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Clashes in capital after
Houthis seize nearby village

B Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A Sept. 17—The Houthis
took control of Al-Qabel village in
Bani Al-Harith district, north of
the capital Sana’a, on Tuesday after
several hours of fighting. Clashes
also broke out on Tuesday evening
in Shamlan area in the capital, leav-
ing seven dead, according to Houthi
sources.

On Tuesday, fighting in Al-Qabel
village, which is about 15 kilometers
away from Sana’a, left 16 soldiers
dead and an undetermined num-
ber of civilians killed and injured,
according to a high ranking official
in the Security Administration of
Sana’a governorate who asked not
to be named.

It remains unclear what sparked
the fighting. The Houthis claimed
the clashes started when Islah Party
members tried to drive their armed
men out of the village.

The Houthis gained control of Al-
Qabel village after prolonged fight-
ing, during which seven armed Islah
men and two Houthis were killed in
addition to another three who were
injured, according to Mohammad
Al-Jarmouzi, a resident in the vil-
lage.

“Sheikh Saleh Amer [the secre-
tary of the president’s military af-
fairs adviser, Brigadier Ali Mohsen
Al-Ahmar] and armed Islah men
threatened Houthi residents and
tried to force them out of the vil-
lage four days ago,” Ali Al-Emad,
a member in the Houthis’ Political
Office, told the Yemen Times on
Wednesday.

Clashes erupted in Shamlan area in the capital on Wednesday, one
day after the Houthis took control of Al-Qabel village, 15 km outside

Sana’a.

Al-Emad said that “due to those
threats, armed Houthis took precau-
tionary measures and armed them-
selves just in case of confrontations.
Then on Tuesday, at dawn, armed
Islah men attacked the Houthis’
houses. Subsequently, our fighters
engaged them for several hours,
during which seven armed Islah
men were killed and two Houthis
were Kkilled, in addition to another
two who were injured.”

“After hours of fighting our armed
men controlled Al-Qabel village and
armed Islah men surrendered while
others fled out of the area,” accord-
ing to Al-Emad.

After the Houthis gained control
of the village they bombed Amer’s
house and a building in the village

belonging to the Islah Party on
Tuesday evening, according to Al-
Jarmouzi.

Clashes inside Sana’a

Following events in Al-Qabel village,
a military convoy was ambushed by
the Houthis in Shamlan area inside
the capital on Tuesday evening and
clashes broke out. Seven soldiers
were killed in the attack, according
to Houthi sources.

Al-Emad accused Ali Mohsen of
dispatching the military convoy to
Al-Qabel. “We were surprised by
over ten army vehicles and another
seven armored ones sent from Brig-
adier Ali Mohsen in Sana’a. But our
people did not allow them to enter
and killed seven and injured a lot

more, in addition to destroying five
military vehicles,” he said.

Neither Amer nor the Islah Party
could be reached for comment.

The director of Bani Al-Harith
district, Abduallah Muharram, said
the clashes in Al-Qabel village were
between the Houthis and residents
in the village, without mentioning
Islah.

“There are around seven bodies on
the street, while all the checkpoints
from Shamlan area to Al-Qabel vil-
lage are manned by the Houthis;
there are no military personnel,” he
said, adding that the clashes ended
at 5 PM.

Adnan Al-Asbahi, a resident in
Shamlan area, said the clashes be-
tween the Houthis and Islah sup-
porters began at 4 PM and ended
late Tuesday night. According to
him, stretching from Madhbah mar-
ket all the way to Shamlan bottled
water factory, citizens had closed
their shops and secured their homes
in Shamlan until Wednesday morn-
ing, fearing the renewal of clashes.

The village of Al-Qabel, located
north of Sana’a, is of special histori-
cal significance for the Houthis. It is
a touristy area which contains Dar
Al-Hajar, the old summer house for
the Imams of the old Imamate.

The Security Administration of
Sana’a refused to comment on these
events.

The Houthis have besieged Sana’a
since August 18, demanding the
toppling of the government, the
reversal of the July 30 fuel subsidy
removal, and the implementation of
the NDC outcomes.

Government victory claims in Al-Ghail

Hl Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Sept. 16—Brigadier Adel
Al-Qumeri, the commander of the
Al-Jawf Command, announced
on Tuesday that the military has
achieved victory over the Houthis
in Al-Ghail district of Al-Jawf gov-
ernorate through air and land at-
tacks.

In an interview with the indepen-
dent Al-Saeeda Channel, Al-Qumeri
said that the military is currently
battling the Houthis in other parts
of the governorate to prevent them
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from controlling any areas in Al-
Jawf, but that victory has been
achieved in Al-Ghail.

However, the Yemen Times was
told that “the clashes are escalat-
ing in Al-Ghail district” by Talal Al-
Azani, the communications officer
for the governor of Al-Jawf’s Media
Office.

Mohammed Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
ber of the Houthis’ Political Office,
also disagreed with the brigadier’s
statement. Al-Bukhaiti told the
Yemen Times that no victory was
achieved over the Houthis in Al-
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Ghail district.

“Ansar Allah [the Houthis] have
battled Islah members in Al-Ghail
district and other areas of Al-Jawf
and was able to gain control of some
location in these areas,” he said.

The involvement of Islah mem-
bers in the fighting was refuted by
Brigadier Al-Qumeri, who said,
“the military, backed by the popu-
lar committees, is currently fighting
against the Houthis in Al-Ja

Investigation into alleged shell-
ing of residential areas

The commander’s announcement
came after the Defense Ministry on
Monday sent a fact-finding commit-
tee to Al-Jawf to investigate the al-
leged shelling of residential areas in
Al-Jawf by Yemen'’s air force.

Locals told the Yemen Times that
on Sunday the air force shelled civil-
ians twice in Al-Khalaq area of Al-
Jawfs’ Al-Rawd district, leaving one
civilian dead and six others wound-
ed, including two women.

contradicted

The Al-Jawf governor’s commu-
nications officer Al-Azani told the
Yemen Times that the committee,
headed by Mahioob Rashad Al-Mas-
ri, head of the Military Intelligence
Department, visited the shelled ar-
eas and met with victims’ relatives.

Faisal Al-Aswad, a journalist
based in Al-Jawf, confirmed to the
Yemen Times that the committee
visited the houses and residential
areas shelled by the air forces to
gather information.

According to Al-Azani, “the com-
mittee returned to Sana'a and will
report to the air force to investigate
with the pilot who shelled these
areas and the information he used
[which led him to target that loca-
tion]. The air force will then report
to President Hadi.”

Abdulsalam Al-Aji, a relative of
three of the victims, said that all the
injured people are still in the Sci-
ence and Technology Hospital in
Sana'a.

Continued on page 2

Newly appointed US
ambassador holds first
press conference

H Ali Abulohoom

SANA'A, Sept. 17—Matthew H.
Tueller, newly appointed US am-
bassador to Yemen, held his first
press conference on Wednesday
morning following his arrival to
Sana’a at the end of May.

He was nominated as the US am-
bassador to Yemen by President
Barack Obama in January this year.
His nomination was confirmed by
the US Senate and he was sworn in
by Secretary of State John Kerry on
May 8.

At the press conference on
Wednesday Tueller expressed US
views concerning the Yemen’s po-
litical transition and events follow-
ing the conclusion of the National
Dialogue Conference (NDC), in-
cluding the violence that erupted

in the capital last week.

A large part of the press confer-
ence revolved around the Houthis.

Houthi supporters set up their
encampments in and around the
capital almost a month ago, after
the government denied its de-
mands which included: Revocation
of the fuel subsidy cuts, reshuffling
of the government, and implemen-
tation of NDC outcomes.

Tueller’s response in light of
recent events was, “we view with
grieve concern the activities of An-
sar Allah [the Houthis] that have
led to the deterioration of the se-
curity situation in the capital. We
called on all parties and all politi-
cal actors to engage in serious good
faith negotiation in order to resolve
this matter peacefully.”

Continued on page 2
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Yemen Today employees threaten protest escalation

H Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Sept. 17—Employees of
Yemen Today, a satellite TV channel
owned by former President Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh, threatened on Wednes-
day to continue their protests unless
their demands are met.

The employees on Monday staged
a protest in front of the headquar-
ters of the General People’s Con-
gress (GPC) in Sana’a to demand
their salaries and the resumption of
the channel’s broadcast.

Yahya Al-Hadi, a broadcaster at
Yemen Today, said that employees
will stage protests in front of the
embassies of the G10 ambassador’s
countries in Sana’a on Thursday to
demand their salaries and the re-
sumption of the channel’s opera-
tions.

“The employees haven’t received
salaries for two months and free-
lance employees haven’t received
any money for five months,” he
added.

Yemen Today was shut down by
presidential guards on orders from
President Hadi on June 11 for “in-
citing violence.” The shut-down
followed the channel’s coverage of
protests that same day, which de-
manded the ousting of the govern-
ment.

Many local and foreign media in-
stitutions condemned the closure of
the channel, saying it violates media
freedom.

Al-Hadi said that the govern-
ment had no reason for closing the
channel, as Yemen Today did not go
against the state and its national in-
terests.

“We were neutral and covered
peoples’ protests against the lack of
fuel and this isn’t a reason to close
the channel. We covered and sup-
ported the military in its war against
Al-Qaeda in Abyan and Shabwa too,”
said Al-Hadi.

Mohammed Al-Omaisi, the direc-
tor of the channel, said that the em-
ployees have a right to protest and to
demand their rights.

“Those employees are demand-
ing salaries and the resumption of
broadcast,” he added.

Al-Omaisi said that the owner of
the channel, which he claimed to
be the GPC party, agreed to provide
salaries for the employees until the
channel resumes broadcasting.

There are more than 250 employ-
ees working for Yemen Today.

“We are currently contacting the

owners of the channel to solve this
matter because the well-trained em-
ployees of the channel may leave for
other jobs if they don’t receive sala-
ries,” added Al-Omaisi.

A source at the Ministry of Infor-
mation spoke to the Yemen Times
on condition of anonymity as he is
not allowed to share information
with the press. The source explained
that the channel was closed due to
disagreements inside the GPC.

“The Information Ministry has
nothing to do with the closure of the
Yemen Today channel and isn’t in
charge of resuming the broadcast,”
he added.

Former President Saleh met with
Yemen Today’s staff on June 24, em-
phasizing that the channel will start
operating again with its entire staff,
but nothing has happened so far.

Negotiations ongoing between the Houthis, government

B Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A, Sept. 16—Negotiations
between the Houthis and the govern-
ment will go ahead, despite obstacles,
Mohammed Al-Bukhaiti told the Ye-
men Times.

Negotiations between both sides
kicked off on Saturday, and are un-
derway in both Sa’ada governorate
and the capital.

Al-Bukhaiti, a member of Houthis’
Political Office, told the Yemen Times
they initially reached an agreement
to lower the price of gas to YR3,000
($14) per 20 liters and reform the
government. “However, there have
been disagreements,” he said.

“The growing escalations will ex-
ert pressure on the government to
come up with solutions quickly,” Al-
Bukhaiti added.

Sultan Al-Atwani, a member of par-
liament, said, “so far, we have been
optimistic the debates between the
government and the Houthi represen-
tatives will yield fruit. The only way
to overcome this situation is through
dialogue, not violence or weapons.”

Al-Atwani called on the Houthis to
put their weapons aside and evacuate
their camps in and around the capital
city.

“Negotiations between the govern-
ment and the Houthi representatives
are ongoing and will take a long time
to arrive at a consensus,” said Ad-
enine Al-Rajehi, a Sana’a-based ana-
lyst who works with the Taiz Centre
for Human Rights.

“The two sides should offer conces-
sions so that debates would pay off.
Now the situation is alarming and po-
litical bickering should be put aside,”

added Al-Rajehi.

The Yemen Times contacted Ahmed
Awdh Bin Mubarak, manager of the
President’s Office, several times but
received no response.

