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Staff working in Yemen’s embassy in Paris, including acting embassy representative Esmahan Abd Al-Hamid Al-Towqi, took part in a “Unity march” held in the
city on Monday, along with hundreds of thousands of French citizens and several dozens of world leaders, in condemnation over the attacks that took place at
the offices of French magazine Charlie Hebdo Jan. 7.

Southerners commemorate
Reconciliation and Tolerance Day

B Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A, Jan.12— Southerners
have been converging on Aden
governorate since Sunday to mark
the eighth anniversary of Recon-
ciliation and Tolerance Day on
Tuesday.

Radfan Al-Dubais, a spokes-
person for Southern Movement
protestors at Al-Arood Square in
Aden, said preparations were “in
full swing for the anniversary”
and that the square was already
teeming with people.

The event is being organized
by the Supreme Supervisory
Committee, a body formed by
the Southern Movement during
its October protests at Al-Arood
Square in 2014.

One of the committee members
involved in preparations, Abd Al-
Raoof Al-Sakkaf, said a strong
showing at each anniversary “sig-
nals [southerners’] unwavering
desire to forget the past and build
their future. It also demonstrates
that southern people are one hand

and share the same fate.”

“On Tuesday, we will organize
a march calling on the interna-
tional community to listen to our
demands. The National Dialogue
Conference has failed and the
Gulf Initiative is no longer guid-
ing the political transition in Ye-
men,” Al-Sakkaf told the Yemen
Times on Monday.

The Reconciliation and Toler-
ance Day was launched in 2006
by the Radfan Charitable Soci-
ety, a philanthropic organization
based in the Radfan area of Lahj
governorate and founded by Mo-
hammad Hassan. It is funded
by southern expats and works to
improve basic services and infra-
structure throughout the south-
ern governorates. The society
began celebrating the day of toler-
ance with the intention of bring-
ing southern people together
and helping them overcome past
disputes—in particular the civil
war that ravaged South Yemen in
1986.

Conflict broke out on Jan. 13 of

that year following tensions be-
tween former Southern President
Ali Nasser Mohammad and others
within his Socialist Party, which
had ruled South Yemen since the
British withdrawal in 1967.

“Subsequent struggles have
pushed southerners to unite and
put aside their past rifts,” ex-
plained Al-Sakkaf. “This occasion
reminds us of our past mistakes
and motivates us to unite for the
sake of southern independence.”

Ali Al-Sarari, a member of the
Socialist Party’s political office in
Sana’a, does not support the idea
of southern independence, but
welcomed Tuesday’s festivities.
“The southerners have shown
that they remain united in the
struggle. The Socialist Party gives
its full support to the celebration.
We cannot afford to have divi-
sion in the south,” he said. “Those
were dark days, we should over-
come the past and be open to the
future.”

Organized groups from Shabwa
left for Aden on Monday. Mahdi

Al-Khulaifi, a member of the or-
ganizing committee in Shabwa,
told the Yemen Times that par-
ticipants will begin congregating
in Atagq, the capital of Shabwa, be-
fore joining with others from the
governorates of Lahj, Abyan, and
Al-Dhale for celebrations in Aden.

“The first gathering point will
in Al-Arm district in Shabwa. The
second gathering point will be in
Shuqra of Abyan governorate,
and the third gathering point will
be on the outskirt of Aden. We'll
reach Aden before sunset,” said
Al-Khulaifi.

Previous anniversaries have
been marred by violence, as in
2012 when three were killed and
at least 13 injured as government
forces dispersed crowds. Abdul
Rahim Al-Awlaqi, a member of
the Supreme Supervisory Com-
mittee, told the Yemen Times
the celebrations are intended as
a peaceful event focused on en-
hancing southern cohesion, and
are not being directed against the
government.

Southerners converged on Aden on Sunday in the lead up to the celebration of Reconciliation and Tolerance Day on Jan. 13.

High ranking officer
assassinated in Ibb

H Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Jan 11— Two gunmen
riding a motorbike assassinated Ab-
bas Al-Maghrabi, head of the Infor-
mation Department at Ibb governor-
ate’s Security Department Monday
morning.

Al-Maghrabi was travelling to
work in Ibb’s Al-Dhahar district
when he was attacked by unknown
assailants at 9:00 am, according to
eye witnesses.

Saeed Mahmoud, 24, a local shop
owner from Al-Dhahar, told the Ye-
men Times he stepped out of his
shop after hearing gunfire. “I saw an
officer lying on the road with two bul-
let wounds in his neck,” he said, add-
ing that the gunmen fled the scene
immediately.

Mohammad Enan, an officer from
the Investigations Department at
Ibb’s Security Department, said
Al-Maghrabi was believed to be af-
filiated with the Houthis. He claims
that after the gunmen fled, Houthis
took over the crime scene and “even
prevented security forces from enter-
ing.”

Armed Houthis were deployed in
neighboring areas following the at-
tack in an attempt to find the cul-
prits, he added.

“Houthis in Ibb think they can
replace the security apparatus and
protect the people, while undermin-
ing the efforts of security officials and
meddling in their affairs,” Enan said.
“They are still an illegal group. Main-
taining security in the governorate is
our job, not theirs.”

Shawqi Al-Tawiti, the head of the

media department for Houthis in
Ibb, said his group contacted the Se-
curity Department following the inci-
dent, but that it was slow to respond.
They decided therefore to take mat-
ters into their own hands.

“Instead we enforced our own se-
curity measures, deploying our men
to avoid further assassination at-
tempts and to look for the assassins,”
he said, adding that Houthi popular
committees were “working in coop-
eration with the security office.”

Al-Tawiti said that in order to
avoid such incidents, his department
would “soon” introduce new security
measures in the governorate that
would include a ban on weapons and
unlicensed motorbikes. He believes
the attack was likely orchestrated by
members of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP), who he says “al-
ways use motorbikes when commit-
ing assassinations.”

No one, including AQAP, has yet
claimed responsibility for the attack.

Houthis took control of Ibb city in
October of last year, following clash-
es with Islah-affiliated militias that
left dozens killed and injured.

Al-Maghrabi is the fifth high-rank-
ing government official to be assassi-
nated in Ibb governorate in less than
a year. Most have died at the hands
of armed motorcyclists. Colonel Ali
Hamoud Al-Hakami, head of the In-
vestigations Department for Ibb, was
killed as recently as Dec. 20.

In response to the spate of killings,
the Ministry of Interior issued a di-
rective on Monday for all ganmen on
motorbikes to be apprehended as a
precautionary measure.
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359 violations in 2014 against journalists and media outlets

H Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Jan. 12—The number
of violations against journalists
and media outlets have increased
in 2014, according to the Freedom
Foundation for Media Freedom,
Rights and Development in Yemen.

The foundation released a report
on Sunday, saying that 359 viola-
tions have been recorded against
journalists and media outlets op-
erating in the country, compared
with 282 the previous year. Viola-
tions included killings, attempted
killings, kidnappings, false impris-
onment and threats, according to
the report.

The Freedom Foundation is a
non-governmental  organization
founded in 2012 by Yemeni jour-
nalist Khaled Al-Hammadi.

Al-Hammadi told the Yemen
Times that violations targeted jour-
nalists, government and private
media outlets, and foreign media
working in Yemen. He said grow-
ing political conflict lay behind an
increase in violations.

Mohammad Al-Hassani, a jour-
nalist and editor-in-chief for the
Al-Tagheer website, said report-
ers could be targeted by any group
simply because of the stories they
cover.

“It’s very difficult for journalists
to work in this environment be-
cause they are afraid of being tar-
geted,” he said. “The state should
perform its duties and provide pro-
tection for journalists and media

outlets.”

According to Al-Hammadi, the
government has not taken any
steps to guarantee the safety of
journalists and media outlets op-
erating in the country. “Just as we
were waiting for the government to
expand media freedoms, we find
that they have abandoned those
rights,” he said.

Al-Hammadi has made repeated
appeals to the authorities through
his organization to ensure journal-
ists and their employers are pro-
tected from censorship and attack,
and has called on the government
to include articles in the new con-
stitution ensuring the rights and
freedoms of those working in me-
dia.

Mohammad Hizam, deputy head
of the Public Relations Department
for the Interior Ministry, said, “We
received several complaints from
journalists and media outlets and
the majority of these complaints
were against the Houthis.”

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
ber of the Houthi Political Office,
told the Yemen Times that human
rights organizations like the Free-
dom Foundation are prone to being
biased against Houthis.

