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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 21–President Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi has agreed to 
implement demands made during 
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi’s televised 
speech on Tuesday in order to pre-
vent further escalations. 

Hadi’s approval came after meet-
ings with his advisors, including 
Houthi representative Saleh Al-
Sammad, which began on Tuesday 
evening and continued into the 
morning.   

The Houthi leader made his de-
mands during a televised speech on 
Tuesday evening, which was aired 
RQ�WKH�+RXWKL�ḊOLDWHG�FKDQQHO�$O�
Masira. It came hours after renewed 
clashes between government and 
Houthi forces in which the Presi-
dential Palace and President Hadi’s 
personal home came under attack.

The president agreed to cooper-
ate with Houthi popular commit-
tees and work to implement the 
four demands set out in Al-Houthi’s 
speech. These included calls to re-

form the National Authority for the 
Implementation of NDC Outcomes, 
amend the draft constitution, imple-
ment the Peace and National Part-
nership Agreement (PNPA), and to 
seek an immediate resolution to the 
security situation in Marib. 

A failure to meet these demands 
would push the Houthis to “take 
new and strict measures that will 
prove very painful,” said Al-Houthi.

During his speech, Al-Houthi ac-
cused the president of “stalling and 
wasting time” in implementing the 
PNPA and of “conspiring and aiding 
Al-Qaeda.” He also warned against 
external intervention and, address-
ing the United Nations Security 
Council, said that “any measures 
aiming to subdue this country and 
conspire against it will be futile—we 
are ready to face any challenges.”

The UN Security Council con-
demned attacks on the Presiden-
WLDO�3DODFH� DQG� LGHQWL¿HG�3UHVLGHQW�
Hadi as the country’s only legiti-
mate ruler. In a statement released 
from New York on Tuesday evening, 

members of the Security Council 
GHPDQGHG� DQ� LPPHGLDWH� FHDVH¿UH�
and called on all political parties 
and blocs in Yemen to stand with 
the president and prevent govern-
ment institutions from being under-
mined.  

President besieged
President Hadi’s personal residence 
on Al-Siteen Street remains occu-
pied by armed Houthis. The build-
ing was taken after over two hours 
RI�¿JKWLQJ�LQ�ZKLFK�WZR�RI�WKH�SUHVL-
dent’s guards were killed, according 
WR�$OL�$O�4DQHV��DQ�ṘFHU�ZLWK� WKH�
Presidential Guard. 

Accusations that Houthi intruders 
had ransacked the residence were 
denied by Mahmoud Al-Junaid, a 
member of the Houthi Political Of-
¿FH�� +H� VDLG� WKH� PLOLWDQWV� WRRN�
control of the compound in order to 
protect it as well as President Hadi, 
who remains inside and is holding 
ongoing meetings with Houthi rep-
resentatives there.

According to Al-Junaid, the 
Houthis have no intention of re-
moving President Hadi from pow-
er, whom they acknowledge as the 
country’s legitimate ruler. “We 
merely want to put the country on 
the right course,” he said. “We will 
work with Hadi if he meets our de-
mands, he is the president of Ye-
men.” 

Armed Houthis also besieged the 
Presidential Palace in Al-Sabaeen 
district on Tuesday afternoon, al-
though similar levels of violence 
were not seen there as his security 
forces surrendered following nego-
tiations with the Houthis. 
$EGXOUD]DN� $O�)DTLK�� DQ� ṘFHU�

stationed at the presidential resi-
dence, said his men managed to 
escape unharmed following orders 
from his superiors to withdraw from 
the premises. 

Armed Houthis who had sur-
rounded the residence allowed 
them to leave with their personal 

¿UHDUPV�� DOWKRXJK� $O�)DTLK� VDLG�
they were prevented from taking ad-
ditional arms with them. “I person-
ally tried taking three AK47 but they 
stopped me, so I ended up leaving 
with just one,” he said.

UN Special Advisor on Yemen Ja-
mal Benomar said in a meeting with 
the UN Security Council on Tuesday 
that Houthis were able to persuade 
the Presidential Guards not to re-
sist, which allowed them to break 
into the Presidential Palace. 

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
EHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH�
LQ� 6DQD¶D�� FRQ¿UPHG� +RXWKLV� KDG�
contacted the Presidential Guards 
and persuaded them not to resist on 
Monday evening.

Houthis took over the Presidential 
Palace and his personal residence 
one day after violent clashes with 
the president’s security forces which 
left 18 killed and 94 injured, the 
deputy emergency manager at the 
Ministry of Health, Ghazi Ismael, 
told the Yemen Times Wednesday. 

Speaking with the Yemen Times, 
Minister of Information Nadia Al-

Sakkaf said on Tuesday that actions 
taken against the president amount-
ed to an attempted coup.

The Presidential Guard is com-

posed of four brigades and was 
formed by presidential decree in 
2012.
7KHUH� DUH� XQFRQ¿UPHG� UHSRUWV�

that Houthis have seized weapons 
stored at the Presidential Palace, 
an allegation Al-Junaid has denied. 
“Our men have not taken any weap-
ons, we have only prevented soldiers 
DQG�ṘFHUV�IURP�GRLQJ�VR�´�KH�WROG�
the Yemen Times. 

Mohammad Mahmoud Ibra-
him, who is a bodyguard for former 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh and 
ZKR� PHHWV� ZHHNO\� ZLWK� ṘFHUV� DW�
the Presidential Palace, told the Ye-
men Times the following weapons 
were as of Wednesday being held 
at the palace: 300 tanks, 122 rock-
et launchers, almost 500 vehicles 
equipped with 12.7 caliber machine 
JXQV�� ���� DXWRPDWLF� DVVDXOW� ULÀHV��
23 anti-aircraft artillery, 125 ar-
mored vehicles, 5,000 Glock, Perita, 
and Caracal handguns, and almost 
������� VQLSHU� ULÀHV�� 7KH� <HPHQ�
Times was unable to independently 
verify these claims.

;O\YZKH �̀����1HU\HY �̀��������0ZZ\L�5V���������7YPJL����@LTLUP�9P`HSZ��^^ �̂`LTLU[PTLZ�JVT���-V\UKLK�PU��  ��I`�7YVM��(IK\SHaPa�(S�:HXXHM
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Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Jan. 21—All entrances 
to Aden governorate were closed 
Wednesday morning through a de-
cree by the Supreme Security Com-
mittee of Aden. The move came in 
response to armed clashes in the 
capital between Houthis and secu-
rity forces Tuesday afternoon. 

“All entrances to Aden, including 
Aden International Airport, Aden 
Harbor and the land borders, will 
remain closed until further notice 
and will be opened once the situ-
ation in Sana’a becomes stable,” 

Colonel Mohammed Musaed of the 
Aden Security Department told the 
Yemen Times on Wednesday. 

According to him, the entrances 
were closed at 7:00 a.m. Wednesday 
in response to what he described as 
a “coup” against President Hadi. 
As of 6:00 p.m. Wednesday all en-
trances remained closed. 

Late Tuesday the Supreme Se-
curity Committee released a state-
ment, aired via the state-run Aden 
TV channel, calling the clashes in 
Sana’a a “coup” with “serious re-
percussions for Hadi and the politi-
cal process.” The security commit-

tee announced all air, sea, and land 
entrances to Aden would be closed 
from Wednesday at 7:00 am until 
further notice. 

The security committee is headed 
by Governor Abdulaziz Bin Hab-
toor and includes the Aden Security 
Chief and other security and mili-
tary commanders. It is in charge of 
issuing decrees related to security 
issues in the governorate.

“The Supreme Security Commit-
tee of Aden has discussed the seri-
ous developments in the capital 
Sana’a and evaluated the military 
and security situation there due to 
the attacks against the symbol of 
national sovereignty and constitu-
tional legitimacy, President Abdu 
Rabu Mansur Hadi,” the statement 
read. 

The committee said it holds the 
Houthis accountable for the safety 
and well being of President Hadi, 
Prime Minister Khaled Bahah, and 
Ahmed Awad Bin Mubarak, the di-
UHFWRU�RI�WKH�SUHVLGHQW¶V�ṘFH��

Clashes broke out between the 
Houthis and security forces around 
6:45 a.m. Monday and ended with 
D� FHDVH¿UH� LQ� WKH� ODWH� DIWHUQRRQ��
Fighting renewed Tuesday after-
noon near the personal residence of 
President Hadi and stopped hours 
later, before a speech by Houthi 
leader Abdulmalik Al-Houthi at 
9:00 p.m. 

In its statement, the Supreme Se-
curity Committee said it decided to 
close all entrances to Aden in order 
to prevent any armed groups from 
entering Aden and also to ensure 
the safety of people in Aden.

Mahmoud Al-Junaid, a member 
RI� WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�� VDLG�
he was confused by the security 
committee’s decision to issue the 
decree, calling it “careless.” 

“Hadi is still the president and 
no coup has taken place against 
him, these procedures taken by the 
security committee in Aden are to 
put pressure on Ansar Allah [the 
Houthis] and may have been under 
orders from President Hadi,” he 
added. 

A source in Aden International 
Airport, speaking to the Yemen 
Times on condition of anonym-
ity because he is not authorized to 
speak to the press, said the airport 
was closed at 7:00 a.m. sharp.

“No internal or international 
ÀLJKWV� DUH� DUULYLQJ� RU� WDNLQJ� R̆�
from the airport at all. We were 
given orders from the security com-
mittee of Aden to close the airport 
until further notice,” he said. 

Sami Khairan, an employee 
in Aden Harbor, told the Yemen 
Times that employees are not 
working and the harbor is com-
pletely shut down due to the orders 
of the committee. 

Aden shuts all entry points over Sana’a “coup”

Under orders from Aden’s Supreme Security Committee, the inter�
national airport, harbor, and all border crossings will remain closed 
XQWLO�IXUWKHU�QRWLFH��
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President approves Houthi demands 
in attempt to prevent escalation

An empty guard post in front of President Hadi’s personal residence, 
ZKLFK�ZDV�WDNHQ�E\�DUPHG�+RXWKLV�IROORZLQJ�RYHU�WZR�KRXUV�RI�¿JKW�
LQJ�RQ�7XHVGD\��

$EGXOPDOLN�$O�+RXWKL�VSHOOHG�RXW�KLV�JURXS¶V�GHPDQGV�LQ�D����PLQXWH�
VSHHFK�KH�JDYH�RQ�WKH�+RXWKL�DI¿OLDWHG�$O�0DVLUD�FKDQQHO�RQ�7XHVGD\�
HYHQLQJ��
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SANA’A, Jan. 21— Five Houthi 
militants were reportedly killed in 
an explosion on Tuesday night in 
Rada’a district, in the west of Al-
Baida governorate.

According to Ali Maqsham, the 
security manager of Rada’a city, an 
improvised explosive device (IED) 
ZHQW�R̆�QHDU�D�+RXWKL� FKHFNSRLQW�
in Dar Aziz area, two kilometers 
outside Rada’a city, claiming the 
OLYHV�RI�¿YH�+RXWKLV�

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula (AQAP) claimed responsibility 
for Tuesday’s explosion on its Twit-
WHU�KDQGOH��VWDWLQJ�WKDW�¿YH�+RXWKLV�
were killed in the explosion. 

Waleed Al-Dailami, the leader 
of Houthi popular committees in 
Rada’a district, denied any Houthi 
casualties caused by Tuesday’s 
events. On the contrary, he argued 

WKDW� WKH� ,('� IDLOHG� WR� JR� R̆�� DQG�
that Houthis detected and killed the 
AQAP member who planted it. 

The attack follows renewed clash-
es between Houthis and members 
of AQAP, according to Maqsham. 
2Q�0RQGD\��¿JKWLQJ� WRRN�SODFH� LQ�
Al-Khubza, Al-Sharia, and Adel Al-
Shawarea villages of Rada’a district.

“The causalities of recent clashes 
remain unknown,” Maqsham told 
the Yemen Times on Wednesday.

Mohammad Al-Maweri, a lo-
cal journalist from Rada’a city, 
FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� ¿JKWLQJ� UHQHZHG�
Monday, saying a “roar” of artillery 
could be heard until Tuesday after-
noon in areas surrounding Rada’a 
city, including Qaifa. Al-Maweri 
told the Yemen Times on Wednes-
GD\� HYHQLQJ� WKDW� ¿JKWLQJ� KDG� QRW�
broken out again.

“Although Houthis took over 
Rada’a city and areas surround-
ing it, Al-Qaeda members, every 
QRZ�DQG�WKHQ��ODXQFK�R̆HQVLYHV�RU�

ambushes against Houthis in the 
broader Rada’a region,” Al-Maweri 
said. 

Houthis took control over parts 
of Rada’a district on Oct. 29, 2014. 
However, sporadic clashes between 
the group’s popular committees 
DQG� ORFDO� WULEHV²RIWHQ� ḊOLDWHG�
with AQAP—continue unabated.

Tensions between Houthis and 
AQAP increased in Rada’a after 
Houthis took over Sana’a on Sept. 
21, 2014, and expanded their pres-
ence into other governorates, in-
cluding Al-Baida, arguing they were 
DLPLQJ�WR�LPSURYH�VHFXULW\�E\�¿JKW-
ing AQAP. 

According to a study released by 
the Abaad Studies and Research 
Center in late Dec. 2014, the num-
ber of Houthis killed in Rada’a 
between September and Decem-
ber 2014 reached 1,000, while the 
number of AQAP casualties was 
between 300-400 for the same pe-
riod.

Houthis killed in Rada’a explosion

Khalid Al-Karimi 

SANA’A, Jan. 20—The general 
news director of the state-run Ye-
men TV channel resigned from 
his post on Tuesday in response to 
Houthi interference with the chan-
nel’s editorial policy and alleged 
censorship. 

“Before Monday, we tried our best 
to be neutral and to reconcile gov-
ernment and Houthi viewpoints. Af-
ter Monday, the Houthis began su-
pervising my work, telling me what 
to broadcast. I preferred to resign 
IURP�P\�SRVLWLRQ�´� VDLG�7DZ¿N�$O�
Sharabi, the general news director 
of Yemen TV.

The Houthis, otherwise known as 
Ansar Allah, have tightened their 
grip on state-run media institutions 
in the capital Sana’a, including both 
TV channels and newspapers. Fol-
lowing their takeover of the capital 
on Sept. 21 last year, the group took 
control of Yemen TV, Saba News 
Agency, and Al-Iman TV—all state-
run broadcasters located in a single 

compound in the city’s Al-Thawra 
district.

“The channel no longer broad-
casts neutral news. Its coverage now 
represents only one side—that of the 
Houthis,” said Al-Sharabi. 

Waheeb Aqlan, a broadcaster 
ZLWK�<HPHQ�79�ZKR�ZDV�LQ�WKH�ṘFH�
GXULQJ� WKH� WDNHRYHU�� FRQ¿UPHG�$O�
Sharabi’s allegations. “The Houthis 
appointed a supervisor for the gen-
eral director, so they undermined 
his authority and as a result, he re-
signed,” he told the Yemen Times.

However, according to Khaleel 
Al-Qaheri, another broadcaster 
working for Yemen TV, news cover-
age on the channel has always been 
compromised by political oversight 
from either side, particularly since 
Sept. 21.

