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Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Dec. 31—Up to 33 
people were killed on Wednesday 
in a suspected suicide bombing that 
targeted a Houthi gathering in Ibb 
city.

Ibrahim Al-Badani, an Ibb-based 
journalist, said the attack took 
place close to noon at Ibb’s Cultural 
Center, located on Taiz Street, 
near the Al-Saeed Educational 
Compound.

“The Houthis were organizing an 
event to celebrate the birthday of 
Prophet Mohammad when a suicide 
bomber entered the hall and blew 
himself up,” said Al-Badani, who 
visited the scene of the explosion. 
He said no journalists were allowed 
to enter the hall or take photos after 
the attack.

Mohammad Ahmad Ali, an 
eyewitness and resident in Ibb city 
who lost one of his relatives in the 
explosion, says the attack caught 
HYHU\RQH�R̆�JXDUG��³:H�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�
how the suicide bomber entered 
the hall in spite of the Ansar Allah 
[Houthi] guards positioned at its 
entrance gate,” he said.

Brigadier Mohammed Abduljalil 
Al-Shami, the police chief of 
Ibb city, told the state-run Saba 
news agency that the explosion 
left three people dead and 30 

others wounded. However, Ali Al-
Qahoom, a member of the Houthi 
3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� WROG�
the Yemen Times on Wednesday 
afternoon that there were 33 
FRQ¿UPHG�GHDWKV�

The governor of Ibb province, 
controlled by the Shia Muslim 
Houthi group that dominates large 
parts of Yemen, was reported to be 
among a number of people wounded 
in the attack, local residents said.

A prominent security source 
in Ibb, who wished to remain 
anonymous, said police are still 
investigating the circumstances 
surrounding the explosion. 

“The popular committees of 
the Houthis were organizing 
this event in coordination with 
the local council to celebrate 
Prophet Mohammed’s birthday. 
Preparations for the event were 
planned to include speeches from 
SURPLQHQW� +RXWKL� ṘFLDOV� DQG�
the governor,” the security source 
added.

Salah Al-Ezi, a prominent Houthi 
¿JXUH��ZURWH�RQ�KLV�)DFHERRN�SDJH�
on Wednesday that the suicide 
bomber was disguised in women’s 
clothing when he entered the hall. 
He said the victims included a 
number of children who had come 
to prepare the prophet’s birthday.

The security source and Al-

Qahoom both accused Al-Qaeda 
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 
for carrying out the attack. Their 
DOOHJDWLRQV� ZHUH� FRQ¿UPHG� E\� DQ�
AQAP member in Ibb who spoke to 
the Yemen Times anonymously. 

“A courageous member of Al-
Qaeda was able to enter the hall 
where the Shia Houthis were 
gathering and detonated himself 
among them, killing many,” said 
the source.

Ali Aboluhom

SANA'A, Dec. 31—Over 40 judges 
DQG�HPSOR\HHV�RI�WKH�3XEOLF�)XQGV�
Court in the capital Sana’a went on 
strike Wednesday over an armed 
attack on Judge Belal Al-Ruaini.

“We decided to stage this strike 
in a bid to recover respect for 
judges and the rulings reached 
in their courts,” said court 
manager, Mohammad Al-Kiribi, on 
Wednesday.

On Tuesday, Al-Ruaini was 
KHDGLQJ�D�WHDP�VHQW�WR�WKH�)DM�$WWDQ�
neighborhood, in the southeast of 
Sana’a city. The group was in the 
area to delineate a border between 
two litigants who had been to the 
3XEOLF� )XQGV� &RXUW� LQ� D� GLVSXWH�
over land ownership. 

Al-Ruaini told the Yemen Times 

he was sent with a team of legal 
experts to enforce the court’s 
verdict in the case. They arrived to 
¿QG�D�JURXS�RI�DUPHG�PHQ�FODLPLQJ�
to belong to the Houthis and 
refusing to acknowledge the court 
ruling.

“While we were arguing, about 
six pick-up trucks arrived carrying 
PRUH�DUPHG�PHQ��ZKR�RSHQHG�¿UH�
over our heads and threatened to 
kill us if we remained,” Al-Ruaini 
told the Yemen Times.

When the attackers pointed their 
guns directly at the judge and his 
team, they agreed to leave.
)ROORZLQJ� WKH� LQFLGHQW� WKH�

court issued a statement that 
was distributed to the Supreme 
Judicial Council (SJC), the public 
prosecutor, the minister of justice, 
the head of the judiciary club, 

and the minister of interior. The 
statement announces a strike and 
the suspension of all its sessions 
“until the attackers are arrested 
and the judges’ esteem restored.” 

Al-Kiribi said the ruling reached 
by the court was supposed to be 
binding, but, “it has become evident 
that judges and the judiciary have 
been losing their respect since the 
country was plunged into chaos 
over three years ago.”

“We will not go back to work until 
we see a positive response by the 
SJC, the highest judicial institution 
in the country,” he said.

Al-Kiribi sent a letter to the SJC 
on Tuesday stating that the strike 
will continue until the attackers 
are apprehended and made to 
apologize to judge Al-Ruaini and 
his team. 

“We will continue suspending our 
work until we receive a satisfactory 
response from the SJC, otherwise 
we will be on strike until further 
notice,” he added.
0RKDPPHG�6DOHK�$O�0HNOD¿��WKH�

GHSXW\� RI� OHJDO� D̆DLUV� DW� WKH� 6-&��
FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�D�OHWWHU�RI�FRPSODLQW�
had been received from the court 
and that “an appropriate response 
will be made as soon as possible”.

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the 
+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D��
told the Yemen Times that the 
armed group claiming a connection 
to the Houthis were “liars.”

“Ansar Allah [Houthi] popular 
committees do not violate laws and 
rulings. They must have been an 
armed group who tried to defame 
Ansar Allah by such wrongdoings,” 
he added.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Dec. 31—Houthis, also 
known as Ansar Allah, took over 
Raima governorate Monday night 
after violent clashes with armed 
tribesmen in the provincial capital 
of Al-Jabin. 

According to Abdullah Al-
Nimrani, an armed tribesman who 
WRRN�SDUW�LQ�WKH�¿JKWLQJ��WKH�FODVKHV�
on Monday left two dead. “Houthis 
took over all government buildings 
and facilities in the capital,” he 
said. “This includes the federal 
building, and the headquarters of 
the ministries of water, electricity 
and education.”  Qaid Al-Saeed, a 
freelance journalist based in Al-
Jabin, claimed that he witnessed 
Houthis erecting checkpoints both 
inside and at the entrances of the 
city. “Sources have told me that 
Houthis have done the same in 
other cities and districts throughout 
the governorate,” he said. 

The Yemen Times spoke with 
Hassan Al-Amari, deputy governor 
of Raima governorate, who claimed 
that Raima’s governor, Ali Salam 
Al-Khadami, held a meeting with 
Houthi leaders last week, in which 
it was agreed that security forces 
would not confront the Houthis if 
they were to enter the governorate. 
“We had information that Ansar 
Allah was planning to establish 
popular committees in Raima,” he 
said. “It was better that we avoid 

a confrontation.” He added that 
despite the clashes, government 
ṘFHV�ZHUH�VWLOO�RSHQ�DQG�RSHUDWLQJ��
however that armed Houthi popular 
committee members had stationed 
themselves outside the federal 
building in the city’s center. Al-
1LPUDQL� KROGV� D� GL̆HUHQW� YLHZ��
saying that tribes in the area refused 
to be ruled directly by the Houthis. 
Although they have enjoyed a warm 
relationship with the Houthis for 
many decades, “We don’t want 
anyone, whether Houthis or anyone 
else, from outside of Raima ruling 
over us,” he said. “It’s better that 
we control the governorate and 
maintain security. The locals know 
us and we know them.” He claimed 
roughly 250 armed Houthis, coming 
from the governorates of Dhamar 
DQG�6D¶DGD��WRRN�SDUW�LQ�WKH�¿JKWLQJ�
on Monday, which lasted for nearly 
5 hours. According to Al-Nimrani, 
WULEHVPHQ� ZHUH� OHIW� WR� ¿JKW� WKH�
Houthis on their own and did not 
receive any help from local security 
forces. “We informed our contacts 
LQ� WKH� *RYHUQRU¶V� 2̇FH� WKDW� WKH�
Houthis were coming, but they did 
nothing,” he said. 

Abdullah Al-Hajabi, a soldier with 
the Raima Security Department 
within the Ministry of Interior, 
ZLWQHVVHG� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ� LQ� WKH� FLW\�
himself, however claims that neither 
he nor any of his colleagues took part 
or attempted to prevent the Houthis 
from entering the city. “The Houthis 

have set up checkpoints around the 
city and we’re coordinating with 
them,” he said. 

Abu Yahya Al-Dailami, 
the ‘general supervisor’ and 
Houthi representative in Raima 
governorate, told the Yemen 
Times that although Ansar Allah 
has traditionally had a positive 
relationship with the tribes in 
the region, the Houthis had not 
\HW� ṘFLDOO\� DSSRLQWHG� D� SRSXODU�
committee representative in the 
governorate. 

When asked why Houthis chose 
to enter the governorate at this 
particular time, he responded 
that rampant corruption in the 
governorate had gotten out of 
control. As a result, Al-Dailami said, 
a major gas distribution station, 
located in the Kefa region on the 
outskirts of Al-Jabin, had recently 
ceased to operate on a regular basis. 
“We came to monitor government 
facilities and stamp out corruption,” 
he said. 

Qaid Al-Saeed agreed that the 
station had ceased to operate for 
a period of two months following 
the Houthi takeover of Sana’a 
on Sept. 21 and an attack by Al-
Hamdani tribesmen, then allied 
with the Houthis. “The station is 
owned by Mohsen Ali Mohsen, the 
son of Ali Mohsen Ahmar,” he said. 
Ali Mohsen Ahmar is the former 
major general of the now dissolved 
)LUVW�$UPRUHG�'LYLVLRQ� WKDW� IRXJKW�

six separate wars against the 
Houthis between 2004 and 2010. 
“Now they’re saying the plant’s 
administration is corrupt.”

According to Al-Nimrani, “The 
Houthis are using corruption as a 
pretext to take over all of northern 
Yemen. The truth is they’re just 
greedy.”

Abdu Muhammad Al-Wasahali, 
D�+RXWKL�¿JKWHU�IURP�'KDPDU�ZKR�
arrived in Raima on Monday to take 
SDUW� LQ� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ�� VDLG� WKDW� WKH\�
had received orders from Ansar 
Allah’s high leadership, ordering 
them to seize all government 
facilities in Raima and maintain 
security in the streets. Hussein 
Al-Bukhaiti, a prominent Houthi 
PHPEHU�� FRQ¿UPHG� $O�:DVDKDOL¶V�
statement. 

Muhammad Al-Qadi, director of 
Public Relations at the Ministry of 
,QWHULRU�� FRQ¿UPHG� WR� WKH� <HPHQ�
Times that Raima governorate fell 
to the Houthis on Monday, as have 
other governorates before it. He 
added that government and security 
forces in the governorate had been 
cooperating with Ansar Allah in the 
weeks leading up to their arrival on 
Monday. “It was an example of the 
strong cooperating with the weak,” 
he said. “We had no choice.”

Al-Qadi claimed that despite 
the Houthi presence in the city, 
security forces would continue to 
man checkpoints and perform their 
normal job functions. 

Explosion targets Houthi gathering in Ibb
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Dec. 30—Nearly 50 
people were killed and an unknown 
number injured on Tuesday and 
Wednesday in clashes between 
Houthis and armed tribesmen in 
the village of Khubza in Yemen’s Al-
%DLGD� JRYHUQRUDWH��7KH�¿JKWLQJ� IRO-
lowed a failed reconciliation attempt 
agreed upon on Dec. 27.

Abdullah Al-Khubzi, a tribal leader 
in Khubza who took part in the clash-
es, told the Yemen Times that those 
who fought the Houthis were mem-
bers of the Al-Khubzi tribe and for-
PHU�UHVLGHQWV�RI�WKH�YLOODJH�ZKR�ÀHG�
after violence broke out in Rada’a 
district in November. 

“The tribesmen launched an attack 
on the Houthis located inside the vil-
lage at 10p.m. on Tuesday,” he said. 
³+RXVH�WR�KRXVH�¿JKWLQJ�FRQWLQXHG�

until 6a.m. the next day. The Houthis 
called in reinforcements from Rada’a 
city, at which point we withdrew.” 

He claimed that more than 40 
Houthis had been killed, while the 
number of tribesmen killed was no 
more than ten. 

Al-Khubzi claimed the clashes 
came as a result of a failed attempt at 
reconciliation between the Houthis 
and former village residents. 

“On Saturday, 30 sheikhs rep-
resenting various tribes in Rada’a, 
including Al-Khubzi, along with 
Houthi emissaries, met in the home 

of Sheikh Ahmad Abdul Wali Al-
Dhahab, commander of the 139th 
Infantry Brigade in Rada’a city,” he 
said. “It was agreed that the Houthis 
would handover Khubza to Khubzi 
tribesmen on Tuesday and allow the 
139th brigade to protect the village.” 

The handover ceremony was sup-
posed to have taken place in the pres-
ence of the Houthis and tribal lead-
ers at Al-Dhahab’s home Tuesday 
afternoon. However, according to Al-
Khubzi, the Houthis never showed 
up. 

Khubza village fell to the Houthis 
in mid November after a week of 
¿JKWLQJ� ZLWK� $O�4DHGD� LQ� WKH� $UD-
ELDQ� 3HQLQVXOD� �$4$3�� DQG� DOOLHG�
tribes, in which dozens were killed 
and hundreds internally displaced. 

Walid Al-Dailami, a Houthi lead-
HU� EDVHG� LQ� 5DGD¶D� FLW\� FRQ¿UPHG�
that armed tribesmen attacked the 
Houthis in Khubza village on Tues-
day night, and that dozens had been 
killed on both sides, although he 
ZRXOG�QRW�JLYH�VSHFL¿F�QXPEHUV��

He claimed the Houthis did not 
attend the meeting at Al-Dhahab’s 
home on Tuesday because they were 
busy preparing for celebrations to be 
held for the Prophet Mohammad’s 
birthday on Jan. 3. According to Al-
Dailami, the Houthis would hand 
over Khubza to the 139th Infantry 
Brigade after “purging” the village of 
$4$3�VXSSRUWHUV��

Ali Maqsha, director of the Rada’a 

Security Department within the Min-
istry of Interior, claimed that the 
number put forth by Al-Khubzi was 
“closer to reality” than the Houthis’ 
claims. “The Houthis control Rada’a 
district, when we [security forces] 
hear of clashes taking place, we rare-
ly intervene,” he said. “That being 
said, they often lie about the number 
RI�FDVXDOWLHV�WKH\¶YH�VX̆HUHG�´

Abdullah Al-Khubzi, a resident 
still living in Khubza, claimed that no 
more than ten families were left in 
the village. Even in the event that the 
town was handed over to the 139th 
brigade, he was pessimistic that this 

would lead to the calming of ten-
sions. 

“Al-Dhahab is a Houthi sympathiz-
er and everyone knows it,” he said. 
“Houthis will be back pressuring us 
again.” 

Maqsha also claimed in an inter-
view with the Yemen Times that Al-
Dhahab holds pro-Houthi sympa-
thies. 

Al-Dhahab was appointed head of 
the 139th Infantry Brigade based in 
Rada’a on Dec. 8, as part of a series 
of military appointments made by 
President Hadi via Presidential De-
cree 56.
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Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA'A, Dec.30—The In-
GXVWU\� DQG� 7UDGH� 2̇FH� LQ�
$GHQ�VKXW�GRZQ�¿YH�EDNHULHV�
in the governorate’s Sheikh 
Othman and Al-Muala dis-
tricts on Tuesday for violating 
pricing regulations.

