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SANA’A, Jan. 28—Dozens of 
Sana’a University students staged 
anti-Houthi protests on Wednes-
day afternoon on Al-Siteen Street. 
The demonstrators were forced to 
change their location from Change 
Square in front of Sana’a University 
to avoid clashes with Houthis.

Walid Al-Ammari, a well-known 
youth activist in his mid-twenties 
who joined the anti-Houthi dem-
onstrations on Wednesday, said 
protestors marched from Al-Siteen 
Street to Al-Ribat Street voicing 
their opposition to the Houthis’ con-
trol over ministries and public insti-
tutions. 

According to Mohammad Al-Ya-
mani, a young activist participat-
ing in the protest, “Houthi gunmen 
were deployed in Al-Siteen Street 
EHIRUH�ZH�DUULYHG�´�7KH\�¿UHG�ZDUQ-
ing shots in the air and assaulted 
protesters in Al-Qadisiyyah round-
about, Al-Yamani said. 

Al-Ammari reported that Houthi 
gunmen attacked the protesters in 
Al-Ribat Street using batons. 

“The Houthis also arrested some 
protesters, including the journal-
ist Yusuf Ajlan, who works for Al-
Masdar Online, and took them to an 
unknown place,” he said. 

According to Al-Ammari, “The 
students organized the protest at Al-
Siteen and Al-Ribat Street because 
the Houthi gunmen are controlling 
Change Square and preventing peo-
ple from gathering there.”

Ghanem Al-Shaheri, who studies 
French at Sana’a University, agreed. 
“Houthi gunmen and soldiers of the 
Sana’a Security Department—who 
DUH�ḊOLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�+RXWKLV²ZHUH�
deployed at the square’s entrances. 
They checked students and others 
entering the square and Sana’a Uni-
versity,” he said.

Al-Shaheri and Al-Ammari both 
pointed out that the Houthis pre-
vented student gatherings at the 

square. “They even asked students 
who were walking to university in 
JURXSV� RI� IRXU� RU� ¿YH� WR� VHSDUDWH�´�
said Al-Ammari.   

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the 
+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�LQ�6DQD¶D��GH-
nied that Houthis were responsible 
for monitoring Change Square and 
attacking protestors on Wednes-
day. “Those gunmen aren’t Houthis. 
They are men who try to defame 
the reputation of Houthis,” he said, 
adding, “The security apparatus is 
responsible for protecting the pro-
testers.”

Mohammad Hizam, deputy head 
of the Public Relations Department 
at the Ministry of Interior, told the 
Yemen Times, “The current situ-
ation of the country doesn’t allow 
the interior ministry to intervene.” 
He denied that the ministry was re-
sponsible for closing the entrances 
to Change Square and interfering in 
student protests. 

On Saturday, Jan. 24, hundreds 
of Sana’a University students staged 
WKHLU� ¿UVW� DQWL�+RXWKL� SURWHVW� IRO-
lowing the resignations of Presi-
dent Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi and 
members of Cabinet. On Sunday and 

Monday, protestors reported violent 
assaults and arrests.

Al-Shaheri himself claims he was 
arrested on Sunday. “I was arrested 
along with other students on Sun-
day at 11:30 a.m. and was taken to 
the October 14 Police Station on 
Al-Siteen Street. Other students 
were taken to the Al-Jedairi Police 
Station. We were released at about 
10:30 p.m.,” he said.

“It’s our right to protest and no-
body can stop us. Why were protests 
allowed in 2011 and now it is prohib-
ited. The Peace and National Part-
nership Agreement didn’t permit 
the Houthis to arrest and imprison 
protesting students.” 

Abdullah Al-Hasmani, who stud-
ies engineering at Sana’a University 
and participated in demonstrations 
on Monday, said 12 students were 
arrested that day—none of whom 
were released as of Wednesday eve-
ning. 

Abdulrahman Barman, a lawyer 
who works with the Organization for 
Defending Human Rights and Free-
GRPV��+22'���FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�VRPH�
of the students are still arrested, but 
was unable to give the exact number. 
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New body seen as step toward unifying south

Student protests defy violent 
Houthi opposition

Bin Mubarak release 
unconditional, Houthis say

Our Opinion Report
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SANA’A, Jan. 27—Following its 
formation in Aden on Monday, 
prominent southerners have an-
nounced their support for the Na-
tional Southern Body for Liberation 
and Independence. The body was 
created by 13 Southern Movement 
factions, including political parties, 
student organizations and unions, 
DQG�DLPV�WR�XQLI\� WKH�PDQ\�GL̆HU-
ent factions within the pro-seces-
sion Southern Movement. 

Ahmed Bamualem, the deputy 
head of the body, estimates there 
are a total of 30 to 35 factions or 
groups within the Southern Move-
PHQW�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�IHZ�GL̆HUHQW�
leaders. Included in the 13 factions 
that formed the National Southern 
Body for Liberation and Indepen-
dence, are the Supreme Peaceful 
Southern Movement Council For 
Liberation and Independence, the 
Free Arabian Southern Union, 
Aden National Studies Center, and 
the Southern Writers Union. 

“We have decided not to stay si-
lent without taking action. So the 
southern revolutionary and politi-
cal organizations decided to form 
the National Southern Body for 
Liberation and Independence,” 
Bamualem told the Yemen Times. 
“We are meeting with southern fac-
tions in order to listen and consult 
with them. We are keeping in touch 
with all the southern leaders.” 

The 13 groups chose Abdulrah-
man Al-Jifri as the leader of the 
National Southern Body for Libera-
tion and Independence. Al-Jifri was 
born in the southern governorate of 
Shabwa in the early 1940s. He was 

a prominent opposition politician 
LQ� WKH� VRXWK� DQG� ÀHG� WKH� FRXQWU\�
following the 1994 war. Al-Jifri re-
turned to Yemen on Nov. 28, 2014, 
in time to attend mass demonstra-
tions by southerners marking Inde-
pendence Day on Nov. 30. 

“The declaration of this body is 
D� PDWWHU� RI� FRQWLQXLQJ� RXU� H̆RUWV�
in order to establish a common 
ground and create unity among 
the southerners. Currently, we are 
SODQQLQJ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�ṘFHV�IRU�WKLV�
body, branches which would be part 
of the body in all the southern gov-
ernorates,” Bamualem said. 

The body will hold meetings 
ZLWK� GL̆HUHQW� IDFWLRQV� DQG� VRXWK-
ern leaders, which Bamualem 
said could last a week or a couple 
months, depending on how long it 
takes to reach agreement. “Then all 
southern political and revolution-
ary organizations will establish the 
Southern Comprehensive Confer-
ence in order to get the southern 
leaders together.” The aim of the 
conference is to bring representa-
tives from all southern factions 
together to decide on a leadership 
which will represent all southern-
ers.

Arslan Al-Sakkaf, secretary gen-
eral of the Southern Labor Union 
and a protestor at Al-Arood Square 
in Aden, told the Yemen Times that 
the formation of this body means 
the southern people are on their 
ZD\�WR�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�XQL¿HG�OHDGHU-
ship. 

“Southerners are happy about 
this move at this particular time. As 
the situation in Sana’a is confusing, 
and the Houthi group is trying to 
replace the state, southerners have 

to seize this opportunity. We have 
to take advantage of such chaos in 
Sana'a and be united. The forma-
tion of this body is a real positive 
introduction to one united southern 
leadership,” he said. 

Al-Sakkaf said the Southern La-
bor Union supports the National 
Southern Body for Liberation and 
Independence, but is not one of 
the 13 founding groups because the 
union aims to represent everyone in 
the Southern Movement and does 
not want to be associated with a 
VSHFL¿F�ERG\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�PRYHPHQW��

Abdullah Rashid, one of the 
founders of the Southern Move-
ment, agreed that the formation 
of the body is important to unite 
southern factions. “There is no gov-
ernment and there is no president. 
Now is the time for the southern 
people to realize what they want, 
namely independence. Unity with 
northern Yemen came to an end 
after the 1994 war,” he told the Ye-

men Times. 
Rashid believes steps like the 

formation of the body on Monday 
will be successful in overcoming 
the south’s divided leadership. “The 
southern people have reconciled 
DQG� IRUJRWWHQ� WKH�SDVW��2XU�GL̆HU-
ences will not hinder our unity, and 
we are determined to regain control 
of our former state,” he said. 

As of Wednesday afternoon no 
Southern Movement leader had is-
sued a statement opposing the re-
cently established body.

However, Ali Al-Naqi, a local 
resident and journalist in Aden, 
said not everyone in Aden sees it 
as a positive move. “What Al-Jifri 
proposes and says is not welcomed 
by everyone. This move could cause 
further rifts. Now he is another in-
ÀXHQWLDO�VRXWKHUQ�OHDGHU�ZKR�FRXOG�
cause further political competition 
LQ� WKH� VRXWK�DQG�PRUH�GL̆HUHQFHV��
Thus, this will probably complicate 
the southern issue,” he said.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 28—Tribal lead-
HUV� DQG� +RXWKLV� FRQ¿UPHG� RQ�
Wednesday the release of Ahmed 
Awad Bin Mubarak, the director 
RI� WKH�SUHVLGHQW¶V�ṘFH�� WKH�SUH-
vious day. Mubarak was appar-
ently released without condition 
following negotiations with tribal 
leaders from Al-Nasab district in 
Shabwa governorate. 

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a 
member of the Houthi Political 
2̇FH� LQ�6DQD¶D�� VDLG�PHGLDWLRQV�
were headed by Sheikh Awadh 
Bin Wazir Al-Awlaqi. Following 
Mubarak’s release, Al-Awlaqi 
told Al-Jazeera that he was re-
united with his family and had 
been moved to Shabwa. “We call 
on the Houthis to end their siege 
on the president and his cabinet, 
we are in an unsafe and insecure 
situation,” he said. 

Abdulrahman Al-Shaibah, a 
resident of Shabwa’s Nasab dis-
trict who lives near Sheikh Al-
$ZODTL�� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW�0XEDUDN�
was staying at the house of 
the sheikh who negotiated 
his release, and that he was in 
good health. Bin Mubarak is 
originally from the same dis-
trict in Shabwa. 

Asked why Bin Mubarak 
was released to tribal lead-
ers rather than government 
mediators, Al-Bukhaiti said 
the Houthis were acting on 
requests from tribal sheikhs 
and that, following the res-
ignation of President Hadi 
and his Cabinet, there was no 
valid government to negoti-
ate with. 

Al-Bukhaiti denied reports 
on national news outlets 
that Mubarak was released 
on condition that he leave 
the country. He also denied 
claims that Mubarak had 
been moved to a location in 

Sada’a governor-
ate during his 
i m p r i s o n m e n t . 
The reason for 
his long deten-
tion, he claimed, 
was President 
Hadi’s refusal to 
meet the group’s 
demands and his 
decision to resign 
IURP�ṘFH��

Mubarak was 
detained in an 
attempt to pres-
sure President 
Hadi into meeting 
Houthi demands, 
according to Al-
Bukhaiti, and be-
cause he was withholding docu-
ments that only he had access to 
from his time as general secretary 
of the National Dialogue Confer-
ence (NDC). 