“This TV channel has always 
been run to serve the interests of 
those controlling it,” said Al-Qaheri. 
“Since Monday’s developments, 
Houthis have placed their own su-
SHUYLVRUV� LQ� WKH� ṘFH� WR� PRQLWRU�
our editorial policy. They want to 

publish their side of events, and to 
counter what is said against them 
based on developments in the capi-
tal.”

On Monday, Houthi popular com-
mittees and forces under President 
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi engaged 
LQ�¿HUFH�¿JKWLQJ�LQ�WKH�FDSLWDO�FLW\��
ushering in a new turning point in 
Yemeni politics.

According to Al-Sharabi, some of 
WKH�VWD̆�DUH�QRW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�ORVH�WKHLU�
jobs and others are pro-Houthi. 
“Some say we are merely news an-
chors—we come to read the news, 
and we go home,” he said. 
0XNKWDU�$O�6KDUL¿��D�EURDGFDVWHU�

for Yemen TV who Aqlan charges is 
pro-Houthi, said Al-Sharabi’s resig-
nation was a “reckless decision.”

“No one attempted to interfere 
with his work—we [the Houthis] 
wanted to provide a helping hand 
DW�WKLV�FULWLFDO�WLPH�´�VDLG�$O�6KDUL¿��
“Everyone [at Yemen TV] should 
cooperate to serve the citizenry and 
help re-establish stability. It would 
be better if he reconsidered his deci-

sion [to resign].”
Houthi representatives claim they 

are interfering with news outlets to 
ensure media neutrality. Hussein 
Al-Bukhaiti, a prominent Houthi 
¿JXUH�DQG�VSRNHVPDQ�IRU�WKH�JURXS��
said Houthi popular committees are 
not trying to silence opposing views. 
“The Yemen TV broadcasts the 
facts, it no longer publishes distort-
ed representations of the popular 
committees. Ensuring revolutionary 
legitimacy takes priority, the chan-
QHO¶V� VWD̆� QHHGV� WR� UHDOL]H� WKDW� WKH�
situation changed after Sept. 21,” he 
said. 

On Monday, Minister of Informa-
tion Nadia Al-Sakkaf tweeted that 
the Aden TV channel and her own 
Twitter account remained the only 
WUXVWZRUWK\� ṘFLDO� VRXUFHV�� ³$Q\-
one wanting to be updated with 
news and information related to the 
state and what is taking place can 
follow the Aden TV channel, not 
Yemen TV. I will also continue pub-
lishing news on my twitter account,” 
she wrote.

Director of Yemen TV resigns 

Members of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) claimed responsibility for the attack on a Houthi 
FKHFNSRLQW��ZKLFK�UHSRUWHGO\�OHIW�¿YH�GHDG��/RFDO�+RXWKL�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�GHQLHG�VXIIHULQJ�DQ\�ORVVHV�

7KH�JHQHUDO�QHZV�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�<HPHQ�79�FKDQQHO��7DZ¿N�$O�6KDU-
DEL��UHVLJQHG�RQ�7XHVGD\�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�+RXWKL�LQWHUIHUHQFH�ZLWK�WKH�
FKDQQHO¶V�HGLWRULDO�SROLF\�

Story by Nasser Al-Sakkaf 
Photo by Amal Al-Yarisi

SANA’A, Jan. 20—Marib tribal 
leaders announced on Monday eve-
ning they would blow up electricity 
lines and oil pipelines if President 
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi was 
harmed.

According to Sadiq Bin Lanjaf, 
one of the sheikhs of Obaidah tribe 
in Marib governorate, “Dozens of 
tribal leaders met on Monday in 
Al-Suhail area to discuss develop-
ments in Sana’a.” Sheikhs at the 
meeting decided to destroy Marib’s 
electricity and oil infrastructure if 
Houthis would take any measure 
that would “harm” the president. 
“After the meeting we informed lo-
cal media about our decision,” said 
Lanjaf.

The meeting in Marib followed a 
GD\� RI� LQWHQVH� ¿JKWLQJ� LQ� <HPHQ¶V�
capital, where government troops 
exchanged heavy gun and artillery 
¿UH�ZLWK�WKH�+RXWKLV�

“President Hadi represents the 
entire country,” Lanjaf declared. 
“He was lawfully chosen and if any 
party wants to remove him they 
should do so lawfully, too—not in 
form of a coup.” 

While many observers have por-
trayed Monday’s events as an at-
tempted coup d’état by the Houthis, 
leading Houthi members and ac-
tivists denied these allegations. 

“Houthis are in control of Sana’a 
and most of the north of Yemen. 
If [the Houthis] were after Hadi—
ZKR�KDV�R̆HUHG�WR�VWHS�GRZQ²>ZH@�
would just give him a phone call,” 
Hussein Al-Bukhaiti, a leading 
Houthi activist, told the Yemen 

Times on Monday.
Not all sheikhs in Marib support 

the threat made public on Monday. 
Mursel Al-Qabali, a sheikh in the 
Murad tribe, emphasized that the 
announcement made on Monday 
GRHV�QRW�UHÀHFW�WKH�RSLQLRQ�RI�0DU-

ib tribes in general, saying “it was 
made by some individuals, there-
fore I do not think it will be imple-
mented.” 

Although tribal leaders tend to 
DJUHH� RQ� PDWWHUV� D̆HFWLQJ� 0DULE�
governorate, Al-Qabali said, they 

KROG� GL̆HULQJ� RSLQLRQV� RQ� SROLWL-
cal developments unfolding in the 
country.

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
EHU�RI�WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�LQ�
Sana’a, explained that the Houthis 
were solely focused on completing 

“the people’s revolution” that start-
ed on Sept. 21, 2014, and would not 
pay attention to threats made by 
OHDGLQJ� WULEDO� ¿JXUHV� LQ� JRYHUQRU-
ates like Marib and Shabwa.

On Sunday tribesmen in Shabwa 
called on petroleum companies 
operating in the governorate to 
cease production in protest of the 
Houthis’ kidnapping of Ahmad Bin 
Mubarak—the director of the presi-
GHQW¶V�ṘFH²RQ�6DWXUGD\�

Salem Al-Sael, a local journalist 
based in Shabwa, told the Yemen 
Times that as of Wednesday after-
noon the four major oil companies 
in the governorate remained closed.

Al-Bukhaiti said that Houthis will 
QRW� KDUP� SROLWLFDO� ¿JXUHV� OLNH� %LQ�
Mubarak and described the kid-
napping as a “further step in the 
completion of the people’s revolu-
tion.” The end-goal of “the people’s 
revolution,” Al-Bukhaiti said, is the 
eradication of corruption.

Nabil Al-Sharjabi, professor of 
international relations and crisis 
management at Hodeida Universi-
ty, does not believe the threat made 
by tribesmen in Marib is to be tak-
en seriously. “Tribes in Marib and 
other oil-rich governorates usually 
threaten to destroy vital infrastruc-
ture but they have not followed 
through on their threats yet, and 
they will not in the future, because 
they know the entire country will 
turn against them.”

Marib tribes demonstrate support for Hadi

)ROORZLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQV�RQ�0RQGD\��VHYHUDO� WULEDO� OHDGHUV� LQ�0DULE�KDYH�WKUHDWHQHG�WR�DWWDFN�YLWDO� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� LQ�WKHLU�JRYHUQRUDWH� LI�DQ\�
³KDUP´�FRPHV�WR�3UHVLGHQW�+DGL��
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Story by Nasser Al-Sakkaf
Photos by Sara Alzawqari 

“When the shell destroyed the 
HQWLUH�VHFRQG�ÀRRU��ZH�ZHUH�
KLGLQJ� RQ� WKH� ¿UVW� ÀRRU�´�
Mansur Al-Houthi recalls. 
On Monday morning at 

DURXQG������D�P��KLV�KRXVH�ZDV�KLW�E\�D�VWUD\�VKHOO��/LY-
LQJ�LQ�+DGGD�QHLJKERUKRRG��VRXWK�ZHVWHUQ�6DQD¶D��ZLWK�
KLV�QLQH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��$O�+RXWKL�VDLG�KH�IHOW�WUDSSHG�
DQG�H[SRVHG��:KLOH� LW�ZDV�QRW�VDIH�VWD\LQJ��KH� IHOW� WKDW�
OHDYLQJ�ZRXOG�SXW�KLV�IDPLO\�DW�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�ULVN��
7KRXJK� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ� FDPH� WR� D� KDOW�� UHVLGHQWV¶� IHDUV�

KDYH� KDUGO\� VXEVLGHG�� ³:H� GLG� QRW� IHHO� VDIH� XQWLO� WKH�
QLJKW��ZKHQ� WKH�FODVKHV� VWRSSHG��%XW�HYHQ�QRZ��ZH� UH-
PDLQ�VFDUHG�DQG�DUH�WKLQNLQJ�RI�PRYLQJ�WR�DQ�DUHD�WKDW�
LV�VDIH�´
,QWHQVH�¿JKWLQJ�EURNH�RXW�LQ�<HPHQ¶V�FDSLWDO�RQ�0RQ-

GD\�PRUQLQJ�DURXQG������D�P��+HDY\�DUWLOOHU\�DQG�JXQ-
¿UH�FRXOG�EH�KHDUG�XQWLO�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ��ZLWK�LQWHQVH�¿UH�
EHLQJ� H[FKDQJHG� EHWZHHQ� JRYHUQPHQW� VHFXULW\� IRUFHV�
DQG� WKH�+RXWKLV��&ODVKHV� LQ�6DQD¶D¶V� UHVLGHQWLDO�QHLJK-
ERUKRRGV�LQHYLWDEO\�D̆HFWHG�FLYLOLDQV��GHVWUR\LQJ�KRXVHV�
DQG�FDXVLQJ�D�KLJK�QXPEHU�RI�FDVXDOWLHV�
7KH� GHSXW\� HPHUJHQF\� PDQDJHU� DW� WKH� 0LQLVWU\� RI�

+HDOWK��*KD]L�,VPDHO��WROG�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�RQ�:HGQHV-
GD\�DIWHUQRRQ�WKDW����ZHUH�NLOOHG�DQG����LQMXUHG�LQ�0RQ-
GD\¶V�FODVKHV�
$�VRXUFH�LQ�WKH�5HFRUGV�'HSDUWPHQW�DW�WKH�3ROLFH�+RV-

SLWDO� VDLG� WKDW� WZR� LQMXUHG�SHRSOH� UHDFKHG� WKH�+RVSLWDO�
RQ�0RQGD\��DQG�WKDW�RWKHU�FDVXDOWLHV�ZHUH�GHOLYHUHG�WR�
$O�7KDZUD�+RVSLWDO��$O�-XPKXUL\\D�+RVSLWDO��DQG�RWKHU�
SULYDWH�KRVSLWDOV�LQ�WKH�FLW\��,QDV�$O�6KDUTL��DQ�HPSOR\HH�
RI� WKH� (PHUJHQF\� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� $O�7KDZUD� KRVSLWDO��
VDLG� WKDW� WKUHH� GHFHDVHG� DQG� ��� LQMXUHG� <HPHQLV� ZHUH�
GHOLYHUHG�RQ�0RQGD\�
6DUD� $O]DZTDUL�� PDQDJHU� RI� WKH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� UDGLR�

VWDWLRQ� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� OLYHV� LQ� $O�0DTDOHK�0DUNHW� FORVH� WR�
WKH�3UHVLGHQWLDO�3DODFH�ZKHUH�¿JKWLQJ� WRRN�SODFH�� ³2XU�
KRXVH�ZDV�VKDNHQ�E\�WKH�VKHOOV��EXW�ZH�FRXOG�QRW�OHDYH��
,QVWHDG��ZH�WULHG�WR�PRYH�IURP�RQH�URRP�WR�DQRWKHU�WR�
WU\�WR�SURWHFW�RXUVHOYHV�IURP�WKH�VKHOOLQJ�´
³%\������S�P���D�VKHOO�KLW�WKH�KRXVH�QH[W�WR�XV�DQG�SLHF-

HV�RI�FHPHQW�IHOO�LQ�RXU�\DUG��ZKLFK�RQO\�PDGH�XV�PRUH�
VFDUHG�� HVSHFLDOO\� EHFDXVH� WKH� VRXQG� RI� VKRRWLQJ� FDPH�
FORVHU�´�$O]DZTDUL�UHFDOOV��
$EHHU�$O�6R¿��D�UHVLGHQW�OLYLQJ�RQ�6RFRWUD�6WUHHW�QHDU�

WR� WKH� &XOWXUH� 5RXQGDERXW� LQ� 6RFRWUD� QHLJKERUKRRG��
VKDUHG�WKH�VDPH�H[SHULHQFH�DV�$O]DZTDUL�DQG�$O�+RXWKL��
³)URP�0RQGD\�PRUQLQJ� XQWLO� �� S�P��ZH� KHDUG� EXOOHWV�
KLWWLQJ� RXU� KRXVH�´� KH� VDLG�� ³:H� JDWKHUHG� RQ� WKH� ¿UVW�
ÀRRU��EXW�ZH�FRXOG�QRW�OHDYH�WKH�KRXVH�GXH�WR�WKH�RQJR-
LQJ�¿JKWLQJ�´
$W� DURXQG� �� S�P��� D� VKHOO� KLW� WKH� KRXVH� RI� $O�6R¿¶V�

QHLJKERU��PDNLQJ�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�HYHQ�PRUH�
DSSDUHQW�DQG�SDQLFNLQJ�$O�6R¿�DQG�KLV�IDPLO\��
$O�.KDOLO� ,EUDKLP�0RVTXH�� ZKLFK� LV� DOVR� QHDU� WR� $O�

6R¿¶V�KRXVH��ZDV��KLW�E\�D�VWUD\�VKHOO�WRR��VHH�PDS��
$�+RXWKL�¿JKWHU� VWDWLRQHG�DW�0LVEDKL� URXQGDERXW� LQ�

6DQD¶D¶V� +DGGD� QHLJKERUKRRG²ZKLFK� HQGXUHG� RYHU�
VHYHQ�KRXUV�RI�¿HUFH�¿JKWLQJ²VHHPHG�XQLPSUHVVHG�E\�
WKHVH� SHUVRQDO� WUDJHGLHV�� &DOOLQJ� KLPVHOI� ³$EX� $OL�´� KH�
EOXQWO\�GHFODUHG��³&LYLOLDQ�FDVXDOWLHV�DUH�SDUW�RI�DQ\�ZDU�´�
³,�¿JKW�EHFDXVH�P\�OHDGHUV�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�HUDGLFDWH�WKH�

FRUUXSWLRQ� LQ� WKLV�FRXQWU\�DQG�VSUHDG� MXVWLFH�´�KH�VDLG��
*LYHQ�WKH�+RXWKLV¶�LQWHUQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�VWUXFWXUH��KH�
DGGHG��LW�LV�QRW�XS�WR�KLP�WR�TXHVWLRQ�KLV�OHDGHUV¶�RUGHU�
WR�¿JKW²HYHQ�LI�LW�LV�LQ�D�UHVLGHQWLDO�QHLJKERUKRRG��³,�DP�
D�¿JKWHU�DQG�LW�LV�D�QDWLRQDO�GXW\�WR�¿JKW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UH-
JDLQ�MXVWLFH�´�KH�PDGH�FOHDU��³:H�ZDQW�HTXDOLW\�EHWZHHQ�
SHRSOH�IURP�GL̆HUHQW�FODVVHV�´
³:H�VWDUWHG�¿JKWLQJ�ZKHQ�ZH�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKH�JRYHUQ-