“These bakeries were 
caught in violation of the 
weight standards. They make 
thin loaves and sell them to 
customers without adhering 
to regulations,” explained Ab-
dulraoof Mohammed, a mem-
ber of Sheikh Othman’s local 
council. “We’ve issued direc-
tives to all the bakeries, speci-
fying the price and weight of 
all bread they sell,” he added.

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade placed a nation-
wide price limit of YR240 
�������� SHU� NLOR� RI� EUHDG�� LQ�
response to rising domestic 
fuel prices that began in Au-
gust 2014. This was reduced 
WR� <5���� �������� RQ�'HF�� ���
2014 after a drop in interna-
tional fuel prices. However 
due to the transport costs of 
ÀRZHU�� SULFH� OLPLWV� YDU\� UH-
gionally. Yet, none exceed 
YR210 per kilo.

In Aden, the price limit for a 
kilo of bread was set at YR190 
�������� E\� IRUPHU� JRYHUQRU�
Abdulkarim Shaef in October.

In response to these restric-
tions, some bakeries have 
lowered the weight of the 
loaves they sell, said Fadhl 
Swaileh, manager of the Sup-
plies Monitoring Department 
at the governorate’s Trade 
DQG� ,QGXVWU\�2̇FH�� ³)RU� H[-
ample, instead of baking 19 
loaves from one kilo of dough, 
they make 26 loaves.”

Jamal Al-Jadani, a baker 
LQ�$O�5D¿DLQ�%DNHU\� LQ�+DG-
da Street in the capital, says 
there is no excuse to cheat 
customers, regardless of what 
the regulations might be. “In 
the end, the bakeries lose 
when they cheat their custom-
ers. They lose their reputation 
and their clients,” he said.

Tahir Naji, the manager of 
WKH�7UDGH�DQG�,QGXVWU\�2̇FH�
in Al-Muala, told the Yemen 
Times that  the bakeries had 
to be closed because of their 
“dishonest practices.”
³2QH�VDFN�RI�ÀRXU�ZHLJKLQJ�

50 kilos makes 1300 loaves 
of bread. These bakeries are 
making 1700 or 1800 loaves. 
They’re cheating, while hon-

est citizens become the vic-
tims,” said Naji.

According to Swaileh, 
members of the trade and 
LQGXVWU\� ṘFH� FDUU\� RXW� VXU-
prise inspections at bakeries 
to determine whether or not 
they are adhering to regu-
lations. “One kilo of dough 
makes 19 loaves, and 19 
loaves are sold for YR190,” 
explained Swaileh. “We sim-
ply take 19 loaves and weigh 
them—if they weigh one kilo, 
regulations are being met.”

After carrying out inspec-
tions, members of the Trade 
DQG� ,QGXVWU\� 2̇FH� LQ� $GHQ�
UHIHUUHG� WKH� ¿YH� EDNHULHV�
WR� WKH� SURVHFXWRU¶V� ṘFH� LQ�
$GHQ��³7KH�SURVHFXWRU¶V�ṘFH�
closed the bakeries on Tues-
GD\�DIWHU�EHLQJ�QRWL¿HG�´�VDLG�
Naji.

“Some bakery owners have 
no conscience. Their only 
FRQFHUQ� LV� PDNLQJ� D� SUR¿W��
even if it’s at the expense of 
ordinary citizens. I’m really 
pleased with the response 
from the authorities,” said 
Saleh Taher, a local resident 
and a government employee 
in the electricity sector in Al-
Muala.

It is not just a matter of 
principle, says Taher, as un-
scrupulous bakeries create 
D� ¿QDQFLDO� EXUGHQ� IRU� IDPL-
OLHV�GXULQJ�GL̇FXOW�HFRQRPLF�
times. “Instead of eating four 
loaves, I eat two, and instead 
of buying loaves at YR100, I 
pay YR200,” said Taher.

According to a law passed 
in 2000, bakeries are liable to 
EH� ¿QHG� <5������� ������ IRU�
underselling customers.

“If they want to reopen 
their bakeries, they have to 
SD\�D�¿QH��DQG�VLJQ�D�ZULWWHQ�
commitment that they won’t 
UHSHDW�WKH�R̆HQFH�´�VD\V�1DML��
“If they do it again, the bakery 
will lose its license.”

Outside of monitoring 
bread-prices at bakeries, the 
7UDGH� DQG� ,QGXVWU\� 2̇FH�
is tasked with monitoring 
a wide-range of violations 
related to price-controlled 
goods and quality of prod-
ucts. In January and October, 
WKH�7UDGH�DQG�,QGXVWU\�2̇FH�
cited 162 violations in Aden 
governornate, according to 
Swaileh. Violations included 
altering the weight of bread 
loaves, raising the price of gas 
cylinders, and selling expired 
goods.

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Dec. 31²3URPLQHQW�6DOD¿�
cleric Mohammad Al-Wadei was re-
portedly released on Tuesday after 
having been kidnapped on Saturday 
evening in Sana’a.

Al-Wadei is the chairman of the Al-
Sadeeq Charitable Foundation and 
an Imam at the Omar Ibn Al-Khabat 
Mosque, both located in Al-Hasabah. 

Speaking on condition of anonym-
ity, a source from the Al-Sadeeq 
Foundation told the Yemen Times 
that, “Houthis released Al-Wadei on 
Tuesday after meeting with a leading 

6DOD¿� ¿JXUH� ZKR� KDV� JRRG� UHODWLRQ�
with them.” The source refused to re-
YHDO� WKH� QDPH� RI� WKH� 6DOD¿� ¿JXUH� LQ�
question. 

No details of the agreement are 
NQRZQ��EXW� WKH�VRXUFH�ZDV�FRQ¿GHQW�
Al-Wadei would resume his work with 
the Al-Sadeeq Foundation within a 
matter of days.

Al-Wadei was kidnapped on Sat-
urday on Mazda Street near Sana’a’s 
Al-Hasabah neighborhood while 
driving home from the Al-Sadeeq 
Foundation’s headquarters with his 
brother. As of Wednesday afternoon, 
no group has claimed responsibil-

ity for the kidnapping and it remains 
unknown where Al-Wadei was being 
KHOG��:KLOH�D�QXPEHU�RI�6DOD¿�¿JXUHV�
accused the Houthis of having orches-
trated the kidnapping, leading Houthi 
members have refuted the allegations. 
$OL� $O�4DKRRP�� D� PHPEHU� RI�

WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH�� VDLG� RQ�
Wednesday that he had not heard 
about the release of Al-Wadei. His 
colleague, Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, 
said he had only heard about the kid-
napping through media outlets, but 
was also unaware of his release.

Al-Wadei is also a member of the 
Yemeni Ulama Association, a promi-

QHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�6DOD¿�DQG�,VODKL�
scholars chaired by well-known cleric 
Abdulmajeed Al-Zindani. The associ-
ation was vocal in its opposition to the 
Houthis’ takeover of Sana’a on Sept. 
21, and has since remained critical of 
the movement. 
0XUDG�$O�4DGDVL�� FKDLUPDQ� RI� WKH�

6DOD¿� 3HDFH� DQG� 'HYHORSPHQW� 3DU-
ty, and a fellow member of the Ye-
meni Ulama Association, stated the 
Houthis had released Al-Wadei. He 
refused to reveal further details, say-
ing, “There is an agreement between 
+RXWKLV�DQG�OHDGLQJ�6DOD¿�¿JXUHV�QRW�
to talk about this issue.”

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Dec. 30—One security 
guard was killed and another injured 
in two bank robberies launched si-
multaneously in the city of Al-Shehr 
in Hadramout governorate at 10a.m. 
on Tuesday. According to security 
sources, the assailants stole a total of 
<5��P� ����������� IURP� WKH� &RRS-
erative and Agriculture Credit Bank 
�&$&��DQG�$O�7DGDPRQ�,VODPLF�%DQN�
�7,%�� EUDQFKHV�� ERWK� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH�
city center. 

A statement published on the Min-
istry of Defense’s website claimed 
WKDW�<5��PQ� � �����������KDG�EHHQ�
stolen from CAC, while YR20m 
����������ZDV� VWROHQ� IURP�7,%��$F-
cording to Mohammad Gharma, 
director of the Public Relations and 
Guidance Department at the Ministry 
of Interior, three vehicles each carry-
ing around eight assailants armed 
with AK-47’s, RPGs and Dushkas at-
tacked both banks simultaneously. 

Two cars arrived at the CAC bank, 
with the assailants killing one of the 
bank’s guards, he said, while the 
second attacked TIB, shooting and 
injuring one of its guards. Although 
the identity of the attackers was yet 
to be determined on Wednesday af-
ternoon, Gharma said the attack bore 
WKH�PDUNLQJV�RI�$O�4DHGD�LQ�WKH�$UD-
ELDQ� 3HQLQVXOD� �$4$3��� ³,QYHVWLJD-
tions into the identity and location 

of the attackers are 
ongoing and secu-
rity personnel are 
on high alert,” he 
added.  

M o h a m m a d 
Ahmad Bahadad, 
a resident of Al-
Shehr city, claimed 
that in recent 
weeks locals have 
repeatedly seen and 
ZLWQHVVHG� $4$3�
patrols driving 
through the city, 
shouting jihadist 
slogans. “They’ve 
been mobilizing for 
quite some time,” 
he said. “It was 
PRVW�OLNHO\�$4$3�´

As of Wednesday 
DIWHUQRRQ�� $4$3�
has not claimed re-
sponsibility for the 
two bank robberies. 

Hadramout gover-
norate has long been 
NQRZQ� IRU� KDYLQJ� D� VWURQJ� $4$3�
presence. In August 2014, videos 
VXUIDFHG�RQOLQH�RI�$4$3�¿JKWHUV�WDN-
LQJ�RYHU�WKH�WRZQ�RI�$O�4DWDQ�LQ�WKH�
eastern portion of the governorate. 
9LGHRV�DOVR�VKRZHG�$4$3�PHPEHUV�
raiding and stealing money from a 
ORFDO� EDQN� LQ� $O�4DWDQ�� ZKLFK� WKH�
group claimed would be redistribut-

ed amongst the local population. 
The Yemen Times made repeated 

calls to representatives from both 
banks, but received no response. Ac-
FRUGLQJ� WR�0RKDPPDG�$O�4DKRRP��
Editor in Chief of the Saddah news 
agency, which operates out of and 
focuses almost exclusively on news 
from Al-Shehr district, both banks 

remain closed and have not been 
UH�RSHQHG�� $O�4DKRRP� FODLPHG� WKH�
amount of money reported stolen by 
the Ministry of Defense was an un-
derstatement. “I arrived at the scene 
just after the attacks took place, and 
was told by employees that the true 
amount stolen was much higher,” he 
said.

Fighting renews in Khubza village 

3URPLQHQW�6DOD¿�FOHULF�UHOHDVHG�LQ�6DQD¶D

2QH�NLOOHG�DQG�PLOOLRQV�VWROHQ�LQ�GRXEOH�
EDQN�UREEHU\�LQ�+DGUDPRXW�

Government 
VKXWV�GRZQ�
¿YH�EDNHULHV�
LQ�$GHQ

Fighting broke out in Al-Baida’s Khubza village following a failed recon-
ciliation agreement on Dec. 27. 

Since Dec. 8, 2014, the Ministry of Industry and Trade has 
placed a cap on the price of a kilo of bread at YR210 ($.097).

$4$3�PHPEHUV�DUH�VXVSHFWHG�RI�KDYLQJ�FDUULHG�RXW�WKH�UREEHULHV��DPLG�FRQÀLFWLQJ�UH-
ports about how much money was taken in the raids. 
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URGENTLY NEEDED!
Al Manal Inv. Co. Ltd. is in need of the following;

Service Crew
Restaurant Supervisor

Requirements:

Aged 18 Upwards
Physically fit
Well spoken
Of smart appearance
Clean and hygienic (particularly to hands, face 
and hair)
Literate and numerate
Outgoing, confident and lively
Able to work under pressure
Able to work with a Team
Flexible

Interested applicant please send your CV to;

info.funcitysanaa@gmail.com

Bassam Al-Khameri

S ana'a University stu-
dents hoping that the 
withdrawal of armed 
Houthis from campus 
spelled the end of arms 

on campus have been sorely dis-
appointed and have resumed pro-
tests—this time against state secu-
rity forces. 

Students have been protesting 
the presence of armed men on cam-
pus since March 2009, when a dis-
pute between a student and a guard 
left Saleh Hatim, the student, dead. 
The quarrel started when the guard 
would not let the student drive his 
vehicle into campus, and escalated. 
Students renewed their protests 
in 2011, when soldiers of the now-
dissolved First Armored Division 
took control of the university dur-
ing Yemen's Arab Spring uprising 
and turned it into military barracks. 

A week following the Sept. 21 
takeover of the capital by Houthis, 
an armed Shia-Zaydi group tradi-
tionally based in Yemen's northern 
governorate of Sa'ada, the campus 
of Sana'a University was yet again 
patrolled by armed men. And again 
students took to the streets on 
and around campus to protest the 
armed Houthi presence there. 

Grievances against the Houthis 

ranged from their mere presence—
on principle, students don't want 
any arms on campus—to accusa-
tions against the movement of ha-
rassment. 

“Houthis at the campus told me 
to put on an abaya [a long, black 
gown worn over clothing] like my 
female colleagues. I told them it 
was none of their business, and 
they then threatened to strip me 
naked if I did not comply,” said Ra-
VKD�$EGXOND¿��D�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQW�
who wears a long coat that reaches 
the top of her knees.  

 These days, students arriving at 
campus are met with armed secu-
rity personnel from the Public Se-
curity Forces, which fall under the 
orders of the Ministry of Interior.

The Houthis agreed to withdraw 
from campus on Dec. 10, follow-
ing weekly protests by students. In 
a theatric move, they laid all their 
guns on the ground that day, sig-
naling their compliance with the 
students' demands.

"We were at the university to pro-
tect students against any attacks 
and also to make sure the educa-
tional process runs smoothly,” Ali 
Abdulrahman, a member of the 
Houthi popular committee that 
was tasked to guard the gates of the 
university, told the Yemen Times in 
December. “However, we decided 

to leave after several protests by 
the students. The university's presi-
dency should take responsibility 
[for security].”

The students demanded that the 
university hire private, unarmed 
security to protect the campus.

On Dec. 10, the same day the 
Houthis agreed to withdraw, Sana'a 
University signed a contract with 
Stallion Security and Safety Ser-
YLFHV� /WG�� D� SULYDWH� VHFXULW\� ¿UP��
according to Khaled Obadi, the op-
HUDWLRQV� ṘFHU� DW� 6WDOOLRQ��*XDUGV�
from the private company were 
present on campus the following 
day. 

 Students rejoiced at the victory, 
but it was short-lived. 

"We thought our demands for 
QRQ�JRYHUQPHQW� ḊOLDWHG� VHFXULW\�
ZDV�¿QDOO\�PHW�DQG� � WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�
move on to press for other demands, 
including urgent elections for the 
Sana'a University Students Union,” 
said Mohammed Abdulmoghni, a 
member of the coordinating com-
mittee of the Student Movement to 
Reject the Presence of Armed Men. 

Three days after private, un-
armed guards were placed at the 
¿YH� HQWUDQFHV� WR� 6DQD
D� 8QLYHU-
sity, they were removed from their 
posts and placed inside the cam-
pus. Armed security forces from the 
Public Security Force now guard 

the gates to the campus. 
“We want neither armed militias 

nor soldiers at campus. We have 
been saying this since 2009, but 
nothing has happened,” Abdulmo-
hgni added. 

The decision to relocate private 
guards from the gates to inside 
campus came after Sana'a Uni-
versity President Abdulhakeem 
Al-Sharjabi met with Sana'a Secu-
rity Chief Abdulrazaq Al-Ashwal on 
Dec. 11, a day after the university 
signed a contract with Stallion. Ac-
cording to the state-run Saba News 
Agency, the outcome of the meeting 
was that security personnel would 
now guard the entrances to the uni-
versity. 