Al-Rajehi clarified the delay for
the negotiation process, saying, “the
Houthi representatives are not happy
about dividing the country into fed-
eral states. They want their region to
have a sea port,” he said.

Mohammad Abdulsalam, the of-
ficial spokesperson for the Houthis,
said in a phone interview with the Azal
satellite TV channel on September 14
that the Houthis wish to include oil-
rich Al-Jawf governorate and Hajja
governorate, which includes a port, in
the federal Azal region.

The Azal region currently includes
Sa’ada, Sana’a, Amran, and Dhamar
governorates.

Ibrahim Al-Moyad, a Houthi pro-
testor, said that in case of failed nego-
tiations, “we will peacefully escalate.
We will close all the capital city en-
trances. And we will use civil disobe-
dience.”

Al-Moyad added, “if the govern-
ment uses lethal force against us,
senior officials will defect from the
government as it happened in the
2011 uprising. This will serve our pur-
pose.”

Negotiations between the two
groups began on Saturday, follow-
ing the killing of Houthi protesters
in front of the cabinet in Sana’a on
September 9. Special Adviser to the
UN Secretary-General on Yemen, Ja-
mal Benomar, released a statement
on Monday, saying that he will con-
tinue mediating negotiations with the
Houthis and government.

2011 uprising victims still await compensation

H Ali Abulohoom

SANA’A, Sept. 16—Victims of the
2011 uprising and Southern Move-
ment clashes have still not been
compensated despite President Hadi
ordering the monthly payments to
begin at the end of July.

The 2011 Revolutionary Victims
Fund is tasked to disperse monthly
stipends to those left severely dis-
abled and to the families of those
killed in both the 2011 uprising and
Southern Movement clashes.

Sarah Abdullah Hassan, the head
of the fund, told the Yemen Times
in mid-July that by the end of the
month the fund would begin hand-
ing out compensation to those left
severely disabled and to the fami-
lies of those killed in both the 2011
uprising and Southern Movement
clashes with the government.

The monthly compensation was
determined in July to be YR35,000
($163), about the same as a soldier’s
salary. It was to be paid to 800 in-
jured members of the 2011 uprising
and to 50 members of the Southern
Movement. This does not include
all the victims, only those who have
submitted the required documenta-
tion to the 2011 Revolutionary Vic-

tims Fund.

In early July President Hadi de-
manded the Ministry of Finance to
pay compensations at the end of the
month. However, not a single victim
has received any payments yet.

On Tuesday, Hassan told the Ye-
men Times that the 2011 Revolu-
tionary Victims Fund is not respon-
sible for the postponement of the
monthly funds being disbursed.

“There has been a misconception
about the task of the fund. The fund
is not tasked with handing money
out to the people but instead with
providing the Ministry of Finance
with a database of those killed and
wounded to endorse monthly pay-
ments that would be disbursed af-
terwards by post offices throughout
Yemen,” she explained.

According to Hassan, the Ministry
of Finance has already been pro-
vided with the necessary data by the
fund but the budget for the monthly
compensation is outstanding.

Hamid Al-Othaib, the general
manager of the Department of
Governmental Funds Budget at the
Ministry of Finance, told the Yemen
Times that “the problem doesn’t lie
in the Ministry of Finance as it has
endorsed the budget of the fund.” In

his opinion, the entire treasury defi-
cit is to blame and explains why the
money has not been disbursed yet.

Hassan confirmed that she has re-
quested for the Minister of Finance
Mohammed Zimam to disburse
the monthly stipends, adding that
the current political and economic
troubles may prevent them from fol-
lowing through with the president’s
order.

In addition to providing the Min-
istry of Finance with a database of
the victims, the fund is also tasked
with facilitating medical support of
the injured, sending those seriously
wounded abroad to receive treat-
ment and sending those with mild
injuries to local hospitals.

Hashim Al-Abarah, a 25-year-old
victim of the government’s violent
response to the peaceful protests in
2011, said despite the fact that his
file has been submitted to the fund,
he has received no treatment thus
far.

Al-Abarah lost a kidney and his
spleen when he was shot during a
march on April 28, 2011. “Iam still in
urgent need of two surgeries, but the
fund always brushes off my frequent
requests,” Al-Abarah exclaimed.

“How could they hand money out

monthly to injured people whilst
they are uncommitted to providing
injured people with health care and
medicines?” he questioned.

Responding to this, Hassan said
that once the fund was established
in September 2013 it directly took
care of those injured by sending
them to hospitals, including to some
outside of Yemen if they could not
be treated locally, based only on the
seriousness of the cases and nothing
else.

“We at once received
YR200,000,000 ($930,000) from
the government and we are about to
finish spending all the money on al-
most 800 injured protesters and we
are still receiving more documents
of the rest of the injured. The only
budget we have right now is the do-
nation of Nobel Laureate Tawakkol
Karman, estimated to be $500,000.
Soon we will start spending it on the
injured.”

The 2011 uprising left 1,444 killed
and around 29,000 wounded, many
of whom are permanently handi-
capped. In addition, around 2,000
people from the Southern Move-
ment have been killed and around
7,000 have been wounded in pro-
tests since 2007.

Al-Ghail contradicted
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Al-Aji added that the committee
visited them on Tuesday and dis-
cussed the incident with them.

“They promised to compen-
sate us but we only want the
committee to uncover those who
gave wrong information to the air
force,” added Al-Aji. He refused
to comment on what form of
compensation was offered, only
saying that it was declined by the
victims and their families.

So far, the government has
not released any statement re-
sponding to the accusations by
locals that residential areas were
shelled by the air force.

The Yemen Times tried for days
to contact the Defense Ministry
but did not receive a response.

Fighting prevents electricity
line repairs

In a related development, the
Electricity Ministry said on Tues-
day that it was unable to fix dam-
aged power lines in Al-Jawf due

to the ongoing clashes in the gov-
ernorate.

The power lines, which run
from Marib governorate to
Sana’a, were damaged in Al-
Jawf on Monday due to clashes
between the Houthis and the mili-
tary, backed by the popular com-
mittees.

“The engineering teams, ac-
companied by security personnel,
were unable to fix the power lines
in Al-Jawf due to the ongoing
clashes. Even if the power lines
are fixed, they may be attacked
any moment,” the state-run Saba
News Agency quoted a source in
the ministry as saying.

The Electricity Ministry on
Monday announced that the
Marib gas power station stopped
working due to the new damage
to the power lines in Al-Jawf.

Residents in the capital Sana’a
are reporting daily power outages
lasting for at least eight hours, of-
ten running much longer.

press conference

He emphasized that talks
between President Hadi and
the Houthis should be based
on the GCC Initiative and
NDC outcomes. “We strong-
ly support President Hadi in
his effort to resolve this issue
through negotiations. We
along with G10 colleagues
have indicated that we are
preparing to take actions to
identify and take measures
against any parties and indi-
viduals that are threatening
the peaceful transition of Ye-
men,” he added.

Tueller declared that the
US differentiates between
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula and the Houthis.
“We do make a distinction
between a group that par-
ticipates and continues par-
ticipation in the political pro-
cess. The Houthi movement
participated in the NDC and
made many positive contri-

butions to the outcomes of
it.t. They have a legitimate
political position and aspira-
tion to take part in the politi-
cal process. When they re-
sort to the use of arms and
intimidation, that's when we
begin to question the ac-
tivities of Ansar Allah [the
Houthis].”

Tueller called on Abdul-
malik Al-Houthi and the
movement he represents
to participate in the political
process to achieve their as-
pirations.

Tueller admitted that
there is no direct contact
with Al-Houthi as he refuses
to meet with American rep-
resentatives.

“l have no objection to
meet with the Houthis as
they represent a significant
portion of the Yemeni popu-
lation. | will tell them if they
have any grievances from

the past, they can be peace-
fully addressed.”

Tueller implicitly — sup-
ported the demands of the
Houthis who are, amongst
others, pressing fora change
in government and the elimi-
nation of corruption.

Seeing their demands
as legitimate, he high-
lighted parallels between
the Houthis’ demands and
NDC decisions. The NDC
has called for a change of
government, he explained,
“and it should be based on
ministers free of political in-
fluences, eliminating corrup-
tion and implementing the
outcomes of the NDC.”

“| certainly believe that if
the negotiation turns suc-
cessful, it will represent a
step in the right direction...
and it will stabilize the situa-
tion in Sana’a and surround-
ing areas.”

111th Brigade soldiers on
strike in Abyan

H Ali lbrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Sept. 16—The 111th
Infantry Mountain Brigade in
Ahwar district of Abyan gover-
norate has witnessed a division in
the past two weeks, as two units
in the brigade refuse to obey their
commander’s orders to fight off
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula (AQAP).

Shaker Al-Ghadeir, an offi-
cer in the 111th Infantry Moun-
tain Brigade, confirmed that the
two regiments who are fighting
armed men in the area, alleged
to be AQAP members, are still re-
fusing to obey their commander’s
orders.

“The soldiers’ excuse is that
the commander sends them to
be easy prey for Al-Qaeda. When
a patrol leaves the camp, armed
men attack it and kill soldiers
and no action is undertaken by
the brigade’s command to protect
them,” he said. “If a patrol team
asked the brigade’s command for
help, they send it late, thereby
giving the armed men a chance
to escape, and we consider this a
betrayal,” added Al-Ghadeir, who
supports the soldiers’ position.

Sadiq Abuallah Aamer, a sol-
dier who opposes the commander
of the brigade, echoed similar
thoughts to Al-Ghadeir. “The
command does not care about us
and they send us on patrols in the
districts where we become targets
for armed AQAP members,” he
said. “They kill us over and over
and the command fails to do its
job which is supporting us during
clashes with AQAP.”

The division of the 111th Bri-
gade follows clashes between the
3rd Battalion, which is part of the
111th Brigade, and alleged AQAP
members on September 6. The
fighting led to the killing of four
AQAP suspects, two of whom are
Saudi nationals, Ibrahim Mo-
hammad Saleh Al-Aseery and Su-
liman Al-Mansaki, according to
Al-Ghadeir.

“Those killed in the fighting

were identified through their ID
cards, and their dead bodies were
taken tothe 4th Military Com-
mand in Aden governorate. Two
soldiers were killed and another
two were injured in the same
clashes, and the brigade’s com-
mand did nothing to help,” ac-
cording to Al-Ghadeir. “A large
group of armed Al-Qaeda mem-
bers moved from Al-Mahfad
district [in Abyan governorate]
to Ahwar district when the mili-
tary started a military campaign
against AQAP in Al-Mahfad,”
added Al-Ghadeir, who is expect-
ing clashes between the brigade
and AQAP suspects soon.

The Yemen Times attempted to
contact the brigade’s commander
but was unable to reach him as
his cellphone was switched off.

Jamal Al-Qeiz, head of the Se-
curity Department at the Defense
Ministry, confirmed to the Yemen
Times that it has not been report-
ed to the ministry yet that soldiers
from the 111th Infantry Mountain
Brigade have refused orders for
more than two weeks.

Al-Qeiz added, “the rebel-
lion poses a serious problem be-
cause Ahwar district is one of the
main areas in which AQAP has
a strong presence. A month ago
the brigade was backed up with a
military unit from Sana’a, to sup-
port them in the fighting against
AQAP.”

“When any brigade witnesses
such a rebellion, the ministry
sends forces from other military
camps to restore security,” said
Al-Qaeiz.

Since 2011 Al-Mahfad and Ah-
war districts are considered two
of the most important strong-
holds of AQAP.

The 111th Brigade has been
stationed in Ahwar district since
2011 and has been engaged in on-
going fighting with alleged AQAP
members from May 2011 until
June 2012. The brigade remained
in the district after AQAP was
forced out of Ahwar by a large-
scale military offensive.

