
Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 23—The Cabinet 
has dismissed the decision an-
nounced Sunday by the Houthi 
Revolutionary Committee for it to 
return as a caretaker government, 
according to Cabinet Spokesperson 
Rajeh Badi. 

“The government does not care 
about decisions made by the Revo-
lutionary Committee,” he told the 
Yemen Times on Monday.

The Houthi Revolutionary Com-
mittee issued a statement on Sun-
day evening calling for the Cabinet, 
which resigned Jan. 22, to return. 

“The resigned government is 
assigned to manage the state of 
JHQHUDO�D̆DLUV�XQWLO� WKH� IRUPDWLRQ�
of the transitional government ac-
cording to the constitutional dec-
laration,” reads the full statement, 
which came one day after Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi, who resigned 
DV� SUHVLGHQW� RQ� -DQ�� ���� ÀHG� WR�
Aden governorate. 

Spokesperson Badi said a state-
ment released by the Cabinet on 
-DQ�� ��� FRQ¿UPV� WKDW� WKH� UHV-
ignation is irreversible. In that 
statement the Cabinet terms the 
Houthis’ takeover of the Presi-
dential Palace on Jan. 19 a “coup.” 
Three days after that incident, on 
Jan. 22 in a letter addressed to 
Hadi from then Prime Minister 
Khaled Bahah, the Cabinet an-
nounced its resignation. 

Mohammad Al-Sharjabi, the 
head of the Information Commit-
tee within the Revolutionary Com-
mittee’s Legal Authority, said the 

decision is legitimate and binding. 
He claims the Revolutionary Com-
mittee gets its legitimacy from 
what he terms the Sept. 21 revolu-
tion, and is now responsible for the 
FRXQWU\¶V�D̆DLUV�

Rumors began circulating on lo-
cal news Monday afternoon that 
the Houthis would impose their 
decision on Cabinet members and 
either force them to return or put 
them on trial. 

Al-Sharjabi denied the rumors, 
telling the Yemen Times Monday 
afternoon that the Houthis will 
not put them on trial “even if it is 
legal” for them to do so. However, 
earlier the same day, Al-Sharjabi 
said “those who are in charge of the 
Cabinet [referring to all members] 
should be brought to trial because 
Hadi did not accept their resigna-
tion.” 

According to him the Revolu-
tionary Committee has “yet to de-
cide on what they are going to do 
with the ministers,” but there are 
several possible solutions to be dis-
cussed in the coming days, one of 
which is to assign the deputy min-
isters as acting ministers. 

According to Al-Sharjabi, the 
Revolutionary Committee is re-
sponsible for making this decision 
because, immediately following 
Cabinet’s resignation on Jan. 22, 
Hadi should have ordered the Cabi-
net to remain in place until a new 
Cabinet was formed. Because of his 
failure to do so, and because of his 
own resignation as president, “the 
Revolutionary Committee became 
the group responsible for decisions 

like this.”
It remains unclear how long it 

will take to form a new govern-
ment, and therefore how long the 
Cabinet is being asked to return 
IRU��$O�6KDUMDEL�FRQ¿UPHG�

A lawyer with the National Or-
ganization for Defending Rights 
and Freedoms (HOOD), Moham-
mad Al-Hunahi said the “so-called 
Revolutionary Committee does not 
have legitimacy.” In his view they 
seized power as the result of a coup, 
and they do not have the right to is-
sue decisions.

“The only one who has the right 
to issue decisions is President 
Hadi, and the Cabinet should not 
honor the decisions of this commit-
tee. The government acted legally 
when it refused to manage the state 
RI�JHQHUDO�D̆DLUV�́ �KH�DGGHG�

He stated that legally the cabinet 
should continue its work as an “act-
ing cabinet” until the formation 
of a new government, but current 
circumstances—namely the house 
arrests imposed on Cabinet mem-
bers by the Houthis—warrant their 
refusal to return to work.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki 

SANA’A, Feb. 23—Abdu Rabu 
Mansour Hadi met with southern 
governors and security person-
nel Sunday evening, reclaiming 
his presidency and calling for the 
capital to be moved to Aden while 
national talks resume. 

Hadi escaped from house ar-
rest in Sana’a on Feb. 21, where 
KH� KDG� EHHQ� FRQ¿QHG� VLQFH� KLV�
resignation on Jan. 22. Amid 
FRQÀLFWLQJ�UHSRUWV��+RXWKL�VRXUF-
es allege he managed to escape 
on Saturday morning disguised 
in woman’s clothing. 

