
Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Feb. 18—After days of 
¿JKWLQJ��+RXWKLV�WRRN�FRQWURO�RI�$O�
=DKHU�GLVWULFW� LQ�$O�%DLGD�JRYHUQRU�
DWH� RQ� 7XHVGD\� IROORZLQJ� DQ� DJUHH�
PHQW�ZLWK�ORFDO�WULEHVPHQ��
$GHO� $O�$VEDKL�� WKH� VHFXULW\� RI�

¿FH� PDQDJHU� RI� $O�%DLGD� JRYHUQRU�
DWH�� EURNHUHG� D� GHDO� HDUO\� 7XHVGD\�
EHWZHHQ� WKH�+RXWKLV�DQG� WULEHVPHQ�
IURP� WKH� GLVWULFWV� RI� $O�=DKHU�� $O�
6DZPD��DQG�0DVZDUDK��
7KH�GHDO� DOORZV� WKH�+RXWKLV��ZKR�

DUH� EDFNHG� E\� WKH� DUP\�� WR� HQWHU�
WKHVH�WKUHH�GLVWULFWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�WUDFN�
GRZQ� PHPEHUV� RI� $O�4DHGD� LQ� WKH�
$UDELDQ�3HQLQVXOD��$4$3���$O�$VED�
KL�WROG�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�
2QO\� KRXUV� DIWHU� WKH� GHDO� ZDV�

VLJQHG�� WKH� +RXWKLV� HQWHUHG� $O�=D�
KHU�� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH� VRXWKZHVW� RI� $O�
%DLGD� JRYHUQRUDWH�� ZLWKRXW� IDFLQJ�
DQ\�UHVLVWDQFH��$O�$VEDKL�VDLG�
)URP�)ULGD\�XQWLO�0RQGD\�GHDGO\�

FODVKHV� WRRN� SODFH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� DU�
P\�EDFNHG� +RXWKLV� DQG� $O�=DKHU�
WULEHVPHQ�� ZKR� KDYH� EHHQ� DFFXVHG�
E\�WKH�+RXWKLV�RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�$4$3��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�$EGXDOUDE�0RKVHQ�$O�
+XPDLNDQL�� KHDG� RI� WKH� $O�+XPDL�
NDQL�WULEH�LQ�$O�=DKHU��WKH�FODVKHV�OHIW�
��� WULEHVPHQ� IURP�WKH�GLVWULFW�GHDG��
6HYHQ� IURP� KLV� WULEH� DQG� IRXU� IURP�
WKH�$O�0RQDVDU�WULEH��
$O�$VEDKL� DQG�$O�+XPDLNDQL� VDLG�

WKH\� KDYH� QR� LQIRUPDWLRQ� UHJDUGLQJ�
+RXWKL� FDVXDOWLHV�� DV� GLG� $EX� +DV�
VDQ�� D� +RXWKL� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHH�
PHPEHU� ZKR� ZDV� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH�
FODVKHV��
$O�$VEDKL�VDLG�WKDW�EHIRUH�WKH�GHDO�

ZDV� PDGH� WKHUH� ZDV� D� ³PLVFRQFHS�
WLRQ´� WKDW�+RXWKLV�EUHDN� LQWR�YLOODJ�
HV�� NLOO� SHRSOH�� DQG� GHVWUR\� KRXVHV��
+RZHYHU��KH�VDLG��ZKHQ�³WKH�+RXWKLV�
DQG�WULEHVPHQ�ZHUH�EURXJKW�WRJHWKHU�
WR�KDYH�D�GLDORJXH��WKH\�UHDOL]HG�WKH\�
KDYH� QRWKLQJ� WR� GLVSXWH� DQG� VKRXOG�
XQLWH� LQ� WKHLU� H̆RUWV� WR� ¿JKW�$O�4D�
HGD�´�
+RXWKL�¿JKWHU�$EX�+DVVDQ�VDLG�WKH�

GHDO� IDFLOLWDWHV� WKH� JURXS¶V� ³VHDUFK�
IRU�$O�4DHGD�PLOLWDQWV´�DQG�WKDW�³WKH�
GLVWULFWV�ZLOO�ZLWQHVV�QR�EORRGVKHG�DV�
ORQJ�DV�WKH�WULEHV�DELGH�E\�>WKH�DJUHH�
PHQW@�� EHFDXVH� WKH� FRPPRQ� HQHP\�
ZH�IDFH�LV�$O�4DHGD�´
$O�+XPDLNDQL� DGDPDQWO\� GHQLHG�

DQ\�DVVRFLDWLRQ�WR�$4$3��VD\LQJ�WKDW�

WKH�+RXWKLV�KDYH�DOZD\V�PDGH�FODLPV�
LWV�PLOLWDQWV�DUH�SRVLWLRQHG�WKURXJK�
RXW�$O�%DLGD�� ³:H�KDG� WR�PDNH� WKLV�
GHDO�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURYH�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�QR�
FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�$O�4DHGD�´�KH� VDLG��
³>+RXWKLV@� DUH� DOORZHG� WR� HQWHU� RXU�
GLVWULFW�WR�VHDUFK�IRU�WKHP�´�
7KH� GHDO� JLYHV� QR� VSHFL¿F� GHDG�

OLQH� IRU� +RXWKLV� WR� HQG� WKHLU� PLV�
VLRQ�LQ�$O�=DKHU��EXW�WULEHVPHQ�KDYH�

³DJUHHG�ZLWK�+RXWKLV�WKDW�WKH\�HQWHU�
WKH�GLVWULFW�DQG�VHDUFK� IRU�$O�4DHGD�
IRU�D� IHZ�GD\V� WKHQ�SXOO�EDFN� WR� WKH�
FLW\�´�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$O�+XPDLNDQL�
:KLOH� WKH� DJUHHPHQW� VWLSXODWHV�

WKDW� the Houthis can also enter Al-
Sawma DQG� 0DVZDUDK� GLVWULFWV�� LW�
GRHV� QRW� SHUPLW� WKH� JURXS� WR� HQWHU�
DQ\�RWKHUV��

Continued on page 2

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 16²&ODVKHV�
EURNH�RXW�EHWZHHQ�SRSXODU�FRP�
PLWWHH�PHPEHUV� DQG�6SHFLDO� 6H�
FXULW\� )RUFHV� �66)�� :HGQHVGD\�
PRUQLQJ� LQ� WKH� $O�%RUDLTD� GLV�
WULFW�RI�$GHQ�JRYHUQRUDWH��IROORZ�
LQJ�D�GLVSXWH�RYHU�FKHFNSRLQWV�
7KH� ¿JKWLQJ� WRRN� SODFH� LQ� $O�

+RVZD�DUHD��OHDYLQJ�RQH�SRSXODU�
FRPPLWWHH� PHPEHU� LQMXUHG�� DF�
FRUGLQJ� WR� 1DVVHU� $O�+DZVKDEL��
D� SURPLQHQW� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHH�
PHPEHU�IURP�$E\DQ�ZKR�DUULYHG�
LQ�$GHQ�7XHVGD\�
:LWK� WKH� KHOS� RI� UHLQIRUFH�

PHQWV�IURP�$E\DQ��SRSXODU�FRP�
PLWWHHV� HVWDEOLVKHG� GR]HQV� RI�
FKHFNSRLQWV�7XHVGD\�PRUQLQJ� LQ�
WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH��
$O�+DZVKDEL� FODLPHG� WKHUH�

ZDV� D� PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ� ZKHQ�
SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHH� PHPEHUV�
ZHUH�DVNHG� WR�PRYH� WKHLU�FKHFN�
SRLQW� IDUWKHU� DZD\� IURP� DQ� 66)�
FKHFNSRLQW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�DUHD��$F�
FRUGLQJ�WR�KLP��WKH�SRSXODU�FRP�
PLWWHH� PHPEHUV� WKRXJKW� WKH\�

ZHUH�EHLQJ�WROG�WR�HYDFXDWH�WKHLU�
FKHFNSRLQW�� DQG� EULHI� FODVKHV�
EURNH�RXW��
(DUOLHU� RQ� 0RQGD\�� ¿JKWLQJ�

WRRN�SODFH�EHWZHHQ�SRSXODU�FRP�
PLWWHHV� DQG� 66)�� OHDYLQJ� D� VRO�
GLHU� DQG� WKUHH� SRSXODU� FRPPLW�
WHH� PHPEHUV� GHDG�� DQG� DQRWKHU�
WKUHH�LQMXUHG�IURP�ERWK�VLGHV�
3RSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� ZHUH� HV�

WDEOLVKHG� DW� WKH� HQG� RI� -DQXDU\�
DV� DQ� DQWL�+RXWKL� IRUFH� XQGHU�
WKH� FRQWURO� RI� WKH� 66)��0RKDP�
PDG� 0RVDHG�� ṘFH� PDQDJHU� RI�
WKH� $GHQ� 6HFXULW\� 'HSDUWPHQW��
WROG�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�HDUOLHU�WKLV�
ZHHN� WKDW� WKH� FRPPLWWHHV� ZHUH�
EHLQJ�GLVVROYHG�0RQGD\�PRUQLQJ�
EHFDXVH� ³WKHUH� ZDV� QR� ORQJHU� D�
QHHG�IRU�WKHP�´
)ROORZLQJ� 0RQGD\¶V� FODVKHV��

SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHH� PHPEHUV�
IURP� QHLJKERULQJ� $E\DQ� WUDY�
HOOHG�WR�$GHQ�LQ�VXSSRUW�
³2Q� 0RQGD\� HYHQLQJ� DURXQG�

HLJKW� WKRXVDQG� SRSXODU� FRP�
PLWWHH� PHPEHUV� HQWHUHG� $GHQ�
JRYHUQRUDWH� WR� KHOS� WKH� SRSXODU�
FRPPLWWHHV� LQ�$GHQ�¿JKWLQJ� WKH�

>66)@�´�VDLG�$O�+DZVKDEL��
0RVDHG� FRQ¿UPHG� WR� WKH� <H�

PHQ�7LPHV�RQ�7XHVGD\�WKDW�ODUJH�
QXPEHUV� RI� DUPHG� PHQ� IURP�
$E\DQ� DUULYHG� LQ� $GHQ� 0RQGD\�
HYHQLQJ�� WKRXJK� KH� VDLG� KH� ZDV�
XQVXUH�RI�KRZ�PDQ\�
$O�+DZVKDEL� VDLG� WKH� SRSX�

ODU� FRPPLWWHHV� WRRN� RYHU� PRVW�
RI� WKH� DUHDV� LQ� WKH� JRYHUQRUDWH�
DQG�WKHUH�DUH�QR�FODVKHV�EHWZHHQ�
WKH� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� DQG� WKH�
66)�� DV� WKHUH� ZDV� UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�SRSXODU�FRPPLWWHHV�
DQG�VHFXULW\�SHUVRQQHO�LQ�$GHQ�
³7KH� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� DUH�

QRZ� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� SURWHFWLQJ�
$GHQ� IURP� +RXWKLV� RU� DQ\� DQ�
RWKHU�PLOLWDQWV��VXFK�DV�$O�4DHGD�
>$4$3@�� :H� HUHFWHG� RXU� FKHFN�
SRLQWV�LQ�VHYHUDO�DUHDV�LQVLGH�WKH�
JRYHUQRUDWH� WR� FRQWURO� LW� YHU\�
ZHOO�´�KH�VDLG��
0RVDHG�VDLG�WKH�SRSXODU�FRP�

PLWWHHV�VKRXOG�ZRUN�³VKRXOGHU�WR�
VKRXOGHU´�ZLWK�WKH�VHFXULW\�IRUFHV�
DQG� GHVFULEHG� 0RQGD\¶V� HYHQWV�
DV�D�³GLVSXWH�EHWZHHQ�EURWKHUV�´�
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Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Feb. 18²81�EURNHUHG�
WDONV� DUH� FRQWLQXLQJ�ZLWK� WKH� SDU�
WLFLSDWLRQ� RI� +RXWKL� UHSUHVHQWD�
WLYHV��GHVSLWH�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�RSSR�
VLWLRQ�SDUWLHV�EHLQJ�LJQRUHG�
6XSHUYLVHG�E\�81�6SHFLDO�(QYR\�

WR�<HPHQ�-DPDO�%HQRPDU��QDWLRQDO�
WDONV�ZHUH� UHVXPHG� RQ� )HE�� �� EXW�
KDYH�EHHQ�PDUUHG�E\�GLVDJUHHPHQW��

,VODK�3DUW\�GHOHJDWHV� WKUHDWHQHG�
WR�ZDON�RXW�RI�WKH�VHVVLRQ�RQ�7XHV�
GD\�� 3DUW\� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�0RKDP�
PHG�4DKWDQ�VDLG�KLV�WHDP�KDG�EHHQ�
GHPDQGLQJ�WKH�UHOHDVH�RI�3UHVLGHQW�
$EGX� 5DEX� 0DQVRXU� +DGL� IURP�
KRXVH�DUUHVW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHFHLYH�XU�
JHQW�PHGLFDO�WUHDWPHQW��
³7KH� IDPLO\� RI� 3UHVLGHQW� +DGL�

FDOOHG�RQ�WKH�,VODK�3DUW\�WR�SXVK�IRU�
KLV� UHOHDVH��KLV�KHDOWK� FRQGLWLRQ� LV�

FULWLFDO�´�KH�VDLG��DOWKRXJK�KH�FRXOG�
QRW�SURYLGH�DQ\�GHWDLOV�
)RUPHU�0LQLVWHU� RI� ,QIRUPDWLRQ�

1DGLD� $O�6DNNDI� KDV� DOVR� UDLVHG�
FRQFHUQV� DERXW� WKH� SUHVLGHQW¶V�
KHDOWK� RQ� KHU� WZLWWHU� IHHG�� ³,� YLV�
LWHG� 3UHVLGHQW� +DGL� WRGD\�� KH� KDV�
D�KHDUW�FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�ZDV�TXLWH�LOO��
+H� PXVW� EH� DOORZHG� WR� WUDYHO� IRU�
WUHDWPHQW�´�VKH�ZURWH�RQ�)HE������
6DNNDI� FODLPV� WKH� +RXWKLV� ZLOO�

QRW�DOORZ�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�WR�OHDYH�XQ�
WLO�D�GHDO�LV�UHDFKHG��³HYHQ�LI�KH�GLHV�
GXH�WR�KLV�KHDUW�FRQGLWLRQ�´�
$IWHU�ZDONLQJ� RXW� RI� WKH� FRQIHU�

HQFH�RQ�LWV�RSHQLQJ�GD\��UHSUHVHQ�
WDWLYHV� IURP� WKH� 1DVVHULVW� 3DUW\�
VXVSHQGHG� WKHLU� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� IRU�
D� VHFRQG� WLPH� RQ� 7XHVGD\�� ,Q� D�
VWDWHPHQW� UHOHDVHG� E\� WKH� SDUW\��
LWV�PHPEHUV�GHPDQGHG�WKH�UHOHDVH�
RI� DOO� JRYHUQPHQW� PHPEHUV� IURP�
KRXVH�DUUHVW�DV�D�SUH�FRQGLWLRQ�IRU�
IXUWKHU�GLVFXVVLRQV��
³7KURXJKRXW� VHYHUDO� VHVVLRQV� RI�

GLDORJXH�� ZH� KDYH� VHHQ� QHJRWLD�
WLRQV�WDNLQJ�SODFH�LQ�D�YLFLRXV�FLUFOH�
WKDW� FDQ� QRW� OHDG� WR� SRVLWLYH� RXW�
FRPHV�DQG�ZLOO�RQO\�H[DFHUEDWH�WKH�

H[LVWLQJ�FULVLV�´�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�UHDG��
DGGLQJ�WKDW�1DVVHULVW�GHOHJDWHV�ZLOO�
RQO\�SDUWDNH� LQ� WDONV�EDVHG�RQ� WKH�
)HE�� �� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� RI� WKH�
-RLQW�0HHWLQJ�3DUWLHV��-03���
7KH� -03� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�

LQFOXGH� WKH� LPPHGLDWH� OLIWLQJ� RI�
KRXVH�DUUHVWV��D�JXDUDQWHH�IRU�IUHH�
GRP�RI� H[SUHVVLRQ�� DQG� DQ� HQG� WR�
WKH�DEXVH�RI�SURWHVWRUV��MRXUQDOLVWV�
DQG�DFWLYLVWV�
&DOOLQJ�RQ�1DVVHULVW�GHOHJDWHV�WR�

UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�WDEOH��%HQRPDU¶V�ṘFH�
UHOHDVHG�D�VWDWHPHQW�LQ�UHVSRQVH�RQ�
7XHVGD\� HYHQLQJ�� UHLWHUDWLQJ� WKDW�
³WKH�ORQH�UHIHUHQFH�IRU�QHJRWLDWLRQV�
LV�WKH�*XOI�,QLWLDWLYH�DQG�RXWFRPHV�
RI� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� 'LDORJXH� &RQIHU�
HQFH� �1'&��� DQG� WKH� 3HDFH� DQG�
1DWLRQDO� 3DUWQHUVKLS� $JUHHPHQW��
DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�81�6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO¶V�
UHVROXWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�<HPHQ�´
%HQRPDU� GHHPHG� WKH� +RXWKLV¶�

FRQVWLWXWLRQDO� GHFODUDWLRQ� RI� )HE��
�� XQLODWHUDO� DQG� WKHUHIRUH� LOOHJLWL�
PDWH�� DQG� VDLG� LW� ZLOO� QRW� EH� LQ�
FOXGHG� ZLWKLQ� WKH� IUDPHZRUN� RI�
QHJRWLDWLRQV��

Continued on page 2

National talks to continue despite deadlock

1DWLRQDO�WDONV�DW�WKH�0RYHQSLFN�+RWHO�LQ�6DQD¶D��RYHUVHHQ�E\�81�6SH�
FLDO�(QYR\�-DPDO�%HQRPDU� �FHQWHU� OHIW���KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�GHVSLWH�RS�
SRVLWLRQ�SDUW\�GHPDQGV�EHLQJ�LJQRUHG��7KH�+RXWKLV�LQVLVW�DQ\�DJUHH�
PHQWV�PXVW�DELGH�E\�WKHLU�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�GHFODUDWLRQ�RI�)HE����
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3RSXODU�FRPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV�IURP�QHLJKERULQJ�$E\DQ�KDYH�DUULYHG�LQ�$GHQ�JRYHUQRUDWH�
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Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 18—Houthis de-
PROLVKHG� ¿YH� KRXVHV� EHORQJLQJ� WR�
,VODK� 3DUW\� VXSSRUWHUV� LQ� $UKDE�
GLVWULFW� RQ� 7XHVGD\� DQG� :HGQHV-
GD\��IROORZLQJ�D�GLVSXWH�RYHU�D�ORFDO�
water well that left three Houthis 
dead. 
$�SURPLQHQW�,VODK�PHPEHU�IURP�

WKH� DUHD�� ZKR� SUHIHUUHG� WR� UHPDLQ�
DQRQ\PRXV��VDLG�WKH�KRXVHV�WDUJHW-
HG�ZHUH�LQ�$O�-DQDGUD�YLOODJH��³7KH�
RWKHU�UHVLGHQWV�>RI�$O�-DQDGUD@�DUH�
ZDLWLQJ� IRU� WKH� +RXWKLV� WR� ERPE�
WKHLU�KRXVHV�DV�ZHOO��VLQFH�WKH\�WRRN�
FRQWURO� RI� WKH� GLVWULFW� QR� RQH� FDQ�
stop them,” he said. 
2QH�RI�WKH�SURSHUWLHV�GHPROLVKHG�

EHORQJV�WR�0RKVHQ�'DED��DQ�,VODKL�

VKHLNK� ZKR� LV� ZHOO�NQRZQ� LQ� WKH�
DUHD�� )DPLOLHV� ZHUH� HYDFXDWHG� EH-
IRUHKDQG�DQG�QR�RQH�ZDV�NLOOHG� LQ�
WKH� H[SORVLRQV�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� ORFDO�
sources. 
0HPEHUV� RI� WKH�+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO�

2̇FH�FODLPHG�WR�EH�XQDZDUH�RI�WKH�
LQFLGHQW�� EXW� 0DEURRN� 4XVDLOD�� D�
+RXWKL�VKHLNK�EDVHG�LQ�$UKDE��VDLG�
WKH�GHPROLWLRQV�ZHUH� LQ� UHWDOLDWLRQ�
IRU�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�WKUHH�RI�WKH�JURXS¶V�
SRSXODU�FRPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV�
)LJKWLQJ� EURNH� RXW� RQ� 7XHVGD\�

ZKHQ�ZRUN�RQ�D�ZHOO� LQ� WKH�YLOODJH�
ZDV�SUHYHQWHG��:KHQ�SRSXODU�FRP-
PLWWHH� PHPEHUV� LQWHUYHQHG�� WKH\�
ZHUH�DWWDFNHG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�4XVDLOD�
³,�GRQ¶W�FRQGRQH�ERPELQJ�KRXVHV�

RU�NLOOLQJ�SHRSOH��,�WULHG�JHWWLQJ�$U-
KDE¶V�VKHLNKV�WRJHWKHU�IRU�D�PHHWLQJ�

WR�VROYH�WKH�GLVSXWH��EXW� LW�ZDV�WRR�
late,” he said. 
+LPLDU� $O�6RKDLQL�� D� UHVLGHQW� RI�

$O�-DQDGUD�� VD\V� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ� LQ�
WKH�YLOODJH�LV�XQSUHGLFWDEOH�DQG�WKDW�
KLV� QHLJKERUV� DUH� ZDU\� RI� IXUWKHU�
UHSHUFXVVLRQV� IURP� WKH� +RXWKLV��
³0RVW�IDPLOLHV�ZHUHQ¶W�DEOH�WR�VOHHS�
RQ�7XHVGD\�EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� YRODWLOH�
VLWXDWLRQ�´�KH�VDLG��
$O�6RKDLQL� LV� RQH� RI� D� QXPEHU�

RI� GLVSODFHG� UHVLGHQWV�� KDYLQJ� OHIW�
WKH�DUHD�IRU�KLV�FRXVLQ¶V�KRXVH�LQ�D�
QHDUE\�YLOODJH��
'HPROLWLRQV� ZHUH� D� FRPPRQ�

VLJKW� LQ� $UKDE� GXULQJ� FODVKHV� EH-
WZHHQ� WULEDO� PLOLWLDV� DQG� +RXWKLV�
WKHUH� ODVW� \HDU�� EHIRUH� +RXWKLV�
IRUFHV�FODLPHG�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�DUHD�LQ�
PLG�'HFHPEHU��

Al-Jawf tribesmen close
JRYHUQRU¶V�ṘFH

$� VFUHHQVKRW� IURP� D� YLGHR� SXUSRUWLQJ� WR� VKRZ�RQH� RI� WKH� ¿YH� KRXVHV� LQ�$UKDE� GHPROLVKHG� E\� WKH�
+RXWKLV��$UKDE�H[SHULHQFHG�VLPLODU�LQFLGHQWV�ODVW�\HDU��XQWLO�+RXWKLV�FODLPHG�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�GLVWULFW�LQ�
'HFHPEHU��
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Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 18²'R]HQV� RI�
WULEHVPHQ� FORVHG� WKH� JRYHUQRU¶V�
ṘFH� LQ� $O�-DZI� RQ� 7XHVGD\� LQ�
SURWHVW� RYHU� SODQV� WR� UHSODFH� WKH�
JRYHUQRUDWH¶V� KLJKHVW� UDQNLQJ�
PLOLWDU\�ṘFLDO��%ULJDGLHU�$GHO�$O�
4XPDLUL��
$O�-DZI¶V�JRYHUQRU��+XVVHLQ�$O�

$ZDGKL�� ZDV� DSSRLQWHG� E\� 3UHVL-
GHQW�+DGL� RQ�'HF�� ���� ������ DQG�
LV� DFFXVHG� E\� ORFDO� WULEHVPHQ� RI�
EHLQJ�SUR�+RXWKL��
%DVHG�LQ�WKH�FDSLWDO�6DQD¶D��$O�

$ZDGKL� KDV� \HW� WR� WUDYHO� WR� $O�
-DZI� DQG� ZDV� QRW� SUHVHQW� DW� WKH�
SURWHVWV�� +RZHYHU�� LQ� D� VKRZ� RI�
GH¿DQFH�WKH�WULEHVPHQ�FORVHG�KLV�
ORFDO�ṘFH�IRU�WZR�KRXUV�RQ�7XHV-
GD\�PRUQLQJ�DQG�ZDUQHG�DOO� HP-
SOR\HHV�� LQ�DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH�JRYHU-
QRU�KLPVHOI��QRW�WR�HQWHU��
³$O�-DZI�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�D�JRYHU-

QRU��DQG�ZH�ZLOO�QRW�DOORZ�KLP�WR�
HQWHU� $O�-DZI� EHFDXVH�ZH� GR� QRW�
KDYH� D� JRYHUQPHQW� >LQ� 6DQD¶D@�
WKDW� FDQ�PDNH�DSSRLQWPHQWV� DQG�
FKDQJHV�´�VDLG�6KHLNK�%DVKD�$WLD��
GHSXW\� KHDG� RI� $O�-DZI� 7ULEDO�
)HGHUDWLRQ�
$� VHQLRU� VRXUFH� IURP� WKH�0LQ-

LVWU\� RI� 'HIHQVH�� VSHDNLQJ� WR� WKH�
<HPHQ�7LPHV�RQ�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�DQR-
Q\PLW\�� VDLG� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� WR� UH-
SODFH�$O�4XPDLUL�ZDV�PDGH�E\�WKH�
SUHVLGHQF\� RI� WKH� DUP\¶V�*HQHUDO�
6WD̆��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�JRYHUQRU��
³+RXWKLV� FRQWURO� JRYHUQPHQW�

DQG�PXFK�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\²EXW�WKH�
GHFLVLRQ� ZDV� OHJDO�´� WKH� VRXUFH�
VDLG�� +H� GLG� QRW� VD\� ZK\� $O�4X-
PDLUL�ZDV�EHLQJ�UHSODFHG��RU�ZKR�
ZRXOG�EH�WDNLQJ�KLV�SRVLWLRQ�
6ROGLHUV� IURP� WKH� ���WK� ,QIDQ-

WU\� %ULJDGH�� XQGHU� $O�4XPDLUL¶V�
FRQWURO�� DUH� ODUJHO\� DJDLQVW� KLP�
EHLQJ� UHSODFHG�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� RQH�

RI� WKH�EULJDGH¶V�VROGLHUV��+XVVHLQ�
$O�.KDGUL��
7KH����WK�,QIDQWU\�%ULJDGH�ZDV�

formed out of the popular com-
PLWWHHV� LQ� $O�-DZI�� ZKLFK� ZHUH�
FUHDWHG� IROORZLQJ� WKH� ����� XSULV-
LQJ�� 7KHLU� PHPEHUV� ZHUH� JUDGX-
DOO\� DEVRUEHG� LQWR� WKH� DUP\�� DQG�
ZHUH� LQYROYHG� LQ� ¿JKWLQJ� DJDLQVW�
WKH�+RXWKLV�LQ�������
6ROGLHUV� DOVR� DFFXVH� WKH� JRY-

HUQRU� RI� EORFNLQJ� WKHLU� VDODULHV�
IRU� WKH� ODVW� WKUHH� PRQWKV�� ³:H�
VWRSSHG� JHWWLQJ� RXU� VDODULHV� LQ�
1RYHPEHU�� 7KH� QHZ� JRYHUQRU�
KDVQ¶W�DGGUHVVHG�WKH�LVVXH�DQG�ZH�
DUH�VWLOO�QRW�JHWWLQJ�SDLG�´�VDLG�$O�
.KDGUL��
7KH�0LQLVWU\�RI�'HIHQVH�VRXUFH�

FODLPV�VDODULHV�KDYH�EHHQ�GHOD\HG�
EHFDXVH� WKH� SURFHVV� RI� WXUQLQJ�

SRSXODU�FRPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV�LQWR�
VROGLHUV� ZDV� QHYHU� PDGH� ṘFLDO��
which requires that each is allo-
FDWHG� SHUVRQDO� ,'� QXPEHUV� KHOG�
E\�DOO�SXEOLF�VHFWRU�HPSOR\HHV��
*RYHUQPHQW� DXWKRULW\� UHPDLQV�

ZHDN� LQ� $O�-DZI�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR�
0DENKRRW� 0RKDPPHG�� D� MRXU-
QDOLVW� EDVHG� LQ� WKH� JRYHUQRUDWH��
FHQWUDO� DUHDV� WKDW� LQFOXGH� WKH�
FDSLWDO�FLW\�DUH�XQGHU�WKH�VZD\�RI�
ORFDO� WULEHVPHQ� RSSRVHG� WR� WKH�
Houthis.
,QWHUPLWWHQW� FODVKHV� EHWZHHQ�

+RXWKLV� DQG� WULEHVPHQ� LQ� $O�
-DZI��ZKLFK�EURNH�RXW�LQ�$SULO�DQG�
$XJXVW� RI� ������ KDYH� QRW� ÀDUHG�
XS�VLQFH�WKH�JURXS�WRRN�6DQD¶D�RQ�
6HSW�� ����+RXWKL� FRQWURO� UHPDLQV�
FRQ¿QHG� WR� $O�6DIUD� DUHD� LQ� WKH�
ZHVW�RI�$O�-DZI��

Khalid Al-Karimi 

SANA’A, Feb. 17²7KH� +DGUDP-
RXW� 7ULEDO� )HGHUDWLRQ� LV� ZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK�ORFDO�VHFXULW\�IRUFHV��FLYLO�VRFL-
HW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG�FRXQWHUSDUWV�
LQ� 6KDEZD� JRYHUQRUDWH� WR� IRUP� D�
&RRUGLQDWLQJ� 6HFXULW\� &RPPLWWHH��
PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�IHGHUDWLRQ�UHSRUWHG�
7XHVGD\�
7KH� +DGUDPRXW� 7ULEDO� )HGHUD-

WLRQ²DQ�DOOLDQFH�RI�OHDGHUV�IURP�WKH�
JRYHUQRUDWH¶V� ���� WULEHV� WKDW� ZDV�
IRUPHG� LQ�����²FRQYHQHG�D�PHHW-
LQJ� LQ� :DGL� 1DNKE� RQ� 0RQGD\� WR�
GLVFXVV� WKH� IRUPDWLRQ� RI� D� XQLWHG�
VHFXULW\� DSSDUDWXV� DQG� FORVHU� WLHV�
EHWZHHQ�6KDEZD�DQG�+DGUDPRXW�
6RFRWUD�� DQ� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� GLYL-

VLRQ�RI�+DGUDPRXW�XQWLO�JUDQWHG�DX-
WRQRP\�LQ�������KDV�EHHQ�LQFOXGHG�
LQ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQV��DV�KDYH�D�QXPEHU�
RI� ORFDO� FLYLO� VRFLHW\� RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
such as the Hadramout Future 
)URQW�DQG�WKH�+DGUDPL�/HDJXH�
6DOHK� $O�'ZDLOD�� D� VSRNHVSHUVRQ�

IRU� WKH� IHGHUDWLRQ�� VDLG� WKH� FRP-
PLWWHH�LV�EHLQJ�IRUPHG�³WR�PDLQWDLQ�
VHFXULW\�LQ�+DGUDPRXW�DQG�6KDEZD�
LQ� FRRSHUDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� VHFXULW\�
DXWKRULWLHV�´� FDOOLQJ� LW� D� ³QHFHVVDU\�
VWHS´�LQ�<HPHQ¶V�FXUUHQW�FULVLV��
$�SUHSDUDWRU\�FRXQFLO�� FRPSRVHG�

RI� ��� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� IURP� ERWK�
+DGUDPRXW�DQG�6KDEZD��LV�FXUUHQW-
O\�EHLQJ�FUHDWHG� WR�RYHUVHH� WKH� IRU-
PDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&RRUGLQDWLQJ�6HFXULW\�
&RPPLWWHH�� VDLG� 6DOHK� $O�%DKVPL��
D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�+DGUDPRXW�7ULEDO�
)HGHUDWLRQ��
$O�'ZDLOD� VDLG� WKH� VHFXULW\� FRP-

PLWWHH¶V� SULPDU\� WDVNV� ZLOO� LQFOXGH�
FULPH� SUHYHQWLRQ�� GLVSXWH� UHVROX-

WLRQ�� DQG� VKDULQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ� EH-
WZHHQ� DXWKRULWLHV� LQ� +DGUDPRXW�
DQG� 6KDEZD�� ³:H� KDYH� QRWKLQJ� WR�
GR�ZLWK�6DQD¶D��:H�KDYH�WR�GHSHQG�
RQ�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�SURWHFW�RXU�JRYHU-
QRUDWHV�´�KH�VDLG��
6RXWKHUQ�0RYHPHQW�PHPEHUV� LQ�

WKH�JRYHUQRUDWHV�KDYH�SXW�WKHLU�VXS-
SRUW�EHKLQG�WKH�LQLWLDWLYH��DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�DQ�DFWLYLVW�ZLWK�WKH�JURXS��+XVVH-
LQ�%DVKXDLE��³:H�GR�QRW�RSSRVH�WKH�
>IRUPDWLRQ�RI�D�VHFXULW\�FRPPLWWHH@��
ZH�ZDQW�ZKDW� LV�EHVW� IRU� WKH� VRXWK�
DQG�LWV�SHRSOH�´�KH�VDLG��
$� VRXUFH� IURP� WKH� )LUVW� 0LOLWDU\�

