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SANA'A, Dec, 24— Over 50 em-
ployees from the Ministry of Cul-
ture held a protest on Wednesday 
morning demanding the dismissal 
of Arwa Othman, the new minister 
of culture, after she refused to meet 
all of their demands. 

According to the director of pub-
lic relations for the ministry, Nabil 
Al-Kurmudi, who organized the 
SURWHVWV��2WKPDQ¶V� VWD̆�DUH�FDOOLQJ�
for her dismissal because she has 
refused to meet their requests since 
WDNLQJ�ṘFH����GD\V�DJR��

More than 150 employees be-
gan protesting on Tuesday, but the 
majority returned to work after 
Othman agreed to meet a range of 
demands. These included a wage 
increase and additional bonuses, 
the creation of a “solidarity fund” to 
help employees in emergency situa-
tions, land grants, and comprehen-
sive health insurance plans. 

Ahmed Al-Mamari, a professional 
actor and member of the theater 
department in the ministry, says he 
LV�VDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�2WKPDQ¶V�UHVSRQVH�

DQG�KDV�VLQFH�UHWXUQHG�WR�KLV�ṘFH��
She promised to force through the 
reforms once a 2015 budget has 
been approved by parliament. 

Not all of the protestors were 
VDWLV¿HG�� KRZHYHU�� DQG� DERXW� ���
VWD̆�PHPEHUV�VHW�XS� WHQWV�DQG�H[-

tended the protest into Wednesday. 
Those remaining claim that the new 
minister has withdrawn access to 
¿QDQFLDO� JUDQWV� WKDW� KHU� SUHGHFHV-
sor, Abdullah Awbal, had approved. 
These include funding for cultural 
activities and events held through-

out the governorates. 
7KH�GLUHFWRU�RI�FXOWXUDO�D̆DLUV�DW�

the ministry, Mohammed Al-Ma-
VLDEL��LV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�H̆HFWHG�E\�WKH�
funding gap. “We will not leave until 
WKH�PLQLVWHU�UHLQVWDWHV�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�
rights that used to be approved by 
the former minister,” he said.

While happy to meet any demands 
she deems legitimate, the new min-
ister is keen to reform a ministry she 
says is “fraught with corruption.” 
She claims the remaining protestors 
are disgruntled because she has re-
fused to approve “corrupt checks for 
fake projects.” 

Adel Al-Hubaishi, a director and 
member of the theater department, 
agrees with Othman. Those who 
continue to demand the minister’s 
removal, he says, are concerned 
with their own personal interests. 

“They want the minister to ap-
prove a budget for fake projects 
which are supposed to be held in 
many governorates but never actu-
ally take place,” claims Al-Hubaishi. 
“These funds were approved by for-
mer ministers, but the new minister 
wants to put an end to this corrup-
tion and that's why they are upset.” 

Culture ministry employees 
call for removal of minister 

Tents set up by protesters in the yard of the Ministry of Culture with 
SODFDUG�GHPDQGLQJ�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�WKH�PLQLVWHU��$UZD�2WKPDQ��

$4$3�FODLPHG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�6KHLNK�)DLVDO�$O�6KDULI�

7KH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�5DGD¶D�KDV�OHIW�PDQ\�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWKRXW�VFKRROV�WR�DWWHQG��DQG�RWKHUV�LQ�VFKRROV�ZLWK�
EXOOHW�ULGGHQ�ZDOOV��7KH�YLOODJH�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�DERYH�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�D�KLJK�VFKRRO��PHDQLQJ�VWXGHQWV�
XQZLOOLQJ�RU�XQDEOH�WR�WUDYHO�WR�QHLJKERULQJ�YLOODJHV�PXVW�HQG�WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQ�DIWHU�QLQWK�JUDGH��
See pages 4 and 5 for a photo essay on education in Rada’a. 

Bassam Al-Khameri 

6$1$¶$�� 'HF�� ��—Security 
sources reported on Wednes-
day that a suspect in the killing of 
Sheikh Faisal Al-Sharif, who was 
assassinated on Tuesday in the Al-
Dairi neighbourhood of Sana’a, had 
been apprehended and taken in for 
questioning.  

Al-Sharif, a tribal sheikh of Marib 
DQG� D� +RXWKL� �$QVDU� $OODK�� ¿HOG�
leader with the popular commit-
tees in Sana’a, was shot in front of 
Sana’a University by two men on a 
motorcycle. 

Hussein Al-Bukhaiti, a promi-
QHQW�+RXWKL�¿JXUH�DQG�VSRNHVPDQ�
for the group, told the Yemen Times 
the driver of the motorcycle was ar-
rested later that day in a joint op-
eration between security forces and 

popular committee members. The 
suspect was taken from a house on 
Al-Qahera Street in Sana’a. 

“Arresting the motorcyclist is the 
key to knowing more information 
about this assassination, as well as 
other killings that have taken place 
recently,” said Al-Bukhaiti. 

Brigadier Abdulrazaq Al-Mo'yad, 
the security chief of Sana’a, con-
¿UPHG� WKDW� RQH� RI� WZR� VXVSHFWV�
had been arrested, but would not 
provide any further information for 
security reasons.
$QVDU� $O�6KDULD�� DQ� R̆VKRRW� RI�

Al-Qaeda, claimed responsibility 
for the assassination of Al-Sharif on 
the day he died, and claimed they 
had been monitoring him for some 
time before. 

“On Tuesday two mujahideen of 
Ansar Al-Sharia killed Faisal Al-

Sharif, a tribal sheikh and Houthi 
¿HOG� FRPPDQGHU�� LQ� WKH� FDSLWDO�
Sana’a. The mujahideen was track-
ing the movement of Al-Sharif 
before killing him in the Al-Dairi 
neighborhood of Sana’a,” the group 
UHSRUWHG�RQ�LWV�ṘFLDO�7ZLWWHU�SDJH�
[Akhbar Ansar Al-Sharia]. 

Sinan Khaled owns a stationary 
shop in front of Sana’a University, 
and was present at the scene dur-
ing the attack. He told the Yemen 
Times that two masked men on 
PRWRUELNH�RSHQHG�¿UH�DW�$O�6KDULI��
“He was shot in the roundabout in 
front of Sana’a University and died 
immediately because he was shot in 
the head,” he said. 

Following an increase in the 
number of assassinations against 
military and security personnel, 
motorcycles had previously been 

banned in parts of the capital. 
Their use resumed, however, once 
Houthis gained control of the city 
on Sept. 21. 

Fathi Hameed, an independent 
political analyst based in Sana’a, 
says increasing Houthi involve-
ment in the struggle against Ansar 
Al-Sharia is a dangerous prospect, 
both for the Houthis and for Yemen.

“The state was involved in the 
¿JKW� DJDLQVW� $O�4DHGD� DQG� ORVW�
PDQ\� RI� LWV� ṘFHUV� DQG� VROGLHUV��
Now the Houthis are losing lead-
ers and other prominent mem-
bers of their own group,” he said. 
Houthi involvement is also creating 
D� VHFWDULDQ� FRQÀLFW�� VD\V� +DPHHG��
because Al-Qaeda claims they are 
¿JKWLQJ� WKH�6KLLWHV� DQG� DUH� FDOOLQJ�
on Sunnis to join them in their 
struggle.

6XVSHFW�KHOG�LQ�NLOOLQJ�RI�+RXWKL�¿HOG�FRPPDQGHU
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Mohski

SANA’A, Dec. 23—Two South-
ern Movement members were 
NLOOHG� DQG� ¿YH� RWKHUV� LQMXUHG� LQ�
Shabwa governorate’s Ataq city, 
during clashes between protestors 
and anti-riot police on Monday 
and Tuesday. 

Matlub Mohammad Matlub 
Al-Dayani, a student at the Fac-
ulty of Petroleum and Minerals at 
Shabwa University, was killed by 
riot police on Monday, which trig-
gered further clashes and protests 
throughout the city that led to the 
death on Tuesday of Ali Nasser Al-
Awlaqi, a member of the Awlaqi 
tribe and a Southern Movement 
supporter. 

Saleh Mohammad Al-Shabwani, 
a local resident living next to the 
Federal Building in downtown 
Ataq, claimed that Daylani and 
a group of armed protestors at-
tempted to storm the building on 
Monday morning. “Soldiers pro-
WHFWLQJ� WKH� EXLOGLQJ� ¿UHG� RQ� WKH�
protestors as they approached, 
killing Al-Daylani,” he said. 

Al-Ja’fari, head of the Shabwa 
Tribal Coalition and a prominent 
Southern Movement supporter, 
denies that the protestors who ap-
proached the building were armed, 
claiming instead that they arrived 
peacefully in an attempt to con-
vince employees working inside 
to evacuate. He said that security 
IRUFHV� LQLWLDWHG� WKH� FODVKHV�E\�¿U-
ing upon them using bullets and 
tear gas, during which Daylani was 
killed. 

Abdul Rahman Al-Shaiba, an 

Ataq city resident and eyewitness 
to the events, claimed that some of 
the protestors who approached the 
building were armed, but scattered 
DIWHU�EHLQJ�¿UHG�XSRQ�E\�VROGLHUV��
He says they later reconvened, 
setting up checkpoints in the city 
center. 

“After Al-Daylani was killed, 
the protestors scattered, return-
ing later in the afternoon and es-
tablishing a sit-in at Memorial 
Roundabout in downtown Ataq,” 
he said. “They were stopping and 
searching vehicles, and eventu-
ally began burning tires. A military 
transport vehicle that attempted to 
pass through was burned.”

According to Al-Ja’fari, riot 
police attacked the encampment 
Tuesday morning, at which point 
those inside the sit-in were armed. 
“After the clashes on Monday, 
Southern Movement supporters 
armed themselves and returned 
for the sit-in,” he said. “Riot po-
lice came to break up the encamp-

ment, which triggered clashes with 
those in the roundabout.”

Mubarak Al-Azlam, Shabwa 
deputy security chief, said that it is 
the responsibility of security forces 
to clear any roads that are blocked 
R̆�E\� SURWHVWRUV�� ³6HFXULW\� IRUFHV�
and anti-riot police dispersed 
those who were blocking the street 
because they posed a threat to 
public security,” he said. He de-
clined to comment on whether a 
military vehicle had been burned. 

Al-Ja’fari, Al-Shabwani and 
$O�6KDLED� HDFK� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW��
with the exception of hospitals 
and schools, a number of govern-
ment facilities, shops and other 
commercial establishments were 
closed Monday as part of a civil 
disobedience campaign.

On Oct. 14, the Southern Move-
ment, a coalition of groups calling 
for varying degrees of autonomy in 
South Yemen, began open-ended 
protests throughout the southern 
governorates. 

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Dec. 24—In a statement 
published Wednesday, Deputy Min-
ister of Education Dr. Abdullah Al-
Hamadi called for weekends within 
Yemen’s public school system to 
be reduced from two days to only 
one, eliminating the controversy 
on whether the weekend should be 
Thursday-Friday or Friday-Satur-
day. 

Currently, weekends within Ye-
PHQ¶V� VFKRRO� GLVWULFWV� DUH� ṘFLDOO\�
Fridays and Saturdays on a national 
level. However, on Dec. 13, school 
districts in Sana’a and Dhammar 
governorates unilaterally changed 
their schedules to Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

This change had already been ef-
fect on the ground in Sana’a gov-
ernorate beginning Nov. 27, after 
a number of schools changed their 
schedule, allegedly under pressure 
from the Houthis. 

In a statement published on the 
Defense Ministry’s website, Sept. 
���� $O�+DPDGL� MXVWL¿HG� LQFUHDVLQJ�
the school week to six days from 
¿YH�LQ�RUGHU�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�PDNH�XS��
classes missed as a result of the vari-
RXV� ZDUV� DQG� FRQÀLFWV� WKH� FRXQWU\�
has witnessed over the past several 
years. He added that only the central 
government could decide changes in 
the school system’s weekend sched-
ule, and that local governorates or 
districts do not have the authority to 
make such decisions. 

Abdullah Al-Zaydi, a media of-
¿FHU� ZLWKLQ� WKH� 0LQLVWU\� RI� (GX-
cation, told the Yemen Times that 
implementing Al-Hamadi’s decision 
would require approval from the 
prime minister, and that talks were 
being held within the ministry and 
ZLWK�ṘFLDOV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�&DELQHW�UH-
garding how to proceed with the is-
sue. 

The Yemen Times made numer-

ous phone calls to the spokesperson 
RI�WKH�SULPH�PLQLVWHU¶V�ṘFH��1RQH�
were returned. 

Hussein Al-Bukhaiti, a prominent 
member within the Houthi move-
ment, which is also known as Ansar 
$OODK��UHMHFWHG�WKH�GHSXW\�PLQLVWHU¶V�
call, calling it “unacceptable.” 

He expressed support for the 
schedule change adopted in Sana’a 
and Dhammar governorates, which 
changed the weekend to Thursdays 
and Fridays. 

“Changing the schedule is in the 
students’ best interest,” he said. 
“We have no political motive for 
GRLQJ�WKLV��7KLV�LV�MXVW�D�ZD\�IRU�WKH�
Ministry of Education and the gov-
ernment to put pressure on its op-
ponents.” 

Until June 2013, weekends in all 
government ministries in Yemen 
ZHUH�ṘFLDOO\�VFKHGXOHG�IRU�7KXUV-
GD\V� DQG� )ULGD\V�� DV� FRGL¿HG� LQ� D�
presidential decree passed in 2006. 
Yemenis have traditionally observed 
weekends on Thursdays and Fri-
days, unlike most Islamic countries 
that observe weekends on Fridays 
and Saturdays. 

