YEME

@y,

MES

TIMES ,i/
N\ % &
Tuesday, 6 January, 2015 A Issue No. 1848

Feature Photo Essay Report
Father foregoes dowry Sana’a: Then Modern and traditional slavery
request, demands one and Now still exist in Yemen
million Facebook likes
instead
Page 3 Page 6 Page 7




BUSINESS
FOR PEACE

Advertisement 6 January, 2015 AvaRD




jiya Hertz.

Full Solutions

THIS COPY IS NOT FOR SALE

YEMEN TIMES

Universal Rent a Car

Sana,a Tel: 01 440309 , Movenpick Hotel 01 546061, BUSINESS
Aden 02 245625 FOR PEACE
Hertz-yemen@universalyemen.com AWARD

www.universayemen.com

Tuesday, 6 January, 2015 ¢ Issue No. 1848 ¢ Price 50 Yemeni Riyals

Bombing on Siteen Street
leaves four injured

www.yementimes.com ¢ Founded in 1991 by Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Bomb destroys home of Houthi
leader, meters away from local
school

Story and photo by
Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Jan. 5—An explosion on Siteen
Street in western Sana’a left six people in-
jured Sunday, two of them in critical condi-
tion.

The blast was caused by an improvised ex-
plosive device (IED), and struck a two-floor
house belonging to Naji Mahi Al-Deen, a
prominent Houthi figure, located in the Salah
Al-Deen neighborhood on Siteen Street. The
first floor of Al-Deen’s home was being used
as a residence for Houthi youth. The second
floor was the living quarters of Al-Deen and
his family.

Al-Deen told the Yemen Times that the
blast occured around 6 a.m. All those injured
in the attack were Houthis living on the first
floor. “They were Ansar Allah youth who were
living here,” Al-Deen said. None of his fam-
ily members, who reside on the second floor,
were injured, he said.

“The attack took place early, so not that
many people were hurt. It could have been a
lot worse,” he added.

Al-Deen told them Yemen Times that one
of those injured suffered a serious head inju-
ry, and that another had one of his legs ampu-
tated as a result of permanent damage done.

Sultan Mohammed, 35, owns a barbershop
in the neighborhood. He said the explosion
was very loud, and that it woke him up.

All the windows in his shop—which is lo-
cated a few meters from the residence that
was targeted, were shattered. “The explosion

blew open the door and damaged everything,”
he added.

Al-Deen blamed Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP) for the attack. “They want
to intimidate and coerce us into not hosting
our activities and meetings, but they won’t
succeed. We'll keep having meetings here af-
ter we rebuild what was destroyed,” Al-Deen
said.

The blast also took place roughly 15 meters
from the Saleh Al-Deen school.

“The blast took place almost one hour be-
fore students arrived,” Mohammed said. “The
school’s windows and doors were shattered
and damaged. They gave kids the day off,” he
said.

“If the blast had occured [an hour] later, the
result would have been disastrous,” Moham-
med added.

Abdualrazaq Al-Muaiad, director of the
Sana’a Security Department, said security
forces were deployed to the area following the
incident to check for more explosives. He told
the Yemen Times that investigations were un-
derway, and that no one has yet been named
as a suspect.

He cautioned residents not to gather at the
scene of explosions, as they can become the
targets of second bombs that get detonated
after the fact.

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the Houthi
political office, accused AQAP of being behind
the attack. AQAP has not yet claimed respon-
sibility for the attack.

The blast came one day after an explosion
in Dhamar governorate claimed the lives of
four Houthis and a journalist. Houthis en-
gaged in preparations for the Prophet Mo-
hammed’s birthday in Ibb were also targetted
on Dec. 31 by a suicide bomber, in an attack
that left more than 40 dead. AQAP claimed
responsibility for the attack.

The first floor of Naji Mahi Al-Deen’s home in Sana’a’s Salah Al-Deen neighborhood following an IED explosion that took
place Sunday morning.

Kalfout brothers arrested

Notorious brothers behind repeated
sabotage of oil pipelines

B Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 6— Fugitive brothers Ham-
mad and Mohammad Kalfout were arrested in
the capital Sana’a on Saturday.

Security forces in Hadda neighborhood ar-
rested Hammad and Mohammad Kalfout on
Saturday night after the pair were stopped at
a checkpoint.

The brothers have been wanted since 2012
for sabotaging a number of oil pipelines and
transmission towers in Marib government, in
addition to stealing equipment used to build
such facilities and holding them for ransom.

Lieutenant Colonel Ahmed Al-Dubai, chief
of the Suhail police station located on Sabeen
Street in Hadda, told the Yemen Times the
men were arrested in cooperation with Houthi
popular committee members who were also
manning the checkpoint.

Officers became suspicious when they no-
ticed the car, a beige 2013 Toyota Land Cruis-
er, passing through without license plates.
Once officers and Houthis identified the sus-
pects, were they were arrested and taken to the
Suhail police station, Al-Dubai said.

He added that the two brothers were in pos-
session of AK-47s and 119 rounds of ammo at
the time of their arrest, which were deposited
at the station. The Yemen Times could not in-
dependently identify the claim.

Investigations into the amount of infrastruc-
ture destroyed by the brothers are ongoing, ac-
cording to Al-Dubai.

Mohammad Hizam, deputy head of the Min-
istry of Interior’s Public Relations Department,
said security forces have been unable to deter-
mine the costs of any damage caused by the
brothers because several tribes in Marib gover-
norate and elsewhere have also taken responsi-
bility for cases of sabotage in recent years.

Statistics released by Yemen’s Cabinet on
Dec. 11 claimed that the state incurred $6.9
billion in losses between 2012 and 2014 as a
result of attacks against oil and gas pipelines
and electricity grids.

Mohammad Kalfout has confessed in various
media outlets to blowing up transmission tow-

Azal Channel

Mohammed Kalfout during his appearance
on the Azal television station.

ers and oil pipelines, in order to pressure the
government into meeting a range of demands.

In September 2013 he appeared on the Azal
television station and admitted to sabotag-
ing oil pipelines and electricity power lines in
Marib governorate. During his appearance, he
called for the government to improve infra-
structure in Marib governorate, employ more
of its residents in the public sector, and im-
prison those responsible for killing his son and
nephew.

Kalfout alleged that the pair were Kkilled
in Sana’a city on May 18, 2012 by tribesmen
based out of Amran governorate. He claimed
that those responsible were arrested but had
been released without charge.

The Yemen Times contacted Sheikh Abdul-
lah Al-Judai, a prominent member of the
brothers’ Abidah tribe in Marib.“He destroys
and at times steals the equipment used to build
and construct government facilities, holds
them ransom and demands money,” he said.
“The money he makes he pays to those who
help him. He’s been doing this for years.”

Al-Judai accused Mohammad Kalfout of
working with criminals and armed members of
other tribes interested in making quick money,
and said many in his tribe have disowned him
as a result of his activities.

Ministry of Defense asks for battalion’s
seized equipment in Marib

H Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Jan. 5—Tribesmen in Marib
government are currently in negotia-
tions with the Ministry of Defense to re-
turn a stockpile of weapons and military
vehicles they seized Friday morningn
from a government battalion returning
to its base in the Arhab district north of
Sana’a. The disgruntled tribesmen at-
tacked the government convoy, belong-
ing to Brigade 62, as it passed through
a valley in the Marib area as it returned
from assignment in the eastern Shabwa
province, where it had been stationed
since last April.

According to tribal sources, clashes
broke out when the battalion refused to
surrender their equipment. Two tribes-
men and four soldiers were killed in the
fighting, said Saleh Lanjaf, a promi-
nent sheikh in the Abidah tribe, part of
the tribal alliance. Twenty others were
wounded.

According to tribal sources, the
tribesmen confiscated the equipment
to prevent it from falling into the hands
of the Houthis, a group whose militias
have spread throughout northern Ye-
men since late September when they
seized the capital, undermining state
authority and local tribal sovereignty.

The alliance to which the tribes be-
long, known as the Sons of Marib, have
long worried that a peace accord struck
in late November between them and
the Houthis, also known as Ansar Allah,
would not hold, and that the group’s
fighters might overtake Marib. Bri-
gade 62 was formerly commanded by
Ahmed Ali, former President Ali Abdul-
la Saleh’s son. It is widely believed that
Saleh is in an alliance with the Houthis
and aided in their seizure of Sana’a.

“We are willing to hand over this mil-
itary equipment if the state guarantees
that it will not be given to the Houthis,”
said Lanjaf.

The battalion’s final destination
was Arhab district, an area where the
Houthis have controlled checkpoints
and government buildings since mid-

December.

Among the seized weaponry in-
cludesdnumerous rocket launchers and
guns, ten tanks, ten other military ve-
hicles and scores of ammunition, said
Lanjaf. The tribal leader claims that an
additional three tanks and five military
vehicles were rendered inoperable dur-
ing the clashes.

A well-placed source at the Minis-
try of Defense, could not confirm the
quantity or make of the equipment that
the tribesmen had in their possession.
However, the official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity because he was
not authorized to speak to the press, de-
scribed the negotiations to recover the
equipment as promising.

In an act of good faith, the tribes-
men released on Saturday several sol-
diers that they had captured during the

clashes on Friday.

Estimates of the number of soldiers
in the battalion are between 80-100,
according to both the tribal alliance and
the Ministry of Defense.

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a member
of the Houthi Poltical Office in Sana’a,
denied that the Houthis were poised to
receive the battalion’s equipment upon
its arrival in Arhab, labeling such talk
as rumors.

While negotiations play out with the
Ministry of Defense, local Marib jour-
nalist, Mohammed Bohaibeh, says the
Sons of Marib--which claims to com-
mand 4,500armed men strong—have
been uneasily eying the Houthis’ next
move.

“The tribesmen are cautious and fear
the Houthis may enter the governorate
any moment,” he said.




2

Around The Nation

6 January, 2015

BUSINESS
FOR PEACE
AWARD TIMES

*

Four killed and 23 injured in Dhammar explosion

B Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 4— Four people
were killed and 23 injured in an
IED explosion in Dhammar city on
Sunday.