“Over 90 people from Ansar Al-
lah [the Houthis ] were killed in
assassinations and explosions in
2014, but none of the organizations
covered this issue. We don’t deny
some wrongdoing on our part, but
both sides should be covered,” he
said.

Al-Hammadi concedes the num-
ber of violations has increased
since Houthis took over the capital
on Sept. 21, but did not draw a di-
rect link between the two.

His organization identified eight
parties responsible for violations
against journalists and media out-
lets.

The military and security ap-
paratus were responsible for 19.4
percent of violations, government
authorities 4.7 percent, political
parties 0.3 percent, armed groups
30.6 percent, influential figures
8.1 percent, judicial bodies 1.2 per-
cent, employers 10.9, and anony-
mous or unknown actors for 24.8
percent.

The documented violations in-
cluded two murder cases, 13 at-
tempted murders, 29 arrest and de-
tention cases, 58 physical attacks,
12 kidnappings or disappearances,
four unfair trials, 25 cases of arbi-
trary dismissal, 42 cases of looting
or sabotage, 44 cases of incitement,
50 cases of prevention or confisca-
tion of journalistic equipment, and
80 threats.

On Aug. 15 of last year, Abdul-
rahman Hameed Al-Deen, radio
director at the state-run Sana’a Ra-
dio, was assassinated by unknown
gunmen. On Dec. 6, the American
photojournalist Luke Somers was
killed in Shabwa governorate by
members of Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula.

Yemen Today TV was stormed
and looted on June 11 by mem-

voice-yemen.com

Noting an increase in violations against journalists and media outlets, groups like the Freedom Founda-
tion have renewed calls for the government to ensure the safety of journalists working in Yemen.

bers of the Presidential Protection
Guard. Suhail TV was stormed on
Sep. 22 by gunmen affiliated with
the Houthis, who also stormed the
state-run Al-Thawra newspaper on

Dec. 16.

Regarding plans to prevent such
violations in the future, Hizam
said the interior minister, Jalal
Al-Rwaishan, has given orders to

study these cases and find solu-
tions for these violations.

“But the problem is will the min-
istry be able to perform within this
complicated situation?” he asked.

Raid frees tribesmen in
Rada’a city

Story and photo
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 11—At least
five men were killed and an un-
known number injured in a raid
launched Sunday night by armed
tribesmen on Houthi headquar-
ters in downtown Rada’a, Al-
Baida governorate. The raid was
launched to free five tribesmen
who had been apprehended and
detained by the Houthis on Sat-
urday, according to tribal sourc-
es.

Hassan Al-Qaifi, a resident of
Rada’a who lives near the head-
quarters, told the Yemen Times
that clashes outside the building
lasted for nearly an hour Sunday
night, and that heavy weaponry,
including rocket launchers, had
been used. Al-Qaifi claimed the

building also served as the home
for a number of Houthi popular
committee leaders. “Five Houthis
and two tribesmen were killed,
and five tribesmen who had been
held in the facility were released,”
he said.

Walid Al-Dailami, a Houthi
leader in Rada’a city, refused to
comment on the number of ca-
sualties sustained by the Houthis
during the raid, and denied that
captives had been held in the
building, which he also described
as the group’s headquarters in
the city.

Al-Dailami told the Yemen
Times that the Houthis had un-
dertaken an arrest campaign on
Saturday against tribesmen in the
city suspected of being affiliated
with Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP). All those who

had been detained had since been
handed over to security forces, he
said. He specifically mentioned
that homes belonging to the Gha-
lis and Al-Qali families had been
targeted, and that its members
were known AQAP sympathizers.

Saleh Ahmed Al-Qali, one of
the tribesmen who took part in
the raid, and whose family’s home
was allegedly targeted during the
arrest campaign, claimed that
five Houthis and three tribesmen
had been killed in the fighting
on Sunday. Another tribesman,
who sustained injuries, died of
his wounds Monday morning. Al-
Qali denied that those arrested
were AQAP sympathizers, and
confirmed that five tribesmen
had been detained at the head-
quarters. All of them, he said, had
been freed during the raid.

Rada’a district security chief,
Ali  Magsham, denied that
Houthis had transferred any
prisoners or detainees into the
custody of security forces on Sat-
urday or in the days following.
He could not confirm the number
of casualties sustained on either
side during the raid.

The clashes took place two days
after nine Houthis riding in two
military vehicles were killed by
armed tribesmen at the northern
entrance to Rada’a city, according
to both Al-Qali and Al-Dailami.

Houthis took control of Rada’a
city and surrounding areas on
Oct. 17, following several weeks
of clashes with armed tribesmen
in the area that claimed dozens
of lives. Rada’a city and the sur-
rounding areas have witnessed
continued clashes since then.

Houthis took control of Rada’a city on Oct. 17. Clashes with armed tribesmen have continued ever since, leading to dozens of

deaths on both sides.

Sana’a suffers
crippling gas shortages

Bl Ali lIbrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 12—Sana’a city contin-
ues to experience severe gas shortages
since Jan. 5, with residents desperate
to purchase fuel forced to wait in long
queues at gas stations.

Abd Al-Qadr Al-Adini, Media
Spokesman for the Ministry of Petro-
leum and Minerals, confirmed to the
Yemen Times

military intervention in Marib. “Forces
within Yemen that are hostile to Ansar
Allah [the Houthis] are seeking to dis-
credit the movement,” he said.
Al-Bukhaiti blamed Marib tribes-
men, accusing them of colluding with
unspecified government bodies to
withhold gas shipments as a means of
discrediting the Houthis. “We’ve con-
tacted the Prime Minister’s office alert-

on Sunday that
Sana’a has been

witnessing a
fuel shortage,
claiming that

gas  shipments
from reserves in
neighboring Mar-
ib  governorate
were not being
delivered to the
capital. Al-Adini
would not com-
ment on the rea-
son for the short-
age or why gas
shipments  had
not been trans-
ported.
Mohammad

Al-Qudaymi, di-
rector of the sup-
ply administra-
tion of the Yemen
Liquefied Natural
Gas Company (YLNG), confirmed that
Sana’a had been suffering from fuel
crises for reasons beyond the com-
pany’s control. “The problems leading
to the crisis have been addressed, and
beginning Monday, fuel shipments will
resume,” he said. “However I cannot
comment regarding the reasons be-
hind the shortage.”

Local media sources have published
reports accusing various actors of be-
ing responsible for the shortages. On
Sunday morning, the Yemen Press and
Al-Sahwa newspaper published reports
indicating that Houthis had ordered
YLNG management to withhold fuel in
an attempt to justify a Houthi attack on
Marib governorate, where the gas ship-
ments come from.

Muhammad Al-Bukhaiti, a member
of the Houthi Political Office in Sana’a,
rejected claims that Houthis were at-
tempting to create a crisis to justify

Local media sources have published reports accusing
various actors of being responsible for the gas short-
ages in the capital, which began on Jan. 5.

ing them of the crisis,” he said. “They
haven’t moved an inch.”

The Yemen Times spoke with Badi
Rajeh, press secretary of the Prime
Minister’s Office, regarding the rea-
sons for the crisis. “The government
has so far not reviewed or discussed
the causes for the gas shortage,” he
said. “The Ministry of Oil and Minerals
bears responsibility for what has trans-
pired.”

Most governorates in Yemen are suf-
fering from gas shortages but have
enough reserves to last them through
the next several weeks, according to
Jamal Al-Sabri, director of imports
within the Ministry of Oil and Miner-
als.

Yemen previously witnessed wide-
spread gas shortages in the months
leading up to June 30 when President
Hadi announced that the government
would lift fuel subsidies.
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Thousands of

armed tribesmen
mobilize in Marib

Marib produces the majority of Yemen’s oil for export and domestic use. Attacks on oil pipelines and infrastructure in the governorate
between 2012 and 2014 have already cost the state upwards of $6.9 billion in losses.

Story by Ali Ibrahim
I Al-Moshki

Photo by Amal Al-Yarisi
SANA’A, Jan. 11—Marib
governorate has witnessed a large
influx of armed tribesmen entering
the governorate since Saturday.
Reinforcements from Al-Jawf, Al-
Baida and Sa’ada governorates have
begun joining local tribes to help
defend the governorate against any
possible assaults by the Houthis,
otherwise known as Ansar Allah.