A legitimate president?
Arriving in the south, Hadi met 
with governors Abdulaziz Bin 
Habtour of Aden, Ali Qasim Ta-
leb of Al-Dhale, Ahmad Abullah 
Al-Majidi of Lahj, Jamal Al-Aqel 
of Abyan, and Saeed Bahaqiba 
of Socotra, as well as Brigadier 
Nasser Al-Taheri, head of the 
Fourth Military Command.

In a statement released by Mu-
hammed Mosaed, spokesperson 
for the Aden Security Adminis-
tration, Hadi is said to have “con-
¿UPHG� GXULQJ� WKH� PHHWLQJ� KLV�
continuation of tasks as head of 
the republic, and emphasized the 
importance of maintaining con-
stitutional legitimacy.”

Hadi also intends on making 
Aden a temporary capital “until 

Sana’a is free of the Houthis,” ac-
cording to Mosaed. 

Hadi’s statements have re-
ceived mixed reactions, as opin-
ions are divided as to whether the 
president’s resignation was valid 
and if it can now be retracted. 

Abdu Al-Janadi, a spokesper-
son for the General People’s Con-
gress (GPC), said his party will 
not recognize Hadi’s claim to the 
presidency unless his resignation 
is rejected by Parliament. 

“He resigned on Jan. 22 and he 
can’t rescind his resignation until 
it has been accepted or rejected 
by Parliament. As it stands, Hadi 
is no longer the president of Ye-
men,” he said. 

Fadhl Abu Taleb, a member 
RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH��
said Hadi is no longer eligible 
for the presidency following the 
Houthi’s constitutional declara-
WLRQ� RQ� )HE�� ���ZKLFK� H̆HFWLYHO\�
dissolved Parliament—meaning 
there is no Parliament to reject 
Hadi’s resignation.

Furthermore, Hadi was elected 

president of Yemen on Feb. 21, 
2012, for a period of two years. 
His term was extended by one 
\HDU�� HQGLQJ� WKH� GD\� KH� ÀHG� WR�
Aden.  

Others within the former 
Parliament, such as Abdulaziz 
Jubari, a former GPC member 
who now runs the Justice and 
Building Party, believe Hadi has 
the right to return. “He is the le-
gitimate president according to 
the constitution and he has the 
right to rule from any part of the 
country he wishes,” said Jubari, 
who believes Hadi will reveal a 
GL̆HUHQW� NLQG� RI� OHDGHUVKLS�QRZ�
that he has left Sana’a. 

“Hadi resigned while his house 
was being shelled, and Parlia-
ment didn’t hold an emergency 
session during the security break-
down—what has changed since 
then?” he added. 

Consequences for national 
dialogue
National talks at the Movenpick 
Hotel in Sana’a, convened on 
Feb. 7 under the auspices of UN 
Special Envoy Jamal Benomar, 
ZHUH� FDOOHG� R̆� IROORZLQJ� +DGL¶V�
departure from the capital. 

Mansur Al-Jaradi, a political 
analyst who heads the Wujoh 
Media Foundation, an organiza-
tion that works to promote press 
freedom in Yemen, believes con-
tinued negotiations are not nec-

essary because the country now 
has a legitimate president. 

“If there needs to be more ne-
gotiations, they should be held 
outside of Sana’a and should fo-
cus on how to remove the Houthis 
from the capital, not on creating a 
new government,” he said. 

Others, such as GPC spokes-
PDQ�$O�-DQDGL��EHOLHYH�WDONV�R̆HU�
the only peaceful way forward. 
“The only way out of this crisis 
is the dialogue at the Movenpick. 
The Houthis are a strong force 
and Hadi is strong in the south, if 
there is no dialogue there will be 
war,” he said. 

Benomar has remained in 
Sana’a since the crisis unfolded 
on Saturday, and has been in con-
tact with Hadi since his arrival in 
Aden. He called on all parties to 
resume talks, and assured Hadi 
he would pass on his request for 
discussions to be held outside of 
Sana’a to the other delegates, an 
option the Houthis have already 
rejected. 

Continued on page 2

Cabinet rejects call by Houthis to return

A sign in Aden welcoming Hadi and celebrating his arrival. 
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SANA’A, Feb. 23—Hundreds 
demonstrated in Sana’a on Mon-
day afternoon in support of Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi and against 
the presence of Houthi militants 
in the capital. 

