
Ahlam Mohsen

SANA’A, Feb. 11— Four years af-
ter the start of Yemen’s 2011 upris-
ing, Houthis and the youth move-
ment found themselves demon-
strating together once again. If 2011 
was a uniting moment for Yemen’s 
disparate groups, the morning pro-
test of Feb. 11, 2015 was frought 
with tension. 

The Houthis came out to the 
protest, organized by independent 
youth, to celebrate their “continu-
ation of the revolution.” Indepen-
dent youth denounced their pres-
ence as an attempt to “hijack” the 
demonstration like they “hijacked 
the revolution.” 

As of Tuesday evening, indepen-
dent youth were still unsure where 
the protests would be held on 
Wednesday morning. They instead 
issued a number of possible gather-
ing locations. On Wednesday, youth 
met at the intersection of Hiyal and 
Zubairi streets. Their goal, organiz-
ers said, was to make it to Siteen 
Street and eventually, the United 
Nations compound.

Following the resignation of the 
president and Cabinet on Jan. 22, 
the Houthis announced via a  “con-
stitutional declaration,” on Feb. 6 
a new transitional plan that would 
dissolve Yemen’s Parliament and 
establish instead a 551-member na-
tional council. This council, in turn, 
ZRXOG�DSSRLQW�D�¿YH�PHPEHU�SUHVL-
dential council to rule the country 
for two years until Yemen holds 
presidential elections. 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon said Sunday that the UN did 
not recognize the legitimacy of the 
declaration and called for President 
Hadi to be restored to power. UN 

Special Envoy to Yemen Jamal Ben-
omar has been mediating between 
political parties and the Houthis for 
the establishment of a new govern-
ment. 

So why were the protestors head-
ing to the UN compound?

Yagouf Meham, 22, said she was 
unimpressed with the UN’s de-
nouncement of the Houthi take-
over.

“The statement was too weak. In 
that same statement, they encour-
aged us to cooperate and negotiate 
with the Houthis. There can be no 
dialogue with this armed militia. 
Not until they leave. We reject any 
dialogue with them,” she said. 

Among the many chants Wednes-
day morning was one directed at 
the UN’s Benomar. “Ya Benomar, 
you’re a liar,” the youth shouted.

Demonstrators marched from 
Zubairi to Baghdad, but Houthis in 
vehicles blasting the national an-
them and shouting the Houthi slo-
gan through loud speakers blocked 
them from entering Siteen Street. 

All major roads in Sana’a were 
blocked by the Houthis.
'XULQJ� WKH� ¿UVW� KRXU� RI� WKH�

march, which began at around 10 
a.m., a few dozen Houthis joined
the back of the demonstrations,
carrying signs. Houthis and inde-
pendent youth started shouting
each other down with chants.

Youth shouted, “Revolution, 
revolution,” while Houthis shouted 
their slogan, “God is great, Death to 
America, Death to Israel, Damn the 
Jews, Victory to Islam.” 

“This revolution is not against the 
2011 uprising, it is a continuation 
of it,” said Houthi supporter Ali Al-
Hallani, 65. 

Continued on page 2

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 11—The American, 
British and French embassies sus-
pended operations and evacuated 
VWD̆� RQ�:HGQHVGD\�� FLWLQJ� VHFXULW\�
concerns in the capital. 

The US embassy was closed on 
:HGQHVGD\�DQG�LWV�VWD̆�ZHUH�HYDFX-
ated early in the morning. Visiting 
the compound in the capital’s Sawan 
later that morning, the Yemen Times 
found that the only remaining em-
ployees were from Yemen’s Special 
Security Forces, which provide secu-
rity for the embassy. 

A member of the team, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said con-
VXODU�VWD̆�KDG�YDFDWHG�DW���D�P��LQ�D�
���FDU� FRQYR\�� ³%HIRUH� OHDYLQJ� WKH\�
told us the embassy is our responsi-
bility, but we don’t know when they’ll 
be back,” he said.

Smoke was seen rising from the 
compound, but security personnel 
said it was from documents consular 
VWD̆�KDG�EHHQ�EXUQLQJ�RYHU�WKH�SUH-
vious two days. They said Houthis 
had not attempted to enter the em-
bassy, and that it remained under 
their control.

Houthis were not seen in the vicin-

ity of the compound. However, Ab-
GXOUDKPDQ� $O�0HNKOD¿�� ZKR� ZRUNV�
in the US embassy’s Public Relations 
Department, claims it was surround-
ed by members of the group on Mon-
day and Tuesday, though he said he 
was unsure why. 

Security personnel said consular 
VWD̆�KDG�JLYHQ�WKHP�ODSWRSV�DQG�RWK-
er items as gifts before leaving, and 
that popular committee members ac-
cused them of raiding the embassy’s 

equipment. 
Abdulrahim Humran, a mem-

EHU� RI� WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH� LQ�
Sana’a, denied that any members of 
his group surrounded the embassy. 
&RQVXODU� VWD̆� IURP� WKH� )UHQFK�

and British embassies have also left 
the country. 

A source at the British embassy, 
who wished to remain anonymous, 
said Ambassador Jane Marriott had 
left three days earlier, with most 

RI� KHU� VWD̆� HYDFXDWHG� E\� 7XHVGD\�
morning. 

Both the French and British em-
bassies were vacant when the Yemen 
Times visited them on Wednesday. 

Mohammed Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
EHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH��
said members of his group were 
“surprised” by the evacuations.

“The situation is more stable than 
it was when we entered the capital 
in September, or when we besieged 
the president’s house [on Jan. 20] 
and the government resigned [on 
Jan. 22],” he said. “Even when we 
announced the constitutional decla-
ration none of the embassies closed, 
but right now the situation is calm 
and they decide to evacuate.”

He said the moves were “aimed at 
creating a state of nervousness and 
making the situation in Yemen look 
worse than it is,” adding that their 
FORVXUH� ZLOO� KDYH� QR� H̆HFW� RQ� WKH�
country. 

A surge of protests in Sana’a 
and elsewhere in the country have 
come in response to Friday’s con-
stitutional declaration, in which the 
Houthis dissolved Parliament and 
announced plans for a new govern-
ment to be formed.
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Independent youth who organized the protest starting on Zubairi Street Wednesday morning lock hands, as a Houthi demonstrator holds a 

sign with the Houthi slogan, “God is great, Death to America, Death to Israel, Damn to the Jews, Victory to Islam.” Both groups said they were 

commemorating the 2011 uprising. Independent youth accused the Houthis of trying to “hijack” their protest and uprising. Houthis say the 

takeover of the capital is a continuation of the 2011 uprising. 

Armed Yemeni guards stand outside the US embassy on Feb. 11. The 

embassy was evacuated that morning around 3 a.m.

Whose revolution?

Embassies evacuated amid heightened 

security concerns

Tensions mount as both Houthis and independent youth commemorate 2011 uprising
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 10—Julia Rouf 
Eva, a doctor from Tajikistan kid-
napped on Oct. 29, was released on 
Tuesday following lengthy negoti-
ations in Marib governorate. 

Eva’s release was secured 
through mediation by prominent 
WULEDO�¿JXUHV� LQ� WKH�DUHD��6KH�ZDV�
abducted in front of the military 
hospital in Marib city last October, 
where she had been working in the 
gynecology department. 

Mohammad Hezam, deputy di-
rector of the Public Relations De-
partment at the Ministry of Interi-
RU��FRQ¿UPHG�KHU�UHOHDVH�RQ�7XHV-
day morning. Tajikistan does not 
have an embassy in Yemen, but 
FRQVXODU�VWD̆�LQ�5L\DGK�KDYH�EHHQ�
informed of her release, he said. 
$OL� $O�0DQL¿�� D� VKHLNK� IURP�

Marib’s Murad tribe, said negotia-
tions began in early January and 
took about six weeks. “The kidnap-
SHUV�¿UVW�ZDQWHG�D�UDQVRP�RI�<5���
million ($209,000), but following 
QHJRWLDWLRQV� WKH\� UHGXFHG� WKH�¿J-
XUH�WR�<5���PLOOLRQ�����������´�KH�
said. 
$O�0DQL¿� VDLG� WKH� NLGQDSSHUV�

belong to several tribes in Marib, 
and that Eva was being held in 
the vast desert frontier between 
Marib and Al-Jawf governorates, 
a scarcely populated and notori-
ously lawless area. 
/DZ� HQIRUFHPHQW� ṘFLDOV� LQ�

Marib would not respond to re-

quests for information by the Ye-
PHQ� 7LPHV�� VD\LQJ� WKHLU� VWD̆� DUH�
preoccupied with deployments in 
the area of armed tribesmen from 
neighboring governorates.

The situation remains tense in 
Marib as tribesmen prepare for a 
potential invasion by the Houthis. 
In response to recent events in the 
capital, a conference was held in 
0DULE�FLW\�RQ�6XQGD\��7ULEDO�OHDG-
ers discussed the creation of an 
LQGHSHQGHQW�³6KHED´�UHJLRQ�ZKLFK�
would join the governorates of 
Marib, Al-Baida, and Al-Jawf.

Abdulwahab Nemran, a journal-
ist who was involved in negotia-
tions to secure Eva’s release, con-
¿UPHG� WKDW�D� UDQVRP�ZDV�SDLG� WR�
the captors but refused to disclose 
the exact amount or say who paid 
it. 

Eva’s release comes several 
PRQWKV�DIWHU�WKDW�RI�6DOLI�0RPHQ��
an Uzbek national kidnapped by 
members of Marib’s Taiyman tribe 
on April 19. In that case, Yemeni 
authorities agreed to release two of 
the tribe’s members from prison in 
addition to paying a ransom. 
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SANA’A, Feb. 10—Thursday 
marks the end of a four-day window 
for parliamentarians to join the Na-
tional Transitional Council, a new 
government body established by the 
Houthis’ constitutional declaration.
7KH�+RXWKLV�H̆HFWLYHO\�GLVVROYHG�

Parliament when they announced 
WKH� FUHDWLRQ� RI� D� ����PHPEHU� QD-
tional council on Friday, and called 
on former members of parliament 
to begin registering Monday. 

The Yemen Times visited Parlia-
PHQW� ṘFHV� RQ� $O�%RXQL\D� VWUHHW�
in Al-Tahrir district of the capital 
on Tuesday, where registrations are 
being processed. 
6LJQ�LQ� VKHHWV� DW� WKH� ṘFH� LQ-

dicated the majority of signato-
ries were members of the General 
People’s Congress (GPC), although 
a complete list was not made avail-
able. 

One Revolutionary Committee 
PHPEHU� SUHVHQW� DW� WKH� ṘFH�� $E-
dulrahim Al-Hamran, told the Ye-
men Times that all members of par-
liament were eligible to join the na-
tional council. However, he said any 
applications received after Thurs-
day’s deadline would be rejected. 

“We want all of parliament’s 301 
members to join the new govern-

PHQW�´�VDLG�$O�+DPUDQ��ZKR�LV�DOVR�
a member of the Houthi Political 
2̇FH�� +H� DGGHG� WKDW� DSSOLFDWLRQV�
from non-members will be selected 
by specially formed committees 
EDVHG� DW� WKH� JURXS¶V� ṘFHV� LQ� $O�
+DVDED��6DQD¶D�FLW\�

There is no deadline for non-
member applicants and the criteria 
for admittance is imprecise. 

New applicants, according to Al-
Hamran, “must come from densely 
populated areas, and should in-
FOXGH� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� QXPEHU� RI� HFR-
nomic and legal experts, religious 
and legislative scholars, youth and 

ZRPHQ�´�
All applicants selected by the 

committees will need to be con-
¿UPHG�E\�WKH�JURXS¶V�5HYROXWLRQDU\�
Committee, headed by Mohammad 
Ali Al-Houthi. 