PHQW�GRHVQ¶W�FDUH�IRU�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��7KH\�FXW�IXHO�VXE-
VLGLHV��ZKLFK�D̆HFW�RUGLQDU\�FLWL]HQV��ZKLOH�WKHUH�DUH�RWK-
HUV�ZKR�VWHDO�PLOOLRQV�DQG�QR�RQH�SXQLVKHV�WKHP�´�$EX�
$OL�H[SODLQV�
0RKDPPDG�$O�%XNKDLWL��D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�+RXWKL�3R-

OLWLFDO�2̇FH�LQ�6DQD¶D��SRUWUD\HG�WKH�¿JKWLQJ�E\�+RXWKLV�
DV�DQ�DFW�RI�VHOI�GHIHQVH��UHJUHWWLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FDVXDO-
WLHV�FDXVHG��³:H�GR�QRW�SUHIHU�WR�¿JKW�DQ\RQH��ZKHWKHU�
LQVLGH�RU�RXWVLGH�WKH�FDSLWDO�FLW\�´
0RKDPPDG�+L]DP�� WKH�GHSXW\� UHODWLRQV�PDQDJHU� LQ�

WKH�,QWHULRU�0LQLVWU\��VDLG�KH�FRXOG�QRW�VSHDN�DERXW�0RQ-
GD\¶V�HYHQWV�DQG�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�DQ\�GHWDLOV��:KLOH�
+RXWKLV�VHHP�WR�EH�VWDWLRQHG�HYHU\ZKHUH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
FDSLWDO�FLW\��VROGLHUV�DUH�UDUHO\�VHHQ�
7KH�LPSDFW�RI�0RQGD\¶V�FODVKHV�JRHV�EH\RQG�GHVWUXF-

WLRQ� DQG� FDVXDOWLHV�� FDXVLQJ� SURORQJHG� GLVUXSWLRQV� WR�
HYHU\GD\� OLIH� LQ� <HPHQ¶V� FDSLWDO�� $O�'DLODPL� 6FKRRO� LQ�
+DGGD�QHLJKERUKRRG�FORVHG�GRZQ�RQ�0RQGD\�DQG�ZLOO�
UHPDLQ� FORVHG� XQWLO� )HE�� ��� $� VLJQ� RQ� LWV� ORFNHG�GRZQ�
JDWHV� UHDGV�� ³([DPLQDWLRQV� RI� $O�'DLODPL� 6FKRRO� DUH�
SRVWSRQHG�XQWLO����������GXH�WR�WKH�VHFXULW\�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�
WKH�FDSLWDO�FLW\�´
$O�'DLODPL� 6FKRRO� LV� QRW� DORQH�� 7KH� (GXFDWLRQDO�2I-

¿FH�LQ�WKH�FDSLWDO�FLW\�DQQRXQFHG�RQ�0RQGD\�WKDW�XQWLO�
)HE���²WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�QH[W�VHPHVWHU²VFKRROV�ZLOO�
EH� FORVHG� LQ�6DQD¶D¶V�$O�6DEDHHQ�GLVWULFW�� LQFOXGLQJ�6D-
EDHHQ��+DGGD��$O�6D¿D�DQG�RWKHU�QHLJKERUKRRGV��
7KH�VSRNHVSHUVRQ�RI�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��,VPDHO�

=DLGDQ��WROG�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�RQ�:HGQHVGD\�WKH�PLQLV-
WU\�WRRN�WKLV�VWHS�DV�SUHFDXWLRQDU\�PHDVXUH�
=DLGDQ� H[SODLQHG� WKDW� WKH� ODFN� RI� FODVVHV� LV� DFWXDOO\�

OLPLWHG�VLQFH�KROLGD\V�EHJDQ�RQ�-DQ�����DQG�ZLOO�ODVW�XQWLO�
)HE������
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Fighting disrupts everyday life in Sana’a
5HVLGHQWV�UHSRUW�ZDU�OLNH�VFHQDULRV�GXULQJ�WZR�GD\V�RI�WXUPRLO�LQ�<HPHQ¶V�FDSLWDO

$UHDV�PDUNHG�LQ�UHG�GHQRWH�FODVKHV�WKDW�WRRN�SODFH�RQ�0RQGD\��ZKLOH�EOXH�GHQRWHV�¿JKWLQJ�WKDW�WRRN�SODFH�7XHVGD\��

)LJKWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�+RXWKLV�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�WURRSV�RQ�0RQGD\�DQG�7XHVGD\�OHIW�UHVLGHQWV�LQ�IHDU�DQG�D�QXPEHU�RI�EXLOGLQJV�GHVWUR\HG�
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Ahlam Mohsen

“To make Yemen 
a good world 

citizen.“ 

YT vision 
statement

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
 (1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

What 
happens 

in Marib?

I n his speech Tuesday 
evening, Abdulmalik Al-
Houthi informed the coun-
try he was not removing 
Hadi from power—for 

now. The clashes, he said, were a 
warning. Al-Houthi then laid out 
four demands. If Hadi does not 
move forward with these demands, 
Al-Houthi has warned that all op-
tions are on the table. 

One of his demands is that Hadi 
secure Marib, which harbors Al-
Qaeda. One thing this week’s activi-
ties have demonstrated is that Hadi 
has little control over the military 
and that his forces have been un-
DEOH� WR� IHQG�R̆�¿JKWHUV� IURP�HYHQ�
the presidential residence and the 
Presidential Palace. How can Hadi 
clear Marib of Al-Qaeda and get a 
grip on the pipeline and electricity 
sabotages if he can not secure his 
own residence? He can not. This 
was less a demand on Al-Houthi’s 
part than it was an acknowledg-
ment that the Houthis will likely 
enter Marib. The consequences of 
such an action should frighten us 
all.

The Houthis entered Rada’a in 
WKH�IDOO�LQ�DQ�H̆RUW�WR�FOHDU�WKH�GLV-
trict of Al-Qaeda, and declared it 
Al-Qaeda free—taking journalists 
WR�WKH�DUHD�WR�VKRZ�R̆�WKHLU�YLFWR-
ry. A recent car bomb left 16 school 
girls dead. Blow-back reached the 
capital, where an increasing num-
ber of IEDs, car bombs, and suicide 
bombings have left dozens dead. 
The targeting of Islahi institutions 
and individuals, as well as the re-
cent displays of power masquerad-
ing as religious expression, have 
been a recruiting tool for Al-Qaeda.

Expect far more blow-back 
should the Houthis enter Marib. 
Does Marib have any options in 
front of it, or is it resigned to sit-
EDFN� XQWLO� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ� FRPHV� WR�
the governorate? Are there terms 
for peace that can be realistically 
achieved?

The authorities in Marib can wait 
for what seems to be the inevitable 
and begin negotiations once the 
Houthis enter the governorate and 
¿JKWLQJ�VWDUWV��RU�WKH\�FDQ�VHQG�DQ�
envoy to Sana’a to lead negotia-
tions with our de-facto president, 
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi. 
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R aif Badawi, a Saudi blogger 
and the founder of an on-
line liberal debating forum, 
has become the most recent 
victim of the unjust Saudi 

justice system and the contradictions, one 
might say hypocrisy, of the Saudi monar-
chy.

In May 2014 Badawi was sentenced to 
ten years in prison and 1,000 lashes to be 
DGPLQLVWHUHG����DW�D�WLPH��7KH�¿UVW����ZHUH�
administered on Jan. 9. Just 24 hours later 
a Saudi delegation joined the march in the 
Place de la Republique in Paris in support 
of freedom of speech following the Charlie 
Hebdo massacre.

Badawi was sentenced for allegedly in-
sulting religion on his censored liberal 
forum, which Saudi commentators, both 
DQRQ\PRXV�DQG�LGHQWL¿HG��XVHG�DV�D�IRUXP�
for discussion, short commentaries—and 
mostly rants—about the strict religious 
controls over their personal freedoms, the 
assault on their human rights and restric-
tions on freedom of speech in Saudi Ara-
bia.

Badawi’s blog hosted campaigns to sup-
port introducing a legal age for marriage 
(especially for girls) and campaigns in fa-
vor of allowing women to drive, while there 
was also much discussion of sexual harass-
ment cases and abuse in public spaces 
were often discussed. It was anything but 
one-sided: Both advocates and opponents 
of Islam and Islamic law frequently voiced 
opposing opinions.

On more than one occasion, the blog has 
been used as a satirical platform to ridi-
cule strange fatwas and religious opinions 
from famous Saudi scholars—for example 
the opinion that driving is detrimental to 
women’s ovaries.

religious police
One of the main concern of the site’s us-
ers has been the so-called “religious po-
lice”—the Commission for the Promotion 
of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice. These 
government-appointed moral vigilantes 
parade the streets in luxurious white four-
wheel drives in search of immorality, en-
forcing gender separation laws, making 
sure that all shops are closed during prayer 
times and that men and women dress mod-
estly at all times (not to mention tracking 
down illicit brewing or consumption of al-
cohol and, of course, prostitution).

There seems to be no end to the number 
of ways one can fall foul of the religious 
SROLFH²WKH�QXPEHU�DQG�UDQJH�RI�R̆HQFHV�
is constantly expanding, and now includes 
tweeting “subversive” and politically chal-
lenging statements, communicating with 
foreign media and making unauthorized 
visits to embassies in Riyadh among many 
RWKHU�³R̆HQFHV�´

personal freedoms
Although Badawi’s blog carries the name 
“liberal,” one must not jump to conclu-
sions. This is not liberalism as it is histori-
cally understood in the West—you won’t 
¿QG� DQ\� FDOOV� IRU� UHYROXWLRQDU\� SROLWLFDO�
change in favor of representative govern-
ment or elections. He has been mainly 
concerned with the denial of personal free-
doms and the excess of religious interven-
tions by government and Saudi Arabia’s 
over-privileged clergy.

For example Badawi once praised a 
member of the royal family—who was gov-
ernor of Mecca at the time—as enlightened 
because of his calls for restricting the pow-
er of the religious police and in favor of al-
lowing women to drive. Of course, it didn’t 
stop his arrest and imprisonment.

In the eyes of the Saudi judiciary, 
Badawi’s main crime is to call for the sepa-
ration of religion and state, a kind of secu-
larism that he admires in other countries 
and believes to be the only solution to pro-

tect freedoms in Saudi Arabia.
But Badawi’s quest for secularism got 

him in trouble with the Wahhabi conser-
vative constituency in Saudi Arabia, which 
controls the judiciary. As preachers and 
judges, they have a monopoly over inter-
preting Islam and passing arbitrary sen-
tences. The sharia (Islamic law) has yet to 
EH�FRGL¿HG� LQ�6DXGL�$UDELD�DQG� LWV�DSSOL-
cation is subject to the opinion of judges 
who do not accept the pluralism of Islamic 
jurisprudence or a diversity of legal inter-
pretations.

A worrying precedent
It must be said that the 1,000 lashes in-
cluded with Badawi’s ten-year jail sentence 
are so unusual and have no precedence in 
the Islamic tradition—previously the num-
ber of lashes has never exceeded 100. So it 
must be a vindictive judge who settled on 
this excessive number.

Given that Saudi judges are appointed 
by the Ministry of Interior—which is also 
responsible for security and anti-terrorism 
H̆RUWV�� WKH\�KDYH�EHFRPH�WKH�DUP�RI� WKLV�
ministry that wants to silence dissent, sti-
ÀH� KXPDQ� ULJKW� DFWLYLVWV� DQG� FULPLQDOL]H�
any activity that challenges the absolute 
monarchy.

The regime appeases those important 
judges by allowing them a free hand when 
dealing with cases of religious dissent. 
They surely do not want to see Badawi’s 
dream of secularism come true—this 
would mean they would lose their privi-
leges and control over society.

Unfortunately, Badawi’s case may have 
set a precedent for the handing down 
of harsh sentences for prisoners of con-
science. The Saudi regime remains im-
mune from international pressure, as its 
allies—mainly Western governments—are 
afraid to rock the boat with their loyal 
friends in Riyadh.

This is, of course, simply realpolitik on 
the part of the West; Saudi Arabia still con-
trols huge quantities of oil and is a good 

business partner. There is never any con-
cern about unpleasantness or corruption 
scandals erupting. In the past, investiga-
tions of corruption, for example the infa-
mous Al-Yamama arms deal between Sau-
di Arabia and BAE, were halted by Tony 
%ODLU�ZKHQ� WKH�8.¶V�6HULRXV�)UDXG�2̇FH�
was about to expose dodgy bribes paid to 
Saudi princes to secure the deal.

Human rights in Saudi Arabia are truly 
not on the foreign policy agenda of most 
Western governments.

Divine law?
Raif’s ordeal can only be stopped by royal 
decree. But with the ageing king still in 
hospital recovering from pneumonia, the 
Saudi royal family busily trying to sort 
out, in secret, the vexed issue of the suc-
cession—and terrorism raging to the north 
and south of the country in Syria, Iraq and 
Yemen, the blogger is unfortunately left 
without support or hope.

There are thousands of prisoners of con-
science in a country like Saudi Arabia who 
PD\�OLQJHU�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�GHFDGHV��VX̆HULQJ�
WRUWXUH�VXFK�DV�ODVKLQJ�DQG�ÀRJJLQJ��7KHLU�
cases are kept alive by international hu-
man rights organizations but are greeted 
with a deafening silence by the rest of the 
world.

The Saudis can no longer hide behind 
their claim that they are simply abiding by 
divine law and applying sharia on earth. 
They must be told that their interpreta-
tions of the law fall short of the aspirations 
of many Muslims. Someone must point out 
to them that religious texts may be revered 
and considered sacred, but religious schol-
ars who claim to act on behalf of god are 
not.

Badawi is innocent as he has not com-
mitted a crime even within a narrow inter-
pretation of Islamic law. This punishment 
is an abomination and the international 
community must do all it can to bring 
pressure on its Saudi ally to stop it. But 
don’t hold your breath.

Craig Browne
Muftah.org
First published Jan. 15

On the evening of December 
13, 2014, a 240 meter-long 
drillship drifted through the 
night and into Western Sa-
haran waters. Despite its size 

and long-awaited arrival, the hulking vessel 
went relatively unnoticed. With the ability 
WR�EXUURZ�WKURXJK�WKH�VHD�ÀRRU�DW�D�GHSWK�RI�
over 12 kilometers, it took up residence ap-
proximately 70 kilometers from the shore 
of Western Sahara. Known as Africa’s last 
colony, the territory of Western Sahara is 
claimed by Morocco while the indigenous 
Sahrawi population and the United Nations 
recognize the area as independent.

The vessel—the Atwood Achiever—is a 
$600 million drillship operated by Kosmos 
Energy, a Texas-based oil and gas explora-
tion and production company. With this 
move, Kosmos hoped to attract billions of 
dollars in foreign investment and jobs to 
Morocco. Kosmos states on its website that 
it has been “working with the Kingdom of 
Morocco with the objective being to ensure 
that if commercial deposits were to be dis-
FRYHUHG� LQ� R̆VKRUH�:HVWHUQ� 6DKDUD�� WKH\�
could be developed in a manner that both 
UHÀHFWV� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� EHVW� SUDFWLFHV� RQ� UH-

source management and transparency as 
well as complies with international law (in-
cluding the 2002 UN opinion).” 