Dhammar governorate secu-
rity chief Abdul Karim Al-Odaini
said the explosive went off in the
guest suite of a mansion belonging
to governor Hamoud Abad as at-
tempts were made to disarm it.

Al-Odaini confirmed that four
members of Ansar Allah, also
known as Houthis, were killed in
the blast. Amongst the dead was
Khalid Al-Weshali, a television cor-
respondent with Al-Masira station,
the media mouthpiece of Ansar Al-
lah.

As of Monday he said no suspects
had been named in the case and
that investigations were still ongo-
ing. “However, this attack bears the
markings of Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula [AQAP],” he added.

Al-Weshali’'s cousin Najib, a
prominent Houthi media figure in
Dhammar and former deputy edi-
tor-in-chief of weekly newspaper
Al-Khalasa, explained the sequence
of events leading to the explosion.

He said the IED had initially been
planted in front of the Al-Wahda
School for Girls on Al Manzel street
in Dhammar city. Popular commit-
tee members reportedly discovered
the device under a pile of garbage
and, after removing its external
timer, had it transported to a guest
suite in the governor’s home to be
defused.

Accompanied by the Al-Masira
television crew, it was there that
the IED exploded as popular com-
mittee members were attempting
to defuse the bomb. “The governor
was ushered out of the house about

Al-Masirah Channal

Four Houthis, also known as Ansar Allah, were killed during an at-
tempt to disarm an IED in Dhammar city. Among them was Khalid Al-
Weshali, seen above, a correspondent with the Al-Masira television
station, the organization’s media mouthpiece.

30 seconds before all this hap-
pened,” Najib said.

Mahmoud Ali Dadyah, a resident
of Dhammar city who witnessed
the explosion, confirmed the course
of events as described by Najib.

The Yemen Times spoke with
Abu Al-Zinad Al-Abyani, an AQAP
fighter operating in Dhammar,
about the incident. “We stated
clearly on Dec. 30 that civilians
should not congregate near groups
of Houthis, who we’ll be targeting
in our attacks,” he said. “We have
a hundred attacks planned against
Houthi forces stationed throughout
the country.”

Nonetheless, neither Al-Abyani
nor anyone else has claimed re-
sponsibility for placing the IED in
front of the Al-Wahda School for
Girls.

Ali Dadyah claimed that the city
has become increasingly lawless
as of late, creating a vacuum that
AQAP fighters have taken advan-

tage of.

The explosion came one day after
a study was published by the Ab-
bad Research Center, an indepen-
dent non-profit NGO established in
2010 through Yemen’s Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labor, detailing
the number of casualties witnessed
throughout Yemen over the last
year as a result of armed conflict in
the country.

According to the report, a total
of 7,000 Yemenis were killed in
2014, including nearly 1,000 from
the country’s security forces. An
estimated 1,200 civilians have died
since the conclusion of the Nation-
al Dialogue Conference on Jan. 25,
2014.

The reports estimates that 500
AQAP members have died, 106 of
whom have been killed by Ameri-
can drone strikes. It added that
roughly 5,000 Houthis had been
killed throughout the year, includ-
ing 2,000 in the Marib, Al-Jawf
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and Amran governorates, 2,000
in Sana’a, Hodeidah and Ibb, and
nearly 1,000 in Al-Baidah gover-
norate.

Figures show that Houthis seized
a total of 120 (T55-T62) tanks, 70
(BTR-BMB) armored cars, 20
Howitzer Cannons, 10 Katyusha
rocket launchers, 100 Grade sur-
face-to-surface heat seeking and
anti aircraft missiles, 100 armored
vehicles carrying heavy and medi-
um machine guns and hundreds of
other military vehicles and dozens
of ammunition warehouses.

Muhammad Salam Muhammad,
chairman of the center, claims that
his team arrived at these statistics
through field studies conducted by

staff members, monitoring of me-
dia outlets and press statements
released by government bodies and
the country’s various armed mili-
tias, and through exclusive docu-
ments received by the center from
government bodies.

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the
Houthi Political Office in Sana’a,
has dismissed estimates of the
number of Houthis killed as false,
but was unable to provide alterna-
tive numbers.

He added that although Houthis
had acquired large numbers of
weapons since their recent expan-
sion throughout the country, popu-
lar committees were cooperating
with security forces in maintaining

security. He reiterated claims that
Ansar Allah would disarm entirely
once stability was restored to the
country.

Jamal Al-Qiz, chairman of the
Ministry of Defense’s Security Di-
rectorate, reviewed the report and
told the Yemen Times that its sta-
tistics regarding the total numbers
killed in 2014 were accurate.

“Not a day has gone by in the last
year that Yemen hasn’t witnessed
fighting and killing,” he said. He
added that security forces were in
ongoing negotiations with Houthi
leaders for the latter to disarm and
return weapons they had seized,
but that as of yet these talks have
not yielded any results.

Military officer assassinated
in Shabwah

B Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A, Jan. 5— Unidentified
gunmen assassinated the head
of the Operations Department of
the 21st Mechanized Army Bri-
gade in Ataq city within Shabwa
governorate Sunday morning, ac-
cording to security sources.

Abdul Karim Al-Jaefi, chief
of staff for the 21st Mechanized
Brigade in Shabwa, told the Ye-
men times that Colonel Hamoud
Hussein Al-Durhani, 48, was as-
sassinated in Ataq city early on
Sunday as he left his home.

“Two unknown assailants rid-
ing a motorcycle opened fire on
Al-Durhani while he was driv-
ing to work at approximately
9:30a.m., killing him,” said Al-

Jaefi. “They removed his body
from the car, which they then co-
opted and used to flee the scene,
leaving his corpse on the road.”

Al-Durhani was originally from
the Yafa’a districtin Yemen’s Lahj
governorate, according to Naji
Al-Yafei, a soldier in Ataq city
who was personally acquainted
with the deceased officer.

“He was a noble military offi-
cer, his death is a true loss,” he
said.

Al-Jaefi claimed investigations
were ongoing to identify those re-
sponsible for the attack, but that
no suspects had been identified
as of yet.

An Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP) source speak-
ing with the Yemen Times on

Sunday said that the organiza-
tion’s members had orchestrated
the assassination, however AQAP
has not officially claimed respon-
sibility for the attack.

On Jan. 3 of this year, the
group claimed responsibility for
killing two soldiers in the Dalaa
region of Shabwa governorate
when their vehicle drove over
an IED that had been planted in
the area. On Dec. 6, 2014, Luke
Somers, an American photojour-
nalist, and Pierre Korkie, a South
African English teacher—both
been held by the group for more
than a year—were killed in Shab-
wa governorate when the United
States, in cooperation with Ye-
meni military forces, attempted
to free them.

Civil disobedience campaign
launched in Mukalla city

B Ali lbrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 6— The capital
of Hadramout governorate saw
a widespread civil disobedience
campaign begin on Monday morn-
ing with much of the city’s public
facilities and businesses closing
down.

According to Nasser Baqzag-
zur, a Southern Movement leader
based in the city, the campaign
lasted from 6 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Hadba Al-Yazidi, a Mukalla-
based correspondent working
with the Al-Saeeda news outlet,
said Southern Movement mem-
bers had blocked off a number of
streets in the city and set up make-
shift checkpoints. He claimed the
city’s schools and universities had
closed down, and that a number of
government facilities had officially
given their employees the day off.

“The streets of Mukalla today
were deserted,” said Al-Yazidi.

Health clinics, hospitals, elec-
tricity and water facilities were ex-
cluded from the campaign, accord-
ing to Baqzaqzur.

Abdu Rabu Al-Asali, director of
Human Resources at the Mukalla
Water and Sewage Local Corpora-
tion, said his office chose to remain
closed in spite of the exemption in
order to avoid any possible riots or
acts of vandalism.

Al-Asali pointed out that many
protestors are armed with AK-47s,
and he claimed that all govern-
ment facilities had followed suit to
avoid potential reprisals.

Baqzaqzur confirmed that armed
members of the Southern Move-
ment could be found throughout
Mukalla, however he maintained
that the movement’s leadership
was against the use of violence,
confrontations with security forces
or attacks on buildings and institu-
tions.

Al-Mukalla Today

Most private and public businesses remained closed during the
civil disobedience campaign, which lasted until 2 p.m. on Monday.

“Unfortunately, the proliferation
of weapons throughout Mukalla in
general means that many of those
who took to the streets did so while
armed,” he said.

Muhammad Qasim Al-Dhamari,
a grocery store owner in Mukalla
who is originally from Dhammar
city in Dhammar governorate,
part of the former North Yemen
Arab Republic, says that he closed
his store in fear of reprisals from
armed Southern Movement mem-
bers.

In the city’s Fouh Al-Mukalla
neighborhood, security forces tem-
porarily clashed with Southern
Movement members who had been
blocking a road and preventing
drivers from passing through. Se-
curity forces attempted to disperse
the demonstrators by firing into
the air, but eventually withdrew to
avoid an escalation.

Abdullah Al-Qaedi, an officer
within the Ministry of Interior’s
Mukalla city Operations Depart-
ment, said that the call for civil dis-
obedience was announced Sunday

evening, and that security forces
in the city had taken a decision
then not to engage the Movement’s
armed supporters in order to avoid
exacerbating the situation.

Mohammad Bafrid, a member
of the Southern Movement Coor-
dination Council for protests in
Mukalla city, claimed that no one
was injured during the altercation.

“We'll continue our escalations
and campaign for civil disobedi-
ence every week until we achieve
independence,” he added.

Abdul Rahman Bahahad, a resi-
dent of Mukallah who runs the
Furniture Department of Yemen'’s
Economic Corporation, told the
Yemen Times that he does not sup-
port the civil disobedience cam-
paign.

