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GPC retaliates for UN Sanctions 

targeting Saleh

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Nov. 10—Thirty of Ye-
men’s 36 appointed ministers 
were sworn in on Sunday morning 
despite objection from the Houthis 
and the General People’s Congress 
(GPC).

The new technocratic govern-
ment	
�    held	
�    its	
�    first	
�    meeting	
�    on	
�    Sun-
day after a swearing in ceremony. 
The meeting was attended by the 
president and 30 out of 36 ap-
pointed ministers. 

“Thirty out of 36 ministers per-
formed the constitutional oath. 
Three ministers could not attend 
the meeting because they were 
outside the country, and we are 
negotiating with the last three 
ministers [who rejected their ap-
pointment] to convince them to 
join the new government,” Prime 
Minister Khalid Bahah said after 
the	
�    cabinet’s	
�    first	
�    meeting.	
�    

The three appointed ministers 
who declined to participate in the 
government are Gabool Al-Mut-
awakel, appointed minister of so-
cial affairs and labor, Ahmed Luq-
man, minister of civil service and 
insurance, and Ahmed Al-Kuhlani, 
the minister of parliament and 
Shura council affairs.

On Saturday evening, Al-Mut-
awakel posted an apology on Fa-
cebook saying “thank you for the 
trust I have been given as minister 
of social affairs and labor within 
the new formation… I hope you ac-
cept my apology for not accepting 
the position, there are reasons pre-
venting me at this time.”

The Yemen Times was unable 
to reach any of the ministers who 
declined their posts for comment. 
Al-Mutawakel is an independent, 
while the other two ministers who 
declined their posts on Saturday 
are GPC members. 

Also on Saturday, a statement 
published by the GPC’s Standing 
Committee read that “due to their 
[the president’s and the prime 
minister’s] failure to consult with 
the GPC in forming the new gov-
ernment and due to appointing 
GPC members in the new govern-
ment without their knowledge and 
without the GPC knowledge, we 
have decided not to participate in 
the new government.” 

Abdulmalik Al-Fuhaidi, a lead-
ing	
�    figure	
�    within	
�    the	
�    party	
�    and	
�    the	
�    
editor-in-chief of Al-Motamar Net, 
a GPC mouthpiece, told the Yemen 
Times on Monday that the party 
instructed its members who were 
appointed as ministers to reject 
their positions. 

Of the seven GPC members ap-
pointed as ministers, two declined. 
As	
�    for	
�    the	
�    five	
�    who	
�    accepted	
�    their	
�    
posts, Al-Fuhaidi said the party 
will “launch procedures against 
them,” implying they would be 
punished, but declined to explain 
further. 

Muftah Al-Zoubah, who is a 
member	
�    in	
�    the	
�    GPC,	
�    confirmed	
�    that	
�    
Hadi chose the ministers without 
discussing it with the candidates 
or with their political parties. This, 
he said, is what led the GPC and 
some of its appointed members to 
reject their appointments.

The Houthis also objected on 
Saturday to the formation of the 
new cabinet. 

“President Hadi chose the mem-
bers of this cabinet without adher-
ing to the standards that were in-
cluded in the Peace and National 
Partnership Agreement,” said 
Mahmoud Al-Junaid, a member 
in	
�     the	
�     Houthis’	
�     Political	
�     Office.	
�    
“Among these standards were 
honesty, integrity, and the need to 
consult with other political parties. 
We	
�     were	
�     shocked	
�     to	
�     find	
�     names	
�    
listed as being part of the new 
cabinet that we had previously op-
posed.”

Al-Junaid continued, “Hadi re-
appointed some ministers that we 
had removed on Sept. 21, including 
Abdulrazzaq Al-Ashwal, former 
minister of education, who is now 
minister of technical affairs, and 
Abdulrahman Al-Akwa, former 
and now current minister of elec-
tricity, and was appointed again in 
the same position.” 

“We will hold the president of 
the republic and the prime min-
ister responsible in the event that 
the new government fails,” Al-Jun-
aid told the Yemen Times after the 
swearing in ceremony on Sunday. 
“And like we did with the previous 
reconciliation government on Sept. 
21, we will overthrow this govern-
ment if it fails.”

The new government is com-
prised of 36 ministers, 26 of whom 
are new and ten of whom have 
previously held ministerial posts. 
Eighteen of the posts were given to 
independents, four to Islah Party 
members, seven to the GPC, three 
to the Yemeni Socialist Party, 
one to each the Nasserist and the 
Al-Rashad party, and two to the 
Houthis. 

Around 40 percent of the min-
isterial positions were given to 
southerners, while only 12 percent 
of ministers appointed are women, 
one of whom declined the posi-
tion. This is in contrast to the 30 
percent quota for women put forth 
in the NDC outcomes, which the 
Peace and National Partnership 
Agreement, signed Sept. 21, is sup-
posed to abide by.

As for what is to come, the agree-
ment stipulates “the government 
shall, within thirty (30) days fol-
lowing the appointment of the 
cabinet, develop a program that 
is consensual and based primar-
ily on the implementation of the 
outcomes of the National Dialogue 
Conference. The program shall be 
submitted to the parliament for a 
vote	
�    of	
�    confidence.”

Ministers sworn in amid 

Houthi, GPC objection

Story by Ali Ibrahim
Al-Moshki
Photo by Brett Scott

SANA’A, Nov. 9—The General 
People’s Congress (GPC) standing 
committee, led by former Presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh, removed 
President Abdu Rabu Mansour 
Hadi from his position as deputy 
chairman and general-secretary of 
the GPC in a meeting held on Sat-
urday. 
President	
�    Hadi’s	
�    office	
�    could	
�    not	
�    

be reached for comment. 
Some have said that the decision 

came as a response to the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
sanctions imposed on Saleh, as 
well as Houthi leaders Abd Al-
Khaliq Al-Houthi and Abdullah 
Yahya Al-Hakim, last Friday. Lith-
uanian UN Ambassador Raimonda 
Murmokaite, chairwoman of the 
UNSC’s Yemen Sanctions Com-
mittee, stated on Friday that all 15 
members of the committee agreed 
to blacklist Saleh, along with the 
two Houthi leaders. The three men 
are now subject to a global travel 
ban and asset freeze.
Prime	
�     Minister	
�     Bahah	
�     affirmed	
�    

his government’s readiness to com-
ply with the sanctions in a press 
conference on Sunday, saying “we 
respect the decision [to impose 
sanctions] and will cooperate with 
the UNSC in doing so.” 

Following the announcement, 
Saleh	
�    stated	
�    on	
�    his	
�    official	
�    Facebook	
�    
page “I possess nothing for them to 
take, however, whatever they want, 
they can have. My wealth is mea-
sured through Yemen’s culture and 
preserved through its unity. All my 
wealth, either in or outside Yemen, 
is theirs.”

Yasin Al-Tamimi, a political 
analyst working with the state-run 
Saba News Agency, claimed that 
the sanctions were in response 
to recent political developments 
throughout the country. “Saleh and 
the Houthis have been working to-
gether recently to spread their in-
fluence	
�     throughout	
�     the	
�     country,	
�    
with the former actively seeking to 

take over entire governorates out-
side of Sana’a.” This campaign, he 
says, “has undermined the politi-
cal process and helped lead to the 
collapse of the economy. Sanctions 
were imposed to target those who 
are perceived to threaten Yemen’s 
stability in order to prevent the de-
railing of the political process.”

Conflicting	
�    Reports
On Wednesday Nov. 5, GPC mem-
bers told Al-Jazeera English that 
representatives of the US State 
Department had privately threat-
ened to have Saleh expelled from 
Yemen. State Department Spokes-
woman	
�     Jen	
�     Psaki	
�     flatly	
�     denied	
�    
those claims the next day. Despite 
the denial, thousands of Saleh sup-
porters demonstrated in Tahrir 
Square in Sana’a last Friday, de-
nouncing the alleged threats. From 
Tahrir Square the protesters head-
ed to Saleh’s residence, where he 

came out on his balcony and waved 
to his supporters. 

“The GPC claimed last week that 
the United States was attempting to 
expel Saleh from Yemen,” said Al-
Tamimi. “On Friday, [Saleh] gath-
ered his supporters, claiming that 
he would never allow foreign pow-
ers to meddle in Yemen’s affairs or 
force him to leave the country.” 

Senan Al-Hajji, a GPC represen-
tative in Yemen’s parliament, reit-
erated this sentiment. “Saleh wants 
to stay in Yemen,” he said. 

Al-Hajji believes the sanctions 
are unlikely to have any effect in-
side the country. “Such decisions 
are rarely ever implemented in re-
ality and on the ground,” he said. 

Future	
�    threats
Ha’il Salam, a prominent Yemeni 
lawyer who follows political devel-
opments in the country, claimed 
that implementing an asset freeze 

on	
�    Saleh	
�    would	
�    be	
�    difficult.	
�    “Impos-
ing an asset freeze would derail Ye-
men’s political transition,” he said. 
“Saleh controls the GPC, which is 
allied with the Houthi rebels, who 
are the real power on the ground 
controlling events in the country,” 
he added. “Any attempt by Hadi to 
implement this decision could lead 
to further war.”  

Regarding the UN’s failure to 
sanction Houthi leader Abdulmalik 
Al-Houthi, Tamimi said that sanc-
tions on the leader would have in-
creased instability in the country.

Mahmoud Al-Junaid, a member 
of	
�    the	
�    Houthis’	
�    Political	
�    Office,	
�    stat-
ed “even if the UNSC decision had 
included Abdulmalik Al-Houthi, it 
would be of no concern to us.” He 
added, “we’re in the midst of a rev-
olution. We can mend our relation-
ship with Yemen’s political factions 
ourselves, we don’t need foreign 
powers to help us.”

On Friday, Nov. 7, thousands demonstrated in the capital in support of former President Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh. The protesters shouted slogans against President Hadi and foreign interference, 
and called for Saleh or his son Ahmed to become president. Photo by Brett Scott

From his residence in the capital, Ali Abdullah Saleh waved to his supporters on Friday as they pro-
tested the threat of sanctions by the UN against him. Later the same day, sanctions were imposed.
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Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A Nov. 9—The Yemen 
Today TV channel, owned by the 
General People’s Congress (GPC) 
and other shareholders close to 
the GPC, resumed broadcasting 
on Saturday, despite announcing 
its closure last week. 

Faisal Al-Shabibi, the manager 
of the channel’s News Depart-
ment, told the Yemen Times that 
the channel resumed its work af-
ter the GPC’s Standing Committee 
met on Saturday and agreed to re-
start the work of Yemen Today.

Abdulmalik Al-Fuhaidi, a mem-
ber of the GPC’s Media Committee 
and head of the GPC mouthpiece 
Al-Motamar	
�     Net,	
�     confirmed	
�     that	
�    
the channel resumed its programs 
after the GPC Standing Commit-
tee met on Saturday and reached a 
consensus on resuming the chan-
nel’s broadcasting.

The Standing Committee—
headed by Yemen’s former presi-
dent and current head of the par-
ty, Ali Abdullah Saleh—includes 
prominent	
�    party	
�    figures	
�    and	
�    is	
�     in	
�    
charge of formulating the GPC’s 
political agenda. 

Kamal Al-Safani, Yemen To-
day’s production manager, told 
the Yemen Times that the channel 
is resuming its programs gradu-
ally. 

