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Southern Parliamentary Bloc established

B Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A, Oct. 28—Thirty-three
parliament members from the
south met on Monday in Aden to
announce the establishment of the
Southern Parliamentary Bloc and
show their support for the Southern
Movement.

All 33 parliamentarians are from
governorates in the south and are
members of various political par-
ties. The announcement comes
amid growing pro-secessionist sen-
timents in the south and continuing
demonstrations in Aden.

“The move by the members of
parliament confirms that the south-
ern issue is a fair one. It is a good
idea that these members join the
southern people’s demands,” said
Khalid Bamadhaf, a member of the
Southern Movement, which was es-
tablished in 2007.

Bamadhaf expressed his hope
that the formation of the Southern
Parliamentary Bloc would help in
uniting the southern leadership.

“The purpose of the meeting [on
Monday] aims at finding a fair solu-
tion for the southern issue to unite
all the southern factions under one

Southern parliamentarians met in Aden on Monday to announce the
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establishment of the Southern Parliamentarian Bloc.

leadership,” the Southern Parlia-
mentary Bloc announced at the
meeting.

Fuad Wakib, the spokesperson of
the Southern Parliamentary Bloc,
called the formation of the bloc
a positive step towards a united
southern leadership.

“We thought about establishing
this bloc in 2006, but it was aborted
by the former regime. The former
regime feared such an action would
be a step for secession,” Wakib told

the Yemen Times.

He called for the implementation
of the National Dialogue Confer-
ence (NDC) outcomes, adding that
the outcomes guarantee the right of
self-determination for the southern
people.

Zaid Al-Shami, a northern mem-
ber of parliament working in Sana’a,
told the Yemen Times the move by
the southern members is to ensure
co-ordination between the people in
the south and their elected members

of parliament. Al-Shami said parlia-
ment in Sana’a is calling for the im-
plementation of the NDC outcomes
and the Southern Parliamentary
Bloc will not impact the function of
the parliament in Sana’a.

Zaid Al-Jariri, a Southern Move-
ment activist in Aden, told the Ye-
men Times the establishment of
the Southern Parliamentary Bloc is
an important step which supports
unified leadership for the southern
people.

“It is fundamental for our suc-
cess that we have one leadership to
represent the issue of the southern
people. Divisions will not help us
realize our goal,” Al-Jariri said.

However, he said the re-instate-
ment of the former South Yemen
does not depend on particular in-
dividuals. Instead it relies on all
people, both ordinary citizens and
senior officials.

At the same time, Al-Jariri ex-
pressed worry that some people
claiming to support the Southern
Movement are really attempting to
weaken the movement. “It is impor-
tant that anyone who supports the
Southern Movement should be seri-
ous,” said Al-Jariri.

Houthis take Al-Radhma district of Ibb

Bl Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Oct. 29—The Houthis
gained control of Al-Radhma
district in Ibb governorate on
Wednesday, after killing Sheikh
Nabeel Al-Daam, a tribesman who
was fighting against the Houthis in
Al-Radhma.

The clashes between the Houthis
and tribesmen in the district started
on Tuesday after Houthis captured
three army locations. Later, on
Tuesday, a tribal mediation com-
mittee was formed by tribal leaders
in Al-Radhma.

“The mediation committee could
stop the fighting, but they could not
expel the Houthis’ armed men from

the district,” said Ahmed Al-Shala-
li, a citizen in Al-Radhma.

Al-Shalali said that armed Houthi
men spread throughout the district
and he noticed many people flee-
ing.

The house of Abdu Al-Waheed
Al-Daam was attacked on Tuesday
at noon. Abdu Al-Waheed is lead-
ing the prominent Al-Daam family
in fighting against the Houthis in
Al-Radhma. A retired brigadier, he
is also a leading figure in the Gen-
eral People’s Congress.

Abdu Al-Waheed’s son Nabil was
inside the house when it was at-
tacked and was Kkilled in the ensu-
ing clashes. The number of other
casualties remains unclear.

Speaking to the Yemen Times,
Nabil’'s  brother Khalid said
“Houthis attacked my father’s
house by using different kinds of
weapons, while I was supposed to
be negotiating with Houthi lead-
ing figures in Sana’a.” However, he
said, “I did not go because Houthis
started the war.”

Khalid explained that the Houthis
stationed their men in a few differ-
ent places in the district three days
ago but tribal leaders did not resist
them in order to avoid confronta-
tion.

The Houthis sent additional sup-
port to Al-Radhma from outside
the district, according to Khalid.

Khalid said military forces helped

the Houthis in their fight against
the tribes in Al-Radhma, but the
government has yet to comment on
the situation.

The Yemen Times tried to contact
security sources in Ibb governorate
but received no reply.

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the
Houthis’ Political Office, admits
that the Houthis killed Nabeel Al-
Daam. However, he accused armed
men from the tribes of shooting the
Houthis’ first and said that clashes
broke out as a result.

The Houthis have controlled Ibb
city, the capital of the governorate,
since the middle of this October.
Their checkpoints are spread in the
entrances of the city.

Juvenile death sentences prevalent

Story and photo by
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Oct. 290—The Yemeni
NGOs Coalition for the Rights of
the Child announced on Wednes-
day that 31 Yemeni juveniles have
been sentenced to death between
2010 and 2013.

The coalition presented these
numbers during Yemen’s first Na-
tional Convention to Combat Child
Executions. The conference took
place on Wednesday and Thurs-
day and was organized with sup-
port from the UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) and the EU.

The conference aims at improv-
ing the Yemeni justice system with
regard to juveniles, creating and
including laws for juveniles in
the new Yemeni constitution, and
bringing together organizations to
advocate for juveniles’ rights.

“This conference took place after
four months of preparations,” said
Abdu Salah Al-Harazi, the general
coordinator for the Yemeni NGOs
Coalition for the Rights of the
Child.

Ibb, Taiz, Sana’a, Dhamar, Ho-
deida, and Al-Mahweet governor-
ates, as well as Mukalla city in
Hadramout, are listed as the plac-
es in Yemen where juveniles were
sentenced to death between 2010
and 2013.

“These statistics came after sev-
eral committees made field visits
to all the prisons in all the gover-
norates and met and counted the

At the Convention to Combat Child Executions in Sana’a, children held a performance condemning

juvenile death sentences.

juvenile prisoners in them,” said
Al-Harazi.

The Yemeni NGOs Coalition
for the Rights of the Child was
founded in 1995. It is made up of
43 organizations and associations
in 12 Yemeni governorates that are
working in the field of children’s
rights and human development.

“Sentencing juveniles who are
18 years or younger to death is a
crime against humanity,” said a
representative of the United Na-
tion High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights who attended the con-
ference. “Death penalties should

be replaced by fines,” the represen-
tative added, saying that “govern-
ments around the world stopped
sentencing juveniles to death ex-
cept for four governments, includ-
ing Yemen’s.”

Yemeni law defines anyone who
is younger than 16 years old as a
juvenile, meaning 16-year-olds are
legally considered adults.

The country’s Juveniles’ Law
stipulates that if “a juvenile is 14
or 15 years of age and committed
a crime punishable by death s/he
will be imprisoned for no less than
ten years.” Anyone between 16 and

18, however, is sentenced to death,
which goes against the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child.

The biggest problem facing Ye-
meni judges is determining the age
of juveniles, as some of them do
not have any certificates indicating
their age.

“So far no juveniles under the
age of 15 years were executed,” ac-
cording to Ali Al-Asemi, a member
of the Yemeni Lawyers Union.

The National Dialogue Confer-
ence, which ended on Jan. 25,
2014, set the age of a juvenile at
below 18 years old.
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Houthis control AQAP stronghold in Al-Baida

M Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Oct. 29—On Tuesday
morning Houthis took control over
Al-Manaseh village and Asbil moun-
tain in Qaifa area of Al-Baida gover-
norate.

Both locations are known to be
strongholds of Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula (AQAP).

The Houthis’ advance followed
violent battles which lefts hundreds
dead, according to local and security
sources.

Nasser Al-Sane, who reports for
the state-run Saba News Agency, said

the Houthis, backed by the army, are
spread all over Al-Manaseh. Al-Sane,
who lives in Rada’a district, which
Qaifa is part of, said that AQAP with-
drew to Al-Manaseh’s mountains
and the neighboring villages. AQAP
is currently focusing on carrying out
night operations against Houthi tar-
gets, he said.

On Monday alone, AQAP burned
six military vehicles, three BMP-1
infantry fighting vehicles, and two
Houthi vehicles, according to Al-
Sane.

“There are no statistics indicating
the number of human losses,” Al-

Sane said, adding that the number
of casualties “are very severe.”

Although Al-Sane estimated the
casualties from Sunday and Monday
to exceed 100, he called rumors of
over 250 deaths unfounded.

Al-Arabiya, Al-Jazeera, and other
news websites published earlier that
over 250 were killed, without speci-
fying sources.

According to Al-Sane it was not
only AQAP fighters but also resi-
dents of Al-Manaseh who fled to the
mountains. “This is a potential hu-
man crisis,” he said.

A source from AQAP, who has pre-

viously fought with the group and
lives in Qaifa, said “the tribes and
Ansar Al-Sharia [AQAP] withdrew
to the mountains of Qaifa after they
took armored vehicles and military
hardware which they had acquired
during previous fights.” The source
calls AQAP’s withdrawal a “tactical”
move, aimed at attacking and killing
Houthis.

“Victory is not gained by control-
ling cities but by killing a large num-
ber of enemies,” the source said. “We
withdrew to save the local residents
from the US and Yemeni warplanes,
who are striking heavily and causing

many civilians deaths.”