“As southerners we have le-
gitimate demands, including the
return of land stolen by northern-
ers and increased opportunities
for employment, but this is not
the way to do it,” he said. “Closing
down streets and engaging in thug-
gery isn’t the way to effect change.”
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Father foregoes dowry request, demands

one million Facebook likes instead

Dowries: A measure of worth for a prized daughter’s hand? Or an outdated tradition that does more

harm than good?

H Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki
‘ ‘ agreed to allow him
to marry her, on
the condition that
he help me collect
one million likes on
Facebook,” said Salem Ayash, 48,
a resident of Taiz city. “In the end,
we only got 141,000, but I figured
that was enough.” Salem was refer-
ring to his daughter, whose name he
did not want to reveal, and Osama
Al-Qudaimi, a young man who had
been courting her since 2012. Tradi-
tionally in Yemen, marriages come
after a hefty mahar, or dowry, is
paid to the father of the bride by the
groom and his family.
Ayash has worked as a herbal
doctor for twenty years and runs a
clinic in Taiz’s Al-Masbah neighbor-

The bride’s father: “Getting rid of the
practice, or at least decreasing the price of
dowries on the whole, will help youth start

families and strengthen society.”

hood known as “Arabian medicine.”
He has long been vocal against the
practice of paying dowries, calling it
an outdated practice that does more
harm than good in modern society.

As an act of defiance, and to make
a statement about his opinion re-
garding the practice, he instead
chose a different form of payment:
For Al-Qudaimi to start a popular
Facebook campaign that attracted
one million likes.

The campaign was launched and
a Facebook page was created Dec. 6,
2013, the day Al-Qudaimi proposed.
One year later, after having reached
141,000 likes, Ayash finally allowed
Al-Qudaimi to have his daughter’s
hand in marriage.

“It’s not realistic for families to
ask for exorbitant sums of money to
marry off their daughters,” he said.

“People today are poor
and can’t afford it. As a
result, young men and
women get older, and
resort to sexual devi-
ancy and other immoral
behavior,” Ayash said.

“Getting rid of the
practice, or at least de-
creasing the price of
dowries on the whole,
will help youth start
families and strengthen
society.”

In Taiz, it is not un-
common for dowries to
range from anywhere
between YR2 million to
YR4 million.

The request for such a
high number of likes, he
said, was simply a ploy

to spread the anti-dowry message to
a large number of people.

Not everyone in Yemen supports
his move, and Ayash claims he has
encountered resistance both online
and from people in his community.
“No good deed goes unpunished,”
he said. “A lot of people I know say
that by doing this I'm encouraging
youth to go online and engage in im-
moral behavior without their fami-
lies knowing. Obviously, that’s not
the point at all.”

He mentioned a popular hadith,
or saying of the prophet Moham-
mad, taken from the Kitab Al-Nikah
(book marriage) section within the
Rawayat Al-Trimidhi collection,
in which the prophet states that
when marrying off one’s daughter,

“People today
are poor and
can’t afford

it. As a result,
young men and
women get
older, and re-
sort to sexual
deviancy and
other immoral
behavior,” said
the bride’s fa-
ther.

it’s better to receive even a small
dowry, amounting to an ‘iron ring’,
than nothing. He says that those
who agree that the price of dowries
should be decreased, have pointed
to this hadith as a justification for
the necessity of maintaining the
dowry system, even if it is reduced.

“Marrying off my daughter for
free is what they find hard to be-
lieve,” he says. “They think it’s de-
grading.”

Al-Qudaimi  graduated from
Sana’a University’s Faculty of Me-
dia and currently works as a web
designer within various offices in
the Ministry of Information. De-
spite his skills, he doubts that he
would have been able to save up
enough money to pay a normal
dowry in the time it took to reach
the 141,000 likes he obtained for
Ayash on Facebook.

“I met my wife in 2012, and have
been in love with her ever since,”
he said. “Before we came up with
the idea to launch the Facebook
campaign, I offered Ayash all I
had—not quite YR 100,000—but he
wouldn’t accept it. I'd still be single
if it wasn’t for Ayash’s progressive
mindset. More fathers in Yemen
should adopt this practice.”

Studies released last year by
Sana’a University’s Faculty of Soci-
ology claimed that roughly 70 per-
cent of Yemeni men postpone mar-

“Fathers work
hard to raise
their daugh-
ters to be mor-
al, they can’t
be expected
to marry them
off for free.
Plus, there are
other options,”
said Hamzah
Al-Wali, a psy-
chologist who
works with
youth in local
schools.

riage until after the age of 25 as a
result of high dowries and the costs
associated with marriage.

Abdul Karem Daghbas, 35, lives
in Dhamar and supports Ayash’s
campaign and what it represents
for just this reason. “Dowries in
Dhamar city run as high as YR1.5
million. I don’t know when I'll ever
be able to afford that,” he said.

He speculated that there would be
further social deterioration within
society if solutions were not provid-
ed. “If young men don’t get married,
they’ll resort to harassing girls in
the street or worse,” he said. “This is
something that I myself have done,
admittedly.”

Hamzah Al-Wali is a psycholo-
gist who works with youth in local
high schools throughout Sana’a.
Like many others, he believes dow-
ries should be reduced but that, for
religious and cultural reasons, they
cannot be done away with all to-
gether.

“Fathers work hard to raise their
daughters to be moral, they can’t be
expected to marry them off for free.
Plus, there are other options,” Al-
Wali said.

According to Al-Wali, a number

of charitable organizations have re-
cently cropped up to help youth pay
for their dowries, often performing
mass wedding ceremonies.

But, it’s not just fathers that are
sticking with the dowry tradition.
Many women find it shameful to be
married off for small sums.

Jamila Al-Rai, a recent graduate
from Sana’a University’s English
Department, claims she would nev-
er agree to such a marriage if put in
that position.

“Ayash treated his daughter like
a can of Pepsi,” she said. “I would
never agree to marry a man for any-
thing less than YR1 million.”

For other women, it is not difficult
to find reasons to oppose the prac-
tice of dowries. Jamila Al-Kulaibi,
who is 30 years old, says she is still
single because none of the men who
proposed to her were able to afford
the amount of money demanded by
her father, a sum YR1.2 million.

“I know a lot of women as old
as 40 who still aren’t married be-
cause of dowries,” she said. “They’re
known as ‘awaanis,” or ‘spinsters’.
The stigma attached to such women
who never get married is horrible, I
don’t want that for myself.”
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Clean and hygienic (particularly to hands, face

Outgoing, confident and lively
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info.funcitysanaa@gmail.com




Elizabeth Dickinson
I Middle East Institute
First published Dec. 23
s Bahrain’s newly
elected parliament
convened for the first
time last week, the
island nation stands
divided. The Shia-dominated op-
position boycotted last month’s
elections and will be outside the
political system for the foreseeable
future, leaving little prospect for
the community’s political advance-
ment. Meanwhile, the predomi-
nantly Sunni electorate participated
strongly in the polls and will move
forward alone on a series of reforms
and priorities that are most impor-
tant to their community.

In other words, half of Bahrain
is progressing politically while the
other half remains frozen in place.
This growing—and now essentially
codified—split may increase social
tensions and exacerbate the long-
standing structural issues that led
to the initial political crisis.

The Sunni community is more
politically aware and empowered
than they were four years ago, when
a Shia-dominated opposition took
to the streets in Arab Spring-in-
spired protests. Loyalists’ demands
for better government services,
more transparency in government,
and a more accountable parliament
will become the political priorities
for the next four years—with poten-
tially large political and economic
dividends for the community.

The Shia community, meanwhile,
remains politically disenfranchised
and subject to strict policing. Its
members frequently report eco-
nomic discrimination for public
jobs. But because the opposition,
led by the officially registered po-
litical society Al-Wefaq, chose to

boycott the elections, neither the
government nor the international
community will see an immediate
reason to push for political conces-
sions.

The Polls

November’s election was the first
full parliamentary vote since op-
position MPs resigned en masse
in 2011, in protest of a crackdown
against the Arab Spring-inspired
protests that drew tens of thou-
sands to the streets.

In the years since, Bahrain has
struggled to overcome the crisis.
The country’s crown prince spear-
headed several attempts to hold
a national dialogue that included
opposition members, loyalists, and
independents. But each fell short of
a full consensus. Meanwhile, small-
scale protests have continued in
Bahrain’s Shi‘a-majority villages,
often devolving into clashes with se-
curity forces. According to activists,
an estimated 3,000 prisoners are
now being held in relation to the un-
rest and as many as 150 have died.
Meanwhile, for the last 18 months,
radical elements of the opposition
have begun deploying rudimentary
bombs and other explosives in retal-
iation. A handful of incidents have
led to casualties, including most re-
cently the death of a Jordanian po-
lice officer on Dec. 8. The officer had
been part of a security cooperation
agreement between the two govern-
ment.

In this context, both the Bahraini
government and the international
community saw the parliamentary
vote as a benchmark that could
bring the opposition back into the
political system and turn the page
on the last four years. Diplomats
campaigned aggressively for the op-
position to participate in the polls.
Despite ongoing concerns about hu-

6 January, 2015

4 Opinion
—‘”m
Bahrain’s elections and the opposition

man rights, they argued that being
in parliament was vital for the op-
position’s ability to work for reform.
“We and other international
partners were very disappointed
that Wefaq didn’t take part,” said
a Western diplomatic source. “We
thought that was a bad move and we
all tried very hard to persuade them
that it made sense to participate.”

The Opposition

The early signs for electoral par-
ticipation were not promising. But
in early January 2014, figures from
Wefaq held a “frank and transpar-
ent” meeting with the country’s
crown prince that the group hoped
would re-open talks and yield some
progress. Prince Salman bin Isa al-
Khalifa solicited proposals from the
opposition, as well as from non-
opposition political societies, from
which the Royal Court would put
together a proposed agenda for a
new national dialogue.

Some nine months later, We-
faq says it felt blindsided when the
crown prince announced a series of
proposed political reforms said to
be the “common ground” between
the various sides. Although short
on details, the proposals did include
nods to at least some of the opposi-
tion’s key demands, such as elector-
al redistricting, a more empowered
parliament, judicial independence,
and some security sector reform.

