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Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Dec. 14—Ongoing 
clashes between Islah and Houthi 
supporters in Arhab district of 
Sana’a governorate ended on 
Sunday, with Houthis gaining 
control over the area. 

Abduljalil Sinan, the leading 
sheikh of Arhab district, told the 
Yemen Times that the situation 
within the district remained calm as 
of Monday and that, “The Houthis 
have set up checkpoints in the 
district and  control everything.” 

Hussein Al-Bukhaiti, a 
prominent Houthi member and 
DFWLYLVW�� FRQ¿UPHG�� ³7KH� SRSXODU�
committees have established 
checkpoints everywhere and are 
cooperating with security forces 
in the district—exactly like the 
popular committees do in Sana’a 
city.”
)LJKWLQJ�¿UVW�EURNH�RXW�RQ�)ULGD\��

involving local supporters of both 
the Islah party and the Houthi 
movement. “The clashes took place 
in villages under the control of Islah 
ḊOLDWHG� VKHLNKV� DQG� UHVLGHQWV��
Areas include: Al-Khamees, 
Hazam, Al-Rajw, Zandan, Jubar, 
Al-Arshan, Bait Maran and Bait 
Al-Haneq villages.” Sinan said that 
all other areas remained safe and 
XQWRXFKHG� E\� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ�� 0DQ\�
“politically neutral” tribesmen 
refused to get involved,” he said. 

“Tribesmen are fed up with 
political disputes, and are aware 
of their consequences,” he said. 
“We’ve seen hundreds of families 
become displaced due to clashes in 
Amran, Al-Jawf, and Al-Baida.” 

Mohammed Abdullah, a resident 
of Bait Maran village in Arhab, 

agreed with Sinan’s assessment, 
saying that most residents in the 
YLOODJH�ZHUH�ḊOLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�,VODK�
party.  He claims that no Houthi 
supporters live in Bait Maran. 
“On Sunday, Houthis blew up the 
Quran center in Bait Maran, which 
they assumed was an Islah center,” 
KH� VDLG�� 1R� ¿JKWLQJ� RFFXUUHG� LQ�
the village, according to Abdullah, 
with residents refusing to engage in 
open clashes with the Houthis.

Currently, Houthis, who are 
all originally from other areas, 
are cooperating with local police 
forces  and have set up checkpoints 
throughout the streets in the village, 
according to Abdullah. 

“We call on President Hadi and 
the government to intervene and 
send a presidential committee that 
can come up with a permanent 
solution to stop the clashes,” 
Abdullah declared, saying that he 
feared that clashes may renew any 
moment. 

Violation of February’s 
agreement?
Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a member 
RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH�
in Sana’a, accuses local Islah 
supporters in Arhab of having 
violated an agreement signed 
between the two parties on Feb. 8. 
7KH� FHDVH¿UH� DJUHHPHQW�� ZKLFK�

was signed in the presence of a 
presidential committee assigned to 
UHVROYH� WKH� FRQÀLFW�� UHTXLUHG� ERWK�
VLGHV� WR� HQG� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ�� DQG� WR�
UHPRYH� XQṘFLDO� FKHFNSRLQWV� DQG�
barricades from the Sana’a-Sa’ada 
road.

Al-Bukhaiti blames members 
of the Islah Party and Al-Qaeda in 
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) of 

having violated the agreement after 
an attack was launched against 
Houthi supporters at the Bani 
Jaidat mosque in the Yahis area of 
Arhab district on Friday.

“RPGs were used to attack 
Houthis during Friday prayers. 
Several were killed, as a result,” 
he said said, claiming he did not  
know the exact number of Houthi 
casualties.  
³7KRVH� 7DN¿ULV� >,VODK� DQG�

AQAP members] also attacked 
0RKDPPHG� 1DZIDO� >D� SURPLQHQW�
Houthi member in Arhab] on 
Friday in the area of Al-Sama 
Mountain, as well as members of 

Houthi popular committees. The 
clashes came in response to these 
attacks,” Al-Bukhaiti added. 

Zaid Al-Shami, head of the Islah 
Party bloc in parliament, told 
the Yemen Times that he could 
not comment on which side was 
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�VWDUWLQJ�WKH�¿JKWLQJ�
on Friday. 

The alleged presence of AQAP 
in Arhab district made headlines 
in late May, when the Yemeni 
military carried out a raid in the 
district’s Bani Hakm area, killing 
two “members of Al-Qaeda,” and 
arresting members of “a terrorist 
cell,” according to the Ministry of 

Defense.
$�VHOI�LGHQWL¿HG�$4$3�VXSSRUWHU�

in Arhab, who spoke to the Yemen 
Times on condition of anonymity, 
FRQGHPQHG� WKH� ³SDFL¿VP´� RI� ORFDO�
Islah supporters, saying that “The 
men of Rada’a are real men. They 
defend their villages and homes.  
Islah party members in Arhab 
simply surrendered.” 
³:H� >$4$3@�ZHUH� UHDG\� WR�EDFN�

WKH� ,VODK� PHPEHUV� LQ� WKHLU� ¿JKW�
against the Houthis in Arhab but 
they surrendered before we could,” 
the source added. 

Five AQAP members were killed 
on Saturday, “in an ambush set by 

the Houthis in the Umara area near 
Al-Sama Mountain, in Arhab” the 
source said.  

Al-Bukhaiti told the Yemen Times 
on Monday that all areas in Arhab 
were cleared of Islah and AQAP 
members and  that the Houthis 
maintained control of everything. 
This rather ambiguous statement 
was contradicted by Abdullah, who 
reports that in his village, “Islah 
members and supporters remain in 
their homes.” However, as Abdullah 
DGPLWV��³7KH\�SURPLVHG�QRW�WR�¿JKW�
the Houthis and withdrew from a 
number of strategic positions such 
as atop Bait Maran hill.”

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Dec. 15—Al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) claimed 
responsibility on Sunday for the 
DVVDVVLQDWLRQ� RI� OHDGLQJ� *3&� ¿JXUH�
Salim Ghufaina that morning.

Ghufaina was chairman of the 
General People’s Congress (GPC) 
branch in Marib governorate, and 
chairman of the Majzar district Local 
Administrative Council. 

AQAP claimed on its Twitter account 
WKDW�D�JURXS�RI�$4$3�¿JKWHUV�SODQWHG�
an explosive device on Ghufaina’s car, 
and detonated it at 10:30 a.m., when 
Ghufaina was driving with his son 
and bodyguard through the Al-Jawf 
roundabout in Marib city.  

AQAP accused Ghufaina of helping 
to facilitate the expansion of the 
Houthi presence into the Jedaan tribal 
region in Marib governorate, but did 
not provide any further details.

On Nov. 10, Houthis took over the 
Al-Maas military base located in the 
Jedaan region, in what many claimed 
signaled an attempt by the Houthis to 
take over Marib governorate. 

However, two weeks later on Nov. 25, 
Houthis and prominent leaders within 
the Obaidah, Jedaan and Murad 
WULEHV� VLJQHG� DQ� ṘFLDO� FHDVH¿UH��
in which the former pledged not to 
expand further into the governorate if 
the latter promised not to aid or abet 
AQAP members. 

The agreement contained 13 
clauses, which tasked tribesmen with 
protecting the governorate’s public 
facilities and roads, in addition to 
any Houthis or residents who lived in 
the area. Clause four states that, “The 

second party must guarantee the safety 
of the governorate’s roads, along with 
all areas of the governorate, to ensure 
that no Muslims are robbed or have 
their possessions taken from them.” 

Whether or not the assassination of 
Ghufaina signals a failure on the part 
of the tribesmen to successfully uphold 
the agreement remains unclear. Ali 
Al-Qahoom, a member of the Houthi 
3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� FODLPV� WKDW�
this is not the case. “The assassination 

was of a GPC member by AQAP 
¿JKWHUV��ZKLOH�WKH�FHDVH¿UH�DJUHHPHQW�
applies only to Houthis and the tribes 
of Marib,” he said. “Neither we nor 
the tribes can prevent all such things 
from happening. We do not consider 
this a failure on the behalf of tribes to 
implement security.”

The Defense Ministry website 
FRQ¿UPHG� WKH� DVVDVVLQDWLRQ� RI�
Ghufaina and his son, and added 
that investigations into his murder 

are still ongoing. It announced that 
Ghufainia’s body guard was injured in 
the explosion. 

Abshal Al-Futaini, a GPC member 
and Murad tribal leader who signed 
the agreement, admitted that although 
Ghufaini was not a Houthi, he was 
known as a long time Houthi supporter. 
Al-Mutamar Net, media mouthpiece of 
the GPC, reported the assassination 
Monday morning and condemned the 
attack. 

Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Dec. 15— Khalid Al-Junaid, a prominent 
member of the Southern Movement, was killed on Monday 
after being captured earlier that morning. 

Fuad Rashed, secretary of the Southern Movement, 
accuses the state’s Special Security Forces in Aden of 
detaining Al-Junaid, 42, in Al-Arood square, before killing 
him. Al-Junaid was an often-cited source in the Yemen 
Times regarding the movement.

Majed Al-Shuaibi, a political activist from the Southern 
Movement, said witnesses told him that Al-Junaid was 
taken by soldiers in an armored vehicle before being killed. 
0RKDPPHG�0RVDHG��DQ�ṘFHU�IURP�WKH�VHFXULW\�IRUFHV�

LQ�$GHQ��FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�$O�-XQDLG�ZDV�NLOOHG�RQ�0RQGD\��
+H�FODLPV� WKDW�KLV�GHDWK�FDPH�GXULQJ�D�¿UH�H[FKDQJH� LQ�
Khur Maksa neighborhood, not far from Al-Arood square, 
EHWZHHQ�VHFXULW\�IRUFHV�DQG�DQ�DUPHG�JURXS�ḊOLDWHG�ZLWK�
the Southern Movement. 

“He was shot dead while our forces were trying to 
stop armed men from vandalizing property. They were 
intimidating shop owners and local residents,” said 
Mosaed. 

Rashed believes security forces are simply trying to 
justify their killing of the movement leader after the 
IDFW�� ³>7KH\¶UH@� FRPLQJ� XS� ZLWK� EDVHOHVV� DOOHJDWLRQV� WR�
rationalize their acts.”

The killing of Al-Junaid, says Rashed, is the latest in 
a series of acts committed by “the northern occupying 
troops” in a bid to intimidate protesters and undermine the 
6RXWKHUQ�0RYHPHQW¶V�H̆RUWV�WR�VHFXUH�JUHDWHU�DXWRQRP\�
IRU�VRXWKHUQ�<HPHQ��7KRVH�H̆RUWV�EHJDQ�LQ�HDUQHVW�ZLWK�
the establishment of a protest camp in Al-Arood square 
on Oct. 14.

Al-Junaid was last detained by security forces on Aug. 
31. On that occasion he was taken from Arwa Street in 
Crater, Aden, and brought to a Special Forces Security 
ṘFH�� NQRZQ� ORFDOO\� DV� WKH� ��� -XQH� %DVH�� +H� ZDV� KHOG�
without charges and denied access to a lawyer. He was 
only released 25 days before his death.

Houthis gain control over Arhab district

AQAP claims responsibility for 
assassination of GPC leader in Marib

Southern 
Movement 
leader killed 
in Aden 

Salim Ghufaina, chairman of the GPC branch in Marib governorate, was assasinated on Sunday morning. AQAP 
members claimed responsibility for the attack later that day. 
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki 

SANA’A, Dec. 15—A number of 
employees working in government 
institutions in Yemen’s southern 
governorates participated in a 
campaign of peaceful civil disobe-
dience on Monday, lasting from 6 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The campaign came in response 
to a statement issued by the 
Southern Movement’s Supreme 
Supervisory Committee, calling 
for workers in all government fa-
cilities including those working in 
the education and transportation 
sectors, corporations, factories, 
and in all parts of the commercial 
sector, to take part in an eight-
hour strike. It exempted 
those working in hospi-
tals, pharmacies, electric-
ity and water emergency 
crews, and all sea and air-
SRUWV�DV�ZHOO�DV�RLO�UH¿QHU-
ies. 

According to Majid Al-
Shuaibi, a member of the 
committee’s media coun-
cil, the Southern Move-
ment had sent six del-
egates out to six separate 
governorates, including 
Shabwa, Abyan, Hadram-
out, Al-Dhalla, Lahj and 
Aden. Their task, he said, 
is to organize and mobilize 
southerners to take part in 
the campaign. 

Abdu Fare, who is origi-
nally from Dhamar gov-
ernorate and the director 
RI� WKH� HGXFDWLRQ� ṘFH� LQ�
Aden city, claimed that all 
government employees in 
WKH�ṘFH�KDG�WDNHQ�WR�WKH�
streets to take part in the 
civil disobedience cam-
paign. 

Abdu Al-Wisabi, sec-
retary in a local institute 
teaching computer skills 
in Aden city, said he does 
not support southern calls 
for secession. He showed 
up to work on Monday, de-
spite calls for civil disobe-
dience, saying, however, 
that he was the only one 
LQ� WKH�ṘFH�� ³1R�RQH� HOVH�
showed up.”  

Salem Al-Abdali, a bill 
collector within the state-
owned General Electricity 

Institute’s Aden branch, claimed 
WKDW�WKH�LQVWLWXWH¶V�ṘFHV�FORVHG�LQ�
solidarity with the civil disobedi-
HQFH� FDPSDLJQ�� ³:H� SDUWLFLSDWHG�
in the campaign in response to 
calls made by the Southern Move-
PHQW�´� KH� VDLG�� ³$IWHU� �� S�P���
however, work hours end for gov-
ernment employees, so we didn’t 
return to work after that.” He 
claims a number of other workers 
in government facilities also took 
part in the strike. 

Mohammad Al-Shaibani, a com-
SODLQWV�ṘFHU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�0LQLVWU\�
RI�:DWHU¶V�2̇FH�LQ�$GHQ��VDLG�WKDW�
KLV�ṘFHV�ZHUH�FORVHG�XQWLO�QRRQ��
after which only four employees 
returned. Al-Shaibani would not 

say how many employees in total 
boycotted work that day. 

A banker in a public bank in 
Aden, who asked to remain anony-
mous, said that the bank closed its 
ṘFHV� LQ� IHDU� RI� SRVVLEOH� DWWDFNV�
by Southern Movement members. 

The Yemen Times contacted 
local residents and workers in 
Hadramout, Abyan, Lahj, Shab-
wa and Al-Dhale cities who all 
claimed that large numbers of 
government employees took part 
in the campaign. The Yemen 
Times could not independently 
verify how many government em-
ployees in these cities and gover-
norates took part in protests. 
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Dec. 15—The Houthis 
allegedly blew-up four homes on 
Sunday belonging to individuals 
they claimed to be members of 
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula (AQAP) in the town of Hamat 
Bani Sarar in Rada’a. The Houthis 
declined to comment on the allega-
tions. 

Renewed clashes between 
Houthis and tribesmen with al-
leged links to AQAP broke out in 
the village of Hamat Bani Sarar 
Saturday evening and lasted until 
Sunday morning. The clashes start-
ed after Houthis submitted a list of 
14 names Saturday morning to the 
village’s tribal leadership. All men 
on the list were living in the area 
and wanted by the Houthis due to 
their alleged links to AQAP. 