It is not clear what information 
these documents might contain, 
but the Houthis’ demands were 
laid out by the group’s leader, Ab-

dulmalik Al-Houthi, in a televised 
speech last Tuesday. They include 
reforming the National Authority 
for the Implementation of NDC 
Outcomes, amending the draft 
constitution, implementing the 
Peace and National Partnership 
Agreement (PNPA), and seeking 
a resolution to the security situa-
tion in Marib governorate. 
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SANA’A, Jan. 27²2̇FHUV� LQ�
WUDLQLQJ� KDYH� QRW� DWWHQGHG� WKHLU�
FRXUVHV� DW� WKH� :DU� $FDGHP\� LQ�
6DQD¶D� VLQFH� 7XHVGD\�� D� GD\� DIWHU�
+RXWKL�SHUVRQQHO�HQWHUHG�WKH�FRP-
SRXQG�DQG�DOOHJHGO\�VHL]HG�PLOLWDU\�
HTXLSPHQW��
9LVLWLQJ�WKH�DFDGHP\�RQ�7XHVGD\�

PRUQLQJ��LQ�WKH�%DQL�$O�+DULWK�GLV-
WULFW�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO��WKH�
<HPHQ� 7LPHV� IRXQG� DOPRVW� QRQH�
RI� WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQ¶V� ������ VWXGHQWV�
LQ� DWWHQGDQFH�� &RQÀLFWLQJ� UHDVRQV�
ZHUH�JLYHQ�IRU�WKHLU�DEVHQFH�
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� D� VHFXULW\� ṘFHU�

SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�DFDGHP\��ZKR�DVNHG�
WR� UHPDLQ� DQRQ\PRXV�� PDQDJH-
PHQW� LPSRVHG� PDQGDWRU\� OHDYH�
RQ� 0RQGD\� HYHQLQJ� DIWHU� DURXQG�
���� VWXGHQWV� ZDONHG� RXW� LQ� SUR-
WHVW� DJDLQVW� ³WKH� +RXWKLV¶� FRQWURO�
RYHU�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�
DFDGHP\�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKHLU� WKHIW� RI�
DUPDPHQWV�´�
$W�ERWK�HQWUDQFHV�WR�WKH�DFDGHP\�

WKH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� IRXQG� FKHFN-
SRLQWV�PDQQHG�E\�SHUVRQQHO�ZKRVH�
YHKLFOHV�DQG�ZHDSRQV�ZHUH�PDUNHG�
ZLWK� +RXWKL� VORJDQV�� 6L[� DUPHG�
PHQ� ZHUH� VWDWLRQHG� DW� HLWKHU� HQ-
WUDQFH��DQG�D�KHDYLHU�SUHVHQFH�ZDV�
VHHQ�LQ�WKH�YLFLQLW\�RI�WKH�DFDGHP\��
$Q� ṘFHU� WUDLQHH�� VSHDNLQJ� WR�

WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�DQRQ\PRXVO\�YLD�
SKRQH�� ZDV� DEOH� WR� FRQ¿UP� WKHVH�
HYHQWV�� ³2Q� 0RQGD\� PRUQLQJ�� DO-
PRVW�����VWXGHQWV�YLRODWHG�PLOLWDU\�
RUGHUV� IRUELGGLQJ� WKHP�IURP� OHDY-
LQJ�´�KH�VDLG��DGGLQJ�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�

KDG�PHW�ZLWK�&KLHI�RI�6WD̆�+XVVHLQ�
1DML�.KDLUDQ�EHIRUHKDQG��³,QVWHDG�
RI� GRLQJ�KLV� MRE� DQG�QHJRWLDWLQJ� D�
VHWWOHPHQW� ZLWK� WKH� +RXWKLV�� RU�
SUHVVXULQJ�WKHP�WR�OHDYH��KH�VLPSO\�
RUGHUHG�WKH�VWXGHQWV�WR�VWD\�SXW�´

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� DQRWKHU� WUDLQHH��
&KLHI�RI�6WD̆�.KDLUDQ�LQIRUPHG�WKH�
VWXGHQWV�WKDW�³WKH�>+RXWKLV¶@�SRSX-
ODU� FRPPLWWHHV� DUH� \RXU� EURWKHUV�
DQG�DUH�FRRSHUDWLQJ�ZLWK�\RX��WKHUH�
LV� QR� UHDVRQ� WR� IHDU� WKHP�´� ZKLOH�

UHPLQGLQJ�WKHP�RI�WKH�QHHG�WR�³XQ-
GHUVWDQG�WKH�QDWXUH�RI� WKH�FXUUHQW�
SROLWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�´
6WXGHQWV�UHVSRQGHG�E\�GHFODULQJ�

WKH\�KDG�UHJLVWHUHG�LQ�WKH�DFDGHP\�
ZLWK� WKH� EHOLHI� WKH\� ZHUH� VHUYLQJ�
WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�'HIHQVH��DQG�ZRXOG�
QRW� KDYH�GRQH� VR�KDG� WKH\� NQRZQ�
LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�³+RXWKL�PLOLWLD�DFDG-
HP\�´�WKH�WUDLQHH�VDLG��³7KHLU�LQWHU-
IHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�DFDGHP\�LV�XQDFFHSW-
DEOH²KRZ� FDQ� D� FLYLOLDQ� SURWHFW� D�
VROGLHU"� 7KLV� FDQ� RQO\� KDSSHQ� LQ�
<HPHQ�´�
7KH� VRXUFHV� DOVR� DOOHJH� WKDW�

KXQGUHGV� RI� ṘFHU� WUDLQHHV� ZHUH�
UHFUXLWHG�E\� WKH�+RXWKLV��ZKR� HQ-
WHUHG� WKH� DFDGHP\�DERDUG� WZR�YH-
KLFOHV�RQ�0RQGD\�PRUQLQJ��EHIRUH�
UH�IXHOOLQJ�DQG�WDNLQJ�DQ�LQYHQWRU\�
RI� WKH� DFDGHP\¶V� ZHDSRQV� VWRFN-
SLOH�� $Q\RQH�ZKR� YRLFHG� WKHLU� RS-
SRVLWLRQ� ZDV� WKUHDWHQHG� ZLWK� H[-
SXOVLRQ�� WKH\� VDLG�� DOWKRXJK� LW� LV�
QRW�\HW�FOHDU�ZKDW�WKH�IDWH�RI�WKRVH�
SURWHVWLQJ�ZLOO�EH��
+RZHYHU�� VSHDNLQJ� ZLWK� WZR�

RWKHU�VRXUFHV�DW�WKH�DFDGHP\��D�GLI-
IHUHQW�YHUVLRQ�RI�HYHQWV�ZDV�JLYHQ��
$OL�$KPDG�$O�'DKLUL��ZKR�ZRUNV�DV�
DQ�DVVLVWDQW�VHFXULW\�PDQDJHU��VDLG�
WKH�VWXGHQWV�KDG�OHIW�IRU�WKHLU�UHJX-
ODU�RQH�ZHHN� OHDYH��ZKLFK� LV� JLYHQ�
HYHU\�VL[�PRQWKV��
1RQHWKHOHVV�� KH� DGGHG�� ³ZH� DUH�

FRRSHUDWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�SRSXODU�FRP-

PLWWHHV� DQG� RXU� JRDO� LV� WR� SURWHFW�
WKH�DFDGHP\��DQG�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�SR-
OLWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�FRRSHUDWLRQ�LV�NH\�´
6DGLT� $O�0DUDQL�� D� ¿QDQFLDO� RI-

¿FHU� DW� WKH� DFDGHP\�� DOVR� SOHGJHG�
KLV�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�+RXWKLV¶�SRSX-
ODU� FRPPLWWHHV�� ZKLFK� KH� VDLG� DUH�
ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DFDGHP\¶V�VWD̆�WR�
HQVXUH�VHFXULW\��+H�FODLPHG�DOO�VWX-
GHQWV�ZHUH�FRRSHUDWLQJ�ZLWK�SRSX-
ODU� FRPPLWWHH� PHPEHUV�� DQG� WKDW�
DQ\� DOOHJDWLRQV� WKDW� VWXGHQWV� KDG�
OHIW� LQ�SURWHVW�RU�WKDW� WKH�DFDGHP\�
KDG�EHHQ�UDQVDFNHG�ZHUH�IDOVH�
0DKPRXG�$O�-XQDLG�� D�PHPEHU�

RI� WKH�+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�� WROG�
WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV� WKDW� WKH� JURXS¶V�
SRSXODU�FRPPLWWHHV�DUH�ORFDWHG�DOO�
RYHU�6DQD¶D�� DQG� WKHLU�SUHVHQFH� LQ�
WKH�:DU� $FDGHP\� LV� IRU� WKH� VDPH�
UHDVRQ� DV� DOO� JRYHUQPHQW� KHDG-
TXDUWHUV�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV��7R�³PRQ-
LWRU� LWV�SHUIRUPDQFH�´�E\�ZKLFK�KH�
PHDQV�SUHYHQW�FRUUXSWLRQ�
$O�-XQDLG� FODLPHG� WKH� SRSXODU�

FRPPLWWHHV�GLG�QRW�VWHDO�DQ\�ZHDS-
RQV�IURP�WKH�DFDGHP\��EXW�PHUHO\�
FUHDWHG� DQ� LQYHQWRU\� IRU� WKHP� LQ�
RUGHU� WR� SUHYHQW� WKHP� IURP�EHLQJ�
VWROHQ�E\�DQ\RQH�HOVH��
7KH� :DU� $FDGHP\�� ZKLFK� ZDV�

IRXQGHG� RQ�0D\� ��� ������ SURYLGHV�
ṘFHU�WUDLQLQJ�SURJUDPV�DQG�LV�UXQ�
XQGHU�WKH�DXVSLFHV�RI�WKH�0LQLVWU\�
RI�'HIHQVH�� 7KH� KHDG� RI� WKH� DFDG-
HP\�LV�0RKDPPDG�6DOHK�6KDL]HU�

Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Jan. 28²,Q�D�WHOHYLVHG�
VSHHFK�GHOLYHUHG�RQ�7XHVGD\�QLJKW��
+RXWKL� OHDGHU� $EGXOPDOLN� $O�
+RXWKL� FDOOHG� IRU� D�PHHWLQJ� WR� EH�
FRQYHQHG�RQ�)ULGD\�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�
FXUUHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�FULVLV��
$O�+RXWKL� FDOOHG� RQ� UHOLJLRXV�

VFKRODUV�� DFDGHPLFV�� SROLWLFLDQV��
WULEDO� OHDGHUV� DQG� RWKHUV� FLWL]HQV�
WR� WDNH�SDUW� LQ�ZKDW�KH�FDOOHG� ³DQ�
H[FHSWLRQDO� PHHWLQJ´� WR� DGGUHVV�
WKH�FXUUHQW�GHDGORFN��IROORZLQJ�WKH�
UHVLJQDWLRQV�RI�3UHVLGHQW�+DGL�DQG�
WKH�&DELQHW�RQ�-DQ������
$O�+RXWKL� VWUHVVHG� KLV� JURXS¶V�

ZLOOLQJQHVV� WR� HQVXUH� D� SHDFHIXO�
WUDQVLWLRQ��DQG�FDOOHG�RQ�RWKHU�IDF-
WLRQV� WR� VXSSRUW� H̆RUWV� WR� ¿QG� D�
SHDFHIXO�UHVROXWLRQ��
0RKDPPDG� $O�%XNKDLWL�� D�

PHPEHU�RI�WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2I-
¿FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� WKH�
PHHWLQJ� ZLOO� WDNH� SODFH� LQ� 6DQD¶D�
RQ�)ULGD\��DOWKRXJK�WKH�H[DFW�WLPH�
DQG�SODFH�LV�\HW�WR�EH�GHWHUPLQHG��
+H�VDLG�SULRULW\�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�WR�LP-
SOHPHQWLQJ�WKH�3HDFH�DQG�1DWLRQDO�
3DUWQHUVKLS� $JUHHPHQW� �313$���
VLJQHG�6HSW������DV�ZHOO�DV�¿QGLQJ�
VROXWLRQV� WR� WKH� FXUUHQW� SROLWLFDO�
LPSDVVH���

³$�QHZ�SRZHU�ZLOO�EH�IRUJHG�DIWHU�
WKH� PHHWLQJ�� DV� 3UHVLGHQW� +DGL¶V�
SDJH�ZDV�WXUQHG�ZLWK�KLV�UHVLJQD-
WLRQ�´� VDLG� $O�%XNKDLWL�� ³1HJRWLD-
WLRQV�DUH�RQJRLQJ�WR�¿QG�DQ�DJUHH-
DEOH� VXEVWLWXWH� IRU� WKH� SUHVLGHQW��
VRPHRQH�DEOH�DQG�ZLOOLQJ�WR�LPSOH-
PHQW� WKH� GHPDQGV� DOUHDG\� SXW�
IRUWK�E\�$EGXOPDOLN�$O�+RXWKL�´
7KHVH� GHPDQGV�� ODLG� RXW� E\�$O�

+RXWKL� LQ� ODVW� ZHHN¶V� WHOHYLVHG�
VSHHFK�� LQFOXGHG� FDOOV� WR� UHIRUP�
WKH�1DWLRQDO�$XWKRULW\�IRU�WKH�,P-
SOHPHQWDWLRQ� RI� 1'&� 2XWFRPHV��
DPHQG� WKH� GUDIW� FRQVWLWXWLRQ�� LP-
SOHPHQW� WKH� 3HDFH� DQG� 1DWLRQDO�
3DUWQHUVKLS� $JUHHPHQW� �313$���
DQG�WR�VHHN�D�UHVROXWLRQ�WR�WKH�VH-
FXULW\�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�0DULE��
8QOLNH� WKH� OHDGHU¶V� SUHYLRXV�

VSHHFK� RQ� -DQ�� ���� ZKLFK� ZDV�
DLUHG� RQ� WKH� +RXWKL�ḊOLDWHG� $O�
0DVLUD� FKDQQHO��7XHVGD\¶V� VSHHFK�
ZDV�EURDGFDVW�E\� WKH�VWDWH�RZQHG�
<HPHQ� 79� FKDQQHO�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR�
$GQDQ� $O�5DKHML�� D� <HPHQL� SR-
OLWLFDO�DQDO\VW�DQG�MRXUQDOLVW�DW�WKH�
<HPHQL�EDVHG� LQGHSHQGHQW� QHZV�
ZHEVLWH�.KDEDU��LW�LV�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�
RI� ³WKH� IXOO�GRPLQDQFH�RI�+RXWKLV�
RYHU�PHGLD�DQG�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�´
<HPHQ�79¶V�QHZV�GLUHFWRU��7DZ-

¿N� $O�6KDUDEL�� UHVLJQHG� IURP� KLV�
SRVW�ODVW�ZHHN�7XHVGD\�LQ�UHVSRQVH�
WR� +RXWKL� LQWHUIHUHQFH� ZLWK� WKH�
FKDQQHO¶V� HGLWRULDO� SROLF\� DQG� DO-
OHJHG�FHQVRUVKLS�
.HHQ� WR� DYRLG� IXOO� UHVSRQVLELO-

LW\�IRU�WKH�SXEOLF�EDFNODVK�WKDW�KDV�
IROORZHG� 3UHVLGHQW� +DGL¶V� UHVLJ-
QDWLRQ�� WKH�+RXWKLV¶� OHDGHUVKLS� LV�
FDOOLQJ�D�PHHWLQJ�RXW�RI�VHOI�LQWHU-
HVW� DV� PXFK� DV� QDWLRQDO� LQWHUHVW��
$O�5DKHML�VDLG��
³7KH�+RXWKLV�ZLOO�ULVN�GHFODULQJ�

D� QHZ� SUHVLGHQWLDO� FRXQFLO� ZLWK�
D� QHZ� SUHVLGHQW� RQ� )ULGD\�� 7KH\�
ZDQW� WR� LQYROYH�DV�PDQ\�SROLWLFDO��
VRFLDO� DQG� UHOLJLRXV� IDFWLRQV� DV�
SRVVLEOH� WR� DYRLG� DQ\� IDOORXW�� DQG�
WKH\�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRPPXQLW\� RQ� WKHLU�
RZQ�´�KH�VDLG���

Students walk out of Sana’a War Academy

Houthi leader calls for national 
dialogue on Friday

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 27²$V�RI�:HGQHV-
GD\� HYHQLQJ� WKH� <HPHQL� 6RFLDOLVW�
3DUW\� DQG� WKH� ,VODK� DQG� 1DVVHULVW�
SDUWLHV�FRQWLQXH�WR�UHIXVH�WDONV�RYHU�
<HPHQ¶V�SROLWLFDO�IXWXUH��VD\LQJ�WKH\�
ZLOO� RQO\� EHJLQ� QHJRWLDWLRQV� RQFH�
WKUHH�FRQGLWLRQV�DUH�PHW��$Q�HQG�WR�
WKH�KRXVH�DUUHVWV�RI�PHPEHUV�RI�JRY-
HUQPHQW�� WKH�ZLWKGUDZDO� RI�+RXWKL�
JXQPHQ� IURP� WKH� 3UHVLGHQWLDO� 3DO-
DFH��DQG�QRQ�LQWHUIHUHQFH� LQ�SHDFH-
IXO�DQWL�+RXWKL�SURWHVWV�
0RKDPPDG� $O�6DEUL�� D� OHDGLQJ�

PHPEHU�RI�WKH�1DVVHULVW�3DUW\��WROG�
WKH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� RQ� 7XHVGD\� WKDW�
KLV� SDUW\� FRQWLQXHV� WR� RSSRVH� QH-
JRWLDWLRQV�ZLWK� WKH�+RXWKLV�� ³7KHUH�
ZHUH� VHYHUDO� DWWHPSWV�PDGH� E\� -D-
PDO�%HQRPDU�>WKH�81�VSHFLDO�HQYR\�
WR�<HPHQ@�WR�WDON�XV�RXW�RI�RXU�GHFL-
VLRQ��EXW�ZH�PDGH�RXU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�
LQ�QHJRWLDWLRQV�FRQGLWLRQDO�XSRQ�WKH�
HQGLQJ� RI� WKH� PLQLVWHUV¶� KRXVH� DU-
UHVW�� WKH�HQG�RI�YLROHQW� LQWHUIHUHQFH�
LQ� SHDFHIXO� DQWL�+RXWKL� SURWHVWV��
DQG�WKH�HYDFXDWLRQ�RI�DUPHG�+RXWKLV�
IURP�WKH�3UHVLGHQWLDO�3DODFH�´�
7KH� WKUHH� SDUWLHV� UHOHDVHG� VHSD-

UDWH� VWDWHPHQWV� RQ� 6XQGD\�� GHFODU-
LQJ� WKHLU� ZLWKGUDZDO� IURP� QHJRWLD-
WLRQV�WKDW�VWDUWHG�RQ�)ULGD\��-DQ������
DQG�LQYROYHG�DOO�RI�<HPHQ¶V�SROLWLFDO�
SDUWLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�+RXWKLV�
1HJRWLDWLRQV� RQ� )ULGD\� IROORZHG�

¿HUFH� ¿JKWLQJ� EHWZHHQ� +RXWKLV�
DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�IRUFHV�LQ�6DQD¶D�RQ�
-DQ������WKH�+RXWKLV¶�WDNHRYHU�RI�WKH�
3UHVLGHQWLDO�3DODFH�RQ�-DQ������DQG�
WKH� UHVLJQDWLRQ� RQ� -DQ�� ��� RI� WKH�
SUHVLGHQW�DQG�WKH�&DELQHW��
$�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�YRWH�RQ�ZKHWKHU�

WR� DFFHSW� 3UHVLGHQW�+DGL¶V� UHVLJQD-
WLRQ� ZDV� SRVWSRQHG� LQGH¿QLWHO\��
8QGHU� DUWLFOH� ���� RI� WKH� FRQVWLWX-
WLRQ� WKH� SUHVLGHQW� PXVW� ZDLW� WKUHH�
PRQWKV�EHIRUH�VXEPLWWLQJ�D� VHFRQG�
UHVLJQDWLRQ�� ZKLFK� 3DUOLDPHQW� FDQ�
QRW�UHMHFW��7KH�WKUHH�SDUWLHV�DUH�VWLOO�
DWWHQGLQJ� WKH� PHHWLQJV� UHYROYLQJ�
DURXQG� WKH�SUHVLGHQW� DQG�&DELQHW¶V�
UHVLJQDWLRQ� RQ� UHTXHVW� E\� WKH�81¶V�
%HQRPDU��EXW�DUH�UHIXVLQJ�WR�GLVFXVV�
SROLWLFDO� GHYHORSPHQWV� XQWLO� WKHLU�
GHPDQGV�DUH�PHW�
³7KH�+RXWKLV¶� GHVLUH� IRU� QHJRWLD-

WLRQV�ZLWK� WKH�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�GRHV�
QRW� VWHP� IURP� WKHLU� ORYH� IRU� WKH�
FRXQWU\�´�$O�6DEUL�FODLPV��³7KH\�XVH�

WKHVH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�DV�D�FRYHU�IRU�WKH�
FULPHV� WKH\� FRPPLWWHG� LQ� 6DQD¶D��
,I� ZH� HQJDJH� LQ� GLDORJXH� ZLWK� WKH�
+RXWKLV�� ZH� FRQGRQH� WKH� YLROHQFH�
WKH\� HQDFW� DJDLQVW� DQ\RQH� RSSRV-
LQJ� WKHP�� ,W� ZRXOG� DOVR� PHDQ� WKDW�
ZH� FRQGRQH� WKH� +RXWKLV¶� WDNHRYHU�
RI� 6DQD¶D� DQG� WKHLU� VLHJH� RQ�+DGL¶V�
KRXVH�DQG�WKH�3UHVLGHQWLDO�3DODFH�´�
$GQDQ�$O�2GDLQL��GHSXW\�KHDG�RI�

WKH�,VODK�3DUW\¶V�0HGLD�'HSDUWPHQW��
VDLG� ³RXU�ZLWKGUDZDO� IURP� WDONV� RQ�
6XQGD\�FDPH�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�VXS-
SUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�DQWL�+RXWKL�SURWHVWV�
LQ�6DQD¶D�´
2Q� 6XQGD\�� SURWHVWRUV� ZKR� KDG�

JDWKHUHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FLW\�YRLFLQJ�
WKHLU�RSSRVLWLRQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�+RXWKLV�
UHSRUWHG� YLROHQW� DVVDXOWV� DQG� DU-
UHVWV�
$� OHDGLQJ�PHPEHU� LQ� WKH�<HPHQL�

6RFLDOLVW� 3DUW\�� ZKR� UHIXVHG� WR� EH�
QDPHG�� H[SODLQHG� WKDW� ³WKH� SDUW\¶V�
OHDGHUVKLS� LV� FRQVWDQWO\� FDOOLQJ� RQ�
WKH�+RXWKLV�WR�HQG�WKHLU�KRXVH�DUUHVW�
RI� WKH�SDUW\¶V�VHFUHWDU\�JHQHUDO��'U��
0RKDPPDG�$O�0HNKOD¿��DQG�RWKHU�
PLQLVWHUV�´�7KHVH�KRXVH�DUUHVWV��WKH�
VRXUFH�FRPSODLQV��DUH�SROLWLFDOO\�DQG�
OHJDOO\� XQMXVWL¿HG� DQG� YLRODWH� KX-

PDQ� ULJKWV�� ³:H� GR� QRW� DFFHSW� WKH�
+RXWKLV¶�PHWKRG�RI� UHDFKLQJ�SROLWL-
FDO� VHWWOHPHQWV� WKURXJK� IRUFH�´� WKH�
VRXUFH�VDLG�
2Q�7XHVGD\� HYHQLQJ��$EGXOPDOLN�

$O�+RXWKL�� WKH�OHDGHU�RI�WKH�+RXWKL�
PRYHPHQW�� XVHG� D� WHOHYLVHG� VSHHFK�
WR� FODLP�� ³WKH� SROLWLFDO� IRUFHV� WKDW�

RSSRVH� GLDORJXH� DQG� QHJRWLDWLRQV�
GR�QRW�ZDQW�WR�RYHUFRPH�WKH�FXUUHQW�
FULVLV��7KH\�ZDQW� WR� WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�
RI� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ«� %XW� ZH�PD\� WDNH�
PHDVXUHV� DJDLQVW� WKHP� LI� WKH\� FRQ-
WLQXH�WKHLU�RSSRVLWLRQ�´�
$EGXOPDOLN� $O�)XKDLGL�� KHDG�

RI� WKH� *HQHUDO� 3HRSOH¶V� &RQJUHVV�

PRXWK�SLHFH� $O�0RWDPDU� 1HW�� VDLG�
WKH� SDUWLHV� WKDW� VWRSSHG� QHJRWLD-
WLRQV� DUH� VHHNLQJ� WR� SOHDVH� -DPDO�
%HQRPDU� DQG� DUH� QRW� VHUYLQJ� WKH�
EHVW� LQWHUHVW�RI� WKH�FRXQWU\��DGGLQJ�
WKDW� WKHLU� UHIXVDO� WR� QHJRWLDWH� LV� DQ�
REVWDFOH� WR� WKH� SROLWLFDO� SURFHVV� LQ�
<HPHQ�

Islah, Nasserist and Socialist parties refuse to resume negotiations

A major pharmaceutical company 
needs two pharmacists to work in its 

headquarters in Sana'a, provided they 
meet the following conditions:

1- Must be a Yemeni citizen
2- Must have a Bachelors degree
3- Should have good computer skills
4- Must have good English speaking 

and writing skills
5- Should be a recent graduate

Those who meet the aforementioned 
conditions and want to apply for the 
position should send a recent resume to 
the following e-mail or address:

E-mail: Recruit.gar@gmail.com
Fax: 272784

The deadline for applications is 2015 / 2 / 10

The three parties released separate statements on Sunday declaring their refusal to join negotiations 
WKDW�EHJDQ�)ULGD\��-DQ������IROORZLQJ�¿JKWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�+RXWKLV�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�IRUFHV�GD\V�HDUOLHU�

$URXQG�����RI¿FHUV�LQ�WUDLQLQJ�ZDONHG�RXW�LQ�SURWHVW�RI�WKH�+RXWKLV¶�SUHVHQFH�DW�WKH�DFDGHP\��7KLV�
SKRWR��WDNHQ�7XHVGD\��VKRZV�D�+RXWKL�PHPEHU�LQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�FORWKHV�PDQQLQJ�VHFXULW\�DW�WKH�HQWUDQFH��

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�+RXWKL�VRXUFH��WKH�JURXS�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�³VXEVWLWXWH�
IRU�WKH�SUHVLGHQW´�ZKR�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�LPSOHPHQW�$O�+RXWKL¶V�GHPDQGV�
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In “The Arab Cold War 
Revisited,” published in 
Middle East Policy 2013, I 
suggested that Arab monar-
chies, authoritarian repub-

lics, and Islamist forces comprised 
the three main axes competing for 
power in the Middle East. I argued 
that the competition would likely 
continue until the more radical Is-
lamists were defeated and the state 
systems went back to a more prag-
matic approach in their relations. 
An easy prediction to make, given 
what was already obvious in intra-
regional relations. What I failed to 
predict was the ferocity of the com-
petition and the revival with a ven-
geance of the seventh century war 
over the Caliphate. 