Al-Hamadi told the Yemen Times 
that limiting weekends to Satur-
days was a compromise between 
the two separate schedules being 
called for by the government and 
the Houthis. He added that while 
students in public schools were re-
quired to study 7 periods per day, 
WKDW� ¿HOG� VWXGLHV� FRQGXFWHG� E\� WKH�
ministry over the past year showed 
WKDW�D�PDMRULW\�RI� VFKRROV� WKURXJK-
out the country were only requiring 
students to study for 6 periods. 

This, combined with the vari-
RXV� ZDUV� DQG� FRQÀLFWV� ZLWQHVVHG�
throughout the country, meant that 
students had only attended 600 
class hours over the previous year 
under the current schedule. The law 
requires that students spend 1,000 
hours a year in class time.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Dec. 23—Five impro-
vised explosive devices (IEDs) ex-
ploded Tuesday morning in Sana’a’s 
Old City within minutes of each 
other, killing an armed Houthi and 
LQMXULQJ�WKUHH�FLYLOLDQV��

Abdul Azeez Al-Qadasi, the Capi-
tal Secretariat’s deputy security 
chief, said the man was killed af-
WHU� WU\LQJ� WR� GL̆XVH� WKH� ,('�ZKLFK�
had been planted in the Old City’s 
Bustan Al-Sultan neighborhood. 

Nafe’ Al-Wesabi, a resident of 
Bustan Al-Sultan who was at the 
scene, said he noticed the IED bur-
ied underneath a pile of clothes lo-
FDWHG� LQ� D� ORFDO� ODQG¿OO� LQ� WKH� DUHD��
He alerted security forces, he said, 
who arrived with an armed Houthi 
ZKR�HQGHG�XS�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�GL̆XVH�
the IED. Al-Wesabi said the Houthi 
was killed instantly. 

Al-Qadasi said that a number of 
homes and nearby vehicles were 
damaged in the blast, which he 
blamed on Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP), although the or-
ganization had not claimed respon-
sibility for the attack as of Wednes-
day evening. Al-Qadasi said AQAP 

was targeting Sana’a’s Old City, as 
it is known for having a large Zaydi 
Shi’a population, a Muslim religious 
VHFW� WKDW�D�PDMRULW\�RI�+RXWKLV�DOVR�
belong to. 

Old Sana’a was marked by UNES-
CO as a World Heritage Site in 1986, 
and is known for its traditional style 
of architecture that dates back more 
than two thousand years to Yemen’s 
pre-Islamic era. It has also long been 
D� SRSXODU� WRXULVW� DWWUDFWLRQ�� 1DMLE�
Al-Otheri, director of Old Sana’a’s 
Local Administrative Council, told 
the Yemen Times that a number of 
buildings in the area were damaged 
in the blast. “Targeting the Old City 
is a dangerous precedent,” he said. 
“It represents the targeting of Ye-
men’s history and heritage.” 
:LWKLQ�PLQXWHV� RI� WKH� ¿UVW� EODVW��

two IEDs were detonated in Sana’a’s 
Anqad market, located near Tahrir 
Square and the Old City’s Al-Tabari 
neighborhood. Afaf Al-Belaili, a 
resident who lives near the Anqad 
market, witnessed the blast while 
on her way to work. She told the Ye-
men Times that no one was harmed 
in that explosion because the streets 
were largely vacant. No other casu-
alties were reported in the Al-Tabari 

neighborhood, although property 
damage to homes in both areas were 
reported. 
$�IRXUWK�H[SORVLRQ�WRRN�SODFH�MXVW�

outside the home of Ismail Al-Wa-
zir, chairman of the Al-Haq political 
party’s Shura Council. The Al-Haq 
party was formed in 1990 following 
<HPHQ¶V� XQL¿FDWLRQ� DQG� LV� ODUJHO\�
known to draw support from the 
country’s Zaydi Shi’a population. Al-
Wazir told the Yemen Times that the 
explosion occurred roughly 20 me-
ters from his home in the Old City’s 
Bustan Al-Sultan neighborhood, 
damaging a number of buildings 
DQG�YHKLFOHV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�DQG�LQMXULQJ�
two people. Al-Wazir had previously 
been the target of a failed assassi-
nation attempt on April 8 when his 
car was shot at on Zira’a street near 
Sana’a University by armed men rid-
ing in two vehicles. The identity of 
KLV�DWWDFNHUV�ZDV�QHYHU�FRQ¿UPHG��
$�¿IWK�,('�ZDV�GHWRQDWHG�VKRUWO\�

after in the area located between the 
Old City and Al-Tahrir. Al-Qadasi 
FODLPHG� QR� RQH� ZDV� LQMXUHG� LQ� WKH�
attack but that two cars and several 
windows in surrounding areas were 
damaged. 

The attacks come about two weeks 
DIWHU� ¿YH� ,('V� ZHUH� GHWRQDWHG� LQ�
6DQD¶D�RQ�'HF�����FDXVLQJ���LQMXULHV��

Shadi Abd Al-Jabr, a resident of 
Sana’a’s Old City, claimed that the 
DUHD� KDG� ZLWQHVVHG� D� ODUJH� LQÀX[�
of Houthis in recent months, and 
that an even larger number of post-
ers and stickers bearing pro-Houthi 
slogans had been put up in the area. 
He speculated that their presence is 
what led the assailants to target the 
Old City. 
1DMLE� $O�:HVKDOLO�� D� +RXWKL� PH-

GLD� ṘFHU� EDVHG� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� EODPHG�
AQAP for the attack, claiming the 
group was attempting to spread fear 
and chaos throughout Sana’a. 

Two Southern Movement members 
killed in Shabwa governorate

Houthis reject Ministry of 
Education’s school weekend 
proposal

Explosions rock Old Sana’a

7KH�2OG�&LW\�ZDV�WDUJHWHG�WKLV�ZHHN�ZKHQ�¿YH�,('V�H[SORGHG�RQ�7XHVGD\��7KH�DUHD�LV�KHDYLO\�=DLGL�6KLD��
WKH�VDPH�UHOLJLRXV�VHFW�DV�WKH�+RXWKLV��

0XWOXE�$O�'D\DQL�DQG�$OL�$O�$ZODTL�ZHUH�NLOOHG�LQ�WKH�FODVKHV�

<RXQJ�PLJUDQWV�DQG�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�IRU�0LJUDWLRQ��,20��VWD̆�ZURWH�ZKDW�,QWHUQD-
tional Day of Migrants meant to them on a colorful board during an event in Sana’a. Interna-
tional Migrants Day was celebrated on Dec. 18.

$URXQG�WRZQ



Tell us about the accident in 
your store.
Mohammad Hamzah: One night 
back in April we received news at 
aroud 1:30a.m. that my wholesale 
VWRUH�ZDV�RQ�¿UH�
:H¶YH� EHHQ� WROG� WKDW� D� ¿UHWUXFN�

from the Civil Defense Author-
ity came to the site but had to turn 
around because it was out of water, 
so another truck was sent to put the 
¿UH�RXW�

Members of the authority tried to 
contact the electricity corporation 
but no one responded, so they were 
forced to cut the power lines.

How much did you lose in the 
¿UH"
Hamzah: Around 9 million Ye-
meni Rials. 

:KDW� LV� WKH� DXWKRULW\
V� ¿QDQ-
FLDO�VLWXDWLRQ"
Khalid Al-Sherahi: [Before 2007, 
we were known as the Administra-
toin of Civil Defense, and we re-
ceived our budget from the Ministr 
of Interior.] Our emergency servic-
es had always been underfunded, 
however in 2007 a republican de-
cree ws issued reconstituting us as 
the Yemeni Civil Defense Authority. 
We were given its own budget from 
the Ministry of Finance, although 
the decision was largely ignored 
until 2013, until Brigadier Ahmed 
Ali Rase' was appointed head of the 
authority. [Our budget is still small, 
about $150,000 per month, howev-
er we’ve received promises from the 
new cabinet that it will increase.]

:KDW� DUH� WKH� VHUYLFHV� R̆HUHG�
E\�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR�WKH�SXEOLF"
Al-Sherahi: The authority gener-
ally responds to natural and man-
PDGH� GLVDVWHUV�� DQG� DFWV� DV� D� ¿UVW�
response unit that arrives as soon 
as possible once a call comes in. 

Seeing as a call was made to 
WKH� DXWKRULW\� DERXW� D� ¿UH� DW�
Mr. Hamzah’s store, why did 
the truck arrive at the scene 
HPSW\�RI�ZDWHU"
Al-Sherahi: There hasn’t been any 

FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�¿UH�WUXFN�ZDV�
actually empty. When a truck is be-
ing used it can pump out 8000 li-
tres of water per minute, so it runs 
out of water quickly. In such a sce-
nario another truck would need to 
VHQW�WR�KHOS�SXW�RXW�WKH�¿UH��

The authority has modern vehi-
cles and no one on our team would 
XVH�D�¿UHWUXFN�LI�LW�ZDV�QRW�IXOO\�RS-
erational.

Why did the losses reach 9 mil-
OLRQ"
Al-Sherahi: Some time had 
elapsed before the authority was 
called, and proper safety measures 
were not being followed inside the 
VWRUH�>GXULQJ�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�¿UH@�

,V�WKDW�D�PLVWDNH�RQ�\RXU�SDUW"�
5HSRUWLQJ�WKH�¿UH�ODWH"
Hamzah: 7KH� ¿UH� EURNH� RXW� ODWH�
at night while I was sleeping, but 
the neighbors heard noises coming 
IURP�WKH�VWRUH�DQG�WKHQ�VDZ�WKH�¿UH�
and smoke, they then immediately 
called the authority and as soon 
as I arrived at the scene I saw the 
DXWKRULW\
V�¿UHWUXFN�DQG�D�FDU�IURP�
the Al-Karam police station. 

What role do you play when 
WKHVH�DFFLGHQWV�RFFXU"
Abdulkarim Al-Bukhaiti: In 
PRVW� FRXQWULHV� \RX�ZLOO� QRW� ¿QG� D�
street, neighborhood, building or 
KRXVH� WKDW� GRHVQ¶W� KDYH� D� ¿UH� K\-
drant or extinguisher of some sort, 
but that’s not the case in Sana'a—
therefore, when 
WKH� ¿UH� WUXFN� DU-
rives, its tank can 
empty out within 
two or three min-
utes, at which 
point we will have 
to get another 
truck or use a wa-
ter tanker due to 
the absence of 
nearby water hy-
drants.

Brigadier Ali 
Ahmed Rase’, 
the head of the 

authority, said in an article in 
Al-Hars [The Guard] newspa-
per that such [such a lack of in-
frastructure] indicates a lack 
of concern for society as it is 
the authority's responsibility 
WR�SXW�RXW�¿UHV��UHVFXH�YLFWLPV�
DQG� SURYLGH� ¿UVW� DLG�� +H� EH-
OLHYHV�WKDW�LQ�H̆HFW�WKHUH�LV�QR�
reliable emergency response 
unit in Yemen. What are your 
WKRXJKWV�RQ�WKDW"
Al-Bukhaiti: He means that the 
authority has been neglected for a 
very long time, we admit that, we 
try to do our job with the means  
we have available, but we also rec-
ognize that the authority’s tasks 
involves more than just putting out 
¿UHV�� ZKLFK� LV� WKH� RQO\� HPHUJHQF\�
we’re currently capable of dealing 
with. 

Was there an investigative 
committee sent to the scene af-

WHU�WKH�IDFW"
Hamzah: A committee from Al-
Karama police station came and 
took our statements, and then the 
investigation was handed to the 
crime lab and the Ma'een district 
authorities. After that we sent a 
letter to the capital secretariat de-
manding compensation after it was 
FODUL¿HG� WKDW� DQ� HOHFWULFDO� SUREOHP�
VWDUWHG�WKH�¿UH�

Does the capital secretariat 
compensate people when such 
DFFLGHQWV�RFFXU"
Abdulkarim Al-Bukhaiti: Citi-
zens have a legal right to demand 
compensation for cases in which 
any party fails to perform its du-
ties, but I have yet to see anyone get 
compensated in such cases.

Fires in Sana'a are mostly caused 
by gas or electricity problems. 
People sometimes use bad electri-
cal equipment because it is cheap. 

We advise our fellow 
citizens to use safer  
equipment, even if it’s 
more  expensive.

Where are the au-
thority's stations 
ORFDWHG�LQ�6DQD
D"
Al-Sherahi: Sana'a 
is now bigger than it 
used to be, it needs at 
least 40 or 50 stations, 
but right now there 
DUH�RQO\�¿YH��%ULJDGLHU�
Ali Ahmed Rase’ has 
begun plans for the 
authority’s expansion, 

and God willing every district will 
have a branch by the end of 2015.

The authority has no stato-
LQV� LQ�ROG�6DQD
D��DQG� LI�D�¿UH�
were to break out they would 
KDYH�GL̇FXOW\�H[WLQJXLVKLQJ�LW�
because of the narrowness of 
the streets. How would you ad-
GUHVV�VXFK�D�SUREOHP"
Al-Bukhaiti: Old Sana'a is a his-
torical site and we have given it 
our utmost attention. We had cre-
ated a plan that would have been 
implemented  by now were it not 
for recent events. We were going to 
construct a special water network 
LQ� SODFH� IRU� XVH� GXULQJ� ¿UHV�� EXW�
for the time being, we’ve stationed 
D�VPDOO�¿UH�WUXFN�LQ�D�SROLFH�VWDWLRQ�
located near the old city. 
Recently we began requiring that 
store owners, especially in old 
6DQD
D�� SXUFKDVH� ¿UH� H[WLQJXLVK-
ers, but unfortunately this has not 
been met with a positive response. 
Some store owners say its to expen-
VLYH��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�SULFH�RI�D�¿UH�
extinguisher is about YR 10,000 
������� >6WRUHV� WKDW� GRQ¶W� FDUU\� ¿UH�
extinguishers are forced to pay a 
<5������������¿QH�@

Brigadier Rase' said in his arti-
FOH�WKDW�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ����
years a budget was allocated 
for development of the author-
ity. What steps have you taken 
VR�IDU"
Al-Sherahi: When brigadier Rase' 
was appointed he demanded an in-
dependent budget from the Minis-

try of Interior, and an operational 
budget was granted to the author-
ity. It helped in the construction 
of our headquarters and has been 
used for maintaining and renovat-
ing our trucks. 

