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Mohammad Al-Qalisi

SANA’A Dec. 7—Armed Houthis 

VWRUPHG� WKH� ṘFHV� RI� +RGHLGD�
JRYHUQRU�� 6DNKHU� $O�:DMLK�� RQ�
6XQGD\�� IRUFLQJ� KLP� WR� KDYH� D�
FORVHG�GRRU� PHHWLQJ�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
D� OHWWHU� VHQW� E\� :DMLK� WR� <HPHQ¶V�
3DUOLDPHQW� DQG� WKH� 2̇FH� RI� WKH�
6SHDNHU� RI� 3DUOLDPHQW�� GDWHG� 'HF��
���������
7KH�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�JRYHUQRU¶V�ṘFH�

LQ� +RGHLGD�� $NUDP� $O�+DMDUL�� WROG�
WKH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� WKDW�� ³VL[� DUPHG�
+RXWKLV�HQWHUHG�WKH�JRYHUQRU¶V�ṘFH�
DQG� IRUFHG� WKH� JRYHUQRU� WR� KDYH� D�
FORVHG�GRRU�PHHWLQJ�RQ�6XQGD\�́ �$O�
+DMDUL� ZRXOG� QRW� FRPPHQW� IXUWKHU�
RQ� HYHQWV�� VD\LQJ� ³,� FDQ¶W� FRPPHQW�
RQ�ZKDW�WRRN�SODFH�LQVLGH�EHFDXVH�,�
ZDV�QRW�LQ�WKH�PHHWLQJ�́
,Q� WKH� OHWWHU� :DMLK� VHQW� WR� WKH�

SDUOLDPHQW��KH�WKUHDWHQHG�WR�UHVLJQ�
LI�3UHVLGHQW�+DGL�GLG�QRW�SHUVRQDOO\�
intervene to get the Houthis to 

ZLWKGUDZ�WKH�GHPDQGV�PDGH�GXULQJ�
WKH�PHHWLQJ��ZKLFK�KH�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�
³LOOHJDO�́
:DMLK¶V� OHWWHU� ZDV� DOOHJHGO\�

SUHFHGHG� E\� DQ� XQGDWHG� OHWWHU� VHQW�
WR� KLP� E\� WKH� VR�FDOOHG� FKDLUPDQ�
RI� WKH� +RXWKL¶V� ³5HYROXWLRQDU\�
&RXQFLO�́ � $KPHG� +DVVDQ� $O�-DPDL�
DQG� 0RKDPPDG� $O�+XVVHLQL��
DQ� ṘFLDO� ZLWKLQ� WKH� FRXQFLO��

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� ERWK� OHWWHUV�� ZKLFK�
WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�KDV�UHYLHZHG��WKH�
+RXWKLV�PDGH�QLQH�GHPDQGV�GXULQJ�
WKH� PHHWLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� JRYHUQRU��
7KHVH�LQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKH�VDODULHV�DQG�
OLYLQJ� H[SHQVHV� RI� ������ PHPEHUV�
RI� +RXWKL� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� EH�
WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH�VWDWH�SD\UROO��DQG�
WKDW�WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH¶V�KLJK�ṘFH�DQG�
VHFXULW\� IRUFHV� ZRUN� ZLWK� +RXWKL�
SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� LQ� DOO� PDWWHUV�
UHODWHG�WR�VHFXULW\�
7KH� +RXWKLV� IXUWKHU� GHPDQGHG�

WKDW� WKH� JRYHUQRU� QRW� PDNH�
DQ\� ¿QDQFLDO� RU� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�
GHFLVLRQV� ZLWKRXW� ¿UVW� FRQVXOWLQJ�
ZLWK� +RXWKL� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV��
DQG� WKDW� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� EH�
SURYLGHG� ṘFHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�
JRYHUQRUDWH� WR� KHOS� PDLQWDLQ�
VHFXULW\�� $QRWKHU� UHTXHVW� ZDV� WKDW�
DOO� SROLWLFDO� DSSRLQWPHQWV� ZLWKLQ�
WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH�PDGH�DIWHU�6HSW�����
EH�DQQXOOHG���
0RKDPPDG� $O�%XNKDLWL�� D�

PHPEHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO�
2̇FH� LQ�6DQD¶D�� VDLG� WKDW�KH�KHDUG�
DERXW� WKH� HYHQWV� LQ� +RGHLGD�� � EXW�
GRXEWHG� WKH� DFFXUDF\� RI� DFFRXQWV�
WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�SXEOLF��+H�VDLG�
KH� FRXOG� QRW� IXUWKHU� FRPPHQW� RQ�
ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�+RGHLGD�
0DKPRXG� $O�-XQDLG�� DQRWKHU�

PHPEHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO�
2̇FH�� GHQLHG� WKH� DFFXUDF\� RI� WKH�

FODLPV�EHLQJ�PDGH�E\� WKH�JRYHUQRU�
DQG� RWKHUV�� EXW� DFNQRZOHGJHG� WKDW�
+RXWKLV� KDG� HQWHUHG� WKH� EXLOGLQJ�
LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� JRYHUQRU¶V� ṘFH� LV�
ORFDWHG�� ³$UPHG� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH�
+RXWKL�SRSXODU�FRPPLWWHHV�HQWHUHG�

WKH� ṘFH� RI� WKH� JRYHUQRU� LQ� RUGHU�
WR� PRQLWRU� KLV� SHUIRUPDQFH� DQG�
FRPEDW� FRUUXSWLRQ±DV� WKH\� KDYH�
GRQH�LQ�RWKHU�JRYHUQPHQW�EXLOGLQJV�
LQ� +RGHLGD�́ � /LNH� $O�%XNKDLWL��
$O�-XQDLG� ZRXOG� QRW� FRPPHQW� RQ�

WKH� OHWWHU� VHQW� WR� WKH� JRYHUQRU� E\�
PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� SRSXODU�
FRPPLWWHHV��RU�WKHLU�GHPDQGV���
+RGHLGD� FLW\� KDV� EHHQ� XQGHU�

+RXWKL�FRQWURO�VLQFH�2FW������+RXWKL�
SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� KDYH� VHW� XS�

FKHFNSRLQWV� LQVLGH� DQG� DURXQG�
+RGHLGD� FLW\�� 6DNKHU� $O�:DMLK�
VHUYHG� DV�PLQLVWHU� RI� ¿QDQFH� VLQFH�
-DQ�� ��� ������ DQG� ZDV� DSSRLQWHG�
JRYHUQRU� RI� +RGHLGD� RQ� -XQH� ��� RI�
WKLV�\HDU�
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SANA’A, Dec. �²)LYH�LPSURYLVHG�
H[SORVLYH�GHYLFHV��,('V��GHWRQDWHG�
LQ� VHYHUDO� DUHDV� LQ� 6DQD¶D� RQ�
0RQGD\�PRUQLQJ�� LQMXULQJ� D� WRWDO�
RI� HLJKW� SHRSOH�� WKUHH� � RI� ZKRP�
UHPDLQHG�LQ�FULWLFDO�FRQGLWLRQ�DV�RI�
0RQGD\�QLJKW��
7KH� DWWDFNV�ZHUH� FRQ¿UPHG� WKH�

VDPH�GD\� LQ� D� VWDWHPHQW�PDGH� E\�
VHFXULW\� GLUHFWRU� RI� WKH� &DSLWDO�
6HFUHWDULDW�� %ULJDGLHU� &RORQHO�
$EGXO� 5D]D� $O�0XZDLG�� RQ� WKH�
0LQLVWU\� RI�'HIHQVH¶V�ZHEVLWH�� $O�
0XZDLG� VDLG� WKDW� WZR� RWKHU� ,('V�
KDG� EHHQ� GHDFWLYDWHG� DQG� WKDW�
RQJRLQJ�VHDUFKHV�ZHUH�WDNLQJ�SODFH�
WR�ORRN�IRU�RWKHU�SRWHQWLDO�ERPEV��
0RKDPPDG� +L]DP�� GHSXW\�

PDQDJHU� RI� 3XEOLF� 5HODWLRQV� IRU�
WKH�0LQLVWU\� RI� ,QWHULRU�� VDLG� WKDW�
WKH�PLQLVWU\�KDG�QRW�\HW�FRQ¿UPHG�
WKH� LGHQWLW\� RI� WKH�SHUSHWUDWRUV� RI�
WKH�DWWDFNV��EXW�WKDW�WKH\�ERUH�WKH�
¿QJHUSULQWV� RI� $O�4DHGD� LQ� WKH�
$UDELDQ� 3HQLQVXOD� �$4$3��� $V�
WKH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� ZHQW� WR� SUHVV�
0RQGD\� HYHQLQJ�� $4$3� KDG� QRW�
\HW� ṘFLDOO\� WDNHQ� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
IRU� DQ\� RI� WKH� DWWDFNV�� $O�%DWDU�
$O�<HPHQL��ZKR� LGHQWL¿HG� KLPVHOI�
DV� D� PHPEHU� RI� $4$3�� FODLPHG�
LQ� DQ� LQWHUYLHZ� ZLWK� WKH� <HPHQ�
7LPHV� WKDW� WKH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� ZDV�
UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� 0RQGD\¶V� DWWDFNV��
+RZHYHU�� WKH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� FRXOG�
QRW� LQGHSHQGHQWO\� YHULI\� KLV�
LGHQWLW\��
7ZR� ,('V� H[SORGHG� LQ� $O�

.KDLUDQ� QHLJKERUKRRG� RI� 6DQD¶D¶V�
6KD¶XE�GLVWULFW��WDUJHWLQJ�WKH�KRXVH�
RI� 6KHLNK� $EGXO� +DPHG� 'KDLI�
$OODK��D�ORFDO�FDUSHQWHU�ZKR�RSHQO\�
UHIHUV� WR� KLPVHOI� DV� D� +RXWKL�
VXSSRUWHU��
7KH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� ZHQW� WR� WKH�

VLWH� RI� WKH� H[SORVLRQV� DQG� VSRNH�
ZLWK� 'KDLI� $OODK�� ³7KH� ¿UVW� ,('�
H[SORGHG�DW������D�P�� DQG� FDXVHG�
GDPDJH� WR� WKH� KRXVH�́ � KH� VDLG��
³7KDQNIXOO\�� QR� RQH�ZDV� LQMXUHG�́ �
KH� DGGHG�� 7ZHQW\� PLQXWHV� ODWHU��
DIWHU�UHVLGHQWV�KDG�JDWKHUHG�DW�WKH�

VLWH�RI� WKH� H[SORVLRQ�� DQRWKHU� ,('�
DWWDFKHG� WR� WKH� ERWWRP� RI� D� FDU�
SDUNHG�LQ�IURQW�RI�'DLI�$OODK¶V�KRXVH�
ZHQW� R̆�� KH� VDLG�� (LJKW� UHVLGHQWV�
ZHUH� LQMXUHG� LQ� WKH� VHFRQG� EODVW�
DQG�UXVKHG�WR�WKH�*HQHUDO�0LOLWDU\�
+RVSLWDO� ORFDWHG� VHYHUDO� KXQGUHG�
PHWHUV�DZD\� IURP� WKH�KRXVH�� ³,¶P�
QRW�D�PHPEHU�RI�$QVDU�$OODK� >WKH�
+RXWKLV@�� EXW� ,� GR� VXSSRUW� WKHP�́ �
KH�VDLG��
7KH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� YLVLWHG� WKH�

PLOLWDU\� KRVSLWDO� KROGLQJ� WKH�
LQMXUHG��+RVSLWDO� VWD̆�GHFOLQHG� WR�
FRPPHQW�RQ�WKH�LQMXULHV���
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� $EGXOUDKPDQ�

0RKDPPDG� $O�:DMLK�� D� UHVLGHQW�
LQ�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�� WKUHH�SHRSOH�
ZHUH� LQ� FULWLFDO� FRQGLWLRQ�� 7KH\�
LQFOXGHG� $GHO� $O�7RZTL�� $OL� $O�
7KDZU�� DQG� 0RKDPPDG� $O�
-DUPRX]L��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$O�:DMLK��
)DLVDO�$O�'KLE��DQ�ṘFHU�ZLWKLQ�

WKH� &DSLWDO� 6HFUHWDULDW¶V� &ULPLQDO�
,QYHVWLJDWLRQ� %XUHDX�� UHIXVHG� WR�
FRPPHQW�RQ�WKH�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�FDVH�
EXW� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�
ZHUH� XQGHUZD\�� ³:H� KDYH� QR�
HYLGHQFH�DV�RI�QRZ��EXW�LW�ZDV�OLNHO\�
$4$3� EHKLQG� WKHVH� DWWDFNV�́ � KH�
VDLG��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� $O�'KLE�� D� WKLUG�

,('�H[SORGHG�LQ�WKH�JDUGHQ�RI�ORFDO�
+RXWKL�OHDGHU�$EGXOODK�$O�6KDUD¿�
LQ�6DQD¶D¶V�+DVDED�GLVWULFW��VHYHUDO�
PLQXWHV� DIWHU� WKH� H[SORVLRQ� LQ�
IURQW�RI�'KDLI�$OODK¶V�KRPH��1R�RQH�
ZDV� LQMXUHG�LQ�WKH�DWWDFN��KH�VDLG��
7KLV� ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� E\� +RVVHLQ�
$O�%RNKDLWL�� D� SURPLQHQW� +RXWKL�
PHPEHU� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� ZKR� DOVR� VDLG�
WKDW� QR� FDVXDOWLHV� UHVXOWHG� IURP�
WKDW�DWWDFN�����
7ZR�IXUWKHU�,('V�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�

H[SORGHG� RQ� 0RQGD\� PRUQLQJ�
LQ� WKH� $O�6D\DK� QHLJKERUKRRG�
RI� 6DQD¶D¶V� 6KD¶XE� GLVWULFW� DW� WKH�
LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI�6KHUDWRQ�DQG�0DULE�
6WUHHWV��1R�RQH�ZDV�LQMXUHG�LQ�WKH�
DWWDFN��
0RKDPPDG� $O�%XNKDLWL�� D�

PHPEHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO�
2̇FH�� EODPHG� $4$3� IRU� WKH�
DWWDFNV�� ³$4$3� PHPEHUV�
RUFKHVWUDWHG�WKHVH�DWWDFNV�́

Governor of Hodeida threatens to resign after 

+RXWKLV�VWRUP�KLV�ṘFH

Five IEDs explode in Sana’a 

Eight people were injured during Monday’s attacks. Three remain in critical condition, according to residents. 
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1 attack, 2 

interpretations 

Khalid Al-Karimi
 

SANA'A, Dec. 8—Two people 
were killed and three were injured 
during an attack outside Sam Ho-
tel in the Tahrir area of the capital 
on Sunday. 

