 liters while 

still maintaining the international price as this new 

reduction could be achieved by removing additional 

government taxes and fees.

At the same time, welfare money should be 

dispersed and the poor should start receiving their 

allowances, the money for which has already arrived 

from Saudi Arabia.

This step should be immediately followed by 

removing camps from the capital. If needed, by force. 

Thousands of people should not be allowed to camp 

near the airport or ministries. If they want to have 

a peaceful sit-in they could go to less vital locations. 

Finally	
�     20,000	
�     Houthis	
�     should	
�     be	
�     recruited	
�     into	
�    
the army and placed in different camps all over the 

country, especially in the east.

This	
�    way	
�    Hadi	
�    will	
�    save	
�    face,	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    will	
�    save	
�    
face, and Yemenis—especially the poor—will have a 

better economic situation. Most importantly, we will 

be saved from an impending war.

It is a tricky balance, but one that can be achieved if 

there is a strong will and a true desire to make things 

better. Otherwise, the drums of war will start beating 

and we could suddenly turn from the region’s success 

story to another failed Arab Spring country.

Scenarios for the 

near future

“To make Yemen 
a good world 

citizen.“ 

YT vision 
statement

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
 (1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Laetitia Bader
aljazeera.com
First published Aug. 24

S
omalia's military court sen-

tenced three men to death on 

July 30 for alleged member-

ship in the armed Islamist 

group Al-Shaabab and involve-

ment in attacks in Mogadishu, the capi-

tal. Four days later, the Somali media 

posted to Twitter photographs of their 

limp, hooded bodies tied to poles.

Such rapid executions once again call 

into question the quality of justice in 

Somalia's military courts. The govern-

ment should try civilians before civilian 

courts, respect the presumption of in-

nocence, ensure that confessions are not 

extracted under duress, and allow defen-

dants adequate time for appeals. Sadly, 

Somalia's new military court chairman, 

Colonel Abdirahman Mohamed Tur-

yare,	
�    has	
�    boasted	
�    of	
�    flagrant	
�    violations	
�    of	
�    
these requirements under international 

law.	
�    He	
�    recently	
�    told	
�    the	
�    media	
�    that	
�    his	
�    
court was waging a "new war against 

terrorists." Under international law, the 

death penalty is permitted only after a 

rigorous judicial process—a fair trial in 

which the defendant has adequate time 

to prepare a defense and appeal the sen-

tence, among other requirements. 

In	
�     March,	
�     Human	
�     Rights	
�     Watch	
�    
(HRW)	
�     released	
�    a	
�     report	
�    detailing	
�    how	
�    
Somalia's military court proceedings 

"fall short of international fair trial 

standards." Relatives of defendants and 

independent observers have very lim-

ited access to the hearings, allowing the 

court to operate without oversight. A 

central concern was the speed at which 

death sentences have been carried out. 

HRW	
�     opposes	
�     the	
�     death	
�     penalty	
�     in	
�     all	
�    
circumstances as an inherently cruel and 

irreversible punishment. That concern 

is even greater given the due process 

concerns	
�    we	
�    identified	
�    with	
�    the	
�    military	
�    
court.

Unfortunately, these practices appear 

to have been getting worse in recent 

months.

Thirteen executions have taken place 

in Mogadishu in 2014, nine been carried 

out just since July. Eleven of those ex-

ecuted were not members of the Somali 

armed forces; the majority accused of 

being	
�    Al-Shabaab	
�    members	
�     or	
�    fighters.	
�    
A man accused of carrying out an attack 

on Maka al-Mukarama hotel in Moga-

dishu in November 2013 was sentenced 

and executed within just over two weeks 

in July. 

Carrying out death sentences so rapid-

ly	
�    prevents	
�    defendants	
�    from	
�    filing	
�    an	
�    ap-

peal. It also makes it less likely that the 

president will be able to review the case 

for a possible pardon or commutation.   

The military court has tried defen-

dants for a broad range of crimes not 

within its jurisdiction, notably common 

crimes against civilians.

Turyare told the media that parents 

of Al-Shabaab suspects will be arrested 

and he claimed some were already in de-

tention. "It is failure to exercise respon-

sibility of parentship. It is your respon-

sibility as father or mother to report to 

the police that your children are missing 

or went to terrorist group," he said. Ar-

resting families of suspects is a form of 

collective punishment that is contrary to 

fundamental principles of justice.

In its recent decisions, the African 

Commission	
�     on	
�     Human	
�     and	
�     Peoples'	
�    
Rights has called on countries to pro-

hibit trials of civilians before military 

courts and to restrict the cases appear-

ing before these courts to military of-

fences committed by military personnel. 

Somalia should comply with these deci-

sions by transferring civilian cases to ci-

vilian courts, rather than cementing an 

abusive practice. 

Even the outdated Somali military 

law doesn't grant the court such powers. 

Turyare claimed that trying Al-Shabaab 

suspects under the military penal code is 

justified,	
�     but	
�    HRW's	
�     assessment	
�     of	
�     the	
�    
code found the legal basis for the trial of 

civilians in the military court, including 

Al-Shabaab members not taking part in 

hostilities, to be doubtful.

Defendants are also often held in fa-

cilities run by Somalia's national intel-

ligence agency, notorious for mistreat-

ment during interrogations. Turyare told 

the media that those recently executed 

had "confessed." International human 

rights law and Somalia's provisional 

constitution state that no one can be 

compelled to testify against themselves 

or to confess guilt. This basic standard 

helps to protect defendants from being 

coerced or tortured into confessing.

The state-run Somali National Tele-

vision has contributed to undermining 

the defendants' chances of a fair trial by 

broadcasting interviews with them dur-

ing their detention and trial, describing 

their alleged involvement in attacks. 

This shows governmental disregard for 

the presumption of innocence.

Amid these swift executions, Somalia 

has called on Kenya to extradite to Mog-

adishu an alleged Al-Shabaab journalist 

who is reportedly under arrest in Kenya. 

While Kenya still has the death penalty 

on its books, it has not executed anyone 

in decades, and should not return any-

one to Somalia who surely will not re-

ceive a fair trial.  

The Somali government should re-

form its courts before making requests 

for extradition. The president should 

impose a moratorium on the death pen-

alty, and his government should work to 

ensure that all national courts, civilian 

and military, respect fair trial standards. 

Without serious improvements in the 

quality of trials, the injustices of the past 

will continue.

As one Somali defense lawyer told me: 

"I believe that all human beings, includ-

ing Al-Shabaab suspects, have the right 

to fair trial." Wise words that the head of 

the military court and the Somali author-

ities should hear if they hope to rebuild 

people's trust in their justice system.

Laetitia Bader is an Africa researcher 

at Human Rights Watch.  

Ramzy Baroud
middleeasteye.net
First published Aug. 25

A
sk any Arab ruler, and they 

will tell you of the great sac-

rifices	
�     their	
�     countries	
�     have	
�    
made for Palestine and the 

Palestinians.	
�    However,	
�    both	
�    
history and present reality are testa-

ments, not only to Arab failure to live up 

to the role expected of them and stand 

in solidarity with their own oppressed 

brethren,	
�     but	
�     also	
�     to	
�     the	
�     official	
�     Arab	
�    
betrayal of the Palestinian cause. The 

current war on Gaza, and the dubious 

role	
�     played	
�     by	
�     Egypt	
�     in	
�     the	
�     ceasefire	
�    
talks	
�     between	
�     Hamas	
�     and	
�     Israel	
�     are	
�    
cases in point.

Read these comments by Aaron David 

Miller, a scholar at the Wilson Centre in 

Washington to appreciate the depth of 

the unmistakable Arab betrayal. “I have 

never seen a situation like it, where you 

have so many Arab states acquiescing in 

the death and destruction in Gaza and 

the	
�     pummeling	
�     of	
�    Hamas,”	
�    Miller	
�     told	
�    
the New York Times. “The silence is 

deafening.”
Miller explains Arab silence in rela-

tions to their loathing of political Islam 

which rose to prominence following the 

so-called Arab Spring. Such rise saw the 

advent of movements like the Muslim 

Brotherhood in Egypt and Al-Nahda 

in Tunisia to the centers of power. The 

“Arab	
�     Spring”	
�     challenged	
�     and,	
�     at	
�     least	
�    
temporarily, disabled the hegemony 

over power by corruption-ridden, pro-

Western Arab elites, unleashing the 

energies of civil societies that have been 

historically marginalized.

Political Islam, especially that which 

is	
�    affiliated	
�    with	
�    moderate	
�     Islamic	
�     ide-

ology known as Al-Wasatiyyah (roughly 

translated	
�     as	
�     “moderation”)	
�     swept-up	
�    
the votes in several democratic elec-

tions.	
�     Like	
�    Hamas’s	
�     victory	
�     in	
�     the	
�    Pal-
estinian elections in 2006, other such 

Islamic movements followed suit the 

moment	
�    the	
�    “Arab	
�    Spring”	
�    pushed	
�    open	
�    
a small margin for democracy and free-

dom of expression.

The danger of political Islamic move-

ments that don’t adhere to an extrem-

ist ideology like that of the Islamic State 

(IS) and Al-Qaeda, for example, is that 

they are not easy to dismiss as “extrem-

ists,”	
�     “terrorists,”	
�     and	
�     such.	
�     At	
�     times,	
�    
in fact, often, they seem much more in-

clined to play the democratic game than 

self-proclaimed	
�     Arab	
�     “secularist,”	
�     “lib-

eral,”	
�    and	
�    “socialist”	
�    movements.
Israel’s most recent war on Gaza, 

starting on July 7, came at a time that 

political Islam was being routed out in 

Egypt and criminalized in other Arab 

countries.	
�     It	
�    was	
�     the	
�    first	
�    major	
�     Israeli	
�    
military attack on Gaza since the oust-

ing of democratically-elected Muslim 

Brotherhood President Mohammed 

Morsi on July 3, 2013. Although the 

Israeli war morphed in the course of 

a few days to that of a genocide (thou-

sands killed, thousands wounded, and 

nearly a fourth of the Gazan population 

made homeless), most Arab countries 

remained mostly silent. They mouthed-

off some random condemnations that 

meant so very little. Egypt, however, 

went even further.

Soon after the Israeli war “Opera-

tion	
�     Protective	
�     Edge”	
�     began,	
�     Egypt	
�    
proposed	
�     a	
�     most	
�     suspicious	
�     ceasefire,	
�    
one that even the Times found peculiar. 

“The government in Cairo… surprised 

Hamas	
�     by	
�     publicly	
�     proposing	
�     a	
�     cease-

fire	
�    agreement	
�    that	
�    met	
�    most	
�    of	
�    Israel’s	
�    
demands and none from the Palestinian 

group	
�     (Hamas),”	
�    wrote	
�    David	
�    Kirkpat-
rick	
�    on	
�    July	
�    30.	
�    Hamas,	
�     the	
�    main	
�    Pal-
estinian	
�     party	
�     in	
�     the	
�     conflict,	
�     which	
�     is	
�    
also declared by Egypt’s government as 

“terrorist,”	
�    was	
�    not	
�    consulted	
�    and	
�    only	
�    
learned about the proposal through the 

media. But, of course, Israel’s Benja-

min Netanyahu welcomed the Egyptian 

proposal; Palestinian Authority Presi-

dent Mahmoud Abbas, a main rival of 

Hamas,	
�    and	
�    a	
�    strong	
�    opponent	
�    of	
�    armed	
�    
resistance (and arguably, any form of 

Palestinian resistance, really) welcomed 

the	
�    “brotherly”	
�    Egyptian	
�    gesture;;	
�    other	
�    
Arab rulers rushed to commend Egypt’s 

Abdul Fatah Al-Sisi for his astute re-

gional leadership.

Of course, the whole exercise was a 

farce,	
�    meant	
�    to	
�    eventually	
�    blame	
�    Hamas	
�    

and the resistance in Gaza for refusing 

an	
�    end	
�    to	
�    the	
�    conflict	
�    (which	
�    they	
�    didn’t	
�    
start and were its ultimate victim), and 

to prop up Al-Sisi as the new icon of 

peace and moderation in the region; 

the	
�    kind	
�    of	
�    “strong	
�    man”	
�    with	
�    whom	
�    the	
�    
United States government liked to do 

business.

It all failed, of course, for one single 

reason: The Gaza resistance held its 

ground, costing Israel serious military 

losses, and igniting worldwide sympa-

thy and respect.

But no respect came from traditional 

Arab governments, of course, includ-

ing those who praise the legendary 

“sumoud”—steadfastness—of	
�     the	
�     Pal-
estinian people at every opportunity, 

speech and sermon. The renewed suc-

cess	
�     of	
�     Hamas,	
�     which	
�     arguably	
�     had	
�    
been fading away into oblivion after the 

overthrow of Egypt’s brotherhood, and 

the severing of ties with Damascus and 

Tehran, was puzzling, and immensely 

frustrating to these governments.