"The security apparatus has a 
responsibility to protect students, 
and this action falls under that 
mandate,” Saba reported Al-Ashw-
al as saying.

The Yemen Times asked the Stal-
lion representative, Obadi, why the 
university initially agreed to place 
private guards at the entrances, 
only to withdraw them and place 
them inside.

Obadi said that main entrances 
of government institutions should 
be guarded by soldiers or police, 

not private security. He declined to 
answer further questions about the 
initial agreement. 

The Yemen Times made repeated 
DWWHPSWV� WR� FRQWDFW� WKH� ṘFH� RI�
the university's president. Phone 
calls were not returned. A Yemen 
7LPHV� UHSRUWHU� ZHQW� WR� WKH� ṘFH��
EXW�WKH�FOHULFDO�VWD̆�ZHUH�RQ�VWULNH�
demanding higher salaries. 

The sheikh and local community 
leader of the neighborhood, Lutf 
Abdulaziz Awad, speculated that 
the guards were removed because 
students are more likely to respect 
soldiers and listen to their instruc-
tions, and that managing that many 
VWXGHQWV�ZDV� WRR�GL̇FXOW�RI�D� WDVN�
for the private guards. 

"Yemenis show more respect for 
people in military uniform and also 
feel safe when they see them man-
aging the security situation," Awad 
said. 

They're back
There's another twist to the story 
of who is guarding Sana'a Univer-
VLW\²VWXGHQWV� DQG� VWD̆�DOOHJH� WKDW�
the Houthis are back on campus. 

Two Stallion guards stationed 
near the College of Economics at 
the university said they and their 

colleagues work daily—except Fri-
days—from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

"All students leave by 5 p.m. and 
so do we,” said one of the guards, 
who declined to be named. “The 
university has its own internal se-
curity and security force and this 
force replaces us when we leave at 
5 p.m. 

Students say that this “inter-
nal security force” is actually the 
Houthis. The guards declined to 
provide any more details. 

“It's the same Houthi gunmen 
who used to guard the university's 
gates. They haven't withdrawn, 
they return after 5 p.m,” said Ab-
dulmoghni. Adel Haza, a professor 
in the Engineering College of the 
XQLYHUVLW\�� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� PDQ\�
of the men guarding the campus 
after 5 p.m. are the same Houthis 
who guarded the campus before 
the Houthis announced their with-
drawal. 
�:H� SDVV� VR� PDQ\� ṘFLDO� DQG�

XQṘFLDO� FKHFNSRLQWV� WKURXJKRXW�
the city, but we don't want to see 
them inside the campus. We want 
to see private security guards and 
we want to feel that the university 
isn't involved in the political con-
ÀLFW���VDLG�+D]D�

Sana’a University says: Enough!
Student protests against armed security forces date back to 2009

6WXGHQWV�VD\�WKH\�SDVV�WKURXJK�VR�PDQ\�RI¿FLDO�DQG�XQRI¿FLDO�FKHFNSRLQWV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FLW\��WKH\�GR�
QRW�ZDQW�WR�VHH�DQ\�LQVLGH�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�FDPSXV�

6HFXULW\�RQ�FDPSXV�KDV�FKDQJHG�KDQGV�EHWZHHQ�JRYHUQPHQW�IRUFHV��DUPHG�+RXWKLV��DQG�SULYDWH�VHFXULW\�
¿UPV���
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Houthis paint 
the town green

The Houthis have yet to make good on their agreement to 
withdraw militias, despite the formation of a new govern-
ment. The celebrations of the prophet’s birthday, which is 
considered blasphemous by many Sunnis, have become 
bolder over the past three years. This year, the Houthis 
are displaying their power by their very public celebration. 
Streamers in the photo above line the street by the Big 
Mosque in the Old City. The mosque is one of the oldest 
standing mosques in Islam. 

Commercializing the prophet: A man sells signs, banners, 
stickers and other memorabilia for upcoming commemora-
tions. Ali Shake, a motor-taxi driver: “[Yemenis now] cel-
ebrate valentine’s day and Christmas. There is no better 
celebration than the prophet’s birthday.”

Outside of Bab Al-Yemen. Rumors that the Houthis had 
painted the gates green are untrue. In the photo, above, a 
man sells decorations for the upcoming event. 

Vehicle on Al-Dairy Street painted green with the Houthi 
slogan plastered on the door. 

´,�WKLQN�FDOOV�IRU�VXFK�FHOHEUDWLRQV�FDUU\�D�SROLWLFDO�VLJQLÀ-
cance, rather than a religious one,” said an English profes-
sor who asked to have his name withheld. 

The banner above, hung in the Old City, says: “Moham-
med is God’s messenger and those who believe in him are 
strict when dealing with the disbelievers, but are merciful 
when dealing with one another.”

This vehicle on Al-Diary Street had government plates, in-
dicating it is a government vehicle. Painted on the vehicle: 
“Mohammed is God’s messenger.”

According to a Sana’a University media student, Al-Karar 
Al-Marani, “[The] prophet taught us the true value of a hu-
man being, we all must be proud of our prophet. His birth 
changed our lives for ever.”

Yasser Rayes

T
he political and secu-
rity breakdown following 
the 2011 uprising left a 
vacuum of power in the 
country. Since the upris-

ing, the Houthis have been consolidat-
ing power, starting with the seizure 
of more and more land in the north 
of Yemen. Their expansion reached 
Yemen’s capital, Sana’a, on Sept. 
21, and they have effectively been in 
charge ever since—setting up check-
points, taking over public institutions 
and signing an agreement with the 
government, pledging to withdraw their 
armed militias once a new government 
was formed. In the photo on the left, 
the dome of a mosque in Sana’a’s 
historic Old City is painted green, in 
preparation for the prophet’s birthday. 
The move is considered provocative by 
many, and has even been denounced 
by some Houthis who fear the painting 
of the dome will stock sectarian con-
ÀLFW��

A roundabout in 
front of Sana’a uni-

versity. Inscribed on 
the monument—now 

covered in green 
ribbon—is a say-

ing of the Prophet 
Mohammed: “Faith 
is Yemeni, wisdom 

is Yemeni.

A vehicle in the neighborhood surrounding Sana’a Univer-
sity is painted green, in preparation for celebrations. 



Story and photos by
Khalid Al-Karimi 

W
alking into 

Queens Shop, 

Lena Ahmed, 

34, can be found 

sitting at the 

storefront awaiting customers. Not 

wearing the face-covering niqab, 

it becomes clear she is a Yemeni 

woman. There are passersby who 

might object to it, but Lena, who 

is originally from Taiz, says she is 

proud to be managing a business on 

her own. When she accepted the po-

sition four months ago, her family 

was hesitant. “I don’t feel like I am 

doing anything wrong, though. I am 

convinced that not every tradition 

or custom is right,” she said. 

Lena is not the only one at Queens 

Shop defying expectations, for the 

EXVLQHVV�LV�RZQHG�DQG�¿QDQFHG�E\�D�
Yemeni woman as well. Bushra Al-

Kibsi, 40, opened her shop in June 

2013. Located on Al-Dairy Street 

in the capital Sana’a, Queens Shop 

deals in women’s clothing, accesso-

ries, perfumes, and cosmetics. 

Bushra holds a degree in com-

merce from the University of 

Sana’a and has wanted to open her 

own shop ever since graduating in 

1992. “I wanted to increase my in-

come and be self-dependent, and I 

thought starting my own business 

was the best way to do it,” she said. 

Bushra began working in the cap-

LWDO¶V�(GXFDWLRQ�2̇FH�DIWHU�XQLYHU-
sity, and with the help of her fam-

ily she was eventually able to save 

enough money to start her business 

without taking a loan. She has no 

intention of leaving her current po-

sition, which is why she hired Lena 

to manage the business for her, al-

though she regularly checks in on 

the shop. 

Lena received a diploma in busi-

ness administration in 2006, and 

hopes to follow in Bushra’s steps 

and one day open a business of her 

own. “I feel I am on the right path 

towards realizing bigger goals. With 

my determination and the support 

of my husband, who is a biology 

teacher, my ambition will not stop. 

I don’t just want to change myself, 

I want to help improve my entire 

society.”

Radfan Abdulhabib, Lena’s hus-

band, says he encourages his wife 

to be successful in her business. “I 

don’t think work is only for men. I 

support her working and I want her 

to realize her dreams. Our life is in-

terdependent, and cooperation be-

tween us is indispensable,” he said. 

Looking around the shop, Lena 

estimates that the products on of-

fer could be worth over two million 

Yemeni Ryals ($9300). “Our tak-

ings are not always the same, it var-

ies from one day to another. Sales 

could reach YR100.000 ($500) in 

one day, but sometimes the whole 

day passes and I’ve sold nothing.”

Divided reactions
Accustomed to dealing only with 

men in shops, Sana’anis have dif-

IHUHQW� UHDFWLRQV� WR� ¿QGLQJ� D�ZRP-

DQ�OLNH�/HQD�VHUYLQJ�WKHP��³'L̆HU-
ent kinds of customers come to our 

store. Some express their surprise 

or congratulate me. Others say I 

am not a Yemeni. I don’t care about 

the negative criticism because not 

everyone holds the same opinion,” 

says Lena.  

6XUSULVHG� WR� ¿QG� DQ� XQYHLOHG�
woman running a business and 

negotiating with customers, some 

assume Lena is not from Yemen 

because it is generally foreign wom-

en—particularly Filipino and Afri-

can women—who feel at liberty to 

take on the role. 

Fatima Mohammed is an Ethio-

pian woman who owns a shoe store 

in the capital, which she has been 

running for three years. “It is not 

shameful for me to work. In my 

country, many women work and 

they are not criticized by their fami-

lies for it,” she said. “Just as men 

have to work, so do women, they 

DUH�QR�GL̆HUHQW�� ,W� LV�QRW� WKH�VDPH�
in Yemen, not everyone thinks a 

women should be working.” 

Another shop owner from Ethio-

pia, who declined to give her name, 

explained that she is working be-

FDXVH�VKH�¿QGV�EHLQJ� MREOHVV�PRUH�
shameful. “It is not bad to work—it 

is bad to beg. In our culture, wom-

en should work and help the man. 

Making a living is not only a man’s 

job,” she said.

Fatima says she and others like 

her are spared the criticism that 

working Yemeni women receive be-

cause they are not held to the same 

standards. 

Lena admits that some of her cus-

tomers can be “disrespectful” and 

think they can take advantage of her 

because she is a woman. She says 

men will enter the shop and try to 

deceive her because they think she 

can’t haggle over prices like a man. 

Nonetheless, Lena says most of 

her customers are respectful, and 

that she has never been harassed. 

There are also men who are openly 

supportive of her.

Sultan Abdulhamid, who works 

in a laundry shop next door to Lena, 

thinks she does a great job and is 

not against the idea of women en-

tering the formal economy. “We live 

LQ�GL̆HUHQW�WLPHV��DQG�ZRPHQ�QHHG�
to work beside their men. Coopera-

tion helps stabilize family life,” he 

said.

Jamal Shahir, a resident of Sana’a 

who was passing by Queens Shop, 

said he would prefer his wife shop-

ping at a business like Bushra’s. 

“Women feel more comfortable 

when dealing with a saleswoman, 

and I would feel more secure when 

my wife goes shopping, too,” he 

said. “These initiatives also give 

women the opportunity to work. I 

don’t think it’s shameful if a woman 

works and depends on herself.”

Nadia Ahmed, a recent graduate 

and regular customer at Queens 

Shop, says she was drawn to the 

shop because she saw a woman in 

charge of it. “I prefer to come to a 

shop like this, I feel more comfort-

able negotiating prices with her,” 

she said.

Um Ali, a school teacher in 

Sana’a, says it is particularly grati-

fying to deal with a saleswoman 

when buying clothes. “Having my 

dress measured is comfortable in 

Lena’s presence. It could never be 

the same with a salesman.” 

According to Um Ali, some hus-

bands prefer not to send their wives 

to public markets, and she says the 

Queens shop is, “a destination for 

those highly conservative spouses.” 

Tradition and circumstance
While more conservative elements 

of society might be opposed to the 

idea of women entering the labor 

market or running their own busi-

nesses, Um Ali’s observation raises 

an interesting paradox. Attempts to 

categorize public opinion into two 

camps—one informed by religion 

and adverse to female emancipa-

tion, the other secular and progres-

sive—may be misguided. Indeed, 

Bushra describes her father as a 

deeply pious man, and he has been 

very supportive of her business ven-

ture. 

Recent decades have seen a large 

increase in the number of women 

entering the formal economy on 

a global scale, but countries in the 

Middle East and North Africa are 

lagging far behind. According to a 

2013 World Bank report on gender 

inequality and development, over 

50 percent of the female population 

aged 15 and above are participat-

ing in labor markets in every other 

region of the world, but the corre-

VSRQGLQJ�¿JXUH�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�
and North Africa is 25.2 percent. In 

<HPHQ��LW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�MXVW�¿YH�
percent of women are involved in 

the country’s formal economy. 

It is easy to assume that tradition 

or social customs explain this lag, 

but there is often more involved. 

“Not surprisingly,” the World Bank 

report reads, “the lowest participa-

WLRQ�UDWHV�DUH� LQ� IUDJLOH�RU�FRQÀLFW�
D̆HFWHG� VWDWHV� VXFK�DV� ,UDT��3DOHV-
tinian Territories, and the Republic 

of Yemen.” 

If we consider female-owned 

EXVLQHVVHV� VSHFL¿FDOO\�� %XVKUD� LV�
not quite the anomaly she might 

seem in Sana’a. Only about ten 

SHUFHQW� RI� ¿UPV� LQ� <HPHQ� DUH� IH-

male-owned, but World Bank data 

(Enterprise Surveys 2003-2006) 

suggests that the number of busi-

nesses owned by individual males 

and individual females is almost 

equal, and that most women in Ye-

PHQ�RZQ�WKHLU�¿UPV�LQGLYLGXDOO\��
It is also worth noting that less 

WKDQ�KDOI� RI� ¿UPV�� ERWK�PDOH�� DQG�
female-owned, are found in capital 

cities, and that in Yemen female-

RZQHG� ¿UPV� DUH� VLJQL¿FDQWO\� OHVV�
likely to be located in the capital.

The data does not reveal how 

many female owners manage their 

own businesses, but it does show 

WKDW� IHPDOH�RZQHG� ¿UPV� DUH�PRUH�
likely to employ women at profes-

sional and managerial levels. 

While Bushra and Lena say they 

are managing to keep the business 

DÀRDW��WKH\�DGPLW�LW�FDQ�EH�GL̇FXOW�
at times. It is not for a lack of family 

support or because of society’s ex-

pectations, however. It is rather to 

do with the shop’s location and the 

current security situation. 

“We are located on Al-Dairy 

Street, a place notorious for sporad-

ic marches and protests. The shop is 

not in a busy area like Jamal Street 

or Hael Street,” explained Lena. 

“The general security situation has 

also made people economical and 

more focused on meeting their ba-

sic needs,” she added.  

The fact that Bushra imports her 

garments from Turkey and Amer-

ica, where she has relatives, also 

PDNHV�EXVLQHVV�GL̇FXOW�EHFDXVH�WKH�
prices are higher than usual. “Some 

FXVWRPHUV� ZDQW� PRUH� D̆RUGDEOH�
things, or they are unable to spend 

RQ�GUHVVHV� RI� ¿QHU� TXDOLW\�� ,� WKLQN�
we should provide dresses that suit 

everyone’s budget,” said Lena. 

Bushra and Lena run a business 

that is tied into a global economy 

DQG� LV� H̆HFWHG� E\� HYHQWV�QHDU� DQG�
far. A minority of women in Yemen 

are involved in the formal econo-

my, and businesses like the Queen 

Shop help address the imbalance. 

