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SANA’A, Jan. 14—The heads of 
Yemen’s security apparatuse con-
ducted sweeps of military sites in 
Marib governorate on Wednesday 
after meeting with tribal leaders 
Tuesday night. 

The heads were part of a new 
committee established by Prime 
Minister Khalid Bahah on Monday.  
“The committee will seek to address 
problems in Marib and Al-Jawf gov-
HUQRUDWHV�DQG�LPSOHPHQW�DUWLFOH�¿YH�
of the Peace and National Partner-
ship Security Annex,” read Bahah’s 
statement, which was published on 
the state-run Saba News Agency on 
Monday. “It will be chaired by Min-
ister of Defense Mahmoud Al-Subai-
hi, and include as members Minister 
of Interior Jalal Al-Rowishan, Min-
ister of Local Administration Abd 
Al-Rageeb Seif Fatih, and Ayesh 
Awas, chairman of the Defense and 
Security Directorate within the Pres-
LGHQW¶V�2̇FH�´��

According to Bahah’s announce-
ment, the committee possesses the 
right to seek the help of those with 
“proper expertise,” to aid the com-
mittee in the performance of its 
tasks. It is required to submit re-
SRUWV�GRFXPHQWLQJ�LWV�¿QGLQJV�WR�WKH�
prime minister within three months 
of the date of the announcement of 
its establishment. 
$UWLFOH� ¿YH� RI� WKH� 3HDFH� DQG�1D-

tional Partnership Agreement’s 
Security Annex calls for the “im-
mediate cessation of hostilities and 
D� FHDVH¿UH� LQ� $O�-DZI� DQG� 0DULE�´�
It further calls for all armed groups 
from outside the two governorates 
to withdraw, and for the restructur-

ing of both governorate’s adminis-
trative, security and military bod-
ies. It states that the details of the 
FHDVH¿UH� DQG� UHVWUXFWXULQJ� ZLOO� EH�
established through a “supplemen-
tal document.”

Ayesh Awas told the Yemen Times 
that the committee members visited 
Marib governorate on Tuesday and 
held a meeting with local tribal lead-
ers at the headquarters of the 6th 
Military Command. He added that 
WKH� FRPPLWWHH� DOVR� FRQGXFWHG� ¿HOG�
sweeps of military bases in the gov-
ernorate to assess the battle readi-
ness of troops in the area. 

“I can’t go into detail about what 
we discussed during our meetings 
DQG�¿HOG�VZHHSV�´�KH�VDLG��³+RZHYHU�
ZH¶UH� QRZ� LQ� WKH� ¿UVW� SKDVH� RI� WKH�
process to begin addressing security 
issues in Al-Jawf and Marib. This 
will consist of further meetings with 
local heads of security apparatuses 
and tribal leaders to better coordi-
QDWH�RXU�H̆RUWV�´

Mohammad Buhaibah, a leading 
sheikh within the Murad tribe, Mar-
ib’s largest, met with Awas and other 
committee members on Wednesday. 
“We discussed several issues, in-
cluding the withdrawal of all armed 

¿JKWHUV� IURP� RXWVLGH� WKH� JRYHUQ-
ment, and the disarmament of local 
tribes,” he said. 
³:H� DOVR� VSHFL¿FDOO\� GLVFXVVHG�

the possibility of returning weapons 
seized by tribesmen on Jan. 2 from 
the 62nd Mechanized Brigade,” he 
added. “We’re prepared to cooper-
ate with all these demands, and aid 
the committee logistically on the 
ground, as long as our grievances 
towards the Houthis are also ad-
dressed, in a fair way.”

Marib governorate has witnessed 
rising tensions over the last two 
weeks after tribesmen seized a large 

weapons cache on Jan. 2 from the 
62nd Mechanized Brigade that was 
passing through the area on its way 
to Sana’a governorate’s Arhab dis-
trict.

Tribal sources claimed that tribes-
men seized the weapons, which 
included several tanks, dozens of 
military vehicles, rocket launchers 
and heavy artillery, in order to equip 
themselves against any suspected at-
tacks launched by the Houthis, also 
known as Ansar Allah. Beginning on 
Saturday, Jan. 10, the Yemen Times 
reported that thousands of armed 
tribesmen from the Al-Jawf, Al-
Baida, and Sa’ada governorates ar-
rived in the area to help prevent the 
expansion of the Houthis. 

The committee was supposed to 
be formed following the Nov. 7 for-
mation of Yemen’s new technocratic 
government, in accordance with 
the Peace and National Partnership 
Agreement. 

Prime Minister Press Secretary 
DQG�2̇FLDO�&DELQHW�6SRNHVPDQ�5D-
jeh Badi, told the Yemen Times that 
the formation of the committee had 
been delayed due to the tense se-
curity situation facing the country. 

“The situation in Marib and Al-Jawf 
is constantly evolving. We needed to 
take time to monitor developments 
there before establishing the com-
mittee.” Badi added that no Houthis 
RU� ḊOLDWHV� RI� $QVDU� $OODK� ZHUH�
working with the committee. 

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
EHU�RI� WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH� LQ�
Sana’a, said that Ansar Allah wel-
comed the creation of the commit-
tee, adding however that it should 
have been created sooner. “Better 
late than never,” he said. “We’ll co-
operate fully with the committee’s 
orders and directives, as long as 
it commits to restructuring all ad-
ministrative, security and military 
bodies in the two governorates, in 
an impartial manner, that works to 
assimilate all political powers in the 
country,” he added. 

Al-Bukhaiti claimed that any fail-
ure to do so could reignite tensions 
in both governorates and lead to a 
new round of violence, particularly 
in Marib, where the situation cur-
rently remains tense. He acknowl-
HGJHG�WKDW�QR�PHPEHUV�RU�ḊOLDWHV�
of Ansar Allah were part of the com-
mittee.   

Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Jan. 14—Hundreds of 
journalists and employees of the 
state-run Al-Thawra newspaper 
staged a protest in front of the 
Cabinet building on Wednesday, 
demanding the appointment of a 
director and editor-in-chief. 

The newspaper has been operat-
ing without a director or editor-in-
chief since Jan. 6, when Faisal Mu-
NDUDP�� ZKR� KDG� SUHYLRXVO\� ¿OOHG�
both positions, submitted his letter 
of resignation to the Ministry of 
Information. The ministry issued 
a statement the same day, accusing 
Houthis, also known as Ansar Al-
lah, of having stormed Mukaram’s 
house and forcing his resignation. 

Dhaif Allah Al-Shami, a mem-
EHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH�
in Sana’a, denied the allegations 
at the time and said popular com-
mittees were not ordered to storm 
Mukaram's house.

“Mukaram resigned willingly 

without being forced by anybody 
after the employees of Al-Thawra 
newspaper began to demand his 
resignation,” he said. 

Wednesday’s protests were the 
second this week, with newspaper  
VWD̆�KDYLQJ�VWDJHG�D�VLPLODU�SURWHVW�
in front of the Ministry of Informa-
tion on Monday. Hassan Sharaf Al-
Deen, a journalist with Al-Thawra 
newspaper, told the Yemen Times 
the second protest was held to ap-
ply as much pressure on the gov-
ernment as possible. 

“We want the new director and 
editor-in-chief to be selected from 
TXDOL¿HG�HPSOR\HHV�RI�WKH�QHZVSD-
per,” he said. 

On Tuesday the Yemeni Journal-
ists' Union called on government 
and the Ministry of Information to 
appoint a new director and editor-
in-chief as a matter of urgency, and 
to end Houthi interference with 
the newspaper. They also appealed 
directly to Ansar Allah to force the 
withdrawal of its popular commit-

tee members from the newspaper’s 
premises.

“The information minister should 
appoint a new editor-in-chief from 
the deputies in the newspaper in 
order to regulate the work of the 

newspaper and normalize the situ-
ation,” said Marwan Dammaj, the 
union’s general secretary. 

 On Jan. 7, the Ministry of In-
formation directed all public and 
private actors to end relations with 
Al-Thawra newspaper after its edi-
torial position was compromised 
by Houthi interference. “The in-
formation ministry asserts that 
any letter, document, or agree-
ment marked with the stamp of 
the newspaper is illegal and the 
ministry claims no responsibility 
for it,” the ministry announced on 
its website. 

Although Mukaram has not re-
turned to work since the incident, 
his name remains on print pub-
lications and on the newspaper’s 
website. 

On Dec. 17, armed Houthis 
stormed the headquarters of Al-
Thawra newspaper, located in the 
Al-Jeraf area of Sana’a’s Al-Thawra 
district, and began printing daily 
issues of the newspaper.  

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 14—Preliminary 
investigations alleged Wednesday 
morning that members of Al-Qaeda 
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 
were involved in the murder of 
local GPC leader Abdul Raqeeb 
Al-Wesabi, 34, in Maber city in 
Dhamar governorate on Tuesday. 

Al-Wesabi was killed Tuesday 
evening while standing outside a 
shop he owned in Maber city. He 
was shot and killed by two armed 
assailants riding a motorcycle. 
$4$3�KDV�QRW�ṘFLDOO\�FODLPHG�UH-
sponsibility for the attack.  

Dhamar governorate’s Deputy 

Security Chief Abdullah Al-Saidi 
stated that forensic evidence found 
at the scene implicated men known 
to have links to AQAP. “We’re cur-
rently pursuing the perpetrators 
DQG�H[SHFW�WR�¿QG�WKHP�VRRQ�´

According to Ahmad Al-Harura, 
director of the Dhuran Ans district, 
Al-Wesabi was a GPC representa-
tive in Dhuran Ans district’s local 
administrative council, managed 
RQH�RI�WKLUW\�HOHFWRUDO�ṘFHV�LQ�WKH�
neighboring Maber district in ad-
dition to being a wealthy business-
man who owned several shopping 
centers throughout the governor-
ate. 

“Al-Wesabi was a close friend,” 

he said. “He had three sons and a 
daughter and was well liked, he 
had no enemies. However, he was 
known to be a Houthi supporter.” 
He added that Dhuran Ans district 
was known for having a large num-
ber of Houthis and being a GPC 
stronghold. 

Houthis seized control of Dhamar 
governorate on Oct. 14, encoun-
tering very little resistance in the 
process. Following their takeover 
AQAP claimed responsibility for a 
number of assassinations and at-
tacks throughout the governorate. 

Khalid Al-Ghubari, a Houthi 
leader in Dhamar governorate, 
FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� $O�:HVDEL� KDG�

strong connections to Ansar Allah 
and was likely targeted for that rea-
son. “The situation is not entirely 
stable in Dhamar, AQAP has tar-
JHWHG� D� QXPEHU� RI� +RXWKL� ¿JXUHV�
in the area, even breaking into their 
homes,” he said. 

AQAP claimed responsibility for 
a bombing in Dhamar city at the 
governor’s residence on Jan. 4, re-
VXOWLQJ�LQ�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�¿YH�+RXWKLV�
including Al-Masira television cor-
respondent Khalid Al-Weshali, and 
the injuring of 24 others. The group 
also assassinated local Houthi lead-
er Khalid Al-Weshali, of the same 
family, and his personal escort on 
Nov. 17.       

Security sector heads visit Marib, 
meet with tribal leaders

Houthi GPC leader assassinated in Dhamar

Al-Thawra newspaper employees stage protest

Tensions have been rising in Marib governorate over the last two weeks after tribesmen seized a large 
ZHDSRQV�FDFKH�RQ�-DQ����IURP�WKH���QG�0HFKDQL]HG�%ULJDGH�

Faisal Mukaram’s resignation 
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Khalid Al-Karimi 

SANA’A, Jan. 13—Tens of thou-
sands of people took part in an or-
ganized march in Aden on Tuesday 
to mark the ninth anniversary of 
Reconciliation and Tolerance Day.

Beginning at 5 p.m., participants 
marched from Al-Arood Square 
in Aden’s Khor Maksr neighbor-
hood and headed towards Al-Muala 
neighborhood, where Aden city’s 
council headquarters are located. 

Abd Al-Raoof Al-Sakkaf, a mem-
ber of the Southern Movement’s 
Supreme Supervisory Committee, 
said the march began later to allow 
people to congregate at Al-Arood 
square. Crowds gathered through-
out the day and listened to speech-
es. A letter by the South’s former 
president, Ali Saleh Al-Beidh, was 
also read out. 

According to Khalid Bamadhf, 
a prominent Southern Movement 
leader, this year’s gathering is un-
precedented. “Tens of thousands of 
people have attended, demonstrat-
ing their desire to establish an inde-
pendent southern state,” he told the 
Yemen Times. 

Mohammed Musaed, a mem-
ber of the Aden Security Depart-
ment, said security forces had taken 
precautionary measures in case 
of  violence. “We have increased 
the  number of security personnel  
guarding vital government facili-

ties and military headquarters, and 
have prepared the riot police and 
¿UH�GHSDUWPHQW�´�KH�VDLG��

“Today we gather for the ninth 
anniversary of Reconciliation and 
Tolerance Day, which was estab-
lished in 2006 by the Radfan So-
ciety in Aden,” read a statement 
released by the committee on Tues-
day. “We are asserting that we will 
continue our peaceful revolution to 
build the new federal Arab southern 
state with full sovereignty on all of 
southern land.”

Reconciliation and Tolerance Day 
was launched in 2006 to encourage 
southerners to overcome internal 
divisions and unite in pursuit of 
their common interests. However, 
with the emergence of the Southern 
Movement in 2007, the event has 
taken on stronger secessionist un-
dertones. 

Southern Movement announc-
es public holidays
Southern Movement members  re-
leased a statement on Monday af-
ternoon, which was circulated by 
local media outlets, declaring Jan. 
13 a holiday. However, according to 
local sources, it was not taken into 
accout by many students and em-
ployees. 

Anis Hajar, manager of the edu-
FDWLRQ� ṘFH� LQ� $GHQ¶V� $O�7DZDKL�
district, told the Yemen Times that 
schools in the district were operati 

normally as of Tuesday. “The stu-
dents are taking their exams, they 
came to school and did so without 
interruption,” he said, adding that 
all employees at the Ministry of Ed-
XFDWLRQ¶V�ṘFH�LQ�$GHQ�VKRZHG�XS�
to work as usual. 

Taher Naji, head of the trade and 
LQGXVWU\� ṘFH� LQ� $GHQ¶V� $O�0XDOD�
neighborhood, also reported that 
employees showed up to work. “I 
attended on Tuesday like every-
day, and employees showed up as 
usual.” 

Aden’s governor, Abduaziz Bin 
Habtour, sent out a memo on Mon-
GD\�WR�WKH�FLYLO�VHUYLFH�ṘFH�LQ�$GHQ�
requesting them to monitor at-
tendance of state employees in the 
governorate. The memo was later 
published by the Aden Al-Ghad 
newspaper. 

“Lately, absenteeism has grown 
in government facilities under the 
pretext of ‘protest.’ Considering that 
the employees work for the state, 
not any other political or partisan 
group, and receive their salary from 
the state, regular daily attendance is 
important and all employees should 
commit to it,” read the memo.

As part of a series of steps taken 
by the Southern Movement since 
Oct. 14, repeated calls have been 
made for protest marches, sit-ins, 
and strikes. On Nov. 26 the South-
ern Movement called for a partial 
two-hour strike, which a number of 

employees at state-run institutions, 
including the Gulf of Aden Ports 
Corporation, participated in. Later, 
on Dec. 15, a number of southern-
ers followed the movement’s call for 
workers in all government facilities 
to take part in an eight-hour strike.

Khalid Bamadhaf, a representa-
tive for the Southern Movement, 
said his group is not forcing south-

erners to go on strike or take part in 
the celebrations for Tuesday’s tol-
erance day. “The southern people 
are willing to participate in this cel-
ebration given that it’s an occasion 
for all southern political and civil 
factions,” he said.

The Socialist Party’s Al-Sakkaf 
agrees, saying southerners and 
Southern Movement supporters 

have the right to declare Jan. 13 a 
holiday. It should also be encour-
aged by the state, he said, as a 
means of helping southerners over-
come the negative memory of what 
happened that day. “Promoting tol-
erance and reconciliation amongst 
the peoples of the south will help 
promote reconciliation amongst the 
Yemeni people as a whole.”

Tens of thousands join celebrations in Aden

Tens of thousands of demonstrators took part in celebrations commemorating Tolerance and Reconciliation 
Day in Aden ctiy on Jan. 13. 

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 14—The state-run “Ed-
ucational Satellite Channel” remains 
R̆�DLU�IRU�WKH�WKLUG�FRQVHFXWLYH�GD\�DIWHU�
LWV�ṘFHV� LQ�6DQD¶D�ZHUH� WDNHQ�RYHU�E\�
Houthis on Monday morning.