If	
�    Hamas	
�    survives	
�    the	
�    Gaza	
�    battle,	
�    the	
�    
resistance will promote its endurance 

before the Middle East’s supposedly 

strongest army as a victory. Netanyahu 

will suffer dire consequences at home. 

Ties	
�    between	
�    Hamas	
�    and	
�    Iran	
�    could	
�    be	
�    
renewed.	
�     The	
�     “resistance	
�     camp”	
�     could	
�    
once more rekindle. The moral victory 

for the Brotherhood and the moral de-

feat of Al-Sisi (and his prospected re-

gional role) would be astounding.

An alliance of sorts was founded be-

tween several Arab countries and Israel 

to ensure the demise of the resistance in 

Gaza—not just the resistance as an idea, 

and its practical expressions, but also its 

political manifestations as well, which 

are	
�     felt	
�     far	
�     and	
�    beyond	
�     the	
�     confines	
�    of	
�    
Gaza’s besieged borders.

Former Israel lobbyist and current 

vice president of the Brookings Institu-

tion in Washington, Martin Indyk, has 

an explanation. “There’s an ‘alignment 

of interests’ between nations that aren’t 

allies,	
�     yet	
�     have	
�     ‘common	
�     adversaries’,”	
�    
Indyk told Bloomberg. “As they see that 

the US is less engaged than it was be-

fore, it’s natural that they look to each 

other—quietly, under the table in most 

respects—to	
�     find	
�     a	
�     way	
�     to	
�     help	
�     each	
�    
other.”
Naturally,	
�    the	
�    latest	
�    round	
�    of	
�    ceasefire	
�    

talks in Cairo failed because the party 

that is hosting the talks deems the lead-

ing	
�    Palestinian	
�    resistance	
�    group	
�    Hamas	
�    
“terrorist”	
�    and	
�    would	
�    hate	
�    to	
�    see	
�    a	
�    sce-

nario in which Gaza prevails over Israel. 

If the resistance demand of ending the 

siege is met, especially the demand of 

reactivating the Gaza seaport and air-

port, Egypt would be denied a major 

leverage	
�    against	
�    Hamas,	
�    the	
�    resistance,	
�    
and the Palestinian people altogether.

And if the resistance wins—as in hold-

ing the Israeli military at bay, and achiev-

ing some of its demands—the political 

discourse of the Middle East is likely to 

change altogether, where the weak will, 

once again, dare challenge the strong 

by demanding reforms, democracy, and 

threatening resistance as a realistic way 

to achieve such objectives.

Interestingly,	
�     the	
�     Hamas	
�     victory	
�     in	
�    
the Palestinian Legislative Elections in 

2006 had revived the possibility of po-

litical Islam in achieving its goals via the 

ballot box, which was a harbinger of the 

rise of political Islam throughout the 

region	
�    following	
�    the	
�    “Arab	
�    Spring.”	
�    Any	
�    
victory for Palestinian resistance can 

also be considered equally as dangerous 

for those who want to maintain the sta-

tus quo throughout the region.

Some Arab rulers continue to declare 

their strong support of Palestine and 

its	
�     cause.	
�     “Operation	
�    Protective	
�    Edge,”	
�    
however, has exposed beyond a doubt 

that such solidarity is just a mere show 

of words; and that, although discretely, 

some Arabs wish to see Israel crush any 

semblance of Palestinian resistance, in 

Gaza and anywhere else.

Ramzy Baroud is a PhD scholar in 

People’s History at the University of 

Exeter. He is the managing editor of 

Middle East Eye. Baroud is an interna-

tionally-syndicated columnist, a media 

consultant, an author, and the founder 

of PalestineChronicle.com. His lat-

est book is My Father Was a Freedom 

Fighter: Gaza’s Untold Story (Pluto 

Press, London). 
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PALM YEMEN
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Job Vacancies Announcement
PALM	
�    YEMEN-Sana’a	
�    a	
�    leading	
�    company	
�    for	
�    General	
�    Services	
�    and	
�    Consultancy	
�    is	
�    looking	
�    for	
�    qualified	
�    Candidates	
�    who	
�    are	
�    able	
�    to	
�    ensure	
�    hotel	
�    services	
�    
standards	
�    are	
�    achieved	
�     in	
�    all	
�    departments.	
�    PALM	
�    YEMEN	
�    provides	
�    a	
�    good	
�    salary	
�    and	
�    benefits	
�    package.	
�    Professional	
�    experience	
�     in	
�    Administration,	
�    
facility	
�    operations	
�    and	
�    maintenance	
�    is	
�    the	
�    most	
�    critical	
�    selection	
�    factors	
�    for	
�    all	
�    of	
�    the	
�    positions.	
�    Inter	
�    personal	
�    skills,	
�    time	
�    management	
�    and	
�    Fluency	
�    in	
�    
English	
�    are	
�    also	
�    a	
�    positive	
�    selection	
�    factors.

MONTHLY 
SALARY

DESCRIPTIONPOSITION

$2,500
US Dollar
(Gross)

The	
�    Assistant	
�    Controller	
�    shall	
�    work	
�    with	
�    Controller	
�    to	
�    ensure	
�    that	
�    all	
�    financial	
�    transactions	
�    that	
�    occur	
�    by	
�    the	
�    
vendors	
�    and	
�    subcontractors	
�    are	
�    completed	
�    and	
�    properly	
�    accounted	
�    for	
�    in	
�    the	
�    financial	
�    system.	
�    They	
�    will	
�    assist	
�    
in	
�    coordinating	
�    the	
�    flow	
�    of	
�    all	
�    costs	
�    obligated.	
�    They	
�    will	
�    assist	
�    in	
�    ensuring	
�    that	
�    all	
�    staff	
�    members	
�    are	
�    properly	
�    
paid	
�    and	
�    that	
�    subcontractor	
�    vendors	
�    are	
�    paid	
�    in	
�    a	
�    timely	
�    manner	
�    including	
�    any	
�    taxes	
�    or	
�    fees	
�    associated	
�    with	
�    
those	
�    wages.	
�    Assistant	
�    Controller	
�    will	
�    work	
�    with	
�    Controller	
�    in	
�    managing	
�    and	
�    reconciling	
�    petty	
�    cash	
�    and	
�    en-
suring	
�    purchasing	
�    agents	
�    have	
�    sufficient	
�    cash	
�    to	
�    carry	
�    out	
�    their	
�    duties.	
�    	
�    Above	
�    all	
�    tasks	
�    assigned,	
�    they	
�    must	
�    
ensure	
�    that	
�    all	
�    financials	
�    activities	
�    transacted	
�    in	
�    Yemen	
�    are	
�    competed	
�    within	
�    the	
�    guidelines	
�    of	
�    the	
�    country	
�    and	
�    
with	
�    the	
�    highest	
�    quality	
�    and	
�    business	
�    ethics.	
�    Ensure	
�    that	
�    all	
�    company	
�    bank	
�    accounts	
�    and	
�    balance	
�    sheet	
�    ac-
counts	
�    have	
�    been	
�    reconciled	
�    monthly.	
�    Check	
�    Income	
�    statement	
�    on	
�    a	
�    monthly	
�    basis	
�    for	
�    reasonableness	
�    and	
�    
accuracy.	
�    	
�    Review	
�    all	
�    income	
�    statement	
�    GL	
�    detail	
�    accounts/job	
�    cost	
�    detail	
�    reports	
�    for	
�    compliance	
�    to	
�    ensure	
�    
costs	
�    have	
�    been	
�    recorded	
�    accurately	
�    to	
�    the	
�    correct	
�    accounts.	
�    	
�    Review	
�    the	
�    financial	
�    statements	
�    monthly	
�    with	
�    
Controller.	
�    	
�    Assist	
�    in	
�    yearend	
�    audits	
�    and	
�    can	
�    speak	
�    English	
�    fluently,	
�    Five	
�    years’	
�    work	
�    experience	
�    and	
�    Bachelor	
�    
degree	
�    in	
�    Accounting.	
�    All	
�    other	
�    duties	
�    as	
�    assigned	
�    by	
�    manager	
�    or	
�    supervisor.

Assistant 
Controller

$600
US Dollar
(Gross)

Senior-level	
�     security	
�    professional	
�    who	
�    understands	
�    Yemini	
�     culture,	
�     can	
�    speak	
�     the	
�     language,	
�    has	
�    existing	
�    
contacts	
�    /	
�    can	
�    create	
�    new	
�    contacts	
�    within	
�    Yemen’s	
�    various	
�    governmental	
�    organizations	
�    in	
�    order	
�    to	
�    conduct	
�    
liaison	
�    and	
�    obtain	
�    timely	
�    and	
�    useful	
�    information	
�    in	
�    matters	
�    pertaining	
�    to	
�    the	
�    security	
�    of	
�    Palm	
�    Yemen	
�    Staff.	
�    Can	
�    
communicate	
�    effectively	
�    with	
�    local	
�    and	
�    foreign	
�    staff,	
�    colleagues	
�    and	
�    counterparts.	
�    All	
�    other	
�    duties	
�    as	
�    assigned	
�    
by	
�    a	
�    manager	
�    or	
�    supervisor.

Physical 
Security 
and Safety 
Manager

$400
US Dollar
(Gross)

Perform	
�    in	
�    a	
�    pleasant,	
�    professional,	
�    and	
�    efficient	
�    manner,	
�    a	
�    combination	
�    of	
�    duties	
�    mainly	
�    related,	
�    but	
�    not	
�    lim-
ited	
�    to,	
�    check-in	
�    and	
�    checkout	
�    of	
�    guests	
�    which	
�    contributes	
�    to	
�    an	
�    overall	
�    positive	
�    experience.	
�    Greets,	
�    registers,	
�    
and	
�    assigns	
�    rooms	
�    to	
�    guests.	
�    Issues	
�    room	
�    key	
�    and	
�    escort	
�    instructions	
�    to	
�    Bell	
�    person	
�    or	
�    directly	
�    to	
�    guest	
�    as	
�    
appropriate.	
�    Transmits	
�    and	
�    receives	
�    messages	
�    using	
�    equipment	
�    such	
�    as	
�    telephone,	
�    fax,	
�    and	
�    switchboard.	
�    
Answers	
�    inquiries	
�    pertaining	
�    to	
�    hotel	
�    services,	
�    registration	
�    of	
�    guests	
�    and	
�    shopping,	
�    dining,	
�    entertainment	
�    and	
�    
travel	
�    directions.	
�    Keeps	
�    records	
�    of	
�    room	
�    availability	
�    and	
�    guests’	
�    accounts.	
�    All	
�    other	
�    duties	
�    as	
�    assigned	
�    by	
�    a	
�    
manager	
�    or	
�    supervisor.

Lady 
Receptionist

$410
US Dollar
(Gross)

Presents	
�    menu,	
�     answers	
�     questions	
�     and	
�    makes	
�     suggestions	
�     regarding	
�     food	
�    and	
�     service.	
�    Writes	
�     order	
�     on	
�    
check	
�    or	
�    memorizes	
�    it.	
�    Relays	
�    and/or	
�    enters	
�    order	
�    into	
�    POS	
�    system	
�    for	
�    the	
�    kitchen	
�    and	
�    serves	
�    courses	
�    from	
�    
kitchen	
�    and	
�    service	
�    bars.	
�    Observes	
�    guest	
�     to	
�     fulfill	
�    any	
�    additional	
�     request	
�    and	
�     to	
�    perceive	
�    when	
�    meal	
�    has	
�    
been	
�    completed.	
�    Totals	
�    bill	
�    and	
�    accepts	
�    payment	
�    or	
�    refers	
�    patron	
�    to	
�    cashier.	
�    May	
�    ladle	
�    soup,	
�    toss	
�    salads,	
�    
portion	
�    pies,	
�    and	
�    desserts,	
�    brew	
�    coffee,	
�    and	
�    perform	
�    other	
�    services	
�    as	
�    determined	
�    by	
�    establishment	
�    size	
�    and	
�    
practice.	
�    May	
�    clear	
�    and	
�    reset	
�    counters	
�    or	
�    table	
�    at	
�    conclusion	
�    of	
�    each	
�    course.	
�    All	
�    other	
�    duties	
�    as	
�    assigned	
�    by	
�    
a	
�    manager	
�    or	
�    supervisor.