Whether the biggest obstacles lie in 

tradition or circumstance, however, 

remains an open question, but it is 

clear that economic and political in-

stability will need to subside before 

D�UHDO�FKDQJH�FDQ�EH�H̆HFWHG��

5Business
B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWA R D 1 January, 2015

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

  

 
 

  

Defying the expected:

Yemeni women in the formal economy

0DQDJLQJ�D�VKRS�PDNHV�/HQD�$KPHG�IHHO�¿QDQFLDOO\�LQGHSHQGHQW�DQG�KHOSV�KHU�VXSSRUW�KHU�IDPLO\��EXW�
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The risk of 
sectarianism

The Houthis have ordered 
the doors of shops paint-
ed green in Ibb for the 
birthday of the Prophet 
Mohammed, and have 

painted parts of Sana’a’s Old City 
green, too—including a number of 
historic mosques. The move may 
be seen as a show of power by the 
Houthis, who only a few years ago 
had to settle for more restrained and 
private commemorations. By order-
ing all shop owners regardless of 
religious sect to paint their doors, 
the Houthis are asking for sectarian 
tensions in a country that has histori-
cally had very few. 

Should sectarianism increase, it 
would in part be a reaction to this 
ÀH[LQJ� RI� +RXWKL� PXVFOH�� %XW� KLV-
tory did not start on Sept. 21, and to 
understand the Houthis’ behavior, it 
is necessary to go back to their days 
of political, economic and religious 
marginalization. 

The Houthis had legitimate griev-
ances against the government of 
$OL� $EGXOODK� 6DOHK�� ZKR� IRXJKW� VL[�
wars against the armed rebel group 
between 2004 and 2010. Ongoing 
¿JKWLQJ� QRW� RQO\� EOHG� WKH� FRXQWU\�
RI� LWV� WUHDVXU\�� EXW� OHIW� D� VLJQL¿FDQW�
humanitarian crisis in its wake. The 
DUHD� ZDV� R̆�OLPLWV� WR� MRXUQDOLVWV��
VR� WKH� DFWXDO� WROO� RI� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ� LQ�
Sa’ada is still unclear. The govern-
ment is still scrambling for funds to 
help civilians rebuild houses and ag-
ricultural infrastructure that was de-
stroyed years ago, so that displaced 
IDPLOLHV�FDQ�¿QDOO\�UHWXUQ�KRPH�

The Houthis are part of a Zaydi 
branch of Shia Islam, and, whatever 
popular support their movement 
may have garnered, they remain a 
religious minority in Yemen. Their 
stated goal of the past decade—more 
autonomy for Yemen’s northern re-
gion, was partly the reesult of the 
PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ� WKH\� VX̆HUHG� XQGHU�
the Saleh government. It was this 
marginalization and the killing of the 
group’s leader, a dissident cleric, in 
2004 that strengthened the move-
ment’s resolve. 

After years of oppression, the 
Houthis are on a power trip and ap-
pear to be insensitive to the threat of 
sectarianism—something Al-Qaeda 
has already begun using to good ef-
IHFW�� $QG� GHVSLWH� WKHLU� EHVW� H̆RUWV��
Islah has not yet been politically neu-
tralized. The Houthis risk pushing 
some Islahis into Al-Qaeda’s arms. 

Douglas Garrison
Muftah.org
First published Dec.30

In the following article Omar Ould Dedde 
O. Hammady and Michael Meyer-Re-
sende, both constitutional lawyers and, 
respectively, the Libya country director 
and the executive director at Democracy 
Reporting International (DRI), shed cru-
cial light on Libya’s continuing political 
turmoil. The authors highlight the criti-
cal need for reinvigorated “institution-
building” in Libyan politics in order for 
some semblance of stability to return to 
the fractured state. This opinion piece 
originally appeared in Sada, the online 
journal of the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace Middle East Pro-
gram, on Dec. 18. An excellent companion 
DUWLFOH��³7KH�6WUXJJOH�WR�'H¿QH�1RUPDO�LQ�
3RVW�*DGGD¿� /LE\D´� E\� (OL]DEHWK� $OODQ��
appeared in Muftah the same day.

Libya’s civil war has destroyed 
most of the nascent state in-
stitutions that emerged after 
the fall of Muammar Qad-
GD¿��$V�VXFK��WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�

Drafting Assembly (CDA) is the remaining 
institution whose democratic legitimacy 
faces least dispute. However, internal ten-
VLRQV�DQG�H[WHUQDO�SUHVVXUHV�FRXOG�GHVWUR\�
this institution too, lowering the possibil-
ity of negotiating a new political order in 
Libya.

The Supreme Court’s dissolution of the 
House of Representatives on Nov. 6, 2014 
sent shockwaves through the national and 
international community. Even though its 
legitimacy was disputed, there was hope 
that a deal could be forged to restore its 
credibility and make it a key actor in peace-
making. In a very practical way, the dis-
solution of the House of Representatives 
has put the CDA more into the limelight, 
particularly in the eyes of the international 
community. The increasing focus on the 
CDA has created tensions within the body, 
which until now tried to maintain cohe-
sion by keeping its distance from political 
polarization that is now taking the form of 
competing claims for legitimacy between 
two governments.

On a legal level, the Supreme Court’s 
reasoning could be seen to undermine 
WKH� &'$� DQG� RSHQ� WKH� GRRU� WR� MXGLFLDO�
challenges against it. Originally, the CDA 
was tasked to complete its work within 

120 days. Since the CDA started its work 
on April 21, 2014, that deadline would 
KDYH� H[SLUHG� LQ� $XJXVW� ������ +RZHYHU��
in March this year Libya’s parliament 
amended the constitutional declaration, 
which set the framework for the post-
4DGGD¿�SHULRG�� LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�IRUWK-
coming House of Representatives would 
provide democratic representation dur-
ing an eighteen-month transitional period 
until the new constitution was adopted. 
This amendment was seen to implicitly 
H[WHQG�WKH�&'$¶V�GHDGOLQH�IURP�����GD\V�
to eighteen months. The recent Supreme 
Court decision declared the amendment 
to be unconstitutional, meaning that the 
legal basis for the House of Representa-
WLYHV�GLVDSSHDUHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�H[WHQGHG�
timeframe.

Technically the CDA could be seen as 
operating after the original deadline, but 
it is up for debate whether missing the old 
deadline invalidates the CDA’s legal basis 
or not. The best argument the assembly 
can now make against possible challenges 
to its legality and legitimacy is that, in a 
FRQWH[W�RI�JURZLQJ�DQDUFK\��WKH�DVVHPEO\�
has a strong democratic mandate, and 
that from now on it will determine its own 
timelines and adopt all acts that are neces-
VDU\�IRU�WKH�IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�LWV�WDVNV�

Yet the perception of its legitimacy 
ZLOO�DOVR�EH�D̆HFWHG�E\�WKH�&'$¶V�SHUIRU-
mance. It will be more accepted if it can 
VKRZ� LWV� DELOLW\� WR� ¿QG� FRPPRQ� JURXQG�
between rival groups and present tangible 
progress in its original task of negotiat-
ing a new constitution. However, the CDA 
IDFHV�H[WHUQDO�SUHVVXUHV�IURP�/LE\D¶V�FRP-
peting parliaments in Tripoli and Tobruk, 
their political stakeholders, and from the 
SXEOLF��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�ZHHNV��
both the General National Congress (GNC) 
in Tripoli and the House of Representa-
tives in Tobruk requested an update on 
the progress of the CDA’s work—but any 
reports the CDA makes to either the GNC 
or the House of Representatives risk being 
interpreted as recognizing one parliament 
over the other.

In addition, the CDA is threatened by 
growing rifts within, with some members 
leaning more toward one camp or the oth-
HU�LQ�/LE\D¶V�FRQÀLFW��7KH�PHPEHUV�DQG�WKH�
presidency are debating their respective 
competencies and the degree to which the 
CDA’s presidency can speak for the assem-
bly as a whole. The presidency was eager 
to publish some concrete results, such as 

D�¿UVW�GUDIW�RI�WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�E\�WKH�HQG�
of December, as previously promised. It is 
now more likely that, in light of the pace of 
the assembly’s progress, it will only be in a 
SRVLWLRQ�WR�UHOHDVH�¿UVW�FRQFOXVLRQV�RQ�WKH�
main constitutional questions.

The pressure is understandable: the 
&'$�KDV� WR� MXVWLI\� LWV�XVHIXOQHVV� DQG�H[-
istence to avoid appearing as a mere relic 
of a failed transition. Yet many CDA mem-
bers feel that they are still far from being 
DEOH�WR�SUHVHQW�¿UVW�FRQFOXVLRQV��,Q�PRUH�
stable countries, constitution making of-
ten takes one or two years. Given the se-
curity situation in Libya and that the CDA 
is a collective, deliberative body, these 
members do not want to be steamrolled 
by their presidency or by the public into 
publishing something that they consider 
premature.

Both perspectives are reasonable: al-
though the CDA has to give people con-
¿GHQFH� WKDW� LW� ZLOO� GHOLYHU²DQG� ZLOO�
FRPPXQLFDWH� PRUH� H̆HFWLYHO\� ZLWK� WKH�
public—at the same time, a rushed process 
RI�SXEOLVKLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWKRXW�VẊFLHQW�
consensus in the CDA would be a pyrrhic 
victory. The most important priority for 
Libyans and the international community 
alike is to give CDA members the space to 
GLVFXVV�WKHLU�GL̆HUHQFHV�VR�WKH\�FDQ�FRPH�
to a common understanding, based on suf-
¿FLHQW� GLVFXVVLRQ� DQG�GHEDWH�� DV� VRRQ� DV�
possible. They will need this space in the 

short term to present concrete results by 
the end of December, as well as in the long 
term toward completion of a draft. Such 
a scenario would also show that the CDA 
FDQ� RYHUFRPH� GL̆HUHQFHV� WKURXJK� QHJR-
tiations, setting an important precedent in 
a polarized Libya.

The CDA has the potential to play a role 
in returning peace to Libya. After all, it 
is the democratically elected body tasked 
WR�¿QG�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�VROXWLRQV� WR�/LE\D¶V�
PDMRU� SUREOHPV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� PDQDJH-
ment of oil resources, decentralization, 
minority rights, the role of religion, and 
the system of government. As a sover-
eign body, it can address the long-term 
questions that are central to negotiating 
peace between the many groups involved 
LQ� /LE\D¶V� ¿JKWLQJ�� 7KH� FKDOOHQJH� QRZ� LV�
to keep the CDA insulated from the deep-
ening divisions, while leveraging the out-
come of these constitutional negotiations 
for establishing a lasting order. Libya still 
has the advantage of a rule-based process 
based on a democratic mandate. If it fails, 
it will pile more unresolved issues onto fu-
ture peace negotiations.

Republished with permission from Muf-
tah.org
This article originally appeared on Muf-
tah.org. Follow Muftah on Twitter @
MuftahOrg.

Saeed Al Batati
aljazeera.com
First published Dec. 28

A V� ¿JKWLQJ� EHWZHHQ� <HPHQ¶V�
ZDUULQJ� JURXSV� LQWHQVL¿HG��
the recent clashes between 
+RXWKL� ¿JKWHUV� DQG� $O�4DH-
da in the Arabian Peninsula 

(AQAP) could turn into a wider sectarian 
FRQÀLFW��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�DQDO\VWV�

On Saturday night clashes erupted be-
WZHHQ� +RXWKL� ¿JKWHUV� DQG� WULEHVPHQ� LQ�
Arhab, a tribal area located 35km north-
east of Sanaa and a bastion of Islah party 
supporters. Tribal sources said many 
+RXWKL� ¿JKWHUV� ZHUH� NLOOHG� LQ� WKLV� FRQ-
IURQWDWLRQ��EXW�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�H[DFW�QXPEHU�RI�WKH�GHDG�

Earlier this month, AQAP and tribal 
¿JKWHUV� DWWDFNHG� SRVLWLRQV� KHOG� E\� WKH�
Houthi rebels in the Yakla mountains in 
Rada’a district of Al-Baida which left 14 
+RXWKL�¿JKWHUV�GHDG�

On Thursday, hundreds of mourners 
buried the civilian victims of the latest 
round of violence in Al-Baida province, 
ZKHQ�� RQ� 'HF�� ���� D� FDU� ERPE� H[SORGHG�

near a checkpoint in Rada’a manned by 
Houthi rebels, killing 16 girls, nine of 
whom were from Al-Baida. Another car 
ERPE�H[SORGHG�RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\��QHDU�WKH�
house of Abdallah Idriss, a senior Houthi 
leader, killing 10 people.
$� ORFDO� JRYHUQPHQW� ṘFLDO� WROG� $O�

-D]HHUD�WKDW�UHODWLYHV�RI�YLFWLPV�VHHN�MXV-
tice and compensation.
³6RPH�RI� WKH�FULWLFDOO\� LQMXUHG�FLYLOLDQV�

are in need of urgent medical treatment 
DEURDG�� EXW� SHRSOH� FDQQRW� D̆RUG� WR� SD\�
for this,” Tareq Abu Sorema, the director 
of Rada’a’s Ministry of Labor and Social 
$̆DLUV��WROG�$O�-D]HHUD�DW�WKH�IXQHUDO�VLWH�

Shortly after Houthi rebels took over 
Sanaa, and several neighboring provinces, 
they quickly advanced into Al-Qaeda-
controlled regions in Al-Baida, including 
5DGD¶D�FLW\��ZKHUH� WKH\�HQJDJHG� LQ�¿HUFH�
¿JKWLQJ�ZLWK�IRUFHV�EDFNHG�E\�ORFDO�6XQQL�
tribes.

Last November, AQAP’s military chief, 
Qassem Al-Rimi, warned the Houthis to 
brace “for horrors that will make the hair 
of children turn white”, after the Houthi 
¿JKWHUV� H[SDQGHG� WKHLU� SUHVHQFH� LQWR�
AQAP’s stronghold of Rada’a.

On Thursday, al-Baida residents told Al-
-D]HHUD�WKDW�$O�4DHGD�¿JKWHUV�DQG�WULEHV-
men launched an attack that claimed the 
OLYHV�RI�VFRUHV�RI�+RXWKL�¿JKWHUV�

“Al-Qaeda killed at least 20 people and 
LQMXUHG�PDQ\�RWKHUV��7KLV� LV�ZKDW� WULEHV-
PHQ�ZKR�¿JKW�+RXWKLV�WROG�XV�´�D�UHVLGHQW�
said.

Houthis, on their part, declined to com-
ment on the death toll while Al-Qaeda 
SRVWHG�GHWDLOV� RI� WKH� DWWDFNV� RQ� ḊOLDWHG�
Twitter accounts.

AQAP sources also said that it gunned 
down Faisal Al-Sharif, a pro-Houthi tribal 
leader in the Yemeni capital three days 
ago. 

Houthi leaders have been keen to por-
tray their war against AQAP as part of the 
larger “war on terrorism” scheme. “Since 
arriving in Arhab over a week ago, Ansar 
Allah has been purging the district and 
surrounding villages of terrorists,” said 
Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the Houthis’ 
policy-making committee.

But it is precisely the Houthis’ involve-
ment in the “war on terror” which, ana-
lysts say, helps AQAP in getting more re-
cruits. “The Houthis’ sectarian nature has 

HQDEOHG� $O�4DHGD� WR� SRUWUD\� LWV� FRQÀLFW�
against them as Shia targeting Sunnis,” 
Saeed Obeid, a Yemeni analyst told Al-
Jazeera.

Obeid added that if the government re-
mained weak, the current clashes between 
Al-Qaeda and Houthis could develop into 
all out sectarian warfare. “The clashes are 
a recipe for wider war so long as the gov-
HUQPHQW�LV�XQDEOH�WR�H[HFXWH�LWV�GXWLHV�´

In October, Houthis announced that 
WKH\�ZHUH�GULYLQJ�$O�4DHGD�¿JKWHUV�RXW�RI�
their strongholds in Manaseh, Qaifah and 
Khubza regions in Baida governorate The 
Houthis demanded hundreds of displaced 
IDPLOLHV�ZKR�ÀHG� WKHLU�KRPHV�GXULQJ� WKH�
clashes to return home.