As for the number of casualties,
the source claimed that more than
250 Houthi fighters were Kkilled,
compared to less than 20 AQAP
members.

“Ansar Al-Sharia [AQAP] are cost-
ing the Houthis many losses and the
gains Houthis made are because of
the help of the Yemeni air force and
US drones,” said Mused Al-Salimi,
who writes for the state-run Octo-
ber 14 newspaper and specializes in
AQAP affairs.

However, according to Faed Al-
Harazy from the 7th Military Com-

mand’s Operations Department,
“the army forces are expanding daily
in Qaifa area and other villages in
Rada’a district.”

The 7th Military Command’s Op-
erations Department oversees all
army camps and military units in Al-
Baida governorate.

“The army is making big gains and
our forces and the army are spread-
ing in Qaifa area,” confirmed Wa-
leed Al-Dailami, one of the Houthis’
commanders in Qaifa.

The Yemen Times contacted lo-
cal security forces in Qaifa area, but
they refused to comment.

Dhamar calm under Houthi control

H Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A Oct. 28—Despite oppo-
sition against the Houthis in sev-
eral governorates, the group has
not faced any notable opposition in
Dhamar governorate since taking
control over it on Oct. 14.

In spite of the Houthis’ heavy
presence, the situation has remained
calm, according to local and security
sources in Dhamar.

Mohammad Ali Al-Jahmali, a
resident in Dhamar city, reported
that Houthi checkpoints are spread
throughout Dhamar city, and that
over ten checkpoints are currently
guarding the city’s entrance points.

“The streets are crowded with
armed men and Houthi signs are all
over the streets, roundabouts, and
rooftops. Houthi patrol cars are sta-
tioned in front of every government
headquarter; the city is safe and
there are no security problems,” Al-
Jahmali said.

“There were no clashes between
Houthis and security forces because
Houthis spread in the city’s streets
after coordinating with the gover-
norate’s security leaders,” Abdullah
Al-Saeedy, the deputy security chief
of Dhamar, confirmed.

He added, “[the Houthis] did not
try to take control over any public
institution, facility, or headquarter.
However, a number of them set up
security checkpoints.”

In Al-Saeedy’s view, the reason
for the ongoing peace in Dhamar is

Local sources believe that the high number of Houthi supporters and GPC members in the governorate

explain its current stability.

that most armed Houthis are locals.
About 70 percent of the population
in Dhamar, he estimated, are Houthi
members or supporters. Moreover,
most residents in the governorate
are members of the General People’s
Congress (GPC), which Al-Saeedy
claimed is currently allied with the
Houthis.

Yahya Mujahid Al-Ansi, a leader
in the GPC and a member in the gov-
ernorate’s local council, agreed that

Houthis to officially

join police
H Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Oct. 29—Sana’a’s po-
lice announced on Tuesday that
members of the Houthis will of-
ficially be made a part of the secu-
rity apparatus within the upcom-
ing days.

Colonel AbdulrazaqAl-Moayed,
the security chief of Sana’a, told
Azal TV Channel on Tuesday that
Houthi members in Sana’a will
receive security training before
they start working with the po-
lice.

“Those members will be given
the formal uniform of the security
apparatus too,” he added.

The Yemen Times tried to con-
tact the Police Department in
Sana’a to get more details about
the number of the members to
be recruited, but received no re-
sponse.

A source from the Ministry of
Interior previously told the Yemen
Times that a decision was made
by the Supreme Security Com-
mittee to make 20,000 Houthis
part of the military, though the
details of the plan have yet to be
made public.

Mohammed Al-Bukhaiti, a
member of the Houthis’ Political
Office, told the Yemen Times that
it is “normal” to recruit Houthis
into the military and the police
as they “fought on the side of the
state.”

“After each internal conflict
and the signing of a partnership
agreement... the state recruits
those who stood by its side,” he
said.

Al-Bukhaiti added that the

Houthis have been marginalized
in the past, even after the 2011
revolution. “The situation would
have never reached this stage if
we were included in state institu-
tions, like members of other par-
ties,” he said.

Al-Moayed’s  announcement
coincided with a march staged by
human rights activists and hun-
dreds of residents on Tuesday,
demanding the evacuation of
Houthi gunmen from Sana’a.

A statement released by the
protesters called on the security
apparatus to resume its work and
maintain security in the capital
and other governorates.

On her Facebook page, Tawak-
kol Karman, Yemen’s Nobel Peace
Prize winner, called the partici-
pation of Houthi gunmen in the
police an unprecedented form of
“corruption.”

“In order to withdraw his mili-
tias and evacuate the sit-in tents
in Sana’a, Abdulmalik Al-Houthi
conditioned the recruitment of
these militias in the military and
security apparatus. This is cor-
ruption that requires a thousand
revolutions,” she wrote.

Ever since the Houthis took
control over Sana’a’s streets on
Sept. 21, they erected numerous
unofficial checkpoints through-
out the capital. The Houthis
claimed that these checkpoints
are aimed at maintaining security
in the capital.

Al-Moayed was assigned as the
capital’s security chief by the in-
terior minister on Oct. 10, follow-
ing the suicide attack in Tahrir
Square.

the widespread GPC support inside
the governorate explains it’s prevail-
ing security. GPC leaders co-ordi-
nated with Houthi leaders to deploy
their armed men and not to trigger
any fights in the governorate.

Referring to Ali Abdullah Saleh,
the leader of the GPC and Yemen’s
former president, Al-Ansi added
that orders to hand over the gover-
norate came from the GPC in Sana’a.
“We were told to maintain security
inside the governorate and to avoid
any conflicts,” he said.

“We are co-operating with the
Houthis and the security forces in
the governorate to maintain peace
and security here and to prevent
what happened in Al-Baida and Ibb
from happening here,” Al-Ansi said.

Saleh Mahdi Al-Mahalli, an Is-
lah Party member living in Dhamar
governorate, said that Islah is not
getting into confrontations with the

Houthis because the party does not
want to be dragged into a war.

Contrary to other governorates,
Al-Mahalli added, the Houthis did
not break into any Islah Party head-
quarters in Dhamar.

“We are a political party, we have
no problems with the Houthis, and
things are very normal here,” he
summed things up.

No incidences of resistance
from Salafis have been reported in
Dhamar, who previously have en-
gaged in fighting with the Houthis.

An agreement of “co-existence and
brotherhood” was signed between
the Houthis and Salafis in Dhamar
on June 26. The agreement urges
peaceful co-existence between the
two groups and seeks to maintain
peace and security. It urges Salafis
and Houthis not to attack each other
and respect each other’s opinions
and religious believes.

Houthis evacuate
outskirts of Sana’a

H Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A, Oct. 29—On Tuesday
the Houthis evacuated their en-
campments in Hezyaz, Subaha,
and Al-Azragein neighborhoods on
the outskirts of the capital Sana’a.

The state-run Saba News Agen-
cy quoted a statement from the
Houthis’ Organizing Committee
as saying, “to implement the Peace
and National Partnership Agree-
ment, the Organizing Committee
declared on Tuesday the evacu-
ation of all the remaining camps
on the outskirts of the capital of
Sana’a.”

The Peace and National Partner-
ship Agreement was signed by the
Houthis, the government, and a
number of political actors on Sept.
21 in an attempt to put an end to
days of fighting in the capital.

“The removal of the camps is a
sign to show the revolutionaries
[the Houthis] are keen to spread
optimism among the Yemenis who
aspire for a better future under a
sovereign state,” read the state-
ment.

The Houthis’ announcement fol-
lowed a speech by President Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi on Sunday,
calling on the Houthis to withdraw
their militants from the cities they
took over.

Hussein Al-Bukhaiti, a promi-
nent Houthi member and activist,
told the Yemen Times that the re-
moval of the camps indicates the
Houthis’ goodwill and their seri-
ousness to implement the partner-
ship agreement.

A week earlier, the Houthis
packed up their camps on Airport
Road.

Ibrahim Al-Moayad, a Sana’a
resident who identifies himself as
a Houthi supporter, said removing
the camps is a positive step.

“The prime minister was ap-
pointed and the allocation of min-
istries has been agreed upon. Thus,
there is no use in maintaining the
camps. In case the government re-
neges on its promises, we will re-
turn to pitching the camps,” said
Al-Moayad.

Mohammed Al-Hezyazi, a resi-
dent in Hezyaz, confirmed the
camps were removed on orders
from the Houthis’ leadership and
the situation has returned to nor-
mal.

Mustafa Rajeh, a Sana’a-based
political analyst and columnist for
the state-run Al-Gomhuria news-
paper, said the move to evacuate
the protest squares comes at a
time when the Houthi group has
usurped prominent state institu-
tions in Sana’a.

“If the group is serious about
implementing the agreement, they
should leave Sana’a and return the
public institutions to government
control,” said Rajeh.

The Houthis pitched tents at the
entrances of Sana’a in early Au-
gust, calling for three demands:
The reversal of fuel subsidies, the
ousting of the government, and the
implementation of the National
Dialogue Conference outcomes.
So far, the first two demands have
been realized.
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YT vision
statement

“To make Yemen
a good world
citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR OPINION

What’s missing?
Transitional justice

ooking back at the past three years of

Yemen’s transition, since the Gulf Co-

operation Council (GCC) Initiative in

November 2011, there are three major

mistakes that I believe have led us to
the chaos we are experiencing today:

We should have issued a transitional jus-
tice law immediately after or simultaneous
to the immunity law.

It was agreed during the GCC Initiative negotia-
tions to pardon former President Saleh and all
those who worked with him, including the oppo-
sition parties, in return for handing over power.
Saleh did resign from his position as president,
but still controlled half of the government through
his post as head of the General People’s Congress
(GPC). The consensus government of 2012 should
have issued the transitional justice law to close
any chapters of the past—to reveal the truth, com-
pensate the victims, and put an end to any injus-
tices caused by the former regime. I am sure that
had we done this, the issue of Saleh presiding over
the GPC would have been raised and based on this
law, he would have been asked to recuse himself
from leading the GPC.