Houthis, also known as Ansar Allah, 
claimed the station, which broadcasts 
educational programming for elemen-
tary, middle and high school students, 
was involved in corruption. 

A source within the station who asked 
to remain anonymous told the Yemen 
Times on Wednesday that the channel 
was still closed. “Meetings were held 
between Houthis, the minister of edu-
cation, and the channel’s manager, but 
these haven’t produced any results,” he 
said. “Try and watch the station your-
self, you’ll see, it’s not operating.” 

According to Abd Al-Rahman Al-
Namr, the station’s general director, 
Houthi popular committee members 
HQWHUHG� WKH� ṘFHV� RI� WKH� FKDQQHO� LQ�
Sana’a’s Al-Jiraf area on Monday morn-
ing unannounced, on the pretext that 
its management was involved in cor-
ruption. “They demanded to see the 
employee sign-in sheet, which we gave 
them,” Al-Namr said. “They noticed that 
of the 60 employees whose names were 
present on the sheet, only a few had 
signed in, which they said was evidence 
of corruption.” 

Al-Namr added that he attended a 
meeting later that night along with 
Houthi popular committee members 
and the minister of education, in which 
all parties agreed that the station would 
be re-opened the next day. He denied 
any allegations of corruption. “We ex-
plained to them that station employees 
ZRUN�GL̆HUHQW�VKLIWV��DQG�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�
worked the afternoon and night shifts 
had not yet arrived at the station.” At 
the time, the Houthis seemed to under-
stand, Al-Namr said. “We’re an impar-
tial station that plays educational broad-
casting for students to help with their 
exams, we have no political orientation.”  

Minister of Education Abdul Latif Al-
+DNLPL�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�KH�DWWHQGHG�WKH�
meeting on Monday and that all parties 
involved agreed to re-open the station. 
He denied the Houthis were involved 
in any wrongdoing. “Those armed men 
who entered were acting alone and not 
under any orders from Ansar Allah,” he 
said. Al-Hakimi would not comment 
further on the situation, saying only that 

the ministry did not want to cause any 
problems with Ansar Allah.  

During a follow-up meeting on Tues-
day, Al-Namr said, “[the Houthis] told 
me they still needed to monitor the sta-
WLRQ� DQG� UHYLHZ� LWV� ¿QDQFHV� DQG�PDQ-
agement before they could re-open it, 
promising that they would eventually do 
VR�´�+RXWKLV� GLG� QRW� SURYLGH� D� VSHFL¿F�
date for when the station would re-open, 
according to Al-Namr.

Abu Ali, a popular committee leader 
in Sana’a’s Al-Jeraf area who took part 
in the raid, claimed that popular com-
mittee members had received informa-
tion from station employees claiming 
that the channel’s management was in-
volved in corruption. “Many employees 
who receive salaries don’t actually go 
to work, they’re phantom workers,” he 
said.

‘Phantom workers’ is a term used in 
Yemen to describe the practice of paying 
out salaries to individuals who are not of-
¿FLDOO\�HPSOR\HG�DQG�GRQ¶W�SHUIRUP�DQ\�
job functions. It is considered a common 
vehicle for corruption in Yemen. Ali 
added that, “We’re implementing orders 
from our superiors in Ansar Allah. In 
the event that the station is re-opened, 
it’ll be monitored by the popular com-
mittee members.”

The station was launched by the Min-
istry of Education on May 23, 2013, 

and is the only channel in Yemen dedi-
cated to broadcasting educational pro-
grammes. Its programming is aimed at 
VWXGHQWV�IURP�WKH�¿UVW�WR�WZHOIWK�JUDGH��
and corresponds with the national cur-
riculum set in public schools. 

Adel Al-Banna, principal of the Jil 
Al-Methaq middle school in the Qa Al-
Qaidhi area of Sana’a governorate’s 
Sanhan district, claimed the channel 
was an important tool used by teachers. 
“During exam weeks, the channel would 
broadcast segments aimed at 9th and 
11th graders that would help them by re-
viewing subjects that would be covered 
on tests,” he said. 

Ali Mujahid Al-Mawri, a teacher of 
Islamic culture at the Ibn Al-Haitham 
high school in Dhamar city, described 
the move as a power play by the Houthis 
and an attempt to change the national 
curriculum and indoctrinate the youth. 
“The station will open again before 
ORQJ�� EXW� WKH\¶OO� EH� VKRZLQJ� GL̆HUHQW�
programming,” he said. “It’ll all be pro-
Houthi, pro-Ansar Allah.”

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a member 
RI�WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�LQ�6DQD¶D��
denied claims that Ansar Allah was at-
tempting to change Yemen’s national 
curriculum. “The station was involved 
in corruption. Popular committees are 
monitoring it as they do other govern-
ment institutions,” he said. 

Educational channel 
remains closed down 

Ali Aboluhom

SANA'A, Jan. 14—The Social 
Welfare Fund (SWF) released 
a statement at the end of its 
annual meeting on Tuesday, 
announcing that 250,000 new 
ZHOIDUH� EHQH¿FLDULHV� ZLOO� EH�
added the fund’s list. 

Mansour Al-Fayadhi, the 
SWF’s general manager, told 
the Yemen Times on Wednes-
day that the decision followed 
announcements made by Pres-
ident Abdu Rabu Mansour 
Hadi on July 31 last year.

President Hadi’s decision to 
extend welfare to an additional 
250,000 individuals came af-
ter fuel subsidies were cut on 
July 30, and was seen as an 
H̆RUW� WR� HDVH� WKH� EXUGHQ� RQ�
economically disadvantaged 
citizens. 

The Social Welfare Fund 
is a government institution 
chaired by Sameera Obaid, 
WKH� PLQLVWHU� RI� VRFLDO� D̆DLUV�
and labor. The fund was es-
tablished in 1996 to distribute 
¿QDQFLDO� DQG� RWKHU� IRUPV� RI�
assistance to disadvantaged 
families and individuals.

According to Al-Fayadhi, the 

QXPEHU� RI� EHQH¿FLDULHV� ZLOO�
increase from 1,500,000 to ap-
proximately 1,750,000 by the 
end of January.

Obaid and Al-Fayadhi said 
a survey will be conducted in 
January to determine which 
individuals and families will 
be among the 250,000 new 
welfare recipients. Teams will 
be sent to Yemen’s governor-
ates to meet with local council 
members and draw up lists of 
those eligible for assistance. 

World Bank grant increas-
es welfare payments
On Dec 19, 2014, the World 
Bank provided the Yemeni 
government with a grant of 
$90 million to be distributed 
through the SWF to help alle-
viate poverty in the country.

Obaid told the Yemen Times 
that the SWF had consequent-
O\�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�DVVLV-
tance given to individuals and 
families by $50.

Al-Fayadhi said the SWF 
had already received and dis-
tributed 40 percent of World 
Bank grant by the end of 2014. 
“We expect to receive the rest 
RI�WKH�JUDQW�E\�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�

of 2015,” he added.
Since Oct. 2014, Al-Fayadhi 

VDLG� WKDW� LQGLYLGXDO� EHQH¿FLD-
ries received YR9,000 ($40) 
every three months, while 
families receive YR18,000 
($80). 

The increase was welcomed 
by those depending on welfare 
to survive, but the amounts 
received remain inadequate 
by most standards. Ali Saleh 
Abdullah, 30, who lives in Al-
Makhader district of Ibb, said 
his family has been registered 
with SWF since 1996. 

Abdullah’s family used to 
receive handouts of YR9,000 
($40) every three months. 
However, since Oct 2014 the 
sum has increased to YR18,000 
($80). “Even after last year’s 
increase the sum seems trivial, 
but it's better than nothing,” 
said Abdullah. “We buy two 
sacks of wheat and two 10-kilo 
sacks of sugar, but we are an 
extended family consuming 
fourfold the amount of these 
commodities in a three month 
period. If we depended entire-
ly on handouts we would die 
of hunger. I sell Qat to provide 
for my family.”

New social welfare 
approved by SWF

The state-run Educational Satellite Channel remains off-air for the third 
consecutive day following a takeover by Houthis. 

Yemen’s Social Welfare Fund (SWF) is poised to add an additional 250,000 individuals as 
ZHOIDUH�EHQH¿FLDULHV�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�-DQXDU\��
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Jeremy Hodge 

S
ince the country’s upris-
ing in 2011, Yemen has 
been embroiled in con-
stant political turmoil 
that has bred intense 

economic unrest. Increasing bra-
zenness seen in attacks launched by 
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP), and armed tribesmen on 
oil pipelines and fragile state infra-
structure, in addition to the recent 
takeover of Sana’a and a number 
of other Yemeni governorates by 
the Houthis, also known as Ansar 
Allah, have all served to derail the 
transition and lead to an increased 
squeeze on the country’s resources 
and economy.

These factors have led to decreas-
es in oil production, forcing Ye-
men, which has been an oil export-
ing country since 1986, and whose 
crude exports previously constitut-
ed upwards of 70% of its operating 
budget, to begin importing fuel in 
order to meet its domestic needs. 
Such factors have put a strain on the 
country’s foreign currency reserves, 
a fact which experts say could lead 
to increased pressure on the Cen-
tral Bank of Yemen (CBY), and an 
eventual collapse of the country’s 
currency, the Yemeni Rial (YR), in 
comparison to the dollar.

Foreign currency
Mustafa Nasr is the chairman of 
the Studies and Economic Media 
&HQWHU� �6(0&��� D� QRQ�SUR¿W�1*2�
that works with government and 
the private sector to monitor and 
study economic developments in 
Yemen. Despite the challenges fac-
ing Yemen, he remains optimistic 
regarding the future of the coun-
try’s currency. “Yemen spent $1.7 
billion on oil imports in 2014, how-
ever we also exported $1.5 billion in 
FUXGH�RLO�DQG�OLTXH¿HG�QDWXUDO�JDV�´�
he claimed. “In the end, we nearly 
broke even, and lost only $200 mil-
lion in reserves. This isn’t enough 
WR� KDYH� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� H̆HFW� RQ� WKH�
SULFH�RI�RXU�FXUUHQF\�´

The total size of Yemen’s foreign 
currency reserves stood at $4.8 bil-
OLRQ� LQ� 2FWREHU�� D� ¿JXUH� WKDW�� GXH�
WR� D� ODFN� RI� HFRQRPLF� GLYHUVL¿FD-
WLRQ�� LV� ODUJHO\� VXEMHFW� WR� ÀXFWXD-
tions in international oil prices. Ye-
men’s production peaked in 2001 
at 440,000bpd (barrels per day) 
before declining due to maturing 
RLO� ¿HOGV�� 'XULQJ� WKH� ¿UVW� TXDUWHU�
of 2009, Yemen experienced a cri-

sis in its oil sector when revenue 
from oil sales decreased 75% on 
the previous year as international 
prices dropped as a result of world 
economic crisis that struck in 2008, 
and investment to pay for expan-
sion in the sector dried up. Despite 
WKH� DSSDUHQW� ÀDZ� WKLV� H[SRVHG� LQ�
the country’s economy, no major 
reforms were taken to expand the 
government’s sources of revenue. 

Things took a turn for the worse 
in 2011, when repeated attacks 
launched on pipelines and oil in-
frastructure forced Yemen to begin 
spending from its reserves to import 
oil in order to meet domestic de-
mand. The government was aided 
at the time by generous donations 
from Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) in June and 
July of 2011, totaling 6 million bar-
rels. However according to Nasr, 
the long term damage this could 
have wrecked on Yemen’s economy 
has been mitigated by recent drops 
in international oil prices, which, by 
the beginning of July 2014 hovered 
at just over $105 per barrel, before 
steadily beginning to drop. By Dec. 
8, 2014, prices reached record lows, 
at $63.50 a barrel according to Ny-
mex January West Texas Interme-
diate, a US benchmark. Currently, 
oil trades for $46.07 a barrel on the 
West Texas Intermediate. 

“Luckily for us, our spending on 
imports began to overtake export 
earnings at around the same time 
that prices began to drop interna-
WLRQDOO\��FUHDWLQJ�D�EX\HUV�PDUNHW�´�
Nasr said. “This has allowed our 
foreign reserves to remain stable; 
as long as this remains the case 
the CBY will be able to pre-
serve the current exchange 
UDWH�� DQG� VWDYH�R̆�D� FUL-
VLV�´�

However, according 
to some, recent devel-
opments and indicators 
show that this near bal-
ance of payments is unsus-
tainable. In the event of any 
further disruptions to the current 
status quo, the gap between Ye-
men’s fuel bill and oil export earn-
ings could widen, causing a further 
strain on reserves and possibly a 
currency crisis.

Abdu Seif, head of the United Na-
tions Development Programme’s 
�81'3�� $GYLVRU\� DQG� 2YHUVLJKW�
team in Yemen, says it’s “just a mat-
WHU�RI�WLPH�EHIRUH�WKH�ULDO�FROODSVHV�´�
The successful near balance of pay-
ments achieved in 2014 was only 
possible due to a $950 million pur-
chase of fuel products made by Sau-
di Arabia on behalf of the Yemeni 
government last summer. Yemen’s 
already strained budget would not 
be able to absorb this amount on its 
own if Saudi Arabia decided to not 
PDNH� D� VLPLODU� R̆HU� WKLV� \HDU�� DF-
cording to Seif. Yemen’s budget def-
LFLW� IRU� WKH������¿VFDO�\HDU� WRWDOHG�
YR679 billion ($3.153 billion), and 
is expected to increase in 2015 if 
fuel subsidies are kept in place and 
oil revenue declines.  

However, the drying up of Saudi 
aid seems to be what is likely to 
occur in the near future. With the 
exception of $54 million in food 
aid provided in December, Saudi 
Arabia has been wary of provid-
ing money to Yemen when the 
Houthis—who are viewed with 
skepticism by Riyadh for their per-
ceived close ties to regional rival 
Iran—hold sway in the capital and 
elsewhere.  

Rumors circulating that Saudi 
Arabia may ask Yemen to repay a $1 
billion loan provided to the CBY in 
2012, if proved true, could further 
chip away at the country’s reserves 
and starve Yemen of even more of 
its desperately needed foreign cur-
rency. 
2ULJLQDOO\�VODWHG�WR�EH�SDLG�EDFN�

over 12 years with a four-year grace 
SHULRG�� WKH� ORDQ� ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW� GLV-
persal of a $3.25 billion pledge 
made by Saudi Arabia as part of an 
initiative launched by the Friends 
RI� <HPHQ� �)2<��� )2<� LV� DQ� LQWHU-
national consortium made up of 
39 governments and eight multi-
lateral institutions chaired by the 
governments of Saudi Arabia and 
the United Kingdom. It was created 
in 2010 to help stabilize the country 
and combat the threat of rising mil-
itancy and radicalism, particularly 
from groups such as AQAP. 
&%<� *RYHUQRU� 0RKDPPHG� %LQ�

Humam told Reuters in December 
that the rumors were false, how-
ever, doubts prevail as to whether 
or not the Saudi government or 
WKH� )2<� ZLOO� IROORZ� WKURXJK� DQG�
disperse money that they had been 
previously pledged to Yemen. The 
$3.25 billion promised by Saudi 
Arabia were part of a broader $7.9 
billion total pledge package made 
WR� <HPHQ� E\� DOO� )2<� GRQRU� FRXQ-
tries and institutions in Sept. 2012. 
Since then, reports have claimed 
that Yemen has only received about 
only about one third of the money. 
³'LVDJUHHPHQWV´� EHWZHHQ� WKH� <H-
meni government and donors over 
ZKLFK� VSHFL¿F� SURMHFWV� WKH� PRQH\�
would be used for are often widely 
cited as reason for delays in the 
transfer.

Tribal war
Yemen’s oil crisis risks being fur-
ther exacerbated by renewed ten-
sions in Marib governorate, where 

a majority of Yemen’s oil produc-
tion occurs. Attempts by Houthis 
WR� SHQHWUDWH� 0DULE� ¿UVW� RFFXUUHG�
on Nov. 9, 2014, when the group 
took over the Al-Mas military base 
in the governorate’s Jedaan area. 
The move provoked local tribes-
men, who opposed the spread of 
the Houthis for fear that they might 
seek to take over Marib as they had 
other governorates, such as Amran, 
Ibb, and Al-Baida. 

At the time, tribesmen were able 
to deter the Houthis by threatening 
to attack government infrastructure 
and oil pipelines. Two weeks later, 
on Nov. 25, the two sides signed a 
peace agreement containing 13 ar-
ticles. In the agreement, Houthis 
agreed not to expand further into 
Marib if tribesmen could success-
fully protect government facilities, 
prevent attacks on oil pipelines and 
electricity networks, and prevent 
the spread of AQAP throughout 
the governorate. For just over one 
month, the peace was held. 