Three of those on the list turned 
themselves in to the Houthis, who 
have controlled the village since 
taking over Rada’a city and its sur-
rounding areas on Oct. 20, accord-
ing to Ahmed Al-Leqahi, a local 
resident. Beginning Sunday, the 
Houthis announced a three day 
deadline to announce the where-
abouts of the 11 remaining indi-
viduals.   

Dr. Amar Al-Tam, chairman of 
WKH� ,VODK� SROLWLFDO� SDUW\¶V� ṘFLDO�
media center in Rada’a, claimed 
that by Saturday afternoon, the 
Houthis sent an emissary to the 
village’s tribal leadership demand-
ing to know the whereabouts of the 
11 remaining men. The emissary 
was reportedly killed he said, by a 
WULEDO�HOGHU��ZKR�WKHQ�ÀHG�WKH�DUHD��
Abdullah Al-Serary, a local resident 
and neighbor of the tribal elder 
who was contacted by the Houthis, 
FRQ¿UPHG�$O�7DP¶V�DFFRXQW�WR�WKH�
Yemen Times, saying that a Houthi 
had been killed during the course 
of negotiations. 
6KRUWO\�DIWHUZDUGV��+RXWKL�¿JKW-

ers stationed atop Al-Qalalah and 
Artel mountains overlooking the 
village were attacked by AQAP 
¿JKWHUV� DQG� DOOLHG� WULEHVPHQ�� LQ�
clashes that lasted until Sunday 
morning, according to Leqahi. He 
said that ten Houthis and an un-
known number of tribesmen and 
$4$3�¿JKWHUV�ZHUH�NLOOHG��7KH�<H-
men Times could not independent-
ly verify the number of casualties. 
$EX� 0XTEHO� $O�4DL¿�� D� VHOI�

LGHQWL¿HG� $4$3� ¿JKWHU� EDVHG� LQ�
Rada’a, told the Yemen Times 
WKDW� $4$3� ¿JKWHUV� NLOOHG� GR]HQV�
of Houthis in Hamat Bani Sarar 
on Saturday, and controlled the 
village until Monday morning, at 
ZKLFK�SRLQW�WKH\�ZLWKGUHZ�IRU�³WDF-
tical reasons.” 

Waleed Al-Dailemi, a local 
Houthi commander in Rada’a city 
and its surrounding areas, con-
¿UPHG�WKDW�WKH�+RXWKLV�KDG�VRXJKW�
to apprehend 14 tribesmen from 
the village on Saturday, and that 
clashes took place in the Hamat 
Bani Sarar village later that day. 
He claimed the Houthis had beaten 
EDFN�$4$3�¿JKWHUV�DQG� UHPDLQHG�
in control of the village, however 
would not comment on the number 
of casualties they sustained. 

Following the clashes on Sun-
day morning, Leqahi claimed that 
Houthis blew up four of the homes 
of the remaining 11 men who had 
not been apprehended, damaging 
ten other homes in the process. 
Houthis have since threatened to 
blow up the homes of the remain-
ing seven men, he claimed. Later 
that day, Leqahi said the Houthis 
made a public announcement giv-
ing the villagers three days to turn 
over the remaining 11 individuals, 
or else they would blow up the re-
maining seven homes. 

Al-Dailemi, the local Houthi 
FRPPDQGHU�� FRQ¿UPHG� WKHVH�
events, saying that a three day 
deadline had been given to the vil-
lagers to hand over the individuals 
and that the Houthis would blow 
up the homes of the individuals if 
they did not comply. He declined to 
comment on whether the Houthis 
had already blown up four homes 
HDUO\� 6XQGD\�� ³7KH� ��� UHPDLQLQJ�
individuals are AQAP members 
who have killed members of An-
sar Allah’s [the Houthis’] popular 
committees in previous battles,” 
KH�VDLG��³/RFDOV�KDYH�WKUHH�GD\V�WR�
hand them over,” he said.  
� 6HYHUDO� GR]HQ� IDPLOLHV� ÀHG� WKH�

YLOODJH� DV� D� UHVXOW� RI� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ��
DFFRUGLQJ� WR� 1DVVHU� $O�+DULUL�� D�
FLWL]HQ� OLYLQJ� LQ� 1RZIDQ�� D� YLOODJH�
located next to Hamat Bani Sarar. 
He claimed a number of families 
KDG�ÀHG�DQG�WDNHQ�UHIXJH�LQ�5DGD¶D�
FLW\�� 1RZIDQ� DQG� WKH� QHLJKERULQJ�
village of Zuweib. He added that 
WKH�+RXWKLV�KDG�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�¿UP�
perimeter around the village and 

were not allowing anyone to enter 
or leave. 

The clashes in Hamat Bani Sarar 
RFFXUUHG� D� GD\� DIWHU� $4$3� ¿JKW-
ers attacked Houthi positions 
LQ� 5DGD¶D� FLW\� RQ� )ULGD\�� 1DVVHU�
Al-Sane’, chairman of Rada’a dis-
WULFW¶V� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� 2̇FH�� FODLPHG�
WKDW� $4$3� ¿JKWHUV� DWWDFNHG� WKH�
city from four directions, killing 
30 Houthis in the process. The 
GHDGOLHVW� ¿JKWLQJ� WRRN� SODFH� LQ�
the northeast corner of the city, 
he said, where a number of houses 
were destroyed as a result of AQAP 
shelling. He claimed that Houthi 
¿JKWHUV� ZHUH� WDNHQ� E\� VXUSULVH�
when the attack was launched, and 
ÀHG�WKH�DUHDV�WKH\�ZHUH�VWDWLRQHG��
UHWXUQLQJ� ODWHU� DIWHU� $4$3� ¿JKW-
ers withdrew. Houthis have since 
reclaimed total control of the city, 
he said. 

Al-Dailami told the Yemen 
7LPHV� WKDW� 5DGD¶D� ZDV� ¿UPO\� XQ-
der the control of the Houthis fol-
lowing the clashes, but would not 
provide any details of what hap-
pened. AQAP claimed on its Twit-
ter page on Friday that more than 
70 Houthis had been killed in the 
attacks on Rada’a, and that AQAP 
PHPEHUV� ¿UHG� 53*� PLVVLOHV� DW�
the historic Rada’a Castle located 
in the center of the city during the 
FRXUVH� RI� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ�� 7KH� FDVWOH�
was built during the era of the Hi-
myarite kingdom that ruled Yemen 
from 110AD to 525AD, and is said 
to date back to 243 AD. 

Hussein Al-Bukhaiti a member 
RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� LQ�
Sana’a, refuted AQAP’s claims that 
GR]HQV� KDG� EHHQ� NLOOHG�� ³,� ZDV� LQ�
Rada’a on Saturday, the situation 
ZDV�FDOP�´�KH�VDLG��³:H�ORVW�D�IHZ�
¿JKWHUV�� EXW� QRW� WRR� PDQ\�´� +H�
would not comment on the amount 
RI�+RXWKLV�NLOOHG�LQ�WKH�¿JKWLQJ��+H�
said he had no information on the 
clashes that took place in Hamat 
Bani Sarar. 

Ahmed Al-Salahi, a special forces 
soldier stationed at the castle, said 
that it was not damaged as a result 
RI� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ�� 6SHFLDO� 6HFXULW\�
Forces have been in control of the 
castle he claimed since Houthis 
took over the city Oct. 20, as part of 
an agreement reached between the 
two groups. However he acknowl-
edged that the rest of the city was 
¿UPO\�XQGHU�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�+RXWKL�
popular committees. 

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Dec. 14—Security sourc-
es told the Yemen Times that inves-
tigations into a shoot-out that took 
place Saturday at the Haradh bor-
der crossing with Saudi Arabia in 
Hajja governorate are ongoing, but 
have not yet produced any tangible 
results.

On Saturday, Dec. 13, a private 
vehicle, carrying four alleged mem-
bers of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP), was stopped 
and inspected at the Haradh border 
crossing in Hajja governorate.

A security source who witnessed 
events on Saturday reported that 
two of the four men were dressed 
LQ� ³$ED\DV�´� ZLGH�� EODFN� JDUPHQWV�
that are commonly worn by Yemeni 
women. When the four suspects 
were asked to leave the car and 
identify themselves, the respon-
VLEOH� VHFXULW\� ṘFHU� ZDV� VKRW� DQG�
wounded by the suspects. In re-
VSRQVH��WKH�ṘFHU�RSHQHG�¿UH�DW�WKH�
four men, killing three and injuring 
one, the driver.
³6XFK� LQYHVWLJDWLRQV� UHTXLUH� D�

great deal of discretion in order for 
us to discover as much information 
DV�SRVVLEOH�´�D�VHFXULW\�ṘFLDO�ZRUN-

LQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SUHVLGHQW¶V�ṘFH�WROG�
the Yemen Times Monday evening. 
The Ministry of Defense announced 
on Saturday night that investiga-
tions into the shooting are ongoing, 
and did not reveal whether or not 
the four men involved in the border 
attack belonged to AQAP.

According to the security source, 
who spoke to the Yemen Times on 
condition of anonymity, the three 
corpses and the injured driver were 
all sent to the Military Hospital in 
Sana’a on Saturday. Based on the 
Yemeni identity cards found on the 
suspects, one is from Al-Dhale gov-
ernorate, two are from Dhamar gov-
ernorate, and one is from Hadram-
out governorate, he added.
7KH� VHFXULW\� ṘFHU� LQ� +DUDGK�

FODLPHG�� ³'RFXPHQWV� DQG� ERRNV�
belonging to Al-Qaeda were found 
with these individuals.”
7DKD� $O�6KDUD¿�� FRPPDQGHU� RI�

the Houthi popular committee at 
the Haradh border crossing, also 
claimed that the four suspects were 
members of AQAP. He claimed a 
large number of audio and video 
clips with them, showing prominent 
AQAP sheikhs in Yemen were found 
in the suspects’ vehicle. These docu-
ments, in addition to phones, and 

ERRNV��KDYH�EHHQ�FRQ¿VFDWHG�E\�WKH�
+RXWKLV��$O�6KDUD¿�VDLG�

Houthi popular committees have 
permanently been stationed at the 
Haradh border crossing follow-
ing the Houthis spread throughout 
Hajja governorate in early October. 
:KLOH� $O�6KDUD¿� UHIXVHV� WR� UHYHDO�
the exact number of Houthis at the 
border crossing, the security source 
spoken with welcomed the extra 
PDQSRZHU�� GHFODULQJ� WKDW�� ³VHFX-
rity forces and Houthis are working 
closely together.”

According to both the security 
VRXUFH�DQG�$O�6KDUD¿�� WKH�+RXWKLV�
interrogated the one surviving sus-
SHFW�� ,Q� WKH� SURFHVV�� ³7KH� LQMXUHG�
man admitted that the group was 
on their way to Saudi Arabia, how-
ever would not say why,” according 
WR�$O�6KDUD¿���

As of Monday evening, AQAP has 
not released a statement claiming 
the four men as its members. How-
ever, four anonymous sources, all 
VHOI�LGHQWL¿HG� $4$3� ¿JKWHUV�� WROG�
the Yemen Times that the suspects 
who were killed and injured at the 
Haradh border crossing belonged 
to AQAP. 
8QLGHQWL¿HG�PLOLWDQWV�FDUULHG�RXW�

a suicide attack on July 4 at Hadra-

mout’s Al-Wadia border crossing 
linking Yemen and Saudi Arabia.

Maintaining security along the 
1,800 kilometers long Yemeni-Sau-
di border has long presented a chal-

lenge for both countries. The most 
prominent security threats include 
KXPDQ� DQG� GUXJ� WUḊFNLQJ�� 6LQFH�
2003, Saudi Arabia has been trying 
to complete a fence running along 

its border with Yemen but has faced 
obstacles from farmers who oppose 
the project. They argue that it will 
prevent them from accessing pas-
tures for their livestock. 

Houthis blow up homes of 
alleged AQAP members

Identity of alleged AQAP members in Haradh attack 
remains unknown

Civil disobedience campaign 
held in southern governorates

Four men clad in Abayas were stopped at a border crossing in Hajja governorate. A shoot-out with 
security forces left three of the men dead and one injured. 

Many store owners in Aden chose to close their shops on Monday, in 
support of the Southern Movement’s call for a strike.
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S
ince October, Rada’a 

city has been engulfed 

in a spiral of violence 

between Houthis, mem-

bers of Al-Qaeda in the 

Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and al-

OLHG�WULEHVPHQ��7KH�RQJRLQJ�¿JKWLQJ�
KDV�H̆HFWHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�QHLJKERU-
ing towns and villages, leaving thou-

sands displaced.

In early December, the Yemen 

Times visited Rada’a city and its 

surrounding areas in an attempt to 

get a better grasp of the situation—

including the living conditions of 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

ZKR�ZHUH�IRUFHG�WR�ÀHH�WKHLU�KRPHV�
DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�¿JKWLQJ�

Abdullah Mohammed Al-Rada’i, 

a father of seven, is one of many 

ZKR�ÀHG�5DGD¶D�FLW\�ZLWK�KLV�IDPLO\�
in early October when the clashes 

¿UVW�EHJDQ��+H��DORQJ�ZLWK�KLV�IDP-

ily, live in a makeshift home in a 

local school in Al-Khadra neighbor-

hood in Rada’a city of Al-Baida’s 

governorate, long known as an 

AQAP stronghold. “The situation 

was already tense the last few years, 

before these last rounds of clashes 

broke out,” he said. “However now, 

things have gotten much worse.” 

Al-Rada’i and his family share a 

schoolhouse with dozens of other 

displaced families from Rada’a. 

They say they lack blankets, clothes, 

food, and medicine.  “Winter’s upon 

us and the weather has gotten very 

cold. However, my family and I only 

have two blankets. Locals provide 

us with food every now and then but 

it’s never enough for all of us,” Al-

Rada’i said. The area surrounding 

Rada’a city is rural and mountain-

ous with rugged topography, where 

residents subsist primarily on agri-

culture.  

Abdullah Al-Auqbi, deputy chair-

man of the Charitable Society for 

Social Welfare in Rada’a—the social 

wing of the Islah party—told the Ye-

men Times that since October over 

1,000 families have been displaced 

from Al-Manaseh village and 250 

from the near-by Khubza village, 

both located several kilometers 

north of Rada’a city. Of those who 

ÀHG� $O�0DQDVHK�� KH� VDLG�� DERXW�
half have returned to their homes. 

However, due to ongoing clashes in 

Khubza, residents remain displaced.

“We’ve distributed 300 blankets 

and 200 food baskets, which in-

clude wheat, cooking oil and sugar, 

to 257 displaced families from vari-

ous cities, towns and villages who 

have taken refuge in Al-Salil, Bani 

Ziyad and Al-Ajruf villages, in Al-

Quraishia district near Khubza and 

Al-Manasah,” he added. 

Other than the Charitable Society, 

Al-Rada’i claims he has not received 

any humanitarian assistance from 

the government, NGOs, or interna-

tional organizations operating in 

Yemen. “Two weeks ago Islah pro-

vided us with food and blankets,” he 

said. “I haven’t seen anyone else at-

tempt to help us.” 