Still, Wefaq said it had not been
consulted since the spring and felt
the proposals were unilateral. “We
didn’t know that negotiations were
over,” said Abdul Jalil Khalil Ebra-
him, former head of Wefaq’s parlia-
mentary bloc. The bloc decided to
boycott the polls, arguing that the
elections would do little to heal po-
litical rifts.

According to some analysts in
Bahrain, this decision stirred de-

bate within the opposition, with
certain parts of Wefaq seeking to
participate while others remaining
opposed. One candidate from the
party ranks did register, though he
later withdrew, and Ebrahim de-
nied that the issue had caused any
fractures.

By the time the election took
place, the opposition did appear to
coalesce around the boycott. Turn-
out in the two strongest opposi-
tion districts fell below 10 percent.
While the majority likely boycotted
by choice, there were also reports
of intense community pressure de-
terring any hopeful voters from the
polls.

The Vote

While the opposition debated
whether to participate, those not
in the opposition, mostly Bahrain’s
Sunni community, were taking the
election seriously—arguably more
so than any previous vote. The re-
sults from these districts indicate
some democratic gains, including
high percentages of voter turnout
and impressive rates of punishment
for candidates seen as failing to fol-
low through on past promises.

Voters dealt a stunning loss to
nearly all incumbents and political
societies in favor of new faces and
independents. Some in the Sunni
community have taken to calling
the new parliament the assembly of
“The Unknowns.”

The vote marked the first time
that elections have revolved largely
around issues, argues Yacoub Al-
Slaise, a co-founder of the Sunni
youth coalition Al-Fateh, which
soon hopes to register as a political
society. “This election was the first
time that voters punished candi-
dates who did not deliver,” he said.
“Maybe you did not vote for the best
MP, but you got rid of the old one.”

Contributing to this dynamic was
the rise of social media accounts
documenting parliamentary ac-
countability. One such Twitter feed
with 122,000 followers, @DeertyB-
hr, posted lists of MPs who had vot-
ed for or against popular measures
like a public sector salary increase.

Other candidates look to have
been punished for sectarian rheto-
ric. For example, Sunni preacher
Jassim Al-Saeedi, an MP since 2002
famous for vitriolic attacks on Shia,
lost his seat by a landslide. Analysts
said voters were unconvinced by the
MP’s tendency to blame Shia Iran
for many of Bahrain’s problems,
rather than addressing internal so-
lutions.

Electoral districting in September
also likely contributed to the result.
The new lines broke up or expanded
some traditional constituencies of
the country’s Sunni political societ-
ies, reducing their previous elector-
al advantage.

Voter turnout was high—a pri-
ority for the government given the
electoral boycott. Some local media
indulged in fear mongering that
may have pushed some to the polls.
Local dailies cited unconfirmed
reports, for example, that public
services would be prioritized for
those who participated in the elec-
tion. Citizens receive a stamp in
their passports when they vote, and
some feared they could be asked for
this proof of participation when ap-
plying for jobs or soliciting public
housing in the future.

Going Forward
The incoming parliament is likely
to focus on the issues that its con-
stituents care most about, among
them public service provision, gov-
ernment salaries and pensions, and
security.

The fact that the opposition is left
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out of parliament does not neces-
sarily mean that the government
will escape criticism. In fact, having
stood by the ruling family in 2011 at
the height of the unrest, many in the
Sunni community now feel more
empowered to ask for things they
have long sought, such as a more
efficient and transparent govern-
ment.

Some of these demands align with
the objectives of the opposition, in-
cluding the empowerment of the
elected parliament vis-a-vis an ap-
pointed upper chamber, the Shura
Council.

“Parliament still has some limi-
tations, and as we are elected, we
need more power,” said incoming
MP Mohammed Al-Amadi. He sug-
gests a constitutional amendment
that would ensure that a two-thirds
majority in the lower chamber could
circumvent laws needing the ap-
proval of the Shura.

Meanwhile, the prospects for the
opposition to secure any significant
political compromise look increas-
ingly dim.

The opposition has in recent years
turned its focus to the international
community, hoping that pressure
from Bahrain’s Western allies could
encourage reform. But this dynamic
is changing fast as regional insecu-
rity heightens. Bahrain has joined
a 60-country U.S.-led coalition
against the Iraq and Syria-based
militant group the Islamic State,
and both Washington and London
are relying on Bahrain’s naval facili-
ties for their role in the campaign.

"Just because Wefaq didn’t take
part in the electoral process doesn’t
mean that it was not legitimate,”
the Western diplomatic source said.
“The crown prince has made clear
that he wants to empower the par-
liament. Everyone should welcome
that."

Why t

Nadine Marroushi
Middleeasteye.net
First published Jan. 3
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t's pretty terrifying
for all of us who are
correspondents, who
covered Egypt and
who have covered the
Middle East, because we look at the
Al-Jazeera three and we think that
could have been any of us,” Lindsey
Hilsum, Channel 4 News’s Interna-
tional Editor, told me at a protest
outside the Egyptian embassy in
London on Dec. 29, the coldest day
of the year.

She was joined on that bitingly
cold day by at least 30 other promi-
nent international journalists and
human rights campaigners call-
ing for the release of Peter Greste,
Mohamed Fahmy, and Baher Mo-
hamed, the three Al-Jazeera English
journalists who have already spent
just over a year in prison in Cairo.

They were charged last year with
spreading false news and aiding
a terrorist organization, the now-
banned Muslim Brotherhood group,
in a widely criticized trial. They
were given between seven to ten
year prison sentences.

Outside the Egyptian embassy,
the international journalists were
also calling for the release of other
journalists that are languishing in
Egypt’s jails. There are 16 in total,
according to the Paris-based moni-

e Al-Jazeera

toring group Reporters Without
Borders, placing Egypt in fourth
place for the world’s largest jailer of
journalists.

The other jailed journalists in
Egypt include Mahmoud Abdel
Nabi (Rassd News Network), Mah-
moud Abu Zeid (freelance photogra-
pher), Samhi Mustafa (Rassd News
Network), Ahmed Gamal (Yageen
News), Ahmed Fouad (Karmoz
News), and Abdel Rahman Shaheen
(Freedom and Justice News Gate),
according to the New York-based
Committee to Protect Journalists
and London-based Egypt Solidarity
Initiative.

Many of those arrested worked
for Islamist-affiliated news net-
works, such as Rassd and Freedom
and Justice News, or were rounded
up while covering protests by the
Brotherhood.

Since Egypt ousted former presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi in a popular-
ly-backed military coup on July 3,
2013, the government has launched
a broad crackdown against the
Brotherhood and its sympathisers
in the name of a “war on terror”.
That crackdown has also spread to
secular political activists, journal-
ists and human rights defenders.

On his 500th day in prison on 20
December without charge or trial,
freelance photojournalist Abu Zeid
wrote a moving letter from his three
meter by four meter prison cell ask-
ing the world not to forget him.

Entitled “Sunset in the black
hole”, he said: “I simply ask that
now that you know of me, please do
not turn away. I am a photojournal-
ist, not a criminal.”

He was arrested while covering
the break-up of the Rabaa demon-
stration on Aug. 14, 2013, as many
of us did, when at least 817 pro-
Morsi demonstrators were killed in
a single day by Egyptian security
forces in what has been described
as Egypt’s Tiananmen Square mas-
sacre.

And that’s the significance of the
Al-Jazeera trial. It sets a precedent
for the work of journalists in Egypt,
and the world, and sheds a spotlight
on those lesser well-known report-
ers, who don’t have the backing of
a powerful media organization put-
ting pressure and calling for their
release. It’s about press freedom for
international and local journalists,
the rule of law, and broader politi-
cal battles.

The Al-Jazeera three have long
recognized that. “A retrial is a mile-
stone toward victory in our free
press battle! Our spirits are bullet-
proof! Back to white garb!” tweeted
a defiant Mohamed Fahmy on Jan.
1, the day an Egyptian court ruled in
favour of a re-trial for him and his
two other colleagues.

Greste wrote a poignant speech in
October highlighting the declining
state of press freedom all over the
world in the last decade, particular-

trial is

ly in the context of the global “war
on terror”.

“In all of these battlegrounds,
whether hot or cold, journalists are
no longer on the front lines. We are
the front lines. In this wider conflict,
there is no such thing as a neutral,
independent reporter. In the view
of both sides, if you cross the lines
in pursuit of our most fundamental
principles of balance, fairness and
accuracy, you effectively join the
enemy.”

And that applies in Egypt, as
much as anywhere. If youre a re-
porter covering Muslim Brother-
hood protests, you open yourself up
to accusations of bias, rather than
trying to get a sense of the other
view, such is the polarized nature of
the environment. And vice versa.

Hilsum said that arresting jour-
nalists in this context is counter-
productive. “It doesn’t help the fight
against terrorism. Actually quite the
opposite. Because if you're wasting
the resources of your country on
tracking and imprisoning journal-
ists, then you're distracting yourself
with actually trying to deal with the
real problem of terrorism.”

In ordering the re-trial on Jan. 1,
the court appeared to recognize that
legal flaws took place in the widely
criticized first trial.

Amnesty International criticized
last year’s court proceedings saying
that it observed several irregulari-
ties.
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“In 12 court sessions, the prosecu-
tion failed to produce a single shred
of solid evidence linking the jour-
nalists to an organization involved
in terrorism, or prove they had “fal-
sified” news footage,” the London-
based human rights organization
said.

Among the pieces of evidence pre-
sented at the trial were: Footage of
trotting horses by Sky News Arabia,
a BBC documentary about Somalia,
a song by the Australian musician
Gotye, a programme about sheep
farming, a Kenyan press conference,
and Greste’s family photos.

Many observers have called
the Al-Jazeera three “scapegoats”
caught up in a cold war between
Egypt and Qatar, which owns the
Al-Jazeera news network and sup-
ported the Brotherhood. Others
see them as legitimate targets, who
worked for a news channel consid-
ered biased towards the now unpop-
ular Islamist group.