Three questions stand out here. Why is 
Kosmos dealing with the Moroccan govern-
ment if it is drilling in Western Saharan wa-
ter, given the territory’s disputed nature? 
Why is Kosmos so concerned about inter-
national law? And what is the 2002 UN 
opinion exactly?

Big Business and Human rights
,Q� ������ WKH� 81¶V� WRS� OHJDO� ṘFHU�� +DQV�
Corell, determined that if “further explora-
tion and exploitation activities were to pro-
ceed without respect to the interests and 
wishes of the people of Western Sahara, 
the contracts would be in violation of the 
international legal principles dealing with 
non-self-governing territories.” Corell was 
responding to seismic testing carried out 
by oil companies Kerr-McGee and Total-
FinaElf, in their ultimately aborted search 
for hydrocarbons in the area. This is the 
2002 UN opinion that Kosmos was refer-
encing.

When news that the Atwood Achiever was 
KHDGLQJ� WR� :HVWHUQ� 6DKDUDQ� ZDWHUV� ¿UVW�
came to light, several leading Sahrawi activ-
ists penned a letter to the CEO of Kosmos, 
Andrew Inglis. In it, they asked Kosmos to 
withdraw its plans for drilling. These activ-

LVWV�EHOLHYHG� WKHVH�H̆RUWV�ZRXOG�RQO\�EHQ-
H¿W� ³WKH� SHRSOH� WKDW� DUH� XQGHUPLQLQJ� RXU�
rights; the king of Morocco, the Moroccan 
government in Rabat and the Moroccan 
settlers in our homeland.” These concerns 
HFKR�WKH�ṘFLDO�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�
of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic 
(SADR), the Sahrawi authority currently in 
control of approximately one quarter of the 
territory of Western Sahara.

Activists and others have claimed that 
protests against Kosmos’s actions in West-
ern Saharan waters have been met with 
violence from Moroccan authorities. Since 
Kosmos has declared its interest in promot-
ing human rights, it would seem logical to 
conclude that the company would abhor 
people being beaten for expressing displea-
sure with its operations. Indeed, the Mo-
roccan government regularly responds with 
disproportionate force and violence against 
peaceful demonstrations in the Western Sa-
hara.

The Voiceless Sahrawis
On Nov. 12, 2014, Reg Manhas, Kosmos’ 
6HQLRU�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW� IRU�([WHUQDO�$̆DLUV��
replied to the activists’ letter. Manhas said 
WKDW�.RVPRV�KDG�PHW�ZLWK�HOHFWHG�ṘFLDOV��
business leaders, tribal leaders, and rep-
resentatives from civil society organiza-
WLRQV��WKH�WRXULVP�LQGXVWU\��DQG�WKH�¿VKLQJ�

community in order to present Kosmos’ 
exploration project. He added that these 
meetings were attended mostly by Sah-
rawis. Manhas therefore implies that most 
Sahrawis are supportive of this project. Yet 
Manhas’s statement neglected the compli-
FDWHG�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�6DKDUD�FRQÀLFW�

Since the Green March took place in 
1975, the Moroccan King and government 
have encouraged an increasing number of 
Moroccans to move into Western Sahara. 
Through incentives, such as tax breaks and 
appeals to nationalist sentiments, Moroc-
can authorities have engineered a new re-
ality on the ground: Moroccan settlers out-
number indigenous Sahrawis by a ratio of 
at least 2:1. This is settler colonialism at its 
¿QHVW�

In order to provide a lasting, equitable 
solution to the issue, a referendum has 
been touted to take place at various times 
during the past 40 years. This could either 
recognize Sahrawi self-rule or Moroccan 
sovereignty over Western Sahara. How-
ever, the overwhelming presence of settlers 
makes the possibility of a fair referendum 
on independence essentially impossible, 
whichever way Sahrawis vote. They also 
raise serious questions about who Kosmos 
has been meeting with.

Continued on the back page

A thousand lashes for raif Badawi, while the 
West stays silent on Saudi human rights

Energy company drills through human rights 
in the Western Sahara
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M
ostly known for 

its old city—which 

has been listed as 

a UNESCO world 

heritage site since 

1986—Yemen’s capital has wit-

nessed unprecedented urbanization 

trends over recent decades that have 

restructured the city along territo-

rial and social lines. 

Little is known about the organi-

zation of Yemen’s capital, apart from 

its old city center, its history, souqs, 

traditional tower-shaped houses, 

and ancient buildings like its Grande 

Mosque—built, it is said, during the 

life of the Prophet. 

1970-2000: Three decades of 
urban explosion
Even though Sana’a constitutes one 

RI� WKH� YHU\� ¿UVW� XUEDQ� FHQWHUV� LQ�
the Arabian Peninsula, the city re-

mained a small town until the end of 

the 20th century. 

During Yemen’s Imamate (898-

1962) the development and di-

YHUVL¿FDWLRQ� RI� 6DQD¶D¶V� HFRQRPLF�
and cultural functions progressed 

slowly. At the time, the pattern of 

Sana’a’s growth followed that of 

other Arab-Islamic cities: An ex-

panding of the souq, a re-centering 

of the city around its main mosque, 

and the emergence of culturally seg-

regated neighborhoods. Sana’a’s 

Turkish neighborhood, Bir Al-Azab, 

HPHUJHG� GXULQJ� WKH� ¿UVW� 2WWRPDQ�
occupation in the 16th century, and 

was long preserved as a place of lei-

sure for the imams, while the city’s 

Jewish neighborhood, Qa Al-Yahud, 

emerged in the 18th century.

Today Sana’a’s development is be-

ing shaped by growing demographic 

pressure, a rapid spread of new 

buildings, and the resulting inten-

VLW\�RI�WUḊF�ÀRZV��,WV�XUEDQ�OD\RXW�
is the product of the 1962 revolution, 

a phase of economic prosperity and 

sustained commercial activity that 

followed, and increasing rural-ur-

ban migration.

Prior to the 1962 revolution, tribal 

law forbid farmers with land extend-

ing to the old city walls from selling 

any land to urban dwellers. This ex-

plains why Sana’a could not spread 

beyond its traditional borders until 

1962. It also explains the intensity of 

the “urban explosion” that followed 

the revolution. 

Early urbanization was marked 

by attempts to modernize the city’s 

infrastructure. A Chinese com-

pany funded the building of the 

Hodeida-Sana’a road, completed in 

1961, which remains a major high-

way today, connecting Sana’a with 

Hodeida city. The road’s construc-

tion symbolized the beginning of 

the country’s automobile era and 

constitutes the starting point of the 

city’s extension towards the west 

(Al-Zubayri Street). The end of the 

1960s also witnessed the creation 

of Tahrir Square (Freedom Square), 

UHJDUGHG�DV�WKH�¿UVW�SODQQHG�GHYHO-
opment project in Yemen. 

Tahrir Square was thought by 

many to symbolize the control of 

the republican government over the 

FLW\�� 7KH� ODUJH� VTXDUH� DOVR� UHÀHFWV�
(J\SWLDQ� LQÀXHQFH� RQ� WKH� <HPHQL�
development process: The construc-

tion plans of Tahrir Square were de-

signed by engineers and architects 

from Cairo, who aimed to provide 

Sana’a with a central business dis-

trict.

Following its construction, a great 

QXPEHU� RI� PLQLVWHULDO� DQG� ¿QDQ-

cial institutions, as well as shops, 

were eager to settle close to Sana’a’s 

new city center, which in their eyes 

symbolized modernity and Yemen’s 

turn toward Egypt, a leading eco-

nomic power in the Arabic world 

at the time. As a result, Al-Mughni 

and Jamil Street, which surround 

the square, were densely populated 

with administrative and commer-

cial institutions, and Tahrir Square 

quickly took on the role of a versatile 

economic center—a role that older 

DUHDV�ZHUH�QR�ORQJHU�DEOH�WR�IXO¿OO��

With the ending of civil war in 

1969, the city began developing at a 

higher rate. At the time, the new re-

publican regime was supporting and 

facilitating the emigration of Yemeni 

workers to economically booming 

Gulf countries. Having been em-

ployed as workers at large Saudi, 

Emirati, and Kuwaiti construction 

sites, many Yemenis started up a 

number of businesses upon their 

return to Yemen. The country was 

then enjoying an era of relative eco-

nomic prosperity, which was to last 

over ten years. In Sana’a, most of the 

FDSLWDO�SURYLGHG�E\�UHWXUQHHV�ÀRZHG�
into the construction sector, trigger-

ing an unprecedented boom in the 

city’s urban economy. Construction 

materials, carpenters, locksmiths, 

electricity, imported machinery, and 

other industries and products were 

required to sustain the city’s devel-

opment.

The urban growth of the 1980s 

was stimulated by waves of newly 

returning Yemenis, a government 

WKDW�ZDV�NHHQ�WR�ḊUP�LWV�UROH�DV�D�
modernizing force, and the diver-

VL¿FDWLRQ� RI� FRPPHUFLDO� DFWLYLWLHV��
including the expansion and multi-

plication of souqs, the development 

of retail businesses, and the emer-

gence of small and large supermar-

kets. After building Dayiri Street in 

the 1970s, the municipal authorities 

created a new ring road towards the 

end of the 1980s, Al-Siteen Street, 

which added a concentric struc-

ture to Sana’a. The road quickly 

improved the situation of new pe-

ripheral neighborhoods, while en-

couraging the creation of others. In 

addition to the west, urbanization—

which is blocked on the east by the 

Nuqum Mountain—spread south-

ward, mainly along Taiz Road, and 

northward.

During the 1990s, Sana’a’s urban 

explosion, which experienced a jump 

from 140,000 inhabitants in 1975 to 

almost one million in 1994, was am-

SOL¿HG�E\�LQFUHDVLQJ�UXUDO�XUEDQ�PL-
gration trends. Initially, a high num-

ber of Yemeni emigrants—between 

500,000 and one million according 

to estimates at the time—were ex-

pelled from Saudi Arabia during the 

Gulf war. The eviction was politically 

motivated, with the Saudi kingdom 

opposing former President Saleh’s 

pro-Iraqi position. After a quick re-

turn to their villages, Yemeni return-

ees joined the rural exodus which 

had set in a few years prior to their 

homecoming, and moved to nearby 

cities. Domestic migrants mostly 

settled down in informal settle-

ments on  Sana’a’s outskirts. More-

RYHU��WKH�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�1RUWK�DQG�
South Yemen in 1990 added new 

importance to Sana’a as a politi-

cal and administrative center. The 

unique capital soon attracted people 

from the former South, mainly from 

$GHQ�� %HWWHU�R̆� WKDQ� WKH� SHRSOH�
who had migrated to the city earlier, 

southerners settled down in wealth-

ier suburban neighborhoods located 

around Hadda Street.

Moving centralities
Nowadays, Sana’a’s population is 

YHU\� OLNHO\� WR� H[FHHG� ṘFLDO� ¿JXUHV�

put forth by the Yemeni gov-

ernment, which estimates 

the number of the capital’s 

inhabitants at two million. 

While not included in gov-

ernment estimates, some of 

the neighborhoods that had 

emerged in the course of the 

city’s urbanization process 

seem to have real economic 

potential, while also constituting key 

spaces for social life. The formation 

of these new “centralities” suggests a 

rethinking of center-periphery rela-

tions in Sana’a.

Sana’a’s old city is being aban-

doned by its old elites, who are 

increasingly attracted to new resi-

dential areas located in the city’s pe-

riphery. At the same time, the city’s 

central souq, Souq al-Milh, is losing 

its place in Yemen’s modern market 

economy—its roads are too narrow, 

its buildings dilapidated, and its 

caravanserais have long been aban-

doned. 

Tahrir Square, while remaining 

the core of intra-urban connec-

tions, has lost much of its economic 

importance, with many specialized 

shops, businesses, and services 

having moved elsewhere. Despite 

H̆RUWV�WR�SURPRWH�LWV�V\PEROLF�FHQ-

trality, including the development of 

a small park, public authorities have 

not managed to slow the decreasing 

importance of this “old modern cen-

ter.” 

Today, Hasaba in the north, Shu-

maila in the South, and Hayil in the 

west constitute Sana’a’s three new 

urban centers. They all enjoy intense 

trade activities, dynamic souqs, and 

reliable public transportation, and 

play a double role in the construc-

tion of greater Sana’a: They serve 

as a bridge between the city center 

and the wider Sana’a basin and are 

developing links of interdependence 

with the new peripheral neighbor-

hoods.

Preserving without planning: 
The limits of public authorities
The emergence of Sana’a’s polycen-

tric structure was never planned by 

public authorities, who are more 

concerned with the preservation of 

the old city center. Prior to 2011, 

the protection of historical sites as a 

“showcase,” and the preservation of 

the old city’s small economic impact 

in the areas of tourism and craft, 

seemed reason enough to emphasize 

the old city over challenges that lie 

in the social and political regulation 

of extra-mural peripheral areas.

To this day, urban and commercial 

regulations are barely in existence. 

Public authorities seem to engage in 

“catching up” strategies—including 

the posterior legalization of infor-

mal settlements and the slow expan-

sion of public services—and brand-

ing strategies, such as the building 

of the Saleh Mosque in Hadda. 

Identity hybridizations
The exceptional growth of Sana’a 

has unsettled its former social or-

der, which used to be shaped by 

the city’s urban elite and its general 

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� EHLQJ� ³GL̆HUHQW�
from” the tribal world. Among these 

FKDQJHV� LV� WKH� FRQVWDQW� LQÀX[� RI�
tribal populations, many of whom 

come to the capital in hopes of mak-

ing a fortune through the qat trade. 

The urbanization process itself has 

also involved an increasing num-

ber of merchants and craftsmen of 

a “lower social status” coming from 

the countryside to Sana’a. 

At the same time, a business-ori-

ented, educated, and increasingly 

“deculturized” urban bourgeoisie 

has emerged in wealthy neighbor-

hoods bordering Hadda Street, 

ZKLFK� UHÀHFWV� LQFUHDVLQJ� JOREDOL]D-

tion trends in the city.

If, as everywhere else, social in-

equalities are increasing in Sana’a, 

plural identities are likely to appear. 

They would be the result of a spon-

taneous accumulation and juxtapo-

sition of traditional urban spaces 

and localities that are impacted by a 

global urban modernity.

The peripheral spaces of Sana’a 

are creating an entirely novel iden-

tity mosaic, which is mostly the re-

sult of private initiatives and inhab-

itants’ own life-style choices. These 

spaces are announcing deep social 

changes, hastened by the revolution 

of 2011, which are likely to move be-

yond the Yemeni capital and spread 

elsewhere in the country. 

Dr. Roman Stadnicki is the head of 
the Urban Studies Department at 
the French sponsored research in-
stitute CEDEJ in Cairo. He earned a 
PhD in contemporary urbanization 
of Sana’a in 2009 from the Univer-
sity of Tours (France).

Sana’a: A hybrid city 

Old elites are abandoning the old city and are moving to newer residential areas of Sana’a like Hasaba, Hayil, and 
Shumaila.  
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Extensive rural-urban migration in the 1990s resulted in informal 
settlements on Sana’a’s outskirts that today constitute new “ur-
ban centralities” in Yemen’s capital.
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Story  by Ahlam Mohsen

Fi f t e e n - y e a r - o l d 
Iftu* left Ethiopia 
after his father was 
killed because he 
feared for his life. 

Hoping for a future without 
persecution, he headed to Ye-
men by boat.

