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Student protests defy violent
Houthi opp051t10n

Hl Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Jan. 28—Dozens of
Sana’a University students staged
anti-Houthi protests on Wednes-
day afternoon on Al-Siteen Street.
The demonstrators were forced to
change their location from Change
Square in front of Sana’a University
to avoid clashes with Houthis.

Walid Al-Ammari, a well-known
youth activist in his mid-twenties
who joined the anti-Houthi dem-
onstrations on Wednesday, said
protestors marched from Al-Siteen
Street to Al-Ribat Street voicing
their opposition to the Houthis’ con-
trol over ministries and public insti-
tutions.

According to Mohammad Al-Ya-
mani, a young activist participat-
ing in the protest, “Houthi gunmen
were deployed in Al-Siteen Street
before we arrived.” They fired warn-
ing shots in the air and assaulted
protesters in Al-Qadisiyyah round-
about, Al-Yamani said.

Al-Ammari reported that Houthi
gunmen attacked the protesters in
Al-Ribat Street using batons.

“The Houthis also arrested some
protesters, including the journal-
ist Yusuf Ajlan, who works for Al-
Masdar Online, and took them to an
unknown place,” he said.

According to Al-Ammari, “The
students organized the protest at Al-
Siteen and Al-Ribat Street because
the Houthi gunmen are controlling
Change Square and preventing peo-
ple from gathering there.”

Ghanem Al-Shaheri, who studies
French at Sana’a University, agreed.
“Houthi gunmen and soldiers of the
Sana’a Security Department—who
are affiliated with the Houthis—were
deployed at the square’s entrances.
They checked students and others
entering the square and Sana’a Uni-
versity,” he said.

Al-Shaheri and Al-Ammari both
pointed out that the Houthis pre-
vented student gatherings at the
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Anti-Houthi protestors were met with violence after changlng location
in an attempt to avoid further arrests and beatings.

square. “They even asked students
who were walking to university in
groups of four or five to separate,”
said Al-Ammari.

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the
Houthi Political Office in Sana’a, de-
nied that Houthis were responsible
for monitoring Change Square and
attacking protestors on Wednes-
day. “Those gunmen aren’t Houthis.
They are men who try to defame
the reputation of Houthis,” he said,
adding, “The security apparatus is
responsible for protecting the pro-
testers.”

Mohammad Hizam, deputy head
of the Public Relations Department
at the Ministry of Interior, told the
Yemen Times, “The current situ-
ation of the country doesn’t allow
the interior ministry to intervene.”
He denied that the ministry was re-
sponsible for closing the entrances
to Change Square and interfering in
student protests.

On Saturday, Jan. 24, hundreds
of Sana’a University students staged
their first anti-Houthi protest fol-
lowing the resignations of Presi-
dent Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi and
members of Cabinet. On Sunday and

Monday, protestors reported violent
assaults and arrests.

Al-Shaheri himself claims he was
arrested on Sunday. “I was arrested
along with other students on Sun-
day at 11:30 a.m. and was taken to
the October 14 Police Station on
Al-Siteen Street. Other students
were taken to the Al-Jedairi Police
Station. We were released at about
10:30 p.m.,” he said.

“It’s our right to protest and no-
body can stop us. Why were protests
allowed in 2011 and now it is prohib-
ited. The Peace and National Part-
nership Agreement didn’t permit
the Houthis to arrest and imprison
protesting students.”

Abdullah Al-Hasmani, who stud-
ies engineering at Sana’a University
and participated in demonstrations
on Monday, said 12 students were
arrested that day—mone of whom
were released as of Wednesday eve-
ning.

Abdulrahman Barman, a lawyer
who works with the Organization for
Defending Human Rights and Free-
doms (HOOD), confirmed that some
of the students are still arrested, but
was unable to give the exact number.

Bin Mubarak release
unconditional, Houthis say

H Ali lbrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 28—Tribal lead-
ers and Houthis confirmed on
Wednesday the release of Ahmed
Awad Bin Mubarak, the director
of the president’s office, the pre-
vious day. Mubarak was appar-
ently released without condition
following negotiations with tribal
leaders from Al-Nasab district in
Shabwa governorate.

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a
member of the Houthi Political
Office in Sana’a, said mediations
were headed by Sheikh Awadh
Bin Wazir Al-Awlaqi. Following
Mubarak’s release, Al-Awlaqi
told Al-Jazeera that he was re-
united with his family and had
been moved to Shabwa. “We call
on the Houthis to end their siege
on the president and his cabinet,
we are in an unsafe and insecure
situation,” he said.

Abdulrahman Al-Shaibah, a
resident of Shabwa’s Nasab dis-
trict who lives near Sheikh Al-
Awlaqi, confirmed that Mubarak
was staying at the house of
the sheikh who negotiated

Sada’a governor-
ate during his
imprisonment.
The reason for
his long deten-
tion, he claimed,
was President
Hadi’s refusal to
meet the group’s
demands and his
decision to resign
from office.

Mubarak  was
detained in an
attempt to pres-
sure President
Hadi into meeting
Houthi demands,
according to Al-
Bukhaiti, and be-
cause he was withholding docu-
ments that only he had access to
from his time as general secretary
of the National Dialogue Confer-
ence (NDC).

It is not clear what information
these documents might contain,
but the Houthis’ demands were
laid out by the group’s leader, Ab-

release.

Tribal leaders from Mubarak’s hometown in
Shabwa’s Al-Nasab district negotiated for his

dulmalik Al-Houthi, in a televised
speech last Tuesday. They include
reforming the National Authority
for the Implementation of NDC
Outcomes, amending the draft
constitution, implementing the
Peace and National Partnership
Agreement (PNPA), and seeking
a resolution to the security situa-
tion in Marib governorate.

his release, and that he was in
good health. Bin Mubarak is
originally from the same dis-
trict in Shabwa.

Asked why Bin Mubarak
was released to tribal lead-
ers rather than government
mediators, Al-Bukhaiti said
the Houthis were acting on
requests from tribal sheikhs
and that, following the res-
ignation of President Hadi
and his Cabinet, there was no
valid government to negoti-
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on national news outlets
that Mubarak was released
on condition that he leave
the country. He also denied
claims that Mubarak had
been moved to a location in

New body seen as step toward unlfylng south

_oe

B Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A, Jan. 27—Following its
formation in Aden on Monday,
prominent southerners have an-
nounced their support for the Na-
tional Southern Body for Liberation
and Independence. The body was
created by 13 Southern Movement
factions, including political parties,
student organizations and unions,
and aims to unify the many differ-
ent factions within the pro-seces-
sion Southern Movement.

Ahmed Bamualem, the deputy
head of the body, estimates there
are a total of 30 to 35 factions or
groups within the Southern Move-
ment associated with a few different
leaders. Included in the 13 factions
that formed the National Southern
Body for Liberation and Indepen-
dence, are the Supreme Peaceful
Southern Movement Council For
Liberation and Independence, the
Free Arabian Southern Union,
Aden National Studies Center, and
the Southern Writers Union.

We have decided not to stay si-
lent without taking action. So the
southern revolutionary and politi-
cal organizations decided to form
the National Southern Body for
Liberation and Independence,”
Bamualem told the Yemen Times.
“We are meeting with southern fac-
tions in order to listen and consult
with them. We are keeping in touch
with all the southern leaders.”

The 13 groups chose Abdulrah-
man Al-Jifri as the leader of the
National Southern Body for Libera-
tion and Independence. Al-Jifri was
born in the southern governorate of
Shabwa in the early 1940s. He was

a prominent opposition politician
in the south and fled the country
following the 1994 war. Al-Jifri re-
turned to Yemen on Nov. 28, 2014,
in time to attend mass demonstra-
tions by southerners marking Inde-
pendence Day on Nov. 30.

“The declaration of this body is
a matter of continuing our efforts
in order to establish a common
ground and create unity among
the southerners. Currently, we are
planning to establish offices for this
body, branches which would be part
of the body in all the southern gov-
ernorates,” Bamualem said.

The body will hold meetings
with different factions and south-
ern leaders, which Bamualem
said could last a week or a couple
months, depending on how long it
takes to reach agreement. “Then all
southern political and revolution-
ary organizations will establish the
Southern Comprehensive Confer-
ence in order to get the southern
leaders together.” The aim of the
conference is to bring representa-
tives from all southern factions
together to decide on a leadership
which will represent all southern-
ers.