What are the government bod-
LHV�\RX�GHDO�ZLWK"
Al-Bukhaiti: We deal with the 
H[HFXWLYH�ṘFH� LQ�6DQD
D��ZKLFK� LV�
headed by its general secretary, and 
ZH�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�ṘFH�RI�WKH�0LQLV-
try of Public Works in cases of dam-
aged infrastructure or torrential 
rains.

Do you cooperate with civil 
society organizations to raise 
awareness about the impor-
tance of the Civil Defense Au-
WKRULW\"
Al-Sherahi: International day 
for civil defense is on March 1, and 
we’ve prepared a comprehensive 
plan for civil society organizations 
to tke part. There will be awareness-
raising campaigns and seminars re-
garding safety and security.

How could the authority prove 
that if it is given proper sup-
port and resources it will be a 
EHQH¿W�WR�WKH�SHRSOH"
Al-Sherahi: We have prepared 
D� EXGJHW� IRU� WUDLQLQJ� DQG� TXDOL¿-
cation procedures, opening new 
branches, buying new trucks and 
ambulances and we hope that the 
government will approve this bud-
get for the sake of the people and 
society.

Yemeni Airways held a congratu-
latory ceremony Wednesday Dec. 
12, 2014 for its travel agents based 
in Sana’a governorate. The cer-
emony was inaugurated under 
the auspices of Minister of Trans-
port Badr Mohammad Mubarak 
Basalma and Chairman of the 
Yemenia Airways Board of Direc-
tors Captain Ahmad Mas’ud Al-
Alwani.

Captain Al-Alwani welcomed 
the attendees during the ceremo-
Q\�DQG�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�WKH�DLUZD\V�
KDG�DGRSWHG�D�¿YH�\HDU�SODQ�WKDW�
would last from 2015 to 2020, 
during which the company would 
expand its
ÀHHW�RI�DLUFUDIW�
He added that the airline is do-

LQJ�ZHOO�DQG�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�D̆HFWHG�
by events that have taken place 
since 2011.

He congratulated all the travel 

agents for their well-deserved 
honor, encouraging them to con-
WLQXH� WR� H[HUW� PRUH� H̆RUWV� WR-
wards achievingsuccess.
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An interview with members of the Yemen Civil Defense Authority

Yemen’s emergency response services:

$�FDXVH�IRU�DODUP"
The Civil Defense Authority, established by republi-
FDQ�GHFUHH�LQ�������LV�WDVNHG�ZLWK�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�QDW-
XUDO�RU�PDQ�PDGH�GLVDVWHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�¿UHV��<HPHQ�
Times Radio interviewed two representatives of the 
authority, along with Mohammad Hamzah, a store 
RZQHU�LQ�6DQD
D�ZKRVH�VWRUH�UHFHQWO\�FDXJKW�RQ�¿UH��
Representatives Khalid Al-Sherahi, the director of 
public relations and Abdulkarim Al-Bukhaiti, the di-
rector of the authority, respond to Hamzah's com-
SODLQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�DXWKRULW\
V�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�¿UH�
and answer other questions regarding the author-
LW\
V�SODQV�IRU�������

 

Yemen Times radio staff sits down with Abdul Karim Al-Bukhaiti and Khalid Al-Sherahi from Yemen’s Civil Defense Authority, and Mohammad 
+DP]HK��ZKRVH�VWRUH�EXUQHG�GRZQ�LQ�DQ�HOHFWULFDO�¿UH�LQ�$SULO������

Yemenia Airways holds honorary ceremony for 
its travel agents

  AdvertoriAl
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,Q� VSLWH� RI� GLIÀFXOW� OLYLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV� DQG� WKH� GDLO\� WKUHDW� RI� YLROHQFH��
VWXGHQWV�FRQWLQXH�WR�DWWHQG�FODVVHV�HYHU\�ZHHN��

0RKDPPDG� $OL� ODPHQWV� WKH� GHDUWK� RI�
WHDFKHUV�DW�KLV� VFKRRO��ZKHUH� WKHUH�DUH�
RQO\� �� WHDFKHUV� IRU� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ����
VWXGHQWV�

&DXJKW�LQ�WKH�FURVVÀUH��WKLV�FKLOG·V�IDWKHU�
GLHG�ZKLOH� SLFNLQJ� TDW� IURP�KLV� IDUP� LQ�
+DUULD�YLOODJH�

:KLOH� WKLV� SKRWR� LV� IURP� 0DULE� FLW\�� WKH�
VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�VFKRROLQJ�LV�QRW�PXFK�GLIIHUHQW�
WKDQ�5DGD·D��+DYLQJ�IDFHG�LWV�RZQ�QXPEHU�
RI�FRQÁLFWV�� WKHUH� LV�DQ�HPSKDVLV�RQ� WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�KDYLQJ�DUPV��<RXQJ�DQG�ROG�
DOLNH� FDQ� EH� VHHQ� ZLWK� JXQV� VOXQJ� RYHU�
WKHLU�VKRXOGHUV��

:LWK� KHDYLO\� FRQÁLFWV� LQ� WKH� DUHD�� NHHSLQJ�
FKLOGUHQ�VDIH�KDV�WDNHQ�D�SULRULW\�RYHU�HGXFDWLRQ��

0DQ\�FKLOGUHQ�GLVSODFHG�IURP�WKH�.KXE]D�
DUHD� FRXOG� QRW� VWDUW� VFKRRO� LQ� WKH� IDOO��
3LFWXUHG�� 6WXGHQWV� DQG� QRQ�VWXGHQWV� LQ�
*KRXO�$O�$]UDT�YLOODJH��

7KLV�FKLOG�WROG�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�WKDW�KLV�
IDWKHU� VDLG� UHDO� PHQ� EHDU� ZHDSRQV� WR�
SURWHFW�WKHLU�IDPLO\���

7KLV�FKLOG��QRW�TXLWH����\HDUV�ROG��OLYHV�
ZLWK�WKH�ROGHU�ÀJKWHUV�ZKR�DUH�VWDWLRQHG�
LQ�0DULE��+H�WROG�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�WKDW�
KH�LV�QRW� LQ�VFKRRO�EHFDXVH�´SURWHFWLQJ�
WKH�KRPHODQG�FRPHV�ÀUVW�µ 7ULEHVPHQ�LQ�0DULE�FLW\��SUHSDULQJ�WR�ÀJKW�

+RXWKLV�ZKR�KDYH�UHFHQWO\�H[SDQGHG�LQWR�
WKH�DUHD��

Amal Al-Yarisi

&KLOGUHQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�FRQÁLFW�]RQHV�DUH�RIWHQ�GHSULYHG�RI�WKHLU�PRVW�EDVLF�HGXFDWLRQDO�QHHGV��2PDU�
$EGXOD]L]�(OHPHQWDU\�6FKRRO�LV�LQ�WKH�+DUULD�9LOODJH�RI�:HOG�5DEL·�GLVWULFW��DQ�DUHD�LQ�5DGD·D�WKDW�KDV�
EHHQ�UDYDJHG�E\�FRQÁLFW�EHWZHHQ�+RXWKL�PLOLWDQWV�DQG�,VODK�DIÀOLDWHG�WULEHV��2YHUFURZGHG�DQG�XQGHU�
UHVRXUFHG��LW�VWUXJJOHV�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�D�JURZLQJ�QXPEHU�RI�GLVSODFHG�FKLOGUHQ��

Children of Rada’a

7KHUH� DUH� QR� KLJK� VFKRROV� QHDU� +DUULD�
DQG��XQDEOH�WR�WUDYHO�WR�WKH�FLWLHV��PRVW�
VWXGHQW�KDYH�OLWWOH�FKRLFH�EXW�WR�HQG�WKHLU�
HGXFDWLRQ�DW�JUDGH�QLQH��
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REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & IRRIGATION
WATER SECTOR SUPPORT PROJECT (WSSP)

NATIONAL IRRIGATION PROGRAM (NIP)
(IDA GRANT: H-449 RY)

Consultancy Services for Establishment of Management Information System 
(MIS) Linking with GIS at NIP and GARWSP 

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
This request for expressions of interest follows the general procurement notice for this project that 
appeared in Development Business No. (758) dated September 16, 2009 and updated on September 16, 
2010

1. Background
The Government of Republic of Yemen has received a grant from the International Development 
Association (IDA) towards the cost of implementation of the National Irrigation Program (NIP) under 
Water Sector Support Project (WSSP), and intends to apply part of the funds available under component 
(5) of WSSP to cover eligible payments under the contract for the Consultancy Services for Establishment 
of Management Information System (MIS) Liking with GIS at NIP and GARWSP. 
Objective of the Consultancy Services: Analysis and design Management Information System (MIS) in 
combination with Geographical Information System (GIS) by using the latest programming languages 
preferably open Source with open ERPs which are free of charge and proposed number of options to be 
VHOHFWHG�E\�WKH�FOLHQW��7KH�QHZ�0,6�V\VWHP�VKDOO�EH�PRUH�ÁH[LEOH�WR�DGG�DQ\�DGGLWLRQDO�6RXUFHV�RI�)XQG�
�PXOWL�ÀQDQFH��LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��

2.Scope of Services
Broadly, the MIS/GIS can be designated as a water management information and monitoring system 
and projects activities agreed in action plan. The makeup of  the MIS to be developed and tested for the 
:663��1,3�0DQDJHPHQW�DQG��)LHOG�8QLWV�DQG�*$5:63�+HDG�TXDUWHU�DQG�EUDQFKHV�DW�HDFK�*RYHUQRUDWH��
*URXQGZDWHU�XQLW��6XUIDFH�ZDWHU�XQLW��,UULJDWLRQ�DGYLVRU\�VHUYLFHV�,$6���$JULFXOWXUH�$GYLVRU�6HUYLFHV�
and Water monitoring units of NIP and for GARWSP Rehabilitated water supply and Completion 
water supply  schemes as well as new water supply and sanitation schemes…..  etc GARWSP (outputs, 
DFWLYLWLHV��LQSXWV���3URMHFWV��DQG�VXESURMHFWV��:DWHU�8VHU��$VVRFLDWLRQV�*URXSV��HQYLURQPHQWDO�DQG�6RFLDO�
,PSDFWV��,QGLFWRUV�IRU�0	(�V\VWHP��ÀQDQFLDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�E\�HDFK�3URMHFWV�DQG�FRPSRQHQW��3URFXUHPHQWV�
�� WUDLQLQJ�ZRUNVKRSV�� DZDUHQHVV� FDPSDLJQV�� ÀHOG� YLVLWV� DQG�ÀHOG� GD\V� �VWDII�� FRPPXQLW\� E\� JHQGHU���
/LQNLQJ�0,6�ZLWK�*,6��3ULYLOHJHV�DQG�XVHU�PDQDJHPHQW��$UFKLYHV��GRFXPHQWV��SLFWXUHV��«�HWF����EDVHG�
RQ�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�V\VWHP�IRU�1,3��WKH�&RQVXOWDQW�ÀUP�ZLOO�GHVLJQ�D�QHZ�0,6�V\VWHP�DQG�XVLQJ�WKH�ODWHVW�
programming languages for open Source like open ERPs which are free of charge and proposed number 
of options to be selected by the client.  
That will include a user-friendly interface, which will allow users to link up with the relevant component of 
the system namely hydro-meteorological data, agronomy data, well monitoring data, data on groundwater 
and spate schemes and water harvesting structures, water supply schemes (rehabilitate , completion and 
QHZ�FDWHJRULHV���0	(�,QGLFDWRUV��(6�GDWD�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ��HWF�
7KH�FRQVXOWDQF\�KDV�WZR�SKDVHV��ÀUVW�SKDVH�LQFOXGHV�$QDO\VLV�RI�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�V\VWHP�DQG�SUHSDUH�SURSRVDO�
for a new system. Second Phase includes MIS/GIS programming (designing and programming). 

First Phase:  includes Analysis of the existing system and proposal a new system with period and 
action plan for the following:  

a) Analysis the existing MIS system.
b) Analysis the current situation of work frame in light of Project Implementation Manual (PIM) of both 

NIP and GARWSP subsectors.
c) Work with NIP and GARWSP Specialists in all level of responsibilities to 

D��3UHSDUH�ZRUN�ÁRZ�OHDG�WR�SURSHU�UHSRUWV�
b. Propose the future development.

G��3UHSDUH�GLDJUDP�IRU�GDWD�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZRUNLQJ�ÁRZ�
H��3UHSDUH�RSWLRQV�IRU�VHOHFWLQJ�WKH�GDWDEDVH�DQG�3URJUDPPLQJ�ODQJXDJHV�LQFOXGLQJ�2SHQ�VRXUFH���IUHH�

FKDUJH��ZHE�WHFKQLTXHV«HWF��
I��3UHSDUH�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�IRU�V\VWHP�FRQWDLQV���WDEOHV��UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WDEOHV��NH\V���GLDJUDPV�DQG�

LQWHUIDFH�DQG�UHSRUWV«�HWF���
g) Prepare proposal and action plan for developing the new MIS/GIS system. includes the latest technologic  

like open Source such as Open ERPs which are free of charge and proposed number of options to be 
VHOHFWHG�E\�WKH�FOLHQW�ÀW�WR�WKH�1,3��DQG�*$5:63�UHTXLUHPHQWV�

K��7KH�FRQVXOWLQJ�ÀUP�ZLOO�FRPSOHWH�WKH�DERYH�DQDO\VLV�WDVNV�SUREDEO\�OHVV�WKDQ���GD\V�IURP�VLJQLQJ�WKH�
contract.