An inter-agency assessment on 

the Al-Baida governorate published 

on Dec. 1 and compiled by Yemen’s 

5HG�&UHVFHQW��SXWV�WKH�WRWDO�¿JXUH�RI�
IDPs in Rada’a at 2,000 families to-

taling 14,000 people. Of those, 500 

families remain displaced it says. 

The report was drafted in coordina-

WLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2̇FH�
of Coordination for Humanitar-

LDQ�$̆DLUV��2&+$���8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United 

Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR), and the United 

Nations Department of Safety and 

Security (UNDSS). The report fur-

ther claims that 500 displaced fami-

lies received one time emergency 

food assistance on Nov. 29, in ad-

GLWLRQ�WR�K\JLHQH�NLWV��ZDWHU�¿OWHUV��
and jerry cans. 

Nasser Al-Sane, chairman of 

5DGD¶D�GLVWULFW¶V�,QIRUPDWLRQ�2̇FH��
FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� EHJLQQLQJ� WHQ� GD\V�
ago, the Red Crescent successfully 

distributed aid contributed by UNI-

CEF, the World Food Programme 

(WFP) and Doctors without Bor-

GHUV��WKDW�LQFOXGHG�KHDOWK�NLWV��ÀRXU�
and biscuits to 500 families. Further 

aid had been provided six weeks 

prior he said. “They gave blankets, 

mattresses and utensils to a number 

of families.” He could not specify 

which villages or regions the aid had 

been distributed in.  

According to Fahad Al-Taweel, 

D� 5DGD¶D� EDVHG� MRXUQDOLVW�� WKH� ¿UVW�
round of displacements began in 

2FWREHU��³&ODVKHV�LQWHQVL¿HG�LQ�2F-
tober when the Houthis began to 

make serious advances into Rada’a 

in the lead up to their takeover of 

the city and its surrounding areas 

on Oct. 20,” he said. 

He added that a second wave of 

IDPs emerged in November, par-

ticularly from Khubza, when an ex-

LVWLQJ�FHDVH¿UH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�+RXWKLV�
and AQAP was broken on Nov. 9. 

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FHDVH¿UH��+RXWKLV�
would not enter the village if tribes-

men pledged not to harbor mem-

EHUV�RI�$4$3��&RQÀLFWLQJ�VWRULHV�H[-

ist regarding who is responsible for 

EUHDNLQJ�WKH�FHDVH¿UH��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
Al-Taweel, many of the displaced 

have resorted to living in caves 

in the surrounding mountains, in 

neighboring villages, or in school 

houses, mosques, or the homes of 

local residents. 

Sheikh Al-Saleh Abu Suraima is 

a local tribal leader in Baqarat, a 

village located next to Khubza that 

still remains outside the sphere of 

Houthi control. He is also the head  

of the Coalition of Saba Region 

Tribesmen. Saba is one of six fed-

eral regions set to be established in 

accordance with the NDC outcomes, 

and includes the Yemeni governor-

ates of Marib, Al-Jawf and Al-Baida. 

Suraimi claims to have fought 

against the Houthis during their 

recent incursions into Rada’a, but 

maintains that he and his tribesmen 

have no alliance with AQAP and 

have prevented them from enter-

ing Baqarat. Having witnessed the 

¿JKWLQJ�¿UVWKDQG��KH�FODLPV�WKDW�DOO�
300 families living within Khubza 

YLOODJH�KDYH�ÀHG��ZKDW�KH�HVWLPDWHV�
to be about 2,000 people. 

³2ULJLQDOO\�� UHVLGHQWV� ÀHG� WR� WKH�
caves,” he said. “Often, shelling by 

both AQAP and the Houthis, who 

station themselves in the mountains 

where a number of caves are locat-

ed, accidentally strike IDPs.” As a 

result, he said that, “Many have left 

the caves and moved into the homes 

of people in surrounding villages 

WKDW� KDYH� QRW� ZLWQHVVHG� DQ\� ¿JKW-
ing.” 

Hajj Mohammad Abdu Al-Khubzi 

is a father of 14. He and all his family 

PHPEHUV�ÀHG�.KXE]D�LQ�1RYHPEHU�
following the Houthi takeover of the 

village, and have since taken refuge 

in the home of a relative living in the 

Dar Al-Najed village in Al-Quraishia 

district.

Al-Khubzi claims he did not want 

to leave his home but that he was 

forced to do so by the Houthis. 

“[The Houthis] kicked all the vil-

lage’s residents out of their homes 

and threatened those who refused 

with murder … they destroyed our 

homes and ransacked our lands 

and properties,” he said. Houthis 

surrounding Khubza were under 

strict order not to let anyone enter 

when the Yemen Times visited the 

area. However, Walid Dailemi, a lo-

cal Houthi commander stationed in 

WKH� DUHD��ZKR� WRRN� SDUW� LQ� ¿JKWLQJ�
in Rada’a and Khubza, denied Al-

Khubzi’s allegations. 

“We didn’t kick anyone out of 

.KXE]D��WKH�UHVLGHQWV�ÀHG�´�KH�VDLG��
“Admittedly, they did so out of fear 

of the popular committees loyal to 

the Houthis.” While local tribes-

men claim the Houthis launched 

an attack on Khubza on the day 

WKH� FHDVH¿UH� ZDV� YLRODWHG�� 'DLO-
emi claimed that Houthis had been 

¿UHG� XSRQ� RQ� WKH� GD\� LQ� TXHVWLRQ�
by AQAP members who had taken 

refuge inside the village and were 

allied with the local population. “We 

invaded the village and took it over. 

/RFDOV�ZHUH�DIUDLG��VR�WKH\�ÀHG��EXW�
we haven’t destroyed any of their 

homes or farms,” he said. Dailemi 

claims that the Houthis allowed lo-

cal residents to return to the village 

last week.  

$O�.KXE]L� FRXOG� QRW� FRQ¿UP�
Dailemi’s account of events, say-

ing that throughout last week only 

a few Khubza residents have oc-

casionally returned to the village. 

They are mostly men, according to 

Al-Khubzi, who return only during 

the day to tend to their family’s qat 

farms. “At night, they go back to the 

caves,” he said. 

Lack of long term solutions
The Yemeni government released a 

statement in July saying that there 

were a total of 500,000 IDPs living 

in Yemen, and called on the inter-

national community to help provide 

them with assistance. That month, 

the European Union (EU) pledged 

to allocate $8 million worth of food 

assistance, to be administered by 

WFP for IDPs in Yemen. 

In its most recent statistics avail-

able on its website, UNHCR pre-

dicts that the total number of IDPs 

in Yemen would reach 365,000 

by Jan. 2015, and that of those, 

310,000 would be assisted by UN-

HCR. It is unclear whether or not 

,'3V� ÀHHLQJ� ¿JKWLQJ� LQ� WKH�5DGD¶D�
district will be among those provid-

ed for. The Yemen Times contacted 

Fares Khoalid, a communications 

assistant with WFP, and Abdulilah 

7DTL�� SXEOLF� FRPPXQLFDWLRQV� Ṙ-

cer with OCHA. Both said that as of 

now neither organization had plans 

to intervene permanently in Rada’a 

because of the security situation. 

 “There’s only one hospital in 

5DGD¶D�� ZKLFK� LV� XQGHUVWD̆HG� DQG�
FRQVWDQWO\� RYHUÀRZLQJ� ZLWK� SD-

tients,” according to Al-Taweel. 

³7KLV� PDNHV� LW� GL̇FXOW� IRU� DQ\RQH�
—IDPs or civilians—to get proper 

care. The situation has been made 

worse and was compounded by the 

clashes.”

Um Muhammad, 60, lost her hus-

EDQG� DQG� WZR� VRQV� GXULQJ� ¿JKWLQJ�
that took place in Al-Manasah vil-

lage. She had two daughters living 

in Khubza, the youngest of which, 

8 years old, was killed, while the 

RWKHU� ORVW�KHU�¿DQFp��6KH�QRZ�OLYHV�
in a tent on the outskirts of Harria 

village, Wild Rabia district, with 

D� IDPLO\� RI� VHYHQ� ZKR� ÀHG� VLPLODU�
¿JKWLQJ��³7KRVH�ZKR�VX̆HU�WKH�PRVW�
in war are always civilians,” she 

said. “War costs us our lives, homes, 

farms and possessions.”

Clashes in Rada’a has left 
thousands internally displaced

Sheikh Al-Saleh Abu Suraima’s children. 

Hajj Mohammad Abdu Al-Khubzi is a father of 14. He and all his family 
PHPEHUV�ÀHG�.KXE]D� LQ�1RYHPEHU� IROORZLQJ�WKH�+RXWKL� WDNHRYHU�RI�
WKH�YLOODJH�

8P�0XKDPPDG�� ���� ORVW� KHU� KXVEDQG�DQG� WZR�VRQV�GXULQJ�¿JKWLQJ�
WKDW�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�$O�0DQDVDK�YLOODJH��6KH�KDG�WZR�GDXJKWHUV�OLYLQJ�LQ�
.KXE]D��WKH�\RXQJHVW�RI�ZKLFK����\HDUV�ROG��ZDV�NLOOHG��ZKLOH�WKH�RWKHU�
ORVW�KHU�¿DQFp.

6KHLNK�$O�6DOHK�$EX�6XUDLPD�LV�D�ORFDO�WULEDO�OHDGHU�LQ�%DTDUDW��D�YLOODJH�
located next to Khubza that remains outside of Houthi control. 

0DQ\�RI�WKH�GLVSODFHG�KDYH�UHVRUWHG�WR�OLYLQJ�LQ�FDYHV�LQ�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�PRXQWDLQV��LQ�QHLJKERULQJ�YLOODJHV��
or in school houses, mosques, or the homes of local residents. 



Interview by
Khalid Mohammed
Al-Karimi

You have become well known 
after your participation in 
TEDX Sana’a 2014, but how do 
you introduce yourself to those 
who do not know you? 
I was born in Hadramout but have 
been living in Sana’a all my life. 
Before I took part in TEDX Sana’a, 
I was an author. I wrote six books 
that have been distributed in many 
libraries throughout Sana’a. I re-
ceived my bachelor’s degree in 
Islamic Studies from Sana’a Uni-
versity in 1992. Recently, I’ve been 
thinking about going back to school 
to get a master’s degree, but haven’t 
had time as I’ve been preoccupied 
with running my business. Howev-
er, I was able to begin writing, which 
later became one of my passions. 

What’s your business?
“The Skills Building Center,” which 
I opened up in 2012. We teach peo-
SOH� VNLOOV� LQ� YDULRXV� SUDFWLFDO� ¿HOGV�
such as project management, sew-
LQJ��FRL̆XUH��DQG�RWKHU�¿HOGV��

Your last 
s t a t e m e n t 
in TEDX 
Sana’a was that “hardship 
could be a gift.” What led you 
to believe that? 
For much of my life, even as far back 
as my days in university, I remem-
ber feeling bored and depressed. Al-
though I always loved my husband 
and children, I came to be fed up 
after getting married with my life as 
a housewife. All I did was cook and 
clean, I was always at home, and felt 
YHU\�XQIXO¿OOHG��,�ZDV�YHU\�VDG�DQG�
at some points even suicidal, how-
ever ironically, God responded to 
P\� JULHI� ZKHQ� ,� ZDV� LQÀLFWHG�ZLWK�
breast cancer. For me, it was like 
a gift. I used to have no hope, but 
getting sick opened doors for me. 
After I contracted cancer, I realized 
how short life truly was and began 
to appreciate the positive things a 
lot more. I also learned how I could 
help others and learn from them as 
well. Indeed, living through cancer 
is what inspired me to become an 
author and a strong source of sup-
port for others in a similar position.  

How did you recover from can

cer?
First, I underwent an operation in 
Cairo to remove my stricken breast 
in 2008, after which I did chemo-
therapy in Sana’a for eight months. 
However, I also attribute much of 
my recovery to the support given 
WR�PH�E\�P\� IDPLO\�� DQG� WKH� H̆HFW�
this had on my mood and spirit. If 
one remains positive, this can help 
strengthen the immune system. I 
began to focus a lot on the future 
and on my goals, and what I would 
do if and when I recovered. I think 
DOO� RI� WKLV� KDG� D�KXJH� H̆HFW� RQ�P\�
recovery, just as much, if not more, 
than my medical treatment. 

In 2007, you contemplated 
suicide, however by 2014 you 
were a TEDX speaker and a 
shining example of a success-
ful Yemeni woman. In your 
opinion, how could others 
overcome their life problems?
Unfortunately, most people go 
through life without having clear 

goals. 
If one has 

no goal, how can they 
be successful? Once you de-
termine your goals and aspira-
tions, the next step is working 
towards trying to achieve it. 
Destiny and fate will help you 
realize what you want, how-
ever no one can be success-
IXO�ZLWKRXW�¿UVW�¿JXULQJ�RXW�
ZKDW� WKHLU� VSHFL¿F� JRDO� DQG�
mission in life is. They can 
be either short or long term, 
EXW�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS�LV�GHWHUPLQ-
ing what they are. 

Could you tell us about your 
books, and do you plan to write 
more?
The topics of my books alternate 
between cooking and motivational 
content, my two favorite subjects. 
0\� ¿UVW� ERRN� ZDV� FDOOHG�� ³6HFUHWV�
of the Yemeni Kitchen.” The sec-
ond was “Skills and Hobbies.” I 
also wrote other books, entitled 
“Yemeni Sweets and Pastries,” “Be 
a Businesswoman” and “Use Your 
Skills to Succeed.” The last book 
was a collection of success stories of 
people who recovered from cancer. 

7KH�¿UVW�VWRU\�ZDV�PLQH��,�ZDQWHG�WR�
show people that cancer is treatable, 
and that many people have recov-
ered from cancer and returned to 
their normal lives. Of course I plan 
on writing books later on, but at the 
moment I’m solely focused on run-
ning my center and making it the 
best it can be. 

What references did you draw 
from in the course of writing 
your books?
)RU� P\� ¿UVW� ERRN� ,� ZDV� WKH� RQO\�
source. I have a lot of experience 
cooking and was able to draw 
from recipes I developed myself or 
learned from my friends and family. 

What was your best seller? 
Secrets of the Yemeni Kitchen, 
which sold nearly 5,000 copies 
throughout Yemen. 

What courses is the center of-
fering?
,W�R̆HUV�FRXUVHV� LQ�VHZLQJ��PDNLQJ�
LQFHQVH��FRRNLQJ�DQG�FRL̆XUH��7KHVH�
courses help the youth, particularly 
the women, to become more eco-
nomically empowered. One woman 
who studied under me recently 
opened her own bakery after taking 
a class at the center on project man-
agement. However, many women 
take the skills they learn and apply 
WKHP� DW� KRPH�� LQ� VHZLQJ�� FRL̆XUH��
etc. Some of these women run their 
own businesses from home. 

What challenges do you face in 
running your center? 
Obviously, the security situation in 
Sana’a is the biggest obstacle to ex-
panding the center. People do not 
feel safe these days, and fear mov-
ing and traveling around consider-
ing everything that’s been going on. 
7KLV�KDV�D̆HFWHG�EXVLQHVV��

Do you receive any govern-
ment support? 
,�WULHG�WR�JHW�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�IURP�
VHYHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�ṘFHV��EXW�WKH\�
told me that my project was private, 
and couldn’t give me any money. 
I came up with the money to open 
the center by selling my jewelry, and 
with help from my husband, who 

put forth a large sum of money. 