Arslan Al-Sakkaf, secretary gen-
eral of the Southern Labor Union
and a protestor at Al-Arood Square
in Aden, told the Yemen Times that
the formation of this body means
the southern people are on their
way to establishing a unified leader-
ship.

“Southerners are happy about
this move at this particular time. As
the situation in Sana’a is confusing,
and the Houthi group is trying to
replace the state, southerners have
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The National Southern Body for Liberation and Independence brings

together 13 southern fractions.

to seize this opportunity. We have
to take advantage of such chaos in
Sana'a and be united. The forma-
tion of this body is a real positive
introduction to one united southern
leadership,” he said.

Al-Sakkaf said the Southern La-
bor Union supports the National
Southern Body for Liberation and
Independence, but is not one of
the 13 founding groups because the
union aims to represent everyone in
the Southern Movement and does
not want to be associated with a
specific body within the movement.

Abdullah Rashid, one of the
founders of the Southern Move-
ment, agreed that the formation
of the body is important to unite
southern factions. “There is no gov-
ernment and there is no president.
Now is the time for the southern
people to realize what they want,
namely independence. Unity with
northern Yemen came to an end
after the 1994 war,” he told the Ye-

men Times.

Rashid believes steps like the
formation of the body on Monday
will be successful in overcoming
the south’s divided leadership. “The
southern people have reconciled
and forgotten the past. Our differ-
ences will not hinder our unity, and
we are determined to regain control
of our former state,” he said.

As of Wednesday afternoon no
Southern Movement leader had is-
sued a statement opposing the re-
cently established body.

However, Ali Al-Naqi, a local
resident and journalist in Aden,
said not everyone in Aden sees it
as a positive move. “What Al-Jifri
proposes and says is not welcomed
by everyone. This move could cause
further rifts. Now he is another in-
fluential southern leader who could
cause further political competition
in the south and more differences.
Thus, this will probably complicate
the southern issue,” he said.
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Islah, Nasserist and Socialist parties refuse to resume negotiations

B Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 27—As of Wednes-
day evening the Yemeni Socialist
Party and the Islah and Nasserist
parties continue to refuse talks over
Yemen'’s political future, saying they
will only begin negotiations once
three conditions are met: An end to
the house arrests of members of gov-
ernment, the withdrawal of Houthi
gunmen from the Presidential Pal-
ace, and non-interference in peace-
ful anti-Houthi protests.

Mohammad Al-Sabri, a leading
member of the Nasserist Party, told
the Yemen Times on Tuesday that
his party continues to oppose ne-
gotiations with the Houthis. “There
were several attempts made by Ja-
mal Benomar [the UN special envoy
to Yemen] to talk us out of our deci-
sion, but we made our participation
in negotiations conditional upon the
ending of the ministers’ house ar-
rest, the end of violent interference
in peaceful anti-Houthi protests,
and the evacuation of armed Houthis
from the Presidential Palace.”

The three parties released sepa-

rate statements on Sunday, declar-
ing their withdrawal from negotia-
tions that started on Friday, Jan. 23,
and involved all of Yemen’s political
parties as well as the Houthis.

Negotiations on Friday followed
fierce fighting between Houthis
and government forces in Sana’a on
Jan. 19, the Houthis’ takeover of the
Presidential Palace on Jan. 20, and
the resignation on Jan. 22 of the
president and the Cabinet.

A Parliamentary vote on whether
to accept President Hadi’s resigna-
tion was postponed indefinitely.
Under article 115 of the constitu-
tion the president must wait three
months before submitting a second
resignation, which Parliament can
not reject. The three parties are still
attending the meetings revolving
around the president and Cabinet’s
resignation on request by the UN’s
Benomar, but are refusing to discuss
political developments until their
demands are met.

“The Houthis’ desire for negotia-
tions with the political parties does
not stem from their love for the
country,” Al-Sabri claims. “They use

these negotiations as a cover for the
crimes they committed in Sana’a.
If we engage in dialogue with the
Houthis, we condone the violence
they enact against anyone oppos-
ing them. It would also mean that
we condone the Houthis’ takeover
of Sana’a and their siege on Hadi’s
house and the Presidential Palace.”

Adnan Al-Odaini, deputy head of
the Islah Party’s Media Department,
said “our withdrawal from talks on
Sunday came as a result of the sup-
pression of the anti-Houthi protests
in Sana’a.”

On Sunday, protestors who had
gathered throughout the city voicing
their opposition against the Houthis
reported violent assaults and ar-
rests.

A leading member in the Yemeni
Socialist Party, who refused to be
named, explained that “the party’s
leadership is constantly calling on
the Houthis to end their house arrest
of the party’s secretary-general, Dr.
Mohammad Al-Mekhlafi, and other
ministers.” These house arrests, the
source complains, are politically and
legally unjustified and violate hu-

The three parties released separate statements on Sunday declaring their refusal to join negotiations
that began Friday, Jan. 23, following fighting between Houthis and government forces days earlier.

man rights. “We do not accept the
Houthis’ method of reaching politi-
cal settlements through force,” the
source said.

On Tuesday evening, Abdulmalik
Al-Houthi, the leader of the Houthi
movement, used a televised speech
to claim, “the political forces that

oppose dialogue and negotiations
do not want to overcome the current
crisis. They want to take advantage
of the situation... But we may take
measures against them if they con-
tinue their opposition.”

Abdulmalik  Al-Fuhaidi, head
of the General People’s Congress

mouth-piece Al-Motamar Net, said
the parties that stopped negotia-
tions are seeking to please Jamal
Benomar and are not serving the
best interest of the country, adding
that their refusal to negotiate is an
obstacle to the political process in
Yemen.

Students walk out of Sana’a War

Story and Photo by
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 27—Officers in
training have not attended their
courses at the War Academy in
Sana’a since Tuesday, a day after
Houthi personnel entered the com-
pound and allegedly seized military
equipment.

Visiting the academy on Tuesday
morning, in the Bani Al-Harith dis-
trict in the north of the capital, the
Yemen Times found almost none
of the institution’s 2,300 students
in attendance. Conflicting reasons
were given for their absence.

According to a security officer
present at the academy, who asked
to remain anonymous, manage-
ment imposed mandatory leave
on Monday evening after around
650 students walked out in pro-
test against “the Houthis’ control
over and continued presence in the
academy, including their theft of
armaments.”

At both entrances to the academy
the Yemen Times found check-
points manned by personnel whose
vehicles and weapons were marked
with Houthi slogans. Six armed
men were stationed at either en-
trance, and a heavier presence was
seen in the vicinity of the academy.

An officer trainee, speaking to

oS

Around 650 officers in training walked out in protest of the Houthis’ presence at the academy. This
photo, taken Tuesday, shows a Houthi member in traditional clothes manning security at the entrance.

the Yemen Times anonymously via
phone, was able to confirm these
events. “On Monday morning, al-
most 650 students violated military
orders forbidding them from leav-
ing,” he said, adding that students

had met with Chief of Staff Hussein
Naji Khairan beforehand. “Instead
of doing his job and negotiating a
settlement with the Houthis, or
pressuring them to leave, he simply
ordered the students to stay put.”

According to another trainee,
Chief of Staff Khairan informed the
students that “the [Houthis’] popu-
lar committees are your brothers
and are cooperating with you, there
is no reason to fear them,” while

reminding them of the need to “un-
derstand the nature of the current
political situation.”

Students responded by declaring
they had registered in the academy
with the belief they were serving
the Ministry of Defense, and would
not have done so had they known
it would be a “Houthi militia acad-
emy,” the trainee said. “Their inter-
ference in the academy is unaccept-
able—how can a civilian protect a
soldier? This can only happen in
Yemen.”

The sources also allege that
hundreds of officer trainees were
recruited by the Houthis, who en-
tered the academy aboard two ve-
hicles on Monday morning, before
re-fuelling and taking an inventory
of the academy’s weapons stock-
pile. Anyone who voiced their op-
position was threatened with ex-
pulsion, they said, although it is
not yet clear what the fate of those
protesting will be.

However, speaking with two
other sources at the academy, a dif-
ferent version of events was given.
Ali Ahmad Al-Dabhiri, who works as
an assistant security manager, said
the students had left for their regu-
lar one-week leave, which is given
every six months.

Nonetheless, he added, “we are
cooperating with the popular com-

Academy

mittees and our goal is to protect
the academy, and in the current po-
litical situation cooperation is key.”

Sadiq Al-Marani, a financial of-
ficer at the academy, also pledged
his support for the Houthis’ popu-
lar committees, which he said are
working with the academy’s staff to
ensure security. He claimed all stu-
dents were cooperating with popu-
lar committee members, and that
any allegations that students had
left in protest or that the academy
had been ransacked were false.