As outlined in the group’s consti-
WXWLRQDO�GHFODUDWLRQ��D�¿YH�PHPEHU�
Presidential Council will be formed 
from the National Transitional 
Council, with the approval of the 
Revolutionary Committee. Accord-
ing to Hashwal, new Cabinet mem-
bers will then be chosen by the Pres-
idential Council. 

Al-Hamran said discussions at 

WKH�0RYHQSLFN�KRWHO�LQ�6DQD¶D�ZHUH�
secondary to the group’s consti-
tutional declaration, and that any 
agreements emanating from the 
UN-brokered national dialogue can 
QRW�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�)ULGD\¶V�GHFUHHV�

The Yemen Times spoke with Ali 
1DVVHU� $O�6DPKL�� D� OHDGLQJ� *3&�
representative from the Bakil Al-
Mair district of Hajja governorate, 
who was present to register his 
name for the national council. 

“I’m joining the council because 
it’s the new Parliament, it will af-
fect the country and will energize 
the marginalized members of Par-
OLDPHQW�´�KH�H[SODLQHG��³,¶P�KHUH�WR�

represent the General People’s Con-
gress, and I call for my fellow parlia-
PHQWDULDQV�WR�MRLQ�PH�´�

Members of the opposition Joint 
Meeting Parties (JMP) have refused 
to register their names, according 
to Ameen Al-Garmozi, a member of 
Parliament’s Financial Department.
6SHDNLQJ�ZLWK� WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV��

Islah member Ali Al-Ansi said he 
was refusing to register because the 
National Council is “the result of a 
FRXS´�DQG�KDV�QR�OHJLWLPDF\��
6HYHUDO�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�+RXWKLV¶�

Revolutionary Committee were 
SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�3DUOLDPHQW�ṘFH��LQ-
cluding Yahya Al-Houthi, brother of 

leader Abdulmalik Al-Houthi. Other 
prominent members of the over-
sight committee included former 
parliamentarians Abdu Besher and 
Abdulsalam Hashwal, both promi-
nent GPC members until 2012, and 
independent Member of Parliament 
Abdulqudos Al-Anesi.

Parliament’s 301 members re-
mained unchanged since elections 
were last held in 2003. With 238 
members the GPC made up the ma-
MRULW\��IROORZHG�E\�,VODK�ZLWK�����WKH�
6RFLDOLVW�3DUW\�ZLWK� HLJKW�� WKH�1DV-
serists with three, and Al-Bath Party 
with two, in addition to four inde-
pendents. 

Parliamentarians sign up for National Council seats

Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Feb. 11—Clashes with 
tribesmen broke out after the 
Houthis took control of the capital 
of Al-Baida governorate on Tues-
day. As of Wednesday afternoon 
the situation was stable and the 
Houthis had established check-
points around the city.

Fahd Al-Tawil, a journalist based 
in Al-Baida city, said the clashes 
lasted for a few hours Tuesday af-
ternoon and there were no reported 
casualties.

A senior security source in the 
JRYHUQRUDWH¶V� 6HFXULW\� 'HSDUW-
ment, speaking to the Yemen 
Times on condition of anonymity 
FLWLQJ�VHFXULW\�FRQFHUQV��FRQ¿UPHG�
that there were no known casual-

ties. According to the source, the 
Houthis stormed Al-Baida city 
alongside military units. 

Mukhtar Al-Naqib, a local resi-
dent in the city, told the Yemen 
Times that the Houthis entered 
the city without meeting any re-
sistance, and only after did clashes 
break out. 

It remains unclear if Al-Qaeda in 
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) are 
backing the tribesmen.

The security source described 
the event as “a military campaign 
against Al-Qaeda members carried 
out by the military, in coordination 
ZLWK�WKH�+RXWKLV�´

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
EHU�RI�WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�LQ�
6DQD¶D�� DJUHHG�� VD\LQJ� WKH� JURXS¶V�
popular committees and the mili-

tary coordinated to free Al-Baida 
city of AQAP militants. 

“Most of the military units in Al-
%DLGD� FLW\� ZHUH� LQ¿OWUDWHG� E\� $O�
Qaeda and the soldiers weren’t able 
to leave their military brigades in 
military uniform because they were 
targeted by Al-Qaeda members and 
VHYHUDO� VROGLHUV� ZHUH� NLOOHG�´� KH�
added. 
+RZHYHU�� $KPHG� $OL� $O�6DIUL�� D�

WULEHVPDQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�¿JKWLQJ��
VDLG� WKH\� DUH� ¿JKWLQJ� WKH�+RXWKLV�
without help from AQAP. 

“We don’t want anybody—even 
$O�4DHGD²WR� DVVLVW� XV� LQ� ¿JKWLQJ�
the Houthis, who are backed by the 
PLOLWDU\�DQG�ZDUSODQHV�´�KH�VDLG��

After entering the city, the 
Houthis stormed a government 
compound as well as the house of 

*RYHUQRU� $O�'DKHUL� $O�6KDGDGL��
They deployed gunmen at both lo-
cations. 

Al-Bukhaiti claims the governor 
of Al-Baida is associated with Al-
Qaeda and facilitated their spread 

in the governorate.
However, according to Al-Naqib, 

“The governor left to India and 
then to Egypt about a year ago for 
treatment and has not returned to 
Al-Baida since then. Deputy Gover-
QRU� 1DVVHU� $O�.KDGHU� $O�6ZDGL� LV�
UXQQLQJ�WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH�´

Local journalist Al-Tawil said the 
Houthis have established check-
points in the city that are manned 
E\�PHQ� LQ�PLOLWDU\� XQLIRUP�� ³6HY-
eral of those military men and vehi-
cles have Houthi slogans but others 
GRQ¶W�´�KH�DGGHG�����

Al-Baida is connected to the 
southeastern border of Marib gov-
ernorate, which has been witness-
ing a buildup of armed tribesmen 
in recent months in preparation for 
a potential invasion by the Houthis.

Riyam Al-Kahyfoor, 23, demonstrat-
ed four years ago and came back out 
again Wednesday. “Nothing has 
FKDQJHG�´� VDLG�� ³7KHVH�PLOLWDV�KDYH�
QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�RXU�UHYROXWLRQ�´�

At least one man was stabbed dur-
ing the demonstration, and skirm-
eshes broke out several times during 
the two-hour march.

Independent youth chanted for a 
civil state, and denounced the idea 
RI� D� ³+RXWKL� NLQJGRP�´� D� UHIHUHQFH�
to the Zaidi imamate that ruled Ye-
PHQ�XQWLO�WKH������UHSXEOLFDQ�UHYR-
lution.   

After blocking all the major roads, 
the Houthis forced the demonstra-
WRUV�WR�PDUFK�EDFN�WR�=XEDLUL�6WUHHW��
where they started. The Houthis, 
now at the beginning of the dem-
onstration, locked hands to prevent 
demonstrators from going any fur-

ther. Demonstra-
tors broke through, 
running towards 
the men until their 
clasped hands gave 
way. 

Once the demon-
strators were back 
where they started, 
Houthis shot a few 
URXQGV� RI� OLYH� ¿UH�
into the air. 

A seperate 
Houthi-organized 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
was held at 3 p.m. 
on Wednesday. Men gathered in 
&KDQJH� 6TXDUH�� WKH� VLWH� RI� ����¶V�
uprising, and pro-Houthi women 
PDUFKHG�GRZQ�6LWHHQ�6WUHHW��

“I am with Ansar Allah, because 
[Abdulmalik] Al-Houthi is a righ-

teous person, he came to help us 
out of the darkness. The 2011 upris-
ing was for everyone. Youth took to 
the streets to protest injustice. We 
DUH�GRLQJ�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�QRZ�´�VDLG�
Yousef Al-Dera’, 19. 

“Bahah and Hadi are sellouts. 

Their resignation is a betrayal of the 
<HPHQL�SHRSOH�´�KH�DGGHG����
$KODP� 6KDUDI� $O�'HHQ� PDUFKHG�

with the women’s contingent down 
6LWHHQ� 6WUHHW�� 6KH� WROG� WKH� <HPHQ�
Times that she came out in 2011 and 
felt that it was her duty to come out 

Wednesday to commemorate the 
four years since the start of the up-
rising.

“The 2011 revolution is ongoing, 
Ansar Allah has taken on the bur-
den because they love the Yemeni 
SHRSOH�´

When asked about the conse-
quences of less foreign aid as a result 
of the Houthi takeover, Al-Deen said 
Yemenis “are very patient. No mat-
ter what happens, we support [Ab-
dulmalik] and only fear God. What-
HYHU�KH�FRPPDQGV��ZH�ZLOO�REH\�´

Calm in Al-Baida city after Houthi takeover 

Whose revolution?

A photo given to the Yemen Times by Al-Naqib shows a Houthi patrol 
vehicle in Al-Baida city after the group took it over Tuesday. 

Pro-Houthi women demonstrated on Siteen Street (left), while male Houthi supporters gathered at Change Square, the sight of the 2011 uprising. 

Members of the JMP have vowed not to register, but many GPC 
members appear to have signed up. 

Julia Rouf Eva was working at the military hospital in Marib city 
when she was abducted last October. 

Tajik national released three 

months after kidnapping
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Khalid Al-Karimi 

SANA’A, Feb. 10—The direc-
tor of programs for the Yemen TV 
channel, Abdulelah Al-Marwani, 
resigned Monday citing misman-
agement and unpaid salaries. 

Al-Marwani sent a letter of res-
ignation to the channel’s TV sector 
head, Jamal Al-Hamadi, complain-
ing of “interference” at the state-
run station.  

“Since my appointment in mid-
October, I have done my utmost to 
improve programs at the station,” 
he wrote. “Out of respect for myself 
and the faith my colleagues have in 
my independence… I can no longer 
work as general director of pro-
grams in order to stand with my 
colleagues as a free revolutionary, 
to demand our rights and to take a 
stand against corruption.”

Speaking with the Yemen Times, 
Al-Marwani said he and his col-
leagues were facing a number of 
challenges at the station, includ-
LQJ� D� ODFN� RI� ¿QDQFLDO� UHVRXUFHV�
and “interference in every depart-
ment.”

Al-Marwani’s is the second high-
SUR¿OH� UHVLJQDWLRQ� DW� WKH� VWDWLRQ�
following the departure of its direc-
WRU�RI�QHZV��7DZ¿N�$O�6KDUDEL�

Al-Sharabi resigned on Jan. 20 
amidst allegations of Houthi in-
terference in the station’s editorial 
policy. The group has increased 
their control over state-run media 
institutions since seizing control of 

the capital last September, includ-
ing Yemen TV, Saba News Agency, 
and Al-Iman TV. 

“Al-Marwani’s resignation is an 
indication of how messy the situa-
tion is at Yemen TV, it was expect-
ed,” said Al-Sharabi. “He has been 
D�KDUG�ZRUNLQJ�PHPEHU� RI� VWD̆«
[but] we can’t continue working in 
these conditions.” 

Houthi representatives continue 
to deny interfering with editorial 
policy at stations under their con-
trol. Hussein Al-Bukhaiti, a promi-
nent activist for the group, denies 
the allegations and said Houthi 
oversight is “a matter of avoiding 
provocative news and programs.”

Director of Yemen TV Ahmed Al-
Houthi, a distant relative of leader 
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi who has 
worked at the station for 20 years, 
said Al-Marwani’s resignation 
came as a “surprise.”

“It was not because of the inter-
ference of our revolutionary com-
mittees. He resigned because of 
management problems at the sta-
tion,” he said.

Unpaid salaries, which have af-
IHFWHG� VWD̆� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�PHGLD�
sector since December, were also 
cited in Al-Marwani’s resignation. 
On Feb. 3, media sector employees 
protested in front of the Central 
Bank of Yemen (CBY). The bank’s 
director has refused to release 
funds for employees’ salaries in 
spite of government directives to 
do so.

Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Feb. 11—Local gov-
HUQPHQW� ṘFLDOV� GHQLHG� UHSRUWV�
that a drone strike took place 
in Hadramout governorate on 
Tuesday. A source from the First 
Military Region said an explosive 
device targeted military vehicles 
belonging to his regiment.

The source, who is based in 
northern Hadramout and re-
quested anonymity citing security 
concerns, told the Yemen Times 
that there were no casualties in 
the attack.

On Tuesday local media outlets 
reported a drone strike killed four 

suspected Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula (AQAP) militants 
in Wadi Ser, between the districts 
of Al-Qatan and Shebam near the 
border with Saudi Arabia.
6WD̆�DW� WKH�$O�4DWDQ�DQG�6KH-

EDP� VHFXULW\� ṘFHV� DOVR� GHQLHG�
any knowledge of a drone strike 
in the governorate. 

The source from the First Mili-
tary Region dismissed the reports 
as “rumors being circulated as 
news.” He suspects members of 
AQAP were involved in the plot. 

As of Wednesday evening, 
AQAP have not claimed responsi-
bility for the attack.

Yemen Times Staff

Girum Tehalmanot is 
an Ethiopian jour-
nalist and refugee 
who left Ethiopia 
nine years ago. On 

-DQ�� ��� KLV� ¿UVW� ERRN�� ³7KH�'HDG�
Journey,” was published in Ye-
men. It was published in Ethiopia 
a few months prior. 

The book was written as “a 
warning to those thinking of com-
ing to Yemen,” Tehalmanot said. 
It is based on his experience at 
sea, but also on 53 interviews he 
has conducted with those who 
made the journey. 
7KH�ERRN�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WR�EH�SXE-

lished in a three-part series about 
the dangerous conditions mi-
grants and refugees face coming 
to Yemen.

In the book, Tehalmanot de-
scribes watching a woman drown 
in front him. He also interviews 

WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�WUḊFNHG�RQFH�WKH\�
arrive. Migrants and refugees de-
VFULEH�EHLQJ�WRUWXUHG�E\�WUḊFNHUV�
while their families in Ethiopia lis-
ten over the phone. 

“They call the families of the 
people they’re torturing so that 
they can hear them scream in ag-
ony,” he said, leaving the families 
no choice but to gather enough 
PRQH\�WR�VHQG�WR�WKH�WUḊFNHUV�

6HFRQG�KLJK�SUR¿OH�UHVLJQDWLRQ�DW�<HPHQ�79�

2̇FLDOV�GHQ\�
GURQH�VWULNH�LQ�
+DGUDPRXW

³7KH�'HDG
-RXUQH\´

Abdulelah Al-Marwani, the director of programs for Yemen TV station, tendered his resignation in a letter on Monday.

Mo
ha

mm
ed

 A
l-S

am
aw

i



Our OpiniOn

Ahlam Mohsen

“To make Yemen 
a good world 

citizen.“ 

YT vision 
statement

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
 (1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Houthis 
must 

listen, not 
lecture 
youth

I spent the day running 
between protests, start-
ing with what was sup-
posed to be an anti-
Houthi rally Wednesday 

morning. There were separate pro-
Houthi rallies scheduled for the 
afternoon, and only a few dozen 
showed up to the rally organized by 
independent youth.
7KHUH� ZDV� D� ODUJH� GL̆HUHQFH� LQ�

tone between the Houthis that in-
serted themselves into the anti-
Houthi protests, and the Houthis at 
&KDQJH� 6TXDUH�� 7KH� ¿UVW� VHW� ZHUH�
clearly there to provoke demon-
strators, driving through the pro-
tests and trying to drown out their 
chants by blasting music through 
loud speakers.

Other Houthis seized on the 
symbolism of being in Change 
Square four years after the upris-
ing to claim that they were con-
tinuing what was started in 2011, 
not impeding it. This group did 
not disparage the protestors, but 
encouraged them to see the Ansar 
Allah movement as a way forward 
from the political transition that 
had done little to change Yemenis’ 
everyday lives.

Independent youth were, more 
than anything, challenging power. 
The danger of the old regime is 
that power was concentrated in the 
hands of a few elites. The Houthis 
are missing the point if they think 
that removing Saleh or the tran-
sitional government and placing 
themselves in the position of au-
thority is the sort of challenge to 
power that 2011 symbolized. 

If the Houthis are serious about 
moving forward with an inclusive 
government, they should meet the 
protestors’ demands to withdraw 
from the capital and other gov-
ernorates. They won’t, but they 
should.
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Nabeel Khoury
Atlantic Council
First published Feb. 9

President Barack Obama’s di-
lemma is understandable. The 
man has a serious allergy to the 
mess that is the Middle East 
and he made it clear from the 

EHJLQQLQJ�RI�KLV�¿UVW�WHUP�WKDW�KH�KDV�RWKHU�
priorities, both domestic and internation-
al, on which to spend time and treasure. 
He also is unsure of where US interests 
are at risk in the region. Where he is sure 
they are, he relies on drone technology to 
help cut the risk down. After six years of 
this misguided strategy, it is futile to keep 
bashing his foreign policy on this score. 
But what about Arab governments and 
rulers? What is their excuse for allowing 
a relatively small group of thugs, a ragtag 
army led by men with minds stuck in the 
seventh century, using swords to decapi-
WDWH�DQG�¿UH�WR�EXUQ�WKHLU�FDSWXUHG�SULVRQ-
ers at the stake?

To begin with, Jordan’s response—with 
all due respect and sympathy for the family 
of the Jordanian pilot and the understand-
able outrage felt all over the country—has 
thus far consisted of executing two Is-
lamic State (ISIL) prisoners and increased 
air raids to show Jordan’s strength in the 
face of terrorism. Other members of the 
anti-ISIL coalition have delivered the ex-
pected condemnations, including Presi-
dent Obama’s, “It’s just one more indica-
tion of the viciousness and barbarity of 
this organization.” So, in addition to air 
action, we are racking up the indications 
of this group’s barbarism. A Lebanese say-
ing comes to mind: “The one counting the 

blows is not in the same condition as the 
one receiving them!”

President Obama is right about one 
WKLQJ�� ,6,/� UHPDLQV�¿UVW�DQG� IRUHPRVW�DQ�
Arab and Muslim problem against which 
the states in the region should take own-
HUVKLS� RI� WKH� ¿JKW²QRW� WR�PHQWLRQ� RWKHU�
extremist groups in their midst. Yet his call 
for action runs into the crux of the matter: 
ISIL in particular and religious extremism 
in general clearly indicates and directly re-
sults from the bankruptcy of most Arab re-
JLPHV��,VODPLF�H[WUHPLVP�¿OOV�WKH�YRLG�OHIW�
by Arab dictators who crush any secular, 
liberal, political, or civil society organiza-
tions, leaving the political arena open only 
to those who do not need secular organiza-
tions to thrive. The failure of those regimes 
to meet the growing needs of their people 
also leaves the young and the frustrated 
looking for alternatives. Many become gal-
vanized by the slogan, “Islam is the solu-
tion,” and seek to reconstruct a glorious 
past in the hope of escaping a depressing 
and humiliating present.

The chaos produced by the civil war in 
Syria and Bashar Al-Assad’s blind slaugh-
ter of his own people made ISIL’s rise and 
growth possible; just as Nouri Al-Maliki’s 
poor governance strategy in Iraq aided and 
abetted it; just as regime failure in Yemen 
has led to the Houthis’ dominance at the 
southern tip of the Arabian peninsula. In 
all cases, the impotence of the Arab re-
gimes to stop the extremists has led them 
to brazenly blame the failure of US foreign 
policy—in some cases even accuse the US 
of deliberately fomenting extremism—in 
order to divert attention from their own 
SDUDO\VLV�DQG�WRWDO�ODFN�RI�LQWHUHVW�LQ�H̆RUWV�
to solve their own problems.

These are revolutionary times in the 
Middle East. The Arab Uprising of 2011 
UHÀHFWHG� D� GHHS�VHDWHG� DQG� JHQXLQH� GH-
sire for change, transcending borders and 
social classes. This desire resonated most 
deeply among the secular liberal youth 
who uniformly asked for reform, democra-
cy, and ultimately a change in the regimes 
that proved incapable of supporting their 
demands. The problem with these upris-
ings is that they had neither the numbers 
nor the force with which to back up their 
demands once some of the leaders fell. In 
Libya, Egypt, Yemen, and Syria, the re-
moval or weakening of the rulers simply 
unleashed tribal, military, and extremist 
forces that then vied for power and had the 
military means with which to do so. Chaos 
and mayhem were almost inevitable, with 
the single exception of Tunisia.

Nevertheless, this is how revolutions be-
gin. Regimes that smugly sit on the side-
lines feeling superior to the hapless people 
in Libya, Egypt, Yemen, and Syria, should 
take heed. Their inability to help their 
brethren resolve their power struggles 
make them vulnerable to the same forces 
of change, thereby risking the turmoil and 
misery that seem to follow. US policy ought 
to push more consistently for democratiza-
tion, something President Obama prom-
ised in his famous Cairo speech in 2009. 
To those rulers, thus far untouched by the 
uprisings and their turmoil, the message is 
clear:

Form a joint Arab force to confront and 
defeat ISIL on the ground in Syria and 
Iraq.

Write a new charter for the Arab League 
and forge a new plan to protect the rights 
of religious and ethnic minorities in the re-

gion. The international community will no 
longer be silent on abuses of human rights 
in your countries.

Devise a strategy to tackle the problems 
of poverty and ignorance in the region.

Commit to a long-term plan to support 
the development of democracy, human 
rights, and women’s rights throughout the 
region. Reform from above is possible and 
urgent: Your own people are demanding it.

Bring in a new generation of leaders ca-
pable of understanding how to build mod-
ern states.

On all of the above, start now.
Syrian poet Nizar Qabbani wrote his fa-

mous poem, “When will they announce the 
death of the Arabs” in 1994. He lamented 
the apathy, corruption, and lack of creativ-
ity and productivity in the region. He asked 
rhetorically at the end of the poem, “If the 
Arabs died, where would they bury them 
and who would weep for them?” Nizar’s 
poetic sarcasm, like that of this writer, re-
ÀHFWV�GHHS�ELWWHUQHVV�DQG�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�
with a society that inherited a great culture 
with great potential but, unfortunately, 
ZDOORZV� LQ� VHO¿VKQHVV� DQG� VKRUW�VLJKWHG-
ness, and continues to be ruled by an elite 
that is for the most part rotten to the core. 

Dr. Nabeel Khoury is a Nonresident 
Senior Fellow with the Atlantic Council’s 
5D¿N� +DULUL� &HQWHU� IRU� WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW�
and a Visiting Associate Professor for the 
Program on Middle East and North Afri-
can Studies at Northwestern University.

 

Republished with permission from Atlan-
tic Council.
This article originally appeared on Atlan-
tic Council's MENASource Blog.

Dr. Burhan Al-Chalabi
middleeasteye.net
First published Feb. 10

“Known to intelligence” 
is a phrase that has 
come up all too often 
following the most re-
cent terrorist attacks 

on Western capitals. Not long after the ter-
rible Charlie Hebdo massacre in Paris on 
Jan. 7 this year, the media reported that 
the French intelligence agencies had been 
monitoring Said Kouachi and Cherif Koua-
chi; as well as the attacker at the Jewish su-
permarket, Amedy Coulibaly.

On Dec. 15 2014, Man Haron Monis held 
17 people hostage at the Lindt cafe in Syd-
ney. Tony Abbott, the Australian prime 
minister, announced to the world the per-
petrator of the crime was well known to the 
Australian intelligence services.