&RPPDQG�� VSHDNLQJ� RQ� FRQGLWLRQ�
RI� DQRQ\PLW\�� VDLG� WKH� FRPPLWWHH�
ZRXOG� SOD\� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� SDUW� LQ�
³RYHUFRPLQJ� VHFXULW\� SUREOHPV� LQ�

WKH�JRYHUQRUDWHV�´
7KH�JRYHUQRU�RI�+DGUDPRXW��$GHO�

%DKXPDLG�� KDV� DOVR� ZHOFRPHG� WKH�
PRYH�� 6SHDNLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� 0XNDOOD-
6WDU�QHZV�ZHEVLWH��KH�VDLG��³:H�FRQ-
JUDWXODWH� WKH� +DGUDPRXW� WULEHV� RQ�
WKH� VXFFHVV�RI� WKH� FRQIHUHQFH«�:H�
FRPPHQG�WKHLU�VLQFHUH�DWWHPSWV� WR�
LQVWLOO� WRJHWKHUQHVV�� VRFLDO� LQWHJUD-
WLRQ��DQG�WR�GHHSHQ�WKH�ERQGV�RI�RXU�
QHLJKERULQJ�JRYHUQRUDWHV�´
7KH�+DGUDPRXW�7ULEDO�)HGHUDWLRQ�

HVWDEOLVKHG� D� ³:LVH� 3HRSOH� &RP-
PLWWHH´� ODVW�6HSWHPEHU� LQ� UHVSRQVH�
WR� +RXWKL� DGYDQFHV� RQ� WKH� FDSLWDO�
6DQD¶D�� $OWKRXJK� OHVV� H[SDQVLYH�
WKDQ� WKH� FXUUHQW� LQLWLDWLYH�� LW� ZDV�
DOVR�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�PDLQWDLQLQJ�OR-
FDO�VHFXULW\�LQ�WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH�

Hadramout Tribal 
Federation calls for regional 
security apparatus

7ULEHVPHQ�JDWKHUHG�LQ�:DGL�1DNKE�WR�GLVFXVV�FORVHU�VHFXULW\�FRRUGL-
QDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�+DGUDPRXW�DQG�6KDEZD��
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7ULEHVPHQ� EODPH� *RYHUQRU� $O�$ZDGKL�� ZKR� WKH\� YLHZ� DV� SUR�
+RXWKL��IRU�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�UHSODFH�%ULJDGLHU�$O�4XPDLUL��SLFWXUHG��

Brief clashes in 
Aden as popular 
committees set up 
checkpoints
³,W� LV� QRUPDO� WKDW� GLVSXWHV� KDS-
SHQ��EXW�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�
is that the purpose of the popular 
FRPPLWWHHV�LV�QRW�WR�EH�DJDLQVW�VH-
FXULW\�SHUVRQQHO�� UDWKHU� WKH\�KDYH�
WKH�VDPH�SXUSRVH²WR�SURWHFW�$GHQ�
IURP�DQ\�DVVDXOW�´
0RQGD\� HYHQLQJ� D�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�

FRQYHQHG� E\� WKH� JRYHUQRUV� DQG�
VHFXULW\� ṘFLDOV� RI� $GHQ�� $E\DQ�
DQG� /DKM�� 7ZR� FRPPLWWHHV� ZHUH�
IRUPHG�� 2QH� WR� LQYHVWLJDWH� WKH�
FODVKHV� WKDW� WRRN� SODFH� RQ� 0RQ-
GD\��DQG�DQRWKHU�IRU�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ� WKH� 66)� DQG� WKH� SRSXODU�
committees.
7KH� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ� FRPPLWWHH�

FRQVLVWV�RI�%ULJDGLHU�0RVDHG��%ULJ-
DGLHU�$KPHG�$O�0RJKQL��WKH�FKLHI�
RI�VWD̆�RI�WKH�66)�LQ�$GHQ��%ULJD-
GLHU� $KPHG� $O�0DVDEL�� GHSXW\� RI�

WKH� 3ROLWLFDO� 6HFXULW\� %XUHDX� LQ�
$GHQ�� &RORQHO� 0DK\RRE� 0RKVHQ��
PDQDJHU� RI� PLOLWDU\� LQWHOOLJHQFH�
IRU� WKH�)RXUWK�0LOLWDU\�&RPPDQG�
�VWDWLRQHG� LQ� $GHQ��� DQG� $KPHG�
$O�0DLVDUL��VXSHUYLVRU�RI�WKH�SRSX-
ODU�FRPPLWWHHV�LQ�$GHQ�
2QH� RI� WKH� SULPDU\� GXWLHV� RI�

WKH� UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ� FRPPLWWHH� LV� WR�
facilitate the release of those de-
WDLQHG� RQ� 0RQGD\�� 7KLV� LQFOXGHV�
DURXQG� ���� VROGLHUV� GHWDLQHG� E\�
WKH� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� DQG� WHQ�
SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV� KHOG�
E\�WKH�66)��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�0RVDHG��
³7KH� GHWDLQHHV� IURP� ERWK� VLGHV�

KDYH�QRW�EHHQ� IUHHG� DV� WKH� UHFRQ-
FLOLDWLRQ� FRPPLWWHH� KDV� QRW� GRQH�
DQ\WKLQJ� \HW�´�$EGXODWHHI�$O�6DLG��
D� PHPEHU� RI� WKH� FRPPLWWHH�� VDLG�
:HGQHVGD\� DIWHUQRRQ�� $O�6DLG� LV�
WKH�KHDG�RI�$E\DQ¶V�SRSXODU�FRP-
PLWWHHV� DQG� DUULYHG� LQ� $GHQ� RQ�
0RQGD\��
$O�+DZVKDEL� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW�

DURXQG� ���� 66)� VROGLHUV�ZHUH� DU-
UHVWHG� RQ�0RQGD\� E\� WKH� SRSXODU�
FRPPLWWHHV�� ��� VROGLHUV� IURP� $O�

$ODP� FKHFNSRLQW�� ZKLFK� LV� RQ� WKH�
ERUGHU� EHWZHHQ� $GHQ� DQG� $E\DQ��
���IURP�WKH�KHDGTXDUWHUV�RI�$GHQ�
79� FKDQQHO�� ��� IURP� WKH� /RFDO�
&RXQFLO� KHDGTXDUWHUV�� DQG� RWKHUV�
IURP�YDULRXV�FKHFNSRLQWV�WKURXJK-
RXW�WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� $O�+DZVKDEL�� WKH�

SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� LQ�$GHQ�KDYH�
GR]HQV� RI� SULYDWH� KRXVHV� ZKHUH�
WKH\�DUH�KROGLQJ�WKH�VROGLHUV�

Agreement 
accelerates Houthi 
control over Al-
Baida
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� $O�$VEDKL�� WKHVH� DUH�
WKH� RQO\� GLVWULFWV� RYHU� ZKLFK� WKH�
+RXWKLV�KDYH�QR�FRQWURO��DQG�ZKHQ�
WKH�+RXWKLV� HQWHU� WKHP� WKH\� ³ZLOO�
ZLWQHVV� QR� FRQIURQWDWLRQV�� LQ� DF-
FRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�GHDO�´
2Q�)HE����WKH�+RXWKLV�WRRN�FRQ-

WURO� RI� WKH� GLVWULFWV� RI� 'KL� 1DHP�
DQG� 6KDULD�� 7KH� WDNHRYHU� FDPH�
IROORZLQJ�GD\V�RI�¿JKWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�
+RXWKLV��EDFNHG�E\�WKH�DUP\��DQG�
WULEHVPHQ�IURP�WKRVH�GLVWULFWV�ZKR�
ZHUH�DOOHJHGO\�EDFNHG�E\�$4$3��$W�
OHDVW����GLHG�IURP�ERWK�VLGHV�LQ�WKH�
FRQÀLFW�
$EX�+DVVDQ� VDLG� WKDW�ZKLOH� WKH�

+RXWKLV�FRQWURO�6KDULD��³RQFH�LQ�D�
ZKLOH´� VNLUPLVKHV� EUHDN� RXW� ZLWK�
$4$3�PLOLWDQWV�� ³:H� VWLOO� IDFH� UH-
VLVWDQFH� IURP� $O�4DHGD�� ZKR� ÀHG�
IURP�6KDULD�WR�<DNOD�´�KH�VDLG��UH-
IHUULQJ�WR�WKH�VXE�GLVWULFW�RI�5DGD¶D�
GLVWULFW�� ORQJ�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�$4$3�
VWURQJKROG�
2Q� )HE�� ���:DOLG� $O�'DLODPL�� D�

+RXWKL� OHDGHU� LQ�5DGD¶D� FLW\�� WROG�
WKH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� WKDW� WKHLU� QH[W�
REMHFWLYH�ZDV�D�SXVK�WRZDUGV�<DN-
la. 
$OWKRXJK�5DGD¶D�GLVWULFW²ZKHUH�

<DOND�LV�ORFDWHG²LV�QRW�LQFOXGHG�LQ�
WKH� DJUHHPHQW�� $EX� +DVVDQ� FRQ-
¿UPHG� WKH� JURXS¶V� JRDO� LV� VWLOO� WR�
LQYDGH�<DNOD��³SXUJLQJ´�LW�RI�$4$3��
+H�VDLG�WKH\�ZLOO�GR�WKLV�RQFH�WKH\�

KDYH� HQWHUHG�$O�6DZPD�DQG�0DV-
warah.

National talks to 
continue despite 
deadlock

$EGXOPDOLN� $O�)XKDLGL�� HGLWRU�
LQ�FKLHI� RI� WKH� *HQHUDO� 3HRSOH¶V�
&RQJUHVV¶� �*3&�� PRXWKSLHFH� $O�
0RWDPDU�1HW��VDLG�WKH�*3&�LV�VWLOO�
SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� LQ� QHJRWLDWLRQV� ³EH-
FDXVH� WKH� FRXQWU\� LV� LQ� D� FULWLFDO�
VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�DOO�SDUWLHV�PXVW�¿QG�
D�ZD\�RXW�RI�WKH�FXUUHQW�FULVLV�´
5HJDUGLQJ� WKH� FRQWLQXHG�GHWHQ-

WLRQ� RI� 3UHVLGHQW�+DGL� DQG�PHP-
EHUV� RI� &DELQHW�� $O�)XKDLGL� FODUL-
¿HG�KLV�SDUW\¶V�RSSRVLWLRQ��VD\LQJ��
³IRUPHU� 3UHVLGHQW� $OL� $EGXOODK�
6DOHK��KHDG�RI�WKH�*3&��VDLG�LQ�DQ�
LQWHUYLHZ� WZR� GD\V� DJR� WKDW� WKH�
*3&�RSSRVHV�WKH�>LOOHJLWLPDWH@�GH-
WHQWLRQ�RI�DQ\�<HPHQL�QDWLRQDO��EH�
LW�3UHVLGHQW�+DGL�RU�DQ\RQH�HOVH�´

+XVVHLQ� $O�%XNKDLWL�� D� SURPL-
QHQW� +RXWKL� DFWLYLVW�� WROG� WKH� <H-
PHQ� 7LPHV� WKDW� DQ\� QHJRWLDWLRQV�
RXJKW� WR� EH� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� JURXS¶V�
)HE����GHFODUDWLRQ��
³7KH� WHUPV� RI� WKH� GHFODUDWLRQ�

UHSUHVHQW� WKH� JRDOV� RI� WKH� �����
UHYROXWLRQ�DQG�WKH�6HSW�����>����@�
UHYROXWLRQ�DQG�VKRXOGQ¶W�EH�REMHFW-
HG�WR�E\�SDUWLHV�WKDW�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�
WKH� UHYROXWLRQ� DJDLQVW� WKH� IRUPHU�
UHJLPH� RI� 6DOHK�´� KH� VDLG�� DGGLQJ�
WKDW� KRXVH� DUUHVWV� DUH� D� ³SUHFDX-
WLRQDU\�PHDVXUH´� WDNHQ� WR� SURWHFW�
WKH� UHYROXWLRQ�� DQG� WKDW�3UHVLGHQW�
+DGL�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�SUHYHQWHG�IURP�
WUDYHOOLQJ� LI� ³YHUL¿HG� LQIRUPDWLRQ´�
UHJDUGLQJ�KLV�KHDOWK�LV�SURYLGHG�
:KLOH� SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� LQ� QDWLRQDO�

WDONV�� WKH� +RXWKLV� DQQRXQFHG� WKH�
PHPEHUV� RI� LWV� ���PHPEHU� 5HYR-
OXWLRQDU\� &RPPLWWHH� RQ� 0RQGD\��
+HDGHG� E\� 0RKDPPDG� $OL� $O�
+RXWKL�� WKH� FRPPLWWHH� LV� WDVNHG�
ZLWK� RYHUVHHLQJ� WKH� FUHDWLRQ� RI� D�
����PHPEHU�1DWLRQDO�7UDQVLWLRQDO�
&RXQFLO� DQG� D� ¿YH�PHPEHU� 3UHVL-
GHQWLDO�&RXQFLO�
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Bombings return to Arhab district 
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

A s security continues 
to deteriorate in Ye-
men, many of the 
country’s remaining 
Jews may once again 

entertain the thought of leaving 
and resettling in safer countries. 

On Jan. 21, Robin and Ishaq, 
two Yemeni Jews living in Sana’a, 
were beaten while buying grocer-
ies in the Old City, according to 
Yousef Habib, one of the few re-
maining Jewish rabbis left in the 
city. The attackers were allegedly 
popular committee members of the 
Houthis, also known as Ansar Al-
lah. 

“They were approached near Bab 
Al-Yemen as they were leaving the 
city by two men, who noticed them 
because of their Payot,” said Habib. 
Payot are long twisted locks of hair 
worn by observant Jewish men of 
all backgrounds. “The two men 
stopped them and ordered that 
they praise the prophet Muham-
mad, however the two refused. As 
a result they were then publically 
beaten, and had their possessions 
FRQ¿VFDWHG�´
,W� ZDVQ¶W� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� -HZV� LQ�

Sana’a had experienced such at-
tacks. In 2012, Aaron Zindani, a 
Yemeni Jew living in Sana’a, was 
stabbed to death at a local market 
while with his children.  

Although being Jewish in Ye-
men has long posed problems for 
the country’s small community, 
Habib says those who remain have 
become increasingly fearful since 
the Houthi takeover of Sana’a and 
other parts of the country in recent 
months. “Most of Yemen’s Jews 
live in Sana’a and Amran, both ar-
HDV�QRZ�¿UPO\�XQGHU�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�
Ansar Allah,” he said. “Many of us 
are thinking of leaving and going to 
Israel, like others have done previ-
ously.” 

Fadl Abu Taleb, a member of the 
+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D��
denied the Houthis had anything to 
do with the attack, and asserted un-
der Houthi control Jews in Yemen 
would be able to live and operate 
freely as any other Yemeni citizen. 
“Our problems are with Zionism 
and the occupation of Palestine,” 
he said. “But Jews here have noth-
ing to fear.”

Despite insistence by Houthi 
leaders that the movement is not 
sectarian, Habib says many Jews 
DUH� WHUUL¿HG� E\� WKH� PRYHPHQW¶V�
slogan, which reads: “God is great, 
death to America, death to Israel, 

damn the Jews, victory for Islam.” 
“Many of us are originally from 

Sa’ada [governorate], the tradition-
al homeland of the Houthis, and 
we know them all to well,” he said. 
³0DQ\�RI�XV�FDPH�WR�6DQD¶D�ÀHHLQJ�
Ansar Allah, now it’s like they’ve 
followed us here.”

Forty-six of Yemen’s Jews live in 
Tourist City, a walled compound 
housing foreign aid workers, dip-
lomats and others working in the 
oil sectors located near the US em-
bassy in Sana’a’s Sawan district. 
Another 48 live near Raida city in 
Amran governorate. Most choose 
to remain isolated, avoiding going 
out in public for fear of harassment 
and discrimination by their Muslim 
neighbors. 

Most of those in Tourist City are 
former residents of Sa’ada, and are 
recent arrivals in Sana’a, having 
ÀHG�WKH�YLROHQFH�WKDW�UHVXOWHG�IURP�
the government’s various wars and 
campaign against the Houthis be-
tween 2004 and 2010. “My house 
in Sa’ada was bombed by govern-
ment forces in 2006, so I came 
here,” said Habib.