UN Sanctions Committee
prepared to punish
political spoilers

H Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A, Sept. 17—The UN Se-
curity Council Sanctions Commit-
tee issued a statement on Tuesday
saying it is ready to consider de-
termining individuals and entities
to be sanctioned for obstructing
Yemen’s political transition.

The Sanctions Committee was
established by Security Council
Resolution 2140 (2014) on Febru-
ary 26.

The statement was released
amidst ongoing tensions between
the government and the Houthis,
a Shia rebel group that has set up
camps in and around the capital
since August 18.

“Committee  members ex-
pressed their readiness, with a
sense of urgency, to consider pro-
posals for the designation of in-
dividuals or entities as subject to
the targeted sanctions measures,”
the statement read.

The Committee’s panel of ex-
perts would focus on “specific
lines of inquiry and case-studies
in relation to individuals or en-
tities engaging in or providing
support for acts that threaten the
peace, security, or stability in Ye-
men,” the statement added.

The Committee said it already
investigated four issues related
to Yemen’s security and stability.
These issues include the violence
and armed conflict in the north
of the country, the activities and
influence of former President Ali
Abdullah Saleh and the General
People’s Congress, the activities
of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Pen-
insula, and the Southern Move-

ment, as well as ongoing attacks
on oil and gas distribution pipe-
lines.

In the north of the country, it is
the “activities of the Houthis, the
Islah Party, tribesmen, and other
groups involved in the conflict”
that are being investigated.

Mohammed Al-Bukhaiti, a
member of the Houthis’ Political
Office, called the Sanctions Com-
mittee’s statement “unimport-
ant.”

“The formation of the sanctions
committee is a humiliation to Ye-
menis. If the Security Council is
serious in making Yemen a better
place, they would accommodate
all political powers in the deci-
sion-making process and oppose
the corrupt officials,” Al-Bukhaiti
told the Yemen Times.

In case sanctions were imposed
on individuals and groups they
would only harm Yemen’s inter-
ests, he said.

The Yemen Times tried to con-
tact the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and the Ministry of Human
Rights several times but did not
receive any response.

Asad Omar, a legal expert who
is working with the Yemen Ob-
servatory for Human Rights, told
the Yemen Times he accuses the
Sanctions Committee’s statement
and its investigations of being
late.

Omar added that the immunity
that was granted to former Presi-
dent Saleh as part of the Gulf Co-
operation Council Initiative is not
effective internationally, pointing
out that international sanctions
could be imposed on him.
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International diplomacy steers Yemeni Politics

B Khalid Al-Karimi
‘ ‘ he nation is
undergoing a
very compli-
cated situa-
tion. It is in
front of a crossroad. It is either the
choice of life, development, and a
new Yemen, or havoc and insecuri-
ty,” President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi said in a speech on September
2 in the presence of senior state of-
ficials.

While the status quo is of course
alarming in Yemen, Hadi appears to
remain confident. Unlike his prede-
cessor Ali Abdullah Saleh in 2011,
he has so far enjoyed unquestioning
and unwavering support from the
international community.

The Yemeni example illustrates
the crucial role that international
diplomacy can have on deciding the
president’s fate and a country’s po-
litical future.

International condemnation
of Saleh

In 2011, Ali Abdullah Saleh man-
aged to resist months of popular
and nationwide protests demanding
the ousting of his government.

The considerable internal pres-
sure placed on Saleh by ongoing
demonstration was reinforced by
wide-spread international condem-
nation of his cling to power and vio-
lent response to protests.

Strong statements condemning
the violent protests inYemen came
from the US, the UN, Gulf countries,
and the European Union .

International actors, particularly
representatives of the UN and the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC),
visited Yemen long before Saleh’s
resignation, criticizing the govern-
ment’s violence against protesters
and calling for a peaceful political
transition inside the country.

While Saleh long rejected the
transition-of-power plan offered by
the opposition, or Joint Party Meet-
ing (JMP), he gave in to rising inter-
nal and external pressure in April
2011, accepting the GCC’s invita-
tion to negotiate Yemen’s political

future with international actors and
the JMP.

International pressure did not
end there. In July 2011 a UN fact-
finding mission visited Yemen, doc-
umenting serious and widespread
abuses of human rights and calling
for an independent international
investigation to hold those respon-
sible accountable.

In early October, a leading po-
litical activist calling for political
change in Yemen, Tawakkol Kar-
man, was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize.

All the while, international actors
continued to call for a peaceful po-
litical transition which, in the eyes
of many, increasingly equaled a de-
mand to end Saleh’s regime.

On October 21, 2011, the United
Nations Security Council issued
Resolution 2014. It called on the
ruling party represented by Presi-
dent Saleh and the opposition par-
ties (JMP) to sign the GCC Initia-
tive, which was first announced in
April in 2011.

After many maneuvers, Saleh
inked the agreement on November
23, 2011 in return for immunity
from prosecution.

While it is clear that Saleh’s resig-
nation was not solely caused by in-
ternational interference, diplomatic
pressure and involvement certainly
constituted an important factor in
the former president’s downfall,
and indeed, the current political de-
velopments in the country.

International support for Hadi
Three years after Saleh’s departure,
international interference in Ye-
meni politics is yet again making
headlines—this time acting largely
in favor of the incumbent President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi.

It is especially now, in light of an
increasing spread of the Houthis in
the north of the country and in the
capital, that the international sup-
port of President Hadi gains in im-
portance.

In the middle of August, Houthi
supporters started erecting their
camps at the entrances of Sana’a,
and later inside the capital itself,

calling for the toppling of the gov-
ernment, the revocation of the fuel
subsidy removal, and the imple-
mentation of the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC) outcomes. The
Houthis’ have maintained tents in
Change Square near Sana’a Univer-
sity since 2011.

In late August, the UN Security
Council called on Houthi militants
to withdraw from Amran and re-
move camps pitched in the heart of
the capital city and on its outskirts.

“The Security Council expresses
grave concern about the deterio-
ration of the security situation in
Yemen in light of the action taken
by the Houthis, led by Abdulmalik
Al-Houthi, and those who support
them, to undermine the political
transition and the security of Ye-
men,” the council said in a state-
ment.

The statement explicitly con-
demned the Houthi campaign to
bring down the government, the
establishment of camps, and the
ongoing fighting in Al-Jawf gover-
norate.

At the same time, the Security
Council reaffirmed its support for
the president, calling on all govern-
ment bodies to step up efforts to
develop much needed reforms, in-
cluding reforms of the security and
military fields.

In the same vein, in mid-August
in Sana’a, Jamal Benomar, the
United Nations Special Envoy to Ye-
men, called on all parties in Yemen
to commit to the GCC Initiative and
its Implementation Mechanism as
well as the NDC outcomes and the
Security Council resolutions on Ye-
men so that these parties go ahead
towards building a new Yemen.

With recent events in Sana’a it
appears that international support
goes as far as granting impunity to
Hadi.

On September 9, when Houthi
protesters were killed by security
forces in front of the cabinet in
Sana’a, not only did the government
stay silent on the deaths, but so did
the international community.

On September 11, Jamal Benom-
ar, speaking of the September g kill-
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President Obama met with Yemeni President Abdu Rabu Mansour

Hadi earlier this month at the White House.

ing of Houthis by government forc-
es, merely “expressed his deepest
regret over the loss of lives due to
the unfolding events in the past few
days.” On September 13, he released
another statement, equally vague,
placing no responsibility on the Ye-
meni government or demanding it
to investigate the deaths.

A statement by the Group of Ten
Ambassadors on September 13 also
makes no specific mention of the
killings, only placing blame on the
Houthis and expressing “grave con-
cern in particular regarding [the
Houthis’] public actions which have
led to instability.”

The Human Rights Watch (HRW)
report released September 14 con-
stitutes an exception to this interna-
tional silence. It clearly states that
“unnecessary lethal force” was used
by security forces in dispersing un-
armed protesters. “Human Rights
Watch has documented two other
incidents in Yemen since President
Hadi took office in February 2012
in which military and other secu-
rity forces used unnecessary lethal
force,” the report reads.

According to HRW, “the govern-
ment has announced official investi-
gations into allegations of unlawful
force by the security forces, but no

results have been made public. No
officials have been held account for
excessive force or unlawful killings,
as far as Human Rights Watch has
been able to determine.”

Reasons behind Hadji’s inter-
national support

Political analysts in Sana’a suggest
two reasons as to why the interna-
tional community is supporting
President Hadi, one of them being
the president’s legitimacy and the
other being the presence of Al-Qae-
dain the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
in Yemen.

“If the international community
sees a president fit, they try to main-
tain him in office. Hadi, at the mo-
ment, is deemed appropriate in the
eyes of the international commu-
nity,” says political analyst Adnan
Al-Rajehi.

In addition, “the world witnessed
that the president [Hadi] waged a
war against Al-Qaeda in 2012. Hadi
expelled Al-Qaeda operatives from
many areas in Abyan and Shabwa
governorates [southern Yemen].”
Though Saleh was also fighting Al-
Qaeda, Al-Rajehi said Saleh was
only trying to please the interna-
tional community and was not sin-
cere in his fight of AQAP in Yemen.

“The international community
granted Saleh millions of dollar, but
nothing was achieved,” he pointed
out.

Other analysts emphasize the im-
portance of Hadi’s political legiti-
macy as reason for his international
support.

They point out that Hadi came to
power through the GCC Initiative—a
transitional power deal brokered by
the GCC, the US, and the UN—and
an uncontested, single-candidate
presidential election.

Adel Amin, a Sana’a-based writer
and political analyst, links Hadi’s
legitimacy to both local and inter-
national factors. On the one hand,
Hadi differs from his predecessor in
that he was elected in 2012, follow-
ing a popular uprising. This, Amin
argues, grants him a certain degree
of local legitimacy. At the same
time, “Hadi makes his decision after
consulting with the [UN] member
states,” which, according to Amin,
explains his unrivaled international
support.

Ever since his election, Hadi has
implemented reforms, such as the
restructuring of the military, that
were welcomed by a majority of lo-
cals and by the international com-
munity, further bolstering his legiti-
macy.

Another reason why, this time,
the international community is sup-
porting Yemen’s president, is that
the nature of the Houthi protests
differs from the wave of popular
uprisings sweeping through the
Middle East in 2011. “The protests
of the Houthi supporters are not as
serious as the 2011 protests,” Rajeh
says.

Locals who do not support the
Houthis see the group’s actions in
Sana’a not as a legitimate attempt to
promote democracy in the country,
but instead as an attempt to rein-
state the Imamate that ruled north-
ern Yemen until 1962. Furthermore,
the major international players do
not support the Houthis, viewing
them as a further threat to Yemen’s
stability and security with little per-
ceivable advantage to countries like
the US or Saudi Arabia.

When

Story by Mohammad
Al-Khayat
Photo by Ali lbrahim
Al-Moshki

isiting the food distri-
bution center of the
Islamic Relief Organi-
zation (IRO) on Marib
Street on the outskirts
of Sana’a makes one fully realize the
suffering that internally displaced
persons (IDPs) in Yemen endure.

A woman in her seventies stands
in along line under the burning sun,
waiting for 50 kilos of flour, two and
a half liters of oil, and four kilos of
beans.

This is the monthly amount of
staple foods each person receives
from the IRO in Sana’a.

Opposite the line of internally dis-
placed persons, traders are awaiting
their daily commodities. In Sana’a,
as elsewhere, a few business-mind-
ed men discovered aid goods to be a
potential source of income.

Ahmed Al-Qadhi, who used to be
a wholesaler, found a new product
to trade in aid commodities. It was
in 2014, with an increasing num-
ber of internally displaced people
streaming into Sana’a, that he be-
gan to spend more time around
IRO’s distribution center.

Along with four or five others, Al-
Qadhi is now buying aid commodi-
ties from IDPs. He sells those goods
in his wholesale store elsewhere in
Sana’a. Al-Qadhi’s business idea
capitalizes on the difficulties that
IDPs face in transporting their aid
back home.