Injured in the attack was Sheikh 
Saghir bin Aziz, a member of par-
liament and the General People’s 
Congress (GPC) who is from 
Sa’ada governorate and is known 
for his opposition to the Houthi 
movement. 

Aziz was in town to attend the 
funeral ceremony of another tribal 
sheikh from Sa’ada, Qaed Al-Sims-
mi. A source close to Aziz told the 
Yemen Times on condition of ano-
nymity that armed men opened 
¿UH� RQ� $]L]� DQG� KLV� ERG\JXDUGV��

“when leaving the hotel at around 
3:30 p.m.” 

Aziz has been in the intensive 
care unit at the Yemen-German 
Hospital since Sunday. 

Khalid Ahmad, who works in 
a shop next to the hotel, told the 
Yemen Times that he saw the 
members of Houthi popular com-
mittees entering Tahrir area im-
mediately after the shooting. “The 
popular committees acted as the 
security authority and took the 
injured men to the hospital,” said 
Ahmad. 

A source at the Ministry of In-
terior, who declined to be named, 
FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� $]L]� ZDV� LQMXUHG�
during the attack. When asked 
about current investigations, he 
said that, “The [Houthi] popular 
committees are in charge of this 
case.”

Immediately after the incident, 
local media reports claimed the at-
tack was an assassination attempt 

on Sheikh Saghir bin Aziz.
However, according to Hossein 

Al-Bokhaiti, a prominent Houthi 
activist, the attack was a revenge 
killing targeting one of Aziz’s 
bodyguards. 

 “Ahmad bin Ahmad Abu Duk-
huna, a guard of Sheikh Moham-
mad bin Haidar—who was also 
present at the funeral—spotted 
his father’s killer, Hadi bin Ahmad 
Dadan. In an attempt to revenge 
his father’s murder, the guard 
RSHQHG�¿UH��NLOOLQJ�'DGDQ�DQG�LQ-
juring Aziz,” Al-Bokhaiti claimed.

“The popular committees were 
quick to arrive at the scene,” he 
added.  
$O�%RNKDLWL� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� WZR�

were killed in the attack and three 
were injured.

Mohammad Al-Hatami, the 
head of the Jamal Jameel police 
station in Tahrir, emphasized that 
the popular committees did not 
act on their own but in coopera-

tion with the police when arresting 
³WKRVH�ZKR�RSHQHG�¿UH�´�6XVSHFWV�
are currently held in custody, Al-
Hatami said, declining to specify 
in which facility they are being 
held. 

The GPC’s General Secretariat 
held a meeting on Sunday, de-
nouncing what it described as an 
“assassination attempt” on the 
party’s member, Aziz. 

“This assassination attempt is 
in line with the systematic target-
LQJ� RI� OHDGLQJ� *3&� ¿JXUHV�´� UHDG�
a statement by the GPC’s General 
Secretariat that was presented 
during the meeting. The statement 
further declared that the GPC 
holds the state responsible for the 
country’s lax security situation. 

On Monday, former President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh visited Aziz in 
the Yemen-German Hospital, an-
nouncing that Aziz would be sent 
abroad for treatment and wishing 
him a speedy recovery.

Number dead at sea 

in 2014 exceeds prior 

two years combined

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Dec. 7—A boat carrying 
70 African migrants capsized in the 
5HG�6HD�RQ�6DWXUGD\�R̆�WKH�0RFKD�
coastline of Taiz governorate, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Interior. 
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 
says that between 18 and 21 bodies 
have so far been recovered.

The Ethiopian embassy gave dif-
ferent numbers, claiming 60 mi-
grants on board the boat, which 
it says contained nationals from 
Somalia, Djibouti and Ethiopia. 

Eighteen drowned, according to 
Birhane Meskal Kihisen, a member 
of the Diaspora Engagement Af-
fairs Department at the Ethiopian 
embassy. 

An anonymous local security 
source in Mocha district told the 
Ministry of Interior’s website on 
Sunday that a boat with migrants, 
which came from the Horn of Af-
rica, capsized on Saturday due to 
bad weather conditions and rough 
seas.

Zaid Alalaya, a senior public in-
IRUPDWLRQ� ṘFHU� DW� 81+&5� WROG�
the Yemen Times that the bodies of 
the migrants on board were recov-
ered in a joint rescue mission by 
the UNHCR, Yemeni coast guards, 
and the Society for Humanitarian 
Solidarity (SHS). SHS is a local 
organization that was established 

in 1995 in Shabwa governorate to 
provide charitable and humanitar-
ian work, including refugee relief.

According to Shuja Mahdi, chief 
of the Coast Guard Operations De-
partment in Mocha, “Coast guards 
are not responsible for rescuing il-
legal immigrants, but we perform 
our humanitarian duty towards 
them. Whenever we recover their 
bodies or arrest them we deliver 
them to the UNHCR.” 

On its website, the Ministry of 
,QWHULRU�LGHQWL¿HG�WKH�RZQHU�RI�WKH�
boat as Ahmad Salim Al-Hilali and 
said that actions are being taken to 
apprehend him. 

A UNHCR report said that 
65,000 migrants travelled to Ye-
men’s shores in 2013. On March 
9, 2014, 44 African migrants 
GURZQHG� LQ� WKH� $UDELDQ� 6HD� R̆�

the coast of Shabwa governor-
ate. Twelve died in April. In May, 
���PLJUDQWV�GURZQHG�R̆�<HPHQ¶V�
coast, in June 62 people died, and 
64 drowned in October.

“This year, more than 240 Afri-
FDQ� PLJUDQWV� >KDYH@� GURZQHG� R̆�
the Yemeni coast, which is more 
than the number of migrants who 
drowned in 2012 and 2013 com-
bined,” said Alalaya.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Dec. 7—A soldier was 
killed and another injured in 
clashes between Special Security 
Forces, the 201st Mechanized Bri-
gade, and alleged members of Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP) in Al-Hawta city, the capi-
tal of Lahj governorate.

“The clashes began Sunday at 
8:00 a.m. and ended at 10:00 a.m. 
in Al-Hawta city near the gover-
norate’s government compound,” 
according to Bassam Al-Zuraiqi, 
the spokesperson for Lahj gov-
ernorate, located 337 kilometers 
south east Sana’a city.
$EGXOZDOL� $O�*KD]L�� DQ� ṘFHU�

in the Lahj Security Operations 
Department, added that light and 
medium weaponry, such as RGPs, 
Dushkas, and other machine guns, 
were used. “A soldier was killed 
and another was injured, while a 
group of armed men was arrested 
during the clashes,” Al-Ghazi said.

Al-Zuraiqi accuses alleged 
$4$3� ¿JKWHUV�� DQG� WKHLU� DWWDFN�
on government institutions in Al-
Hawta city on Saturday night, for 
KDYLQJ� WULJJHUHG� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ� RQ�
Sunday. “Armed Ansar Al-Sharia 
[AQAP] members are the ones 
who started the clashes. They 
¿UHG� DW� VWDWH� LQVWLWXWLRQV�� VXFK� DV�
WKH� SRVW� ṘFH�� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW¶V�

security administration, and the 
government compound.” These 
attacks, Al-Zuraiqi said, triggered 
the response of the Special Secu-
rity Forces and the 201st Mecha-
nized Brigade.

Fighting did not only take place 
around government institutions 
scattered throughout Al-Hawta 
city, but also in Duba neighbor-
hood, where alleged Al-Qaeda 
¿JKWHUV�DPEXVKHG�DQG�$O�=XUDLTL�
claims they tried to kill Marzuq 
Al-Saidi, the commander of the 
201st Mechanized Brigade. It was 
in Al-Duba neighborhood that one 
soldier was killed and another in-
jured. 

After the interrogation of a large 
number of men present at the 
VFHQH� RI� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ�� WKH� QXPEHU�
of suspects was reduced to a few 
PHQ��³RQH�RI�ZKLFK�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�
to be an Ansar Al-Sharia member,” 
said Al-Ghazi. He did not specify 
how many men were detained.

According to Al-Ghazi, Al-Haw-
ta city is witnessing an increased 
presence of armed men, whom he 
accuses of being AQAP members, 
since Friday. Al-Ghazi and Al-
Zuraiqi based their accusations on 
the appearance of armed men, who 
they say are bearded and occasion-
DOO\�GLVSOD\�WKH�$O�4DHGD�ÀDJ��
$� VHOI�LGHQWL¿HG�$4$3�PHPEHU�

told the Yemen Times that Al-Qae-

da was involved in the clashes. 
“We are heavily deployed in 

Lahj governorate and the clashes 
were against pro-Houthi security 
forces,” the source said. The Ye-
men Times was not able to inde-
SHQGHQWO\�FRQ¿UP�WKDW�WKH�VRXUFH�
is in fact part of AQAP. 

The main streets in Al-Hawta 
city remained closed by security 
forces until Sunday afternoon, and 
many citizens stayed at home that 
GD\�LQ�IHDU�RI�UHQHZHG�¿JKWLQJ��DF-
cording to Al-Zuraiqi.

Mohammad Yahya Al-Radfani, a 
resident in Al-Hawta city, said that 
ORFDOV�DUH�DIUDLG�WKDW�¿JKWLQJ�PLJKW�
escalate, as it did in Al-Baida, Ibb, 
and Hodeida governorates.

“We see armed Al-Qaeda mem-
bers in the early morning and 
sometimes at night. This presence 
of Al-Qaeda concerns people who 
fear clashes between Al-Qaeda and 
security forces,” Al-Radfani said. 

  Al-Hawta has experienced at-
tacks by alleged AQAP members 
in the past. On Aug. 9 armed men, 
VXVSHFWHG� RI� EHLQJ� $4$3� ¿JKW-
ers, carried out simultaneous at-
tacks on the city’s Special Security 
Forces headquarters, Political Se-
curity Bureau, and the govern-
ment compound. Following the at-
tack, security forces were deployed 
throughout the city and the situa-
tion temporarily calmed.

Political assassination attempt or 

revenge killing?

$QRWKHU�ERDW�WUDJHG\�R̆�
Yemeni coast

Al-Qaeda spreads to

Al-Hawta, Lahj 

IN BRIEF
Five suspects arrested in 
case of Adnan Al-Madani
Sana’a Dec. 8—Police and 
members of the Criminal 
Investigation Bureau within 
the Ministry of Interior arrested 
¿YH� LQGLYLGXDOV� RQ� 6XQGD\� DQG�
Monday suspected of involvement 
in the case of Adnan Al-Madani, 
PHGLD� RI¿FHU� ZLWKLQ� WKH� 0LQLVWU\�
of Electricity employees union. On 
6HSW�� �� RI� WKLV� \HDU�� XQLGHQWL¿HG�
assailants threw acid in Al-
Madani’s face as he was returning 
home from work, in the Al-Jaraf 
neighborhood of Sana’a.

Mohammad Hizam, deputy 
chairman of Public Relations 
within the Ministry of Interior, said 
that the main suspect, along with 
four individuals considered to be 
accessories to the crime, were 
being processed, and that the 
ministry was still looking for other 
suspects. 

Al-Madani was transferred to 
Germany to receive treatment 
in mid October after doctors in 
Jordan could not treat his “critical 
condition,” according to relatives of 
Al-Madani. At the time of the attack, 
Al-Madani was one of the leaders 
of a popular campaign collecting 
signatures in protest of repeated 
blackouts throughout Yemen 
known as, “The Government is 
lit up, while the people remain 
extinguished,” established in June 
2013. 

Partial Strike held in Aden City
Sana’a, Dec. 8—A number of 
stores and shops in Aden city 
participated in a partial strike 
on Monday as part of a civil 
disobedience campaign called for 
by Southern Movement leaders in 
Al-Aroodh Square on Sunday.  

The strike lasted between 
6:00a.m. and 1:00p.m., and took 
place mostly in the Adeni districts 

of Khour Makasar, Al-Mu’ala and 
Crater City. 

Radfan Al-Dubais, journalist and 
prominent Southern Movement 
member, said that the strike was 
the latest in a series of escalations 
undertaken by the Southern 
Movement since Nov. 30, the 
GD\� LWV�PHPEHUV�FDOOHG� IRU�RI¿FLDO�
separation from the north. 