2014 was the deadliest year 
on record for migrants and ref-
ugees making the journey to Ye-
men by sea. With 246 recorded 
deaths, this year saw more ca-
sualties than the previous four 
years combined, according to 
the UN Refugee Agency (UN-
HCR). 

The vast majority of those 
making the crossing are from 
Somalia and Ethiopia. The Ye-
meni government—the only 
signatory in the Arabian Pen-
insula to the 1951 Refugee 
Convention—grants automatic 

refugee status to So-
malis, in recognition 
of the more than two 
decades Somalia 
was at war.  

“The government 
of Yemen has dis-
played an extraor-
dinary generos-
ity towards Somalis, 
granting all of them 
prima facie refugee 
status because of 
WKH� FRQÀLFW� UDJLQJ�
in their country. But 
for Ethiopians the opposite is 
true,” according to a report pro-
duced by Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) on migrants and refu-
gees who reach Yemen’s shores.

Those attempting to make 
the journey often walk for days 
to reach ports in Somalia and 
Djibouti, according to Nick 
Stanton, a public information 
ṘFHU�ZLWK�81+&5���

“They pay around $300 to 
board a smuggler’s boat and 
cross the Gulf of Aden or Red 
Sea,” Stanton said. 

Those making the crossing 
frequently report mistreat-
ment, abuse, rape and torture. 
According to Stanton, “the 
increasingly cruel measures 
being adopted by smuggling 
rings seem to account for the 

increase in deaths at 
sea.”

According to HRW, 
many of these boats 
are crewed by “notori-
ously brutal smugglers 
who beat, rob, rape, 
and even murder their 
passengers.”

The boats are often 
overcrowded, and to 
prevent capsizing, pas-
sengers are ordered to 
sit still. 

“On almost every 
boat the story is the 
same—as the journey 
stretches on passen-
gers are compelled to 
stretch, stand up, or 
otherwise try to relieve 
the pain building up in 
their joints and limbs. 

The smugglers respond by beat-
ing those who move using rub-
ber whips, sticks, or their own 
¿VWV�DQG�IHHW��,Q�VRPH�FDVHV�GLV-
ruptive passengers are bound 
hand and foot or forced into the 
dank and airless cargo holds 
below deck,” according to the 
HRW report, Hostile Shores. 

“My nightmare began when 
I arrived in Obock, Djibouti. 
I met with the smuggler, who 
was to take me to Yemen. He 
took me to a place where I met 
others like me, traveling to Ye-
men. In total we were 57,” Iftu 
told UNHCR. “Among us were 
one woman and two children. 
Naively, I thought that the boat 
ZRXOG� EH� ELJ� HQRXJK� WR� ¿W� XV�
all. I was wrong.”

When the smuggler arrived 
with the boat, Iftu observed 
WKDW� LW�ZRXOG� RQO\� ¿W� ��� WR� ���
people. 

“The smuggler told us that we 
KDG�WR�VLW� LQ�D�VSHFL¿F�SRVLWLRQ�
to save space. We sat with our 
legs together towards our chest, 
and put all our weight on the 
tips of our feet. Some people 
found it hard, and the smuggler 
forced them to sit in that posi-
tion.”

“It was a nightmare that you 
can not wake up from, and it 
will never leave me,” he added.

Passengers often face the 
greatest danger when they are 
close to Yemen’s shores. 

According to HRW, in order 
to avoid capture by landing on 
beaches, smugglers often force 
passengers to jump into water 
far from shore. 

“But many cannot swim, or 
are simply too exhausted from 
their ordeal to stay above wa-
ter,” according to the rights 
group.

For Iftu, the engine of the 
boat he was on had failed in the 
middle of the sea, and he re-
turned to Djibouti’s shore for 
two days, where he stayed on 

a beach with no food or water. 
“The next day the smuggler 

came back with the same boat. 
He changed the engine, which 
had broken down in the middle 
of the sea. He shouted ‘come 
in if you want to go to Yemen,’ 
so I boarded and sat the same 
way as before. I was afraid that 
it would take us a long time to 
reach Yemen because my legs 
would not bear the pain of sit-
ting this way for a long time.” 

Luckily for Iftu, the trip only 
took two hours.
:KHQ� WKH\� ¿QDOO\� UHDFKHG�

shore, the smuggler shouted 
“you have to get out now!” 

“I jumped into the sea. Some 
people did not understand him 
and stayed on the boat. I saw 
the smuggler pushing people 
R̆�KLV�ERDW��ZKLFK� FDXVHG�RQH�
of the kids to almost drown in 
front of me. I freaked out. I did 
not know what to do. I simply 
froze. Thankfully, an elderly 
man went to help and carried 
the child to the shore. When I 
reached the shore I was very 
exhausted, but I was glad that I 
reached Yemen safely.

In 2014, 91,592 migrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers 
made it to Yemen’s shores. 
Of the 71,907 Ethiopians who 
departed for Yemen, 151 died 
making the journey. Of the 
19,640 Somalis who departed, 
93 died. Two people of other 
nationalities died making the 
trip in 2014.
7KLV�FRPSDUHV�WR�¿YH�SHRSOH�

in total who died making the 
trip in 2013 and 40 people in 
2012.

The most deadly point of 
departure this year was in Put-
land, Somalia, with 64 deaths, 
followed by 63 in Elayo, Soma-
lia. Obock, Djibouti, was the 
third most deadly point of de-
parture with 41 dead, according 
to UNHCR. 

The deadliest location in Ye-
men for deaths at sea was Bab 
$O�0DQGHE�R̆�RI�7DL]��ZLWK����
deaths, followed by the Gulf of 
Aden, with 64 deaths. 

The most common entry 
point was Lahj, with 37,209 
people in 2014, followed by 
Hadramout, with 26,347. 

*Not his real name

The next piece in the series will 
look at the obstacles migrants 
and refugees face once they 
reach Yemen’s shores and pro-
posed long-term solutions to 
mixed migration. 

Photos courtesy of UNHCR

Journey to Yemen:
A deadly year for migrants and refugees

In order to avoid being caught, smugglers often force the passengers 
overboard far from shore. Exhausted from the journey or unable to 
swim, some never make it to land.

Migrants arriving in Yemen by boat often report abuse, including rape and torture. The boats are usually 
packed way beyond normal capacity, and passengers are routinely beaten if they do not stay still. 

Arrivals to Yemen’s coast in 2014

This is a three-part series about the 
migrants and refugees who come to 
Yemen. Part one, published last week, 
focused on the conditions in countries 
RI� RULJLQ� WKDW� OHDG� SHRSOH� WR� ÀHH� WKHLU�
homes. Part two, below, focuses on the 
risky journey at sea migrants and refu-
gees make. Part three is about the ob-
stacles migrants and refugees face once 
reaching Yemen and proposed long-
term solutions. 
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M
uneer Asharby 
nearly didn’t go 
to work today. It 
wasn’t until af-
ter noon that he 

¿QDOO\� EUDYHG� WKH� ZDON�� (YHQ� VR��
he kept half of his hardware shop 
closed in case he needed to make a 
fast exit.

The day before a mortar shell 
ODQGHG� MXVW� LQ� IURQW� RI� KLV� VKRS�� LQ�
the southern part of the Yemeni 
capital Sana’a.

Asharby’s Bait Al-Abatan neigh-
borhood sits in the shadows of a hill 
now under control of the Houthi 
rebel group from northern Yemen. 
7KH\�KDG�EHHQ�EDWWOLQJ�ZLWK�JRYHUQ-
PHQW�IRUFHV�IRU�WZR�GD\V��ZLWK�ERWK�
sides showing little concern for the 
FLYLOLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�
³7KH\�>DUH@�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�WKH�FKDLU�´�

KH�VDLG��UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�SUHVLGHQW¶V�
seat.
0LG�DIWHUQRRQ�� WKH� JXQVKRWV�

DJDLQ� UDQJ� RXW� DFURVV� WKH� FLW\�� EXW�
this time the outcome was more 
GHFLVLYH��$IWHU�EULHI�FODVKHV��+RXWKL�
¿JKWHUV� KDG� VWRUPHG� WKH� SUHVL-
GHQWLDO� SDODFH� ZLWK� UHODWLYHO\� OLWWOH�
EORRGVKHG��6KRUWO\�DIWHU�� WKH�KRXVH�
of President Abdu Rabu Mansour 
Hadi came under attack. Had the 
³FKDLU´�EHHQ�WRSSOHG"�

It is not immediately clear if Hadi 
UHPDLQV� LQ� SRZHU�� EXW� WKH� $UDE¶V�
world’s poorest country has un-
doubtedly been again thrown into 
chaos.
6LQFH�ODWH�VXPPHU��WKH�+RXWKLV²

made up of predominately Zaidi 
6KLD� 0XVOLPV²KDYH� JUDGXDOO\� LQ-
FUHDVHG� WKHLU� LQÀXHQFH� DQG� UHDFK��
ZLWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�RWKHUV²LQFOXG-
LQJ�� DOOHJHGO\�� IRUPHU�3UHVLGHQW�$OL�
$EGXOODK� 6DOHK�� ZKR� ZDV� GHSRVHG�
in 2011 after popular protests. In 
6HSWHPEHU�� WKH\�FODLPHG�FRQWURO�RI�
PXFK�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO��LQLWLDOO\�VWUHVV-
ing they were not seeking to depose 
Hadi.
<HW�LQ�UHFHQW�GD\V�WKH\�KDYH�PDGH�

DQRWKHU� SRZHU� SOD\�� ZLWK� JRYHUQ-
ment forces pegged back by the 
well-armed militia.

“The Houthi strategy is to take 
RYHU�<HPHQ�VORZO\²VKRFN�DQG�WKHQ�

VWRS�� VKRFN� DQG� WKHQ� VWRS�´� VDLG�
)DUHD� $O�0XVOLPL�� YLVLWLQJ� VFKRODU�
DW�WKH�&DUQHJLH�0LGGOH�(DVW�&HQWHU�
7KH�+RXWKL�WDNHRYHU�FDPH�DIWHU�D�

ten-month National Dialogue Con-
ference (NDC) failed to produce a 
clear consensus on the future of the 
FRXQWU\�� 7KH� 1'&²D� SURGXFW� RI�
WKH� ����� UHYROXWLRQ²DLPHG� WR� SUH-
YHQW� WKH� VWDWH� IURP� IUDFWXULQJ� IXU-
ther. But Yemen has instead been 
increasingly embroiled in regional 
and sectarian polarization.

Al-Muslimi expects the Houthi 
WDNHRYHU� RI� WKH� SUHVLGHQWLDO� SDODFH�
WR� OHDG� WR�PRUH� YLROHQFH�� ,Q� UHFHQW�
PRQWKV�� $O�4DHGD� LQ� WKH� $UDELDQ�
3HQLQVXOD� �$4$3�²WKH� PLOLWDQW�
JURXS¶V�<HPHQL�IDFWLRQ²KDV�FDUULHG�
out a series of suicide bombings in 
6DQD¶D��DWWDFNLQJ�+RXWKL�WDUJHWV�

“It is worse than a [military] coup 
because it will increase the state of 
FKDRV�´�$O�0XVOLPL�VDLG�

Asked whether he thought Hadi 
FRXOG�UHPDLQ�LQ�SRZHU��KH�VDLG��³+H�
KDV�QRW�>EHHQ@�LQ�SRZHU��WKH�+RXWKLV�
DUH�LQ�SRZHU��7KH\�KDYH�MXVW�HQGHG�
KLV�V\PEROLF�SROLWLFDO�OHJLWLPDF\�´

Turning on each other
This is the latest chapter in the on-
JRLQJ� VWRU\� RI� <HPHQ¶V� XQUDYHOLQJ��
7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�DOLJQHG�WULEHV�
KDYH� EHHQ� EDWWOLQJ� WKH� +RXWKLV� LQ�
WKH�QRUWK�RQ�DQG�R̆�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�
D� GHFDGH�� $4$3� LV� DFWLYH� LQ� <H-
PHQ¶V� VRXWK�� SURYRNLQJ� UHJXODU�86�
drone strikes; a southern seces-
VLRQLVW�PRYHPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�JDLQLQJ�
strength; and after street clashes 
DQG�SROLWLFDO�PDQLSXODWLRQ��<HPHQ¶V�

YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ�OHG�WR�DQ�
XQVWDEOH� SROLWLFDO� WUDQVLWLRQ²QHY-
HU� FRPSOHWHG²WKDW� KDV� QRZ� EHHQ�
thrown into question.
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� 81� 2̇FH� IRU�

the Coordination of Humanitarian 
$̆DLUV��812&+$���FORVH�WR����PLO-
OLRQ� SHRSOH� LQ� <HPHQ²PRUH� WKDQ�
KDOI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ²ZLOO� QHHG� KX-
PDQLWDULDQ� DLG� LQ� ������ RI� ZKRP�
eight million are children.
0RUH� WKDQ���������<HPHQLV� DUH�

already displaced within the coun-
WU\�GXH�WR�SRFNHWV�RI�FRQÀLFW�LQ�ERWK�
the north and south.

Around the Nahdayn hills that 
RYHUVHH�WKH�SUHVLGHQWLDO�SDODFH��HYL-
dence of the more recent battles is 
FOHDU�� %XLOGLQJV� KLW� ZLWK� KHDY\� DU-
WLOOHU\�� RWKHUV� SRFNPDUNHG� E\� EXO-
OHW�KROHV��2QH�UHVLGHQW�SRLQWHG�WR�D�
gaping hole in his gate caused by the 
FURVV¿UH��
³(YHU\RQH� LV� DUPHG�� <RX� VHH�

ZHDSRQV� HYHU\ZKHUH��+RZ� FDQ� \RX�
IHHO� VDIH"´� VDLG� DQ� HPSOR\HH� DW� D�
construction company who did not 
want to share his name. Speaking in 
ZKLVSHUV�� KH� VDLG� WKH� YLROHQFH� KDV�
made old friends lose trust in one 
another.
³(YHU\RQH�LV�O\LQJ��<RX�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�

ZKRP� WR�EHOLHYH�´� VDLG����\HDU�ROG�
FLYLO�VHUYDQW�$OL�$EGXOOD�
³,W�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�WKDW�

LV�SURWHFWLQJ�XV�´�KH�DGGHG��GLVSDU-
DJLQJ� WKH� ODFN�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�SUHV-
HQFH� QHDUE\� WR� SURYLGH� D� VHQVH� RI�
safety.
7URQG� -HQVHQ�� KHDG� RI� WKH�

812&+$� LQ� <HPHQ�� VDLG� WKDW� WKH�
humanitarian impact had so far 
EHHQ� UHODWLYHO\� OLPLWHG�� EXW� DGGHG��
“We are concerned about the pro-
WHFWLRQ� RI� FLYLOLDQV� DQG� HQVXULQJ�
FLYLOLDQ� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� LV� QRW� GDP-
DJHG�´�,Q�SDUWLFXODU��KH�KLJKOLJKWHG�
the threat of hospitals and schools 
EHLQJ� KLW� GXULQJ� EDWWOHV�� ZLWK� UH-

SRUWV� RI� RQH� KRVSLWDO� KDYLQJ� EHHQ�
damaged.
8S� WR� D� IHZ� KXQGUHG� IDPLOLHV�

KDYH� EHHQ� GLVSODFHG� E\� WKH� ¿JKW-
LQJ��SUHGRPLQDQWO\� LQ� WKH�PRUH�DI-
ÀXHQW� VRXWKHUQ� SDUW� RI� WKH� FLW\��
-HQVHQ�VDLG�� VWUHVVLQJ� WKH� QXPEHUV�
were not yet clear.
<HPHQ�VX̆HUV� IURP�FKURQLF�SRY-

HUW\�� ZLWK� DPRQJ� WKH� KLJKHVW� UDWHV�
of malnutrition and stunting in the 
ZRUOG��7KH�SROLWLFDO�WXUPRLO�RYHU�WKH�
last few years had already made it 
harder for aid organizations to sup-
SRUW�WKRVH�LQ�QHHG��WKLV�ODWHVW�GHYHO-
RSPHQW�ZLOO�RQO\�PDNH�DLG�GHOLYHU\�
HYHQ�PRUH�GL̇FXOW�
$GDP� %DURQ�� D� <HPHQ� H[SHUW�

DQG� YLVLWLQJ� IHOORZ� DW� WKH� (XUR-
pean Council on Foreign Relations 
�(&)5��� VDLG� KH� IHDUHG� WKH� ZRUVW��
³,W¶V� GL̇FXOW� WR� VD\� KRZ� IXUWKHU�
FRQÀLFW� FRXOG� EH� DYRLGHG�� 7KH� UHDO�
question is if wiser heads will pre-
YDLO��8QWLO�QRZ��LW�VHHPV�DV�LI�WKLQJV�
truly are at risk of spiraling out of 
FRQWURO�´
8QWLO� XQL¿FDWLRQ� LQ� ������ WKH�

Yemen Arab Republic (North Ye-
men) and the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen (South Yemen) 
were two separate countries. Some 
KDYH�QRZ�UDLVHG�FRQFHUQV�RI�D�QHZ�
split.