Second Phase includes MIS/GIS programming (designing and programming). 
��'HVLJQLQJ�IRU�WKH�0,6�V\VWHP�WR�DOORZ�WKH�XVHUV�WR�DFFHVV�DQG�HGLW�GDWD�LQ�HDV\�ZD\��VHDUFK�IRUP�DQG�
edit form) 
��3URSRVH�*,6�PDS�WR�EH�OLQN�ZLWK�0,6�DQG�VXEPLWWHG�WR�WKH�FOLHQW�IRU�UHYLHZ�DQG�DSSURYDO�
��&RPSLOH�H[LVWLQJ�GDWD�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�WHVWLQJ�WKH�0,6�V\VWHP
��*HQHUDWH�UHSRUWV�PXVW�EH�ÁH[LEOH�DQG�DOORZ�XVHUV�WR�H[SRUW�UHSRUWV�WR�PXOWLSOH�IRUPDWV�VXFK�DV�([FHO��
3')�«HWF��
��3UHSDUH�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�IRU�HYHU\�SURFHVV�LQ�WKH�V\VWHP
��3UHSDUH�XVHU�JXLGHV��
��7UDLQLQJ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�0,6�WR�1,3��DQG�*$5:63�VWDII�RQ�GHYHORSPHQW�WKH�0,6�V\VWHP�GXULQJ�
implementation assessment.
��7KH�FRQVXOWLQJ�ÀUP�ZLOO�FRPSOHWH�2SHUDWLRQ�DQG�0DLQWHQDQFH�IRU�0,6�V\VWHP�IRU����PRQWKV�
��'XUDWLRQV�	�&RQGLWLRQV��
��7KH�FRQVXOWLQJ�ÀUP�ZLOO�FRPSOHWH�SKDVH���RI�$QDO\VLV�RI�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�V\VWHP�DQG�SURSRVDO�D�QHZ�V\VWHP�
DQG�DFWLRQ�SODQ�SUREDEO\�OHVV�WKDQ����GD\V�IURP�VLJQLQJ�WKH�FRQWUDFW�
��7KH�FRQVXOWLQJ�ÀUP�ZLOO�FRPSOHWH�SKDVH���DQG���RI�DVVLJQPHQW�DQG�GHOLYHU�WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�VHUYLFHV�
LV�HVWLPDWHG�DV�D�PD[LPXP�RI�ÀYH�PRQWKV��
��7KH�FRQVXOWLQJ�ÀUP�ZLOO�SURYLGH�WKH�FOLHQW�ZLWK�2SHUDWLRQ�DQG�0DLQWHQDQFH�IRU�0,6�*,6�V\VWHP�IRU����
months for the two subsectors.

&RQVXOWDQF\�ÀUP�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�PHHW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
��$W�OHDVW�)LYH�\HDUV�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�0,6�*,6�ZLWK�QXPEHU�RI�'HYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV�
��3URYLGH�D�/LVW�RI�TXDOLÀHG�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�SURIHVVLRQDO�H[SHUWV�QHHGHG�IRU�WKLV�DVVLJQPHQW�ZLWK�GXUDWLRQ�
for each.
��7KH�FRQVXOWDQW�VKDOO�PDNH�DUUDQJHPHQWV� WR�HQVXUH�D�SDUWLFLSDWRU\�FRQVXOWDWLYH�DSSURDFK�ZLWK�D�KLJK�
degree of local staff involvement, participation and providing on-the-job training to NIP and GARWSP 
staff. 

7KH�1DWLRQDO�,UULJDWLRQ�3URJUDP��1,3��QRZ�LQYLWHV�HOLJLEOH�FRQVXOWLQJ�ÀUPV�WR�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�LQWHUHVW�LQ�
providing the services for the above mentioned study. 
,QWHUHVWHG�&RQVXOWDQWV�VKRXOG�SURYLGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�WKH�UHTXLUHG�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�
and relevant experience to perform the services (brochures, description of similar assignments, experience 
in similar projects, availability of appropriate skills among staff, etc) .The short listing criteria are: 
6SHFLÀF�([SHULHQFH�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�DVVLJQPHQW��SUHYLRXV�VLPLODU�DVVLJQPHQWV�LQ�VLPLODU�DUHDV�	�FRQGLWLRQV�
and skills among staff
&RQVXOWDQWV�PD\�DVVRFLDWH�ZLWK�RWKHU�ÀUPV�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�MRLQW�YHQWXUH�RU�D�VXE�FRQVXOWDQF\�WR�HQKDQFH�
WKHLU�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV
&RQVXOWLQJ�ÀUPV�ZLOO�EH�VHOHFWHG�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�SURFHGXUHV�VHW�RXW�LQ�WKH�:RUOG�%DQN¿V�*XLGHOLQHV�
for Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank dated January 2011.
Applications received after the closing date will not be considered. Only short listed candidates will be 
invited
$SSOLFDWLRQV��IRU�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�LQWHUHVW�PXVW�EH�GHOLYHUHG�XQGHU�RIÀFLDO�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�DGGUHVV�EHORZ�E\�-DQ��
5, 2015 at 12 0:0 Noon.

Director of National Irrigation Program (NIP)
Irrigation & Land Reclamation Sector – MAI
Al-Mithak Street, Near Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation
Sana’a –Republic of Yemen
Tel : 967(1)228594
Fax: 967(1)228626   
E-mail: wssp-nip@yemen.net.ye   or    www-nip@hotmail.com

Over-crowdedness is one of the biggest problems facing 
students and teachers. The school is currently coping 
with over 500 male and female students. 

Behind this child lays the wreckage of his house in Dar Al-
Najd village in Qaifat Rada’a. The house was destroyed by 
Houthis a month and a half ago.  “My father disappeared a 
while ago. He was not around when the Houthis destroyed 
our house. We lost everything, now we are living with 
some relatives.” His father was accused of belonging to 
Al-Qaeda. 

$�FKLOG�GLVSODFHG�IURP�.KXE]D�YLOODJH�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�ÀJKWLQJ�
EHWZHHQ�+RXWKL�DQG�,VODK�DIÀOLDWHG�PLOLWDQWV� 

It has been four years since the school year began, 
but children at Omar Abdulaziz Elementary School are 
yet to receive their textbooks. Teachers have resorted 
to damaged and outdated books found in the school’s 
storage.

Children of Rada’a
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Sunday marked the 
47th anniversary of 
independence from 
the United Kingdom 
for what eventually 

became known as the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen, 
or more simply, South Yemen. 
From 1967 to 1990, South Ye-
men existed as an independent 
state, with the strategic port of 
Aden serving as its capital. To the 
northwest was the Yemen Arab 
Republic, or North Yemen, with 
its capital in Sanaa.

While both countries remained 
on relatively friendly terms, there 
were occasional border clashes 
that sometimes kept tensions 
high. However, in 1990, North 
and South Yemen put aside their 
GL̆HUHQFHV� DQG� XQLWHG� WR� FUHDWH�
the modern day Republic of Ye-
men, with its capital in Sanaa. 
As part of the new unity govern-
ment, it was agreed that North 
Yemen’s president, Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, would become president 
of the new republic, and South 
Yemen’s president, Ali Salim al-
Beidh, would become vice presi-
dent.

But the honeymoon didn’t last. 
Nationwide food shortages and 
claims of marginalization by the 
north - both economic and politi-
cal - resulted in Beidh’s 1992 re-
turn to Aden in protest, followed 
by a short, bloody civil war for 
southern independence in 1994. 
7KH� QRUWK� ZRQ�� 6DOHK� VROLGL¿HG�
KLV� FRQWURO�� %HLGK� ÀHG� WR� 2PDQ�
and the south continued to be 

marginalized.

Arab Spring swept through
Fast-forward to the Arab Spring 
that swept through Yemen like 
it did much of the Middle East 
in 2011. With Saleh’s downfall, 
there was a cautious yet optimis-
tic belief that Yemen’s new presi-
dent, Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi, 
could move the country forward. 
So far, those dreams have yet 
to be realized, as not much has 
changed for the better in Yemen. 
The same problems of rampant 
corruption, poor governance, 
poverty, regional rivalries and re-
OLJLRXV�GL̆HUHQFHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�
around for as long as anyone can 
remember still plague the coun-
try, both in the north and in the 
south.

Following a decade of on again 
R̆� DJDLQ� ¿JKWLQJ��+RXWKL� UHEHOV�
from the north took advantage 
of nationwide discontent with 
the government in Sanaa, and 
swarmed into the capital just two 
months ago, forcing the resigna-
tion of Yemen’s prime minister 
and taking control of much of the 
security apparatus in and around 
the capital.

In many respects, the Houthis 
have been calling the shots there 
ever since, sparking fears in 
southern Yemen that they may 
very well have their sights set 
RQ� H[WHQGLQJ� WKHLU� LQÀXHQFH� WR�
the south. Which brings us back 
to Sunday’s 47th anniversary of 
South Yemen’s independence.

Things seem to be heating 
up again in the south, too, with 
renewed demands for total in-
dependence or at least greater 
regional autonomy, led by the 

Southern Separatist Movement 
or al-Hirak, gaining momentum 
by the day. What has up until 
now been characterised as most-
ly peaceful demonstrations could 
quickly erupt into rioting or even 
another civil war.

Sunday’s demonstrations by 
southern separatists in Aden’s 
Al-Arood Square, timed to coin-
cide with the 1967 Independence 
Day activities, drew a crowd that 
by some estimates numbered in 
the tens of thousands. Waving 
WKH� QRZ� DOO� WRR� IDPLOLDU� ÀDJ� RI�
what was South Yemen prior to 
XQL¿FDWLRQ� LQ� ������ GHPRQVWUD-
tors clearly rejected Sanaa’s ef-
forts to maintain control over 
them, with banners in the square 
declaring they would not leave 
before achieving independence. 
In response, government troops 
¿UHG� WHDU� JDV� DQG� OLYH� DPPXQL-
tion into the crowds, allegedly 
killing one demonstrator and 
wounding four others.

Biggest challenge
Based on media reports, which 
seem to have taken a keen inter-
est in the demonstrations, you 
would think secession is a done 
deal, and that any morning now 
the headlines will announce “In-
dependence for South Yemen!” 
But is that really in southern Ye-
men’s best interests?

Perhaps the biggest challenge 
facing southern secession at 
this point is the lack of a unify-
ing movement or strong, central 
leader, as is the case with the 
Houthis. Al-Hirak is really made 
up of three camps, each with its 
own agenda: those calling for to-
tal and immediate independence 

from Sanaa; those favouring a 
federalist system that gives each 
region of the country greater 
autonomy; and those who want 
to give Hadi’s new technocratic 
government, which includes rep-
resentation from al-Hirak, more 
time to resolve lingering issues. 
Right now, there’s no telling 
which has the louder voice.

And don’t forget, the govern-
ment in Sanaa has a say in all of 
this, too. While far from certain 
at this point to succeed, Hadi’s 
new technocratic government is 
designed to play his rivals against 
each other in order to accomplish 
two things: prevent any single 
power centre from emerging as 
a dominant military or political 
force, while at the same time en-
suring they maintain a stake in 
preserving some degree of cen-
tral authority.

If that sounds familiar, it 
should. It was the same strategy 
used by the former regime under 
6DOHK�� 7KH� GL̆HUHQFH� WKLV� WLPH�
is that Hadi is willing to discuss 
splitting Yemen into six autono-
mous regions - four in the north 
and two in the south. Not perfect 
by any means, but it may still be 
Yemen’s best chance to avoid an-
other civil war - at least for now - 
which southern secession is sure 
to cause.
2QH�¿QDO�SRLQW�WR�FRQVLGHU�IRU�

those demanding independence 
is that by their very nature, seces-
sion movements generally don’t 
fare well in the long run. If fact, 
the odds are against them. This is 
particularly true in countries as 
resource poor and fragmented as 
South Yemen would be. Granted, 
Yemen itself isn’t exactly rich 

in natural resources, and what 
oil and gas reserves it has are in 
decline. But those reserves are 
VẊFLHQW� WR�PHHW�ERWK�GRPHVWLF�
consumption and export needs.

Consider also, that the Inter-
national Monetary Fund esti-
mates hydrocarbons account for 
60 percent of the government’s 
overall revenues, and more than 
90 percent of its export revenues. 
:LWK� VLJQL¿FDQW� RLO� UHVHUYHV� LQ�
the southern governorate of 
Hadhramaut, it’s unlikely Sanaa 
will allow any secession move-
ment there to jeopardize those 
revenues.

Without a doubt, southern Ye-
men has legitimate grievances 
against the north in terms of 
both political and economic mar-
ginalization that have festered 
VLQFH� WKHLU� XQL¿FDWLRQ� LQ� ������
Emotions are high, but so are 
the stakes. At this point, two op-
WLRQV�DUH�RQ�WKH�WDEOH��7KH�¿UVW�LV�
outright secession, which could 
very well lead to another civil war 
that the south risks losing again. 
The second is to give Hadi’s new 
technocratic government and 
proposal for six autonomous re-
gions a chance to succeed. Let’s 
hope the second option wins out. 
The consequences otherwise are 
too great.

Martin Reardon is a Senior 
Vice President with The Soufan 
Group, a New York-based stra-
tegic security and intelligence 
consultancy, and Senior Direc-
tor of Qatar International Acad-
emy for Security Studies. He is a 
21-year veteran of the FBI, and 
specialised in counterterrorism 
operations.

William G Moseley
aljazeera.com
First published Dec. 22 

If you’re receiving year-end 
fundraising appeals from 
international charities or 
universities, chances are 
that social entrepreneur-

ship is featured among these. 
This model - featuring young, 
creative minds solving social ills 
- is all the rage in international 
development circles as well as in 
western higher education.