Families of the imprisoned jour-
nalists have said that hope lies in the
recent thawing of relations between
Egypt and Qatar, which culminated
in the recent closure of Al-Jazeera’s
Egyptian channel, Mubasher Misr.
This opens the space for public ac-
ceptance of their release, if and
when it happens, Marwa Omara,
Fahmy’s fiancée told me.

There is also hope in a new law
that President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi
issued in a decree last year that al-

ortant

lowed for the deportation of for-
eigners, who have been convicted of
crimes committed on Egyptian soil.
The lawyers and families of Greste
and Canadian-Egyptian Fahmy
have put in requests to the Egyptian
government that they be deported.

This, however, would not help Ba-
her Mohamed. He is an Egyptian,
whose wife hasn’t even been allowed
to attend any of the court proceed-
ings because she is Egyptian, she
told me. Only foreigners and their
families have been allowed to at-
tend, she said. Hope for them lies in
the re-trial.

The journalists could also be re-
leased on bail during the retrial.

President Sisi says he won't inter-
fere in the work of the judiciary, so a
presidential pardon before the legal
process is over seems unlikely.

And when the Al-Jazeera three
are released, as many of us hope
they will be, one hopes the world
continues to push for the release of
the other journalists in jail, among
them: Abdel Nabi, Abu Zeid, Mus-
tafa, Gamal, Fouad and Shaheen.

Nadine Marroushi is a British-Pal-
estinian journalist who has worked
for Bloomberg and the English edi-
tion of Al-Masry Al-Youm (also
known as Egypt Independent), and
as a freelance journalist has writ-
ten for The National newspaper in
the UAE, and the London Review of
Books blog.
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Syrians worried over Lebanon’s new visa rules

The new restrictions come into effect on Monday to stem the influx of Syrians fleeing their country’s civil war.

I Nour Samaha
Aljazeera.com
First published Jan. 5
mixture of confusion
and fear have struck
the Syrian population
currently residing in
ebanon following a
recent announcement made by
General Security over new visa
measures to be implemented to-
day.

Huddled together under the
pouring rain in a run-down neigh-
borhood in Beirut, a number of
Syrians who have been living in
Lebanon for several years kept re-
peating the same questions, "What
does this mean for us?"

The move by the Lebanese gov-
ernment is unprecedented. As of
Monday, Syrians trying to enter
Lebanon have to provide docu-
mentation identifying their reason
for being in Lebanon, highlighting
stricter entry procedures for peo-
ple who, since Lebanon gained its
independence in 1943, had been
able to move freely across the bor-
der.

While the registered refugee
population in Lebanon, now 1.1
million, is said to be largely unaf-
fected by these new measures,
there are at least 300,000 unreg-
istered refugees—many of whom
move back and forth between the
two countries—who are expected
to suffer, as the procedures are
aimed specifically at those at-
tempting to enter as refugees.

One Syrian refugee, who wished
to remain anonymous, said he was
afraid that his family would be
forced to split up.

"My wife is currently in Tur-

key, and we are panicking that she
won’t be able to come back to Leb-
anon," he told Al-Jazeera. "Will
these new measures mean she gets
stuck trying to get back in? I don’t
know. Nobody seems to know."

The United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
has voiced concern over the lack of
clarity regarding the restrictions.

"We want official clarification
from the government on some
points, specifically what this means
for those seeking extreme humani-
tarian entry,” Ron Redmond, se-
nior regional spokesperson for the
UNHCR, told Al-Jazeera.

The Lebanese government had
already introduced strict measures
in October 2014 to limit the flow of
refugees into the country, whereby
all but extreme humanitarian cas-
es are refused entry. This led to a
significant drop in the number of
refugees fleeing Syria into Leba-
non.

According to Redmond, the
UNHCR has witnessed a 50 per-
cent reduction in the number of
refugees coming across, with some
months witnessing a drop of 75
percent.

"This could be because they’ve
been turned back, or it could be
because they’ve heard how dif-
ficult it is to try and cross," said
Redmond.

"We’ve been warning for months
that the governments here need
international assistance as they
don’t have the resources to take
care of the increasing demands,"
he continued. "Our concern is
if the international community
doesn’t show support, the protec-
tion space will shrink."”

Syria’s ambassador to Lebanon,

Ali Abdul Karim Alj, said in a tele-
vision interview on Sunday that
Damascus had not been informed
in advance of the decision, adding
that the measure "is not appropri-
ate". He also said there needed to
be coordination between the two
countries on the issue.

Workers dilemma

One group of Syrians expected to
be affected by the new measures
are the hundreds of thousands of
Syrian laborers who have been
working for years in Lebanon and
who travel between the two coun-
tries on a regular basis.

Obaida Kasabry, a Syrian worker
from Deraa who has been living
in Lebanon since 2006, told Al-
Jazeera that the lack of clarity over
the new measures has left many
concerned about their future in
Lebanon.

"I live and I work here in Beirut,
but go back to Deraa every two
months to take care of my fam-
ily," he said. "With these new mea-
sures, I don’t know if I'll be able
to allowed to keep going back and
forth, and if I need some kind of
sponsor to stay in Lebanon. If I'm
not going to be able to come back
how can I support my family?"

"Before I wasn’t afraid, but now
I am. What am I supposed to do?
I can’t go back and live in Syria,
there is no work there."

For the last 15 years Ahmad has
been working as a driver in Leba-
non, coming back and forth from
his home in Aleppo province. To-
day, he is petrified of what these
new measures will entail.

"I'm scared, I don’t know if I’ll
be able to continue working here.
I either have to get my employer to
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Syrian refugees are increasingly appealing to the international community for assistance.

sponsor me or I'll have to be here
illegally, or I'll have to stay in Syr-
ia," he said. "No one really under-
stands what’s going on."

Meanwhile the Lebanese gov-
ernment is trying to downplay the
issue, with the Minister of Social
Affairs, Rashid Derbas, telling Al-
Jazeera that "there is an over-reac-
tion to the new procedures".

"The government has not issued
visas for Syrians. The Syrians still
enter all legal crossings directly,

what the government has done
now is limit the number of refu-
gees."

He went on to say that the proce-
dures are simply to allow General
Security to know if the individual
crossing is a refugee or not.

"I want to be clear that there was
a panic for no reason, these new
procedures don’t target refugees
in Lebanon."

Yet Syrians already living in
Lebanon are less convinced, con-

cerned over whether or not such
procedures will make their living
situation much harder than what
they are currently facing today.

"I’'ve been here since the 1990s,
and I've been okay, I can take care
of my family," Zakaria, a Syrian la-
bourer told Al-Jazeera. "But with
these new measures, do I have
to look for a sponsor for my fam-
ily, who also live here with me?
Would someone be willing to pay
for that?"

Basra moving

Ali Mamouri
I Al-monitor.com

First published Dec. 30

ince the establishment

of modern Iraq in 1921,

its provinces have had

different positions to-

ward decentralization as
a result of the country’s ethnic and
cultural diversity. In addition, eco-
nomic resources have varied wide-
ly from one region to another. At
the end of 2014, Iraqis were once
again discussing the possibilities
of decentralization.

Perhaps the oldest demand for
decentralization was raised even
before the establishment of mod-
ern Iraq, when a prestigious group
of men presented a petition signed
by 4,500 people to the British
High Commissioner in June 1921
demanding the administrative
independence of Basra province.
The rationale behind the petition
was based on the economic and
social characteristics of Basra,
such as its having a seaport and
economic vibrancy. Iraqi politi-
cians and British decision-makers
never welcomed the petition, de-
spite constant demands until 1928
that they consider it.

Other federalism or disassocia-
tion plans, such as for the Kurds
and Assyrians, were also tamped
down by the strengthening of the
Iraqi state. The central govern-
ment in Baghdad, however, failed
to please certain segments of so-
ciety with its management of the
country, so demands for disassoci-
ation continued until the Baathist
regime was overthrown in 2003.

The idea of regional federal
governments within a united Iraq
was suggested during negotiations
between the political blocs while
drafting the current constitution,
which defines Iraq’s republic as a

federal state. According to Article
117, “This constitution, upon com-
ing into force, shall recognize the
region of Kurdistan, along with its
existing authorities, as a federal
region,” and according to Article
120, “Each region shall adopt a
constitution of its own that de-
fines the structure of powers of
the region, its authorities, and the
mechanisms for exercising such
authorities, provided that it does
not contradict this constitution.”

Establishing separate regions
did not, however, meet with broad
popularity among the political
elite or the public at the time. Only
the Kurds, who had been granted
significant administrative inde-
pendence before the overthrow of
the Baathist regime, welcomed the
idea. The reason for the opposi-
tion to separate regions included
the lack of a clear vision among
decision-makers regarding the
separate regions and the fear that
dividing Iraq might lead to serious
conflicts in the future.

The failure of successive Iraqi
governments to provide adequate
services and improve living stan-
dards have now led to demands
to reconsider the establishment
of separate regions, especially in
the areas rich in oil or other re-
sources, such as Basra. The esca-
lation of violence and sectarian
conflicts between the Shia and the
Sunni-dominated regions has con-
tributed to strengthening these de-
mands.

Iraqis currently appear to be
welcoming of the idea of separate
regions in two context—the first
involving economics, allowing the
distribution of resources according
to a decentralized system and free
market economy, and the second
involving sectarian strife, which
threatens to divide Iraq along eth-
nic and religious lines.

towar

The technocrats among Iraqi
politicians hold the first perspec-
tive. They consider the economic,
geographic and social specificities
of each region in viewing their sep-
aration as a way to eliminate cor-
ruption at the center and unleash
the economic power of the prov-
inces. Political and economic ana-
lyst Nebras Al-Kadhimi wrote on
his website, “The current central
state, after 9o years of experience
in accumulating oil money and au-
thority in a single place, is an old
recipe for the control of some over
others, the anticipation of coups,
the spread of bureaucracy and cor-
ruption, the sectarian and partisan
conflicts, the strangling of the pri-
vate sector and the launching of
adventures cross-border. Decen-
tralization may be an obstacle and
a solution all at once for all of these
disasters, not only in Basra but in
other Iraqi provinces as well.”