We should have created and helped facili-
tate an independent committee responsi-
ble for investigating the 2011 uprising.

This committee was mentioned in both the GCC
Initiative and also in the UN Security Council Res-
olution 2014 (2011), which was based on the UN
Human Rights Council resolution on Yemen (A/
HRC/RES/18/19). There is no excuse whatsoever
as to why President Hadi did not create that com-
mittee and facilitate its work.

We should not have included a working
group on transitional justice in the Nation-
al Dialogue Conference (NDC).

The third mistake was to engage an entire work-
ing group of 80 people in debates about issues
that should have already been resolved by the ex-
ecutive authority. The working group was debat-
ing Saleh’s immunity and the jurisdiction of tran-
sitional justice without really understanding that
justice in this context does not mean court cases.
This was one of the main reasons, if not the main
reason, why the GPC gave us a hard time during
the NDC and caused the prolonging of the confer-
ence from six to ten months. We wasted so much
time on these issues and did not focus on building
the new Yemen.

Today, we pay for this in the Constitution
Drafting Committee and the National Author-
ity for Monitoring the Implementation of NDC
Outcomes. This is because there are so many de-
tails of the federal system and state structure that
were left unclear in the final NDC document and
are now left to speculation and negotiation by the
political parties and their representatives in both
bodies.

With the new government, we face a new turn-
ing point in Yemen’s history. However, without
closing the troubling chapters of the past, Prime
Minister Bahah will never be able to run the coun-
try and create stability in an already fragile nation.
He needs to focus on transitional justice the right
way if he wants to succeed in his mission.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

BUSINESS
FOR PEACE

55

0‘4
Qiv(((.

Saudi Arabia: As executions rise, allies must
focus more closely on warring anti-IS forces

Patrick Cockburn
I Independent.co.uk
First published Oct. 26
Specialized Criminal Court
in Saudi Arabia has sen-
tenced a prominent Shia
clergyman, Sheikh Nimr
Bagqir Al-Nimr, to death on
vague charges of “breaking allegiance
to the ruler” and “encouraging, leading,
and participating in demonstrations.”

It is a sentence that is creating rage
among Saudi Arabia’s two-million-
strong Shia minority that has long
claimed to be persecuted and discrimi-
nated against.

The Saudi authorities are nervous
about how the verdict handed down on
Oct. 15 will be received; the court arrest-
ed Sheikh Nimr’s brother, Mohammed
Nimr Al-Nimr, after he announced the
outcome of the trial on Twitter. Local
activists believe this was to prevent him
speaking to the media after sentencing.
Harsh though the sentence is, it is less
than the prosecution’s demand for ex-
ecution by “crucifixion,” a punishment
that in Saudi Arabia involves behead-
ing.

Sheikh Nimr had been under arrest
since 2012 when he was shot four times
in the leg by police, who claimed that he
resisted them with a weapon when they
were trying to arrest him. His family dis-
pute this, saying that he did not own a
weapon and accusing the Saudi authori-
ties of not providing adequate medical
treatment for his wounds. Sheikh Nimr
had earlier said in an interview with the
BBC that he looked to “the roar of the
word against the Saudi authorities rath-
er than weapons... the weapon of the
word is stronger than bullets, because
authorities will profit from a battle of
weapons.” At the time of his arrest there
were riots in Eastern Province, the site
of much of Saudi Arabia’s oil wealth, in

which three people were killed.

News of Sheikh Nimr’s death sentence
received limited coverage in the foreign
media, which was focused more on the
outcome of the Islamic State’s siege of
Kobani in northern Syria. It was a more
obviously significant development and
was, moreover, taking place in full view
of television cameras just across the
border in Turkey. But these two events
in Saudi Arabia and Syria are linked be-
cause they are both part of the greatest
crisis in the Middle East since the fall of
the Ottoman Empire a century ago.

Sheikh Nimr’s sentence is important
because of its negative impact on the
Shia in Saudi Arabia and their fraught
relationship with the Saudi royal family.
But it has a wider significance because
it helps deepen hostility between Shia
and Sunni Muslims and escalates the
struggle between them everywhere in
the world. Syria and Iraq are the main
arena for this battle, but it now encom-
passes all 1.6 billion Muslims, a quarter
of the world’s population.

It is a persistent error by the United
States, Britain, and their allies in the
West to underestimate the extent to
which the Sunni-Shia confrontation de-
termines what happens in the Middle
East. This is particularly so in those
countries in which the Shia, or sects de-
monized by Sunni governments as Shia,
form a significant part of the population.
The blindness of the western powers is
to a degree self-serving and intentional:
It makes it easier for them to ally them-
selves with the theocratic absolute mon-
archies of the Gulf without having to
admit they have thereby plugged into a
bigoted and sectarian agenda.

The Sunni-Shia battle is growing by
the day involving communities like the
Alawites of Syria, the Alevi of Turkey,
and the Houthis of Yemen, whose Shia
credentials might have been doubted
a few decades ago by the Shia of Iran,

Iraq, and Lebanon. But people’s nation-
al and religious identities are defined as
much by the perceptions and actions of
their enemies as by their own beliefs.
Denunciations of the Houthis of Yemen,
who have recently captured the capital
Sana’a, by Saudis as Shia and pawns of
Iran tend to be self-fulfilling. When I
asked some Alevi in Istanbul last year if
they saw themselves as part of the wider
Shia world, they said that their problem
was that many Sunni saw them as such.

The same is true of Syria. Whatever
the popular origins of the revolt against
President Bashar Al-Assad and his gov-
ernment in 2011, it swiftly took a sectar-
ian form. This happened because sectar-
ian divisions were always very real and
because Sunni states like Saudi Arabia
and Turkey channeled their support to-
wards jihadis, thus preparing the ground
for the dominance of the rebel move-
ment by Islamic State (IS) and Jabhat
Al-Nusra, Al-Qaeda’s affiliate in Syria.

It has been politically convenient for
the US, Britain, and their allies to pre-
tend that there is a “moderate” non-ji-
hadi rebel movement capable of fighting
both IS and the Assad government. In
reality, the civil war in Syria is all too real
and sectarian killers are not all confined
to IS. Earlier this year I was on the out-
skirts of Adra, a town north of Damas-
cus, part of which had been captured by
rebels from Douma who had killed many
non-Sunni. One highly secular Alawite
family had blown themselves up with
grenades, children as well as parents,
because they believed they would all be
tortured to death by the rebels.

In Syria the western powers blithely
pretend that the rebels, especially the
famous “moderates” are less sectar-
ian than they are. In Baghdad they do
the exact opposite and pretend that the
Shia-dominated government and its
armed forces do not have a sectarian
agenda. The reality is that the most ef-

fective military force on the government
side is the Shia militias who murder and
kidnap Sunni with impunity as shown
by a recent Amnesty International re-
port. If the United States and others
back the government with embedded
advisers calling in air strikes, it will be
supporting the Shia in a war against the
5 or 6 million Sunni in Iraq. Anti-Sunni
sectarian cleansing has already started
in Diyala, Hilla and other provinces
around Baghdad. It is self-deceiving to
believe the recapture of Mosul or other
Sunni cities by the government will be
welcomed by the terrified local inhabit-
ants.

These sectarian wars cannot really be
won by either side. The most positive
thing that outside powers can do in Syria
is to arrange a ceasefire between anti-IS
forces, both government and rebel. Ha-
tred is too great for a political solution in
Syria, but a truce is feasible if backed by
outside powers such as the US, Russia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey.

When it comes to the broader Sunni-
Shia confrontation, the US, Britain, and
their allies need to end their blindness,
calculated though it is, towards the Sun-
ni sectarianism of Saudi Arabia and the
Gulf monarchies. Speaking of Sheikh
Nimr, Yusuf Al-Khoei, a prominent cam-
paigner for Shia-Sunni dialogue, says “it
makes a mockery of Saudi claims to be
fighting extremism when they threaten
to kill a prominent member of the Shia
community in their country. It makes
it impossible to have a dialogue with
them.”

In many respects the situation in Saudi
Arabia is getting worse rather than bet-
ter with a surge in the number of execu-
tions, as if the government feels it must
compete with the IS by demonstrating
the rigor with which it implements Is-
lamic law (Sharia) and deals with Shia,
Christians, and others who do not follow
its own brand of Islam.

Foreign fighters: Foreign to whom?

Afzal Ashraf
I aljazeera.com

First published Oct. 27

ntil a few months ago,

the term “foreign fight-

ers” was foreign to all but

practitioners of counter-

insurgency and counter-
terrorism. With politicians and the me-
dia using the term on a daily basis, many
ordinary people are left wondering what
it means and why there is so much fuss
around the topic.

The foreign fighters label came to
prominence in Iraq about ten years ago
when coalition officers believed, incor-
rectly, that the “Sunni insurgency” in
that country was being dominated by
fighters from outside. The concept of for-
eign fighters—individuals who travel to
a foreign country to fight for a cause is,
however, much older. From the Crusades
through to the Spanish Civil War in the
1930s, young men have been mobilized
to fight for an ideological cause in foreign
countries. Contemporary foreign fighters
have a significant difference from their
historical counterparts. For some, the
ideological cause they went to fight for
abroad continues as a war at home upon
their return.