It is not easy to move around
50 kilos of flour and four kilos of
beans.

“We buy these food items to help
refugees who cannot take them

ald becomes a business

to the places they live in,” said Al-
Qadhi, adding that “we buy those
goods at prices that are suitable—
for us and for them too.”

In a seeming attempt to further
justify his work, Al-Qadhi empha-
sizes that “we do not buy food items
except with the owners’ permission.
Actually, in many cases they come
to us and ask us to buy the items
that the IRO has given them.”

Dealing in aid commodities ap-
pears to be fairly profitable and has
become Al-Qadhi’s sole source of
income.

Al-Qadhi buys one aid ratio for
YR4,000 ($18.61). According to
one of the IDPs from Amran, Mo-
hammad Aqabat, the actual worth
of the aid package, comprising 50
kilos of flour, two and a half liters
of oil, and 4 kilos of beans, is worth
much more than that.

“The price is too low, the YR4,000
($18.61) for which we sell our share
is not enough to buy a 50 kilo sack
of flower, which costs YR6,200
($28.85),” he complains.

Aqabat said the total cost of
the IRO’s food items is YR9,200
($42,81) when bought in the shops
near his house.

According to Aqabat, Al-Qadhi
pays only half of the aid commodi-
ties’ actual price.

Al-Qadhi defends himself, saying
that some flour sacks that he buys
from the IDPs are damaged, which
is why he buys all items at lower
prices, which is a calculated risk.

According to Al-Qadhi, the sacks
of flour are stored for a long time
during which some of the flour be-
comes moist and cloddy, or mag-
got-ridden.

Nasser Saeed, who is one of the
IDPs in Sana’a, observed that some
traders who found the flour they

Dealing in aid commodities appears to be fairly profitable and has become the sole source of income for
a few Yemenis in Sana’a.

bought to be bad still sell it—only
they put it in different bags first.
The IRO’s bags, which carry the
World Food Programme logo, are
not trusted by many Yemenis, he
explains.

The IRO does not check the qual-
ity of the flour before distributing it,
yet, if returned by IDPs it replaces
unusable goods with new ones, ac-
cording to Ibrahim Salah, an IRO
employee. The replacement of aid

goods is only possible, however, as
long as the IDPs and the goods they
received have not left the IRO’s ter-
ritory, Salah explains.

From bad to worse: IDPs need
to sell their aid

“I live far away from these distri-
bution centers; I am forced to sell
my share. If I wanted to move my
share to where I live, it would cost
me as much as it is worth, thus I am

forced to sell the aid I receive for a
low price,” said Aqabat.

Others are more lucky than Aqa-
bat and able to circumvent the diffi-
culties of transportation. “The other
refugees in my area, my cousins
and I, get together and rent a car to
transport all the food shares to our
villages, which significantly reduces
the cost of transportation,” says
Saleh Hammad, an IDP from Am-
ran governorate.

“If we decided to sell our food
shares, we would do so at a low
price, but the traders will profit
by a rate of 100 percent, and there
would be no benefit for us. Thus we
rent one car and take our shares to
where we live,” added Hammad.

Salah says that the IRO is aware
that a large group of displaced peo-
ple are selling their aid commodi-
ties to traders as they cannot move
it or, as he suggests, have no need
for it to begin with.

“We give the displaced people
their food shares, whether they are
going to sell it or not that’s up to
them. We can only give them their
food shares and nothing more,” he
explains.

Salah adds “the problem with
the place we are distributing food
at is that it is located far away from
some people. But it is closer to oth-
ers, which is the reason why we
can’t change where we distribute
the aid.”

Suggestion of distributing the
goods at several places in Sana’a,
or even via home delivery, are dis-
missed with reference to a lack of
man power and resources.

First Lieutenant Hamood Al-
Matrafi, a security officer at the IRO
distribution center, explains that
the IRO’s security personnel cannot
stop the “unfair sales.”

“They are happening with the
consent of both parties—although
it is not in the best interest of the
displaced. However, it is their per-
sonal choice, they are not forced to
sell anything.”

Security personnel can only in-
tervene in case of actual clashes or
physical altercations in and around
the center. “Our priority is always
the protection of the Islamic Relief
crew,” he added.
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Yemeni women making a difference

Wafa Mohammad is a 37-year-
old employee at the Projects De-
partment of the Al-Atif Founda-
tion for Development.

She lives and works in Hodeida
governorate, which is considered
to be one of the poorest in Ye-
men.

People in Hodeida suffer from

H Nasser Mutahar power Yemen’s minorities and to stand up for their
rights. Their peaceful struggle in many ways reflects the
broader political goals and visions put forth during the
National Dialogue Conference.

Five exemplary Yemeni women from around the
country are profiled below. Their work and initiatives
constitute valuable contributions to Yemeni society.
They have been interviewed as part of a project by the
Yemen 21 Forum, a local NGO based in Sana’a. Funded
by the Embassy of The Netherlands, the project aims to
give a voice to Yemeni women whose work can in many
ways be regarded as outstanding.

t is as important as ever that now, during Ye-
men’s transition, civil society and individual
contributions help in building a new Yemen.
Given the government’s current crisis, much
of the society’s well-being is dependent on the
support and services provided by Yemeni citizens.

A large and often underappreciated number of those
working with local aid organizations in Yemen are
women.

It is a noble undertaking by Yemeni women to em-

dividual donors, finding them to
be more generous than expected.
Once the camp was built, the
Ministry of Public Health and
Population provided medicine
and doctors, who were working
in the camp for one month, af-
ter which the camp was removed
again.

To be blind does not mean that
your life has ended and that all
that is left for you to do is sit at
home, grow old, and eventually
die—That is at least what 30-year-
old manager Hana’a Al-Ghazali,
who is working for the Home for
Blind Women, believes.

Al-Ghazali, who herself became
blind when she was a child, com-
plains that “society thinks of these
women as having two impair-
ments: The first being blind and
the second being female.”

This belief has led some fam-
ily members to discourage their
blind offspring from obtaining any
proper education.

Perceiving the treatment of
many blind women as unfair, Al-
Ghazali launched the Dar Al-Amal
(House of Hope) in Ibb city. The
organization is trying to enlist as
many blind women into the edu-
cation system. Currently, the Dar
Al-Amal has forty female members
from outside Ibb city and thirty

Hana’a Al-Ghazali, Ibb governorate

members from within the city.

Having herself obtained a bach-
elor degree, Al-Ghazali is currently
doing a master program in admin-
istrative sciences. She knows the
difficulty that many blind women,
who wish to pursue their educa-
tion, are facing at home.

In fact, Al-Ghazali argues that
families’ unwillingness to support
their blind daughters in pursuing
a higher education constitutes one
of Dar Al-Amal’s key challenges.
Some families, she explains, lock
their daughters up at home, say-
ing that this is what God had
wanted for them. They do not see
the chance that education offers to
their children: The chance of ob-
taining knowledge and the chance
of leaving the house, socializing
and mingling with others. It is
through education, she says, that
the blinds’ barrier of inability and
powerlessness can be broken.

Al-Ghazali holds regular meet-
ings with the parents of blind

women, trying to bring across the
advantages lying in education.
Unfortunately, having a blind
daughter is widely considered a
shame, says Al-Ghazali, adding
that “the real shame” is taking
away those daughters’ right to ed-
ucation and depriving them from
participating in society.
Determined to improve the situ-
ation of blind women in Yemen,
Al-Ghazali says “willpower is the
base of everything; in case blind
girls have the will power they can
overcome any obstacles.”
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dire living conditions and dis-
eases are widespread—especially
among the poor in Al-Mahraqa
area. Rather than standing idle
in the face of this suffering, Mo-
hammad initiated the building of
a medical camp to treat skin dis-
eases in August 2013.

To begin with, Mohammad
went to collect money from in-

The most important medicine,
according to Mohammad, is the
spread of awareness. Educat-
ing people about illnesses and
preventive measures constitutes
an essential part of her daily
work. Mohammad is convinced
that change can only come from
within and cannot be imposed on
the people. Education and aware-

Amani Abdulbaki, Taiz governorate

Amani Abdulbaki is 28 years old
and lives in Taiz governorate. She
is convinced that all members of
society have rights and that those
members who are mentally or
physically handicapped need to
be granted special rights.

Abdulbaki works at the Handi-
capped Rehabilitation Associa-
tion in Taiz governorate, trying to
ensure that handicapped Yemenis
are granted the same right to edu-
cation as everyone else.

She continues being surprised
by families’ who strongly op-
pose bringing their offspring to
the Handicapped Rehabilitation
Association. Families, she says,
frequently reject the idea of a
handicapped person’s education.
Abdulbaki is frequently confront-
ed with the argument that the ed-

While society avoids talking about
child molestation, and consid-
ers it a taboo, 34-year-old Ensaf
Abdulsalam is brave enough to
break that silence.

Working as the manager of The
Woman and Child Department at
the Al-Amal Foundation in Ho-
deida governorate, Abdulsalam
feels it is not only her job but her
personal responsibility to fight the
sexual harassment of children.

The department she is manag-
ing holds regular training courses
about the threats of sexual ha-
rassment, targeting children in
kindergarten, first-graders, and
mothers, whom she considers to
play a crucial role in children’s
education.

Most people in Yemen simply con-
demn and denounce the violation
of children’s rights in Yemen, yet
fail to take steps against it.

Moaheb Al-Absi, the 30-year-
old head of For a Safe Childhood
Initiative in Taiz governorate,
constitutes an exception to that
rule. In her view, children’s rights
are not only violated through
physical abuse but also through
lacking education.

For a Safe Childhood Initiative
mainly focuses on poor children
as they require the most support
in obtaining an education.

Finding an appropriate venue in
which children can gather proves
to be a major challenge, Al-Absi
explains. It usually takes her a
long time to locate small houses in
the governorate that can be turned
into provisional meeting points.

Spreading awareness about the

Ensaf Abdulsalam, Hodeida governorate

ucation of handicapped children
and youth would not make a dif-
ference to their families—no good
can come out of handicapped
children.

Sadly, families thus often fail
to provide anything more than
the most basic support—food and
shelter—to their handicapped
children.

“Some people say they have no
need for the handicapped, and
they discourage them through
hurtful words instead of encour-
aging them.”

This is exactly what Abdulbaki
tries to change. She aims to raise
parents’ awareness about the need
of educating their handicapped
children and integrating them in
society. Hence, one of her proj-
ects is to bring normal students to

Through her work Abdulsalam
wants to make sure mothers do
not overlook the potential danger
of child molestation and wishes
to raise awareness among chil-
dren, as young as two years old—
“Because they are children and
cannot [yet] tell good from bad,”
Abdulsalam says.

Abdulsalam admits that it took
her a long time to decide to fight
the harassment of children. What
ultimately motivated her was the
fact that child molestation was in-
creasing, but remained largely ig-
nored by society. In her opinion,
it is embarrassment that prevents
people from raising the issue of
sexually harassed children in Ye-
men.

Moaheb Al-Absi, Taiz governorate iy
aa %

importance of educa-
tion and sexual ha-
rassment  constitute
two key issues that Al-
Absi wishes to com-
municate.

Her work, however,
does not go unchal-
lenged. “When we
started raising chil-
dren’s awareness, we
faced opposition from
their parents who said
a child’s main duty is
to make money and
support the family,
and that education is
not very important.”

With time, however,
most families among
the economically dis-
advantaged begin to accept the
importance of education, Al-Absi
says. They gradually start enlist-

ness, she argues, are the base of
every form of development.
When asked about her goals

and dreams, Mohammad re-
sponds, “everyone has dignity;
my goal is to preserve the dignity
of those people that society looks
down on with disdain.”

study alongside the handicapped
ones.

In the long run, Abdulbaki
hopes that the special needs and
rights of Yemen’s handicapped
will find recognition in develop-
ments and reforms on both the
political and the social level.