Mahmoud Al-Junaid, a member
of the Houthi Political Office, told
the Yemen Times that the group’s
popular committees are located all
over Sana’a, and their presence in
the War Academy is for the same
reason as all government head-
quarters and institutions: To “mon-
itor its performance,” by which he
means prevent corruption.

Al-Junaid claimed the popular
committees did not steal any weap-
ons from the academy, but merely
created an inventory for them in
order to prevent them from being
stolen by anyone else.

The War Academy, which was
founded on May 1, 1963, provides
officer training programs and is run
under the auspices of the Ministry
of Defense. The head of the acad-
emy is Mohammad Saleh Shaizer.

Houthi leader calls for national
dialogue on Friday

H Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Jan. 28—1In a televised
speech delivered on Tuesday night,
Houthi leader Abdulmalik Al-
Houthi called for a meeting to be
convened on Friday to discuss the
current government crisis.

Al-Houthi called on religious
scholars, academics, politicians,
tribal leaders and others citizens
to take part in what he called “an
exceptional meeting” to address
the current deadlock, following the
resignations of President Hadi and
the Cabinet on Jan. 22.

Al-Houthi stressed his group’s
willingness to ensure a peaceful
transition, and called on other fac-
tions to support efforts to find a
peaceful resolution.

Mohammad  Al-Bukhaiti, a
member of the Houthi Political Of-
fice in Sana’a, confirmed that the
meeting will take place in Sana’a
on Friday, although the exact time
and place is yet to be determined.
He said priority will be given to im-
plementing the Peace and National
Partnership Agreement (PNPA),
signed Sept. 21, as well as finding
solutions to the current political
impasse.

“A new power will be forged after
the meeting, as President Hadi’s
page was turned with his resigna-
tion,” said Al-Bukhaiti. “Negotia-
tions are ongoing to find an agree-
able substitute for the president,
someone able and willing to imple-
ment the demands already put
forth by Abdulmalik Al-Houthi.”

These demands, laid out by Al-

Houthi in last week’s televised
speech, included calls to reform
the National Authority for the Im-
plementation of NDC Outcomes,
amend the draft constitution, im-
plement the Peace and National
Partnership Agreement (PNPA),
and to seek a resolution to the se-
curity situation in Marib.

Unlike the leader’s previous
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According to a Houthi source, the group is looking for a “substitute
for the president” who is willing to implement Al-Houthi’s demands.

speech on Jan. 20, which was
aired on the Houthi-affiliated Al-
Masira channel, Tuesday’s speech
was broadcast by the state-owned
Yemen TV channel. According to
Adnan Al-Raheji, a Yemeni po-
litical analyst and journalist at the
Yemeni-based independent news
website Khabar, it is an indication
of “the full dominance of Houthis
over media and decision-making.”

Yemen TV’s news director, Taw-
fik Al-Sharabi, resigned from his
post last week Tuesday in response
to Houthi interference with the
channel’s editorial policy and al-
leged censorship.

Keen to avoid full responsibil-
ity for the public backlash that has
followed President Hadi’s resig-
nation, the Houthis’ leadership is
calling a meeting out of self-inter-
est as much as national interest,
Al-Raheji said.

“The Houthis will risk declaring
a new presidential council with
a new president on Friday. They
want to involve as many political,
social and religious factions as
possible to avoid any fallout, and
they don’t have the support of the
international community on their
own,” he said.

A major pharmaceutical company
needs two pharmacists to work in its
headquarters in Sana'a, provided they
meet the following conditions:

1- Must be a Yemeni citizen

2- Must have a Bachelors degree

3- Should have good computer skills

4- Must have good English speaking
and writing skills

5- Should be a recent graduate

Those who meet the aforementioned
conditions and want to apply for the
position should send a recent resume to
the following e-mail or address:
E-mail: Recruit.gar @gmail.com
Fax: 272784

The deadline for applications is 2015/2/ 10
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Did a 13-year-old boy join Al-Qaeda?

Ahlam Mohsen and
Amal Al-Yarisi

n the dusty plains of Marib
governorate, a three-year-
old child raises his fist to
the sky and vows revenge
for the death of his father
and brother in a US drone strike.

“I'm going to fight them—I'm
going to kill them. Just let me get
bigger.”

The Yemen Times visited the boy
and his 25 siblings at the end of
November 2014. On Monday, the
child lost another brother to a US
drone strike.

The drone was operated by the
CIA, American officials told The
New York Times. It hit a vehicle
in Wadi Harib, Marib, on Mon-
day—ending any doubts that the
US would continue counterterror
operations after the resignation
of Yemen’s pro-drone president,
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi.

The strike killed two Al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
members, but also a child.

Mohammad Saleh Duaayman
was 13 years old and in the sixth
grade, according to his brother
Mukdad. He was the third per-
son in his family killed by a US
drone. His father Saleh Duaayman
and 17-year-old brother, Gallal,
were killed in October 2012 while
searching for a camel that had
strayed from the family’s farm. A
second brother, age 14, survived to
give details of that initial strike.

An AQAP source told the Yemen
Times on condition of anonymity
that all three individuals killed on
Monday were members of AQAP.
But what does it mean for a barely
pubescent boy to be a member of
Al-Qaeda?

Since the killing of their father—
the family's only breadwinner—his
daughter told the Yemen Times in
December that Al-Qaeda has finan-
cially supported the family, buy-
ing them food and school clothes,
even pens and notebooks so the
children can continue schooling.
When money was tight for AQAP,
she said they would leave a weapon
on the family's property that they
could sell to buy food.

“Who takes care of us? Al-Qaeda
takes care of us now. They know my
father was killed because of them,
so they take care of the household.
Not only that, they ask about us,
ask us what we need, how we are.
The government killed our father
and gave us nothing. Twenty-six
children, and they've never even
asked how we're doing," Saleh's
daughter Noor* said.

The October 2012 strike was in-
tended for AQAP militants that

YemenTimes photo

Journalist Adel Shamsan with Mohammad Saleh Duaayman on Nov. 29, 2014. On Monday, 13-year-old
Mohammad was killed by a US drone strike in Wadi Harib, Marib governorate.

were on the mountains overlooking
the valley where Saleh and his two
teenage sons had laid their heads
for the evening, after a tiring two
days of searching for the camel.

"He herded the camel, but it was
not ours," his daughter Noor said.

The surviving son of the Octo-
ber 2012 drone strike, Ezzadine,
14, had accompanied his father
and brother on that search. The
father jumped up when he saw a
green light from the sky over his
head, Noor said. He woke his sons
up, and told them to run. Ezza-
dine hid under a number of large
rocks, while his father and brother
kept running. He remained hidden
from 9 p.m. until sunrise the next
morning, when he heard the voices
of men who had come to collect the
bodies.

Noor told the Yemen Times that
her father had fought alongside
Osama Bin Laden in Afghanistan
until returning to Yemen in 2001.
When he returned, he cut a deal
with the state, agreeing to fore-
go any relations with Al-Qaeda,
and received a monthly salary of
YR100,000 (about $500) from the
state.

"He left his old life behind," Noor
said.

He also took on a number of odd
jobs to support his large family of
26 children—12 boys and 14 girls—
including buying and selling used
cars and herding sheep and camels.

Noor said the government cut
the salary when Saleh died.

“At the very least, they should
have left the salary, so we could
eat off it. Imagine, we have only
Al-Qaeda to give the children new
clothes for the Eid holiday," Noor
added.

An Al-Qaeda source told the Ye-
men Times that Saleh was not part
of Al-Qaeda following his return
from Afghanistan, but did cooper-
ate with the group, which included
hosting AQAP operatives from
time to time.

Was Mohammad Duaayman
an AQAP member?
Mohammad's family emphatically
deny that he was a member of Al-
Qaeda. Their home is covered in
Al-Qaeda flags, but his brother
Mukdad and sister Noor distin-
guished between appreciation for
the group that has kept them fed
and being part of that group.

However, an Al-Qaeda source
told the Yemen Times that Moham-
mad was a member of the group.
When pushed, he distinguished
between operational members of
Al-Qaeda and people who support
the group—who he still defined as
part of Al-Qaeda.

Was Mohammed an Al-Qaeda
operative?

"Be logical," the AQAP source
said, "how can a 12-year-old [sic]
be a member of Al-Qaeda? Our aim
was to convince him to join us in
the future, especially considering
that his father was killed in a drone
strike."