Hospitality 
Support 
Specialist 
(Waitress)

$410
US Dollar
(Gross)

Compiles	
�    and	
�    maintains	
�    records	
�    of	
�    quantity,	
�    type,	
�    and	
�    value	
�    of	
�    assets,	
�    material,	
�    equipment,	
�    merchandise,	
�    
or	
�    supplies	
�    stocked	
�     in	
�    an	
�    establishment:	
�    Counts	
�    assets,	
�    material,	
�    equipment,	
�    merchandise,	
�    or	
�    supplies	
�     in	
�    
house	
�    and	
�    posts	
�    totals	
�    to	
�    inventory	
�    records,	
�    manually	
�    or	
�    using	
�    a	
�    computer	
�    database.	
�    	
�    Proper	
�    control	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
physical	
�    inventory	
�    will	
�    add	
�    to	
�    a	
�    positive	
�    guest	
�    and	
�    staff	
�    experience.	
�    	
�    All	
�    other	
�    duties	
�    as	
�    assigned	
�    by	
�    a	
�    manager	
�    
or	
�    supervisor.

Inventory 
Specialist

$650
US Dollar
(Gross)

A	
�    human	
�    resource	
�    coordinator	
�    is	
�    an	
�    executive	
�    responsible	
�    for	
�    carrying	
�    out	
�    several	
�    tasks	
�    related	
�    to	
�    adminis-
tration.	
�    He/	
�    She	
�    is	
�    a	
�    coordinator	
�    for	
�    all	
�    important	
�    functions	
�    such	
�    as	
�    hiring	
�    and	
�    recruiting,	
�    and	
�    development,	
�    
maintaining	
�    employee	
�     records,	
�    etc.	
�    Generally,	
�     the	
�    coordinator	
�    works	
�    under	
�     the	
�    supervision	
�    of	
�     the	
�    human	
�    
resource	
�    director.	
�    The	
�    coordinator	
�    is	
�    also	
�    responsible	
�    for	
�    consulting	
�    with	
�    managers	
�    and	
�    supervisors	
�    about	
�    
company	
�    policies	
�    and	
�    procedures.	
�    The	
�    coordinator	
�    helps	
�    employees	
�    and	
�    their	
�    managers	
�    in	
�    performance	
�    and	
�    
disciplinary	
�    matters.	
�    He/	
�    She	
�    may	
�    even	
�    propose	
�    and	
�    develop	
�    a	
�    set	
�    of	
�    rules	
�    that	
�    would	
�    monitor	
�    the	
�    discipline	
�    
and	
�    work	
�    of	
�    workers.	
�    The	
�    job	
�    also	
�    includes	
�    consulting	
�    with	
�    practice	
�    managers	
�    regarding	
�    employee	
�    turnover,	
�    
absenteeism,	
�    changes	
�    in	
�    work	
�    settings,	
�    employee	
�    motivation	
�    and	
�    recognition,	
�    and	
�    other	
�    employee-related	
�    
aspects.	
�    His/her	
�     responsibility	
�    also	
�     includes	
�    assessing,	
�     sieving,	
�    and	
�     interviewing	
�    candidates	
�     for	
�    available	
�    
positions;;	
�    and	
�    making	
�    referrals	
�    of	
�    well-qualified	
�    and	
�    skillful	
�    applicants	
�    to	
�    the	
�    respective	
�    department	
�    manag-
ers.	
�    Other	
�    tasks	
�    assigned	
�    to	
�    him/her	
�    include	
�    carrying	
�    out	
�    field	
�    interview	
�    campaigns	
�    and	
�    advertising,	
�    arranging	
�    
for	
�    all	
�    essentials	
�    needed	
�    for	
�    the	
�    recruitment	
�    drive,	
�    coordinating	
�    work	
�    with	
�    other	
�    staff	
�    members,	
�    determining	
�    
employee	
�    performance	
�    appraisals	
�    and	
�    developing	
�    plans	
�    and	
�    strategies	
�    for	
�    recruitment.	
�    All	
�    other	
�    duties	
�    as	
�    
assigned	
�    by	
�    a	
�    manager	
�    or	
�    supervisor.

Human 
Resource 
Coordinator

Interested	
�    Qualified	
�    applicants	
�    can	
�    send	
�    CV	
�    to	
�    hr.recruiter@palmyemen.com
Deadline: 15 days after the date of published.

  

Vacancy Announcement
Vacancy Notice No.: UNFPA/FTA/2014/01
Post Title: Programme	
�    Associate
Contract Type: Fixed	
�    Term	
�    Appointment
Post Level: GS-6
Duty Station: UNFPA	
�    Country	
�    Office,	
�    Sana’a
Duration: One	
�    year	
�    initially	
�    with	
�    possibility	
�    for	
�    renewal	
�    subject	
�    to	
�    satisfactory	
�    performance

Job Purpose
Under	
�    the	
�    direct	
�    supervision	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Assistant	
�    Representative,	
�    the	
�    Programme	
�    Associate	
�    supports	
�    the	
�    design,	
�    planning	
�    and	
�    management	
�    of	
�    
UNFPA’s	
�     country	
�     programme	
�    by	
�    providing	
�    and	
�    managing	
�    data	
�     inputs,	
�     providing	
�     logistical	
�     support,	
�    monitoring	
�    project	
�     implementation	
�    and	
�    
following	
�    up	
�    on	
�     recommendations.	
�    The	
�    Programme	
�    Associate	
�    applies	
�    established	
�    systems	
�    and	
�    procedures	
�    and	
�    assists	
�     in	
�     the	
�    creation	
�    of	
�    
substantive	
�    knowledge	
�    by	
�    compiling,	
�    synthesizing	
�    and	
�    analyzing	
�     information	
�     relevant	
�     to	
�    population	
�    and	
�    development,	
�     reproductive	
�    health	
�    
and	
�    gender	
�    issues.	
�    S/he	
�    is	
�    instrumental	
�    in	
�    facilitating	
�    programme/	
�    project	
�    implementation	
�    using	
�    and	
�    developing	
�    appropriate	
�    mechanisms	
�    and	
�    
systems	
�    and	
�    ensuring	
�    compliance	
�    with	
�    established	
�    procedures.

Duties and Responsibilities:
In	
�     coordination	
�     with	
�     national	
�     counterparts	
�     and	
�     project	
�     personnel,	
�     guides	
�     routine	
�     implementation	
�     of	
�     assigned	
�     projects,	
�     coordinating	
�    •	
�    
delivery	
�    of	
�    project	
�    inputs,	
�    ensuring	
�    participation	
�    of	
�    national	
�    counterparts	
�    in	
�    training	
�    activities	
�    and	
�    study	
�    tours.
Provides	
�     logistical	
�    support	
�     to	
�    projects	
�    by	
�    coordinating	
�     review	
�    meetings	
�    and	
�    other	
�    project	
�     related	
�    workshops	
�    and	
�    events.	
�    Trains	
�    and	
�    •	
�    
guides	
�    project	
�    personnel	
�    and	
�    staff	
�    on	
�    national	
�    execution	
�    and	
�    programme	
�    policies	
�    and	
�    procedures.
Contributes	
�    to	
�    creation	
�    and	
�    sharing	
�    of	
�    knowledge	
�    by	
�    synthesizing	
�    and	
�    documenting	
�    findings	
�    and	
�    lessons	
�    learned,	
�    success	
�    stories	
�    and	
�    •	
�    
best	
�    practices,	
�    strategies	
�    and	
�    approaches	
�    of	
�    the	
�    CO,	
�    and	
�    drafting	
�    relevant	
�    materials	
�    for	
�    dissemination.
Supports	
�    monitoring	
�    of	
�    project	
�    and	
�    programme	
�    activities,	
�    conducting	
�    field	
�    visits,	
�    and	
�    preparing	
�    regular	
�    inputs	
�    to	
�    status	
�    and	
�    progress	
�    reports.	
�    •	
�    
Analyzes	
�    basic	
�    factors	
�    affecting	
�    the	
�    achievement	
�    of	
�    results,	
�    recommends	
�    corrective	
�    actions	
�    and	
�    follows	
�    up	
�    on	
�    recommendations.
Supports	
�    advocacy	
�    and	
�    resource	
�    mobilization	
�    efforts	
�    of	
�    the	
�    CO	
�    by	
�    compiling	
�    and	
�    synthesizing	
�    relevant	
�    background	
�    material	
�    for	
�    use	
�    in	
�    •	
�    
discussions	
�    and	
�    public	
�    events.	
�    Provides	
�    assistance	
�    in	
�    organizing	
�    and	
�    conducting	
�    donor	
�    meetings	
�    and	
�    public	
�    information	
�    events.
Drafts	
�    correspondences	
�    and	
�    translation	
�    of	
�    relevant	
�    documents.	
�    Liaises	
�    constantly	
�    with	
�    the	
�    Operations	
�    Unit	
�    for	
�    the	
�    inputs	
�    and	
�    appropriate	
�    •	
�    
programme/project	
�    implementation.
Processes	
�    mandatory	
�    and	
�    budgetary	
�    revisions,	
�    analyzes	
�    data	
�    from	
�    project	
�    delivery	
�    reports;;	
�    compares	
�    with	
�    the	
�    official	
�    data;;	
�    maintains	
�    •	
�    
documents	
�    and	
�    work	
�    plans	
�    for	
�    the	
�    monitoring	
�    of	
�    project	
�    implementation,	
�    files	
�    data	
�    and	
�    information	
�    for	
�    easy	
�    follow-up.
Prepares	
�    together	
�    with	
�    NPOs	
�    financial	
�    estimates	
�    and	
�    reflects	
�    them	
�    in	
�    budgets;;	
�    monitors	
�    expenditures;;•	
�    
Processes	
�    the	
�    closure	
�    of	
�    financially	
�    and	
�    operationally	
�    completed	
�    programmes/projects.•	
�    
Takes	
�    proactive	
�     role	
�     in	
�    planning	
�    and	
�    contributes	
�     to	
�    programme	
�    and	
�    office	
�    portfolio-related	
�    advocacy.	
�    events	
�     (workshops),	
�     including	
�    •	
�    
preparation	
�    of	
�    inputs	
�    for	
�    the	
�    CO	
�    website,	
�    brochure	
�    and	
�    periodic	
�    newsletters.
Any	
�    other	
�    tasks	
�    assigned	
�    by	
�    the	
�    management	
�    relevant	
�    to	
�    the	
�    job	
�    portfolio.	
�    •	
�    

Minimum	
�    Qualifications

University	
�    degree	
�    in	
�    development,	
�    social	
�    science;;	
�    management	
�    or	
�    any	
�    other	
�    relevant	
�    fields.	
�    	
�    •	
�    
Extended	
�    experience	
�    (3	
�    Years)	
�    in	
�    programme/project	
�    management	
�    and	
�    development	
�    issues	
�    at	
�    the	
�    national	
�    or	
�    international	
�    level.•	
�    
Excellent	
�    knowledge	
�    of	
�    computer	
�    and	
�    Internet	
�    use	
�    including	
�    mastery	
�    of	
�    word	
�    processing.•	
�    
Excellent	
�    drafting	
�    and	
�    communication	
�    skills.•	
�    
Good	
�    knowledge	
�    of	
�    	
�    	
�    English	
�    Language.•	
�    
Knowledge	
�    of	
�    Arabic	
�    language	
�    is	
�    required	
�    •	
�    

Required Competencies 
Values:•	
�     	
�    Integrity,	
�    commitment,	
�    embracing	
�    diversity,	
�    embracing	
�    change.
Core Competencies:•	
�     	
�    Achieving	
�    results,	
�    accountability,	
�    developing	
�    and	
�    applying	
�    professional	
�    expertise,	
�    analytical	
�    and	
�    strategic	
�    thinking,	
�    
working	
�    in	
�    teams,	
�    communicating	
�    for	
�    impact.
Required skills set:•	
�     	
�    Providing	
�    a	
�    technical	
�    support	
�    system;;	
�    facilitating	
�    quality	
�    programmatic	
�    results;;	
�    providing	
�    logistical	
�    support;;	
�    managing	
�    
documents	
�    correspondence	
�    and	
�    reports;;	
�    managing	
�    information	
�    and	
�    work	
�    flow;;	
�    planning,	
�    organizing	
�    and	
�    multitasking;;	
�    supporting	
�    financial	
�    
data	
�    analysis.

UNFPA	
�    offers	
�    an	
�    attractive	
�    compensation	
�    package	
�    commensurate	
�    with	
�    qualifications	
�    and	
�    work	
�    experience.	
�    UNFPA	
�    offers	
�    
equal	
�    opportunities	
�    however	
�    qualified	
�    females	
�    are	
�    strongly	
�    encouraged	
�    to	
�    apply.	
�    This	
�    post	
�    is	
�    open	
�    to	
�    applicants	
�    of	
�    Yemen	
�    
nationality	
�    only.