This difference came following the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979.
Western governments encouraged the
declaration of a jihad in Afghanistan so
that young Muslim men from the Middle
East and elsewhere could fight the proxy
Cold War between the two superpowers.
The USSR’s withdrawal from Afghani-
stan less than ten years later left a pro-

found effect on the emerging jihadist ide-
ology. This was the belief, articulated by
Osama Bin Laden and others, that with
only simple weapons, the “brave jihadist”
fighters defeated the world’s greatest su-
perpower. That interpretation of history
ignores the role played by US-supplied
stinger missiles, economic and political
depression in Russia, and the revolt in
Eastern Europe against communism. Bin
Laden’s propaganda gave credit for the
fall of the USSR to the jihadist ideology.

Wrongs of western hegemony
Many young men returning from the “Af-
ghan jihad” believed that they had both
the ability and duty to right the wrongs
of western hegemony and fight to protect
Muslims. It was around this concept that
some foreign fighters who had managed
to get political asylum in the West began
to radicalize and then mobilize young
men to engage in violent action. Initially,
the focus was on direct attacks on what
Bin Laden called the far enemy, the West,
but when Al-Qaeda’s ability to sustain at-
tacks was curtailed by the “war on terror”
after 9/11, the emphasis shifted to action
at home.

However, most serious terrorist at-
tacks in western countries, such as the
London 7/7 bombings, were carried out
by individuals who were almost exclu-
sively radicalized within their own coun-
tries without the experience of foreign
fighting.

That fact does not stop western gov-
ernments from worrying about potential
violence from returning foreign fighters.
The impact of terrorism on western so-
ciety is such that even one attack involv-

ing just a few casualties is considered
too great a risk for any government to
accept.

A failure to manage the aftermath
of the Madrid bombings in 2003 led to
the downfall of the Spanish government
a few weeks later. Consequently, gov-
ernments fear public opinion turning
against them. Fear of being considered
inadequate pushes them to emphasize
the potential threat of foreign fighters
and a wish to appear tough in dealing
with it. Hence, there has been consider-
able debate about taking away passports
of foreign fighters to prevent a return to
their home countries and placing restric-
tions on those individuals who manage
to return.

Legally problematic

Most of these measures are legally prob-
lematic and many critics, some within
government, question the effectiveness
of bringing in new legislation. Others
question the mere definition of a foreign
fighter when many have dual identities if
not dual nationalities.

For example, is a British Syrian who
goes from the UK to fight in Syria a for-
eign fighter? To get around that, the Aus-
tralian government proposed linking the
crime to location rather than identity by
making it an offence to be in a “designat-
ed” area without good reason.

That definition may also address the
problem of punishing the small but high-
ly mediagenic group of females who have
gone to Iraq and Syria primarily to be-
come wives of foreign fighters. They may
not have engaged in fighting and so they
can only be prosecuted for being some-

where their governments do not want
them to be.

All of this is based on the assumption
that many foreign fighters will want to
come back and they will wish to carry out
attacks in their homelands, will have the
capability to do so in terms of planning
and obtaining weapons, and also that
they will have the opportunity to do so.
The reality is that the majority of those
returning are likely to be disillusioned
by a painful realization that the idealistic
movement they went to fight for is actu-
ally a bloodthirsty gang of thugs driven
by power and sexual lust rather than
spiritual and social purity.

While those individuals need not be
welcomed with hugs, they at least should
be given the chance to rehabilitate if they
are genuinely remorseful, their potential
for adding to the woefully inadequate
intelligence on ISIL should be exploited
and their credible first-hand accounts of
the brutal reality of ISIL should be ex-
posed to dissuade other impressionable
youngsters from joining ISIL.

If any of them still believe ISIL is a
force for good then there are sufficient
laws in most countries to put them away
for a long time to contemplate their
warped view of the world—better they
languish in jails at home than run amok
with guns abroad.

Afzal Ashraf is a consultant fellow at
Royal United Services Institute for De-
fense and Security Studies (RUSI) and
served in the UK Armed Forces. He was
involved in developing a counter-insur-
gency strategy and in the policing and
the justice sectors in Iraq.
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Oman’s uncertain future

Giorgio Cafiero
I al-monitor.com
First published Oct. 21
ven as many Arab states
have succumbed to sec-
tarian violence and
political tumult, the
Sultanate of Oman has
stood out as a beacon of tranquil-
ity and tolerance. Oman’s stability
is largely attributed to the popular-
ity of its leader, Sultan Qaboos Bin
Said Al-Said.

When Qaboos seized power in
1970, Oman was an isolated and im-
poverished state beset by a Marxist
insurgency. Yet, over the course of
his 44-year reign, Qaboos has been
credited with using Oman’s oil
wealth to transform his nation into

a rich country with a vibrant tour-
ism industry and a high standard of
living. Under Qaboos’ stewardship,
Oman has also conducted an inde-
pendent foreign policy that serves a
unique role in the region.

However, sustaining such stabil-
ity after Qaboos’ reign inevitably
ends may prove challenging. Qa-
boos has no male siblings or chil-
dren, and he is the world’s only
absolute monarch without an offi-
cially designated heir to the throne.
Therefore, much uncertainty sur-
rounds Oman’s future.

For years, experts have warned of
a potential succession crisis should
Qaboos die. A power vacuum in
Muscat could fuel an internecine
struggle among members of the
royal family, the military, various

tribes, and the economic elite if no
consensus is reached about who
will inherit the throne. As nearly all
political authority in Oman rests in
Qaboos’ hands, the lack of a strong
No. 2 man in Oman’s government
fuels speculation that any potential
successor will lack the legitimacy to
fill Qaboos’ shoes.

Now that Qaboos, 73, has been
undergoing medical tests” in Ger-
many since July 10, concerns that
he may be terminally ill are rising.
Oman’s government claims that the
sultan is in “good health,” despite a
diplomatic source in Muscat saying
that Qaboos has colon cancer. In
August, a Lebanese daily reported
that the cancer had spread, leaving
Qaboos unable to independently
move his body for a span of seven

The struggle for female political
participation in Tunisia

Afraa Fdhil
I atlanticcouncil.org
First published Oct. 28
onsidering that Tunisia
has long been on the
frontlines in gender
politics, electoral lists
for the parliamentary
elections that took place on Oct.
26 have proved a disappointment;
female candidates led 11 percent of
electoral lists. Given that women
made up 50.5 percent of registered
voters (up from 45 percent in Oc-
tober 2011), the low percentage of
female candidates sparked outrage
among female activists who had
a leading role during the Tunisian
revolution in 2011 and who, over
the last three years, have stood
steadfastly against trends that
threatened to derail the democratic
movement. Despite their increasing
political participation and the con-
stitutional and legislative protec-
tion for women’s political and civil
rights (such as Article 24 of the Tu-
nisian Electoral Law ensuring par-
ity in electoral lists), Tunisian wom-
en find themselves almost excluded
from “real” political opportunities.
Female human rights activists
and members of civil society gener-
ally agree that this exclusion dem-
onstrates what is called “duplicity
of political discourse” and the mar-
ginalization of women’s political
representation. They argue that po-
litical parties are unconvinced by
the principle of parity and that they
nominated women just to “fill in the
blanks” in their electoral lists or to
clean up their image in the eyes of
national and international observ-
ers. Nominating three women at the
head of Ennahda’s electoral lists in
foreign countries while nominating
only one figure, Deputy President
of Tunisia’s National Constituent
Assembly (NCA) Mehrezia Labidi,
to lead only one of its local electoral
lists, is a disingenuous attempt
to showcase the Islamic political
movement’s “betting on the leader-
ship abilities of women,” intending
to “deliver the image that the West
wants to see from a “modern” Is-
lamic party.”
Equally important, statistics
show that female political partici-
pation is remarkably lower in the

interior regions than the coastal
ones—particularly surprising giv-
en that voter registration among
women in the interior governorates
is higher than for men. The exclu-
sionary stance is particularly clear,
for example, in the Tataouine gov-
ernorate located in southern Tuni-
sia, where female candidates led
no electoral lists, despite the fact
that vertical parity and alternation
was guaranteed by the Fundamen-
tal Law 16/2014 on Elections and
Referenda, enacted in May 2014.
Although gender parity and alter-
nation of nominees was respected,
political parties abused the alter-
nation rule by having a man at the
head of every nine-member-list, ef-
fectively ensuring a larger number
of male nominees (89 percent of all
lists contained five men versus four
women).

Unfortunately, the absence of
“real” political representation of Tu-
nisian women was not restricted to
electoral lists. Men also dominated
the media exposure discussing the
2014 elections. According to The
Independent High Authority for
Elections (ISIE), every candidate
had three minutes on a national
channel to deliver his/her electoral
program. However, even those TV
sessions provided for candidates
to briefly present their electoral
programs were male-dominated
programs, obstructing womens’
opportunity to demonstrate their
political leadership skills. “Unless
[there is an] impediment, only the
head of list can present its political
program on national media,” said
ISIE. Accordingly, women only en-
joyed 11 percent or less of national
media time.

What’s the alternative?

Some Tunisian women, specifi-
cally those who experienced poli-
tics from within as members of
the NCA, assert that the prevailing
mindset of Tunisian society ex-
plains the suppression of women
leaders. In research conducted by
the National Democratic Institute
(NDI) on female political participa-
tion in Tunisia after the revolution,
Feb. 17-28, 2012, “the overwhelm-
ing majority of male respondents,
regardless of age or region, said
they are more comfortable having a

man for a boss because they could
not accept taking orders from a
woman.” Moreover, “in describing
their households, participants only
tended to acknowledge divisions of
labor with women mainly involving
child rearing, cooking, and clean-
ing, while men provided financial
support and made decisions at the
family level.” Unfortunately, “this
division of roles was not neces-
sarily regarded as negative; many
women expressed pride in fulfilling
traditional duties.” For this reason
above all, women only reluctantly
engage in politics and run for of-
fice. They doubt their ability to
equally fulfill private and public
roles and, more importantly, fear
the political smear campaigns that
most politicians and public figures
face. Hence, women opt for civic
engagement in Tunisia because of
its charitable and voluntary char-
acteristic as a means of refuting
extremist attempts to isolate them
from public life.