In the last two months alone,
Abdusalam has spoken with 200
children and 400 mothers at
schools and mosques.

What keeps Abdulsalam doing
her work is the praise and grati-
tude she receives from mothers
who attend her awareness-raising
seminars.

ing their children in schools—even
if simultaneously requiring them
to work and earn money.
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“To make Yemen
a good world
citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR OPINION

We must look to
the future, not fight
over the past

here is historical animosity between
two of the strongest, if not the stron-
gest, tribes in Yemen: Hashid and Bak-
il. Although they share borders, history,
and origin, they don’t share fate.

For over three decades, Hashid has had superi-
ority over Bakil despite its comparatively smaller
size. This dominancy started before Hashid’s af-
filiate, former President Saleh, became president.
But he made sure that Hashid, and especially the
Sanhan tribe to which he belongs, had a huge ad-
vantage in wealth, access to power, and authority
over Bakil, and the rest of the country for that mat-
ter.

The two tribes have had their confrontations
over the years. One of the most recent significant
examples occurred during the Sa’ada wars between
2004 and 2010 when Saleh recruited fighters from
Hashid while Bakil supported the Houthis with
money, weapons, men, and most importantly land
for refuge and safe passage.

Today, with the Al-Ahmar family’s power being
challenged by official means with the prime min-
ister’s position removed from their control, or un-
official means by becoming a sitting target for the
Houthis in Amran without any backup from the
state, Bakil is using this as payback time.

Another alliance between Bakil and the Houthis
is being forged and now that they are standing at
the edges of Sana’a side by side, they believe that
it is ok to demand their turn in power, even if it
means sharing some of it with the Houthis.

Simultaneously, Saleh is playing another of his
trademark games as he promises and delivers sup-
port to the Houthis, just to get back at members of
his own tribe, including those from the Al-Ahmar
family, for going against him in 2011. He does this
knowing for a fact that if the Houthis come to pow-
er, his head would be the first to fall off, followed
possibly by the other names on the Houthis’ black
list, including Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar, who led the
wars against them, and the entire Al-Ahmar fam-
ily, among others.

Saleh knows that the Houthis will not forget
how he assassinated their leader Hussein Bader
Al-Deen Al-Houthi ten years ago after tricking him
into surrendering. Still, he is currently support-
ing the Houthis who, according to the Ministry of
Interior’s report, are the ones behind the tunnel
reaching underneath his house—perhaps to pay
him a long overdue house call.

And here comes the role of Bakil tribe. The
Houthis know that they can’t rely on Saleh, his
money, or his promises, so they seek old friends
who have a similar goal. Bakil wants revenge. So
do the Houthis, and this explains today’s dynam-
ics.

It is not fair that Sana’a and the entire country
pays the price for bad practices of the past. Unfor-
tunately, what drives change in Yemen is revenge,
not the 2011 dream we had for our future.

We want equal citizenship and the rule of law in
a modern state where the ones who deserve it get
access to power through democratic means, not
through war, arm twisting, or avenging the past.

We can not continue to rely on the international
community to solve our problems for us. It is al-
ready losing patience and will soon give up on us
as it did with Iraq and Lebanon.

It is up to us as Yemenis to stop the power seek-
ing tribes, religiously motivated groups, and cor-
rupt politicians from controlling our fate and dis-
turbing our peace. What is happening today calls
for another revolution, one of minds not weapons.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Houthis’ contradictory path in Sana’a

Maysaa Shuja Al-Deen
I al-monitor.com
First published Sept. 15
ince Yemen’s Na-
tional Dialogue
Conference (NDC)
was completed in
January, the mili-
tary conflicts have become even
more acute—most prominently
the battle in the north Yemeni
city of Amran. Since then, not
a single step has been taken to
end Yemen’s political transition
process and hold the elections,
which were planned for Febru-
ary, after being postponed for
23 months. Instead, the country
is heading in the opposite direc-
tion, toward war and political
deadlock.

This contradictory path gov-
erns all of Yemen, particularly
the Houthi movement, which has
been ruling the Sa’ada governor-
ate that borders Saudi Arabia for
more than three years now. The
group’s rule represents the worst
and most oppressive model of
governance, as it runs Sa’ada as
a radical religious armed group
that bans music, for instance.
Pictures taken at Houthi sit-ins
show that women are absent. Al-
Monitor attended a sit-in on Aug.
30 next to the Interior Ministry,
and asked the media officer of
the Houthis why no women were
present; the answer was that
women should stay home.

However, at the NDC, the
Houthis supported the demands
of the women's movement, in-
cluding the quota (Houthis sup-
ported the demands of women
to have a fixed share of political
participation). NDC member
Thurayya Damaj told Al-Moni-
tor “the Houthis’ position vis-a-
vis women in the capital Sana’a
is completely different than their
position as a ruling authority in
Sa’ada. They supported the quota
in Sana’a, but tightened women's
freedoms in Sa’ada governorate
by imposing restrictions on their
movement and clothing.”

There are several reasons for
the Houthis’ dualism, such as
the difference between the au-
thority of the Houthi movement
as a ruler in Sa’ada, and its op-
positionist role in Sana’a, where
it presents itself as an appealing
party compared to the rest of the

political parties in Yemen, par-
ticularly the Yemeni Congrega-
tion for Reform, (Islah Party).
More importantly, the Houthi
group does not deal seriously
with the political process in
Sana’a, including the NDC, as
they have not made any politi-
cal achievement so far—except
by using weapons—since its in-
ception during the 2004 war in
Sa’ada.

The Houthis adopted the same
dual policy in Sana’a to topple
the regime and prevent an in-
crease in oil prices, under the
pretext that these are peaceful
popular demands. At the same
time, its armed wing besieges
Sana’a, while its negotiations
with the government are focused
on taking part in the state’s sov-
ereign decision, i.e., achieving a
presence in the leadership of the
sovereign institutions such as
the army and security establish-
ments. In addition, the Houthis
called for a technocrat govern-
ment, while they appointed
arms dealer Fares Manaa as
Sa’ada's governor.

The Houthis do not only rely
on weapons. What is more im-
portant is its presence in the
state institutions and its broad
infiltration in the army, which
is divided between the pro- and
anti-regime camp—a division
that is related to the regional
background of the Yemeni polit-
ical elite. The Houthis are pres-
ent in the far northern parts of
Yemen—namely Sana’a’s north-
ern and surrounding areas with
a Zaydi Shia majority—while a
Sunni majority is present in the
southern parts of Sana’a, start-
ing in the Yarim area. In modern
history, after the Ottomans de-
parted Yemen following World
War I in 1918, the Zaydi Imam-
ate ruled northern Yemen, which
was outside the control of the
British and did not only include
the Zaydi areas but extended
to the south and included large
parts of the Sunni-majority ar-
eas, too.

The Zaydi sect is close to the
Sunni sects, yet with a different
vision of the Imamate, with the
Zaydis considering it limited to
Ahl Al-Bayt (the family of the
Prophet Muhammad). For this
reason, the September 26 Revo-
lution that erupted in 1962 in the

north to overthrow the Imamate
system targeted the Hashemites
(Ahl Al-Bayt) and oppressed Zay-
di clerics. And when President
Ali Abdullah Saleh took power in
1978, the country moved toward
Wahhabism, and the promotion
of Salafist education became
an official matter supported by
the authorities, especially in
the Zaydi areas. This provoked
many Zaydi scholars who began
to establish their own school, the
Youth Believers, which started
its activity in 1990. The Houthi
group, which engaged in an
armed conflict against the state
in 2004, emanated from this
school.

By virtue of the sectarian na-
ture of the Imamate system, the
modern Yemeni army was estab-
lished in the early 20th century,
based on the sectarian Zaydi
foundations. It preserved this
nature until after the establish-
ment of the republic; the Sep-
tember 26 Revolution was initi-
ated by a movement in the army
in the 1950s and 1960s, similarly
to other Arab countries that be-
came republics.

Thus, all the presidents of Ye-
men under the republican re-
gime were military men from
the north Zaydi regions, with the
exception of Judge Abdul Rah-
man Al-Iryani. Yet, from 1967
to 1973, sectarian loyalty was
replaced by regional loyalty and
fanaticism for the north Zaydi
regions, which monopolized the
army and the rest of the state
institutions. In the era of Presi-
dent Saleh (July 1978—February
2012), the leading positions in
the army became restricted to
his own Sanhan tribe, which is
part of the Hashid tribal federa-
tion.

After the revolution of 2011,
President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi, who hails from the south-
ern governorate of Abyan, took
power. He brought with him the
Yemeni Congregation for Re-
form (the Islah Party)—a tribal,
Sunni Islamist alliance. This
raised the ire of the residents of
these regions, particularly those
affected by the restructuring of
the army.

Members of the tribe of former
President Saleh were replaced
by members affiliated with Hadji,
the new president, who was un-

able to unify the army due to the
profound influence of Saleh and
General Ali Mohsen within the
army. This opened numerous
fighting fronts against Hadi.

The Houthis succeeded in
addressing the regionalism ex-
pressed against the southern
head of state, as well as the
sectarianism against the Islah
Party expressed by senior army
officers, security leaders and
other state employees, as well as
Hashemites. The latter felt bitter
for having been excluded from
power since 1962. Even though
they were entrusted with some
state leadership positions, they
remained excluded from some
institutions such as the army
and security.

The first failure suffered by the
Houthis is failing to infiltrate the
army and provoke large-scale
defections within its ranks. This
failure is due to the discovery of
their network within the army,
a source close to the president
told Al-Monitor in an exclusive
statement. The source estimated
that more than 30 senior officers
were arrested for having com-
municated with the Houthis.
This foiled the Houthis’ scheme,
which would have led to the de-
fection of at least three major
brigades within the army by pro-
claiming what they call a popular
revolution to overthrow the gov-
ernment and reject the rise of oil
prices.

The source added that there
is an Omani mediation between
Iran and the Yemeni government
to reach a solution. According to
the source, the president rejected
Iran's request for direct negotia-
tions with the Yemeni state since
Iran is funding three Yemeni
channels inciting against the Ye-
meni government and support-
ing the Houthi movement in the
north and south.

The same source also ruled
out the possibility of armed
clashes, since the state will mas-
sively interfere in Sana’a and will
cause the Houthis a major de-
feat. Moreover, even if the pres-
ence of pro-Houthis within the
army—whose identities are yet
to be revealed—is not ruled out,
clashes still represent a great
risk to the Houthi movement.
The other failure of the Houthis
is their inability to stage highly

popular demonstrations outside
the circle of their supporters of
the same sect, while their oppo-
nents organized highly popular
demonstrations with more par-
ticipants, especially the one that
was held on August 25.

Yet, this did not curb the
Houthis’ arrogance and they re-
fused the president's initiative
announced on September 2. The
initiative aims at reducing oil
and oil derivatives prices by 30
percent so that the state bears
the value of transportation,
forming a government of nation-
al unity following the NDC that
involves the Houthis and the
Southern Movement, while the
president reserves the right to
appoint ministers to hold “sov-
ereign portfolios” such as the
ministries of finance, foreign af-
fairs, defense, and interior. The
initiative also aims at extending
the state’s influence over the re-
public’s territory and stopping
armed escalation by the Houthis
inside the capital.

The Houthi movement was
aspiring to be a popular hero
by canceling the increase of oil
prices and achieving a political
victory through its participation
in sovereign ministries. Thus,
it is difficult for the Houthis to
accept Hadi’s initiative, despite
their awkward position given the
weakness of their popular base
compared to their opponents'
large numbers and the absence
of any defects worth mentioning
within the army.

Therefore, the situation is
about to become worse on the
military level in other areas in
Yemen, such as Al-Jawf gover-
norate to the east, while Houthis
might be heading toward limited
military clashes in Sana’a to put
pressure on the state to meet
their demands. On the other
hand, the Yemeni state, with its
divided army, is forced to be pa-
tient with the Houthi movement
until the latter loses its dualism.