The source said that new recruits
usually receive training before be-
coming operatives, but that Al-Qa-
eda has a minimum age for these
trainings.

"It's true that we recruit children
but we don't train them and they're
not operatives until they are at
least 15," the source said.

If Mohammed was not an Al-Qa-
eda operative, was he still an AQAP
“member”? The answer lies in how

What 2015 holds for the
Middle East

Nabeel Khoury

atlanticcouncil.org

First published Jan. 24

n “The Arab Cold War

Revisited,” published in

Middle East Policy 2013, I

suggested that Arab monar-

chies, authoritarian repub-
lics, and Islamist forces comprised
the three main axes competing for
power in the Middle East. I argued
that the competition would likely
continue until the more radical Is-
lamists were defeated and the state
systems went back to a more prag-
matic approach in their relations.
An easy prediction to make, given
what was already obvious in intra-
regional relations. What I failed to
predict was the ferocity of the com-
petition and the revival with a ven-
geance of the seventh century war
over the Caliphate.

The Arab uprising of 2011
knocked over four of the rotting
regimes in the Arab world and se-
riously shook a fifth (Syria). The
failure of revolutionary forces to
capitalize on their initial success
allowed others to fill the vacuum:
Tribal and Islamist forces in Yemen
and Libya, the old regime cum mili-

tary in Egypt, and violent extrem-
ism of all shades in Syria, which
opened the gates to the brutish
forces of the Islamic State (ISIS or
ISIL). Only in Tunisia did pragma-
tism prevail among secular and Is-
lamist forces, allowing a new dem-
ocratic republic to emerge with the
handover of power between out-
going and incoming presidents—
striking, remarkable, and utterly
unique in modern Arab history.
The intrigue, fanaticism, and
brutishness of the struggle we have
seen in 2014 is not likely to dimin-
ish in 2015. The verse, “Eidon bi
ayati halen udta ya eidu,” of the
great Arab poet Al-Mutanabi, which
laments that the celebration of a
momentous occasion often brings
nothing new at all, and the French
adage “Plus ca change” strike me as
apt as we start off on the year 2015
in the Middle East. The basic clash
of forces will remain the same;
the fanaticism and brutishness of
Islamist extremism will continue
unabated and the impotence of the
international community (read: US
foreign policy) will persist. That
said, nuanced political improve-
ments may indeed take place in
Iraq, some economic successes will

allow the military leadership there
to gloat and plead with the inter-
national community for more time
to show its effectiveness, and the
Tunisian experiment—thank good-
ness—will continue to make steady,
if slow progress on all fronts.

Iraq

First, the good news: The Abadi
government is a clear improvement
over Maliki’s. Abadi has completed
an Iraqi-Kurdish oil agreement,
improved atmospherics (if nothing
else) with the Sunni community,
and offered the promise of better
relations with Saudi Arabia and
other GCC counties in the region.
Allied bombing and the training
of Iraqi Special Forces (ISF)—es-
pecially in Jordan—has resulted in
battle front successes and an actual
pushback of ISIL forces from previ-
ously held ground in the northwest
of the country. Kurdish, Shia, and
ISF collaboration, will allow Iraq’s
anti-ISIL forces to systematically
regain lost territory, with perhaps
a return of Sunni tribal forces to
playing an effective role in this al-
liance.

Continued on the back page

one defines membership.

Are you Al-Qaeda if you voice
support for Al-Qaeda? Or does be-
ing an Al-Qaeda member neces-
sitate some sort of material assis-
tance to the group or willingness
to plan or carry out attacks? Does
receiving support from Al-Qaeda
make you a part of the group? Can
sixth graders be Al-Qaeda?

Both AQAP and the US govern-
ment have an interest in accepting
this first, broad definition of who is
Al-Qaeda. In the past, the Obama
administration has gone as far as
pushing for the continued impris-
onment of a Yemeni journalist on
terror related charges for his re-
porting.

Abdulelah Haider Shaye—who
had never claimed to support or
be part of AQAP—was arrested on
terror charges in August 2010 after
revealing in December 2009 that a
strike in Al-Majala, Abyan gover-
norate, that left 21 children and 14
women dead was a US strike from
a Tomahawk cruise missile. The
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Mohammad is the third person in his family to be killed by a US
drone, after a strike in October 2012 killed his father Saleh and

brother Gallal.

Yemeni government had claimed
that it was a Yemeni strike. He was
also known for his interviews with
high-level Al-Qaeda leaders that
appeared in international press,
including the Washington Post.

In fact, the Obama administra-
tion considers "all military-age
males in a strike zone as combat-
ants,” several administration of-

ficials told the New York Times
in June 2012. Every military-age
male in Mohammad's village is
considered a combatant, "unless
there is explicit intelligence post-
humously proving them innocent,"
according to the Times.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki contributed
to this report.
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OUR OPINION

Goodbye
Hadji, hello
Houthis

f recent behavior is any indi-
cation of what Yemen is in for,
the Houthis will not be toler-
ating any dissent against their
rule.

It’s only been a week since the gov-
ernment resigned and in that week the
Houthis have dispersed anti-Houthi
rallies and beaten dozens of protest-
ers with batons, threatening hundreds
more with automatic rifles and knives.
Their attacks on journalists in just the
past few days would make even former
President Ali Abdullah Saleh blush.

Ashraf Al-Tifi, the secretary of the
Rights and Freedom Committee with-
in the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate
(YSJ), told the Yemen Times Wednes-
day evening that there have been
30 attacks against journalists by the
Houthis since Saturday alone.

This does not include the move-
ment’s attacks on the profession itself
since their takeover of the capital on
Sept. 21. The Houthis have stormed
and taken control of a number of state
media organizations, including Al-
Thawra newspaper, forcing the gov-
ernment to order its suspension. The
Houthis brought in their own team
and together with staff from the paper
who chose to stay despite the takeover,
they have continued printing and dis-
tribution.

The YSJ said in a press release earli-
er this month that Al-Thawra’s editor,
Faisal Makram, stepped down when
the Houthis entered his home and
forced him to resign at gunpoint.

My friends at state radio stations tell
me about the Houthi guards sent to
“protect” the station who censor their
news to make it more Houthi-friendly.

The whereabouts of journalist Ya-
hya Al-Siwari, who was taken by the
Houthis on Monday, remain unknown.

Historically, the government has
been behind most of the attacks on
journalists in the country. The tran-
sition saw a decrease in government
violence against journalists, but an
overall increase in attacks on those in
the profession. With different actors
competing for power, journalists could
anticipate attacks from various parties
and groups.

The Houthis say they’ve come to
town to save us from a failing political
transition and to achieve the goals of
the 2011 uprising. Who'’s going to save
us from them?

Ahlam Mohsen
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The hagiography of King Abdullah

Andrew Hammond
I middleeasteye.net
First published Jan. 26
he hagiographies of the de-
ceased Saudi King Abdullah
have piled up at a surprising
rate, reflecting the desire—the
desperate hope—among West-
ern policy-makers that Saudi Arabia is on a
path to “reform” that justifies their contin-
ued investment in a regime whose political
repression, economic plunder, improvized
regional interventions and cradling of re-
ligious obscurantism and zealotry (be-
heading for sorcery) is of a scale arguably
unique in modern times. In an astounding
move, the UK government even ordered
flags to be put at half-mast.

Yet the legacy of Abdullah as a “reform-
er” had already long dissipated before his
death. Abdullah rose to prominence in the
late 1990s at the beginning of his predeces-
sor Fahd’s long incapacitation at a time of
collapsing oil prices and high government
spending. In 1998 the then crown prince
told Saudis, both the population and the
ruling family, that they would have to
tighten their belts.

The catastrophe of 9/11 created a further
imperative for domestic reform and an ar-
ray of political activists spanning reformist
clerics, Jeddah liberals, Islamists, leftists,
Arab nationalists, Eastern Province Shia
and women, who still require a category
of their own, came together to formulate
those demands in a series of petitions;
liberals in particular felt that their time

had come. The cult of Abdullah was born.

But both the security and the religious
establishment were not happy. Prince
Nayef, father of current interior minister
and now deputy crown prince Mohammed
Bin Nayef, jailed dozens of journalists,
many left the country, and all talk of ditch-
ing the religious police, or Committee for
the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of
Vice, was checked. Nayef maintained par-
ticularly close ties with senior clerics, both
those on the state-backed Council of Senior
Religious Scholars and independents, who
were often beneficiaries of state largesse in
any case too.