Please	
�    send	
�    your	
�    application	
�    quoting	
�    the	
�    vacancy	
�    number	
�    with	
�    covering	
�    letter	
�    including	
�    P11	
�    FORM	
�    which	
�    can	
�    be	
�    downloaded	
�    
from	
�    the	
�    below	
�    link:	
�    http://yemen.unfpa.org/P11.doc	
�    to	
�    Vacancies.yemen@unfpa.org	
�    or	
�    to	
�    UNFPA	
�    Address	
�    below:

	
�     	
�     UNFPA	
�    Faj	
�    Attan	
�    behind	
�    Alwi	
�    al-Salami	
�    residence
	
�     	
�     P.O.	
�    Box	
�    7272,	
�    Sana’a

Deadline	
�    for	
�    applications:	
�    11 September 2014.
Please	
�    note	
�    that	
�    only	
�    short	
�    listed	
�    candidates	
�    will	
�    be	
�    considered	
�    and	
�    notified.
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A s the world’s atten-
tion was riveted on 
the lightening con-
quests of the Islamic 
State in Iraq, Yemen’s 

Houthi movement made an equal-
ly stunning but largely unnoticed 
military advance on Amran gov-
ernorate and captured the provin-
cial capital, Amran, in July. The 
fall of Amran has extraordinary 
political	
�     significance:	
�     The	
�    Houthi	
�    
advance dislodged the Al-Ahmar 
family’s grip on the leadership of 
the Hashid tribal confederation, 
a central political pillar of the 
Yemeni Republic since 1962, and 
threatens the survival of the Islah 
Party itself.

During the capture of Amran, 
the Houthis destroyed the 310th 
Armored Brigade, which was al-
lied with General Ali Mohsen, who, 
along with the Al-Ahmar family 
and a group of Muslim Brother-
hood leaders, are the heart of the 
Islah Party.

The fall of Amran is even more 
stunning in light of what appears 
to be complicity by President Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi. Since Janu-
ary,	
�     Houthi	
�     fighters	
�     have	
�     been	
�    
making steady progress on the 
ground, alternatively buying and 
coercing new tribal alliances, de-
feating military units, and stra-
tegically using the politics of the 
transitional period in Yemen. The 
Houthi movement was party to Ye-
men’s famous National Dialogue 
Conference and it is included in 
formal political discussions about 
the future of Yemen. Over the last 
six	
�     months,	
�     a	
�     pattern	
�     emerged:	
�    
Houthi	
�    fighters	
�    would	
�    make	
�    incur-
sions into new territory, President 
Hadi would send a delegation to 

negotiate a settlement, and the 
Houthi leadership would exploit 
the settlement to advance fur-
ther its control of northern Ye-
men. President Hadi appears to 
be allowing the Houthi advances 
to hurt the Islah Party as part of 
a	
�    major	
�    reshuffling	
�    of	
�    the	
�    political	
�    
landscape in Yemen.

Abdul Wahab Al-Anisi, secretary 
general of the Islah Party, argued 
that the Houthi advance was due 
either to incompetence in the mili-
tary under President Hadi or to 
treason. Most observers acknowl-
edge that the Yemeni military is so 
riddled with internal divisions that 
a coherent command structure is 
impossible to maintain. However, 
the	
�    events	
�    in	
�    the	
�    final	
�    hours	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
fall of Amran suggest not simply 
chaotic military incompetence 
but rather a quite intentional and 
planned shift in power within the 
Yemeni military and politics. 

For weeks the Houthis had been 
battling Yemeni military and Islah-
supporting	
�     tribal	
�     fighters	
�     around	
�    
Amran in order to control the main 
entrances to the city. Hadi repeat-
edly	
�     brokered	
�     one	
�     ceasefire	
�     after	
�    
another, all of which were violated 
by	
�    Houthi	
�     fighters	
�    without	
�     reper-
cussions and all of which gave them 
further military advantage. On 
July 8, 2014, the military planned 
a major operation to clean the city 
of	
�    Houthi	
�    fighters	
�    at	
�    the	
�    same	
�    time	
�    
as	
�     President	
�     Hadi’s	
�     security	
�     offi-
cials were in negotiation with the 
Houthi leadership to broker yet 
another	
�     ceasefire.	
�    An	
�     agreement	
�    
was	
�     reached	
�     to	
�     stop	
�     the	
�     fighting	
�    
and turn Amran’s main military 
base over to a police force until a 
new unit of the Yemeni military 
could replace the current unit. The 
Houthi	
�    fighters	
�    had	
�    achieved	
�    their	
�    
objective—removal of Yemeni mil-
itary units allied with Islah.

The reinforcements from Sana’a 

were ordered to return to barracks, 
and inside Amran itself, General 
Al-Qushaibi gave orders for his 
men to withdraw. However, the 
Houthi	
�    fighters	
�     took	
�    advantage	
�    of	
�    
the	
�     ceasefire	
�     and	
�    poured	
�     into	
�     the	
�    
city. Apparently, after assistance 
from Hashid tribes allied with for-
mer	
�    President	
�    Saleh,	
�    Houthi	
�    fight-
ers burst into the headquarters of 
the 310th Armored Brigade and 
executed General Al-Qushaibi, 
a close associate of Ali Mohsen. 
The killing of Al-Qushaibi was in 
part a revenge killing for the death 
several years earlier of Hussein Al-
Houthi, brother of the current Al-
Houthi leader, Abdulmalik, and a 
stark message to Ali Mohsen that 
the Houthi militants were in easy 
striking range. 

The Houthi leadership claims its 
offensive is not against the Yemeni 
military and state, but against ele-
ments that are acting on partisan 
rather than national interests. This 
is a thinly veiled reference to sup-
porters of Islah, which the Houthi 
leadership sees as its main enemy 
in the north. 

President Hadi has consistently 
maintained that no legitimate 
group need resort to arms be-
cause the new Yemeni state allows 
all Yemenis to achieve their goals 
through a peaceful political pro-
cess. Hadi’s words are directed 
toward the Houthi movement and 
Al-Qaeda, the two organizations in 
Yemen challenging the state with 
force of arms, although Al-Qaeda 
does not have anywhere near the 
capabilities of Ansar Allah, the 
Houthi organization. 

Nevertheless, President Hadi did 
not appear too upset with the col-
lapse of the Al-Ahmar leadership 
of Hashid and the reversals of Ali 
Mohsen’s military units, and in-
comprehensibly,	
�     the	
�    Houthi	
�    fight-
ers were able to leave Amran with 

the weapons of an entire armored 
brigade without resistance. Presi-
dent Hadi toured the city shortly 
with a large contingent of the gov-
ernment cabinet, promising to re-
build physical infrastructure and 
restore state institutions, as if to 
say that all is well now.  

Meanwhile in Sana’a, Ali Mohs-
en very publically presided over 
the return to Sana’a and burial of 
the body of Al-Qushaibi. President 
Hadi was absent from the ceremo-
nies, even though Al-Qushaibi was 
a long serving, high-ranking mili-
tary commander. What is clear is 
that the Islah Party, which had 
been poised to take a commanding 
electoral victory in Yemen’s post-
transition elections, is now strug-
gling to survive.

What is even more extraordi-
nary about these events is that Is-
lah was, in many ways, the heart 
of	
�     Saudi	
�     influence	
�     in	
�     Yemen.	
�    The	
�    
foundations of Islah lie in the Sau-
di spread of Wahhabism in Yemen 
and	
�     the	
�     Saudi	
�     fight	
�     against	
�     com-
munism on the Arabian Peninsu-
la in the 1970s and 1980s. In the 
2000s, Islah was Saudi’s front line 
against the Houthi movement be-
cause the Saudis saw the Houthis 
as a new Hezbollah, Iranian mili-
tary and political power located 
on Saudi Arabia’s vulnerable back 
door. Suddenly, Saudi Arabia put 
Islah on the list of terrorist organi-
zations:	
�    Islah	
�    contains	
�    an	
�    element	
�    
of the Muslim Brotherhood that 
the Saudis see as an enemy in the 
region, and the US-backed Presi-
dent Hadi allows Iranian-backed 
Houthis to make military and po-
litical gains in Amran.

The Gulf Initiative that allowed 
Yemen’s elites to back away from 
civil war in 2011 was in many ways 
an elite pact that allowed Islah 
a much larger role in ruling the 
country. In 2012, when the Gulf 

Initiative took effect, the transi-
tional government was effectively 
half Islah and half General Peo-
ple’s Congress, the party of for-
mer President Saleh. The military 
events in Amran indicate that the 
balance of power on the ground in 
Yemen is shifting, and the regional 
politics—Saudi and American fears 
of Al-Qaeda and Iranian hands in 

Yemen—seem also to have shift-
ed. Islah appears to be the loser in 
the	
�     current	
�     reshuffling	
�    of	
�     the	
�    po-
litical deck, but the new winners 
have yet to show their faces.

Charles Schmitz is a scholar at the 
Middle East Institute and an as-
sociate professor of geography at 
Towson University.

The fall of Amran and the future of the Islah Party in Yemen

REQUIRED
An	
�    experienced	
�    SECRETARY/
PERSONAL ASSISTANT	
�    to	
�    CEO	
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a	
�    
leading	
�    group	
�    of	
�    companies.	
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Applicants	
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�   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�   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�   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with	
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�   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�   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�   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�   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�    and	
�    
administrative	
�   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�   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�   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�    is	
�   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Office)
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Republic of Yemen

Public Finance Modernization Project (PFMP)

General Procurement Notice for

Expression of Interest for the consultancy of

Public Procurement System Assessment # 11/C3.3/CS/IC/ /PFMP-AF/15

(Individual Consultant)

Grant No. (H8470).

Introduction1. 

The Government of Yemen under the Public Finance Modernization Project (PFMP) has received a grant from the International 

Development Association (IDA) and intends to use part of the grant’s proceeds to pay, for the consultation work required to assess 

the existing public procurement system in Yemen and train HATC staff on monitoring and evaluation process in order to assess 

the impact of reforms initiative and detect problems of reform and take the remedial action.

Background2. 

The Government of the Republic of Yemen has adopted the National Reform Agenda (NRA). Procurement reform process started 

in 2006 with the help of many donor organisations In the legislative reform context, a new National Procurement Law (NPL) No 

(23) for the year 2007 was adopted in August 2007. Efforts were made during the preparation of the new law by the Government 

Officials,	
�    World	
�    Bank,	
�    and	
�    other	
�    funding	
�    institutions	
�    to	
�    bring	
�    up	
�    the	
�    NPL	
�    provisions	
�    to	
�    a	
�    level	
�    compatible	
�    to	
�    the	
�    international	
�    pro-

curement	
�    practices.	
�    Moreover,	
�    the	
�    Executive	
�    By-Law	
�    (EBL)	
�    was	
�    also	
�    issued	
�    in	
�    2009	
�    to	
�    supplement	
�    the	
�    NPL	
�    and	
�    establish	
�    the	
�    de-

tailed procurement process. Further development were also achieved in the legal, organisational, and transparency and integrity 

of the system, including preparation of procurement manuals, standard bidding documents, re-establishment of the High Tender 

Board	
�    (HTB)	
�    and	
�    Tender	
�    Committees	
�    (TCs)	
�    in	
�    more	
�    autonomous	
�    and	
�    transparent	
�    criterion,	
�    and	
�    capacity	
�    building	
�    and	
�    training.	
�    
Some	
�    new	
�    organizations	
�    were	
�    also	
�    established	
�    to	
�    monitor	
�    and	
�    supervise	
�    the	
�    procurement	
�    process,	
�    and	
�    fighting	
�    corruption	
�    i.e.	
�    the	
�    
High Authority for Tender Control (HATC), and Supreme National Authority to Combat Corruption (SNACC).

Although the completed reforms are seen to have contributed to the development of the public procurement systems in Yemen, 

yet institutional strengthening, capacity building, legislative improvement, technological development, public sector development, 

and integrity enhancement should take place in the years to come to ensure soundness and sustainability of the system. Consid-

ering these challenges, a lot of efforts and funding will be required to bring up the system to the desired level.

Mainly for any future development i the assessment of the current status of the system elements, benchmarking the system 

against well-established indicators, and establishing a tool for future assessments against these indicators to identify the progress 

made and identify the gabs which need to be bridged.

The current consultancy services aim at addressing this requirement through recruitment of an independent consultant who will 

establish the benchmarking of the system and develop the appropriate tool for future monitoring and evaluation.

The consulting service is also part of HATC capacity building to ensure the enforcement of the law; it aims at improving the existing 

public procurement system in Yemen,

Objectives3. 