Maysaa Shuja Al-Deen is a Ye-
menti journalist who writes for
Jadaliyya, Weghat Nazar, and
several Yemeni newspapers. A
master’s degree student at the
American University in Cairo,
she has recently finished shoot-
ing a documentary about Ye-
men.

Convenient genocide: Another failed
war to re-arrange the Middle East

Ramzy Baroud
I middleeasteye.net
First published Sept. 14
few months ago,
not many Ameri-
cans, in fact Eu-
ropeans as well,
knew that a Yazidi
sect in fact existed in northwest
Iraq. Even in the Middle East
itself, the Yazidis and their way
of life have been an enigma,
shrouded by mystery and mostly
grasped through stereotypes
and fictitious evidence. Yet in no
time, the fate of the Yazidis be-
came a rally cry for another US-
led Iraq military campaign.
It was not a surprise that the
small Iraqi minority found it-

self a target for fanatical Islamic
State (IS) militants, who had
reportedly carried out unspeak-
able crimes against Yazidis,
driving them to Dohuk, Irbil and
other northern Iraqi regions. Ac-
cording to UN and other groups,
40,000 Yazidis had been strand-
ed on Mount Sinjar, awaiting
imminent “genocide” if the US
and other powers didn’t take ac-
tion to save them.

The rest of the story was spun
from that point on, as the Yaz-
idis—whose very existence was
rarely acknowledged in most
international ~ media—became
a rally cry for US-Western in-
tervention in Iraq. The logic for
intervention that preceded the
latest US bombing campaign

of IS targets, which started in
mid-June, is similar to what
took place in Libya over three
years ago. Early 2011, imminent
“genocide” awaiting Libya’s east-
ern city of Benghazi at the hands
of Muammar Gaddafi was the
rally cry that mobilized Western
powers to a war that wrought
wanton killings and destruction
in Libya. Since NATO’s interven-
tion in Libya, which killed and
wounded tens of thousands, the
country has fallen prey to an
endless and ruthless fight involv-
ing numerous militias, armed
and financially and politically-
backed by various regional and
international powers. Libya is
now ruled by two governments,
two parliaments, and a thousand

militia.

When US special forces ar-
rived to the top of Mount Sinjar,
they realized that the Yazidis had
either been rescued by Kurdish
militias, or were already living
there. They found less than 5,000
Yazidis there, half of them refu-
gees. The mountain is revered in
local legend, as the final resting
place of Noah’s ark. It was also
the final resting place for the
Yazidi genocide story. The find-
ing hardly received much cover-
age in the media, which used the
original claim to create fervor in
anticipation for Western inter-
vention in Iraq.

We all know how the first inter-
vention worked out. Not that IS’
brutal tacticsin eastern, northern

and central Iraq should be toler-
ated. But a true act of genocide
had already taken place in Iraq
for nearly two decades, starting
with the US war in 1990—91, a
decade-long embargo and a most
destructive war and occupation
starting in 2003. Not once did
a major newspaper editorial in
the US bestow the term “geno-
cide” on the killing and maiming
of millions of Iraqis. In fact, the
IS campaign is actually part of a
larger Sunni rebellion in Iraq, in
response to the US war and Shia-
led government oppression over
the course of years. That context
is hardly relevant in the selective
reporting on the current violence
in Iraq.
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Conceptualizing Islam and Violence

muftah.org
First published Sept. 17

n the West, many often as-
sume Islam has a naturally
close relationship with vio-

I Phil Dorroll

lence and coercion. This
assumption is part of how
Christianity and Islam are often
compared in Western societies.
While Christianity is viewed as a
religion of peace with no interest in
state power, Islam is seen as a reli-
gion naturally inclined to seek state
power and exploit it to oppress oth-
ers. These assumptions are only fur-
ther hardened by the emergence of
organizations like ISIL, which have
wrecked havoc across the region.
This polemical association has a
long history in Christian texts. The
first systematic ideological attempts
to equate Islam with violence ap-
pear in the treatises of Christian
theologians writing in Arabic in
imperial Islamic territories in the
ninth century, such as Ammar Al-
Basri and Abu Raitah Al-Tikriti.
These theologians wrote in a plu-
ralistic intellectual environment
where members of diverse intellec-
tual communities, including Jews,
Christians, Muslims, and philo-
sophical naturalists, debated the
truth and falsity of their religious
positions through reasoned dialec-
tic referred to as “Kalam” in Arabic.
Searching for a rational way to in-
validate Islamic claims to spiritual
truth, Christian polemicists argued
that Islam was more closely associ-
ated with worldly desires. Based on
their argument, Islam is more liable
to succumb to destructive impulses

such as violence and sexual excess

Consequently, the original asso-
ciation between Islam and violence,
which began in the Middle East,
came from a thoroughly polemical
and politicized intellectual context.
The reason this polemical debate
gained traction in the West is not
because it represented an accurate
reading of Islamic history. Instead,
the popularity of this narrative re-
flects the political conditions in
which Muslim-Christian relations
have largely existed throughout
Western history, namely, the poli-
tics of empire.

Throughout the Middle Ages,
Muslims and Christians occupied
rival empires that competed for
territory and resources. Needless
to say, imperial politics are not
the ideal conditions for fostering
sincere religious dialogue. To the
contrary, objective and empathetic
analysis is very difficult in these cir-
cumstances, because of perceptions
about mutual threats. These politi-
cal realities cemented Islam’s asso-
ciation with violence in the Western
mind.

As with other ancient religious
traditions, however, Islamic societ-
ies have produced a wide variety of
interpretations regarding the prop-
er relationship between religion
and the exercise of violence.

During his life as the Last Prophet
of God, Muhammad led the Muslim
community as both a political and
spiritual leader. His role was simi-
lar to other religious leaders, such
as the prophets of the Hebrew Bi-
ble. Like these figures, Muhammad
lived in social circumstances which
were characterized by the absence

of a central imperial authority to
mediate tribal conflicts. Creating a
successful religious community re-
quired creating a political commu-
nity to defend the members of the
faith against outside threats. Conse-
quently, warfare waged by the early
Muslim community must be viewed
in this context.

Islamic societies
have produced

a wide variety of
interpretations re-
garding the proper
relationship be-
tween religion and
the exercise of
violence.

In fact, the earliest biographical
sources of Muhammad’s life make
it clear that early Muslims inter-
preted acts of violence on the part of
the Muslim community as a neces-
sary part of self-defense and politi-
cal necessity in that specific context.
Specifically, Muhammad’s canoni-
cal biography states that God only
directed him to fight others after
the ruling clan of Mecca threatened
the existence of Muhammad and
his community. In this context, God
“gave permission to His apostle to
fight and to protect himself against
those who wronged them and treat-
ed them badly.”

For instance, the Quran (9:5)
states that God has commanded
Muslims to fight non-believers.
Scholars have widely understood
this verse as justifying the need to
fight enemies in a specific time and
place. Several medieval commen-
tators, however, interpreted this
verse as license for imperial expan-
sion, particularly during the medi-
eval or classical period of Islamic
history (roughly 750-1600) when
large Muslim empires engaged in
territorial expansion and conquest.
Others, including the famous histo-
rian Al-Tabari, argued that verses in
the Quran such as (60:8) that com-
mand peace and understanding be-
tween Muslims and non-believers
take precedence, while verses such
as (9:5) that command warfare are
restricted to circumstances that ex-
isted only in the past.

Similarly, Al-Marghinani (1135-
1197), one of the most authoritative
classical scholars of Islamic law,
stated, “mere disbelief [in Islam]
does not of itself legalize killing [a
non-Muslim]. Rather, it is a state of
battle that makes it permissible to
kill an aggressor. That is why it is
not allowed to kill women, children,
people of old age, the handicapped,
and others who do not have the ca-
pability to fight.”

Muslims today agree that warfare
waged by the Muslim community
during its infancy occurred in a con-
text absent from contemporary so-
cieties and was only appropriate in
those circumstances. As in other re-
ligions, Muslims hold that violence
as self-defense or in service of a just
cause is religiously permissible, and
may even be a religious duty. This

kind of fighting is labeled jihad, a
term reserved for struggling in the
name of justice rather than simple
killing or warfare. Traditional Is-
lamic texts have always condemned
the killing of innocent civilians and
non-combatants. Taking one’s own
life is considered to be equally un-
acceptable.

The association
between reli-
gious groups and
violence remains
complex and can-
not be reduced

to essentialized
characterizations
of faith.

Around the world, Muslims and
Muslim organizations have widely
condemned the death of innocents,
religious violence, and terrorism.
According to a 2011 Gallup survey,
out of all major American religious
groups (including Catholics, Prot-
estants, Jews, Mormons, Agnostics,
and Atheists), Muslims were the
most likely to reject the killing of
civilians for any reason.

To show that the Quran only
sanctions violence and warfare in
cases of self-defense, modern and
contemporary Muslim commen-
tators cite Quranic verses such as
(2:190), which states “fight in the

cause of Allah those who fight you”
and (8:61) which advises “but if the
enemy inclines toward peace, do
thou (also) incline towards peace.”
In addition, the saying of Muham-
mad, “there should be neither
harming nor reciprocating harm”
(among many others) is also often
cited in this context.

Overall, the association between
religious groups and violence re-
mains complex and cannot be re-
duced to essentialized character-
izations of a faith. Attitudes toward
violence on the part of any religious
community are subject to political,
social, and ideological factors that
cannot be reduced to the basic te-
nets of a religious tradition.

Just as the presence of radical na-
tionalists in 20th and 21st century
Eastern and Central Europe does
not reveal an inherent connection
between Christian doctrine and
radical nationalism, the presence
of militants among 21st century
Muslims does not reveal an inher-
ent connection between Islamic
doctrine and extremist violence.
Searching for such a connection
only obscures the social, political,
and ideological roots of these phe-
nomena, which may or may not find
fertile soil within specific kinds of
religious discourses. Indeed, the
only groups that benefit from such
reified and overly simplistic analy-
ses are those seeking to manipulate
religion to maintain or establish re-
lationships of power or dominance,
including religious militants them-
selves.

Republished with permission from
Muftah.org

Rethink needed on humanitarian funding
for national NGOs

IRIN
First published Sept. 15

ith  humanitar-

ian aid effective-

ness high on the

agenda of the

2016 World Hu-
manitarian Summit, there is much
talk of how to reform humanitarian
financing to make it more inclusive
of national NGOs, but risk aversion
will slow progress, say analysts.

Between 2009 and 2013 local and
national NGOs received 1.6 percent
of the humanitarian aid that in-
ternational donors gave to NGOs,
representing 0.2 percent of total
humanitarian aid, according to re-
search by Development Initiatives.
The actual percentages might be dif-
ferent given that these figures repre-
sent only assistance reported to the
UN Financial Tracking System. All
agree, however, that the percentage
is low, particularly when compared
to the development sector, which
turns to national NGOs far more
prominently.

Guillaume Le Duc, director of de-
velopment and communications at
NGO Alima, which partners with
national NGOs, said this amounts to
exclusion, noting that even strong,
technically expert NGOs—such as
BEFEN in Niger and Alerte Santé
in Chad—cannot access the bulk of
international funding directly. As a
result, “it qualifies the capacity to
manage and deliver services based
on the citizenship of the organiza-
tion and not on the quality of the
staff or their track record,” he said,
adding, “qualified staff who worked
for MSF [Médecins Sans Frontiéres]
in other countries and wanted to
return home could find no work in
their own country.”

For Makimere Tamberi, president
of Chadian health NGO Alerte Santé,
which relies on funds through Alima

as well as some small-scale founda-
tion funding, said this exclusion re-
duces aid effectiveness. “Qualified
national NGOs can intervene more
quickly than international NGOs.
We're already there [in the country].
We have the expertise. We can do it
more cheaply. If money were given
directly, it would speed up the re-
sponse,” he told IRIN.