It was Nayef who had the authority to
gather hundreds of the ulama (religious
scholars) in 2007 and request them to stop
sending Saudis to blow themselves up in
Iraq. That same year Nayef’s security forc-
es arrested a group of activists including
Saud Mukhtar Al-Hashemi, a prominent
Islamist figure in Jeddah; they were ac-
cused of ties to Al-Qaeda in Iraq, but were
really arrested because they planned to es-
tablish a political party. Incapable of push-
ing forward with social reforms that would
reduce Wahhabi restrictions, the former
king was left only to push ahead with the
King Abdullah University of Science and
Technology project and economic cit-
ies as “liberal enclaves” where the rules
of gender segregation and all that flows
from that (women driving, cinemas, public
transport) could be put in abeyance for a
putative liberal modernity to unfurl itself
unhindered.

The Arab uprisings tore the narrative

apart. Abdullah came back from convales-
cence in Al-Saud’s favorite holiday spot in
Agadir, Morocco, to order King Hamad of
Bahrain, waiting obediently on the tarmac,
to crush the street mobilization that took
off after Mubarak’s removal in Egypt, while
both the interior ministry and the senior
clerics warned Saudis not to dare get on
the streets too (protests and petitions are
haram, the senior ulama declared). When
they did not, Abdullah came forward with
a series of funding gifts for religious and
security institutions in thanks.

A campaign of repression was unleashed
which saw long prison sentences for rights
activists, bloggers, social media users and
dissidents, usually tried in improvized
state security courts officially estab-
lished for handling militants who were lav-
ished with money for wives and homes in
return for their repentance. With the ruling
family circling the wagons in fear for their
future, the Arab Spring security paradigm
has set the tone for the foreseeable future,
and it’s easy to imagine that those munici-
pal elections held back in 2005 (remember
then..?) will again be postponed this year.

The discourse on reforming Wahhabism,
in effect an attempt to smooth its rough-
er edges, also ran into the ground. In chal-
lenging Iran, Hezbollah, post-invasion
Iraq and the Assad regime, Salafi Jihadism
proved as useful as it had always been; in
challenging the rise of the Muslim Broth-
erhood and political Islam, the state’s qui-
etist brand of Salafi Islam proved equally
useful.

International conferences on “interfaith

dialogue” went down well in the West, and
created a buzz among his team that Abdul-
lah could perhaps get the Nobel Prize for
peace, but were never taken seriously back
home. The reform of the judiciary and legal
system, perhaps the boldest of Abdullah’s
reform projects in its similarity to the Ot-
toman Tanzimat, also ran into problems.
Codification of Sharia, going beyond Han-
bali jurisprudence, and training judges in
non-Islamic law were all deeply problemat-
ic and progress was slow: If there is to be a
long-term result, this would perhaps be
Abdullah’s true legacy. But as it stands, that
for now should be regarded as rehabilitat-
ing Saudi Arabia’s tattered reputation after
2001, bringing Saudi Arabia in line with
global economic standards via entry into
the World Trade Organization, and allow-
ing an air of openness to waft through an
extremely tense society.

The flags are at half-mast and the obitu-
aries are hailing his policies because the
West needs to believe that Saudi Arabia’s
problems are solvable without violent up-
heaval.

Andrew Hammond is a senior policy fel-
low for the European Council on Foreign
Relations’ Middle East & North Africa
programme. He spent ten years working
as a correspondent for Reuters, including
a stint as Reuters bureau chief in Riyadh
from 2006 to 2009. He has covered the
Arab Spring uprisings in Egypt, Tuni-
sia, Bahrain, Yemen, and Morocco and
reported from Iraq before and after the
overthrow of Saddam Hussein.

After Qaboos, who will be Oman’s next sultan?

Bruce Riedel
I muftah.org
First published Jan. 25
he death of King Abdullah
Bin Abdulaziz of Saudi Ara-
bia turns the focus of succes-
sion speculation in Arabia
to the Sultanate of Oman.
Sultan Qaboos, the longest-serving ruler
in the Middle East, has been in Germany
for unspecified health reasons since last
summer. While the Saudi succession was
transparent, Oman’s is opaque.

Qaboos was born on Nov. 18, 1940, in
Salalah, the capital of Oman’s western
province of Dhofar, which borders Ye-
men. He is the 14th-generation descen-
dant of the founder of the Al-Bu Saidi
dynasty that created the sultanate in the
1600s after expelling the Portuguese from
Muscat. He was educated in India and the
Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst,
then spent a year with the British Army of
the Rhine in Germany. When he returned
home to Salalah, his father kept him iso-
lated and under virtual house arrest in the
palace. The father was notoriously averse
to any modernization of the country.

Qaboos came to power in July 1970 in
a coup orchestrated by British intelligence
using army officers seconded to the Omani
army. British officers took control of the
palace, lightly wounded the sultan in a
short gunfight and then Qaboos’ father
was flown out of the country on a Royal
Air Force jet, never to return. London was
convinced regime change was essential
because the country was in a civil war with
a communist insurgency backed by the
Soviets and their then proxy, the People’s
Democratic Republic of Yemen. The coun-
try had only ten kilometers (six miles) of
modern roads, virtually no education or
health infrastructure and seemed about
to become the next Arab monarchy to col-
lapse.

With British encouragement, Qaboos

asked the Shah of Iran and King Hus-
sein of Jordan for help. The Iranians sent
a regiment of troops and the Jordanians
sent advisers. The communist insurgency
in Dhofar was defeated and many of its
leaders defected to the new government.
Qaboos modernized the country, estab-
lished a parliament and created one of the
most stable and well-governed countries
in the Middle East. Oman had a miniature
version of the Arab Spring in 2011, during
which the Sultan ordered further reforms
to answer calls for change, and demon-
strations petered out. The majority of
Oman’s four million residents have never
known any ruler except Qaboos.

While maintaining special ties to the
United Kingdom, Qaboos has also been a
close ally of the United States. Oman was
the staging base for the ill-fated Ameri-
can hostage rescue mission in 1980 to get
the American diplomats home from Iran.
Oman participated in Operation Desert
Storm to liberate Kuwait. Later Oman be-
came a useful intermediary for sending
messages from Washington to Tehran.
Most recently, Oman has hosted secret
talks between the US and Iran on Iran’s
nuclear program.

In July, the Sultan traveled to his resi-
dence in Munich for medical tests. He has
not left since, and last year he missed the
Omani National Day (his birthday) cel-
ebration for the first time since his coup.
He also failed to travel to Saudi Arabia for
Abdullah’s funeral, a notable omission for
a fellow Gulf monarch. He is widely re-
ported to be suffering from terminal can-
cer. He has barely spoken to the nation
since he traveled to Germany, giving only
a brief address on National Day.

The sultan has no sons and has not pub-
licly designated an heir. The royal family
is supposed to choose a successor within
three days of the sultan’s death. If the fam-
ily cannot agree, it is to open a sealed let-
ter that Qaboos has written that contains
the name of his choice. The three men be-
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Oman'’s Sultan Qaboos Bin Said (R) walks with Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani
upon Rouhani’s arrival in Muscat, March 12, 2014. (photo by REUTERS/Sultan Al

Hasani)

lieved to be the most likely candidates are
the sons of Qaboos’ late uncle, Tariq Bin
Taimur, who served as the sultan’s first
prime minister. (Qaboos now holds the
position himself.) None appear to have
been groomed for power: Assad Bin Tariq
is a Sandhurst-educated businessman;
Haitham Bin Tariq is Oman’s culture min-
ister; and Shihab Bin Tariq led the navy
for 14 years, but retired from the post a
decade ago. No successor will have the le-
gitimacy Qaboos has earned.

The royal family has every incentive to
make the succession smooth. The coun-
try faces two dangers. Like the other GCC
states, Oman depends on oil for most of
its income, but it has relatively small re-
serves. The decline in oil prices is a much
bigger challenge for Oman than for its
richer neighbors because it has far smaller
financial reserves.

The more immediate danger is the cha-
os in Yemen. The collapse of the central
government and the resignation of Presi-
dent Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi’s govern-

ment means Oman faces near-anarchy on
its sensitive western border. Qaboos and
his successor will face a long-term prob-
lem of keeping the Yemeni civil war and its
violence from damaging Omani interests.