The main objective of the consultancy services under consideration is to assess the existing public procurement system in Yemen 

and train HATC staff on the process to enable HATC conduct future monitoring and evaluation to assess the impact of any reform 

initiatives and detect problems of reform so that remedial action could be taken.

Deliverables:4. 

The consultant shall submit the following reports in English and Arabic:

1. An inception report that includes a well-timed work plan for subsequent deliverables.

2.	
�    Preliminary	
�    Assessment	
�    Report	
�    on	
�    the	
�    findings	
�    of	
�    the	
�    overall	
�    assessment	
�    of	
�    the	
�    PPS.
3. Final Assessment Report incorporating Client’s comments on the preliminary Assessment Report.

Qualifications	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Consultant	
�    and	
�    Personnel.5. 

The	
�    consultant	
�    should	
�    be	
�    a	
�    professional	
�    qualified	
�    procurement	
�    specialist	
�    with	
�     the	
�     following	
�    minimum	
�    qualifications	
�    and	
�    
experiences:

Have	
�    an	
�    advanced	
�    degree	
�    in	
�    Business,	
�    Law,	
�    engineering	
�    or	
�    any	
�    other	
�    relevant	
�    major;;•	
�    
At least 15 years of experience in procurement•	
�    
Excellent knowledge of public procurement system assessments according to internationally•	
�    
recognized standards;•	
�    
In-depth knowledge and hands-on experience in public procurement systems.•	
�    
Previous consulting services experience•	
�    
Fluency	
�    in	
�    Arabic	
�    for	
�    verbal	
�    and	
�    written	
�    communication,	
�    English	
�    language	
�    proficiency	
�    will	
�    be	
�    a	
�    plus.•	
�    

The	
�    Consultant	
�    will	
�    be	
�    selected	
�    in	
�    accordance	
�    with	
�    the	
�    procedures	
�    set	
�    out	
�    in	
�    the	
�    World	
�    Bank's	
�    Guidelines:	
�    "Selection	
�    and	
�    Employ-
ment	
�    of	
�    Consultants	
�    by	
�    World	
�    Bank	
�    Borrowers,	
�    May	
�    2004	
�    (revised	
�    October	
�    2006,	
�    &	
�    May	
�    2010)."
Interested consultant may obtain further information at the address below or send an email to the e-mail address;

procuremnt@pfmpyemen.org. Expressions of interest accompanied with the supporting documents must be delivered t o the 

below	
�    address	
�    by	
�    11/09/2014.

Mr.	
�    Othman	
�    Alsefyani

Executive Director

Public	
�    Finance	
�    Modernization	
�    Project(PFMP)

Abu	
�    Dhabi	
�    St,	
�    Sana’a.

P.O.	
�    Box:	
�    5823/4

Tel:	
�    [+967-1	
�    504168]	
�    	
�     Fax:	
�    [+967-1	
�    243038]
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 PART 12

Book review and extracts
Nadia Al-Sakkaf

The cover page shows an old man with an 
apprehensive look in his eyes, half-smiling 
as he hands you a bunch of qat leaves. In 
the background there is a wild-eyed teen-
age boy, cheeks swollen from the qat that 
fills	
�    them,	
�    peering	
�    into	
�    the	
�    camera.	
�    

This 862 page hard-cover book pub-
lished by Reichert Publications is a weap-

on in all senses of the word. Besides docu-
menting the ever growing role qat plays in 
Yemen and in the life of Yemenis, the book 
also analyses Yemen’s qat policy, the tribal 
qat economy, and the qat connections of 
our decision makers. 

I had this huge publication lying by my 
bedside for months before I summoned 
the courage to pick it up and start reading. 
This was not only due to its intimidating 
size, but probably even more so due to its 

topic. Qat, and the political and economic 
schemes around it, were to me as a Yemeni 
always a well-known problem. I just was 
too afraid to read for myself and acknowl-
edge how I as a citizen am part of a society 
that enables this culture of qat.

I don’t chew Qat and personally I am 
ardently opposed to it. But I live in a so-
ciety where Qat prevails. After years of 
research, Peer Gatter, the author of  this 
book, published it in 2012, offering to the 

world an insight into this drug and what it 
has done to my country. Gatter was work-
ing for many years for the World Bank and 
UNDP in Yemen and is now heading the 
Integrated Expert Program for Afghani-
stan of the German Development Coop-
eration (GIZ-CIM).

To read more about the book go to  
www.qat-yemen.com

Politics of Qat: The Role of a Drug in Ruling Yemen
By Peer Gatter

The long awaited conference on qat-2002
I n order to gain control over 

the qat debate, the govern-
ment decided to hold a “First 
National Conference on Qat” 
on rather short notice. In its 

Order No. 43 of July 1999, the cabi-
net decreed that the event should 
take place in October or November 
of the same year with technical and 
financial	
�     assistance	
�     of	
�     international	
�    
donor agencies. The decree desig-
nated the Ministry of Planning and 
Development and the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Irrigation as execu-
tors of the order.

Upon a subsequent decision by 
President Saleh the tribally domi-
nated Shura Council was to oversee 
the preparation of the conference. 
Thus, in October 1999 the three-
member steering committee for the 
conference	
�     held	
�     its	
�     first	
�     session.	
�     It	
�    
was comprised of Ahmad Muham-
mad Sufan, minister of planning and 
development, and Ahmad Salim Al-
Jabali, minister of agriculture and 
irrigation, and was headed by Abd 
Al-Aziz Abd Al-Ghani, president of 
the Shura Council. Following this 
meeting a secretariat was instated 
to prepare for the conference with 
technical support of the World Bank 
and under the guidance of Abd Al-
Rahman Tarmum, the vice minister 
of planning and development. As a 
realistic date for holding the confer-
ence, April of the following year was 
targeted.

Growing political resistance to 
a conference on qat
Due to the delicate nature of the 
subject, the organizers of the confer-
ence had initially gone about with 
great caution. The aim of the con-
ference was not publicized, progress 
reports only circulated internally, 
and even among donors supporting 
the event the subject was discussed 
behind closed doors. At the Ministry 
of Planning and Development, a con-
ference secretariat was set up on the 
minister’s	
�    floor	
�    as	
�    a	
�    unit	
�    of	
�     the	
�    vice	
�    
minister’s	
�    office.

Despite these precautions, the 
preparations for the qat conference 
did not go unnoticed. The organiz-
ers soon began to face severe opposi-
tion from farmer associations, tribal 
groupings, and even from within the 
government. Threats were received 
and anti-foreign sentiment grew 
strong.

Before long, members of the steer-
ing committee came under pressure 
in their political constituencies and 
suffered verbal attacks for their sup-
port of the conference. The issue 
surfaced in parliamentary debates 
and created heated discussions, par-
ticularly in the tribally dominated 
Shura Council. Just too many par-
liamentarians and council members 
were involved in qat farming and 
thus concerned that the outcome of 
the conference could give the na-
tional and international opponents 
of qat arguments for a prohibition 
or regulation of the trade and cul-
tivation of the drug. In the Shura 
Council—many of whose delegates 
are sheikhs—the question was raised 
on why the Ministry of Planning and 
Development was pushing so hard 
for this conference and why Abd 
Al-Aziz Abd Al-Ghani, the council’s 
president, was serving as its chair-
man.

Saleh withdraws his support 
for the conference
Initially supportive of a conference 
on qat, President Saleh withdrew 
his backing once the economic cri-

sis of the late 1990s had been over-
come. This change of mind occurred 
sometime during late 2000. When in 
January 2001 the head of a United 
Nations agency paid a visit to Ye-
men and eagerly asked the president 
about progress in preparing for the 
conference, Saleh declared rather 
undiplomatically and in sharp words 
that qat was solely a Yemeni concern 
and “not a problem.” He praised the 
positive impact of the crop on Ye-
men’s rural economy and on the live-
lihood of farmers.

Having come under immense pres-
sure and having reportedly received 
instructions from President Saleh 
and	
�    some	
�    influential	
�    sheikhs	
�    to	
�    end	
�    
the qat debates in the Shura Council, 
Abd Al-Ghani changed camps in late 
2000 and took sides with the oppo-
nents of the symposium. He did this 
without resigning from his post of 
chairman of the qat conference and 
remained thus in a prime position to 
counteract and delay the efforts of 
the conference’s secretariat.

Yet, when the conference eventu-
ally happened, led by the minister 
of planning and development, the 
minister surprisingly won President 
Saleh’s patronage for the event de-
spite his earlier opposition. Possibly 
due to the angry opposition of the 
tribes, Saleh was sharp enough not 
to make a personal appearance and 
contented himself with addressing 
an open letter to the conference par-
ticipants in a very reserved and cau-
tious wording.

In his letter addressed to the par-
ticipants Saleh gave witness of a dis-
tanced position and implied that this 
affair was neither his, nor a domestic 
problem, but rather one with roots 
in Israel. “As you hold your confer-
ence on qat,” his introductory state-
ment read, “we would like to stress 
the importance that the resolutions 
and recommendations reached... 
should	
�     incorporate	
�     scientific	
�     and	
�    
practical approaches to this social 
phenomenon that has a great impact 
on the economic, social, and health 
domains.”

The conference takes place 
against all odds
Two years elapsed and the morale of 
donors concerning the qat confer-
ence was at its lowest when the min-
ister of planning and development 
surprised the international commu-
nity with a public announcement. 
On a state visit to Japan in January 
2002, Sufan was confronted by his 
Asian counterpart with the qat ques-
tion and spontaneously declared 
that Yemen was more than ever de-
termined to hold this symposium—
“it will take place within two months 
time!” When the news broke in Ye-
men, there was bewilderment in 
large parts of government and relief 
in Yemen’s donor community that all 
the efforts had not been in vain.

Upon his return to Yemen, Sufan 
summoned a meeting of the steer-
ing committee that was hosted at the 
house of the Shura Council’s presi-
dent. The three-day debating session 
was held in Abd Al-Ghani’s spacious 
mafraj amid many qat chews. Apart 
from Sufan and Abd Al-Ghani, a 
number	
�    of	
�    influential	
�    sheikhs	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
Shura Council were present, as well 
as the minister of agriculture and ir-
rigation, Ahmad Salim Al-Jabali, the 
vice minister of planning and devel-
opment, Abd Al-Rahman Tarmum, 
and members of the conference sec-
retariat. Abd Al-Ghani declared that 
he had received high orders to end 
the qat debate with all its foreign in-

volvement.
“Qat is an issue touching nothing 

but the Yemeni people and Yemeni 
culture. We have to discuss what is 
benefitting	
�     the	
�     Yemeni	
�     nation	
�     and	
�    
the national economy. We do not 
care what the World Bank wants or 
what Al-Azhar in Cairo says, this is 
a Yemeni issue. There is no way we 
can enter a discussion that may lead 
to a religious ruling against qat. This 
is very dangerous for all of us.”

As Abd Al-Ghani refused to hold 
his or the Shura Council’s protec-
tive hand over the event, the debate 
ended rather frigidly. When stand-
ing in the courtyard and waiting for 
their drivers, Sufan turned to Tar-
mum and Al-Jabali and said “Abd 
Al-Ghani and his people in the Shura 
Council are cowards. If they do not 
dare to raise the qat issue we will go 
our own way.” On the following day, 
Sufan	
�     reduced	
�     the	
�     inflated	
�     steering	
�    
committee to two members only—
the minister of water and environ-
ment and himself and won the bless-
ing of Prime Minister Abd Al-Qadir 
Bajamal who agreed to hold the 
opening address.

On Sufan’s initiative a second cab-
inet decree on qat was passed (No. 
66 for 2002, dated March 5, 2002) 
instructing the Ministry of Planning 
and Development to carry out the 
conference	
�    in	
�    the	
�    first	
�    week	
�    of	
�    April	
�    
of that year. He even secured the pa-
tronage of Saleh who sent someone 
to read his keynote address instead 
of showing up personally.

Under heavy security measures 
the	
�    conference	
�    finally	
�     took	
�    place	
�    on	
�    
April 6-7, 2002 in the Sana’a Police 
Officer’s	
�     Club	
�     with	
�     an	
�     unexpected	
�    
level of participation. Invitations 
had gone out to more than 400 gov-
ernment agencies, NGOs, political 
parties, universities and research 
centers, private sector enterprises, 
farming communities, diplomatic 
missions, and international organi-
zations. Nearly 800 people attended 
the opening ceremony—including 
many members of cabinet.