The Arab uprising of 2011 
knocked over four of the rotting 
regimes in the Arab world and se-
ULRXVO\� VKRRN� D� ¿IWK� �6\ULD��� 7KH�
failure of revolutionary forces to 
capitalize on their initial success 
DOORZHG� RWKHUV� WR� ¿OO� WKH� YDFXXP��
Tribal and Islamist forces in Yemen 
and Libya, the old regime cum mili-

tary in Egypt, and violent extrem-
LVP� RI� DOO� VKDGHV� LQ� 6\ULD�� ZKLFK�
opened the gates to the brutish 
IRUFHV�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH��,6,6�RU�
,6,/���2QO\�LQ�7XQLVLD�GLG�SUDJPD-
tism prevail among secular and Is-
lamist forces, allowing a new dem-
ocratic republic to emerge with the 
handover of power between out-
going and incoming presidents—
striking, remarkable, and utterly 
unique in modern Arab history.

The intrigue, fanaticism, and 
brutishness of the struggle we have 
seen in 2014 is not likely to dimin-
ish in 2015. The verse, “Eidon bi 
ayati halen udta ya eidu,” of the 
great Arab poet Al-Mutanabi, which 
laments that the celebration of a 
momentous occasion often brings 
nothing new at all, and the French 
adage “Plus ca change” strike me as 
DSW�DV�ZH�VWDUW�R̆�RQ�WKH�\HDU������
in the Middle East. The basic clash 
of forces will remain the same; 
the fanaticism and brutishness of 
Islamist extremism will continue 
unabated and the impotence of the 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\��UHDG��86�
IRUHLJQ� SROLF\�� ZLOO� SHUVLVW�� 7KDW�
said, nuanced political improve-
ments may indeed take place in 
Iraq, some economic successes will 

allow the military leadership there 
to gloat and plead with the inter-
national community for more time 
WR� VKRZ� LWV� H̆HFWLYHQHVV�� DQG� WKH�
Tunisian experiment—thank good-
ness—will continue to make steady, 
if slow progress on all fronts.

Iraq
)LUVW�� WKH� JRRG� QHZV�� 7KH� $EDGL�
government is a clear improvement 
over Maliki’s. Abadi has completed 
an Iraqi-Kurdish oil agreement, 
LPSURYHG�DWPRVSKHULFV��LI�QRWKLQJ�
HOVH�� ZLWK� WKH� 6XQQL� FRPPXQLW\��
DQG� R̆HUHG� WKH� SURPLVH� RI� EHWWHU�
UHODWLRQV� ZLWK� 6DXGL� $UDELD� DQG�
other GCC counties in the region. 
Allied bombing and the training 
RI� ,UDTL� 6SHFLDO� )RUFHV� �,6)�²HV-
pecially in Jordan—has resulted in 
battle front successes and an actual 
SXVKEDFN�RI�,6,/�IRUFHV�IURP�SUHYL-
ously held ground in the northwest 
RI� WKH� FRXQWU\��.XUGLVK�� 6KLD�� DQG�
,6)�FROODERUDWLRQ��ZLOO�DOORZ�,UDT¶V�
DQWL�,6,/� IRUFHV� WR� V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�
regain lost territory, with perhaps 
D� UHWXUQ� RI� 6XQQL� WULEDO� IRUFHV� WR�
SOD\LQJ�DQ�H̆HFWLYH�UROH� LQ� WKLV�DO-
liance.

Continued on the back page

What 2015 holds for the 
Middle East

Ahlam Mohsen and
Amal Al-Yarisi

I n the dusty plains of Marib 
governorate, a three-year-
ROG� FKLOG� UDLVHV� KLV� ¿VW� WR�
the sky and vows revenge 
for the death of his father 

DQG�EURWKHU�LQ�D�86�GURQH�VWULNH��
³,
P� JRLQJ� WR� ¿JKW� WKHP²,
P�

going to kill them. Just let me get 
bigger.” 

The Yemen Times visited the boy 
and his 25 siblings at the end of 
1RYHPEHU� ������ 2Q�0RQGD\�� WKH�
FKLOG� ORVW�DQRWKHU�EURWKHU� WR�D�86�
drone strike.

The drone was operated by the 
&,$�� $PHULFDQ� ṘFLDOV� WROG� 7KH�
New York Times. It hit a vehicle 
in Wadi Harib, Marib, on Mon-
day—ending any doubts that the 
86� ZRXOG� FRQWLQXH� FRXQWHUWHUURU�
operations after the resignation 
of Yemen’s pro-drone president, 
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi. 

The strike killed two Al-Qaeda 
LQ� WKH� $UDELDQ� 3HQLQVXOD� �$4$3��
members, but also a child. 
0RKDPPDG� 6DOHK� 'XDD\PDQ�

was 13 years old and in the sixth 
grade, according to his brother 
Mukdad. He was the third per-
VRQ� LQ� KLV� IDPLO\� NLOOHG� E\� D� 86�
GURQH��+LV�IDWKHU�6DOHK�'XDD\PDQ�
and 17-year-old brother, Gallal, 
ZHUH�NLOOHG� LQ�2FWREHU������ZKLOH�
searching for a camel that had 
strayed from the family’s farm. A 
second brother, age 14, survived to 
give details of that initial strike. 

An AQAP source told the Yemen 
Times on condition of anonymity 
that all three individuals killed on 
Monday were members of AQAP. 
But what does it mean for a barely 
pubescent boy to be a member of 
Al-Qaeda?
6LQFH�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�WKHLU�IDWKHU²

the family's only breadwinner—his 
daughter told the Yemen Times in 
'HFHPEHU�WKDW�$O�4DHGD�KDV�¿QDQ-
cially supported the family, buy-
ing them food and school clothes, 
even pens and notebooks so the 
children can continue schooling. 
When money was tight for AQAP, 
she said they would leave a weapon 
on the family's property that they 
could sell to buy food. 

“Who takes care of us? Al-Qaeda 
takes care of us now. They know my 
father was killed because of them, 
so they take care of the household. 
Not only that, they ask about us, 
ask us what we need, how we are. 
The government killed our father 
and gave us nothing. Twenty-six 
children, and they've never even 
DVNHG� KRZ� ZH
UH� GRLQJ��� 6DOHK
V�
daughter Noor* said.
7KH�2FWREHU������VWULNH�ZDV�LQ-

tended for AQAP militants that 

were on the mountains overlooking 
WKH�YDOOH\�ZKHUH�6DOHK�DQG�KLV�WZR�
teenage sons had laid their heads 
for the evening, after a tiring two 
days of searching for the camel. 

"He herded the camel, but it was 
not ours," his daughter Noor said. 
7KH� VXUYLYLQJ� VRQ� RI� WKH� 2FWR-

ber 2012 drone strike, Ezzadine, 
14, had accompanied his father 
and brother on that search. The 
father jumped up when he saw a 
green light from the sky over his 
head, Noor said. He woke his sons 
up, and told them to run. Ezza-
dine hid under a number of large 
rocks, while his father and brother 
kept running. He remained hidden 
from 9 p.m. until sunrise the next 
morning, when he heard the voices 
of men who had come to collect the 
bodies.

Noor told the Yemen Times that 
her father had fought alongside 
2VDPD� %LQ� /DGHQ� LQ� $IJKDQLVWDQ�
until returning to Yemen in 2001. 
When he returned, he cut a deal 
with the state, agreeing to fore-
go any relations with Al-Qaeda, 
and received a monthly salary of 
<5���������DERXW�������IURP�WKH�
state. 

"He left his old life behind," Noor 
said.

He also took on a number of odd 
jobs to support his large family of 
26 children—12 boys and 14 girls—
including buying and selling used 
cars and herding sheep and camels.

Noor said the government cut 
WKH�VDODU\�ZKHQ�6DOHK�GLHG�

“At the very least, they should 
have left the salary, so we could 
HDW� R̆� LW�� ,PDJLQH�� ZH� KDYH� RQO\�
Al-Qaeda to give the children new 
clothes for the Eid holiday," Noor 
added. 

An Al-Qaeda source told the Ye-
PHQ�7LPHV�WKDW�6DOHK�ZDV�QRW�SDUW�
of Al-Qaeda following his return 
from Afghanistan, but did cooper-
ate with the group, which included 
hosting AQAP operatives from 
time to time. 

Was Mohammad Duaayman 
an AQAP member?
Mohammad's family emphatically 
deny that he was a member of Al-
Qaeda. Their home is covered in 
$O�4DHGD� ÀDJV�� EXW� KLV� EURWKHU�
Mukdad and sister Noor distin-
guished between appreciation for 
the group that has kept them fed 
and being part of that group.

However, an Al-Qaeda source 
told the Yemen Times that Moham-
mad was a member of the group. 
When pushed, he distinguished 
between operational members of 
Al-Qaeda and people who support 
WKH�JURXS²ZKR�KH�VWLOO�GH¿QHG�DV�
part of Al-Qaeda.

Was Mohammed an Al-Qaeda 
operative?

"Be logical," the AQAP source 
said, "how can a 12-year-old [sic] 
EH�D�PHPEHU�RI�$O�4DHGD"�2XU�DLP�
was to convince him to join us in 
the future, especially considering 
that his father was killed in a drone 
strike."

The source said that new recruits 
usually receive training before be-
coming operatives, but that Al-Qa-
eda has a minimum age for these 
trainings. 

"It's true that we recruit children 
but we don't train them and they're 
not operatives until they are at 
least 15," the source said.   

If Mohammed was not an Al-Qa-
eda operative, was he still an AQAP 
“member”? The answer lies in how 

RQH�GH¿QHV�PHPEHUVKLS��
Are you Al-Qaeda if you voice 

VXSSRUW�IRU�$O�4DHGD"�2U�GRHV�EH-
ing an Al-Qaeda member neces-
sitate some sort of material assis-
tance to the group or willingness 
WR�SODQ�RU�FDUU\�RXW�DWWDFNV"�'RHV�
receiving support from Al-Qaeda 
make you a part of the group? Can 
sixth graders be Al-Qaeda?
%RWK�$4$3�DQG� WKH�86�JRYHUQ-

ment have an interest in accepting 
WKLV�¿UVW��EURDG�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�ZKR�LV�
$O�4DHGD�� ,Q� WKH�SDVW�� WKH�2EDPD�
administration has gone as far as 
pushing for the continued impris-
onment of a Yemeni journalist on 
terror related charges for his re-
porting. 
$EGXOHODK� +DLGHU� 6KD\H²ZKR�

had never claimed to support or 
be part of AQAP—was arrested on 
terror charges in August 2010 after 
UHYHDOLQJ�LQ�'HFHPEHU������WKDW�D�
strike in Al-Majala, Abyan gover-
norate, that left 21 children and 14 
ZRPHQ�GHDG�ZDV�D�86�VWULNH�IURP�
a Tomahawk cruise missile. The 

Yemeni government had claimed 
that it was a Yemeni strike. He was 
also known for his interviews with 
high-level Al-Qaeda leaders that 
appeared in international press, 
including the Washington Post. 
,Q� IDFW�� WKH� 2EDPD� DGPLQLVWUD-

tion considers "all military-age 
males in a strike zone as combat-
ants," several administration of-

¿FLDOV� WROG� WKH� 1HZ� <RUN� 7LPHV�
in June 2012. Every military-age 
male in Mohammad's village is 
considered a combatant, "unless 
there is explicit intelligence post-
humously proving them innocent," 
according to the Times. 

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki contributed 
to this report.  

Did a 13-year-old boy join Al-Qaeda? 

Journalist Adel Shamsan with Mohammad Saleh Duaayman on Nov. 29, 2014. On Monday, 13-year-old 
Mohammad was killed by a US drone strike in Wadi Harib, Marib governorate.