The protesters gathered in front 
of the Ministry of Youth and Sport 
on Al-Zubairi Street and marched 

to Al-Siteen Street.   
“Hadi is the legitimate president 

of Yemen and we call on him to 
announce Aden as the capital in-
stead of Sana’a,” said Mahmoud 
Humaid, 32. He joined the protest 
in order to show the international 
community that Yemenis support 
Hadi, he said. 

Omaima Salah, a 26-year-old 
college student, said that she 
wants the Houthi gunmen to leave 

Sana’a. She also supports the step 
taken by Hadi in moving to Aden. 
“President Hadi made the right 
decision by escaping or moving 
to Aden because here in Sana’a 
he was under the control of the 
Houthi militias,” she said. 

“Aden must be the capital be-
cause a capital must be free of mi-
litias.”

The protesters also demanded 
the release of all those abducted 

by the Houthis during previous 
demonstrations. No gunmen were 
visible at Monday’s demonstra-
tion and no one was harassed or 
attacked. 

Some of the yellow signs read: 
“No to armed militias, yes to the 
civil state,” and others read: “We 
are all Saleh Al-Bishri.” Al-Bishri 
was a peaceful protester who was 
kidnapped and subsequently tor-
tured to death. There is consider-

“No to armed militias, yes to the civil state”

Reactions divided 
as Hadi reclaims 
presidency
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Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Feb. 23—Thousands of 
members of the Bani Helel tribal 
federation gathered in Ataq, the 
capital of Shabwa governorate, on 
Monday in an unprecedented dis-
play of support for Hadi and show 
of force against the Houthis.
<XVVHI� $O�.XODL¿�� D� SURPLQHQW�

sheikh from Bani Helel, said the 
gathering was organized to send a 
message to “whoever thinks of in-
vading our governorate, whether 
it be Houthis from the north or Al-
Qaeda in the south.” 

Arriving fully armed in over 400 
vehicles, tribesmen came from sev-
eral districts including Markha, 
Baihan and Ein. A total of 12,000 
were in attendance, according to 
$O�.XODL¿��

The show of force in Shabwa 
comes three days after Abdu Rabu 
Mansour Hadi escaped house ar-
rest and arrived in Aden. From 
there, he retracted his resignation 
and called for national talks to re-
sume outside of Houthi-controlled 
Sana’a. 
$O�.XODL¿�VD\V�WKH�JDWKHULQJ�ZDV�

planned to coincide with Hadi’s 
arrival in Aden and is intended to 
show solidarity with him as “the le-
gitimate president” of Yemen.

“We welcome President Hadi 
with his relatives and supporters in 

the south and we vow to resist any 
attacks carried out against our gov-
HUQRUDWH�´�VDLG�$O�.XODL¿��³:H�ZLOO�
not accept any imposed political so-
lution, including the Houthis’ [Feb. 
6] declaration. We only recognize 
the legitimacy of President Hadi as 
an expression of the people’s will.”

Monday’s gathering is the big-
gest to be organized by tribes in 
the governorate, according to Sa-
lem Al-Sael, who manages the 
JRYHUQRUDWH¶V�PHGLD�ṘFH�DQG�ZDV�
present at the meeting. Another, 
smaller gathering was organized by 
Shabwa’s Al-Awaleq tribe in Janu-

ary. 
In a statement released through 

$O�6DHO¶V� ṘFH�� %DQL� +HOHO� PHP-
EHUV� FRQ¿UPHG� WKHLU� VXSSRUW� IRU�
Hadi, called on the Houthis to re-
lease all members of government 
from house arrest, and dismissed 
the Feb. 6 constitutional declara-
tion as a coup.  

In addition to forming a defen-
sive pact against any military intru-
sions into Shabwa, the tribesmen 
also agreed to form a committee to 
visit Hadi in Aden in order to “get 
briefed on his situation and heath 
condition and show solidarity with 

him.”
Al-Sael said the governorate ad-

ministration, including its six mili-
tary brigades, will support a Bani 
Helel force against any outside in-
terference. 

Mohammed Al-Jomaie, who is in 
charge of the military brigades po-
VLWLRQHG�LQ�6KDEZD��DOVR�FRQ¿UPHG�
his support for Hadi and the Bani 
Helel tribal federation. 