“News bulletins and daily pro-
grams will start today and the oth-
er weekly programs will begin this 
week,” Al-Safani said on Sunday. 

On June 11, under the command 
of President Abdu Rabu Man-
sour Hadi, Presidential Guards 
stormed the channel’s premises. 
Ever since, Yemen Today has put 
its operations on hold and an-
nounced	
�     its	
�     definite	
�     closure	
�     last	
�    
week, on Nov. 3.

The Yemen Times reported on 
Nov. 5, that the channel shut down 

for	
�     financial	
�     reasons.	
�     Ahmed	
�     Al-
Kebsi, a renowned TV presenter 
at Yemen Today who attended 
the board meeting which decided 
over the channel’s future, told the 
Yemen	
�    Times	
�    last	
�    week	
�    that	
�    finan-
cial disputes led to the channel’s 
closure. 

When asked about the channel’s 
renewed broadcasting, Al-Kebsi 
explained that Hadi, as the GPC’s 
secretary-general, voted against 
financial	
�     support	
�     of	
�     the	
�     channel.	
�    
The party’s payment to the chan-
nel and the resumption of Yemen 
Today’s broadcasting are directly 
linked to Hadi’s dismissal as the 
GPC’s secretary-general and its 
deputy, Al-Kebsi said. Hadi held 
both positions in the party. 

The GPC had reached several 
agreements with President Hadi 
to resume the channel’s opera-
tions, but the deal never reached 
fruition, Al-Fuhaidi said. 

After three months without pay-
ment, employees of the channel 
received their salaries on Sunday. 
A	
�    source	
�    in	
�    the	
�    channel’s	
�    financial	
�    
department told the Yemen Times, 
on the condition of anonymity, 
that he does not know where the 
money for salaries came from.

The GPC’s decision to restart 
Yemen Today channel came after 
the Security Council issued sanc-
tions against Saleh on Friday.  
Political analyst Yasin Al-Tamimi 
said that Saleh is challenging 
these sanctions by removing Hadi 
as the party’s general-secretary 
and by resuming the channel’s 
broadcast. 

In addition to the channel’s 
news bulletins, documentary 
films,	
�     and	
�     two	
�     daily	
�     shows,	
�     it	
�    
provides airtime to Yemenis who 
express their personal opinions, 
condemning the United Nations’ 
sanctions and lending their sup-
port to Ali Abdullah Saleh. Khalid Al-Karimi 

SANA’A, Nov.10—A prisoner ac-
cused	
�    of	
�    killing	
�     two	
�    police	
�    officers	
�    
during a protest in 2011 died on 
Sunday in the Hajja governorate 
Central Prison. He was allegedly 
denied treatment by prison staff for 
chest	
�    inflammation.	
�    

Waleed Al-Shaibari was accused 
of killing Colonel Hamoud Al-At-
baei	
�     and	
�     a	
�     second	
�     officer	
�     named	
�    
Hamoud Al-Gharbani in Hajja city 
on April 22, 2011, in an anti-gov-
ernment protest. He has been in 
prison ever since, according to Sad-
eq Ali Hussein, Shaibani’s cellmate 
who spoke to the Yemen Times 
over the phone. Hussein claimed 
that he and Al-Shaibari were ar-
rested together, along with 17 other 
protestors. 

Al-Shaibari had been suffering 
from	
�     chest	
�     inflammation	
�     for	
�     over	
�    
a year, and had been taken to a 

hospital six months ago. Hussein 
claimed that Al-Shaibari had never 
received proper medical treatment 
while at the hospital, and “he was 
prescribed medicine without doc-
tors ever having conducted tests 
or given him a diagnosis. Thus, he 
continued suffering.”

“His pain started getting se-
vere about ten days ago, however 
shortly after he claimed he felt bet-
ter. However by Sunday, his symp-
toms had worsened, and he died,” 
said Hussein. “Other inmates and I 
shouted at prison guards to try to 
save Al-Shaibari,” Hussein added. 
“But they ignored us.”

Abdullah Tior, warden of the 
prison,	
�    confirmed	
�    that	
�    Al-Shaibari	
�    
had been suffering from chest in-
flammation	
�    in	
�    the	
�    days	
�    prior	
�    to	
�    his	
�    
death. However, he refuted Hus-
sein’s claims saying that he had 
been denied treatment. “We tried to 
bring Al-Shaibari to the hospital on 

Sunday, however he died before he 
arrived.” He further rejected claims 
that Al-Shaibari had been denied 
proper medical treatment during 
his previous visit to the hospital, 
and that he had been prescribed 
medicine based on a doctor’s diag-
nosis. 

Adel Al-Shaibari, brother of Wa-
leed	
�     Al-Shairabi,	
�     confirmed	
�     that	
�    
the family had received Waleed’s 
body, and that he had been buried, 
but wouldn’t comment further on 
the case. 

Abdulaziz Al-Baghdadi, a lawyer 
for the Yemen Observatory for Hu-
man Rights, told the Yemen Times 
that if Hussein’s accounts regarding 
Al-Shaibari’s treatment in prison 
were true, it would be considered 
inhumane. “It is unlawful to pre-
vent a sick inmate from receiving 
treatment. He should have been 
hospitalized and then brought back 
to prison,” he said. 

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Nov. 10—Armed Houthis 
took over the Al-Mas military base 
located in the Medghil Al-Jedaan 
district of Marib governorate on 
Sunday evening. 

Drill instructor Abdul Kareem 
Ahmed Da’bas, who was on leave at 
the time of the attack, told the Ye-
men Times that he was contacted by 
his colleagues and told that ten cars 
loaded with Houthis surrounded the 
camp and fought for thirty minutes 
with soldiers who were manning the 
gates and surveillance towers before 
surrendering to the Houthis. 

He added that Houthis then de-
ployed themselves at the gates of 
the camp and on surveillance towers 
after seizing a number of tanks and 
heavy weapons stashed within the 
armory. 

The takeover occurred just hours 
after President Abdu Rabu Mansour 
Hadi swore in the ministers for Ye-
men’s new government. 

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the 
Houthi’s	
�     Political	
�     Office,	
�     described	
�    
the event, saying “popular com-
mittees loyal to Ansar Allah [the 
Houthis] took control of the Al-Mas 
camp, after receiving information 
from soldiers inside and local tribes-
men that Al-Qaeda was preparing 
an attack on the governorate.”

“We will continue to deploy our 
armed forces throughout Marib in 
order to preserve the safety and 
security of its residents,” he added. 
“This does not violate the terms of 
the Peace and National Partner-
ship Agreement. If the government 
is able to combat Al-Qaeda on its 
own, we will withdraw our forces,” 
he said. 

According to article 1 of the Peace 
and National Partnership Agree-
ment’s security annex, “parties 
pledge to defuse all elements of po-
litical and security tensions, to re-
solve	
�    any	
�    conflict	
�    through	
�    dialogue,	
�    
and	
�     to	
�     enable	
�     the	
�     state	
�     to	
�     fulfil	
�     its	
�    
functions.” The annex explicitly re-
fers to “the military and security 
situation in and the issues related to 
Amran, Al-Jawf, Marib, Sana’a, and 
any other governorates.”

The Al-Mas camp is part of the 
3rd Military Command and is led by 
Brigadier General Ahmed Saif. For-
merly used by Ali Abdullah Saleh’s 
Republican Guards, the base has, 
since Saleh’s overthrow, primarily 
been used as a training base for new 
recruits. The camp is also known for 
possessing an armory used to hold 
large numbers of weapons and mili-
tary hardware, including ten tanks, 
said Da’bas. Despite the Houthi 
takeover of the camp, several hun-
dred soldiers remain inside guard-

ing the armory, he added. 
According to Da’bas, “some sol-

diers cooperated with the Houthis 
and helped them to take the camp, 
providing them with information 
about its layout and claiming that 
Al-Qaeda was preparing an attack 
on the area.”

Nasser Ali Ahmed Ibrahim, a sol-
dier with the 14th Armored Brigade  
in the Sahan Al-Jinna area located 
several hundred meters from Al-
Mas,	
�     confirmed	
�     that	
�     the	
�     Houthis	
�    
had taken over the camp, which he 
referred to as an important strategic 
military location. 

“Houthis control the Al-Mas camp 
which is critical for asserting control 
over the whole governorate, due to 
its location and the amount of hard-
ware stashed in its armory,” he said.  

“We fear that Houthis might try 
to break into our base next, as they 
now possess a large amount of heavy 
weapons. A number of soldiers in 
many brigades have been loyal to 
the Houthis, a fact which has helped 
them take over other camps.” 

He added that Houthis estab-
lished a checkpoint on a road lead-
ing into the Al-Mas camp in early 
September. 

The Yemen Times contacted the 
governor’s	
�     office	
�    and	
�     the	
�    governor-
ate’s	
�    security	
�    office,	
�    however	
�    neither	
�    
would comment on the event. 

Story and photo by
Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Nov. 10—Near-
ly	
�    four	
�    years	
�    after	
�    they	
�    first	
�    
went up, the last tents of 
Change Square in the capi-
tal were demolished on 
Monday,	
�     with	
�     police	
�     offi-
cers	
�    and	
�    officials	
�     from	
�    the	
�    
mayor’s	
�     office	
�     present	
�     at	
�    
the site. 

The structures that were 
erected during the uprising 
were not limited to tents, 
but were often full-blown 
buildings made out of 
brick. The squares were set up shortly 
after people took to the streets to call 
for the stepping-down of former Presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh. The majority 
of the tents disappeared following the 
signing of the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) Initiative on Nov. 27, 2011, 
but a couple dozen remained until 
they were dismantled early Monday. 

According to Amin Jomaan, the 
secretary general of the local coun-
cil in Sana’a, “this step is by order of 
the president and the prime minister 
based on the Peace and National Part-
nership Agreement that was signed by 
the parties.” 

Moamar Harsh, head of the security 
committee tasked with removing the 
tents,	
�    confirmed	
�    that	
�    the	
�    actions	
�    were	
�    
a result of an order from the president 
and prime minister. 

In a statement to Defense Ministry’s 
Sept. 26 website, Jomaan said the var-
ious teams tasked with removing the 
tents and construction waste are from 
the	
�    works,	
�     hygiene,	
�     traffic,	
�     and	
�     secu-
rity	
�    offices.

The security committee informed 
the protesters two weeks ago that they 
would have to remove their tents and 
belongings, Harash said. The Yemen 
Times visited Change Square on Oct. 
24 and was told by multiple protest-

ers that they had been informed the 
encampment would be removed on 
Oct. 25. 

Despite this, some protesters 
claimed	
�    they	
�    were	
�    never	
�    notified	
�    their	
�    
tents would be removed. Others said 
they were aware of the order, but that 
they had received multiple empty 
threats in the past and that they did 
not take the government’s threat seri-
ously.  

Mohammed Saeed, who had set up 
a small book shop in the square, com-
plained about the sudden storming of 
the square by security forces. 

“I need time to move my book shop 
to another place, but the security 
forces are refusing to give me time. I 
need to hurry and move my books,” he 
said. 
The	
�     justification	
�     for	
�     removing	
�     the	
�    

encampment, according to Harash, 
is to “reopen the blocked streets and 
make the way easier for the locals and 
Sana’a University students to travel in 
and out.” 