The succession in Saudi Arabia was
scripted well in advance and went off like
clockwork. King Salman was quick to put
in place the long-term succession arrange-
ments for the kingdom by appointing
Crown Prince Mugqrin Bin Abd Al-Aziz and
Second Deputy Prime Minister Prince Mo-
hammad Bin Nayef to the No. 2 and No. 3
positions. Oman’s succession appears far
less orderly from an outside, public point
of view. Since Oman sits at the opening
of the Straits of Hormuz, the whole world
has an interest in a smooth and stable
transition.

Republished with permission from Muf-
tah.org
This article originally appeared on Muf-
tah.org Follow Muftah on Twitter @Muf-
tahOrg.

2o
LSS

YEMEN & TIMES

www.yementimes.com

First Political English Newspaper
in Yemen. Founded in 1991 by
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf
Tel: +967 (1) 268-661

Fax: +967 (1) 268-276
P.O. Box 2579, Sana’a, Yemen

Email: adsyemen@yahoo.com

General Manager
Farouq A. Ibrahim

Security Reporter
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

Letters: ytreaders.view @gmail.com BUSINESS
ADVERTISEMENTS: FOR PEACE Ali Mohsen Aboluhom
Tel: +967 (1) 510306 AWARD Bassam Al-Khamiri

Deputy Editor-in-chief
Ahlam Mohsen

Managing Editor
Judit Kuschnitzki

Senior Reporter
Mohammed bin Sallam

Brett Scott
Jeremy Hodge

Managing Editor Assistant
Nasser Al-Sakkaf

Head of Design Dept.
Ramzy Alawi

Editorial Staff

Khalid Al-Karimi
Yasser Rayes

Taiz Bureau:

Imad Ahmed Al-Saqqaf
Tel: +967 (4) 217-156,
Telefax: +967 (4) 217157
P.O.Box: 5086, Taiz
Email: yttaiz@y.net.ye

Subscriptions

For supscription rates and related informa-
tion please contact Majdi Al-Saqqaf,
Subscription and Distribution Manager, on
268661/2 ext 204 or mobile: 711998995,
email: majdi_saqqaf@yahoo.com

Policies:

- All opinion articles that have not been
written by Yemen Times staff on the
Opinion, Op-Ed and Youth pages do not
necessarily represent the newspaper’s
opinion and hence YT could not be held
accountable for their consequences.

- Letters to the Editor must include your
name, mailing address, or email address.
The editor reserves the right to edit all
submissions for clarity, style, and length.

- Submissions will not be returned to the
writer under any circumstance.

- For information on advertising, contact
the advertising department at any of the
Yemen Times' offices




BUSINESS
\\ TIMES ‘\// FOR PEACE
N\ % AWARD

29 January, 2015

Interview

D

Arab Spring Party head to the Yemen Times:

“Women are absent

from the political scene”

n the wake of the 2011 uprising against former President Ali Abdullah Saleh a number of small

political parties were formed. One such party, the Arab Spring Party, is unique in that it is the
first officially recognized party in Yemen to be led by a woman. Passionate about getting Yemeni
women more involved in the country’s politics, and encouraged by the notable involvement of
women during the 2011 uprising, party President Amal Al-Thawr established the Arab Spring
Party that year. According to her, the party aims to be fully inclusive and to bring together a mix of youth

and people from different social backgrounds.

Born in Sana’a, Al-Thawr is the daughter of a Shura Council member and former minister. Though she
did not continue schooling after graduating high school, Al-Thawr says politics is in her blood. She spoke
to the Yemen Times about the marginalization of women from politics, the difficulties she has faced as a
woman, as well as her hopes for the future. On Jan. 22, hours before the government announced its resig-
nation, Al-Thawr said, “I do not think the government will be able to make it in such inappropriate condi-
tions,” and questioned how the government could exercise its authority in the absence of the state. After
the government’s resignation, she talked to the Yemen Times about what the government’s resignation

means for small parties.

H Khalid Al-Karimi

After the 2011 uprising many
new political parties surfaced,
including the Arab Spring Par-
ty. Can you introduce your par-
ty, and what you have achieved
so far?

The Arab Spring Party is a party
that resulted from the 2011 peace-
ful youth uprising. What makes
this party different is that it is the
first party at the national level to be
headed and established by a wom-
an. We have done a lot since our
establishment. We have established
the Coordinating Committee for
New and Nascent Parties. We were
part of the 2011 Preparatory Com-
mittee [which co-ordinated activi-
ties during the uprising]. This party
aims to provide a helping hand for
the nation and people in all areas.

‘What is the party’s take on the
latest political developments
in the capital city?

It really hurts us that Yemen has
reached such a low, particularly in
Sana’a. Being the capital, it has a
different status from other areas
in the country. It is really worrying
for citizens and politicians to see
Sana’a turned upside down.

The president and the
Cabinet have resigned.
What is the role of new
political parties at this
critical time in Yemen’s
history?

We have been contacting all
political parties in order to
get them together and help
rescue the country from
collapse. We will present
our initiative and be part of
the solution. These difficult
times call for the efforts of
all political parties.

How do you read the
mounting terrorist acts
in the capital city?

What is happening is that
foreign agendas are being
implemented by internal individu-
als. The engineers are non-Yemeni
and the executors are Yemenis.
Such acts largely affect Yemen at
the level of society, security and sta-
bility. The country has been placed
in a very bad situation. Poverty is
increasing, education is deteriorat-
ing, and the state of health care is
bad—life has become tough. Nowa-
days, citizens are finding difficulty
in getting basic necessities such as
gas and petrol. It’s misery.
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Although political elites have
signed agreements to end dis-
putes and work towards rec-
onciliation, the situation has
not improved. What, in your
opinion, are the reasons be-
hind this failure.

The internal powers agree on cer-
tain issues and have reached agree-
ment, which pleases Yemenis.
However, these agreements do not
last long due to outside pressure
or interference. Therefore, these
internal powers break agreements
and procrastinate. Thus, I think the
outside pressure [by the US, Saudi
Arabia, and Iran] plays a big role
in directing the political process in
Yemen. We can not get rid of this
situation unless the political pow-
ers establish national reconcilia-
tion. Then the foreign powers can
not interfere.

Are you satisfied with the situ-
ation of Yemeni woman and
their role in the decision-mak-
ing process in Yemen?

No, I am not satisfied. Women have
not realized a genuine status in Ye-
men. Except for a very small num-
ber, women remain absent from
the political scene. The reason for
this is the patriarchal society we
are living in and man’s domination
over women. This makes women
stuck. I think the situation of Ye-
meni women will be good if the 30
percent quota for woman is fixed in
the constitution, we need to work
towards that.

What about the role of women
in the Arab Spring Party?

The party has not confined women
to any particular office. Instead,
women are seen as political part-
ners in the political process more
broadly. Women have a role in all
offices of the party. Women occupy
the roles, for example, of secretary
general and media officer, in addi-
tion to other titles.

What about the founding
members of the party?

Any party that seeks rec-
ognition should give the
Parties’ Affairs Commit-
tee documents of about
75 founding members,
at minimum. The Arab
Spring Party had 145
founding members. Also,
the party should have
2,500 members from dif-
ferent governorates to get the of-
ficial permit. We had about 3,000
members. The Arab Spring Party
is composed of youth and other
people who have nothing to do
with other political parties. This is
a unique characteristic of our party.
Do you think the growth of po-
litical parties could contribute
to creating further political
competition and hence more
conflict?

The growth of political parties are
a good phenomenon. The parties
have a constructive role, and they
should compete with one another
for the sake of development and for
the sake of the nation. They should
not contend to destroy the nation.
The parties that have foresight are

“Women
have not
realized a
genuine sta-
tus in Ye-
men...The
reason for
this is the
patriarchal
society we
are living in
and man’s
domination
over wom-

en.” J

the ones that will persist, while
those incapable of forward-thinking
may survive for some time but will
eventually perish.

Why did the Arab Spring Party
have no representatives in the
National Dialogue Conference
(NDC)?

The new parties had no representa-
tion in the NDC because they were
marginalized. There was no justifi-
cation for that exclusion. If the new
parties participated in the NDC,
they would have presented better
national visions.

What challenges are you cur-
rently facing?

Personally, and as a woman, I am
facing lots of problems. I am in a
patriarchal society that does not be-
lieve strongly in women. A woman
in Yemen has never become presi-
dent or prime minister. This con-
veys the challenge. Challenges fac-
ing the party also include financial
issues. The government does not
provide us with support. We call on
the state to support this party, con-
sidering it is the only one led by a
woman. I depend solely on my per-
sonal support. Now I am focusing
on expanding the party’s popularity
base.

Making Yemen a federal state
is a contentious issue. Do you
support federalism?