The idea of a Basra region be-
came more an issue after the re-
cent deterioration in security that
resulted in the fall of Mosul to Is-
lamic State forces. Some of Basra
province’s council members sug-
gested the idea at a meeting Dec.
11 along with making it a legal de-
mand at a later date based on the
Iraqi constitution. Some activists
designed a flag for the Basra re-
gion that is supposed to fly above
the state buildings, the airport and
seaports of the province.

On the other hand, there are
calls for division for sectarian
reasons, based on the ethnic and
religious distribution of the popu-
lation. Some are demanding the
establishment of three main re-
gions: a Kurdish area (the Kurdis-
tan regional government), a Shia
region (which would include the
nine provinces in the center and
the south) and a Sunni region (in
the north and the west). This sug-

REUTERS \ Essam Al-Sudani

d independence

Policemen stand guard at Basra railway station in Basra, southeast of Baghdad, May 13, 2014.

gestion is consistent with the so-
called Biden plan for federal Iraq.
The majority of the political par-
ties, which objected to the federal
plans for Iraq on the pretext that
they would lead to division, are
now supporting the option of di-
viding the country along sectarian
and ethnic lines. The Islamic Dawa
Party, especially the wing that
supported former Prime Minister
Nouri Al-Maliki, was one of the
main parties opposing the idea of
separate regions when Maliki was
prime minister. Today, however,
they support the idea of a Shiite
region consisting of the central
and southern provinces. Mean-
while, Sunnis are demanding the

establishment of their own region
comprised of four or five provinces
in the north and west.

The main problem with these
plans is that establishing separate
regions should be based on eco-
nomic and administrative strate-
gies instead of a sectarian baseline.
Such a division does not necessar-
ily serve the interests of the people
in the provinces. Instead, it would
likely multiply sectarian conflict
between the regions and lead to
displacement and forced migra-
tions, creating strict sectarian dis-
association among the regions.

It has become obvious that Iraq
will not return to the centraliza-
tion of the past, but move toward

further division. It remains un-
clear whether the divisions will be
based on economic strategies that
benefit the people or whether they
will cause further sectarian alien-
ation.

Ali Mamouri is a columnist for
Al-Monitor’s Iraq Pulse. He is a
researcher and writer who spe-
cializes in religion. He is a former
teacher in Iranian universities
and seminaries in Iran and Iraq.
He has published several articles
related to religious affairs in the
two countries and societal trans-
formations and sectarianism in
the Middle East.
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Sana’a: Then

B Zakarya Dahman

n elderly man, dressed
in traditional Sana’ani
attire, sits next to Bab
Al-Yemen, the gate to
Sana’a’s Old City.
It is a cold December morn-
ing, and he is basking in the sun.
“The goodness and cleanli-
ness, that’s what’s disappeared,” he
replied when asked about the de-
velopments that the Old City center
have undergone in the last 40 years.
“The guards of Bab Al-
Yemen also disappeared,” he said.
“When | was younger, guards pro-
tected the entrance to the city.

Al-Saila. On the top: before it was paved. Below: Following

the pavement.

Now its gates are wide open, all the
time.”

Bab Al-Yemen welcomes residents
and visitors to Sana’a’s most famous
fortified city. It is the point where,
nowadays, old and new Sana’a meet.
First refurbished in the 1980s, the
ancient structure was last renovated
in 2013.

According to Naji Thawabah, the
head of the Historical Cities Author-
ity department of Yemen’s Ministry
of Culture, plans are in place to re-
inforce the gate’s old wooden doors
in 2015. There are no details on the
materials that will be used or the
techniques to restore the massive

doors.

Like Bab Al-Yemen, the Al-Saila
that surrounds the Old City has also
been around for centuries. Known
as a wadi or ephemeral riverbed, the
Al-Saila has been hollowed out over
time due to water erosion that oc-
curs during Yemen’s rainy seasons.

Traditionally, Al-Saila has been
used as a road during the dry season.
In 1994 the passageway was paved.
While many praised the modern ren-
novation, Al-Saila now requires con-
stant maintenance and has caused
major instances of flooding.

While the riverbed used
to provide natural
drainage for
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water coming from Sana’a’s nearby
mountains, more cement is now
needed to strengthen its walls. Ur-
banization has made this an impera-
tive as growing volumes of water are
being channeled into Al-Saila from
new neighborhoods cropping up
around it.

Other than Al-Saila and Bab Al-
Yemen, Sana’a is home to numerous
other ancient landmarks that have
been re-

stored throughout the years. The
building hosting Yemen’s Supreme
National Authority for Combating
Corruption is one such example. Lo-
cated in Tahrir Square, it was built in
the early 20th century and has since
housed the offices of a number of
different state institutions, according
to Thawabah. Prior to 1997 it served
as the headquarters of the Ministry
of Education, later to be used as
office space for the Capital Secre-
tariat.

Sana’a’s sprawling urban metropolis. The capital city was founded inside the gates of the Old City centuries ago. Now it is home
to close to 2 million people, and continues to grow. The photo on the left is the city before mass urban development.

not make it back before curfew were out of luck, because
authorities would lock the gates in the evenings.

The Old City’s historic gates. Decades ago, citizens who did The Military Museum outside the Old City.
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Modern and traditional slavery still exist in Yemen

H Bassam Al-Khameri

ost Yemenis and

international ~ ob-

servers have been

shocked by recent

revelations of slav-
ery in Yemen, which has been shown
to exist in its most archaic form. A
sensitive topic, slavery receives rela-
tively little attention in the media,
but modern-day forms of subjuga-
tion need to be addressed. Recent
studies have shown slavery to be
far more pervasive than previously
imagined, and current trends do not
bode well for the future.

Article 248 of the Yemeni penal
code stipulates that anyone involved
in the buying, selling or owning of
human beings can be imprisoned
for up to ten years. The article was
introduced in 1994, even though
Yemen became a signatory to the
United Nations Slavery Convention
as early as the 1950s.

The earliest attempts to suppress
slavery in Yemen began with the ar-
rival of Harold Ingrams in 1934. A
British agent tasked with pacifying
southern Yemen on behalf of the
crown, his first report on slavery in
the region was published in 1936.

Ingrams estimated the total num-
ber of slaves to be between 5,000
and 10,000, and found slave-owners
within every class, and hence a great
variety in the living conditions of
slaves. They were used as soldiers,
servants, laborers and concubines.

While legal definitions may seem
straightforward, slavery is a tricky
concept and it covers wide-ranging
forms of servitude. The story of
royal slaves in Mukalla, Hadramout
governorate, who in 1941 resisted at-
tempts at liberation, is testimony to
the fact that not all slaves were un-
willing victims—although this may
say more about the alternatives that
were available to them than it does
about the conditions of their servi-
tude.

Yemen'’s government has since re-
mained largely complacent towards
slavery. It was not until 1962, in re-
sponse to growing criticism from the
UN, that British colonial authorities
publicly denounced the practice.
However even as late as 1967, some
local authorities still allowed its resi-
dents to legally own slaves.

The issue reemerged in 2010 when
the Yemeni Observatory of Human
Rights leaked a contract authorizing
the purchase of a slave that was ap-
proved by a judge in the Kuaidinah
district of Hajja governorate.

The contract was between the
owner of a slave, named Qanaf Bin

Saiarah, and Abd Al-Rah-
man Al-Suhaila, a promi-
nent figure in the Kuaidi-
nah district who purchased
Bin Saiarah for YR500.000
($2300). Kuaidinah had the
document legally certified
by Hadi Abu Asaj, a local
judge.

“The aim was to let the
community know what was
going on,” journalist Omar
Al Omky told Al Jazeera in
its documentary, Slavery
in Yemen, which aired in
Sept. 2014 and chronicled
Bin Saraiah’s case. “His in-
tentions were good but he
embarrassed the Yemeni
government. Some saw this
as an admission that slavery
existed.”

The case of Bin Saiarah
caused a media sensation
throughout the country,
and Abu Asaj was allegedly
sacked as a result.

As the case demonstrated,
slavery is not only common
in some parts of the country
but is even treated as a le-
gally recognized institution.
Equally significant, howev-
er, is the fact that three years
following his release, Bin Saiarah
returned to work for Al-Suhaila be-
cause he had no where else to turn,
and did not receive any government
support.

Traditional and modern-day
slavery in Yemen

The case of Bin Saiarah was shock-
ing because it revealed that tradi-
tional forms of slavery continue to
exist in Yemen on a much broader
and more institutionalized level
than previously imagined.

A 2012 report by the Wethaq
Foundation, a non-governmental
human rights group operating in Ye-
men, estimated there were at least
190 slaves in Hajja, and found evi-
dence of 13 slaves being traded there
in recent history.

A new report being prepared by
the foundation indicates that there
are a total of 356 slaves in the Al-
Zuhra district of Hodeida and in the
Abs and Kuaidinah districts of Hajja.

Najib Al-Saadi, the foudnation’s
director, estimates there are be-
tween 2100 and 2500 slaves in simi-
lar circumstances throughout the
country.

There exist a wide range of forms
that forced servitude can take, how-
ever, and definitions of slavery have
evolved to include human rights vio-
lations not always associated with

Despite being illegal according to the Yemeni penal code, modern
day slavery is still practiced in many parts of the country.

traditional slavery. According to the
1956 UN supplementary convention
on slavery, the practice can include,
“debt bondage, serfdom, forced
marriage and the delivery of a child
for the exploitation of that child...all
[of which are] slavery-like practices
and require criminalisation and
abolishment.”

Recent studies have shown that,
under its expanded definition, mod-
ern-day slavery exists on a much
larger magnitude than previously
thought.