For the last three years, female
activists and their proponents have
led waves of protests against reac-
tionary trends to defend their hard-
won gains guaranteed by the Tuni-
sian Code of Personal Status and
the 1956 Constitution. Since 1956,
Tunisian women have had the right
to suffrage, divorce, and access to
abortion, before other Arab-and
even some European countries. Tu-
nisian laws guarantee gender equal-
ity, prevent polygamy, and repudia-
tion of wives by their husbands, set
compulsory education for children
of both genders from the age of six
to 15, permit family planning, and
legalize contraception.

In fact, some of this year’s male
presidential candidates are rely-
ing on the most motivated and in-
fluential women of their entourage
to plan and co-lead their electoral
campaigns, employing their power-
ful management skills and strong
personalities. ~The Republican
Party’s honorary president, Ahmed
Najib Chebbi, for instance, relies on
Maya Jribi, the party’s president
and the head of the list of the Ben
Arous governorate, to strengthen
his position as a presidential can-
didate.
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months. When Qaboos missed the
Eid holiday in early October, suspi-
cions were further stoked that the
sultan’s health condition was in-
deed serious.

Qaboos, the GCC, and Iran
Under Qaboos’ rule, Oman has fre-
quently aligned with the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) on a host of
regional issues, ranging from Bah-
rain to Yemen. However, Oman’s
warm relationship with Iran is tru-
ly unique within the council. Oman,
which of all the GCC states is least
critical of Tehran, has a cooperative
relationship with Iran. In August
2010, the two governments signed a
security pact and have recently de-
veloped the Hengham oil field in
the Persian Gulf with an estimated
value of $450 million.

Over the years, Muscat’s inde-
pendent approach to dealing with
Iran has effectively diminished
Riyadh’s leverage over the smaller
GCC monarchies and undermined
Western efforts to isolate Iran in-
ternationally. It has also ensured
Oman’s geopolitical independence
from its dominant neighbor Saudi
Arabia-a key pillar of Muscat’s for-
eign policy.

Part of the reason is sectarian.
The majority of Omanis practice
Ibadi Islam, a strain of the faith
distinct from both the Sunni and
Shia sects. Many in the sultanate
fear Saudi Arabia’s quest for domi-
nance in the council given the Saudi
religious establishment’s intolerant
views of Ibadis, who are often de-
scribed as “heretics” by hard-line
Wahhabi clerics in the conservative
Sunni kingdom. Whereas Sunni-led
GCC states have, to various degrees,
backed Sunni militants fighting
Shia governments and nonstate ac-
tors in Syria’s civil war and beyond,
Oman has largely eschewed such a
sectarian agenda.

Energy demands also shape
Oman’s relationship with Iran.
With substantially less resource
wealth than some of its neighbors,
Oman’s natural energy resources

Opinion

are expected to deplete before
those of other GCC states. So,
nearby Iran-and by extension gas-
rich Central Asian states-will likely
play an increasingly important role
in Oman’s energy landscape. Ira-
nian President Hassan Rouhani’s
first trip to the GCC was to Oman,
where the Omani and Iranian gov-
ernments signed a $1billion deal
to construct a natural gas pipeline
to connect Iran’s Hormuzgan prov-
ince with Sohar, Oman earlier this
year. Iranian gas is expected to be-
gin flowing into Oman by 2017, ac-
cording to Omani officials.

As the GCC state situated closest
to Iran, Muscat has a strong incen-
tive to defuse tensions between
Iran, the West and Western GCC
allies. As Oman and Iran jointly
share ownership of the Strait of
Hormuz-through which one-fifth
of global crude oil passes-Oman’s
government views the prospects of
a military confrontation between
the United States and Iran as a ma-
jor geopolitical and economic risk.

To diminish this risk, Qaboos’
government has sought to position
Oman as a diplomatic bridge be-
tween Tehran and the Western-GCC
alliance. This was most recently
underscored by Qaboos’ mediation
of the talks between American and
Iranian diplomats that led to the
nuclear interim agreement between
Iran and the five permanent UN Se-
curity Council members and Ger-
many (P5+1) in November 2013.

While some critics in the GCC
have accused Qaboos of under-
mining the Gulf Arab states’ unity
against Iran (the primary reason
the council was established in
1981), it does not appear that Mus-
cat’s partnership with Tehran has
actually undermined Oman’s good
standing in the GCC. To this end,
Oman’s security cooperation with
the Saudis against extremist forces
in Yemen has helped Oman main-
tain good relations with Riyadh de-
spite Muscat’s outreach to Tehran.

Former US Ambassador to Oman
Gary Grappo maintainsthat Oman’s

D

“cautious but successful diplomatic
outreach to Iran” has created a
merely “nettlesome internal dy-
namic” within the GCC, rather than
constituting a major source of ten-
sion. Indeed, when Iran and the
P5+1 reached the interim nuclear
deal in 2013, most GCC states offi-
cially welcomed the development.

The future

Under the leadership of Qaboos,
Oman has established itself as a
longtime US and UK ally, a member
of the GCC in good standing, and
Iran’s closest partner in a council
dominated by its rival. At the same
time, like the other GCC members,
Oman has drastically deepened its
economic relations with Asian pow-
ers, including China, Pakistan.

This foreign policy of maintain-
ing friendly ties with virtually all
influential actors in the region-and
skillfully balancing their conflict-
ing interests against one another-
has served Oman’s interests well.
Given that these interests will out-
live Qaboos, there is little reason to
expect Oman’s next ruler to drasti-
cally re-align Omani foreign policy-
whatever internal tumult may oth-
erwise ensue.

Nonetheless, if a succession cri-
sis fuels instability across Oman,
the government will likely have to
channel more resources into ad-
dressing domestic unrest and rein
in its active role on the internation-
al stage. Such circumstances could
exacerbate a number of geo-politi-
cal risks in the region. The Saudis
in particular are concerned that
Oman could become—like Yemen—
another haven for extremist forces
along their southern border.

Rather than seeking to influence
the outcome of Oman’s succession
process, most outside actors will
have to accept that Oman’s politi-
cal future will be largely out of their
control. Nonetheless, with such
high stakes for Oman’s unique in-
ternal stability and international
role, much depends on what follows
the inevitable end of Qaboos’ reign.
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Hezyaz: A neighborhood up in arms

H Mohammad Al-Khayat

alking  through

Sana’a’s Hezyaz

neighborhood

these days resem-

bles the passage
through a war zone: Armed men are
everywhere one looks. While some
identify themselves as Houthis,
others say they are ordinary citizens
protecting their houses, stores, and
families.

While all the armed men say they
have the same goal—offering safety
and maintaining security—they dif-
fer in motivation, focus, and politi-
cal affiliations.

“T am here to protect our home,”
says Aref Al-Rumeil, cheeks filled
with qat and stationed behind a
barricade. “There are some prop-
erty problems between us and some
other people,” he explains, adding
that he is afraid his house might be
attacked. His opponents, he says,
“might take advantage of the fact
that Ansar Allah [the Houthis] are
in the area.”

Recent events in Hezyaz make it
necessary in the eyes of Al-Rumail
to carry a weapon and take security
into one’s own hands.

On Sept. 18, fighting erupted in the
neighborhood between the Houthis
and local opponents. Over a period
of four days, gunfire disrupted the
night’s silence, keeping residents in
Hezyaz awake and scared.

Since Sept. 21 the fighting has
largely stopped, with Houthis be-
ginning to mark their control over
the area by manning checkpoints
around and inside Hezyaz.

“It is our duty to protect our-
selves and our properties in the
midst of this security breakdown,”
says Al-Rumail. “We have coordi-
nated this with Ansar Allah’s [the
Houthis’] armed men and spoke to
them about the sensitive nature of
the situation,” he explained. The
Houthis encouraged residents to

protect their properties,
as it “lightened the burden
on them.”

Opposite  Al-Rumail’s
house stands Ali Al-Amari,
a self-identified Houthi
member, who works at a
checkpoint. “There are no
problems between us and
the armed men who are
protecting their homes
and shops,” he said, con-
firming that the Houthis
have encouraged residents
in the neighborhood to
show some self-initiative,
as “it is difficult for us to
secure the entire area.”

Al-Amari explains that
the neighborhood’s front-
lines are running between
the Houthis and “Takfiri
elements”—a term used
by the Houthis to describe
members of the Islah Party and Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula.
The Houthis” opponents, Al-Amari
says, began to assume the identity
of Houthis’ security personnel in
Hezyaz and “started attacking and
burglarizing some shops to defame
Ansar Allah and instigate people
against us.”

Allowing men in the neighbor-
hood to arm and defend themselves
made it difficult for Houthi imper-
sonators to commit any crimes, he
explains.

Ismail Al-Harazi, a young radio
journalist who lives in Hezyaz, de-
scribes the situation in his neigh-
borhood as “scary.” “When you
enter Hezyaz you see weapons ev-
erywhere,” he says.

Al-Harazi finds it provocative to
be stopped, searched, and ques-
tioned by Houthis when entering
his own neighborhood.

Mohammad Al-Muqadam, an
armed Houthi who works at one of
the checkpoints in Hezyaz, explains
that the Houthis only stop “suspi-
cious” people. He admits, however,

that “there are no specific signs that
indicate suspiciousness or guilt.”
“Sometimes,” he says, “it’s just a
feeling.”