Mohammad is the third person in his family to be killed by a US 
drone, after a strike in October 2012 killed his father Saleh and 
brother Gallal. 
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Our OpiniOn

Ahlam Mohsen

“To make Yemen 
a good world 

citizen.“ 

YT vision 
statement

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
 (1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Goodbye 
Hadi, hello 

Houthis

I f recent behavior is any indi-
cation of what Yemen is in for, 
the Houthis will not be toler-
ating any dissent against their 
rule. 

It’s only been a week since the gov-
ernment resigned and in that week the 
Houthis have dispersed anti-Houthi 
rallies and beaten dozens of protest-
ers with batons, threatening hundreds 
PRUH�ZLWK�DXWRPDWLF�ULÀHV�DQG�NQLYHV��
Their attacks on journalists in just the 
past few days would make even former 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh blush. 
$VKUDI� $O�7L¿�� WKH� VHFUHWDU\� RI� WKH�

Rights and Freedom Committee with-
in the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 
(YSJ), told the Yemen Times Wednes-
day evening that there have been 
30 attacks against journalists by the 
Houthis since Saturday alone.

This does not include the move-
ment’s attacks on the profession itself 
since their takeover of the capital on 
Sept. 21. The Houthis have stormed 
and taken control of a number of state 
media organizations, including Al-
Thawra newspaper, forcing the gov-
ernment to order its suspension. The 
Houthis brought in their own team 
DQG�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�VWD̆�IURP�WKH�SDSHU�
who chose to stay despite the takeover, 
they have continued printing and dis-
tribution.

The YSJ said in a press release earli-
er this month that Al-Thawra’s editor, 
Faisal Makram, stepped down when 
the Houthis entered his home and 
forced him to resign at gunpoint.  

My friends at state radio stations tell 
me about the Houthi guards sent to 
“protect” the station who censor their 
news to make it more Houthi-friendly.   

The whereabouts of journalist Ya-
hya Al-Siwari, who was taken by the 
Houthis on Monday, remain unknown. 

Historically, the government has 
been behind most of the attacks on 
journalists in the country. The tran-
sition saw a decrease in government 
violence against journalists, but an 
overall increase in attacks on those in 
WKH� SURIHVVLRQ�� :LWK� GL̆HUHQW� DFWRUV�
competing for power, journalists could 
anticipate attacks from various parties 
and groups.

The Houthis say they’ve come to 
town to save us from a failing political 
transition and to achieve the goals of 
the 2011 uprising. Who’s going to save 
us from them? 
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First published Jan. 26

The hagiographies of the de-
ceased Saudi King Abdullah 
have piled up at a surprising 
UDWH��UHÀHFWLQJ�WKH�GHVLUH²WKH�
GHVSHUDWH�KRSH²DPRQJ�:HVW-

ern policy-makers that Saudi Arabia is on a 
SDWK�WR�³UHIRUP´�WKDW�MXVWL¿HV�WKHLU�FRQWLQ-
ued investment in a regime whose political 
repression, economic plunder, improvized 
regional interventions and cradling of re-
ligious obscurantism and zealotry (be-
heading for sorcery) is of a scale arguably 
unique in modern times. In an astounding 
move, the UK government even ordered 
ÀDJV�WR�EH�SXW�DW�KDOI�PDVW��

Yet the legacy of Abdullah as a “reform-
er” had already long dissipated before his 
death. Abdullah rose to prominence in the 
late 1990s at the beginning of his predeces-
sor Fahd’s long incapacitation at a time of 
collapsing oil prices and high government 
spending. In 1998 the then crown prince 
told Saudis, both the population and the 
ruling family, that they would have to 
tighten their belts.

The catastrophe of 9/11 created a further 
imperative for domestic reform and an ar-
ray of political activists spanning reformist 
clerics, Jeddah liberals, Islamists, leftists, 
Arab nationalists, Eastern Province Shia 
and women, who still require a category 
of their own, came together to formulate 
those demands in a series of petitions; 
liberals in particular felt that their time 

had come. The cult of Abdullah was born.
But both the security and the religious 

establishment were not happy. Prince 
Nayef, father of current interior minister 
and now deputy crown prince Mohammed 
Bin Nayef, jailed dozens of journalists, 
many left the country, and all talk of ditch-
ing the religious police, or Committee for 
the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of 
Vice, was checked. Nayef maintained par-
ticularly close ties with senior clerics, both 
those on the state-backed Council of Senior 
Religious Scholars and independents, who 
ZHUH�RIWHQ�EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�VWDWH�ODUJHVVH�LQ�
any case too.

It was Nayef who had the authority to 
gather hundreds of the ulama (religious 
scholars) in 2007 and request them to stop 
sending Saudis to blow themselves up in 
Iraq. That same year Nayef’s security forc-
es arrested a group of activists including 
Saud Mukhtar Al-Hashemi, a prominent 
,VODPLVW� ¿JXUH�LQ� -HGGDK�� WKH\� ZHUH� DF-
cused of ties to Al-Qaeda in Iraq, but were 
really arrested because they planned to es-
tablish a political party. Incapable of push-
ing forward with social reforms that would 
reduce Wahhabi restrictions, the former 
king was left only to push ahead with the 
King Abdullah University of Science and 
Technology project and economic cit-
ies as “liberal enclaves” where the rules 
RI� JHQGHU� VHJUHJDWLRQ� DQG� DOO� WKDW� ÀRZV�
from that (women driving, cinemas, public 
transport) could be put in abeyance for a 
putative liberal modernity to unfurl itself 
unhindered.

The Arab uprisings tore the narrative 

apart. Abdullah came back from convales-
cence in Al-Saud’s favorite holiday spot in 
Agadir, Morocco, to order King Hamad of 
Bahrain, waiting obediently on the tarmac, 
to crush the street mobilization that took 
R̆�DIWHU�0XEDUDN¶V�UHPRYDO�LQ�(J\SW��ZKLOH�
both the interior ministry and the senior 
clerics warned Saudis not to dare get on 
the streets too (protests and petitions are 
haram, the senior ulama declared). When 
they did not, Abdullah came forward with 
a series of funding gifts for religious and 
security institutions in thanks.

A campaign of repression was unleashed 
which saw long prison sentences for rights 
activists, bloggers, social media users and 
dissidents, usually tried in improvized 
VWDWH� VHFXULW\� FRXUWV� ṘFLDOO\� HVWDE-
lished for handling militants who were lav-
ished with money for wives and homes in 
return for their repentance. With the ruling 
family circling the wagons in fear for their 
future, the Arab Spring security paradigm 
has set the tone for the foreseeable future, 
and it’s easy to imagine that those munici-
pal elections held back in 2005 (remember 
then..?) will again be postponed this year.

The discourse on reforming Wahhabism, 
LQ� H̆HFW�DQ� DWWHPSW� WR� VPRRWK� LWV� URXJK-
er edges, also ran into the ground. In chal-
lenging Iran, Hezbollah, post-invasion 
,UDT�DQG�WKH�$VVDG�UHJLPH��6DOD¿�-LKDGLVP�
proved as useful as it had always been; in 
challenging the rise of the Muslim Broth-
erhood and political Islam, the state’s qui-
HWLVW� EUDQG�RI� 6DOD¿� ,VODP�SURYHG� HTXDOO\�
useful.

International conferences on “interfaith 

dialogue” went down well in the West, and 
created a buzz among his team that Abdul-
lah could perhaps get the Nobel Prize for 
peace, but were never taken seriously back 
home. The reform of the judiciary and legal 
system, perhaps the boldest of Abdullah’s 
reform projects in its similarity to the Ot-
toman Tanzimat, also ran into problems. 
&RGL¿FDWLRQ�RI�6KDULD��JRLQJ�EH\RQG�+DQ-
bali jurisprudence, and training judges in 
non-Islamic law were all deeply problemat-
ic and progress was slow: If there is to be a 
long-term result, this would perhaps be 
Abdullah’s true legacy. But as it stands, that 
for now should be regarded as rehabilitat-
ing Saudi Arabia’s tattered reputation after 
2001, bringing Saudi Arabia in line with 
global economic standards via entry into 
the World Trade Organization, and allow-
ing an air of openness to waft through an 
extremely tense society.
7KH�ÀDJV�DUH�DW�KDOI�PDVW�DQG�WKH�RELWX-

aries are hailing his policies because the 
West needs to believe that Saudi Arabia’s 
problems are solvable without violent up-
heaval.

Andrew Hammond is a senior policy fel-
low for the European Council on Foreign 
Relations’ Middle East & North Africa 
programme. He spent ten years working 
as a correspondent for Reuters, including 
a stint as Reuters bureau chief in Riyadh 
from 2006 to 2009. He has covered the 
Arab Spring uprisings in Egypt, Tuni-
sia, Bahrain, Yemen, and Morocco and 
reported from Iraq before and after the 
overthrow of Saddam Hussein.

Bruce Riedel
muftah.org
First published Jan. 25

The death of King Abdullah 
Bin Abdulaziz of Saudi Ara-
bia turns the focus of succes-
sion speculation in Arabia 
to the Sultanate of Oman. 

Sultan Qaboos, the longest-serving ruler 
in the Middle East, has been in Germany 
IRU� XQVSHFL¿HG� KHDOWK� UHDVRQV� VLQFH� ODVW�
summer. While the Saudi succession was 
transparent, Oman’s is opaque.

Qaboos was born on Nov. 18, 1940, in 
Salalah, the capital of Oman’s western 
province of Dhofar, which borders Ye-
men. He is the 14th-generation descen-
dant of the founder of the Al-Bu Saidi 
dynasty that created the sultanate in the 
1600s after expelling the Portuguese from 
Muscat. He was educated in India and the 
Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst, 
then spent a year with the British Army of 
the Rhine in Germany. When he returned 
home to Salalah, his father kept him iso-
lated and under virtual house arrest in the 
palace. The father was notoriously averse 
to any modernization of the country.

Qaboos came to power in July 1970 in 
a coup orchestrated by British intelligence 
XVLQJ�DUP\�ṘFHUV�VHFRQGHG�WR�WKH�2PDQL�
DUP\�� %ULWLVK� ṘFHUV� WRRN� FRQWURO� RI� WKH�
palace, lightly wounded the sultan in a 
VKRUW� JXQ¿JKW� DQG� WKHQ� 4DERRV¶� IDWKHU�
ZDV� ÀRZQ� RXW� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\� RQ� D�5R\DO�
Air Force jet, never to return. London was 
convinced regime change was essential 
because the country was in a civil war with 
a communist insurgency backed by the 
Soviets and their then proxy, the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen. The coun-
try had only ten kilometers (six miles) of 
modern roads, virtually no education or 
health infrastructure and seemed about 
to become the next Arab monarchy to col-
lapse.

With British encouragement, Qaboos 

asked the Shah of Iran and King Hus-
sein of Jordan for help. The Iranians sent 
a regiment of troops and the Jordanians 
sent advisers. The communist insurgency 
in Dhofar was defeated and many of its 
leaders defected to the new government. 
Qaboos modernized the country, estab-
lished a parliament and created one of the 
most stable and well-governed countries 
in the Middle East. Oman had a miniature 
version of the Arab Spring in 2011, during 
which the Sultan ordered further reforms 
to answer calls for change, and demon-
strations petered out. The majority of 
Oman’s four million residents have never 
known any ruler except Qaboos.

While maintaining special ties to the 
United Kingdom, Qaboos has also been a 
close ally of the United States. Oman was 
the staging base for the ill-fated Ameri-
can hostage rescue mission in 1980 to get 
the American diplomats home from Iran. 
Oman participated in Operation Desert 
Storm to liberate Kuwait. Later Oman be-
came a useful intermediary for sending 
messages from Washington to Tehran. 
Most recently, Oman has hosted secret 
talks between the US and Iran on Iran’s 
nuclear program.

In July, the Sultan traveled to his resi-
dence in Munich for medical tests. He has 
not left since, and last year he missed the 
Omani National Day (his birthday) cel-
HEUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�VLQFH�KLV�FRXS��
He also failed to travel to Saudi Arabia for 
Abdullah’s funeral, a notable omission for 
a fellow Gulf monarch. He is widely re-
SRUWHG�WR�EH�VX̆HULQJ�IURP�WHUPLQDO�FDQ-
cer. He has barely spoken to the nation 
since he traveled to Germany, giving only 
a brief address on National Day.

The sultan has no sons and has not pub-
licly designated an heir. The royal family 
is supposed to choose a successor within 
three days of the sultan’s death. If the fam-
ily cannot agree, it is to open a sealed let-
ter that Qaboos has written that contains 
the name of his choice. The three men be-

lieved to be the most likely candidates are 
the sons of Qaboos’ late uncle, Tariq Bin 
7DLPXU�� ZKR� VHUYHG� DV� WKH� VXOWDQ¶V� ¿UVW�
prime minister. (Qaboos now holds the 
position himself.) None appear to have 
been groomed for power: Assad Bin Tariq 
is a Sandhurst-educated businessman; 
Haitham Bin Tariq is Oman’s culture min-
ister; and Shihab Bin Tariq led the navy 
for 14 years, but retired from the post a 
decade ago. No successor will have the le-
gitimacy Qaboos has earned.