Haboub Salem Mousa, 36, also 
lives in Tourist City and migrated 
along with Habib and others from 
Sa’ada in 2006. According to him, 
he and other Jews were not just 
ÀHHLQJ� WKH� IDOORXW� RI�ZDU�� EXW� DOVR�
the active discrimination they 
faced from the Houthis. “Houthis 
pursued us everywhere we went,” 
he said. “Attacks and even forced 
conversions were common in that 
time.” Various news reports from 
�����FRQ¿UP�WKH�W\SH�RI�WUHDWPHQW�
Jews received at the hands of the 
Houthis. In 2009, the US State De-
partment evacuated 100 Yemeni 
Jews to the United States where 
they were granted refugee status. 

“It was a very traumatizing ex-
perience,” said Mousa, describing 
KLV� H[SHULHQFH� ÀHHLQJ� WR� 6DQD¶D��
“Even after arriving here [Sana’a] 
we didn’t feel safe mixing with the 
local population. The government 
lets us live in Tourist city, away 
from prying eyes.” 

Beginning in 2009, the Jews of 
Tourist City were provided month-
ly stipends by Yemen’s government 
including rations of oil, sugar and 
other basic goods, a program that 
was temporarily put on hold for 
eight months in 2012 because of the 
economic crisis the country faced 
following Yemen’s 2011 uprising. 
The aid has now since resumed. 

In order to avoid harassment in 
the instances where he does leave 
the compound, Mousa has shaved 
his side-locks, a tradition observed 
by pious Jewish men of all back-
JURXQGV�� ³:KHQ� ,� ¿UVW� DUULYHG� LQ�
Sana’a, I still had my locks,” he 
said. “However, people recognized 
me as a Jew right away, and would 
shout and harass me in the street,” 
he added. “So I decided to get rid of 
them. I’m not happy about it, but it 
was necessary.”

Despite the hardships he faces, 
Mousa says he does not intend on 
leaving Yemen, and will remain 
here the rest of his life. “Most of 
us [Yemeni Jews] have left, but I 
won’t. This is my country, I’ll die 
here.”

According to Al-Yahoodi Al-Hali 
(the Nice Jew), written by Ali Al-
Muqri, a popular Yemeni scholar 
and author from Taiz, Yemen’s 
Jewish population at one point 
numbered almost 50,000. “Many 
Yemeni Jews lived in various re-
gions in the country’s north and 
south, including Sana’a, Aden, and 
Tarim, however many traveled to 
Israel following the 1948 United 
Nations partition plan,” the book 
reads. 

Nearly 45,000 of those Jews 
were airlifted out of the country 
and moved to Israel a year later 
in 1949 in an operation known as 
Operation Magic Carpet, organized 
by local Yemeni authorities, the 
British government and the Jew-
ish Agency. The Jewish Agency is 
DQ� ,VUDHOL� QRQ�SUR¿W� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
that sponsors Jewish migration, or 
“Aliyah” to Israel. Since then, vari-
ous smaller waves of Yemeni Jews 
leaving the country have taken 
place, traveling to Israel, the Unit-
ed States and the United Kingdom, 
often seeking refugee status. 

Approximately 48 other Jews 
live in the village of Bayt Harash, 
just outside Raida city, the capital 
of Raida district in Yemen’s Am-
ran governorate. Yahya Yaqoub is a 
Hebrew teacher and father of four 
who teaches at a private Jewish 
school in Bayt Harash. He claims 
that in his village Jews face simi-
lar discrimination as is witnessed 
by those in Sana’a and Sa’ada. “I 
KDYHQ¶W�FXW�R̆�P\�ORFNV��KRZHYHU�,�
hide them underneath my Imamah 
[Yemeni headscarf] whenever I go 
outside,” he said. “If I don’t, people 
might identify me as a Jew. If that 
happens, who knows, anything 
could happen.”

Several years ago the school had 
about 20 students, he said. Now 
that number has dropped to seven, 
as the number of Jews living and 
working in the area has dropped 
GXH� WR� SHRSOH� ÀHHLQJ� WKH� FRXQWU\��
Parents of the students avoid send-
ing them to public schools he says, 
for fear of the harassment they 
ZRXOG�IDFH�IURP�VWXGHQWV�DQG�VWD̆��

“Legally, Jews are treated as 
equals by the state and in state in-
stitutions such as schools,” he said. 
“But in practice, Jewish children 
who go to public schools are of-
ten forced to learn the Quran and 
face harassment from teachers, 
especially those teaching religion, 
Islamic culture, and similar sub-
jects.”

Two of Yaqoub’s children left to 
study in the US and Israel he said, 
but he currently remains in the vil-
lage with his wife and ten-year old 
son, also named Yaqoub. Yaqoub 
says he would like to immigrate to 
Israel or the US to meet up with 
KLV�VRQV�EXW�FDQQRW�D̆RUG�LW��7KUHH�
houses in Bayt Harash belonging to 
family members who left are cur-
rently in his possession he says, 
and if he could sell them he may be 
able to gather up enough money to 
leave. 

However he claims he has faced 

resistance from Muslim neighbors, 
who claim the houses belong to 
them, despite the fact that Yaqoub 
claims he possesses documentation 
proving his ownership. 

Many Yemeni Jews are unem-
ployed, and, due to security con-

FHUQV�� ¿QG� LW� GL̇FXOW� WR� SUDFWLFH�
their traditional trade as gold-
smiths, jewelers and dagger forg-
ers. As a result, the already small 
community has continued decreas-
ing. On Aug. 15, 2013, 20 Yemeni 
Jews were smuggled into Israel 

by the Jewish Agency and Yemeni 
PLGGOHPHQ�� 7KLUW\� ¿YH� RWKHUV� UH-
portedly were also evacuated from 
the country during the same year. 
The Yemen Times contacted the 
Jewish Agency, but was refused any 
comment.

“Damn the Jews” proving 
more than just a slogan
Yemen’s dwindling Jewish population reports abuse, fear of the Houthis

“...We know 
them all too 
well. Many 
of us came 
to Sana’a 
ÁHHLQJ�$Q-
sar Allah, 
now it’s like 
they’ve fol-
lowed us 
here.”

“Our prob-
lems are 
with Zion-
ism and the 
occupation 
of Pales-
tine, but 
Jews here 
have noth-
LQJ�WR�IHDU�µ

The remnants of a once thriving community, Yemen’s Jews speak of an increase in abuse and 
persecution under Houthi rule. Those who remain are reconsidering their place in the country. 
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When 
preparation 

fails 
expectations

Every year, the Ye-
meni job market 
UHFHLYHV� DQ� LQÀX[�
RI� IUHVK� XQLYHUVLW\�
JUDGXDWHV�� $IWHU�

IRXU� \HDUV� RI� KDUG� ZRUN� �VL[� LI�
\RX� KDYH� D� PDVWHU¶V� GHJUHH���
VWXGHQWV�HQWHU�WKH�PDUNHW�IXOO�RI�
H[FLWHPHQW� DQG� JUDQG� H[SHFWD-
tions, eager to start their careers 
DQG� ¿QG� JRRG�� VWDEOH� HPSOR\-
PHQW���
%XW� IRU� WKRVH�XQSUHSDUHG�� UH-

DOLW\� VWDUWV� WR� VHW� LQ� YHU\� VRRQ��
DQG�H[FLWHPHQW�JLYHV�ZD\�WR�GHV-
SHUDWLRQ��:KDW�KDSSHQV�WR�WKRVH�
HDJHU� IDFHV� DQG� ORIW\� GUHDPV"�
7KH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�PRVW�UHFHLYH�DW�
XQLYHUVLW\� LV� XQIRUWXQDWHO\� IDU�
IURP�WKH�UHDOLW\�WKDW�WKH�PDUNHW�
H[SHFWV���
$IWHU�IRXU�WR�VL[�\HDUV�RI�VWXG\��

VWXGHQWV�ZDON�DZD\�ZLWKRXW� WKH�
PLQLPXP� VNLOOV� QHHGHG� LQ� WR-
GD\¶V�PDUNHW��VXFK�DV�IDPLOLDULW\�
ZLWK�06�2̇FH�DQG�D�EDVLF�OHYHO�
RI�(QJOLVK�SUR¿FLHQF\���
3URGXFLQJ�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�&XU-

ULFXOXP�9LWDH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�
LPSRUW�VNLOOV��LW¶V�\RXU�IRRW�LQ�WKH�
GRRU�� +RZ� FDQ� \RX� PDNH� WKDW�
FUXFLDO�� JRRG� ¿UVW� LPSUHVVLRQ� LI�
\RX�DUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�SXW�WRJHWKHU�
SURIHVVLRQDO� H�PDLOV�� FRYHU� OHW-
WHUV�DQG�FRUUHVSRQGHQFHV"�
8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� RXU� XQLYHUVL-

WLHV�DUH�LQ�DQ�LVRODWHG�EXEEOH��$V�
WKH�PDUNHW�DGMXVWV�WR�PRGHUQLW\�
DQG�WHFKQRORJ\��VWXGHQWV�VKRXOG�
EH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKLV�QHZ�UHDOLW\��
<RXWK� PXVW� WDNH� UHVSRQVLELO-

LW\� IRU� WKHVH� UHTXLUHPHQWV� DQG�
GHYHORS� WKHPVHOYHV�� &RPSXWHUV�
KDYH�EHFRPH�OHVV�H[SHQVLYH�DQG�
access to the internet is greater 
QRZ� WKDQ� HYHU� EHIRUH�� <HPHQL�
\RXWK� DUH� FUHDWLYH� DQG� LQQRYD-
WLYH� DQG� PXVW� FRXQW� RQ� WKHP-
VHOYHV�WR�EULGJH�WKH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�
ZKDW� WKH�PDUNHW� GHPDQGV�� DQG�
ZKDW� WKHLU� XQLYHUVLWLHV� SUHSDUH�
WKHP� IRU�� 7KHVH� VNLOOV� DUHQ¶W�
OX[XULHV� LQ� WRGD\¶V� ODQGVFDSH²
WKH\¶UH�WKH�EDVLFV��
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JXVW�ZKHQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�DQG�1$72�
IHDUHG� WKH\� ZHUH� JRLQJ� WR� EH�
ERPELQJ� ,6,/� RQ� WKHLU� RZQ�� WKH�
VHOI�VW\OHG� ³,VODPLF� 6WDWH´� KDV�
VLQJOH�KDQGHGO\� FUHDWHG� D� QHZ�

$UDE�PLOLWDU\�DOOLDQFH�WR�ERPE�WKH�:HVW¶V�
HQHPLHV�
%\� LWV� VHDVLGH� VODXJKWHU� RI� ��� (J\SWLDQ�

&KULVWLDQV��,6,/�KDV�EURXJKW�H[�)LHOG�0DU-
VKDO� 3UHVLGHQW� $EGHO� )DWWDK� $O�6LVL� LQWR�
WKH�ZDU�DJDLQVW�LW��$QG�E\�EXUQLQJ�-RUGDQ¶V�
FDSWXUHG� SLORW� DOLYH�� LW� SURYRNHG� ���PRUH�
DLU�VWULNHV�IURP�-RUGDQ��D�UHWXUQ�WR�DFWLRQ�
E\�WKH�8$(�DQG�D�ÀLJKW�RI�%DKUDLQL�MHWV�WR�
$PPDQ�WR�KHOS�LQ�WKH�VWUXJJOH��,Q�ZKDW�LV�
DOPRVW�D�VLGHVKRZ��/LE\D¶V�DLU� IRUFH²VXS-
SRUWLQJ�RQH�RI�LWV�FRXQWU\¶V�WZR�ULYDO�JRY-
HUQPHQWV²FRQWLQXHV� WR� ERPE� ,6,/� ¿JKW-
HUV��EXW�QRZ�LQ�FR�RSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�(J\SW�
6R� 3UHVLGHQW� 2EDPD� DQG� WKH� 3HQWDJRQ�

can, it seems, take satisfaction in seeing 
WKHLU�³PRGHUDWH´�IULHQGV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�
À\LQJ�DORQJVLGH�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�ODWHVW�YHUVLRQ�
RI�WKH�³ZDU�RQ�WHUURU�́ �6R�IDU��VR�JRRG��1R�
³ERRWV� RQ� WKH� JURXQG�́ � DV� WKH� QRZ�KDFN-
QH\HG� H[SUHVVLRQ� JRHV�� 1R�:HVWHUQ� OLYHV�
LQ� GDQJHU²VDYH� IRU� WKH� SLWLIXO� KDQGIXO� RI�
KRVWDJHV�VWLOO�KHOG�LQ�5DTDD��2I�FRXUVH��DQ\�
,UDTL�ZKR�RSSRVHV�WKH�³,VODPLF�6WDWH�́ �DQ\�
,UDTL� 6KLD�� DQG� DQ\� &KULVWLDQ²/LE\DQ� RU�

RWKHUZLVH²ZKR�IDOOV� IRXO�RI�,6,/¶V�VHFWDU-
LDQ�KDWUHG��ZLOO�VX̆HU�DFFRUGLQJO\��%XW�WKDW�
ZLOO� EH� $UDE� NLOOLQJ� $UDE�� $PHULFDQV� DUH�
VDIH��6R�DUH�WKH�,VUDHOLV�
%XW�FU\VWDO�EDOOV�DOPRVW�DOZD\V�EUHDN�LQ�

WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW²HVSHFLDOO\� ZKHQ�� WR� H[-
SUHVVLRQV�RI�RXWUDJH�DQG�VKRXWV�RI�³EDUED-
ULVP�́ �¿JKWHU� MHWV� WDNH� WR� WKH�DLU�� ,6,/�� LQ�
DOO� LWV� YDULRXV� PXWDWLRQV�� FDQ� QRZ� FODLP�
WKDW�LW�LV�¿JKWLQJ�LWV�HQHPLHV�LQ�,UDT��6\ULD��
$UDELD� �<HPHQ���(J\SW� �6LQDL��� /LE\D� DQG�
$OJHULD�� ,W� ERDVWV� DV� PXFK�� HYHQ� ZDUQ-
LQJ�WKDW�)UDQFH�DQG�³)UHQFK�VSHDNHUV´²D�
FOHDU�DOOXVLRQ� WR�$OJHULD¶V� UXOLQJ�PLOLWDU\�
ERXUJHRLV� HOLWH²PXVW� H[SHFW� WR� EH� DW-
WDFNHG��,WDO\��WRR��$QG�UHPHPEHU�DOO�WKRVH�
WKRXVDQGV�RI�H[WUD�UHIXJHHV�ZKR¶OO�QRZ�EH�
ZDVKLQJ�XS�RQ�,WDOLDQ�VKRUHV�
%XW�OHW¶V�VWDUW�ZLWK�(J\SW��(YHU�VLQFH�WKH�

QRZ�HOHFWHG� 3UHVLGHQW� 6LVL� RYHUWKUHZ� WKH�
SUHYLRXV�GHPRFUDWLFDOO\�HOHFWHG�3UHVLGHQW��
0RKDPHG�0RUVL��LQ�������,6,/�DQG�LWV�VDW-
HOOLWHV�KDYH�EHHQ�¿JKWLQJ�D�IHURFLRXV�FDP-
SDLJQ� DJDLQVW�(J\SWLDQ� VHFXULW\� IRUFHV� LQ�
WKH� 6LQDL� SHQLQVXOD�� 6LVL� OLNHV� WR� FRQÀDWH�
,6,/� ZLWK� WKH�0XVOLP� %URWKHUV�� ZKLFK� LV�
EDG�QHZV�IRU�WKH�WKRXVDQGV�RI�%URWKHUKRRG�
VXSSRUWHUV� WKURQJLQJ� (J\SW¶V� MDLOV²EXW�
EDG�QHZV��WRR��IRU�WKH�6LVL�UHJLPH��,VODPLVWV�
KDYH� VKRZQ� WKHPVHOYHV� VWURQJ� HQRXJK� LQ�
WKH�6LQDL� DQG� WKH\�DUH� DOUHDG\� VHWWLQJ�R̆�
ERPEV� LQ� &DLUR²ZLWKRXW� DFTXLULQJ� QHZ�
DOOLHV�DPRQJ�WKH�%URWKHUKRRG�FRXUWHV\�RI�
WKH�(J\SWLDQ�3UHVLGHQW�

7KH� (J\SWLDQ� DLU� VWULNHV� RQ� ³WUDLQLQJ�
FDPSV� DQG�ZHDSRQV� FDFKHV´²E\� H[WUDRU-
GLQDU\� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� WKDW¶V� H[DFWO\�ZKDW�
-RUGDQ¶V�DLU�IRUFH�FODLPV�WR�EH�WDUJHWLQJ²
PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�UHYHQJH� IRU� WKH�PXUGHU�RI�
WKH� ��� &KULVWLDQ� &RSWV�� $QG� ZH� DOO� NQHZ�
WKDW�ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�ZRXOG�EH�NLOOHG�
E\�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�SODQHV�
%XW�QRZ� ,6,/�ZLOO�ZDQW� UHYHQJH� IRU� WKH�

(J\SWLDQ� DLU� UDLGV�� :LOO� WKHUH� EH� PRUH�
ERPEV�LQ�&DLUR�LWVHOI"�'H¿QLWHO\��:LOO�WKHUH�
EH� DVVDVVLQDWLRQ� DWWHPSWV� DJDLQVW� 6LVL"�
$OPRVW� FHUWDLQO\�� :KHQ� WKH� H[�GLFWDWRU�
+RVQL�0XEDUDN�IRXJKW�KLV�QDWLYH�,VODPLVW�
HQHPLHV�LQ�WKH�����V��KH�PLUDFXORXVO\�VXU-
YLYHG����PXUGHU�DWWHPSWV��RQH�RI�WKHP�LQ�
$GGLV�$EDED��DW� OHDVW� WZR�RI� WKHP�E\�VRO-
GLHUV�EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�VDPH�(J\SWLDQ�DUP\�
IURP�ZKRVH� UDQNV� FDPH�3UHVLGHQW�$QZDU�
6DGDW¶V�NLOOHUV�LQ�������0XEDUDN�ZDV�OXFN\��
:LWK�,6,/�DV�KLV�HQHP\��6LVL�ZLOO�QRZ�KDYH�
WR�EH�HYHQ�OXFNLHU�
$IWHU�DOO��IRXU�PRQWKV�DJR�,VODPLVWV�PDV-

VDFUHG����(J\SWLDQ�VHFXULW\�PHQ�LQ�6LQDL��
7KHQ�MXVW�RYHU�WZR�ZHHNV�DJR��WKH�³,VODPLF�
6WDWH¶V´� (J\SWLDQ� PLOLWLDPHQ� EXWFKHUHG�
DW� OHDVW����PRUH� LQ�D�PDVVLYH�ERPELQJ�DW�
D�PLOLWDU\�KRWHO�DQG�EDVH� LQ�$O�$ULVK��2Q�
WKDW�RFFDVLRQ��6LVL�ÀHZ�EDFN�IURP�D�FRQIHU-
HQFH�LQ�(WKLRSLD�DV�KLV�VROGLHUV�ZHUH�EHLQJ�
ÀRZQ� LQ�SLHFHV�EDFN� WR�&DLUR� LQ�D�ÀHHW�RI�
PLOLWDU\� DLUFUDIW�� (J\SW� GLGQ¶W� ODXQFK� LWV�
ZDU�ZLWK�,VLV� LQ�\HVWHUGD\¶V�DLU�UDLGV²WKH�
WZR� VLGHV� KDG�EHHQ� NLOOLQJ� HDFK� RWKHU� IRU�

PRUH�WKDQ�D�\HDU�
6KRUQ�RI� LWV�ZLQGRZ�GUHVVLQJ��KRZHYHU��

WKH�$UDE�DOOLDQFH�GRHV�QRW�ORRN�VR�LPSUHV-
VLYH��8$(�SODQHV�PD\�KDYH�ÀRZQ� WR�$P-
PDQ²EXW� DUH� WKH\� WR� EH� FUHZHG� E\� (PL-
UDWLV�RU�-RUGDQLDQV"�%DKUDLQ�KDV�DOVR�VHQW�
VRPH�SODQHV�WR�-RUGDQ��EXW�WKLV�ZDV�D�PL-
QXVFXOH�NLQJGRP�WKDW�IHOW�VR�WKUHDWHQHG�E\�
LWV�RZQ�6KLD�PDMRULW\�LQ������WKDW�LW�KDG�WR�
FDOO�LQ�WKH�6DXGL�DUP\�WR�RFFXS\�SDUW�RI�WKH�
LVODQG�DQG�SURWHFW�WKH�6XQQL�UR\DO�JRYHUQ-
PHQW�
,VLV�ZRXOG�QR�GRXEW�OLNH�WR�SURYRNH�6XQ-

QL�&RSWLF�DUPHG�YLROHQFH�LQ�(J\SW��UHLJQLW-
LQJ�D�PLQLDWXUH�ZDU�ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�VPRO-
GHULQJ� IRU� GHFDGHV�� $Q� XQOLNHO\� VFHQDULR��
%XW�(J\SW¶V�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�/LE\DQ�PLOLWDU\�
RI� *HQHUDO� .KDOLID� +DIWDU²ZKR� LQ� WXUQ�
VXSSRUWV� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�
%HQJKD]L� JRYHUQPHQW²ZLOO� RQO\� GHHSHQ�
WKH�/LE\DQ�FLYLO�FRQÀLFW�
%XW� IRU� $UDEV�� WKHUH� LV� D� FOHDU�PHVVDJH�

LQ� DOO� WKHVH� DOOLDQFHV��:DVKLQJWRQ�KDV� DQ�
$PHULFDQ�WUDLQHG�JHQHUDO�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�
/LE\DQ�DLU�IRUFH��DQ�$PHULFDQ�WUDLQHG�IRU-
PHU�¿HOG�PDUVKDO�DQG�SUHVLGHQW�LQ�FKDUJH�
RI�(J\SW��DQ�$PHULFDQ�HGXFDWHG�DQG�%ULW-
LVK�WUDLQHG�NLQJ�LQ�-RUGDQ�DQG�WZR�ZHDOWK\�
HPLUDWHV� ZLWK� KXJH� 86� LQYHVWPHQWV²RQH�
RI�WKHP�KHDGTXDUWHUV�WR�WKH�86�ÀHHW�LQ�WKH�
*XOI²LQ� WKH�EDWWOH��2QO\� WKDW�ZHOO�NQRZQ�
GLFWDWRU�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�¿JKWLQJ�,6,/�IRU�ORQ-
JHU�WKDQ�DQ\�RI�WKHP²%DVKDU�$O�$VVDG�RI�
6\ULD²LV�OHIW�RXW��)RU�QRZ�

Hussain Al-Bukhaiti

:KHQ� D� UHYROXWLRQ� ZDV�
VSDUNHG� LQ� 7XQLVLD� LQ�
ODWH� ������ WKH� $UDE�
ZRUOG� ZDLWHG� WR� VHH�
ZKR�ZRXOG�EH�QH[W��$U-

DEV�ZHUH� UXOHG�E\� W\UDQWV� DQG�NLQJV��7KH�
GHHSO\�KXPDQ�GHVLUH�WR�EH�IUHH�SURYHG�WRR�
SRZHUIXO�IRU�PDQ\�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ¶V�GLFWDWRUV��
DQG�RQH�E\�RQH��PDQ\�IHOO��
$V�WKH\�IHOO��RWKHU� OHDGHUV�WRRN�QRWH��$V�

IDU�DV�&KLQD��JRYHUQPHQW�IHDU�RI� WKH�SHR-
SOH¶V�SRZHU�ZDV�HYLGHQW��6DXGL�$UDELD� LQ-
FUHDVHG�VXEVLGHV��0RURFFR�DQG�-RUGDQ�UH-
PRYHG�VRPH�HVSHFLDOO\�XQSRSXODU�ṘFLDOV��
DQG� &KLQD� UHLJQHG� LQ� VRPH� RI� LWV� SDUW\¶V�
H[FHVVHV��
%XW�WKHQ�FKDRV�FDPH��VSUHDGLQJ�RYHU�WKH�

UHJLRQ�OLNH�D�GDUN�FORXG��DV�WHUURULVWV�PDGH�
WHUULWRULDO� JDLQV� LQ� YDULRXV� $UDE� 6SULQJ�
FRXQWULHV��7KH�VSLULW�RI�FKDQJH�JDYH�ZD\�WR�
D�IDLOHG�6SULQJ�
$QVDU�$OODK�MRLQHG�WKH������UHYROXWLRQ�LQ�

<HPHQ�DQG�OLNH�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQW�\RXWK��UH-
IXVHG�WR�EDFN�WKH�*XOI�&RRSHUDWLRQ�&RXQ-
FLO��*&&��,QLWLDWLYH�WKDW�ODLG�RXW�D�URDGPDS�
ZKLFK� KDQGHG� SRZHU� EDFN� WR� WKH� IRUPHU�
UHJLPH�DQG�JUDQWHG�LPPXQLW\�WR�3UHVLGHQW�
6DOHK��%XW�FDOOV�IRU�D�QHZ�<HPHQ��VHSDUDWH�
IURP� WKH� RQH� HQYLVLRQHG� E\� WKH�*&&� DQG�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\��FRQWLQXHG��
2Q�6HSW������������ WKRVH�GHPDQGV�ZHUH�

PHW� ZKHQ� D� QHZ� UHYROXWLRQ� OHG� E\� $QVDU�
$OODK�RSHQHG�D�WKLUG�ZD\��
%HIRUH�WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ��WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�

IRXJKW�VL[�ZDUV�DJDLQVW�$QVDU�$OODK��VWDUW-
LQJ�LQ������LQ�WKH�QRUWK�RI�<HPHQ��,W�VWDUW-
HG� ZKHQ� +XVVDLQ� $O�+RXWKL� GHQRXQFHG�
<HPHQ¶V�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�ZLWK�KLV�DQWL�$PHU-
LFDQ�VORJDQ��³'HDWK�WR�$PHULFD�́ �
<HPHQL�WULEHV�DQG�WKH�<HPHQL�DUP\��OHG�

E\� *HQHUDO� $OL� 0RKVHQ�� VRXJKW� WR� FUXVK�
$QVDU� $OODK� ZLWK� WKHLU� VL[� ZDUV�� ZKLFK�
HQGHG� LQ������������ VDZ� WKH� VWDUW�RI�SUR-
WHVWV� WKDW� FXOPLQDWHG�ZLWK� WKH� HQG� RI�$OL�
$EGXOODK� 6DOHK¶V� FRUUXSW� UHLJQ�� %XW� WKH�
WUDQVLWLRQ� WKDW� IROORZHG�� FUDIWHG� E\� WKH�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRPPXQLW\� DQG� UHMHFWHG�
E\�<HPHQLV�� OHIW� WKH� UHJLPH� LQWDFW�� JLYLQJ�
LW�KDOI� WKH� VHDWV� LQ� WKH�QHZ�FRDOLWLRQ�JRY-
HUQPHQW�� DQG� JLYLQJ� WKH� ,VODK�GRPLQDWHG�
-RLQW�0HHWLQJV�3DUW\�²WKH�DOOLHV�RI�6DOHK¶V�
*HQHUDO�3HRSOH¶V�&RQJUHVV²WKH�RWKHU�KDOI��
7KH� IDUFLFDO� ³HOHFWLRQ´� RI� $EGX� 5DEX�

0DQVRXU� +DGL²ZKR� ZDV� WKH� RQO\� FDQGL-
GDWH�RQ�WKH�EDOORW²ZDV�UHMHFWHG�E\�$QVDU�
$OODK��WKH�\RXWK�DQG�+LUDN��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�
WKH�6RXWKHUQ�0RYHPHQW����
7KH� 1DWLRQDO� 'LDORJXH� &RQIHUHQFH�

�1'&���ZKLFK�ZDV� LQFOXVLYH�� UHVXOWHG� LQ�D�
QXPEHU�RI� RXWFRPHV��$QVDU�$OODK� LV�KHUH�
WR�LPSOHPHQW�WKHP��VRPHWKLQJ�WKH�JRYHUQ-
PHQW�IDLOHG�WR�GR��
7KLV� SDVW� VXPPHU�� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� UH-

PRYHG�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�IXHO�VXEVLGLHV²D�OLIH-
OLQH�IRU�WKH�SRRU�LQ�<HPHQ¶V�YRODWLOH�HFRQ-
RP\��$QVDU�$OODK�KHDUG�WKH�SHRSOH¶V�FULHV�
DQG�HPSDWKL]HG�ZLWK�WKHLU�SDLQ��DQG�VRRQ�
D�QHZ�UHYROXWLRQ�ZDV�WR�VZHHS�WKH�VWUHHWV��
3URWHVWV� DJDLQVW� WKH� IXHO� VXEVLGLHV�� OHG�

E\� $QVDU� $OODK�� EXW� MRLQHG� E\� WKRXVDQGV�
RI� \RXWK�� WULEHVPHQ� DQG� HYHQ� VROGLHUV��
VKRZHG� WKH� FRXQWU\� ZKDW� $QVDU� $OODK¶V�
SULRULWLHV�DUH��-XVWLFH��GHPRFUDF\�DQG�WKH�
SHRSOH��
7KH� UHPRYDO� RI� WKH� VXEVLGLHV� SURYHG� WR�

EH� WKH� VWUDZ� WKDW� EURNH� WKH� FDPHO¶V� EDFN��
2U� UDWKHU��+DGL¶V� EDFN��$QJHU� DJDLQVW� WKH�
GHFLVLRQ�VSUHDG�WKURXJK�WKH�FRXQWU\��ZLWK�
<HPHQLV� IURP� DOO� ZDONV� RI� OLIH� UHQHZLQJ�
WKHLU� IDLWK� LQ�<HPHQ��KRSLQJ� LW�FRXOG�EH�D�
EHWWHU� DQG� PRUH� GHFHQW� SODFH� IRU� DOO� <H-
PHQLV��$QVDU�$OODK�LV�KHUH�WR�DQVZHU�WKHLU�

FDOOV��
7KH�¿JKW� DJDLQVW� WKH�ROG� IRU� VRPHWKLQJ�

QHZ�FRQWLQXHV��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�VSHQW�
\HDUV�WU\LQJ�WR�WDFNOH�WKH�VFRXUJH�RI�$O�4D-
HGD��:KDW�<HPHQ�DQG�WKH�86�IDLOHG�WR�GR�
LQ�IRXU�\HDUV��$QVDU�$OODK�DFFRPSOLVKHG�LQ�
IRXU�GD\V��VXFFHVVIXOO\�UHPRYLQJ�$O�4DHGD�
IURP�5DGD¶D��
$IWHU�6HSW������WKH�PRYHPHQW�KDG�WKH�XS-

SHU�KDQG�LQ�<HPHQ��EXW�VWLOO�FKRVH�WR�VLJQ�
WKH�3HDFH�DQG�1DWLRQDO�3DUWQHUVKLS�DJUHH-
PHQW�ZLWK�+DGL�DQG�RWKHU�SDUWLHV��LQFOXG-
LQJ�,VODK��LQ�RUGHU�WR�IRUP�D�PRUH�LQFOXVLYH�
JRYHUQPHQW� DQG� WR� LPSOHPHQW� WKH� 1'&�
RXWFRPHV��
7HQVLRQV� HVFDODWHG� LQ� -DQXDU\� DIWHU�

+DGL¶V� FKLHI� RI� VWD̆�� $KPHG� $ZDG� %LQ�
0XEDUDN�GHFLGHG�WR�PRYH�IRUZDUG�ZLWK�D�
GUDIW�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�FRQVHQVXV��$Q-
VDU�$OODK�VDLG�LW�KDG�QR�FKRLFH�EXW�WR�VWRS�
KLP��
$QVDU� $OODK� ṘFLDOV� VDLG� WKH\� GLVFRY-

HUHG� D� YHKLFOH� IXOO� RI� ZHDSRQV� WKDW� ZHUH�
VPXJJOHG� IURP�WKH�SUHVLGHQWLDO�EDWWDOLRQ��
$V� D� UHVXOW�� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� KDG� WR�
WDNH� WKH�EDWWDOLRQ� WR�SURWHFW� LW� IURP� ORRW-
LQJ�� ,PDJLQH� LI� WKRVH� ZHDSRQV� KDG� IDOOHQ�
LQWR�WKH�KDQGV�RI�$O�4DHGD��
2Q�-DQ������+DGL�DQG�$QVDU�$OODK�VLJQHG�

DQ� DJUHHPHQW� WKDW� DOO� VLGHV�ZRXOG� UHWXUQ�
WR� WKH� SRVLWLRQV� WKH\� KHOG� EHIRUH� -DQ�� ����
EXW�WKH�DJUHHPHQW�FROODSVHG�ZKHQ�%DKDK¶V�
JRYHUQPHQW²DQG� 3UHVLGHQW� +DGL� KLP-
VHOI²UHVLJQHG��
$QVDU�$OODK�JDYH�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�D�WKUHH�

GD\�GHDGOLQH�WR�FRPH�WR�DQ�DJUHHPHQW��RU�
WKH� PRYHPHQW� ZRXOG� WDNH� WKH� QHFHVVDU\�
VWHSV� WR� ¿OO� WKH� SROLWLFDO� YDFXXP�� 7KRVH�
WKUHH�GD\V�FDPH�DQG�ZHQW��
2Q� -DQ�� ��� WKH� 5HYROXWLRQDU\� &RPPLW-

WHH�DQQRXQFHG�D�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�GHFODUDWLRQ�
WKDW� DGGUHVVHG� PDQ\� RI� WKH� JRDOV� RI� WKH�

����� XSULVLQJ�� 7KH� GHFODUDWLRQ� GLVPLVVHG�
WKH�3DUOLDPHQW��ZKLFK�ZDV�ODUJHO\�*3&��,W�
FDOOHG� IRU� D�QDWLRQDO� FRXQFLO� RI� ����PHP-
EHUV�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�WDVNHG�ZLWK� IRUPLQJ�D�
¿YH�PHPEHU�SUHVLGHQWLDO�FRXQFLO���
$QVDU�$OODK�LV�KHUH�WR�IXO¿OO�WKH�SURPLVH�

RI�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�E\�UHPRYLQJ�FRUUXSW�Ṙ-
FLDOV�DQG�EULQJLQJ�WKHP�WR�MXVWLFH��HQGLQJ�
$PHULFDQ�GURQH� VWULNHV�� DOO� IRUHLJQ� LQWHU-
IHUHQFH� LQ� WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�D̆DLUV�DQG� IRUP-
LQJ�D�QHZ�JRYHUQPHQW��
:H¶YH� IRXJKW� ,VODKL� PLOLWLDV�� OHG� E\� $OL�

0RKVHQ��ZKR�ZHUH�WKH�ODUJHVW�VSRQVRUV�RI�
MLKDGL�WHUURU��7KHLU�RYHUVHHU��6DXGL�$UDELD��
LV�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�OHDG�WKH�FRXQWU\�GRZQ�WKH�
SDWK�RI� VHFWDULDQ�ZDU�� WR�KLW�EDFN�DW� WKHLU�
HQHP\��,UDQ²ZKLFK�$QVDU�$OODK�KDV�UHOD-
WLRQV�ZLWK��$QVDU�$OODK�ZRQ¶W�OHW�<HPHQ�IDOO�
OLNH�/LE\D�RU�6\ULD��
7KLV�PRYHPHQW�LV�D�\RXWKIXO�RQH��OHG�E\�

WKH� \RXWKIXO� $EGXOPDOLN� $O�+RXWKL�� ZKR�
LV� LQ� KLV� ��V�� ,W� LV� VHULRXV� DERXW� WDFNOLQJ�
WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�PRVW�SUHVVLQJ�SUREOHPV��<H-
PHQLV�FDQ�ORRN�WR�6D¶DGD�IRU�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�
ZKDW�$QVDU�$OODK�LV�FDSDEOH�RI�
7KH� SDWK� WR� IUHHGRP� LQ� $UDE� 6SULQJ�

FRXQWULHV�KDV�ÀRRGHG�LQWR�D�ULYHU�RI�EORRG�
DQG�YLROHQFH��)RU�<HPHQ�� WKHUH� LV� OLJKW� DW�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�WXQQHO��EXW�DOVR�GDQJHU�
$V�86�DOO\� 6DXGL�$UDELD� IXQGV� H[WUHP-

LVWV�LQ�<HPHQ�LQ�KRSHV�RI�GHIHDWLQJ�$QVDU�
$OODK�� LW� LV� FOHDU� WKDW� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
FRPPXQLW\¶V�DLP�IRU�WKH�6SULQJ�ZDV�WR�GH-
VWUR\� $UDE� DUPLHV� DQG� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�� VR�
,VUDHO�ZLOO�FRPH�RXW�RQ�WRS�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�
WR�JR�WR�ZDU��7KH�$UDE�ZRUOG�ZRXOG�GHVWUR\�
LWVHOI�IURP�ZLWKLQ��
%XW�$QVDU�$OODK�KDV�UHYLYHG�WKH�UHYROX-

WLRQ�DQG�SXW� LW�EDFN� LQWR�WKH�KDQGV�RI� WKH�
SHRSOH��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�DEDQGRQHG�<HPHQ�
ZKHQ� LW� UHVLJQHG�RQ�-DQ������$QVDU�$OODK�
ZLOO�QHYHU�DEDQGRQ�WKH�<HPHQL�SHRSOH�

Isis has provoked an Arab alliance 
to bomb the West’s enemies

From failure to success: How the 
Houthis saved the Arab Spring
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What is the National Initia-
tive for Combating Child Mar-
riage?
The National Initiative for Com-
bating Child Marriage is an orga-
nization that struggles against this 
particular problem [of child mar-
riage] and supports the rights of 
women and children. Women are 
our mothers, our daughters and 
our sisters—they constitute half 
of society. Child marriage robs all 
these girls of their innocence and I 
am deeply opposed to the practice, 
I call it “legitimized rape.” So, the 
initiative is actually about provid-
ing justice for a particular social 
JURXS�DQG�R̆HULQJ�WKHP�KRSH��EXW�
it serves the wider society as well. 

How exactly are you address-
ing this issue?
We hold symposiums, deliver lec-
WXUHV�DQG�SD\�¿HOG�YLVLWV�WR�D�QXP-
ber of governorates where child 
marriage is particularly prevalent. 
Our activities have been focused on 
the governorates of Hajja, Amran, 
Sana’a, Mahweet, Taiz and Ibb.

Have you been able to see any 
tangible results?
Considering how entrenched these 
traditional practices are in the 
places we work, reactions have 
been divided. Some are supportive 
of our cause, but the majority are 
opposed and this obviously under-
PLQHV�RXU�H̆RUWV��:KHQ�RXU�JURXS�
visited the districts of Hamdan and 
Wadi Dahr in Sana’a, we carried 
out a survey and found that about 
half of the women there had been 
married, or had been forced into 
marriage, at an inappropriate age 
[below 18]. We plan to visit those 
areas again this year, and I hope 
the numbers have not increased. 

Some criticize campaigns and 
organizations like yours for 
VHHNLQJ� ¿QDQFLDO� JDLQ� DQG�

RWKHU� EHQH¿WV� IURP� WKHLU� DF-
tivities. Is that true in your 
case?
I think it’s true that some organi-
zations are formed with certain 
EHQH¿WV��¿QDQFLDO�RU�RWKHUZLVH�� LQ�
mind. That does not apply to the 
National Initiative for Combat-
LQJ�&KLOG�0DUULDJHV�� ,�¿QDQFH� WKH�
campaign and its activities myself, 
and whatever aid we receive goes 
entirely into the initiative. When 
we visit particular areas, I don’t go 
alone. I accompany a large team on 
the mission. As I’ve already said, 
RXU� VROH� SXUSRVH� LV� ¿JKWLQJ� WKH�
practice of child marriage.

What would you say are the 
primary reasons behind the 
continuation of child mar-
riage?
2EYLRXVO\�� LW�FRPHV�IURP�D�ÀDZHG�
conception held across our society. 
There is a misguided expression 
WKDW� VD\V�� ³0DUU\� R̆� \RXU� GDXJK-
ter at eight, and I will guarantee 
[her well-being].” Some will also 
say that the Prophet Mohammad 
married Aisha when she was eight. 
They use this example in an at-
tempt to legitimize child marriage, 
but for me this is not enough to say 
the practice is acceptable today. 
That was how the Prophet lived, 
and other men should not compare 
themselves to him. Also, fathers, 
KXVEDQGV�DQG�PDUULDJH�ṘFLDOV�DOO�
stand to gain from the practice and 
are implicated in it. The father who 
VHOOV�KLV�GDXJKWHU�EHQH¿WV�IURP�WKH�
money he acquires, but the daugh-
ter is a victim. 

Can you provide any examples 
of the victims of child mar-
riage that your initiative has 
helped?
Four months ago I came to know 
about the plight of two girls in the 
capital city. Their father passed 
away, and they were left behind 
with their two brothers. The girls 
are only eight and ten years old. 
Their brothers were willing to 

PDUU\� R̆� WKHLU� VLVWHUV�� 7KH\� VDLG�
they weren’t able to cover living 
expenses. I went to the house and 
resolved the issue. I dissuaded the 
EURWKHUV� IURP� PDUU\LQJ� R̆� WKHLU�
sisters, and I promised to give the 
two girls YR25,000 ($115) monthly 
to cover living expenses and allow 
them to continue their schooling. 
This is a case in point. 

How do you present this 
issue to the public and 
raise awareness for it?
:H� XVH� GL̆HUHQW� ZD\V� WR�
get our message across. 
Brochures, lectures and 
plays are all tools we 
make use of. We also en-
courage gynecologists to 
explain the dangers in-
volved. When we launch 
campaigns in some 
governorates, speeches 
are delivered to educate 
people about the practice 
and why it is wrong. Once, 
when I was in Amran, I 
was surprised when a man 
claimed he would not consid-
er marrying a woman over 20. 
For him, a woman at this age is 
already old. He said he would only 
marry a girl at the age of 14. It just 
shows how unaware our society is.

What do you think should be 
the government’s role in tack-
ling child marriage?
So far, the government has not 
SOD\HG� DQ� H̆HFWLYH� SDUW�� 7KH� JRY-
ernment is supposed to monitor 
the practice and penalize those 
ZKR�PDUU\�R̆�WKHLU�GDXJKWHUV�EH-
fore they are psychologically and 
physically prepared. Girls should 
only be married once they turn 
18—and with their consent. 

Which ministries would you 
like to see involved in tackling 
child marriage? 
I hope three particular ministries 
will take action this year and help 

raise 

awareness throughout the coun-
try: The ministries of public health 
and population, information, and 
education. The ministry of health 
can distribute brochures and in-
structions to hospitals and health 
centers nationwide to raise aware-
ness about the dangers of child 
marriage. I also want the informa-
tion minister to fund education 
programs and promotions with 
local media outlets in cooperation 
with the health ministry, so that 
these programs can target as large 
a section of society as possible. The 
education ministry has an equally 
important role to play, raising 

awareness in schools and includ-
ing lessons about child marriage in 
school curriculums. In short, these 
ministries can play a fundamental 
role in mitigating or eliminating 
child marriage altogether.

Amongst the National Dia-
logue Conference outcomes 
was an agreement to set the 
minimum age of marriage 
at 18. Do you think this will 
SURYH�H̆HFWLYH"�
At the moment it can not be ef-
fective, but it might have results 
in the future. What hinders the 
quick implementation of this out-
come are the deeply embedded 

social customs and traditions and 
the misunderstanding of religion. 
Some think it is against Islam to 
determine the age of marriage at 
18. 

What is your message to par-
ents? 
Have mercy on your daughters. 
Raise them until they grow up. 
Help them go to schools and do not 
deny them their happiness because 
of child marriage. I hope parents 
will help their daughters complete 
their studies so that they can also 
contribute to developing our soci-
ety and making a living for them-
selves. 

Anti-child marriage campaigner to the Yemen Times:

‘Do not deny them their happiness’
Amal Al-Jaradi heads the National Initiative for Combating Child Marriage, 
an organization dedicated to spreading awareness and providing support 
to victims of child marriage. Struggling against a widespread practice 
that is deeply engrained in much of Yemeni society, Al-Jaradi is under 
no illusions about the obstacles she faces. In its most recent survey 
in 2011, Human Rights Watch estimated that 15 percent of Yemeni 
girls were married before the age of 15 and more than half before 18. 
Forced into marriage at 15 herself, Al-Jaradi is intimately aware of 
WKH�VX̆HULQJ�WKDW�FKLOG�EULGHV�H[SHULHQFH��'HWHUPLQHG�WR�HUDGLFDWH�
the practice she calls “legitimized rape,” Al-Jaradi began her ini-
tiative in 2013. She spoke with the Yemen Times about the issue 
and what her initiative is doing to address it. 

“Women are 
our mothers, 
our daugh-
ters and our 
sisters... 
Child mar-
riage robs all 
these girls 
of their inno-
cence.”

“Have mer-
cy on your 
daughters. 
Raise them 
until they 
grow up... do 
not deny them 
their happi-
ness because 
of child mar-
riage.”

“Fathers, 
husbands 
and marriage 
RIÀFLDOV�DOO�
stand to gain 
from the 
practice and 
are implicat-
ed in it.”
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The Yemen Times is republishing 
this piece, from the Middle East 
Institute, in two parts. Part two is 
below, part one ran last issue on 
Feb. 17. 

The myth and fear of sectarian 
FRQÀLFW
Opposition to Ansar Allah is not 
religious, as many commentators 
seem to think, but instead stems 
from its violation of the pact of in-
clusivity—the National Dialogue 
Conference—that held Yemeni poli-
tics together after the fall of Saleh. 
Ansar Allah’s grab for power is 
what has caused its faltering, and is 
therefore not due to its Zaydi Shia 
leadership.

Moreover, the label “Shia reb-
els” mischaracterizes Ansar Allah. 
The Al-Houthi family does include 
a long line of prestigious religious 
scholars of Zaydi Islam, and the 
movement did begin as a re-asser-
tion and revival of Zaydi practice 
among youth in the north. And reli-
gion has played some symbolic role 
in Ansar Allah’s rise, such as when 
Sana’a was decorated by Ansar Al-
lah’s forces for the celebration of 
the Prophet’s birthday, which clear-
ly marked the new power of Ansar 

Allah in the capital. But celebrating 
the Prophet’s birthday is not a Zay-
di tradition, and Ansar Allah does 
not pretend to represent Yemen’s 
Zaydi elite. The Zaydi Sada (elite) 
are not united behind Ansar Allah; 
there are Sada dispersed among all 
of Yemen’s political factions. More 
VLJQL¿FDQWO\��$QVDU�$OODK¶V�¿JKWHUV�
are not battling for Zaydism. Ansar 
$OODK� UHFUXLWV� ¿JKWHUV� IURP� HYHU\-
where and from every sect, and its 
ability to build militias depends 
XSRQ�IXQGLQJ�IRU�¿JKWHUV�DQG�FUHG-
ible leadership.

Nonetheless, some Yemenis 
fear a new sectarian divide. There 
is a new verb in Yemen, “to Iraq-
ize,” and Al-Qaeda hopes to ex-
ploit sectarian divisions for its own 
purposes. Al-Qaeda wants to gain 
credence for its bloody attacks by 
claiming the mantle of defense of 
Sunni against Shia aggression, as 
LQ� ,UDT�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR�¿JKWLQJ� WKH�
:HVWHUQ� LQ¿GHO� SRZHUV�� $V� $QVDU�
Allah moved south toward Taiz, 
Al-Qaeda attacked Ansar Allah’s 
militias. Fierce battles ensued be-
tween Ansar Allah and Al-Qaeda in 
Rada’a, in Al-Bayda governorate. 
Ansar Allah was able to overrun 
Al-Qaeda’s stronghold in the Qaifa 
tribal area, but at great cost, and Al-
Qaeda continues to exact a heavy 
price on Ansar Allah’s militias in 
the region.

The fear is that Al-Qaeda’s bat-
tles with Ansar Allah will align with 
southern and eastern resistance 
to Ansar Allah and give Al-Qaeda 
credibility and support. However, 
Al-Qaeda has made plenty of en-
emies who are not about to allow it 
to exploit the current crisis. Its at-
tacks on Yemeni security and mili-
tary personnel, particularly after 
2011, won it the animosity of most 
Yemenis. Yemenis see Al-Qaeda as 
a root of their country’s problems 
rather than a solution. The Yemeni 
military in the south, outside of 
the regions controlled by Ansar Al-
lah, is currently involved in battles 
against Al-Qaeda rather than al-
lying with it against Ansar Allah. 
Al-Qaeda does have its supporters, 
particularly when it is able to pro-
vide material aid, but it has far less 
credibility than Ansar Allah.    

Sectarian fears are not restricted 
to Al-Qaeda. Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf states declared a red line for 
Ansar Allah at the eastern tribal 
area where the Islah Party leads a 
tribal coalition along with loyal mil-
itary units. Gulf support of the east-
ern tribes and of Islah against the 
Iranian-backed Ansar Allah aligns 
with sectarian divisions, giving rise 
to fear of sectarian civil war. But 
while it is true that Ansar Allah’s 
expansion halted when it reached 
the southern and eastern areas, this 

is not because Ansar Allah’s leader-
ship is Zaydi. The eastern tribes, the 
leaders of Taiz, and the tribes of Al-
Bayda supported Ansar Allah when 
it fought against the Saleh regime 
and demanded reform. However, 
when Ansar Allah transformed 
from a regional power to a national 
power and wanted to impose itself 
on Yemen’s southern and eastern 
regions, these areas rejected Ansar 
Allah’s leadership and resisted the 
movement’s expansion.

US Policy and Ansar Allah
In the United States, many were 
VXUSULVHG� WR� GLVFRYHU� 86� ṘFLDOV¶�
complacency with Ansar Allah’s 
newly expanded role in Yemen. 
Senator John McCain accused the 
Obama administration of allowing 
Iran to take over the Middle East 
and of following a failed counter-
terrorism policy. Many assumed 
Ansar Allah’s rise meant free reign 
for Al-Qaeda. In reality, of course, 
Ansar Allah and Al-Qaeda are mor-
tal enemies. Al-Qaeda attacked 
Ansar Allah immediately upon its 
arrival in Sana’a, and Ansar Allah 
responded by pushing its military 
campaign into Rada’a. US drones 
attacked Al-Qaeda in the midst of 
Ansar Allah’s campaign in Rada’a, 
demonstrating clearly the merging 
of US interests with Ansar Allah’s 
war on Al-Qaeda.