Similarly, when the British solider Lee 
Rigby was murdered in Woolwich in May 
2013, it was revealed in the media that his 
killers, Michael Adebolajo and Michael 
Adebowale, were known to British intelli-
gence.

These bloody events caused outrage 
among the people of Western nations and 
rightly so. Yet, to date, no satisfactory ex-
SODQDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�R̆HUHG�E\�WKH�UHOHYDQW�
authorities for not apprehending these 
criminals prior to their barbaric crimes. 
This question is relevant since in these 
countries, particularly in the UK, there is 
VẊFLHQW� OHJLVODWLRQ� WR� DUUHVW� DQG� FKDUJH�
anyone who incites hatred with intent to 
cause violence.

Double standards
Before the attack in Paris, there was much 
public sympathy in France for the plight 
of the Palestinian people. There was a cor-
responding feeling of anger directed at Is-
rael for the crimes committed by its forces 
against innocent civilians in Gaza. French 
president, Francois Hollande, led the initia-
tive to recognize the creation of a sovereign 
Palestinian state. Overnight, the Charlie 
Hebdo massacre diverted French sympathy 
away from the Palestinian cause. Now there 
is much widespread French outrage against 
all Muslims.

It is crucial that Western public opinion 
GRHV�QRW�EHJLQ�WR�FRQÀDWH�DOO�0XVOLPV�ZLWK�
the crimes committed by a few individuals.

During the invasion of Iraq, US soldiers 
tortured Iraqi civilians in Abu Ghraib 
prison. Similarly, in Basra, British soldiers 
were involved in the torture of Baha Mousa, 
who later died in custody. There were oth-
er atrocities. In no way should the crimes 
committed by these soldiers taint all British 
and Americans as criminals.

Anders Brevik is a Christian fundamen-
talist who murdered 70 innocent teenag-
ers in Norway. His crime was the worst 
terrorist mass murder of modern times in 
Europe. Yet there was no widespread me-
dia panic determined to generate a fear of 
all Christians. Such double standards only 
serve to alienate minorities in Western so-
ciety.  

A betrayal of morals
It is very important for all governments, 
particularly in the West, to address radical-
ization, extremism and terrorism. It is also 
equally important to address the causes of 

radicalization, extremism and terrorism.
Since 1991, generations of Iraqis have 

been born into a climate of war and eco-
nomic sanctions. Many innocent Iraqis 
VX̆HU� XQGHU� WKH� FRQWLQXDO� ERPEDUGPHQW�
of US and UK warplanes. In the West, the 
murder of innocent Palestinian women and 
children in Gaza by Israeli warplanes was 
mainly condemned by humanitarian orga-
nizations.

In Britain, the publication of the Sir John 
Chilcot inquiry, into the invasion of Iraq, 
has been delayed again. Thus denying the 
British public the opportunity to hold to 
account those responsible for the illegal 
invasion of Iraq; the atrocities committed 
against Iraqi civilians and the death of Brit-
ish soldiers who were morally betrayed by 
their superiors.

In the US, President Obama declared 
waterboarding, sleep deprivation and ren-
dition as a form of torture against US law. 
These acts of torture also contravene inter-
national laws and the Geneva Convention. 
The US Senate Intelligence committee re-
FHQWO\� SXEOLVKHG� D� UHSRUW� FRQ¿UPLQJ� WKDW�
US personnel committed these forms of 
torture. However, to date, no legal process 
has been put in place to hold to account 
those responsible for carrying out these 
acts of torture.

Individuals who commit atrocities should 
be treated in the eyes of the law as criminals 
regardless of their political dogma or their 
false interpretations of scripture. During 
WKH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�,UHODQG��,5$�RSHUD-
tives were referred to by the British author-
ities as criminals, not Catholic terrorists.

Arab and Muslim governments should 
play a leading role by always denouncing 

and disassociating themselves publicly 
from the crimes being committed in the 
name of Islam by any individuals or groups. 
No matter, if these political, religious and 
extremist groups were created, aided or 
supported by the US in pursuit of its wider 
political agenda to discredit Arabism and 
divide the Middle East along sectarian 
lines.

The eyes of the world witnessed how 
shamelessly this policy was executed by 
the US in Iraq, with such devastating and 
catastrophic consequences for the nation of 
Iraq and her people.  

The implications of scapegoating
Twentieth century history serves as a re-
minder of the implications of scapegoating, 
marginalization and discrimination. Also, 
RI�RQO\�SHUFHLYLQJ�WKH�ZURQJV�VX̆HUHG��UH-
gardless of wrongs committed. It is a cause 
of increasing concern in the West that 
mainstream political parties may be veer-
ing in their policies and public statements 
towards rightwing populist propaganda of 
Islamophobia and that they appear to be 
increasingly determined to demonize Islam 
and associate the faith with terrorism. 

The calm voices of rationality need to 
prevail. This will avoid the tinderbox of dis-
cord that could once more engulf the West, 
leading to a clash of civilizations. Only then 
can we have a civil, embracing, plural and 
multicultural society.

Dr. Burhan Al-Chalabi, FRSA (Friend of 
the Royal Society of Arts), is the former 
Chairman of the British Iraqi Foundation, 
and the publisher of The London Maga-
zine.
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F RU�¿YH�\HDU�ROG�*KD]DO�
$O�+DPDGL��)ULGD\V�DUH�
D� VSHFLDO� GD\�� 2QFH� D�
ZHHN� VKH� DFFRPSDQLHV�
KHU� PRWKHU� WR� D� P\V�

WHULRXV� EXLOGLQJ� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� LWV� HQ�
WUDQFHV� JXDUGHG� E\� KHDYLO\� DUPHG�
PHQ�� 6KH� KDV� JURZQ� IRQG� RI� WKH�
KLJK��ORQJ�ZDOO�DQG�WKH�JLDQW�JDWH²
VKH� LV� WROG� KHU� IDWKHU� ,EUDKLP� LV�
ZHOO�SURWHFWHG� ZKLOH� KH� FRPSOHWHV�
KLV�³VHFUHW�PLVVLRQ�´�
³+HUH� ZH� DUH�� KHUH� ZH� DUH�´� VKH�

VKRXWV�ZKHQ�VKH� VHHV� WKH�ELJ�JDWH��
DQ� LPDJH� VNHWFKHG� RQWR� KHU� PLQG�
E\� QRZ�� ³0\� IDWKHU� LV� ZDLWLQJ� IRU�
XV�´� VKH� WHOOV�KHU�PRWKHU�� ,W¶V�EHHQ�
OLNH�WKLV�HYHU\�)ULGD\�VLQFH�WKH�HQG�
RI�������³1R�RQH�FRXOG�FOLQJ�KDUGHU�
WR� WKH� JDWH� RI� SULVRQ�´� WKH�PRWKHU�
VD\V�� ³7KH� JDWH� LV� KLGLQJ� WKH� PDQ�
VKH�ORYHV�PRVW�´
7KH�EXLOGLQJ�LV�WKH�&HQWUDO�3ULVRQ�

RI�6DQD¶D��ZKHUH�KHU�IDWKHU�LV�ORFNHG�
LQ� D� VPDOO� DQG� RYHUFURZGHG� FHOO��
DFFXVHG�RI�SHUSHWUDWLQJ�D�FULPH�QR�
HYLGHQFH�KDV�EHHQ�SURYLGHG�IRU�
%XW�WKH�PRWKHU�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�KHU�

RQO\�FKLOG�WR�JURZ�XS�EHOLHYLQJ�KHU�
IDWKHU� LV� D� FULPLQDO�� 6KH� IHDUV� KHU�
GDXJKWHU�ZLOO�EH�WUDXPDWL]HG�LI�VKH�
OHDUQV� KH� LV� EHLQJ� KHOG� DJDLQVW� KLV�
ZLOO�� LGHQWL¿HG�DV�D�FULPLQDO�E\�WKH�
VWDWH��

Imprisoned without evidence
$O�+DPDGL�ZDV� FKDUJHG�ZLWK�PDV�
WHUPLQGLQJ� WKH� ����� DVVDVVLQD�
WLRQ� DWWHPSW� RI� WKHQ� 3UHVLGHQW� $OL�
$EGXOODK�6DOHK��2Q�-XQH�����PRQWKV�
LQWR� WKH� XSULVLQJ�� D�PRVTXH� DW� WKH�
3UHVLGHQWLDO� 3DODFH� ZDV� ERPEHG�
ZKLOH� 6DOHK� ZDV� SUD\LQJ� ZLWK� D�
QXPEHU�RI�KLV�DLGHV��7KH�SUHVLGHQW�
ZDV�VHYHUHO\�LQMXUHG�DQG�ZDV�IRUFHG�
WR�WUDYHO�WR�6DXGL�$UDELD�IRU�PHGLFDO�
WUHDWPHQW��
$O�+DPDGL� ZDV� DUUHVWHG� LQ� -XO\�

�����ZKLOH�RQ�D�YLVLW�WR�KLV�EURWKHU¶V�
KRXVH� ZLWK� KLV� ZLIH� DQG� GDXJK�
WHU�� ³*XQPHQ� VWRUPHG� WKH� KRXVH��
JUDEEHG�PH�DQG�EHDW�PH�XS�LQ�IURQW�
RI�P\�ZLIH� DQG� EURWKHU��ZKR�ZHUH�
VFUHDPLQJ�DQG�FU\LQJ�´�KH� WROG� WKH�
<HPHQ� 7LPHV� GXULQJ� DQ� LQWHUYLHZ�
DW� WKH� SULVRQ�� ³7KH\� FRYHUHG� P\�
H\HV�� SXW�PH� XQGHU� WKHLU� IHHW� LQ� D�

SLFN�XS� WUXFN��DQG�GURYH�PH� WR�DQ�
XQNQRZQ�ORFDWLRQ�ZKHUH�,�ZDV�NHSW�
IRU�PRQWKV�´
1R� RQH� WROG� KLP� ZKHUH� KH� ZDV�

EHLQJ� KHOG�� EXW� KH� VRRQ� ¿JXUHG� LW�
RXW� IRU� KLPVHOI�� )URP� ZLWKLQ� KLV�
FHOO�� $O�+DPDGL� KHDUG� WKH� FDOO� WR�
SUD\HU� HYHU\� GD\� DQG� UHFRJQL]HG�
WKH�PRVTXH²$O�%XNDLU\D�0RVTXH��
ZKHUH� KH� XVHG� WR� SUD\� EHIRUH� EH�
LQJ� DUUHVWHG�� .QRZLQJ� KH� ZDV� EH�
LQJ� KHOG� LQ� WKH� 6KDRXE� GLVWULFW� RI�
6DQD¶D�� QHDU� WKH�2OG�&LW\�� KH� UHDO�
L]HG�KH�ZDV�DW�WKH�3ROLWLFDO�6HFXULW\�
3ULVRQ�
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�$O�+DPDGL¶V�YROXQ�

WHHU�ODZ\HU��$EGXOUDKPDQ�%DUPDQ��
D�WRWDO�RI����SHRSOH�ZHUH�DUUHVWHG�LQ�
WKH�FDVH�DQG�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�3ROLWLFDO�
6HFXULW\� 3ULVRQ�� ��� PHQ�� LQFOXG�
LQJ� WZR� VROGLHUV�� DQ� ṘFHU�� DQG�
RQH�ZRPDQ��7KH\�ZHUH�DOO�DUUHVWHG�
EHWZHHQ� -XO\� DQG� $XJXVW� ������ $�
ZRPDQ� DQG� KHU� IDWKHU� ZHUH� IUHHG�
LQ� -DQXDU\� ������ DQG� WZR�PRQWKV�

DIWHU� DQRWKHU� SDLU�
ZHUH�UHOHDVHG��
2Q�'HF������������

$O�+DPDGL� ZDV�
WUDQVIHUUHG� WR� WKH�
&HQWUDO� 3ULVRQ� RI�
6DQD¶D� DORQJ� ZLWK�
��� RWKHU� VXVSHFWV��
1RQH�KDG�EHHQ�WULHG�
DW� WKLV� SRLQW�� VDLG�
%DUPDQ��ZKR�ZRUNV�
IRU�WKH�QRQ�JRYHUQ�
PHQWDO�1DWLRQDO�2U�
JDQL]DWLRQ� IRU� 'H�
IHQGLQJ� 5LJKWV� DQG�
)UHHGRPV��+22'���
6L[� RI� WKH� ��� GH�

IHQGDQWV� ZHUH� UH�
OHDVHG�LQ�0D\�������
$� PRQWK� ODWHU�� DF�
WLYLVWV� KHOG� D� ODUJH�
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� LQ�
IURQW� RI� WKH� SULVRQ��
+RRULD� 0DVKKRRU��
WKHQ� 0LQLVWHU� RI�
+XPDQ�5LJKWV��ZDV�
DPRQJVW� WKH� FURZG�
FDOOLQJ� IRU� WKHLU� UH�
OHDVH��
,Q� UHVSRQVH��

3UHVLGHQW� +DGL� RU�
GHUHG� WKH� UHOHDVH�
RI� ��²HYHU\RQH�
EXW�WKH�DFFXVHG�VRO�
GLHUV� DQG� ṘFHU��

+RZHYHU��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�%DUPDQ�WKH�
JHQHUDO�SURVHFXWRU�RQO\�UHOHDVHG�����
NHHSLQJ�$O�+DPDGL�DQG�IRXU�RWKHUV�
EHKLQG� EDUV�� 6KXDLE� $O�%DMDUL�� DW�
WKH�WLPH�D�VWXGHQW�DW�6DQD¶D�8QLYHU�
VLW\��$EGXOODK�$O�7DVDPL��DQ�ṘFHU��
DQG�VROGLHUV�0RKDPPDG�2PDU�DQG�
*KDOHE�$O�$H]DUL�
³7KHUH� LV� QR� UDWLRQDOH� EHKLQG�

WKHLU� GHWHQWLRQV�´� VD\V� $EGXOND�
UHHP� 7KXDLO�� DQ� DFWLYLVW� DQG� KHDG�
RI�WKH�&RXQFLO�IRU�'HWDLQHG�5HYROX�
WLRQDULHV��ZKLFK�KH�IRUPHG�LQ�$SULO�
�����WR�SXUVXH�WKH�UHOHDVH�RI�WKRVH�
LPSULVRQHG�GXULQJ� WKH������XSULV�
LQJ�� ³7KH\�KDYH�QR� HYLGHQFH� SURY�
LQJ�WKH\�DUH�VXVSHFWV��KRZ�FDQ�WKH\�
HYHQ�EH�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�D�FULPH"´

A politically motivated case
$O�+DPDGL� LV� ��� \HDUV� ROG� DQG�
FRPHV�IURP�WKH�%DQL�+DPDG�YLOODJH�
RI�$O�0RDVLW�GLVWULFW��LQ�7DL]��$W�WKH�
WLPH�KH�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�KH�ZRUNHG�LQ�
6DQD¶D�DV�WKH�PDQDJHU�RI�D�ZHEVLWH�

IRU�D�FKDULWDEOH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHORQJ�
LQJ�WR�WKH�,VODK�3DUW\��+H�SUHIHUUHG�
QRW�WR�UHYHDO�WKH�FKDULW\¶V�QDPH��
$O�+DPDGL� VDLG� KH� LV� QRW²DQG�

ZDV� QRW� DW� WKH� WLPH²D�PHPEHU� RI�
WKH� ,VODK� 3DUW\�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� KLP��
KH� ZDV� KLUHG� EDVHG� RQ� KLV� SURIHV�
VLRQDO� TXDOL¿FDWLRQV� DORQH� DQG�KDV�
QR�LGHD�ZK\�KH�ZDV�WDUJHWHG�E\�DX�
WKRULWLHV�� DOWKRXJK� KH� VXVSHFWV� KLV�
WHQXRXV�OLQN�ZLWK�,VODK�PD\�EH�WKH�
UHDVRQ�
,Q�%DUPDQ¶V�YLHZ��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�

FOHDU� LQWHUIHUHQFH� LQ� WKH� FDVH� E\�
6DOHK�DQG�KLV�FURQLHV��³7KH�IRUPHU�
UHJLPH�ZDQWV�WR�PDNH�SROLWLFDO�SURI�
LWV�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�WKHLU�IUHHGRP�´�
KH� VDLG�� SRLQWLQJ� RXW� WKDW� WKH� IRU�
PHU� SUHVLGHQW� DQG� KLV� DLGHV� ³KDYH�
QR� WDQJLEOH�HYLGHQFH�SURYLQJ� WKHP�
JXLOW\�RI�WKH�FULPH�´
³7KH� SURVHFXWLRQ� FDPH� XQGHU�

SUHVVXUH�IURP�WKH�IRUPHU�SUHVLGHQW�
DQG� KLV� DLGHV�´� %DUPDQ� FODLPV�� $V�
HYLGHQFH�KH�SRLQWV�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW��
GXULQJ� WKH� SDVW� WZR� \HDUV�� IRXU�
KHDULQJV�ZHUH�KHOG�LQ�WKH�&ULPLQDO�
L]HG� 3HQDO� &RXUW� LQ� 6DQD
D� EXW� QR�
YHUGLFW� ZDV� HYHU� UHDFKHG� EHFDXVH�
WKH� KHDG� RI� WKH� FRXUW� UHVLJQHG²DV�
GLG�KLV�UHSODFHPHQW��
³7KH� ODVW� KHDULQJ� ZDV� KHOG� LQ�

0DUFK�������EXW�ZKHQ�+HODO�0DK�
IDO��WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�FRXUW��UHVLJQHG��
WKH�KHDULQJ�ZDV�SXW�R̆�XQWLO�IXUWKHU�
QRWLFH�´�KH�H[SODLQHG�
-XGJH� 0RKDPPDG� $O�%XUJXVKL�

UHSODFHG�0DKDIDO�EXW� UHVLJQHG� LP�
PHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�GHWDLOV�

RI�WKH�FDVH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�%DUPDQ��$�
WKLUG�MXGJH��$OL�$O�2PDLVL��ZDV�DS�
SRLQWHG�� EXW� QR� KHDULQJ� ZDV� HYHU�
VFKHGXOHG��
³'XULQJ� WKH� IRXU� SUHYLRXV� KHDU�

LQJV��DERXW�����DUPHG�PHQ�OR\DO�WR�
6DOHK�SDFNHG�WKH�FRXUW�DQG�WKH�\DUG�
RXWVLGH� WR� H[HUW� SUHVVXUH� RQ� WKH�
MXGJH�´�DFFRUGLQJ� WR�%DUPDQ�� ³7KH�
-XGJHV� UHVLJQHG� DV� WKH\� IHDUHG� IRU�
WKHLU� UHSXWDWLRQV�� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKHLU�
OLYHV��7KLV�FDVH�LV�YHU\�VHQVLWLYH�DQG�
KDV�EHHQ�KLJKO\�SROLWLFL]HG�´�
,I� WKH� MXGJH� KDG� RUGHUHG� WKHLU�

UHOHDVH�� ³WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�KDUPHG�E\�
RSSRQHQWV�´�VD\V�%DUPDQ��UHIHUULQJ�
WR��6DOHK�DQG�KLV�DOOLHV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�
KDQG�� LI� WKH� MXGJH� ZHUH� WR� FRQYLFW�
WKH� VXVSHFWV�� ³KH� IHDUV� ORVLQJ� KLV�
UHSXWDWLRQ�EHFDXVH�WKHUH� LV�QR�HYL�
GHQFH�DJDLQVW�WKHP�´
%RWK�IRUPHU�KHDGV�RI�FRXUW��0DK�

IDO�DQG�$O�%XUJXVKL��DUH�QRW�DOORZHG�
WR�JLYH�DQ\�VWDWHPHQWV�WR�WKH�SUHVV��
DV�SHU�<HPHQL�ODZ��
0RKDPPDG�$O�%DNZDOL��WKH�ODZ�

\HU� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� 6DOHK� DQG� RWKHUV�
LQMXUHG� LQ� WKH� DVVDVVLQDWLRQ� DW�
WHPSW�� GLG� QRW� UHVSRQG� WR� FDOOV� E\�
WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV��
7KXDLO�VD\V�LW�LV�XQFOHDU�ZK\�KHDU�

LQJV� UHPDLQ� VXVSHQGHG�� ³7KH� FDVH�
KDG�EHHQ�UHIHUUHG�IURP�WKH�FRXUW�WR�
WKH�+LJK� -XGLFLDO�&RXQFLO� WR�PDNH�
D� UXOLQJ�� EXW�ZKHQ�ZH� VWDJHG� SUR�
WHVWV� DQG� TXHVWLRQHG� WKH� KHDG� RI�
WKH� FRXQFLO�� KH� VDLG� KH� ZDVQ¶W� QRW�
LQ�FKDUJH�RI� WKH�FDVH�´�7KDW�ZDV� LQ�
PLG������

7KH� FRXQFLO�� DORQJ� ZLWK� VRPH�
DFWLYLVWV� DQG� ODZ\HUV�� RUJDQL]HG� D�
SURWHVW� LQ� ODWH� 'HFHPEHU� ����� LQ�
IURQW�RI�WKH�+LJK�-XGLFLDO�&RXQFLO�WR�
H[HUW�SUHVVXUH��7KHLU�SURWHVWV�FDPH�
WR� QRWKLQJ�� KRZHYHU�� ³7KH� MXGJHV�
SUHIHU� WR� UHPDLQ� VLOHQW� ZKHQ� FRQ�
IURQWHG�ZLWK�WKLV�FDVH�´�VDLG�7KXDLO�
+H� EHOLHYHV� WKH� IRUPHU� UHJLPH�

ZDQWHG� WR�PDNH� D� SROLWLFDO� ³VZDS´�
E\� GHWDLQLQJ� WKHP�� ³7KH� IRUPHU�
UHJLPH��ZKLFK� LV� DFFXVHG�RI� NLOOLQJ�
PRUH� WKDQ� ��� DQG� LQMXULQJ� ���� LQ�
WKH�VR�FDOOHG�)ULGD\�RI�'LJQLW\�PDV�
VDFUH�RQ�0DUFK�����������VRXJKW�WR�
UHOHDVH�WKRVH�GHWDLQHHV�LQ�UHWXUQLQJ�
IRU� WXUQLQJ� D�EOLQG� H\H� WR� WKH�'LJ�
QLW\�'D\�YLFWLPV�´�KH�VDLG�
%DUPDQ� DJUHHV�� VD\LQJ� WKH� IRU�

PHU� UHJLPH� GHOD\HG� WKH� UHOHDVH� RI�
WKH� SULVRQHUV²DQG� IRU� WKRVH� ZKR�
ZHUH� HYHQWXDOO\� UHOHDVHG�� SUREDEO\�
DOORZHG� LW� WR� KDSSHQ²LQ� H[FKDQJH�
IRU�RSSRQHQWV�EDFNLQJ�R̆�RQ�DFFX�
VDWLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�PDVVDFUH�
³7KH� GHWDLQHHV� DUH� YLFWLPV� RI� D�

SROLWLFDO� FRQÀLFW� EHWZHHQ� VHYHUDO�
IDFWLRQV� LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\� VLQFH� WKH�
����� XSULVLQJ� XS� XQWLO� QRZ�� DQG�
HYHU\RQH�ZDQWV�WR�SUR¿W�DW�WKHLU�H[�
SHQVH�´�KH�VDLG�
(OHYHQ� SHRSOH�� LQFOXGLQJ� IRUPHU�

3UHVLGHQW�6DOHK��ZHUH�DFFXVHG�RI�LQ�
YROYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�)ULGD\�RI�
'LJQLW\�PDVVDFUH��2QH�KHDULQJ�ZDV�
FRQGXFWHG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�������7KH�
VXVSHFWV²LQFOXGLQJ� 6DOHK²ZHUH�
WULHG�LQ�DEVHQWLD��KRZHYHU�QR�UXOLQJ�
ZDV�PDGH�DQG�WKH�KHDULQJ�ZDV�SRVW�
SRQHG�LQGH¿QLWHO\��
)RU� QRZ�� WKHUH� LV� QR� LQGLFDWLRQ�

$O�+DPDGL� ZLOO� EH� UHOHDVHG� DQ\�
WLPH�VRRQ��
+H� KDV� EHFRPH� DFFXVWRPHG� WR�

SULVRQ� OLIH�� +H� LV� LQ� FKDUJH� RI� WKH�
FRPSXWHU� FHQWHU� DQG� WHDFKHV� WKH�
SULVRQHUV�(QJOLVK��'XH�WR�JRRG�EH�
KDYLRU��KH�LV�HYHQ�DOORZHG�WR�KDYH�D�
FHOO�SKRQH�WR�FDOO�KRPH��
+H�KDV� DOVR� EHFRPH� DFFXVWRPHG�

WR�KLV�GDXJKWHU¶V�YRLFH�RQ�WKH�SKRQH��
7KDW¶V� ZK\� HYHU\� )ULGD\� ZKHQ� $O�
+DPDGL� VHHV� *KD]DO� LQ� SHUVRQ� KH�
EHJV�KHU� WR� VLQJ� IRU�KLP�� ³$V� ,� VHH�
P\�GDXJKWHU� FRPLQJ�ZLWK�P\�ZLIH�
WR� VHH�PH� LW¶V� DV� LI� ,¶P� LQ� SDUDGLVH�
IRU� EXW� RQH� KRXU� DQG� D� KDOI�´� KH�
VDLG��WHDUV�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�¿OO�KLV�H\HV��
³7KHQ�,�IHHO�,¶P�EHLQJ�EURXJKW�EDFN�
WR�KHOO�´

Detained without evidence:
The forgotten victims of Saleh’s assassination attempt

Al-Hamadi in the Central Prison on Jan. 30, 

2015, where he has been held for over two 

years.

$O�+DPDGL�VDLG�KLV�¿QJHUQDLOV�VWLOO�EDUH�WKH�PDUNV�RI�WRUWXUH�IURP�
KLV�WLPH�LQ�WKH�3ROLWLFDO�6HFXULW\�3ULVRQ��EXW�WKDW�KH�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�
WRUWXUHG�VLQFH�EHLQJ�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH�&HQWUDO�3ULVRQ�
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A SOHWKRUD� RI� QHZ� DQG�ROG� 6KLD�PLOLWLDV� DUH�
GRPLQDWLQJ� EDWWOH�
¿HOGV� LQ� ,UDT� DQG�
6\ULD�� 86� H[SHUWV�

VD\�� UDLVLQJ� FRQFHUQV� DERXW� JURZ�
LQJ� ,UDQLDQ� LQÀXHQFH� WKDW� FRXOG�
H[DFHUEDWH�VHFWDULDQ�GLYLVLRQV�DQG�
XOWLPDWHO\�ZHDNHQ�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�
WKH�JURXS�WKDW�FDOOV�LWVHOI�WKH�,VODP�
LF�6WDWH��,6��
7KH� JURZWK� RI� WKHVH� JURXSV²

NQRZQ� DV� SRSXODU� PRELOL]DWLRQ�
XQLWV²SRVHV� D� FRQXQGUXP� IRU� WKH�
2EDPD� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� DQG� WKH�
FRDOLWLRQ� RI� DERXW� ��� FRXQWULHV� LW�
LV� OHDGLQJ�DJDLQVW� ,6��)RU� WKH� WLPH�
EHLQJ��,UDQ�EDFNHG�JURXSV�DUH�SUR�
YLGLQJ� PRVW� RI� WKH� ³ERRWV� RQ� WKH�
JURXQG´� WKDW� DUH� SXVKLQJ� EDFN� ,6�
IRUFHV� IURP� NH\� DUHDV� QHDU� %DJK�
GDG�� LQFOXGLQJ� 'L\DOD� SURYLQFH��
7KHVH�PLOLWLDV� DUH� DOVR� SUHYHQWLQJ�
,6� IURP� RYHUUXQQLQJ� HYHQ� PRUH�
WHUULWRU\� LQ� 6\ULD�� %XW� WKHUH� DUH�
GLVWXUELQJ�UHSRUWV�RI�PDVVDFUHV�RI�
6XQQL�FLYLOLDQ�SRSXODWLRQV�E\�6KLD�
¿JKWHUV��VRPH�RI�ZKRP�KDYH�NLOOHG�
$PHULFDQV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�
$W�KLV�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�KHDULQJ�)HE��

��� $VKWRQ� &DUWHU�� WKH� QRPLQHH� WR�
UHSODFH� &KXFN� +DJHO� DV� GHIHQVH�
VHFUHWDU\��ZHQW�VR� IDU�DV� WR�HTXDWH�
,UDQ� DQG� ,6� DV� WKH� ELJJHVW� WKUHDWV�
WR� 86� QDWLRQDO� VHFXULW\�� LQ� SDUW�
EHFDXVH� RI� VSUHDGLQJ� ,UDQLDQ� LQ�

ÀXHQFH� LQ� ,UDT�� ³,� KDYH� FRQFHUQV�
DERXW�WKH�VHFWDULDQ�QDWXUH�RI�,UDQ¶V�
DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�,UDT�́ �&DUWHU�H[SODLQHG�
WR�WKH�6HQDWH�$UPHG�6HUYLFHV�&RP�
PLWWHH�
³7KH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� PXVW� FRQ�

WLQXH� WR� PDNH� FOHDU� WR� WKH� ,UDTL�
JRYHUQPHQW�WKDW�,UDQ¶V�DSSURDFK�LQ�
,UDT�XQGHUPLQHV�WKH�QHHGHG�SROLWL�
FDO�LQFOXVLRQ�IRU�DOO�,UDTL�FRPPXQL�
WLHV��ZKLFK�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�XOWLPDWHO\�
GHIHDW�>,6@�́ �KH�VDLG�
86� URRP� IRU� PDQHXYHULQJ� PD\�

EH�OLPLWHG��KRZHYHU�
,UDQ�EDFNHG�PLOLWLDV�KDYH�SOD\HG�

D�SLYRWDO� UROH� LQ� ,UDT� VLQFH� WKH�86�
LQYDVLRQ� RYHUWKUHZ� WKH� 6XQQL� UH�
JLPH�RI�6DGGDP�+XVVHLQ� LQ�������
+LV� UHPRYDO� IDFLOLWDWHG� WKH� UHWXUQ�
RI� WKRXVDQGV� RI� ,UDQ�WUDLQHG� 6KLD�
¿JKWHUV��7KH\�LQFOXGHG�PHPEHUV�RI�
WKH�%DGU�%ULJDGHV��ZKLFK�ZDV�FUH�
DWHG� LQ� ,UDQ� GXULQJ� WKH� ��������
,UDQ�,UDT�:DU�DV� WKH�PLOLWDU\�DUP�
RI� WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO� IRU� WKH�,V�
ODPLF� 5HYROXWLRQ� LQ� ,UDT�� RQH� RI�
SRVW�6DGGDP� ,UDT¶V� PDLQ� SROLWLFDO�
SDUWLHV��7KH� OHDGHU�RI�ZKDW� LV�QRZ�
FDOOHG�WKH�%DGU�2UJDQL]DWLRQ��+DGL�
$O�$PHUL�� LV� ,UDT¶V� PLQLVWHU� RI�
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�DQG�KDV�EHHQ� VSRW�
WHG� DPRQJ� PLOLWLDPHQ� LQ� UHFHQW�
EDWWOHV� DV� KDV� WKH� KHDG� RI� ,UDQ¶V�
4XGV�)RUFH��4DVHP�6ROHLPDQL�
³+RZ� FDQ� ZH� FRQWURO� ,UDQ¶V� LQ�

ÀXHQFH� LQ� ,UDT� FRQVLGHULQJ� WKDW�
WKH�SDUWLHV� LQ�FRQWURO�RI� WKH�%DJK�
GDG�JRYHUQPHQW�DUH�6KLD�SDUWLHV"´�
$OLUH]D�1DGHU�� D�0LGGOH�(DVW� DQD�
O\VW�DW�5DQG��WROG�$O�0RQLWRU��³7KH�

,UDTL�JRYHUQPHQW� LV� VR� YXOQHUDEOH�
DW�WKLV�SRLQW�WKDW�LW�KDV�OLWWOH�FKRLFH�
EXW� WR� WXUQ� WR� ,UDQ� ZKLFK�� XQOLNH�
WKH�86��KDV�SHRSOH�RQ�WKH�IURQWOLQHV�
>LQ�,UDT@�WDNLQJ�FDVXDOWLHV�́
,Q� WKH� DIWHUPDWK� RI� 6DGGDP¶V�

RYHUWKURZ��,UDQ�PDGH�RYHUWXUHV�WR�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�IRU�D�EURDG�EDVHG�
GLDORJXH� EXW� ZDV� VSXUQHG�� ,UDQ�
EHJDQ� RUJDQL]LQJ� QHZ� PLOLWLDV��
NQRZQ� DV� ³VSHFLDO� JURXSV�́ � VXFK�
DV� $VDLE� $KO� $O�+DT�� WKH� /HDJXH�
RI� WKH� 5LJKWHRXV�� ZKLFK� DWWDFNHG�
86�IRUFHV��:KHQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
HQGHG�LWV�FRPEDW�PLVVLRQ�LQ�,UDT�LQ�
������PLOLWLD�OHDGHUV�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�
MDLOHG�RU�EODFNOLVWHG�ZHUH�IUHHG�DQG�
UHKDELOLWDWHG� DQG� VRPH� DUH� QRZ�
SURPLQHQW�LQ�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�,6�
$PRQJ� WKHP� LV� $EX� 0DKGL� $O�

0RKDQGHV��OHDGHU�RI�WKH�JURXS�.D�
WDLE�+H]EROODK��ZKLFK�LV�RQ�WKH�86�
6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW¶V�WHUURULVP�OLVW�
(YHQ�86�H[SHUWV�RQ�,UDT�ZKR�DUH�

FULWLFDO� RI� ,UDQ¶V� UROH� FRQFHGH� WKDW�
WKH�PLOLWLDV�DUH�SURYLGLQJ�DQ�HVVHQ�
WLDO� VHUYLFH� ZKLOH� H̆RUWV� FRQWLQXH�
WR�UHFRQVWLWXWH� WKH�,UDTL�DUP\�DQG�
WR� RUJDQL]H� QDWLRQDO� JXDUG� IRUFHV�
WKDW� FDQ� ¿JKW� PRUH� H̆HFWLYHO\� LQ�
6XQQL� DUHDV�� VXFK� DV� 0RVXO�� 7KH�
,UDTL�&DELQHW�KDV�DJUHHG�WR�WKH�FUH�
DWLRQ� RI� D� QDWLRQDO� JXDUG� EXW� WKH�
3DUOLDPHQW²GRPLQDWHG� E\� 6KLDV�
DQG� HWKQLF� .XUGV²KDV� \HW� WR� DS�
SURYH�
$V�86� IRUFHV�SRXQG�,6� IURP�WKH�

DLU��KRZHYHU��FRQFHUQV�DUH�LQFUHDV�
LQJO\�EHLQJ�H[SUHVVHG� LQ�:DVKLQJ�
WRQ�� DV�ZHOO� DV� DPRQJ�6XQQL�$UDE�

PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� DQWL�,6� FRDOLWLRQ��
WKDW�,UDQ�ZLOO�EH�WKH�XOWLPDWH�EHQ�
H¿FLDU\�� )RU� VRPH� FULWLFV�� WKHVH�
FRQFHUQV� DUH� FRPSRXQGHG� E\� WKH�
SURVSHFW�RI�D�QXFOHDU�GHDO�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�,UDQ�
³:KDW� LI� ZH� GHIHDW� >,6@�EXW� ORVH�

,UDT�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV"´�DVNHG�0LFKDHO�
.QLJKWV��D�OHDGLQJ�86�H[SHUW�RQ�WKH�
,UDTL�PLOLWDU\��5HIHUULQJ�WR�ZKDW�KH�
FDOOHG�³D�+H]EROOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�,UDTL�
VHFXULW\�VHFWRU�́ �.QLJKWV�WROG�DQ�DX�
GLHQFH�DW�WKH�:DVKLQJWRQ�,QVWLWXWH�
IRU�1HDU�(DVW�3ROLF\�RQ�)HE����WKDW�
WKLV�ZDV�D�³<DOWD�PRPHQW´�VLPLODU�
WR� WKH� ����� FRQIHUHQFH� LQ� &ULPHD�
ZKHUH�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DFTXLHVFHG�
WR�6RYLHW�FRQWURO�RI�SRVW�ZDU�(DVW�
HUQ�(XURSH�
7KH�8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� QHHGV� WR� VWHS�

XS�LWV�VHFXULW\�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
%DJKGDG�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�³RXWSHU�
IRUP� WKH� ,UDQLDQV´�WR�SUHYHQW� ,UDT�
IURP� EHFRPLQJ� DQ� ,UDQLDQ� VDWHO�
OLWH�� .QLJKWV� VXJJHVWHG�� 7KDW� ZLOO�
UHTXLUH� ³D� YLVLRQDU\� GHFDGH�VSDQ�
QLQJ� UHODWLRQVKLS´� ZLWK� WKH� ,UDTL�
JRYHUQPHQW�� KH� VDLG�� WKDW� ZLOO� LQ�
FOXGH�D�ODUJHU�86�PLOLWDU\�SUHVHQFH�
3KLOOLS�6P\WK��DQ�H[SHUW�RQ�6KLD�

PLOLWLDV�� VNHWFKHG� DQ� HYHQ� EOHDNHU�
DQG� PRUH� FRPSOLFDWHG� SLFWXUH� RI�
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�6\ULD��ZKHUH�VFRUHV�
RI�QHZ�JURXSV�KDYH�HPHUJHG�LQ�WKH�
SDVW�\HDU�DQG�D�KDOI�WR�¿JKW�RQ�WKH�
VLGH�RI�WKH�,UDQ�EDFNHG�JRYHUQPHQW�
RI�3UHVLGHQW�%DVKDU�$O�$VVDG�
:KLOH� DWWHQWLRQ� KDV� IRFXVHG� RQ�

WKH� KLJK� QXPEHU� RI� IRUHLJQ� ¿JKW�
HUV�ÀRFNLQJ�WR�6\ULD�WR�MRLQ�,6�DQG�

RWKHU�6XQQL�MLKDGLVW�JURXSV��³RQH�RI�
WKH�ODUJHVW�IRUHLJQ�¿JKWHUV¶�FRQWLQ�
JHQWV�LV�6KLD�́ �6P\WK�VDLG��0RVW�RI�
WKH�¿JKWHUV� DUH�PHPEHUV�RI�/HED�
QRQ¶V�+H]EROODK�RU�RI�,UDTL�PLOLWLDV�
EXW�KH� VDLG� WKHUH� DUH� DOVR� UHFUXLWV�
FRPLQJ� IURP� DV� IDU� DV� ,QGLD�� $I�
JKDQLVWDQ� DQG� $IULFD²PDQ\� RI�
WKHP�DQVZHULQJ�DGV�RQ�VRFLDO�PH�
GLD��6P\WK�VDLG�WKHVH� IRUHLJQ�6KLD�
¿JKWHUV� QXPEHUHG� LQ� WKH� ³WHQV� RI�
WKRXVDQGV´� DQG� WKDW� PRUH� WKDQ� D�
WKRXVDQG�PD\�KDYH�DOUHDG\�GLHG�LQ�
WKH�ZDU�
86�ṘFLDOV�FRQWDFWHG�E\�$O�0RQ�

LWRU�VDLG�WKH\�KDG�QR�¿JXUHV�IRU�6KLD�
IRUHLJQ�¿JKWHUV�LQ�6\ULD��)RUHLJQHUV�
HVWLPDWHG�WR�KDYH�MRLQHG�WKH�6XQQL�
VLGH�DUH�DERXW���������ODUJHU�WKDQ�
WKH� QXPEHU� WKDW� MRLQHG� WKH� DQWL�
6RYLHW� MLKDG� LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ� LQ� WKH�
����V�
0DQ\�RI�WKH�6KLD�JURXSV�LQ�6\ULD�

DVVRFLDWH� WKHPVHOYHV� ZLWK� WKH� GH�
IHQVH� RI� WKH� 'DPDVFXV� VKULQH� RI�
6D\\LGD� =HLQDE�� D� JUDQGGDXJKWHU�
RI�WKH�3URSKHW�0XKDPPDG�DQG�VLV�
WHU� RI� +XVVHLQ�� ZKRVH�PDUW\UGRP�
LQ�WKH�VHYHQWK�FHQWXU\�ZDV�D�GH¿Q�
LQJ�HYHQW�LQ�WKH�VFKLVP�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
6XQQL�DQG�6KLD�EUDQFKHV�RI�,VODP��
+RZHYHU�� 6P\WK� VDLG� WKH� GHIHQVH�
RI�WKH�VKULQH�ZDV�D�FRYHU�IRU�PRUH�
H[WHQVLYH�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�6\ULD�
³7KH\� KDYH� VHFXUHG� WKH� UXOH� RI�

%DVKDU� $O�$VVDG� DQG� FRQVWUXFWHG�
D� QHZ�*RODQ� IURQW´� RQ� WKH� ERUGHU�
EHWZHHQ� 6\ULD� DQG� ,VUDHO�� 6P\WK�
VDLG�� /DVW� PRQWK�� ,VUDHO� ERPEHG�
DQG�NLOOHG�D� FRQWLQJHQW�RI�+H]ERO�

ODK� ¿JKWHUV� LQ� 6\ULD� WKDW� LQFOXGHG�
DQ� ,UDQLDQ� JHQHUDO� DQG�+H]EROODK�
UHWDOLDWHG�ZLWK�D�PLVVLOH�VWULNH�WKDW�
NLOOHG�WZR�,VUDHOL�VROGLHUV� LQ�D�GLV�
SXWHG�DUHD�RQ�WKH�ERUGHU�RI�,VUDHO��
6\ULD�DQG�/HEDQRQ�
6RPH�DQDO\VWV�VD\�WKDW�IHDUV�RI�D�

QHZ� ³6KLD� FUHVFHQW´� UXQQLQJ� IURP�
7HKUDQ� WKURXJK� %DJKGDG� DQG�'D�
PDVFXV� WR�%HLUXW� �ZLWK� D� VLGH� WULS�
WR� 6DQD¶D� LQ� <HPHQ� ZKHUH� ,UDQ�
EDFNHG�+RXWKL�UHEHOV�KDYH�UHFHQWO\�
VHL]HG�FRQWURO��DUH�H[DJJHUDWHG�
,UDQ�KDV�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQWHUQDO�HFR�

QRPLF�SUREOHPV��DQG�SRSXODU�VXS�
SRUW� IRU� ZKDW� LV� YLHZHG� DV� ³$UDE´�
FDXVHV� LV� PLQLPDO�� ZKLOH� PDQ\� RI�
WKH� IRUHLJQ�6KLD�JURXSV�KDYH� WKHLU�
RZQ�DJHQGDV�DQG�JULHYDQFHV��ZKLFK�
WKH\� ZRXOG� SXUVXH� HYHQ� ZLWKRXW�
,UDQLDQ�KHOS�
6WLOO�WKHUH�LV�QR�GRXEW�WKDW�,6�DQG�

RWKHU�6XQQL�MLKDGLVW�JURXSV²ZKLFK�
UHMHFW� 6KLDV� DV� DSRVWDWHV²KDYH�
VWLUUHG�XS�SDQ�6KLD�IHHOLQJ�LQ�FRXQ�
WULHV�ZLWK�VXEVWDQWLDO�6KLD�SRSXOD�
WLRQV��MXVW�DV�WKH�86�UHSODFHPHQW�RI�
6DGGDP�E\�D�6KLD�GRPLQDWHG�JRY�
HUQPHQW�LQ�%DJKGDG�IXHOHG�WKH�ULVH�
RI�,6¶�SUHFXUVRU��$O�4DHGD�LQ�,UDT�
³,W¶V�QRW�QHZ�DQG�ZH¶YH�VHHQ�LW�LQ�

/HEDQRQ�DQG�6\ULD�EHIRUH�́ �VDLG�3�-��
'HUPHU��D�IRUPHU�86�$UP\�FRORQHO�
ZLWK�ORQJ�VHUYLFH�LQ�,UDT�DQG�HOVH�
ZKHUH� LQ� WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW�� *LYHQ�
,UDQ¶V�SUR[LPLW\� WR� WKH�EDWWOH¿HOGV�
DQG�ORQJ�WLHV�ZLWK�$UDE�6KLD�SRSX�
ODWLRQV��³ZH¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�D�WRXJK�
WLPH´�WU\LQJ�WR�UHGXFH�LWV�LQÀXHQFH��
'HUPHU�VDLG�

Shia militias mixed blessing in Iraq, Syria
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Feb. 11 marked the four year anniversary of the beginning 
of Yemen’s 2011 uprising. Since that day, two presidents 
KDYH�VWHSSHG�GRZQ��&DELQHW�KDV�EHHQ�UHVKẌHG��GLVVROYHG�
WKHQ� UHIRUPHG� DQG²OLNH� 3DUOLDPHQW²QR� ORQJHU� H[LVWV�� $�
UHEHO�JURXS�WRRN�RYHU�WKH�FDSLWDO�RQ�6HSW������������DQG�KDV�
VLQFH�H[SDQGHG� LWV�FRQWURO�RYHU�PXFK�RI� WKH�QRUWK�RI� WKH�
FRXQWU\��:KLOH�WKH�+RXWKLV�H[WHQGHG�WKHLU�UHDFK²RIWHQ�DW�

WKH�EDUUHO�RI�D�JXQ²DJUHHPHQWV�ZHUH�VLJQHG�DQG�GLVFXV-
VLRQV�ZHUH� KHOG� EHWZHHQ� ULYDO� IDFWLRQV�� IDFLOLWDWHG� E\� WKH�
UN. 

To mark the fourth anniversary, independent youth took 
WR�WKH�VWUHHWV�LQ�SURWHVW�DJDLQ��1RW�WR�SURWHVW�$OL�$EGXOODK�
6DOHK�OLNH�WKH\�GLG�LQ�������EXW�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�DJDLQVW�WKH�
+RXWKLV²ZKR� WKH\� VWRRG� VKRXOGHU� WR� VKRXOGHU�ZLWK� IRXU�

\HDUV� DJR�� +RXWKL� VXSSRUWHUV� DOVR� VKRZHG� XS�� FODLPLQJ�
WKH\�DUH�¿QLVKLQJ�R̆�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ��:KLOH�WDONV�EHWZHHQ�
SROLWLFDO�JURXSV�WDNH�SODFH� LQ�D���VWDU�KRWHO�DQG�ULYDO� IDF-
WLRQV�MRVWOH�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV��ZKDW�GR�RUGLQDU\�6DQD¶DQLV�WKLQN�
RI�LW�DOO"�7KH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�DVNHG�ORFDOV�ZKR�ZHUH�QRW�DW-
tending the protests whether they are supportive of them 
or not. 