Some locals of Al-Jama’a neighbor-
hood, where Change Square is located, 
were relieved that the tents were re-
moved. 

Yahya Al-Bashiri, a 52-year-old resi-
dent,	
�    said	
�    for	
�    years	
�    he	
�    has	
�    been	
�    filing	
�    
complaints	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Mayor’s	
�    Office	
�    ask-
ing for the tents to be removed, but 

without success. He argued that 
the structures blocked the streets 
and prevented families and cars 
from passing through. 
“I	
�     can	
�    not	
�     believe	
�     that	
�    finally	
�    

the tents will be removed forever 
and the streets will be reopened,” 
Al-Bashiri said. 

Mohammed Al-Sabri, the 
head of the Media Committee in 
Change Square, said the remain-
ing protesters, which he esti-
mated at over 100, intend to sue 
the	
�    Mayor’s	
�    Office	
�    for	
�    the	
�    “crack	
�    
down,” as he called it. 

According to Mohammed 
Al-Bukhaiti, a member of the 

Houthis’	
�     Political	
�    Office,	
�     the	
�    Houthis	
�    
approved the removal of encampments 
at Change Square as part of the Peace 
and National Partnership Agreement 
signed Sept. 21. 

Al-Bukhaiti said he was not able to 
give	
�    specific	
�    details	
�    of	
�    the	
�    terms	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
agreement, but in the security annex 
of the Peace and National Partnership 
Agreement, article 15 states the follow-
ing: “With the start of the formation of 
the new government, the camps estab-
lished around the capital, Sana’a, as 
well as camps within the city limits, 
shall be dismantled and removed.”

Al-Bukhaiti believes this applies 
to the Change Square, and not just 
the Houthi camps erected before the 
Houthi takeover of Sana’a. 

Saleh Essa, a 25-year-old Houthi 
protester, said he will leave the square 
in line with the Peace and National 
Partnership Agreement.

“As long as the Houthis participated 
in the signature of the agreement, we 
should abide by it and let the people 
see the square as it was before 2011,” 
he said.  

When they saw security forces and 
bulldozers,	
�    some	
�    protesters	
�    fled	
�    from	
�    
their tents for fear of being harmed, 
but many said that they would come 
back and continue protesting. 

Fighting in Al-Khibza 
village, Rada’a 

SANA’A, Nov. 10—Clashes 
broke out on Wednesday 
morning between Houthis and 
tribesmen in the Al-Khibza 
village in Rada’a district, Al-
Baida governorate.

The governorate’s 
spokesperson, Nasser Al-
Sanei, said the Houthis 
stormed Al-Khibza village 
on Wednesday morning, 
which	
�     led	
�     to	
�     intense	
�     fighting	
�    
that remained ongoing as of 
Wednesday evening.

Al-Khibza is located in Qaifa 
area, which is considered to 
be a stronghold of Al-Qaeda 
in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP). 

Last week on Nov. 4, AQAP 
field	
�     commander	
�     Nabil	
�     Al-
Dhahab was reportedly killed 
in an airstrike in Al-Khibza.

Coast guard detains 
over 70 smuggling ships 

SANA’A Nov. 10—The Yemeni 
coast guard seized 73 boats 
in the Aden Gulf between July 
2013 and October 2014 that 
were smuggling people and a 
number of other illicit goods, 
according to the general 
manager of the Coast Guards 
Authority in the Gulf of Aden, 
Brigadier General Mohammad 
Al-Shouqfa.

Al-Shouqfa explained in 
a statement to the Defense 
Ministry’s September 26 
website that the boats were 
being used to smuggle African 
refugees into Yemen, as 
well	
�     as	
�     to	
�     bring	
�     in	
�     fireworks,	
�    
motorbikes, gas tanks, wine, 
and many other items.

Al-Shouqfa added that the 
ships, along with their cargo, 
were handed over to the 
relevant authorities to undergo 
necessary legal procedures.

Sana’a	
�    Office:	
�    Tel	
�    01 414 999 , 01 416 758             Aden	
�    Office:	
�    Tel	
�    02	
�    249780,	
�    02	
�    223146

With Hadi out of GPC 

leadership, Yemen Today 

resumes broadcasting 



Story and photos by
Ali Abulohoom

I brahim Hamza has been 
taking things apart and 
putting them back together 
since he was seven years 
old. While other kids his age 

were out playing, or inside watching 
TV, the 16-year-old was studying or 
seeing what he could build out of 
simple household items.   

Hamza was given the title of “in-
ventor” in Nov. 2013 by the Yemeni 
Association of Inventors, a local 
NGO established in 2004 that seeks 
to foster people’s ideas and innova-
tions. According to the association’s 
public relations manager, Moham-
med Abdualmajeed, the honor is 
bestowed upon Yemenis who have 
created a unique machine or device 
ready for practical use. 

While Hamza’s innovative mind 
could have the potential to help 
many Yemenis, he feels he is being 
held	
�    back	
�    due	
�    to	
�    a	
�    lack	
�    of	
�    financing	
�    
and support. His father died when 
he was little and the responsibility 
for raising him was placed squarely 
on his mother, who continues to 
care for him.

“My mom taught me how to be pa-
tient and think deeply about people 
and things around me. Unlike most 
moms, my mother always encour-
aged me to press ahead with what I 
was interested in,” Hamza said.

A perfect example of this, he ex-
plained, was what happened one 
day when he was ten. “One day 
when my mom was out, I snuck the 
TV into my room and dismantled it 
into small pieces in order to under-
stand how it works. When my mom 
got back home and discovered what 
I did, she was surprised. But she 
continued to encourage me nonthe-
less.”

While Hamza’s mother noticed 
early on that her son was different 
from other children, she said it was 
then, at age ten, that she believed he 
could go on to be an inventor. 

“Hamza was different from other 
children. He never wanted to waste 
his time playing. He paid more at-
tention to reading and watching sci-
entific	
�    programs	
�    on	
�    TV,”	
�    she	
�    said.	
�    “I	
�    
encouraged him because I want to 

see my son become successful and 
serve his country.”

Born and raised in Sana’a, Hamza 
is currently attending the Al-Salam 
School.	
�    He	
�    enjoys	
�    scientific	
�    subjects	
�    
like chemistry, physics, and math. 
After graduation, he hopes to study 
physics abroad. 

 Hamza has taken part in a few 
exhibitions in Sana’a put on by the 
Yemeni Association of Inventors. 
Mohammed Al-Hasani, the organia-
tion’s media director, said Hamza’s 
inventions garnered the praise of 
the attendees.

“People were impressed by Ham-

za’s inventions. His achievements 
were great, particularly considering 
his age,” Al-Hasani added. 

However, the praise did not trans-
late into tangible support. Hamza 
said he has tried to market his in-
ventions to local companies but has 
so far received no responses. 

Abdulmajeed thinks that Hamza’s 
inventions, like others, have been 
overlooked due to the economic and 
political situation facing Yemen. 

“There aren’t any companies or 
businessmen taking on my inven-
tions and turn them into something 
tangible and real,” he said.

At the same time, he remains 
hopeful, adding that “someday 
Hamza’s inventions will be pur-
chasede either by the government 
or businessmen once the country 
stabilizes.”

Hamza shares Abdulmajeed’s 
optimism, saying that, “although 
my inventions haven’t yet been 
purchased, that does not mean I 
will stop. I’ll continue developing 
new	
�    ideas	
�    for	
�    inventions	
�    until	
�    I	
�    find	
�    
someone who can make my dreams 
a reality in the hands of the people,” 
Hamza said.
“I	
�    want	
�    the	
�    whole	
�    world	
�    to	
�    benefit	
�    

from my inventions,” he added.

The Chemical Cup
One of Hamza’s inventions is the so-

called Chemical Cup, a small, light 
cup	
�     that	
�     can	
�     fit	
�     into	
�     one’s	
�     pocket,	
�    
and can indicate in minutes wheth-
er a liquid is acidic or alkaline.  

One practical use of the device, 
according to Hamza, could be if 
someone is bitten by a snake or 
other insect. “The Chemical Cup 
could be used to help identify what 
type of treatment is most suitable 
for the victim by indicating the type 
of poison detected in a blood sam-
ple,” he said.

“This could be considered a di-
agnosis for people who don’t have 
access to medical centers,” he ex-
plained.

At the moment however, the de-
vice lacks a small solar plate, need-
ed to power the machine. When 
developing new inventions he says, 
some parts are unaffordable, while 
others are not easily found in Ye-
men. 

Electric Desalination
This device is made out of two plas-
tic	
�    pipes	
�    fitted	
�    with	
�    pieces	
�    of	
�    glass,	
�    
and connected to electric circuits. 
In its current form, the device is 
used to desalinate sea water in 
small quantities. However, Hamza 
hopes that with more resources, he 
can convert it into a bigger device. 

The device can also be powered 
by batteries and with additional 
modifications,	
�     could	
�     generate	
�     elec-
tricity.

“The device can be taken apart 
into small pieces, and transported 
easily,” he said.

“If a sailor gets lost at sea,” Ham-
za explained, “he could use the de-
vice to desalinate water for his own 
personal consumption and for the 
boat generator.”

The device also currently lacks a 
solar plate, as well as an uninter-
ruptable power system (UPS).

Extinguishing Projectiles
This device is a small projectile, or 
rocket, made out of simple mate-
rials: A glass container and some 
propane and dioxide gases. The 
device	
�     is	
�    used	
�     to	
�    put	
�    out	
�    fires—not	
�    
just those that may occur in houses 
or	
�    cars—but	
�    also	
�    large	
�    fires,	
�    such	
�    as	
�    
those occuring in forests, factories, 
chemical laboratories, and petrol 
stations.

Hamza explained that the pur-
pose for creating the device was to 
facilitate	
�     the	
�     work	
�     of	
�     fire-fighters.	
�    

The device launches a projectile 
filled	
�    with	
�    the	
�    fire	
�    retardant	
�    into	
�    the	
�    
heart	
�     of	
�     the	
�     fire,	
�     which	
�     he	
�     claims	
�    
speeds up the process.

Hamza said that he is currently 
developing other inventions, but re-
quires more resources and needs to 
do more research.

“When my new inventions are 
ready, I’m going to take part in the 
upcoming inventions expo. Hope-
fully	
�    I’ll	
�    find	
�    someone	
�    interested	
�    in	
�    
investing int hem and getting them 
off the ground,” he said. 
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The International Committee of the Red Cross is an 

independent, neutral organization ensuring 

humanitarian protection and assistance for victims of 

war and other situations of violence.

Within the framework of its assistance program in Yemen, the ICRC has 

completed the preliminary design stage of a physical rehabilitation centre 

(PRC) in Sa’ada City and hereby intends to award a Contract for 

Engineering Services.

CALL FOR TENDER

For Engineering Consultancy Services

Development of Technical Design
Geotechnical/Landscaping/Architectural/Structural/Installations

Building Permit/BOQ

For a Physical Rehabilitation Centre, Sa'ada (2600 m2)

Publication date: Tuesday, 11 November 2014

Deadline for submission: Wednesday, 26 November 2014, 15.00 PM

Bidding documents can be obtained by interested parties from ICRC 

delegation:

Baghdad Street, Street no. 19, P.O. Box 2267, Sana'a, Yemen 8 am-4 pm

ICRC Logistics, Mr Pazhohesh Sanai, psanai@icrc.org T.+967 1 467873-205

Mr Mazen Al Kadi, malkadi@icrc.org T.+967 1 467873-249

ICRC does not bind itself to award the tender to the lowest bidder.