The royal family has every incentive to 
make the succession smooth. The coun-
try faces two dangers. Like the other GCC 
states, Oman depends on oil for most of 
its income, but it has relatively small re-
serves. The decline in oil prices is a much 
bigger challenge for Oman than for its 
richer neighbors because it has far smaller 
¿QDQFLDO�UHVHUYHV�

The more immediate danger is the cha-
os in Yemen. The collapse of the central 
government and the resignation of Presi-
dent Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi’s govern-

ment means Oman faces near-anarchy on 
its sensitive western border. Qaboos and 
his successor will face a long-term prob-
lem of keeping the Yemeni civil war and its 
violence from damaging Omani interests.

The succession in Saudi Arabia was 
VFULSWHG�ZHOO�LQ�DGYDQFH�DQG�ZHQW�R̆�OLNH�
clockwork. King Salman was quick to put 
in place the long-term succession arrange-
ments for the kingdom by appointing 
Crown Prince Muqrin Bin Abd Al-Aziz and 
Second Deputy Prime Minister Prince Mo-
hammad Bin Nayef to the No. 2 and No. 3 
positions. Oman’s succession appears far 
less orderly from an outside, public point 
of view. Since Oman sits at the opening 
of the Straits of Hormuz, the whole world 
has an interest in a smooth and stable 
transition.

Republished with permission from Muf-
tah.org
This article originally appeared on Muf-
tah.org Follow Muftah on Twitter @Muf-
tahOrg. 

The hagiography of King Abdullah

After Qaboos, who will be Oman’s next sultan?

Oman’s Sultan Qaboos Bin Said (R) walks with Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani 
upon Rouhani’s arrival in Muscat, March 12, 2014.  (photo by REUTERS/Sultan Al 
Hasani)
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Khalid Al-Karimi 

After the 2011 uprising many 
new political parties surfaced, 
including the Arab Spring Par-
ty. Can you introduce your par-
ty, and what you have achieved 
so far? 
The Arab Spring Party is a party 
that resulted from the 2011 peace-
ful youth uprising. What makes 
WKLV�SDUW\�GL̆HUHQW� LV� WKDW� LW� LV� WKH�
¿UVW�SDUW\�DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO�WR�EH�
headed and established by a wom-
DQ�� :H� KDYH� GRQH� D� ORW� VLQFH� RXU�
HVWDEOLVKPHQW��:H�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�
the Coordinating Committee for 
New and Nascent Parties. We were 
part of the 2011 Preparatory Com-
PLWWHH� >ZKLFK� FR�RUGLQDWHG� DFWLYL-
ties during the uprising]. This party 
DLPV�WR�SURYLGH�D�KHOSLQJ�KDQG�IRU�
the nation and people in all areas. 

What is the party’s take on the 
latest political developments 
in the capital city? 
It really hurts us that Yemen has 
reached such a low, particularly in 
Sana’a. Being the capital, it has a 
GL̆HUHQW� VWDWXV� IURP� RWKHU� DUHDV�
in the country. It is really worrying 
for citizens and politicians to see 
Sana’a turned upside down. 

The president and the 
Cabinet have resigned. 
What is the role of new 
political parties at this 
critical time in Yemen’s 
history? 
:H�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQWDFWLQJ�DOO�
political parties in order to 
get them together and help 
rescue the country from 
collapse. We will present 
RXU�LQLWLDWLYH�DQG�EH�SDUW�RI�
WKH� VROXWLRQ�� 7KHVH� GL̇FXOW�
WLPHV� FDOO� IRU� WKH� H̆RUWV� RI�
all political parties. 

How do you read the 
mounting terrorist acts 
in the capital city? 
What is happening is that 
foreign agendas are being 
LPSOHPHQWHG� E\� LQWHUQDO� LQGLYLGX-
als. The engineers are non-Yemeni 
and the executors are Yemenis. 
6XFK� DFWV� ODUJHO\� D̆HFW� <HPHQ� DW�
WKH�OHYHO�RI�VRFLHW\��VHFXULW\�DQG�VWD-
bility. The country has been placed 
LQ� D� YHU\� EDG� VLWXDWLRQ�� 3RYHUW\� LV�
increasing, education is deteriorat-
ing, and the state of health care is 
bad—life has become tough. Nowa-
GD\V�� FLWL]HQV� DUH� ¿QGLQJ� GL̇FXOW\�
in getting basic necessities such as 
gas and petrol. It’s misery.  

Although political elites have 
signed agreements to end dis-
putes and work towards rec-
onciliation, the situation has 
not improved. What, in your 
opinion, are the reasons be-
hind this failure. 
The internal powers agree on cer-
WDLQ�LVVXHV�DQG�KDYH�UHDFKHG�DJUHH-
ment, which pleases Yemenis. 
+RZHYHU�� WKHVH�DJUHHPHQWV�GR�QRW�
last long due to outside pressure 
or interference. Therefore, these 
internal powers break agreements 
and procrastinate. Thus, I think the 
outside pressure [by the US, Saudi 
Arabia, and Iran] plays a big role 
in directing the political process in 
Yemen. We can not get rid of this 
situation unless the political pow-
ers establish national reconcilia-
tion. Then the foreign powers can 
not interfere. 

$UH�\RX�VDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�VLWX-
ation of Yemeni woman and 
their role in the decision-mak-
ing process in Yemen? 
1R��,�DP�QRW�VDWLV¿HG��:RPHQ�KDYH�
not realized a genuine status in Ye-
PHQ��([FHSW�IRU�D�YHU\�VPDOO�QXP-
ber, women remain absent from 
the political scene. The reason for 
this is the patriarchal society we 
DUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�DQG�PDQ¶V�GRPLQDWLRQ�
RYHU� ZRPHQ�� 7KLV� PDNHV� ZRPHQ�
stuck. I think the situation of Ye-
meni women will be good if the 30 
SHUFHQW�TXRWD�IRU�ZRPDQ�LV�¿[HG�LQ�
the constitution, we need to work 
towards that. 

What about the role of women 
in the Arab Spring Party? 
7KH�SDUW\�KDV�QRW�FRQ¿QHG�ZRPHQ�
WR� DQ\� SDUWLFXODU� ṘFH�� ,QVWHDG��
women are seen as political part-
ners in the political process more 
EURDGO\��:RPHQ�KDYH� D� UROH� LQ� DOO�
ṘFHV�RI�WKH�SDUW\��:RPHQ�RFFXS\�
the roles, for example, of secretary 
JHQHUDO�DQG�PHGLD�ṘFHU�� LQ�DGGL-
tion to other titles. 

What about the founding 
members of the party? 

Any party that seeks rec-
RJQLWLRQ� VKRXOG� JLYH� WKH�
3DUWLHV¶� $̆DLUV� &RPPLW-
tee documents of about 
75 founding members, 
at minimum. The Arab 
Spring Party had 145 
founding members. Also, 
WKH� SDUW\� VKRXOG� KDYH�
2,500 members from dif-

IHUHQW� JRYHUQRUDWHV� WR� JHW� WKH� RI-
¿FLDO� SHUPLW��:H�KDG� DERXW� ������
members. The Arab Spring Party 
is composed of youth and other 
SHRSOH� ZKR� KDYH� QRWKLQJ� WR� GR�
with other political parties. This is 
a unique characteristic of our party. 

Do you think the growth of po-
litical parties could contribute 
to creating further political 
competition and hence more 
FRQÀLFW"
The growth of political parties are 
a good phenomenon. The parties 
KDYH� D� FRQVWUXFWLYH� UROH�� DQG� WKH\�
should compete with one another 
IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�IRU�
the sake of the nation. They should 
not contend to destroy the nation. 
7KH�SDUWLHV� WKDW�KDYH� IRUHVLJKW�DUH�

the ones that will persist, while 
those incapable of forward-thinking 
PD\�VXUYLYH�IRU�VRPH�WLPH�EXW�ZLOO�
HYHQWXDOO\�SHULVK��

Why did the Arab Spring Party 
have no representatives in the 
National Dialogue Conference 
(NDC)? 
The new parties had no representa-
tion in the NDC because they were 
PDUJLQDOL]HG��7KHUH�ZDV�QR� MXVWL¿-
cation for that exclusion. If the new 
parties participated in the NDC, 
WKH\� ZRXOG� KDYH� SUHVHQWHG� EHWWHU�
QDWLRQDO�YLVLRQV��

What challenges are you cur-
rently facing? 
Personally, and as a woman, I am 
facing lots of problems. I am in a 
patriarchal society that does not be-
OLHYH�VWURQJO\� LQ�ZRPHQ��$�ZRPDQ�
LQ�<HPHQ�KDV�QHYHU�EHFRPH�SUHVL-
dent or prime minister. This con-
YH\V� WKH� FKDOOHQJH��&KDOOHQJHV� IDF-
LQJ� WKH�SDUW\�DOVR� LQFOXGH�¿QDQFLDO�
LVVXHV�� 7KH� JRYHUQPHQW� GRHV� QRW�
SURYLGH�XV�ZLWK�VXSSRUW��:H�FDOO�RQ�
the state to support this party, con-
sidering it is the only one led by a 
woman. I depend solely on my per-
sonal support. Now I am focusing 
on expanding the party’s popularity 
base. 

Making Yemen a federal state 
is a contentious issue. Do you 
support federalism?
,�EHOLHYH�LQ�<HPHQ¶V�XQLW\��WKH�SHR-
ple and the land. In all the state-
ments I made before and after the 
1'&�� ,� KDYH� DOZD\V� DVVHUWHG� WKH�
unity of Yemen. Splitting Yemen 
into regions makes it weak. Instead 
RI� IHGHUDOLVP�� ZH� VKRXOG� DFWLYDWH�
the role of the local councils with-
in the framework of the Republic 
of Yemen. We are facing a serious 
danger considering the peoples’ 
lack of awareness about the federal 
V\VWHP��(YHU\�JRYHUQRUDWH�ZLOO�GH-
clare itself an independent state. 
I call on the president and the law 
makers to think about the interests 
RI� <HPHQ�� 'LYLGLQJ� <HPHQ� VHUYHV�
foreign interests, but it is not for the 
good of the country. 

Where is Yemen heading now? 
Yemen is heading for collapse as 
long as the political powers do not 
HQG�WKHLU�FRQÀLFWV�� ,I� WKHVH�SRZHUV�
SURYH� WKHPVHOYHV� FDSDEOH� RI� SODF-
LQJ�<HPHQ¶V� LQWHUHVWV� ¿UVW��ZH�ZLOO�
VXUYLYH��,�UHPDLQ�RSWLPLVWLF�ZH�ZLOO�

RYHUFRPH�WKLV�GL̇FXOW�VLWXDWLRQ��

How do you describe the 
events of September 21? 
7KH� 6HSWHPEHU� ��� UHYROXWLRQ� ZDV�
an extension of the February 2011 
UHYROXWLRQ�� ,� FRQGHPQ� 0RQGD\¶V�
attacks on students who were pro-
WHVWLQJ� QHDU� 6DQD¶D� 8QLYHUVLW\��
There should be co-existence, and 
the leadership of the September 
���UHYROXWLRQ�VKRXOG�DEVRUE�DOO�WKH�
political parties and social factions. 
Exclusion is unacceptable.

How do you see Yemen’s fu-
ture? 
In spite of the troubles we are un-
dergoing, I can see it is promising. 
I trust the wisdom of the Yemeni 
people. 