However on Jan. 2, the Yemen 
Times reported that tribesmen in 
Marib had forcibly seized a large 
stockpile of weapons from the 62nd 
Mechanized Brigade that had been 
passing through the area, allegedly 
to arm themselves against a possi-
EOH�UHQHZHG�R̆HQVLYH�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�
launched by the Houthis. Just over 
a week later, on Jan. 10, the Yemen 
Times reported that thousands of 
armed tribesmen had begun pour-
ing into Marib from Al-Jawf, Al-
Baida and Sa’ada governorates, to 
help prevent the Houthi’s expan-
sion in the region.

It is unclear exactly when the 
latest round of tensions between 
Houthis and Marib’s tribesmen re-
newed or for what purpose; howev-
er what has followed since has been 
an escalation and exchange of ac-
cusations by both sides, both publi-
cally and in private, with each side 
accusing the other of attempting to 
sabotage Marib’s fragile peace. 

Members of the Houthi Politi-
FDO� 2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D� KDYH� WROG� WKH�
Yemen Times that Marib’s tribes-
men have failed to uphold their 
end of the bargain, and have coop-
erated with and failed to prevent 
AQAP cells from operating in the 
area. Tribesmen have accused the 
Houthis of eyeing Marib’s oil re-
serves and planning a takeover of 
the governorate.

Regardless of the truth behind 
these claims, the reality is that a 
Houthi invasion of the governorate 
could serve as the tipping point that 
XSVHWV�WKH�IUDJLOH�¿QDQFLDO�EDODQFH�
that Yemen’s government has been 
able to manage until now, causing 
the state to witness further drops in 
oil revenues, which are already at 
record lows. 

Mohammad Bohaibah, a leader 
in the Marib’s Murad tribe, the 
governorate’s largest, told the Ye-
men Times that tribesmen would 
“devastate the governorate’s elec-
WULFLW\�JULG�DQG�RLO�SLSHOLQHV�´�LI�WKH�
Houthis attempted to expand in 
Marib. 

Implications
According to a report released by 
the CBY on Jan. 10, the Yemeni 

government’s earnings from oil 
sales are already at their lowest 
¿JXUHV� HYHU�� <HPHQ¶V� JRYHUQPHQW�
raked in $1.58 billion through oil 
sales between January and Novem-
ber 2014, a $892 million decrease 
compared to the same period dur-
ing the previous year, according to 
the CBY report.
7KLV� ¿JXUH� LV� MXVW� ���PLOOLRQ�

less than Saudi Arabia’s $950 mil-
lion dollar purchase of oil products 
made last summer that was slated 
to help Yemen meet its domestic 
fuel needs. In 2015, with Saudi Ara-
bia less likely to provide assistance, 
and expected decreases in revenue 
from oil sales possible, it is unclear 
how Yemen’s government could ex-
pect to be able to plug any further 
¿QDQFLDO�JDSV�

Furthermore, according to Seif, 
Yemen’s current foreign currency 
reserves are only enough to pay 
IRU� IRXU� WR� ¿YH� PRQWKV� ZRUWK� RI�
imports. “These [the country’s re-
serves] are not amounts that the 
Yemeni government can expect 
Saudi Arabia to prop up any time 
VRRQ�´� KH� VDLG�� ³0DULE¶V� IDFLOLWLHV�
are worth billions of dollars. If the 
Houthis enter the governorate, and 
vital facilities such as oil pipelines 
are attacked and destroyed, either 
by Houthis or tribesmen, there 
won’t be any money available to 
repair them. We could witness Ye-
men’s currency dropping to any-
where between YR400 and YR500 
WR�WKH�GROODU�´�

Additional reporting by Ali Abulo-
houm
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“Mohammad 
Bohaibah, a 
leader in the 
Marib’s Murad 
tribe, the 
governorate’s 
largest, told the 
Yemen Times that 
tribesmen would 
“devastate the 
governorate’s 
electricity grid 
and oil pipelines,” 
if the Houthis 
attempted to 
expand in Marib.” 

Yemen’s exchange rate is closely tied to oil exports and foreign development assistance, both of which 
are threatened and could result in a steep rise on the current rate of YR215 to the dollar. 

The future of Yemeni Rial
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Close 
Guantanamo, 

free Emad 
and others

E mad Hassan was cleared 
for release from Guan-
tanamo Bay in 2009 by 
QR� OHVV� WKDQ�VL[�GL̆HUHQW�
within the American gov-

ernment—including the CIA and FBI. 
Yet, he remains in prison, where he has 
tragically spent a third of his life.  

Emad is a Yemeni citizen who was 
abducted while studying in Pakistan 
and sold by bounty hunters for $5000. 
What “sealed his fate,” according to his 
attorneys, would be laughable—if not 
so tragic. When Emad was questioned 
about Al-Qaeda, he told his interroga-
tors that yes—he knew about it. Emad 
was referring to a small village in Ye-
men by the same name, according to 
Reprieve, the UK-based charity and 
rights group. 

He has barely eaten in the last seven 
years as he has been on hunger strike 
since 2007, longer than any other de-
tainee at Guantanamo. Reprieve has 
detailed the brutal way he is force-fed 
twice a day. 

Reprieve said the guards met out 
brutal treatment as punishment for the 
hunger strike detainees have gone on 
to protest their continued detainment. 

“The Guantánamo authorities view 
the hunger strike as dangerous dis-
obedience and they punish anyone 
who takes part. The guards beat them, 
violently drag the men from their cells, 
strap them to a chair and shove tubes 
up their noses, through which a nutri-
tional supplement is pumped at high 
speed.”

President Obama promised to shut 
Guantanamo down within a year of be-
ing elected. That was six years ago.

One hundred and twenty-seven men 
remain at Guantanamo Bay’s US de-
tention camp, which was opened on 
Jan. 11, 2002. This week marked the 13 
anniversary of its opening. Fifty-nine 
of the 127 men remaining in Guanta-
namo have been cleared for release. 

We can’t give Emad back the years 
he lost away from his family, his home-
land and his life, but we can demand 
that Emad and others are released so 
that they can move on with their lives.

“All I ask is to be given my rights — 
the rights that are guaranteed by con-
stitutions in all civilized nations. All I 
ask is to live free,” Emad said. What is 
more reasonable than that? 
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After weeks of waiting and under 
intense pressure from parlia-
ment, the national unity gov-
ernment of Afghanistan led by 
President Ashraf Ghani and 

Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah has an-
nounced the list of its nominations for the 
cabinet. The president has asked all acting 
ministers to remain in their posts until the 
parliament approves the new nominations.
$W�¿UVW�JODQFH��WKH�FDELQHW�ORRNV�PHGLR-

cre with many unknown faces and some 
repeats of the previous Karzai cabinet. In 
comparison, it is a more representative 
cabinet evenly divided between the vari-
ous political groups that make up the unity 
government. It is, however, questionable 
whether it can deliver the ambitious plans 
set by the president.

The cabinet list tallies with the two lists 
that were leaked by Shamshad TV and Ar-
man Melli newspaper. They had correctly 
named Sher Mohammad Karimi as the 
nominee for defense minister, and Sala-
huddin Rabbani as foreign minister. 

General Karimi, the current Chief of 
$UP\� 6WD̆�� LV� ��� DQG� DQ� HWKQLF� 3DVKWXQ�
from Khost province. Rabbani, 44 and 
an ethnic Tajik, is the current chairman 
of the High Peace Council and the eldest 
son of former President Burhanudin Rab-
bani who was killed by a suicide bomber in 
2011. The current Head of Nation Security 
Directorate (NDS), Rahmatullah Nabil, re-
mains in his position. He returned to the 
post when the former head of NDS, Asa-
dullah Khalid, was badly injured in a Tali-

ban attack in December 2012.

point of contention
The key post of interior minister, the main 
point of contention between the president 
DQG� WKH� FKLHI� H[HFXWLYH�� DSSHDUHG� GL̆HU-
ently in the two leaked lists. While Arman 
Melli had named Fazl Ahmad Manavi, 
Shamshad TV's list did not include any 
names for that position.

Manavi, who was the head of the Inde-
SHQGHQW�(OHFWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��ZDV�D�¿HUFH�
critique of Ghani's camp during the presi-
dential elections accusing it of extensive 
fraud. 

The criticism has clearly cost him dearly 
with Nur-ul-haq Ulumi, who is a former 
communist party member and a former 
general of Afghanistan's army during the 
Soviet era in the 1980s, being named the 
nominee.

Among the more controversial moves 
LW�ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG�E\�D� VRXUFH� FORVH� WR� WKH�
president that he had invited two former 
Taliban members, Mullah Abdul Salam 
Zaeef and Wakil Ahmad Muttawakil, to 
join his cabinet. Although they have re-
portedly refused the posts, it is important 
WR�DVN�ZK\�WKH�SUHVLGHQW� LQYLWHG�VXFK�¿J-
ures and whether he is likely in the near 
future to call them back for governorship 
posts.

Some may argue that it is essential to 
bring Taliban members onboard to help 
the process of peace and reconciliation. 
The opposite could also be argued that in 
view of the rising threat from the Taliban 
and the recent video released showing 
Pakistani and Afghan Taliban joining forc-
es with ISIL, it may pose a serious risk to 
have Taliban in the cabinet privy to nation-

al security decisions. The video is a stark 
reminder of the years of Taliban rule when 
they joined hands with al-Qaeda, turning 
Afghanistan into a training ground which 
churned out thousands of terrorists from 
around the world.

Ghani's invitation to Taliban members 
does not make sense especially when 
considering a recent poll conducted by 
7ROR�1HZV�WR�PDUN�KLV�¿UVW�����GD\V�LQ�RI-
¿FH�ZKLFK� VKRZHG� WKDW� RQH�¿IWK� RI� WKRVH�
asked view the Taliban as "enemies of the 
state" rather than "political opposition", 
which is a title Ghani prefers.

Among other controversial names re-
portedly invited to the cabinet is Ghairat 
Baheer, a close relative of the notorious 
Hizb-e-Islami leader Gulbuddin Hekma-
tyar, with very close connections to Paki-
stan's military intelligence, ISI. 

It is believed that in the newly rekindled 
relations between Afghanistan and Paki-
stan, there is a better atmosphere of co-
operation and that the recent visit of ISI 
director general, General Rizwan Akhtar 
to Kabul on Sunday, has meant they will 
cooperate more "to check terrorism and 
extremism and restore peace in Afghani-
stan."

Strategy for radical reform
Perhaps the submission of the cabinet 
list was the easiest of Ghani's problems. 
He now faces the hurdle of parliamentary 
approval and, most importantly, the chal-
lenge of bringing a non-homogenous cabi-
net up to speed with his ambitious strategy 
for radical reform and good governance. 

Many of the ministers have been chosen 
out of quotas allocated to power brokers 
and strongmen who helped Ghani and 

Abdullah to power. They will not neces-
sarily be responsive to policy or strategy 
requirements.

Every member of the new cabinet would 
KDYH� WR� EH� WRXJK� RQ� ¿JKWLQJ� FRUUXSWLRQ�
and the three security ministries need 
strong leadership as they face the dangers 
of a robust Taliban insurgency without the 
EHQH¿W�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�EDFNLQJ���

"We cannot expect miracles," said Fa-
him Dashty, a prominent journalist in Af-
ghanistan. 

"The fact that in comparison to Karzai's 
government there are fewer ministers 
tainted with corruption and the cabinet 
appears to be more nationally representa-
WLYH� LV� VẊFLHQW� IRU� FDXWLRXV� RSWLPLVP�DW�
this stage," he said.

Endemic internal, regional and inter-
national power games have entrenched 
Afghanistan for decades and it is true we 
cannot expect miracles from a national 
unity government that carries much of that 
narrative with it.

However, the sooner the president and 
the chief executive can shift the power 
structure away from those old power net-
works, away from the culture of strongmen 
and the Taliban towards their political and 
economic reform agenda, the closer they 
would be to bringing stability to Afghani-
stan. It would take much more than the 
lifetime of one cabinet.

Massoumeh Torfeh is former director of 
strategic communication at the UN Assis-
tance Mission for Afghanistan (UNAMA) 
and is currently a research associate at 
the London School of Economics and Po-
litical Science, specialising in Iran, Af-
ghanistan and Central Asia.

IRIN
First published Jan. 13

The terrible news keeps on com-
ing from Nigeria’s embattled 
northeast. Two suspected 
child suicide bombers report-
edly blew themselves up in a 

crowded market on Sunday—the second 
such attack in two days linked to Boko 
Haram in which young girls were strapped 
with explosives. Meanwhile, the Islamic 
extremist group has maintained the mo-
mentum of its more conventional attacks, 
capturing the town of Baga last week on 
the border with Chad and deliberately 
executing civilians (earlier reports of up 
to 2,000 dead by Amnesty International 
have been disputed by the military. But 
WKH�WUXH�¿JXUH�UHPDLQV�XQNQRZQ��
,5,1� FRQVLGHUV� ¿YH� NH\� TXHVWLRQV� DV�

Nigeria embarks on an election campaign 
against the grim backdrop of continued 
violence.  

Do the latest attacks indicate a 
change in Boko Haram strategy?
No. The use of girl suicide bombers is not 
new. In December, a 13-year old wearing a 
suicide vest entered a market in the north-
ern city of Kano, but she did not detonate 
her explosives: The teenager had been or-
dered to carry the bomb by her father, a 
Boko Haram member. Two other teenage 
girls deployed by Boko Haram at the same 
time did complete their mission, killing 
four people and themselves in the blasts.

Neither is the military’s failure to hold 
territory anything new.  Boko Haram de-
clared a caliphate in captured territory in 
August last year, including 10 major towns 
in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states. In 
Borno, Boko Haram holds 13 out of 27 
Local Government Areas (LGAs), and 
two LGAs in both Adamawa and Yobe, al-
WKRXJK�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�H[WUHPHO\�ÀXLG��

The military’s response has often been 
either silence or bluster. The trending 
hashtag #JeSuisBaga was a poignant 
FRPPHQW� RQ� WKH� KLJK�SUR¿OH� UHDFWLRQ� RI�
the French government (and the world, 

including the Nigerian authorities) to the 
Charlie Hebdo killings in Paris, and the 
hush of Abuja to the tragedy in Baga. Boko 
Haram seems to have singled out the town 
for special punishment after capturing it 
RQ�-DQ�����7KDW�PD\�EH�GXH�WR�WKH�GH¿DQFH�
of the community-rooted vigilante “Civil-
ian JTF,” which reportedly had done much 
RI�WKH�KDUG�¿JKWLQJ�WR�WU\�WR�KROG�WKH�WRZQ�
after the military barracks fell on Jan. 3. 
The irony is the Nigerian military also laid 
waste to Baga, allegedly killing 183 people 
in a reprisal raid in 2013, according to 
Human Rights Watch. That was during 
an earlier phase of the war, when the gov-
ernment’s hearts-and-minds campaign 
amounted to a self-defeating, insurgency-
stoking, brutal shock-and-awe strategy 
targeting entire communities, with little 
GL̆HUHQWLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�FLYLOLDQV�DQG�FRP-
batants.

What is life like in Boko Haram ter-
ritory?
Details are sketchy. The reaction of most 
people to the arrival of Boko Haram is to 
ÀHH��DQG� WKH�6DOD¿VW�JURXS� LV�QRW�H[DFWO\�
welcoming towards journalists. The ac-
counts that do emerge suggest that, as 
promised, the militants impose a strict 
version of Sharia law, which has included 
amputations. There have also been reports 
RI�IRUFHG�PDUULDJHV�E\�%RNR�+DUDP�¿JKW-
ers. Movement is controlled with vehicles 
banned, apparently to prevent escape. The 
squeeze on local markets as a consequence 
of the closure of transport links has been 
exacerbated by a system of price con-
trols. In some cases traders have had their 
wares “liberated” and distributed. There 
are hints that Boko Haram does not have 
HQRXJK�PHQ� WR� JDUULVRQ� LWV� WRZQV� H̆HF-
tively, and occupation therefore quickly 
dwindles to a few road blocks, with no real 
attempt at an alternative administration. 
So, life continues pretty much as normal if 
you are, for example, a traditional farmer.