“International
financing for
national NGOs
is not fit for
purpose. It is
unpredictable,
volatile, difficult
to access, insuf-
ficient...”

Alerte Santé was running a nutri-
tion programme in Southern Chad’s
camps for returnees and refugees
from the Central African Republic
and applied for international fund-
ing to extend it, but had to cut it
short due to the lack of response.

In the first report done on nation-
al NGO humanitarian funding, “Aid
at the Sharp End,” NGO CAFOD
sharply criticized the current fund-
ing system when it comes to the ap-
proach to national NGOs: “Interna-
tional financing for national NGOs
is not fit for purpose. It is unpredict-
able, volatile, difficult to access, in-
sufficient, and is not sufficiently en-
abling to support the strengthening
and capacity development that is
central to improving preparedness,
response capacity, and resilience to

disasters.”

Most national NGOs receive fund-
ing through international NGOs or
sometimes UN agencies, according
to analysts. But some direct inter-
national funding is available: No-
tably country-based pooled funds
which have been set up in several
countries and deemed to work well,
particularly in Somalia, Sudan, and
the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRO).

The proportion of pooled fund
money going to national NGOs has
increased gradually over recent
years.

Perceived risks

The NGO Start Network, which
aims to improve aid effectiveness
by reforming emergency funding
approaches, among other things,
plans eventually to fund national
NGOs directly. But currently “owing
to risk aversion in donor govern-
ments” Start channels at least half of
its funds to national NGOs through
sub-agreements whereby interna-
tional NGOs take the legal risk for
implementation, said the network’s
coordinator, Sean Lowrie.

National NGOs can also approach
national governments for humani-
tarian funding—the Chadian, Phil-
ippines, and Ethiopian governments
among others, have encouraged
this approach over recent years,
but national disaster management
agencies themselves in many cases
need more direct donor support or
investment, say analysts.

Most large donors, meanwhile,
refrain from directing funding na-
tional NGOs due to the perceived
risks involved. European Union hu-
manitarian aid body ECHO is legally
bound only to fund NGOs that have
signed a framework partnership
agreement and thus have proven
their operational and administra-
tive capability, something which

goes beyond the scope of most na-
tional NGOs.

The UK Department for Interna-
tional Development (DFID) funds
mainly through partners and pooled
funds, though national NGO fund-
ing is about to be reviewed, accord-
ing to sources there, and partners
and suppliers are having to increase
their transparency when it comes to
the visibility of local NGOs. DFID
aims eventually to be able to trace
official development assistance
along the aid delivery chain, includ-
ing through national NGOs, to show
where the money is spent.

The US Agency for International
Development (USAID), meanwhile,
is making a concerted effort to chan-
nel more funds through government
and local institutions through its
initiative USAID Forward.

Risk tolerance guides donor ap-
proaches to national NGOs, said Lisa
Doughten, head of the UN Central
Emergency Response Fund (CERF).
“Ultimately the donor needs to feel
comfortable with the level of risk
they’re taking on through the chain.
What is their tolerance level? If it
shifts, additional direct funding
might open up.”

Managing risk

Pre-auditing national NGOs, which
the DRC and Somalia country hu-
manitarian funds attempted, is an
effective way to manage risk and
should be extended to other funders,
said CAFOD’s humanitarian adviser,
Anne Street.

CAFOD also recommends that
donors and UN agencies improve
awareness of what funds are avail-
able to national NGOs; set up pooled
funds specifically targeting national
NGOs; undertake an assessment of
national NGO capacity country by
country; and adjust contracts to be
more favorable to national NGOs.

Training national NGO staff so

they are better aware of available
funding and how to access it should
be a priority in coming years, said
Jessica Alexander in the Policy
Analysis and Innovations Section of
the UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),
noting that this capacity building
should also apply to national disas-
ter management authorities, which
are increasingly taking the helm on
response.

“Can donors
reconfigure a
system where
they take these
actors into ac-
count? Because
at some point
they will have
to.”

And stricter reporting require-
ments should be set up to track the
impact of indirect funding to na-
tional NGOs, said Street. “Very few
funding recipients are able, let alone
required, to report even basic infor-
mation about the funds they pass
on to third-party implementers, so
there is no way systematically as-
sessing the timeliness, appropriate-
ness, or impact of funding.”

CAFOD’s report and its recom-
mendations are gaining traction,
said Street, who is helping to con-
vene a series of global discussions to
map reform priorities.

While all agree that some degree
of change is needed in international
financing to national NGOs, many

assert the importance of various
actors along the transaction chain
when funding is indirect. OCHA’s
Alexander said “people tend to over-
look the capacity the international
community can bring [to the fund-
ing cycle]—the middle man can be
a broker of solutions—can provide
accountability, stress humanitar-
ian principles, transparency, among
other vital roles.”

The CERF’s Doughten agrees,
saying “if each part of the chain is
working well, it would add value.”
But Street is more skeptical, call-
ing the pervasive long transaction
chains “inefficient and expensive.”

Sub-contracting  humanitarian
finances typically means that seven
percent of the contracted amount
is taken up in administrative costs.
But overheads should not be seen as
waste, stressed Alima’s Le Duc. “I
could run a programme on one per-
cent overheads but I couldn’t guar-
antee the quality. Likewise some
agencies may be at 25 percent over-
heads but maybe they’re the most
efficient,” he told IRIN, noting “on
seven percent you don’t necessarily
have the room to provide career de-
velopment to further qualify staff—
something that can make a project
50 times more efficient.”

Assessing the comparative advan-
tages of direct versus indirect fund-
ing requires more study. But one
thing is clear for Le Duc: Donors
need to keep up with the changing
times. “In a region like West and
Central Africa new NGOs are setting
up all the time—the same thing is
happening in the political and me-
dia arenas. So the question is: Can
donors reconfigure a system where
they take these actors into account?
Because at some point they will have
to.”

Republished with permission from
IRIN.
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Schools on wheels come to Taiz

B Mohammad Al-Khayat

hakeeb Jaber did not
imagine a day when he
would be able to read and
write. But when the im-
possible became possible,
the 12-year-old was over the moon.

“When I used to see children going
to school, carrying their papers and
notebooks, I used to feel ashamed,
asking myself: Why can’t I go to
school like them? I never imagined
that I would be able to read and
write until the Mobile School came
along,” Jaber reminisces.

The Mobile School was launched
by 20-year-old Hamzah Al-Samee
in Taiz in January. It is an imitation
of the Mobile School project that
was organized by a youth initiative
in Sana’a in October 2013. When
asked whether he was inspired by
Sana’a’s Mobile School Al-Samee
admitted that he did not know
about it.

Instead, he explained, he got the
idea from an article he read about
mobile schools in Egypt.

Al-Samee’s idea was for a bus with
teachers and teaching equipment to
travel to students in densely popu-
lated areas along Calaba, Jamal,
and Wadi Al-Qadhi streets in Taiz,
where children are often denied ba-
sic education. Bringing the school
to students, he explains, will make it
easier for many children, especially
those who are required to work, to
receive an education.

The interiors of the bus have a
white board and a teacher accom-
modating 10-15 students per class.
As of now, 40 students are regis-
tered with the school and teachers
provide a daily one hour reading
lesson based on the Ministry of
Education's curriculum. Classes are
held according to the availability of
the students and there is a system
in place that allocates specific hours
for different groups of students.
Children like Shakeeb agree with
the teachers on a specific time to
study.

“I sell bottles of water and tissue
boxes on the sidewalk from 8 AM
to 9 PM to earn a living. I cannot
go to school full-time, so having an
hour off to study during the day at
the Mobile School is a wonderful
thing,” Jaber said.

Jaber feels positive now that he
can interrupt his work for an hour
and attend the Mobile School. “In a
few days I hope to speak English,”
he said.

The number of children working
in Yemen stands at 1.6 million and
constitutes 21 percent of the total
number of 7.7 million Yemeni chil-
dren, according to the Ministry of
Public Affairs and Labor.

“We decided to try and limit
the size of this problem through a
simple contribution after seeing a
huge number of working and street
children and their inability to go to
school,” explains Al-Samee.

Start-up challenges

As in all start-ups, challenges are
inevitable. And such was the case
for Al-Samee.

“In the beginning our biggest
obstacle was trying to find a place
where we could teach our children.
Using an empty street was an op-
tion, but because of the sun and
trespassers, we decided to use the
bus I own as a class room. We fitted
it with a white board and markers
and took it into the street,” said Al-
Samee.

“During the first day, children
were not convinced to get into the
bus; they did not know who we are
and the teachers were all men,” he
said.

To overcome that obstacle, on
the second day, “we took two girls
along with us to teach the students,
which made the young children less
suspicious. They were able to enter
the buses for the first time. The first
hour passed peacefully and children
began accepting the idea and were
very excited.”

“The enthusiasm from the chil-
dren motivated us to do more,” he

added.

Apart  from
attracting stu-
dents to our
school, another
key challenge
was to secure
fundingtomake
it sustainable in
the long run. So
far the funding
is taken care of
internally. Al-
Samee is the
biggest contrib-
utor, and other
volunteers help
with small sums
of money.

“In the long
term we plan
to approach
businessmen
and the govern-
ment, who said
they'll contrib-
ute but so far

Archive photo by Samar Qaed

haven’t,” said children.
Al-Samee.

“In the be-
ginning the

project's operation costs amounted
to YR70,000 ($326), excluding
the costs of the bus, which is a big
amount for us. For this reason, we
had to market our project with busi-
nessmen and traders,” said Radwan
Al-Absi, a volunteer member in the
project's team.

Despite an initial lack of support,
he said “money was not an issue for
us, and recently we started getting
support from a group of traders and
people in the community who are
positive about the idea [of mobile
schools] and see the value of the
project and its usefulness to the so-

ciety.”

Volunteers moved by the expe-
rience

Buthaina Hajeb, who studies Eng-
lish literature at Taiz University, is
one of the teachers in the Mobile
School. She describes her volunteer
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The Mobile School project was initially launched in Sana’a. It is
now gaining popularity in Taiz amidst high numbers of working

work as “a life changing experience
that opened many doors of hope.”

“I was encouraged by the chil-
dren's desire to learn and their
speed of learning which I really did
not expect.”

She added that her experience in
teaching those children made her
love volunteering and humanitar-
ian work even more because of the
tangible and quick results.

Another social activist, Moham-
mad Al-Ansi, who studies English in
Taiz, said, “when I heard about this
project I went quickly to the people
who started it. Indeed, I have found
tangible results and I started volun-
teering with the team. We truly lack
real projects that benefit society and
bear a seed of change.”

He adds, “I have volunteered in
more than one project and I never
found a project that has been as ful-
filling as this one.”

Al-Ansi says the best thing about

stock for the Mobile School
project, according to Abdul-
fattah Jamal, the manager of
the Ministry of Education’s
office in Taiz.

Rowaida Al-Magqtari, a
member in the project's
team, says “we aspire to
teach all the courses taught
in school and cooperate with
the Ministry of Education to
issue certificates for the stu-
dent's we teach.”

Jamal said “we would not
have a problem with cooper-
ating with the people work-
ing on this noble project that
serves our own goals if all the
subjects were taught to the
students.”

He added, “in the near fu-
ture, we will enlist
those students as
home-schooled

Mobile Schools
is the flexible
teachinghours,
between 10
AM and 4 PM,
which makes it
easier for volunteers to contribute.

Support from the Education
Ministry?

The teachers who volunteer are uni-
versity students or young working
professionals who work as volun-
teers in their spare time and are not
accredited teachers. So far there are
seven teachers, most of whom come
from the Amal Initiative. The Amal
Initiative is a humanitarian organi-
zation in Taiz that has traditionally
worked with orphans.

Al-Samee said the stationery they
use is first grade reading books,
including notebooks and coloring
books. The Ministry of Education
is willing to supply books from its

and they can ap-
ply for the gov-
ernment  school
exams and in case
they pass they
will be given cer-
tificates through
which they can
continue their
basic and second-
ary education and
university level if
it is possible.”