<HPHQL�FDELQHW�LGHQWL¿HV���
challenges to address during its 
WHUP�LQ�RI¿FH
Sana’a, Dec. 8—Prime Minister 
Bahah and other members of 
the Cabinet, held in a meeting 
in Yemen’s Parliament on 
Monday, discussing eight primary 
challenges the cabinet would seek 
WR�DGGUHVV�GXULQJ�LWV�WHUP�LQ�RI¿FH��

These included implementing 
the NDC outcomes, addressing 
lawlessness and instability, 
combating poverty and 
unemployment, improving the 
poor performance of the economy, 
increasing crude oil production, 
strengthening the government’s 
institutions and institutional 
infrastructure, and improving 
the quality of basic facilities and 
services, most notably education, 
health, electricity, water and roads. 

Bahah stated that these 
FKDOOHQJHV� ZHUH� LGHQWL¿HG� EDVHG�
on the criteria put forth by the 
Gulf Initiative, the NDC outcomes 
and the Peace and National 
Partnership Agreement. 

During the session, students 
protesting the policies of the 
Ministry of Education held a sit-in 
outside of the Parliament building. 
The students were valedictorians 
of Yemeni universities who had not 
been provided jobs at university 
upon graduation, in violation of 
a presidential decree passed by 
former President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh in 2007.



Mohammad Al-Khayat

A s the saying goes, the 
pen is mightier than 
the sword. During 
the 2011 uprising, art 
played a major role in 

helping to mobilize crowds and in-
spire protestors. It wasn’t uncom-
mon to see singers and poets per-
forming in the squares of Yemen’s 
various cities. As Yemen’s political 
transition enters into its next stage, 
many artists have begun to produce 
political poems and songs oppos-
ing the Houthi Shia movement. The 
Houthis, also known as Ansar Al-
lah, took over the capital Sana’a on 
Sept. 21

Mujali Al-Qubaisi is one of Ye-
men’s revolutionary singers who 
became famous locally performing 
in Sana’a’s squares during the 2011 
uprising. He has recently begun at-
tacking Houthis openly in his mu-
sic, which is shared online by his 
supporters and fans. One such re-
cent song goes as follows: 

Allah is great, said our people 
Death to Al-Houthi and his 

followers
The people of falsehood, de-

ception and lies 
They are the source of Poly-

theism, of all its kinds
They’re the cause of the prob-

lems, and all the plagues
Of the loss and devastation of 

the people

Al-Qubaisi refused to comment 
in detail on his poems and songs, 
which have become viral through-

out Yemen on YouTube and Face-
book. 

Social media plays a central role 
in the spread of artistic forms of an-
ti-Houthi criticism. A recent online 
campaign, simply titled, “Artists 
Against Houthis,” has both a Face-
book page and Youtube Channel 
which bear the campaign’s name. 
They have collected thousands of 
likes and subscribers since Sept. 21.

In addition to posting and pro-
moting songs that are virulently an-

ti-Houthi, the websites also act as a 
general forum for activists to post 
short skits, videos and clips that 
discredit Houthis in various ways. 

One song posted on the page, 
which is part of a musical series 
sponsored by the campaign en-
titled, “oh ya Sana’a, the betrayed,” 
is called, “false slogan.” The song 
does not shy away from blatant ref-
erences to Yemeni politics and the 
Houthis’ alleged trickery and ma-
neuvering behind the scenes. 

[They say] “Death to Ameri-
ca, Death to Israel,”

But murder in Sana’a is ongo-
ing and costs them nothing,

They commit robbery, from 
house to house,

Using the 1st Division as an 
excuse,

The Houthis and the deposed 
[Ali Abdullah Saleh]

Are the ones behind it all….

Islam Saif, a 19-year-old student 
at Sana’a University, opposes the 
Houthis and listens to music con-
demning them and their recent 
power grab. “Residents are tired 
of seeing armed Houthis patrolling 
WKH�VWUHHWV�´�KH�VDLG��³7KH\�MXVWL¿HG�
WKHLU�VSUHDG�VD\LQJ�WKH\�ZRXOG�¿JKW�
corruption, but they haven’t done 
anything regarding this matter. In-
stead they’ve taken over mosques 
and killed innocent people, that’s 
why musicians are standing up to 
them.” 

One of Saif’s favorite anti-Houthi 
songs, he says, is a recent parody of a 
Morrocan song performed by Sa’ad 
Lamjarad called, “What’s wrong 
with my baby?” The anti-Houthi 
version is called, “What’s wrong 
with the Houthis?” Like many other 
anti-Houthi songs, its creators re-
main anonymous. The song’s lyrics 
detail what the song’s producers de-
scribe as the lies and hypocrisy that 
surrounded the Houthi takeover of 
Sana’a and other governorates be-
ginning on Sept. 21. 

What’s wrong with the 
Houthis?

Did he forget what he said to 
us?

That, “I care about my coun-
try and its people

And sympathize with their 
struggle”

Today he kills and terrorizes,
In the streets and burglar-

izes, 
There’s nothing left that they 

haven’t already taken
but he won’t be around for 

long…

While many videos of the satirical 
song can be found on the “Artists 
Against Houthis” Youtube Channel, 
one strikes particular attention. 
Men dancing the internationally 
known “Gangnam Style” dance to 
Moroccan music and Yemeni lyrics 
provide a curious but well-rounded 
international picture. 

General Fear of Houthis

Those who participate in the pro-
duction of Houthi-critical art, com-
SODLQ� WKH\� ¿QG� WKHPVHOYHV� XQGHU�

tight scrutiny from the movement. 
“How are artists supposed to ex-

press themselves and be critical of 
society if those they criticize are 
violent?” said Safwan Al-Salahi, a 
popular Yemeni singer and man-
ager of a local music studio in 
Sana’a. Originally a child star who 
rose to fame along with his brother, 
Ibrahim Al-Salahi, Safwan is now 
a member of the locally known en-
semble “Art and Belief.” The musi-
FDO�JURXS�LV�D�NQRZQ�ḊOLDWH�RI�WKH�
Islah political party, which has long 
found itself at odds with the Houthi 
Shia movement.  “Since taking the 
capital, the Houthis have imposed 
all kinds of restrictions on poets, 
artists and singers in Yemen,” he 
said. “We as a community are suf-
fering.” 

When asked for examples, Al-
Salahi responds, “Everyone re-
members the case of Nabil Al-Amu-
sh.” 

Nabil Al-Amush was a well-
known local cover band performer 
in Amran governorate, who has 
made several appearances on Ye-
meni television programs, and was 
known to perform at weddings, ac-
cording Akram Aqabat, a local free-
lance journalist based in Amran.

Although he was not political, 
Aqabat said that following the 
Houthi takeover of the Amran gov-
ernorate in June 2014, Al-Amush 
ZDV�DUUHVWHG��+RXWKL�¿JKWHUV�DOOHJ-
edly stormed a wedding at which 
Al-Amush was performing and ar-
rested him. 

“He was held at the Amran 
Sports Stadium, which the Houthis 
had been using as a prison, for 17 
hours” he said. “He was held there 
and released only after signing an 
agreement promising to never per-
form in Amran again.”

The Yemen Times called local 
Houthi sources in Amran, who 
would not comment on the is-
sue and instead referred the Ye-

men Times to the organization’s 
national leadership. When asked, 
Muhammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
ber of the Houthi national politi-
FDO�ṘFH��FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH�LQFLGHQW�
ZDV�QRW�UHÀHFWLYH�RI�WKH�SROLFLHV�RI�
the Houthi movement as a whole. 
,QVWHDG�� LW�PHUHO\�UHÀHFWHG�WKH�EH-
havior and actions of a few of the 
movement’s members. “Those who 
arrested Al-Amush may have been 
Houthis, but that doesn’t mean the 
arrest order came from the organi-
zation’s leadership,” he said. 

“Admittedly, there are Houthis 
ZKR� ¿QG�PXVLF� LQ� JHQHUDO� WR� EH� D�
violation of Islamic law,” he said. 
“However their numbers are few.” 
In further proving is point, Al-
Bukhaiti referred to the Firqa Ansar 
Allah. “We have our own band, An-

sar Allah, named after the organiza-
tion, that performs pro-Houthi mu-
sic. Isn’t that evidence enough that 
we have no problem with music?”

In light of the targeting of art-
ists such as Al-Amush, many artists 
who produce politically charged 
music that is critical of the Houthis 
have chosen to remain anonymous. 
“Although many anti-Houthi songs 
have become popular recently, 
those who write and produce the 
songs rarely make their names 
public, for fear that they might be 
targeted as well,” says Al-Salahi. 
“All political and religious groups 
should uphold the right to free-
dom of speech, in accordance with 
the outcomes of the National Dia-
logue Conference [NDC], which 
was signed by all of Yemen’s po-
litical parties,” he points out. “The 
Houthis haven’t [upheld] this.”

Bukhaiti disclaims Al-Salahi’s ac-
cusations, saying the movement is 
open to criticism by all artists and 
musicians. “We welcome construc-
tive criticism,” he said. “We consid-
er it to be a mirror through which 
ZH�FDQ�UHÀHFW�RQ�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�LP-
prove our behavior.”

3Report9 December, 2014

B U S I N E S S

FOR PEACE

AWA R D

The art of opposing the Houthis:

Increasing popularity of satirical 

songs and poems 

Yemenis dance the viral “Gangnam Style” dance to a Morroccan song with altered lyrics that poke fun at the 

Houthis. 
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T  
he Autma region, 

located in Yemen’s 

Dhamar governorate, 

has long been known 

for its luscious plant 

life and historical landmarks. But 

its natural beauty is under threat, 

and those responsible for protect-

ing it say they are already stretched 

too thin.  

Home to a number of ancient 

castles and fortresses, the area has 

long been a center for eco tourists 

and hailed as one of the country’s 

most beautiful landscapes. 

It is also home to a large number 

of farmers, whose numbers as of 

2004 totaled more than 131,628, 

according to the natural reserves 

section of Yemen’s Tourism web-

site. 

Located just over 150 kilometers 

south of Sana’a, the Autma region 

was declared a reserve in 1999. Like 

the rest of Yemen’s natural reserves 

in Socotra, Hodeida, Aden, and 

Al-Mahra governorates, Autma is 

protected by the country’s Envi-

ronmental Protection Law number 

����� 3DVVHG� LQ� ������ LW� VSHFL¿HV�
what type of agricultural and in-

dustrial activity is allowed to be un-

dertaken by those living and work-

ing in the park. The goal of the law 

is to protect the reserve from illegal 

drilling and farming practices that 

could damage plant and animal life. 

However, since Yemen’s 2011 up-

rising, illegal drilling of water wells, 

the spread of qat cultivation and an 

accompanying increase of pesticide 

usage, has threatened to destabilize 

the park’s ecosystem. The reserve’s 

already dwindling water resources 

have further been drained, threat-

ening a great number of plant spe-

cies. “Sadly the government hasn’t 

stepped in to protect the reserve, 

despite these violations,” says Ab-

dul Rahman Aqeel, a resident of 

Autma. “Most of those breaking the 

ODZ� DUH� LQÀXHQWLDO� SHRSOH� DQG� OR-

cal sheikhs…the ones who should 

be helping to enforce the law in the 

¿UVW�SODFH�´
Mohammad Al-Ghubari, former 

secretary general of the Autma 

reserve, describes the increase in 

qat cultivation as the single big-

gest threat to the reserve’s stability 

and preservation. “Many farmers 

in Autma who used to grow grains 

and other vegetables have stopped 

since the uprising and have since 

begun growing qat,” he says. “Un-

like other crops, qat is harvested 

on a daily basis and requires much 

more water. This leads farmers to 

start drilling illegal wells.”

“Roughly 80 percent of plots [in 

Autma], formerly used by farmers 

to grow grains, are now being used 

to grow qat,” said Badi Abdu Ali, an 

advisor at the Ministry of Agricul-

ture. Ali claims that he submitted 

a report to Autma’s local 

administrative coun-

cil, tasked with 

enforcing the ar-

ticles of Law 275, 

however has 

since received no response. 

Ali added that the random drill-

ing of wells could lead to a drought 

in the near future. “Last month I 

oversaw the drafting of a report, 

which concluded that underground 

water reserves in Autma could dry 

up within 12 years if steps are not 

taken to deal with the problem.” 

As for farmers, they’ve resorted to 

purchasing grain from local mar-

kets, much of which gets imported 

from abroad, he said. 

Mohammad Ali Salah, general 

manager of the reserve and mem-

ber of the administrative local 

FRXQFLO��FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�KH�UHFHLYHG�
Ali’s letters, claiming to have for-

warded them to Dhamar’s gov-

ernor. In fact, Salah said he has 

written “a number of letters and 

reports detailing violations com-

mitted by farmers growing qat and 

drilling illegal wells in the reserve, 

but none of the relevant authorities 

have stepped in.” 

Abdullah Amer, director of 

'KDPDU� JRYHUQRUDWH¶V� 2̇FH� RI�
Agriculture, told the Yemen Times 

that he never received a letter or 

DQ\� RWKHU� IRUP� RI� QRWL¿FDWLRQ� RU�
complaint from the Autma authori-

ties. However, he acknowledged 

that increases in qat cultivation 

and the illegal drilling of water 

wells exist and are in violation of 

law 275. He would not comment 

any further. 