“We've received reinforcements

from Al-Baida, and Al-Jawf, and
even tribesmen from the Al-Ketaf
and Al-Baqa districts in Sa’ada
governorate,” said Saleh Lanjaf, a
sheikh from the Sahil tribe located
in Marib governorate’s Sahil area.
Lanjaf, who is stationed on the
front lines along the governorate’s
entrances, told the Yemen Times
on Monday that upwards of 30,000
armed tribesmen were stationed
in the area. “They help us defend
Marib from the Houthis,” he said.
Lanjaf claimed tribesmen in the
area were in possession of six tanks,

450 various military vehicles, and a
large stockpile of heavy weaponry.
“Iarrived with 500 of my brothers
on Sunday to fight the Houthis and
help protect government facilities,”
said Abdullah Al-Waili, an armed
member of the Waila tribe, which
is located in the Al-Ketaf and
Al-Baqa districts in the eastern
region of Saada governorate.
“We've suffered at the hands
of the Houthis and know how
dangerous they truly are,” he said.
“We don’t want the same for the
rest of Yemen.” Al-Waili tribesmen

clashed with Houthis in Sa’ada
governorate in 2010 when the
latter allegedly attempted to take
over land belonging to the Al-Waili
tribesmen. Sporadic clashes have
continued since.

According to Lanjaf, 13,000
fighters were strategically
placed along the governorate’s
borders with Sana’a and Al-Jawf
governorates. “An additional 17,000
are located 3 kilometers inland,”
he said. “If Houthis attempt to
enter and takeover Marib, our
plan is to attack oil pipelines
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and the government’s electricity
infrastructure, including power
plants and transmission towers,”
he added.

Ahmed  Al-Asbahi,  deputy
security chief of Marib governorate
within the Ministry of Interior,
told the Yemen Times that security
forces in the area were awaiting
orders from superiors as to how to
proceed. “As of now, we've received
no orders from superiors in the
Capital Secretariat or anywhere
else, and our plan is to remain
neutral,” he said. “If we receive
other orders, we’ll implement them,
however as of now no plan of action
has been drawn up, and if clashes
take place, which is likely, we will
not intervene.” Al-Asbahi could
not comment on the number of
tribesmen who had entered Marib
and mobilized in recent days.

On Jan. 2, armed tribesmen
seized a convoy of weapons and
military equipment from the 62nd
Mechanized Brigade, as it was
passing through Marib on its way
to Sana’a governorate. Tribal and
government sources since reported
that talks between the two sides
were taking place to negotiate a
return of the weapons, but did not
produce any results. Tribesmen
claimed they seized the weapons
to arm themselves against Houthis
who they suspected were planning
on taking over the governorate.

Mohammad Buhaibeh, a
prominent sheikh within Marib’s
Murad tribe, who has taken part in
negotiations with the government
over the seized weapons cache,
claimed the weapons and
equipment had already been
distributed amongst the tribesmen.
“Collecting and returning the
weapons at this point would be
too difficult,” he told the Yemen
Times on Sunday. “Trying to do so
isn’t realistic.” Buhaibeh, who does
not consider himself to be “anti-
government, or even anti-Houthi,”
declared that tribesmen, “Will fight
to the death against anyone who
tries to take over the governorate.”
He added that the seized weapons
from the 62nd Mechanized
Brigade included several tanks,
military vehicles, rocket launchers,
ammunition, and artillery.

Salah Al-Ezzi, a member of the
Houthi Political Office in Sana'a,
told the Yemen Times on Sunday
that according to deals reached
between the Houthis and local
tribesmen, Houthis were not
allowed to enter Marib without
permission from local sheikhs. Al-
Ezzi is unsure, however, whether
Houthis will continue upholding
their end of the bargain. “Members

of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP) are operating in
the area,” he said. “Local residents
must work with us [the Houthis] to
expel them from the governorate.
If not, were entitled to do so
ourselves.”

Muhammad Al-Bukhaiti, also
a member of the Houthi Political
Office in Sana’a, played down the
possibility of the Houthis entering
Marib, claiming that locals were
to heavily armed. “Neither we
[the Houthis] nor the state can
penetrate Marib,” he said. “Locals
are too well armed with weapons
they seized from the 62nd brigade.
Furthermore, if war was to break
out in the area, tribesmen would
ally themselves with AQAP
members in the area and destroy
government facilities, including oil
pipelines and electricity stations,
something we'd like to avoid.”

On Nov. 9, Houthis had taken
over the Al-Mas military base
in Marib’s Jedaan district, a site
that that they currently remain
in control of. Two weeks later, on
Nov. 25, Houthis and leaders from
the Obaidah, Jedaan, and Murad
tribes in Marib signed a ceasefire
agreement. The deal contains
13 articles spelling out a series
of conditions that, if adhered to,
would prohibit Houthis from
entering the governorate. Among
them were provisions stating
that tribesmen were obligated to
protect governorate infrastructure,
facilities, and roads. Article 5
of the agreement obligates local
tribesmen to prevent the spread of
AQAP throughout Marib.

Marib governorate is an oil rich
region that produces a majority
of Yemen’s petroleum derivatives,
and possesses a number of
pipelines used to transport oil to
the country’s various seaports
for export abroad. Revenue from
oil exports are reported to make
up between 70 and 80 percent of
state revenue and 25 percent of
Yemen’s GDP. Repeated attacks on
oil pipelines and infrastructure
in Marib and other governorates
between 2012 and 2014 have cost
the state upwards of $6.9 billion
in losses, according to statistics
released by Yemen’s Cabinet last
December. Marib’s Sarwah district
is also home to a large power
plant that provides electricity to
six of Yemen’s 22 governorates,
including the Capital Secretariat
of Sana’a. Attacks on the plant and
other facilities could potentially
leave much of the country without
electricity and fuel and lead to
a wider crisis throughout the
country.
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Charlie Hebdo:

The danger of polarized debate

Gary Younge
I theguardian.com

First published Jan. 11

n times of crisis, those who

would like us to keep just

one idea in our heads at any

one time are quick to the

megaphones. By framing
events in Manichean terms—dark
versus light; good versus evil—an
imposed binary morality seeks to
coral us into crude camps. There
are no dilemmas, only declarations.
What some lack in complexity they
make up for in polemical clarity and
the provision of a clear enemy.

A black man kills two policemen
in their car in New York, and sud-
denly those who protested against
the police killing unarmed black
people across the country and go-
ing unpunished have blood on their
hands. Sony pulls a film about the
fictional assassination of a real for-
eign leader after threats of violent
reprisals, and suddenly anyone who
challenged the wisdom of making
such a film is channelling their in-
ner Neville Chamberlain. Straw
men are stopped and searched in
case they are carrying nuance and
then locked up until the crisis is
over. No charges are ever brought
because a trial would require ques-
tions and evidence. You're either
with us or against us.

The horrific events of the past
week have provided one such crisis.
From both the left and right, efforts
to explain the assassinations at

“It’s about Is-
lam; it has noth-
ing to do with
Islam; it’s about
foreign policy; it
has nothing to
do with foreign
policy; it’s war;
it’s criminality;
it’s about free-
dom of speech,
integration, rac-
ism, multicultur-
alism.”

Charlie Hebdo magazine, a Kosher
supermarket and elsewhere inevi-
tably become reductive. Most seek,
with a singular linear thesis, to ex-
plain what happened and what we
should do about it: It’s about Islam;
it has nothing to do with Islam; it’s
about foreign policy; it has nothing
to do with foreign policy; it’s war;
it’s criminality; it’s about freedom
of speech, integration, racism, mul-
ticulturalism.

There is something to most of

these. And yet not enough to any
one of them to get anywhere close.
Too few, it seems, are willing to
concede that while the act of shoot-
ing civilians dead where they live
and work is crude, the roots of such
actions are deep and complex, and
the motivations, to some extent,
unknowable and incoherent. The
bolder each claim, the more likely
it is to contain a qualifying or even
contradictory argument at least as
plausible.

Clearly, this was an attack on free
speech. Despite the bold statements
of the past week any cartoonist will
now think more than twice before
drawing the kind of pictures for
which Charlie Hebdo became noto-
rious. This principle should be un-
equivocally defended. It should also
be honestly defined.

Every country, including France,
has limits on freedom of speech. In
2005 Le Monde was found guilty of
“racist defamation” against Israel
and the Jewish people. In 2008 a
cartoonist at Charlie Hebdo was
fired after refusing to apologize for
making antisemitic remarks in a
column. And two years before the
Danish paper Jyllands-Posten pub-
lished the cartoons of Muhammad
in 2006, it rejected ones offering a
light-hearted take on the resurrec-
tion of Christ for fear they would
“provoke an outcry.”