“When we suspect someone we
stop him and ask for his ID card,”
he added. “We also ask him about
his name and what is he doing in
the area. And if he says he is there
to visit someone in particular, we let
him go. Although, most of the time
we do not recognize the person he is
here to see, we just go by his reac-
tion to our question,” Al-Muqadam
explains.

He emphasizes that Houthis re-
cently began stopping cars much
less frequently at the entrance
points to Hezyaz. Whether this
change of policy came as a reaction
to local complaints is difficult to as-
sess.

Mohammed Nasser, for his part,
has had negative experiences trying
to advise the Houthis. Whenever
someone tries to make suggestions,
the Houthis shift the blame to al-
leged impersonators, he complains.
The owner of a small store in Hezyaz,

Recent events in Hezyaz have led many men to carry arms, with locals and Houthis
alike claiming they are trying to maintain security.

Nasser describes the Houthis as the
“supreme authority right now.”

“We used to advise them against
randomly stopping people and
searching them. But they used to
ignore us and say that what they
are doing is a security necessity,”
Nasser recalls. “And when we com-
plained that some young Islah men
were treated with disdain by some
members of Ansar Allah we were
told that these men are not Ansar
Allah but are merely pretending to
be so.”

Women’s treatment, a mea-
sure of legitimacy

The treatment of women in Hezyaz
is used by both sides—the Houthis
and some of their local opponents—
as a measure of the Houthis’ legiti-
macy.

Nasser maintains a critical view
of the Houthis’ presence in Hezyaz,
saying “many times they [the
Houthis] have suspected women,
and searched them without consid-
ering that such actions are against
Yemeni customs and traditions.”

Al-Amari, who counts
himself as part of the
Houthis, denies Moham-
mad Nasser’s accusations.

“It is impossible for any
Ansar Allah members to
search a woman or even
speak to her. We are Ye-
menis, this is considered a
shame for us before it is a
shame for anyone else,” he
argued passionately.

“In case the Houthis
suspected a male perpe-
trator of being hidden
under women’s clothes,”
he added, they would not
talk to him. “It is shameful
enough that he is wearing
women’s clothes.”

Dhekra Omar, a student
and youth activist who
lives in Hezyaz area, sides
with Al-Amari, saying that
“my [female] friends and I always
walk in the area and we were never
stopped or searched by Ansar Allah
for any reason.”

“I hear about such incidents,” she
says, “but I have never met a girl
in the neighborhood who was sub-
jected to this behavior. The rumors
could be true or false, I cannot de-
cide on that.”

Omar indicates that “unlike some
other armed men, who are always
verbally bothering girls” many
“open minded girls in the area were
not subject to any behavior that
would restrict their freedom by An-
sar Allah.”

In general, she reports, cases of
harassment have decreased. “After
Ansar Allah took control over the
area youth groups [who used to
harass girls] are not as common as
before.”

Improved Security in Hezyaz?
Houthis generally legitimize their
presence in the capital and else-
where by claiming to maintain se-
curity. In Hezyaz, opinions vary on

whether the Houthis are sincere
and successful in implementing this
goal.

According to Al-Harazi, the situ-
ation in Hezyaz is safer now than it
was before the Houthis’ arrival. “The
Houthis are watching the streets,
they even have night patrols,” he
says, explaining that the num-
ber of robberies and crimes in the
neighborhood has decreased since
the Houthis took control. Hezyaz
was never one of Yemen’s “better”
neighborhoods, he explains, and
the area struggled with crime and
gangs. However, “since the Houthis
appeared the situation in Hezyaz
became much better and safer.”

While Al-Harazi commends the
Houthis’ security work, he admits
that the increased number of weap-
ons seen in Hezyaz comes with a
higher risk of gunfire. “It is known
that many fights occur in Hezyaz
area, and usually these fights lead
to the use of daggers and Jambiyas
[a traditional and widely-worn Ye-
meni dagger],” he says. Nowadays,
however, fights involve firearms
and “that’s what scares most of the
residents in the area.”

Anwr Ibrahim, another resident
in Hezyaz, agrees that the situa-
tion became frightening “due to the
armed men’s presence in the area.”
Hezyaz is no longer as safe as be-
fore, he says. “Residents are now
afraid of clashes between Houthis
and Al-Qaeda members more than
anything.”

Omar is also worried about the
presence of armed men and feels
less safe.

Nasser even describes it as “dis-
gusting” that “these armed men play
the role of the protectors of the area
without any official capacities.”

Almost everyone the Yemen Time
has spoken to in Hezyaz indicated
his or her rejection of the Houthis’
presence and attempt to protect
them, saying that it is the govern-
ment’s job.

PETROMASILA CPF YEMEN
Hazard ldentification and Risk
Assessment (HIRA) Training Course
Successfully concluded

These days training ,
course for Hazard
Identification and
Risk Assessment

Training Course aims
to demonstrating the
compliance with relevant
standards. The  risk
assessmentisastructured
approach which aids
in the consistency of
decision making and
the cost effectiveness in
allocation of resources.
Since 1992 this approach
had become the corner
stone of all harmonized
EC health and safety
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legislation and standards
as well as being the
essential element in building
safety case.

Risk assessment techniques
are complementary to the
more pragmatic ways of
problem identification and
assessment. They highlight

Participants:

Mr. Abdullah Faraj Aljabri

Mr. Khalid Mohammed Ali

Mr. Abdullah Ali Ba-Abood
Mr. Saleh Ali Albakri

Mr. Abdu-Salam A. Al-Amoudi
Mr. Abuzaid H. Aldhari

Mr. Mubarak Saleh Alhaddad

Mr. Mohammed Saeed Al-Maari
Mr. Mohammed Alsayed Yehia

systematically how hazards
can occur and provide a clearer
understanding of their nature
and possible consequences,
thereby improving the decision-
making process for the most
effective way to prevent injury
and damage to health.

¢ Mr. A.Rahman Ali Bazara

e Mr. Naseer Hameed Ali

e Mr. Abdullah Mohammed Ba-
Abbad

Mr. Shafigawadh Al-Masjedi
Mr. Saleh Taleb Mohsen

Mr. Ali Abdulaziz Beshr

Mr. Nabil Ahmed Al-Eryani
Mr. Mansour R. Al-Nashady
Mr. Mohammed Ali Noman

The techniques range from
relatively simple qualitative
methods of hazard identification
and analysis to the advanced
quantitative methods for risk
assessment in which numerical
values of risk frequency or
probability are derived.
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Taiz’s ancient structures under threat

Story and photo by
Mohammad Al-Khayat

aying within the old

quarters of Taiz are

beautifully  designed

houses with brown

bricks and impeccable
white mosques. Once hailed as the
culture capital of Yemen during the
Rasulid dynasty (1229—1454), Taiz
is currently struggling to maintain
its architectural heritage.

Located in the Yemeni highlands,
Taiz remained a walled city until
1948, after which Imam Ahmed
made it the second capital of Ye-
men and allowed for it’s expansion
beyond its historical core.

Sana’a-based historian Nebras
Anam recounts, “old Taiz city had
two gates, Al-Bab Al-Kabir [the
Great Gate] and Bab Musa [Moses’
Gate]. The city started and ended
between those two gates. As night
descended it’s gates closed and no
one could enter anymore.”

Over the past decades, Taiz has
spread far beyond it’s two ancient
gates. New houses were built, while
old ones increasingly degenerated.

While unprecedented urbaniza-
tion processes led to the mush-
rooming of new buildings in Taiz,
the city center has maintained some
of its cultural trademarks. Next to a
small number of ancient houses, the
city prides itself on some renowned
mosques, including Al-Ashrafiyya
and Al-Mudhafar mosques, as well
as the Qubat Al-Husainiyya (Al-Hu-
sainiyya dome, which is a shrine).

Comparing the old center of Taiz
with the ancient buildings in Sana’a,
Anam points out that the buildings
in Taiz are not as well preserved.
Many houses have collapsed, forc-
ing the occupants to demolish what
was left and build modern houses in
their place. What many find regret-
table is that these new buildings
lack the distinctive architectural
design of traditional Taizi houses.

For many families, their homes
are reminiscent of shared memories
and much more than a functional
shelter. While many residents do
not want to leave or replace their old
homes, they struggle to maintain
the traditional houses they live in.
“This house has been passed down
from generation to generation,” said
Mohammad Al-Aghwani, a resident

in Taiz’s old city center. However,
“it was built of clay, which risks fall-
ing down during rainy periods.”

“I had to renovate this house so
that I could live in it with my kids,”
Al-Aghwani explained, adding that
he replaced the clay with cement
and bricks to keep the costs low.

Al-Aghwani is not the only resi-
dent in old Taiz who has rebuilt and
renovated his home by using ce-
ment bricks. In fact, architect Mar-
co Livadiotti, who lives and works
in Sana’a, said only around 50 old
houses remain in Taiz’s old city to
this day.

While people’s choice of mate-
rial is driven by their wish to save
money, Livadiotti denies any no-
table price difference between ce-
ment and clay. “If you compare the
prices between earth and cement,
there isn’t much of a difference. In
fact, the use of clay makes the house
aesthetically appealing, and unlike
houses built with cement and con-
crete they last longer.”

Comparing Dbasic restoration
costs of a three-story house with
eight rooms in clay and cement, he
explained that “the former will cost
$15,000 to 20,000, while the latter
would cost $30,000.”

Another advantage of clay, Liva-
diotti said, is the durability of a clay
house, which can last up to 1,000
years if maintained regularly, un-
like cement and concrete which
lasts only about 100 years.

“Unfortunately, people are not
aware of these differences,” Liva-
diotti regrets.