Anti-Houthi protests: For or Against?

Abdullah Al-Samei, 22 years 

old, journalist

3URWHVWV�DUH�RQH�RI�WKH�ZD\V�IRU�XV�
WR� H[SUHVV� RXU�RSLQLRQV��3UHYHQW-
ing protests oppresses freedom, 
DQG� WKLV� LV� QRW� DFFHSWDEOH� DW� DOO��
2XU� UHYROXWLRQ� LQ� ����� FUHDWHG� D�
good environment for freedom, 
and we were surprised that our 
SDUWQHUV� LQ� WKH� ����� UHYROXWLRQ�
>UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�+RXWKLV@�WULHG�WR�
prevent protests. This act is not 
LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�
DQG�LWV�JRDOV�

Ahmed Al-Silwi, 25 years old, 

pharmacist

,� SUHIHU� GLDORJXH�PRUH� WKDQ� SUR-
WHVWV�EHFDXVH� WKH�SROLWLFDO� OHDGHUV�
FRQWURO� WKH� SURWHVWV�� DQG� LI� WKH\�
ZDQW�WR�¿QG�D�VROXWLRQ�WKH\�FDQ�GR�
LW� WKURXJK� GLDORJXH�� ,¶P� QRW� VXS-
SRUWLYH�RI�YLROHQWO\�FUDFNLQJ�GRZQ�
on the demonstrations, but I’m 
supportive of stopping the dem-
RQVWUDWLRQV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FDOP�GRZQ�
the situation.

Hanan Shamhan, 4th year 

student in the Media College 

at Sana’a University

I’m against protests, because these 
SURWHVWV� OHDG�WR�JUXGJHV�DQG�FRQ-
ÀLFWV� DPRQJ�SHRSOH�� DQG� LW� LV� QRW�
WKH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�H[SUHVV�RXU�RSLQ-
LRQV��:H�FDQ�H[SUHVV�RXU�RSLQLRQV�
by other means, such as by us-
LQJ� GLDORJXH�� ,¶P� QRW� DJDLQVW� WKH�
+RXWKLV��7KH\�DUH�RXU�EURWKHUV�UH-
JDUGOHVV�RI�WKHLU�RSLQLRQV��EHFDXVH�
HYHU\�JURXS�KDV�LWV�RZQ�LGHRORJLHV�
and we can not say that everything 
they do is right or wrong, so I’m 
against protests.

Al-Izi Mahdi Qasem, 42 years 

old, accountant 

I’m against protests under any um-
EUHOOD� JURXS� DQG� IRU� DQ\� UHDVRQ�
because they disobey the guardian 
>OHDGHU�RI� WKH� FRXQWU\@� DQG� WKLV� LV�
IRUELGGHQ� LQ� ,VODPLF� ODZ�� :KHQ�
WKHUH� LV� D� SROLWLFDO� SUREOHP�� WKH�
ZLVH� SHRSOH� ZKR� FDQ� H[HUW� LQÀX-
HQFH�RQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�VKRXOG�
KDYH�D�WDON�ZLWK�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�PDN-
HUV��EXW�VKRXOG�QRW�JR�WR�WKH�VWUHHWV��
because these protesters can not 
FUHDWH� VROXWLRQV�� ,¶YH� EHHQ� DJDLQVW�
the protesters since 2011 and I did 
not participate in any protests be-
FDXVH�,�GLG�QRW�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKHP��7KH�
SURWHVWV� GLG� QRW� VROYH� SUREOHPV��
rather they created new ones. 

Ali Faidhi, 35 years old, 

sound engineer 

I’m not supportive of the protests 
DW�DOO��,�SUHIHU�WKDW�DOO�SHRSOH�FDUH�
about their work and forget pro-
WHVWV��:KHQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�HQYLURQ-
PHQW�VWDUWV�WR�FDOP�GRZQ��QHZ�
crises are created by new protests. 
:KLOH�,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKHVH�SURWHVWV�
FDPH�DIWHU�SROLWLFDO�GLVSXWH��ZH�
>6DQD¶DQLV@�KDYH�QRW�VHHQ�WKDW�
WKHVH�SURWHVWV�PDNH�VROXWLRQV�WR�
DQ\�SUREOHPV��,�SUHIHU�WR�NHHS�
P\VHOI�DZD\�IURP�SURWHVWV��DQG�,�
advise others to do the same.

Nasser Al-Sakkaf
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<HPHQ·V�ILUVW�DQG��PRVW�ZLGHO\�UHDG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�QHZVSDSHU

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

Louise Redvers
IRIN
First published Feb. 9

Most commonly as-
sociated with spy-
ing and military 
missions, the use 
of unmanned aer-

ial vehicles (UAVs)—or drones—for 
humanitarian purposes is the sub-
ject of both hype and caution.

Skeptics are wary of the ethical 
and practical implications, worried 
about human rights and security 
aspects and unconvinced by their 

capabilities and relevance. 
But experts argue they could play 

an important role in disaster relief 
as well as having other useful civil-
ian applications.

A two-day event hosted in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) this 
weekend presented some potential-
ly positive uses for UAVs in civilian 
DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�VHWWLQJV�R̆HULQJ�
big money prizes to the best ideas.

“Drones don’t have a great repu-
tation,” admitted Patrick Meier, the 
director of social innovation at Qa-
tar Computing Research Institute 
(QCRI), and a leading advocate for 

UAVs in the humanitarian sector, 
who helped judge the Dubai com-
petition.

“Don’t forget in the past we used 
to associate satellites with the Cold 
War and the military, but that has 
now changed, thanks to the democ-
ratization of imagery.

Changing reputation
“Hopefully as the public see more 
examples of drones doing good, of 
stopping animal poaching, of sav-
ing lives in search-and-rescue ef-
forts or delivering medicines to 
remote parts of Africa, then per-

ceptions will change,” said Meier, 
also the co-founder of the Digital 
Humanitarian Network (DHN), a 
membership platform for digital di-
saster response.  

The “Drones for Good” event 
brought together hundreds of 
teams from nearly 60 countries 
with the brief to create a civilian 
drone to “improve peoples’ lives.”

Alongside commercial concepts 
to regulate parking and moni-
WRU� WUḊF�� WKHUH�ZHUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�
prototypes that could be used for 
search-and-rescue, re-forestation, 
medical delivery, landmine detec-
tion and rural mapping.

The top prize of $1million went 
to Swiss team, Flyability, for its 
collision-proof drone “Gimball” 
that can enter collapsed or burning 
buildings and beam back footage 
from inside.

Unlike regular drones which are 
fragile and prone to crashing, the 
Gimball is suspended in a protec-
WLYH�IUDPH�DQG�FDQ�ERXQFH�R̆�KDUG�
VXUIDFHV� DQG� UROO� DORQJ� ÀRRUV� DQG�
ceilings.

“Our drone can be sent anywhere 
and can be operated by non-experts 
because it’s easy to pilot,” co-cre-
ator Adrien Briod told IRIN. “It 
could be used in many situations, 
in a collapsed building, in a forest, 
in a search and rescue mission.

“For now, we are targeting in-
dustrial inspection but search-and-
UHVFXH� LV� GH¿QLWHO\� D� SRWHQWLDO� XVH�
and I think it will come, but only 
once we have perfected the technol-
ogy because when it’s people’s lives 
involved, you have to be sure the 
technology is 100 percent reliable.”

Local communities
$QRWKHU�¿QDOLVW�ZDV�%LR&DUERQ�(Q-
gineering, a UK-based team that 
has developed an UAV to deliver 
rapid re-forestation in hard-
to-reach areas by mapping and 
WKHQ� ¿ULQJ� SODQWLQJ� SHOOHWV� LQWR�
targeted zones.

“Our technology is ideal for 
mosaic reforestation that is hard 
to reach, say a patch in the mid-
dle of a forest, and it could be ap-
plied to contaminated land that 
humans can’t access,” explained 
team-member and forestry ex-
pert Irina Fedorenko.
³,Q� WKH� IXWXUH�ZH�ZRXOG� GH¿-

nitely like to work with NGOs 
and local communities and to 
promote sustainable forestry 
and there could be scope for 
communities who take part in 
UH�IRUHVWDWLRQ�WR�SUR¿W�IURP�FDU-
bon credit schemes.”

The winner of the national 
competition—and AED1 million 
($272,000)—was a group of stu-
dents from New York University 
(NYU) Abu Dhabi. Their Wadi 
Drone, which weighed 2.2 kg, 
FDQ�À\� IRU�XS�WR����NP�ZLWKRXW�
a recharge.

It has been designed to assist 
park rangers with the collection 
of data from camera traps, but 
Meier said, “There is huge poten-
tial for this sort of technology to 
be adapted to a crisis situation. 
It could be very a useful way to 
collect data and images from 
GLVDVWHU�DUHDV�ZKHQ�FHOO�DQG��*�
networks go down.”

And he added, “There was 
another very interesting design 
which proposed to carry organs 

for transplantation. This could easi-
ly be adapted to cold-chain delivery 
of blood supplies or even vaccines 
and would be ideal for places like 
Liberia where even short distances 
can be inaccessible by road due to 
heavy rains.”

Two-way conversation
José Luis Angoso, director of in-
novation and alliances at Spanish 
WHFKQRORJ\� ¿UP� ,QGUD�� WROG� ,5,1��
“I am totally convinced that drones 
have a humanitarian application, 
there is huge potential.

“But this needs to be a two-way 
conversation, humanitarians need 
to engage with the drone creators 
to outline what they want and need, 
rather than dismiss technology be-

FDXVH�LW�GRHV�QRW�¿W�WKHLU�SXUSRVH�´
,Q�$XJXVW�ODVW�\HDU�WKH�81�2̇FH�

for the Coordination of Humani-
WDULDQ�$̆DLUV��2&+$��ODXQFKHG�LWV�
¿UVW� SROLF\� SDSHU� RQ� WKH� KXPDQL-
tarian application of UAVs, and in 
November hosted a strategy session 
at the UN Secretariat in New York 
to discuss the paper and potential 
humanitarian uses for drones. 

Other non-military uses of drones 
to date have included 3D model-
ing of river valleys for hydrologi-
FDO�DQDO\VLV�DQG�ÀRRG�SURWHFWLRQ�LQ�
Haiti, and disaster mapping follow-
ing Typhoon Haiyan in the Philip-
pines.

Republished with permission from 
IRIN.

Drones for good?

Gimball, a UAV created by Flyability in Switzerland, is collision-proof due to its outer protective frame. 
,W�FDQ�EH�XVHG�LQ�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�¿UHV�DQG�FRQWDLQV�DQ�+'�FDPHUD��,W�ZRQ�WKH�WRS�SUL]H�RI����PLOOLRQ�DW�
'XEDL¶V�'URQHV�IRU�*RRG�HYHQW�LQ�)HEUXDU\������

6DQDG�LV�DQ�RFWRFRSWHU²RU�HLJKW�URWRUHG�GURQH²FUHDWHG�E\�DQ�HQJLQHHU�DW�'XEDL�3ROLFH��,W�FDQ�À\�XS�WR�
��NP�DQG�OLIW�DERXW�������NJ�RI�ZHLJKW�XVLQJ�RQH�RI�LWV�OLIH�ULQJV�
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