Far from being “sacred,” as some
have claimed, freedom of speech
is always contingent. All societ-
ies draw lines, that are ill-defined,

“In 2005 Le
Monde was foud
guilty of ‘racist
defamation’ of
Israel and the
Jewish people. In
2008 a cartoonist
at Charlie Hebdo
was fired after
refusing to
apologizing for
making anti-
semitic remarks
in a column.”

constantly shifting and continually
debated, about what constitutes ac-
ceptable standards of public dis-
course when it comes to cultural,
racial and religious sensitivities.
The question is whether those lines
count for Muslims too.

The demand that Muslims should
have to answer for these killings is
repugnant. Muslims can no more be
held responsible for these atrocities
than Jews can for the bombings in
Gaza. Muslims do not form a mono-

lithic community; nor does their re-
ligion define their politics—indeed
they are the people most likely to
be killed by Islamic extremists. The
Paris killers shot a Muslim police-
man; the next day a Muslim shop
assistant hid 15 people in the freez-
er of a kosher deli while the shooter
held hostages upstairs. Nobody
elected these gunmen; they don’t
represent anyone.

That said, it is simply untenable
to claim that these attackers had
nothing to do with Islam, anymore
than it would be to say the Ku Klux
Klan had nothing to do with Christi-
anity, or that India’s BJP has noth-
ing to Hinduism. It is within the
ranks of that religion that this par-
ticular strain of violence has found
inspiration and justification. That
doesn’t make the justifications valid
or the inspirations less perverted.
But it doesn’t render them irrel-
evant either.

Those who claim that Islam is “in-
herently” violent are more hateful,
but no less nonsensical, than those
who claim it is “inherently” peace-
ful. The insistence that these hate-
ful acts are refuted by ancient texts
makes as much sense as insisting
they are supported by them. Islam,
like any religion, isn’t “inherently”
anything but what people make of
it. A small but significant minority
have decided to make it violent.

There is no need to be in denial
about this. Given world events over
the past decade or so, the most ob-
vious explanation is also the most

“Those who
claim that
Islam is
‘inherently’
violent are
more hateful,
but no less
nonsensical,
than those
who claim it
is ‘inherently’
peaceful.”

plausible: The fate of Muslims
in foreign conflicts played a role
in radicalizing these young men.
Working-class Parisians don’t go
to Yemen for military training on a
whim. Since their teens these young
men have been raised on a nightly
diet of illegal wars, torture and ci-
vilian massacres in the Gulf and the
Middle East in which the victims
have usually been Muslim.

Continued on the back page

Guantanamo’s shameful 13th year

Recent inmate transfers offer a glimmer of hope but there is still much work to be done.

Viviana Krsticevic
I aljazeera.com
First published Jan. 11
traditional Uru-
guayan slow-cooked
steak; a pair of or-
ange prison uniform
pants that will never
be worn again waving like a vic-
tory flag out of a balcony window;
the words “Long Live Freedom”
scrawled in Spanish on black sands
gleaming in the afternoon sun.

Days after the US military sent six
cleared Guantanamo Bay detainees
to Uruguay, these were some of the
images published as part of a photo
essay on Dec. 14 in the Miami Her-
ald. The piece illustrated a vivid pic-
ture of human resilience after over
a decade of extreme privation and
suffering.

As inspirational as they were, the
photographs also served as a stark
contrast to the daily realities experi-
enced by the former inmates during
the course of their detention—reali-
ties still experienced by the 127 men
still held there.

On Guantanamo’s 13th anniver-
sary, the US government must con-
tinue to work diligently without any
more excuses to ensure due process
for the remaining detainees and
shut down one of the darkest hold-
overs from the “war on terror.”

Glimmer of hope

In a joint declaration issued last
year by the UN Special Rappor-
teur on Torture, several other UN
agencies and the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights (IA-
CHR), the US was urged to “adopt
all legislative, administrative, ju-
dicial, and any other types of mea-
sures necessary to prosecute, with
full respect for the right to due pro-
cess, the individuals being held at
Guantanamo Naval Base or, where
applicable, to provide for their im-
mediate release or transfer to a
third country.”

Yet, of the total of 779 men and
boys that have been detained at
Guantanamo Bay since 2002, only
nine have been convicted of any
crime. Of the 127 remaining de-
tainees, 59 have been unanimously
cleared by US intelligence and se-
curity agencies, of any involvement
in terrorism but continue to await
their release. The remaining 68 in-
mates are classified as “indefinite
detainees,” a Kafka-esque category
used for detainees ineligible for ei-
ther trial or release.

These men will face Periodic Re-
view Board hearings, an incipient
interagency process that will assess
whether an inmate poses a threat
to the US or is eligible for trans-
fer. However, this procedure lacks

“Yet, of the
total of 779
men and boys
that have been
detained at
Guantanamo
Bay since 2002,
only nine have
been convicted
of any crime.”

guarantees to due process and will
likely prolong situations of arbi-
trary detention.

Moreover, as inmate transfers
continue, the US must abide by the
principle of “non-refoulement”,
ensuring detainees’ right to not be
returned to a place where they will
face persecution, torture or death.

This guarantee was not upheld
with cleared inmate and Centre for
Justice and International Law and
Centre for Constitutional Rights’
client Djamel Ameziane, who was
forcibly repatriated back to his birth

country of Algeria despite stated
fears of persecution and standing
precautionary measures ordered in
his favor.

Upon his return, Ameziane was
detained by Algerian government
agents as part of an “evaluation pro-
cess” and subjected to abuses that
left him in poor health.

Ameziane’s forcible repatriation
is only one of several other cases.
In 2014, two other men were invol-
untarily repatriated to Libya and, in
2007, two others were sent back to
Tunisia.

Resettling detainees back to
countries that will expose them and
their families to threats, persecu-
tion, and - in the case of detainees
who are not cleared—to ongoing de-
tention and torture, will only deep-
en years of suffering and injustice.

The Power of the Executive
The US Senate committee’s grisly
report on the CIA’s interrogation
methods and the trickling repatria-
tion of cleared inmates represent
important steps towards making
the truth of the “war on terror”
available to the public. However,
the question over how material and
intellectual authors of torture will
be held accountable in accordance
with international law remains.

As party to the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel,

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment, the US is not only
forbidden from practicing torture
but required to prevent and hold ac-
countable any individuals who are
involved in these particular kinds of
human rights violations. Under this
convention, US federal authorities
are required to conduct “prompt
and impartial investigations” of
these crimes.

Additionally, under the Common
Article Three of the Geneva Con-
vention - the article which bars tor-
ture, cruel, inhumane, and degrad-
ing treatment against prisoners of
war - the US could be held account-
able for war crimes.

Finally, under international law,
amnesty laws are not permitted and
the authors of torture must be pros-
ecuted - at home or abroad.

The public availability of docu-
mentation to establish the truth
behind Guantanamo Bay will no
doubt play a pivotal role in disman-
tling the architecture of state-sanc-
tioned human rights abuses.

While the US Senate’s scathing
report revealed some of the most
shocking instances of torture, its
6,700 pages are the tip of the ice-
berg.

In early December, a US judge
ordered the disclosure of over 30
tapes depicting the controversial
nasogastric force-feedings of hun-

ger strikers in Guantanamo, includ-
ing Abu Wael Dhiab—one of the six
men released to Uruguay. While
attempts are being made by the
Obama administration to overturn
the ruling, human rights groups
continue to demand for release of
the tapes.

Almost six years after US Presi-
dent Barack Obama signed an ex-
ecutive order to shut down Guanta-
namo Bay, it is unfathomable that
this international symbol for US
human rights abuses remains open.
The ongoing reluctance to punish
those responsible for authorizing
and using torture is even more un-
fortunate.

Yet, now more than ever, the US
government can send a powerful
message stating that no one is ex-
empt from international account-
ability and prosecution. What is
done now will start to ensure that
torture—or “Enhanced Interroga-
tion Techniques”—are never used
by the US or other military and in-
telligence personnel in situations of
conflict.

By promoting the pursuit of truth
and justice, the US will finally be
able to close one of the grimmest
chapters in its history.

Viviana Krsticevic is the executive
director for the Centre for Justice
and International Law.
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of private universities

The media and marketing officer at the private University of Modern Sciences (photo) says that criticism
against private education facilities do not apply to his institution, where scoring high marks requires

substantial effort.

H Mohammad Al-Khayat

rivatized education
has been increasingly
popular throughout the
world, and Yemen is no
exception. An increase
in the number of private institutes
in the last 20 years means more
young Yemenis will have access to
education, a crucial fact in a coun-
try where over 40 percent of the
population is under 15 years of age.
However it is possible to have too
much of a good thing, however, and
many in government and education

sectors have grown concerned by a
lack of regulation.