While entrepreneurs have long 
been celebrated in free market 
economies, the entrepreneurial 
approach is inherently limited 
in its ability to bring about social 
change because it is blind to the 
structural barriers faced by the 
poorest of the poor. 

private sector agency
Backed by a new generation 
of foundation leaders like Bill 
Gates, Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Muhammad Yunus, and Bill Clin-
ton, a new model of social enter-
prise is being pushed that will, it 
is argued, revolutionize the busi-
ness of social change and higher 
education.

By bringing the principles of 
private enterprise to govern-
PHQW��1*2V�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ��SUR-
SRQHQWV� DUJXH� WKDW� WKHVH� H̆RUWV�
will be transformed by a renewed 
emphasis on innovation, mea-
surement, and accountability.

Unlike governments or tra-
GLWLRQDO� 1*2V� WKDW� UDLVH� IXQGV�
from taxpayers or donors, social 
enterprises are essentially self-
supporting business with a so-
cial agenda. As businesses, these 
entities need to charge a fee for 

the services or goods they are of-
fering, but what they provide is 
framed as critical for social ad-
vancement.

A classic example of a social 
enterprise is Yunus’ Grameen 
Bank. The basic idea was that 
millions of Bangladeshi women 
had been locked out of tradition-
al credit markets which impeded 
their income generating capaci-
WLHV�� %\� R̆HULQJ� ZRPHQ� VPDOO�
loans, and using social pressure 
to make sure these loans were re-
paid, the Grameen Bank and sim-
ilar micro-credit schemes around 
the world, have demonstrated 
(with stunningly high repayment 
rates) that poor women are wor-
thy credit risks.

Social entrepreneurs have now 
branched out into other areas, of-
fering banking services for rural 
inhabitants (such as M-Pesa in 
Kenya) or improved seeds, fertil-
izers and credit for small farmers 
�VXFK� DV� WKH� 2QH� $FUH� )XQG� LQ�
East Africa). 

What these initiatives hold 
in common are the belief that, 
¿UVWO\��SURJUHVV�DQG�WKH�ZD\�IRU-
ward for the poor necessitates 
deeper involvement in the mar-
ket economy; secondly, private 
sector actors are better than the 
public sector at innovating to de-
liver needed goods and services; 
DQG� ¿QDOO\�� WHFKQRORJ\� �IURP�
cell phones to hybrid seeds) has 
the power to improve the human 
condition.

Forgetting the truly poor
What social entrepreneurs ex-
cel at is extending the reach of 
the market to smaller players. 
There are, however, limits to this 
philosophy. A key constraint is 

that the approach largely works 
within pre-existing social and 
economic conditions.

The market works for those 
who are willing and able to en-
gage with new technologies, take 
on risk, and challenge other ac-
tors in the market place. This set 
of capabilities is rare among the 
poorest of the poor.

The truly poor often lack the 
education and skills needed to 
fully capitalize on new technol-
ogy or the margin of wealth nec-
HVVDU\� WR� WDNH�RQ�¿QDQFLDO� ULVNV��
Ironically, social entrepreneurs 
may inadvertently further mar-
ginalize the poor by fetishizing 
certain technologies or encour-
aging individuals to take on too 
much credit risk.

Many of the poorest of the 
SRRU�¿QG�LW�HDVLHU�WR�RSHUDWH�RXW-
side of the market by, in the case 
of small farmers, trading seeds 
with neighbours, engaging in 
non-cash exchange, or relying on 
certain forms of common prop-
HUW\�DV�D�VDIHW\�QHW��2XWVLGH�DOOLHV�
would be wise to build on these 
local strategies rather than un-
dermine them through market-
based initiatives.

The poorest of the poor also 
need help from good old-fash-
ioned government to provide 
education and to ensure that the 
basic rights of minorities and 
women are protected. 

When government is not re-
sponsive to the needs of the poor-
est of the poor, then grass-roots 
organizing to pressure authori-
WLHV� PD\� EH� WKH� PRVW� H̆HFWLYH�
approach for social change and 
advancement because it focuses 
on structural barriers - barriers 
to which social enterprise is often 

blind.
As is the case for international 

development, the fetishization of 
social entrepreneurship has now 
swept into higher education with 
a vengeance. Universities, not to 
mention business publications 
such as Forbes Magazine, now 
regularly celebrate social entre-
preneurs.

By stroking student imagi-
nations, and the generosity of 
donors, university promotional 
materials and websites increas-
ingly paint pictures of bright 
young alumni using their ingenu-
ity and grit to create social enter-
SULVHV�WKDW�¿JKW�SRYHUW\�ZLWK�QHZ�
approaches and technologies. 

This business-minded philan-
thropic approach to social en-
trepreneurship is a particularly 
American phenomenon which 
overshadows older European tra-
ditions that emphasised commu-
nity organising and democratic 
control of capital. The heroes of 
the latter are not Bill Gates and 
the like, but Paulo Freire, Robert 
2ZHQ�� 3LHUUH�-RVHSK� 3URXGKRQ��
and Karl Marx.

What these older versions of 
social enterprise emphasize are 
solidarity building, conscious-
ness raising, and community 
action that are decidedly non-
market based. These strategies 
DOVR�� LQWHUHVWLQJO\�� ¿W� ZHOO� ZLWK�
the contemporary needs of the 
poorest of the poor in the global 
south.

Structural barriers
While an interest in poverty alle-
viation is a good thing, and ought 
to be cultivated among today’s 
university students, they also 
need to understand the limita-

tions of the contemporary Ameri-
can formulation of social entre-
preneurship as a model for social 
change. 

The main limitation is not what 
is shown - bright, talented young 
people devoting their energies to 
resolve poverty - but what is hid-
den. What this model does not 
expose are the social structures 
WKDW� VKDSH�� LQÀXHQFH� DQG� FRQ-
strain individual behaviour; driv-
ers of poverty that no amount of 
technology and free enterprise 
will allay. 

Sadly for the philanthro-capi-
talists behind the new social en-
terprise movement, business acu-
men is unlikely to resolve some of 
the major drivers of entrenched 
poverty. For this, the poor need 
allies who are willing to spend 
extended periods of time in out-
of-the-way places, learning local 
languages and developing an ap-
preciation for indigenous inge-
nuity. Critical pedagogical, social 
organizing and facilitation skills 
are also paramount for being able 
allies in the struggles to address 
injustice.

So the next time you receive a 
funding solicitation, I urge you 
to explore which brand of social 
enterprise they are peddling - 
EHFDXVH� WKH� GL̆HUHQFH� PDWWHUV��
Students would also be wise to 
think critically about how they 
are being introduced to social 
entrepreneurship - and to realize 
that social change is harder than 
starting a new business.

William G Moseley is a professor 
and chair of geography at Ma-
calester College in Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, US. 

South Yemen and the question of secession
Resource-poor and fragmented secessionist movements, by their very nature, fail in the long run.

The limits of new social entrepreneurship
6RFLDO�HQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS�UHPDLQV�EOLQG�WR�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�GL̇FXOWLHV�WKDW�WKH�SRRUHVW�RI�WKH�SRRU�IDFH�

unhappy 
marriage

F ollowing their takeover, the 
country was forced into a mar-
riage it didn’t ask for. But once 
WKH� PDUULDJH� ZDV� ¿QDO�� HYHQ�
the most cynical of us thought: 

maybe there’s still room for a happy ending? 
After all, we were married to Ali Abdullah 
Saleh for 33 years. 

But the Houthis didn’t come to Sana’a just 
WR� HYHQWXDOO\� ZLWKGUDZ� WKHLU� ¿JKWHUV� DQG�
handover control to a new government, even 
if that was the agreement they made. 

To call what happened following the 
takeover a honeymoon is facetious—giv-
en the hundreds dead and the thousands 
more trapped inside their homes while the 
Houthis fought their foes for our hand. But 
on the surface, they seemed at times to be 
PDNLQJ�DQ�H̆RUW��DV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�E\�WKHLU�
behavior at the checkpoints they erected 
throughout the city. Nervously waiting in 
our buses, cabs and vehicles, we weren’t 
sure what to expect from our knights in 
shining jambiyas. To our surprise (and de-
light), it was sweet whispers of “Good morn-
ing, forgive us for delaying you, please have 
a nice day.” 

Their targets were prominent Islahis, 
whose sweet nothings left a sour taste in our 
mouths. The Houthi takeover was truly ter-
rifying for many of us, but some of us had a 
‘wait and see’ attitude. After all, how do you 
wrestle power away from a handful of fami-
lies who hold so much wealth and power? 
The GCC deal gave the former ruling party 
half of the seats in the new coalition govern-
ment—not quite the divorce we asked for. 

And so there we were, three years after 
calling it quits with Saleh, dating a man 
named Hadi. We didn’t choose the newest 
suitor, but things were so bad we were hop-
ing they could only get better. 

In the past two weeks, the Houthis have 
taken over Al-Thawra newspaper, and a 
number of other institutions. At the check-
points, they have told at least two female 
drivers that they are no longer “allowed” to 
drive, and have begun going after some of 
the country’s most vulnerable people: mi-
grants. They have approached at least two 
Ethiopian restaurants in recent weeks and 
allegedly taken money from them and, un-
der the suspicion of alcohol possession, have 
entered the homes of several Ethiopians and 
FRQ¿VFDWHG�DOFRKRO�DORQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�EHORQJ-
ings. 

You can’t build a healthy marriage on a 
rotten foundation. There are no short-cuts to 
democracy, and we can’t expect the Houthis 
to wrest power away from those who have 
it and hand it over as dowry. They’ve gone 
after the most powerful and now they’re 
starting at the bottom with some of the most 
marginalized. Going after migrants and al-
cohol smugglers costs them nothing politi-
cally, but how they treat them is how they 
will treat other minorities and people they 
disagree with once they’ve cemented power. 
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The Yemen Times is repub-
lishing this piece in two parts 
with permission from the At-
ODQWLF� &RXQFLO�� 7KH� ¿UVW� SDUW�
ran Tuesday, the second part 
is below. 

Throughout the trial, 
Abdelraouf, Saad, and 
Abdelhamid were repre-
sented by Shabaan Said, 
a prominent Cairo law-

yer hired by the families of the three 
students. Said was also formerly 
hired by Al-Jazeera to defend the 
network’s cameraman Mohamed 
Badr Eddin, detained for more than 
a month, and their reporter Abdul-
lah al-Shamy who remained in jail 
for close to a year.

Speaking about the audio record-
ing presented by the prosecution 
against his clients, Said told Egypt-
Source, “When the audio track was 
played in court, I demanded the 
court refer it to technical inspec-
tion and my request was ignored. 
So when the judge asked my clients 
if the voices heard in the track were 
their voices I advised them to deny 
it, and they did.”

Said never denied the authenticity 
of the recording, nor was it indepen-
GHQWO\�YHUL¿HG�

The lawyer argued the three stu-
dents should have never been in the 
Al-Jazeera trial alongside the net-
work’s journalists, and that the legal 
case against them was extremely 
weak. He cited their arrest without a 
warrant, and a complete lack of evi-

dence linking them to the Al-Jazeera 
English reporters, as his reasons.
³7KH� DXWKRULWLHV� IDLOHG� WR� GL̆HU-

entiate between the banned Al-
Jazeera Mubashir Misr and the Eng-
lish channel, wrongfully put all the 
defendants together, and failed to 
present evidence to back its claims.”

Nonetheless, the three students, 
accused of providing the three Al-
Jazeera journalists with footage, 
were each sentenced to seven years 
in prison. The other two students, 
Ahmed and Anas, were acquitted, 
and were never linked in the case 
documents to those sentenced.

Mohamed Fahmy confronted 
the judge, Nagy Shehata, over the 
false claims linking him to the stu-
dents. “You have had our comput-
ers, emails and our cell phones for 
six months, there are no emails or 
phone numbers linking us to the 
students standing in the cage, I wish 
there was anything to defend myself 
against.”

Al-Jazeera Journalism in a 
Post-Morsi Egypt
One day after Morsi’s ouster, the of-
¿FHV� RI� $O�-D]HHUD� 0XEDVKLU� 0LVU�
were shut down, along with other 
Muslim Brotherhood owned or af-
¿OLDWHG� VDWHOOLWH� FKDQQHOV� DQG� PH-
GLD� ṘFHV�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� IRUPHU�
Al-Jazeera workers, the channel be-
came actively present at the Raba’a 
al-Adaweya Media Center—a news-
room set up and operated by Mus-
OLP�%URWKHUKRRG�ṘFLDOV� LQVLGH�WKH�
mosque and multi-story extension 
at the heart of the sit in.

“Al-Jazeera Mubashir Misr and 
$UDELF� ṘFHV� ZHUH� VKXWGRZQ�� DQG�

they were facing security intimida-
tion, so they relied heavily on young 
freelancers in the Raba’a al-Adaw-
eya Media Center. Some of them 
ZRUNHG� ṘFLDOO\� ZLWK� WKH� QHWZRUN�
and others worked on a freelance 
basis,” Osama al-Sayad, a former 
Al-Jazeera freelance producer told 
EgyptSource in a Skype interview. 
+H�ÀHG�(J\SW�DIWHU�D�VHFXULW\�UDLG�RQ�
his residence in Cairo’s Hadayek al-
Qubba neighborhood.

According to al-Sayad, this is 
where Alaa Adel’s connection to the 
students came in to the picture. “Ab-
delraouf and his colleagues didn’t 
work directly with Al-Jazeera, but 
dealt with Alaa Adel,” he explained. 
“The channel has continued to work 
with similar policies and tactics but 
WKH\�GRQ¶W�R̆HU�WKH�VDPH�TXDOLW\�DV�
EHIRUH�GXH�WR�WKH�VHFXULW\¶V� LQ¿OWUD-
tion of the media community, and 
its pursuing of the channel’s work-
ers,” al-Sayad added. “There are 
also many people who volunteer to 
cover protests and other events for 
the channel without being paid or 
hired.”