8VLQJ�WUHHV�DV�¿UH�ZRRG
The reserve’s plant life is also 

threatened by the price of fuel, 

ZKLFK� $OL� VD\V� KDV� D̆HFWHG� WKH�
lifestyles of farmers and other resi-

dents living in the reserve. “The 

average price of a propane gas 

tank in recent years has jumped to 

YR2,000 ($9.30),” he says. “This 

has led many residents start cut-

WLQJ�GRZQ�WUHHV�WR�XVH�DV�¿UHZRRG�
for cooking. We’ve seen a number 

of our most cherished tree species 

start to disappear as a result. The 

government has failed to provide 

people with a cheaper, practical al-

ternative.”

Khalid Al-Mansub, a local farmer 

living and working in the Autma 

reserve, said that he stopped grow-

ing grain and switched to qat after 

the 2011 uprising for a number of 

reasons. “First, it was more prof-

itable,” he said. “However more 

importantly, government money 

dried up. We used to receive free 

pesticide sprayers and other farm 

machinery from the Ministry of Ag-

riculture, as part of an aid program 

to local farmers.” After the upris-

ing, the free aid stopped coming, he 

says, and he was forced to purchase 

equipment himself, which cut into 

KLV� SUR¿W� PDUJLQ�� SUHYHQWLQJ� KLP�
from being able to meet daily ex-

penses. 

Al-Mansub says he has a small 

well on his farm which provides 

him with just enough water to grow 

qat, “which needs constant water-

ing.”

While the Yemen Times could 

not verify the number of farmers 

receiving aid under the Ministry 

of Agriculture’s former program, 

Ali, one of the ministry’s employ-

HHV��ZDV�DEOH� WR�FRQ¿UP�WKDW� VXFK�
aid had existed for several de-

cades prior to the outbreak of Ye-

men’s 2011 uprising. The ministry 

was forced to cancel the program, 

however, due to a lack of available 

funds and revenue in the ministry’s 

and central government’s budget. 

Salah, general manager of the re-

serve, blamed the spread of qat cul-

tivation on the fact that it is highly 

SUR¿WDEOH� IRU� IDUPHUV�� +H� IXUWKHU�
emphasized that since the uprising, 

authorities have been increasingly 

lax in enforcing the law. 

Lack of available funds within 

the reserve’s budget has prevented 

6DODK�DQG�RWKHU�ṘFLDOV�IURP�FUHDW-
ing a domestic monitoring serveice 

that could be tasked with enforc-

ing Law 275. “Several years ago we 

were hoping to build a permanent 

headquarters for the reserve, and 

train employees to act as observers 

to be able to better document cases 

of violations,” Salah said. “How-

ever we haven’t been provided with 

enough money from Autma’s local 

administrative council in order to 

be able to do so.”

Fatima Al-Huraibi, manager of 

the Tourism Promotion Depart-

ment within the Ministry 

of Tourism, believes that 

adherence to the law and 

the preservation of 

the Autma re-

serve could 

h a v e 

g r e a t 

p o -

tential for Yemen’s struggling tour-

ism industry. “We have to tend to 

and protect our country’s tourist 

destinations,” she said. “If we can 

protect them and improve local 

infrastructure, they will be highly 

SUR¿WDEOH�IRU�WKH�FRXQWU\�´
The Autma reserve is home to a 

number of ancient antiquities and 

historical sites, including the well-

known Abzar, Samah, and Bani 

Assad castles, which date back to 

the late 17th century, in addition to 

over 20 other historical fortresses 

and citadels.

Farmers in Autma have resorted to qat cultivation, where once they used to grow grain. Farmers say that following the uprising, they lost 
DLG�IURP�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�$JULFXOWXUH�ZKLFK�KHOSHG�IXQG�PDFKLQHU\��3XUFKDVLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�PDFKLQHU\�UHGXFHG�WKH�SUR¿WDELOLW\�RI�JURZLQJ�
grain.
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The blame game:

,V�'KDPDU�JRYHUQRUDWH�LJQRULQJ�
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A lthough it is both 
unsafe and against 
the law, illegal and 
unlicensed gas sta-
tions have been crop-

ping up in residential neighbor-
hoods throughout the capital city of 
Sana’a since 2011. Such gas stations 
pose a threat to the health, well be-
ing and safety of residents. Despite 
that, few actions have been taken 
by the government to combat their 
spread. According to Muhammad 
Hussein Otaf, director of the Capi-
tal Secretariat’s Gas Management 
2̇FH�� WKHUH� DUH� URXJKO\� ���� VWD-
tions throughout the city, and their 
number is increasing. 

One such station, owned by lo-
cal businessman Abdulrahman 
Murgham, was opened up last Au-
gust on Khawlan Street in Sana’a’s 
$O�6D¿� GLVWULFW�� ³,� GR� QRW� PHDQ� WR�
put anyone’s lives in danger,” said 
0XUJKDP�� ³,¶P� MXVW� KHUH� WU\LQJ�
to provide a service, no one in the 
neighborhood has complained to 
me about me being here.” Murgham 
admits that he never obtained a li-
cense for his station.

Abdulkarim Meyad, deputy 
chairman of the Civil Defense Au-
thority—the body within the Minis-
WU\�RI� ,QWHULRU� WKDW� LV� FKDUJHG�ZLWK�
preventing natural and man-made 
disasters—blames the spread of 
such stations on the fact that the 
government has been busy dealing 
ZLWK� RWKHU� LVVXHV�� ³7KH� QXPEHU� RI�
unlicensed gas stations operating 

in the capital have increased since 
2011 because the government has 
been preoccupied with other issues, 
chief among them, combating ter-
rorism and working to re-establish 
stability,” he says. 
'HSXW\� 0LQLVWHU� RI� ,QWHULRU� $OL�

Nasser Laksha met with represen-
tatives from Yemen’s LNG Compa-
ny on Nov. 11 to re-assess the phe-
nomenon of unlicensed gas stations 
spreading, and to develop stricter 
rules regarding the monitoring, es-
tablishment, and maintenance of 
such stations. 
$V� RI� QRZ�� WKH� *HQHUDO� ,QYHVW-

ment Authority, a government body 
established in 1992 to facilitate and 
promote investments in Yemen, is 
responsible for issuing licenses for 
JDV� VWDWLRQV�� ,W� ZDV� GHFLGHG� DW� WKH�
PHHWLQJ�WKDW�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�������WKLV�
SURFHVV� ZRXOG� EH� FKDQJHG�� ³1RZ��
those seeking to obtain licenses 
will seek approval for their requests 
from the Yemen LNG Gas Company 
DQG�WKH�3XEOLF�:RUNV�2̇FH�ZLWKLQ�
the Ministry of Public Works and 
+LJKZD\V�´�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�0H\DG��³,I�
approval is received, they will then 
be sent to the Civil Defense Author-
LW\�ZKLFK�ZLOO�PDNH� WKH� ¿QDO� GHFL-
sion.” 

Murgham claims that he previ-
ously attempted to obtain a license 
from Sana’a’s Capital Secretariat, 
EXW�ZDV�WXUQHG�DZD\��³7KH\�ZDQWHG�
PH� WR� SD\� D� EULEH�´� KH� VDLG�� ³,� UH-
fused.” When asked about the role 
of the Capital Secretariat in issu-
LQJ� OLFHQVHV��2WDLI� ODXJKHG�� ³:H¶UH�
purely a regulatory body, that is 
not involved in issuing licenses,” he 
VDLG��³7R�PH�WKLV�VRXQGV�OLNH�DQ�H[-

cuse by someone who simply didn’t 
want to go through the necessary 
procedures to open a gas station.”  

Otaif claimed that opening up 
gas stations in residential neigh-
borhoods is dangerous, as gas sta-
WLRQV�DUH�RIWHQ�SURQH�WR�H[SORVLRQ�LQ�
the event that clashes occur, or car 
ERPEV�DUH�VHW�R̆��D�UHDO�SRVVLELOLW\�
LQ�D�FLW\� OLNH�6DQD¶D��7KLV�SXWV�FLWL-
zens at an unnaturally high level of 
risk. 

According to Meyad, safety re-
quirements stipulate that stations 
must not be opened in residential 
neighborhoods, that there be an 
DSSURSULDWH� QXPEHU� RI� ¿UH� H[WLQ-
guishers present at stations, and 
that fences are established clearly 
demarcating the territory of the sta-
tion. 
$EGXOVDODP� 0RKDPPDPG�� ����

a local resident of Sana’a, shares 
2WDLI¶V� FRQFHUQ�� ³,W� UHÀHFWV� EDGO\�
on the government that gas stations 
have been set up throughout the 
FDSLWDO�´� KH� VDLG�� ³)LUHV� DQG� RWKHU�
H[SORVLRQV�DUH�D�YHU\�UHDO�SRVVLELO-
LW\��,�VWLOO�UHPHPEHU�WKH�¿UH�WKDW�RF-
curred last year in a restaurant on 
7DL]�6WUHHW�´�KH�UHFDOOHG�
,Q� -DQXDU\� RI� ������ OHDNLQJ� JDV�

FDXVHG�WKH�(L̆HO�5HVWDXUDQW�RQ�7DL]�
6WUHHW�WR�H[SORGH�ZKHQ�D�VWRYH�ZDV�
turned on. While this incident is not 
directly related to the spread of un-
licensed gas stations, it highlights 
the general dangers of untrained 
VWD̆�RSHUDWLQJ�JDV�HTXLSPHQW�ZLWK-
out proper training and without ad-
KHULQJ�WR�VSHFL¿F�VDIHW\�UHJXODWLRQV��
%\� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� QH[W� \HDU��

unlicensed gas stations in residen-
tial areas will be shut down, while 

others, in less densely populated 
areas, will be required to comply 
with safety standards, according to 
Meyad.

Murgham called the govern-
ment’s attempted crack-down 
³PHUFLOHVV�´� ³,W¶V� QRW� IDLU� WKDW� WKH�

government should prevent us from 
earning a living,” he complained. 
$O�0LNKODL¿��D�UHVLGHQW�ZKR�OLYHV�

near a recently established gas sta-
WLRQ�LQ�$O�6D¿D�QHLJKERUKRRG��V\P-
pathizes with Murgham, saying 
WKDW��³*DV�VWDWLRQV�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�HNH�

out a living.” However, he under-
stands that the safety of residents 
can not be put at risk. As a solution, 
he suggests that the government 
simply relocate gas stations, with-
out depriving owners of a means to 
support themselves.
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No license, no problem
With government attention elsewhere, potentially dangerous gas stations spread

6LQFH�������WKH�QXPEHU�RI�XQOLFHQVHG�JDV�VWDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FDSLWDO�KDV�ERRPHG��2I¿FLDOV�VD\�WKH\�DUH�SUH-
RFFXSLHG�ZLWK�PRUH�SUHVVLQJ�FRQFHUQV��EXW�UHVLGHQWV�IHDU�IRU�WKHLU�VDIHW\��&ODVKHV��FDU�ERPEV�DQG�RWKHU�
explosions leave Sana’a in even greater danger of lethal accidents, some have pointed out. 
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Mystery still 
surrounds the 
presence of the 
Islamic State 
(IS) in Gaza. 

Statements in the name of the rad-
ical group threatening or claiming 
responsibility for previous bomb-
ings in Gaza are not enough to 
prove the existence of active mem-
bers in the besieged Gaza Strip, 
though IS’ extremist ideology is 
easily spread.

Many Gazans underestimated 
the importance of the statement 
issued in the name of IS Nov. 30 
in Gaza City demanding that wom-
en show "chastity" and abide by 
Sharia rules of dress. They have 
excluded the possibility of a real IS 
presence in the Gaza Strip, which 
is governed by the same Interior 
0LQLVWU\�ḊOLDWHG� VHFXULW\� SHU-
sonnel that ruled under Hamas’ 
Islamist government.

IS published another statement 
on the Internet and social net-
working sites Dec. 3, further rais-
ing suspicions about its presence. 
In the statement, IS threatened 
to kill 18 Gaza poets and writers 
within three days unless they "re-
pent" for having excessively in-
sulted Islam in their writings. The 
statement also warned that IS, or 
"Wilayat Gaza," as it called itself, 
will punish apostasy with death.

Despite this new threat, Iyad Al-
Bozom, a spokesman for the Inte-
rior Ministry in Gaza, denied in an 
interview with Al-Monitor that IS 
has a presence in the Gaza Strip. 
“There are no extremist organiza-
tions, including the so-called IS,” 
he said, adding that the posts on 
social networks in the name of 
IS represent the opinions of a 
few individuals and not a full-
ÀHGJHG� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� %R]RP�
stressed that his ministry will 
seriously address the threats is-
sued.

“We do not prevent any-
one from adopting the line of 
thought of any organization, but 
we do not allow these thoughts 
WR�WKUHDWHQ�VHFXULW\�RU�D̆HFW�RXU�
social customs and traditions,” 
he said.

Satirical writer Akram Al-
Surani, whose name appeared 
in the IS statement, dismissed 
the threat as “silly.” He told Al-
Monitor, “It is annoying, since it 
falls within the scope of restric-
tion of freedoms.”

At a protest in front of the 
SXEOLF� SURVHFXWRU¶V� ṘFH� LQ�
Gaza, Surani said, “We demand 
ṘFLDO� SURWHFWLRQ� DQG� ZDQW� WR�
know which parties are behind 
this. Regardless of whether the 
threat was made by IS or not, we 
have concerns about what might 
happen in the future.”