Higher education in Yemen be-
gan with the founding of Sana’a
University in 1970, in what was still
the Yemen Arab Republic, and the
University of Aden in 1975, the first
in South Yemen.

The opening of Sana’a’s Universi-
ty of Science and Technology (UST)
in 1994, the country’s first and one
of its most reputable private uni-
versities, signaled the beginning of
a new era for higher education in
the newly unified Republic of Ye-
men.

Since then private colleges and
universities continued opening
throughout the country, particu-
larly from 2000 onwards. Ac-
cording to the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research,
there are now 58 registered private
institutions in the country, com-
pared with just 10 public univer-
sities. Government regulation has
struggled to keep pace with these
changes, and opinions are divided
on the quality of education provid-
ed by private universities.

“An increase in the number of
universities might be a sign of so-

ciety’s progress, but in Yemen it’s
evidence of the opposite,” says Dr.
Rasin Al-Rasin, Assistant Profes-
sor of Arabic Language at Sana’a
University.

“Private universities exploit stu-
dents. They pay enormous amounts
of money and don’t receive a qual-
ity education,” says Al-Rasin. “Pri-
vate universities don’t adhere to a
specific curriculum, and in many
cases, lectures are so simple that
any student could pass their tests
blind-folded.”

If Al-Rasin’s allegations are cor-
rect, in the end it is students who
lose out. “Students enjoy easy les-
sons and are given high marks and
don’t realize that what’s being done
to them is a crime,” says Al-Rasin.
“It’s only upon graduating and en-
tering the job market that students
find out he or she has no employ-
able skills.”

Hamed Al-Bashiri, the media
and marketing officer at the Uni-
versity of Modern Sciences (UMS),
a private university in Sana’a estab-
lished in 2002, says Al-Rasin’s crit-
icism does not apply to his institu-
tion. Whatever the case may be at
other private universities, he says
that scoring high marks requires
substantial effort and that those
who do not put in work fail.

Regulating private education

It comes as little surprise that
opinions will differ between staff at
public and private institutions. The
higher education sector in Yemen is
more competitive today than it has
ever been, and innovation breeds
contempt when pitted against es-
tablished tradition. Nonetheless,
there are concerns in government
that private universities operate
primarily as businesses and their
students receive the grades they

pay for regardless of how they per-
form.

Regulating private education has
become difficult given the pace of
change, but Ali Qasim, undersecre-
tary of the Students’ Department in
the Ministry of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, says the
government is keen to avoid what
he sees as an “educational farce.”

Qasim told the Yemen Times a
special committee was formed in
May 2014 to address the situation.

Composed of professors and oth-
er specialists working in the field,
and headed by Qasim and the edu-
cation minister, Mohmmad Mu-
tahar, the committee was created
to carry out a thorough investiga-
tion into educational standards at
private universities.

An initiative proposed by Mu-
tahar, who was a professor of edu-
cational management at Sanaa
University before joining the min-
istry in 2001, the committee is due
to begin its work in February, al-
though it has yet to receive a bud-
get.

Qasim says the committee will
publish reports based on its own
investigations, and is empowered
to revoke a university’s accredita-
tion if it is not meeting standards
specified in the national law of
higher education.

Standards are measured accord-
ing to teaching practices and edu-
cational facilities. The latter may
vary according to the size and type
of institution, as is the case with
science laboratories and equip-
ment, but all colleges must meet
minimum requirements in more
general areas. Every university li-
brary, for example, must have a
minimum of ten thousand books.

Any institution found lacking
will be given a six-month grace pe-
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riod to bring itself up to standard,
after which its accreditation will
be revoked if the necessary im-
provements have not been made in
accordance with the committee’s
findings.

An issue of rights

Not everyone in Yemen has a choice
of what kind of education they re-
ceive. As a signatory to the 1951
Refugee Convention and its 1967
Protocol, Yemen’s accommodation
for refugees includes access to edu-
cation in urban areas. For the many
who enter the country and are not
granted refugee status, however,
private education may be their only
opportunity.

Mohammad Oraby, a media stu-
dent at UST, is a Syrian national
and as such is not eligible to study
at a public university. In spite of the
university’s reputation, he has been
disappointed with his studies.

“It was not at all what I expect-
ed,” says Oraby. “The curriculum is
a joke and the university’s studios
are just bait to attract students to
register. Practical skills are not
emphasized at all.”

Oraby is convinced that private
universities in Yemen, even repu-
table ones like UST, “are merely
profit generating projects that don’t
care about providing quality edu-
cational services as much as they
do about the financial return com-
ing from it.”

Opinions will clearly vary from
one individual to the next, under-
scoring the need for unbiased as-
sessments and standardized regu-
lations. Oraby’s case highlights the
fact that education is a fundamen-
tal human right, and ensuring ev-
ery institution is up to standards is
critical in a market that not every-
one has equal access to.
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2015 Education Year: Challenges ahead

H Khalid Al-Karimi

n Nov. 24, the prime

minister  declared

2015 “Education

Year,” highlighting

the need to improve
the country’s educational system
and its importance for Yemen’s fu-
ture prosperity. It is no small task,
for a range of economic and secu-
rity concerns will need to be ad-
dressed before any substantial im-
provements can be made to schools
throughout the country, particular-
ly in rural areas affected by ongoing
conflict.

An ominous reminder came just
20 days after the prime minister’s
announcement, when an explosive-
laden car detonated at a checkpoint
in Rada’a, killing 16 girls who were
passing on their way home from
school. The tragedy provides some
indication of the immense challeng-
es facing government and Yemeni
society if 2015 is really to be a year
for education.

Matching rhetoric with action
Speaking at a ceremony honoring
the nation’s highest-achieving stu-
dents for the 2013/14 school year,
Prime Minister Bahah explained
what Education Year meant to the
government. Schooling, he said,
needs to be made “accessible to
children in a way that fulfills our
goals of social and economic devel-
opment,” enabling Yemeni citizens
to “take part in fields of knowledge
production and creativity.”

Meeting these lofty goals will re-
quire a range of initiatives—repair-
ing infrastructure and building new
facilities, providing sufficient learn-
ing materials, narrowing teacher-
student ratios, and addressing
gender disparities—especially in
rural areas, where underfunding
and conflict have compounded the
problems facing schools there.

Addressing these issues will be
difficult under current political and
economic circumstances. Some feel
that any real progress would require
resources the government, and the
Ministry of Education in particular,
simply do not have.

“There are so many schools that
need restructuring, particularly in
rural areas. We need to build en-
tirely new schools in many cities
and villages,” said Isamel Zaydan,
director of the Media Department
at the Ministry of Education. “Then
the schools need labs, chairs, and
other equipment—making 2015 a

Photo courtesy of Samira Mashhoor

successful education year will be a
big burden on the government and
the Ministry of Education.”

Abdullah  Al-Hamidi, deputy
minister of education, acknowl-
edged the magnitude of the task but
is hopeful goals can be met if extra-
governmental resources are pooled
in the effort.

“There are 16,912 primary and
secondary schools nationwide, and
about 6 million students. Making
2015 a successful education year
will is a big collective responsibili-
ty,” he said. “With desire and sound
management we will be able to solve
our problems. Thinking only about
troubles is disheartening—difficult
circumstances should motivate us
to change them, not to give up.”

Those working in primary and
secondary education have mixed
feelings about the initiative. Ab-
duraqib Al-Katib, the principal of
Al-Zubairi School in the Al-Wihda
district of Sana’a, is weary about

“Students get
frustratd with
the situation
and drop out.
They care
more about
carrying
weapons than
sitting in
class.”

any efforts that do not address more
fundamental issues first. “There
must be stability and security to
guarantee good education. When
the girls were killed in a terrorist at-
tack in Rada»>a, everyone was terri-
fied, not only school children.”

Those working in education will
remain skeptical of any far-reach-
ing reforms until the security con-
cerns are addressed, but will no
doubt welcome any improvement
to the situation.

Mohammad bin Mohammad, a
school teacher in Erman Primary
School in the Ans area of Dhamar
governorate, which accommodates
110 children from first to sixth
grade, says many of his students

Girls primary completion rate in Yemen rose from 33 percent in 2000
to 53 percent in 2011. The gap is significantly wider in rural areas,
and worsens for girls in secondary education.

are forced to take their lessons sit-
ting on the ground. “Students don’t
study in proper classrooms. Let
alone having enough labs, chairs or
tables,” he said.

Mohammad’s predicament is
representative of the problems fac-
ing a majority of schools in rural
areas, particularly those affected
by conflict. According to a report
released by the Ministry of Health
in 2013, 71 percent of the popula-
tion can be found in rural areas. In
its most recent analysis, covering
the period between 2008 and 2012,
the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) reported school atten-
dance in urban areas at 83.3 per-
cent, compared with 64.3 percent
in rural areas. The disparity has no
doubt grown larger with as conflict
has increased since 2012.