According to Alaa Adel him-
self, however, he was not the di-
rect conduit to Al-Jazeera. “I am a 
GRFXPHQWDU\� ¿OPPDNHU� DQG� ,� PHW�
the students who took part in the 
pro-Morsi protests and were inter-
ested in covering such activities,” 
Adel told EgyptSource. “So I linked 
them to someone who I believe was 
among many volunteers who want-
ed to serve the cause.”Adel never 
mentioned the name of the ‘volun-
teer’ he spoke of, saying only, “He is 
a member of the Muslim Brother-
hood’s media committees who had 

DFFHVV� WR� PDQ\� FDPHUDV� ¿OPLQJ� LQ�
GL̆HUHQW� ORFDWLRQV� DQG�ZDV� VXSSO\-
ing Al-Jazeera with the footage.”

“I also introduced them to the 
owner of the apartment [Ahmed 
Abdu] who is a friend living outside 
of Egypt and who agreed to host 
them temporarily,” he added. Ac-
cording to Adel, that was two weeks 
before their arrest.

Adel said he had no knowledge of 
the audio track played by the pros-
ecution, and was confused to know 
WKDW� DOO� WKUHH� VWXGHQWV� WHVWL¿HG�
against him, but his name was never 
listed among the defendants.

“After their arrest, I learned from 
three people released from custody 
WKDW� WKH� VWDWH� VHFXULW\� ṘFHUV�ZHUH�
asking about me and my where-
abouts. Another friend of mine was 
DUUHVWHG�DQG�WHVWL¿HG�DJDLQVW�PH�DV�
well, so I decided to leave Egypt and 
came to Istanbul.”

The Brunt of Al-Jazeera’s Mis-
conduct
Since the establishment of the Qa-
tari network’s Egypt arm, Al-Jazeera 
Mubashir Misr, in March 2011, the 
channel has shown a clear bias to-
ward the Muslim Brotherhood orga-
nization and its political activities in 
Egypt. But after Morsi’s ouster and 
WKH� VWLÀLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV� WKH� FKDQQHO�
was facing, it started relying on ac-
tivists—who are highly sympathetic 
and ideologically aligned with the 
brotherhood—more than it did on 
journalists.

“The Al-Jazeera three had no clue 
Mubashir Misr and Arabic channels 
were using footage produced by ac-
tive members of the Muslim Broth-

erhood and its Anti-Coup Alliance, 
WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� WKH\� HYHU� PHW� WKHP�
was in court,” a source with compre-
hensive knowledge of the case said 
on condition of anonymity.

“Fahmy, as Cairo bureau chief of 
Al-Jazeera English, was kept in the 
dark that the network was paying for 
content produced by the biggest op-
position force in Egypt, the Muslim 
Brotherhood.”

And while many would consider 
this citizen journalism, the source 
LQVLVWV�� ³7KLV� VSHFL¿F� FDVH� LV�GL̆HU-
ent. In a time of warring regimes 
and a banned channel kept under 
the microscope, accepting material 
made by Muslim Brotherhood ac-
tive youth leaves the channel under 
scrutiny and liable to prosecution.

“It is like giving a camera to Hez-
EROODK�RU�+DPDV�WR�¿OP�WKHLU�IURQW-
line. What do you think the footage 
will portray?” said the source who 
described the students as “Muslim 
Brotherhood youth who are en-
trenched in the organization of pro-
tests and sit-ins.”

Many are as equally critical of the 
Egyptian regime’s role as they are of 
Al-Jazeera. “I am totally against the 
imprisonment of any journalist in 
this case and other cases,” Hisham 
Kassem, a prominent Egyptian pub-
lisher and founder of the country’s 
leading independent newspaper Al-
Masry Al-Youm, told EgyptSource.

“The Egyptian regime has to un-
derstand that the media sector is 
as important as any sector of the 
economic and political structure of 
Egypt,” added Kassem. “Such vio-
ODWLRQV� LQÀLFW�KDUP�QRW�RQO\�RQ�WKH�
country’s image and political stabil-

ity but also on the overall economy.”
As for Al-Jazeera, Kassem said “I 

cannot understand how Al-Jazeera 
destroyed its reputation as the Mid-
dle East’s leading media platform to 
become a servant of Qatar’s foreign 
policy.”

Hanan Fikry, a board member 
of the Egyptian Press Syndicate 
that took part in the defense of Al-
Jazeera’s jailed journalists, says, 
“Al-Jazeera’s behavior and the way 
it operates makes it impossible to 
defend the victims.”

“The Al-Jazeera network, which is 
fully capable of covering the events 
fairly and professionally, decided 
to become a part of the dispute it 
covers, and sided with the Muslim 
Brotherhood against the Egyptian 
regime. What Al-Jazeera is doing 
simply contradicts media ethics 
across the world and destroys its 
own credibility.”

Days earlier, Fahmy described Al-
Jazeera’s actions in a letter he sent 
from his prison to Canadian Jour-
nalists for Free Expression, CJFE.” 
Journalism aside, to opt to abuse 
your media platform to challenge 
an already aggravated government 
only leaves your frontline reporters 
exposed and as easy prey – a bar-
gaining chip,” said Fahmy.

“I call on CJFE through this 
rare communiqué to escalate their 
watchdog approach toward gov-
ernments and media organizations 
alike,” said Fahmy’s letter, read on 
his behalf while he remains behind 
bars.

Republished with permission from 
the Atlantic Council.
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More than 1,500 
Yemenis died in 
SROLWLFDO� FRQÀLFWV�
in 2014, the most 
since 2011 upris-

ings which saw the deaths of some 
2,000 protesters before driving the 
country’s long-time dictator from 
ṘFH�

After a negotiated transfer of 
power agreed in early 2012, the an-
nual death toll dropped to about 
1,100 and nearly halved again in 
2013 to fewer than 600, according 
to the International Crisis Group.

The uptick in violence in 2014 is 
the result of a number of distinct 
EXW� LQWHU�UHODWHG� LQWHUQDO� FRQÀLFWV��
many of which came to a head in 
2014. The killings have also raised 
fresh doubts about whether the Red 
Sea state’s political transition will 
succeed.

What is behind the violence?
In 2011 Yemenis took to the streets 
inspired by other Arab uprisings 
to call for the resignation of their 
dictatorial president, Ali Abdallah 
Saleh, in power since 1978.

In November that year, after 
10 months of mounting violence, 
Saleh agreed - on condition of full 
legal immunity - to hand over pow-
er to his deputy, Abd Rabbu Man-
sour Hadi, who then won a single-
candidate election.

The government immediately 
deployed ground forces to reclaim 
territory from Ansar Al Shariah, a 
QHZO\�IRUPHG� ḊOLDWH� RI� <HPHQ�
based Al Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP), while the US 
stepped up unmanned drone at-
tacks against Islamist militants.

A national dialogue process 
aimed to encourage all sides to talk. 
Yet the talks faltered, and a Na-
tional Dialogue Conference (NDC) 
to redraft a failed social contract 
struggled. In January 2014 the 
NDC did, however, reach an agree-
ment on the basis of a new constitu-
tion and regional autonomy.

Nevertheless, the chaos of 2011 

has created a security vacuum 
which numerous armed groups ex-
ploited.

Of these, two in particular have 
EHQH¿WHG� IURP� WKH� EUHDNGRZQ� RI�
the state. AQAP, based mostly in 
the southern and eastern provinces, 
KDV� JURZQ� LQ� LQÀXHQFH�� ZKLOH� WKH�
northern Houthi rebels have also 
taken the opportunity to claim con-
trol of new territory after withdraw-
ing from the NDC.

After a controversial hike in fuel 
prices, in late September heavily-
armed Houthi brigades stormed 
the capital Sana’a - taking over key 
ministries and media networks. 
Sunni Islamist AQAP, which has 
long been hostile to the Shia-Zaydi 
Houthis, has reacted to the pow-
er play with violence. Attacks on 
Houthi targets, including a series of 
car and suicide bombs, has further 
destabilized the country, with many 
Houthi casualties.

What has helped AQAP grow?
AQAP announced its formation in 
January 2009. US State Depart-
ment estimates of the organiza-
tion’s size have ranged from “a few 
hundred members” to “close to a 
thousand members” while noting 
WKDW� LW� LV� GL̇FXOW� WR� JLYH� DFFXUDWH�
¿JXUHV�

The group hit global headlines 
in December after two of their 
hostages, US photojournalist Luke 
Somers and South African teacher 
Pierre Korkie, were killed during a 
failed rescue attempt by US Special 
Forces.

In addition to the Yemeni armed 
forces trying to take on the mili-
tants, the US has been targeting 
AQAP in Yemen with unmanned 
GURQHV�� 7KH� KLJK� SUR¿OH� H[DPSOHV�
of civilian casualties caused by 
drones have proved controversial.

Investigative journalist Moham-
mad Al Moayad grew up in Hadh-
ramaut Province which is now a 
centre of gravity for AQAP and spe-
cializes in the group’s workings.

He puts their growth partly down 
to their lack of willingness to com-
promise, which has helped increase 
levels of respect with many Ye-

menis. “Unlike their predecessors, 
AQAP and its new generation of 
leaders have succeeded so well in 
Yemen due [to] their uncompro-
mising stance against the govern-
ment,” he said. “AQAP did not ne-
gotiate with Saleh and they do not 
negotiate with Hadi. This discipline 
LV� UHÀHFWHG� LQ� $4$3¶V� GHWHUPLQD-
tion to strike US soil, the Saudi 
Kingdom and anyone associated 
with the Yemeni government.”

Are the Houthis seeking to 
dominate the country?
Many feel the Houthi march on 
6DQD¶D�KDV�EHQH¿WHG�$4$3�DV�WKH\�
have been able to form new alli-
ances with tribesmen angered by 
the Houthi attitudes. In recent days 
the Houthis have claimed control of 

the country’s central bank and state 
media organizations.

Yet Adam Baron, a visiting fellow 
at the European Council on For-
eign Relations (ECFR), told IRIN 
they were not seeking to completely 
dominate the state. “The Houthis 
continue to show some respect to 
government institutions - and re-
gardless of their opponents’ claims 
to the contrary - do show a general 
desire to work within the state rath-
er than to completely overthrow it, 
although there remains the ques-
tion of how much of this is mere 
rhetoric,” he said.
³,W� LV� JHQHUDOO\� TXLWH� ÀDZHG� WR�

cast [the Houthis and AQAP] as 
two sides of the same coin,” he 
said. “The Houthis are ultimately 
a mainstream group at this point, 

and regardless of their alleged ties 
to Iran, the fact remains that the 
Houthis and their supporters are 
motivated by internal dynamics. 
They are an indigenous group root-
ed in local issues.”

The territorial gains of the Shia 
Houthis in Sana’a have also upset 
Sunni majority Saudi Arabia, a ma-
MRU� ¿QDQFLDO� VXSSRUWHU� RI� <HPHQ��
which in recent weeks has put on 
hold a planned disbursement of 
US$700 million in military aid.

:KDW� GRHV� WKH� FRQÀLFW� PHDQ�
for ordinary Yemenis?
Yemen is the poorest country in the 
Middle East and is ranked 154 (out 
of 187) on the 2014 Human Devel-
opment Report.
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� 81� 2̇FH� IRU�

Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (OCHA), during 2015 close 
to 16 million people in Yemen will 
need humanitarian assistance, of 
whom eight million are children.

More than 330,000 Yemenis are 
internally displaced due to pockets 
RI� FRQÀLFW� DQG� WKH� FRXQWU\� LV� DOVR�
hosting some 250,000 refugees, 
mostly from Somalia and the Horn 
of Africa, who use Yemen as a route 
into Saudi Arabia.

Dr Abdulla Radman, deputy 
medical coordinator for Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF), said that 
as well as an uptick in violence, his 
doctors had noticed increasing cas-
es of psychological trauma among 
the Yemenis they work with.

Continued on the back page

Yemen: What next?
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Yemeni children playing near the slum where they live in central Sana’a

The Students: The Untold Details of the Al-Jazeera Trial
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R aja Ali Mansour Al-
Hakami, 32, has 
been stuck in legal 
limbo for more than 
four years. The death 

penalty she received for her 2010 
murder conviction brought wide-
spread criticism, and in spite of 
several retrials she is still awaiting 
a resolution. Her case took its most 
dramatic turn on Nov. 30, however, 
when Houthi militants forced their 
way into Ibb Central Prison and had 
her released into their care. 

Ameen Al-Hakami, Raja’s broth-
HU��FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�DUPHG�PHQ�KDG�
forcibly released his sister from 
prison, but that her whereabouts 
remain unknown. “We don’t know 
where she is so far, but Ansar Al-
lah [the Houthis] have contacted us 
and said that they are keeping her 
until everything related to the court 
case is resolved,” he said.

He is glad that Houthis inter-
vened in his sister’s case, and 
thinks “it will resolve the case bet-
ter than the judicial system.” Her 
defense lawyer, Fahed Al-Hassani, 
disagrees, however, and fears the 
intervention will only create new 
complications for her trial.

“The relatives of the murdered 
person will not accept Al-Hakami’s 
release without a legal verdict or 
sentence,” he said. “They may seek 
revenge and then everything we did 
will be gone.” According to Al-Has-
sani, everyone who has worked on 
the case is opposed to the interven-
tion. “We are against solving legal 
cases through the use of force. It’s 
nearly 2015—we must show respect 
for the judicial system.” 

It is unclear if the Houthi mili-
tants were acting on behalf of an-
other party, but Ameen insists that 
he was never in contact with the 
group prior to his sister’s release. 
The Yemen Times made several 
attempts to contact Al-Hakami for 

a statement but she could not be 
reached.