Al-Muslimi said he thought a 
clean break was impossible. “That is 
the best possible scenario. I think it 
will be a lot more chaotic than that. 
:H�DUH�LQ�D�PRPHQW�RI�FKDQJH��EXW�
for now we are just going from hour 
WR�KRXU�´

Republished with permission from 
IRIN.
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I
Q� 0DUFK� ������ EHIRUH� UH-
VLJQLQJ�DV�(J\SW¶V�PLQLVWHU�
of defense and pursuing his 
campaign for the presiden-
F\��*HQHUDO�$EGXOIDWWDK�$O�

Sisi announced an agreement with 
WKH�8$(�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�¿UP�$UDEWHF�
WR�EXLOG�D�PLOOLRQ�D̆RUGDEOH�KRPHV�
IRU�³(J\SWLDQ�\RXWK�´�7KH�(J\SWLDQ�
Army facilitated the deal by pledg-
LQJ� WR� GRQDWH� ���� PLOOLRQ� VTXDUH�
meters of land in 18 locations na-
tionwide. Although Arabtec had 
QHYHU�KDQGOHG�D�SURMHFW�RI�WKLV�VFDOH�
RU� YDOXH� ����� ELOOLRQ��� RQH� RI� LWV�
largest stakeholders (22 percent) 
is the Abu Dhabi state fund Aabar. 
7KH� ¿UP¶V� OHWWHU� RI� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
QRWHG�WKDW�WKH�8$(�ZDV�³YHU\�NHHQ�
WR�PRELOL]H�DOO�H̆RUWV�WR�ERRVW�VXS-
SRUW�IRU�RXU�EURWKHUV�LQ�(J\SW�´�7KH�
SURMHFW� PDGH� KHDGOLQHV�� 6LVL� ZDV�
HOHFWHG�SUHVLGHQW��DQG�$UDEWHF�WKHQ�
IHOO�R̆�WKH�PHGLD¶V�UDGDU�

As a growing source of social 
GLVFRQWHQW�� (J\SW¶V� PXOWLIDFHWHG�
housing crisis is an urgent politi-
FDO�FRQFHUQ��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��WKHUH�

LV�D�JOXW�RI�KLJK�HQG�KRXVLQJ��ZLWK�
RYHU� VL[� PLOOLRQ� XQLWV� VWDQGLQJ�
HPSW\��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKHUH�LV�
D� VKRUWDJH� RI� D̆RUGDEOH� XQLWV� IRU�
those who need them most. With 18 
SHUFHQW�RI�(J\SW¶V�IDPLOLHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�
VLQJOH�URRP�GZHOOLQJV��WKH�PLOOLRQ�
unit project was welcome news. The 
promise that it would produce a 
PLOOLRQ�MREV�ZDV�YHU\�ZHOFRPH�QHZV�
DV�ZHOO�� 7KH�$UP\�� OHG� E\�*HQHUDO�
6LVL��DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�UHVSRQGLQJ�RQ�
a grand scale to the public’s need 
IRU� D̆RUGDEOH� KRXVLQJ�� ZLWK� GHHS�
SRFNHWHG�*XOI�DOOLHV��6DXGL�$UDELD��
WKH�8$(��DQG�.XZDLW��RQ�ERDUG��
7KH�*XOI� VWDWHV�KDYH�EHFRPH� LQ-

FUHDVLQJO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�(J\SW¶V�HFRQ-
omy since the ousting of Islamist 
President Mohamed Morsi. Their 
VXSSRUW²LQ� WKH� IRUP� RI� LQWHUHVW�
IUHH� GHSRVLWV� WR� (J\SW¶V� &HQWUDO�
%DQN�� SHWUROHXP� SURGXFWV�� ORQJ�
WHUP� ORDQV�� DQG� JUDQWV� DPRXQW-
LQJ�WR�D�UHSRUWHG��������ELOOLRQ�����
percent of the total foreign direct 
LQYHVWPHQW� LQ� (J\SW� EHWZHHQ� -XO\�
����� DQG� -XQH� �����²KDV� KHOSHG�
NHHS�(J\SW¶V�HFRQRP\�RQ�LWV�IHHW�
*XOI�PRQDUFKLHV�WKDW�VHH�SROLWLFDO�

Islam as a threat to their legitimacy 
ZHUH� UHOLHYHG� E\� 6LVL¶V� HOHFWLRQ�� $W�

$EX�'KDEL¶V�³,QYHVW�LQ�(J\SW´�FRQ-
IHUHQFH� LQ�1RYHPEHU� ������ 6XOWDQ�
$KPHG�$O�-DEHU��WKH�8$(�PLQLVWHU�
RI�VWDWH��ḊUPHG�WKDW�³(J\SW¶V�HFR-
QRPLF�VWDELOLW\�LV�D�PXVW�´�$V�D�VLJQ�
RI� *XOI� LQYROYHPHQW� LQ� WKH� HFRQR-
P\��WKH�$UDEWHF�GHDO� LQVSLUHG�FRQ-
¿GHQFH�LQ�ORFDO�PDUNHWV��³:H¶OO�VHH�
VLPLODU�GHDOV�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�SHULRG��
LQ� HQHUJ\�� RLO� DQG� JDV�� RU� URDGV�´�
VDLG� .DULP� $ZDG�� FR�FKLHI� H[HFX-
WLYH�RI�()*�+HUPHV��(J\SW¶V�ODUJHVW�
LQYHVWPHQW� EDQN�� :LWK� WKH� UHFHQW�
GUDPDWLF� GRZQWXUQ� LQ� RLO� SULFHV��
VRPH�LQ�(J\SW�DUH�ZRQGHULQJ�LI�WKLV�
*XOI�HQWKXVLDVP�PLJKW�GHFOLQH�
(J\SW¶V� ORZ�LQFRPH� KRXVLQJ�

shortage has historically gener-
ated more rhetoric than action. In 
the run-up to the 2005 presidential 
HOHFWLRQV�� IRUPHU� 3UHVLGHQW� +RVQL�
0XEDUDN� DQQRXQFHG� D� ��������
unit low-income housing project 
that as of February 2014 had de-
OLYHUHG� �������� XQLWV�� $URXQG�
�������RI�WKHVH�UHPDLQ�XQFRQQHFW-
ed to utilities grids and are not use-
DEOH�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� <DK\D� 6KDZNDW��
architect and housing expert for 
WKH�(J\SWLDQ�,QLWLDWLYH�IRU�3HUVRQDO�
5LJKWV��(,35��

Continued on the back page

Yemenis living “hour to hour”
amid power struggle

Egypt’s need for
low-income housing

Experts worry AQAP may capitalize on the situation and provoke more violence.
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Story and photos by
Bassam Al-Khameri

Y
emen has one of the 
least developed tele-
communications net-
works in the Middle 
East. By 2008, accord-

ing to a study by the Jordan-based 
Arab Advisors Group, only 0.5 
percent of Yemenis had access to 
¿[HG� OLQH� EURDGEDQG�� &RVWO\� VXE-
scriptions and Internet cafes have 
been the only options available, but 
some enterprising businesses and 
individuals are trying to change 
that by providing their own open-
access hotspots.

The country’s two internet ser-
vice providers, YemenNet, which 
is part of the government’s Public 
7HOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQ� &RUSRUDWLRQ�
�37&��� DQG� 7HOH<HPHQ¶V� <�1HW��
which is under the management of 
FranceTelecom but also belongs to 
37&��ZHUH� HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� ������ ,Q�
0DUFK�������WKH�37&�UHSRUWHG�WKH�
number of Internet users in Yemen 
KDG�UHDFKHG�����������

YemenNet provides Internet ser-
YLFHV�LQ�YDU\LQJ�EXQGOHV������NE�V��
���� NE�V�� �� 0E�V�� �� 0E�V� DQG� ��
0E�V��7KH�PRQWKO\�IHHV�UDQJH�IURP�
<5������ ������ WR�<5������� �������
and customers need to purchase 
WKHLU�RZQ�URXWHU�IRU�DERXW�<5������
�������7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�<HPHQLV�DUH�
unwilling or unable to pay these 
rates, or to buy their own comput-
ers, and most therefore visit Inter-
net cafes instead of accessing the 
web from home. 

This is beginning to change, 
however, as a growing number of 
shop owners, mobile maintenance 
centers, hotels, and enterprising 
individuals are establishing their 
own Internet hotspots and provid-
ing pay-as-you-go access to cus-
tomers in their area. These new 
networks enable people to access 
the Internet at home and in the 
street without the need for costly 
subscriptions.

Abdulrahman Saif, who owns a 
hotel and Internet hotspot in the 
capital’s Al-Dairi Street, says wire-
less networks have so much poten-
tial because they can be established 
anywhere and by anybody. “No 
license is needed to install [per-
VRQDO@�QHWZRUNV��<RX�MXVW�QHHG�WKH�
money to get it started, and you can 
provide a network from anywhere, 
even your home.” 

Saif subscribes to YemenNet’s 
highest grade package to ensure 

as many customers can you use it 
without compromising the connec-
tion. “The speed of the golden line 
is four gigabytes and the monthly 
IHH� LV� <5������� >����@�� ,W¶V� QHF-
essary if you want to provide high 
speed connections for your cus-
tomers, but there are cheaper and 
slower options too.”

Using Saif’s hotspot, neighbors 
and others in his area can access 
the Internet whenever they need 
WR��&XVWRPHUV�MXVW�QHHG�WR�EH�FORVH�
enough to the router, most of which 
KDYH� D� UDQJH� RI� DERXW� ���PHWHUV��
and to buy a temporary subscrip-
tion card. 

“My subscription cards are sold 
IRU�����������DQG�����UL\DOV�>������
WR� ����@��7KH�¿UVW� FDQ�EH�XVHG� IRU�
WKUHH� KRXUV�� WKH� VHFRQG� IRU� VL[�
hours and the last for ten hours. 
People can even have monthly sub-
VFULSWLRQV� DQG� JHW� ��� KRXU� DFFHVV�
IRU� <5������ >���@�´� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
Saif.  

An easy alternative?
The initiative has been welcomed 
E\� PDQ\� ZKR� SUHIHU� VXU¿QJ� WKH�
web from home instead of going to 
Internet cafes, for reasons ranging 
from convenience to security con-
cerns. 

Mohammad Aziz, the owner of a 
grocery store on Al-Qiadah Street 
LQ�6DQD¶D��VDLG�KH�¿QGV�WKH�VHUYLFH�
useful because he rarely has the 
time to visit cafes. “I was only able 
to visit Internet cafes on Fridays 
because I can’t leave my grocery 
store during the day since I manage 
the shop on my own. Now I can use 
Internet from my shop and work at 
the same time.”

For Salah Al-Deen Mahiub Al-
Badani, a sociology student at the 
University of Sana’a, pay-as-you-
go access allows him to study from 
KRPH�ZLWKRXW�SD\LQJ�IRU�H[SHQVLYH�
subscriptions he doesn’t need or 
letting it interfere with family life. 

“I need to carry out online re-
search for my classes but I don’t 
have an Internet connection at 
home. I wanted to subscribe to 
YemenNet but the costs are high 
and my father is against the idea 
because he’s afraid my younger 
siblings will spend their time on 
Facebook and chatting instead of 
VWXG\LQJ�´�$O�%DQDGL�H[SODLQHG��

The new alternative is cheap 
and simple. “Whenever I have an 
assignment and need to surf the 
web to get information, I go to the 
privately-owned telecommunica-

tion center in my neighborhood 
DQG�JHW�D�FDUG� IRU�<5����RU�PRUH�
based on the time I need to use it 
for,” he said.

Riyadh Al-Sururi, a recent high-
VFKRRO� JUDGXDWH�� ¿QGV� WKH� VHUYLFH�
convenient because he likes to stay 
up late on his computer, and go-
ing out to the Internet cafe at night 
worries his family.

“I used to argue with my father 
about staying out late at the In-
ternet cafe each night to chat with 
my friends, which he was against 
because of the unstable and unpre-

dictable situation in the country.” 
Now, after his neighbor created 
a local hotspot, Al-Sururi says he 
can stay up into the early morning 
without worrying his family. 

Not everyone is sold on the idea, 
however. Ali Al-Shamiri, a student 
at the University of Sana’a, says 
he liked the idea of neighborhood 
hotspots but found they do not 
work in practice. “The connection 
is very slow, particularly at night, 
when several people are using the 
same network at the same time, 
and my house isn’t close enough to 
the router,” he said.

Saif Al-Ahdal, the owner of an 
Internet cafe in the capital’s Al-
6D¿D� QHLJKERUKRRG�� WKLQNV� PRVW�
people will prefer accessing the 
Internet in a cafe or at home with 
their own subscription because the 
speed of the connection is a prior-
ity. Nonetheless, he thinks neigh-
borhood hotspots are a good idea 
DQG�FDQ�SURYH�PRUH�SUR¿WDEOH�WKDQ�
Internet cafes. 

“The current situation [for busi-
ness owners] in Yemen is very dif-
¿FXOW��2ZQHUV�RI�FDIHV�KDYH�WR�EX\�
oil or diesel to operate generators 
due to the constant power outages. 
People who operate WiFi networks 
don’t have the same problem be-
cause they only need to power one 
router and computer, instead of 
several,” he said.

Issues of legality pose more seri-
ous questions, however, as creat-
ing hotspots for commercial use 
requires a license from Internet 
providers and the Ministry of Tele-
communication and Information 
Technology. 

According to Sami Shubail, who 
heads the Post and Telecommuni-
cation Union–a non-governmental 
organization which represents 
employees of the state-run post, 
telecommunications, and infor-
mation technology sectors–people 
creating neighborhood hotspots 
are breaking the law. “They pur-
chase Internet services from us for 

personal use without informing us 
that they are using it for business, 
and so they don’t apply for the li-
cense.”