Although a group of writers 
managed to meet the public 
prosecutor, Surani reported, 
“We only got reassurances that 
WKH� ṘFLDO� DXWKRULWLHV� KDYH� DO-
ready started their own investi-
gations.” He added, “There are 
talks about security measures, 
but we are not seeing anything 
tangible. No one looked into 
the message I received on my 
Facebook account. It could be 

possible to determine the sender’s 
IP address. The writers who were 
threatened did not receive any call 
from the interior ministry.”
7KHVH� DUH� QRW� WKH� ¿UVW� DFWLYL-

ties carried out by unknown par-
ties in the name of Sharia and IS 
in the Gaza Strip. IS had claimed 
responsibility through social me-
dia posts—which have yet to be 
YHUL¿HG²IRU� WKH� ERPELQJ� RI� WKH�
French Cultural Center on Oct. 6 
and a series of explosions targeting 
the homes of some Fatah leaders 
on Nov. 7.

Al-Bozom explained that inves-
tigations are ongoing in the pre-
vious explosion incidents. Early 
this year, the Church of the Latin 
Convent was bombed in what the 
interior ministry considered an in-
dividual act unrelated to IS.

Decentralized jihadist organiza-
tions such as IS can spread their 
ideology without being restricted 
by borders. This is especially true 
in Gaza, the front line with Israel 
and under Hamas’ control for eight 
years, during which the Islamist 
movement was the one to confront 
radical religious groups and main-
tain security in the Gaza Strip.

Mukhaimar Abu Saada, a pro-
fessor of political science at Gaza's 
Al-Azhar University, told Al-Mon-
itor that he does not rule out the 
presence of individuals who be-
lieve in IS ideology. He said, “Salaf-
ist groups with jihadist ideology 
are present in all the Arab world, 
but people in Gaza often rule out 
the presence of IS. Contrary to 
what they think, this organization 
is an ideology that does not require 
the physical spread of persons, and 
their presence will not be hindered 
by the Israeli blockade or the tight 
Egyptian security measures im-
posed on the Gaza borders.”

Abu Saada asserted that the 
continuous Palestinian political 
division has contributed to the 
presence of such movements, say-
ing, “The ongoing division and the 
lack of control by the consensus 
JRYHUQPHQW� RYHU� WKH� VHFXULW\� ¿OH�
enabled these events, which may 
increasingly recur in the future.”

Abu Saada stated that some writ-
ers and intellectuals accuse Hamas 
of being behind these incidents 
and of making up IS for two rea-
VRQV��7KH�¿UVW�LV�WR�GUDZ�WKH�DWWHQ-
tion of people away from internal 
problems such as poverty, unem-
ployment, delayed reconstruction, 
and other pressing issues. Also, as 
many people believe Hamas is an 
ideological extremist group, acts 
carried out under the name of IS 
may be intended to show that there 
are worse groups than Hamas. 
They may be an attempt to thwart 
a revolution against Hamas.

When asked, a Hamas leader 
refused to comment on these ac-
cusations, simply arguing that de-
spite the individual nature of the 
threatening posts, there is nothing 
to prevent IS from existing in the 
Gaza Strip.
7KH� ṘFLDO�� ZKR� SUHIHUUHG� WR�

remain anonymous, told Al-Mon-
itor, “The Palestinian arena is in-
¿OWUDWHG�E\�DOO�LQWHOOLJHQFH�VHUYLFHV�
of the world, and these threats are 
not the result of division.” He ac-
cused Israeli parties of orchestrat-
ing these activities through their 
wings in Gaza.

The investigations initiated by 
Gaza's Interior Ministry into pre-
vious attacks have yet to yield re-
sults. Whether these attacks were 
organized and executed by an or-
ganized network or by individuals 
is unknown, but signs of a possible 
IS cell in Gaza are increasing.

Trita Parsi

middleeasteye.net
First published Dec. 7

The dispute over Iran’s 
nuclear program was 
never just about cen-
trifuges or breakout 
capabilities. It has al-

ways been a symptom of a larger 
geopolitical contest between the 
West (primarily the United States) 
and Iran, with roots that predate 
the 1979 Iranian revolution.

But the West and Iran have very 
GL̆HUHQW� QDUUDWLYHV� DERXW� WKHLU�
FRQÀLFW��ZLWK�WKH�,UDQLDQV�FDVWLQJ�
it as their quest for independence 
DQG�VHOI�VẊFLHQF\�ZKLOH�IHQGLQJ�
R̆�:HVWHUQ�DWWHPSWV�WR�VXEMXJDWH�
the country. Yet the narrative of 
WKH�FRQÀLFW�LV�GLVWLQFW�IURP�WKDW�RI�
UHVROYLQJ� WKH� FRQÀLFW²DQG� KHUH��
the two sides face even greater ob-
stacles.

The latter narrative is a contest 
over who determined the terms 
of the solution—who gave in and 
who came out on top. This is not 
a mere Iranian obsession. It is 
equally important to the US and 
LWV� DOOLHV�� $IWHU� DOO�� LI� WKH� FRQÀLFW�
is rooted in Iran’s challenge to the 
US’s regional dominance, Wash-
ington will reject the narrative 
of Iran successfully forcing the 
world’s sole superpower to ac-
commodate Tehran.

Consequently, the language 
86�DQG�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�ṘFLDOV�
deploy reveals a near infatuation 
with establishing the West’s dom-
inance over Iran. It is a language 
of Western power and control. 
The West decides the terms of the 
conversation, as well as the terms 
of the outcome.

“The Iranians know what they 
have to do,” is a phrase often aired 
E\� :HVWHUQ� ṘFLDOV�� 2U� LQ� WKH�
words of US State Department 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki, “There 
are steps they need to take to meet 
their international obligations 
DQG� ¿QG� D� SHDFHIXO� VROXWLRQ� WR�
this issue, and the ball is in their 
court.”

The language and attitude trick-
les into the news media cover-
age, where reports describe the 
West debating what Iran will be 
“permitted” to do and not do, or 
the extent of a nuclear program it 
will be “allowed” to maintain. Iran 
is essentially at the mercy of the 
West, the narrative suggests.

The language does not depict a 
negotiation, but rather court pro-
ceedings where Iran is the trans-
gressing party and the US and its 
allies are both the prosecutor and 
judge.

As such, it is Iran’s obligation to 
prove its innocence. “What Iran 
needs to do is prove to the inter-
national community that it’s not 
building a military nuclear pro-
JUDP�´�(8�IRUHLJQ�D̆DLUV�VSRNHV-
man Michael Mann said last year 
at the height of the negotiations. 
The onus is on Iran, the language 
signals. It is Iran’s responsibil-
ity to “act quickly to resolve the 
international community’s deep 
concerns over their nuclear pro-
gram,” Psaki recently stated.

Moreover, in its role as both 
prosecutor and judge, the West 
positions itself as the spokesper-

son for the entire international 
community. “It is now up to Iran 
to decide whether they are looking 
for a way to cooperate with the in-
ternational community or if they 
want to remain in isolation,” Ger-
many’s Foreign Minister Frank 
Walter Steinmeier commented in 
July.

This language further accentu-
ates Iran’s isolation and the moral 
strength of the West, backed by 
the entire international com-
munity. Of course, given that the 
West’s negotiators are, with China 
and Russia, representatives of the 
UN Security Council plus Germa-
ny, there is validity to this inter-
pretation. The Iranians, however, 
counter by pointing to the support 
they have received from the non-
aligned movement, which consti-
tutes a majority of the states in the 
international community.

Tehran, in turn, is equally ob-
sessed with a narrative that re-
stores Iran’s dignity by display-
LQJ�LWV�VXFFHVVIXO�GH¿DQFH�DJDLQVW�
attempts—real or imagined—to 
dominate it.

The Iranian narrative centers 
on resistance. When the parties 
extended the deadline for the ne-
gotiations in November, Iran’s 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei defended the decision 
by casting it as a victory over a 
Western attempt at forcing Iran 
to surrender. “In the nuclear is-
sue,” he said, “America and colo-
nial European countries got to-
gether and did their best to bring 
the Islamic Republic to its knees, 
but they could not do so—and they 
will not be able to do so.”

Iran’s leaders espouse the idea 
that the nuclear issue is nothing 
but a pretext for the West to op-
press Iran, subjugate it and pre-
vent it from reaching its full po-
tential. Ayatollah Khamenei often 
refers to the nuclear issue as an 
“excuse” to prevent Iranian prog-
ress. It is a narrative that builds 
on long-standing perceptions in 
Iran about Western intentions 
based on the country’s experience 
with European colonial powers in 
the 19th and 20th centuries.

So according to this narrative, 
Western pressure is not because 
of Iranian policies or behavior, 
but because the West desires to 
dominate Iran. Resisting subju-
gation, in turn, means restoring 
Iran’s dignity.

The concept of dignity is cen-
tral in the narrative of the Iranian 
revolution as a whole. The revo-
lution was about restoring the 
Iranian people’s dignity against 
a repressive monarchical regime 
imposed by and supported by 
the US. Throughout his speeches, 
Khamenei has repeatedly empha-
sized that upholding the nation’s 
and the revolution’s dignity is 
paramount.

“Whenever the Islamic Repub-
lic backed down against America 
and Europe, they grew more in-
solent, and whenever the Islamic 
Republic insisted on its revolu-
tionary slogans and principles, 
the dignity of the Islamic Republic 
was increased,” Khamenei said in 
2011. 

While many world leaders 
would measure the success of 

their country and tenure by fo-
cusing on the economy or societal 
progress, Khamenei habitually of-
fers updates on the state of the 
Iranian nation’s dignity interna-
tionally.

Dignity in turn is restored by 
resisting pressure and standing 
up to the “bullying of the West.” 
Or as Khamenei would put it, 
“Our problem is with the US gov-
ernment’s bullying and excessive 
demands.”

The negotiations are a victory 
for Iran in and of themselves be-
cause the West has been forced to 
come to the negotiating table (the 
George W. Bush administration 
initially refused to negotiate with 
Iran).
³(XURSHDQ� ṘFLDOV� DUH� VWLOO�

stuck in the bullying mindset of 
the colonial 19th century, but they 
will face many problems in the 
face of the resistance of the Ira-
QLDQ�QDWLRQ�DQG�ṘFLDOV�´�KH�VDLG�
the day after the European Union 
toughened sanctions against Iran 
in 2011.

Furthermore, Tehran harps 
on the idea that Iran seeks a fair 
agreement without excessive de-
mands from the Western side. 
The agreement, according to Teh-
ran, has to be balanced and based 
on logic. “We accept rational 
words; we accept fair and sensible 
agreements. But if there are bul-
lying and excessive demands, no 
we won’t accept,” Khamenei reit-
erated after the November round 
of talks.

The emphasis on logic, fairness 
and rationality has political sig-
QL¿FDQFH�� $� QXFOHDU� DJUHHPHQW�
based on these principles is con-
sequently not based on the power 
of the negotiating parties. These 
SULQFLSOHV� OHYHO� WKH� SOD\LQJ� ¿HOG�
for Iran and neutralize the West’s 
superiority in terms of military 
and economic power.

By rejecting strength as a basis 
for the solution, Iran believes it 
will have achieved what no other 
Middle East player has thus far: 
Force the West to meet it half-way 
and deal with it on an equal basis. 
That’s the win Iran is looking for—
one that restores its sense of dig-
nity. If you are in Iran, that’s the 
narrative you want coming out of 
the negotiations.

But contrary to Tehran and 
:DVKLQJWRQ¶V� H̆RUWV� WR� ¿QG� D�
win-win solution, their narratives 
remain fundamentally win-lose. 
A narrative celebrating a com-
promise as a win is yet to emerge 
on either side. At some point, a 
compromise on centrifuges and 
enrichment may be reached. But 
¿QGLQJ�D�PLGGOH�JURXQG�EHWZHHQ�
the Iranian and Western nar-
ratives on the negotiations may 
prove a harder nut to crack.

Trita Parsi is the 2010 recipient 
of the $200,000 Grawemeyer 
Award for Ideas Improving 
World Order. He is an award-
wining author of two books, 
“Treacherous Alliance—The Se-
cret Dealings of Israel, Iran and 
the US” (Yale University Press, 
2007) and “A Single Roll of the 
Dice - Obama’s Diplomacy with 
Iran” (Yale University Press, 
2012). 
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Job Vacancy Announcement
Job Title   : Human Resource Manager Senior
Division  : HR
Reporting to : COO
Location  : Sana’a Head Office

An international company based in Yemen is seeking to hire a highly 
qualified senior Human Resources Manager. The company employs 
over 1,000 full time employees and works in the energy, construction, 
medical, logistics, and travel sectors. 

JOB REQUIREMENTS
Knowledge, Skills and Abilities: This position requires a combination 
of knowledge, skills and abilities as more specifically described below:
Knowledge and understanding of: Labor Law, Social security Law and 
all other laws related to employment and wages.
Skills in: Personnel administration, administration of labor agree-
ments, grievance processing, payroll administration, wage and hour 
interpretation, hiring strategies, risk management, safety administra-
tion, and conflict and complaint resolution.
Ability to: Multi-task on diverse projects, effectively manage diverse 
staffs, work cooperatively with various officials and agencies, effec-
tively negotiate various contracts, interpret policy and collective 
agreements, and communicate effectively both orally and in writing.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE
The foregoing knowledge, skills and abilities are typically acquired 
through a combination of education and experience. At a minimum, 
all qualified applicants must have a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Ad-
ministration/Human Resources or a closely related field and a mini-
mum of five (5) years of progressive experience in the Human Resourc-
es field.