I believe in Yemen’s unity, the peo-
ple and the land. In all the state-
ments I made before and after the
NDC, I have always asserted the
unity of Yemen. Splitting Yemen
into regions makes it weak. Instead
of federalism, we should activate
the role of the local councils with-
in the framework of the Republic
of Yemen. We are facing a serious
danger considering the peoples’
lack of awareness about the federal
system. Every governorate will de-
clare itself an independent state.
I call on the president and the law
makers to think about the interests
of Yemen. Dividing Yemen serves
foreign interests, but it is not for the
good of the country.

Where is Yemen heading now?
Yemen is heading for collapse as
long as the political powers do not
end their conflicts. If these powers
prove themselves capable of plac-
ing Yemen’s interests first, we will
survive. I remain optimistic we will

—

‘...foreign
agendas
are being
implement-
ed by inter-
nal individ-
uals. The
engineers
are non-Ye-
meni and
the execu-
tors are
Yemenis.”

_/

overcome this difficult situation.

How do you describe the
events of September 21?

The September 21 revolution was
an extension of the February 2011
revolution. I condemn Monday’s
attacks on students who were pro-
testing near Sana’a University.
There should be co-existence, and
the leadership of the September
21 revolution should absorb all the
political parties and social factions.
Exclusion is unacceptable.

How do you see Yemen’s fu-
ture?

In spite of the troubles we are un-
dergoing, I can see it is promising.
I trust the wisdom of the Yemeni
people.

A final word?

I call on the political parties to
place Yemen first. I call on them to
set aside any foreign agendas. I ask
them to be patriotic. We are in one
ship - if it drowns, we will all face
the same fate. Yemen is above indi-
viduals.
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Are popular committees all Houthi?

Story by Khalid Al-Karimi
Photo by Brett Scott

opular committees ex-

isted in Yemen long

before the Houthis’ rise

to power. However,

since the group took
over Sana’a on Sept. 21, the term
“popular committee” has been com-
monly used as an equivalent to “the
Houthis” in areas under the group’s
control.

While Houthi popular commit-
tees have clearly mushroomed in
recent months, it is often unclear
what happened to regular neigh-
borhood watch groups that formed
during and after the 2011 uprising
in Yemen.

Akram Al-Sharjabi, a popular
committee leader in Sana’a’s Al-
Sabaeen neighborhood, said that
his men have stopped their work
entirely since Houthis arrived and
erected checkpoints throughout the
capital.

“We used to protect our neigh-
borhood back in 2011 because of
the volatile security situation, but
we stopped in 2012 when the situ-
ation improved,” Al-Sharjabi said,
reflecting on the committee’s early
beginnings.

Al-Sabaeen’s popular commit-
tee consisted of men who live in
the neighborhood and volunteered
as guards during the night. Most
of them were unarmed and busy
controlling the neighborhood’s en-
trances, checking IDs, and making
sure no suspicious strangers could
enter.

In early September 2014, the
violence that erupted in Sana’a
between soldiers and the Houthis
caused a temporary comeback of
popular committees—at least in Al-
Sabaeen.

This revival was short lived, how-
ever, with the Houthis taking over
control of the neighborhood a few
weeks after. In light of the wide-

spread presence of armed Houthis
in the area, Al-Sharjabi considered
it pointless to continue the work of
his watch brigades.

No Houthi member approached
Al-Sharjabi or one of his commit-
tee members, he said, to discuss
the potential of cooperation. Yet,
according to Abas Abdusamad, who
works with one of the Houthi popu-
lar committees in Al-Sabaeen, some
of the local residents who had pre-
viously volunteered guarding the
neighborhood decided to join the
Houthi guards.

While members of neighborhood
watch groups claimed to be solely
bound by their common goal of
protecting residents—a goal they
said transcended political and reli-
gious divisions between them—Al-
Sharjabi criticizes that the same
does not apply to Houthis. In fact,
he claims, it is their partisanship
that explains why their spread in
the neighborhood does not lead to
increased security. “Our neighbor-
hood became a target because the
Houthis and Houthi checkpoints
are at risk of being attacked by Al-
Qaeda.”

Al-Sharjabi also accuses Houthi
popular committees of dividing
rather than uniting the neighbor-
hood, saying that, “The Houthi
popular committees accuse us of
belonging to particular parties and
groups.”

While Al-Sharjabi is worried
about the spread of Houthi popular
committees, Hussein Al-Bukhaiti, a
prominent Houthi figure, does not
seem to distinguish between popu-
lar committees that are led and or-
ganized by neighbors and those that
are run by the Houthis. “I don’t see
a difference between them. They
are both eager to serve the people
and try to make sure they can live
in peace.”

In spite of his concerns, Al-
Sharjabi admits, “The neighbor-
hood committees offered help to
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At this entrance to Sana’a’s Old City the Houthis have a clear presence, with their slogan widely visible. However, the men sitting at the en-
trance said they do not consider themselves Houthis. Rather, they are locals who are co-operating with the group for the sake of security.

maintain security, and in a way
the Houthi committees are doing
the same. But contrary to them, we
never wanted to replace the govern-
ment forces.”

Houthi popular committees tend
to be hierarchically organized, with
supervisors being assigned to watch
over committee members in des-
ignated neighborhoods. These su-
pervisors, in turn, work under the
Houthi Revolutionary Council that
is monitored by the Houthi Politi-
cal Office—at least in theory. Com-
mittees usually consist of a mix of
locals and Houthi supporters from
outside, all viewing the provision of
security as their ultimate goal.

Ali Abdulrahman, an 18-year-old

high school student living in Al-
Sabaeen, shares Al-Sharjabi’s skep-
ticism, saying that Houthi popular
committees—contrary to neighbor-
hood watch groups—try to impose
themselves on the state.

Likewise, Mohammad Sultan,
a 32-year-old taxi driver in Al-Sa-
baeen, figures that, “Not everyone
welcomes the spread of the Houthi
popular committees.” Sultan for his
part preferred neighborhood com-
mittees that did not cause any trou-
ble for the state’s security forces.

Sultan’s preference for neighbor-
hood watch groups is not shared by
everyone. Several residents, such
as Ahmed Al-Mudaei, a 19-year-
old high-school graduate, welcome

Houthi popular committees. “The
2011 popular committees were nec-
essary to keep an eye on the neigh-
borhood, they did not have to carry
weapons,” Al-Mudaei said. Given
the current instability and violence
in Sana’a, however, Al-Mudaei is
convinced that armed Houthis are
better equipped to ensure security.
Ali Al-Milhani, a 24-year-old res-
ident in Al-Sabaeen, agrees. “In my
neighborhood, the popular commit-
tees which were set up in 2011 were
not using weapons. But the Houthi
popular committees are. This is an
important difference,” he argues.
Houthi member Abdusamad
echoes these sentiments, declar-
ing, “We are different from the 2011

neighborhood committees because
we bear weapons. We need weap-
ons for the protection of neighbor-
hoods.”

As the example of Al-Sabaeen
illustrates, neighborhood watch
brigades are of a very fluid char-
acter, springing up wherever and
whenever necessary. It remains to
be seen, and is surely dependent
on further political developments,
whether Yemenis will witness the
reappearance of popular commit-
tees unaffiliated with the Houthis
in neighborhoods anytime soon. In
the meantime, the term and much
of the concept of popular commit-
tees has been appropriated by the
Houthis.
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What 2015 holds for the Middle East

The bad news in Iraq is that the nec-
essary but modest progress on na-
tional cohesion will not likely take
root and lead to sufficient consensus
on building a truly democratic and
unified nation. The success of Kurd-
ish, Shia, and Sunni militias will
ultimately undermine the cohesion
needed to sustain political progress.
As in the past, Shia militias once
unleashed will resist efforts to coral
them back into a non-military pos-
ture. Iran will offer no help as it still
needs militia help in neighboring
Syria, where fierce battles continue
torage. Enjoying the foothold gained
via its direct military presence inside
Iraq, Iran will find it hard to pack up
and leave—exacerbating Sunni-Shia
tensions—and may find it tempting
to infiltrate Kurdish areas for intel-
ligence purposes.

Lastly, even with its expansion in
check, ISIL forces will continue to
pose a threat to internal security in
Iraq, whether in a conventional or
insurgent capacity. Iraq has become
too valuable in the Iranian-Saudi
cold war and as a staging ground for
the conflict in Syria for the overall
balance of power to change signifi-
cantly anytime soon.