Only few high-ranking Yemeni 
politicians were absent, among them 
the ousted chairman of the confer-
ence secretariat, Abd Al-Ghani, and 
Sheikh Al-Ahmar, speaker of parlia-
ment and leader of Yemen’s mighty 
Hashid tribal confederation. The 

organizers put a great emphasis on 
holding an unbiased conference and 
its	
�    official	
�    aim	
�    was	
�    thus	
�    carefully	
�    de-
fined	
�    as	
�     “creating	
�    awareness	
�    on	
�     the	
�    
positive and negative impacts of the 
qat phenomenon among representa-
tives of public opinion in rural and 
urban areas and to design a strategic 
national vision to gradually allevi-
ate the negative impact of qat for a 
promising future.”

In his opening speech, Prime Min-
ister Bajamal called qat a problem 
that has entered the fabric of com-
munity relations and dates back 
more than 700 years. He labeled 
the holding of the conference a clear 
priority for his administration and 
called upon the political class to 
stop criticizing the government for 
its idleness regarding qat, when in 
fact the administration was carefully 
and quietly studying the problem. 
Bajamal admitted that this problem 
could not be solved by administrative 
orders, owing in part to the material 
interests that dominate the continu-
ous expansion of qat cultivation as a 
result	
�     of	
�     the	
�     immense	
�     financial	
�     re-
turns.

Ahmad Muhammad Sufan, the 
minister of planning and develop-
ment, declared in his address that “at 
no time in the past have there been 
official	
�    government	
�    dealings	
�    [on	
�    qat]	
�    
elevated to the current public level.” 
According to his assessment this was 
“due to the lack of desire on the part 
of political and societal leaders in 
our country over the past decades 
and centuries to confront people’s 
reactions, whether they support or 
oppose the use and cultivation of 
qat.”

The conference was divided into 
three consecutive working sessions: 
The	
�    first	
�     addressed	
�     the	
�     relationship	
�    
between qat, public health, environ-
ment and society; the second session 
focused on the role of qat in agricul-
ture and its effect on water resources; 
and the third session dealt with the 
linkages between qat and Yemen’s 
economy.

The panel of discussants was quite 
diverse and was comprised of scien-
tists, politicians, technocrats, mem-
bers of NGOs such as the Yemeni 
Women Union, representatives of 
the Agricultural Credit Bank, and 
delegates of farmer unions. The au-

dience was also well selected in an 
attempt to mirror Yemen’s society. 
Representatives from all governor-
ates including civil society orga-
nizations, academics, labor union 
representatives, medical doctors, 
members of parliament with differ-
ent	
�     political	
�     affiliations,	
�     journalists,	
�    
religious dignitaries, military and 
police leaders, and women activists 
were present. Even a number of qat 
farmers and qat merchants had been 
invited. The discussions were lively. 
They were based on the studies pre-
pared two years earlier that were dis-
tributed as books to all participants.

Qat chewing was prohibited dur-
ing the conference and a number of 
chewers who had brought along their 
qat in anticipation of a long day, had 
to grumpily abstain from the habit. 
On the second conference day some 
staunch chewers came better pre-
pared bringing along pre-chewed 
qat leaves in little plastic bags, and 
slipped small quantities into their 
cheeks in moments they believed to 
be unobserved.

Views of qat advocates and op-
ponents
The opponents of qat stressed that 
the drug has a considerable impact 
on health and results in an overuse 
of pesticides. Qat, they claimed, was 
wasting people’s incomes and has a 
negative impact on family welfare. 
Most chewers deprive their families 
of vegetables and fruits for the sake 
of buying qat. Qat also leads to a 
waste of time and a neglect of family 
duties. It is at the root of corruption 
and causes laziness among civil ser-
vants. The crop is further competing 
in many highland areas with the pop-
ulation for precious water resources 
and has replaced traditional cash 
crops such as grapes, almonds, and 
coffee for which Yemen is famous. As 
qat has expanded at the cost of food 
crops, it affects the nation’s food se-
curity.

Views in favor of qat recalled that 
it supports the rural economy and is 
thus improving the standard of living 
of many farmers and merchants. It 
has alleviating effects on rural-urban 
migration and is improving the in-
frastructure	
�     by	
�     financing	
�     roads	
�     and	
�    
electricity networks. Qat advocates 
stressed that 20 percent of Yemen’s 

workforce depend on qat and that 
the crop generates 16 percent of the 
country’s GDP. Qat cultivation does 
also not have a negative impact on 
the economy, since the value added 
by qat is much higher than that of 
any crop it has replaced. Qat lobby-
ists also pointed out that there was no 
scientific	
�     evidence	
�     for	
�     any	
�     negative	
�    
impact of qat chewing on Yemen’s 
economy and none on its impact on 
health. Experiments with rats can-
not prove its danger for humans. Qat 
can thus not be held responsible for 
health problems, unless overused. If 
overused, they reasoned, any other 
food item could be a threat to health. 
Proponents of the drug said that 
there were no social alternatives to 
qat consumption and in order to pre-
vent people from using addictive and 
dangerous drugs, qat must remain 
legal. Overall, chewing creates social 
harmony among Yemenis.

It would be wrong to assume that 
all discussants highlighting positive 
aspects of qat were necessarily prop-
agating its cultivation and spread.

A highlight in the debate was the 
mention of qat-based soft drinks 
produced in England. A cheerful 
murmur came from among the audi-
ence and excited interjections were 
heard.

A Dhamar tribesman jumped up 
in one of the discussion rounds and 
shouted, “if you make a law against 
qat, I will come with my people and 
kill you in your beds while you are 
asleep, together with your children 
and wives.” In the uneasy silence that 
followed, the chairman of the session 
asked him whether he was aware of 
what he was saying and that he could 
be arrested for this. The farmer 
mumbled an excuse into his beard 
and sat down. During lunch break, 
the tribal participants withdrew to 
discuss on how to react if the recom-
mendations of the conference would 
call for a control of qat cultivation. It 
never came to this, since Prime Min-
ister Bajamal ended the conference 
abruptly with a brief closing address 
without any recommendations hav-
ing been presented.

Whether this was deliberate or 
simply an error in protocol coordi-
nation between the prime minister 
and the conference secretariat was 
left to speculation. The recommen-
dations were hastily distributed to 
the	
�     crowd	
�     that	
�    was	
�    quickly	
�    flocking	
�    
out of the building to hasten to the 
qat markets.

Recommendations of the con-
ference
The discussants, seconded by the 
vivid participation of the audience, 
produced a listing of very concrete 
policy recommendations for the 
government. These included among 
others the need to (a) create public 
awareness of the effects of qat, (b) 
promote alternative leisure activi-
ties, (c) rationalize water and pesti-
cide use in qat agriculture, (d) pro-
mote and develop high value crops 
as alternatives to qat, (e) improve 
marketing facilities for other crops, 
(f)	
�     confine	
�    qat	
�     sales	
�     to	
�     special	
�    mar-
kets, (g) revise the current agricul-
tural credit policy in order to award 
credits to small holders and help 
farmers to adopt modern irrigation 
techniques, (h) reform the taxation 
of qat and strengthen tax collection 
mechanisms, (i) provide stronger 
support to the Qat Research Unit, 
and (j) establish a committee within 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Irri-
gation that is to develop and put into 
place a national strategy on qat.

Free qat handouts secure a high voter turnout in Yemen's elections.
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Intelligent, well-educated 
and experienced individu-
als constitute a precious 
resource to any society, 
but are particularly crucial 

to Yemen as it seeks to implement 
the outcomes of its National Dia-
logue Conference. The country’s 
fight to retain human capital 
and avoid “brain drain” is vital, 
as a loss of talent and minds will 
pose a serious threat to its politi-
cal transition and development. 
Talented and intelligent people 
provide valuable role models to 
Yemen’s youth who must be in-

spired to stay and work in their 
home country.  

Many countries, especially in-
dustrialized and richer ones, go 
to great lengths to attract quali-
fied people from abroad to sup-
port their development and eco-
nomic performance. Meanwhile, 
economically less advantaged 
countries, which see their already 
precarious economic and social 
conditions deteriorating, try to 
stop the brain drain by stepping 
up incentives offered to their 
skilled and talented labor force. 

Brain drain commonly de-
scribes the movement of high-
skilled individuals from poor to 
rich countries. 

The most famous example, 
more ideological than economic, 
is Albert Einstein, who left his na-
tive Germany to work in and for 
America, becoming a US citizen 
in 1940. Further historic exam-
ples include the brain drain from 
Europe between 1933 and 1943 
and more recently the brain drain 
from the Eastern Bloc—mainly 
from the former Soviet Union—
which occurred in response to 
the region’s communism between 
1922 and 1961.

Most recently brain drain is be-
coming a problem in Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan, and India.

Continued on the backpage

Yemen’s Brain Drain
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A sharp increase in fuel 
prices threatens to 
plunge hundreds of 
thousands of Yemenis 
into poverty and food 

insecurity in the Arab world’s 
poorest country—particularly if 
regular welfare payments to Ye-
men's poorest people continue to 
be dispersed erratically, aid orga-
nizations have warned.

The government’s decision to 
slash fuel subsidies has set off a 
wave of discontent, with major 
protests in the capital Sana’a over 
the past week calling for the cuts 
to be reversed and the govern-
ment to be dissolved.

While the cuts were widely seen 
as a necessary step in order to 
avoid economic meltdown, a gov-
ernment commitment to use the 
savings to boost welfare spending 
has so far not materialized, with 
the welfare payments over six 
months late.

Fuel subsidies are among the 
few widely available social goods 
in Yemen, and are said to keep 
down the cost of transport, wa-
ter, and food, while supporting 
local industry. But they have also 
proven extremely expensive in 
recent years, costing $3-3.5 bil-
lion	
�    in	
�    2013,	
�    more	
�    than	
�    a	
�    fifth	
�    of	
�    
all state spending, during a period 
when the government has moved 
heavily into the red, running suc-
cessive	
�    record	
�    deficits	
�    and	
�    leaning	
�    
heavily	
�    on	
�    financing	
�    from	
�    the	
�     in-
creasingly saturated local banking 
sector. 

In July, the government in-

creased the price of gasoline by 60 
percent and diesel by 95 percent 
as part of a package of reforms 
aimed at unlocking foreign fund-
ing and easing pressure on the 
budget, which has seen growing 
deficits	
�     since	
�     the	
�     country’s	
�     2011	
�    
youth-led uprising. The decision 
sparked major protests in Sana’a 
while the price of transport and 
bread have risen at least 20 per-
cent in recent weeks. 

In an internal document seen by 
IRIN, Yemen’s Ministry of Plan-
ning and International Coopera-
tion estimates that the decision to 
cut fuel subsidies could lead to 
an additional 500,000 Yemenis 
falling under the breadline. More 
than half Yemen’s population—in 
excess of 12.5 million people—
currently lives in poverty. 

Payments delayed
To prevent such a disastrous situ-
ation the government had prom-
ised to redirect any savings made 
from cutting subsidies—which 
historically	
�     benefited	
�     the	
�     coun-
try’s wealthiest people—towards 
welfare payments for the poorest. 
Sana’a announced in early August 
that it would add 250,000 people 
to the list of those receiving un-
conditional cash transfers from 
the Social Welfare Fund (SWF)—
the state-run body that organizes 
the payments—bringing the total 
number of people covered by the 
fund to 1.75 million. Individuals 
would receive quarterly handouts 
up to YR12,000 ($56).

But SWF, which is supported by 
a number of foreign governments 
and international institutions in-
cluding the World Bank, has not 

made regular payments to its ben-
eficiaries	
�     since	
�     the	
�     beginning	
�     of	
�    
the	
�    year,	
�    SWF	
�    officials	
�    confirmed	
�    
to IRIN. In early August the fund 
finally	
�     made	
�     its	
�     first	
�     payment	
�     in	
�    
2014, providing people with mon-
ey that was due in January.

Who is responsible for the delay 
is a matter of dispute, with Ab-
dulkarim Salah, director of policy 
at SWF, telling IRIN that bud-
getary shortfalls were to blame. 
“The Finance Ministry does not 
have enough money to pay [SWF] 
so our payments have been de-
layed,” he said, adding that they 
had received assurances from the 
Finance Ministry that the cash re-
quired to make the next two quar-
terly payments should be made 
available within the next month. 
“We are not sure if it will come,” 
he added, however.

This is despite increased support 
from Yemen’s oil-rich neighbor 
Saudi Arabia, which is believed 
to have provided the country with 
several hundred million dollars 
specifically	
�     to	
�     cover	
�     the	
�     costs	
�     of	
�    
the payments in June. Although 
government sources have infor-
mally	
�    confirmed	
�    that	
�    Riyadh	
�    pro-
vided $2 billion in assistance, the 
Sana’a government has not pub-
licly	
�    confirmed	
�    the	
�    influx	
�    of	
�    cash,	
�    
in part so as not to raise expecta-
tions in the civil service or among 
ordinary Yemenis. 