SUBMITTING CVS 
Interested applicants should send their resumes (CV) along with cop-
ies of qualifications, certificates of work experience within one month 
from the latest publication of this advertisement to the e-mail address 
below: 
                  CareersTrek@gmail.com 
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Slowly but surely, NGOs 
and UN bodies are admit-
ting it publicly—they are 
dealing with the Taliban 
again. While such deals 

have been developing in private for 
several years, NGOs have been hesi-
tant to discuss their relations with 
the Afghan Islamist group because 
of political pressure and counter 
terrorism legislation.

Yet as foreign military forces pre-
pare to complete their withdrawal 
from combat operations at the end 
of the year, and as it becomes in-
creasingly clear that large swathes 
of territory will remain under Tali-
ban control, aid organizations have 
felt both compelled and empowered 
to talk to them. Mark Bowden, the 
UN secretary-general's deputy spe-
cial representative for Afghanistan 
and the humanitarian coordinator 
for the country, told IRIN that in the 
past year negotiations with the Tali-
EDQ�KDYH�DGYDQFHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�

For many in the aid industry this 
shift is indicative of a new found 
willingness to stand up to Western 
governments. It represents the em-
powering of an aid sector that for 
much of the past 13 years found it-
self acting as the civilian wing of a 
foreign occupation, a role that car-
ried grave and far-reaching conse-
quences.

It is a story of how humanitarian 
principles were eroded by political 
expediency under pressure, and of 
the battle to get them back.

Roots taking hold

The story begins in the late 1990s. 
Contrary to common perception, 
the Taliban in its early years was not 
wholly hostile to foreign aid organi-
zations, as Luca Radaelli, medical 
coordinator of a Kabul hospital, can 
testify. "The Taliban gave us this," 
he said, pointing to the medical fa-
cility.

By the late 90s the Islamists had 
taken over up to 90 percent of Af-
ghanistan after a vicious civil war. 
With violence ongoing, thousands 
were being injured as attacks con-
tinued but medical care and sup-
port for the people were thin on 
the ground. Emergency, an Italian 

NGO, tentatively approached the 
Taliban about bringing medical 
support for the beleaguered popula-
tion.

After extensive discussions about 
the nature of humanitarian aid, the 
7DOLEDQ�R̆HUHG�(PHUJHQF\�D�ODUJHO\�
barren area to do their work. The 
area is now home to Kabul's top free 
hospital for war victims.

Provided the organization act-
ed impartially, Radaelli said, the 
Taliban allowed much needed hu-
manitarian action—even when it 
appeared to go against their con-
servative beliefs. "At that time 40 
percent of our [Afghan] employees 
were women," he said. 

David Haines, country director 
of Mercy Corps, agrees that by the 
late 1990s, trust was beginning to be 
built between those organizations 
working on the ground and the Tali-
ban leadership. Part of this, he said, 
was a realization by the Taliban that 
they needed aid.

"Initially they said ‘we don't need 
any NGOs’ and were very suspicious 
about foreigners being in the coun-
try. But then when they realized 
they were getting hammered for 
not providing public services, they 
started to realize that foreign NGOs 
can provide health and education," 
he said.

Attempts to corral international 
NGOs into particular areas of Kabul 
did cause tension and there were 
occasional security issues, Haines 
said, but "for the bulk of the time it 
was a relatively straightforward re-
lationship."

A blurry bonanza

It was not to last long. Emergency's 
hospital opened in mid-2001. The 11 
September Al Qaeda attacks in the 
US only a few months later changed 
everything, leading rapidly to a US-
led military coalition invading Af-
ghanistan in “Operation Enduring 
Freedom.”

After a few weeks of chaos, all was 
calm for several years. The coali-
tion's overwhelming strength suc-
ceeded in pushing the Taliban from 
power across the country. Their 
leadership was either dead or hid-
den in the Pakistani mountains. 
They seemed to be defeated.

Franck Abeille, country director 
at the French charity Action Against 

Hunger (ACF), explained that, brief-
ly, NGOs almost forgot about the 
Taliban. "In 2001 on the ground 
there was only one group [the for-
eign forces]—those that were in 
power [the Taliban] left," he said. 
There seemed little reason to talk 
to the Taliban about access—NGO 
workers could work freely in all but 
tiny pockets of the country.

At the same time, lines were be-
ing blurred and crossed. The US 
administration of George W. Bush 
VDZ�1*2V�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZDU�H̆RUW��
a "force multiplier," and, together 
with its coalition partners, was more 
than happy to bankroll the activities 
of an aid sector that burgeoned as a 
result of this largesse.

The "US-led coalition's system-
atic attempts to co-opt humanitar-
ian aid and use it to win 'hearts and 
minds’ had seriously compromised 
humanitarian aid workers’ image 
of neutrality and impartiality,"   ac-
cording to Medecins Sans Fron-
tieres (MSF).

A key pillar of this co-opting 
strategy was the provincial recon-
struction teams (PRTs). Originally 
formed in 2002 under NATO, the 
PRTs were military-led bodies to 
plan the development of various 
regions. By 2008 there were 26 of 
them covering the vast majority of 
Afghanistan. 

Aid workers should, in theory, 
have objected immediately to this 
blurring of humanitarianism and 
military actors. There were cer-
tainly grumblings: As early as 2004, 

a Save the Children report warned 
that the PRTs "complicate the in-
terface between humanitarian and 
military actors."

Yet there was little concerted ef-
fort by aid agencies to resist, and 
many even acquiesced. Some in-
ternational and Afghan agencies 
accepted funding directly from the 
PRTs to implement projects, while 
others took cash from the same na-
tions leading the PRTs—often car-
rying out projects in the districts 
where PRTs were operating.

Finance inevitably played a large 
UROH��ZLWK�WKH�KXJH�VXPV�R̆HUHG�E\�
the foreign governments proving 
tempting. As Haines said: "Wit-
tingly or unwittingly a lot of [inter-
national] NGOs were drawn into it. 
7KH\� ZHUH� R̆HUHG� D� ORW� RI� PRQH\��
From their perspective they were 
thinking ‘great, we can do so much 
good. Instead of one or two prov-
inces we can do 20, with a budget of 
$200 million a year.’ So the tempta-
tion was huge but ultimately all of 
those programs were designed with 
the single purpose of winning hearts 
and minds."
,Q� SUDFWLFH�� WKHLU� H̆RUWV� VRPH-

WLPHV� KDG� WKH� RSSRVLWH� H̆HFW�� %\�
allying themselves with the same 
warlords that we had long terror-
ized communities and failing to 
push through real reform on issues 
like corruption, the foreign forces 
were beginning to lose what good 
will they had.

At the same time, changes in UN 
policy were contributing to an in-
creasingly negative perception of 
aid workers. Under a new push to 
better coordinate between its hu-
manitarian, political, and peace-
keeping work in any given country, 
the UN introduced the concept of 
"integrated missions," in which all 
three streams would report to the 
same management structure. This 
meant that humanitarian agencies 
in Afghanistan—meant to be neu-
WUDO� LQ� WKH� FRQÀLFW²QRZ� IHOO� XQGHU�
the leadership of the UN political 
mission mandated to support the 
government, one party to the con-
ÀLFW��,Q������WKH�2̇FH�IRU�WKH�&R-
RUGLQDWLRQ�RI�+XPDQLWDULDQ�$̆DLUV�
�2&+$��ṘFH�ZDV�FORVHG��ZLWK� WKH�
political mission UNAMA taking on 
its responsibilities.

Ashley Jackson, co-author of a 

Humanitarian Policy Group re-
port on the politicization of aid in 
Afghanistan, said the cumulative 
result of these trends was aid work-
ers came to be seen as active partici-
pants in the occupation of Afghani-
stan. "The presence of PRTs and 
IRU�SUR¿W�FRQWUDFWRUV�VR�SURIRXQGO\�
blurred the lines, to the point where 
LW�ZDV�GL̇FXOW�IRU�WKH�DYHUDJH�7DOL-
EDQ� ¿JKWHU� WR� GLVWLQJXLVK� EHWZHHQ�
who was neutral and who was not."

Stepping back

For the Taliban these aid organiza-
tions were therefore fair game. By 
2004, the militants had regrouped. 
With foreign forces distracted by 
DOVR�¿JKWLQJ�LQ�,UDT��WKH\�KDG�EHJXQ�
a successful insurgency campaign. 
,Q������WKH�JURXS�UHOHDVHG�LWV�¿UVW�
code of conduct on acceptable mea-
sures in war, directly threatening 
aid workers.

"Those NGOs that come to the 
FRXQWU\� XQGHU� WKH� UXOH� RI� WKH� LQ¿-
dels must be treated as the govern-
ment is treated. They have come un-
der the guise of helping people but 
in fact are part of the regime. Thus 
we tolerate none of their activities, 
whether it be building of streets, 
bridges, clinics, schools, madrasas 
[schools for Quran study] or other 
works," it said.

This was perhaps not as blanket a 
ban as it initially appeared. Thomas 
Ruttig, senior analyst at the Afghan-
istan Analysts Network, pointed out 
that even then the Taliban might 
have drawn a distinction in their 

wording between "those that came 
with [the foreign troops] and those 
who were already there who were 
sometimes allowed [to continue 
their work]."
<HW� LW� ¿W� D� ZLGHU� WUHQG� RI� ODUJH�

numbers of NGO workers being kid-
napped or killed, often deliberately 
targeted. And while in principle the 
Taliban drew a distinction for or-
ganizations that predated 2001, in 
reality the attacks seemed to tar all 
foreign aid workers with the same 
EUXVK²LQ������¿YH�VWD̆�IURP�06)��
generally accepted as one of the 
PRVW�¿HUFHO\�LQGHSHQGHQW�DLG�RUJD-
nizations with over 20 years experi-
ence in the country, were killed.

For the NGOs, the penny started 
to drop that they had allowed them-
selves to become targets. But it 
would be a few years, Haines said, 
before policies seriously started to 
be reassessed.

A large factor in eventually forc-
ing the shift was the so-called troop 
surge. In early 2010 the US commit-
ted over 30,000 new troops to the 
country with the aim of crushing 
the Taliban ahead of an eventual 
withdrawal. This coincided with 
the wider implementation of the US 
military strategy known as COIN, 
for Counterinsurgency. There were 
three parts to taking over new ter-
ritory—capture, hold, build. The 
third part was where the aid work-
ers came in. 

"Increasingly from 2009 on-
wards, USAID [US Agency for Inter-
national Development] particularly 
would instruct its implementing 
partners to go into new areas that 
they had never worked in literally 
days after 'clear' had taken place 
and whilst 'hold' was still in pro-
cess," Haines said.

Information gathered by hu-
manitarian actors was sometimes 
even fed back to the International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF), 
legitimizing the Taliban's fears that 
NGOs were spying. Perhaps never 
before had the line between military 
actors and charities been so blurred. 
As Heather Barr, senior researcher 
at Human Rights Watch in Asia, put 
it, the foreign militaries "wanted aid 
workers to ride on the tanks and 
OHDS�R̆�WKH�URRI�DQG�VWDUW�ZRUNLQJ��

Continued on the back page

Brian Whitaker
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Looking at the turmoil 
in Syria today it is easy 
to conclude that one of 
the few virtues of the 
Baathist dictatorship 

was its opposition to sectarianism. 
6LQFH� WKH� 6\ULDQ� FRQÀLFW� EHJDQ��
President Bashar Al-Assad has 
sought to portray his struggle for 
VXUYLYDO�DV�DQ�KHURLF�H̆RUW�WR�TXHOO�
religious strife, but this strife is also 
partly a result of the regime’s own 
religious policies.

Sectarian divisions existed in 
Syria long before the Baathists 
came to power. Before the current 
FRQÀLFW� WULJJHUHG� D� PDVV� H[RGXV��
about 74 percent of Syria’s inhab-
itants were Sunni Muslims. Shia 
sects, including Alawites and Is-
mailis, accounted for 13 percent, 
various Christian groups ten per-
cent, and the Druze three percent. 
There were also the remains of a 
Jewish community, probably num-
bering no more than a few dozen 
people.

The Baathists were Arab nation-
alists and, by inclination, secular. 
Under their rule, however, Syria 
never became a secular state with 
a government that was neutral and 
uninvolved in matters of religion. 

Although Syria—unlike most Arab 
FRXQWULHV²KDV�QR�ṘFLDO�VWDWH�UHOL-
gion, its constitution (re-drafted in 
2012) says the president must be a 
Muslim and “Islamic jurisprudence 
shall be a major source of legisla-
tion.”

As happened with other Arab 
regimes, the Baathists in Syria de-
veloped and propagated their own 
brand of religion to suit their politi-
cal needs. In contrast to the austere 
Wahhabism of Saudi Arabia, the 
Syrian regime opted for a sterilized 
and homogenized version of Islam, 
which was much more bland. Cru-
cially, it was also one that denied 
the existence of sectarian divisions.

One problem the Baathists had 
to grapple with, however, was the 
dominant position members of the 
minority Alawite sect held within 
the regime. This was a potential 
weakness that could be exploited 
by regime opponents, as the Sunni 
majority was historically inclined 
to view the Alawites as heretics.