The Walk Free Foundation (WFF),
an Australia-based NGO that pub-
lishes the annual global slavery in-
dex, reported in November 2014
that 35 million people around the
world are victims of modern slavery.

According to WFF, five countries
account for 61 percent of slavery:
India tops the list with about 14.29
million, followed by China with 3.24
million, Pakistan 2.06 million, Uz-
bekistan 1.2 million, and Russia 1.05
million.

With an estimated 106,100 people
living in slavery, Yemen is ranked 64
globally and 14 regionally.

Lest global rankings detract from
the severity of the situation, the in-
dex also determines how vulnerable
populations are to enslavement,
and in this category Yemen is much
higher on the list.

Vulnerability to enslavement is

measured using five

categories: national policies to
combat modern slavery; the avail-
ability of human rights protections;
levels of economic and social devel-
opment; state stability; and levels
of discrimination. According to the
index, Yemen ranks fourth globally
and first in the Middle East.

“The Yemeni government scored
poorly across all indicators,” the re-
port concludes, citing high levels of
corruption, pervasive poverty and
weak rule of law as major contribut-
ing factors.

Mohammed Al-Hunahi, a lawyer
with the National Organization for
Defending Rights and Freedoms
(HOOD), a human rights group
founded in 1998, says that children,
illegal immigrants and women are
the most vulnerable victims of mod-
ern-day slavery.

“Children are exploited and used
in armed conflicts, girls get married
at an early age and human rights are
violated across the board,” he said.

A 2014 United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) report, compiled
with the help of the Ministry of
Planning and International Devel-
opment, found that children are be-
ing used in armed conflicts and are
recruited by the military, Ansar Al-
lah (Houthis) and Ansar Al-Sharia
(AQAP). Many of these young re-
cruits face sexual exploitation, the

13th century depiction of a Yemeni slave market.

report adds.

Yemeni Law prohibits citizens un-
der 18 years from compulsory or vol-
untary recruitment into the national
army. Nonetheless, the recruitment
and use of children by government
forces is said to be continuing, main-
ly in the governorates of Sana’a,
Abyan, Aden and Sa’ada.

“It is encouraged by recruitment
drives, inadequate screening proce-
dures and limited alternative eco-
nomic options for children, some-
times facilitated by brokers using
false identification papers or chil-
dren misrepresenting their actual
age in the widespread absence of
birth registration records,” the re-
port explains.

Yemen has been a signatory to
the United Nations Convention on
Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age
for Marriage and Registration of
Marriages since 1987. However, its
two relevant provisions — that both
parties to marriage freely consent
and that state signatories legislate
a minimum age of marriage — con-
tinue to be breached within Yemeni
law, according to UNICEF.

As stated in a 2011 report by Hu-
man Rights Watch, nearly 15 percent
of Yemeni girls were married before
the age of 15 and more than half be-
fore 18.

Illegal immigrants arriving in Ye-
men are especially vulnerable to var-

ious forms of slavery. As
Al-Saedi points out, the
withholding of passports
from workers to prevent
them from escaping or
seeking work elsewhere
also constitutes a form
of slavery.

“Modern slavery in-
cludes hiring people in
return for food only, tak-
ing passports of maids
and foreign employees
to ensure that they will
not leave without per-
mission, hiring people
for low payment and
sending them to work in
other places like in secu-
rity services companies,
child labor and early
marriage,” he explained.

The WFF has conclud-
ed that government cor-
ruption and weak rule
of law in Yemen have
facilitated the rise and
ongoing abuse of East
African immigrants. Its
2014 report charges
that the government
“failed to hold traffick-
ers or complicit police
and border guards to

account, routinely deported victims,
and systematically failed to respond
to the presence of perpetrators along
theYemeni coast.”

Future prospects:

Investigations by Wethaq Founda-
tion, WFF and UNICEF have been
highly critical of government efforts
to deal with the issue of slavery,
and there is little indication that its
shortcomings will be addressed in
the near future. Repeated attempts
were made to get a response from
the Human Rights Minister, Ez Al-
Deen Al-Asbahi, but our phone calls
were ignored.

Given such high levels of vulner-
ability, unprecedented immigration
and ongoing instability in the coun-
try, we can only expect the situation
to worsen. Faced with government
denial and complacency, committed
individuals and human rights orga-
nizations are essential in combatting
slavery in all its forms.

As the case of Bin Saiarah dem-
onstrates, however, liberating the
enslaved is not a remedy in itself,
and government assistance will be
crucial to any effective and long term
solution.

As Al-Saedi points out, “the prob-
lem isn’t in setting the slaves free but
in providing assistance to them, they
need training to be able to face life.”
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The economics at the heart of Israel’s
“illegal” settlements

IRIN
First published Jan. 5

f all the hurdles to

peace negotiations

between Israeli and

Palestinian leaders,

perhaps the largest
is the 150 or so Israeli settlements
in the West Bank. These communi-
ties, considered illegal by the UN,
are fracturing Israel’s relationship
even with its allies: The pro-Israeli
head of the UK parliament’s for-
eign affairs committee this year de-
clared that a decision to develop a
new settlement, “outraged me more
than anything else in my political
life”.

Despite an unofficial freeze on
settlement planning, in late De-
cember the Jerusalem Planning
and Budget Committee set the stage
for approving building permits for
some 400 homes on Palestinian
land in Jerusalem, and approved
a plan for 1,850 more homes in a
neighbourhood that sits on the bor-
der.

While they are often thought of
as the result of a religious quest
by Jews to claim new territory, in
fact for most settlers the reasons
for moving are economic - encour-
aged through government-planned
incentive schemes to relocate. But
for some, the process of living in a
settlement may have a radicalizing
effect.

“Quality of life”

It's a weekday in the West Bank
town of Ariel. Students share a
cigarette break on the university

campus. Two women walking their
dogs chatter in Russian-accented
Hebrew. Nothing suggests this is
anything other than an ordinary Is-
raeli town.

But while it is not known for a
strong ideological bent or violent
attacks on its Palestinian neigh-
bours, jutting out some 16km east
of the Green Line that divides Is-
rael from the Occupied West Bank,
this town of 19,000 is very much a
settlement.

In Ariel, many residents live the
Israeli commuter lifestyle. There
is a direct motorway to Tel Aviv,
less than 40km away, with buses
running frequently to the capital
and less often to Jerusalem, 50km
away.

“People come here looking for
different things,” said Avi Zimmer-
man, head of Ariel’s Development
Fund and the de facto spokesper-
son for its municipality. As an ob-
servant Jew, he came eight years
ago looking for a heterogeneous
community.

“You'll find people who came for
the quality of life, even for the relief
from the humidity of Tel Aviv.”

But the financial benefits are top
for many. House prices in Israel
have risen rapidly for the last seven
years, with the high cost of living
and food prices sparking mass pro-
tests in the summer of 2011. The
average apartment in Ariel costs
1,098,774 NIS (US280,537), a far
cry from the Tel Aviv average of
2,363,268 NIS ($603,386).

Cheap rent made Noa and her
boyfriend temporary settlers in
2009 when they started looking for

a place near her Jerusalem univer-
sity. “We were both students and
we needed a cheap place to live,”
explains Noa, a dance teacher in
her late twenties. They couldn’t find
anything in their price range in Je-
rusalem, but in Anatot, a commu-
nity of 1,000, 7km over the Green
Line, the price was right.

Amit, a 34-year-old mother of
one, sees her settlement - although
she doesn’t call it by that name -
skm over the Green Line as just
another suburb of Jerusalem. She
and her husband had lived in the
city, but when they went looking
for a home she wanted, “a house, a
garden and a parking lot... and the
green parks and closeness to Jeru-
salem were a big thing.” She com-
mutes to Jerusalem for work, and
her husband to Tel Aviv: “I don’t see
this as contested land,” she empha-
sizes, but “for me it’s a suburb of a
big city and I come back at night.”

Government incentives
According to the Yesha Council, an
organization that represents and
campaigns for West Bank settle-
ments, at last count in June 2014
there were 382,031 Jewish settlers
in the West Bank, not including
East Jerusalem, which Israel does
not consider occupied. This draw
across the Green Line has been
encouraged by consecutive Israeli
governments.

Much of the state’s help comes
through the definition of roughly
three-quarters of settlements as
“national priority areas”, along with
other areas that are deemed to need
a boost - communities close to the

borders with Lebanon or Gaza, or
otherwise peripheral and underde-
veloped.

National priority areas receive
discounts on land and grants for
mortgages, and those areas recog-
nized by the Construction Ministry
as national priority areas receive
state investment in apartment in-
frastructure. In areas designated as
the highest level of priority, there
are discounts on land costs and de-
velopment expenses.

Investment in settlement infra-
structure such as roads is also key,
and teachers who live in settle-
ments receive generous assistance,
including what the Israeli NGO
B’tselem reports as 15-20 percent
salary boost and government cover-
age for 75 percent of travel and 8o
percent of home rental expenses. As
national priority areas, the settle-
ments also receive extra investment
in education, including increased
school hours and more funding.

Direct benefits to individuals
have mostly been eliminated, with
an income tax break lifted in 2003,
allowing many in the settlement
community to argue that that the
settlements should be considered
like any other Israeli city.

Zimmerman disputes the idea of
unfair economic incentives draw-
ing people onto Palestinian land.
“People talk and talk about incen-
tivization because of the past.”
Now, “there are no direct incentives
- you don’t get a bank loan, [for ex-
ample].”

Natan Sachs, a fellow at the
Brookings Institution’s Center for

Annie Slemrod/IRIN

Israeli settlements have continued to grow in recent years despite

criticism from the United Nations.

Middle East Policy and an expert on
Israeli politics, agrees that there are
“no direct incentives in the sense
that there aren’t grants.”

But “there are lot of ways” to
encourage settlement, “in particu-
lar the cost of land and permits...
There is no overt incentivizing but
there is still dramatic incentivizing
in real terms.”