“The brigades will react to any 
directives given by Shabwa’s ad-
PLQLVWUDWLRQ�LI�WKH\�GR�QRW�FRQÀLFW�
with the interests of Shabwa and its 
citizens,” he said.
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SANA’A, Feb. 22—Anti-Houthi 
protests continued Sunday in Ibb 
city the day after one protester was 
killed and six others injured at a 
demonstration on Saturday morn-
ing. 

A senior security source in Ibb 
governorate, speaking to the Ye-
men Times on condition of ano-
nymity, said that a committee 
from Ibb Security Department was 
formed on Sunday to investigate 
the killing of the protester. As of 
Monday afternoon, the source said 
no information is available to be 
released to the public as investiga-
tions are ongoing. 

Saturday’s protest took place 
in Khaleej Al-Huria Square in 
Ibb city. Those in attendance—
mostly youth—were protesting the 
Houthis’ presence in Ibb governor-
ate as well as the group’s Feb. 6 
constitutional declaration. 

The anti-riot unit of the Special 
Security Forces (SSF) intervened 
to disperse the protest, accord-
ing to the source. “The personnel 
belonging to the unit used water 
hoses and then live ammunition to 
disperse the protesters and this is 
wrong because riot police are sup-
posed to use batons only,” he said.

 According to the source, it is not 
yet known if Houthi gunmen were 
involved in the shooting. 

Mohammad Mahroos, a local 
resident who attended Saturday’s 
protest and has attended many 
prior, said the Houthis’ involve-
ment in attacking the peaceful pro-
testers is evident. 

“Houthi gunmen in military and 
plain clothes gathered in Khaleej 
Al-Huria Square early Saturday in 
preparation for the protest, which 
is held every Saturday in Ibb city,” 
Mahroos told the Yemen Times. 

“Youths gathered in the square 
and began protesting but the gun-
PHQ� RSHQHG� ¿UH� RQ� XV�´� KH� VDLG��
Addressing the security source’s 
claim that it was the SSF who dis-
persed the protesters, Mahroos 
countered that “the security forces 
are used as a cover for the Houthi 
gunmen who shoot at protesters.”

Other participants of Saturday’s 
protest also refute the claim that 

LW�ZDV�VHFXULW\� IRUFHV�ZKR�¿UHG�DW�
the protesters. Abdullah Salah Al-
Badani, from Badan district of Ibb 
governorate and currently resid-
ing in Ibb city, said the gunmen 
who shot at the protesters were 
Houthis. 

“There were personnel from the 
riot police in addition to Houthi 
gunmen in plain clothes with 
Houthi slogans on their weapons 
and cars. The gunmen shot at us 
when we started protesting, killing 
one of us and wounding six oth-
ers,” he said. 

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a 
member of the Houthi Political Of-
¿FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� FODLPV� WKHUH� ZHUH�
gunmen from both parties in the 
square.

“The gunmen from both sides 
were involved in a disagreement 
DQG� RSHQHG� ¿UH� WKDW� OHIW� RQH�
protester dead and some oth-
ers wounded,” he told the Yemen 
Times.

Mahroos and Al-Badani denied 
this version of events, saying they 
were peacefully protesting when 
+RXWKL� JXQPHQ� RSHQHG� ¿UH� RQ�
them.
7KH� ṘFH� RI� WKH� -RLQW� 0HHWLQJ�

Parties (JMP) in Ibb governorate 
late Saturday called on Ibb Secu-
rity Chief Mohammad Abduljalil 
Al-Shami to shoulder his responsi-
bility in protecting the protesters. 

“The Security Chief is completely 
responsible for what happened in 

the governorate and he must send 
the perpetrators to court, either se-
curity personnel or members of the 
militias,” said a statement released 
E\�WKH�-03V¶�ṘFH�RQ�6DWXUGD\�

Youth protesters in Ibb city or-
ganize small protests two or three 
times a week, with a larger protest 
every Saturday that draws thou-
sands, according to Mahroos. 
7KLV�LV�QRW�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�YLROHQFH�

has been used on protesters in Ibb. 
$URXQG� ¿YH� SURWHVWHUV� ZHUH� LQ-
jured last Saturday, Feb. 14, when 
alleged Houthi gunmen in a pickup 
WUXFN� RSHQHG� ¿UH� RQ� SURWHVWHUV��
“The protesters managed to reach 
WKH�FDU�DQG�VHW�LW�RQ�¿UH�ZKLOH�WKH�
+RXWKL�JXQPHQ�RQ�ERDUG�ÀHG� WKH�
scene,” Al-Badani said.