Hafez Al-Assad responded to this 
FKDOOHQJH�LQ�VHYHUDO�ZD\V��7KH�¿UVW�
was to try to control the Sunni ma-
jority by channeling them into “ac-
ceptable” forms of Islam that posed 
no threat to his regime or to the 
Alawites, as Torstein Worren ex-
plains in an Oslo University thesis 
on Syria:

“He realized that in order to sta-

bilize the country, he would have 
to make concessions to the Sunnis. 
Through his Corrective Movement, 
he sought to redo the most radi-
cal secular reforms of the earlier 
Baath regimes. In order to limit the 
FOHUJ\¶V� LQÀXHQFH� LQ� WKH� SROLWLFDO�

sphere, he co-opted them by giving 
them increased power in the social 
realm. Therefore, instead of build-
ing a true secular society, the state 
was secular on the surface, but not 
in matters of family and personal 
law.”

Another arm of Hafez Al-Assad’s 
UHOLJLRXV� VWUDWHJ\� ZDV� WR� UHGH¿QH�
the Alawites as ordinary, main-
stream Muslims. Thus, for exam-
ple, the Alawites were not allowed 
their own religious courts (despite 
being generally regarded as Shia 
Muslims) and were brought under 
the same sharia rules as the Sunnis.
7KLV� H̆RUW� WR� ³QRUPDOL]H´� WKH�

Alawites also helps explain why 
talk of religious diversity had to be 
suppressed in Syrian schools. Wor-
ren continues:

“The Islam presented in the 
schoolbooks is that of orthodox 
Sunni Islam, and there is no men-
tion of the Islamic minorities living 
in Syria or of Shia Islam as a whole, 
RU� HYHQ�RI� WKH�GL̆HUHQW� VFKRROV�RI�
thought within Sunni Islam. Ac-
cording to the schoolbooks, there 
is no diversity within Islam. This 
means that Alawism is never men-
tioned in schools in Syria.”

Presenting a monolithic view of 
Islam became even more important 
for the regime after the Islamist 
uprising and subsequent massacre 
of thousands in Hama in 1982.

'HQLDO� RI� UHOLJLRXV� GL̆HUHQFHV�
extended far beyond the education 
system. “Discourses and discus-
sions on sectarianism, regardless 
of their shape or content, were 
completely banned on national me-
dia and in the public sphere,” Mo-
hammad Dibo, a Syrian journalist, 
poet and novelist, writes—adding 
that one political dissident, Riad 
Seif, was arrested merely for saying 
that “the Syrian people are charac-
terized by their diverse ethnic and 
religious universe.”

Sectarianism also became a 
convenient charge to use against 
regime opponents. “According to 
many witness testimonies,” Dibo 
says, “it became a common strat-
egy from the 1980s onwards, for 
security forces to deck walls with 
sectarian slogans such as, ‘We want 
to overthrow the Alawite regime’ a 
night before they stormed a neigh-
borhood to arrest members of the 
Communist Action Party or other 
political groups.”

To present a façade of religious 
harmony within the regime, cabi-
net posts were distributed among 
the sects. Similar unspoken rules 
applied to the military—though the 
sections of the security apparatus 
most vital to the regime’s survival 
UHPDLQHG�¿UPO\�LQ�$ODZLWH�KDQGV�

Meanwhile, the regime did little 
to tackle the problem of religious 

segregation in towns and neigh-
borhoods, which were informally 
assigned to one sect or another. 
One theory is that this suited the 
regime’s needs because it felt bet-
ter able to control religious groups 
and the interactions between them.

Over many years, the combined 
H̆HFW� RI� WKHVH� SROLFLHV� KDV� EHHQ�
to keep Syrians in the dark about 
the beliefs of their fellow citizens, 
DQG�WKH�GL̆HUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKHP��
“What they know or think they 
know is based on rumors and sto-
ries passed on from friends and 
relatives,” Worren writes.

Basically, by not educating peo-
ple about the other sects, the re-
gime held everyone hostage to its 
version and deterred sects from 
learning about each other,” one 
Syrian (who asked not to be identi-
¿HG��WROG�PH�UHFHQWO\��³7KH�OHVV�\RX�
know about someone the harder it 
is to accept them as peers. The con-
tinuing civil war, with increasing 
sectarianism, is the product of such 
decades-long policies.”

Under the Assads, Syria, far from 
being a model for religious har-
mony, has remained an example of 
KRZ�VZHHSLQJ�UHOLJLRXV�GL̆HUHQFHV�
under the carpet eventually makes 
things worse.

Republished with permission from 
Muftah.org.

Talking to the Taliban, again

How the Assad regime’s policies nurtured 

sectarianism in Syria

“[Negotiations 
with the Taliban] 
represent the 
empowering of 
an aid sector that 
for much of the 
past 13 years 
found itself acting 
as the civilian 
wing of a foreign 
occupation...”

“[Foreign 
militaries] 
wanted aid 
workers to ride 
on the tanks 
and leap off 
the roof and 
start working.”

“Under the 
Assads, Syria, 
far from being 
a model for 
religious 
harmony, has 
remained an 
example of 
how sweeping 
religious 
differences 
under the carpet 
eventually 
makes things 
worse.”



8 Report 9 December, 2014

B U S I N E S S

FOR PEACE

AWA R D

Story and photo by
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

A bdul Nasser Al-Qafri, 
50, has been working 
as a microbus driver 
in Sana’a for the last 
15 years. He arrives 

at the Shumaila Sixty Meter station 
every day at 5 a.m., hoping each day 
that he can make a few hundred ex-
tra riyals before the other drivers 
arrive.

“I wait an hour and a half for the 
EXV�WR�¿OO�XS�ZLWK�SDVVHQJHUV�EHIRUH�
leaving,” he says. “However, before I 
can leave, I have to make my rounds 
DQG�SD\�R̆�P\�GHEWV�´�KH�DGGV��³7KH�
¿UVW�SD\PHQW�,�PDNH�LV�WR�WKH�FRP-
muter caller.” 

Sana’a, unlike most capital cit-
ies around the world, has no gov-
ernment-run public transportation 
system. Al-Qafri is a privately con-
tracted driver operating a microbus 
purchased from local vendors at a 
station built on land owned by a lo-
cal sheikh. In order for the system 
WR� UXQ� ḢFLHQWO\�� ODQG� RZQHUV� GL-
vide up labor for managing the sta-
tion between a series of administra-
tors, or “representatives”, that each 
take a cut from the money paid out 
to each driver by passengers. Before 
drivers can leave in the morning, 
each representative has to be paid 
R̆��7KH�¿UVW�LV�WKH�FRPPXWHU�FDOOHU��
7KH� FRPPXWHU� FDOOHU¶V� MRE�� DF-

cording to Al-Qafri, is to keep track 
of each driver’s schedule, and in-
form passengers who are arriving 
DW� WKH� VWDWLRQ�� ³7KLV� SUHWW\� PXFK�
consists of him yelling out the route 
HDFK�GULYHU�WDNHV�MXVW�EHIRUH�WKH\¶UH�
about to leave, so those entering the 
station can hear,” he says. “Before 
I leave, I have to give him YR50 
��������´�7KH�FRPPXWHU�FDOOHU�GRHV�
this all day each time a driver enters 
DQG� OHDYHV� WKH� VWDWLRQ�� 7KH� <5���
doesn’t go towards the station or 
anywhere else, he said. 
³7KLV�LV�KRZ�WKH�FRPPXWHU�FDOOHU�

earns a living,” Al-Qafri says. “He 
GRHVQ¶W� UHFHLYH�D�VDODU\�´�7KH�FRP-
mutter-caller receives YR50 each 
time the microbus passes the sta-
tion, unlike the others who take a 
cut and are only paid once in day 
by each driver, regardless of the 
number of times that particular bus 
passes through the station.

Next up is the station representa-
tive, who collects money on behalf 
of the local land-owner. “It’s like a 
tax we pay for the right to use the 
VWDWLRQ�´� VD\V� $O�4DIUL�� 7KLV� DOVR�
FRVWV� <5���� 7KHQ� WKHUH¶V� WKH� UHS-
resentative of the local administra-
tive council, carrying a baton and 
demanding yet another YR50, “or 
else.” Al-Qafri says the local ad-
ministrative council claims to use 
the money to help pay for city-wide 
development, sanitation, and con-
VWUXFWLRQ�SURMHFWV��DOWKRXJK�LW¶V�QHY-
HU�VSHFL¿HG�KRZ�WKH�PRQH\�LV�XVHG��
At the Shumaila station, it is Sameer 
Al-Wali who is representing the lo-
cal administrative council. 

Despite being considered an of-
¿FLDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� RI� 6DQD¶D¶V� OR-
cal administrative council, Al-Wali, 
says that his work is purely free-
ODQFH�� ³7R�EHFRPH�D�FRXQFLO� UHSUH-
sentative, you simply need to be a 
SHUVRQ�RI� LQÀXHQFH�´�KH�VDLG��³/RWV�
of local sheikhs and people who 
command respect in various neigh-
borhoods make propositions to the 
council, saying that they’ll provide 
them with say, YR10,000 [$46.5] 
a day, for example, in order for the 
right to speak on behalf of the coun-
cil and have its support,” he said. 
“Collect more than you agree to pay 
the council, and you can keep it,”  he 
says. Al-Wali refused to divulge how 
much he collects per day. 

Country-wide local councils were 
¿UVW� LQWURGXFHG� ZLWKLQ� <HPHQ¶V�
PDMRU� FLWLHV� LQ� ������ DQG� DUH� UH-
sponsible for overseeing all ad-
PLQLVWUDWLYH� D̆DLUV� WKDW� WDNH� SODFH�
LQ� WKH� FLW\�� 7KH\� ¿OH� PRQWKO\� DQG�
\HDUO\�UHSRUWV�WR�WKH�ṘFHV�RI�WKHLU�

respective governorates, and are 
tasked with acting as a go between 
for city and governorate level poli-
WLFV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� FRXQWU\�� /RFDO�
council members throughout all of 
Yemen’s governorates were chosen 
in elections in 2006, however new 
elections have not since been held. 
7KH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�FRQWDFWHG�VHYHUDO�
members of Sana’a’s local council. 
All declined interviews. 

Finally, there is the “buses” repre-
VHQWDWLYH��7KLV�PDQ�FRRUGLQDWHV�WKH�
routes of all the buses, along with 
his counterparts at other stations, 
making sure they don’t overlap. He 
handles any paperwork that must 
be done, and mediates between 
drivers and police in the event that 
there is ever an accident or a traf-
¿F�YLRODWLRQ��+H�DOVR�UHFHLYHV�<5���
IURP�HDFK�GULYHU��7KH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�
VSRNH�ZLWK�)DKG�$O�:DMLK�� WKH�EXV�
representative at the Shumaila Six-
ty Meter station, who claims that 
roughly 500 buses pass through his 
station per day. 

Upon arriving, each driver must 
have at least YR200 [$0.93] in total 
ready to be paid out to the various 
middle-men before he can expect 
to leave the station and begin his 
route. It’s a fee expected of all driv-
ers who use Sana’a’s various micro-
bus stations. Drivers pay middle-
men at each station they use, once 
a day. Commuter-callers get paid 
during each route. 

Extortions by neighborhood 
gangs
Nabil Al-Qasmi, another driver who 
works at the Shumaila Sixty Meter 
station along with Al-Qafri, claims 
that oftentimes the mandatory fees 
don’t stop once the drivers have left 
the station.

“Oftentimes there are bandits 
and thugs waiting for us along our 
URXWHV�´� KH� VD\V�� ³7KH\� JDWKHU� WR-
gether a gang of locals who threaten 
WR� EUHDN� RXU� ZLQGRZV� RU� KLJKMDFN�
our buses if we don’t pay YR50 or 
YR100 [$0.47] a day to pass through 
their neighborhood. Paying them is 
what makes things expensive,” he 
added. 

Al-Qasmi is ultimately liable for 
the safety of the bus, which is rent-

ed, he says. He pays YR2,000 [$9.3] 
a day to a local businessman who, 
he says, owns several microbuses 
and rents them out to drivers like 
himself. If, at the end of the day, the 
bus is returned with any damages, 
drivers must pay for their repairs, 
Al-Qasmi says.  

“Oftentimes along our route when 
we pull up to stops, the thugs will be 
there, but they’ll claim they deserve 
the money because they did some 
small task, like help the passengers 
get on, or inform them that the bus 
was coming, or something like that,” 
KH�VD\V��³7KH\�GR�WKLV�HYHU\�GD\�´
7KH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� VSRNH� ZLWK�

7DULT� $O�0DWDUL�� ZKR� EHORQJV� WR� D�
local gang in Sana’a’s Al-Sabaeen 
neighborhood. He admits that he 
and others in his cohort extort 
bus drivers that pass through 24th 
Street. Al-Matari makes himself out 
to be no more than a petty crook 
who has resorted to such tactics to 
SURYLGH�IRU�KLV�IDPLO\��³,�MRLQHG�WKLV�
gang several years ago because I 
was unemployed. We know what we 
do is wrong but we have to because 
WKHUH�DUH�VR�IHZ�MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�´�
he said. “Drivers who drive through 
our neighborhood are forced to pay 
a fee,” he admits. “If they don’t, we 
smash their windows.”

According to a number of driv-
HUV� WKH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� VSRNH� ZLWK��
Al-Matari is a well-known career 
FULPLQDO�ZKR�SD\V�R̆�SROLFH�ṘFHUV�
in order to continue running his 
extortion business. One driver, Jo-
bran Al-Abeedi, claims the windows 
of his bus were broken by Al-Matari 
eight months ago after he refused to 
pay the YR100 fee to drive through 
Al-Rehab. 