Radicalization

The increase in “quality of life” set-
tlers is a major shift from the set-
tler movement’s origins in the late
1960s, when after its victory in the
1967 war with Egypt, Jordan and
Syria, Israel began moving its citi-
zens into what it refers to as Judea

and Samaria, the biblical names for
the occupied West Bank.

Many early settlers hoped to re-
claim what they saw as biblical Is-
rael, as Elie Pierpz, director of ex-
ternal affairs for the Yesha Council,
explains.

“Religious consideration was a
major driver of growth in the 70s
and 80s. There is an ideological ca-
pacity - this is the last Zionist fron-
tier; 100 years ago it was Tel Aviv,
60 years ago it was the Negev [des-
ert in the south of Israel] and the ...
[northern part of the country], and
for the last 47 years it has been Ju-
dea and Samaria.”

Continued on the back page
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TAJ BARBER SHOP

Next to Al-Jandul Super Market
Opp Natco Life Style

Hadda Street
Sana’a

Republic of Yemen

For an

Appointment

Please Contact

Tel.: +967 1 431144

Mobile: +967 733889901 (Hussain)
+967 733628383 (Babu)
+967 733760159 (Babu)
+967 738028210 (Harish)

Email: tajbarbershopye@gmail.com

Details:

Contact Address:
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Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

3 Job vacancies
(3 Job seekers
O Other

Please cut this coupon and send it to

Yemen Times
Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. call 268661/2/3

EXCLUSIVE
AIRCRAFT.

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
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Classifieds

736974711.

777228719

» Male, holds master degree in
English and ICDL in computer, 6
year experience in teaching,
available as a tutor or for any job 4
that requires English. 77758466,

» \Nashwan Hasan, BA Accountant, ’
7 years experience, seeks to work
in an organization where English
is essntial. 7715805009,

»  OSHA certified, with 20 years

Gulf exp. in oil & gas, variety of
HSE, safety fields, including fire
fighting, health and sfety, 2 years
Gulf exp. in construction.
jmlsalem@yahoo.com

Teacher of math, physics and
chemistry in English seeks work
at school. 735694439

Male, bachelor’s degree in English
language, diploma in marketing &
computer science, experienced as
an operations officer, treasurer
and teacher. Looking for any job
that requires English. 777004207

City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism 254032,
TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent 203131/3, Tel-
Yemen 7522202, Y .net 7522227

AIRLINES
Continental Airline 278668/283082
Egypt Air 273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3
BANKS
Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823
Fax:260824

02 - 270347

fax 02 - 237824

S5 Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
; Tel. 264775, 264702
Fax. 264703, 503350

Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01277224
Fax: 277291
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309

Aden: 02 245625

British Institute for languages & Computer
266222 - Fax: 514755

YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon 01-448573
[COURIERS
FedEx

Coopiicss

Sana’a 01 440 170
Hodiadh 03 226 975

Aden 02 245 626
Taiz 04 205 780

DHL 01 441096/7/8
FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services
Tel: 967 1 431339
Fax: 431340
alnada2 @yemen.net.ye

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
01 531221/531231

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division

01-441126

Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3

World Shipping 01260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299
Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail .com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000
HOTELS |
Royal Crown Hotel & Suites

01406661 406681

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2

________________________ -
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel 01 546666
FORD/HYUNDAI 267791 Fax: 01 546000 Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83
. JZ \_',‘/c MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080 Sheba Hotel 01 272372 02-221270
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49 Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871 Falcon Holidays 444118
l M Po WAN Sana’a: 400269 Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494 Falcon Business Center 446250
M OPEL / GM 203075 Mercure Hotel 01-212544 Al-Nasim Travel 270750
SUZUKI 02 - 346000 Shammar Hotel 01-418546 Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
TOYOTA 445362/3 Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14 Qadas Fly 01-280777
Shahran Hotel 01-418320 Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6
AND INSTITUTES
Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171, Telephone enquires Computer Education Aden: 02-237199 UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555 American World University, Rep.
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7, Infinit Education 01-444553 Free Number: 800 55 55 by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 -
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter- NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26 Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.) 733061203 Fax: 535702

Sana’a 272713/874
Taiz 250029

Aden: 243490-242476
Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8

Marib Insurance

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
Sana’a 284193, 5 lines
Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,
Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
Fax: 448339

RESTAURANTS

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
Tel: 01 505290
01 266375
Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
417391

My Pie 431999

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten
Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2
Fax 370193
International Turkish Schools
01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593

Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

Manarat Schools 01-410011
SUPERMARKETS

Al-Jandul Supermarket. 01-422610

Happy Land supermarket 01-444424
TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea- Ambharic. Tel: 01-240515

University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441,
Aden: 234533 / 234960
Tel: 449971/2
Tel: 250553/4/5

Queen rwa University
Sana’a University

Alandalus University Tel: 675567
Fax: 675885
MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800

Ministry of Public Works and Highways
01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
01-535031

Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance

01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation

01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour

01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population

01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals

01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment

01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196




Continued from page 8

The economics at the heart of Israel’s
“illegal” settlements

The phenomenon of the economic
settler is a mixed bag. Ariel, for
example, is a blend of immigrants
from the former Soviet Union - sec-
ular and religiously observant but
non ultra-Orthodox Jews.

Dror Etkes, an expert on settle-
ments, argues that the difference
in terminology between economic
or quality of life settlers and their
more ideological counterparts can’t
really be justified - all are part of the
larger occupation project, whether
they like it or not.

“When ideology meets economy
its always nicer, and the ideology
eventually comes to align with self
interest. People tell themselves sto-
ries ... it’s very easy to be a settler.
Whatever you don’t want to see, you
don’t have to see.”

Yet settlements, even those dom-
inated by economic migrants, can
shift beliefs towards the right.

Etkes notes that several recent
violent attacks on Palestinians have
come from these so-called “non ide-
ological” settlements. Last month,
a bilingual Hebrew-Arabic school
in Jerusalem was set ablaze. Two of
the three suspects, who have con-
fessed to the crime, hail from Beitar
1llit, not previously known for its far
right wing beliefs.

And even as economic settlers
may see themselves as nonpolitical
or even left wing - Noa says she’s
“centre left, sometimes left” - by
moving to the settlements, settlers’

voting patterns may change out of
self-interest.

Ultraorthodox settlers are the
paradigm of this change - largely
poor, in the past 15 years many have
moved to areas like Beitar Illit or
Modi’'in Ilit for cheap housing and
a homogenous atmosphere, with
plenty of space for their high birth
rate. Historically, they were not
interested in settlement or Zionist
activism.

Neve Gordon, professor of poli-
tics and government at Ben-Gurion
University and the author of Israel’s
Occupation, points out that the par-
ties who represent this sector have
shifted its policies. “In the early
1990s the Orthodox parties were in
favour of a land compromise - to-
day, much less so, because a large
percent of their constituency lives
in the occupied territories: space
changes consciousness.”

Obstacle to peace

The “quality of life” settler came
into public consciousness after the
1993 Oslo agreement between Is-
raeli and Palestinian leaders, when
there was serious talk of territory
swaps. It has long been assumed
that large settlement blocs, either
those close to Jerusalem such as
Ma’ale Adumim, Beitar Ilit, Modi’in
Ilit, or those too big to move, and
strategic places like Ariel, would be
included in any future two-state so-
lution.

Yemen’s first and most widely-read
English-language newspaper

But continuous surveys have sug-
gested that a large percentage of
non-ideological settlers would be
prepared to leave their homes and
move inside the Green Line, for a
price.

At the moment though, said
Sachs, “there’s a perverse disin-
centive to leave.” The Israeli public
largely sees its government as hav-
ing bungled the 2005 disengage-
ment from Gaza, with some former
settlers who were dragged from
their homes on TV complaining
about poor compensation and the
government’s inability to properly
relocate them.

This makes those who might
be willing to move from the West
Bank, Sachs says, understandably
wary. One group founded by a for-
mer Shin Bet director, Blue Light
Future, advocates a unilateral and
voluntary evacuation of settlers by
payment.

Amit purchased her house right
around the time of the Gaza pull-
out, and said the possibility of an
eventual evacuation, “was some-
thing that we did think about”. Her
area was often mentioned as one
that was close enough to Jerusalem
to eventually be included in Israel-
proper, and that was a selling point.

“If there was some compensation
[as part of a peace deal] I don’t see
us saying ‘we’re staying under a Pal-
estinian government.”

But large settlement blocs like Ar-

iel are also unlikely to go anywhere,
even in the event of an eventual
peace settlement with the Palestin-
ians. In some ways, they are simply
too big to move.

To Zimmerman, who has been in
Ariel for eight years, the concept of
a payoff is irrelevant, as he doesn’t
see the Israeli government even at-
tempting an evacuation of Ariel.
“That’s going to be handled by the
elected government... theyre going
to make the policy on that and the
consensus in Israeli politics is that
Ariel is part of Israel, period.”

It’'s perhaps this certainty that
has led to house prices in Ariel
shooting up: In the six years up to
2013, prices of new and secondhand
homes increased by 104 percent.
Other settlements saw increases,
including Beitar Ilit (80 percent)
largely secular Efrat (77 percent),
and Oranit (65 percent). While
house prices in Israel proper have
still outpaced those in the settle-
ments, rising prices increase the
pressure to find new settlements.

Pierpz is enthusiastic about the
future of the settler project. “The
extremely tight-knit communi-
ties (where hitchhiking is a way of
life, doors often remain unlocked,
young kids are safe on streets un-
supervised late at night), are some
of the reasons why people want to

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP S.A.L OFFSHORE (CCC)

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
e Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
e Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.
@ Heavy, light industrial plants.
@ Power and desalination plants.
e Fuel and water storage tanks.
@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry
e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

@ High quality buildings & sports complexes.
e Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630

E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

stay and raise multiple generations
here.”

Palestinian officials have said
they will take into account the moti-
vations of settlers in negotiating the
boundaries of a future Palestinian
state. In the end, they see all settle-
ments as encroaching on Palestin-

ian land, whether the settlers have
come for the fresh air and cheap
accommodation or because of reli-
gious fervour.

Republished with permission from
IRIN.
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