Al-Badani asserted that they will 
continue their protests regardless 
of attempts by the Houthis to in-
still fear in them. 

“Using force to frighten us will 
result in more protests against the 
Houthi coup and their presence in 
the governorate,” he added. 

The Houthis gained control 
over much of Ibb governorate in 
mid-October 2014 and established 
checkpoints on main streets, often 
in coordination with security de-
partments in the governorate.

The name of the protester killed 
on Saturday is Fares Nasr Al-Shu-
MD��+H�ZDV� D� ¿UVW�OHYHO� VWXGHQW� LQ�
the English Department at Ibb 
University.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 23—After being 
kidnapped by the Houthis in Sana’a 
Saturday morning, Yahya Al-Arasi, 
the president’s press secretary, was 
released Sunday at midnight, a 
member of his family told the Ye-
men Times.

Khalid Al-Arasi, the victim’s 
nephew, said his uncle was released 
when it became clear he was not in-
volved in Abdu Rabu Mansour Ha-
di’s escape to Aden early Saturday 
morning. According to Khalid, his 
uncle is at his home in Sana’a and 
remains in good health.

The Houthis held him in an un-
known location on 50-Meter Street 
in central Sana’a, Khalid said, and 
was under interrogation since Sat-
urday morning. 

“The Houthis contacted me to 
collect my uncle, they told me to go 
to 50-Meter Street on Sunday eve-
ning and that I should wait in the 
middle of the street, which I did, 
for two hours until midnight. Then 
a military truck came, and my uncle 
was in it. They handed him to me 
and left,” Khalid explained.

As of Monday there remained 
considerable confusion surround-
ing the incident. Numerous orga-
nizations and lawyers following 
the case told the Yemen Times they 
were unaware of Al-Arasi’s release. 
The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 
(YSJ) also reported earlier that that 
kidnapping occurred Friday—be-
fore Hadi left the capital. 

However, Al-Arasi’s nephew said 
the timeline is clear: “My uncle 
was on his way to Hadi’s house on 
Saturday morning, because he is 
Hadi’s press secretary. When he 
reached the gate, armed Houthis 
accused him of being involved in 
Hadi’s escape. However, he only 
found out about [Hadi’s escape] 
from them,” he said. 

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the 
+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D��
admits the Houthis were behind 
Al-Arasi’s disappearance. “The 
Houthis investigated Al-Arasi be-
cause he was suspected of being 
involved in Hadi’s escape, subse-
quently he was released,” he said.

Al-Qahoom refused to give any 
details regarding the time or loca-

tion of Al-Arasi’s arrest, the out-
comes of the interrogation, or why 
he was eventually released.

Khalid Al-Humadi, head of the 
Sana’a-based Hurriya Foundation 
for Press Rights, Freedoms and Me-
dia Development, described what 
happened to Al-Arasi as “a criminal 
act which goes against morals, val-
ues and manners.”
³+H�LV�D�MRXUQDOLVW�¿UVW��UHJDUGOHVV�

of his occupation [in government]. 
We condemn his kidnapping not 
because he works for the president 
but because he is a journalist only 
doing his job and has nothing to do 
with what’s going on,” he said.

Abdulkarim Thuail, head of the 
Council for Detainees, an organiza-
tion formed in the wake of Yemen’s 
2011 uprising and which continues 
to investigate politically-motivated 
detentions, said Al-Arasi was not 
arrested. Al-Arasi’s family were 
not informed of his whereabouts or 
what conditions he was being held 

in, so his case is better described as 
a forced disappearance, according 
to  Thuail. 

“The Houthis commit their 
crimes, trying to gag journalists 
who expose the Houthis’  immoral 
behavior. Any one who opposes 
them gets assaulted, such as the 
ṘFLDO� QHZVSDSHUV� DQG� 79� FKDQ-
nels which were turned into Houthi 
mouthpieces. If people oppose 
them they will be tortured,” he 
added. 