In spite of Ansar Allah’s close re-
lationship to Iran and the fact that 
its rallying cry includes the phrase 
“Death to America,” the White 
House said that it would work with 
the group in discussions to end the 
political crisis and that counterter-
rorism operations would continue. 
However, Washington rejected An-
sar Allah’s unilateral declaration of 
a new governing body and closed 
its embassy in response, along with 
a host of other European and Gulf 
countries. The closings are not a 
result of security concerns—Ansar 
Allah-controlled Sana’a is safe—but 
are designed to undermine the le-
gitimacy of Ansar Allah’s attempt to 
rule Yemen alone.

US drone attacks continue with-
out interruption. A drone killed 
three people in a car in the eastern 
desert region days after Ansar Al-
lah’s overthrow of the government 
in Sana, killing a key religious lead-
er of Al-Qaeda. Other drone attacks 
followed. Ansar Allah opposes the 
US use of drones as a violation of 
Yemeni sovereignty, which Ansar 
Allah defends vigorously, but its 
opposition to drones, by contrast, is 
not vigorous. US training of coun-
terterrorism forces in Sana’a has 
been discontinued, but the United 
States has been operating in the 
south, where Ansar Allah has no 
presence; it will continue to oper-

ate there.
Washington’s pragmatic behav-

ior stems from a realistic assess-
ment that Ansar Allah is an impor-
tant political force in Yemen that 
will have a role in shaping the coun-
try’s future. Washington’s hope is 
that the closing of the foreign em-
bassies will force Ansar Allah to 
negotiate more realistically with 
the rest of Yemen’s diverse political 
IRUFHV��86�EHKDYLRU�DOVR�UHÀHFWV�WKH�
common animosity it shares with 
Ansar Allah toward Al-Qaeda.

Looking ahead
The current military buildup in the 
east is an ominous sign that An-
sar Allah has not learned anything 
from its theatric bungling of Sana’a 
politics and is preparing to extend 
its military campaign into the oil-
rich eastern desert. Ansar Allah and 
opposing Yemeni military units 
and tribal forces from the eastern 
desert are amassed in opposing 
camps east of Sana’a in prepara-
tion for a major war for the Marib, 
Jawf, and Shabwa regions. Such a 
move might prove the end of Ansar 
Allah’s dominance as its political 
weakness unravels in the areas al-
ready under its control, particularly 
if Saleh’s loyalists turn against it. If 
Ansar Allah falls apart, Saleh would 
likely have a major say in the next 
government.

Annie Slemrod
IRIN
First published Feb. 16

J
XVW� RYHU� ¿YH� SHUFHQW� RI�
the money pledged to re-
build Gaza after last sum-
mer’s devastating 50-day 
war with Israel has been 

delivered, IRIN has learned.
More than 2,000 Palestinians—

the majority civilians—were killed 
GXULQJ� WKH� FRQÀLFW� DQG� DURXQG�
100,000 homes were destroyed.  
6L[� PRQWKV� VLQFH� D� FHDVH¿UH� ZDV�
agreed, many families are still 
sleeping in temporary shelters.

Five months ago world leaders 
promised over $5 billion for re-
construction, redevelopment, and 
government assistance. Yet only a 
fraction has actually materialized.

“Approximately $300 million” 
has been received so far, a source at 
WKH�ṘFH�RI�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�'HSXW\�
Prime Minister Mohammad Mus-
tafa—who is heading up the gov-
HUQPHQW¶V�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�H̆RUWV�LQ�
Gaza—told IRIN.

“Projects [that are] being held 
up because of the lack of donations 
are major reconstruction projects, 
chief among them housing and 
road reconstruction,” the source 
said.

The revelation follows comments 
by Robert Turner, the Gaza head of 
UNWRA—the UN agency for Pales-
tine refugees—that “virtually none” 
of the pledged funds had reached 
the territory.

Broken promises?
The $5.4 billion that was promised 
at the Cairo conference exceeded 
the $4 billion the Palestinian Au-
thority said it needed. About $2.8 
billion of the pledged money was 
HDUPDUNHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�
of reconstruction. Yet only a frac-
tion of that has been made avail-
able.

Tracking down who promised 
ZKDW� KDV� SURYHG� VWXEERUQO\� GL̇-
cult.

The website of the conference, 
which was hosted by Egypt and 
1RUZD\��FRQWDLQV�QR�VSHFL¿F�EUHDN-
down of funding pledges.

IRIN asked the Norwegians to 
provide a full list of promises made, 

but Frode Overland Anderson, a 
spokesperson for Norway’s minis-
WHU�RI� IRUHLJQ�D̆DLUV�� WROG� ,5,1�³LW�
is not feasible to make a complete 
and detailed breakdown of pledges 
from the Cairo conference.” The 
reasons, Anderson said, were “part-
ly because donors have [yet] to pro-
vide a comprehensive breakdown 
of their contributions and partly 
due to conditions on the ground 
that are preventing [disbursement 
of] further installments.”

However, some say there has 
been too little emphasis placed on 
chasing up the money. Contrast-
ing it with pledging conferences 
IRU� 6\ULD�� RQH� 81� VWD̆HU� VDLG� WKH�
(J\SWLDQV�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�VẊFLHQWO\�
pro-active.

“When Kuwait organized the con-
ference on Syria the secretariat fol-
lowed strict procedures to ensure 
that the money got paid, including 
inviting donors to meetings. Egypt 
has done nothing.”
(J\SWLDQ�ṘFLDOV�GLG�QRW�UHVSRQG�

to requests for comment.
In fact it was only in mid-Janu-

ary, ahead of a donors’ meeting in 
March, that Norway formally re-
quested the World Bank to track 
down how much money had been 
delivered.

According to Steen Lau Jor-
gensen, the World Bank’s coun-
try director for Gaza and the West 
Bank, the process will “include a 
UHSRUW«�WKDW�ZLOO�UHÀHFW�WKH�SOHGJHV�
of Gaza reconstruction disbursed 
through all channels and the timing 
for disbursement. It will also assess 
to what extent the donors have re-
alized their pledges and will break 
down the list of pledges into budget 
support and Gaza reconstruction.”

Political uncertainty
One European diplomat told IRIN 
that although the lack of actual dis-
bursement so far is especially low 
in this case, conferences are noto-
rious for producing big headline 
¿JXUHV� WKDW� GRQ¶W� XOWLPDWHO\� PD-
terialize. “These kinds of pledging 
events tend to produce much more 
in pledges than what is actually 
delivered,” he said. “I doubt that 
we have ever seen a pledging con-
ference where commitments were 
ever followed up completely.”

But even before Cairo, donors ex-
pressed frustration that they were 
expected to pay to rebuild a terri-
tory that would likely descend into 
repeated violence without a durable 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
FRQÀLFW�

Hamas and Fatah, the two lead-
ing Palestinian factions, reached a 
political agreement ending seven 
years of bitter division just before 
the latest outbreak of hostilities 
with Israel. But the new joint gov-
ernment of technocrats has yet to 
take over in the Gaza strip leaving 
Hamas—considered a terrorist or-
ganization by the United States—
still in charge. That is a matter of 
concern for some donors.

A senior European Union diplo-
mat who is familiar with the situa-
tion told IRIN, “Donors are holding 
back until the Palestinian Authority 
gets a foothold in Gaza.” “We need 
to see some signs of political cer-
tainty and there is none,” he said.

The source in the Palestinian 
GHSXW\� SULPH� PLQLVWHU¶V� ṘFH�
agreed that some “donors seem to 
EH�KHVLWDQW�LQ�IXO¿OOLQJ�WKHLU�SOHGJ-
es as the reconciliation agreements 
seem to be at an impasse.” But he 
added, “the [Palestinian] govern-
ment believes reconstruction ef-
forts should proceed regardless of 
the progress in implementing the 
agreement.”

Everyone IRIN spoke to agreed 
that the United Nations-brokered 
Reconstruction Monitoring Mecha-
nism, designed to allow construc-
tion materials into Gaza while 
assuaging Israeli concerns about 
security, is now operating. But the 
broader Israeli blockade of Gaza 
remains in place and Norway said 
there is still “the challenge of pro-
YLGLQJ� VẊFLHQW� YROXPHV� RI� EXLOG-
ing materials into Gaza.”

The European Union diplomat 
said concerns about Israeli control 
over the borders added to worries 
about Gaza’s political situation. 
“The fact of the matter is that a lot 
of the money pledged in Cairo was 
premised on the Israelis easing the 
blockage… so that people would be 
able to travel more freely keeping 
in mind security concerns, and that 
the Palestinian Authority would be 
able to play more of a role of au-

thority in Gaza. These two admit-
tedly complicated issues have not 
materialized in a way that gives 
anyone a feeling this is worth the 
money at the moment.”

Slow trickle
The Gulf Arab states in particular 
pledged-high at Cairo: Qatar prom-
ised some $1 billion, the United 
Arab Emirates $200 million, and 
Saudi Arabia $500 million ahead of 
the conference.

Yet so far they have made only 
limited payments due to the lack of 
political change. Said the European 
ṘFLDO��³7KHUH�LV�VRPH�GLVDSSRLQW-
ment that Arab countries may have 
made commitments that are not 
GHOLYHULQJ«� LW� LV� SDUWLFXODUO\� GL̇-
cult to get them to commit to actu-
ally provide cash which is what is 
now needed,” as opposed to in-kind 
donations—providing the required 
goods and services themselves. The 
cash shortage is particularly acute 
for projects carried out by UNRWA, 
which recently had to suspend its 
¿QDQFLDO� DVVLVWDQFH� IRU� UHQW� DQG�
home repairs because of a lack of 

funding.
UNRWA spokesperson Chris 

Gunness said “donors have been 
generous but unfortunately this 
does not cover all the needs; hence 
we were forced to suspend the cash 
program for rent and rebuilding 
which are among the most urgent 
needs.”

The European Union diplomat 
said these countries, with their po-
litical ties to Gaza, are as keen as 
the Europeans to see change from 
the Israelis and the Palestinian Au-
thority. “The ones who have come 
XS�ZLWK�ELJ�¿JXUHV��WKH�4DWDULV��WKH�
Saudis and the Turks, they need to 
see some progress, truth be told.”

A humanitarian crisis
The limited funds that have been 
made available have allowed some 
reconstruction work to begin: Some 
schools and health facilities have 
been patched up and there have 
been emergency repairs on electric-
ity, water, and sanitation networks. 
The huge piles of rubble, left behind 
after the Israeli bombardment, are 
now starting to be cleared.

But Hamas spokesperson Sami 
Abu Zuhri told IRIN he doesn’t see 
much progress. “Gaza residents 
GRQ¶W�QRWLFH�DQ\�UHDO�H̆RUW�WR�VWDUW�
reconstruction operations, except 
very little amounts that are used 
to rehabilitate, restore, and repair 
some houses here and there.”

Larger projects, including re-
building roads and economic infra-
structure, are nearly ready to begin 
but will remain on hold until the 
money arrives. Anderson, spokes-
person for Norway’s Ministry of 
)RUHLJQ� $̆DLUV�� WROG� ,5,1�� ³:KLOH�
the UN system has made its best 
H̆RUW� WR� DGGUHVV� WKH� VKRUW�WHUP�
needs, further implementation re-
TXLUHV�VZLIW�¿QDQFLDO�FRQWULEXWLRQV�
by the donors.”

The Palestinian source said do-
nors should “be reminded that the 
people of Gaza are in dire need, and 
that failing to move forward with 
reconstruction could have negative 
impacts on security and stability in 
the region.”

Republished with permission from 
IRIN.

Yemen’s Ansar Allah:

&DXVHV�DQG�H̆HFWV�RI�LWV�SXUVXLW�RI�SRZHU

2QO\�¿YH�SHUFHQW�RI�SOHGJHG�DLG�UHDFKHV�*D]D

Palestinian families travel to an UNRWA school to seek shelter after evacuating their homes in the north of 
the Gaza Strip. Gaza City, July 13, 2014. 
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��/���� � �ôœĉŎĬĔĿí
��/������ �ôœĎĤĸĿí
��/���¢�� �þŔŀĈĿí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/������/�/  �àîĬňě���ôŔŇĉčŗí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/��� �� �ĉîĄ÷śí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/��� �� �Œñĉ�ŅíĎŔģ

فنادق
��/���������                    ��àîĬňě�čŎŔĻĎŔŃ�ĵĊňĳ
��/��¡�����ŅĊī �
��/��¡���/  �Ďńė�ĵĊňĳ
��/������� �������ĺŔòńĳŎŃ�ĵĊňĳ
��/���������ı �
��/������/��/�� �őĉčōďś�ĵĊňĳ

��/������ �Ēňœĉďč�óĊŔě�ýî÷�ĵĊňĳ
��/������/ ��� �àîĬňě���ôķĊňĴŀĿ�ôŔńĿîĬĿí
��/��¡��� �àîĬňě���ŅíĎŌė�ĵĊňĳ
��/������ ,����¡�  ŒļŀńĿí�ýîøĿí�ôĄňÿãō��ĵĊňĳ

معاهد
��/����¡�/�/�� �ŒĿîœ�ĊŌĬŃ
��/������� �ŒøĿí�ĊŌĬŃ
��/�� ������ı ���Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿíō�õîİŀĿ�ŒŇîĤœĎòĿí�ĊŌĬńĿí
��/�� ¡ � ��ĊŔĔĻí�ĊŌĬŃ

 ��/������ �ŒĿîŃ�ĊŌĬŃ
��/��¡� � �ŅĐœíčŎŋ�ĊŌĬŃ

شركات التأمين
��/������ �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�óĊĄøńĿí
��/� �¢�� �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôŔňģŎĿí

ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôŔŃŜēří�ôŔňńŔĿí�ôĻĎĘĿí
��/��¡� � �ņŔŃäøĿí�óĉîīçō
��/����¢�� �ŅîŃã�ôĻĎė
��/��¡¡�¢ �ņŔŃäøĿí�óĉîīçō�ņŔŃäøŀĿ�óĎœĐĀĿí

 ��¡���/�/� �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôœĎĤĸĿí�ôŔňńŔĿí�ôĻĎĘĿí
��¡��¢��ĒĻîĳ

مدارس
��/���¡���ĒĻîĴŀ÷ �ĽîĴģŗí�ôăíō�ôğōč
 ����������ľœîñŎŃ   
��/������� �Ŏòň�œč�ôēčĊŃ

              ��/������  
  ��/� ��¢�/�� �ôŔĿōĊĿí�àîĬňě�đčíĊŃ
     ��/� ��¢���ı ��
��/��¡��¡/¢ �ŊŔĿōĊĿí�ŊŔĻĎøĿí�ôēčĊŃ
��/�¡��¢� �õíčîňŃ�ôēčĊŃ

سفريات
��/�¡�       ��/� ��¢� �őŜĳ�đĊķ

 ���� ��ŅĊī���/ ����¡�  ôăîŔĔĿíō�õîœĎĴĔŀĿ�őîļē
��/
�����¡ �ĎĸĜĿí�õŜĤī
������ �ĎĸĜĿí�Ľîńīã�ĐĻĎŃ
��������¡/�¢/��� �ŊăîŔĔĿíō�õîœĎĴĔŀĿ�ŊŔńĿîĬĿí
��/� �¡¢��� �ņńŔĿí�õîœĎĴē�õśîĻō

مطاعم
	ŒŇîòŔĘĿí�ŉĊòī�ĊńĄŃ�łēîñ
���ŒŇîòŔĘĿí�óďîòĈŃō�łĬĤŃ

¢�� �����ĒĻîĳ����� �¢��������� � �������ŅŎĴŀ÷
�� �¢� �ŒŇîñîŔĿí�ŎñîňŃ�łĬĤŃ
���¢¢¢ ��Œ÷ĎŔĤĳ

B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWA R D

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

U�For Sale       U�Job vacancies
U�Buying        U�Job seekers 
U�Housing available  U��Other
U�Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3

 
� �ôİĿ�ŁŎŀñĉ�óčîĀ÷�đŎœčŎĿîļñ

�Œĳ�îŃîī�15�óĎòć�ôœĐŔŀĀŇí
 5�îŌňŃ�ôĬÿíĎńĿíō�ôòēîĄńĿí

��ŒĿîŃ�ĎœĊŃ�ŁíŎīí
770080443�735587876

� �ôœĐŔŀĀŇí�ôİĿ�ĎŔøĔŔÿîŃ
�ðēîĄĿí�óĉîŔĸĿ�ôŔĿōĊĿí�ôĜćĎĿí
�ðœčĊøĿí�ĽîĀŃ�Œĳ�óĎòć�ŒĿŕí
�Œĳ�ðįĎœ�õíŎňē�7�ņŃ�ĎüĻŗ
�ðŀĤøœ�ĽîĀŃ�őã�Œĳ�ľńĬĿí