When asked whether the ministry
is already funding the Mobile School
in Sana’a, Ismail Saidan, the media
and communication director at the
Education Ministry, explained that
the ministry has not received any
request from those involved in the
Sana’a Mobile School project. He
added, however, that the ministry is
generally willing to expand its sup-
port of Mobile Schools from Taiz to
Sana’a.

Given the possibility of future
government funding, Al Same’ee
didn’t rule out any expansion plans,
admitting they will consider Sana’a
and other areas as soon as they have
adequate resources in place.

English are also a positive selection factors.

PALM YEMEN

Sana'a, Republic of Yemen
Job Vacancies Announcement

PALM YEMEN-Sana’a a leading company for General Services and Consultancy is looking for qualified Candidates who are able to ensure hotel services
standards are achieved in all departments. PALM YEMEN provides a good salary and benefits package. Professional experience in Administration,
facility operations and maintenance is the most critical selection factors for all of the positions. Inter personal skills, time management and Fluency in

POSITION DESCRIPTION

MONTHLY
SALARY

Assistant
Controller

The Assistant Controller shall work with Controller to ensure that all financial transactions that occur by the
vendors and subcontractors are completed and properly accounted for in the financial system. They will assist

$2,500
US Dollar
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in coordinating the flow of all costs obligated. They will assist in ensuring that all staff members are properly
paid and that subcontractor vendors are paid in a timely manner including any taxes or fees associated with
those wages. Assistant Controller will work with Controller in managing and reconciling petty cash and en-
suring purchasing agents have sufficient cash to carry out their duties. Above all tasks assigned, they must
ensure that all financials activities transacted in Yemen are competed within the guidelines of the country and
with the highest quality and business ethics. Ensure that all company bank accounts and balance sheet ac-
counts have been reconciled monthly. Check Income statement on a monthly basis for reasonableness and
accuracy. Review all income statement GL detail accounts/job cost detail reports for compliance to ensure
costs have been recorded accurately to the correct accounts. Review the financial statements monthly with
Controller. Assist in yearend audits and can speak English fluently, Five years’ work experience and Bachelor
degree in Accounting. All other duties as assigned by manager or supervisor.

(Gross)
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$600
US Dollar
(Gross)

Senior-level security professional who understands Yemini culture, can speak the language, has existing
contacts / can create new contacts within Yemen's various governmental organizations in order to conduct
liaison and obtain timely and useful information in matters pertaining to the security of Palm Yemen Staff. Can
communicate effectively with local and foreign staff, colleagues and counterparts. All other duties as assigned
by a manager or supervisor.

Physical
Security
and Safety
Manager

Lady
Receptionist

$400
US Dollar
(Gross)

Perform in a pleasant, professional, and efficient manner, a combination of duties mainly related, but not lim-
ited to, check-in and checkout of guests which contributes to an overall positive experience. Greets, registers,
and assigns rooms to guests. Issues room key and escort instructions to Bell person or directly to guest as
appropriate. Transmits and receives messages using equipment such as telephone, fax, and switchboard.
Answers inquiries pertaining to hotel services, registration of guests and shopping, dining, entertainment and
travel directions. Keeps records of room availability and guests’ accounts. All other duties as assigned by a
manager or supervisor.

$410
US Dollar
(Gross)

Presents menu, answers questions and makes suggestions regarding food and service. Writes order on
check or memorizes it. Relays and/or enters order into POS system for the kitchen and serves courses from
kitchen and service bars. Observes guest to fulfill any additional request and to perceive when meal has
been completed. Totals bill and accepts payment or refers patron to cashier. May ladle soup, toss salads,
portion pies, and desserts, brew coffee, and perform other services as determined by establishment size and
practice. May clear and reset counters or table at conclusion of each course. All other duties as assigned by
a manager or Supervisor.

Hospitality
Support
Specialist
(Waitress)

$410
US Dollar
(Gross)

Compiles and maintains records of quantity, type, and value of assets, material, equipment, merchandise,
or supplies stocked in an establishment: Counts assets, material, equipment, merchandise, or supplies in
house and posts totals to inventory records, manually or using a computer database. Proper control of the
physical inventory will add to a positive guest and staff experience. All other duties as assigned by a manager
Oor supervisor.

Inventory
Specialist

$650
US Dollar
(Gross)

A human resource coordinator is an executive responsible for carrying out several tasks related to adminis-
tration. He/ She is a coordinator for all important functions such as hiring and recruiting, and development,
maintaining employee records, etc. Generally, the coordinator works under the supervision of the human
resource director. The coordinator is also responsible for consulting with managers and supervisors about
company policies and procedures. The coordinator helps employees and their managers in performance and
disciplinary matters. He/ She may even propose and develop a set of rules that would monitor the discipline
and work of workers. The job also includes consulting with practice managers regarding employee turnover,
absenteeism, changes in work settings, employee motivation and recognition, and other employee-related
aspects. His/her responsibility also includes assessing, sieving, and interviewing candidates for available
positions; and making referrals of well-qualified and skillful applicants to the respective department manag-
ers. Other tasks assigned to him/her include carrying out field interview campaigns and advertising, arranging
for all essentials needed for the recruitment drive, coordinating work with other staff members, determining
employee performance appraisals and developing plans and strategies for recruitment. All other duties as
assigned by a manager or supervisor.

Human
Resource
Coordinator

& Development |

The 1st Yemeni enlightening, cultural, social and developmental
magazine focused primarily on family and development
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Interested Qualified applicants can send CV to hr.recruiter@palmyemen.com
Deadline: 15 days after the date of published.
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Convenient genocide: Another failed war to
re-arrange the Middle East

It goes without saying, US policy-
makers care little for the Yazidis,
for they don’t serve US interests in
any way. However, experience has
taught that such groups only become
relevant in a specially tailored nar-
rative, in a specific point in time, to
be exploited for political and stra-
tegic objectives. They will cease to
exist the moment the objective is
met. Consider for example, the fact
that IS has been committing horrific
war crimes in western and northern
Syria for years, as did forces loyal
to President Bashar Al-Assad and
militants belonging to the various
opposition groups there. Hundreds
of thousands of Syrians have been
killed and wounded. Various minor-
ity groups there faced and continue
to face genocide. Yet, somehow, the
horrifying bloodshed there was not
only tolerated, but in fact encour-
aged.

For over three years, little effort
was put forward to find or impose a
fair political solution to the Syria civ-
il war. The Syrians were killing each
other and thousands of foreigners,
thanks to a purposely porous Turk-
ish borders, were allowed to join in,
in a perpetual “Guernica” that, with
time, grew to become another Mid-
dle Eastern status quo. In fact, all of
us are guilty in permitting the Syrian
genocide to perpetuate with all of its

barbarity and gruesomeness to this
day. It is as if we learned to co-exist
with some acts of genocide, but not
others. Many fortified themselves
behind a mountain of self-tailored
evidence that one party was commit-
ting all the crimes, and the others
and their supporters were, in fact, in-
nocent or in a state of self-defense.

Weren’t the massacres of Aleppo
in fact genocide? The siege of Yar-
mouk? The wiping out of entire vil-
lages, the beheading and dismem-
bering of people for belonging to the
wrong sect or religion?

Even if they were, it definitely was
not the kind of genocide that would
propel action, specifically Western-
led action. In recent days, as it was
becoming clear that the US was up
to its old interventionist games,
countries were being lined up to
fight IS. US Secretary of State John
Kerry was shuttling the globe once
more, from US to Europe, to Turkey,
to Iraq to Saudi Arabia, and still go-
ing. “We believe we can take on ISIL
(previous name for IS) in the current
coalition that we have,” he said. But
why now?

The French are also keen on fight-
ing IS. After all, France was one of
the two main parties in the Asia
Minor (Sykes-Picot) Agreement in
1916, which divided Arab provinces
of the Ottoman Empire between

France and Britain. Major wars and
upheavals didn’t alter the old colo-
nial borders imposed on the Arabs
since then, as much as the IS, whose
numbers are being artfully overstat-
ed from ten thousand up to 31 thou-
sand, according to the CIA. Fran-
cois Hollande flew to Baghdad in a
reported show of support for Iraq’s
new government. In actuality, he was
there, ahead of a Paris conference on
Iraq, to show a united Western front,
and that the Obama administration
was not alone in this war. France, of
course, has its own calculations in
Syria and Lebanon, and will find the
right moment to cease in its support
of the US war.

In his speech on the eve of the
13th anniversary of the September
11 attacks, Obama declared war on
IS. Obama’s tangled foreign policy
agenda became even more confused
in his 13-minute speech from the
White House. He promised to “hunt
down” IS fighters “wherever they
are” until the US ultimately destroys
the group, as supposedly, it has done
with Al-Qaeda. IS, of course, is a
splinter Al-Qaeda group, which be-
gan as an idea, and thanks to the US
global “war on terror” has morphed
into an army of many branches. The
US never destroyed Al-Qaeda; but it
inadvertently allowed the creation of
IS.

EPSON

EXCEED YOUR VISION

star net technology authorized agent
SIS J_;e u_-g.ng_;S_“' [Pl )L'E_\.\.v

customer service 209581
center almiat 208863/733050607

“That means I will not hesitate to
take action against ISIL in Syria, as
well as Iraq. This is a core principle
of my presidency: If you threaten
America, you will find no safe ha-
ven,” Obama said. Of course, he
needed to say that, as his Republi-
can rivals have accused him of lack
of decisiveness and his presidency
of being weak. His democratic party
could possibly lose control over the
Senate come the November elec-
tions. His fight against IS is meant to
help rebrand the president as reso-
lute and decisive, and perhaps cre-
ate some distraction from economic
woes at home. Obama is using the
same language that his predecessor,
George W. Bush used, and is appeal-
ing to the same fear and trepidation
of the foreign menace created by the
media and fed to the US public for
many years.

That same media has also cleverly
devalued and branded conflicts, and
acts of genocide in ways consistent
with US foreign policy agendas.
While the Yazidis were purport-
edly stranded on mount Sinjar, Is-
rael was carrying out a genocide
against Palestinians in Gaza. Over
2,150 were killed, mostly civilians,
hundreds of them children, and
over 11,000 wounded, the vast ma-
jority of whom were civilians. Not
an alleged 40,000 but a confirmed
520,000 thousand were on the run,
and along with the rest of Gaza’s 1.8
million, were entrapped in an open-
air prison with no escape. But that
was not an act of genocide either,
as far as the US-Western govern-
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ments and media were concerned.
Worse, they actively defended, and,
especially in the case of the US, UK,
France, and Italy, armed and funded
the Israeli aggression. Just as the Is-
raeli army was running out of badly

needed ammunition to carry out its berths & refinery terminals. systems.
c - war crimes, the US was quick to ship
u EE EE more weapons to Israel. Thanks to
I m I US aid and backing, the Gaza geno- S Ad
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tioning. Some acts of genocide are
branded as wars to liberate, free,
and democratize. In that case, body
count is not important. Other acts of
genocide are to be encouraged, de-
fended, and financed.

But as far as the US involvement
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in the Middle East is concerned, the aaaall aglgall dilj )l daliag
only real genocide is the one that - l > *
serves the interests of the West, by olaw §'u'

offering an opportunity for military
intervention, followed by political
and strategic meddling to re-arrange
the region. The first Bush adminis-
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failed, and now, Obama.

The US experience in Iraq also
taught us that its effort will only
succeed in exacerbating an already
difficult situation, yielding yet more
disenfranchised groups, political de-
spair and greater violence. If the US
war on Iraq and Afghanistan failed
so miserably to achieve any long
term political objectives, despite the
trillions of dollars spent there and
the hundreds of thousands of lives
taken, Obama’s chances of success
now are close to nil.

Ramzy Baroud is a PhD scholar in
People’s History at the University of
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