Mustafa Al-Hamadi, a contrac-
tor who demolishes old houses
for a living, contradicts Livadiotti,
calling “a modern style” renova-
tion more affordable. Most people
who are using cement and bricks,
he says, are from a relatively poor
background and own nothing other
than their homes. “They rush to re-
build them, using affordable mate-
rial,” Al-Hamadi says.

He explained that the reason
building or restoring an old house
with traditional clay is that few peo-
ple know how to properly construct
clay houses and thus the cost of
labor is much higher than modern
brick houses.

Rather than keeping and restor-
ing old houses and their unique
architectural characteristics, Al-

Al-Mudhafar Mosque, one of the few distinctive old architectural structures in Taiz, has not been well maintained by the government.

Hamadi says, it is only “logical for
people to tear down those homes
and rebuild new ones before any
untoward events occur. Or do you
want the owners of ancient houses
to wait until the house falls down
on their heads?”

Lacking restoration programs
Disappointed with the govern-
ment’s attitude towards restoration
of old buildings, Mohammad Al-
Rufai, a resident in Taiz’s old cen-
ter, recounted the collapse of the
city’s architectural heritage.

“We thought the country would
take care of these buildings,” he
says. “We were ready to sell them
to the government so that it could
turn them into museums or at least
renovate them to preserve the his-

tory of this city which could become
a tourist attraction like old Sana’a.”

“However when we discovered
the government’s negligence to-
wards preserving ancient buildings,
including Al-Mudhafar Mosque and
Qubat Al-Husainiyya, we realized
the state is not interested in pre-
serving landmarks and we became
frustrated,” he added.

Livadiotti agrees, saying that con-
trary to Sana’a, there are no protec-
tion laws implemented in Taiz.

The General Organization for the
Protection of the Historical Cities
of Yemen (GOPHCY) never con-
centrated on Taiz, he said, because
there is very little left to protect.
“So they do not care. In Taiz they
only care about the mosques,” he
explained.

GOPHCY is a governmental body
which belongs to the Ministry of
Culture and is responsible for de-
veloping and enforcing regulations
regarding the protection of histori-
cal buildings in Yemen.

According to Al-Rufai, the disap-
pearance of old Taiz began slowly
and went unnoticed for a long time.
Even Qubat Al-Husainiyya, a shrine
dating back to AD 1581, was ne-
glected, he complained. Since 2011
it is serving as a storage area, used
to stockpile wheat sacks.

Ali Al-Qumairy, who is the one
using Qubat Al-Husainiyya as a
storage space, finds what he is do-
ing “better than leaving the place
abandoned.”

Despite the fact he occupies it
now, Al-Qumairy assured that if the

government wanted to renovate the
shrine and use it as a museum or
anything similar, he would be more
than happy to evacuate it.

Aous Matura, a youth activist in
Taiz, added “the youth are more
than willing to help [preserve Taiz’s
old city], but they have no support.
The state and all its institutions
have completely ignored Taiz.”

Sheikh Abdallah Ameer, the un-
der-secretary of Taiz’s governor,
admits “there is a major lack in ef-
forts to restore ancient landmarks
in Taiz. This lack of effort needs to
be attributed to the budget deficit.”

“While old Sana’a is a UN world
heritage, old Taiz is not. Hence old
Sana’a has benefitted from the bud-
gets given to maintain the city’s his-
torical appearance,” Ameer added.

REPORT

Sixty-six Egyptian fishermen held in Hodeida

B Nasser Al-Sakkaf

ollowing monthsofclose

co-ordination between

the Tehama Movement

and the Yemeni coast-

guard, Yemeni fisher-
men arrested 66 Egyptian on Oct.
12, while they were allegedly fishing
illegally in Yemeni territorial waters
in the Red Sea.

Yemeni fishermen took the Egyp-
tians, their equipment, along with
their three ships to Hodeida’s Sea-
port Prison. As of Oct. 29 the fish-
ermen remained imprisoned by the
Yemeni coastguards.

The Yemeni fishermen who made
the arrest are members of the Te-
hama Movement. They were given
permission from the group’s lead-
ership, who say they are trying to
stop the problem of illegal fishing
in Yemen’s territorial waters.

According to the Tehama Move-
ment’s spokesperson, Ahmed Hibat
Allah, “Egyptian fishermen often
enter Yemeni territorial waters,
but this is the first time we arrested
such a high number of them. Once,
in March 2013, we tried to arrest an
Egyptian ship but the coastguard
prevented the Yemeni fishermen
and killed a Yemeni fisherman in
consequent clashes.”

“All of these ships practice ille-
gal fishing without any permission;
they use the method of bombing,
which Kkills the fish and destroy
their breeding habitat... This meth-
od affects Yemeni fishermen as they
can’t fish in their traditional meth-
od by using the fishing nets.” Hibat
Allah told the Yemen Times.

On Oct. 19, Egyptian
authorities accused the
Houthis of detaining the
fishermen. “The Houthis
detained 66 fishermen
and we couldn’t contact
them for six days,” said
Ahmed Nassar, the head
of the Fisherman’s Union
in Kafar Al-Sheikh gov-
ernorate in Egypt.

According to him, “the
Egyptian fishermen did
not enter Yemeni terri-
torial waters, they were
fishing near Yemeni
waters, but because of
the unrest in Yemen the
Houthis arrested them.”

The Egyptian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs
gave yet another account
of events, saying that
Yemeni authorities co-
ordinated with Yemeni
fishermen to arrest the
Egyptian fishermen, and
that the Houthis were not involved.

Mohammed Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
ber of the Houthis’ Political Office,
said the Houthis played no part in
the arrest or imprisonment of the
Egyptian fishermen. He also said
the Houthis only control the main
gate of Hodeida port and are not in
control of security operations like
the one detaining the fishermen.

According to Shuja Mahdi, the
manager of the coastguard’s op-
erations in Yemen, the Houthis do
control Hodeida city and port but
they were not involved in this case.
“They are under investigation by
the Public Prosecution Bureau in

‘Yemenat

Hodeida,” Mahdi said.

According to him, the territorial
waters of Yemen are full of fish and
it is not uncommon for Egyptian
fishermen to enter Yemen’s waters.
Yemen has 2,500 km of coastline
overlooking the Red Sea.

“Egyptian fishermen took advan-
tage of the security deterioration to
try to fish illegally, but the coast-
guards and the Yemeni fishermen
were able to prove that even if there
is a deterioration of security in Ye-
men we can guard our territorial
waters,” Mahdi said.

The General Authority for Fish
Resources Development, which is

Co-ordinating with the coast guard, fishermen from the Tehama Movement arrested the
Egyptians, who they claim were fishing illegally in Yemen’s territorial waters.

part of Yemen’s Ministry of Fish-
eries, posted on their website that
“many countries like Japan, China,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Egypt, and
Jordan invest [get legal permis-
sion to fish] in Yemeni Waters and
import fish from Yemen. But there
are also some fishermen who fish
illegally by using bad methods that
harm the marine wealth such as
bombing, without regard to the lo-
cation of coral reefs and fish breed-
ing season.”

“There are foreign ships, which
are fishing in Yemeni territorial wa-
ters, but they have permission from
the Ministry of Fisheries. But these

three ships had no permis-
sion,” Mahdi said.

The permission which
the ministry grants to for-
eign fishermen is tempo-
rary. However, some fish-
ermen try to use their old
permission to fish even if it
was expired, he explained.

Akram Ahmed, a fisher-
man in Hodeida, wishes
that all the fishermen
operating illegally be
punished in order to dis-
crourage them from work-
ing in Yemeni waters.

Sometimes, he ex-
plained, Yemeni fisher-
men enter the territorial
waters of Eritrea to fish
there because the spread
of big ships and fishermen
using destructive fishing
methods make it diffi-
cult to fish along Yemen’s
coastline.

Hundreds of Yemeni
fishermen have been arrested by
Eritrean authorities in recent years,
allegedly for fishing illegally in their
territorial waters, with many stay-
ing imprisoned in Eritrea for mul-
tiple years. Most recently, on June
25, 2014, 62 Yemeni fishermen who
were arrested in Eritrea arrived
back in Yemen.

Ahmed said Eritrean authorities
arrested his brother and held him
for one year because he went to
fish near Eritrean territorial waters.
“If Yemeni authorities release the
Egyptian ships without hard pun-
ishment, that will be taken as per-
mission for the foreigners to fish in

our water,” he said.

“The ships had fish on them,
which means they were fishing,
and there should be a fine,” adds
Ahmed, who is afraid that the fish-
ermen will return to Egypt without
punishment.

In November 2011, Yemeni coast-
guards arrested 20 Egyptian fisher-
men from one ship in Al-Mahra
governorate after they entered Ye-
meni territorial waters and started
fishing illegally. Later the same year
all the fishermen were released,
along with their ship, after paying a
$50,000 fine.

Yemen’s Marine Law, clause
(422), states that if non-Yemeni
ships are found to be fishing in Ye-
men’s territorial waters without
permission, “the punishment will
be to go to prison for six months as
a maximum period or to pay a fine
not exceeding YR100,000 ($465).

The Egyptian fishermen arrested
on Oct. 12, are to be tried under the
supervision of the Ministry of Fish-
eries in Hodeida’s Public Prosecu-
tion Bureau, Mahdi said.

On Oct. 22, Nassar said that there
were successful diplomatic efforts
ongoing with the Yemeni govern-
ment to release the fishermen, who
are from Kafar Al-Sheikh, and Do-
miat governorates in Egypt. How-
ever, as of Oct. 29 there is little
progress to show for and no court
date has been set.