Syria

The valiant efforts of the Kurds in
the city of Kobbani, aided by Iraqi
Peshmerga and allied bombing, has
indeed halted the sweep of ISIL
into the Kurdish northeast of Syria,
proving once again the limits of ISIL
forces when it comes to penetrating
non-Sunni zones. However, ISIL—in
conjunction with Al-Nusra forces—
now controls 30-40 percent of Syria
(depending on who is counting and
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how much of the fine print they can
see on Google maps). Assad regime
forces control an equal percentage
of the country, extending from the
Kurdish borders in the north to the
Jordanian borders in the south and
covering the all-important Damas-
cus and Alawite mountains with ac-
cess to the Mediterranean. Battles
will continue to rage in and around
the major urban centers of Aleppo
and Homs, the Qalamoun moun-
tains, and that critical corner en-
compassing the Jordanian borders
and the Golan Heights. Those bat-
tles, however, leave little for secular
opposition forces, particularly the
now near-fictional forces of the Free
Syrian Army (FSA).

The US choice of Saudi Arabia as
a training ground for the FSA sug-
gests minimal US resolve to affect
the basic balance of power in Syria.
The measly $500 million dedicated
to that effort and the stipulation that
training is meant to fight ISIL and
not the Assad regime throws into
question the ultimate goal for the
Obama administration.

Yemen

The Houthi sweep in Yemen—at
least in scope and breadth if not in
timing—was almost as surprising as
that of ISIL in the Levant, despite
the ignored signals that it was com-
ing. The United States grew too com-
placent by the seeming success of its
drone campaign against Al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula to care if and
how the internal balance of power in
Yemen might change. The Houthis,
with Iran and Hezbollah’s help,
now control roughly two-thirds of
Yemen. Its military success, how-

ever, will not likely affect any last-
ing stability in the country. Armed
with Iranian financial support and
Lebanese Hezbollah training and
tactics, the Houthis effectively filled
the power vacuum in Sana’a, left by
a meaningless National Dialogue
Conference agreement and a power-
less President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi. In his victory speech, Abdul-
malik Al-Houthi even mimicked
Hassan Nassrallah, down to the
raising of his forefinger in stressing
his points. The Houthis, nonethe-
less, lack discipline and pragma-
tism. Their overzealous push south
after capturing Sana’a will prove
their undoing, at least in creating
a new stable order in the Yemeni
capital. Iran—not Saudi Arabia and
certainly not the United States—is
the most influential foreign power in
the country to which one must now
turn with any proposal to calm the
situation and attempt to forge a new
national agreement.

North Africa

Finally, the North African scene is
now connected to the Levant’s kill-
ing fields, thanks to ISIL’s spread-
ing influence throughout the Islamic
world and the failure of the military
regime in Egypt to co-opt moder-
ate Islamists and the secular liberal
forces in the country. The terror-
ism and extremism provoked by the
military coup—albeit a “popularly
supported one”—will unlikely dis-
appear anytime soon. The security
challenge in North Africa is to stop
ISIL from greater coordination with
regional affiliates, from their current
position of strength in Libya. One
can only wish Tunisia the best of

Qatar Airways voted Business Airline of
The Year for second year in a row

Qatar Airways was last
week awarded ‘Business
Airline of the Year’ for
the second consecutive
year at the prestigious UK
Business Travel Awards
2015 held in London at
the Grosvenor House Ho-
tel.

The 20th annual Business Travel
Awards, hosted by Buying Busi-
ness Travel, celebrated the achieve-
ments of travel industry leaders.
Over 70 companies, teams and in-
dividuals were shortlisted across 21
categories.

In May 2014, Qatar Airways be-
came the first carrier to fly an all-
Business Class service from Lon-
don Heathrow. The daily Airbus
A319 service to Doha is configured
with a single aisle, 2-2 seating con-
figuration offering 40 seats. The
service departs from Terminal 4 at
21:55, arriving into Doha at 6.40am
the following day. The A319 Busi-
ness Class seat has one of the high-
est specifications for business class
travel of any airline with wide seats
that recline into fully flat beds.

Also in May, Qatar Airways
moved to its new home and hub,
Hamad International Airport, the
aviation industry’s latest green-
field airport showcasing marked
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features, including the acclaimed
10,000 square metres Al Mourjan
Business Class lounge.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Exec-
utive, His Excellency Mr. Akbar Al
Baker, said: “It has been an incred-
ible year for Qatar Airways, with
not only a number of new routes
but the expansion of our fleet to in-
clude the A350 and A380, both of
which represent the latest in avia-
tion engineering and technology.
This award reiterates the quality of
our renowned 5-star service and it
is an honor to have been recognised
in this category again.”

The airline celebrated a dramatic
increase to its fleet in 2014, taking
delivery of three new aircraft types:
the A319 all-Business Class; the
Airbus A380, and was the Global
Launch Customer of the A350.

With the receipt of these new
aircraft, Qatar Airways is the only
airline in the world to operate ev-
ery family of Airbus’ modern airline

portfolio. In addition to
the 80 A350s it has on
order, the airline has a
current Airbus fleet com-
prising of the A320, A330
Freighter, A319LR, A321,
A330, A340 and A380
families.

With a modern fleet of 146 air-
craft, Qatar Airways connects busi-
nesses and travellers to more than
146 destinations across Europe,
Middle East, Africa, Asia Pacific
and The Americas. In the past 12
months Qatar Airways has wel-
comed its first A380 to its fleet, fol-
lowed by its first A350 as the global
launch customer and began servic-
es between Heathrow and Doha on
an all-Business Class A319 aircraft.

In 2014, Qatar Airways also
launched services to Sharjah In-
ternational Airport, UAE, Al Mak-
toum International Airport, Dubai
World Central; Philadelphia, USA;
Larnaca, Cyprus; Sabiha Gokcen,
Istanbul; Edinburgh, UK; Miami
International Airport and Dallas
Fort Worth, USA.

From May 2015, Qatar Airways
will operate 63 direct services a
week from the UK to Doha, with
42 from Heathrow, seven from Ed-
inburgh and a further 14 departing
from Manchester.
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luck in staying beyond the reach of
such radicalism and viciousness as
2015 unfolds.

It is ironic that Al-Mutanabi,
quoted at the beginning of this ar-
ticle, composed his famous verse
while feeling trapped, sick, and frus-
trated while visiting Egypt—a coun-
try which, while not at the center of
this regional vortex, is nonetheless
critical to what happens in the de-
cade ahead. Secular and liberal forc-
es, in the form of civil society NGOs
and new political parties need to be
nurtured and encouraged region-
wide if religious extremism is to be
ultimately beaten back. Egypt, often
described as the center of the Arab
world, is not currently setting a good
example for the rest of the region.

Dr. Nabeel Khoury is a Nonresident
Fellow with the Atlantic Council’s
Rafik Hariri Center for the Middle
East.

Republished with permission from
Atlantic Council.

This article originally appeared
on Atlantic Council’s MENASource
Blog.
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP S.A.L OFFSHORE (CCC)

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

e Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

e Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

e Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

e Offshore structures and underwater works.

e Pipelines construction and maintenance.

e Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
e Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
e Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
e High quality buildings & sports complexes.

e Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630

E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

HORIZON AGENCIES & COMMERCIAL SERVICES (HACS)

PHCENIX

CONTACT Manpower
PLC logic, PCB, I/0 system...

With 60,000 products for engineering and automation Supply

Honeywell Enraf | SEVE R Power Desalaiond ¥ Copgtruction &

—Wasonellan Rockwvell Automation it} é -y Yj
Marine & Truck Loadin ¥ TRENT Coastal Seawater
Control Valves Brers &l;ys,ems "9 @ Allen-Bradley Frank W Murphy Tank gauging & Inventory system | ~DeNora  pegioctiornaion 1 F 2Cility Maintenance

Tel: +967-1-421508 / 421532 Fax: +967-1-421514 Email: info@hacs-yemen.com Website: www.hacs-yemen.com

Calibration &
Maintenance of
Flowmeters

Flow Products
Pressure Products
Level Products
Temperature Products

'FMCTechnologles

BIOKUBE

Wastewater
Purification

"FMCTechnoIogies

Chiksan / WECO /
Dynetor products

+NIC Technologies

Smith Meters / LACT Units/
ULTRASONIC Meters

Solar Turbines

A Caterpillar Company

'FMCTechnologies

Fluid Control Fittings/Pumps/
Invalco /Manifolds

PP Consolidated

Safety valves & Pressure Relief valves

. Damaged pipes Rehabilitation
& protectionUnder pressure
~ flange leak sealing
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