However, despite the Houthis’ quick 
and visible victories, Obeid thinks that 
they do not maintain an upper hand in the 
battles against Al-Qaeda.

“Al-Qaeda’s strategy is to engage in a 
war of attrition with its opponents. Al-Qa-
eda is striking all over Houthi-controlled 
areas. They detonated bombs and gunned 
GRZQ� +RXWKL�OLQNHG� ¿JXUHV� LQ� 6DQD¶D��
They also mounted deadly attacks on the 
Houthis in Baida.”

Saving Libya’s Constitution-Making Body

Yemen: Al-Qaeda ‘in a war of attrition’
&RQÀLFW�LQ�<HPHQ�PLJKW�WXUQ�LQWR�DQ�DOO�RXW�VHFWDULDQ�ZDU��DQDO\VWV�ZDUQ

Demonstrators march in Tripoli in March 2012 to protest the potential partition 
of Libya into autonomous regions. 
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I
n its fourth issue of its Eng-
lish-language newsletter 
Dabig, the Islamic State (ISIS 
or ISIL) boasted that a “state 
cannot be established” un-

less it looked after both the “worldly 
and the religious needs” of Muslims. 
:LWK� WKDW� VSHFL¿F� JRDO� LQ�PLQG�� ,6�
has entrenched itself in the daily life 
of residents of the region straddling 
Syria and Iraq, partly replacing the 
presence of the state, namely in 
WKH� ¿HOGV� RI� MXVWLFH�� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG�
healthcare, with mixed results. 

ISIS has successfully consolidat-
HG� LWV� KROG� RQ� WKH� MXGLFLDU\�� ,W� KDV�
established Islamic courts in the 
areas under its rule and acquired 
some credibility among local resi-
dents. The group reorganized the 
FRXUWV�� VSOLWWLQJ� WKH� MXGLFLDU\� LQWR�
two streams: One providing general 
MXGJPHQWV�EDVHG�RQ�VKDULD��WKH�VHF-
ond receiving complaints about ISIS 
soldiers. “Sharia court sentences 
have been relatively fair so far,” says 
a Raqqa resident speaking on con-
dition of anonymity. ISIS courts ap-
pear less corrupt than their Syrian 

or Iraqi counterparts. A report by 
the Syria Observatory refers to the 
EHKHDGLQJ�RI�VRPH�,6,6�¿JKWHUV�IRU�
theft, suggesting equal treatment 
before the law. They have also con-
ducted speedier trials than courts 
under the Assad regime—some-
WKLQJ� LQ� ZKLFK� ,6,6� ṘFLDOV� KDYH�
taken pride. In a YouTube interview 
LQ� 1RYHPEHU� ������ DQ� ,6,6� MXGJH�
boasted that the courts could deliver 
verdicts within a month. 

Despite the improvements to the 
system, ISIS has taken some mea-
sures that have bred resentment. To 
VWUHQJWKHQ�LWV�KROG�RYHU�WKH�MXGLFLD-
ry, ISIS has forced lawyers to take 
courses in sharia law in the Deir Ez-
zor region. ISIS has also enforced a 
radical interpretation of the sharia 
law, killing men accused of blasphe-
my or homosexuality in northern 
Syria. The group has also carried 
out amputations and lashings for 
reasons as trivial as smoking or im-
proper dressing with corporal pun-
ishments often enforced publicly.

The group has also applied a 
similarly systematic approach the 
education system. ISIS has estab-
lished Islamic schools in the region 
of Aleppo, where twenty sharia in-
stitutes teach some 2,500 children 

to memorize the Quran. In Al-May-
adeen, Deir Ezzor, ISIS has also 
imposed on philosophy teachers, 
to take sharia classes. The terror 
organization has ushered in nu-
merous changes to the curriculum 
in territories under its control. Sci-
ence, history, civic, physical edu-
cation and geography classes have 
been canceled, basic mathematics 
courses kept, and intensive religious 
material added. These changes have 
been far reaching in Mosul where 
,UDTL�ṘFLDOV� HVWLPDWH� WKDW����SHU-
cent of schools are under ISIS con-
trol. Content in certain classes has 
EHHQ�PRGL¿HG�� ZLWK� QHZ� DGGLWLRQV�
including a focus on the emergence 
of ISIS’s caliphate, its borders, and 
on Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi. In segre-
gated classrooms, the group allows 
only women to teach girls. “Most 
children are only being sent to 
school until the age of twelve or thir-
teen,” admits the Raqqa resident, a 
UHSRUW� WKDW� ZDV� DOVR� FRQ¿UPHG� E\�
Al-Monitor. Similar changes have 
EHHQ� DSSOLHG� WR� WKH� ¿HOG� RI� KLJKHU�
education in Mosul, where the 
VFKRROV�RI�¿QH�DUWV��SROLWLFDO�VFLHQFH��
and law were deemed un-Islamic 
and closed down. 

ISIS has also imposed military 

training on children in the Raqqa 
province, namely combat lessons 
and teachings on the use of weap-
ons. Opposition groups have report-
HG�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�DW�OHDVW�¿YH�\RXWK�
WUDLQLQJ� FDPSV��RQH� VSHFL¿FDOO\� IRU�
children under sixteen in the town 
of Tabqa. The Sharea youth camp 
near Tabqa in Raqqah trains more 
than 350 boys between the ages of 
¿YH�DQG�VL[WHHQ�IRU�FRPEDW�UROHV��DF-
cording to a United Nations report. 
The Bouhtri School in Al-Bab, Alep-
po, has been used as an ISIS mili-
tary training facility for boys under 
the age of eighteen, according to the 
same report.
2QH� RI� WKH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V� PDMRU�

policy failures lies in the health sec-
tor. “Only the very poor go for treat-
ment to the mashfa watany [the 
public clinic], which is managed 
by ISIS,” says the Raqqa resident. 
The group’s management of hospi-
tals—already in a crisis due to power 
outages and lack of resources—has 
been marred by inconsistent prac-
tices. According to one report, fe-
PDOH� VWD̆� PHPEHUV� FDQQRW� ZRUN�
nightshifts at Mosul hospitals and 
must wear full-face veils. Fighters 
have also prevented male anesthe-
siologists from treating women in 

labor. In September and October, 
,6,6� PLOLWDQWV� NLOOHG� DW� OHDVW� ¿YH�
doctors in Mosul and beheaded a 
female dentist in August who had 
continued to treat both male and 
female patients in Al-Mayadin, in 
Deir Ezzor. 

These measures have created a 
backlash. The dress code imposed 
on female personnel at Mosul hos-
pitals triggered a strike in August. 
3UHIHUHQWLDO� WUHDWPHQW� D̆RUGHG� WR�
,6,6�¿JKWHUV�KDV�DOVR�WDUQLVKHG�WKH�
organization’s credibility. ISIS-only 
hospitals commandeer the best doc-
tors and the latest equipment. Req-
uisitioning by militants of Mosul’s 
blood bank and of some of its clinics 
WR� WUHDW� LWV� ZRXQGHG� ¿JKWHUV� KDYH�
also come at the expense of civilian 
patients. 

For over a year, ISIS has operated 
as a semi-state, imposing its vision 
of governance on territories under 
its control. In some ways it has been 
successful in others it has not. De-
spite the successful consolidation of 
WKH�MXGLFLDU\�LQ�DUHDV�XQGHU�LWV�FRQ-
trol, harsh ISIS policies may even-
WXDOO\� EDFN¿UH� DQG� SURYRNH� D� ORFDO�
response. Its rigid rules have para-
lyzed a healthcare system already in 
tatters and dependent on govern-

ment funding. ISIS has shown resil-
ience through winning some hearts 
and minds and exploiting Sunni 
resentment against central govern-
ments whether in Syria or Iraq. 
Disenfranchised Sunnis may have 
welcomed ISIS, but it remains alien 
to those societies that do not nec-
essarily espouse the organization’s 
radical views—especially to Mosul, 
which unlike Raqqa has a large pop-
ulation, is culturally more open and 
WKXV� PRUH� GL̇FXOW� WR� JRYHUQ�� 'H-
spite growing resentment, ISIS will 
rely on its revamped education pro-
gram to develop loyalty and build 
the next generation of caliphate 
citizens. By entrenching itself with-
LQ� WKHVH� VRFLHWLHV�� LQÀXHQFLQJ� WKH�
younger generation, and promoting 
adherence to its ideology, ISIS will 
play the long game that will make it 
harder to uproot over time.

Mona Alami is a French Lebanese 
MRXUQDOLVW� DQG� QRQUHVLGHQW� IHOORZ�
ZLWK� WKH� $WODQWLF� &RXQFLO¶V� 5D¿N�
Hariri Center based in Beirut. Fol-
low her on Twitter @monaalami.

Republished with permission from 
Atlantic Council. This article origi-
nally appeared on Atlantic Coun-
cil's MENASource Blog.
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T
he British government 
must do more to prevent 
charities working in 
high-risk countries from 
KDYLQJ�WKHLU�¿QDQFHV�FXW�

R̆�� OHDGLQJ� FKDULWLHV� DQG� EDQNHUV�
have warned.

In recent months a growing num-
ber of British NGOs working in the 
Middle East and other dangerous 
regions have faced account clo-
sures, crippling their much-needed 
humanitarian work. Others have 
had payments delayed for many 
PRQWKV�� ,Q� PRVW� FDVHV� QR� VSHFL¿F�
allegations of wrongdoing were put 
forward by the banks.

A report published today calls 
for better coordination between 
the banks, NGOs and the British 
government to reduce such cases. 
It also urges the government to 
take the lead in designing a clear-
er framework for what banks and 
NGOs are allowed to do legally.

Report author Tom Keatinge, 
Director of the Centre for Finan-
cial Crime & Security Studies at the 
RUSI think tank and a former bank-
er, said at times there had not been 
enough guidance from the govern-
ment on how to avoid being tripped 
up by anti-terrorism legislation.

“Too often the government has 
claimed to be powerless in the face 
of US sanctions, or it has hidden be-
hind the banks’ ‘commercial deci-
sions’,” he said. “They need to pro-
vide greater clarity to both banks 
and NGOs to allow this important 
work to continue.”

Justine Walker, Director of the 
Financial Crime department at the 
British Bankers’ Association (BBA), 
echoed his call. She said the bank-
ing community and large NGOs had 
improved coordination in the past 
year, but they needed greater clarity 
from the government on what was 
permitted.

“The banks and charities have 
come to the table and we are try-
LQJ�WR�¿QG�VROXWLRQV��EXW�LQ�HVVHQFH�
we are responding to the concerns 
raised by government and regula-
tors so they also need to be at the 
table to agree this,” she said.

Keatinge said, however, that 
there was a “growing understand-
ing” from the government of the 
scale of the problem.

De-risking
6LQFH� WKH������DWWDFNV�D�YDVW�UDQJH�
of anti-terrorism legislation has 
been introduced across the globe, 
RIWHQ� KDYLQJ� KXJHO\� GL̆HUHQW� LP-
SDFWV�LQ�GL̆HUHQW�FRXQWULHV�

Meanwhile, banks have faced a 
VTXHH]H�RQ�WKHLU�SUR¿WV�VLQFH�WKH�¿-
nancial crash. This, combined with 
D� KXJH� LQFUHDVH� LQ� ¿QHV� IRU� WKRVH�
found guilty of being complicit in 
money-laundering, has made many 
risk averse.

Risk and compliance depart-
ments have grown exponentially 
- with the research arm of KPMG 
estimating that global annual ex-
penditure on risk and compliance 
is likely to exceed US$10 billion 
within the next two years.

This has led to so-called “de-risk-
ing” - where banks have sought to 
close down high-risk accounts, es-
SHFLDOO\� WKRVH�ZLWK� ORZ�SUR¿W�PDU-
gins. Following the controversial 
decision to close the bank account 
of a Somali remittance company, 
an internal Barclays review found 
that “it would not be commercially 
viable for Barclays to continue to 
provide services to any customer 
representing less than £100,000 in 
annual revenue.”

Keatinge said that in many cases 
banks were looking at NGOs work-
ing in the Middle East and conclud-
ing that both the costs of compli-
ance and the risks of money being 
diverted were too high, while the 
SUR¿WV�DUH�WRR�ORZ�

Among those who have fallen 
victim is the Ummah Welfare 
Trust (UWT). In July the charity, 
which has an annual turnover of 
DURXQG� ���� PLOOLRQ� ����� PLOOLRQ��
and works in a variety of Middle 
East and Asian countries including 
Syria and Gaza, received a letter 
from their bank (HSBC) announc-
ing their account would be closed. 
+6%&� LWVHOI� KDG� EHHQ� ¿QHG� QHDUO\�
$2 billion in late 2012 in a money-
laundering case.

Muhammad Ahmed, a trustee at 
8:7�� VDLG� QR� VSHFL¿F� UHDVRQ� ZDV�

JLYHQ� IRU�+6%&¶V� GHFLVLRQ�� ³,W� MXVW�
said you fall out of our risk category 
and they didn’t want to elaborate on 
that.” There was no appeals process 
��WKH�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�¿QDO�

While most of those organiza-
tions that have received similar let-
ters have sought to deal with the is-
sue behind closed doors, UWT went 
on the attack, organizing a boycott 
campaign. “We had a huge response 
from our supporters and donors 
who in their thousands said they 
would close their bank accounts if 
[HSBC] continued,” Ahmed said.

They are still, Ahmed said, pur-
suing both legal options and carry-
ing their boycott campaign to the 
Middle East and Asia. “The lesson 
QHHGV�WR�EH�WKDW�DQ\�¿QDQFLDO�LQVWL-
tution which decides to take a char-
LW\¶V� DFFRXQW� VR� OLJKWO\� �� D̆HFWLQJ�
KXQGUHGV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�VX̆HULQJ�
people - will not go unpunished.” 
An HSBC spokesman said they did 
not comment on individual cases.

Abdulrahman Sharif, executive 
director at the Muslim Charities 
Forum, said such bank closures 
are still relatively rare, but cases 
DUH� LQFUHDVLQJ�� +H� VDLG� WKH� H̆HFW�
has been that many organizations 
have stopped working in parts of 
the Middle East, where some of the 
world’s largest humanitarian crises 
are.

“If you are a person with good will 
and you decide you want to set up 
a charity in Somalia or Yemen or 
Syria, opening a bank account for 
that is really near to impossible,” he 
said.

“Banks are more and more see-
LQJ� QRQ�SUR¿W� >RUJDQL]DWLRQV@� DV�
QRQ�SUR¿WDEOH�DQG�DV�D�ULVN\�FOLHQW�
WR�PDLQWDLQ�� 6R� WKH\� SUHIHU� MXVW� WR�
close the account and not maintain 
that client.”

Two tiers
Keatinge said combative strategies, 
such as that taken by UWT, could 
lead to charities ostracizing them-
selves - making it harder for them 
WR�¿QG�DOWHUQDWLYH�EDQNLQJ�VHUYLFHV��
Instead, he said, they should seek 
to engage directly with the banks 
earlier.
³1*2V� QHHG� WR� LQÀLFW� DQ� RXW� RI�

body experience on themselves… 

Look at your trustees - is there any 
sense that they could be linked to 
Hamas or another banned group?” 
he said. “Just be completely hon-
est about the way you would appear 
to an outsider. When banks do due 
diligence they will unearth this in-
formation, so don’t put your head in 
the sand.”

He added that NGOs should be 
in constant contact with their bank 
managers to explain their actions.