Why is the military’s performance 
so lamentable?
Nigeria is proof that military spending 

does not necessarily buy security. The 
2014 defense budget was $2.1 billion and 
the overall security allotment $5.8 bil-
lion—the largest slice of the government’s 
expenditure pie. And yet the regular ex-
cuse is that its soldiers are out-gunned 
by Boko Haram, despite the helicopter 
gunships, ground-attack aircraft, and sur-
YHLOODQFH�GURQHV� LQ� WKH� ṘFLDO� LQYHQWRU\��
Closer to the reality on the ground was the 
report of a recent court martial, in which 
soldiers complained they were issued with 
60 rounds of ammunition and expected to 
transport themselves to the front in a tip-
SHU� WUXFN�� 7KH\�ZHUH� RZHG� ¿YH� PRQWKV¶�
back pay.

Corruption is said to the biggest en-
emy, with money and fuel meant for the 
WURRSV�VLSKRQHG�R̆�E\�VHQLRU�ṘFHUV��7KH�
repeated failure to destroy munitions and 
equipment before positions are surren-
dered to Boko Haram is another factor, 
as is—sadly, given Nigeria’s peacekeeping 
pedigree—military incompetence. When 
the troops are well led and properly sup-
plied they win their battles. But there have 
been repeated reports of the military even 
failing to make use of reliable intelligence 
provided by its allies. And now the gov-
ernment has splurged on opaque defense 
contracts, with more helicopter gunships, 
mine-resistant armored vehicles and pos-
sibly a squadron of new, never-before 
ÀRZQ� E\� DQ\� RWKHU� DLU� IRUFH�� FRXQWHU�LQ-
surgency aircraft.

What is the humanitarian fallout?
7KH� JRYHUQPHQW� VD\V� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ� KDV�
displaced 1.5 million people within the 
country. There are questions over the 
methodology used by the National Emer-
gency Management Agency, which pro-
duced that number, but the UN uses the 
¿JXUH��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�,QWHUQDO�'LVSODFH-
ment Monitoring Centre, people typically 
ÀHH� WR� WKH� QHLJKERULQJ� VWDWHV� RI� %DXFKL��
Gombe, and Taraba, and to central Ni-
geria and the Middle Belt region. These 
DUHDV��WR�D� OHVVHU�H[WHQW��DUH�DOVR�D̆HFWHG�
by violence, “increasing competition for 
resources between IDPs [internally dis-

placed persons] and host communities in 
ÀDVKSRLQW�DUHDV�´�

Worsening food security in a region with 
already some of the worst nutrition and 
child mortality indicators in the country is 
another cause for concern. As a result of 
the disruption to local markets and the fall 
in agricultural incomes, the Famine Early 
Warning System Network has advised that 
“in the absence of well-targeted humani-
tarian assistance, as many as three million 
people will be unable to meet basic food 
needs by July 2015.”

 
What happens next?
All this will have an impact on already 
dangerously charged and highly polar-
ized elections on Feb. 14. The entourage 
around President Goodluck Jonathan, a 
southerner, has long whispered that Boko 
Haram has been a conspiracy by northern 
politicians to scupper his tenure. The pop-
ulist theory prevailing in the north, which 
will vote in huge numbers for his rival Mu-
hammadu Buhari, is that Boko Haram is 
the creation of the government to under-
mine their region.

The Independent National Electoral 
Commission claims that 80 percent of the 
people entitled to vote in the northeast 
KDYH�WKHLU�ṘFLDO�YRWLQJ�FDUGV²DQ�DOPRVW�
incredible result given the extent of inse-
curity in the region. But there is confusion 
over how the poll can be run under the 
FXUUHQW� HOHFWRUDO� ODZV� LQ� FRQÀLFW�D̆HFWHG�
areas. With the grubby history and peren-
nial violence of Nigerian elections, it is 
unlikely that the ballot will be peaceful, 
or that either side will accept defeat with 
grace and sang-froid. Regardless of who 
is deemed the winner, there may well be 
unrest and bloody protest, from which 
RQO\�%RNR�+DUDP�FDQ�SUR¿W��%XW�WKH�SRVL-
tive take is that there is a growing social 
and political consciousness demanding 
change. And if saner heads prevail, out 
of this process Nigeria’s democracy can 
HPHUJH�VWURQJHU��VWULNLQJ�D�PRUH�H̆HFWLYH�
blow against extremism.

Republished with permission from IRIN.

The new old cabinet in Afghanistan
Doing away with the old power networks would bring Afghanistan closer to stability.

Boko Haram and nigeria’s future
¿YH�NH\�TXHVWLRQV�DQVZHUHG
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Expression of Interest (EOI)  

7KH�2I¿FH�RI� WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�+LJK�&RPPLVVLRQHU� IRU�5HIXJHHV� ��
ZLWK�LWV�%UDQFK�2I¿FH�6DQD¶D��5HSXEOLF�RI�<HPHQ���KDV�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
PDQGDWH� WR�SURYLGH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�WR�VHHN�VROXWLRQV�IRU�
WKH�SUREOHP�RI�UHIXJHHV�LQ�<HPHQ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��7KH�2I¿FH�DVVXPHV�WKH�
OHDG� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU�SURWHFWLRQ��HPHUJHQF\�VKHOWHU�DQG�FDPS�PDQ�
DJHPHQW� IRU� LQWHUQDOO\�GLVSODFHG�SHUVRQV� LQ�<HPHQ��7KH�ZRUN�RI� WKH�
2I¿FH�LV�RI�DQ�HQWLUHO\�QRQ�SROLWLFDO�FKDUDFWHU�

7KH�2I¿FH�LQ�6DQD¶D�H[SUHVVHV�LWV�LQWHUHVW�WR�FRQWUDFW�D�TXDOL¿HG�DXF�
WLRQHHU� WR�FDUU\�RXW� WKH�VDOH�RI�DOO�REVROHWH� LWHPV� LQFOXGLQJ�YHKLFOHV��
JHQHUDWRUV��RI¿FH�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�RWKHU�HTXLSPHQW�	�WRROV�DV�LW�LV�ZKHUH�
LW�LV�

CLOSING DATE AND TIME: Wednesday 28th January 2015 – 04:00 PM

)RU� DQ\�PRUH� LQTXLULHV� RU� LQIRUPDWLRQ� SOHDVH� FRQWDFW� XV� RQ� WKH� EH�
ORZ�QXPEHU�DW�81+&5�RI¿FH�DW�WKH�DGGUHVV�LQGLFDWHG�EHORZ�EHWZHHQ�
������DP�WR�������SP��

Algeria Street 38, Building No. 2,

P.O. Box 12093 Sana’a

Tel: 01469771 or 01469772.

Fax: 01469770

Republic of Yemen

3OHDVH�VXEPLW�\RXU�FRPSDQ\�SUR¿OH��LQFOXGLQJ�&�9��DQG�\RXU�OHWWHU�RI�
LQWHUHVW� LQ�VHDOHG�HQYHORSH� WR�81+&5�%UDQFK�2I¿FH�UHFHSWLRQ�GHVN�
DW� WKH�DERYH�PHQWLRQHG�DGGUHVV� ODWHVW�E\�:HGQHVGD\���WK�-DQXDU\�
�����±�������30

EOI’s documents are available at�81+&5�2I¿FH�UHFHSWLRQ�GHVN��$O�
JHULD�6WUHHW�����%XLOGLQJ�1R�����6DQD¶D�7LPH�������DP�±������SP
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Khalid Al-Karimi

A dnan Al-Madani was 
on his way to work 
on the morning of 
Sept. 7 when he was 
approached by two 

men riding a motorcycle. The men 
were there to kill him, although Al-
Madani was not the likely target for 
D�KLW��)RU�IHDU�WKDW�WKH�VRXQG�RI�¿UH-
arms may alert security forces in the 
area, one of the men instead hoisted 
up a vat of acid, which he threw and 
poured over Al-Madani’s body. 

Immediately after the attack, 
Al-Madani received treatment at 
a number of Yemeni hospitals, al-
though none could undo his per-
PDQHQW�GLV¿JXUHPHQW��+H�VX̆HUHG�
from third degree burns, perma-
nent facial distortion, and was at 
risk of going blind in both eyes. A 
ZHHN�ODWHU��KH�ZDV�ÀRZQ�WR�-RUGDQ�
to receive reconstructive surgery, 
where doctors were able to save his 
right eye, and use skin from his leg 
to patch up that which was lost on 
KLV�QHFN��+RZHYHU��DIWHU�PRUH�WKDQ�
a month of treatment, doctors were 
unable to repair his left eye, and on 
1RY������KH�ZDV�ÀRZQ�WR�*HUPDQ\�WR�
receive specialized treatment. 

Al-Madani works as a mid-level 
manager in the Monitoring De-
partment at the electricity genera-
tor sector of the state-run Public 
Electricity Corporation (PEC) in 
6DQD¶D� FLW\�� +LV� KRVSLWDO� H[SHQVHV�
were paid for by the PEC, perhaps 
as a means of distancing them-
selves from controversy following 
the uproar that was sparked over 
Al-Madani’s case. 

In addition to his position within 

the PEC and its worker’s union, Al-
Madani was also one of the found-
ers of a national activist campaign 
known as, “#the people live in 
darkness, #government remains 
OLW�´� (VWDEOLVKHG� LQ� -XQH� ������ WKH�
initiative is dedicated to spreading 
awareness of government corrup-
tion and complicity in power out-
ages throughout Yemen. According 
to the campaign’s own estimates, 
LW�FROOHFWHG�D�WRWDO�RI��������VLJQD-
tures protesting government cor-
ruption, waste, and squander. 

More than just a campaigner, Al-
Madani claims he had uncovered 
corruption within the PEC. “The 
brazenness of the crime speaks to 
the scope of the issues he was trying 
to address,” says Fuad Al-Khazan, 
Al-Madani’s lawyer.

The Yemen Times contacted 
+DULWK� $O�$PUL�� WKH� 3(&¶V� GHSXW\�
general manager regarding the ve-
racity of claims made by Al-Madani 
and his lawyer. “The PEC is riddled 
with corruption, it’s true,” he said. 
“Al-Madani was standing up for 
what is right and he should not have 
been attacked. What happened was 
a heinous crime, its perpetrators 
should be punished.” 

On Dec. 7, state-run Saba News 
Agency reported that Sana’a’s po-
lice arrested the main suspects re-
sponsible for orchestrating the at-
tack on Al-Madani. Two weeks later 
RQ�'HF������WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�,QWHULRU�
released details regarding the iden-
WLW\� RI� WKH� DWWDFNHUV� RQ� LWV� ṘFLDO�
ZHEVLWH��$O�+DULV��

Those named in the case include 
Rashid Al-Nimr, deputy direc-
tor of the PEC branch in Sana’a, 
and his brother, Ahmad Al-Nimr, 

who serves as the 
branch’s deputy 
general director of 
administrative and 
¿QDQFLDO�D̆DLUV��$F-
cording to reports 
from the Ministry of 
Interior, both were 
responsible for pay-
ing money to those 
who carried out the 
attack. 

Police reports re-
viewed by the Ye-
men Times impli-
cate three other men 
as being directly re-
sponsible for track-
ing down Al-Madani 
and dousing him 
with acid. In police 
interrogation records, one of the 
men claimed he was responsible for 
following and tracking Al-Madani 
and coordinating with the other 
two men, who were both riding the 
motorcycle from which the acid was 
thrown. One of the other two men, 
who admitted to being responsible 
for carrying the vat of acid and 
dousing it onto Al-Madani, claims 
KH�GLG�WKLV�LQ�H[FKDQJH�IRU�<5������
���������ZKLFK�ZDV�SDLG�RXW�WR�KLP�
directly by Rashid Al-Nimr. 
2Q�'HF������������WKH�1RUWK�&DSL-

tal Secretariat Court in Sana’a is-
sued a warrant addressed to the 
*HQHUDO�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�3(&�FDOOLQJ�
for the arrests of Rashid Yahya Mo-
hammad Latf Al-Nimr and Ahmad 
Mohammad Latf Al-Nimr, in addi-
tion to two other suspects, Ahmed 
+DPRXG� 0XUVKLG� $O�1LPU� DQG�
Rashad Yahya Mohammad Latf Al-
Nimr, both employees within the 

3(&� EUDQFK� LQ�+DLPD��
:KLOH�$KPDG�+DPRXG�
works as a managing 
supervisor of the plant, 
Rashad works as the 
branch’s bill collector. 
The warrant orders 
the PEC to stop pay-
ing their salaries and 
to assist security forces 
in apprehending both 
men in the event that 
they appear in any gov-
ernment buildings. It 
is not clear how these 
latter two are involved 
in the crime. Accord-
ing to Al-Khazan, they 
were apprehended near 
the crime scene and 
are suspected of in-
volvement, however details remain 
vague. 

Since the attack, Al-Madani’s 
case has reached the national stage, 

and a number of activists, PEC em-
ployees, and sympathizers have 
held rallies and protests in support 
of Al-Madani calling for greater 

government accountability 
and the immediate arrest of 
those responsible. Through-
out November, protests took 
place under the slogan, “we’re 
all Adnan Al-Madani” in 
front of the interior minis-
try and the Cabinet building 
in Sana’a. Demonstrations 
spread to Taiz city on Dec. 
7, where protestors gathered 
in front of the governorate’s 
government compound. 

According to Mohammad 
0XVDHG�� DQ� ṘFHU� ZLWK� WKH�
Aden Security Department, 
Ahmad Mohammad Lutf Al-
Nimr was arrested at Aden 
DLUSRUW� RQ� 0RQGD\�� -DQ�� ���
According to Musaed, securi-
ty forces had placed Al-Nimr 
on a national travel ban after 
registering his name at the  
country’s airports. Upon his 
arrest, Ahmad Mohammad 
Lutf Al-Nimr was transferred 
to the Criminal Investigation 
Department in Sana’a, where 
he is currently awaiting trial.  
+RZHYHU�D�QXPEHU�RI�VHFX-

rity force sources, including 
both Funaish Al-Waeli, an in-
vestigator at Sana’a’s Crimi-
nal Investigation Department 
DQG� 0RKDPPDG� +L]DP��
deputy head of the Ministry 
of Interior’s Public Relations 
'HSDUWPHQW��FRQ¿UPHG�WR�WKH�
Yemen Times that the prima-
ry suspect, Rashid Al-Nimr, 
UHPDLQV� DW� ODUJH�� +RZHYHU��

+L]DP�UHPDLQV�FRQ¿GHQW�KH�ZRXOG�
be caught. “Those responsible for 
this crime will be all brought to jus-
tice,” he said.