Al-Hakami’s story dates back to 
Oct. 20, 2010, in Al-Barka village of 
the Al-Odain district of Ibb gover-
norate. It is alleged that an armed 
man, Abdulsalam Abduljabar 
Muthana, climbed the wall of her 
two-storey house and tried to cut 
his way in through a window with a 
pair of scissors. 

“Upon seeing him in the window, 
she picked up our father’s gun and 
¿UHG� DW� WKH� ZLQGRZ� DQG� WKH� PDQ�
fell to the ground. He was killed in-
stantly,” says Ameen. 

Al-Hakami told several local me-
dia outlets who spoke with her in 
prison after the incident that she 
RQO\�¿UHG�DW�WKH�ZLQGRZ�WR�IULJKWHQ�
the intruder, and had no intention 
of killing him.

Akhbar Al-Youm Newspaper 
published an interview with Al-
Hakami on Nov.12, 2012, in which 
she explained her version of events. 
“At 11:45 p.m. my little sister told 
me she saw a light coming from 
the window. I told her it was noth-
ing and we went to bed. Moments 
later I smelled cigarette smoke, and 
when I got up I could see that the 
window screen was torn out. Think-
ing someone was trying to break in, 
,�WRRN�WKH�JXQ�DQG�¿UHG�DW�WKH�ZLQ-
dow, and then I heard a person fall-
ing down.”

By 2:00 a.m. local residents had 
gathered and informed the brothers 
of Muthana, who came to the scene 
and found him lying under Raja’s 
window with a gun, a pair of scis-
sors and a torch. Al-Hakami’s rela-
tives insisted on keeping his body 
at the scene until security person-
nel arrived, but Muthana’s rela-
tives took him by force, according 
to Ameen. 

Al-Hakami’s lawyers allege that 
Muthana was planning to rape their 
GHIHQGDQW��WKDW�VKH�¿UHG�WKH�JXQ�LQ�
self-defense and had no intention of 
NLOOLQJ�KLP��+HU�FDVH�ZDV�¿UVW�KHDUG�

at the Ibb District Court, and she 
was sentenced to two-years impris-
onment and ordered to pay blood 
money to Muthana’s family. 

The prosecutor, Mohammed Al-
Dailami, rejects the self-defense 
plea because Muthana was not in-
side Al-Hakami’s house when she 
¿UHG� DW� KLP�� ³$O�+DNDPL� ZDVQ¶W�
alone in the house but her parents 
and two sisters were there too at the 
time of killing.”  

The Yemen Times asked Al-Dai-
lami whether he considered climb-
ing up a house towards a window an 
intent to enter the home. He insist-
ed that what matters is that he was  
technically outside the house when 
he was shot.
³6KH� DGPLWWHG� ¿ULQJ� DW� WKH� ZLQ-

dow knowing that someone was 
there, which proves that she killed 
him intentionally,” he added. 

On Sept. 25, 2012, the Court of 
Appeals reevaluated the case and 
handed Al-Hakami a death sen-
tence, leading to widespread criti-
cism and protests from human 
rights groups. A year later the Su-
preme Court annulled the death 
sentence and referred the case back 
to the Court of Appeals, to be in-
vestigated under newly-appointed 
judges, but since then only one 
hearing has taken place. 

“Every time we go to the court 
to attend a hearing, it’s postponed 
because the judges are absent. The 
murdered person belongs to an in-
ÀXHQWLDO�IDPLO\�DQG�WKH\�DUH�WU\LQJ�
to delay the case,” said Ameen. 

According to Al-Dailami, the 
Houthis in Ibb had been misled by 
XQVSHFL¿HG� SHRSOH� ZKR� FRQYLQFHG�
them that Al-Hakami killed Mutha-
na in self-defense and is being kept 
in prison for nothing. 

He claims the Houthis have been 
informed otherwise and now view 
WKH� FDVH� GL̆HUHQWO\�� ³3HRSOH� LQ�
Ibb contacted Ansar Allah and ex-
plained the matter to them and they 
realized they were wrong to release 

Al-Hakami, but I don’t know why 
they haven’t brought her back to 
prison yet,” says Al-Dailami. 

He added that a representative 
had been appointed by the court to 
visit Ibb Central Prison, where an 
ṘFLDO� LQTXLU\�ZLOO� WDNH� SODFH� LQWR�
how Al-Hakami was released.

Both Al-Dailami and Al-Has-
VDQL� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� D� KHDULQJ�ZDV�
scheduled to be held on Dec. 10 at 
the Court of Appeals, but that it had 
to be canceled because Al-Hakami 

was not present. 
Mohammed Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-

EHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH��
told the Yemen Times that popu-
lar committees in Ibb released Al-
Hakami because they believed the 
continuous rescheduling of court 
hearings indicated that the court 
ZDV�OHDQLQJ�WRZDUGV�DQ�DFTXLWWDO�

“Ansar Allah released her and 
they bear the responsibility to re-
turn her if they were wrong,” he 
added.   

Human rights activists believe Al-
Hakami was defending herself and 
have staged several protests in Ibb 
and Sana’a over the previous two 
years demanding her release. Nadia 
Abdullah, a journalist and activist 
involved in the protests, had previ-
ously expressed concern that a con-
viction against Al-Hakami “would 
send a green light to allow other 
similar cases to see a similar pun-
ishment.”

Yemeni woman sentenced to death freed by Houthis in Ibb

Raja Al-Hakam’s murder conviction has received widespread criticism from human rights groups. She 
KDG�EHHQ�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�RYHU�IRXU�\HDUV�DQG�ZDV�VWLOO�DZDLWLQJ�D�¿QDO�YHUGLFW�EHIRUH�+RXWKLV�LQWHUYHQHG�LQ�
her case.
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��/ ������ �ôŔňńŔĿí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/�� ������ĐĬ÷�ĩĎĳ�����������������������������������������
��/��������ŅĊī�ĩĎĳ�����������������������������������������
��/���� ����óĊœĊĄĿí�ĩĎĳ�����������������������������������������
��/������  ��/���¡�� �óĊŔĬĔĿí
��/������ �ôŔ÷íčîŃří
��/�� ¢¢� �ôŔñŎŔûří
��/������ �	íĐŇîŌøĳŎĿ
�ôŔŇîńĿŗí
��/���¢ ��� �ôŔĻĎøĿí
��/���� � �ôœĉŎĬĔĿí
��/������ �ôœĎĤĸĿí
��/���¢�� �þŔŀĈĿí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/������/�/  �àîĬňě���ôŔŇĉčŗí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/��� �� �ĉîĄ÷śí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/��� �� �Œñĉ�ŅíĎŔģ

فنادق
��/���������                    ��àîĬňě�čŎŔĻĎŔŃ�ĵĊňĳ
��/��¡�����ŅĊī �
��/��¡���/  �Ďńė�ĵĊňĳ
��/������� �������ĺŔòńĳŎŃ�ĵĊňĳ
��/���������ı �
��/������/��/�� �őĉčōďś�ĵĊňĳ

��/������ �Ēňœĉďč�óĊŔě�ýî÷�ĵĊňĳ
��/������/ ��� �àîĬňě���ôķĊňĴŀĿ�ôŔńĿîĬĿí
��/��¡��� �àîĬňě���ŅíĎŌė�ĵĊňĳ
��/������ ,����¡�  ŒļŀńĿí�ýîøĿí�ôĄňÿãō��ĵĊňĳ

معاهد
��/����¡�/�/�� �ŒĿîœ�ĊŌĬŃ
��/������� �ŒøĿí�ĊŌĬŃ
��/�� ������ı ���Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿíō�õîİŀĿ�ŒŇîĤœĎòĿí�ĊŌĬńĿí
��/�� ¡ � ��ĊŔĔĻí�ĊŌĬŃ

 ��/������ �ŒĿîŃ�ĊŌĬŃ
��/��¡� � �ŅĐœíčŎŋ�ĊŌĬŃ

شركات التأمين
��/������ �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�óĊĄøńĿí
��/� �¢�� �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôŔňģŎĿí

ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôŔŃŜēří�ôŔňńŔĿí�ôĻĎĘĿí
��/��¡� � �ņŔŃäøĿí�óĉîīçō
��/����¢�� �ŅîŃã�ôĻĎė
��/��¡¡�¢ �ņŔŃäøĿí�óĉîīçō�ņŔŃäøŀĿ�óĎœĐĀĿí

 ��¡���/�/� �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôœĎĤĸĿí�ôŔňńŔĿí�ôĻĎĘĿí
��¡��¢��ĒĻîĳ

مدارس
��/���¡���ĒĻîĴŀ÷ �ĽîĴģŗí�ôăíō�ôğōč
 ����������ľœîñŎŃ   
��/������� �Ŏòň�œč�ôēčĊŃ

              ��/������  
  ��/� ��¢�/�� �ôŔĿōĊĿí�àîĬňě�đčíĊŃ
     ��/� ��¢���ı ��
��/��¡��¡/¢ �ŊŔĿōĊĿí�ŊŔĻĎøĿí�ôēčĊŃ
��/�¡��¢� �õíčîňŃ�ôēčĊŃ

سفريات
��/�¡�       ��/� ��¢� �őŜĳ�đĊķ

 ���� ��ŅĊī���/ ����¡�  ôăîŔĔĿíō�õîœĎĴĔŀĿ�őîļē
��/
�����¡ �ĎĸĜĿí�õŜĤī
������ �ĎĸĜĿí�Ľîńīã�ĐĻĎŃ
��������¡/�¢/��� �ŊăîŔĔĿíō�õîœĎĴĔŀĿ�ŊŔńĿîĬĿí
��/� �¡¢��� �ņńŔĿí�õîœĎĴē�õśîĻō

مطاعم
	ŒŇîòŔĘĿí�ŉĊòī�ĊńĄŃ�łēîñ
���ŒŇîòŔĘĿí�óďîòĈŃō�łĬĤŃ

¢�� �����ĒĻîĳ����� �¢��������� � �������ŅŎĴŀ÷
�� �¢� �ŒŇîñîŔĿí�ŎñîňŃ�łĬĤŃ
���¢¢¢ ��Œ÷ĎŔĤĳ

 
� �ô�İĿ�ŁŎ�ŀñĉ�óčî�Ā÷�đŎ�œčŎĿîļñ

�Œ�ĳ �î�Ńîī �15 �óĎ�òć �ô�œĐŔŀĀŇí
 5 �î�ŌňŃ �ô�ĬÿíĎńĿíō �ôò�ēîĄńĿí
�� Œ�Ŀ îŃ � Ď�œ ĊŃ � Ł í Ŏ�ī í

770080443�735587876
� � ô�œ ĐŔŀĀŇ í � ô�İĿ � ĎŔø�ĔŔÿ îŃ

�ó ĉ î�ŔĸĿ � ô�ŔĿ ō ĊĿ í � ô�Ĝć ĎĿ í
�ĽîĀŃ�Œ�ĳ�óĎ�òć�Œ�Ŀŕí�ð�ēîĄĿí
�õíŎň�ē �7 �ņ�Ń �Ď�üĻŗ �ð�œčĊøĿí
�Ľî�ĀŃ�őã�Œ�ĳ�ľ�ńĬĿí�Œ�ĳ�ð�įĎœ
�� ô�œ ĐŔŀĀŇ ś í � ô�İŀĿ í �ð�ŀĤøœ

736974711
� �� �ô�œĐŔŀĀŇ í �ô�İĿ�đŎœĎĿ îļñ

�ó Ď�òć � � � Ď�÷ ŎŔòńĻ � ŁŎ�ŀñ ĉ
�ðįĎœ��ņŔøň�ē�ôœčîĀ÷�õŜ�ēíĎŃ
��ô�ŔăîòĜĿí �óĎ�øĴĿí �Œ�ĳ �ľ�ńĬĿí

 733778849
� �Ő�ŀī �ô�ŀěîă �ľ�ěŗí �ô�œĊňŋ

�ôœčî÷Ďļ�ēō �őĐ�ŔŀĀŇí �ŁŎ�ŀñĉ
�Œ�ĳ�óĎ�òć�î�ŌœĊĿ�ďî�øńŃ�Ď�œĊĸøñ
�ô�ńÿ ĎøĿ í ō � Ē�ļŔĳ í ĎĀĿ í
�î�ŌœĊĿ �ô�œčîĀøĿí �õŜ�ēíĎńĿíō
�ĶœŎ�ĔøĿ í �ó č íĉ í �Œ�ĳ �óĎ�òć
�Œ�ĳ �ľ�ńĬĿí �Ċ�œĎ÷ �õî�ĬŔòńĿíō

736653489��ĐĬ÷
� �đĊňŌŃ���Œ�ķďíĎĿí�Œ�ŀī�Ĳ�ēŎœ

�ïŎ�ē îăō �õ î�ŃŎŀĬŃ � ô�Ŕňĸ÷
771293966

� �� �ĉ íĊ�ă �Ĳ�ŔĤŀĿ íĊòī � Đ�øĬŃ

�õ î�Ń ŎŀĬŃ � ô�Ŕňĸ÷ �đĊ�ňŌŃ
733984178�ïŎēîăō

� �Œ�ĳ�óĎ�òć�ôò�ēîĄŃ�đŎ�œĎĿîļñ
 8 �óĊ�ńĿ �ô�ĬÿíĎńĿíō �õîñî�ĔĄĿí
� Ď�÷ ŎŔòńĻ �ŁŎ�ŀñ ĉ � õ íŎň�ē
�ņ�ńœ �ņ�Ń �đĉî�ĔĿí �číĊ�ěśí
�Ē�ļŇōŗí�Łî�ĨŇ�ĹČ�Ļō�öĳŎ�ē
�770705472 ��ľŃî�ĘĿí �ōĎ�ñ