736974711��ôœĐŔŀĀŇśí�ôİŀĿí
� ���ôœĐŔŀĀŇí�ôİĿ�đŎœĎĿîļñ

�óĎòć���Ď÷ŎŔòńĻ�ŁŎŀñĉ
�ðįĎœ��ņŔøňē�ôœčîĀ÷�õŜēíĎŃ

��ôŔăîòĜĿí�óĎøĴĿí�Œĳ�ľńĬĿí
 733778849

� �Őŀī�ôŀěîă�ľěŗí�ôœĊňŋ
�ôœčî÷Ďļēō�őĐŔŀĀŇí�ŁŎŀñĉ

�Œĳ�óĎòć�îŌœĊĿ�ďîøńŃ�ĎœĊĸøñ
�ôńÿĎøĿíō�ĒļŔĳíĎĀĿí

�îŌœĊĿ�ôœčîĀøĿí�õŜēíĎńĿíō
�ĶœŎĔøĿí�óčíĉí�Œĳ�óĎòć

��ĐĬ÷�Œĳ�ľńĬĿí�ĊœĎ÷�õîĬŔòńĿíō
736653489

� �đĊňŌŃ���ŒķďíĎĿí�Œŀī�ĲēŎœ
�ïŎēîăō�õîŃŎŀĬŃ�ôŔňĸ÷

771293966
� ���ĉíĊă�ĲŔĤŀĿíĊòī�ĐøĬŃ

�õîŃŎŀĬŃ�ôŔňĸ÷�đĊňŌŃ

733984178�ïŎēîăō
� �Œĳ�óĎòć�ôòēîĄŃ�đŎœĎĿîļñ

 8�óĊńĿ�ôĬÿíĎńĿíō�õîñîĔĄĿí
�Ď÷ŎŔòńĻ�ŁŎŀñĉ�õíŎňē

�ņńœ�ņŃ�đĉîĔĿí�číĊěśí
�ĒļŇōŗí�ŁîĨŇ�ĹČĻō�öĳŎē
�770705472��ľŃîĘĿí�ōĎñ

733079882
� �ņŔøňē�óĎòć�ŒŇĊŃ�đĊňŌŃ

��óďîøńŃ�ôœĐŔŀĀŇí�ôİĿ
777055889

� �ôĬŃîÿ���ôńÿĎ÷�đŎœĎĿîļñ
�õŜēíĎńĿí�Œĳ�óĎòć���àîĬňě
�ĎüĻã�ôœčíĉśí�Ľîńīŗíō�ôœčîĀøĿí

�Œĳ�ðįĎœ���õíŎňē�6�ņŃ
�ôŔëîĔńĿí�óĎøĴĿí�Œĳ�ľńĬĿí

777991248����Ģĸĳ
� �óĎòć�ôœĐŔŀĀŇí�ôİĿ�đŎœĎĿîļñ

���ĒœčĊøĿí�ĽîĀŃ�Œĳ�ņŔøňē
�Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿí�ŁíĊĈøēí�óĉîÿí
 772663229��öŇĎøŇśíō

� �óčíĉçō�ŊòēîĄŃ�đŎœčŎĿîļñ
�iôœĐŔŀĀŇç�ôİĿ�ŁŎŀñĉō�Ľîńīã

�õîñîĔĄĿí�óčíĉç�Œĳ�ôŀœŎģ�óĎòć
�ņŔøİŀĿîñ�ôœčîĀøĿí�õŜēíĎńĿíō
�ņńŔĿí�Œĳ�ôœĐŔŀĀŇříō�ôŔñĎĬĿí
�ľńĬŀĿ�ĊĬøĔŃ�iôœĉŎĬĔĿíō
715608677��ĽíŎÿ�iÒíčŎĳ

� �Œĳ�ðįĎœ�ĚĜĈøŃ�đčĊŃ
�ĲĜŀĿ�ôŔěŎĜć�đōčĉ�àîĤīí
�ŒñĎĬĿíō�õîŔğîœĎĿí�Œĳ�ĪēîøĿí

�ïŜĤĿ�ŁŎŀĬĿíō�őĐŔŀĀŇśíō
��ôŔŃŎļĄĿí�đčíĊńĿí

734680597
� �óĉîŌė�õîļòė�đĊňŌŃ

�õśîĜ÷śí�Œĳ�đŎœĎĿîļñ
�Œĳ�Sisco�óĉîŌėō�õîļòĘĿíō
�ľńĬŀĿ�ĊĬøĔŃ�õîļòĘĿí�ĽîĀŃ

770497062��íčŎĳ

� �ôÿîĄñ�àîĬňě�Œĳ�õîŃĊć�ðøļŃ
�õîķŜīō�ĶœŎĔ÷�ĚøĈŃ�ŐĿç
�óĎòćō�ľŋæŃ�ľńĄœ��ôŃîī
�óĉîÿí�ĪŃ�ľķśí�Őŀī�ņŔøňē

��îĸĤŇō�ôñîøĻ�ôœĐŔŀĀŇśí�ôİŀĿí
yementmsoffice@gmail.

com
� �ņī�ôœčîĘøēśí�číĊĿí�ņŀĬ÷

�õîñîĔă�ŒĬÿíĎŃ�3�Ľ�îŌøÿîă
�õíŎňē�3�ņī�ľĸ÷�ś�óĎòć

�ôœĐŔŀĀŇśí�ôİŀĿí�ĊŔĀ÷�óĎŔ÷Ďļē

�óĎŔĔĿí�ľēčí��õíŎňē�3�óĎòćō
cha_yemen@�ŐĿç�ôŔ÷íČĿí

yahoo.com
� �ôŔńň÷ō�ðœčĊøŀĿ�őĊňļĿí�ĐĻĎńĿí

�ôœčî÷Ďļē�ŐĿç�ôÿîĄñ�õíčĊĸĿí
�ľŔěîĴøĿ��ïŜĤĿí�Ņōæė�óčíĉíō
�406448��õ�Őŀī�ľĜ÷í�ĎŔüĻí

406437��ĒĻîĳ�467588
� �Œĳ�ľńĬŀĿ�ņŔēčĊŃ�ïŎŀĤŃ

�ôĳîļĿ�ôŔňńŔĿí�ôŔĻĎøĿí�đčíĊńĿí
�ôŔñĉŗíō�ôŔńŀĬĿí�õîĜĜĈøĿí
�őĐŔŀĀŇí�łĔķ�ŒńŀĬĿí�łĔĸĿí
�ĊĄĻ�đŎœĎĿîļñ�Őŀī�ņŔŀěîă
��õ��õíŎňē�3�óĎòć�ĪŃ�ŐŇĉã
525124��ĒĻîĳ�525121

� �ŅĊī�Œĳ�ĪŔòŀĿ�ĝčã�ôĬĤķ
�ĵíčōã�ĪñĎŃ�ĎøŃ�240�îŌøăîĔŃ

 14ō�õîēîēã�îŌñō�ôŔŇŎŇîķ
734696159��ĂŀĔŃ�ĉŎńī
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<HPHQ·V�ILUVW�DQG��PRVW�ZLGHO\�UHDG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�QHZVSDSHU

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

Story and photo by
Mohammad Al-Samawi

L ive programming at 
state-run Saba TV 
FKDQQHO� KDV� EHHQ� R̆�
air since Saturday, 
ZKHQ�VWD̆�DW�WKH�FKDQ-

nel escalated protests and refused 
to continue work. Their salaries 
have not been paid since Novem-
ber. 
7KH� VWD̆� RI� 6DED� 79� DUH� QRW�

alone—all public sector media em-
ployees have not been paid for at 
least two months. Aden TV employ-
ees have not received salaries for 
over three months, while employees 
from Al-Iman and Yemen TV chan-
nels have gone without pay for the 
months of December and January. 
7KH�ṘFHV�RI�6DED��$O�,PDQ��DQG�

Yemen TV are housed in a com-
pound in the Al-Jiraf neighborhood 

of Sana’a. Saba employees are on 
full strike and are not showing up 
to work, but some employees from 
Yemen TV are operating pre-re-
corded broadcasts for Saba’s chan-
nel, which continues to run. 

After months without pay, many 
HPSOR\HHV� DUH� IHHOLQJ� D� KHDY\� ¿-
nancial burden.

“Employees are under extreme 
SUHVVXUH� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� ¿QDQFLDO�
VWDWH� WKH\�DUH� LQ�´�VDLG�7DZ¿T�$EX�
Zaid, director of the Program Man-
agement Department at Saba. “We 
have never been though something 
like this before, we do not even have 
the taxi fair to get to work.”

Abdulrahman Al-Yahayri, a news 
anchor for Yemen TV channel and 
director of the News Anchors De-
partment, said, “I started my strike 
a week ago and went back to Ibb, 
P\� KRPHWRZQ�� GXH� WR� WKH� GL̇-
FXOW� ¿QDQFLDO� FRQGLWLRQV� ZH� KDYH�

reached. If this is how things are 
going to be then the media profes-
sion is over.”

“This is it,” said Mufareh Al-Has-
san, program creator and presenter 
for Al-Iman TV channel. “How are 
we going to do our creative jobs and 
represent Yemeni media while our 
children are starving at home? How 
are we going to do that while our 
landlords are asking for the rent? 

How are we going to do our jobs 
while we are starving? Sadly, this is 
our life right now.”

Ammar Marza, who is not a 
full-time employee but works as a 
FRQWUDFWRU�IRU�6DED�79��VDLG�KLV�¿-
nancial circumstances deteriorated 
even faster because of his irregular 
income. 

“I was evicted because of not 
paying my rent, the landlord went 
and complained to Ansar Allah [the 
Houthis], and I told them I’m an 
employee at Saba,” he explained. 
“They seized my furniture and the 
landlord locked the apartment. I 
had to borrow money in order to go 
back with my wife and kids to live 
with family in Hodeida.” 

There are plenty of similar cas-
es, said Hamdi Al-Abasi. He is the 
head of a committee made up of 
Saba employees, established in 
November, which began calling 
for contract employees to be made 
full-time workers. After payments 
stopped, in December the commit-
tee switched focus and is demand-
ing all employees be paid. 
³7KLV�¿QDQFLDO�FULVLV�KDV�VKRFNHG�

the employees,” he said. “They do 
not even have YR50 ($0.25) to pay 
for the bus.” 

A short-term solution
Saba is part of the TV Sector in the 
General Yemeni Corporation for 
Radio and TV, a body under the 
Ministry of Information which in-
cludes all state-run media organi-
zations. 

According to Al-Abasi, the em-
ployees have reached a dead end 
with the corporation and the banks 
and are going on strike as a last re-
sort. 

A source in the Financial Depart-
ment of the General Yemeni Corpo-
ration for Radio and TV, who pre-
ferred to remain anonymous, said 
the delay in payments is caused by 
several factors—namely, corruption 
within the corporation, lack of coor-
dination between its members and 
the Central Bank of Yemen (CBY), 
and excessive bureaucracy. 

The CBY does not have funds 
available for January and Febru-
ary’s salaries, according to the 
source, who claims money is avail-
able to cover December’s payments. 
6WD̆�DW�&%<�FRXOG�QRW�EH�UHDFKHG�

for comment. 
Faced with the deadlock, mem-

bers of the Visual Media Union, 
which represents public television 
employees, have taken matters into 
their own hands.

While the corporation’s commer-
cial department normally handles 
marketing and advertising, the 
head of the union, Abdulrahman 
Al-Bukari, has been signing adver-
tising agreements on their account 
LQ�D�ODVW�GLWFK�H̆RUW�WR�UDLVH�PRQH\�
for salaries.

“We solved the problem when 
Bashar Mutahar, the general direc-
tor for the corporation, and I went 
to MTN telecommunications com-
pany and agreed they would pay 
us YR50,000,000 ($232,000) in 
exchange for advertisements,” he 
explained. 

MTN’s Marketing and Adver-

tisement Department has con-
¿UPHG� WKH� GHDO� ZLWK� 6DED�� $O�
Bukari has also approached the 
Yemen Mobile Company and raised 
YR40,000,000 ($186,000) in a 
similar deal. 

In order to raise extra funds, the 
Cooperative and Agriculture Credit 
Bank (CAC Bank), which is autho-
rized to pay full-time employees, 
has also released YR80,000,000 
�����������IURP�WKH�VWD̆¶V�PHGLFDO�
insurance reserve.

With this money, Al-Bukari said 
payments owed for the month of 
December will be paid for all state 
television and radio employees on 
Thursday, February 19. 

At the beginning of February TV 
sector employees began protests 
at the Central Bank of Yemen to 
demand their salaries. According 
WR�$O�%XNDUL�� WKH�ṘFH�PDQDJHU�RI�
the bank’s director, Mohammad 
Awad Bin Hummam, promised the 
funds would be released “within the 
coming days.” However, half way 
through February employees have 
yet to receive any payments.

6DED�79�VWD̆�VWULNH�LQ�
demand of salaries

Following months without pay, public media employees have taken matters into their own hands. 
Live broadcasts at Saba TV ended Saturday, and desperately needed funds have been sought in new 
advertisement deals. 

رؤيتنا
للإعلام دور كبير ومهم في الدعوة للتغيير السلمي فهو ركيزة من ركائز التغيير نحو الأفضل, ولكن 
سلبياً  أثراً  يخلق  مما  الإعلامية  المؤسسات  على  أجنداتها  تفرض  أن  اعتادت  السياسية  الصراعات 
واضحاً على طابع استقلال الإعلام  و أثّر بشكل مباشر على معايير أساسية مثل الحيادية والموضوعية.

وهنا تسعى “ إذاعة يمن تايمز“ لتعزز من دور مؤسستها الاعلامية المستقلة لتصل إلى كل من 
لا تصل إليه عبر صحيفتها لتكون من الإذاعات الرائدة في اليمن التي جعلت من الحياد والإستقلال 
سياسة  خلال  من  تفرضها  أن  استطاعت  التي  الحسنة  سمعتها  بذلك  مواصلة  لها  خاصة  سياسة 

الصحيفة على الرغم من عدم وجود قوانين منظمة لعمل الإذاعات الخاصة في اليمن.

أهدافنا
اليمني  للجمهور  هامة  وموضوعات  جديدة  نظر  وجهات  طرح  على  تايمز“  يمن  “راديو  يعمل 

ويعايش قضايا المواطنين الذين يجيدون اللغة الانجليزية والعربية والأميين بشكل مباشر.
ويسعى أيضا لإيجاد فضاءات جديدة لحرية الرأي والتعبير في اليمن عامة وفي العاصمة صنعاء 
وحرية  الديمقراطية  مفاهيم  وليعزز  لهم»  صوت  لا  من  «صوت  تايمز  يمن  راديو  ليكون   خاصة 
وحقوق  والطفل  المرأة  قضايا  تعالج  التي  المتنوعة  البرامجية  دوراته  خلال  من  والتعبير  الرأي 
الإنسان وتدافع عن الحريات بواسطة إعلامها الهادف وبرامجها المتعددة والتي تخاطب بشفافية 
سكان  سواء  يتابعها  من  لكل  واضحة  وإيجابية  شبابية  بروح  وتتسم  مستمعيها  كل  وموضوعية 

صنعاء أو اليمن.

التأسيس
”راديو يمن تايمز“ هو أول إذاعة مجتمعية في صنعاء، حيث بدأ العمل في هذا المشروع في بداية 
2012، والذي كان تأسيسه من أهم رؤى مؤسس يمن تايمز الراحل، البروفسور عبد العزيز السقاف. 
ولذلك سعت الأستاذة / نادية السقاف  رئيس تحرير صحيفة يمن تايمز إلى تحقيق فكرة المؤسس 
آمن  ومن  والداعمين  المتطوعين  من  الكثير  بمشاركة  تايمز   يمن  راديو  تأسيس  خلال  من  الراحل، 

بأهمية الإعلام المستقل ودور الإذاعات المجتمعية.
الإذاعات  تأسيس  يدعم  دولي  برنامج  هو  و  أصًواتنا،  مشروع  من  جزء  تايمز  يمن  إذاعة  وتعد 
المجتمعية في دول الربيع العربي. حيث يتمحور هذا البرنامج حول العرب الذين سعوا لأن تكون 
نقطة  تكون  بحيث  التجارية،  أو  الحكومية،  الاحتكارات  عن  بعيداً  مسموعة،  المستقلة  أصواتهم 

انطلاق جديدة لكل من يريد الخوض في تجربة الإذاعات المجتمعية المستقلة.