Investigations into brutal acid 
attack coming to a conclusion

Adnan Al-Madani, seen before and immediately 

after the heinous acid attack that left him 

SHUPDQHQWO\�GLV¿JXUHG��
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Republic of Yemen

Social Welfare Fund (SWF)

Social Welfare Fund Institutional Support Project

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 

0RQLWRULQJ�DQG�(YDOXDWLRQ�2I¿FHU�
Proc ref: C32

The Government of Republic of Yemen has received grants from the International Development Association towards the cost of 
the Social Welfare Fund Institutional Support Project, and intends to apply part of the proceeds of these grants for the recruit-
PHQW�RI�D�0RQLWRULQJ�DQG�(YDOXDWLRQ�2I¿FHU���7KH�6RFLDO�:HOIDUH�)XQG��LPSOHPHQWLQJ�DJHQF\�IRU�WKH�SURMHFW��QRZ�LQYLWHV�TXDOL¿HG�
LQGLYLGXDO�DSSOLFDQWV�WR�DSSO\�IRU�WKLV�SRVLWLRQ��

Duties and Responsibilities 
8QGHU�WKH�JHQHUDO�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�6RFLDO�:HOIDUH�)XQGV��6:)��0DQDJLQJ�'LUHFWRU��WKH�0HQWRULQJ�DQG�(YDOXDWLRQ�2I¿FHU��0	(��
is responsible for the following tasks

1) General responsibilities 
�� 3URYLGH�RYHUDOO�PDQDJHPHQW�IRU�WKH�GHVLJQ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURMHFWV¶�0	(�V\VWHPV�
�� 6HUYH�DV�WKH�SULPDU\�SRLQW�SHUVRQ�IRU�DOO�PRQLWRULQJ�DQG�HYDOXDWLRQ�UHODWHG�ZRUN�DQG�EH�WKH�SULPDU\�0	(�UHVRXUFH�WR�WKH�
SDUWQHUV�DQG�JUDQWHHV��

2) Development of M&E Plan 
�� 6XSSRUW�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�0	(�JXLGHOLQHV�IRU�WKH�3URMHFWV�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�:RUOG�%DQN�LQ�WKH�6:)��LQFOXGLQJ�D�UHVXOWV�
IUDPHZRUN��GHWDLOHG�LQGLFDWRUV�DQG�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�DUUDQJHPHQWV��0	(�PDQDJHPHQW��0	(�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��WLPHOLQH��DQG�
EXGJHW�

�� Assist in generating indicators as needed with relevant SWF and IDA specialists and review these with the Technical 
&RRUGLQDWRU�

3) Development of M&E Instruments 
�� 'HYHORS�DQG�WHVW�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�LQVWUXPHQWV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�QHHGV�RI�WKH�0	(�3ODQ��VXFK�DV�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�IRUPV��EDVHOLQH�
VXUYH\V��IRFXV�JURXSV��FKHFNOLVWV��PRQLWRULQJ�IRUPV��HWF���

4) Regular data collection, monitoring, and reporting 
�� 6XSSRUW�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�LQVWUXPHQWV�WR�FDSWXUH�QHFHVVDU\�GDWD�RQ�EHQH¿FLDULHV��SURMHFW�DFWLYLWLHV��

and results, and ensure monitoring activities are conducted on schedule 
�� 5HJXODUO\�UHYLHZ�LQGLFDWRUV�DQG�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�SURFHVV�DQG�HQVXUH�LW�LV�IXQFWLRQLQJ�ZHOO�LQ�DOO�DFWLYLW\�ORFDWLRQV��SHUIRUP�
GDWD�TXDOLW\�DVVHVVPHQWV�DQG�PDNH�DGMXVWPHQWV�DV�QHHGHG�

�� (QVXUH�WKDW�NH\�SURMHFW�LQGLFDWRUV�DUH�FDSWXUHG�WKURXJK�WKH�6:)¶V�0DQDJHPHQW�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6\VWHP�

4XDOL¿FDWLRQV�	�([SHULHQFH�
Required:

�� $�*UDGXDWH�GHJUHH�LQ�(FRQRPLFV��6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV��(GXFDWLRQ�RU�D�FORVHO\�UHODWHG�¿HOG�
�� 0LQLPXP�RI���\HDUV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�0	(�DQG�SUHSDULQJ�SURMHFWV¶�PRQWKO\��EL�DQQXDOO\�DQG�DQQXDO�(QJOLVK�

and Arabic progress reports, with a minimum of 2 years managing monitoring and evaluation activities in a multi-stake-
KROGHU�HQYLURQPHQW��

�� Experience successfully working with public sector and/or civil society organizations in designing, managing and/or imple-
PHQWLQJ�0	(�V\VWHPV�

�� 6WURQJ�FRPSXWHU�VNLOOV��SDUWLFXODUO\�:RUG��([FHO��3RZHU3RLQW��LQWHUQHW�EURZVHUV��H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�GDWDEDVH��
GDWD�DQDO\VLV�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�VRIWZDUH�EHLQJ�DQ�DGGHG�DGYDQWDJH��H�J���6366��67$7$��

�� 6WURQJ�SUR¿FLHQF\�RI�(QJOLVK�DQG�$UDELF��ERWK�RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�
�� 6WURQJ�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�VNLOOV�DQG�SUR�DFWLYH�DSSURDFK�WR�SUREOHP�VROYLQJ�
�� $ELOLW\�WR�ZRUN�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�XQGHU�OLPLWHG�VXSHUYLVLRQ�
�� :LOOLQJQHVV�WR�DGKHUH�WR�DOO�6:)¶V�SROLFLHV�DQG�SURFHGXUHV��DQG�
�� Working effectively in a team environment

Applications in the form of detailed CV should be submitted by individual consultants to the address below, indicating that they 
DUH�TXDOL¿HG�DQG�ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�SHUIRUP�WKH�VHUYLFHV��6KRUW�OLVWHG�FDQGLGDWHV�VKDOO�EH�LQWHUYLHZHG�WR�¿QDOL]H�WKH�VHOHFWLRQ��

A consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures for selection of individual consultants as set out in the World 
%DQN¶V�*XLGHOLQHV��6HOHFWLRQ�DQG�(PSOR\PHQW�RI�&RQVXOWDQWV�E\�:RUOG�%DQN�%RUURZHUV��0D\�������UHYLVHG�2FWREHU���������
DQG�0D\���������

Applications�PXVW�EH�GHOLYHUHG�WR�WKH�DGGUHVV�EHORZ�RQ�RU�EHIRUH�)HEUXDU\�����������������30�±�<HPHQ�7LPH�

6RFLDO�:HOIDUH�)XQG��6:)�
1RTXP��%HVLGH�&RQWURO�
7HOHID[�����������������
$WWQ��0U��0RKDPPHG�)DGKOH�
(PDLO���PRKDPHGIDGKOH�#JPDLO�FRP

Ahlam Mohsen

T his is a three-part series 
about the migrants and 
refugees who come to 
Yemen. Part one, below, 
focuses on the condi-

tions in countries of origin that lead 
SHRSOH�WR�ÀHH�WKHLU�KRPHV��3DUW�WZR�
will focus on the journey migrants 
and refugees make and its risks and 
tragedies. Part three is about the ob-
stacles migrants and refugees face 
upon reaching Yemen and proposed 
long-term solutions. 

Adem* left Ethiopia for Yemen af-
ter spending two years in Goba Civil 
Prison in Addis Ababa. Adem is Oro-
mo-Ethiopian.
+H� ¿UVW� WUDYHOOHG� IURP� (WKLRSLD�

to Somalia, where he departed from 
Bassasso port and arrived in Beer 
Ali, a small area in Yemen’s Shabwa 
governorate, in 2002. 

Two hundred and forty-six people 
have died making the journey to Ye-
men by boat this year—more than 
the previous four years combined, 
according to the UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR). 

The vast majority of new arrivals 
are from Somalia and Ethiopia, said 
Nick Stanton, a public information 
ṘFHU�ZLWK�81+&5��

Amongst the 91,592 who landed 
on Yemen’s coast this year are refu-
gees, asylum seekers, and migrants. 
7KLV�¿JXUH�LV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�����¶V�EXW�
lower than 2012 and 2011, “when 
we recorded over 100,000 people in 
each of these years,” Stanton said. 

The majority of 2014’s new arriv-
als came towards the end of the year. 
Curiously, September saw the high-
est number of new arrivals since UN-
HCR began keeping records in 2002. 
UNHCR recorded 12,768 new arriv-
als during the month. It was also a 
month fraught with uncertainty. 

The Houthis, an armed Shia Zaydi 
group, took over the capital on Sept. 
21, following about a month of pro-
tests. The Houthis rode to town on 
the back of popular resentment fol-
lowing the removal of fuel subsidies 
RQ�-XO\�����DQG�VHW�XS�SURWHVW�WHQWV�
in August. 

“When people leave their home 
countries it’s not an easy choice. 
These are families, young people, old 
people, and they all have lives and 
ties to their homes,” Stanton said. 
“So we have to recognise that there 
are some strong push and pull fac-
tors on the individuals that decide 
to leave their homes, walk for many 
days, pay smugglers for a place on a 
boat, and take the risk of crossing the 

Gulf of Aden or Red Sea to come to 
Yemen.” 

 Many of the migrants who choose 
to come to Yemen are economic mi-
grants—they move in hope of secur-
ing a better future for themselves 
and their families. Yemen is widely 
viewed as a gateway to more pros-
perous countries in the Middle East.

“Yemen’s place close to the Horn 
of Africa and as a route to wealthy 
Gulf countries also contributes to 
the high numbers of new arrivals we 
UHFRUG��3HRSOH¶V�¿QDO�SUHIHUUHG�GHVWL-
nation countries in the wider Gulf re-
gion include countries which Yemen 
borders, notably Saudi Arabia. For 
PDQ\��WKHVH�*XOI�FRXQWULHV�R̆HU�WKH�
prospect of higher wages and greater 
livelihood opportunities,” Stanton 
said. 

“Refugees, on the other hand, have 
to move if they are to save their lives 
or preserve their freedom. They are 
ÀHHLQJ� ZDU�� SHUVHFXWLRQ�� LQVHFXULW\�
and are not protected in their home 
country; seeking sanctuary is a ne-
cessity for them.” 
:KHWKHU�ÀHHLQJ�SHUVHFXWLRQ��FRQ-

ÀLFW�� RU� VLPSO\� VHHNLQJ� D� EHWWHU� IX-
ture for themselves and their fami-
lies, migrants and refugees travel the 
same routes and face the same dan-
gerous journeys. 

Somalia
According to UNHCR—with 1.1 mil-
lion refugees around the world—So-
malia has the third largest global 
population after Syria and Afghani-
stan.

Out of more than 91,500 migrants 
who landed at Yemen’s coast last 
year, 19,640 were Somali. Accord-
ing to UNHCR, there are several fac-
tors behind the surge of arrivals this 
year, including an ongoing drought, 
³DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH� FRPELQHG� H̆HFWV� RI�
FRQÀLFW�� LQVHFXULW\��DQG� ODFN�RI� OLYH-
lihood opportunities in countries of 
origin.” 

Moreover, the surge can also be 
attributed to decreasing cooperation 
between regional countries to bet-
ter manage migratory movements, 
Stanton said. 

Somalis arriving in Yemen are rec-
ognized as prima facie refugees—an 
automatic status bestowed on them 
in recognition of the more than two 
decades of civil war that Somalia 
went through. 

Huda*, 26, and her son Salim*, 9, 
DUULYHG� LQ� <HPHQ� RQ� -DQ�� ���� DIWHU�
taking a boat from Obock, Djibouti to 
Bab Al-Mandeb. They are both cur-
rently staying at the Kharaz Refugee 
Camp in Yemen. 

“I didn’t plan this, the situation 
pushed us out of Somalia. Our coun-
try was unstable, we couldn’t survive 
there,” Huda told UNHCR. 

Somalia remains one of the world’s 
largest and most complex humani-
tarian crises in the world. 

“After two years of improvements 
following the devastating famine in 
2011, a lethal mix of drought, surg-
ing food prices, increasing malnutri-
tion, insecurity and slow funding has 
plunged the humanitarian situation 
LQWR� VLJQL¿FDQW� GHFOLQH�´� 6WDQWRQ�
said.  

Ethiopia
Ethiopians make-up the largest 
population among new arrivals in 
Yemen. In 2014, out of more than 
91,500 migrants and refugees who 
arrived at Yemen’s shores, 71,907 
were Ethiopian, according to UN-
HCR.  According to the agency, the 
primary reason Ethiopians make the 
journey to Yemen is the search of 
greater employment opportunities.

Despite being one of the world’s 
fastest growing countries—Ethiopia 
recording double-digit economic 
growth over the past decade—more 
than 20 million people are living 

below the poverty line, according 
to the UN Development Assistance 
Framework (UNDAF). Several mil-
lion people require emergency as-
sistance every year just to meet their 
basic survival needs. 

With more than 80 percent of 
the population living in rural areas 
and relying on agriculture for their 
livelihood, “their vulnerability is 
frequently exacerbated by natural 
and man-made hazards, including 
GURXJKW��ÀRRGLQJ��GLVHDVH�RXWEUHDNV��
LQWHU�FRPPXQDO�FRQÀLFW�DQG�UHIXJHH�
LQÀX[HV� IURP� QHLJKERULQJ� VWDWHV�´�
said Stanton. 

While the vast majority of Ethiopi-
ans coming to Yemen are economic 
migrants, there are others, like 
Adem, escaping persecution.

According to Amnesty Interna-
tional, thousands of Oromos, mem-
bers of Ethiopia’s largest ethnic 
group, “are being ruthlessly targeted 
by the state based solely on their 

perceived opposition to the govern-
ment.”

“Oromos are regularly subjected to 
arbitrary arrest, prolonged detention 
without charge, enforced disappear-
ance, repeated torture, and unlawful 
state killings as part of the govern-
ment’s incessant attempts to crush 
dissent,” Amnesty International 
added in a statement published in 
Oct. 

*Not their real names

The next piece in the series will look 
at the often dangerous journey mi-
grants and refugees take to Yemen, 
including the most deadly routes for 
points of departure, the locations 
in Yemen of deaths at sea, and the 
most common entry points to Yemen 
for new arrivals in 2014—as well as 
¿UVW�KDQG�DFFRXQWV�RI�WKH�WUDJHGLHV�
and violations that occur during the 
journey.

When Yemen is the destination 
81�5HIXJHH�$JHQF\��0RUH�PLJUDQW�GHDWKV�LQ������WKDQ�SUHYLRXV�IRXU�\HDUV�FRPELQHG

An estimated 92,592 refugees, asylum seekers, and migrants landed on Ye-
men’s shores last year, mostly from Ethiopia and Somalia. 
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OMV (Yemen) E&P GmbH

Energize
your career!

Vacancies
OMV Exploration & Production GmbH is an independent operating division of OMV AG, the leading oil and natural gas group in Central and Eastern Europe. We operate 
over 450 oil and gas fields worldwide both onshore and offshore. Our ambition is to become a significant international upstream player by seeking new business opportunities 
and targeting production growth like our oil field operations in Shabwah governorate, Republic of Yemen.

Are you interested in this job?
Please apply online through visiting our website www.omv.com/jobs

Notice to display until Jan 25, 2015. 

OMV is an equal opportunity employer!

Buyer
Ref. No.: YE15.54    I     Location: Sana’a    I    Contract: Direct

Warehouse Document Controller
Ref. No.: YE15.54    I     Location: Shabwah     I    Contract: One Year

Warehouse Keeper
Ref. No.: YE15.56    I    Location: Shabwah   I    Contract: One Year

Responsibilities:
Preparing comparative statement and coordinate with the end users after technical 
evaluation by them on a regular basis. All communication either through E-mail or 
written must be available with the files. 
Preparing purchase orders/service orders and /or contracts whichever is applicable 
after obtaining due approvals from the competent authorities for signatures thereaf-
ter seeking approval from the Finance Manager/General Manager. 
Generating reports on day to day activities seeking guidance and approvals in order 
to streamline the work. 
Maintaining complete records and filing system in a proper manner for Audit trail and 
control purposes. 

<RXU�3UR¿OH�
Bachelor degree in Businees Administration or equivalent. 
5 years’ experiences in the subject role specially in E&P industry. 
PC literate in MS Office (Excel, Power point, Word, and Project). 
Fluent English and communication skills. 
Yemeni National. 

Responsibilities:
Filing, archiving, and maintaining PO related to new delivered materials and corre-
spondences log registers in regular basis. 
Filing the GRNs,GRs , GIs and material Certifications. 
Maintaining the material movement register and inventory reports. 
Filing the inventory reports and warehouse correspondences in a timely manner. 
Arranging flight and hotel booking for the field staff. 
Maintaining the reimbursement documentations for warehouse staff. 

<RXU�3UR¿OH�
Bachelor degree in Business Administration or equivalent. 

3-5 years’ experiences in the same job profile. 
PC literate in MS Office (Excel, Power point, Word, and Project). 
Fluent English and communication skills. 
Yemeni National. 

Responsibilities:
Reconciling receipt of materials and equipment against Purchase/Service Orders. 
Receiving and control issuing materials and equipment in field base. 
Correct Handling, storing, and maintaining all types of company 
materials/equipments received on site. 
Correct cataloguing the received items, working closely with end user groups. 
Preparing the documentations for issuing materials to Production and Drilling Opera-
tions, obtain approvals of Warehouse Supervisor and Company Field Management. 
Preparing monthly financial reconciliation of inventory receipts/issues and submit to 
Warehouse Field Base Supervisor for approval. 
Conducting physical inventories of materials and equipment on monthly basis as per 
Inventory procedures ,to comply with external and internal audit requirements. 
Handling material storage, packing, preservation and delivery at Warehouse. 

<RXU�3UR¿OH�
Bachelor in Bussieness Administration or equivalent. 
5 years’ experience in the same job profile. 
PC literate in MS Office (Excel, Power point, Word, and Project). 
Fluent English and communication skills. 
Yemeni National.

Basia Cummings
theguardian.com
First published Jan. 13

When Zimbabwean 
politician Ed-
ward Chindori-
Chininga died 
in a car crash in 

2013, some believed the circum-
stances had been “suspicious.” 

Soon after the death of the coun-
try’s former minister for energy 
and mining, the news outlet New 
Zimbabwe reported that Chindori’s 
colleagues had said he had known 
he was a “marked man” after his de-
partment released a report “claim-
ing millions of dollars in taxes paid 
by companies mining diamonds” in 
the controversial Marange diamond 
¿HOGV�³KDG�YDQLVKHG�´

Khadija Sharife, an investiga-
tive journalist based in South Af-
rica, says Chindori-Chininga’s case 
serves as just one example of why 
Africa is in need of a project like 
Afrileaks, which aims to help train 
a new generation of investigative 
journalists about how to safely use 
leaked material.