Yet for those smaller organiza-
tions such costly and time-con-
suming mechanisms are logistically 
GL̇FXOW�� 7KLV� KDV� UDLVHG� IHDUV� RI�
almost a two-tiered system, where 
larger charities will negotiate spe-
FL¿F� H[HPSWLRQV� IRU� KXPDQLWDU-
ian work with the government and 
banks but smaller ones will strug-
gle.

“[With] the bigger charities over 
the next year or two we are likely to 
move a long way on agreed shared 
principles but for the smaller chari-
ties it is still going to remain really 
quite challenging,” the BBA’s Walk-
er said. “The challenge we then face 
is how we deal with some of the 
smaller charities which don’t have 
the same infrastructure and the 
same compliance controls in place. 
How do banks get the comfort they 
need from those charities?”

Government’s role
To assuage these doubts, the Brit-
ish government could help provide 
more clarity on what is or is not al-
ORZHG�� &XUUHQWO\� WKH� GL̆HUHQW� DQG�
overlapping counterterrorism leg-
islation makes it hard for banks to 
know exactly if and when a charity’s 
activities step outside the line.

A recent US policy paper provides 
an exemption to counter-terrorism 
laws for humanitarian actors work-
ing in war zones. While the policy is 
not without its detractors, no such 
equivalent exists in the UK.

Walker said the BBA had pro-
duced a recent paper for the Finan-
cial Action Task Force (FATF), the 
global standard setter for anti-mon-
ey-laundering and counter terror-
LVP�¿QDQFH��,Q�LW�WKH\�UHFRPPHQG-
ed the government, charities and 
banks together draw up an agree-
ment on processing humanitarian 

SD\PHQWV�WR�IUDJLOH�FRQÀLFW�DUHDV�
“This would enable banks to re-

main at the table in supporting 
these payments,” she said. “At the 
moment there isn’t a lot out there. 
You see a lot of statements about 
charities being higher risk but you 
see very little around ‘this is what 
we expect banks to do.’ They are 
told to be vigilant, to treat these 
payments as high risk, but there 
is very little around ‘if you do x, y 
and z that will keep the regulators 
happy.’”

A Treasury spokesperson said 
they were aware of the issue around 
de-risking and were seeking to sup-
SRUW� DQ\� 1*2� KDYLQJ� GL̇FXOWLHV�
¿QGLQJ�EDQNLQJ�VHUYLFHV��+H�DGGHG�
that they, too, wanted to improve 
dialogue between NGOs, banks and 
government and were pushing their 
partners to review their own mar-
kets and feedback on regulation.

The Treasury, which has previ-
ously been primarily responsible 
IRU� WDFNOLQJ� WHUURULVP� ¿QDQFLQJ�� LV�
handing over some of its author-
LW\� WR� WKH�+RPH�2̇FH��3DUW�RI� WKH�
+RPH�2̇FH¶V� UHPLW� LV� WKH�&KDULW\�
Commission (CC), but the organi-
zation has found its neutrality the 
VXEMHFW�RI�VFUXWLQ\�IURP�VRPH�FKDUL-
ties.

A report released by the Claystone 
think tank last month found Mus-
lim charities were disproportion-
DWHO\� WKH� VXEMHFW� RI� LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�
by CC, while it also highlighted the 
perceived bias of CC chairman Sir 
William Shawcross. In 2012, be-

fore taking over at the CC, Shaw-
cross claimed: “Europe and Islam is 
one of the greatest, most terrifying 
problems of our future.”

Sharif from the Muslim Charities 
Forum said the CC had continually 
stressed in meetings that their deci-
VLRQV�ZHUH�QRW�EDVHG�XSRQ�DQ\�SUHM-
udice, but he admitted that within 
parts of the Muslim charitable sec-
tor there was a “perception of bias”.

A CC spokesperson said: “The 
Commission is in no way biased or 
SUHMXGLFHG�DJDLQVW�DQ\�W\SH�RI�FKDU-
ity, religious or otherwise.”

Beyond the UK
While new government leadership 
on this matter would be welcome, 
ultimately, Walker said, a better 
global framework was also needed. 
“We need to see something at an 
international level. Sometimes we 
see payments leaving the UK but 
then being held up elsewhere in the 
payment chain as that dialogue isn’t 
necessarily international.”

She said the BBA has proposed an 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO� SURMHFW� WR� DJUHH� ULVN�
management principles for higher-
risk humanitarian payments. “It is 
never going to be perfect. Some of 
these monies will ultimately end up 
where they shouldn’t be but that is 
VDGO\�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�FRQÀLFW�DQG�YLR-
lence… What we are pushing for is 
a shared understanding of the risk.”

Republished with permission from 
IRIN. 
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A FFRUGLQJ� WR� 7RZ¿T�
Al-Sharjabi, Yemen’s 
deputy minister of 
Water and Environ-
ment, the Yemeni 

government has been in ongoing 
negotiations with the Saudi Fund 
for Development (SFD) since late 
2011 in an attempt to secure up-
wards of $280m worth of funding 
for construction of the water desali-
nation plant in Mokha. The SFD is 
WKH�ṘFLDO�GHYHORSPHQW�ZLQJ�RI�WKH�
Saudi Arabian Ministry of Finance 
and was established by royal decree 
in 1974. 

Previous attempts to secure pri-
vate funding for the project back in 
2012 had been skirted, including an 
R̆HU�SXW� IRUWK�E\� WKH�+D\HO� 6DHHG�
Group, a multi-national multibil-
lion dollar conglomerate owned by 
WKH� SRZHUIXO� +D\HO� 6DHHG� IDP-
ily that in 2007 controlled roughly 
35% of Yemen’s economy. 

Mohammad Masrawi, is the dep-
uty chairman of the Projects Divi-
sion within Yemen’s Ministry of 
Planning, and has been responsible 
for negotiating with the Saudi Fund 
for Development and other poten-
WLDO�¿QDQFLHUV�VLQFH�����²ZKHQ�WKH�
SURMHFW�ZDV�¿UVW�LQWURGXFHG��

Masrawi said that the govern-
PHQW� UHMHFWHG� WKH� +D\HO� 6DHHG�
Group’s proposal in 2012, because 
the company was charging exor-
bitant rates that the government 
FRXOG�QRW�D̆RUG��DOWKRXJK�KH�ZRXOG�
QRW� PHQWLRQ� VSHFL¿F� DPRXQWV��
“They’re a private corporation, their 
JRDO�LV�WR�UHDS�SUR¿WV�´�KH�VDLG��³,Q�
RUGHU� WR�EH�DEOH� WR�D̆RUG� WKH�R̆HU�
SXW�IRUWK�E\�+D\HO�6DHHG�*URXS��ZH�
would have to increase the price of 
water sold from the plant for con-
sumers. This would undermine the 
reason for launching the project in 
WKH� ¿UVW� SODFH��ZKLFK� LV� WR� SURYLGH�
FLWL]HQV�ZLWK�D̆RUGDEOH�ZDWHU�´�

The Yemen Times spoke with 
$KPHG� 6KRZTL� +D\HO�� RQH� RI� WKH�
company’s largest shareholders 
and current governor of Taiz, who 
would not comment as to why the 
company was not commissioned to 
¿QDQFH� WKH� SURMHFW�� 5HSHDWHG� FDOOV�
were not returned.

According to Masrawi, in 2012 
Yemen did not possess any law or 
legal framework regulating joint 
government and private sector de-
velopment projects that could allow 
WKH� PLQLVWU\� WR� H̆HFWLYHO\� ELG� IRU�
SULYDWH�VHFWRU�IXQGLQJ�DW�D̆RUGDEOH�
UDWHV��+RZHYHU�DFFRUGLQJ� WR� VRPH��
this may have changed recently.  

On Nov. 18, 2014, Yemen’s Min-
LVWU\�RI�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
Cooperation and Federal Chamber 
of Commerce, under the auspices 
of the United Nations Development 
Authority (UNDP), signed a ‘Mem-
orandum of Understanding’, which, 
E\� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH� ¿UVW� TXDUWHU� RI�

2015, obligates the government to 
form a joint economic-social com-
mittee made up of business and 
JRYHUQPHQW� ṘFLDOV�� DQG� FUHDWH�
‘mechanisms’ both at the federal 
and local level to facilitate, “public-
SULYDWH�VHFWRU�GLDORJXH�´��33'���

According to Abdo Seif, head of 
UNDP’s Advisory and Oversight 
Team in Yemen who oversaw the 
drafting of the memorandum, such 
bodies should be prepared with 
suggestions to be submitted to the 
government for public-private sec-
tor projects to be undertaken in the 
IXWXUH��³6XFK�ERGLHV�ZLOO�¿QLVK�WKHLU�
ZRUN�WR�EH�VXEPLWWHG�E\�0DUFK�´�KH�
said. Such a framework could cre-
ate the type of institutions needed 
by the Yemeni government to more 
H̆HFWLYHO\�ODXQFK�ELGV�DQG�FRPSHWH�
for private sector funding. 
+RZHYHU� DV� RI� QRZ�� QRQH� RI� WKH�

provisions within the memoran-
dum, which the Yemen Times has 
reviewed, could regulate private 
investment, either foreign or do-
mestic, into Yemen’s public utilities 
networks. Like most development 
projects implemented through-
out the country Yemen, the con-
struction of a desalination plant 
in Mokha would need to be imple-
mented with the help of a foreign 
government or organization, in this 
case the SFD.  

Seeing as negotiations with the 
SFD have been underway, this then 
EHJV� WKH� TXHVWLRQ��:K\� KDV� QR� ¿-
nancing agreement yet been signed, 
and why, three years later, has the 
project still not gotten underway?
,Q�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�SXEOLVKHG�RQ�-XQH�

26, 2014 on alshorfa.com, Yemen’s 
former minister of water and en-
YLURQPHQW�� $EG� $O�6DODP� 5D]]D]��
claimed that the government was 
RQH�ZHHN�DZD\�IURP�VLJQLQJ�D�¿QDO�
¿QDQFLQJ� DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK� WKH� 6)'�
to pay for the construction of the 
desalination plant and its pipeline 
OHDGLQJ� WR� 7DL]�� ,Q� WKH� LQWHUYLHZ��
5D]]D]�HVWLPDWHG�WKH�SURMHFW�ZRXOG�
cost upwards of $300 million. 

Alshorfa is a news outlet oper-
DWHG�E\�86&(17&20�� WKH�8QL¿HG�
Combatant Command Department 
within the United States Defense 
Department responsible for over-
seeing US military operations in the 
Middle East, North Africa and Cen-
tral Asia. 
,Q� WKH� LQWHUYLHZ��5D]]D]�FODLPHG�

that the pipeline would stretch from 
0RNKD�WR�7DL]�WR�,EE��DQG�WKHQ�RQWR�
Lahj, Aden and Sana’a governor-
ates, though he did not provide a 
time line for the construction of the 
latter three governorates.
5D]]D]�PDGH�WKH�FODLP�WR�$OVKRUID�

RQH�PRQWK�EHIRUH�3UHVLGHQW�+DGL¶V�
decision to lift fuel subsidies was 
HQDFWHG�� DQG� WKH� VXEVHTXHQW� WXU-
moil that overtook the country in its 
wake.

Shortly after the lifting of the sub-
VLGLHV� RQ� -XO\� ���� WKH�+RXWKLV²DQ�

armed rebel group based in Yemen's 
northern governorate of Sa'ada, ac-
cused by some of having links with 
,UDQ²VSHDUKHDGHG�SURWHVWV�DJDLQVW�
the move that began in August, and 
lasted throughout September. On 
6HSW������WKH�+RXWKLV�WRRN�FRQWURO�RI�
6DQD¶D�DIWHU�VHYHUDO�GD\V�RI�¿JKWLQJ�
that left at least 300 people dead. 
7KH� +RXWKLV� VRRQ� HQWHUHG� VHYHUDO�
other governorates in Yemen. 

Two months later, on Nov. 9, a 
new cabinet was formed in accor-
dance with the Peace and Partner-
ship Agreement signed on Sept. 21, 
DQG�5D]]D]�ZDV�OHW�JR��DQG�UHSODFHG�
E\� $O�$]L� +HEDW� $OODK� $OL� 6KDULP��
Since then little news has been 
made regarding any potential prog-
UHVV� LQ� WKH� VHFXULQJ� RI� D� ¿QDQFLHU�
for the project.

Despite the recent shakeup in Ye-
men’s cabinet, Al-Sharjabi main-
tains that the agreement referred to 
E\�5D]]D]�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�VLJQHG�EHIRUH�
the recent turmoil that engulfed the 
country in August, and that it is still 
valid. According to Al-Sharjabi, the 
ministry agreed to accept a $100m 
loan from the Saudi Exports’ Sup-
port Line, a fund within the SFD, 
to pay for the construction of the 
desalination station and the power 
plant used to power it. “We’re still 
negotiating on a $180 million grant 
that will pay for the pipeline from 
0RNKD�WR�7DL]�´�+H�FODLPHG�PLQLV-
try representatives would be travel-
ing to Saudi Arabia in the coming 
ZHHNV� WR� GLVFXVV� WKH� ¿QDO� ����P�
grant.
+RZHYHU� LQWHUYLHZV� WKH� <HPHQ�

Times conducted with SFD repre-
VHQWDWLYHV�SDLQW�D�GL̆HUHQW�SLFWXUH��
0RKDPPDG�$O�$UL¿�LV�WKH�OHDG�HQ-
gineer within the SFD responsible 
for overseeing the organization’s 
operations in Yemen, who claimed 
that no such agreement was signed, 
DQG� JDYH� GL̆HUHQW� ¿JXUHV� IRU� WKH�
amounts that had been discussed 
during negotiations. 

“The SFD has been prepared to 
pay out $200 million for the con-
struction of the pipeline leading 
IURP�0RNKWD�WR�7DL]�DQG�WKHQ�,EE�´�
$O�$UL¿� VDLG�� ³7KH� 6DXGL� 7UHDVXU\�
also pledged to put forth $50 mil-
lion during negotiations for con-
struction of the plant itself, which 
ZH¶OO�EH�DGPLQLVWHULQJ�´��

The Yemen Times asked Al-
$UL¿� DERXW� D� ¿QDQFLQJ� DJUHHPHQW�
already having been signed by the 
ministry of water and environment 
and SFD. 
$O�$UL¿� FODLPHG� WKDW� QR� VXFK�

agreement was signed, and went 
further to claim that Yemen’s Min-
istry of Planning had not yet put 
forth the bids and tenders neces-
VDU\�IRU�WKH�6)'�WR�PDNH�DQ�ṘFLDO�
R̆HU��
³/HW�PH�UHPLQG�\RX��WKHVH�¿JXUHV�

are mere estimates determined af-
ter several years of negotiations, 
EXW� DUH� E\� QR� PHDQV� ṘFLDO�´� $O�
$UL¿�DGGHG��

Masrawi says that these claims 
are inaccurate, claiming that the 
bids and tenders process had al-
ready begun, and that the Ministry 
RI�3ODQQLQJ�KDG�UHFHLYHG�VHYHUDO�¿-
QDQFLQJ� R̆HUV�� LQFOXGLQJ� IURP� WKH�
SFD, however, unlike Al-Sharjabi, 
GHQLHG� WKDW� DQ\� ¿QDO� DJUHHPHQW�
hadbeen reached with any party.  
&RQÀLFWLQJ� DFFXVDWLRQV� DQG� WKH�

SRLQWLQJ�RI�¿QJHUV�PHDQV�DW�WKH�HQG�

of the day the site upon which the 
desalination plant was supposed 
to be constructed remains empty. 
+RZHYHU�WKH�VWDOOLQJ�RI�WKH�SURMHFW��
DFFRUGLQJ�$O�$UL¿��FDQ�EH�DWWULEXW-
ed to one primary factor, the coun-
try's political climate.
³,Q� WKH� ODVW� VHYHUDO�PRQWKV�� <H-

men has been rocked by instability, 
and this has caused the current gov-
HUQPHQW� WR� UHIRFXV� LWV� SULRULWLHV�´�
he said. “For many of the country’s 
new ministers, construction of the 
plant has taken a back seat to other 
LVVXHV�´
,Q�SDUW�RQH�RI�WKLV�VWRU\��WKH�<H-

men Times interviewed Abdullah 
Saleh, the former head of the Na-
WLRQDO� :DWHU� 5HVRXUFH� $XWKRULW\�
�1:5$��ZLWKLQ�WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI�ZD-
ter and environment, who worked 

ZLWK� -)$�&RQVXOWLQJ� LQ� ERWK� �����
and 2013 when the latter conducted 
¿HOG�VWXGLHV�LQ�0RNKD�DQG�7DL]�UH-
garding the feasibility of the con-
struction of the proposed desalina-
tion plant. 