The selection will be carried on according to ICRC internal procedures.

Only registered Engineers/Architects will be entitled to collect the bidding

documents upon presentation of syndicate affiliation and company

registration certificate and record.

Innovative ideas, same old barriers
An acclaimed young Yemeni tries to get his inventions to the masses 

Hamza’s electric desalination device consists of two small plastic 

pipes with pieces of glass attached to them, connected to electric 

circuits. 

Hamza shows off his Chemical Cup invention, which can help treat 

poisonous insect bites.

Hamza	
�    with	
�    a	
�    model-sized	
�    version	
�    of	
�    his	
�    fire	
�    extinguishing	
�    projec-

tile. If built to the proper size, Hamza claims it will be able to put out 

major	
�    fires	
�    in	
�    forests,	
�    factories,	
�    or	
�    chemical	
�    laboratories.	
�   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Khalid Al-Karimi

It has been three months 
since Yemen’s national con-
sensus government decided 
to cut fuel subsidies—a move 
that angered many within 

Yemen, in particular the country’s 
poor and disenfranchised. The gov-
ernment’s unpopular decision has 
provided the Houthis, or “Ansar 
Allah,” an opportunity to enter the 
national political sphere on the pre-
text of aiding those who have been 
underserved. 

In August, the group took to the 
streets of Sana’a, gaining popular 
support along the way, eventually 
overpowering government forces, 
taking control of the city, and ex-
tending	
�     their	
�     influence	
�     throughout	
�    
the country. Since then, and after a 
string of questionable moves by the 
Houthis, some have begun to turn 
against the group. 

“I joined the Houthi marches af-
ter fuel subsidies were cut on July 
30,”	
�    said	
�    Akram	
�    Al-Shawafi,	
�    a	
�    youth	
�    
activist in Sana’a. “I was not alone,” 
he added. “Many independent ac-
tivists	
�    and	
�    others	
�    affiliated	
�    with	
�    po-
litical parties took part as well.” 
Al-Shawafi	
�     never	
�     imagined	
�     that	
�    

the Houthis would take over the 
capital, and later expand their con-
trol to other governorates in the 
north. “I never expected that they’d 
be able to pull off something like 
that, albeit unopposed by the gov-
ernment, military or security forces. 
I, like many others, wasn’t aware of 
their real agenda,” he said. 

Amar Al-Amri, a 25-year old uni-
versity graduate living in Sana’a, 
who considers himself politically 
independent, says that he took 
part in marches sponsored by the 
Houthis back in March calling for 
the reinstating of fuel subsidies. 
“However, they have since made a 

series of power grabs. This I don’t 
support.”

 
Backlash 

In July, the government set the 
price of gas and diesel at YR4,000 
($18.62) per 20 liters. Before the 
decree, 20 liters of diesel and 
gas would cost around YR2,000 
($9.30) and YR2,500 ($11.60), re-
spectively. 

“It wasn’t just Houthi support-
ers that took part in the marches, 
but lots of others who were hurt by 
the decision to cut subsidies. The 
Houthis exploited public outrage 
in order to pursue their own inter-
ests,” said Al-Amri. 

On Sept. 9, government forces 
killed eight people demonstrating 
in a Houthi-led march near Ye-
men’s Cabinet building in Sana’a, 
which sparked condemnation from 
a number of political parties and 
earned the Houthis sympathy from 
a large portion of the population. 

“I don’t support the use of vio-
lence, or government crackdowns 
on protestors regardless of their po-
litical	
�    affiliation,”	
�    Al-Amri	
�    said.	
�    

Since the signing of the Peace and 
Partnership Agreement on Sept. 21, 
the Houthis have stopped their pro-
tests. Those who have once again 
taken to the streets did so to pro-
test measures taken by the Houthis, 
particularly in Sana’a. In Hodeida, 
the Tehama Movement has been 
particularly active in demonstrating 
against the Houthis. 

Many protestors claim the 
Houthis failed to live up to their 
commitments as spelled out in the 
Peace and Partnership Agreement, 
particularly article 1 of the agree-
ment’s security annex, which calls 
on “all parties committed to ensur-
ing security…[to] cease all forms of 
violent acts in the capital and its 
surrounding areas,” which has been 

interpreted by many as a call for 
the Houthis to disarm their militias 
and remove them from the streets. 
On Oct. 26, President Abdu Rabu 
Mansour Hadi publically called for 
the Houthis to withdraw from the 
capital city of Sana’a and other cit-
ies that they currently control, to no 
avail.  

Majed Siraj, a political analyst at 
the Sheba Strategic Studies Center 
in Sana’a, told the Yemen Times 
that, “the Houthis garnered huge 
popular support both inside and 
outside the capital when they made 
their calls to combat corruption and 
lower the price of fuel. However, 
they were wrong to assume that 
they	
�    would	
�    be	
�    the	
�    sole	
�    beneficiaries	
�    
of the negotiation process that fol-
lowed. Everything they’ve gained 
for themselves has been achieved 
through armed force.”

Siraj compared the Houthis’ cur-
rent actions to that of the Islah 
Party, who was accused by some of 
attempting to hijack the youth revo-
lution that broke out in 2011. “If 
they choose to ignore the demands 
of the people, their victory won’t 
last long. The opposite is in fact 
true,” he said. 

The Islah Party played a major 
role in the 2011 uprising that over-
threw former President Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh, and includes many 
prominent	
�    political	
�     figures,	
�     among	
�    
them Hussein, Sadiq and Hamid 
Al-Ahmar, members of the power-
ful Al-Ahmar family. 

Marginalization

On Sept. 21, armed Houthis fought 
and took over the 6th Armored Di-
vision base on 60th Street, the last 
bastion of resistance to the Houthi’s 
takeover of Sana’a. Many grassroots 
youth activists who supported the 
Houthis admit they did not have 
the foresight to predict such a move 

or what followed. “I was wrong to 
think that the Houthis would stop 
their advance after taking over the 
1st	
�     Armored	
�     Division	
�     [officially	
�    
called the 6th Armored Division]. 
They continued to spread through-
out the capital, replacing govern-
ment forces at checkpoints and 
roundabouts. They hid their real 
goals behind populist demands,” 
said	
�    Al-Shawafi.
Al-Shawafi	
�    stated	
�    that	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    

lack the type of long term planning 
and vision that could allow them to 
become a viable and legitimate po-
litical alternative, adding instead 
that the Houthis are now under-
mining the legitimacy of the state 
and the rule of law. 

Since their control of the city, re-
ports have circulated that Houthi 
fighters	
�     have	
�     stormed	
�     buildings	
�    
owned	
�    by	
�    or	
�    affiliated	
�    with	
�    members	
�    
of	
�     the	
�     Islah	
�    Party,	
�    and	
�    other	
�    Salafi	
�    
organizations, seen as the Houthis 
primary political rivals. Recently 
on	
�    Nov.	
�    5,	
�    two	
�    Salafi	
�    students	
�    were	
�    
attacked and one killed by Houthis 
while on their way to study at a local 

Salafi	
�    mosque	
�    in	
�    Sana’a.	
�    
Abdullah Ismail, Editor-in-Chief 

of the Al-Wahdawi newspaper, af-
filiated	
�    with	
�    Yemen’s	
�    socialist	
�    party,	
�    
describes the attacks on the students 
and	
�     other	
�     Salafis	
�     as,	
�     “uncivilized	
�    
behavior that demonstrates that the 
Houthis don’t seek to co-exist with 
their opponents.” He added that the 
Houthis “are an aggressive organi-
zation that does not seek to imple-
ment real democracy.”

Fatima Al-Aghbari, another youth 
activist in Sana’a, said she also took 
part in the Houthi-led marches. “I 
participated in the marches, but 
stopped when I started seeing peo-
ple chanting Houthi slogans and 
holding Houthi symbols.”

The Houthis’ three demands—
removing the government, imple-
menting the NDC agreement, and 
reinstating fuel subsidies—were 
the demands of the people, said Al-
Aghbary. “The Houthis hid behind 
these demands in order to conceal 
their real intentions.” 
Similar	
�     to	
�     Al-Ashawafi,	
�     Al-Agh-

bari claims that the Houthis have 

lost the trust of people. “Their re-
cent actions, including the recent 
take over of Hodeida in October, in 
addition to clashing with tribesmen 
in Ibb and Ra’ada, have revealed 
their true colors, that they are in 
fact violent. Their war with Al-Qai-
da has taken a heavy toll on them. 
People respected them more when 
they were protesting peacefully in 
the city’s squares,” she said.

Now is no time to judge

“It’s premature to judge the Houthis 
now. The General People’s Con-
gress (GPC) ruled the country for 
33 years. The Joint Meeting Par-
ties (JMP) and the GPC have ruled 
together since 2011,” said Hussein 
Al-Bukhaiti, a prominent Houthi 
figure.	
�    

Al-Bukhaiti further pointed out 
that	
�     the	
�     Houthis	
�     are	
�     fighting	
�     Al-
Qaeda in Al-Baida and Ibb, which 
he sees as evidence of their good 
will and intent to improve security 
throughout Yemen. “This is a case 
in point of our intention to reform 
the country for the better.”

Ibrahim Al-Moayad, a university 
graduate and Houthi supporter in 
Sana’a,	
�     reaffirms	
�     this	
�     sentiment,	
�    
saying that he supports the Houthis 
because,	
�     “they	
�     are	
�     fighting	
�     terror-
ism and corruption at a time when 
the government is doing nothing. 
The Houthis are going after Al-Qai-
da’s foothold in the region; this is a 
positive development,” he said. 

Mohammed Al-Hassani, a free-
lance journalist in Sana’a who is 
affiliated	
�     with	
�     the	
�     Houthis,	
�     said	
�    
the government would not have re-
versed the decision to cut fuel sub-
sidies if not for the pressure placed 
on them by the Houthis. “When a 
taxi	
�     driver	
�     fills	
�     his	
�     tank	
�     at	
�     the	
�     gas	
�    
station for YR3,000 ($14) instead 
of YR4,000 ($18.60), he has the 
Houthis to thank for that.”

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

Houthi tribesmen, 
otherwise known as 
“Ansar Allah,” are 
currently showing an 
increased presence 

in eight of Yemen’s 22 governor-
ates. While some have been taken 
by force, others surrendered to the 
Houthis peacefully, while still oth-
ers remain locked in a vicious cycle 
of violence between the Houthis and 
their rivals, both struggling for pow-
er and control.
The	
�    Houthis	
�    first	
�     seized	
�     the	
�    gov-

ernorates of Sa’ada, Amran and 
Sana’a between May 2011 and Sept. 

2014, as part of a series of power 
grabs which capitalized on grow-
ing instability in the country fol-
lowing Yemen’s tumultuous 2011 
uprising. In August of this year, the 
Houthis skillfully took advantage of 
people’s widespread opposition to 
the government’s fuel subsidy cuts, 
spearheading a series of protests 
and marches in the capital. Follow-
ing the Houthi takeover of Sana’a 
on	
�    Sept.	
�    21,	
�    five	
�    other	
�    governorates	
�    
quickly fell under their control. This 
article seeks to shed light on each 
of these governorates and analyze 
the factors that enabled the Houthis 
to	
�     spread	
�     their	
�     influence,	
�     either	
�    
through peaceful means or by force. 