“The investigation is ongoing,
and the ships will not be released
until the Public Prosecution Bureau
determines the size of the fine,” said
Abdullah Basunbol, the undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Fisheries.
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Speak English

Translating, Learners’
Biggest Challenge

By RABAB AYASH

ome would think that
learning English is a
matter of having an
Arabic to English dictionary and
starting translating what they want
to say into English by using the
so called “the magical weapon of
English learning” namely, Arabic
into English dictionary by many
learners. At the early stages of our
English learning, many learners
wrongly conceive the method of
translation as word by word pro-
cess and start translating English
texts accordingly. The texts they
usually come up with after the
word by word translation are usu-
ally a mere rubbish of English
words that are wrongly combined
and have no sense then.
Translation then is not a mat-
ter of word by word process, it is a
complicated process that requires

blog.ted.com

wide range of knowledge in the dif-
ferent fields of the language. Hav-
ing the ability to translate English
texts into Arabic and vice versus
properly and precisely is the target
of all English learners. We need to
own specific abilities before trans-
lating any text. Abilities such as

fully understanding what is meant
to be translated is very significant.
We need to comprehend the sur-
face and deep meaning of a text
before translating it in order not
to have a irrelevant or incorrect
meaning after translating.

We need to have the ability of

texts summarizing as well so that
we do not go back to the original
texts while translating. Going back
to the original texts is not recom-
mended for it is said that while
translating we should keep think-
ing in English and going back to
the text may force us to think in
Arabic for a while.

To mark an end for this topic,
I will give you some simple tips
that may help you in overcoming
this problem . Start learning about
English language different fields,
structures , grammar, vocabs and
etc. Avoid word by word transla-
tion. Try to join groups on social
medias that are specialized in
translating and ask them about the
expressions that you have difficulty
in. Read as much as you can. Write
full sentences and try to memorize
them. Finally, keep thinking in
English, keep thinking in English

GOOD LUCK ..!

Selected Stories with life lessons

Unconditional Love

ishi was a 10 year old boy.

Just like any other boy of

his age, he had the usual
tantrums with his mother. Some-
times he obeyed what she said and
what his father said, and sometimes
he would completely ignore them.
Since this was very common in kids,
Rishi’s mom did not worry a lot.

It was an unexpected holiday an-
nounced by the school of Rishi and
he had 5 holidays. He spent a good
time with his mother. She took him
for outings, they went to beach and
amusement parks, had delicious
dining, she cooked his favorite foods
and played with him. Three days
were left and Rishi’s mother wanted
to clean the house and she wanted to
involve Rishi in cleaning.

She asked him to help her and as a
surprise, he also accepted.

Everything was done to perfection.
Rishi’s mummy was surprised with
his act. While she was cooking the
dinner meal, Rishi gave her a piece
of paper, written by him. Since his
mom was busy cooking, she asked
him to place the paper on the dining
table .

After cooking the meals, she took
the paper left by his son and was
shocked to see what he wrote !

The piece of paper contained this
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+ For cutting grass in the garden —
Rs. 300

« For Cleaning my Room — Rs.
250

« For helping you in the kitchen —
Rs. 200

« For buying milk and fruits for
you — Rs. 50

« For taking care of my sister when
you were shopping — Rs. 250

« For removing the garbage — Rs.
100

« Total you owe - Rs. 1150 /-

She was literally shocked !

She didn’t speak a word and wrote
in a paper and gave it to her son .

She wrote :

 For carrying you nine months —
No Charge

« For getting severely sick when
you were growing inside me — No
Charge

+ For sleepless nights taking care
of you for several months — No
Charge

« Mother and Son For soothing you
without getting annoyed whenev-
er you troubled — No Charge

« For heartfelt prayers and pass-
ing through those dreadful days
when you met with an accident
when you were 3 years — No
Charge

» Innumerable days spent with-
out calmness and peace of mind
thinking about your present and

Learn through Hadith

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said :
The Messenger of Allah ( peace be upon him ) said,

"By the One in Whose Hand my soul is! If you do not
commit sins, Allah would replace you with a people who
would commit sins and seek forgiveness from Allah; and

Allah will certainly forgive them."

May Allah forgive our sins and yours and grant us the best in this world and the

world hereafter...!!

future — No Charge
« For taking care of you like a pre-
cious gift I never had in my life
— No Charge
You Owe: ..ol !

The boy was in tears and rushed to
his mom and gave a tight hug that he
had never done before.

Rishi, unable to look at her, told,
‘Mom I love you! I'm sorry for every-
thing.

She kissed on his forehead. Ri-
shi crushed the paper he wrote and
threw into dustbin.

We don’t understand the love of a
mother, the unconditional love..

Source: kidsworldfun.com

Study
Idioms

Deliver the goods
Meaning - Do what is
expected or promised.

Examples

@ [ have given my car to
anew mechanic for re-
pair, hope he delivers
the goods.

@ [ have assign some
noisy  students to
clean the class, hope
they deliver the goods.

@ T have asked the con-
tract to the secretary
to modify it , hope she
delivers the goods.

Fast track something
Meaning - Rating some-
thing higher on your
priority list to achieve the
desired result .

Example

@ In view of the serious-
ness of the crime, the
civil society is pressing
up on a fast track deci-
sion from the court.
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What To Say ?
Wishing and
Congratulating
Giving Birth Mom

By SHAIMA’A
ANKAMAH

fter a long time “nine
months” of waiting to

the new member of

the family to arrive and bearing it

in her womb, a new mom need to

hear a lot of supporting and happy
words. People usually receive the

new soul with a lot of joy and hap-
piness. Sharing a new mother and
father their happiness and worries

is an important thing to do in order

to help them in a way or another

to feel confident that the new ha-
bitant will be a bless to the family s
but not a discomfort source. You

as a member in the society must
know how to do your role in help-

ing and supporting a new mother s»
and father as you will be supported

by others. There are a lot of ex-
pressions that you can use to con-
gratulate a new mother and father, &
these are a sample of them:

woo zBewAgeq

every happiness .
Congratulations! Those nine
long months have finally end-
ed and the result is your beau-
tiful baby girl/boy .

Wishing all the happiness to
the new mom and dad! May
life be especially sweet for you
and your little baby!

I'm really excited that your
little baby has arrived safe and
sound! Congratulations on this
lovely news.

Congratulations on the birth
of your precious new arrival.
A bouquet of love especially
for you on the birth on your
new child. Best wishes for the
future.

Congratulations! We were
happy to hear of your family’s
newest addition.

#» May Allah grant you a healthy,
obedient and blessed child. =Y
¢ You must be so happy! Wish-
ing you happy moments with s»
your little angel.
0 How wonderful to hear of your
new arrival ..!
s» Congratulations and welcome &
to the world of parenthood!
May little one be blessed with

GRAMMAR POINT
As

By KATIE CUMA

As (reason)
As “sometimes means ‘because’.”

@ As it was a public holiday, all shops were shut. (= because it was
a public holiday)

@ As they live near us, we see them quite often.

We watched television all evening as we had nothing better to do.

As (time)
You can use “as” when two things happen at the same time:

@ | watched her as she opened the latter (‘I watched’ and ‘she
opened’) at the same time .
@ As they walked along the street, they looked in the shop win-

dows.
@ Can you turn off the light as you go out (= on your way out of
the room)
Laugh and learn
1)

A: Why are all those people running?

B: They are running a race to get a cup.
A: Who will get the cup?

B: The person who wins.

A: Then why are all the others running?

(2)

Teacher: What are some products of the West Indies?
Student: I don't know.

Teacher: Of course, you do. Where do you get sugar from?
Student: We borrow it from our neighbor.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

The struggle for female political participation in Tunisia

Also, Noureddine Hached, an in-
dependent syndicalist, candidate
for presidency, announced (dur-
ing the celebration of National

Women’s Day, Aug. 13, 2014) that
a panel of highly professional
women are working hard to pre-
pare his political program at the

e Petrochemical plants, refineries.

e Heavy, light industrial plants.

e Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

e Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP S.A.L OFFSHORE (CCC)

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

e Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

e Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

e Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

e Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

e High quality buildings & sports complexes.

e Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630

E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Farhat Hached Institute and that
these women, among others such
as Anissa El Materi (his wife) and
Emna Hached (known as Um Al-
Kheyr Hached, his mother) have
impressed and inspired him to be-
come a leader.

Bearing in mind that leaders are
made, not born, and believing in
their ability to have impact, Tuni-
sian women and girls have decided
to bring about change through so-
cial and civic engagement. From
the south to the north, civil society
in Tunisia-a burgeoning landscape
of non-governmental organiza-
tions, associations, and prominent
female business leaders—has suc-
cessfully created change in relation
to women’s rights and liberties as
it played an essential role in con-
stitutionalizing gender equality
and parity principles. The Associa-
tion of Democratic Women affirms
that it has played a crucial role in
institutionalizing women’s rights
over at least at two phases. First, in
2012 it organized an NCA model,
which proposed potential articles
on women’s rights, distributed to
all NCA members. Second, it co-
operated with the Women’s Alli-

ance to push the NCA to adopt the
proposed articles and to disclaim
the “complementarily principle”
between men and women-a sepa-
rate but equal stance-promoted by
reactionary trends to women’s po-
litical participation.

Undoubtedly, the leading role
played by Tunisian women and
girls in civil society will shape the
future of female political engage-
ment in Tunisia. It will open up
the space for more direct politi-
cal participation through shaping
women’s characters and equipping
them to become decision makers.
However, this will require that
Tunisian society not only truly
believes in female political leader-
ship, but that it invests in it.

Afraa Fdhil is a research student
at the Faculty of Legal, Political,
and Social Sciences of Tunis in
Carthage. She can be reached at
afraafdhil@gmail.com.  Follow
her on Twitter @AfraFdhil.

First published on Atlantic Coun-
cil’s MENASource Blog.
Republished with permission from
Atlantic Council.
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