Afrileaks, which launches today 
[Jan.13], is designed to securely 
connect whistleblowers with media 
organizations across Africa, and is 
WKH� ¿UVW� RI� LWV� NLQG� WR� SURYLGH� RQ-
going technical training in how to 
“verify and investigate the quality 
of leaks.”

Since the Wikileaks, Iraq war 
logs, and Edwards Snowden’s rev-
elations about America’s NSA, 
whistleblowing has gained global 
attention, but Sharife and her col-
leagues at Afrileaks say that many 
journalists across Africa lack inves-
tigative skills, and often have little 
understanding of the dangers they 
could face in investigating leaks.

“Whistleblowers that we spoke 
with were not aware of measures 
such as encrypted email,” Sharife 
says. “Nor did many have the expe-
rience to pursue the safest means of 
transmitting information.” 

The secure web service, devel-
oped in partnership with Italy’s 
Hermes Center for Transparency 
and Digital Human Rights and the 
Africa Network of Centers for Inves-
tigative Journalism (ANCIR), will 
allow individuals to send informa-
tion “without fear of being compro-
mised and exposed,” says Sharife. 
The site will become “live” for leaks 
from today [Jan.13].

The leak is never the story
Media outlets that have already 
signed up to the initiative include 
South Africa’s Mail & Guardian, Bo-
tswana’s Guardian newspaper, The 
Zimbabwean, and Mozambique’s 
Verdade. Journalists are taught 
skills such as sourcing and cross-
examination, and how to assess for 
consistency, bias, contradiction, re-
liability and metadata—knowledge 
that Sharife argues is vital in devel-
oping a cohort of reporters who are 
able to hold organizations and gov-
ernments to account.

The sessions are taught by a panel 
of experts, including Friedrich Lin-
denberg, whose work fuses software 
development, journalism and open 
government advocacy, and Luis 
Nhachote, an award-winning Mo-
zambican journalist working with 
Verdade.

Three of the ten lowest listings on 
the press freedom index are in Af-
rica—with Eritrea ranked lowest in 
the world in 2014, closely followed 
by Somalia and Sudan. 

Leigh Baldwin, an investigative 
journalist at Global Witness, a me-
dia organization partnering with 

Afrileaks, says that it is this sensi-
tivity to issues of censorship and 
local history that makes Afrileaks 
unique.

“Too often, corruption and hu-
man rights violations go unreported 
in Africa because of the risks faced 
by sources,” Baldwin says. “By con-
necting leakers directly with trusted 
partners, AfriLeaks provides a way 
for local and international jour-
nalists to work together to expose 
abuses and get important stories 
out.”

Unlike Wikileaks, however, Af-
rileaks won’t publish any informa-
tion itself. It will act only as a fa-
cilitator, a “highly secure mailbox.” 
7KH� ZKLVWOHEORZHU� FDQ� VHQG� ¿OHV�
to the site securely, they say, and 
nominate the media organization 
they want to receive the leaks. They 
can choose to remain anonymous, 
or continue to be part of the subse-
quent investigation. 

“The leak is never the story,” Sha-
rife says. “They are always just the 
lead.”

Public interest
Giovanni Pellerano, a 29-year-old 
computer engineer from Italy and 
one of the many architects behind 
the Afrileaks software explains that 
it’s vital the project provides ongo-
ing support to its partners. 

“Whistleblowing is an important 
instrument that should be used 
carefully, so future training is now 
being planned and will continue to 
take place regularly.” Two sessions 
already took place in 2014, in Ma-
puto and Johannesburg.

Pellerano was one of the founders 
of GlobaLeaks back in 2011, when a 
chat with friends turned into devel-
oping free software in order to make 
it possible “for non-techy people to 
easily set up secure anonymous 

whistleblowing initiatives in the 
public interest.”

Since then, Pellerano has gone on 
to develop software for various or-
JDQL]DWLRQV��EXW�$IULOHDNV�LV�KLV�¿UVW�
project outside the western world.

Life and death?
But what unique risks do African 
leakers face? And why launch this 
service now? 

For years, companies in South Af-
rica have employed whistleblowing 
mechanisms to try and root out in-
ternal fraud and corruption, with a 
degree of success. But the 2014 PwC 
Economic Crime Survey has chart-
ed a recent decline in the practice. 

In 2007, the report says 16 percent 
of corporate crime was detected 
through whistleblowing. In 2013, 
WKDW� ¿JXUH� KDG� GURSSHG� WR� VL[� SHU�
cent, though it increased slightly 
last year. The report suggests this 
may be due to concerns over the 
power of companies, and South Af-
rican law, to protect whistleblowers. 

Sharife argues that the stakes are 
now higher—following the leaks by 
Chelsea Manning and Snowden—
than ever before, and for all parties 
involved. 

“We have seen how vicious the 
response is, but the truth is worth 
¿JKWLQJ� IRU�� ZKDWHYHU� WKH� FRQVH-
quences,” she says.

Both Sharife and Pellerano say 
that everyone working at the proj-
ect is acutely aware that in some 
cases, leaking information can be a 
case of life and death. They say Af-
rileaks will try to take as many steps 
as it can to protect whistleblowers, 
but also want to stress that leaking 
sensitive information always comes 
with risks, especially in Africa. 

“In terms of investigations, there 
DUH� YDULRXV� FKDOOHQJHV� WKDW� D̆HFW�
whistleblowers,” Pellerano ex-
plains. “Censoring, surveillance, 
legal liability, physical risk, intimi-
dation, and other issues. But all 
these restraints are exacerbated, to 
a great extent, in African countries.”

Wikileaks for Africa? Introducing Afrileaks

“Whistleblowers that we spoke with were not aware of measures such as encrypted email”
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Liana Aghajanian 
foreignpolicy.com
First published Jan. 6

T
his summer, 30-year-
old political scientist 
Shaho Pirani kissed his 
kids goodbye, had his 
father drive him to the 

DLUSRUW��DQG�WRRN�D�������PLOH�ÀLJKW�
from Copenhagen, Denmark, to Er-
bil, Iraq.

This was not for a vacation. Pi-
rani arrived two days after leaving 
his home in Denmark in the city of 
Koya, located in Iraqi Kurdistan, to 
undergo military and tactical train-
ing with Kurdish Peshmerga forces 
LQ� DQ� DWWHPSW� WR� OHDUQ� ¿UVWKDQG�
how he could battle Islamic State 
extremists and other future threats 
to the Kurdistan region, which 
stretches through Iraq, Turkey, 
Iran, and Syria.

Pirani was excited, but also ner-
vous. He imagined what would hap-
pen if he was caught by the Islamic 
6WDWH¶V� ¿JKWHUV�� ³:KDW� LI� WKH\� FDS-
ture me because I’m a foreigner?” 
KH� WKRXJKW�� ³:KDW� LI� WKH\� EHKHDG�
me or parade me as a hostage on 
TV?” But his anxiety was quickly 
replaced with empowerment. He 
was soon immersed in the political 
history of the region, given tactical 
training, taught how to handle and 
shoot with Kalashnikovs and sniper 
guns, and given detailed instruc-
tion in everything from how to take 
bases and checkpoints to how the 
ZLQG� FRXOG� D̆HFW� WKH� UDQJH� RI� KLV�
weapons.
3LUDQL�¿QLVKHG�KLV�PRQWK�RI�WUDLQ-

LQJ� DQG� ÀHZ� KRPH�� +H� ZDV� QHYHU�
SODQQLQJ� WR� VWD\� DQG� ¿JKW�� 3HVK-
merga commanders told him that 
he wasn’t needed — yet. But since 
he returned to Copenhagen, he’s 
spent every waking moment trying 
WR�¿JXUH�RXW�KRZ�WR�JHW�EDFN�RQ�WKH�
IURQW� OLQHV�� :LWK� PRQH\� VHFXUHO\�
SXW� DVLGH� IRU� DQ� LPSHQGLQJ� ÀLJKW��
Pirani is ready to go. All he needs is 
a phone call telling him it’s time.
³,¶P� RQ� VRFLDO� PHGLD� DQG� ,� VHH�

QHZV� XSGDWHV�� ,� VHH� WKHVH� KRUUL¿F�
things, I’m uneasy, I cannot relax, 
,� FDQQRW�¿QG� FDOP� LQVLGH�´�KH� WHOOV�
Foreign Policy in a phone interview 
IURP� KLV� KRPH� LQ� &RSHQKDJHQ�� ³,�
MXVW�ZDQW�WR�JHW�R̆�P\�VHDW��WDNH�WKH�
car to the airport, and take a plane 
home to Kurdistan and do some-
thing.”

Pirani was born in Iran to a politi-
cally active Kurdish-Iranian family 
that immigrated to Denmark in the 
early 1990s. Pirani says he came to 
Europe alone with a fake passport 
when he was seven or eight. He 
spent two years in a German refu-
gee camp before an uncle brought 
him to Denmark.

Across Europe, there are hun-
dreds of diaspora Kurds like Pirani 
who have answered the call to arms, 
left behind family, jobs, and peace-
ful suburban lives, and joined to 
¿JKW�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH�DORQJVLGH�WKH�
Peshmerga and the Turkey-based 
.XUGLVWDQ� :RUNHUV¶� 3DUW\� �3..���
For Europe’s highly organized 
Kurdish diaspora, the decision to 
take to the front lines in their an-
cestral homelands isn’t one made 
overnight, but results from a long-
standing feeling of distance com-
bined with intense responsibility 
that has been cultivated over several 
decades. Across Germany, Sweden, 
and Britain, Kurdish cultural and 
SROLWLFDO� DFWLYLW\� KDV� ÀRXULVKHG�� DO-
lowing Kurds to invest in and dis-
cover their identities. 

In the process of settling in Eu-
rope, they’ve also managed to 
FKDQJH� :HVWHUQ� SHUFHSWLRQV� RI� D�
little-understood ethnic group that 
makes up the fourth-largest popula-
tion in the Middle East.

Susanne Guven, the head of the 
Kurdish National Association of 
6ZHGHQ�� HVWLPDWHV� WKDW� ³D� FRXSOH�
hundred” Kurds from Sweden have 
left to Iraq and Syria and many 
PRUH�DUH�UHDG\�WR�MRLQ��³,�IUHTXHQWO\�
get messages from people wanting 
to know how they can go to Syria 
WR� ¿JKW� LQ� WKH� ZDU�´� VKH� VD\V�� 7KH�
German newspaper Der Spiegel re-
ported that over 50 German Kurds 

have made the trip to go to Syria. 
One Facebook page has actively 
EHHQ� UHFUXLWLQJ� ¿JKWHUV� IURP� %ULW-
ain, Germany, and Sweden, as well 
DV�&DQDGD��WR�JR�¿JKW�LQ�6\ULD�

The rise of the Islamic State in 
Iraq and Syria has created a new 
urgency, but the pull to go back to 
Kurdistan isn’t new. Pirani says 
it’s a feeling many Kurds, known 
as the world’s largest stateless na-
tion, experience throughout their 
OLIHWLPHV��³,W¶V�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW¶V�ZLWK�
you throughout all your life, and I’m 
trying to teach my kids the same,” 
KH�VD\V��³,�MXVW�WU\�WR�WHOO�WKHP�WKDW�
they cannot forget why their father 
is here and what’s happening in 
their home country.”

But for those who are willing 
to stand in solidarity on the front 
lines, the risks loom large, as do the 
potential consequences waiting for 
them back home.

The PKK is designated as a ter-
rorist organization by the United 
States and the European Union, 
ZKLFK� PHDQV� WKDW� WKRVH� ¿JKWLQJ�
alongside the Kurdish revolution-
ary Marxist group could be subject 
to anti-terrorism laws if they choose 
to return home. Ten Kurds in Den-
mark were arrested in September 
2012 under anti-terrorism laws for 
funneling $24 million to the PKK. 
They were released only after the 
court accepted that the money was 
for cultural activities and to help 
victims of the 2011 earthquake in 
Van, Turkey. Pirani says if he tries 
WR� JR� DQG�¿JKW�ZLWK� WKH�3..��KH¶OO�
risk at least six years of prison time.

A European Union spokesperson, 
who only agreed to speak on back-
ground, told Foreign Policy that it is 
³XS�WR�WKH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV´�WR�DVVHVV�
the dangers posed by an individual 
who travels abroad, and whether 
³WR� LQFOXGH�KLP� LQ� WKH�SROLFH�GDWD-
base, and the decision to bring him 
to court or not.” Many European 
countries have increased penalties 
against citizens who join terrorist 
JURXSV� LQ� DQ� H̆RUW� WR� GHDO�ZLWK� ML-
hadis going to join the Islamic State. 
In September, Danish politicians 
ÀRDWHG� WKH� LGHD�RI� WDNLQJ�DZD\� WKH�
SDVVSRUWV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�JR�WR�¿JKW�LQ�
Iraq or Syria.
7KRVH� ZKR� JR� WR� ¿JKW� DORQJVLGH�

the Peshmerga, who are allied with 
the US military, don’t necessar-
ily face terrorism charges, but that 
doesn’t mean they’ll have an easy 
WLPH�� HLWKHU�� :KHQ� 3LUDQL� WROG� D�
3HVKPHUJD� ṘFHU� KH� ZDV� UHDG\� WR�
UHWXUQ�LPPHGLDWHO\��WKH�ṘFHU�WROG�
him that the Kurds in Iraq need 
modern weaponry and ammuni-
WLRQ��QRW�SHRSOH��³,I�\RX�FRPH�GRZQ�
here, you’ll just be another person 
to be shot or bombed by the Islamic 
State,” he was told.
$IWHU� PRQWKV� RI� ¿JKWLQJ�� 3HVK-

merga forces retook two Iraqi towns 
from the Islamic State in late No-
vember and gained control of the 
town of Baiji, where the country’s 
ODUJHVW� RLO� UH¿QHU\� LV� ORFDWHG�� ,UDTL�
.XUGLVK�¿JKWHUV�UHFHQWO\�MRLQHG�WKH�
ongoing battle for Kobani, a be-
sieged Syrian border town that has 
become a symbol of Kurdish resis-
tance. The arrival last month of 150 
Peshmerga helped reinvigorate the 
¿JKW�DJDLQVW�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH�

Some Kurds have chosen to pro-
vide their expertise in other ways. 
³,� NQRZ� D� ORW� RI� GRFWRUV�ZKR� KDYH�
left Sweden to help and paid for the 
tickets from their own pockets,” Gu-
ven says, adding that the Kurdish 
National Association opened a bank 
account to raise money for refugees 
from Kobani. In London, Kurdish 
youth are also doing their part: Re-
cently, a group of young Kurds host-
HG�D�FRPHG\�QLJKW�FDOOHG�³6WDQG�8S�
Against ISIS” to raise funds for the 
Kurdish Red Crescent.

There is perhaps no place that 
could foster a more passionate 
response from its community of 
Kurds than Europe. Many Kurds 
¿UVW� EHJDQ�PRYLQJ� WR� %HUOLQ�� /RQ-
don, Stockholm, and other Euro-
pean cities as guest workers in the 
1980s, laying the groundwork for 
PRUH��ZKR�FDPH� LQ� WKH� ����V�ÀHH-
ing political persecution in Turkey, 
the authoritarian regime in Iraq, 

and harsh assimilation policies in 
Syria.

Today, with an estimated 500,000 
Kurds in Germany, some 50,000 in 
Sweden, and 100,000 in Britain, the 
Kurds make up a robust and active 
network who keep strong ties to or-
ganizations back home and partici-
pate in changing public opinion in 
Europe about their community with 
a number of alternative strategies. 
This community and sense of soli-
darity has been building for decades 
in Europe. But the jihadi advance 
in Syria and Iraq has awoken it and 
given it a new sense of purpose.
%DU]RR�(OLDVVL�� D� UHVHDUFK� ṘFHU�

at the International Migration Insti-
tute at Oxford and lecturer at Lin-
naeus University in Sweden who re-
searches the Kurdish diaspora, says 
that Europe is where Kurds—who 
were stigmatized, oppressed, and 
economically marginalized back in 
the Middle East—have wholeheart-
edly embraced and discovered their 
Kurdishness.
³:KHQ�WKH\�FRPH�WR�(XURSH��WKH\�

¿QG� D� QHZ� SROLWLFDO� FRQWH[W��ZKLFK�
is more democratic and liberal,” he 
VD\V�� ³<RX� KDYH� PRUH� IUHHGRP� IRU�
your own cultural identity; no one 
comes and tells you that you cannot 
be Kurdish or you can’t speak Kurd-
ish. Although you are in a minority 
position, you are more privileged, 
you have space to invest in your 
identity.”