Al-Abeedi took the case to the 
police, who claimed that in or-
der to arrest Al-Matari they would 
QHHG� WR�RUJDQL]H� D� WHDP�RI� ṘFHUV�
to lead a raid on his house, and 
that in order to do this they would 
need YR2000. “I paid the money,” 
said Al-Abeedi. “Because I wanted 
to prove a point and do away with 
him forever.” However the next day, 
as Al-Abeedi was running his route, 
Al-Matari was still there, along with 
his cohorts, demanding the same 
IHH��³7KH�SROLFH�GLG�QRWKLQJ��H[FHSW�

steal my money,” he said. “Al-Ma-
tari’s been there ever since and I’ve 
reconciled myself to the fact that I 
have to pay him.”
7KH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� FRQWDFWHG� WKH�

Al-Rehab Police Department re-
JDUGLQJ�WKH�FDVH��$Q�ṘFHU�VDLG�WKH�
VWDWLRQ¶V� VWD̆� KDG� EHHQ� UHSODFHG�
four months ago and that they had 
no knowledge of the case. 

Drivers also have the option of 
paying YR50 a week to become 
PHPEHUV� RI� 6DQD¶D¶V� ṘFLDO� 0L-
crobus Drivers Union, according 
to Al-Qasmi. “Union representa-
tives show up at the station every 
Friday morning and ask for YR50 
for the right to sign up,” he said. 
³6RPHWLPHV�,�SD\�LI�,�FDQ�D̆RUG�LW�´�
7KH�XQLRQ�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�KHOS�GULY-
ers pay for repairs in the event that 
they get in an accident, according to 
Al-Qasmi, similar to an insurance 
policy. 

For drivers like Al-Qasmi and 
Al-Qafri, the costs add up. “I col-
lect about YR12,000 [$55.8] a day 
from passengers,” he said. “Gas 
for a day costs around YR6,000 
[$27.9], while fees and extortion 
usually run about YR1,000 [$4.65]. 
Of course I also have to set aside 
YR2,000 [$9.3] to be able to rent 
the bus again the next day. Any 
maintenance fees that arise are of 
course my responsibility to pay. At 
the end of the day I barely have any-
thing left.” Current gas prices mean 
that 20 liters of gas cost roughly 
YR3,000 [$13.95], with drivers usu-
DOO\� KDYLQJ� WR� ¿OO� XS� DERXW� WZLFH� D�
day, according to Al-Qasmi. At the 
end of the day, that leaves Al-Qasmi 
with YR3000.   

Bus drivers who leave from one 
main station can pull into others 
along their route in order to try and 
collect more passengers. However, 
MXVW� DV� DW� WKH� 6KXPDLOD� 6L[W\� 0H-
ter station, bus representatives and 
RWKHUV�PXVW�EH�SDLG�R̆��³(YHU\�GD\�
along my route I pull into the Aser, 
Al-Misbahi and Madhbah round-
abouts, which are similar to where I 
VWDUW�R̆�DW�6KXPDLOD�´�VD\V�$O�4DIUL��
³7KH�EXV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�DOZD\V�KDV�
DERXW� ¿YH� SHRSOH� ZRUNLQJ� XQGHU-
neath him standing at the station 
entrances, making sure that new 

bus drivers who enter pay a YR50 
WROO��,W¶V�MXVW�WKH�ZD\�WKLQJV�ZRUN�´��
7KH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�VSRNH�ZLWK�0R-

hammad Al-Watari, manager of the 
$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�5HYLHZ�2̇FH�DW�WKH�
0LQLVWU\� RI� 7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ¶V� ṘFH�
in Sana’a. He claims that the min-
LVWU\�RQO\�KDV�DQ�ṘFLDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�
with the owners of each station who 
DUH� UHTXLUHG� WR� UHJLVWHU� ZLWK� WKH�
ministry. “We mostly keep track of 
what’s going on through the bus and 
station representatives who handle 
GD\� WR�GD\� D̆DLUV�´�$O�:DWDUL� VDLG��
without further commenting on the 
day to day interactions between rep-
UHVHQWDWLYHV�DQG�PLQLVWU\�ṘFLDOV�

:KHQ�TXHVWLRQHG�DERXW�WKH�LVVXH�
of banditry existing along routes 
that drivers use, he stated that min-
LVWU\�ṘFLDOV�RIWHQ� FRRUGLQDWH�ZLWK�
SROLFH� ṘFHUV� DQG�PHPEHUV� RI� WKH�
security services to try to crack 
down on this phenomenon, claim-
ing however that doing so was dif-
¿FXOW� GXH� WR� WKH� FRXQWU\¶V� FXUUHQW�
political situation, which has taken 
priority over other issues. “We’ve 
arrested some of those who extort 
bus drivers in the past, however ev-
ery day a new group emerges in a dif-
ferent neighborhood. It’s a game of 
whack a mole and we can’t get them 
all.” 

([WRUWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�

The life of a bus driver in Sana’a

Bus drivers say gangs wait for them along their routes to also collect a cut. Bus drivers who refuse to pay end up with smashed windows and worse, said one bus driver to the 
Yemen Times, who learned that lesson the hard way. 
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 � Male, holds master degree in 
English and ICDL in computer, 6 
year experience in teaching, 
available as a tutor or for any 
job that requires English. 
77758466, 736974711.

 � Nashwan Hasan, BA 
Accountant, 7 years experience, 
seeks to work in an organization 
where English is essntial. 

771580509, 777228719
 � OSHA certified, with 20 years 

Gulf exp. in oil & gas, variety of 
HSE, safety fields, including fire 
fighting, health and sfety, 2 
years Gulf exp. in construction.  
jmlsalem@yahoo.com

 � Teacher of math, physics and 
chemistry in English seeks work 
at school. 735694439 

 � Male, bachelor’s degree in 
English language, diploma in 

marketing & computer science, 
experienced as an operations 
officer, treasurer and teacher. 
Looking for any job that requires 
English. 777004207

 � Female, BA in Arabic literature, 
very good written and spoken 
French/English, seeks work as a 
babysitter for a foreign family 
(Aden or Taiz). 737168816

 � Rainbow School is requesting 
female teachers for Arabic, 
English and Maths, with no less 
than 3 years experience, to 
teach elementary grades. Fluent 
and non-accented English 
language is required. Contact: 
733811430, 733406194. Email: 
emma5565@yahoo.com 

 � Required, experienced 
housemaid to work in Sana’a. 
She must be able to speak 
English. Send an email to 
ccaruso87@yahoo.com, 

mention your full name, 
nationality, contact teelphone, 
and how long you have been in 
Yemen.

 � A Yemeni government body 
wishes to hire a full time media 
and PR person. Candidates 
must have experience in 
working with the media and 
presenting the authority in 
public. English is favorable. 
Applicants must send their CVs 
and cover letter to yasinsaif@
gmail.com 

 � A comfortable modern car is 
available with its English-
speaking driver, for touring 
Sana’a. Call Hashim at 
736147911.

 � Two male Persian kittens for 
sale. They are grey and white 
and two months old, each at 
100$. Serious buyers only. 
Contact: yteditor@gmail.com

Electricity problems  177, Emergency 
Police 199, Fire Brigade 191,Water 
Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, 
Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  
202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, 
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 
262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, 
Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  
Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 
7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030

Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544

Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901

Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451

        
CAR RENTALS

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 

207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671

Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo 
Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 

601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 

01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

Royal Crown Hotel & Suites 
01406661 406681

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500

Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
 

UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

RESTAURANTS
 

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
 417391
My Pie  431999

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433

Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 

370191/2 
                                               Fax  

370193
International Turkish Schools

 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKETS
 

Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-
English-French -German-Russian-Italian- 

Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-
Eriterea-Amharic.                                   

Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 

441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6

           
UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800

Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 

01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research 01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
 01-294579
Ministry of Defence  01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 

01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008

Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196
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INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER
WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI 
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO 
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO 
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER 
AIRCRAFT. 

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894  
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
             INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

U�For Sale       U�Job vacancies
U�Buying        U�Job seekers 
U�Housing available  U��Other
U�Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3
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New channels
Gradually the NGOs realized they 
had gone too far and they needed to 
negotiate.

On the other side they saw an 
increasingly nuanced and less ex-
plicitly hostile opposition, as the 
Taliban sought to present itself as a 
legitimate government-in-waiting. 
In 2009 and 2010 the group again 
released codes of conduct about the 
rules of war. Gone was the overt 
hostility to all foreign NGOs, re-
placed with more nuanced critiques.

So quietly, without much fanfare, 
new channels were opened. Long 

neglected relationships were rekin-
dled. NGOs that had not spoken to 
the Taliban for years started to seek 
access agreements.

At the time, it was too politically 
awkward for Western NGOs to be 
seen talking to the Taliban. The of-
¿FLDO� OLQH� ZDV� FOHDU²WKH� 7DOLEDQ�
would be crushed, Western govern-
ments told their people. No negotia-
tions were necessary.
:KLOH�WKLV�IDLOHG�WR�UHÀHFW�WKH�UH-

ality on the ground as the Taliban 
continued to grow in many areas, it 
was backed up by increasingly op-
pressive anti-terrorism legislation, 
which often prevented aid agen-
cies from having formal negotia-
tions with the Taliban. As such from 
2010, NGOs were often loath to ad-
mit to their formal negotiations.

Jackson, who carried out exten-
sive research on NGO relationships 
with the Taliban over three years, 
said this led to a duplicitous ap-
proach of senior managers denying 
relationships with the Taliban to 
board members but knowing that 
RQ� WKH� JURXQG� WKHLU� VWD̆�ZHUH� GR-
ing so.

This “don’t ask, don’t tell” envi-
ronment, she said, actually put the 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\� RQ� WKRVH� ¿HOG� ZRUN-
HUV�ZLWK�WKH�OHDVW�H[SHULHQFH²RIWHQ�
putting them at unnecessarily high 
risk. “The NGOs were afraid of what 
their headquarters were going to 
think and they were afraid of coun-
ter-terrorism legislation,” she said.

Back to independence
In the past 18 months, international 

NGOs have started to admit to their 
negotiations on humanitarian ac-
cess with the Taliban. Part of this is 
a wider political realization that the 
Taliban will not be beaten militar-
ily, which makes such deals more 
acceptable for Western govern-
PHQWV²DOO� SROLWLFDO� VLGHV� QRZ� DF-
cept the inevitability of negotiated 
settlement. 

But the largest factor has been 
the withdrawal of foreign troops. By 
the end of this year, foreigners will 
no longer play a combat role in Af-
ghanistan’s war. For aid organiza-
tions, it is an opportunity to show 
their commitment to the country is 
not tied to military objectives.

“The more the military pull out 
the more there is an opportunity for 
humanitarian actors to distinguish 
themselves,” John Butt, access fo-
cal point at the Norwegian Refugee 
Council, said. “Humanitarians have 
an opportunity to stand up and be 
counted as humanitarians.”

Humanitarian Coordinator Mark 
Bowden pointed to the decision 
to stop deploying the PRTs in late 
2012 as another crucial moment in 
sharpening the lines between the 
military and humanitarians. “The 
biggest factor was not just the troop 
withdrawal but actually the closure 
RI� WKH� 357V²WKH\� ZHUH� WKH� PRVW�
confusing element of this. We have 
now had almost two years without 
WKH�357V��VR�LW�LV�D�GL̆HUHQW�RSHUD-
tional environment.”

He said that in the past year ne-
gotiations on humanitarian access 
with the Taliban had advanced 

DQG� WKDW�KH�ZDV� FRQ¿GHQW� RI�PRY-
ing towards impartiality. “We give 
humanitarian assistance in ac-
cordance with humanitarian prin-
FLSOHV²ZKLFK�PHDQV� LW�JRHV�RQ�WKH�
basis of need to areas across the 
country. That is not challenged by 
the government or by the Taliban,” 
he said.

“Here there are now clearer lines 
of communication than there were 
before. We have certainly shared 
the CHAP [Common Humanitarian 
Action Plan] with the Taliban. They 
are fully aware of the strategy as we 
have shared the CHAP with the gov-
ernment on an equal basis.”

Thirteen years after the invasion 
of Afghanistan, it appears that hu-
PDQLWDULDQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH�¿QDOO\�
opening up to the Taliban. Trust is 
still developing and the number of 
organizations that can operate easi-
ly in Taliban areas remains relative-
ly few, but at least aid agencies are 
taking on the challenge. This could 
help, Ruttig said, foster a wider po-
litical understanding.

“There are a lot of humanitarian 
and development actors who are 
forced to work with the Taliban in 
the areas where they work,” he said. 
“This can be good because it is also 
an interaction, which might con-
tribute to change and improve mu-
tual understanding.”

Aid workers and analysts agree 
that Afghanistan provides lessons 
IRU�KXPDQLWDULDQV� LQ�RWKHU� FRQÀLFW�
]RQHV²SDUWLFXODUO\� RQHV�ZKHUH� WKH�
West is an active participant in the 
battles. Never again should human-
itarians allow themselves to become 
the civilian wing of an invasion. “In 

Iraq and Syria, aid workers have 
to make sure they remain neutral 
and seek access agreements early,” 
Jackson said. “In some ways, this is 
the lesson of Afghanistan.”

Republished with permission from 
IRIN.
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read 
English-language newspaper

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

“Never 
again should 
humanitarians 
allow themselves 
to become the 
civilian wing of 
an invasion. ‘In 
Iraq and Syria, aid 
workers have to 
make sure they 
remain neutral 
and seek access 
agreements early. 
In some ways, this 
is the lesson of 
Afghanistan.’”

Talking to the Taliban, again