As stated on TeleYemen’s web-
site, any attempt to “trade on, re-
sell, hire, assign, transfer access, 
or in any other way dispose of the 
Y.net service without prior approv-
al form TeleYemen” is a violation of 
the service’s terms and conditions.  

Shubail claims TeleYemen, 
YemenNet and the Ministry of 
Telecommunication are aware the 
practice is becoming more com-
mon, but says the law is not being 
enforced because of a lack of re-
sources and more pressing priori-
ties in the country.

Legal questions raised
The practice also raises questions 
concerning accountability and 
media regulation. Yemen’s Press 
and Publications Law, which was 
SDVVHG� LQ� ������ VXEMHFWV� DOO� IRUPV�
of media, including the Internet, to 
a broad set of prohibitions. 

According to the law, any pub-
lication must operate “within the 
FRQWH[W�RI�,VODPLF�FUHHG��ZLWKLQ�WKH�
basic principles of the constitution, 
goals of the Yemeni revolution, and 
the aim of solidifying national uni-
ty.” The law has been used to create 
a number of technical and legal re-
strictions on Internet use, includ-
LQJ�H[WHQVLYH�FHQVRUVKLS��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�2SHQ1HW�,QLWLDWLYH��

a non-governmental organization 
WKDW� ZRUNV� WR� H[SRVH� ,QWHUQHW� ¿O-
tering and surveillance practices 
around the world, Yemeni authori-
ties enforce physical restrictions in 
Internet cafes. This includes the re-
moval of partitions placed between 
workstations, to make computer 
screens visible to cafe operators 
and law enforcement so that the 
Internet activities of customers can 
be monitored. 

Some Internet cafe owners also 
use computer monitoring software 
to track the online activities of 

WKHLU� FXVWRPHUV�� DFFRUGLQJ� 2SHQ-
Net, who quoted one cafe operator 
LQ� LWV������UHSRUW�RQ�,QWHUQHW�XVH�
in Yemen: “Through a program I 
can closely monitor what my cus-
WRPHUV�DUH�EURZVLQJ��:KHQ� ,�¿QG�
that a customer is navigating a por-
nography website, I shut the cus-
tomer’s system automatically from 
my disk and I ask him to leave im-
mediately.” 

Mohammad Jahlan, who estab-
lished a public hotspot in the Al-
6D¿D�QHLJKERUKRRG�RI�6DQD¶D��WROG�
the Yemen Times he doesn’t allow 
his customers to access restricted 
sites.

“When I established this net-
work about two months ago, the 
programmer who prepared my 
Internet system entered several 
codes that prevent people from 
downloading porn or suspicious 
videos. When a subscriber tries to 
download such videos, he receives 
a message that the site he request-
ed is blocked,” he said. 

Direct monitoring by govern-
ment authorities and Internet pro-
viders is necessary because web 
censorship is easily bypassed using 
so-called virtual private network 
�931��VHUYLFHV� WKDW�DOORZ�XVHUV� WR�
access blocked websites by redi-
recting requests through comput-
ers and Internet connections of 
other users in non-blocked areas 
outside of Yemen. 

If several people are using a 
single connection, as in the case 
of neighborhood hotspots, how 
are these censorship laws to be 
enforced? Is the hotspot provider 
accountable for what his or her 
customers are browsing on the In-
ternet, be it pornographic or ter-
rorist material?  

While neighborhood hotspots 
create obstacles for government 
and Internet providers in their ef-
forts to censor material deemed 
VXEYHUVLYH�� LW� R̆HUV� <HPHQLV� QHZ�
opportunities for more open access 
on the web. 
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Neighborhood Internet hotspots
New EXVLQHVV�LGHD�R̆HUV�<HPHQLV�FKHDS�DFFHVV�WR�LQWHUQHW�DW�KRPH

With high-speed Internet and long-range antennas, neighborhood hotspots are able to reach a greater number of users.

Yemenis with Internet access began to sell Internet services to neighbors and others living nearby.
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��/������ �õîŃŎŀĬńĿí�ôŔňĸ÷ō�õśîĜ÷śí�óčíďō
��/�� ��� �ôŔŀĄńĿí�óčíĉśí�óčíďō
��/� ���¡ �ŁŜīśí�óčíďō
��/������ �ŒĿōĊĿí�ŅōîĬøĿíō�ĢŔĤĈøĿí�óčíďō
��/��� �� �łŔŀĬøĿíō�ôŔñĎøĿí�óčíďō
��/�� ¢�� �ôŔÿčîĈĿí�óčíďō

��/��� �� �ôŔŀćíĊĿí�óčíďō
��/������ �ôŔĿîńĿí�óčíďō

 ��/������  �õŜěíŎńĿí�óčíďō
��/��¡�¡¢ �ôìŔòĿíō�ŉîŔńĿí�óčíďō

      ��/����¢� �àîñĎŌļĿí�óčíďō

البنوك
��/ ���¡�� �þŔŀĈĿíō�ņńŔĿí�ĺňñ
��/���¡����ı �
��/ � ��� /¡/¢�ŅĊī�������������������������������������������������

  ��/ �� ¡����ı �
 ��/ ���� ���ı �ŒŃŜēří�ņŃîĠøĿí�ĺňñ
��/ �  ���  őčîĀøĿí�ĺňòĿí
��/�  �¢���ı ���

ŒñĎİĿí�ņŔøĔĿí���ľŃîĘĿí�ņœĎĄòĿí�ņńŔĿí�ıĎĜŃ
  ��/��¡�����  
��/�� ��� ���ŒĿōĊĿí�ņńŔĿí�ĺňñ
��/� ��¡�/� ���ŒñĎĬĿí�ĺňòĿí
��/���¡�� �ŒīíčĐĿí�ĲŔŀĔøĿí�ĺňñ
 ��/ � ���� �őĐĻĎńĿí�ĺňòĿí
��/��¢ �� �ľŃśí�ĺňñ
��/�� ��� �ŒĿōĊĿí�őĎĤĸĿí�ĺňòĿí
��/� ���� �ĎŔńĬøĿíō�àîĘŇŜĿ�ŒňńŔĿí�ĺňñ
��/�¡���� �ŒŃŜēśí�îòē�ĺňñ
��/� �� � �ŅŎŔĿîĻ�ĺňñ
��/�� ��� �ĊøŔńĿ�ĺňñ�ĊøœîŇŎœ
��/��¡¢�� �ŒŃŜēśí�ĹîĻ�ĺňñ
��/��¢��� �õíàîĘŇśíō�óčîĀøŀĿ�öœŎļĿíō�ņńŔĿí�ĺňñ
�

تأجير سيارات
��/���� �   )Budget�
�ôœōíď
��/���¢�¡���ı �
��/� � �� �čîĻ�ïčŎœ
��/���¢¡��ŅŎ÷ĎŔė�ĩĎĳ�������������������������������������
��/�������ŅĊī�ĩĎĳ������������������������������������������
��������¢��àîĬňě �õíčîŔĔĿí�ĎŔÿäøĿ�Đ÷ĎŔŋ
��/�¡¢������ŅŎ÷íĎŔė�ĩĎĳ������������������������������������
�����������ŅĊī  

مراكز تدريب وتعليم الكمبيوتر
��/�����¡ /  �Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿí�łŔŀĬøĿ���NIIT

البريد السريع
��������
  ��/  ���� �  àîĬňě ��

  ��/ ��� ��� �ŅĊī��������������������������������
  ��/ ���¢ �� �ŉĊœĊĄĿí��������������������������������
 ��/ ���  ¡� �ĐĬ÷��������������������������������

 ��/ ���¢¡¡ �ïç��������������������������������
  ��/ ������ �ŜļńĿí��������������������������������
 ��/ ������ �ŉŎòė��������������������������������
 ��/ �� ��¢ �ŅŎìŔē��������������������������������
                                          ¡¡��� �ıîĄŀñ��������������������������������
  ��/ ����¢¡ �ŏĎĤĸē��������������������������������
��/��� ��    UPS
�������¢�/ /¡  DHL

شحن وتوصيل
�i¢�  � �����¢ �ôŃîĬĿí�õîŃĊĈŀĿ�ŏĊňĿí�ĐĻĎŃ
��������ĒĻîĳ �
alnada2@yemen.net.ye
 ��/������  M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
�������
��/ �� ¢�¢ �àîĬňě���ņĄĘŀĿ�ôŔńĿîĬĿí

مستشفيات
��/���¢� ����� �óčŎüĿí�ŐĴĘøĔŃ
��/� ��¡��¡   �őčŎŌńĀĿí�ŐĴĘøĔŃ
��/ ������ �úœĊĄĿí�ŒŇîńĿśí�ŐĴĘøĔńĿí

 ��/���¡¡¢���ı �
 ��/ ���¢�� �úœĊĄĿí�Œŀŋśí�ŐĴĘøĔńĿí
��/������� �îŔÿŎĿŎňļøĿíō�ŁŎŀĬĿí�ŐĴĘøĔŃ
��/�¡��¡�� �öœŎļĿí�ŐĴĘøĔŃ

شركات طيران
��/ ������ �ôŔňńŔĿí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/�� ������ĐĬ÷�ĩĎĳ�����������������������������������������
��/��������ŅĊī�ĩĎĳ�����������������������������������������
��/���� ����óĊœĊĄĿí�ĩĎĳ�����������������������������������������
��/������  ��/���¡�� �óĊŔĬĔĿí
��/������ �ôŔ÷íčîŃří
��/�� ¢¢� �ôŔñŎŔûří
��/������ �	íĐŇîŌøĳŎĿ
�ôŔŇîńĿŗí
��/���¢ ��� �ôŔĻĎøĿí
��/���� � �ôœĉŎĬĔĿí
��/������ �ôœĎĤĸĿí
��/���¢�� �þŔŀĈĿí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/������/�/  �àîĬňě���ôŔŇĉčŗí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/��� �� �ĉîĄ÷śí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/��� �� �Œñĉ�ŅíĎŔģ

فنادق
��/���������                    ��àîĬňě�čŎŔĻĎŔŃ�ĵĊňĳ
��/��¡�����ŅĊī �
��/��¡���/  �Ďńė�ĵĊňĳ
��/������� �������ĺŔòńĳŎŃ�ĵĊňĳ
��/���������ı �
��/������/��/�� �őĉčōďś�ĵĊňĳ

��/������ �Ēňœĉďč�óĊŔě�ýî÷�ĵĊňĳ
��/������/ ��� �àîĬňě���ôķĊňĴŀĿ�ôŔńĿîĬĿí
��/��¡��� �àîĬňě���ŅíĎŌė�ĵĊňĳ
��/������ ,����¡�  ŒļŀńĿí�ýîøĿí�ôĄňÿãō��ĵĊňĳ

معاهد
��/����¡�/�/�� �ŒĿîœ�ĊŌĬŃ
��/������� �ŒøĿí�ĊŌĬŃ
��/�� ������ı ���Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿíō�õîİŀĿ�ŒŇîĤœĎòĿí�ĊŌĬńĿí
��/�� ¡ � ��ĊŔĔĻí�ĊŌĬŃ

 ��/������ �ŒĿîŃ�ĊŌĬŃ
��/��¡� � �ŅĐœíčŎŋ�ĊŌĬŃ

شركات التأمين
��/������ �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�óĊĄøńĿí
��/� �¢�� �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôŔňģŎĿí

ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôŔŃŜēří�ôŔňńŔĿí�ôĻĎĘĿí
��/��¡� � �ņŔŃäøĿí�óĉîīçō
��/����¢�� �ŅîŃã�ôĻĎė
��/��¡¡�¢ �ņŔŃäøĿí�óĉîīçō�ņŔŃäøŀĿ�óĎœĐĀĿí

 ��¡���/�/� �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôœĎĤĸĿí�ôŔňńŔĿí�ôĻĎĘĿí
��¡��¢��ĒĻîĳ

مدارس
��/���¡���ĒĻîĴŀ÷ �ĽîĴģŗí�ôăíō�ôğōč
 ����������ľœîñŎŃ   
��/������� �Ŏòň�œč�ôēčĊŃ

              ��/������  
  ��/� ��¢�/�� �ôŔĿōĊĿí�àîĬňě�đčíĊŃ
     ��/� ��¢���ı ��
��/��¡��¡/¢ �ŊŔĿōĊĿí�ŊŔĻĎøĿí�ôēčĊŃ
��/�¡��¢� �õíčîňŃ�ôēčĊŃ

سفريات
��/�¡�       ��/� ��¢� �őŜĳ�đĊķ

 ���� ��ŅĊī���/ ����¡�  ôăîŔĔĿíō�õîœĎĴĔŀĿ�őîļē
��/
�����¡ �ĎĸĜĿí�õŜĤī
������ �ĎĸĜĿí�Ľîńīã�ĐĻĎŃ
��������¡/�¢/��� �ŊăîŔĔĿíō�õîœĎĴĔŀĿ�ŊŔńĿîĬĿí
��/� �¡¢��� �ņńŔĿí�õîœĎĴē�õśîĻō

مطاعم
	ŒŇîòŔĘĿí�ŉĊòī�ĊńĄŃ�łēîñ
���ŒŇîòŔĘĿí�óďîòĈŃō�łĬĤŃ

¢�� �����ĒĻîĳ����� �¢��������� � �������ŅŎĴŀ÷
�� �¢� �ŒŇîñîŔĿí�ŎñîňŃ�łĬĤŃ
���¢¢¢ ��Œ÷ĎŔĤĳ

B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWA R D

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

U�For Sale       U�Job vacancies
U�Buying        U�Job seekers 
U�Housing available  U��Other
U�Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3

 
� �ôİĿ�ŁŎŀñĉ�
óčîĀ÷�đŎœčŎĿîļñ

�Œĳ�îŃîī�15�óĎòć�ôœĐŔŀĀŇí
 5�îŌňŃ�
ôĬÿíĎńĿíō�ôòēîĄńĿí

��ŒĿîŃ�ĎœĊŃ�ŁíŎīí
770080443�
735587876

� �
ôœĐŔŀĀŇí�ôİĿ�ĎŔøĔŔÿîŃ
�ðēîĄĿí�óĉîŔĸĿ�ôŔĿōĊĿí�ôĜćĎĿí
�ðœčĊøĿí�ĽîĀŃ�Œĳ�óĎòć�
ŒĿŕí
�Œĳ�ðįĎœ�õíŎňē�7�ņŃ�ĎüĻŗ
�ðŀĤøœ�ĽîĀŃ�őã�Œĳ�ľńĬĿí