Did you establish the center in 
pursuit of money or as an at-
tempt to contribute towards 
improving society?
Both. My mission is to help improve 
VRFLHW\��EXW�,�FDQ¶W�D̆RUG�WR�GR�WKDW�
if I’m not making any money. I need 
to be able to pay the salaries of my 
employees, and the cost of rent and 
materials. Currently, we have ten 
teachers working as trainers at the 
center, teaching students skills in 
FRL̆XUH� DQG� VHZLQJ�� DV� PHQWLRQHG�
before, in addition to courses teach-
ing students how to produce in-
cense. We provide teachers with the 
materials they use to teach, includ-
ing sewing machines, fabrics, make-
up, and sewing needles. 

What are your future plans?
I’m working to expand the center 
and increase enrollment. I’m hop-
ing soon to add courses related to 
plumbing and carpentry. The cen-
ter is currently licensed with the 
Ministry of Vocational Education 
and Technical Training, and so all 
graduates from the center receive 
FHUWL¿FDWHV� PDNLQJ� WKHP� OHJDOO\�
TXDOL¿HG� WR� SURIHVVLRQDOO\� SUDFWLFH�
the skills they have acquired here. 
Last month, we also started working 
with an American NGO known as 
the Women Empowerment Founda-
tion, to help provide assistance and 
training for our students.  

As an author and a cancer sur-
YLYRU��ZKDW�LV�\RXU�¿QDO�ZRUG"
People need to be more aware of 
their health, and go more often to see 
the doctor and get regular checkups, 
instead of just waiting until they get 
sick before they go to get treatment. 
The earlier one gets diagnosed the 
less danger they’ll be in later on, re-
gardless of what the disease is. To 
WKRVH�FXUUHQWO\�VX̆HULQJ�IURP�VLFN-
ness or disease, I’d say don’t worry, 
try to stay happy and maintain a 
positive mood. I know lots of people 
who survived cancer, it’s possible 
to do the same with other diseases. 
Again, hardship could be an oppor-
tunity and a pathway that leads you 
down the road to success.
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Laila Al-Hebshi, a TEDX Sana’a 2014 speaker, is an author, can-
cer survivor and a shining example of hope for many. She was 
not born successful, but rather, created success for herself. “The 
¿UVW�VWHS�WR�DFKLHYLQJ�VXFFHVV�LV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�\RXU�JRDOV�DQG�DV-
pirations,” she says. In this exclusive interview, Al-Hebshi talks 
about her past, present, and future, and gives advice as to how 
others can lift themselves up from hardship as well. 

Laila Al-Hebshi to the Yemen Times:

“Hardship could be an 
opportunity and a pathway
that leads you down the road 
to success”



Nasser Al-Sakkaf

O
nce a niche market, 
organic cosmet-
ics are becoming 
increasingly popu-
lar worldwide as 

consumers learn about the often-
WRXWHG� EHQH¿WV� RI� RUJDQLF� SURG-
ucts. While there is a growing dis-
trust of mainstream brands and 
WKH� SVHXGR�VFLHQWL¿F� FODLPV� WKH\�
make, popular alternatives are still 
left wanting, particularly in Yemen. 
Dina Al-Mashhari, a recent gradu-
ate based in Taiz city, has entered 
this burgeoning market with a new 
line of organic and locally sourced 
cosmetics. Her story has served as 
encouragement for young entre-
preneurs throughout the country. 

Al-Mashhari, 23, became aware 
of the harmful ingredients found in 
makeup while studying chemistry 
at the Taiz University for Applied 
Sciences. Analyzing their compo-
nents and identifying a range of 
toxic elements, what she discov-
ered became the basis of her gradu-
ation project. She created her own 
products made entirely from or-
ganic and non-toxic materials, for 
ZKLFK� VKH� UHFHLYHG� D� FHUWL¿FDWH� RI�
distinction from the university. 

“When I carried out research 
on common cosmetic products, I 

found that they have negative ef-
fects on the skin and may even 
cause cancer, so I decided to try and 
create organic cosmetics, which 
consist only of natural ingredients,” 
says Al-Mashhari. Ingredients of 

particular concern are 
nickel and lead, both 
of which have been 
linked with stomach 
cancer and are com-
monly found in lip-
sticks, she explained. 

Following gradua-
tion in 2011, Al-Mash-
hari took what she had 
learned in her studies 
and began creating 
her own line of organ-
ic cosmetics. Al-Mash-
hari says she has two 
“weapons” at hand to 
help her achieve her 
goals: Science and 
perseverance. Keen to 
provide trusted prod-
ucts that can compete 
with their global com-
petitors, her makeup 
is not traditional in 
any sense but relies on 
the technical and sci-
HQWL¿F� NQRZKRZ� VKH�
acquired at university. 

Establishing her 
own business and 
purchasing the neces-
sary equipment does 
not come cheaply. 
The production pro-
cess involves heating, 
mixing and testing 
phases, and machin-

ery she uses in this process cost 
her approximately one million Ye-
meni Ryal (almost $5000). In Sept. 
2013, Al-Mashhari was awarded a 
grant of $20,000 in recognition of 
her work, giving her the morale and 
¿QDQFLDO�ERRVW�VKH�QHHGHG�WR�NLFN-
start her company, “Dina Founda-
tion for Natural Cosmetics.”

Al-Mashhari’s grant came with 
the Youth Innovation and Creativ-
ity Award (“Afkar”), a new initia-
tive launched in 2013 under the 
patronage of the Ministry of Indus-
try and Trade, and supported by 
the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP), and its partner ROWAD 
Foundation, amongst others. Last 
year, twelve successful applicants 
including, Al-Mashhari, were 
awarded $20,000 for a range of in-
ventions and business ideas. Afkar 
2.0 is scheduled for January 2015.

Al-Mashhari is intent on running 
the Dina Foundation herself, but 
this means she must do so from her 
own house. The products are creat-
ed, tested and sold under one roof, 
and it will take time before they can 
compete on the markets of Taiz and 
beyond.

Running a small startup business 
from home creates added obstacles 
for Al-Mashhari. She has no em-
ployees to help run her foundation, 
and establishing a name for herself 
LV�GL̇FXOW�XQGHU�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��
Rather than going to a cosmetics 
shop, customers must come di-
rectly to her house for purchases, 
and she relies on word of mouth for 
marketing. 

Many women are reluctant to try 
her products, in spite of the sci-
HQWL¿F� UHVHDUFK� WKDW�KDV�JRQH� LQWR�
them. One such woman, Salwa Ali, 
says that the big brands are found 
everywhere for a reason, and that 
³HYHQ� LI� WKHUH� DUH� QHJDWLYH� H̆HFWV��
it happens because they are not be-
ing used properly, not because the 
cosmetics are bad.”

The owner of a cosmetics shop 
in Taiz city, Walid Fadhl, says 
there are locally produced cosmet-
ics on the market but that many of 
WKHP�FDQ�KDYH�KDUPIXO�VLGH�H̆HFWV��
ZKLFK� XQGHUPLQHV� SXEOLF� FRQ¿-
dence. However, he says, “we’ve 
heard that Dina’s products are 
good, because she has an educa-
tional background in [chemistry].”

Indeed, Al-Mashhari’s research 
on cosmetics and diabetes treat-
ment has been acknowledged 
abroad, receiving a gold medal at 
the Universal Exhibition of Inven-
tors in South Korea in May 2014, 
and the grand prize from the Gen-
eral Federation of Inventors in Ger-
many. These achievements may not 
be enough to sway local consumers, 
however, and the challenges still 

facing Al-Mashhari indicate how 
GL̇FXOW� LW� FDQ�EH� IRU� \RXQJ� HQWUH-
preneurs to establish themselves. 

So far, Al-Mashhari has only 
managed to release three products 
under the Dina brandname, which 
include cuticle cream, lipstick and a 
face mask. The central ingredients, 
all of which are natural and locally 
sourced from markets in Taiz, in-
clude honey, castor oil, corn oil, 
and various other oils that she con-
siders a trade secret. 

Fadhl says he would like to pur-
chase large quantities of Dina’s 
cosmetics, but that she does not yet 
produce enough to compete in the 
market. “Dina is still  starting out 
and most of the cosmetics shops 
do not know about her, she needs 
more time to gain recognition,” he 
said.

Demand has been high, says Al-
Mashhari, but her capacity for pro-
GXFWLRQ�LV�QRW�VẊFLHQW�IRU�WKH�OHYHO�
of output she wants to achieve. She 
is currently searching abroad for 

larger machines that will enable 
her to produce on a mass scale. She 
will also need a reliable source of 
local honey, which is the main in-

gredient in her cosmetics. “I’m go-
ing to coordinate with beekeepers 
to provide me with high quantities 
of honey,” she says.
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“She has no 
employees to 
help run her 
foundation, and 
establishing a 
name for herself is 
GL̇FXOW�XQGHU�WKH�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV��
Rather than 
going to a 
FRVPHWLFV�VKRS��
FXVWRPHUV�PXVW�
FRPH�GLUHFWO\�
to her house for 
SXUFKDVHV��DQG�
she relies on word 
of mouth for 
PDUNHWLQJ�´

³6KH�FUHDWHG�
her own 
SURGXFWV�
made 
entirely 
from 
RUJDQLF�DQG�
QRQ�WR[LF�
materials, 
IRU�ZKLFK�
VKH�UHFHLYHG�
D�FHUWL¿FDWH�
RI�GLVWLQFWLRQ�
from the 
XQLYHUVLW\�´

A story of entrepreneurship

From chemistry class to 
make-up manufacturer

Vacancies
Ministry of Education (MoE)

Global Partnership for Education Unit (GPEU)
Global Partnership for Education Unit (GPEU) at the Ministry of Education (MoE) under the Global Partnership for Education 
Fund awarded to the Government of Yemen under the Supervision and Management of UNICEF. The grant supports the 
implementation of the Medium Term Result Frame work (MTRF) through Global Partnership for Education.

GPEU seeks applicants for the following positions:- 
1-  Monitoring & Evaluation Assistant: Main tasks include the following:-
��/LDLVLQJ�FORVHO\�ZLWK�FRQFHUQHG�VWDII��0	(�RIÀFHU��YDULRXV�VHFWRUV�RI�0LQLVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�YDULRXV�0	(�VWDII�
ZRUNLQJ�LQ�YDULRXV�JRYHUQRUDWH�DQG�GLVWULFW�RIÀFHV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP�

��3UHSDULQJ�UHJXODU�UHSRUWV��ZHHNO\��PRQWKO\��TXDUWHUO\�DQG�ELDQQXDOO\��DV�QHHGHG�RQ�0	(�LVVXHV�
��8VLQJ�UHJXODU�UHSRUWV�UHFHLYHG�IURP�DOO�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�0R(�DJHQFLHV�DW�FHQWUDO�DQG�JRYHUQRUDWHV�OHYHOV�WR�SUHSDUH�ERWK�

Arabic and English project progress reports.
��8QGHUWDNLQJ�VLWH�YLVLWV�WR�FURVV�FKHFN�0	(�UHSRUWV�FRPLQJ�IURP�ÀHOG�DQG�IURP�VHFWRUV�
��&RQWULEXWLQJ�LQ�SURJUDP�UHYLHZ�ZRUNVKRSV�
��%HLQJ�UHVSRQVLEOH�WR�WDNH�DQ\�DGGLWLRQDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DVVLJQHG�WR�KLP�KHU�E\�WKH�0�	(�RIÀFHU�	�WKH�*3(�8QLW�

Director.
4XDOLÀFDWLRQV�
��$�PLQLPXP�RI�D�%DFKHORU·V�GHJUHH�LQ�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV��'HYHORSPHQW�6WXGLHV�RU�UHODWHG�ÀHOG�
��$�PLQLPXP�RI���\HDUV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�UHSRUWLQJ��PRQLWRULQJ�	�HYDOXDWLRQ��
��([FHOOHQW�$UDELF�DQG�(QJOLVK�YHUEDO�DQG�ZULWLQJ�VNLOOV�
��([FHOOHQW�FRPSXWHU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�
��7UDLQLQJ�LQ�0	(�LV�DQ�DGGHG�DGYDQWDJH�
��*RRG�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�VNLOOV�
��*RRG�VNLOOV�LQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�PDQDJHPHQW�
��*RRG�QHWZRUNLQJ��IDFLOLWDWLRQ�DQG�FR�RUGLQDWLRQ�VNLOOV

2- Accountant: Main tasks include the following:-
��0DNH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�YRXFKHUV�DQG�UHFHLSWV�IRU�DOO�GHSRVLWV�ZLWKGUDZDO�WKH�JUDQW��DQG�UHFRUG�WKHP�LQ�WKH�SUHGHÀQHG�
FKDUW�RI����DFFRXQWV�LQ�WKH�FRPSXWHUL]HG�DFFRXQWLQJ�V\VWHP�

��3UHSDUH�WKH�)DFH�)RUP�DSSOLFDWLRQV��DQG�UHODWHG�JRYHUQPHQWDO�OHWWHUV�
��5HFRUG�WUDQVDFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FRPSXWHUL]HG�DFFRXQWLQJ�V\VWHP�RI�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�WKH�3URMHFW�
���(VWLPDWH�WKH�FRVW�RI�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�PDNH�WKH�EUHDNGRZQ�RI�EXGJHWV�TXDUWHUO\�
���0DNH�D�PRQWKO\�UHSOHQLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�%DQN�DFFRXQWV�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�FRQWURO�UHJLVWHUV�IRU�DOO�SURFXUHG��
��0DNH�D�PRQWKO\�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�%DQN�DFFRXQWV�
��0DNH�D�QHFHVVDU\�DGMXVWPHQWV�DQG�PRQWKO\�FORVLQJ�HQWULHV�
�� 0DNH� VXUH� WKDW� DOO� EDQN� VWDWHPHQWV�� )DFH� )RUP� DSSOLFDWLRQV�� FODLPV�� FRUUHVSRQGHQFH� SURSHUO\� ÀOHG� DQG� HDVLO\�
DFFHVVLEOH�RQFH�UHTXLUHG�

��0DLQWDLQ�WKH�SHWW\�FDVK�	�RSHUDWLRQ�FRVW��
��)ROORZ�XS�ZLWK�UHODWHG�0LQLVWULHV��6HFWRUV��*RYHUQRUDWHV��81,&()�DQG�RWKHU�VLPLODU�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�DJHQFLHV�
��5HYLHZLQJ�GLVEXUVHPHQW�FRPSDULQJ�%XGJHW�	�$FWXDO�
���3DUWLFLSDWH�LQ�3URMHFW�ÀHOG�9LVLWV�WR�HQVXUH�3URMHFW¿V�DFWLYDWHV�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�
�� �8QGHUWDNH� DQ\� RWKHU� GXWLHV� DV� DVVLJQHG� E\� WKH� ÀQDQFLDO� RIÀFHU� DQG� XQLW� GLUHFWRU� WR� DVVXUH� WKH� SURSHU� ÀQDQFLDO�

administration of the project.  
4XDOLÀFDWLRQV�
��$�PLQLPXP�RI�D�%DFKHORU·V�GHJUHH�LQ�$FFRXQWLQJ�RU�%XVLQHVV�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK�PDMRU�LQ�DFFRXQWLQJ�DQG�ÀQDQFH�
��0LQLPXP�RI���\HDUV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�H[SHULHQFH� LQ�D�ÀQDQFLDO�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�DFFRXQWLQJ�SRVLWLRQ�SUHIHUDEO\� LQ�
1RQ�*RYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��

��)DPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW·V�DQG�*3(�ÀQDQFLDO�PDQDJHPHQW�UHTXLUHPHQW�LV�D�SOXV�
��&RPSXWHU�OLWHUDWH�DQG�DELOLW\�WR�XVH�DFFRXQWLQJ�SURJUDPV�DQG�VRIWZDUH�HIIHFWLYHO\�
��3URÀFLHQF\�LQ�ERWK�$UDELF�DQG�(QJOLVK�YHUEDO�DQG�ZULWLQJ�VNLOOV�

3- Secretary: Main tasks include the following:-
��3URYLGH�VHFUHWDULDO�IXQFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�RIÀFH�RI�WKH�*3(�8QLW�
��0DQDJH�WKH�ÀOLQJ�V\VWHP�DQG�UHFRUG�PDQDJHPHQW�
��(QVXUH�TXDOLW\�RI�2XWZDUG�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�DQG�RWKHU�UHODWHG�GRFXPHQWV��
���5HFHLYH�2XWZDUG�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH��&RQWURO�LWV�0RYHPHQW�DQG�0DNH�VXUH�LWV�UHVSRQG�
��3URYLGH�ZULWWHQ�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�
��3UHSDUH�DQG�GLVWULEXWH�FLUFXODUV�DQG�EXOOHWLQV
��7LPHO\�UHVSRQVH�WR�DOO�WHOHSKRQH�LQTXLULHV�RIÀFH�YLVLWRUV�
4XDOLÀFDWLRQV�
��$�PLQLPXP�RI�D�KLJK�VFKRRO�GHJUHH�RU�GLSORPD�LQ�VHFUHWDU\�RU�LQ�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV��ZLWK�DW�OHDVW���\HDUV·�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�
RIÀFH�ORJLVWLF�PDQDJHPHQW�

��([FHOOHQW�$UDELF�DQG�(QJOLVK�YHUEDO�DQG�ZULWLQJ�VNLOOV�
��3URÀFLHQF\�LQ�FRPSXWHU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�
��*RRG�QHWZRUNLQJ��IDFLOLWDWLRQ�DQG�FR�RUGLQDWLRQ�VNLOOV

All applications along with detailed resume and supporting document should be submitted by: December 25, 2014 
to the following address:
 
Global Partnership for Education Unit (GPEU)
Al-Zubeiri St., in front of Aman Insurance Tower, Curriculum Sector building .
Tel: 777584423
Email: gpeyemen@gmail.com   

Dina Al-Mashhari, only 23 years old, combined her love of make-up 
with her love of chemistry and hopes to make a career of it. 



6 16 December, 2014

B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWA R DOpinion

Ayah Aman
al-monitor.com
First published Dec. 12

Egypt has been tak-
ing diplomatic steps 
to settle the armed 
FRQÀLFW� LQ� /LE\D�� EXW�
LQ� WKH� PHDQWLPH��WKH�

/LE\DQ� QDWLRQDO� DUP\� KDV� EHHQ�
¿JKWLQJ�ZLWK�SROLWLFDO��PLOLWDU\��DQG�
ORJLVWLFDO�VXSSRUW� IURP�&DLUR�WR�UH-
JDLQ� JUDGXDO� FRQWURO� RI� %HQJKD]L�
IURP�,VODPLVW�PLOLWLDV��
$Q� (J\SWLDQ� GLSORPDWLF� VRXUFH�

LQYROYHG� LQ� /LE\DQ� D̆DLUV� WROG� $O�
0RQLWRU�� ³:H�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK� OR-
FDO� DQG� IRUHLJQ� SDUWLHV� WR� SXW� WKH�
,VODPLVW�PLOLWLDV�DQG�0XVOLP�%URWK-
HUKRRG�LQ�%HQJKD]L�DQG�7ULSROL�XQ-
GHU�VLHJH�´
7KH�(J\SWLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW� LV� WU\-

ing to restore relative stability to 
/LE\D��D�VRXUFH�RI�FRQFHUQ�IRU�&DLUR�
EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� SRZHU� DQG� FRQWURO�
RI� MLKDGL�PLOLWLDV�WKHUH��7KH�DGPLQ-
LVWUDWLRQ� RI� $EGHO� )DWWDK� $O�6LVL��
ZKLFK�FDPH�WR�SRZHU�DIWHU�WKH�WRS-
SOLQJ� RI�3UHVLGHQW� 0RKDPPHG�
0RUVL� DQG�WKH� 0XVOLP� %URWKHU-
KRRG�LQ�-XO\�������IHHOV�WKUHDWHQHG�

E\�WKH�MLKDGLV¶�DUPHG�VWUHQJWK�
7KH� VRXUFH�� ZKR� VSRNH� RQ� FRQ-

GLWLRQ� RI� DQRQ\PLW\�� WROG� $O�0RQ-
LWRU�� ³7KH� (J\SWLDQ� DFWLRQV� KDYH�
DFKLHYHG� UHODWLYH� VXFFHVV� LQ� /LE\D��
ZKHUH� WKHUH� DUH� OHJLWLPDWH� ERGLHV�
WKDW�FDQ�EH�FRXQWHG�RQ��VXFK�DV�WKH�
HOHFWHG� /LE\DQ� SDUOLDPHQW� DQG� WKH�
LQWHULP�JRYHUQPHQW��ZKLFK�JDYH�LWV�
YRWH�RI�FRQ¿GHQFH�WR�WKH�/LE\DQ�QD-
WLRQDO�DUP\�´�7KH�VRXUFH��KRZHYHU��
H[SUHVVHG� FRQFHUQ� RYHU� WKH� ULVH� RI�
WKH�JURXSV�FRQWUROOLQJ�7ULSROL��VD\-
LQJ��³,W�ZRQ¶W�EH�HDV\�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�
PLOLWDU\�FRQIURQWDWLRQV�QRZ�´
2Q�WKH�GLSORPDWLF�IURQW��(J\SWLDQ�

)RUHLJQ� 0LQLVWHU� 6DPHK� 6KRXNU\�
has held several meetings since the 
ODXQFK� RI� WKH� LQLWLDWLYH� WR� VWDELOL]H�
/LE\D�DQG�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�/LE-
\DQ�QHLJKERUV�JURXS��7KH�DLP�LV�WR�
XUJH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DFWLRQ�RQ�/LE\D��
ZLWK� (J\SWLDQ� GLSORPDF\�IUDP-
LQJ�&DLUR¶V� SROLF\� DV� SDUW� RI�WKH�
JOREDO�ZDU�RQ�WHUURU�
7KH� (J\SWLDQ� LQLWLDWLYH� DGRSWHG�

$XJ�����E\�FRXQWULHV�ERUGHULQJ�/LE-
\D�LQFOXGHG����SRLQWV�IRU�DGGUHVVLQJ�
WKH� FULVLV�� ,W� FDOOV� IRU� WKH� SROLWLFDO�
SDUWLHV� WR� UHMHFW�YLROHQFH� DQG�IRV-
WHU�D�GLDORJXH��DQG� IRU� DOO� WKH�PLOL-

WLDV�DQG�RWKHU�DUPHG�JURXSV�WR�UH-
MHFW�WKH�PLOLWDU\�RSWLRQ�LQ�IDYRU�RI�D�
SROLWLFDO� DJUHHPHQW�XQGHU� UHJLRQDO�
VWDWHV¶�DXVSLFHV�DQG� ZLWK� LQWHUQD-
WLRQDO�VXSSRUW�
7KH�QDWXUH�RI�VXSSRUW�IURP�(J\SW�

WR�PLOLWLDV�ḊOLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�/LE\DQ�
DUP\�UHPDLQV�YDJXH��2̇FLDO�/LE\DQ�
and Egyptian statements claim that 
LW�LV�UHVWULFWHG�WR�WUDLQLQJ��LQIRUPD-
tion technology services and techni-
FDO�DVVLVWDQFH��
$QRWKHU� ṘFLDO� VRXUFH� LQIRUPHG�

DERXW� WKH� /LE\DQ� VLWXDWLRQ� WROG�
$O�0RQLWRU��³&DLUR� LV�SURYLGLQJ�VH-
FXULW\� LQIRUPDWLRQ� WKDW� LV� JUHDWO\�
FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�JHQHUDO�SROLFLHV�
RI� WKH� /LE\DQ� DUP\¶V�PRYHV�LQ� WKH�
IUDPHZRUN�RI�*HQ��.KDOLID�+LIWHU¶V�
2SHUDWLRQ�'LJQLW\�LQ�KLV�ZDU�RQ�WHU-
URULVP�´
+H� DOVR� VDLG�� ³:H� DUH� ZRUNLQJ�

ZLWK� WKH� /LE\DQ� DUP\� DQG� $UDE�
JURXSV� IURP� QHLJKERULQJ� FRXQ-
WULHV�� HVSHFLDOO\� $OJHULD�� DFFRUGLQJ�
to a strict military and political plan 
WKDW�LV�EHLQJ�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�%HQJ-
KD]L�DQG�VRRQ�ZLOO�EH�LPSOHPHQWHG�
LQ� 7ULSROL�� 0RUHRYHU�� WKHUH� DUH�
VWURQJ� DQG� UHDVVXULQJ� LQGLFDWLRQV�
WKDW� ZH� FDQ� UHWDNH� %HQJKD]L� IURP�

WKH�PLOLWLDV�´
,Q� WKH�SDVW� WZR�PRQWKV�� ṘFLDOV�

IURP� WKH� (J\SWLDQ� SUHVLGHQW¶V� RI-
¿FH�DQG� WKH� )RUHLJQ� 0LQLVWU\�DV�
ZHOO�DV�VHFXULW\�SHUVRQQHO�KDYH�ZHO-
FRPHG� GR]HQV� RI� /LE\DQ�SROLWLFDO�
ṘFLDOV�DQG�SDUOLDPHQWDULDQV�RQ�RI-
¿FLDO�DQG�RWKHU�YLVLWV��7KH�SXUSRVH�
RI� WKH� YLVLWV�ZDV�WR� GLVFXVV� FRRUGL-
QDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�&DLUR�DQG� WKH�/LE-
\DQ� IDFWLRQV�RSSRVLQJ�WKH� ,VODPLVW�
PLOLWLDV�
$� QXPEHU� RI� IDFWRUV�SXVKHG�

Egypt to get directly involved in 
/LE\D�GHVSLWH� LWV� RZQ�FULVHV� DQG�
FRQFHUQV�� 7R� VWDUW�� &DLUR� IHDUV� WKH�
SUHVHQFH�RI�D�VWURQJ�SROLWLFDO�IRH�RI�
WKH� 6LVL�UHJLPH� RQ� (J\SW¶V�ZHVWHUQ�
ERUGHU�� :KDW� LV� PRUH� ZRUU\LQJ� LV�
WKDW� WKLV� IRH� KDV� WKH� DUPHG� SRZHU�
DQG�FDSDFLW\�WR�FRQWURO�D�VWDWH�ZLWK�
ULFK� UHVRXUFHV�� JLYHQ� WKH� FRPSOHWH�
IUDLOW\�RI� WKH�/LE\DQ�VWDWH�DQG� WHQ-
VLRQV�VLQFH�WKH�IDOO�RI�WKH�0RDPPDU�
*DGKD¿�UHJLPH�� 0RUHRYHU�� (J\SW�
has broad economic interests in 
/LE\D�

Egypt and Algeria appear to be 
XQLWHG� RYHU� WKH�/LE\DQ� FULVLV�� KDY-
LQJ�GLYLGHG� UROHV� WR� GHDO� ZLWK� WKH�
SROLWLFDO�DQG�PLOLWDU\�DUHQDV�LQ�/LE-

\D��'XULQJ�D�YLVLW� WR�&DLUR�RQ�1RY��
����$OJHULDQ�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�$EGHO�
0DOHN�6HOODO�DQQRXQFHG�WKH�IRUPD-
WLRQ� RI� D� VWUDWHJLF� EULGJH� EHWZHHQ�
(J\SW�DQG�$OJHULD�WR�¿JKW�DQG�HUDG-
LFDWH�WHUURULVP�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��LQ�SDU-
WLFXODU�LQ�/LE\D�
&DLUR� KDV� PDQDJHG� WR� UROO� EDFN�

LQWHUYHQWLRQ�E\�6XGDQHVH�3UHVLGHQW�
2PDU� $O�%DVKLU¶V� UHJLPH� LQ� /LE\D��
7KH� (J\SWLDQV� VXVSHFW� 6XGDQ� RI�
VXSSRUWLQJ� ,VODPLVW� JURXSV� ḊOL-
DWHG� ZLWK� $QVDU� $O�6KDULD�� /LE\D�
'DZQ�� DQG� WKH� 0XVOLP� %URWKHU-
KRRG� LQ�7ULSROL� DQG�%HQJKD]L��7KH�
/LE\DQ� VLWXDWLRQ� FRQVWLWXWHG� D� WRS�
SULRULW\�LQ�GLVFXVVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
(J\SWLDQ� DQG� 6XGDQHVH� SUHVLGHQWV�
GXULQJ�WKH�ODWWHU¶V�YLVLW�WR�&DLUR�2FW��
���
$�/LE\DQ�SDUOLDPHQWDULDQ� LQ�7R-

EUXN��ZKR� VSRNH� RQ� FRQGLWLRQ� RI�
DQRQ\PLW\��WROG�$O�0RQLWRU� GXULQJ�
KLV� YLVLW� WR� &DLUR�� ³:H� KDYH� RYHU-
FRPH� WKH� FULVLV�ZLWK�6XGDQ� WKDQNV�
WR� WKH�¿UP�PHGLDWLRQ�RI� WKH�(J\S-
WLDQ�SUHVLGHQW��7KH�SDUOLDPHQW�KDV�
DJUHHG�WR�RSHQ�D�QHZ�SDJH�ZLWK�6X-
GDQ�´
$QDO\VWV�EHOLHYH�WKDW�&DLUR�LV�VWLOO�

IDFLQJ� FRXQWHUDFWLRQV� E\� 7XUNH\�

DQG�4DWDU��ZKLFK�DUH�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�
,VODPLVW�PLOLWLDV�FRQWUROOLQJ�7ULSROL�
.KDOHG�$NDVKD��D�VWUDWHJLF�DQDO\VW�

DQG� VHFXULW\� H[SHUW� WROG� $O�0RQL-
WRU�� ³(J\SW¶V� DWWHPSWV� WR� LQWHUYHQH�
WR� VROYH� WKH� /LE\DQ� FULVLV� DLP�DW�
SXWWLQJ� WKH� WHUURULVW� RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
XQGHU�VLHJH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WDNLQJ�DF-
WLRQ� WR� GHVWUR\� WKHP� FRPSOHWHO\�´�
+H�DOVR�VDLG��³(J\SW�DORQH�ZRQ¶W�EH�
DEOH�WR�FRQIURQW�WKHP�ZLWKRXW�FRRS-
HUDWLRQ�IURP�QHLJKERULQJ�FRXQWULHV�
RU� IDFH� WHUURULVP� RQ� LWV� RZQ� WHUUL-
WRU\�´