The calm before the Storm

Ibb and Hodeida governorates ini-
tially surrendered peacefully to the 
Houthis on Oct. 14, however, intense 
clashes erupted the very next day 
between Houthis and Al-Qaeda in 
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) forc-
es in Ibb governorate. In Hodeida as 
well,	
�    fighting	
�    broke	
�    out	
�    when	
�    AQAP	
�    
took control over the governorate’s 
Jabal Ras district. Once Houthis 
sent reinforcements to gain the dis-
trict back, AQAP members left and 
no	
�    fighting	
�    has	
�    been	
�    reported	
�    in	
�    the	
�    
governorate ever since. 

In Ibb, on the other hand, clashes 
remain ongoing.  A center for local 
tourism, the governorate is also a 
mixed region, home to a number 
of tribes with strong loyalties to the 
GPC, as well as the Islah Party and 
AQAP. While Houthis control Ibb 
city,	
�    the	
�    governorate’s	
�    capital,	
�    fight-
ing between the Houthis and AQAP 
continues in the cities of Yarim, Al-
Radhma and Al-Sadda, according 
to Ibrahim Al-Bad’ani, a resident of 
Ibb city. 

“Residents of Ibb rely on tourism 
for revenue, and are naturally op-
posed to the spread of armed men 
throughout the governorate,” he 
added. Furthermore, “locals know 
the	
�     identities	
�    of	
�    many	
�    of	
�     the	
�    fight-
ers, most of whom are locals them-
selves and live side by side with 
residents. That being said, most of 
those currently posing as Houthis 
are really just GPC members in trib-
al clothing.” 

In Al-Baida, Houthis along with 
forces from the Yemeni army sup-
ported by drone strikes, have been 
engaging in heavy clashes with 
AQAP forces since Oct. 17, leading 
to a high number of casualties on 
both sides. As of now, no group has 
been able to assert total control of 
the	
�     governorate.	
�     Particularly	
�     fierce	
�    
fighting	
�    has	
�     taken	
�    place	
�     in	
�     the	
�     city	
�    
of Rada’a. 

“Most Rada’a residents are Sun-
nis, with only a small number of 
Houthis. In addition, there’s a large 
number	
�    of	
�    Al-Qaeda	
�    fighters	
�    in	
�    the	
�    
area, who have long considered Al-
Baida’s Rada’a district to be their 
traditional stronghold in northern 
Yemen,” said Muneer Al-Humai-
qani, a resident of Rada’a city.
Faid	
�    Al-Harazy,	
�     an	
�     officer	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

7th Military Command that over-
sees all military bases and security 

apparatuses	
�    in	
�    Al-Baida,	
�    confirmed	
�    
that the violence taking place 
throughout the governorate can be 
attributed the fact that many Sunni 
tribesmen are sympathizers or sup-
porters of AQAP.

No resistance and a silent in-

crease	
�    of	
�    influence
The Houthis have been able to seize 
control of the Dhamar, Al-Mahweet 
and Hajja governorates without en-
countering any resistance. Tribal 
leaders were said to have coordi-
nated the handover of the provinces 
with the Houthis in order to avoid 
bloodshed. 

Ali Saeed, a journalist from Al-
Mahweet governorate, which fell to 
the Houthis on Oct. 21, told the Ye-
men Times that the Houthis are co-
ordinating with the GPC. In contrast 
to other regions that are home to 
local political organizations—such 
as the Southern Movement and the 
Tehama Movement—the GPC has 
been the only active political orga-
nization in Al-Mahweet since its es-
tablishment in the 1980’s.

A source within the Logistical 
Operations Department of the Al-
Mahweet governorate, who asked 
to remain anonymous, said that, 
“all of the governorate’s facilities 
in Al-Mahweet are under control 
of the Houthis. Business is running 
as usual and public employees are 
performing their duties, however all 
this is happening under the supervi-
sion of Ansar Allah.” 

The Hajja governorate quietly fell 
under the control of the Houthis 
on Oct. 20, two days after the con-
clusion of a meeting attended by 
Governor Ali Al-Qaisi, a Houthi del-
egation led by Abu Malik Al-Faishi, 
representatives from the governor-
ate’s security apparatus, and local 
administrative councils, according 
to Hajja-based journalist Rammah 
Al-Jabri. 

“Nearly half the governorate’s 
population are Sada [members of 
the Hashimi tribe, or descendants 
of the prophet], who share the same 
bloodline as the Houthis. The Sada 
in Hajja... threw their support be-
hind the Houthis.”  

Houthi control of the governor-
ate grants them control of both the 
Harad border crossing and Midi sea-
port, through which large amounts 
of trade passes into Saudi Arabia. 

The Houthis are said to conduct 
searches of all those who enter and 
exit the port, and collect taxes on all 
business conducted in the ports, ac-
cording to Al-Jabri. 

Mohammad Ahmed Al-Hareb, a 
member of Hajja’s administrative 
council, said that local authorities 
still oversee the governorate’s civil 
administration, but that all issues 
related to security are controlled 
by the Houthis. He added that the 
Houthis have established a number 
of checkpoints throughout Hajja 
city, particularly around govern-
ment buildings. 

The Houthis were also able to 
peacefully take over the Dhamar 
governorate on Oct. 14, according 
to Abdullah Al-Seedy, Deputy Di-
rector of the Dhamar Security Bu-
reau. He stated that the Houthis 
spread throughout the governorate 
after coordinating with local leaders 
within the bureau, deploying out-
side the gates of a number of gov-
ernment buildings and facilities. He 
estimated that roughly 70 percent 
of Dhamar’s population are active 
Houthi members or supporters, in 
addition to being registered mem-
bers of the GPC. 

He claims the two groups are cur-
rently	
�     allies,	
�     a	
�     fact	
�     confirmed	
�     by	
�    
Yahya Mujahid Al-Ansi, a GPC lead-
er and member in the governorate’s 
local administrative council. He 
stated that the handover of Dhamar 
to the Houthis was done in coor-
dination with the GPC leadership, 
and that this could explain why the 
governorate had not witnessed any 
violence in recent months. Houthi 
checkpoints are set up throughout 
Dhamar city, he claims, with rough-
ly 10 checkpoints set up at the city’s 

various entrances.  

Houthis’ portrayal of events

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the 
Houthis’	
�     Political	
�     Office,	
�     describes	
�    
the Houthi movement into these 
governorates as part of a move to 
support the local popular commit-
tees there that had been set up be-
fore the Houthis’ arrival. 

“Most popular committees in 
most governorates are made up 
of local residents. Recently, some 
committees loyal to Ansar Allah 
have come in as reinforcements 
from other governorates in order to 
provide aid and help those that were 
already there,” Al-Qahoom said. He 
claimed that popular committees 
loyal to the Houthis have been suc-
cessful in maintaining peace and 
security and have not interfered in 
the administrative affairs of local 
governments. 

He further said that none of gov-
ernorates currently under the con-
trol of the Houthis have witnessed 
any	
�     fighting,	
�     as	
�    most	
�     residents	
�     re-
alize the seriousness of the current 
situation and refuse to be dragged 
into a new round of violence. “We 
coordinated with many of the gov-
ernorates’ leaders who formed their 
own popular committees before the 
Houthis created their own,” Al-Qa-
hoom said. 

Regarding the Houthis clashes 
with AQAP, he stated that, “AQAP 
hasn’t seized any territory in any of 
the governorates under our control, 
however some battles have taken 
place between us and members of 
Al-Qaeda who are attempting to 
turn residents and the popular com-
mittees against us. However, our 
fighters	
�    have	
�    beat	
�    them	
�    back	
�    and	
�    

Houthi expansion: Gain or loss?

Houthis spread in eight governorates
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The	
�    Houthis	
�    have	
�    recently	
�    increased	
�    their	
�    influence	
�    in

five	
�    of	
�    Yemen’s	
�    22	
�    governorates,	
�    now	
�    showing	
�    a	
�    notable

presence	
�    in	
�    a	
�    total	
�    of	
�    eight	
�    governorates.

Throughout	
�    August,	
�    tens	
�    of	
�    thousands	
�    took	
�    to	
�    the	
�    streets	
�    in	
�    Sana’a	
�    

to	
�    protest	
�    the	
�    lifting	
�    of	
�    fuel	
�    subsidies.	
�   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I
n the midst of the ongoing 

discussions about the link 

between Islam and violence, 

and all the different “Islams” 

considered, one uncom-

fortable yet fundamental question 

remains unanswered: Is a Muslim 

allowed in principle to be violent, 

should the context justify such be-

havior? Based on the discourse as it 

stands, the answer from a Western 

perspective is an unequivocal “no.” 

Incidentally, groups like Al-Qaeda 

and the Islamic State (IS) use this as 

one of their talking points.

Jonathan Lyons pointed out 

this problem in his book “Islam 

Through Western Eyes” by stating 

that the West has “arrogated to 

itself a monopoly over the legitimate 

uses	
�     of	
�     force	
�     in	
�     conflicts	
�     involving	
�    
the Muslim world.” Lyons further 

says, “the production of Western 

statements on the subject of violence 

and war is shaped profoundly by 

some of the central tenets of the 

anti-Islam discourse: That Islam 

is inherently violent and spread 

exclusively by force; that Muslims 

are irrational and are motivated by 

religious fanaticism. The result is an 

unchallenged discourse that affords 

the West the power to determine 

which tactics, weaponry, and targets 

are legitimate and which are not.”

The very idea that Islam can be 

categorized into radical, moderate, 

extremist, etc., gives credence 

to the Islamophobic assumption 

that Islam has an inherent quality 

within it that makes it dangerous—

regardless of context. It also removes 

responsibility from the individual 

and places blame on the religion 

itself, as if it is something that can 

stand on its own without the human 

element. To assume that Islam is the 

primary motivation for the presence 

of extremist violence in the Muslim 

world is to assume that without 

Islam, no violent groups would arise 

in the same political conditions that 

exist today. It is not mere coincidence 

that all violent groups in Muslim 

majority countries in modern times 

constantly speak of themselves 

as legitimate forces of resistance 

against foreign occupation or local 

despotic governments that serve 

foreign interests.

Islam is not a religion of peace. 

It also is not a religion of violence. 

It is a religion for human beings, 

who by nature of their primal 

instincts sometimes engage in 

violent	
�     conflicts.	
�     It	
�     is,	
�     therefore,	
�    
not appropriate to view the Quran 

as a contradictory text, simply 

because it contains peaceful as well 

as violent verses. Rather, it is a text 

that contains passages that relate 

to	
�     behavior	
�     during	
�     violent	
�     conflict,	
�    
surrounded by passages calling 

towards peace and co-existence.

Some will insist there is a direct 

link between the statements violent 

extremists make and their actions. 

This is understandable if one 

views Islam as an entity that can 

be removed from the culture of a 

population living with it for the past 

14 centuries. What many observers 

in the West fail to recognize is that 

for Muslims, Islam can sometimes 

serve as a language of expression, 

which	
�     may	
�     or	
�     may	
�     not	
�     reflect	
�     the	
�    
motivations of an individual or 

necessarily even the teachings 

of the religion. This conundrum 

becomes clearer after reviewing the 

ample evidence available on violent 

extremists.