For him, the cause for all the stall-
ing and intransigence is clear. “The 
Saudis were ready to go ahead with 
funding this project six months ago 
before the latest round of turmoil 
EHJDQ�´�KH�VDLG�� ³1RZ�WKH�+RXWKLV�
control the capital, and are the real 
power behind the throne. The Sau-
GLV�VHH�WKHP�DV�DJHQWV�RI�,UDQ��DQG�
don’t want to give Yemen any mon-
H\�DW�D�WLPH�OLNH�WKLV�´

Additional Reporting by Madiha 
Junaid

Jeremy Hodge
 

, n a world con-
stantly teeming 
with new alter-
native sources 
of energy and 

increasing innovation in 
the development of non-
conventional water re-
sources, it makes sense 
that Yemen, known as 
one of the most water 
scarce nations on earth, 
would be used as a test-
ing ground for new tech-
nologies. 
,Q� ����� 6WHSKHQ�$X-

gustin, an industrial en-
gineer and 17 year vet-
eran working with the 
automobile company 
BMW, brought such a 
new technology to Ye-
men. Termed ‘Water-
cone’ it is a small plastic 
and pyramid shaped 
cylinder that enables 
individuals living near 
bodies of salt water to 
utilize evaporation and 
solar irradiation to de-
salinate upwards of 1.6 
liters of water. Water-
cones are made out of 
polycarbonate sheets, a 
highly durable transpar-
ent engineering plas-
tic with a shelf life of 
anywhere between 5-8 
years. 

“Users pour water, 
from any source, be it a 
body of salt water, a well 
with brackish [slightly 
salty] water into the de-
vice, and the sun’s natu-
ral evaporation process drains it of 
VDOW�DQG�FKHPLFDOV�´�FODLPV�$XJXV-
WLQ��,W¶V�D�SURGXFW�WKDW�LQ�$XJXVWLQ¶V�
mind has revolutionized the desal-
ination sector. “Those who pursue 
water desalination strategies do so 
via the construction of large scale 
SODQWV�´� KH� VDLG�� ³7KLV� LV� SDUWLFX-
larly the case in rich countries that 
have enough disposable income to 
do so. Watercone enables individ-
uals living near bodies of salt water 
KDUYHVW�IUHVK�ZDWHU�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�´
:LWK� IXQGLQJ� IURP� WKH� +DQV�

Sauer Foundation, an organization 
dedicated to funding innovation in 
science, and logistical coordina-
WLRQ� ZLWK� &$5(�� DQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
disaster relief and development or-
ganization, Augustin, whose com-
pany was in its launching stages 
at the time, was able to manufac-
ture and produce 100 watercone 
products. They were distributed to 
families living in Sheikh Salem and 
Al-Mutala, two villages located 13 
kilometers from the main town of 
Zinjibar, 80km east of Aden. 

Both villages were located sev-
eral hundred meters from Yemen’s 
coastline and relied primarily on 

¿VKLQJ�DV�D�PHDQV�RI� VXEVLVWHQFH��
They possessed little in the way of 
basic services, including electric-
ity, and running water. Until the 
arrival of the watercones, residents 
were forced to make the 13km trek 
to Zinjibar just to fetch drinking 
water, as water coming from the 
ORFDO� ZHOO� ZDV� XQ¿W� IRU� FRQVXPS-
tion. 

Augustin believes that water-
FRQHV�R̆HU�D�PRUH�VXVWDLQDEOH�GH-
salination process than construct-
LQJ�ODUJH�GHVDOLQDWLRQ�SODQWV��³,I�D�
large plant malfunctions or shuts 
down, all those who are dependent 
RQ�LW�EHFRPH�ZLWKRXW�ZDWHU��+RZ-
ever with this product, individuals 
are independent and don’t rely on 
networks or national grids, which, 
in many developing countries, shut 
GRZQ�IUHTXHQWO\�´
$� ¿QDO� UHSRUW� SXW� WRJHWKHU� E\�

&$5(�� GHVFULEHG� WKH� ¿QDO� UHVXOWV�
of the watercone project in Ye-
PHQ� DV� VXFK�� ³7KH�ZDWHUFRQH� KDV�
EHHQ�TXLFNO\�DFFHSWHG�E\�WKH�XVHUV��
is robust and easy to understand 
DQG� WR� KDQGOH�� DQG� WKH� TXDOLW\� RI�
the harvested water is very good…
&$5(� UHFRPPHQGV� IXUWKHU� ORQJ�

term testing, involving a larger 
number of watercones per person, 
a testing period that covers all sea-
sons of the year and a larger vari-
HW\�RI�GL̆HUHQW�ORFDWLRQV�´

Beginning in 2008, Augustin 
was able to license further manu-
facturing and world wide distribu-
tion of the product to MAGE Water 
0DQDJHPHQW� *0%+�� D� FRPPHU-
cial water desalination company 
EDVHG� LQ� 0XQLFK�� 5HFHQWO\�� KRZ-
ever, his plans to increase produc-
tion of the watercone have been 
VNLUWHG�� ,Q� 0DUFK� ������ WKH� *HU-
man government issued a new law 
on renewable energies that con-
tained, amongst other provisions, 
a drastic cut in government subsi-
dies headed for the solar sector. As 
D� FRQVHTXHQFH�� 0$*(� FORVHG� XS�
shop in summer 2013. 

Augustin remains optimistic, 
however, and is on the look out 
IRU� QHZ� ¿QDQFLHUV�� ³7KH� SURGXFW�
has won a number of awards from 
organizations sponsoring innova-
WLRQ�� DQG� LV� IXOO\� FHUWL¿HG� E\� WKH�
*HUPDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�WKH�(8�´�
KH�VD\V��³,W¶V�SRWHQWLDO�LV�WRR�JUHDW�
WR�EH�LJQRUHG�´�

Water Desalination in Taiz

Alternative sources of
non-conventional water

Villagers in Sheikh Salem harvest water from watercones. The product allows 
individuals to desalinate water on entirely on their own, utilizing condensa-
tion and solar irradation. 

Former Minister of Water and Environment Abd Al-Salam Al-Razzaz 
(right) and Governor of Taiz Ahmed Showqi Hayel (left) surveying 
sites for development projects in Taiz.

,Q� ������ WKH� <HPHQL� JRYHUQPHQW� EHJDQ� SODQV� WR� FRQVWUXFW� D� ZDWHU�
desalination plant in the coastal city of Mokha in Taiz governorate, 
KLULQJ�-)$�&RQVXOWLQJ��D�%ULWLVK�FRQVXOWLQJ�¿UP�� WR�DVVHVV� WKH� IHDVL-
bility of the project. The plant would be connected via a pipeline to 
Taiz city, often referred to as Yemen’s driest, located 94 kilometers 
HDVW�RI�0RNKD�DQG� WKH�SURSRVHG�VLWH��+\SRWKHWLFDOO\��ZLWKLQ� VHYHUDO�
years, the plant would able to meet the entirety of Taiz’s water con-
sumption needs, at 55,000 cubic meters (m3) per day. The project was 
suggested due to the persistent water shortages that have been seen 
throughout the country as a result of the drying up of the country’s 
ground water reserves, which have increased in recent years. Accord-
LQJ�WR�JRYHUQPHQW�HVWLPDWHV��DW�OHDVW����RI�<HPHQ¶V����JURXQG�DTXLIHUV�
are over exploited. 
,Q� 7DL]�� LQFUHDVHG� XUEDQL]DWLRQ� DQG� D� PDVVLYH� \RXWK� EXOJH� KDV�

caused the city’s population to more than double since 1996. These 
IDFWRUV�KDYH�VTXHH]HG�SXEOLF�XWLOLW\�QHWZRUNV�DQG�SUHYHQWHG�PDQ\�FLWL-
zens from obtaining regular access to water. Despite this, some within 
government have opposed the construction of the desalination plant, 
claiming that the desalination process itself is too expensive when 
FRPSDUHG� WR�JURXQG�ZDWHU�H[WUDFWLRQ��SDUWLFXODUO\�DV�<HPHQ�VX̆HUV�
IURP�D�SURWUDFWHG�HFRQRPLF�DQG�¿QDQFLDO�FULVLV�WKDW�KDV�ODVWHG�VLQFH�
2011. Others, such as Deputy Minister of Water and Environment 
7RZ¿T�$O�6KDUMDEL��DGPLW�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�ZDWHU�GHVDOLQDWLRQ�LV�XVXDOO\�
a ‘last resort’, that the situation in Taiz is too desperate, and that few 
other options exist. Part one of this report, published on Tuesday, ana-
lyzed the social and economic impact of Taiz’s water crisis on its resi-
dents, and the extent to which water desalination could help address 
the crisis. Part two of this report, found below, looks into the reasons 
as to why the Yemeni government has failed to secure funding for the 
plant’s construction, after years of negotiation and study. 
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�ôœčî÷Ďļ�ēō �őĐ�ŔŀĀŇí �ŁŎ�ŀñĉ
�Œ�ĳ�óĎ�òć�î�ŌœĊĿ�ďî�øńŃ�Ď�œĊĸøñ
�ô�ńÿ ĎøĿ í ō � Ē�ļŔĳ í ĎĀĿ í
�î�ŌœĊĿ �ô�œčîĀøĿí �õŜ�ēíĎńĿíō
�ĶœŎ�ĔøĿ í �ó č íĉ í �Œ�ĳ �óĎ�òć
�Œ�ĳ �ľ�ńĬĿí �Ċ�œĎ÷ �õî�ĬŔòńĿíō

736653489��ĐĬ÷
� �đĊňŌŃ���Œ�ķďíĎĿí�Œ�ŀī�Ĳ�ēŎœ

�ïŎ�ē îăō �õ î�ŃŎŀĬŃ � ô�Ŕňĸ÷
771293966

� �� �ĉ íĊ�ă �Ĳ�ŔĤŀĿ íĊòī � Đ�øĬŃ

�õ î�Ń ŎŀĬŃ � ô�Ŕňĸ÷ �đĊ�ňŌŃ
733984178�ïŎēîăō

� �Œ�ĳ�óĎ�òć�ôò�ēîĄŃ�đŎ�œĎĿîļñ
 8 �óĊ�ńĿ �ô�ĬÿíĎńĿíō �õîñî�ĔĄĿí
� Ď�÷ ŎŔòńĻ �ŁŎ�ŀñ ĉ � õ íŎň�ē
�ņ�ńœ �ņ�Ń �đĉî�ĔĿí �číĊ�ěśí
�Ē�ļŇōŗí�Łî�ĨŇ�ĹČ�Ļō�öĳŎ�ē
�770705472 ��ľŃî�ĘĿí �ōĎ�ñ

733079882
� �ņŔøň�ē�óĎ�òć�Œ�ŇĊŃ�đĊ�ňŌŃ

�� ó ď î�øńŃ � ô�œ ĐŔŀĀŇ í � ô�İĿ
777055889

� �ô�ĬŃîÿ �� �ô�ńÿĎ÷ �đŎ�œĎĿîļñ
�õŜ�ēíĎńĿí �Œ�ĳ�óĎ�òć���àî�Ĭňě
�ĎüĻã�ô�œčíĉśí�Ľî�ńīŗíō�ô�œčîĀøĿí
�Œ�ĳ �ð�įĎœ �� �õíŎň�ē �6 �ņ�Ń
�ôŔëî�ĔńĿí �óĎ�øĴĿí �Œ�ĳ �ľ�ńĬĿí

777991248����Ģĸĳ
� �óĎ�òć�ô�œĐŔŀĀŇí�ô�İĿ�đŎ�œĎĿîļñ

�� �Ē�œčĊøĿí �Ľî�ĀŃ �Œ�ĳ �ņŔøň�ē
�Ď�÷ŎŔòńļĿ í �ŁíĊĈø�ēí �óĉî�ÿí

 772663229��öŇĎøŇśíō
� �óčíĉçō �Ŋò�ēîĄŃ �đŎ�œčŎĿîļñ

�iô�œĐŔŀĀŇç �ô�İĿ �ŁŎ�ŀñĉō �Ľî�ńīã
�ó č í ĉ ç � Œ�ĳ � ô�ŀœ Ŏģ � ó Ď�òć
�ôœčîĀøĿí�õŜ�ēíĎńĿíō�õîñî�ĔĄĿí
�ô�œĐŔŀĀŇříō �ô�ŔñĎĬĿí �ņ�ŔøİŀĿîñ
�ĊĬø�ĔŃ�iôœĉŎĬ�ĔĿíō�ņ�ńŔĿí�Œĳ
�� Ľ í Ŏ�ÿ � i Òí č Ŏ�ĳ � ľ�ńĬŀĿ

715608677
� �Œ�ĳ �ð�įĎœ �Ě�ĜĈøŃ �đčĊ�Ń

�Ĳ�ĜŀĿ�ô�ŔěŎĜć�đōčĉ�àî�Ĥīí
�ŒñĎĬĿíō�õî�ŔğîœĎĿí�Œ�ĳ�Ī�ēîøĿí
�ïŜ�ĤĿ �ŁŎ�ŀĬĿíō �őĐ�ŔŀĀŇśíō
�� ô�ŔŃ ŎļĄĿ í � đ č í Ċ�ńĿ í

734680597
� �ó ĉ îŌ�ė � õ îļò�ė �đĊ�ňŌŃ

�õśî�Ĝ÷śí �Œ�ĳ �đŎ�œĎĿ îļñ
�Œ�ĳ�Sisco�óĉîŌ�ėō�õîļò�ĘĿíō
�ľ�ńĬŀĿ�ĊĬø�ĔŃ�õîļò�ĘĿí�Ľî�ĀŃ

770497062��íčŎĳ

� �ņ�ī �ôœčî�Ęøēśí �číĊ�Ŀí �ņ�ŀĬ÷
�õîñî�Ĕă �Œ�ĬÿíĎŃ �3 �Ľ �î�Ōøÿîă
�õíŎň�ē �3 �ņ�ī �ľ�ĸ÷ �ś �óĎ�òć
�ôœĐŔŀĀŇśí�ô�İŀĿí�ĊŔĀ÷�óĎŔ÷Ďļ�ē
�óĎŔ�ĔĿí�ľ�ēčí��õíŎň�ē�3�óĎòćō
cha_yemen@ �Ő�Ŀç �ô�Ŕ÷íČĿí

yahoo.com
� �ôŔńň÷ō�ð�œčĊøŀĿ�őĊňļĿí�Đ�ĻĎńĿí

�ôœčî÷Ďļ�ē�Ő�Ŀç �ô�ÿîĄñ�õíčĊ�ĸĿí

�ľŔěîĴøĿ��ïŜĤĿí�Ņōæ�ė�óčíĉíō
�406448��õ�Ő�ŀī�ľ�Ĝ÷í�ĎŔüĻí

406437��ĒĻîĳ�467588
� �Œ�ĳ �ľ�ńĬŀĿ �ņŔ�ēčĊŃ �ïŎ�ŀĤŃ

�ôĳîļĿ�ôŔňńŔĿí�ô�ŔĻĎøĿí�đčíĊ�ńĿí
�ô�Ŕñĉŗíō �ô�ŔńŀĬĿí �õî�ĜĜĈøĿí
�őĐ�ŔŀĀŇí �ł�Ĕķ �Œ�ńŀĬĿí �ł�ĔĸĿí
�Ċ�ĄĻ�đŎ�œĎĿîļñ�Ő�ŀī�ņ�Ŕŀěîă
��õ ��õíŎň�ē �3 �óĎ�òć �Ī�Ń �Ő�Ňĉã

525124��ĒĻîĳ�525121
� �ĉíŎŃ�õî�ĬŔòŃ�ņŔñōĊňŃ�ïŎ�ŀĤŃ

�ņ�ī �ľ�ĸœś �ľ�ŋæńĿí �iô�ŔëíČį
�óĉî�Ŕķ �ô�Ĝćč �iô�ŃîĬĿí �ô�œŎŇîüĿí
�ľ�ĸ÷ś �óĎ�òć �iĽŎ�ĬĴńĿí �ôœčî�ē
�iĽî�ĀńĿí �Ē�ĴŇ �Œ�ĳ �ôň�ē �ņ�ī
�ł�ķ ĎĿ í � Ő�ŀī � ľ�ě í ŎøŀĿ

510788-01

� �õ î�ňòĿ � ô�Ĕńć �Ī�ŔòŀĿ �ĽĐ�ňŃ
774066203��őčîĘī

B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWA R D

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

U�For Sale       U�Job vacancies
U�Buying        U�Job seekers 
U�Housing available  U��Other
U�Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3
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<HPHQ·V�ILUVW�DQG��PRVW�ZLGHO\�UHDG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�QHZVSDSHU

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

 OpiniOn

nadine Marroushi
middleeasteye.net
First published Dec. 27.