Akasha believes that the Egyp-
tian-Algerian alliance is especially 
LPSRUWDQW�� ³$OJHULD� LV� VXSSRUWLQJ�
WKH�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��DV�LW�KDV�JRRG�UH-
ODWLRQV�ZLWK�/LE\DQ�JURXSV�FRQWURO-
OLQJ� 7ULSROL�� $OJHULD�PLJKW� EH� DEOH�
WR�FRQYLQFH�WKHVH�JURXSV�WR�SDUWLFL-
SDWH� LQ� DQ� XQFRQGLWLRQHG�QDWLRQDO�
GLDORJXH�� ZKLOH� &DLUR� VXSSRUWV� WKH�
/LE\DQ� VWDWH�LQVWLWXWLRQV� DQG� HP-
SRZHUV�WKHP�WR�WDNH�RYHU�WKH�VWDWH¶V�
PDLQ�IDFLOLWLHV�´
(J\SW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�DFW�RQ�VHYHUDO�

OHYHOV�� DQG� LWV� PDLQ� FRQFHUQ� LV� WR�
FOLS�WKH�ZLQJV�RI�WKH�0XVOLP�%URWK-
HUKRRG�LQ�/LE\D�

Egypt looks to roll back Islamist militias in Libya

Erica Vasquez
muftah.org
First published Dec. 8

6 itting in a large sitting 
URRP� RQ� WKH� WKLUG� ÀRRU�
RI� P\� KRVW� PRWKHU¶V�
KRXVH�� VHYHQ� IHPDOH� DF-
WLYLVWV� JDWKHUHG� DURXQG�

LQ� D� FLUFOH�� 7KH� ZRPHQ� SDVVHG�
DURXQG�D�ERZO�RI�GDWHV��VHUYHG�HDFK�
RWKHU� PLON�� DQG� ZDLWHG� IRU� WKH� WHD�
WR� EH� SUHSDUHG��0\�KRVW�PRWKHU�� D�
PHPEHU� RI� WKH� &RPPLWWHH� IRU� WKH�
'HIHQVH�RI� WKH�5LJKW�RI�6HOI�'HWHU-
PLQDWLRQ� RI� WKH� :HVWHUQ� 6DKDUDQ�
3HRSOH�� KDG� EHHQ� LPSULVRQHG� IRU�
nine years in three separate pris-
ons located in Morocco and the Oc-
FXSLHG� 7HUULWRULHV� RI� WKH� :HVWHUQ�
6DKDUD�� 7KH� ZRPHQ� VKH� EURXJKW�
together in this room had been im-
SULVRQHG�ZLWK�KHU� IRU�YDU\LQJ�SHUL-
RGV�RI�WLPH��³:H�ZHUH�DOO�LQ�.HOD¶DW�
0HJRXQD� >D� SULVRQ� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH�
:HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD@� PRVW� RI� XV� IURP�
�����WR�������$IWHU�WKH�FHDVH¿UH�ZH�
ZHUH�UHOHDVHG��:H�ZHUH�EHDWHQ��WRU-
WXUHG��DQG�RXU� IDPLOLHV� WKRXJKW�ZH�
ZHUH�GHDG«IRU�\HDUV�´�VKH�VDLG�
(DFK�ZRPDQ�H[SHULHQFHG�D�VLPL-

ODU� VHTXHQFH� RI� HYHQWV�� 7RUQ� IURP�
KHU� KRPH�� WDNHQ� LQWR� FXVWRG\�� LP-
SULVRQHG�ZLWKRXW� WULDO�� EHDWHQ�� WRU-
WXUHG�� DQG� PRYHG� WR� VHFUHW� GHWHQ-
WLRQ� FHQWHUV� WKURXJKRXW� 0RURFFR��
IURP� &DVDEODQFD� DQG� $JDGLU�� WR�
WKH� QRUWKHUQ� DUHD� RI� WKH� 2FFXSLHG�
:HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD�� 7KH� ZRPHQ� DOO�
PHW�LQ�.HOD¶DW�0HJRXQD��ZKHUH�WKH\�
VHUYHG�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHLU�LPSULV-
RQPHQW��7KHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�R̆HU�MXVW�
one glimpse into the mass violation 
RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�WKH�
Moroccan government against the 
6DKUDZL�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�:HVWHUQ�6D-
KDUD� RYHU� WKH� ODVW� VHYHUDO� GHFDGHV��
7KHVH� FULPHV� KDYH� WDNHQ� SODFH�
QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ� VXSSRUW� IURP� WKH�
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�DQG�YDULRXV�6SDQLVK�
1*2V�IRU�GHFRORQL]DWLRQ��VHOI�GHWHU-
PLQDWLRQ�� DQG�KXPDQ� ULJKWV� LQ� WKH�
:HVWHUQ�6DKDUD�
8QOLNH� WKH� ,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH� FRQ-

ÀLFW��ZKLFK�KDV�KLVWRULFDOO\�JDUQHUHG�

more international attention than 
DQ\� RWKHU� FRQWHPSRUDU\� GLVSXWH�
LQ� WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW� DQG� 1RUWK� $I-
ULFD�� WKH� :HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD� FRQÀLFW�
KDV� SHUVLVWHG� UHODWLYHO\� XQQRWLFHG�
LQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� PHGLD� RXWOHWV� DQG�
DFDGHPLF�VFKRODUVKLS��<HW��OLNH�,VUD-
HO�3DOHVWLQH�� WKH�:HVWHUQ�6DKDUD� LV�
HVVHQWLDOO\�D�GLVSXWH�UHODWHG�WR�PLOL-
WDU\�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�SROLWLFDO�GLVHQ-
IUDQFKLVHPHQW�

2ULJLQV�RI�WKH�&RQÀLFW
7KH�:HVWHUQ�6DKDUD�LV�ORFDWHG�VRXWK�
RI� 0RURFFR�SURSHU� DQG� QRUWK� RI�
0DXULWDQLD��,Q�������6SDLQ�REWDLQHG�
a protectorate over the territory and 
DVVXPHG�IXOO�PLOLWDU\�DQG�DGPLQLV-
WUDWLYH�FRQWURO��7KH�)UHQFK�6SDQLVK�
WUHDW\�¿QDOL]HG�RQ�1RY������������RI-
¿FLDOO\�JUDQWHG�6SDLQ�D�OHDVH�RQ�WKH�
:HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD�� ZKLFK� FRQWLQXHG�
XQWLO�WKH�81�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�'HF-
ODUDWLRQ� RQ� WKH� *UDQWLQJ� RI� ,QGH-
SHQGHQFH�WR�&RORQLDO�&RXQWULHV�DQG�
3HRSOHV�LQ������

)ROORZLQJ� GHFRORQL]DWLRQ�� 6SDLQ�
DVVXPHG� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� SUHSDU-
LQJ� D� UHIHUHQGXP� IRU� WKH� 6DKUDZL�
SHRSOH�WR�YRWH�RQ�VHOI�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�
DQG� LQGHSHQGHQFH�� %XW�� 0RURFFR�
DQG�0DXULWDQLD�VWDOOHG�WKH�UHIHUHQ-
GXP� SURFHVV� E\� VXEPLWWLQJ� DQ� DS-
SHDO� WR� WKH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� &RXUW� RI�
-XVWLFH��,&-��LQ�������DVVHUWLQJ�WKHLU�
rights to the territory based on so-
FDOOHG�KLVWRULFDO�RZQHUVKLS�
7KH� 0RURFFDQ� VWDWH¶V� FODLP� LV�

URRWHG�LQ�WHUUD�LUUHGHQWD��RU�ODQG�WKDW�
LV�XQGHU�WKH�SROLWLFDO�MXULVGLFWLRQ�RI�
RQH�QDWLRQ�EXW�UHODWHG�WR�DQRWKHU�E\�

FXOWXUDO��KLVWRULFDO��RU�HWKQLF�WLHV��,Q�
LWV�FDVH�WR�WKH�,&-��0RURFFR�FODLPHG�
LW�KDG�RULJLQDOO\�RZQHG�WKH�:HVWHUQ�
6DKDUD��EXW�ORVW�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKH�WHU-
ULWRU\�WR�(XURSHDQ�FRORQLDO�LQWHUHVWV�
FHQWXULHV�EHIRUH��7KH�,&-�FRQFOXGHG�
WKDW� 0RURFFR� DQG� 0DXULWDQLD� KDG�
SUHVHQWHG� LQVẊFLHQW� HYLGHQFH� WR�
VXSSRUW�WKHLU�OHJDO�FODLPV�WR�WKH�WHU-
ULWRU\�
'HVSLWH� WKLV� UXOLQJ�� 6SDLQ� SUR-

ceeded to negotiate a settlement 
ZLWK� 0RURFFR� DQG� 0DXULWDQLD�
NQRZQ� DV� WKH� 0DGULG� $FFRUGV�� ,Q�
2FWREHU�������0RURFFR�ZDV�JUDQWHG�
WZR�WKLUGV� RI� WKH� WHUULWRU\�� XQGHU�
WKH�WHUPV�RI�WKLV�$FFRUG��,Q�1RYHP-
EHU�������.LQJ�+DVVDQ�,,�DQQRXQFHG�
WKH� ODXQFK�RI� WKH�*UHHQ�0DUFK��%\�
HDUO\� ������ WKH�0RURFFDQ� NLQJ� KDG�
DXWKRUL]HG� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��������
0RURFFDQ� FLWL]HQV� WR�PDUFK� DFURVV�
WKH�VRXWKHUQ�ERUGHU� LQWR�WKH�:HVW-
HUQ� 6DKDUD� WR� RFFXS\� WKH� WHUULWRU\�
DQG� GHPRQVWUDWH� SRSXODU� VXSSRUW�
IRU�0RURFFR¶V�FODLP�

Human Rights, Self-Determi-
nation, & Geopolitics
)RU� GHFDGHV�� SHRSOH� LQ� WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVW�DQG�1RUWK�$IULFD�VWUXJJOHG�IRU�
WKH� ULJKW� RI� VHOI�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ� DQG�
RWKHU� KXPDQ� ULJKWV�� 0DQ\� $UDE�
0XVOLP� VWDWHV� IRXJKW� WLUHOHVVO\� WR�
LQFOXGH� VHOI�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ� LQ� WKH�
8QLYHUVDO� 'HFODUDWLRQ� RI� +XPDQ�
5LJKWV�DQG� LQ� WKH� $UDE� &KDUWHU�RQ�
+XPDQ� 5LJKWV�� 7KH� $UDE� &KDUWHU�
elaborates on the possible threats 
WR� WKLV� ULJKW�� ³$OO� SHRSOHV� KDYH� WKH�
ULJKW� RI� VHOI�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ«� 5DF-
LVP�� =LRQLVP�� RFFXSDWLRQ� DQG� IRU-
eign domination pose a challenge to 
KXPDQ�GLJQLW\�DQG�FRQVWLWXWH�D�IXQ-
GDPHQWDO�REVWDFOH�WR�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�
RI�WKH�EDVLF�ULJKWV�RI�SHRSOHV��7KHUH�
is a need to condemn and endeavor 
WR�HOLPLQDWH�DOO�VXFK�SUDFWLFHV�´
&OHDUO\��0RURFFR¶V�IRUFHIXO�VHWWOH-

PHQW� RI� KXQGUHGV� RI� WKRXVDQGV� RI�
0RURFFDQV� LQ� WKH� :HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD�
DQG�IRUFHG�GLVORFDWLRQ�RI�WKRXVDQGV�
RI�6DKUDZLV� WKURXJK� LWV� RFFXSDWLRQ�
DQG�GRPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�ODQGV�LV�LO-
OHJDO�XQGHU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ��7KHUH�

LV�� KRZHYHU�� D� ODFN� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
UHVROXWLRQ� RU� VXSSRUW� IRU� WKH� 6DK-
UDZL�VWUXJJOH�IRU�VHOI�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�
7KLV� FDQQRW� EH� DWWULEXWHG� WR� WKH�

6DKUDZL�SRSXODWLRQ¶V�XQZLOOLQJQHVV�
WR�UHVLVW��2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��WKH\�KDYH�
IRXJKW�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�¿JKW�IRU�LQ-
GHSHQGHQFH�� 7KH� )UHQWH� 3RSXODU�
SDUD� OD� /LEHUDFLyQ� GH� 6DJXLD� HO�
+DPUD�\�GH�5LR�GH�2UR��³3ROLVDULR´��
LV� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\� UHFRJQL]HG�
6DKUDZL� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� ERG\�� DQG�
KDV�OHG�WKH�WHUULWRU\¶V�LQGHSHQGHQFH�
PRYHPHQW�� 7KH� 6HFUHWDU\� *HQHUDO�
RI�WKH�3ROLVDULR�DQG�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�
6DKUDZL�$UDE�'HPRFUDWLF�5HSXEOLF��
0RKDPHG� $EGHOD]L]�� KDV� ZULWWHQ�
QXPHURXV� OHWWHUV�DERXW�WKH�FRQÀLFW�
WR� WKH� 81� 6HFUHWDU\� *HQHUDO� DQG�
WKH�6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO�� URXWLQHO\�HP-
SKDVL]LQJ� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� LQWHU-
national declarations regarding the 
WUHDWPHQW�RI�6DKUDZL�SRSXODWLRQV�
3ROLVDULR� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�� OLNH�

$EGHOD]L]�� KDYH� UHSHDWHG� WLPH� DQG�
DJDLQ� WKDW� WKH� :HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD� UH-
PDLQV�D�QRQ�VHOI�JRYHUQLQJ�WHUULWR-
U\��,W�LV��WKH\�FODLP��WKH�ODVW�FRORQ\�RI�
$IULFD�� 7KH� 3ROLVDULR� DQG� 6DKUDZLV�
DOLNH�VWUHVV�WKDW�WKH�:HVWHUQ�6DKDUD�
LV�VWLOO�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�GH-
FRORQL]DWLRQ� DQG� D� UHIHUHQGXP� RQ�
VHOI�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�� DV� FDOOHG� IRU�E\�
81� *HQHUDO� $VVHPEO\� 5HVROXWLRQV�
������;9��DQG�������;9��
&RXQWHULQJ� WKHVH� DGYRFDF\� HI-

IRUWV�� WKH� 0RURFFDQ� JRYHUQPHQW�
KDV� XVHG� LWV� LQÀXHQFH� WR� SUHYHQW� D�
UHIHUHQGXP�RQ�LQGHSHQGHQFH�LQ�WKH�
:HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD�� 0RURFFR� HQMR\V�
FORVH� HFRQRPLF� WLHV�ZLWK� WKH�(XUR-
pean Union and a historically strong 
GLSORPDWLF� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� WKH�
8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�� 7KHVH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
DOOLDQFHV� KDYH� DOORZHG� WKH� 0RURF-
FDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�IXOO\�LQVWLWXWLRQ-
DOL]H� DQ� LOOHJDO� PLOLWDU\� RFFXSDWLRQ�
LQ� WKH�:HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD� ZLWK�PLQRU�
SXEOLF�GLVDSSURYDO�
7KH� 0RURFFDQ� VWDWH� FRQWLQXHV�

WR� H[SORLW� DQG� FRQWURO� WKH�:HVWHUQ�
6DKDUD¶V�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�SUR-
vide economic incentives to inter-
QDWLRQDO�DFWRUV�WR�IXQG�UHVRXUFH�GH-
YHORSPHQW� LQLWLDWLYHV� LQ� WKH�UHJLRQ��

ZLWK�YLUWXDOO\�QR�SROLWLFDO�FULWLFLVP��
7KH� (XURSHDQ� 8QLRQ�� LWV� PHPEHU�
VWDWHV��DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�GLUHFW-
O\�EHQH¿W�IURP�UHVRXUFH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�
IDFLOLWDWHG�E\�WKH�0RURFFDQ�RFFXSD-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�6DKDUD�

,Q� ������ IRU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� 0R-
URFFDQ� JRYHUQPHQW� DJHQF\�� 2I-
¿FH� 1DWLRQDO� GH� 5HFKHUFKHV�
HW� G¶([SORLWDWLRQ� 3pWUROLHUHV�
�21$5(3��� UHSRUWHGO\� VLJQHG� WZR�
H[SORUDWLRQ� DJUHHPHQWV� ZLWK� SUL-
YDWH� FRPSDQLHV�.HHU�0DF*HH� IURP�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��DQG�7RWDO)LQD(OI�
IURP�)UDQFH��(DUOLHU�WKLV�\HDU��0R-
URFFR�EURNHUHG�D�QHZ�¿VKLQJ�DJUHH-
PHQW�ZLWK� WKH� (XURSHDQ�8QLRQ� UH-
JDUGLQJ� 6DKUDZL� WHUULWRULDO� ZDWHUV�
LQ�WKH�RFFXSLHG�FLW\�RI�'DNKOD��0RVW�
UHFHQWO\�� 8�6�� RLO� FRPSDQ\� .RV-
PRV�(QHUJ\�ZRQ�D�FRQWUDFW�WR�EHJLQ�
GULOOLQJ�R̆�WKH�FRDVW�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�
6DKDUD�� 'HVSLWH� FRQVWDQW� SURWHVW�
DQG� RSSRVLWLRQ� IURP� 6DKUDZLV� DQG�
WKH�3ROLVDULR��0RURFFR�FRQWLQXHV�WR�
H[HFXWH�QHZ�UHVRXUFH�FRQWUDFWV�DQG�
HFRQRPLF�DJUHHPHQWV�ZLWK�LWV�LQWHU-
QDWLRQDO�DOOLHV�

Broader Implications: the 
Missing Piece of the Arab 
Spring
,Q� OLJKW� RI� WKH� $UDE� 6SULQJ¶V� IR-
FXV� RQ� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� DQG� GLJQLW\��
LW� LV� VXUSULVLQJ� GLVFXVVLRQV� KDYH�

QRW� WXUQHG� WR� WKH�:HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD��
,Q� 2FWREHU� ������ D� SURWHVW� FDPS��
NQRZQ�DV�*GHLP�,]LN��ZDV�VHW�XS�LQ�
WKH� :HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD� DQG� DWWUDFWHG�
WHQV�RI� WKRXVDQGV�RI�6DKUDZLV��2F-
FXUULQJ�RQO\�ZHHNV�EHIRUH�7XQLVLDQ�
IUXLW� VHOOHU��0RKDPHG�%RXD]L]L�� VHW�
KLPVHOI� DOLJKW�� SURWHVWHUV� VWRRG� XS�
DJDLQVW� D� ODFN� RI� MRE� RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
DQG� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� DJDLQVW� 6DK-
UDZLV��*GHLP� ,]LN� HQGHG� WUDJLFDOO\��
ZLWK�GR]HQV�RI�GHDWKV��LQMXULHV��DQG�
DUUHVWV�IROORZLQJ�D�YLROHQW�UHVSRQVH�
IURP� WKH� 0RURFFDQ� VHFXULW\� VHU-
YLFHV��(YHQ�PRUH�GLVWXUELQJO\��KRZ-
HYHU�� WKH� PRYHPHQW� IDLOHG� WR� JDLQ�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PHGLD�DWWHQWLRQ�
7KH�UHODWLYH�REVFXULW\�RI�WKH�:HVW-

HUQ�6DKDUD�FRQÀLFW�FDQQRW�VLPSO\�EH�
DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�ODFN�RI�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�
EHWZHHQ� ZDUULQJ� SDUWLHV�� (YHQ� LQ�
WLPHV� RI� UHODWLYH� SHDFH�� ,VUDHO�3DO-
HVWLQH�VWLOO�UHFHLYHV�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQWHU-
QDWLRQDO� DWWHQWLRQ�� ,W� VHHPV��ZKHUH�
WKH� :HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD� LV� FRQFHUQHG��
WKH� RXWVL]HG� LQÀXHQFH� RI� RQH�SDUW\�
�0RURFFR��DQG� WKH�HFRQRPLF� LQWHU-
HVWV�RI�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\�
WUXPS�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�VHOI�GHWHU-
PLQDWLRQ�

The author gathered the in-
formation used in this article 
GXULQJ�D�¿HOG�VWXG\�LQ�WKH�2F-
cupied Territories of the West-
HUQ�6DKDUD�EHWZHHQ�0D\�-XO\�
2014. This research was made 
possible thanks to grants 
SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�*HRUJHWRZQ�
Institute on Women, Peace, 
DQG�6HFXULW\�DQG�WKH�*HRUJH-
town Center for Contempo-
UDU\�$UDE�6WXGLHV�
Republished with permission 
from Muftah.org.
7KLV�DUWLFOH�RULJLQDOO\�DS-
peared on Muftah.org 
[http://muftah.org/illegal-
PLOLWDU\�RFFXSDWLRQ�QRUWK�
africa-human-rights-western-
sahara/]. Follow Muftah on 
Twitter

“The Western 
Sahara remains 
a non-self-
governing 
WHUULWRU\��,W�LV���
WKH�ODVW�FRORQ\�RI�
$IULFD�´

“The outsized 
LQÀXHQFH�RI�RQH�
SDUW\��0RURFFR��
and the economic 
interests of the 
international 
FRPPXQLW\�
trump human 
rights and self-
GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�´

,OOHJDO�0LOLWDU\�2FFXSDWLRQ�LQ�1RUWK�$IULFD�
+XPDQ�5LJKWV�	�&RQÀLFW�,UUHVROXWLRQ�LQ�WKH�:HVWHUQ�6DKDUD
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Expressions of Interest
(Individual Consultant) 

The Republic of Yemen has got a grant from the Transition Fund for Middle East and North 
$IULFD��7)�0(1$��DQG�LPSOHPHQWHG�E\�WKH�:RUG�%DQN�WR�ÀQDQFH�WKH�Accountability 
Enhancement Project  , and intends to use part of the proceeds of this grant to cover the 
FRVWV�RI�FRQVXOWDQF\�SURYLGLQJ�DGYLVRU\�VHUYLFHV�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�A “Hotline System” will 
be established under SNACC to enable citizens to make corruption complaints. a Short 
Term Consultant (STC) is required to conduct the system requirement study and to design 
the new “Hotline System” within SNACC.

Key responsibilities of the STC will include, but not limited to, the following:
 Conduct an assessment of present institutional arrangement and system for receiving 
and managing complaints within SNACC; Determine the most appropriate call center 
operational model, which suits the needs best and requires minimum customization, by 
evaluating state-of-the-art technologies and alternative operational models, including 
open-source solutions, based on past performance reviews, available capacity, and cost/
EHQHÀW�DQDO\VHV��&RQGXFW�FRPSDUDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�VLPLODU�LPSOHPHQWHG�KRWOLQH�V\VWHPV��
Estimate call volumes and call volume ramp up over initial months of operation in 
coordination with national institutions; Establish quality, performance measurement 
indicators, and customer-service standards for the hotline system; Determine System 
5HTXLUHPHQW� 6SHFLÀFDWLRQV� �656�IRU� WKH� QHZ� ´+RWOLQH� 6\VWHPµ�� ,GHQWLI\� UHTXLUHG�
hardware and software technology, considering open source platforms as well. The SRS 
VKRXOG�QRW� IDYRXU�RQH�EUDQG�SURYLGHU��'HÀQH� WKH�PDLQ�FRPPLWPHQWV� WKDW� WKH�6HUYLFH�
Level Agreement (SLA) should include from the customer perspective; Model the 
preliminary organizational structure of the call center and map initial layout of the call 
center; design and plan the initial estimates on the facilities requirements (all of these 
DVSHFWV�ZLOO�EH�ÀQDOL]HG�DIWHU�WKH�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VXSSOLHU��&RQVLGHU�VFDODELOLW\�DVSHFWV�
of the hotline system; plan and identify solutions for a business continuity plan (BCP); 
Prepare a detailed cost and time estimate for installing the service.

4XDOLÀFDWLRQV�
��*UDGXDWH�GHJUHH�LQ�,&7��6\VWHPV�(QJLQHHULQJ�DQG�6\VWHP�0DQDJHPHQW�RU�VLPLODU�

relevant disciplines
��$�PLQLPXP�RI�VHYHQ�\HDUV�RI�GLUHFWO\�UHOHYDQW�ZRUN�H[SHULHQFH
��([FHOOHQW�NQRZOHGJH�RI�(QJOLVK��.QRZOHGJH�RI�$UDELF�LV�D�SOXV

,QWHUHVWHG�FRQVXOWDQWV�VKRXOG��SURYLGH�DQ\�FHUWLÀFDWH�RU�GRFXPHQWV�WKDW�SURYH�ZKDWHYHU�
stated in the CVs to be sent to the E-mail address or delivered to the address below no 
later than the Monday -29 December  2014.

Sana’a – Al Rebat St. 
E-mail: debaaj80@yahoo.com, sumaia.albwsani@yahoo.com

(Expressions of Interest )
( International Consultant)

The Republic of Yemen has received a grant from the Transition Fund for Middle 
(DVW�DQG�1RUWK�$IULFD��7)�0(1$��DQG�LPSOHPHQWHG�E\�WKH�:RUG�%DQN�WR�ÀQDQFH�WKH�
Accountability Enhancement Project  and intends to use part of the proceeds of this 
grant to cover the costs of International Consultancy providing consultancy services in 
WKH�ÀHOG�RI�Preparing the Strategic Plan�� IRU� WKH�,QIRUPDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQHU·V�2IÀFH�
(ICO) in Yemen. The international consultant will be hired for 50 working days to work 
collaboratively with local consultant. The two consultants are expected to achieve the 
ICO Strategic Plan including ,but not to limited to ,the following components  . include, 
but not be limited to the following tasks:
Provide necessary support in the process of designing the draft 5-year Strategic Plan for 
the ICO/Participate, together with the local consultant, in a series of working sessions to 
assess the current status and future requirements in regard to the institutional development 
of the ICO and the capacity building of its staff/Identify the principal partners/stakeholders 
for successful implementation of ICO’s mandate and interview a select group of relevant 
stakeholders for input into ICO’s strategic & operational planning/Assess risks associated 
with implementing proposed strategic plan and organizational structure and suggests 
actions to manage any negative impacts/ Designing competency-based job descriptions 
for the proposed staff positions of the ICO . With these components :Goal, vision, 
values and mission ,Strategic outcomes/Modalities to achieve these objectives - action 
strategies/Roadmap for planned actions, including timeframe/Risks and opportunities/
Budget estimates/Monitoring and evaluation - key performance indicators/Organizational 
structure /List of staff positions;

4XDOLÀFDWLRQV�5HTXLUHG�
�� *UDGXDWH� GHJUHH� LQ� VWUDWHJLF� SODQQLQJ�� EXVLQHVV�SXEOLF� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�� +5�

management, organizational development, applied behavioural sciences, industrial 
SV\FKRORJ\�RU�UHODWHG�ÀHOG��

��$�PLQLPXP�RI����\HDUV�RI�GLUHFWO\�UHOHYDQW�ZRUN�H[SHULHQFH�
��([FHOOHQW�NQRZOHGJH�RI�(QJOLVK��.QRZOHGJH�RI�$UDELF�LV�D�SOXV

PMU now invites eligible consultants to indicate their interests in providing the service 
DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�TXDOLÀHG�WR�SHUIRUP�WKH�VHUYLFH���DQG�LQWHUHVWHG�WR�
send  CVs that meet the following conditions:
,QWHUHVWHG�VKRXOG��SURYLGH�DQ\�FHUWLÀFDWH�RU�GRFXPHQWV�WKDW�SURYH�ZKDWHYHU�VWDWHG�LQ�WKH�
&9V�WR�EH�GHOLYHUHG�WR�WKH�DGGUHVV�EHORZ�E\�0RQGD\�����'HFHPEHU�����

Sana’a – Al Rebat Street area Tel: [777230011or 770460404]
E-mail: debaaj80@yahoo.com
and cc to sumaia.albwsani@yahoo.com & ic@yemen-ico.info

Expressions of Interest
(International Consultant) 

The Republic of Yemen has got a grant from the Transition Fund for Middle East and North 
$IULFD� �7)�0(1$��DQG� LPSOHPHQWHG�E\� WKH�:RUG�%DQN� WR�ÀQDQFH� WKH�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�
Enhancement Project , and intends to use part of the proceeds of this grant to cover the 
FRVWV�RI�FRQVXOWDQF\�SURYLGLQJ�DGYLVRU\�VHUYLFHV�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI Strategy Design and the 
Action Plan for the training unit of SNACC.

The broad scope of work of the consultant would be as follows:
1- Assessing options and designing the Strategy and Implementation Plan of the 

Research Unit
2- Accurately interpreting a wide range of information and proactively addressing 

FOLHQWV·�QHHGV�DQG�WDVN�VSHFLÀFV�
3- Ensure that the responsibilities undertaken are completed on time and address the 

VSHFLÀF�SXUSRVH�DQG�REMHFWLYHV�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�

4XDOLÀFDWLRQ��DQG�VNLOO�UHTXLUHPHQWV
1-  Doctoral degree from a premier educational institute in social sciences,  law, business/

public administration, HR management, organizational development, and/or related 
ÀHOG�

2-  High quality work in the area of expertise(at least 10 years relevant experience) with 
special focus on strategic planning , organizational development to build capacity of 
SXEOLF�VHFWRU�LQVWLWXWLRQV�

����0XVW�EH�SURÀFLHQW�LQ�XWLOL]LQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�GHVLJQ�PHWKRGV�WR�DVVHVV�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�
structures, roles, processes, human capital practices, culture metrics and measurable 
UHVXOWV�

4-  Ability to effectively interact with culturally diverse staff and deliver results for 
FOLHQWV�

����([SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�0(1$�UHJLRQ�LV�D�SOXV��([FHOOHQW�NQRZOHGJH�RI�(QJOLVK��.QRZOHGJH�
RI�$UDELF�LV�D�SOXV�

,QWHUHVWHG�FRQVXOWDQWV�VKRXOG��SURYLGH�DQ\�FHUWLÀFDWH�RU�GRFXPHQWV�WKDW�SURYH�ZKDWHYHU�
stated in the CVs to be sent to the E-mail address or delivered to the address below no 
ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�0RQGD\�����'HFHPEHU�������

Sana’a – Al Rebat Street area 
Tel:  [00967770460404-]
E-mail:  debaaj80@yahoo.com , sumaia.albwsani@yahoo.com 

Expressions of Interest
(International Individual consultant) 

The Republic of Yemen has got a grant from the Transition Fund for Middle East and North 
$IULFD��7)�0(1$��DQG�LPSOHPHQWHG�E\�WKH�:RUG�%DQN�WR�ÀQDQFH�WKH�Accountability 
Enhancement Project  , and intends to use part of the proceeds of this grant to cover the 
FRVWV�RI�FRQVXOWDQF\�SURYLGLQJ�DGYLVRU\�VHUYLFHV�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�Designing and Facilitate 
impletion of a Training Program, In order to achieve that objective, a prestigious 
international training institute is required to devise and conduct a training program for 
approximately 1520- Judges of Anti-Corruption Courts in Yemen. The participants will 
be provided with knowledge and skills, as well as effective methods, tools and approaches 
for prosecution, jurisdiction, and enforcement of anticorruption regulations in Yemen. 
Examples from other countries should be incorporated in the training to illustrate potential 
issues that may arise in the ruling process.