In his  article about the wannabe 

Jihadists who bought “Islam for 

Dummies” on Amazon, Mehdi 

Hasan	
�    cites	
�    a	
�    leaked	
�    2008	
�    classified	
�    
briefing	
�     note	
�     on	
�     radicalization	
�    
prepared by MI5’s behavioral 

science unit. It revealed that a large 

number of radical Muslims “do not 

practice their faith regularly. Many 

lack religious literacy and could… 

be regarded as religious novices.” 

Contrary to their misguided belief 

that	
�     they	
�     are	
�     fulfilling	
�     commands	
�    
in the Quran, western wannabe 

jihadists project onto the scripture 

conclusions they concoct in their 

minds after reading newspapers. 

Without the tools of interpretation, 

this is all they can do with the Quran 

they recite. However, while this 

religious ignorance may characterize 

Western men who join extremist 

groups, the case for those indigenous 

to Muslim majority countries is 

somewhat different.

Contrary to their Western 

counterparts, radicalism in the 

Middle East cannot so easily be 

dismissed as coming from ignorant, 

economically disadvantaged groups. 

In the 2007 Gallup publication “Who 

Speaks for Islam?” John Esposito 

and Dalia Mogahed dedicated a 

chapter to address the question 

what makes a radical. According to 

Gallup Polls in Muslim countries, 

seven percent of the population was 

identified	
�    as	
�    having	
�    radical	
�    political	
�    
opinions, which view the terrorist 

attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 in New 

York	
�     as	
�     “completely”	
�     justified	
�     and	
�    
have an unfavorable opinion of the 

United States.

Assuming that political radicals 

were more likely to support or 

be a source for terrorist group 

recruitment, their answers were 

further analyzed and compared 

with the rest of the population. 

The politically radicalized were, 

on average, more educated than 

moderates: 67 percent of those 

with radical political opinions have 

at least a secondary education 

(versus 52 percent of moderates). 

This disparity carries over in 

economic terms where 65 percent 

of the politically radicalized have an 

average or above-average income, 

versus 55 percent of moderates.

When it comes to religious 

observance, the data showed 

there were no differences between 

moderates and radicals in the 

importance they placed on religion in 

their daily lives and in their mosque 

attendance. The striking difference 

came about in the responses from 

those who were asked why they 

condoned or condemned extremist 

acts. Many of those who condemned 

extremist violence did so for 

religious reasons, citing the Koran as 

evidence. In opposition, not a single 

political radical who condoned 

the attacks of 9/11 cited the Quran 

as	
�     justification.	
�     Rather,	
�     they	
�     gave	
�    
politically secular reasons.

The available evidence presents 

a clear case that the presence of 

violent Muslim extremist groups 

is a direct consequence of political 

circumstances imposed by Western 

foreign policies in the Middle East, 

and religion merely serves as a 

vehicle of expression. All attempts 

to “refute” the theological cases of 

these groups are distractions from 

addressing the real causes why 

these	
�    groups	
�    exist	
�    in	
�    the	
�    first	
�    place.	
�    
Not only are such attempts  unlikely 

to succeed, they also make it more 

difficult	
�     to	
�     tackle	
�     the	
�     Islamophobic	
�    
discourse that is becoming 

increasingly widespread more than 

it already has been.

Mohamed Ghilan is a classically 
trained student in Islamic law 
and theology and is currently a 
neuroscience PhD candidate at the 
University of Victoria, Canada.

Radicalism is a political problem, not an Islamic one

Wael Zakout

S
ince the signing of the 

Gulf Cooperation Coun-

cil (GCC) Initiative that 

ended the political cri-

sis in 2011, Yemen em-

barked on a political transition that 

was applauded by many regional 

and international powers. Above 

all, it saved Yemen from a terrible 

civil war. The transition included 

the resignation of former President 

Ali Abdullah Saleh, the formation 

of a national reconciliation gov-

ernment, the election of the vice 

president as the new head of state, 

and the undertaking of a compre-

hensive national dialogue to discuss 

and agree on a political roadmap to 

resolve Yemen’s long term political 

problems.

The National Dialogue Confer-

ence (NDC) was concluded success-

fully in January 2014. The spirit of 

the nation was high. Yemenis had 

chosen the path of dialogue over 

violence, a model few others in 

the Arab World have managed to 

adopt. The NDC included the differ-

ent colors of the political spectrum: 

Youth, women, academia, and civil 

society.

What happened in Sana’a over 

the last few weeks surprised every-

one, even those who keep a close eye 

on the political landscape. I will not 

comment on the underlying politi-

cal reasons or implications of recent 

events. Rather, I would like to ad-

dress the economic factors that in 

part led to them and what the new 

government should do to increase 

the likelihood of its success and 

keep the transition on track.

For more than a year now, I have 

repeatedly said that the success of 

the political transition in Yemen 

will be judged by ordinary people 

in the streets and not in the Mov-

enpick Hotel or the corridors of the 

presidential palace. People want a 

government that is responsive to 

their needs, a cleaner government 

that is free of corruption, and a 

government that delivers improved 

services, creates jobs, and improves 

living conditions. I have also said 

on several occasions that the gov-

ernment	
�     should	
�     do	
�     more	
�     to	
�     fight	
�    
corruption. Increasingly, the gen-

eral public perception in Yemen is 

that corruption under the outgo-

ing transitional government was 

not much different than that of the 

former Saleh regime. The govern-

ment	
�    faced	
�    serious	
�    fiscal	
�    challenges	
�    
resulting mainly from the frequent 

attacks on oil and gas pipelines, 

which undermined the main source 

of government exports and the hard 

currency it earned. As a result, the 

government faced two very dif-

ficult	
�     choices:	
�     One	
�     was	
�     to	
�     reform	
�    
the subsidy regime on diesel and 

gasoline and the other to allow the 

devaluation of the currency. Most 

economists, including us, the World 

bank, advised the government to 

implement	
�     the	
�     first	
�     option	
�     as	
�     the	
�    
consequences of the second option 

would be much worse on the econ-

omy and the people of Yemen. The 

government took the big decision 

to fully liberalize fuel prices, but, 

failed on several fronts: Firstly, the 

government should have done this 

in the context of a broader reform 

program	
�    that	
�    includes	
�    fighting	
�    cor-
ruption, eliminating double dippers 

and ghost workers from the civil 

service and military, and reform-

ing various sectors in the economy 

to generate some savings to accom-

pany the subsidy reform. Secondly, 

senior	
�     government	
�     officials	
�     should	
�    
have explained the rationale for the 

fuel subsidy reform to the people, 

the challenges the government was 

facing, the options they had before 

them, and their reasons for choos-

ing to lift subsidies. Thirdly, the 

government should’ve directed part 

of the savings from lifting subsidies 

to help the poorest of the poor who 

are most affected by the increased 

fuel prices.

The events of the last few weeks 

have brought Yemen to 

a	
�    significant	
�    crossroads:	
�    
One	
�    direction	
�    could	
�    lead	
�    
to a corrective revolu-

tion to achieve the main 

goals of the youth revo-

lution of 2011, which the 

unity government failed 

to deliver; and the other 

direction could lead to a 

serious, protracted and 

devastating civil war.  

While everyone is 

concerned and unclear 

about the future of Ye-

men, I’m one of those 

few who are still op-

timistic. I believe and 

trust in the wisdom of 

the Yemeni people: “Al-

Hikma Al-Yamania.” 

On	
�    many	
�    occasions,	
�    the	
�    
Yemenis have surprised 

everyone and stepped 

back from the brink of an all-out 

civil war.

We see what is happening around 

us in the region. Wars are raging in 

many of our beloved Arab World 

countries, resulting in so many 

deaths and injuries, millions dis-

placed, and the emergence of radi-

cal groups. Although, on a positive 

note, the monopoly on political 

power has ended. No one will be 

able to exercise unchallenged and 

complete control of society and the 

institutions of the state. The genie 

is out of the box, as the old cliché 

goes, and no one will be able to 

put it back. Political pluralism that 

draws on the region’s diversity and 

vast potential is the only way for-

ward for the region. Yemen has an 

opportunity to show that it is differ-

ent and once again succeed in the 

face of enormous challenges. It can 

draw on the creativity and energy of 

a young and educated population.

As for the new Yemeni govern-

ment, they should learn from past 

mistakes. Here are some sugges-

tions for the next phase that could 

increase the likelihood of success 

(or reduce the chances of failure).

1. The new government should be 

given the freedom to distance itself 

from all political parties and act as 

one team focusing solely on the in-

terests of the nation.

2. The cabinet should focus on 

developing and implementing a 

comprehensive economic reform 

program to improve government 

services, improve security, create 

jobs	
�     and	
�     fight	
�     corruption.	
�     The	
�     pa-

rameters of these reforms are in-

cluded in the Economic Transition 

Plan and the Mutual Accountability 

Framework (MAF) that were devel-

oped at the beginning of the transi-

tion, but, unfortunately, the bulk of 

which were never implemented.

3. The new government needs to 

re-program pledges to accelerate 

the	
�    flow	
�    of	
�     aid	
�     and	
�     the	
�     implemen-

tation of donor-funded projects. 

This includes the re-programming 

of funds attached to some of the 

mega projects that are not expected 

to start in the coming two years, to 

fast disbursing programs such as 

the Social Fund for Development 

and the Public Works Project. These 

programs will deliver 

thousands of badly need-

ed projects to remote and 

deprived communities all 

over the country. This will 

improve services, gener-

ate jobs, and provide new 

hope for millions of Ye-

menis.

4. While the NDC and 

its recommendations 

should be the main road-

map for completing the 

political transition, the 

sequencing of how the 

recommendations are 

implemented should be 

reconsidered. The new 

government should be 

quick to implement key 

aspects of the NDC even 

before the constitution is 

drafted or approved.

5. The new government 

should transfer powers quickly to 

localities (i.e. to cities, districts, and 

provinces), including the transfer of 

local security arrangements to lo-

cal	
�     governments,	
�     including	
�     traffic	
�    
police and crime control. The gov-

ernment should also consider local 

elections	
�    as	
�    the	
�    first	
�    set	
�    of	
�    elections	
�    
after the constitution is approved. 

This will ensure that government is 

brought closer to the people and will 

anchor decentralization at the local 

level to ensure services are func-

tioning during the major process of 

establishing the federal structure of 

the state.

Clearly, a smooth and stable po-

litical process and improved secu-

rity will be determining factors in 

the future direction of the coun-

try. However, as the last two years 

have shown, these alone will not be 

enough. As I said earlier, the people 

in the streets are the ones who will 

judge the success of the transition, 

and without jobs or improved ser-

vices, they will not be convinced.