It is in rural Yemen that reforms
are most needed. Without the alter-
natives that schooling can provide
young Yemenis with, a lack of edu-
cational resources can feed into a
cycle of violence.

Abdulkarim Al-Khayat is a teach-
er at Sept. 26 School in Taiz city,
but has been involved in training
teachers in the governorate’s rural
areas. Speaking of his experience at
Gafar Al-Tayar School in the Mawia
area, he says students were taught
under trees because there were no
classrooms.

“As far as I can tell, students get
frustrated given this situation and
drop out. They care more about car-
rying weapons than sitting in class,”
he said.

Lack of teachers in rural areas
Addressing security concerns and
providing necessary infrastructure
are fundamental prerequisites, but
staffing and improving access to
education for girls remain high on
the agenda.

Al-Khayat also spoke of a chronic
shortage of teachers, particularly in
the sciences and in English classes.
“Teachers simply do not want to
teach in rough rural areas,” he said.

Before new teachers are brought
in, those currently employed need
to be retained. On Dec. 20, Minis-
ter of Education Abdulatif Haidar
said the government would priori-
tize paying out teachers’ bonuses
accumulated over 2013, which are
due to be paid out throughout 2015.
“Teachers are the cornerstone of
the educational process and receiv-
ing their bonuses at this particular
time will be a big motivation to help
make 2015 a successful education
year,” he said.

Al-Khayat says he is set to receive
only YR2,100 ($20) in bonuses,
which will be added to his monthly
salaries throughout the year. It is a
small amount, admits Al-Khayat,
who nevertheless understands the
difficult economic situation the Ye-
meni government is in.

Government expenditure on bo-
nuses amounts to YR60 million
($279,000) for the current fis-
cal year, and is expected to reach
271,606 employees nationwide
working in the education sector,
according to the Ministry of Educa-
tion.

More teachers are also neces-
sary for addressing gender dispari-
ties. The government began work-
ing with the World Bank in 2007
to improve access to education for
girls, which is sorely lacking in ru-
ral areas. By 2013 the Yemeni gov-
ernment had trained and recruited
1000 female teachers. A follow-up
project was approved in Feb. 2013,
which will run until 2018 and hopes
to add 700 more female teachers.

While the World Bank has re-
ported a substantial increase in the
number of girls being enrolled at
primary schools over the last de-
cade, the gender disparity remains
wide. Girls’ primary completion
rate rose from 33 percent in 2000
to 53 percent in 2011, according
to government statistics. The cor-
responding rate for boys has re-
mained at least 20 percent higher.
The gap is significantly wider in
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On Nov. 24, Prime Minister Bahah declared 2015 ‘education year.’ The Ministry of Education seeks to
improve indicators in Yemen’s education sector.

rural areas, and worsens for girls in
secondary education.

In areas where female enrolment
and retention in school is signifi-
cantly lower than the national aver-
age, the government also offers con-
ditional cash transfers to families to
encourage them to allow their girls
to attend school. The World Bank
reported that 39,000 students had
been reached by the initiative in the
first project, and intends to con-
tinue it for the 2014-2018 period.
International donors have already
committed $66 million to the Sec-
ond Basic Education Development
Project for Yemen.

It is clear that improving these

shortcomings and addressing the
security situation will require a
collaborative effort. “We need the
cooperation of the private sector,
civil society organization, and re-
gional and international partners to
make the sought-after educational
change,” says deputy minister Al-
Hamidi. “Depending on the govern-
ment is not enough.”

To that end the government is
seeking cooperation from a range of
partners, such as the Tamkeen De-
velopment Organization, a local civ-
il society organization founded in
2009 that is dedicated to furthering
democracy and human rights in Ye-
men. Its director, Murad Al-Karati,

says civil society organizations are
eager to work with the government
to help make 2015 a successful year
for education.

Mohammad Al-Asaadi, a com-
munications officer with UNICEF,
told the Yemen Times his team
hopes to work closely with the gov-
ernment on the project. “We hope
the education cluster, government,
and private sector will come to-
gether this year to achieve remark-
able progress in terms of decreasing
dropouts, increasing enrollment,
bridging the disparity gap between
boys and girls and getting those dis-
placed and marginalized back into
classrooms,” he said.

Republic of Yemen

at 04:00 PM.

INVITATION to Bid: No. ITB:

Viewing the Generator:
Location: UNHCR Office Yard, Algeria Street 38, Building No. 2, Sana’a
Time: 09:00am — 04:00pm

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees - with its Branch
Office Sana'a, Republic of Yemen - has an international mandate to provide interna-
tional protection and to seek solutions for the problem of refugees in Yemen. In ad-
dition, The Office assumes the lead responsibility for protection, emergency shelter
and camp management for internally displaced persons in Yemen. The work of the
Office is of an entirely non-political character.

The Office in Sana'a is offering the Generator, PERKINS engine for sale as it is where
it is basis and is inviting the interested buyer to provide a firm offer:

FOR SALE

PERKINS GENERATOR, 60KVA
CLOSING DATE AND TIME: Sunday 1st. February 2015 — 04:00 PM

For any more inquiries or information please contact us on the below number
at UNHCR office at the address indicated below between 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Algeria Street 38, Building No. 2,
P.O. Box 12093 Sana’a
Tel: Tel: 01469771 or 01469772.

Please submit the sealed offer in envelop at UNHCR Branch Office reception
desk at the above-mentioned address latest by Sunday 1st. February 2015,

ITB'YEMSA/ADM/HCR/15/007
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Millions of Iraqis displaced by ISIL

Throughout 2014, more than two million Iraqis were forced to seek refuge in other areas of the country.

Suadad al-Salhy
I aljazeera.com
First published Jan. 12
esallah Khalil, a
29-year-old mother
of seven, has been
living in an old ware-
house hall in south-
ern Baghdad along with her sister-
in-law’s eight-member family. The
dark, stuffy, overcrowded hall is
divided into dozens of 24-square-
metre rooms by torn, unwashed
clothes, and shelters around 1,000
people—most of whom are women
and children.

Displaced from the northern
Iraqi province of Salahudeen, most
of them have witnessed fierce fight-
ing between Iraqi troops backed by
Shia militias and the fighters of the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL).

“They [ISIL fighters] blew up our
houses, burned our stuff and took
everything and now we have noth-
ing, live on crumbs and the gifts
of others, and even we accepted to
wear the old clothes that are full of
lice,” Khalil told Al Jazeera.

Three months ago, Khalil and
many of her relatives were forced to
flee from their villages in the town
of Yathrib, about 170km north of
Baghdad, in order to seek refuge
in southern Baghdad. They were
forced to relocate for safety reasons,
after ISIL fighters attacked them
and bombed their houses.

“We are trapped here at the mer-
cy of others. The place is crowded,
cramped and because of the high
numbers [of displaced people], the
children are always sick,” Khalil
said.

During 2014, more than two mil-
lion Iraqis were internally displaced
by conflict in northern and western
Iraq. According to UN and Iraqi
officials, most took refuge in the

Reuters

According to UN and Iraqi officials, most Iraqi IDPs took refuge in the Kurdish regions, Baghdad, and the southern provinces.

Kurdish regions, Baghdad and the
southern provinces.

The majority of displaced Irag-
is are living in either temporary
camps, which were settled by the
UN mission in Iraq in coopera-
tion with the Iraqi government, or
are taking refuge in mosques and
schools. The rest are hosted by rela-
tives or volunteer families outside
of the conflict zones.

Despite the fact that the Iraqi gov-
ernment had formed a special body
known as the Supreme Committee

for Relief that provides shelter for
IDPs with an open budget, some are
living in miserable conditions that
do not measure up to the acceptable
conditions of normal life.

“Our biggest problem is the bath-
rooms. There are just a few bath-
rooms to be used by all of us [1,200
displaced people] so we have to
stand in line to get in, and you can
imagine the situation at night with
this cold weather,” said Um Mo-
hammed, who lives in the sanctuary
with a family of 14.

“They [the administration of the
camp] give us three meals per day,
milk and diapers for the children
and we have a small clinic here but
still, we are too many in a small
space with no privacy, no schools
and no money.”

The Supreme Committee for Re-
lief, headed by Salih Al-Mutlaq, the
deputy prime minister, was set up
in July to offer urgent aid to IDPs
across the country. However, thou-
sands of IDPs have been complain-
ing of a lack of basic materials.