“The agreement was that the 
increase in fuel prices would be 
compensated by an increase in 
grants to the poorest Yemenis 
through the Social Welfare Fund” 
says Julien Harneis, the UN chil-
dren’s rights and emergency relief 
organization (UNICEF) represen-

tative in Yemen. “But the SWF 
payments haven’t been regular. 
That is obviously a big issue.”

“We don’t have enough to 
eat”
On a recent afternoon in the up-
market Hadda district of Sana’a, 
the impact of the late payments 
was laid bare. At 2 PM Houria 
Hamoud, a 55-year-old mother 
of eight, was sitting outside the 
home of a Yemeni businessman 
known for giving handouts of 
cash and food to the poor. She had 
been there since 7 AM, and the 
businessman was yet to appear.

“We don’t have enough to eat,” 
she said, pointing out that her 
husband’s heart condition made it 
impossible	
�    for	
�    him	
�    to	
�    find	
�    regular	
�    
work. “We try to collect food from 
restaurants or on the street [but] 
the situation has become worse 
and worse. We used to get some 
money from the government, but 
these last few months there has 
been nothing.”

The increase in the fuel price, 
she said, meant that what little 
money she was able to earn from 
begging was stretched even thin-
ner, leading her to make tough 
choices. “[My children] just start-
ed school again,” she said. “They 
need bags, shoes, and I have no 
money. I told my daughters to 
stop school because we cannot af-
ford even stationery for them.”

The increase is also impacting 
farmers, who account for the bulk 
of jobs in rural Yemen—still home 
to more than 60 percent of the 
population. Before the subsidy 
was cut, Yemen faced severe fuel 
shortages, and diesel was largely 

absent	
�    from	
�    the	
�    official	
�    fuel	
�    mar-
ket, with many farmers—who use 
the fuel for tractors and water 
pumps—turning to the black mar-
ket for fuel. By liberalizing the fuel 
price, the government effectively 
brought the cost of diesel to parity 
with black market prices.

“During Ramadan, many farm-
ers	
�     didn’t	
�     plough	
�     their	
�     fields	
�     be-
cause they couldn’t afford the cost 
of the diesel and even if they could 
they couldn’t afford the cost of 
water for irrigation,” said Colette 
Fearon, Yemen country director 
for Oxfam. “Farmers are planting 
less, and that is really translating 
to less employment, to the shops 
taking a hit because people have 
less money.”

Higher prices for basic com-
modities during a period of di-
minished economic activity will 
cause many of Yemen’s poorest 
people to begin selling off what 
few assets they have including 
livestock that could be a future 
source of income, UNICEF’s Har-
neis says. Many of the country’s 
poor already sold off what little 
they had in 2011 and 2012, with 
organizations like UNICEF and 
Oxfam only just beginning to help 
people rebuild. “That’s why it’s so 
important that the SWF money 
comes in,” Harneis says. “If it 
does, people will be able to feed 
their families, pay for medical 
services, and keep their children 
school. If it doesn’t it is the chil-
dren who will suffer.”

Safety net preparations lack-
ing
SWF and local and international 
NGOs have generally been sup-

portive of the subsidy cuts but 
have questioned the speed with 
which the cut was made and the 
lack of preparations made to en-
sure the necessary safety nets were 
in place. During discussions with 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in May for a $560 million 
loan, the government agreed to 
cut the subsidy by between 20 and 
40 percent as part of a phased pro-
gramme of cuts, starting in Octo-
ber. IMF had pushed the govern-
ment to start easing the subsidy 
earlier	
�     so	
�    as	
�     to	
�    ease	
�     its	
�    financing	
�    
requirements for the year, but had 
not requested a deeper initial cut. 

“We knew that this had to hap-
pen, and I am not surprised by the 
increase,” Salah says. “But we had 
talked to the Finance Ministry, the 
Planning Ministry, and the World 
Bank about it and we didn’t expect 
this big of an increase.” 

Due to the rising cost of liv-
ing, even if regular payments are 
made by SWF, they will not be 
enough to cover basic living costs, 
added Salah, who for some time 
has advocated an increase in the 
welfare payment. “The principle 
of this fund, when it was set up in 
1996, was to help people buy ba-
sic items,” he said. “But year on 
year, prices have gone up. We ne-
gotiated with the government to 
increase the money we dispersed 
[by 50 percent] but there has been 
no response from the government 
side, and now they want to in-
crease the number of people cov-
ered by 250,000 even when we 
have no money.”

Republished with permission 
from IRIN.

Yemen fuel subsidy
cuts hit poor hardest

Although the government promised it would redirect savings made from cutting subsidies to welfare payments for the poor, cash hand-outs have been delayed and many continue to go without 
social welfare support.
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By Rabab Ayash 
        

In every aspect of human life, 
from the professional world 
to family interactions, good 

thinkers and successful people help 
solve problems. So many studies 
have been conducted to study and 
analyze how successful people think 
and act. Many of these researches 
concluded that the way successful 
people approach the thought pro-
cess is a key differentiator. Being 
successful is a task that needs so 
many work and effort to be achieved. 
All learners can achieve success if 
they have the strong willing and de-
sire to do so. In this article, I tried 
to gather as many tips as I could. 
These tips may do nothing for you 
but If you truly wish to change your 
life for the better, and are willing to 
pay a price in time and thinking and 
effort to reach your goals — and if 
you’re not kidding yourself — then 
you hold in your hands a diamond 
plucked from a beach of pebbles, a 
road map to a better future, a valu-
able blueprint that will enable you 
to completely restructure your fu-
ture. Therefore, being successful is 
a succession  of  different and vari-
ous  strategies that are determined 
by each language learner to achieve 
the goals of every language learning 
task. 

 Now ask yourself these ques-
tions, Do I really want to be suc-
cessful language learners ? Then 
what make up a successful learner?

Good Language Learners need to 
own certain characteristics here are 
some of these characteristics :

Good	
�    language	
�    learners	
�    find	
�    their	
�    
own way and take charge of their 
own learning.  They determine the 
methods that are best for them 
as individual learners .They learn 
from others and experiment with 
different methods. They organize 
their study of the language, and 
they organize information about 
the language they study.They are 
creative.  They experiment with the 
language and  they play with gram-
mar, words, and sounds.

Furthermore ,good language 
learners make their own opportu-
nities for practicing the language 
inside and outside of the classroom.
They learn to live with uncertainty 
by focusing on the meaning of what 
they can understand ,by not get-
ting	
�     flustered,	
�     and	
�     by	
�     continuing	
�    

to talk or listen without necessar-
ily understanding every word.They 
use mnemonics and other memory 
strategies to recall what they are 
learning. Good language learners 
make errors work for them and not 
against them.They use every single 
linguistic knowledge they have, 
including	
�     knowledge	
�     of	
�     their	
�     first	
�    
language, in learning a second lan-
guage  .They use contextual clues 
to aid their comprehension of the 
language.  They maximize use of 
all potential contexts around the 
language attended to for enhancing 
comprehension.They learn to make 
intelligent guesses.

Good language learners also 
try to learn chunks of language as 
wholes and formalized routines to 
help them perform beyond their 

competence.  For example, they 
may learn idioms, proverbs, or oth-
er phrases knowing what the whole 
phrase means without necessarily 
understanding each individual part. 
They learn certain tricks and make 
up various strategies that keep con-
versations going. Good language 
learners learn certain production 
techniques	
�    that	
�    also	
�    fill	
�    in	
�    the	
�    gaps	
�    
in their own competence. They give 
no chance to pauses in their speech. 
They know that every conversation 
needs further devices beside verbal 
device to progress and continue go-
ing .They learn different styles of 
speech or writing to learn to vary 
their language according to the for-
mality of the situation. 

To mark an end for this long top-
ic, I advise every language learner to 
start planning for his \ her learning. 
Choose the tips that suit your needs, 
abilities and desires. Have your own 
style of learning. Develop your own 
learning	
�     strategies	
�     .Have	
�     confi-
dence in yourself and your abilities. 
Be organized. Avoid random work. 
Do not leave anything stop you. 
Put your goals always in front of 
your eyes. Remind yourself of your 
goals constantly. Try to select your 
friends carefully. Do not befriend 
people who are always frustrated 
and disappointed. Finally, try to 
Learn from successful people but 
avoid  imitating  them for they are 
successful because they did not imi-
tate others and they mapped their 
lives by their own hands.  Success-
ful people do not try to be copies 
of their role models and that what 
made them distinguished. Dream > 
Plan > Do > Succeed !

By James M. Sutton

In this series of articles, we 
shall focus on two primary 
types of reading that the 

majority of the population in the 
world partakes in.  In general, 
when we read, we either read for 
academic stimulation or we read 
for pleasure.  Anything that we 
pick up to read has one of those 
two main purposes.  You might see 
two people pick up the exact same 
newspaper and they will both 
leave with a completely different 
understanding of everything that 
they just read based on their in-
tentions of reading that newspa-
per.  You will see one person just 
picked up the newspaper to read 
because he was bored and felt like 
having something a bit entertain-
ing to waste his time with.  The 
other person picked up the news-
paper because he is truly trying to 
find	
�    out	
�    what	
�    the	
�    problems	
�    in	
�    the	
�    
world today are.  Moreover, he 
might even be reading the news-
paper to practice new language 
that he learned in the classroom.  
However, the focus here is on how 
we	
�    can	
�    actually	
�    benefit	
�    from	
�    these	
�    
two types of reading.  

The most ignored form of read-
ing in the world today is the read-
ing for academic stimulation.  By 
the term ‘reading for academic 
stimulation,’ I mean reading to 
learn and increase one’s intelli-
gence.  This type of reading is done 
by a person reading books on sub-
jects he has no prior knowledge of.  
It is a kind of journey out into the 
unknown depths of darkness to 
uncover some hidden knowledge 
that is buried deep in the realms of 
ignorance.  It is the metaphorical 
meaning put forth by Robert Frost 
in his most famous poem “A Road 
Not Taken,” in which he came to 
the conclusion in the end that the 
journey into the deep abyss of the 
unknown was in fact the reason 
for the change in his life.  People, 
in general, are creatures of habit; 
and this is what normally gets us 
into the most trouble.  We look 
for habit in an ever-changing en-
vironment.  We look for comfort 
in a world full of trials and tribu-
lations.  For this group of people, 
the comfort they seek is the com-
fort of ignorance.  

“Ignorance is bliss,” or so they 
say.  For some it is the highest form 
of bliss.  How can one enjoy one-
self knowing that he has to work 

hard to procure knowledge that 
has been hidden from the majority 
of the masses?  How can one en-
joy oneself knowing that the only 
way for him to increase his level 
of knowledge about the problems 
of the world is to delve deep into 
a sea of understanding that, from 
clear observation, has no bottom 
to its deep chasm full of darkness 
that seems to go on for eternity?  
Why give up my prudent life of 
gallivanting around the world in 
search of entertaining ways of 
wasting my time only to bring on 
the unneeded stress of trying to 
solve the world’s problems?  This 
is clearly what is meant through 
Plato’s ‘Allegory of the Cave.’  

In ‘the Allegory of the Cave,’ 
which is found in Plato’s ‘the 
Republic,’ Plato clearly lays out 
an exact description of a people 
steeped in ignorance.  He tells a 
story of a people living in the earth 
in a dark cave.  They have light 
provided	
�    from	
�    a	
�    fire	
�    behind	
�    them	
�    
and above them.  Between them 
and	
�    the	
�    fire	
�    they	
�    have	
�    a	
�    wall	
�    built	
�    
that casts shadows which are then 
used to entertain them.  As people 
cast shadow puppets on the wall 
they also add their own voice.  
This in turn causes the people 

in the cave to actually think that 
these shadows are real living be-
ings (kind of like TV in our days, 
wouldn’t you think?).  Because of 
their lack of understanding of the 
real world, they take this unreal 
environment they live in as the 
real thing; they do not know any 
better.  Plato then goes on to ex-
plain what would happen to these 
beings if they were released from 
this cave and let go into the sun-
light to gaze on reality.  These are 
people	
�    that	
�    were	
�    so	
�    fixated	
�    on	
�    that	
�    
wall of shadows that they never 
even took the time to turn their 
head in another direction to see 
what else is to be found in their 
existence.  When they get let out 
of their cave into reality, they will 
suffer from severe pain through-
out their body.  Their heads will 
ache from constant movement and 
their eyes will suffer dramatically 
from coming out of extreme dark-
ness into the brightest of light.  He 
even gave advice as to how to deal 
with these people.  They should 
be brought out of the cave in the 
evening so as to feast their eyes on 
the moon and become accustomed 
to a little bit of light.  As the night 
grows in darkness they will be ac-
customed to being in more light 

than they were in before. 
Then as the darkness of twilight 

begins its exit and the dim light of 
dawn takes center stage, the ob-
jects around them start to become 
clearer and clearer.  The reality of 
their existence starts to take on 
a whole new meaning as the sun 
breaks forth over the eastern ho-
rizon.  As a person from the cave 
is introduced to this light, he will 
also start to comprehend so much 
other information that passed him 
by in his cave, such as the chang-
ing of the seasons, the growing 
of different crops, the existence 
of different animals roaming the 
land, etc.  Then the question was 
posed:  Would he rather live in 
this new life toiling the land and 
living a life of serfdom, or return 
to his existence in the cave living 
a life of shadow puppets and an 
absence of reality.  Of course, he 
would rather live his newfound 
existence in light even if it meant 
suffering than to go back to his life 
of darkness.  There is much more 
in the ‘Allegory of the Cave’ than 
can be explained here due to lack 
of space.  Readers are advised to 
read this and ponder deeply on the 
meanings of what Plato is trying to 
imply through his speech.