Wael Zakout is the director of the 
World	
�    Bank	
�    office	
�    Yemen.	
�    

Yemen: Learning from past mistakes
The government 
should also 
consider local 
elections as 
the	
�   first	
�   set	
�   of	
�   
elections	
�   after	
�   
the constitution 
is approved.The new 

government 
should be given 
the	
�   freedom	
�   to	
�   
distance	
�   itself	
�   from	
�   
all political parties 
and act as one team 
focusing	
�   solely	
�   on	
�   
the	
�   interests	
�   of	
�   the	
�   
nation.
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Taxes and other fees included. Terms and conditions apply. 
Fares are subject to availability of the seats.
Ticketing period starts on 27.10.2014 till 30.11.2014
Flying period starts on 01.11.2014 till 31.03.2015

Fly from Aden and Sana’a
to Europe for exclusive prices

DESTINATION FARE DESTINATION FARE

ADEN,

SANA’A

AMSTERDAM 138,323 YER PARIS 124,652 YER

BARCELONA 126,336 YER PRAGUE 175,844 YER

BERLIN 132,223 YER ROME 149,997 YER

BRUSSELS 137,904 YER STOCKHOLM 224,855 YER

BUDAPEST 137,289 YER VENICE 161,104 YER

COPENHAGEN 136,482 YER VIENNA 131,187 YER

DUSSELDORF 167,493 YER ZURICH 138,273 YER

FRANKFURT 136,810 YER MANCHESTER 177,807 YER

GENEVA 135,205 YER BIRMINGHAM 190,122 YER

LONDON 149,537 YER ATHENS 151,690 YER

MADRID 117,525 YER MOSCOW 123,733 YER

MILAN 137,675 YER ST PETERSBURG 177,344 YER

MUNICH 123,457 YER
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Iranian women have long 
been in a cat-and-mouse 
game with the interpreta-
tion and enforcement of 
many aspects of Islamic 

law, but most especially the hijab. 
Since	
�     1983,	
�     when	
�     the	
�     first	
�     written	
�    
law was passed, the Islamic Repub-
lic	
�    has	
�    made	
�    it	
�    officially	
�    mandatory	
�    
for women to wear the headscarf 
and loose clothing, with punish-
ment for failing to comply ranging 
from lashes to imprisonment. Even 
before the law was passed, just a 
few strands of hair outside the scarf 
would not be tolerated. Many wom-
en pushed that boundary during the 
tenure of reformist president Mo-
hammad Khatami in the 1990s and 
early 2000s, partially showing hair 
and wearing Western-style clothing 
with the hijab. 

Today, while a large sector of Ira-
nian women voluntarily wear the 
hijab, women from all parts of Iran 
and all socioeconomic backgrounds 
are still defying hijab restrictions, 
and the struggle between them and 
the authorities and conservative 
citizens continues. A string of  acid 
attacks on young women in the city 
of Isfahan last month raised ques-
tions as to whether the attacks were 
a response to the women wearing 
“bad hijab”—the term for a woman 
who does not adhere to the most re-
stricted style of the hijab—and “un-
Islamic” clothing.

Despite the threat of such vio-
lence or state-enforced punishment, 
Iranian women have recently been 
using social media to test boundar-
ies. This past May, six young Ira-
nians, three of them women with-
out headscarves, posted a video of 
themselves dancing to Pharrell Wil-
liams’s global hit “Happy.” And a 
Facebook page called “My Stealthy 
Freedom,”	
�     featuring	
�     “selfies”	
�     of	
�    
bareheaded women who have taken 

off the hijab, has attracted hun-
dreds of thousands of followers and 
“likes.”

Can Iran’s current political sys-
tem allow women to choose or reject 
the hijab freely and voluntarily? To 
date, the regime has had a harsh re-
action to the idea of loosening strict 
enforcement of the hijab. Many 
symbols of the early Islamic Repub-
lic have gradually disappeared. But 
can the hijab be one of them? If not, 
what makes the hijab such a power-
ful symbol to which the government 
clings?

The group dancing to “Happy” 
was arrested for “hurting public 
chastity,” in the words of Police 
Chief Hossein Sajedinia. Shortly 
thereafter, the six were shown on 
Iranian state television confessing. 
In September, they were  sentenced 
to up to one year in prison and 91 
lashes. Their sentences have been 
suspended for three years, meaning 
that the punishment won’t be im-
posed if there is no further offense 
during that time.

The regime has had less success 
prosecuting the women on Face-
book’s “My Stealthy Freedom” page, 
which also appeared in May and has 
close to 700,000 likes. Facebook 
CEO Sheryl Sandberg has called it 
her favorite page on the site.

The images are incredibly var-
ied—students, homemakers, young 
girls, professional women, and 
grandmothers—but all depict a 
bareheaded woman defying the or-
der to wear a hijab.

The page was started by journal-
ist Masih Alinejad, who was forced 
to leave the country in the aftermath 
of the popular uprising following the 
controversial June 2009 re-election 
of former President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad.  She says the idea for 
the page began by “posting an old 
picture of myself sitting behind the 
wheel without [a] headscarf on Fa-
cebook and [captioning] it ‘stealthy 
freedom.’”

Masih asked her Facebook friends 

to post similar pictures, but she says 
it wasn’t a calculated campaign. In 
the beginning, friends posted im-
ages on her Facebook page, but 
eventually so many women and 
girls were sending in their pictures 
that she decided to start a new page 
devoted solely to the images, calling 
it “My Stealthy Freedom.”

Facebook lets her do what she 
cannot as a journalist, she says: 
Walk freely in the streets of Teh-
ran, taking pictures and reporting 
on how women feel about wearing 
the hijab.

Not surprisingly, hard-liners have 
branded her “anti-Islamic” and “an-
ti-culture,” and have labeled the Fa-
cebook page “anti-religion.”

Little hope for change is on the 
horizon. On Oct. 8, the Iranian par-
liament passed a bill that gives the 
“morality police” a free hand. The 
new law, which promotes the prin-
ciple of Amr be Maruf va Nahy az 
Monkar—“commanding the right 
and forbidding the wrong”—says no 
person or institution has the right 
or authority to prevent the enforce-
ment of “commanding the right.” In 
other words, the law expands the 
authority of the morality police to 
dictate to women how to dress. No 
matter how aggressively the police 
behave, they will not face prosecu-
tion, whereas those being targeted 
who respond with force will be pun-
ished. This law could also poten-
tially be perceived as a green light 
by “pressure groups”—citizens with 
radical political and religious views 
who exert “pressure” on fellow citi-
zens, including beating bad hijab 
women—to exercise violence with-
out fear of prosecution.

The hijab is such a source of ten-
sion and disagreement in Iran that 
the rhetoric used in debate some-
times veers into the absurd. Gho-
lamhossein Hadad-Adel, a former 
conservative presidential candidate 
and member of parliament, called 
the hijab “a complicated issue like 
drug addiction.” The imam of Mash-

had’s Friday prayers 
then said that a bad 
hijab is “worse than 
drug addiction.”

In June, 195 mem-
bers of parliament 
urged President Has-
san Rouhani to take 
measures to pro-
mote the hijab and 
warned that failing 
to implement hijab 
law would have se-
vere consequences.

Conservative po-
litical	
�    figures	
�    are	
�    not	
�    
the only ones press-
ing for stricter hijab 
laws. High-ranking 
religious leaders are 
as well, such as the 
Grand Ayatolla Nas-
er Makarem Shirazi, 
who has called the 
lack of a “proper hijab” a “threat to 
the society” and has urged parlia-
ment to pass “the right laws” to save 
society from a “ dangerous path.”

Even President Rouhani, a mod-
erate,	
�    must	
�    walk	
�    a	
�    fine	
�     line	
�    on	
�     the	
�    
subject even as he speaks against 
stricter treatment of women. Dur-
ing a trip to Mashhad in September, 
Rouhani took two very different po-
sitions. In a gathering with a more 
conservative audience, he defended 
the hijab, promising not to allow 
the legacy of the Pahlavi regime to 
reappear; this was a reference to 
Reza Shah Pahlavi, the father of the 
late Shah of Iran Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi, who unveiled women by 
force in the 1930s. But among a dif-
ferent audience of elites, Rouhani 
asked, “is the way to promote chas-
tity through vans? We have no other 
way?” The reference was to how the 
morality police round up bad hijabs 
in vans and take them to local jails.

Fighting against patriarchal de-
mands for stricter enforcement of 
the	
�    hijab	
�    is	
�    an	
�    unofficial	
�    but	
�    steady	
�    
women’s movement that is expand-
ing its own demands. If in the past 

women’s rights and freedoms were 
defined	
�     as	
�     being	
�     able	
�     to	
�     vote	
�     or	
�    
having access to free media, now, 
as Tehran-based sociologist and 
women’s rights activist Noushin 
Ahmadi Khorasani explains, “one 
of the most important pillars of de-
mocracy is the non-interference in 
the private spheres of the citizens.” 
Ahmadi suggests that a lack of de-
mocracy in a society like Iran is due 
to the fact that the integrity of the 
private sphere “has not been recog-
nized.” The hijab—what one choos-
es	
�    to	
�    wear—is	
�    firmly	
�    in	
�    that	
�    sphere.

The enforced wearing of the hijab 
has been one of the most distin-
guishing characteristics of the Is-
lamic Republic and as such is one of 
its weightiest issues. In part, the ob-
session with the headscarf has to do 
with countering what is seen as the 
corruption of the former Western-
ized	
�    regime.	
�    Powerful	
�    figures	
�    in	
�    both	
�    
the government and the religious 
establishment also do not want Iran 
to currently open up to the West or 
Iranians to become Westernized, 
and they see the hijab as a bulwark 
against such trends. For these lead-
ers, the mandatory hijab is critical 

to retain the country’s “internal or-
der;” without it, they fear that they 
would completely lose control of 
women, who are already the major-
ity of students in Iran’s universi-
ties; such a situation, in their view, 
would create “chaos.” While there 
are more moderate members of the 
regime, like Rouhani, who do not at 
base approve of the broad and ex-
tensive restriction of women, their 
voices are, as seen with Rouhani, 
contradictory or muted.

This does not mean that things 
cannot ease or lessen in severity. 
Since 1979, many unwritten rules, 
such as chess playing, singing by 
women, and the expectation for 
men to grow a beard, have faded 
or completely disappeared. Even 
some laws once considered sacred 
have changed. In 1998, the law bar-
ring women from attending trials or 
holding positions in the judiciary 
was rescinded.

So far, though, rules concerning 
the hijab have remained in place, 
despite some shifts—both less and 
more restrictive—over time. Head-
scarf politics in Iran isn’t going any-
where soon.

Iran’s headscarf politics

Unveiled Iranian women who videotaped themselves dancing to Pharrell William’s 

global hit “Happy” were arrested for “hurting public chastity.”

SETYM International is a Canadian training and consultancy 
company that for over 26 years assists governments around the 
world in their efforts to enhance capacity of their various staff. 
We specialize in the delivery of workshops that focus on project 
management, public procurement and public governance and are 
developed mainly for the public sector and internationally 
funded development projects.  

For more information on the participation fees and on how to 
register please contact us at Setym@setym.com  

or at 1-514-939-2200. 
We look forward to welcoming you in Kuala Lumpur! 

2014 seminars in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
www.setym.com 

  
 

           
     

 
November 10, 2014 

      
 

Teaching Positions Available 
 
Exceed Language Center has positions open for Teachers of English as a Second or Foreign 
Language. Exceed is an independent institute with a mission to provide professional educational 
services and to contribute to the advancement of society. Since it was founded in 2007, it has 
become one of the largest English-language institutes in the country and expects continued growth. 
The institute operates on a large campus with various facilities, including a fully equipped 
multimedia lab, a TOEFL-iBT lab, and an academic resource center, all conducive to an exciting 
learning atmosphere. Exceed is seeking qualified candidates interested in joining a team-oriented 
organization with a strong curriculum and which supports instructor creativity and professional 
development.  
 