“The catastrophe is big and the
displacement operations are un-
controlled. Thousands of families
are randomly and suddenly mov-
ing from one area to another based
on their sense of safety,” Hussain
Dawood, the secretary of the Su-
preme Committee for Relief, told Al
Jazeera.

“The number of the displaced has
exceeded 2,450,000 people. We
are facing serious problems relat-
ing to supplying them with basic
needs because of the contentious

displacement and the new military
operations in the hot zones,” Da-
wood said.

Shia Muslims and followers of
Sufism and Christianity, along with
moderate Sunnis and Yazidis—who
accepted becoming a part of the
new political system in Irag—are
viewed by ISIL as apostates who
should be killed.

Thousands of civilians and troops
have been killed in direct clashes or
mass executions carried out by ISIL
fighters since June, when the group
overran the second largest Iraqi
city, Mosul, without facing any real
resistance from regular troops.

In the following weeks, ISIL fight-
ers seized swaths of the neighbor-
ing provinces of Salahudeen and
Kirkuk and are now controlling
most of the cities and towns of the
Sunni-dominated province of west-
ern Anbar.

Iraqi troops—backed by Shia mi-
litias, Kurdish forces and anti-ISIL
Sunni tribesmen—have recently
driven ISIL fighters out of strategic
towns and villages in the provinces
of Salahudeen, Diyala, Anbar and
Nineveh.

Although ISIL fighters have been
driven out of Jurf Al-Sakhar, a key
supply route in southern Baghdad,
Iraqi officials have not yet allowed
people to return to their homes in
these areas.

Many IDPs, particularly from
Sunni-dominated areas, have com-
plained that they were purposely
not allowed to go back to their
homes—specifically those living in
the towns of Jalawlaa and Saadiya
in Diyala and Jurf Al-Sakhar in
southern Baghdad. But Iraqi offi-
cials said the return of IDPs to the
liberated towns and villages largely
depended on the evaluation of the
troops on the ground.

Continued on the back page

The Afghan

Siobhan O'Grady
I foreignpolicy.com
First published Jan. 12
he United States spends
more than $300 million
on Afghan National Po-
lice force salaries each
year. But the latest au-
dit from the American watchdog for
Afghan reconstruction found that
lack of oversight may have allowed
ANP personnel to inflate staff num-
bers and pocket a large chunk of that
budget for themselves.

And although audit agencies at the
multinational military force in Af-
ghanistan identified weaknesses in
the payroll system as early as 2006,
the Pentagon and its international
partners still don’t seem to have tak-
en appropriate measures to stop the
fraud from occurring.

In other words, for almost the last
decade, the United States may been
paying for Afghan cops who aren’t.

John Sopko, the special inspector
general for Afghan reconstruction,
or SIGAR, found there are almost
twice as many ANP identification
cards circulating as there are ac-
tive police personnel. That means
there could be just about as many
“ghost police officers” — or invalid
or uncontrolled identification cards
— as there are actual active duty
police. As of February 2014, over
300,000 identification cards had
been distributed by Afghanistan’s
Ministry of Interior when there were
fewer than 157,000 assigned person-
nel. In some cases, former police of-
ficers who are no longer active duty
may still be on the payroll, and could
be receiving monthly payments they
haven’t earned.

These extra cards don’t only open
the door to fraud, but also pose a
threat to the security of police bases
nationwide.

ANP officials in two provinces told
Sopko’s team they do not regularly
use identification cards for any pur-
pose at all, and in one instance, the
inspectors found that 11 out of 35
Afghan police personnel on duty did
not have their identification cards
on them; two of them had at that
point waited over a year to receive
replacement cards. That’s no small
problem in country plagued by secu-
rity breaches, including deadly ter-
ror attacks by police collaborating
with the Taliban.

Sopko said the two electronic sys-
tems used to keep track of payroll
data are not fully functional, and
that because daily attendance is not
electronically recorded, police could
get paid whether they were showing
up to work or not.

And while some ANP personnel
might be getting paid more than they
deserve, lack of oversight means
other personnel might be cheated
out of their salaries by corrupt offi-
cials. Nearly 20 percent of ANP staff
is paid in cash, but there is no elec-
tronic payroll monitoring system in
place. In some cases, the audit said,
a police officer might receive as little
as half his monthly salary, while the
agent trusted to disperse the cash
pockets the rest.

The US faced similar oversight
challenges in its reconstruction
projects in Iraq. In November, Iraqi
Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi said
that after the US spent more than
$20 billion training and equipping
the Iraqi army, there were at least
50,000 soldiers on the payroll who

cops who never were

did not exist. Those that did proved
their lack of mettle when the Islamic
State went on a rampage this sum-
mer and Iraqi soldiers ditched their
equipment and fled for their lives.

And, just as seems to be the case in
Afghanistan, officers in Iraq pretend
to have more soldiers on their books
than they really do, only to pocket
the extra salaries—some $600 a
month—for themselves.

ANP salaries and other payroll
costs are covered by the Law and
Order Trust Fund for Afghanistan,
a joint program established by the
US and other international donors

and overseen by the United Nations
Development Programme. As of last
July, $3.6 billion had been contrib-
uted to the fund and $1.3 billion of
that came directly from the United
States.

But while billions of dollars have
been pumped into the ANP since
2002, corruption and rule of law still
top Sopko’s list of the seven most
high-risk threats to reconstruction
in post-2014 Afghanistan. Speaking
at the Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace last month, Sopko
said that poor record-keeping and
oversight was only perpetuating the

problem.

“The problem is that American
taxpayer dollars and our strategic
and humanitarian interests in Af-
ghanistan are being placed at un-
necessarily high levels of risk by
widespread failure to track results,
anticipate problems, and implement
prudent countermeasures,” he said.

The Combined Security Transition
Command-Afghanistan, the Penta-
gon branch that oversees US gov-
ernment assistance to Afghanistan’s
Ministry of Interior, had the oppor-
tunity to respond to Sopko’s audit
before it was released to the public

on Monday. They welcomed all five
of his recommendations, includ-
ing a coordination effort between
various ANP donors to implement a
payroll and personnel tracking sys-
tem. And the CSTC-A even said they
will require the Afghan government
to comply with strict regulations on
record-keeping or face funding pen-
alties.

US and NATO troops have ended
their Afghanistan mission this year.
But the risk of such financial mis-
management there—and all the at-
tendant security lapses—is only go-
ing to get bigger.
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The uprising was
technically successful
because we removed
Saleh, and people be-
came more politically
conscious. However, as
a result we've seen the
streets become filled
with armed militias,
a deterioration in the
quality of state insti-
tutions, in particular
education, and the loss
of the army’s power and
control throughout the
country.

Very few people bene-
fitted from the uprising.
Now, things became
worse than before.
Compared to how things
are now, the state of the
country before the up-
rising was like paradise.
For me, the changing
point came after the as-
sassination attempt on
former President Saleh.
One of the things that
has changed since 2011
is that we can’t leave
the house after sunset
for fear of attacks and
bombings.

13 January, 2015

Was the 2011 uprising worth it?

H Mohammed Al-Qalisi

t is nearly four years to the day
that over 16,000 Yemenis took to
the streets of Sana’a demanding
change, sparking a nationwide
uprising that eventually led to

President Saleh’s resignation. Protestors’
immediate demands for a new govern-
ment were largely met, but more funda-
mental issues that lay at the heart of the
uprising, like government corruption and
unemployment, have shown no signs of
improvement, while the country’s secu-

rity situation has deteriorated drastically.

With the benefit of hindsight, the Ye-
men Times took to the streets to get an
idea of how young Sana’anis feel about
the 2011 uprising today and if they think
it’s been worth all the trouble that has
followed.
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Naif Mohammad Ali
27-years-old, University Stu-
dent majored in Information
Technology

Mohammad Abdulsamad
26-years-old, Perfume street
vendor

The uprising was nec-
essary, however the in-
volvement of political
parties ruined the pro-
cess. In the end it was
all for nothing.

Change is necessary,
but in order for an
uprising to succeed it
must have clear cut
goals. Here, political
parties hijacked the
movement and got us to
where we are today.

Mohammad Muqgbel Mahdi
21-years-old, Student in the
University of Science and Tech-

nology

Jihad Al-Salehi
23-years-old, Soldier

The goal of the uprising
was to stamp out cor-
ruption, however what
ended up happening
was a settling of politi-
cal scores. In the end, it
was us the people who
suffered the most.

At the end of the day,
the uprising was about
settling political scores.
The whole thing was
uncalled for, things
were much better be-
fore than they are now.