I
n the late hours of a Cairo 
evening two weeks ago, a 
woman was sitting in a car 
with a man by the side of the 
road. Two passing police of-

¿FHUV�VWRSSHG�DQG�RUGHUHG�WKH�WZR�
out of the car then insisted they 
would drive the woman home. In-
stead, they raped her.

Known cases of sexual violence 
crimes by state and non-state actors 
have been on the rise in Egypt over 
the past four years. At the same 
WLPH�� SROLFH� ṘFHUV� KDYH�QRW� EHHQ�
held accountable for the crimes 
they have committed, a point that 
LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�VLJQL¿FDQW� LQ�DQ�XS-
rising that was largely motivated by 
impunity for crimes committed by a 
brutal police force.

So who do people turn to, if they 
can’t rely on the police to protect 
them?

Earlier this year, in June, newly 
elected President Abdel Fattah 
Al-Sisi ordered the interior minis-
try, responsible for Egypt’s police 
force, to take all necessary mea-
sures to combat the “sexual harass-
ment” of women after a series of 
attacks—which would have been 
more appropriately described as 
sexual assaults—took place around 
his swearing-in in Cairo’s Tahrir 
Square.

At least nine women, who were 
there to celebrate Sisi’s victory, 
were sexually assaulted and violent-
ly beaten by mobs of men between 
June 3 and 6. The attacks drew 
widespread criticism from human 
rights groups for the state’s failure 
to curb a growing problem.

One 42-year-old woman in Tah-
rir Square with her daughter was 
stripped naked and violently at-
tacked, leaving her backside blood-
ied and bruised. The attack was 
recorded and the video, uploaded 
onto YouTube, sent shockwaves 
through society. She also sustained 
injuries to her genitalia and hot wa-
ter burns on 40 percent of her body.

This was just the latest in a series 
of documented incidents of mob 
and other sexual assaults in Tah-

rir Square. More than 90 attacks 
were reported in the week of June 
30, 2013, alone, when thousands of 
protesters were in the public square 
calling for then president Mohamed 
Morsi to resign.

On Jan. 25, 2013, at least 25 
women were sexually assaulted by 
mobs in the square. One woman 
was raped with a knife. And there 
are numerous other, similar inci-
dents that have been documented 
in 2012, 2011 and further back.

So what does the recent incident 
RI� SROLFH� ṘFHUV� UDSLQJ� D� ZRPDQ�
have to do with the mob sexual as-
saults in Tahrir? Two things: State 
impunity and denial. Let’s start 
with the latter.

Mervat Tallawy, head of the Na-
tional Council for Women, a state 
body formed to propose women-
empowering policies, denied that 
rape or any form of violence against 
women took place in Egypt’s pris-
ons, saying that these were rumors 
made to ruin Egypt’s image abroad 
and to make the June 30 “revolu-
tion” that ousted Morsi a failure.

“It’s not possible for a para-mili-
tary organization to do such things 
inside prison,” Tallawy said.

Documentation by human rights 
groups and journalists contradicts 
this. The El-Nadeem Center for 
the Rehabilitation of Victims of 
Violence, a Cairo-based non-gov-
ernmental organization, has long 
been documenting incidents of rape 
inside and out of Egypt’s prisons, 
particularly those committed by 
state actors, that go back to at least 
the 1990s.

In 2012, El Nadeem documented 
the case of a 30-year-old housewife 
who was raped inside Matareya 
police station. Between 2012 and 
2013, they continued to document 
incidents of rape and threats of rape 
committed against detained men 
and women by uniformed police of-
¿FHUV�DQG�WKHLU�SODLQ�FORWKHG�DLGHV�

On July 1, Amnesty International 
published a report saying that there 
had been a surge in arbitrary ar-
rests and torture in the past year. 
It included testimonies from male 
detainees who allege that they were 
raped in police detention.

Earlier this year, two male po-

litical dissidents claimed they were 
UDSHG� E\� SODLQ�FORWKHG� ṘFHUV� LQ-
side police stations, according to 
the Guardian newspaper. Threats 
of rape have also been documented 
inside Egypt’s military jails.   

A report produced by the Inter-
national Coalition for Egyptians 
$EURDG�� D� JURXS� ḊOLDWHG� ZLWK�
Morsi’s supporters, estimates there 
have been 1,585 female detainees 
between July 3, 2013, and June 
2014 and highlights allegations of 
rape and threats of rape.

In September, a policeman was 
referred to criminal trial on charges 
of raping a mentally ill woman at 
a Cairo police station. The interior 
ministry issued a statement at the 
time saying it “does not cover-up 
any incident attributed to police-
men. It takes the necessary actions 
to investigate them strictly ... and 
that deterrent measures are taken 
against all those involved in its 
commission.”

It was a welcome admission by 
the interior ministry, and yet we 
still have Tallawy’s contradictory 
statement. Denying that a problem 
exists, and blaming rape allegations 
on a political battle over narratives, 
undermines people’s testimonies 
DQG�VHUYHV�RQO\�WR�R̆HU�IXUWKHU�LP-
punity for the perpetrators of such 
crimes.

And there have been numerous 
testimonies of women being raped 
E\�SROLFH�ṘFHUV�RXWVLGH�RI�SULVRQ�

In a harrowing account, a female 
political activist recounted to Brit-
ish-Egyptian journalist Sarah Carr 
how in December last year, after be-
ing regularly followed and harassed 
by state security agents and plain-
FORWKHG� ṘFHUV�� VKH� ZDV� UDSHG� LQ�
a non-residential neighborhood in 
central Cairo.

Al-Azhar university student Nada 
Ashraf recalled to a news website 
that in the same month, after trying 
to help a female student who was 
EHLQJ� KDUDVVHG� E\� D� SROLFH� ṘFHU��
she was caught instead, and he took 
her to his police vehicle and raped 
her.

In early 2011, a 35-year-old Brit-
ish female humanitarian worker 
was raped by an Egyptian army of-
¿FHU� DW� D� VHFXULW\� FKHFNSRLQW� LQ�

North Sinai. This summer, a British 
businesswoman in her 40s claimed 
she was raped by a security guard in 
D�¿YH�VWDU�KRWHO� LQ�WKH�5HG�6HD�UH-
sort of Sharm El-Sheikh.

Also this summer, a German 
tourist alleged that an Egyptian 
SROLFH� ṘFHU� KDG� UDSHG� KHU� DQG�
her mother in the Red Sea resort 
RI� +XUJKDGD�� 7KH� ṘFHU� ZDV� DU-
rested but released when the tourist 
dropped her complaint, according 
to the state-run Ahram Online news 
site.

Those are the stories we hear 
about. There are likely many more 
in a country where human rights 
groups say sexual violence crimes 
are under-reported due to social 
conservatism about the issue and 
fears of further harassment by the 
police.

According to a 2013 study partly 
funded by UN women, 93.4 percent 
of women who were subjected to 
sexual harassment in the streets did 
not report the crime to the police. 
Among the six reasons given for not 
doing so were fears about their rep-
utation, a lack of knowledge about 
their rights, and fears of further ha-
rassment by policemen.

If the police are perpetrators of 
sexual violence crimes, the state 
has little moral authority to uphold 
the law and punish crimes of sexual 
violence that take place by ordinary 
citizens. These crimes will also con-
tinue being under-reported.

The police-as-perpetrators is also 
nothing new. In 2005, in an inci-
dent known as Black Wednesday, 
women protesters and journalists 
were sexually assaulted by mobs of 
pro-regime men as the police stood 
by and watched. The following year, 
women were chased and sexually 
harassed by mobs of youth in down-
town Cairo, again, as policemen re-
portedly stood-by and did nothing.

Yet the law comes down with a 
heavy hand when it comes to non-
state actors. Ten defendants, who 
are accused of kidnapping and rap-
ing a woman from the governorate 
of Kafr el-Sheikh in 2006, are being 
considered for the death penalty, 
the maximum penalty for rape in 
Egypt.

The defendants in the case for 
the June 2014 mob sexual assaults 
received between 20 years to life in 
prison for their crimes.

And yet when it comes to allega-
WLRQV� RI� SROLFH� ṘFHUV� UDSLQJ� DQG�
sexually assaulting women we hear 
of little follow-through with regards 
to their punishment.

If Egypt is to deal with its prob-
lem of sexual violence, and Presi-
dent Sisi is serious about his com-
mitment to eradicating such crimes 
DV� VH[XDO� KDUDVVPHQW�� WKH� ¿UVW� H[-
ample he needs to make is of the 
police. For them, there should be 
a zero-tolerance policy for crimes 
of sexual violence in order for or-
dinary people, women and men, to 
feel safe in their midst.

Nadine Marroushi is a British-Pal-
estinian journalist who has worked 
for Bloomberg and the English edi-
tion of Al-Masry Al-Youm (also 
known as Egypt Independent), and 
as a freelance journalist has writ-
ten for The National newspaper in 
the UAE, and the London Review of 
Books blog. She has also been pub-
lished by the Financial Times, and 
other international publications.

When police rape, who can 
people turn to?

N
ew Horizons Learning Cen-
ters has again earned a spot 
among the Top 20 Informa-
tion Technology (IT) edu-
cational companies in the 

world for the seventh straight year since 
WKH�DZDUG�ZDV�¿UVW�HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ������
E\� WKH� OHDGLQJ�ZHEVLWH�7UDLQLQJ,QGXVWU\�
FRP�

This prestigious award recognizes 
New Horizons’ excellence in leadership 
DQG� LQQRYDWLRQ� LQ� ,7� WUDLQLQJ��EUHDGWK�RI�
IT training, delivery methods offered, 
geographic reach, and other qualifying 
FULWHULD�

Selection to this year's Top 20 IT Train-
LQJ�&RPSDQLHV�/LVW�ZDV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�IRO-
lowing criteria:
�� Leadership and innovation in IT 

training
�� Breadth of IT training and deliv-

ery methods offered
�� Company size and growth po-

tential
�� 4XDOLW\� DQG� QXPEHU� RI� FOLHQWV�

users
�� Geographic reach
�� Awards, recognition, and com-

petitive differentiation
“The Top 20 IT Training Companies list 
FRQWLQXHV�WR�JHW�VWURQJHU�DQG�PRUH�JORE-
al in nature every year,” said Ken Taylor, 
7UDLQLQJ� ,QGXVWU\� ,QF�¶V� &KLHI� 2SHUDWLQJ�
2I¿FHU�� ³:H� KDYH� DGGHG� VHYHUDO� QHZ�
companies to the list this year, as we 
strive to showcase companies that can 
truly deliver the full portfolio of IT training 

that every corporation needs to provide 
WKHLU�HPSOR\HHV�´

“The organizations selected for the 
�����OLVW�VKRZFDVH�WKH�EHVW�WKLV�VHJPHQW�
of the industry has to offer,” said Doug 
+DUZDUG�� 7UDLQLQJ� ,QGXVWU\� ,QF�¶V� &KLHI�
([HFXWLYH� 2I¿FHU��³7KLV� VHJPHQW� RI� WKH�
training industry continues to experience 
a shift in customer demand, from topics 
they want, to the modalities they want 
GHOLYHUHG�´

About New Horizons Computer Learn-
ing Centers
:LWK� RYHU� ���� FHQWHUV� LQ� ��� FRXQWULHV��
8�6��EDVHG� 1HZ� +RUL]RQV� :RUOGZLGH�
,QF�� �3LQN� 6KHHWV�� 1:5=�3.�� LV� WKH�
ZRUOG¶V� ODUJHVW� ,�7�� WUDLQLQJ� FRPSDQ\��
Through an integrated learning approach 
WKDW�HQVXUHV�WKDW�QHZ�NQRZOHGJH�FDQ�EH�
applied to real-life situations, New Hori-
zons delivers a full range of technology 
DQG� EXVLQHVV� VNLOOV� WUDLQLQJ� IURP� EDVLF�
DSSOLFDWLRQ�DQG�GHVNWRS�SURGXFWLYLW\�WRROV�
WR�FRPSOH[�DQG�LQWHJUDWHG�EXVLQHVV�V\V-
WHPV��1HZ�+RUL]RQV�FRQWLQXHV�WR�H[SDQG�
its offerings, locations, and solutions to 
meet the growing demands placed on 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV� DQG� WKHLU� HPSOR\HHV�� )RU�
PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��YLVLW�RXU�JOREDO�ZHEVLWH�
DW�ZZZ�QHZKRUL]RQV�FRP�

T
he Universal Touring Com-
SDQ\� RSHQHG� LWV� QHZ� EUDQFK�
RQ� $O�=XEUDL� 6WUHHW� RQ� 'H-
FHPEHU� ���� 2PDU� 0RKDP-
PHG� 2PDU�� WKH� GHSXW\� KHDG�

RI��WKH�ERDUGV�RI�GLUHFWRU��DQG�0DKPRXG�
$O�6KDLEDQL��WKH�JHQHUDO�PDQDJHU�RI�WKH�
FRPSDQ\�EHVLGHV�RWKHU�PDQDJHUV�ZHUH�
LQ�DWWHQGDQFH��
7KH�QHZ�EUDQFK�ZLOO�EH�RIIHULQJ�H[FHOOHQW�
services in preparing tourist programs to 
7XUNH\��0DOD\VLD��(J\SW��6LQJDSRUH�DQG�
RWKHU�GHVWLQDWLRQV��7KLV�EUDQFK�ZLOO�DOVR�
LVVXH� WUDYHO� WLFNHWV� ��PDNH� KRWHO� ERRN-
ings, and issue International Driving 
3HUPLW�
'XULQJ� WKH� RSHQLQJ� FHUHPRQ\��)LNUL�$O�

6KDLEDQL�DQG�$UHI�$O�0DVRRGL�ZHUH�KRQ-
RUHG� LQ� WULEXWH� WR� WKHLU�H[FHOOHQW�SHUIRU-
PDQFH�RYHU�������
2Q�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�WKLV�QHZ�EUDQFK��WKH�
universal touring company offers its 
warmest congratulations to its clients on 
WKH�RFFDVLRQ�RI�WKH�QHZ�\HDU��

New Horizons Awarded Top Training 
Company

Universal Touring Company  opens 
new branch  

 AdvertOriAl

 AdvertOriAl

The Egyptian legal system can heavily punish rapists when it wants to--provided they do not belong to 
state organizations.