$�¿QDO�ZRUG"�
I call on the political parties to 
SODFH�<HPHQ�¿UVW��,�FDOO�RQ�WKHP�WR�
set aside any foreign agendas. I ask 
them to be patriotic. We are in one 
ship - if it drowns, we will all face 
WKH�VDPH�IDWH��<HPHQ�LV�DERYH�LQGL-
YLGXDOV�

Arab Spring Party head to the Yemen Times:

“Women are absent
from the political scene”

I n the wake of the 2011 uprising against former President Ali Abdullah Saleh a number of small 
political parties were formed. One such party, the Arab Spring Party, is unique in that it is the 
¿UVW�ṘFLDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�SDUW\�LQ�<HPHQ�WR�EH�OHG�E\�D�ZRPDQ��3DVVLRQDWH�DERXW�JHWWLQJ�<HPHQL�
ZRPHQ�PRUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�SROLWLFV��DQG�HQFRXUDJHG�E\�WKH�QRWDEOH�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�
women during the 2011 uprising, party President Amal Al-Thawr established the Arab Spring 

3DUW\�WKDW�\HDU��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�KHU��WKH�SDUW\�DLPV�WR�EH�IXOO\�LQFOXVLYH�DQG�WR�EULQJ�WRJHWKHU�D�PL[�RI�\RXWK�
DQG�SHRSOH�IURP�GL̆HUHQW�VRFLDO�EDFNJURXQGV��
Born in Sana’a, Al-Thawr is the daughter of a Shura Council member and former minister. Though she 
did not continue schooling after graduating high school, Al-Thawr says politics is in her blood. She spoke 
WR�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�DERXW�WKH�PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ�IURP�SROLWLFV��WKH�GL̇FXOWLHV�VKH�KDV�IDFHG�DV�D�
ZRPDQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�KHU�KRSHV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��2Q�-DQ������KRXUV�EHIRUH�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�DQQRXQFHG�LWV�UHVLJ-
QDWLRQ��$O�7KDZU�VDLG��³,�GR�QRW�WKLQN�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�PDNH�LW�LQ�VXFK�LQDSSURSULDWH�FRQGL-
WLRQV�´�DQG�TXHVWLRQHG�KRZ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�FRXOG�H[HUFLVH�LWV�DXWKRULW\�LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�WKH�VWDWH��$IWHU�
WKH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�UHVLJQDWLRQ��VKH�WDONHG�WR�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�UHVLJQDWLRQ�
means for small parties. 

“...foreign 
agendas 
are being 
implement-
ed by inter-
nal individ-
uals. The 
engineers 
are non-Ye-
meni and 
the execu-
tors are 
Yemenis.”

“Women 
have not 
realized a 
genuine sta-
tus in Ye-
men...The 
reason for 
this is the 
patriarchal 
society we 
are living in 
and man’s 
domination 
over wom-
en.” 
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Popular committees ex-
isted in Yemen long 
before the Houthis’ rise 
to power. However, 
since the group took 

over Sana’a on Sept. 21, the term 
“popular committee” has been com-
monly used as an equivalent to “the 
Houthis” in areas under the group’s 
control. 

While Houthi popular commit-
tees have clearly mushroomed in 
recent months, it is often unclear 
what happened to regular neigh-
borhood watch groups that formed 
during and after the 2011 uprising 
in Yemen.

Akram Al-Sharjabi, a popular 
committee leader in Sana’a’s Al-
Sabaeen neighborhood, said that 
his men have stopped their work 
entirely since Houthis arrived and 
erected checkpoints throughout the 
capital.

“We used to protect our neigh-
borhood back in 2011 because of 
the volatile security situation, but 
we stopped in 2012 when the situ-
ation improved,” Al-Sharjabi said, 
UHÀHFWLQJ�RQ� WKH�FRPPLWWHH¶V� HDUO\�
beginnings. 

Al-Sabaeen’s popular commit-
tee consisted of men who live in 
the neighborhood and volunteered 
as guards during the night. Most 
of them were unarmed and busy 
controlling the neighborhood’s en-
trances, checking IDs, and making 
sure no suspicious strangers could 
enter.  

In early September 2014, the 
violence that erupted in Sana’a 
between soldiers and the Houthis 
caused a temporary comeback of 
popular committees—at least in Al-
Sabaeen.

This revival was short lived, how-
ever, with the Houthis taking over 
control of the neighborhood a few 
weeks after. In light of the wide-

spread presence of armed Houthis 
in the area, Al-Sharjabi considered 
it pointless to continue the work of 
his watch brigades. 

No Houthi member approached 
Al-Sharjabi or one of his commit-
tee members, he said, to discuss 
the potential of cooperation. Yet, 
according to Abas Abdusamad, who 
works with one of the Houthi popu-
lar committees in Al-Sabaeen, some 
of the local residents who had pre-
viously volunteered guarding the 
neighborhood decided to join the 
Houthi guards. 

While members of neighborhood 
watch groups claimed to be solely 
bound by their common goal of 
protecting residents—a goal they 
said transcended political and reli-
gious divisions between them—Al-
Sharjabi criticizes that the same 
does not apply to Houthis. In fact, 
he claims, it is their partisanship 
that explains why their spread in 
the neighborhood does not lead to 
increased security. “Our neighbor-
hood became a target because the 
Houthis and Houthi checkpoints 
are at risk of being attacked by Al-
Qaeda.”

Al-Sharjabi also accuses Houthi 
popular committees of dividing 
rather than uniting the neighbor-
hood, saying that, “The Houthi 
popular committees accuse us of 
belonging to particular parties and 
groups.”

While Al-Sharjabi is worried 
about the spread of Houthi popular 
committees, Hussein Al-Bukhaiti, a 
SURPLQHQW�+RXWKL�¿JXUH�� GRHV�QRW�
seem to distinguish between popu-
lar committees that are led and or-
ganized by neighbors and those that 
are run by the Houthis. “I don’t see 
D� GL̆HUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� WKHP�� 7KH\�
are both eager to serve the people 
and try to make sure they can live 
in peace.” 

In spite of his concerns, Al-
Sharjabi admits, “The neighbor-
KRRG� FRPPLWWHHV� R̆HUHG� KHOS� WR�

maintain security, and in a way 
the Houthi committees are doing 
the same. But contrary to them, we 
never wanted to replace the govern-
ment forces.”

Houthi popular committees tend 
to be hierarchically organized, with 
supervisors being assigned to watch 
over committee members in des-
ignated neighborhoods. These su-
pervisors, in turn, work under the 
Houthi Revolutionary Council that 
is monitored by the Houthi Politi-
FDO�2̇FH²DW� OHDVW� LQ�WKHRU\��&RP-
mittees usually consist of a mix of 
locals and Houthi supporters from 
outside, all viewing the provision of 
security as their ultimate goal. 

Ali Abdulrahman, an 18-year-old 

high school student living in Al-
Sabaeen, shares Al-Sharjabi’s skep-
ticism, saying that Houthi popular 
committees—contrary to neighbor-
hood watch groups—try to impose 
themselves on the state. 

Likewise, Mohammad Sultan, 
a 32-year-old taxi driver in Al-Sa-
EDHHQ�� ¿JXUHV� WKDW�� ³1RW� HYHU\RQH�
welcomes the spread of the Houthi 
popular committees.” Sultan for his 
part preferred neighborhood com-
mittees that did not cause any trou-
ble for the state’s security forces. 

Sultan’s preference for neighbor-
hood watch groups is not shared by 
everyone. Several residents, such 
as Ahmed Al-Mudaei, a 19-year-
old high-school graduate, welcome 

Houthi popular committees. “The 
2011 popular committees were nec-
essary to keep an eye on the neigh-
borhood, they did not have to carry 
weapons,” Al-Mudaei said. Given 
the current instability and violence 
in Sana’a, however, Al-Mudaei is 
convinced that armed Houthis are 
better equipped to ensure security. 

Ali Al-Milhani, a 24-year-old res-
ident in Al-Sabaeen, agrees. “In my 
neighborhood, the popular commit-
tees which were set up in 2011 were 
not using weapons. But the Houthi 
popular committees are. This is an 
LPSRUWDQW�GL̆HUHQFH�´�KH�DUJXHV�

Houthi member Abdusamad 
echoes these sentiments, declar-
LQJ��³:H�DUH�GL̆HUHQW�IURP�WKH������

neighborhood committees because 
we bear weapons. We need weap-
ons for the protection of neighbor-
hoods.” 

As the example of Al-Sabaeen 
illustrates, neighborhood watch 
EULJDGHV� DUH� RI� D� YHU\� ÀXLG� FKDU-
acter, springing up wherever and 
whenever necessary. It remains to 
be seen, and is surely dependent 
on further political developments, 
whether Yemenis will witness the 
reappearance of popular commit-
WHHV� XQḊOLDWHG� ZLWK� WKH� +RXWKLV�
in neighborhoods anytime soon. In 
the meantime, the term and much 
of the concept of popular commit-
tees has been appropriated by the 
Houthis.

Are popular committees all Houthi?
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At this entrance to Sana’a’s Old City the Houthis have a clear presence, with their slogan widely visible. However, the men sitting at the en-
trance said they do not consider themselves Houthis. Rather, they are locals who are co-operating with the group for the sake of security.
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The bad news in Iraq is that the nec-
essary but modest progress on na-
tional cohesion will not likely take 
URRW�DQG�OHDG�WR�VẊFLHQW�FRQVHQVXV�
on building a truly democratic and 
XQL¿HG�QDWLRQ��7KH�VXFFHVV�RI�.XUG-
ish, Shia, and Sunni militias will 
ultimately undermine the cohesion 
QHHGHG�WR�VXVWDLQ�SROLWLFDO�SURJUHVV��
As in the past, Shia militias once 
XQOHDVKHG�ZLOO�UHVLVW�H̆RUWV�WR�FRUDO�
them back into a non-military pos-
WXUH��,UDQ�ZLOO�R̆HU�QR�KHOS�DV�LW�VWLOO�
needs militia help in neighboring 
6\ULD��ZKHUH� ¿HUFH� EDWWOHV� FRQWLQXH�
WR�UDJH��(QMR\LQJ�WKH�IRRWKROG�JDLQHG�
via its direct military presence inside 
,UDT��,UDQ�ZLOO�¿QG�LW�KDUG�WR�SDFN�XS�
and leave—exacerbating Sunni-Shia 
WHQVLRQV²DQG�PD\�¿QG� LW� WHPSWLQJ�
WR� LQ¿OWUDWH�.XUGLVK�DUHDV� IRU� LQWHO-
OLJHQFH�SXUSRVHV�

Lastly, even with its expansion in 
FKHFN�� ,6,/� IRUFHV� ZLOO� FRQWLQXH� WR�
pose a threat to internal security in 
Iraq, whether in a conventional or 
LQVXUJHQW�FDSDFLW\��,UDT�KDV�EHFRPH�
too valuable in the Iranian-Saudi 
FROG�ZDU�DQG�DV�D�VWDJLQJ�JURXQG�IRU�
WKH� FRQÀLFW� LQ� 6\ULD� IRU� WKH� RYHUDOO�
EDODQFH� RI� SRZHU� WR� FKDQJH� VLJQL¿-
FDQWO\�DQ\WLPH�VRRQ�

Syria
7KH� YDOLDQW� H̆RUWV� RI� WKH� .XUGV� LQ�
WKH� FLW\� RI� .REEDQL�� DLGHG� E\� ,UDTL�
Peshmerga and allied bombing, has 
LQGHHG� KDOWHG� WKH� VZHHS� RI� ,6,/�
LQWR�WKH�.XUGLVK�QRUWKHDVW�RI�6\ULD��
SURYLQJ�RQFH�DJDLQ�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�,6,/�
IRUFHV�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�SHQHWUDWLQJ�
QRQ�6XQQL�]RQHV��+RZHYHU��,6,/²LQ�
FRQMXQFWLRQ� ZLWK� $O�1XVUD� IRUFHV²
QRZ�FRQWUROV�������SHUFHQW�RI�6\ULD�
(depending on who is counting and 

KRZ�PXFK�RI�WKH�¿QH�SULQW�WKH\�FDQ�
VHH�RQ�*RRJOH�PDSV�� Assad regime 
IRUFHV� FRQWURO� DQ� HTXDO� SHUFHQWDJH�
RI� WKH� FRXQWU\�� H[WHQGLQJ� IURP� WKH�
.XUGLVK�ERUGHUV�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�WR�WKH�
Jordanian borders in the south and 
covering the all-important Damas-
cus and Alawite mountains with ac-
FHVV� WR� WKH� 0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�� %DWWOHV�
will continue to rage in and around 
WKH� PDMRU� XUEDQ� FHQWHUV� RI� $OHSSR�
DQG� +RPV�� WKH� 4DODPRXQ� PRXQ-
tains, and that critical corner en-
compassing the Jordanian borders 
DQG� WKH� *RODQ� +HLJKWV�� 7KRVH� EDW-
WOHV��KRZHYHU��OHDYH�OLWWOH�IRU�VHFXODU�
RSSRVLWLRQ� IRUFHV�� SDUWLFXODUO\� WKH�
QRZ�QHDU�¿FWLRQDO�IRUFHV�RI�WKH�)UHH�
6\ULDQ�$UP\��)6$��
7KH�86�FKRLFH�RI�6DXGL�$UDELD�DV�

D� WUDLQLQJ� JURXQG� IRU� WKH� )6$� VXJ-
JHVWV� PLQLPDO� 86� UHVROYH� WR� D̆HFW�
WKH�EDVLF�EDODQFH�RI�SRZHU�LQ�6\ULD��
The measly $500 million dedicated 
WR�WKDW�H̆RUW�DQG�WKH�VWLSXODWLRQ�WKDW�
WUDLQLQJ� LV�PHDQW� WR� ¿JKW� ,6,/� DQG�
not the Assad regime throws into 
TXHVWLRQ� WKH� XOWLPDWH� JRDO� IRU� WKH�
2EDPD�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��

Yemen
7KH� +RXWKL� VZHHS� LQ� <HPHQ²DW�
OHDVW� LQ�VFRSH�DQG�EUHDGWK� LI�QRW� LQ�
timing—was almost as surprising as 
WKDW� RI� ,6,/� LQ� WKH� /HYDQW�� GHVSLWH�
the ignored signals that it was com-
LQJ��7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�JUHZ�WRR�FRP-
SODFHQW�E\�WKH�VHHPLQJ�VXFFHVV�RI�LWV�
GURQH�FDPSDLJQ�DJDLQVW�$O�4DHGD�LQ�
WKH�$UDELDQ�3HQLQVXOD�WR�FDUH�LI�DQG�
KRZ�WKH�LQWHUQDO�EDODQFH�RI�SRZHU�LQ�
<HPHQ�PLJKW�FKDQJH��7KH�+RXWKLV��
ZLWK� ,UDQ� DQG� +H]EROODK¶V� KHOS��
QRZ� FRQWURO� URXJKO\� WZR�WKLUGV� RI�
<HPHQ�� ,WV� PLOLWDU\� VXFFHVV�� KRZ-

HYHU�� ZLOO� QRW� OLNHO\� D̆HFW� DQ\� ODVW-
LQJ� VWDELOLW\� LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\�� $UPHG�
ZLWK� ,UDQLDQ� ¿QDQFLDO� VXSSRUW� DQG�
/HEDQHVH� +H]EROODK� WUDLQLQJ� DQG�
WDFWLFV��WKH�+RXWKLV�H̆HFWLYHO\�¿OOHG�
WKH�SRZHU�YDFXXP�LQ�6DQD¶D��OHIW�E\�
D� PHDQLQJOHVV� 1DWLRQDO� 'LDORJXH�
&RQIHUHQFH�DJUHHPHQW�DQG�D�SRZHU-
less President Abdu Rabu Mansour 
+DGL�� ,Q� KLV� YLFWRU\� VSHHFK��$EGXO-
PDOLN� $O�+RXWKL� HYHQ� PLPLFNHG�
+DVVDQ� 1DVVUDOODK�� GRZQ� WR� WKH�
UDLVLQJ�RI�KLV�IRUH¿QJHU�LQ�VWUHVVLQJ�
KLV� SRLQWV�� 7KH� +RXWKLV�� QRQHWKH-
less, lack discipline and pragma-
WLVP�� 7KHLU� RYHU]HDORXV� SXVK� VRXWK�
DIWHU� FDSWXULQJ� 6DQD¶D� ZLOO� SURYH�
their undoing, at least in creating 
D� QHZ� VWDEOH� RUGHU� LQ� WKH� <HPHQL�
FDSLWDO�� ,UDQ²QRW�6DXGL�$UDELD�DQG�
certainly not the United States—is 
WKH�PRVW�LQÀXHQWLDO�IRUHLJQ�SRZHU�LQ�
the country to which one must now 
turn with any proposal to calm the 
VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�DWWHPSW�WR�IRUJH�D�QHZ�
QDWLRQDO�DJUHHPHQW�

North Africa
)LQDOO\�� WKH� 1RUWK� $IULFDQ� VFHQH� LV�
QRZ� FRQQHFWHG� WR� WKH�/HYDQW¶V� NLOO-
LQJ� ¿HOGV�� WKDQNV� WR� ,6,/¶V� VSUHDG-
LQJ�LQÀXHQFH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�,VODPLF�
ZRUOG�DQG�WKH�IDLOXUH�RI�WKH�PLOLWDU\�
UHJLPH� LQ� (J\SW� WR� FR�RSW� PRGHU-
ate Islamists and the secular liberal 
IRUFHV� LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\�� 7KH� WHUURU-
ism and extremism provoked by the 
military coup—albeit a “popularly 
supported one”—will unlikely dis-
DSSHDU� DQ\WLPH� VRRQ�� 7KH� VHFXULW\�
FKDOOHQJH� LQ�1RUWK�$IULFD� LV� WR� VWRS�
,6,/�IURP�JUHDWHU�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�
UHJLRQDO�ḊOLDWHV��IURP�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�
SRVLWLRQ� RI� VWUHQJWK� LQ� /LE\D�� 2QH�
FDQ� RQO\� ZLVK� 7XQLVLD� WKH� EHVW� RI�

OXFN� LQ� VWD\LQJ�EH\RQG� WKH� UHDFK�RI�
such radicalism and viciousness as 
�����XQIROGV�

It is ironic that Al-Mutanabi, 
TXRWHG� DW� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� WKLV� DU-
WLFOH�� FRPSRVHG� KLV� IDPRXV� YHUVH�
ZKLOH�IHHOLQJ�WUDSSHG��VLFN��DQG�IUXV-
WUDWHG�ZKLOH�YLVLWLQJ�(J\SW²D�FRXQ-
WU\�ZKLFK��ZKLOH�QRW�DW�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�
this regional vortex, is nonetheless 
critical to what happens in the de-
FDGH�DKHDG��6HFXODU�DQG�OLEHUDO�IRUF-
HV��LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�1*2V�
and new political parties need to be 
nurtured and encouraged region-
ZLGH� LI� UHOLJLRXV�H[WUHPLVP� LV� WR�EH�
XOWLPDWHO\�EHDWHQ�EDFN��(J\SW��RIWHQ�
GHVFULEHG�DV� WKH� FHQWHU�RI� WKH�$UDE�
world, is not currently setting a good 
H[DPSOH�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ�

Dr. Nabeel Khoury is a Nonresident 
Fellow with the Atlantic Council’s 
5D¿N�+DULUL�&HQWHU� IRU� WKH�0LGGOH�
East.
5HSXEOLVKHG� ZLWK� SHUPLVVLRQ� IURP�
Atlantic Council. 
This article originally appeared 
RQ� $WODQWLF� &RXQFLO¶V�0(1$6RXUFH�
Blog.

4DWDU� $LUZD\V� ZDV� ODVW�
ZHHN� DZDUGHG� µ%XVLQHVV�
$LUOLQH� RI� WKH� <HDU¶� IRU�
the second consecutive 
\HDU�DW�WKH�SUHVWLJLRXV�8.�
%XVLQHVV� 7UDYHO� $ZDUGV�
2015 held in London at 
WKH�*URVYHQRU�+RXVH�+R-
WHO�
7KH���WK�DQQXDO�%XVLQHVV�7UDYHO�

$ZDUGV�� KRVWHG� E\� %X\LQJ� %XVL-
ness Travel, celebrated the achieve-
PHQWV� RI� WUDYHO� LQGXVWU\� OHDGHUV��
Over 70 companies, teams and in-
dividuals were shortlisted across 21 
FDWHJRULHV��
,Q�0D\�������4DWDU�$LUZD\V�EH-

FDPH� WKH�¿UVW� FDUULHU� WR�À\�DQ�DOO�
%XVLQHVV� &ODVV� VHUYLFH� IURP� /RQ-
GRQ� +HDWKURZ�� 7KH� GDLO\� $LUEXV�
$����VHUYLFH�WR�'RKD�LV�FRQ¿JXUHG�
with a single aisle, 2-2 seating con-
¿JXUDWLRQ� R̆HULQJ� ��� VHDWV��7KH�
VHUYLFH�GHSDUWV�IURP�7HUPLQDO���DW�
�������DUULYLQJ�LQWR�'RKD�DW�����DP�
WKH� IROORZLQJ� GD\�� 7KH�$����%XVL-
QHVV�&ODVV�VHDW�KDV�RQH�RI�WKH�KLJK-
HVW�VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�IRU�EXVLQHVV�FODVV�
WUDYHO�RI�DQ\�DLUOLQH�ZLWK�ZLGH�VHDWV�
WKDW�UHFOLQH�LQWR�IXOO\�ÀDW�EHGV�
$OVR� LQ� 0D\�� 4DWDU� $LUZD\V�

moved to its new home and hub, 
+DPDG� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� $LUSRUW�� WKH�
DYLDWLRQ� LQGXVWU\¶V� ODWHVW� JUHHQ-
¿HOG� DLUSRUW� VKRZFDVLQJ� PDUNHG�

IHDWXUHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� DFFODLPHG�
������� VTXDUH�PHWUHV� $O�0RXUMDQ�
%XVLQHVV�&ODVV�ORXQJH��
4DWDU�$LUZD\V�*URXS�&KLHI�([HF-

XWLYH��+LV�([FHOOHQF\�0U��$NEDU�$O�
%DNHU��VDLG��³,W�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�LQFUHG-
LEOH� \HDU� IRU� 4DWDU� $LUZD\V�� ZLWK�
QRW� RQO\� D� QXPEHU� RI� QHZ� URXWHV�
EXW�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�RXU�ÀHHW�WR�LQ-
FOXGH� WKH�$����DQG�$�����ERWK�RI�
which represent the latest in avia-
WLRQ� HQJLQHHULQJ� DQG� WHFKQRORJ\��
7KLV�DZDUG�UHLWHUDWHV�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�
our renowned 5-star service and it 
is an honor to have been recognised 
LQ�WKLV�FDWHJRU\�DJDLQ�´

The airline celebrated a dramatic 
LQFUHDVH�WR� LWV�ÀHHW� LQ�������WDNLQJ�
GHOLYHU\�RI�WKUHH�QHZ�DLUFUDIW�W\SHV��
WKH� $���� DOO�%XVLQHVV� &ODVV�� WKH�
Airbus A380, and was the Global 
/DXQFK�&XVWRPHU�RI�WKH�$����
:LWK� WKH� UHFHLSW� RI� WKHVH� QHZ�

DLUFUDIW�� 4DWDU� $LUZD\V� LV� WKH� RQO\�
airline in the world to operate ev-
HU\�IDPLO\�RI�$LUEXV¶�PRGHUQ�DLUOLQH�

SRUWIROLR�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR�
the 80 A350s it has on 
order, the airline has a 
FXUUHQW�$LUEXV�ÀHHW�FRP-
SULVLQJ�RI�WKH�$�����$����
)UHLJKWHU��$���/5��$�����
A330, A340 and A380 
IDPLOLHV�

:LWK�D�PRGHUQ�ÀHHW�RI� ����DLU-
FUDIW��4DWDU�$LUZD\V�FRQQHFWV�EXVL-
nesses and travellers to more than 
���� GHVWLQDWLRQV� DFURVV� (XURSH��
0LGGOH� (DVW�� $IULFD�� $VLD� 3DFL¿F�
DQG� 7KH� $PHULFDV�� ,Q� WKH� SDVW� ���
PRQWKV� 4DWDU� $LUZD\V� KDV� ZHO-
FRPHG�LWV�¿UVW�$����WR�LWV�ÀHHW��IRO-
ORZHG�E\�LWV�¿UVW�$����DV�WKH�JOREDO�
launch customer and began servic-
HV�EHWZHHQ�+HDWKURZ�DQG�'RKD�RQ�
DQ�DOO�%XVLQHVV�&ODVV�$����DLUFUDIW�
,Q� ������ 4DWDU� $LUZD\V� DOVR�

ODXQFKHG� VHUYLFHV� WR� 6KDUMDK� ,Q-
WHUQDWLRQDO�$LUSRUW��8$(��$O�0DN-
toum International Airport, Dubai 
:RUOG�&HQWUDO��3KLODGHOSKLD��86$��
/DUQDFD�� &\SUXV�� 6DELKD� *RNFHQ��
,VWDQEXO�� (GLQEXUJK�� 8.�� 0LDPL�
International Airport and Dallas 
)RUW�:RUWK��86$�
)URP� 0D\� ������ 4DWDU� $LUZD\V�

will operate 63 direct services a 
ZHHN� IURP� WKH� 8.� WR� 'RKD�� ZLWK�
���IURP�+HDWKURZ��VHYHQ�IURP�(G-
LQEXUJK�DQG�D�IXUWKHU����GHSDUWLQJ�
IURP�0DQFKHVWHU�
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<HPHQ·V�ILUVW�DQG��PRVW�ZLGHO\�UHDG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�QHZVSDSHU

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�
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:KDW������KROGV�IRU�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW

Qatar Airways voted Business Airline of 
The Year for second year in a row