Mohammad Hussein Al-Saqqaf
35-years-old, Assistant oil-driller,
Z.B. corporation

Iman Abdullah
25-years-old, University
Graduate
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Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

3 Job vacancies
(3 Job seekers
O Other

Please cut this coupon and send it to

Yemen Times
Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. call 268661/2/3

EXCLUSIVE
AIRCRAFT.

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
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Classifieds

736974711.

777228719

» Male, holds master degree in
English and ICDL in computer, 6
year experience in teaching,
available as a tutor or for any job 4
that requires English. 77758466,

» \Nashwan Hasan, BA Accountant, ’
7 years experience, seeks to work
in an organization where English
is essntial. 7715805009,

»  OSHA certified, with 20 years

Gulf exp. in oil & gas, variety of
HSE, safety fields, including fire
fighting, health and sfety, 2 years
Gulf exp. in construction.
jmlsalem@yahoo.com

Teacher of math, physics and
chemistry in English seeks work
at school. 735694439

Male, bachelor’s degree in English
language, diploma in marketing &
computer science, experienced as
an operations officer, treasurer
and teacher. Looking for any job
that requires English. 777004207

City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism 254032,
TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent 203131/3, Tel-
Yemen 7522202, Y .net 7522227

AIRLINES
Continental Airline 278668/283082
Egypt Air 273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3
BANKS
Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823
Fax:260824

02 - 270347

fax 02 - 237824

S5 Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
; Tel. 264775, 264702
Fax. 264703, 503350

Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01277224
Fax: 277291
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309

Aden: 02 245625

British Institute for languages & Computer
266222 - Fax: 514755

YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon 01-448573
[COURIERS
FedEx

Coopiicss

Sana’a 01 440 170
Hodiadh 03 226 975

Aden 02 245 626
Taiz 04 205 780

DHL 01 441096/7/8
FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services
Tel: 967 1 431339
Fax: 431340
alnada2 @yemen.net.ye

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
01 531221/531231

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division

01-441126

Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3

World Shipping 01260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299
Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail .com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000
HOTELS |
Royal Crown Hotel & Suites

01406661 406681

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2

________________________ -
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel 01 546666
FORD/HYUNDAI 267791 Fax: 01 546000 Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83
. JZ \_',‘/c MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080 Sheba Hotel 01 272372 02-221270
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49 Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871 Falcon Holidays 444118
l M Po WAN Sana’a: 400269 Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494 Falcon Business Center 446250
M OPEL / GM 203075 Mercure Hotel 01-212544 Al-Nasim Travel 270750
SUZUKI 02 - 346000 Shammar Hotel 01-418546 Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
TOYOTA 445362/3 Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14 Qadas Fly 01-280777
Shahran Hotel 01-418320 Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6
AND INSTITUTES
Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171, Telephone enquires Computer Education Aden: 02-237199 UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555 American World University, Rep.
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7, Infinit Education 01-444553 Free Number: 800 55 55 by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 -
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter- NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26 Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.) 733061203 Fax: 535702

Sana’a 272713/874
Taiz 250029

Aden: 243490-242476
Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8

Marib Insurance

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
Sana’a 284193, 5 lines
Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,
Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
Fax: 448339

RESTAURANTS

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
Tel: 01 505290
01 266375
Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
417391

My Pie 431999

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten
Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2
Fax 370193
International Turkish Schools
01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593

Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

Manarat Schools 01-410011
SUPERMARKETS

Al-Jandul Supermarket. 01-422610

Happy Land supermarket 01-444424
TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea- Ambharic. Tel: 01-240515

University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441,
Aden: 234533 / 234960
Tel: 449971/2
Tel: 250553/4/5

Queen rwa University
Sana’a University

Alandalus University Tel: 675567
Fax: 675885
MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800

Ministry of Public Works and Highways
01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
01-535031

Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance

01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation

01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour

01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population

01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals

01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment

01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196
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Millions of Iraqis displaced by ISIL

“Saadiya, for example, is a military
zone until this moment, but we
are doing our best to have people
return to their homes,” Ahmed Al-
Zarqooshi, the mayor of Saadiya,
told Al Jazeera. “The problem is the
area was destroyed either because
of the booby traps set up by Daesh
[ISIL] militants or by the military
operations. The town is uninhabit-
able now. We need the evaluation
of the security forces to be sure that
people will be safe if they return.”
ISIL fighters have routinely boo-
by-trapped areas they were forced
to flee, targeting electricity poles,
doors, sidewalks and water pipes,
according to military officers.
Saadiya, whose population ex-
ceeded 50,000, is one of the disput-
ed areas between the Kurdish semi-
autonomous region and Baghdad.
It sheds light on the growing di-
visions between the Iraqi factions
(Shia, Sunnis and Kurds) over land,

wealth and power. The majority of
central Saadiya residents are Kurds,
while the surrounding villages are
made up of Sunni and Shia popu-
lations constituting more than 20
percent of the total population.

Iraqi Sunnis believe that Shia
Muslims and Kurds may take ad-
vantage of the current situation
to make demographic changes on
the ground in areas liberated from
ISIL by preventing Iraqi Sunnis in
the mixed areas from going back to
their homes.

Iraqi military officials dismiss
these claims, saying they have dif-
ferent plans to deal with the situa-
tion in the liberated areas.

“As Shia, we do not need to make
any demographic changes in these
areas because the majority of them
are already either Kurds or Sunnis,
except two or three small towns—
but we will take all the required
measures to prevent ISIL sleeper

cells from going back to these ar-
eas,” a senior Badr Organisation
leader told Al Jazeera on condition
of anonymity. Badr is a key Shia mi-
litia fighting ISIL in Diyala.

“We will isolate the Shia-dom-
inated areas and secure them by
sound berms or ditches, disarm
people in these areas, search for
weapons and ammunition and ap-
point new administrations that
have nothing to do with the mili-
tants. The wanted people will not
come back, so we do not need to do
any demographic changes.”

The UN mission in Iraq has called
on the international community to
allocate more funds to cover the ad-
ditional urgent relief needed for the
IDPs as winter sets in. They identi-
fied an urgent need for $152m in or-
der to cover the basic needs of close
to a million displaced Iraqis across
the Kurdish region. This comes as
part of their revised Immediate Re-

sponse Plan II.

“The number of IDPs in Iraq has
been increasing because of the mili-
tary operations, so the UN renewed
its calls to the donor countries to
deliver more funds to cover the in-
creased demand,” Elliana Nabaa,
spokesperson for the UN mission
in Iraq, told Al Jazeera. “Because of
the cold weather, the demands in-
crease.”

With sad eyes scanning the room
divided by ragged cloth, Khalil said:
“As long as my kids are unharmed,
are not hungry, and have a roof
above their heads, the rest does not
matter.”

Charlie Hebdo: The danger of polarized debate

In a court deposition in 2007, Chérif
Kouachi, the younger of the broth-
ers affiliated with al-Qaida who shot
the journalists at Charlie Hebdo,
was explicit about this. “I got this
idea when I saw the injustices
shown by television on what was
going on over there. I am speaking
about the torture that the Ameri-
cans have inflicted on the Iraqis.”
In a video from beyond the grave

the other shooter, Amedy Couliba-
ly, claims he joined Islamic State to
avenge attacks on Muslims. These
grievances are real even if attempts
to square them with the killers’ ac-
tions make your head hurt. France
opposed the Iraq war; Isis and al-
Qaida have been sworn enemies
and both have massacred substan-
tial numbers of Muslims. Not only
is the morality bankrupt, but the

logic is warped.

But Islamists are not alone in
their contradictions. Jan. 11 is
the anniversary of the opening of
Guantanamo Bay. Given the recent
release of the US torture report or
France’s role in resisting democrat-
ic change during the Arab spring,
many of those who claim that this is
a battle between liberty and barba-
rism have a foot in both camps.

This is why describing these at-
tacks as criminal is both axiomatic
and inadequate. They were not rob-
bing a bank or avenging a turf war.
Anti-terrorism police described the
assault on the magazine as “calm
and determined.” They walked in,
asked for people by name, and ex-
ecuted them. Coulibaly killed a po-
licewoman and shot a jogger before
holding up a kosher supermarket
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and killing four Jews. These were,
for the most part, not accidental
targets. Nor were they acts of in-
sanity. They were calculated acts
of political violence driven by the
incoherent allegiances of damaged
and dangerous young men.

They are personally responsible

for what they did. But we, as a so-
ciety, are collectively responsible
for the conditions that produced
them. And if we want others to turn
out differently—less hateful, more
hopeful—we will have to keep more
than one idea in our heads at the
same time.
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