733079882
� �ņŔøň�ē�óĎ�òć�Œ�ŇĊŃ�đĊ�ňŌŃ

�� ó ď î�øńŃ � ô�œ ĐŔŀĀŇ í � ô�İĿ
777055889

� �ô�ĬŃîÿ �� �ô�ńÿĎ÷ �đŎ�œĎĿîļñ
�õŜ�ēíĎńĿí �Œ�ĳ�óĎ�òć���àî�Ĭňě
�ĎüĻã�ô�œčíĉśí�Ľî�ńīŗíō�ô�œčîĀøĿí
�Œ�ĳ �ð�įĎœ �� �õíŎň�ē �6 �ņ�Ń
�ôŔëî�ĔńĿí �óĎ�øĴĿí �Œ�ĳ �ľ�ńĬĿí

777991248����Ģĸĳ
� �óĎ�òć�ô�œĐŔŀĀŇí�ô�İĿ�đŎ�œĎĿîļñ

�� �Ē�œčĊøĿí �Ľî�ĀŃ �Œ�ĳ �ņŔøň�ē
�Ď�÷ŎŔòńļĿ í �ŁíĊĈø�ēí �óĉî�ÿí

 772663229��öŇĎøŇśíō
� �óčíĉçō �Ŋò�ēîĄŃ �đŎ�œčŎĿîļñ

�iô�œĐŔŀĀŇç �ô�İĿ �ŁŎ�ŀñĉō �Ľî�ńīã
�ó č í ĉ ç � Œ�ĳ � ô�ŀœ Ŏģ � ó Ď�òć
�ôœčîĀøĿí�õŜ�ēíĎńĿíō�õîñî�ĔĄĿí
�ô�œĐŔŀĀŇříō �ô�ŔñĎĬĿí �ņ�ŔøİŀĿîñ
�ĊĬø�ĔŃ�iôœĉŎĬ�ĔĿíō�ņ�ńŔĿí�Œĳ
�� Ľ í Ŏ�ÿ � i Òí č Ŏ�ĳ � ľ�ńĬŀĿ

715608677
� �Œ�ĳ �ð�įĎœ �Ě�ĜĈøŃ �đčĊ�Ń

�Ĳ�ĜŀĿ�ô�ŔěŎĜć�đōčĉ�àî�Ĥīí
�ŒñĎĬĿíō�õî�ŔğîœĎĿí�Œ�ĳ�Ī�ēîøĿí
�ïŜ�ĤĿ �ŁŎ�ŀĬĿíō �őĐ�ŔŀĀŇśíō
�� ô�ŔŃ ŎļĄĿ í � đ č í Ċ�ńĿ í

734680597
� �ó ĉ îŌ�ė � õ îļò�ė �đĊ�ňŌŃ

�õśî�Ĝ÷śí �Œ�ĳ �đŎ�œĎĿ îļñ
�Œ�ĳ�Sisco�óĉîŌ�ėō�õîļò�ĘĿíō
�ľ�ńĬŀĿ�ĊĬø�ĔŃ�õîļò�ĘĿí�Ľî�ĀŃ

770497062��íčŎĳ

� �ņ�ī �ôœčî�Ęøēśí �číĊ�Ŀí �ņ�ŀĬ÷
�õîñî�Ĕă �Œ�ĬÿíĎŃ �3 �Ľ �î�Ōøÿîă
�õíŎň�ē �3 �ņ�ī �ľ�ĸ÷ �ś �óĎ�òć
�ôœĐŔŀĀŇśí�ô�İŀĿí�ĊŔĀ÷�óĎŔ÷Ďļ�ē
�óĎŔ�ĔĿí�ľ�ēčí��õíŎň�ē�3�óĎòćō
cha_yemen@ �Ő�Ŀç �ô�Ŕ÷íČĿí

yahoo.com
� �ôŔńň÷ō�ð�œčĊøŀĿ�őĊňļĿí�Đ�ĻĎńĿí

�ôœčî÷Ďļ�ē�Ő�Ŀç �ô�ÿîĄñ�õíčĊ�ĸĿí

�ľŔěîĴøĿ��ïŜĤĿí�Ņōæ�ė�óčíĉíō
�406448��õ�Ő�ŀī�ľ�Ĝ÷í�ĎŔüĻí

406437��ĒĻîĳ�467588
� �Œ�ĳ �ľ�ńĬŀĿ �ņŔ�ēčĊŃ �ïŎ�ŀĤŃ

�ôĳîļĿ�ôŔňńŔĿí�ô�ŔĻĎøĿí�đčíĊ�ńĿí
�ô�Ŕñĉŗíō �ô�ŔńŀĬĿí �õî�ĜĜĈøĿí
�őĐ�ŔŀĀŇí �ł�Ĕķ �Œ�ńŀĬĿí �ł�ĔĸĿí
�Ċ�ĄĻ�đŎ�œĎĿîļñ�Ő�ŀī�ņ�Ŕŀěîă
��õ ��õíŎň�ē �3 �óĎ�òć �Ī�Ń �Ő�Ňĉã

525124��ĒĻîĳ�525121
� �ĉíŎŃ�õî�ĬŔòŃ�ņŔñōĊňŃ�ïŎ�ŀĤŃ

�ņ�ī �ľ�ĸœś �ľ�ŋæńĿí �iô�ŔëíČį
�óĉî�Ŕķ �ô�Ĝćč �iô�ŃîĬĿí �ô�œŎŇîüĿí
�ľ�ĸ÷ś �óĎ�òć �iĽŎ�ĬĴńĿí �ôœčî�ē
�iĽî�ĀńĿí �Ē�ĴŇ �Œ�ĳ �ôň�ē �ņ�ī
�ł�ķ ĎĿ í � Ő�ŀī � ľ�ě í ŎøŀĿ

510788-01

� �õ î�ňòĿ � ô�Ĕńć �Ī�ŔòŀĿ �ĽĐ�ňŃ
774066203��őčîĘī

B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWA R D

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

U�For Sale       U�Job vacancies
U�Buying        U�Job seekers 
U�Housing available  U��Other
U�Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3
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<HPHQ·V�ILUVW�DQG��PRVW�ZLGHO\�UHDG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�QHZVSDSHU

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

  Continued from page 7

 Voxpop

“Many people have abandoned their 
homes for safer places, but these 
places often have poor infrastruc-
WXUH��8VXDOO\��ZKHQ�SHRSOH�ÀHH�WKHLU�
homes to other areas, they do not 
prepare themselves for the trip, and 
they only have the clothes they are 
wearing, with no food,” he said.
³7KH\�RIWHQ�KDYH�GL̇FXOW\�DFFHVV-

ing health facilities, especially if the 
¿JKWLQJ�LV�VWLOO�RQJRLQJ����6RPH�HYHQ�
seek refuge in caves.”

He added that during periods of 
FRQÀLFW�� ³SHRSOH� UHIUDLQ� IURP�JRLQJ�
to health facilities even if they are 
not [displaced] and not part of the 
¿JKWLQJ�´

How have security issues af-
fected aid delivery?
Yemen’s complex mosaic of con-
ÀLFWV�DQG�WKH�YDULRXV�GL̆HUHQW�DFWRUV�
make aid access hard to navigate 
and the security risks for humanitar-
LDQ�VWD̆�DUH�KLJK�

According to a May 2014 study 
E\�6DIHU�<HPHQ��D�6DQD¶D�EDVHG�VH-
curity consultancy, there has been a 
“dramatic increase in kidnappings” 
in the past four years, “going from 
only one incident in 2010 to 19 in 
2013, the highest number of inci-
dents recorded in one year since the 
kidnapping of foreigners started in 
Yemen in the late-1980s.”

The study also noted that the per-

petrators and their motivations had 
previously fallen into three distinct 
categories “tribal, political and crim-
inal”, but since the political transi-
tion in 2011 these lines had become 
more blurred.

Members of the international 
community, including aid workers, 
have also become greater targets 
and this has been driven by the pay-
PHQW� RI� KLJK� UDQVRPV�� 6LULV� +DUW-
NRUQ�� KHDG� RI� ULVN� DQDO\VLV� DW� 6DIHU�
<HPHQ�� WROG� ,5,1�� ³6HFXULW\� ULVNV�
ZHUH�EHFRPLQJ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�GL̇FXOW�
to anticipate, mitigate and manage.”
³6RFLDO�DQG�WUDGLWLRQDO�QRUPV�WKDW�

have previously served to protect 
NGOs among other actors in the Ye-
meni society are eroding,” she said.

The rise in kidnapping and unpre-
dictability means many aid organi-
zations are restricted in where they 
can work.

Fernando Carvajal, a Yemen spe-
cialist and NGO consultant at Exeter 
University, said most organizations 
operating in the country were doing 
VR�³ZLWK�RQO\�HVVHQWLDO�VWD̆´��ZKLFK�
he said was not enough to support 
the level of crisis.

“Most major aid organizations 
EHJDQ� UHGXFLQJ� IRUHLJQ� VWD̆� VLQFH�
early 2013 and since 2013 have had 
contingency plans for emergency 
HYDFXDWLRQV� IURP�6DQDCD��7DL]��DQG�
Aden,” he said.

“It’s not an easy place to work. 
6HFXULW\� WKUHDWV� DUH� HYHU\ZKHUH�� ,W�
comes with the territory,” explained 
the director of an IDP-focused relief 
organization in northwestern Hajjah 
Province, who did not want to give 
KLV�QDPH��³$GDSWLQJ� WR�ÀXLG�FRQGL-
tions is the key to running a suc-
cessful humanitarian mission in Ye-
men,” he said. “You work where you 
can, when you can.”

Yet aid workers are still able to op-
erate in many regions, even those hit 
by violence. Marie-Claire Feghali, 
Yemen spokesperson at the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), said they had been able to 
improve their access in the past year 
due to better communication with 
DOO�SDUWLHV�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�

“We have been able in the past 
months to reach many areas we 
could not go to before for various 
reasons, security being one. This has 
improved considerably in the past 
\HDU�� WKDQNV� ¿UVW� WR� D� ORQJ�VWDQG-
ing presence of the ICRC in Yemen 
[since 1962] and a better knowledge 
and acceptance amongst the popula-
tion for the ICRC, its mandate and 
KXPDQLWDULDQ� PLVVLRQ� LQ� FRQÀLFW�
areas.”

What next for Yemen?
Unsurprisingly, the deteriorating se-
curity situation and the withdrawal 

RI�6DXGL�VXSSRUW�PHDQV�WKHUH�LV�OLWWOH�
optimism about 2015 either eco-
nomically or politically. The UN en-
voy to the country has warned that 
the state may be unable to pay its 
civil servants within months.

ECFR’s Baron summarized the 
VFDOH� RI� WKH� FULVLV�� ³,W� LV� GL̇FXOW� WR�
overstate the economic challenges 
facing Yemen: roughly half of all 
Yemenis are below the poverty line, 
and the government is on the brink 
RI�¿QDQFLDO�FROODSVH���´

“The economy is in tatters, the 
government’s control over much of 
the country borders on nonexistent, 
and planned parliamentary and 
presidential elections appear to be 
SRVWSRQHG�LQGH¿QLWHO\�´�KH�VDLG�

He added that a newly-formed 
government had shown signs of 
willingness to tackle corruption and 
governance failures but “ultimately, 
as things stand, the conditions that 
spurred the country’s 2011 uprising 
have only been exacerbated.”

Republished with permission from 
IRIN

Yemen: What next?

The politics of a name:
March 21 Park 
or Sept. 18 
Park?

Abdulhakim Al-Nusali, 
oil engineer at the Min-
istry of Oil and Miner-
DOV������QR�SROLWLFDO�ḊOL-
ation
That important part is that 
it becomes a park, who cares 
about the name? In my 
opinion, forget both these 
names and choose anything 
else.

Abdulrahman Al-Shar-
abi, teacher Al-Khalij 
school, 30, Islah party
I think it’s wrong to name 
LW�6HSW�����3DUN��7KH�+RXWKL�
militia entered into a rela-
tionship with the old regime 
and outside countries, and 
now the country is run by a 
militia. The park should be 
called March 18.  

Hafadha Al-Ariqi, 
business development 
manager at a Yemeni 
company, no political 
ḊOLDWLRQ
It should be named March 
18 Park, I don’t like that 
the Houthis ordered the 
change of the name of the 
park. I don’t like Houthis 
at all. These orders are 
actually from Ali Abdullah 
6DOHK��7KH\¶UH�MXVW�GHOLYHUHG�
through the Houthis. 

Khalid Al-Rafeeq, 
wholesaler, 32, no po-
OLWLFDO�ḊOLDWLRQ
They changed the govern-
ment and changed the 
country, and you’re asking 
me about a park? It’s wrong, 
but what can we do—it’s all 
in their hands. 

Mustafa Ribad, teacher 
at Al-Anfal school, 25, 
Islah party
I’m not with the Houthis 
because they took-over 
6DQD¶D�DQG�WKLV�ZDV�D�FULPH�
on their part. They attacked 
6DQD¶D�DQG�LW�ZDV�DQ�R̆HQVH�
against the youth uprising 
and those who died during 
the [2011 uprising].

Waseem Abdulsalam 
Delaq, medical student 
at Sana’a University, 22, 
QR�SROLWLFDO�ḊOLDWLRQ
I want it named March 18 
Park. What the Houthis 
did—it was a coup. The 
Houthis are an armed 
militia. Who is in charge 
of choosing the name? 
The government, not the 
Houthis. 

Yusra Dawood, interna-
tional business student 
at Sana’a University, 23, 
QR�SROLWLFDO�ḊOLDWLRQ
I am against changing the 
QDPH�WR�6HSW������+RZ�GR�
WKH�+RXWKLV�HYHQ�EHQH¿W�E\�
doing this? This is violates 
the state’s authority. 

mohammed alqalisi