736974711��ôœĐŔŀĀŇśí�ôİŀĿí
� ���ôœĐŔŀĀŇí�ôİĿ�đŎœĎĿîļñ

�óĎòć���Ď÷ŎŔòńĻ�ŁŎŀñĉ
�ðįĎœ��ņŔøňē�ôœčîĀ÷�õŜēíĎŃ

��ôŔăîòĜĿí�óĎøĴĿí�Œĳ�ľńĬĿí
 733778849

� �Őŀī�ôŀěîă�ľěŗí�ôœĊňŋ
�ôœčî÷Ďļēō�őĐŔŀĀŇí�ŁŎŀñĉ

�Œĳ�óĎòć�îŌœĊĿ�ďîøńŃ�ĎœĊĸøñ
�ôńÿĎøĿíō�ĒļŔĳíĎĀĿí

�îŌœĊĿ�
ôœčîĀøĿí�õŜēíĎńĿíō
�ĶœŎĔøĿí�óčíĉí�Œĳ�óĎòć

��ĐĬ÷�Œĳ�ľńĬĿí�ĊœĎ÷�
õîĬŔòńĿíō
736653489

� �đĊňŌŃ���ŒķďíĎĿí�Œŀī�ĲēŎœ
�ïŎēîăō�õîŃŎŀĬŃ�ôŔňĸ÷

771293966
� ���ĉíĊă�ĲŔĤŀĿíĊòī�ĐøĬŃ

�õîŃŎŀĬŃ�ôŔňĸ÷�đĊňŌŃ

733984178�ïŎēîăō
� �Œĳ�óĎòć�
ôòēîĄŃ�đŎœĎĿîļñ

 8�óĊńĿ�ôĬÿíĎńĿíō�õîñîĔĄĿí
�
Ď÷ŎŔòńĻ�ŁŎŀñĉ�
õíŎňē

�ņńœ�ņŃ�đĉîĔĿí�číĊěśí
�ĒļŇōŗí�ŁîĨŇ�ĹČĻō�öĳŎē
�
770705472��ľŃîĘĿí�ōĎñ

733079882
� �
ņŔøňē�óĎòć�
ŒŇĊŃ�đĊňŌŃ

��óďîøńŃ�ôœĐŔŀĀŇí�ôİĿ
777055889

� �ôĬŃîÿ���ôńÿĎ÷�đŎœĎĿîļñ
�õŜēíĎńĿí�Œĳ�óĎòć���àîĬňě
�ĎüĻã�ôœčíĉśí�Ľîńīŗíō�ôœčîĀøĿí

�Œĳ�ðįĎœ���õíŎňē�6�ņŃ
�ôŔëîĔńĿí�óĎøĴĿí�Œĳ�ľńĬĿí

777991248����Ģĸĳ
� �óĎòć�ôœĐŔŀĀŇí�ôİĿ�đŎœĎĿîļñ

���ĒœčĊøĿí�ĽîĀŃ�Œĳ�ņŔøňē
�Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿí�ŁíĊĈøēí�óĉîÿí
 772663229��öŇĎøŇśíō

� �óčíĉçō�ŊòēîĄŃ�đŎœčŎĿîļñ
�iôœĐŔŀĀŇç�ôİĿ�ŁŎŀñĉō�Ľîńīã

�õîñîĔĄĿí�óčíĉç�Œĳ�ôŀœŎģ�óĎòć
�ņŔøİŀĿîñ�ôœčîĀøĿí�õŜēíĎńĿíō
�ņńŔĿí�Œĳ�ôœĐŔŀĀŇříō�ôŔñĎĬĿí
�ľńĬŀĿ�ĊĬøĔŃ�iôœĉŎĬĔĿíō
715608677��ĽíŎÿ�iÒíčŎĳ

� �Œĳ�ðįĎœ�ĚĜĈøŃ�đčĊŃ
�ĲĜŀĿ�ôŔěŎĜć�đōčĉ�àîĤīí
�ŒñĎĬĿíō�õîŔğîœĎĿí�Œĳ�ĪēîøĿí

�ïŜĤĿ�ŁŎŀĬĿíō�őĐŔŀĀŇśíō
��ôŔŃŎļĄĿí�đčíĊńĿí

734680597
� �óĉîŌė�
õîļòė�đĊňŌŃ

�õśîĜ÷śí�Œĳ�đŎœĎĿîļñ
�Œĳ�Sisco�óĉîŌėō�õîļòĘĿíō
�ľńĬŀĿ�ĊĬøĔŃ�õîļòĘĿí�ĽîĀŃ

770497062��íčŎĳ

� �ôÿîĄñ�àîĬňě�Œĳ�õîŃĊć�ðøļŃ
�õîķŜīō�ĶœŎĔ÷�ĚøĈŃ�ŐĿç
�óĎòćō�ľŋæŃ�ľńĄœ��ôŃîī
�óĉîÿí�ĪŃ�ľķśí�Őŀī�ņŔøňē

��îĸĤŇō�ôñîøĻ�ôœĐŔŀĀŇśí�ôİŀĿí
yementmsoffice@gmail.

com
� �ņī�ôœčîĘøēśí�číĊĿí�ņŀĬ÷

�õîñîĔă�ŒĬÿíĎŃ�3�Ľ�îŌøÿîă
�
õíŎňē�3�ņī�ľĸ÷�ś�óĎòć

�ôœĐŔŀĀŇśí�ôİŀĿí�ĊŔĀ÷�óĎŔ÷Ďļē

�óĎŔĔĿí�ľēčí��õíŎňē�3�óĎòćō
cha_yemen@�ŐĿç�ôŔ÷íČĿí

yahoo.com
� �ôŔńň÷ō�ðœčĊøŀĿ�őĊňļĿí�ĐĻĎńĿí

�ôœčî÷Ďļē�ŐĿç�ôÿîĄñ�õíčĊĸĿí
�ľŔěîĴøĿ��ïŜĤĿí�Ņōæė�óčíĉíō
�
406448��õ�Őŀī�ľĜ÷í�ĎŔüĻí

406437��ĒĻîĳ�
467588
� �Œĳ�ľńĬŀĿ�ņŔēčĊŃ�ïŎŀĤŃ

�ôĳîļĿ�ôŔňńŔĿí�ôŔĻĎøĿí�đčíĊńĿí
�ôŔñĉŗíō�ôŔńŀĬĿí�õîĜĜĈøĿí
�őĐŔŀĀŇí�łĔķ�ŒńŀĬĿí�łĔĸĿí
�ĊĄĻ�đŎœĎĿîļñ�Őŀī�ņŔŀěîă
��õ��õíŎňē�3�óĎòć�ĪŃ�ŐŇĉã
525124��ĒĻîĳ�
525121

� �ŅĊī�Œĳ�ĪŔòŀĿ�ĝčã�ôĬĤķ
�ĵíčōã�
ĪñĎŃ�ĎøŃ�240�îŌøăîĔŃ

 14ō�õîēîēã�îŌñō�
ôŔŇŎŇîķ
734696159��ĂŀĔŃ�ĉŎńī



Meanwhile, 40,000 Egyptians 
who applied for units and made a 
EGP5,000 ($700) down payment 
have yet to receive their houses. 
“That’s 200 million EGP [$28 mil-
lion] from Egypt’s poorest families 
that the government basically sat 
on for eight years collecting in-
terest,” Shawkat said. The people 
protested and were told to apply 
for the more recent Social Housing 
3URMHFW��EXW� WKH�FULWHULD�DUH�GL̆HU-
ent and many may not qualify.

The Social Housing Project 
(SHP), initiated in 2011 by then 
Minister of Housing Mohamed 
Fathy Al-Baradei, promised a mil-
lion units for low income house-
holds, that is, those earning be-
tween EGP1,400 and 2,500 per 
month (between $200 and $350). 
Successful applicants for the 
70-square-meter units, priced at 
EGP135,000 ($19,000), would re-
ceive a cash subsidy of EGP25,000 
($3,500) and be given a 20-year 
mortgage at seven percent interest. 
These terms, however reasonable, 
place the homes out of reach for the 
20 percent of Egyptians who make 
less than EGP1,400 per month. 
“‘Low income’ does not include the 
poor,” says Shawkat. Moreover, 
60 percent of Egypt’s work force 
is employed in the informal sec-
tor and consequently ineligible for 
SHP units, since they cannot prove 
their salaries. Further, to meet 
its target, the SHP would need to 
build 200,000 units per year but 
has produced only 50,000 and de-
livered around a thousand so far.

In October 2014, six months after 
Sisi’s original agreement, a revised 
version of the Arabtec project was 
back in the news, with phase one 
involving the production of just 
120,000 units. Instead of the Army 
donating the land, the New Urban 
Communities Authority (NUCA), 
under the auspices of the Ministry 
of Housing, would allocate land in 
exchange for a percentage of the 
units Arabtec builds. Aside from 
having to compensate NUCA for 
the land, Arabtec is responsible for 
¿QDQFLQJ� WKH� SURMHFW� WKURXJK� IRU-
eign banks and will have to gener-
ate feasibility studies. In order to 

REWDLQ�¿QDQFLQJ�� WKH�SURMHFW�PXVW�
EH� SUR¿WDEOH�� (VWLPDWHV� VXJJHVW�
that given the added cost of land, 
the units’ price will again be out of 
reach for Egypt’s poor.

Yet another recently announced 
state housing project, Dar Masr, 
consisting of 160,000 middle-in-
come homes, will directly compete 
with Arabtec. Since only 300,000-
500,000 units in this category are 
sold each year, the notion that one 
developer, whether Arabtec or 
'DU� 0DVU�� FDQ� SUR¿WDEO\� SURGXFH�
200,000 annually is unfeasible. 
At this writing, the Arabtec project 
GHWDLOV�� IURP� GHVLJQ� WR� ¿QDQFLQJ��
remain far from concrete.

In whatever form it eventually 
materializes, the “million-unit” 
Arabtec project demonstrates that 
while the state has taken steps to 
provide more housing for middle-
income Egyptians, low-income 
housing solutions are still needed. 
No one has succeeded in tackling 
this problem more directly than 
the Egyptian people themselves. 
While the SHP produced 50,000 
units between 2012 and 2014, in-
formal (unlicensed) housing in 
Egypt’s ashwaiyyat (unplanned ar-
eas) increased by at least two mil-
OLRQ�ÀDWV� LQ� WKDW� VDPH�SHULRG��(V-
pecially since 2011, in the absence 
of state supervision, construction 
of informal housing has increased 
to such an extent that licensed de-
velopers have encountered short-
ages of building materials for their 
projects.

Living conditions in the ash-
waiyyat are far from ideal. Con-
struction costs for these no-
frills brick dwellings are around 
EGP200-300 ($28-$42) per 
square meter, a budget that ex-
FOXGHV� GHVLJQ� RU� ¿QLVKLQJ�� %XLOW�
on unplanned land, the individual 
units are randomly integrated into 
larger neighborhoods lacking ad-
equate utilities and serviceable 
streets. Most importantly, they 
have consumed vast tracts of ar-
able land, diminishing Egypt’s al-
ready short supply.

In the absence of viable alterna-
tives, informal quarters will con-
tinue to multiply, a reality the state 

is beginning to acknowledge. In 
October 2014, the Egyptian cabi-
net approved an initiative to issue 
long-term, low-interest loans of 
(*3������� ��������� IRU� ¿QLVK-
ing informal buildings. According 
to Minister of Housing Mostafa 
Madbouly, obtaining the loans 
would not require proof of building 
ownership, a logical reprieve since 
Egyptians living in informal hous-
LQJ��E\�GH¿QLWLRQ�� ODFN� VXFK�GRFX-
mentation. The terms described in 
the Arabic press, however, based 
on a Ministry of Housing state-
ment, call for proof of both the 
applicant’s ownership of the prop-
erty and monthly income. It is thus 
unclear when or how these loans, 
ZKLFK� ZRXOG� H̆HFWLYHO\� HQGRUVH�
informal building on agricultural 
land, will be made available.

Most Egyptians, whether in 
planned or unplanned areas, do 
not hold titles to their properties. 
This prevents them from apply-
ing for mortgages and severely 
restricts the mortgage market 
growth, currently equivalent to less 
than one percent of GDP. Experts 
agree that the only way to end the 
housing crisis is to deal with the 
LVVXHV�RI�PRUWJDJH�¿QDQFH��D�SURM-
ect that has made some headway 
in the last decade with the help of 
the World Bank. But suitable land 
on which to build remains at a pre-
mium. For now the largest tracts of 
infrastructure-equipped land are 
in the so-called new cities in Cairo’s 
desert environs—remote and unaf-
fordable options for low-income 
families.

Egyptians are accustomed to 
fending for themselves when it 
comes to putting a roof over their 
heads, and with population growth 
and urbanization proceeding at a 
rapid pace, a continued lack of af-
fordable housing will not slow 
them down. But unless the state’s 
approach shifts to more carefully 
considered ventures involving in-
frastructure-equipped land and ac-
FHVVLEOH�PRUWJDJH�¿QDQFH�� LWV� FXU-
UHQW� H̆RUWV� DW�KRXVLQJ�SURGXFWLRQ�
are likely to exacerbate rather than 
alleviate Egypt’s growing housing 
crisis.

It is extremely hard to believe 
Kosmos could have been speaking 
mostly with Sahrawis (at least with 
those who had come of their own 
free will, independent of coercion 
from the Moroccan government) 
and come to the conclusion that its 
work would have positive rewards 
for the indigenous population.

It is indeed likely that the dis-
covery of hydrocarbons could ben-
H¿W� ORFDOV� JUHDWO\�� EXW� FRQVLGHULQJ�
political realities, it is more than 
probable that local Moroccans, and 
the central government based in 
5DEDW��ZRXOG�EHQH¿W�WKH�PRVW�

In his letter, Manhas noted that a 
commercial discovery would “pro-
vide a foundation upon which the 
people can build whatever political 
solution results from the UN-led 

SURFHVV�´� %XW� D� OXFUDWLYH� RLO� ¿HOG�
would only further complicate the 
political stalemate and increase 
Morocco’s de-facto control of the 
territory and its resources. Indeed, 
as quoted in the Financial Times, 
Hans Corell recently stated that 
“the more resources are found in 
Western Sahara and its maritime 
zone, the less will be the incentive 
IRU�0RURFFR�WR�IXO¿OO�WKH�81�UHVR-
lutions and international law.”

If abundant natural resources 
were found and developed, inde-
pendence for the Western Sahara 
(which is not supported by the 
Polisario, the Western Sahara inde-
pendence movement, or by many 
Sahrawi activists) would become 
less favorable to the Moroccans. 
Control over an area boasting sub-

stantial resource wealth would be 
a boon to the Moroccan authori-
ties—it would further dissuade 
them from granting independence 
to Western Sahara.

Corporate Hedging
When Manhas says that Kosmos 
does not have a role to play in the 
political process, he is, therefore, 
being woefully naïve and ignoring 
the asymmetry in power that struc-
WXUHV�WKH�FRQÀLFW�

If Kosmos was actually speak-
ing to Sahrawi activists and repre-
sentatives of the Western Sahara 
JRYHUQPHQW� �6$'5��� LW�ZRXOG�¿QG�
that most of the indigenous popu-
lation does not support drilling in 
Western Sahara waters because it 
violates international law and gives 

more power to Morocco, as the oc-
cupying force in the territory.

This means that either Kosmos 
is being played by a highly skilled 
0RURFFDQ� UHJLPH�� ÀXHQW� LQ� WKH�
language of deceit, or the company 
is fully aware of the realities on 
the ground, and has chosen to ig-
nore them. In either case, Kosmos 
should more carefully consider the 
skewed power dynamics in the con-
ÀLFW��WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQ-
al law, and the position of the Sah-
rawi people, before disregarding 
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�SUR¿WV�

Republished with permission from 
Muftah.org
This article originally appeared 
on Muftah.org. Follow Muftah on 
Twitter @MuftahOrg. 
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<HPHQ·V�ILUVW�DQG��PRVW�ZLGHO\�UHDG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�QHZVSDSHU

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
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)D[�����������������
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Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
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Egypt’s need for low-income housing

Energy company drills through human rights in the 
Western Sahara
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