Qualifications 

! Education: Bachelor’s degree is desirable, preferably in English as a Second Language 
(ESL), TESOL, or Linguistics. CELTA certification is a plus. 

! Experience: A minimum of two years’ experience in teaching ESL is preferred.  
! Ability: Demonstrated ability to teach in a student-centered manner using the 

Communicative Approach and to establish a positive classroom-learning environment. 
! English Proficiency: A high level of English proficiency in all language skills is required; 

native English speakers will be given preference 
! Knowledge: Strong knowledge of English language teaching methodologies and techniques. 

 
Job Duties and Responsibilities 

! Teach English as a Second Language using communicative teaching methods.  
! Provide language reinforcement activities creatively and productively and establish high-

level student rapport and motivation. 
! Prepare lessons, assign and correct homework, and administer and grade quizzes and exams. 
! Select and develop supplementary activities to enhance the quality of learning. 
! Evaluate student progress in all language skills and work individually with students as 

needed, providing counseling and advice in support of the program goals.  
! Actively participate in workshops and staff meetings. 

 
Eligible candidates are asked to submit a cover letter and CV to Exceed, off Algiers Street near 
Sixty-Meter Road, or by e-mail to recruit@exceededucation.org. For further information and 
background, please consult the Exceed website: www.exceededucation.org or Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/ExceedEducation 
 
 

…for excellence in language education 
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Male, holds master degree in  4
English and ICDL in computer, 6 
year experience in teaching, 
available as a tutor or for any 
job that requires English. 
77758466, 736974711.
Nashwan Hasan, BA  4
Accountant, 7 years experience, 
seeks to work in an organization 
where English is essntial. 

771580509, 777228719
OSHA certified, with 20 years  4
Gulf exp. in oil & gas, variety of 
HSE, safety fields, including fire 
fighting, health and sfety, 2 
years Gulf exp. in construction.  
jmlsalem@yahoo.com
Teacher of math, physics and  4
chemistry in English seeks work 
at school. 735694439 
Male, bachelor’s degree in  4
English language, diploma in 

marketing & computer science, 
experienced as an operations 
officer, treasurer and teacher. 
Looking for any job that requires 
English. 777004207
Female, BA in Arabic literature,  4
very good written and spoken 
French/English, seeks work as a 
babysitter for a foreign family 
(Aden or Taiz). 737168816

Rainbow School is requesting  4
female teachers for Arabic, 
English and Maths, with no less 
than 3 years experience, to 
teach elementary grades. Fluent 
and non-accented English 
language is required. Contact: 
733811430, 733406194. Email: 
emma5565@yahoo.com 
Required, experienced  4
housemaid to work in Sana’a. 
She must be able to speak 
English. Send an email to 
ccaruso87@yahoo.com, 

mention your full name, 
nationality, contact teelphone, 
and how long you have been in 
Yemen.
A Yemeni government body  4
wishes to hire a full time media 
and PR person. Candidates 
must have experience in 
working with the media and 
presenting the authority in 
public. English is favorable. 
Applicants must send their CVs 
and cover letter to yasinsaif@
gmail.com 

A comfortable modern car is  4
available with its English-
speaking driver, for touring 
Sana’a. Call Hashim at 
736147911.
Two male Persian kittens for  4
sale. They are grey and white 
and two months old, each at 
100$. Serious buyers only. 
Contact: yteditor@gmail.com

Electricity problems  177, Emergency 
Police 199, Fire Brigade 191,Water 
Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, 
Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  
202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, 
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 
262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, 
Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  
Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 
7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030

Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544

Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901

Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451

        
CAR RENTALS

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 

207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671

Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo 
Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 

601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 

01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

Royal Crown Hotel & Suites 
01406661 406681

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500

Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
 

UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

RESTAURANTS
 

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
 417391
My Pie  431999

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433

Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 

370191/2 
                                               Fax  

370193
International Turkish Schools

 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKETS
 

Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-
English-French -German-Russian-Italian- 

Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-
Eriterea-Amharic.                                   

Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 

441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6

           
UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800

Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 

01-274439
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I t is now 60 years since stateless 
people received recognition in in-
ternational law, and the UN has 
two conventions (1954 and 1961) 
dedicated to their protection and 

the regularization of their situation. Yet an 
estimated ten million people worldwide 
still suffer the problems and indignities of 
having no nationality.

“It may be a bit of an understatement to 
say that these are the two least loved mul-
tilateral human rights treaties,” said Mark 
Manly, head of the UN Refugee Agency’s 
(UNHCR) statelessness unit. “For many 
years they were pretty much forgotten 
and that was in large part because they 
had no UN agency promoting them.” 

Manly has responsibility for the issue 
of statelessness, even though most state-
less people neither are, nor have ever 
been, refugees, and this week UNHCR 
launched an ambitious plan to try to end 
statelessness over the next ten years. 

The plan breaks down the issue into 
ten action points, addressing the main 
reasons why people end up stateless. 
Sometimes it’s because children were not 
registered at birth, or because discrimi-
natory laws prevent their mothers from 
passing on their own nationality. Some 
are the victims of ethnic discrimination 
by countries which refuse to recognize 
members of their community as citizens; 
others, especially in Eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union, have fallen down 
the cracks between countries, as it were, 
after boundaries were redrawn and states 
divided. 

In some of the world’s major situations 
of statelessness UNHCR is already in-
volved. In 1989 tens of thousands of black 
African	
�     Mauritanians	
�     fled	
�     to	
�     Senegal	
�     to	
�    
get away from murderous ethnic persecu-
tion. A large number of the refugees who 
came scrambling across the river border 
had no papers. Their Mauritanian identity 
cards	
�    had	
�    been	
�    confiscated	
�    or	
�    torn	
�    up	
�    by	
�    
members of the security forces or by their 
fellow citizens, who told them, “Tu n’est 
pas Maure; alors tu n’est pas Mauritani-
an” (You are not a Moor, an Arab, so you 
are not a Mauritanian).

Senegalese nationality law is gener-

ous, and allows them to apply for citizen-
ship	
�    after	
�    five	
�    years’	
�    residence,	
�    but	
�    many	
�    
have preferred to go home to Mauritania, 
assisted by UNHCR which supplied them 
with travel documents under an agree-
ment governing their return. But large 
numbers	
�    are	
�    now	
�    finding	
�     themselves	
�    ef-
fectively stateless. Manly told IRIN “what 
that agreement says, if I remember cor-
rectly, is that the nationality of the refu-
gees is ‘presumed’—they are presumed 
to be Mauritanian. However, many people 
have faced real problems in getting the 
documentation to prove that they really 
are Mauritanian, so there is clearly an is-
sue.” 

“Some 24,000 have returned,” adds 
Bronwen Manby, a consultant who has 
worked on this issue. “But the Maurita-
nian organizations are telling us that only 
about a third have got their documents. 
It’s the standard sort of situation,” she told 
IRIN, “where in principle, of course—but 
then documents were destroyed, and 
then	
�    they	
�    find	
�    that	
�    the	
�    name	
�    is	
�    Mohamed	
�    
with one ‘m’ instead of Mohammed with 
two ‘m’s, and then it’s in French and not in 
Arabic—there needs to be more pressure 
on the Mauritanian government to sort out 
the situation.”

Laws discriminating against women
In the Middle East a lot of statelessness 

is the result of laws discriminating against 
women, which only allow nationality to be 
passed through the father—a problem if 
the father is not there to register his child 
or is himself stateless. Laura van Waas, 
who runs the Statelessness Programme 
at Tilburg University, says it can have a 
devastating effect on all members of a 
family. 

“It’s not just the stateless child who is 
affected by this. It’s the mother, who has 
nationality, who feels guilty for whom she 
has chosen to marry. Her children are suf-
fering and she sees that as the result of 
her life choices. And it’s the young men 
who are perhaps the worst affected. This 
is seen as a women’s rights issue, but if 
you are a young women who couldn’t get 
nationality through your mother, in most 
of the countries we are looking at you can 
acquire nationality through your husband, 
and your children will take his national-
ity. But if you are a young stateless man, 
you can’t acquire nationality through mar-
riage, and because your children have to 
acquire their nationality through you, they 
will also be stateless.”

In countries like Lebanon, where ID 
cards	
�    were	
�    first	
�     introduced	
�    in	
�    the	
�    1920s,	
�    
but not everyone bothered to register, 
this kind of statelessness has persisted 
through several generations, resulting in 
whole families which, although Lebanese, 

are non-citizens, unable to travel, and with 
no access to state schooling or health 
care. It could be sorted out with a bit of 
goodwill, but as in many countries, politi-
cal considerations—in this case questions 
of religious and ethnic balance—mean 
goodwill may be in short supply.

In situations like that of Myanmar, 
where the government is so reluctant to 
accept the Muslim community in Rakh-
ine state as Burmese citizens, goodwill 
seems totally lacking. But elsewhere a lot 
can be done to reduce statelessness, with 
improvements to nationality laws, better 
coordination when states and boundaries 
change, simpler bureaucratic procedures, 
and a greater effort to make sure all chil-
dren get registered.

Attitudes changing?
Manly says he is seeing a real change of 
attitudes, with governments increasingly 
willing to ratify the conventions, enter into 
discussions on the issue, and make the 
necessary changes. 

“The taboo has now been broken,” he 
says. “Governments now increasingly 
accept that this is not purely an issue of 
their sovereign discretion, but that issues 
of statelessness are of legitimate concern 
for the international community... Govern-
ments have also perceived that it is not in 
their interests to have a very large disen-
franchised and frequently undocumented 
population in their territories... Ministries 
of the interior round the world don’t want 
to have tens or hundreds of thousands 
of people who are undocumented. They 
want to know who is in their territory, and 
to be able to control them.”

“In the past four years, more countries 
have acceded to the 1961 Convention on 
the Reduction of Statelessness than in 
the four decades following its adoption,” 
says the new UNHCR report. 

So the UNHCR is hopeful that their 

campaign can bring down the numbers of 
stateless people in areas like the Middle 
East and the former Soviet Union. 

But Bronwen Manby warns that in parts 
of Africa where she has worked, a push 
to regularize citizenship could actually in-
crease numbers elsewhere. “Nigeria, for 
instance, has a large number of people 
who are absolutely undocumented, but 
everybody somehow gets by, because 
that’s Nigeria. But it’s of concern in the 
context of increasing efforts to reduce the 

number of undocumented people for se-
curity reasons. Once you really start being 
strict about ID documents, all the people 
who have managed to get by with a bit of 
cash, or a bit of magouille, as they say 
in	
�    French,	
�    are	
�    going	
�    to	
�    find	
�    it	
�    much	
�    more	
�    
difficult	
�    to	
�    get	
�    an	
�    ID	
�    from	
�    somewhere,	
�    and	
�    
I think a problem of statelessness is going 
to be revealed which is already there but 
has	
�    never	
�    been	
�    identified.”

Republished with permission from IRIN.
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An ambitious plan to end statelessness

In the Middle East statelessness is often the result of laws 
discriminating against women, which only allow nationality to 
be passed through the father—a problem if the father is not 
there to register his child or is himself stateless.
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