We can just now imagine a 
whole generation of people stuck 
in front of their TVs and laptops in 
a world of shadow puppets.  They 
are afraid of academic stimulation 
because they have become so com-
placent while being held prisoner 
in their meager existence.  They 
are afraid to break the chains that 
have bound them to the walls of 
ignorance.  They fear the light of 
understanding and knowledge 
to enter their hearts and remove 
them from the darkness that en-
compasses them night and day.  
Even as they wander off in the 
bright daylight hours, you will 
find	
�    the	
�    darkness	
�    still	
�    encompass-
es them as they live in a boxed in 
world of ignorance.  Why shall they 
fear light?  Are they not afraid of 
that encompassing darkness they 
dwell in?  This, unfortunately, is 
the state of many of the people we 
have to deal with on a daily basis.  
In fact, you will be hard pressed 
to	
�    find	
�    the	
�    people	
�    who	
�    have	
�    been	
�    
released from the cave in this day 
and time.  In the next article, we 
will	
�     observe	
�     some	
�     of	
�     the	
�     benefits	
�    
of academic reading and how we 
can actually transition ourselves 
from a cave man’s mentality to a 
learned man’s mentality.

Speak English
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The Two Types of Reading and 

Their Benefits (Part 1)
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By Muneera Al-Mahdali 

Will: We use ‘will’ when we decide to do something at the time of 
speaking. The speaker has not decided before. The party is a new 
idea. 

Going to: we use ‘going to’ when we have already decided to do 
something. Manal has already decided to invite lots of people be-
fore she spoke. 

Study the differences between will and going to:

Amal is talking to Manal 

A: Let’s have a party .
M: That’s a great idea . We’ll invite lots of people .     

Later that day , Manal meets Sara :

M: Amal and I have decided to have a party .
We’re going to invite lots of people . 

Compare :

‘Amat phoned while you were out.’ ‘Ok. I’•	
�     ll phone her back.’
but

‘Amat phoned while you were out.’ ‘Yes, I know. I am •	
�     going 

to phone her back.’    
                                                                                                                              

‘Zaineb is in hospital.’ ‘Oh really? I didn’t know. I’•	
�     ll visit her .’
But 

‘Zaineb is in hospital.’ ‘ Yes, I know. I am •	
�     going to visit her 
tomorrow.’

Future Actions

A BIT OF GRAMMAR
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تهمك مم قا رر اا

١٧٧ 	
�    	
�   
١٧١ 	
�    	
�   
١٩٩ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
١١٨ 	
�   
١٩١ 	
�   
١٩٤ 	
�   ( )	
�   
٠١/٢٥٢٧٠١/٧ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٠٢٥٤٤/٧ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٥٠٧٦١/٣ 	
�   
٠١/٣٣٢٠٠١/٢ 	
�   
٠١/٢٠٣١٣١/٣ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٧٢٠٦١ 	
�   

االوززااررااتت
٠١/٢٩٠٢٠٠  	
�   
٠١/٤٩٠٨٠٠ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٥٤٥١٣٢ 	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٧٤٤٣٩ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٥٣٥٠٣١ 	
�   	
�   	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٦٨٥٨٣ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٧٤٦٤٠ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٩٤٥٧٩ 	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٧٦٤٠٤ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٨٢٩٦٣ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٦٢٨٠٩ 	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٤٠٢٢١٣ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٥٢٢١١ 	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   

٠١/٤٧٢٩١٣ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٣٥٤٦٢ 	
�   	
�   	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٣٦٥١٢ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٢٠٠٥٠ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٤٠٢٢٥٤ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٠٢٣٠٩/١٠ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٨٩٥٧٧ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٦٠٩٠٣ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٤٤٤٨٣١ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٣٣١٤٦٠ 	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٢٧٢٤٢ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٧٤٠٠٨ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٥٠١٠١ 	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٥٢٧٣٢ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٥٣٧٩١٤ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٣٣٢٧٠١ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٦٠٣٦٥ 	
�    	
�   

 ٠١/٢٠٢٢٢٥٧ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٤١٨٢٨٩ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
      ٠١/٣٢٦١٩٦ 	
�    	
�   

االبنوكك
٢٦٠٨٢٣ /٠١ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٦٠٨٢٤:	
�    	
�   
٢٧٠٣٤٧/٨/٩ /٠٢	
�    	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   
  ٢٣٧٨٢٤ /٠٢	
�   : 	
�   
 ٢٠٣٢٧١ /٠١	
�   : 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٢٧٧٢٢٤ /٠١ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٧٧٢٩١	
�   : 	
�   	
�   	
�   

  ٧٧ -٠١/٥٣٨٣٦٦ 	
�    	
�   -	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٤٠٧٠٣٠ 	
�   	
�   	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٧٦٥٨٥/٢ 	
�   	
�   	
�    	
�   
٠١/٥٦٣٨١٣ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
 ٢٧٤٣١٤ /٠١ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٤٤٩٧٣١ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٥١٧٥٤٤ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٧١٦٠١ 	
�    	
�    	
�  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�    	
�   
يعد الياباني شيغيتشيو ايزومي صاحب أطول فترة خدمة في التارخ, 

فقد بدأ في رعاية الحيوانات في مدينة توكونوشيما اليابانية العام 1872 
وبوظيفة جر الحمولات, وكمزارع في مصنع قصب السكر. وتقاعد في العام 

1970 أي بعد 98 عاما عن عمر يناهز ال 105 اعوام

	
�   	
�    	
�   
التواضع يورث المحبة والقناعة تورث الراحة

 	
�   
المريض: هل هناك طريقة لاطالة العمر؟ الطيبيب: تزوج

المريض: هل سيساعدني ذلك؟
الطبيب: لا, ولكن فكرة العمر الطويل لن تراودك مجددا

	
�    	
�   
كيف تحصل على 66 من خلال عمليات حسابية متعددة تتكون من 4 

ستات؟

	
�    	
�   
أن السعال الحاد يدفع الهواء من داخل الجسم بسرعة تفوق سرعة الصوت

ددرراافا

مرااررةة

áªéædG

IOƒ≤ØŸG	
�   áª∏µμdG

:Oó©dG	
�   õ¨d
66 = 6-6*(6+6)

اافقي :
١۱ملك االبوبب - اا اا اا اا اا اا  .

٢۲وودديع االصافي - نعلل (مم)  .
٣۳سيفين - شمس االأصيل (مم)  .
٤هي (مم) - دد دد - نسامحهما  .
٥قم - هر - يقويي (مم) - تعلي  .
٦يمونن - من (مم) - هم - کكد  .

٧۷ززرررر (مم) - ااسف (مم) - لا - اانمو  .
٨۸ااوويي - متر (مم) - االامصارر  .

٩۹االخل (مم) - عکكر (مم) - اايابب  .
١۱٠۰اا اا اا - سباتي (مم) - تراابب  .

١۱١۱جيم - ااحتملته - هل  .
١۱٢۲يم - فل - االقطن - ااند (مم)  .

١۱٣۳ااسناني - االقاموسس  .
١۱٤االاحتيالل (مم) - االعالم  .
١۱٥شيرين عبداالوهابب (مم)  .

عمودديي
١۱موسيقارر االاجيالل  .

٢۲لديهم - باسم ياخورر (مم)  .
٣۳کكيف - ماليزيي (مم) - ااين (مم)  .

٤ااعيدهم - اا اا - فاته  .
٥لاندررووفر - االنحو  .

٦بل - نستريح - يالل  .
٧۷ووصلني - ااتتکكما (مم) - لا  .
٨۸بايسونن - عامل - دداا (مم)  .
٩۹االمقاصف (مم) - ااقلب (مم)  .

١۱٠۰اايامي - االاستطلاعع  .
١۱١۱لح - اايي - نلقنه (مم)  .

١۱٢۲االاهتماماتت - ااعي  .
١۱٣۳االسمع - نصبر - ددمارر  .
١۱٤ااعمالکكما - يلونها (مم)  .

١۱٥اانش - شمس االبارروودديي (مم)  .



While Yemen suffers from brain 

drain, evidence and research into 

the problem is spotty.  According 

to	
�    official	
�     statistics	
�     revealed	
�    by	
�     the	
�    
Ministry of Higher Education and 

Scientific	
�    Research,	
�     the	
�     number	
�     of	
�    
Yemenis holding undergraduate 

and	
�     post-graduate	
�     certificates	
�     yet	
�    
working in neighboring countries is 

almost 30,000. 

Most are doctors or university 

professors, which is particularly 

disturbing considering Yemeni 

hospitals and universities are cur-

rently suffering from a severe lack 

of	
�    qualified	
�    employees.	
�    Dr.	
�    Adnan,	
�    
who works at the Al-Sabaeen Hos-

pital in Sana’a, stated that most of 

the medical students who gradu-

ate from Sana’a University and are 

certified	
�     in	
�     medicine	
�     have	
�     sought	
�    
jobs	
�     abroad.	
�    Rumor	
�     has	
�     it	
�     that	
�     up	
�    
to 130 of Sana’a University’s pro-

fessors have applied for sabbatical 

leave abroad. Many extended their 

time away due to the better pay 

they receive outside Yemen. Some 

have been out of the country for ten 

years. The University Council was 

forced this year to extend their leave 

as there were no funds to pay those 

who	
�     came	
�     back	
�     last	
�     year.	
�     Dhamar	
�    
University is worse: Among the 

three hundred university professors 

representing the teaching body, up 

to eighty are abroad with only thirty 

being	
�    on	
�    official	
�    sabbatical	
�    leave.
Yemen’s brain drain is a real 

concern and directly impacts the 

country’s deteriorating health and 

education services. Hisham Sharaf 

of the Ministry of Higher Education 

and	
�    Scientific	
�    Research	
�     stated	
�     that	
�    
there are many young Yemenis who 

were funded by the government to 

study abroad but  never came back, 

preferring to settle in the countries 

they studied in or to seek work in 

the richer Gulf countries. In his 

opinion, “it constitutes a waste for 

the country’s resources and a huge 

loss for the government.”

Brain drain will get worse in Ye-

men if unchecked. The following is 

suggested:

Strategy:•	
�     	
�     Draft	
�     a	
�     Yemeni	
�     hu-

man capital retention strategy 

and link it to foreign donations 

to assure funding.

Jobs,	
�     jobs,	
�     jobs:	
�    •	
�     Create jobs 

in Yemen—linked to the re-

source strategy—and focus the 

effort during the initial stages 

on those jobs that prevent the 

brain drain, then build and ex-

pand to other sectors.

Incentivize	
�     the	
�     brains:•	
�      

Through appropriate compen-

sation, status and recognition, 

make working in Yemen attrac-

tive	
�     for	
�     those	
�     highly	
�     qualified	
�    
and desired doctors and profes-

sors. If you can appeal to their 

sense of nationalism too, you 

can inspire the youth to follow 

them and aspire to their types of 

employments.

Link	
�    education	
�    to	
�    jobs:•	
�      Link 

the number of positions and 

scholarships in higher education 

to achievable and funded jobs 

linked to the national strategy 

for human capital retention.

Engage	
�     neighboring	
�     coun-•	
�    
tries:	
�     Effective diplomacy will 

help reduce an unreasonable 

flow	
�    of	
�    brains	
�    out	
�    of	
�    Yemen	
�    and	
�    
secure necessary funding.

Achieve	
�     a	
�    minimum	
�    wage:•	
�      

Do	
�     not	
�     forget	
�     the	
�     workers	
�     be-

cause they leave too.  Govern-

ment should develop a reason-

able minimum wage that will 

provide hope for a stronger fu-

ture.
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

Petrochemical plants, refineries.

Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.

Air purification for industry

Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.

Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.
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