The waves of immigration have 
also led Kurds from Turkey, Iran, 
and Iraq to intermingle in a way 
they wouldn’t in their fractious 
homeland. As Kurds from across dif-
ferent borders meet in Stockholm 
or Berlin or London, they are able 
to form a more cohesive identity 
than they would otherwise be able 
to across Turkish or Iraqi or Syrian 
borders.

Eliassi, who called the Kurdish 
diaspora one of the best-organized 
immigrant groups in Europe, points 
to Sweden, where he says Kurd-
ish libraries, television shows, and 
cultural centers explore Kurdish 
identity while also sharing it with a 
Swedish audience.
7KLV�ÀRXULVKLQJ� LGHQWLW\�KDV�DOVR�

translated into concrete action. 
Across Europe, the Kurdish diaspo-
ra has lobbied for the Kurdish cause, 
holding protests and sit-ins, engag-
ing in hunger strikes and online 
activism. In late 2011, over a dozen 
SURWHVWHUV�UXVKHG�LQWR�WKH�ṘFHV�RI�
the Guardian, demanding coverage 
of human rights abuses by the Turk-
ish government against Kurds. In 
October, Kurdish activists staged a 
mock slave market in London and 
broke into the European Parliament 
in Brussels to demand internation-
al action for the besieged Kurdish 
town of Kobani in Syria.

Memed Aksoy, a Kurdish activ-
ist and spokesperson for the Kurd-
ish Assembly in the U.K., one of 
the largest Kurdish activist groups 
based in Britain, knows of two peo-
ple who left Portsmouth, England, 
to join the PKK in Iraq, as well as 
many more who have left from Ger-
many, where the largest number of 
Kurds in the diaspora reside. Aksoy 
says he’s happy to see the PKK’s 
presence revitalized in Europe. Ever 
since the group was designated a 
terrorist group in 2004, its sup-
porters in Europe have come under 
scrutiny and have consequently lost 
money, momentum, and member-
VKLS��³:H¶UH�RQFH�DJDLQ�VORZO\�RUJD-
nizing ourselves,” he says.
7KH�3..¶V�DWWHPSWV�WR�KHOS�<D]L-

dis escape the Islamic State’s siege 
on Mount Sinjar in Iraq, as well as 
the group’s support for the ongo-
ing siege of Kobani, have won the 
group praise from leaders around 
the world. 

A group of European politicians is 
currently pressuring the European 
Union to remove the PKK from its 
terrorism watch list.

Harry van Bommel, a Dutch So-
cialist Party politician, says he is 
working on opening the debate in 
the Netherlands to have the orga-
nization removed from the list for 
two reasons: To support the peace 
process between Kurds and the 

Turkish government and for the 
vital, internationally important 
role the organization has played in 
WKH� ¿JKW� DJDLQVW� WKH� ,VODPLF� 6WDWH��
DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�,6,6�� ³,W¶V�SROLWLFDOO\�
QRW�ULJKW�WR�SOD\�D�UROH�LQ�WKLV�¿JKW�
against ISIS and at the same time to 
consider [the PKK] a terrorist orga-
nization—that’s not a credible posi-
tion of the international commu-
QLW\�´�KH�VD\V��³:H�KDYH�WR�WDNH�LQWR�
account that these lists are political 
lists, they are not legal lists, and 
therefore it is a political decision to 
become on the list, and also a politi-
FDO�GHFLVLRQ�WR�JHW�R̆�WKH�OLVW�´
(OLDVVL�VD\V�WKH�¿JKW�RYHU�.REDQL�

KDV� EHHQ� D� VLJQL¿FDQW�PRPHQW� IRU�
Kurds, leading to a rupture in how 
WKH\¶UH� YLHZHG� E\� WKH� :HVW�� 7KH�
battle has helped bring the PKK’s 
brand of secular politics, along with 
its emphasis on gender equality, 
onto the world stage.
$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�

the Islamic State has given Kurds a 

renewed sense of hope that a dif-
ferent future for the Middle East is 
possible—one that could include the 
realization of their aspirations for 
autonomy and independence. This 
has energized the Kurdish diaspora, 
too.
³,I�\RX�DVNHG�WKH�.XUGV�PD\EH����

or 15 years ago they wouldn’t have 
been so outspoken about it,” says 
Shwan Zulal, a London-based ana-
O\VW� RI� .XUGLVWDQ�� ³1RZDGD\V� WKH\�
see it in their grasp but they know 
it’s going to be a hard slog, it’s going 
WR�EH�YHU\�GL̇FXOW�´

Though divided across political, 
religious, linguistic, and geographic 
lines, the extended Kurdish dias-
pora has also presented an oppor-
tunity for unity among the Kurds in 
Europe as they raise funds, organize 
protests, or consider leaving home 
WR� JR� MRLQ� WKH� ¿JKW� DFURVV� WKHLU�
homeland.

Speaking from his home in Den-
mark, Pirani, who described the 

last 30 years of the greater Kurdish 
VWUXJJOH�DV�³EHLQJ�DW�D�SDUW\�ZKHUH�
you feel really important but no one 
is looking at you,” is planning to go 
back to Kurdistan next year to en-
roll in another training course.

He wants to be prepared, he says, 
whether it’s helping in Iraq or Syria 
or the less-reported ongoing clashes 
between Kurds and the Iranian mil-
itary. He recognizes that although 
his military training has just begun, 
he has another advantage: the eyes 
and ears of a wide audience at home 
in Denmark and Europe, where 
he can bridge two worlds that are 
slowly becoming familiar with each 
other.
³,�NQRZ�\RX�DUH�EHWWHU�DW�¿JKWLQJ�

people than me,” he told contacts 
EDFN� LQ� ,UDT�� ³%XW� LI� \RX�NLOO� WKRX-
sands of our enemies, no one in the 
world will see it. Teach me some 
of these things, and I can show the 
people in Europe how things are 
done.”

Copenhagen to Kobani, Berlin to Erbil
The Islamic State's assault in Syria and Iraq has given Europe's Kurdish diaspora a new sense of purpose

Kurds are among the most well organized of Europe’s diaspora Groups. Their numbers total 650,000 in 
Britain, Sweden, and Germany. 
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<HPHQ·V�ILUVW�DQG��PRVW�ZLGHO\�UHDG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�QHZVSDSHU

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

 OpiniOn

By Lina Sinjab
BBC News
First published Jan. 7

The 12 months between 
WKH� ¿UVW� URXQG� RI� WKH�
Geneva II peace talks 
LQ� -DQXDU\� ����� DQG�
the Moscow peace talks 

SODQQHG� IRU� -DQXDU\� ����� KDYH�
WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�WKH�GHDGOLHVW�VLQFH�
WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�6\ULDQ�XSULVLQJ�IRXU�
\HDUV�DJR��
7KLV� WLPH� ODVW� \HDU�� 6\ULDQV� KDG�

KLJK�KRSHV�LQ�WKH�UXQ�XS�WR�WKH�LQ�
WHUQDWLRQDO�SHDFH�FRQIHUHQFH�
%DFNHG�E\�WKH�81��86�DQG�5XVVLD��

WKH� *HQHYD� WDONV� R̆HUHG� D� FKDQFH�
IRU� 6\ULDQV� WR� HQG� WKH� EORRGVKHG��
%XW� LW�ZDV�QRW� WR�EH��DOPRVW�������
SHRSOH� ZHUH� NLOOHG� RQ� WKH� JURXQG�
LQ� 6\ULD� DV� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� RI� WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW� DQG� RSSRVLWLRQ� IDLOHG�
WR�DJUHH�HYHQ�RQ�DQ�DJHQGD�IRU�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQV�
$� IXUWKHU� ������� SHRSOH� ZHUH�

NLOOHG�RYHU�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�\HDU�
7KH�81�VSHFLDO�HQYR\�DW�WKH�WLPH��

/DNKGDU�%UDKLPL��DSRORJLVHG�WR�WKH�
6\ULDQ�SHRSOH� IRU� WKH� IDLOXUH�RI� WKH�
WDONV�� DQG� UHVLJQHG� D� IHZ� PRQWKV�
ODWHU�

'Starve of surrender'
�����ZDV� D� \HDU�RI�GHIHDW� DQG�GLV�

DSSRLQWPHQW�IRU�WKH�RSSRVLWLRQ�DQG�
D�\HDU�RI�JDLQV�IRU�3UHVLGHQW�%DVKDU�
DO�$VVDG�� EXW� DW� D� YHU\� KLJK� SULFH�
SDLG�E\�FLYLOLDQV�
7KURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��WKH�JRYHUQ�

PHQW�WULHG�WR�SURPRWH�ZKDW�LW�FDOOHG�
�ORFDO�FHDVH¿UHV���ZKHUH�LQ�UHDOLW\�D�
SROLF\�RI� �VWDUYH�RU�VXUUHQGHU��ZDV�
XVHG�DV�D�ZD\�RI�VXEGXLQJ�UHVLGHQWV�
RI�UHEHO�KHOG�DUHDV�
7KH� UHJLPH
V� WKUHH�\HDU� VLHJH� RI�

WKH�2OG�&LW\�RI�+RPV�ZDV�RQO\�OLIWHG�
DIWHU�DQ�,UDQLDQ�EURNHUHG�GHDO��WLHG�
WR� WKH� UHOHDVH� RI� ,UDQLDQ� ¿JKWHUV�
KHOG� E\� WKH� UHEHO� ,VODPLF� )URQW� LQ�
WKH�QRUWK�
6RRQ� DIWHU� WKH� VLHJH� ZDV� OLIWHG��

DQRWKHU�UHEHO�KHOG�GLVWULFW�RI�+RPV�
��DO�:DLU�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�ZHVWHUQ�RXW�
VNLUWV��ZKHUH�WKRXVDQGV�RI�GLVSODFHG�
FLYLOLDQV�ZHUH�VHHNLQJ�UHIXJH���FDPH�
XQGHU�DWWDFN�
,Q�SDUWV�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO�'DPDVFXV��

WRR�� UHJLPH�VLHJHV�ZHUH� OLIWHG��RQO\�
WR� EH� LPSRVHG� DJDLQ� VRRQ� DIWHU�
ZDUGV�
7KH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� UHIXJHH� FDPS� RI�

<DUPRXN�� RQ� WKH� VRXWKHUQ� HGJH� RI�
'DPDVFXV�� LV�UHSRUWHG�WR�EH�RQH�RI�
WKH�SODFHV�RQFH�DJDLQ�XQGHU�VLHJH�
6SHDNLQJ�DW�D�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�&KD�

WKDP�+RXVH� LQ�/RQGRQ� LQ�1RYHP�
EHU�� 0U� %UDKLPL� VDLG� WKH� UHJLPH
V�
FHDVH¿UH�SURSRVDOV�ZHUH�SDUW�RI� LWV�
ZDU�SODQ��QRW�SHDFH�SODQ�

Jihadist threat
7KHUH� LV� RQH� PHVVDJH� WKH� JRYHUQ�
PHQW�ZDQWV�WR�VHQG���WKDW�LWV�SRZHU�
ZLOO�SUHYDLO�DQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�URRP�IRU�
FRPSURPLVH�
7KDW� ZDV� FOHDU� LQ� WKH� ����� SDU�

OLDPHQWDU\� HOHFWLRQV� DQG� LQ� -XQH
V�
SUHVLGHQWLDO�SROO��ZKLFK�ZDV�D�IRUH�
JRQH� FRQFOXVLRQ� GHVSLWH� WKH� SUHV�
HQFH� RI� WZR� FDQGLGDWHV� EHVLGHV�0U�
$VVDG�RQ�WKH�EDOORWV�
0DQ\�ZRXOG�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�SUHVL�

GHQW�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�VXUYLYHG�ZLWK�
RXW� WKH� EDFNLQJ� RI� 5XVVLD� DQG� LQ�
SDUWLFXODU� ,UDQ��ZKLFK� LV� VDLG� WR�EH�
LQ� FKDUJH� RI� PLOLWDU\� VWUDWHJ\�� KDV�
ERRWV� RQ� WKH� JURXQG� DQG� LV� SURS�
SLQJ�XS�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�¿QDQFLDOO\�
+RZHYHU��ZKLOH�WKH�$VVDG�UHJLPH�

VHHV� LWVHOI� DV� ZLQQLQJ� DQG� LV� DLP�
LQJ�WR�UHJDLQ�FRQWURO�RI�DOO�RI�6\ULD��
WKHUH�LV�D�WKLUG�HQWLW\�WKDW�LV�QRZ�DV�
VHUWLQJ�LWVHOI�WKDW�KDV�GHFODUHG�ERWK�
WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� DQG� WKH� UHEHOV� DV�
HQHPLHV�
,VODPLF� 6WDWH� �,6�� KDV� GHFODUHG�

D� FDOLSKDWH� LQ� DUHDV� XQGHU� LWV� FRQ�
WURO�DFURVV� ODUJH�SDUWV�RI�6\ULD�DQG�
QHLJKERXULQJ�,UDT�
,WV� ULVH� KDV� VSHOW� DQRWKHU� GHIHDW�

IRU�6\ULD
V�UHYROXWLRQDULHV�ZKR�ZDQW�
IUHHGRP�DQG�GHPRFUDF\��1RZ�WKH\�
KDYH�WZR�IURQWV�RQ�ZKLFK�WR�¿JKW�
,6�KDV�VRXJKW�WR�HUDVH�WKH�ERUGHUV�

GUDZQ� XS� E\� 6\NHV�3LFRW� $JUHH�

PHQW�LQ������
$OWKRXJK� WKH� MLKDGLVW� JURXS� KDV�

SRVHG�D� WKUHDW� LQ�6\ULD�VLQFH� LW�DQ�
QRXQFHG�LWV�H[LVWHQFH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
LQ� HDUO\� ������ UHJLPH� IRUFHV� IDLOHG�
WR�DWWDFN�LWV�EDVHV� LQ�QRUWKHUQ�6\U�
LD�� SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ� WKH� SURYLQFH� RI�
5DTTD�
7KH� 86�OHG� FRDOLWLRQ� ODXQFKHG�

DLU� VWULNHV�RQ� WKH�JURXS
V�SRVLWLRQV�
LQ� 6HSWHPEHU� DIWHU� WKUHH� :HVWHUQ�
KRVWDJHV�ZHUH�EHKHDGHG�E\�,6�DQG�LW�
ODXQFKHG�DQ�R̆HQVLYH�RQ�WKH�.XUG�
LVK�HQFODYH�DURXQG�.REDQH�
%\� WKDW� WLPH� WKH� JURXS� KDG� DO�

UHDG\� EHKHDGHG� VHYHUDO� KXQGUHG�
6\ULDQV�� WKRXJK� WKDW� GLG� QRW�PRYH�
WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\�WR�DFW�
,Q�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RI�86�DLU�VWULNHV�

RQ� ,6�� 3UHVLGHQW� $VVDG
V� IRUFHV�
ODXQFKHG�QHDUO\�����DLU�VWULNHV�DQG�
EDUUHO� ERPE� DWWDFNV� RQ� UHEHO�KHOG�
DUHDV��$�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�
FLYLOLDQV���DGGLQJ�WR�6\ULDQV
�IHHOLQJ�
WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�EHLQJ�DEDQGRQHG�

Long shot
7KH�\HDU�HQGHG�ZLWK�WKH�81
V�:RUOG�
)RRG�3URJUDPPH� �:)3�� DQQRXQF�
LQJ�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�VXVSHQG�LWV�
IRRG�YRXFKHU�VFKHPH�IRU�6\ULDQ�UHI�
XJHHV� LQ�-RUGDQ��/HEDQRQ��7XUNH\��
,UDT�DQG�(J\SW�EHFDXVH�RI�D�ODFN�RI�
IXQGV�
7KH� DJHQF\� HYHQWXDOO\� UHFHLYHG�

WKH�PRQH\�LW�QHHGHG�WR�UHVXPH�WKH�
VFKHPH�� EXW� LW� GHPRQVWUDWHG� KRZ�
WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRPPXQLW\� ZDV�
IDLOLQJ� WKH� 6\ULDQV� HYHQ� RQ� D� KX�
PDQLWDULDQ�OHYHO��GHHSHQLQJ�GRXEWV�
RYHU�KRZ�LW�FRXOG�KHOS�VWRS�WKH�ZDU�
1RZ� WKH� ZRUOG� LV� ORRNLQJ� DW�

ZKHWKHU�D�SODQ�E\�WKH�QHZ�81�VSH�
FLDO�HQYR\�IRU�6\ULD��6WD̆DQ�GH�0LV�
WXUD�� IRU� ORFDO� FHDVH¿UHV� RU� �IUHH]H�
]RQHV��FDQ�EH�LPSOHPHQWHG�
%XW� WR�ZRUN� LW� UHTXLUHV� WKH� FRP�

PLWPHQW�RI�3UHVLGHQW�$VVDG
V�IRUFHV��

DQG�DJUHHPHQW�DPRQJ�DOO�WKH�UHEHO�
IRUFHV�RSHUDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�
5XVVLD�LV�KRSLQJ�WR�KRVW�D�PHHWLQJ�

HQG�RI�WKLV�PRQWK�EHWZHHQ�WKH�6\U�
LDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�VRPH�HOHPHQWV�
RI� WKH� RSSRVLWLRQ�� +RZHYHU�� LW� LV�
D� PRYH� ZKLFK� FULWLFV� VHH� DV� ¿OOLQJ�
WLPH�ZKLOH�GHOLYHULQJ�QRWKLQJ�
0HDQZKLOH�� RUGLQDU\� 6\ULDQV�

KDYH� ORQJ� ORVW� VWUHQJWK�� IDLWK�� DQG�
KRSH��7KHLU�JRDO�KDV�EHFRPH�DFTXLU�
LQJ� D� YLVD� WR�(XURSH� RU� HPEDUNLQJ�
RQ�SHULORXV�ERDW�FURVVLQJ�

ibrahim Al-Marashi
Aljazeera.com
First published Jan. 5

5HFHQW� UHSRUWV� RI� WKH�
.LQJGRP� RI� 6DXGL�
$UDELD� UHRSHQLQJ� LWV�
HPEDVVLHV� LQ� %DJKGDG�
DQG� LQ� WKH� FDSLWDO� RI�

WKH� .XUGLVK� 5HJLRQDO� *RYHUQPHQW��
(UELO��PD\�DSSHDU�WR�EH�DQ�RYHUGXH��
\HW�PXQGDQH� GLSORPDWLF� D̆DLU�� EXW�
WKLV�QHZV�VLJQL¿HV�D�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�
6DXGL�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�WR�,UDT��
:KLOH� GLSORPDWLF� UHODWLRQV� EH�

WZHHQ� 5L\DGK� DQG� %DJKGDG� ZHUH�
VHYHUHG�DIWHU�6DGGDP�+XVVHLQ¶V� LQ�
YDVLRQ�RI�.XZDLW�LQ�������6DXGL�$UD�
ELD�IDLOHG�WR�UHRSHQ�GLSORPDWLF�IDFLO�
LWLHV�LQ�,UDT�DV�WHQVLRQV�HQVXHG�ZLWK�
WKH� SRVW�%DDWKLVW� JRYHUQPHQW��7KH�
UHFHQW� QHZV� VHUYHV� DV� DQ� LQGLFD�
WLRQ�WKDW�5L\DGK�KDV�¿QDOO\�FRPH�WR�
WHUPV�ZLWK�D�6KLD�OHG�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�
%DJKGDG��DQG�LV�QRZ�VHHNLQJ�D�SUHV�
HQFH� LQ� ,UDT� WR� LQÀXHQFH� GHYHORS�
PHQWV� WKHUH�RQ�DQ�ṘFLDO�� ELODWHUDO�
OHYHO�
,Q� WHUPV� RI� UHJLRQDO� SRZHU� G\�

QDPLFV��WKH�IDOO�RI�6DGGDP�+XVVHLQ¶V�
JRYHUQPHQW� LQ� ����� D̆HFWHG� DOO� RI�
,UDT¶V� QHLJKERUV�� -RUGDQ� DQG� 6\ULD�
KDG� WR� GHDO� ZLWK� DQ� LQÀX[� RI� ,UDTL�
UHIXJHHV��%RWK�6\ULD�DQG�,UDQ�IHDUHG�
WKH�%XVK� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZRXOG� XVH�
,UDT� DV� D� EDVH� WR� GHVWDELOL]H� WKHLU�
UHJLPHV�� %RWK� 7XUNH\� DQG� 6DXGL�
$UDELD� IHDUHG� WKDW� WKH� HPSRZHUHG�
.XUGV� DQG� 6KLD� LQ� ,UDT� DIWHU� �����
ZRXOG� IRPHQW� VLPLODU� DVSLUDWLRQV�

DPRQJ�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�.XUGLVK�DQG�
6KLD�SRSXODWLRQV�

Contentious issue
7KH�UHRSHQLQJ�RI�HPEDVVLHV�LQ�%DJK�
GDG�DIWHU�WKH�86�OHG�RFFXSDWLRQ�KDG�
EHHQ�D�FRQWHQWLRXV�LVVXH�IRU�UHJLRQDO�
DFWRUV� LQ� WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��7KH�QHZ�
SROLWLFLDQV� LQ�,UDT�KDG�WR�XUJH�YDUL�
RXV�$UDE�VWDWHV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WR�
UHRSHQ� WKHLU� HPEDVVLHV� LQ�%DJKGDG�
LQ� RUGHU� WR� EHVWRZ� VRPH� UHJLRQDO�
OHJLWLPDF\�XSRQ�D�QDVFHQW�,UDTL�JRY�
HUQPHQW��
7KH� $UDE� /HDJXH� KHVLWDWHG� UH�

RSHQLQJ� LWV� GLSORPDWLF� IDFLOLWLHV� LQ�
%DJKGDG�DV�DQ� LQGLUHFW�ZD\�RI�SUR�
WHVWLQJ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�DQ�$UDE�FDSLWDO�
ZDV�XQGHU�IRUHLJQ�FRQWURO��
%DJKGDG� UHSHDWHGO\� DVNHG� 6\ULD�

WR�RSHQ�XS�LWV�HPEDVV\�LQ�%DJKGDG��
KRSLQJ� WKDW� GLSORPDWLF� UHODWLRQV�
ZRXOG�HQG�6\ULD¶V�SROLF\�RI�JUDQWLQJ�
UHIXJH�WR�IRUPHU�%DDWKLVWV�DQG�VXS�
SRUWLQJ� WKH� ,UDTL� LQVXUJHQF\� LPPH�
GLDWHO\�IROORZLQJ�WKH������LQYDVLRQ��
)RU� 6DXGL� $UDELD�� WKH� IDLOXUH� WR�

RSHQ� DQ� HPEDVV\� LQ� %DJKGDG� KDG�
OHVV� WR� GR� ZLWK� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI� 86�
IRUFHV� RFFXS\LQJ� DQ� $UDE� FDSLWDO��
EXW�UDWKHU�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�SURWHVWLQJ�
WKH� ULVH� RI� D� QHZ� 6KLD�OHG� JRYHUQ�
PHQW�LQ�,UDT��
$IWHU� WKH� ,UDQLDQ� 5HYROXWLRQ� RI�

������ 6DXGL� $UDELD¶V� 6KLD� EHJDQ� WR�
SURWHVW�� GHPDQGLQJ� PRUH� ULJKWV�
IURP�WKH�6DXGL�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�WKH�
IHDU�LQ�5L\DGK�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�DVFHQW�RI�
D�6KLD�OHG�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�,UDT�FRXOG�
LJQLWH�VLPLODU�SURWHVWV�LQ�������6DX�

GL�$UDELD¶V� IHDUV� RI� UHQHZHG�XQUHVW�
DPRQJ�LWV�6KLD�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�LWV�RLO�
ULFK�(DVWHUQ�SURYLQFH�LV�DQ�LQWHUQDO�
GRPHVWLF� LVVXH�� +RZHYHU�� WKH� ,UDT�
:DU�RI������DOVR�UHSUHVHQWHG�D�IRU�
HLJQ� SROLF\� VHWEDFN� RQ� WKH� UHJLRQDO�
OHYHO��

,UDQLDQ�LQÀXHQFH
,UDT� XQGHU� 6DGGDP� +XVVHLQ�� HYHQ�
D� ZHDN� ,UDT� DIWHU� ������ VWLOO� VHUYHG�
DV� D�EX̆HU� DJDLQVW� ,UDQ��ZKLFK�KDG�
ULYDOOHG� 5L\DGK� IRU� UHJLRQDO� KHJH�
PRQ\� LQ� WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW� DQG� WKH�
JUHDWHU� ,VODPLF� ZRUOG� VLQFH� ������
¿JKWLQJ�SUR[\�ZDUV�IURP�/HEDQRQ�WR�
3DNLVWDQ�� $IWHU� ������ 6DXGL� $UDELD�
ZDWFKHG�DV�,UDQ¶V� LQÀXHQFH�JUHZ� LQ�
,UDT��ZKLFK�ZDV� EDFNLQJ�%DJKGDG¶V�
¿UVW� 6KLD�OHG� JRYHUQPHQW�� LQ� DGGL�
WLRQ�WR�7HKUDQ�LQÀXHQFLQJ�HYHQWV�LQ�
WKH�+RXWKL� UHEHOOLRQ� LQ�<HPHQ�� DQ�
RWKHU� VWDWH� 6DXGL� $UDELD� FRQVLGHUV�
DV�LWV�EDFN\DUG��
1RW� RQO\� KDG� ,UDQLDQ� LQÀXHQFH�

RXWÀDQNHG� 6DXGL� $UDELD� RQ� ERWK�
VLGHV�RI�LWV�ERUGHUV��EXW�IURP�WKH�SHU�
VSHFWLYH�RI�5L\DGK��WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ�
SURWHVWV�RI�%DKUDLQ�ZHUH�GHHPHG�DV�
DQ� ,UDQLDQ�EDFNHG� SURMHFW�� )LQDOO\��
,UDQ� VHHPHG� RQ� WKH� YHUJH� RI� QRW�
RQO\� DFTXLULQJ� D� QXFOHDU� SURJUDP��
EXW�DOVR�UHDFKLQJ�DW�OHDVW�D�GH�IDFWR�
ZRUNLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�86�LQ�
WKH�UHJLRQ�
:KLOH� 6DXGL� $UDELD� ZDV� LQLWLDOO\�

UHOXFWDQW� WR� FKDOOHQJH� WKH� VWDWXV�
TXR�E\� VXSSRUWLQJ� WKH�SURWHVWV�DQG�
UHEHOOLRQ� DJDLQVW� 6\ULD¶V� %DVKDU�$O�
$VVDG�� LW�ZHLJKHG� LQ� RQ� WKH� VLGH� RI�

WKH� UHEHOV�� DQG� LQ� WKLV� SUR[\� ZDU��
,UDQ�DOVR�GHIHDWHG�6DXGL�DVSLUDWLRQV�
E\� NHHSLQJ� WKH� LQFXPEHQW� JRYHUQ�
PHQW�LQ�'DPDVFXV�DOLYH��
7KH�UHJLRQDO�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�0LG�

GOH�(DVW�KDV�EHHQ�GHVFULEHG�E\�5LFK�
DUG�+DDVV��3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�&RXQFLO�
RQ�)RUHLJQ�5HODWLRQV��DV�WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVWHUQ� 7KLUW\� <HDUV� :DU�� RU� DV� D�
QHZ� VHFWDULDQ� &ROG� :DU� ZDJHG� E\�
,UDQ�DQG�6DXGL�$UDELD��
,I�RQH�ZHUH�WR�XVH�HLWKHU�DQDORJ\��

WKHQ� ,UDQ� LV� GH¿QLWHO\�ZLQQLQJ� WKLV�
FRQÀLFW�� )URP� WKLV� SHUVSHFWLYH�� WKH�
QHZV�RI�UHRSHQLQJ�WKH�6DXGL�HPEDV�
VLHV�HPHUJHV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�D�UHDV�
VHVVPHQW�RI�5L\DGK¶V�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\��
UHOHDVHG�DW�D�IRUWXLWRXV�WLPH�DV�.LQJ�
$EGXOODK�LV�KRVSLWDOL]HG�DQG�ZRUULHV�
HPHUJH� RI� ZKDW� WKLV�PHDQV� IRU� WKH�
IXWXUH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�WKH�.LQJGRP��

4XLHW�GLSORPDF\
+RZHYHU��WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�UHRSHQ�WKH�
HPEDVVLHV� UHÀHFWV�D� VXVWDLQHG�SHUL�
RG�RI�TXLHW�GLSORPDF\�WKDW�SUHFHGHG�
WKH�NLQJ¶V�KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQ��7KH�¿UVW�
LQGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�,UDQ�DQG�6DXGL�$UD�
ELD�ZHUH�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�FRRSHUDWH�RYHU�
,UDT¶V�IXWXUH�RFFXUUHG�DIWHU�WKH�,6,/�
R̆HQVLYH�LQWR�0RVXO�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�
RI� ������ %RWK� 7HKUDQ� DQG� 5L\DGK�
DJUHHG� RQ� +DLGHU� $O�$EEDGL� DV� D�
UHSODFHPHQW� WR� ,UDT¶V� LQFXPEHQW�
3ULPH� 0LQLVWHU�� 1RXUL� $O�0DOLNL��
7KLV�DJUHHPHQW�UHSUHVHQWV�DQ�HYROX�
WLRQ�IURP�WKH�6DXGL�VLGH��DV�HYLGHQW�
IURP� D�:LNLOHDNV� FDEOH�ZKHUH�.LQJ�
$EGXOODK�H[SUHVVHG�KLV�SHUVRQDO�GLV�
OLNH�RI�0DOLNL� LQ�D�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�86�

ṘFLDOV�
2Q� WKH� ELODWHUDO� ,UDTL� DQG� 6DXGL�

OHYHO�� D� WKDZ� LQ� UHODWLRQV� RFFXUUHG�
DIWHU�,UDT¶V�SUHVLGHQW�YLVLWHG�5L\DGK�
DQG�PHW�ZLWK�WKH�NLQJ�LQ�1RYHPEHU�
������ DQG� D� 6DXGL�,UDTL� DJUHHPHQW�
ZDV� UHDFKHG� WR� FRPEDW� ,6,/�� 7KLV�
DJUHHPHQW� LV� VLJQL¿FDQW� JLYHQ� WKH�
QXPEHU� RI� ,UDTLV� LQ� ERWK� WKH� VWDWH�
DQG� VRFLHW\� ZKR� EODPH� WKH� ULVH� RI�
,6,/� RQ� 6DXGL� $UDELD� LQ� WKH� ¿UVW�
SODFH�DV�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�DQG�LGHRORJLFDO�
LQFXEDWRU� RI� WKLV� JURXS�� )RU� H[DP�
SOH�� ,UDTL� SXEOLF� VHUYLFH� DQQRXQFH�
PHQWV� HQFRXUDJHG� ,UDTLV� WR� LQIRUP�
RQ� ³IRUHLJQ´� WHUURULVWV�� LQYRNLQJ� DQ�
LPDJH�RI�D�EHDUGHG�PDQ�ZLWK�D�VKRUW�
WKREH�� KDQGLQJ� RXW� IXQGV� WR� ORFDO�
,UDTLV��WR�VWLU�XS�SUREOHPV�LQ�,UDT�

,W� DSSHDUV� WKDW� ,UDT�� ,UDQ�� DQG�
6DXGL�$UDELD�KDYH�FRPH�WR�WKH�FRQ�
FOXVLRQ�WKDW�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�FRP�
EDWWLQJ� ,6,/�� DOO� WKUHH� SDUWLHV� QHHG�
WR� UHDFK� D� PRGXV� YLYHQGL�� ,I� RQH�
FKRRVHV�WR�HPSOR\�VKRUW�KDQG�PRQL�
NHUV� WR� GHVFULEH� WKH� VWDWH� RI� D̆DLUV�
LQ� WKH�UHJLRQ�� UDWKHU� WKDQ�D�³7KLUW\�
<HDUV�:DU´�RU�D�³&ROG�:DU�´�UHJLRQ�
DO� DFWRUV� LQ� WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW� KDYH�
¿QDOO\� FRPH� WR� DQ� DJUHHPHQW� WKDW�
WKH\�DUH�ZDJLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�³:DU�RQ�
7HUURU´�DJDLQVW�,6,/��
,EUDKLP� $O�0DUDVKL� LV� DQ� DVVLV�

WDQW�SURIHVVRU�DW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
+LVWRU\��&DOLIRUQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��
6DQ�0DUFRV��+H� LV� WKH�FR�DXWKRU�RI�
³,UDT¶V�$UPHG�)RUFHV��$Q�$QDO\WLFDO�
+LVWRU\�´

6\ULD�FULVLV�

$�QHZ�\HDU�ZLWKRXW�KRSH

6DXGL¶V�EROG�SROLWLFDO�JDPELW
The�UHRSHQLQJ�RI�6DXGL�HPEDVV\�LQ�,UDT�UHÀHFWV�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�UHDVVHVVPHQW�RI�5L\DGK¶V�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�

Saudi border guard stands next to a fence on Saudi Arabia's 
northern borderline with Iraq.
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