4XDOLÀFDWLRQV�DQG�6NLOO���
1- At least 7 years of expertise in the design and development of training and learning 

programmes.
2- Proven and extensive experience in the development of training curricula and 

materials on anti-corruption topics for judges. The service provider should be able 
to present a portfolio of previous trainings it organized, which are relevant for the 
current service.

3- Strong understanding of adult learning theory, organizational development, and 
training program design/Proven ability and experience in leading and facilitating 
quality training workshops on multidisciplinary and multicultural teams.

4- Previous expertise in devising quality training materials in the area of anti-corruption.
5- Good knowledge of socio-economical and geo-political drivers in Yemen is highly 

desirable, particularly of the challenges in the area of anticorruption.
6- Fluency in English (written and spoken). Ability to communicate in Arabic is highly 

desirable.
7- Excellent communication, data presentation and writing skills, necessary to produce 

and deliver quality training programs.
8- Good command of Windows, Power Point, Word and Excel or similar programs 

required.

,QWHUHVWHG�FRQVXOWDQWV�VKRXOG��SURYLGH�DQ\�FHUWLÀFDWH�RU�GRFXPHQWV�WKDW�SURYH�ZKDWHYHU�
stated in the CVs to be sent to the E-mail address or delivered to the address below no 
later than the Monday -29 December  2014.

6DQD·D�²�$O�5HEDW�6WUHHW�DUHD�
Tel:  [00967770460404-]
E-mail:  debaaj80@yahoo.com , sumaia.albwsani@yahoo.com  
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IRIN
First Published Dec. 3

New Afghan Presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani 
is seeking a cash in-
jection from donors 
to help him imple-

ment a ground-breaking anti-cor-
ruption campaign, but aid experts 
are skeptical he will get the desired 
funding.

At the ongoing London Confer-

ence on Afghanistan, Ghani is ex-
pected to use his keynote speech 
on Dec. 4 to unveil his reform pro-
gram aimed, among other things, 
at tackling corruption.

A draft of the program, leaked to 
the Afghanistan Analysts Network, 
highlights a series of reforms in-
cluding an “independent anti-cor-
ruption mission with time-bound 
prosecution powers,” the “reform 
of the Supreme Audit Agency,” 
and the formation of a “national 

procurement board that will man-
age all large-value contracts”.

In exchange Ghani is expected 
WR� DVN� IRU� IUHVK� ¿QDQFLDO� VXSSRUW�
from international donors. Yet 
Mark Bowden, the UN secretary-
general’s deputy special repre-
sentative for Afghanistan and the 
country’s humanitarian coordi-
QDWRU�� VDLG� KH� ZDV� QRW� FRQ¿GHQW�
that Ghani would get the “front-
loaded” funding he is seeking in 
exchange for his “front-loaded re-

form package.”
“In return [for the reforms, he 

wants] a front-loaded element to 
future aid and also an increase 
in the levels of aid. That is where 
I think the challenge is going to 
be, as I don’t think there is much 
new money around,” he told IRIN. 
“From the traditional donor com-
munity, if there is any additional 
[money] it is only going to be 
about $100 million.”

 Split power base  
Ghani took power in September 
after a prolonged election strug-
gle, with his challenger Abdullah 
Abdullah taking over the newly 
created role of chief executive. 
Both men had pledged to combat 
corruption and waste but Ghani’s 
commitment has widely been seen 
as more sincere.

He inherited a country that has 
been the world’s leading recipi-
ent of development assistance as a 

percentage of its national income 
since 2007—with US$6.2 billion in 
2012 alone—but one that remains 
among the poorest globally.  This 
is in large part due to what Bowden 
calls “systemic” corruption.

The latest annual corruption 
perception index by Berlin-based 
graft watchdog Transparency In-
ternational ranks Afghanistan as 
the world’s fourth most corrupt 
country.

Continued on the back page
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Afghanistan seeks anti-corruption support
Afghanistan remains a desperately poor country despite over a decade of investment from international donors. 
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 � Male, holds master degree in 
English and ICDL in computer, 
6 year experience in teaching, 
available as a tutor or for any 
job that requires English. 
77758466, 736974711.

 � Nashwan Hasan, BA 
Accountant, 7 years 
experience, seeks to work in 
an organization where English 
is essntial. 771580509, 
777228719

 � OSHA certified, with 20 years 
Gulf exp. in oil & gas, variety 
of HSE, safety fields, including 
fire fighting, health and sfety, 2 
years Gulf exp. in construction.  
jmlsalem@yahoo.com

 � Teacher of math, physics and 
chemistry in English seeks 
work at school. 735694439 

 � Male, bachelor’s degree in 
English language, diploma in 
marketing & computer science, 

experienced as an operations 
officer, treasurer and teacher. 
Looking for any job that 
requires English. 777004207

 � Female, BA in Arabic 
literature, very good written 
and spoken French/English, 
seeks work as a babysitter for 
a foreign family (Aden or Taiz). 
737168816

 � Rainbow School is requesting 
female teachers for Arabic, 
English and Maths, with no 
less than 3 years experience, 
to teach elementary grades. 
Fluent and non-accented 
English language is required. 
Contact: 733811430, 
733406194. Email: 
emma5565@yahoo.com 

 � Required, experienced 
housemaid to work in Sana’a. 
She must be able to speak 

English. Send an email to 
ccaruso87@yahoo.com, 
mention your full name, 
nationality, contact teelphone, 
and how long you have been 
in Yemen.

 � A Yemeni government body 
wishes to hire a full time media 
and PR person. Candidates 
must have experience in 
working with the media and 
presenting the authority in 
public. English is favorable. 
Applicants must send their 
CVs and cover letter to 

yasinsaif@gmail.com 

 � For Sale: Galaxy 3 Sprint 
phones, brand new from USA 
for $200 or best offer. 
773691845

 � A comfortable modern car is 
available with its English-
speaking driver, for touring 
Sana’a. Call Hashim at 
736147911.

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire 
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, 
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, Tourism 254032, 
TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-
Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544

Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901

Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451

        
CAR RENTALS

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS  & SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26                    

British Institute for languages & Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

Royal Crown Hotel & Suites 
01406661 406681

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
 

UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

RESTAURANTS
 

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
 417391
My Pie  431999

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 

 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2 
                                               Fax  370193

International Turkish Schools
 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKETS
 

Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-

Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.                                   Tel: 
01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6

           
UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800

Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 

01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
 01-294579
Ministry of Defence  01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008

Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

åUàà�ÑÃWLN
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INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI 
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO 
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO 
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER 
AIRCRAFT. 

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894  

Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995

EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

             INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
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For more info. call 268661/2/3



Another survey found that after in-
security, corruption is the biggest 
problem for ordinary Afghans. 62 
percent said corruption is a major 
problem in their daily life, up from 
55 percent in 2013.

Among the issues are bribery 
within government ministries, a ju-
diciary so corrupt that many prefer 
to use the Taliban courts and con-
cerns over mining revenues being 
stolen or wasted.

Since taking over, Ghani has re-
opened a key case into the nearly 
US$1 billion fraud at Kabul Bank, 
while the head of the tainted judi-
ciary has been replaced.

In his personal style, too, he has 
shifted perceptions. It is reported 
WKDW�*KDQL�KDV�WDNHQ�WR�ULQJLQJ�Ṙ-
cials at 6 a.m. and at midnight, even 
taking his own notes in meetings, 
while there are rumors of eccentric 
decisions, including a surprise visit 
WR� D� SROLFH� VWDWLRQ�� 8SRQ� ¿QGLQJ�
the station’s head away from his 
desk in working hours, he called to 
inquire of his whereabouts. When 
the police chief said he was in his 
ṘFH��*KDQL�UHSOLHG��³UHDOO\��VR�DP�
I? Where exactly are you?”

Whether the story is correct is 
somewhat irrelevant. Javed Noora-
ni, a senior researcher at Integrity 
:DWFK�$IJKDQLVWDQ��VDLG�WKH�³ULSSOH�
H̆HFW´�KDG�DOUHDG\�KDG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
LPSDFW��³>+LV�DFWLRQV@�DUH�JHQHUDW-
ing a lot of fear. People at a senior 
level in the Ministry of Interior 
have reacted to this. Earlier you 
could buy your rank, a star on your 
shoulder for $20,000. That has al-
ready stopped,” he said.

John F. Sopko, the special in-

spector-general for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction, which is tasked 
by the US government with moni-
toring the use of American money, 
said the new president’s commit-
ment on corruption was welcome 
and should be supported by the in-
ternational community.
³2YHUVLJKW� PXVW� EH� PDGH� µPLV-

sion critical’ to our reconstruction 
H̆RUWV�´� KH� WROG� ,5,1� YLD� HPDLO��
³(̆RUWV� WR� FRPEDW� FRUUXSWLRQ� DQG�
narcotics must be made a strategic 
priority, given a comprehensive 
plan, and considered when design-
ing and evaluating all reconstruc-
tion programs.”

 
3UHVVLQJ�WKH�ÀHVK
Yet Noorani said that while Ghani’s 
commitment to anti-corruption 
appeared sincere, he has so far 
GRQH�OLWWOH�WR�IRUPDOO\�ÀHVK�RXW�WKH�
mechanisms to achieve his goals. 
³+H�KDV�WDNHQ�VRPH�YHU\�EROG�VWHSV�
but he doesn’t have a clear strategy 
yet,” he said.

Ghani is expected to outline such 
a strategy at the London Confer-
ence. In exchange, he is asking 
for increased support from the in-
ternational community, as such 
mechanisms require funding that 
Afghanistan simply does not have. 
In 2013 the government’s expen-
ditures were $5.4 billion, but rev-
enues were around $2 billion. The 
rest came from international dona-
tions and loans.

Yet donors are disengaging ahead 
of the planned withdrawal from 
combat roles of foreign troops at 
WKH�HQG�RI�������2QH�UHSRUW�IRXQG�
that in previous wars such as Iraq 

and Kosovo aid levels fell as much 
as 65 percent after the withdrawal 
of international forces.

While such a big drop is not ex-
pected in Afghanistan, a recent 
campaign by a coalition of 128 
1*2V� ZDUQHG� WKDW� WKH� ZRUOG� ZDV�
³IRUJHWWLQJ´�WKH�FRXQWU\�

Likewise since the 2012 Tokyo 
Conference donors have shifting to 
so-called direct assistance—chan-
neling at least 50 percent of their 
funds through Afghan ministries 
directly. While Ghani is in favor of 
such moves, many ministries face 
chronic corruption issues.

A report by SIGAR found that 
millions of dollars of US money had 
been channeled into seven key min-
istries despite USAID’s own risk re-
views concluding they were unable 
to manage the funds properly.
6LJQL¿FDQW� FDSDFLW\�EXLOGLQJ�

mechanisms are needed to help 
the ministries avoid corruption. 
%R�6FKDFN��81+&5�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�
in Afghanistan, said that building 
FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�GLUHFW�DVVLVWDQFH�ZDV�
³HDV\´� LQ� WKHRU\²³GHDO� ZLWK� JRRG�
governance, deal with corruption, 
deal with land grabbing in an ap-
SURSULDWH� PDQQHU�´� KH� VDLG�� ³7KH�
devil is in the details. We are talk-
ing about a country systemically 
corrupt, which is an issue that all of 
us in the agencies have felt as well.”

Some aid workers even worry 
that if the ministries prove them-
selves incapable of handling the 
funds without corruption it could 
be used as an excuse for those do-
nors seeking to disengage with 
Afghanistan to withdraw their 
IXQGLQJ��³7KH�IHDU�LV�WKDW�LW�LV�DOO�D�

trick,” said the head of one leading 
humanitarian body.

 
Beyond the conference
$OO�VLGHV�DGPLW�WKDW�ZKLOH�¿QDQFLDO�
support would boost Ghani, tough-
er battles lie ahead to push through 
anti-corruption policies at home. 
Long-time adversaries, Ghani and 
Abdullah have been unable to agree 
a government ahead of the talks, 
despite previous commitments 
WKDW� NH\� SRVLWLRQV�ZRXOG� EH� ¿OOHG��
Both men also have within their 
SROLWLFDO� DOOLDQFHV� SRZHUIXO� ¿JXUHV�
whose interests would be directly 
challenged by anti-corruption mea-
sures.

Stephen Carter, Afghanistan 
campaign leader at the London-
EDVHG� WUDQVSDUHQF\� 1*2� *OREDO�
:LWQHVV�VDLG�WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�³ORZ�
hanging fruit”—measures that 
could be implemented relatively 
FKHDSO\� WKDW�ZRXOG� LQFUHDVH� FRQ¿-
dence in Ghani’s plans.

Among these, he said, were mea-
sures to count money for those 
leaving the country. In recent years 
$IJKDQLVWDQ� KDV� VX̆HUHG� IURP�
FKURQLF�FDSLWDO�ÀLJKW��PXFK�RI�LW�LO-
legal. Carter said money-counting 
machines had been procured in re-
cent years to use at Afghan airports 
but had never been operated.
³7KH� 86� JRYHUQPHQW� DQG� RWKHU�

donors provided the equipment to 
VWRS� WKH� FDVK� ÀRZ� DW� WKH� DLUSRUW��

The Afghan government never 
plugged them in,” he said.

Noorani added that Ghani was 
in need of key victories on corrup-
WLRQ� WR� KHOS� EXLOG�PRPHQWXP��+H�
VDLG�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�KDG�SHUKDSV�³VL[�
months” to make a breakthrough 
and that international support was 

FUXFLDO� LQ� WKDW�� ³,I� KH� GRHV� WKLQJV�
well… he will set a very good point 
for the rest of the four and a half 
years. If they do a poor job, people 
will lose faith.”

Republished with permission from 
IRIN.
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read 
English-language newspaper

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
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Aden 
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)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Afghanistan seeks anti-corruption support