According to the Council for 
Detainees, as of Monday there are 
seven activists and media profes-
sionals being held illegally by the 
Houthis. The following men were 
kidnapped during various pro-
tests in February: Fateh Al-Qadasi, 
$EGX�.KDOLG�$O�+RXWKDL¿��=DNDULD�
Al-Sharabi, Abdulsalam Al-Awash, 
Mu’in Al-Dhubiani, Omar Ahmad 
Saleh Al-Faqih, and Amer Al-Ha-
kim. Their whereabouts remain 
unknown.

Reactions divided 
as Hadi reclaims 
presidency
Southern reactions
Hadi’s arrival in Aden was 
largely welcomed, but his lat-
est statements have received 
a mixed response and south-
erners appear anxious about 
his plans for the immediate 
future. 

Radfan Al-Dubais, the of-
¿FLDO� VSRNHVSHUVRQ� IRU� SUR-
testers in Aden’s Al-Arood 
Square, said Hadi was wel-
come in the governorate as “a 
southern citizen” and that his 
presence there “will help turn 
the table on the Houthi mi-
litias that occupy the capital 
and have turned against the 
system.”

However, he added that 
“the south does not want 
Aden to be made a capital for 
future talks” and invite fur-
WKHU� FRQÀLFW� LQWR� WKH� DUHD� DV�
a result. “The south has one 
clear goal—separation,” he 
said.

Fathi Bin Lazraq, editor-in-
chief of Aden Al-Ghad Daily 
newspaper in Aden, said many 
are unhappy with Hadi’s press 
release because he did not talk 
about the southern issue, and 
that southerners view Hadi as 
a reason for the south’s defeat 

in the 1994 civil war. 
Many will also recall Hadi’s 

involvement in South Yemen’s 
1986 civil war, after which he 
escaped north to Sana’a. In 
December 1987, Hadi was 
found guilty in absentia of 
treason and “committing acts 
of terror and sabotage” and 
sentenced to death, charges 
that were dropped following 
XQL¿FDWLRQ�LQ�������

Popular Committees have 
established control over much 
of Aden governorate since 
Feb. 17. Established under 
Hadi’s guidance at the end of 
2011, he enjoys widespread 
support amongst their mem-
bers. 

Pro-Hadi demonstrations 
were held in a number of gov-
ernorates following his press 
release on Sunday, with large 
showings in Taiz, Dhamar, 
Hodeidah, and Ibb. 

Salim Al-Qadhi, a protester 
in Taiz governorate, said dem-
onstrations were being held to 
“overturn the coup” under the 
slogan: “No coup, no armed 
militias, yes to reclaiming the 
country.” 

Protestors, both in the 
south and in Sana’a city, are 
calling for Hadi to resume his 
WDVNV�DV�3UHVLGHQW�RI�D�XQL¿HG�
Yemen, to temporarily shift 
the capital to Aden, and to rid 
Sana’a of Houthi militants. 

 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hadi’s press secretary 
released, family says 

Shabwa tribes gather in support of 
Hadi

Protesters await justice for 
Ibb killing

Yahya Al-Arasi was kidnapped by the Houthis and interrogated for 
over a day at an unknown location. He was accused of helping Hadi 
HVFDSH�IURP�KRXVH�DUUHVW�DQG�ÀHH�WR�$GHQ���

Dozens of mourners lay Fares Al-Shuja to rest on Monday. On Satur-
day he was shot dead at an anti-Houthi protest in Ibb city.

An estimated 12,000 tribesmen gathered in the capital Ataq Monday. They gathered to show support for 
Hadi and demonstrate their strength to the Houthis. 



3Report24 February, 2015

B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWA R D

Mohammad Al-Samawi

F RUPHU� VWD̆� DQG� MRXU-
QDOLVWV� KDYH� EHHQ� SUR-
WHVWLQJ� WKH� +RXWKL�
WDNHRYHU� RI� $O�6KXPR�
)RXQGDWLRQ� DQG� LWV�

ḊOLDWH� QHZVSDSHU�� $NKEDU� $O�
<RXP�� ZKLFK� KDYH� VLQFH� PRYHG�
WKHLU�RSHUDWLRQV�WR�$GHQ��
7KH� $O�6KXPR� )RXQGDWLRQ� LV� D�

SUHVV� DQG� SULQWLQJ� KRXVH� WKDW� UH-
OHDVHV� D� ZHHNO\� QHZV� SXEOLFDWLRQ�
XQGHU�LWV�RZQ�QDPH��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�
LWV�GDLO\�$OEDU�$O�<RXP�QHZVSDSHU�
3URWHVWV� EHJDQ� RQ� )HE�� ��� WKUHH�

GD\V� DIWHU� DUPHG�+RXWKLV� VWRUPHG�
WKH� ṘFHV� LQ� 6KXPDLOD� QHLJKERU-
KRRG�� DQG� KDYH� EHHQ� KHOG� VLQFH�
WKHQ�DW�ERWK�WKH�6DQD¶D�ṘFH�RI�WKH�
<HPHQL�-RXUQDOLVWV�6\QGLFDWH��<6-��
DQG�WKH�KHDGTXDUWHUV�RI�$NKEDU�$O�
<RXP�LQ�6DQD¶D�
,DG�$O�%XKDLULU��HGLWRU�LQ�FKLHI�RI�

$NKEDU� $O�<RXP�� VDLG� ODUJH� QXP-
EHUV� RI� DUPHG� +RXWKLV� DUULYHG� LQ�
WKUHH�PLOLWDU\�WUXFNV��DFFRPSDQLHG�
E\� WZR� DUPRUHG� YHKLFOHV�� DQG� EH-
VLHJHG� WKH� EXLOGLQJ� IURP� DOO� VLGHV��

6WD̆�ZHUH�GHWDLQHG� LQ� WKHLU�ṘFHV�
IRU� WKUHH� KRXUV�� EHIRUH� UHLQIRUFH-
PHQWV�DUULYHG�WR�HVWDEOLVK�IXOO�FRQ-
WURO�RYHU�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ��
)RXU�VWD̆�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�DUUHVWHG�

IRU�UHVLVWLQJ�WKH�+RXWKLV��DFFRUGLQJ�
WR� $VKUDI� $O�5L¿�� VHFUHWDU\� RI� WKH�
V\QGLFDWH¶V�³)UHHGRPV�&RPPLWWHH�´�
EXW�ZHUH�UHOHDVHG�WZR�GD\V�ODWHU��
7KH�IRXQGDWLRQ¶V�VL[�HGLWRUV�KDYH�

VLQFH� UHORFDWHG� WR� WKHLU� EUDQFK� RI-
¿FH� LQ� $GHQ� DQG� KDYH� FRQWLQXHG�
SXEOLVKLQJ� WKH� GDLO\� SDSHU� IURP�
WKHUH��ZKLFK�PLVVHG� MXVW�RQH� LVVXH�
ZLWK� WKH� VXGGHQ� FORVXUH� RI� WKHLU�
KHDGTXDUWHUV�LQ�6DQD¶D��
7KHUH�ZDV�OLWWOH�FKRLFH�EXW�WR�UH-

OHDVH� DOO� UHPDLQLQJ� VWD̆� IURP� WKH�
IRXQGDWLRQ�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� $O�%X-
KDLULU�� ZKR� VDLG� PDQ\� HPSOR\HHV�
DQG�IDPLOLHV�ULVN�ORVLQJ�WKHLU�KRPHV�
LI�WKH�+RXWKLV�GR�QRW�HQG�WKHLU�VLHJH�
DQG� UHLPEXUVH� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU�
LWV�ORVVHV�
7KH� HGLWRULDO� ERDUG� MRLQ� WKH� ���

VWD̆� PHPEHUV� WKDW� ZHUH� DOUHDG\�
ORFDWHG� DW� WKH� $GHQ� EUDQFK�� ZKLOH�
FORVH�WR�WZR�KXQGUHG�HPSOR\HHV�DW�
WKH� $O�6KXPR� )RXQGDWLRQ¶V� KHDG-

TXDUWHUV� ¿QG� WKHPVHOYHV� RXW� RI�
ZRUN��
7KH� IRXQGDWLRQ� XVHV� SULYDWH�

SULQWLQJ� SUHVVHV� LQ� $GHQ� WR� FRQ-
WLQXH� LWV� FLUFXODWLRQ� LQ� WKH� VRXWK-
HUQ� JRYHUQRUDWHV�� EXW� VDOHV� KDYH�
GURSSHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�
WKH� RUGHDO�� DV� KDYH� DGYHUWLVHPHQW�
UHYHQXHV� IROORZLQJ� WKH� ZLWKGUDZDO�
RI�FOLHQWV�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�ULVN�DVVRFLD-
WLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�SXEOLVKHU��
$O�%XKDLUL� VD\V� SURSHUW\� ZDV�

ORRWHG� IROORZLQJ� WKH� WDNHRYHU�� DQG�
WKDW� WKH� +RXWKLV� DUH� XVLQJ� WKH�
HTXLSPHQW� WR� SULQW� EURFKXUHV� DQG�
RWKHU�SXEOLFDWLRQV�� LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�
RI�WKHLU�RZQ�QHZV�RXWOHW��$O�+DTLTD�
�³7KH�7UXWK´���
³:KHUH�LV�WKH�WUXWK�LQ�ZKDW�WKH\�

KDYH�GRQH"´�DVNV�$O�%XKDLUL�
7KH�JHQHUDO�VHFUHWDU\�RI�WKH�<6-��

0DUZDQ� 'DPPDM�� VD\V� UHVWULF-
WLRQV� RQ� SUHVV� IUHHGRP� XQGHU� WKH�
+RXWKLV� DUH� XQSUHFHGHQWHG� LQ� <H-
PHQ��³:H¶G�QHYHU�VHHQ�SUHVV�ṘFHV�
RU� SXEOLVKLQJ� KRXVHV� EURNHQ� LQWR�
XQWLO� WKH� +RXWKLV� VHL]HG� SRZHU��
WDNLQJ� RYHU� PHGLD� DQG� VXSSUHVV-
LQJ�DQ\RQH�ZKR�VSHDNV�RXW�DJDLQVW�
WKHP�´�KH�VDLG�
0HPEHUV� RI� WKH� <6-� KDYH� FRQ-

WDFWHG� VHYHUDO� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� RUJD-
QL]DWLRQV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� ḊOLDWHG�
,QWHUQDWLRQDO� -RXUQDOLVWV� )HGHUD-
WLRQ��,-)���WR�ORGJH�WKHLU�FRPSODLQWV�
DQG�HQVXUH�WKH�ZLGHU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
FRPPXQLW\� LV� DZDUH� RI� WKH� VLWXD-
WLRQ��,W�KDV�IRXQG�VXSSRUW�IURP�WKH�
*XOI� $VVRFLDWLRQ� IRU� -RXUQDOLVP�
DQG�WKH�$UDE�$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�-RXU-
QDOLVP�DQG�0HGLD�)UHHGRPV�� ERWK�
PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�&RXQFLO�RI�*XOI�,Q-
WHUQDWLRQDO�5HODWLRQV��
³:H� DOVR� FDOO� XSRQ� WKH� <HPHQL�

SHRSOH�DQG�WKH�IUHH�PHQ�RI�WKH�UHY-
ROXWLRQ� WR�VWDQG�E\�XV�DQG�UHFODLP�
RXU� ULJKWV�DQG�SURSHUWLHV� IURP�WKH�
+RXWKL� WHUURULVW� PLOLWLDV� DQG� WKHLU�
FULPLQDO� FDPSDLJQ�´� UHDG� D� )HE��
��� VWDWHPHQW� IURP� WKH� $O�6KXPR�

)RXQGDWLRQ��
7KH� IRXQGDWLRQ� DQG� $NKEDU� $O�

<RXP� KDYH� EHHQ� WDUJHWHG� E\� WKH�
+RXWKLV� EHFDXVH� RI� WKHLU� DVVR-
FLDWLRQ� ZLWK� *HQHUDO� $OL� 0RKVHQ�
$O�$KPDU�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� 0RKDP-
PDG�$O�%XNKDLWL�� D�PHPEHU�RI� WKH�
+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�LQ�6DQD¶D��
³$OL�0RKVHQ�LV�D� IXJLWLYH�ZDQWHG�

E\� WKH� MXVWLFH� V\VWHP� DQG� DOO� KLV�
SURSHUWLHV� ZLOO� EH� VHL]HG�� WKH\� EH-
ORQJ� WR� WKH� SHRSOH� RI� <HPHQ�´� KH�
VDLG�� DFFXVLQJ� WKH� PHGLD� RXWOHW� RI�
³VHUYLQJ� IRUHLJQ� DJHQGDV´� DQG� ³GL-
YLGLQJ�WKH�FRXQWU\�´�
$OL� 0RKVHQ� ZDV� IRUPHUO\� WKH�

FRPPDQGHU� RI� WKH� �VW� $UPRUHG�
'LYLVLRQ�� DQG� OHG� WKH� ¿JKW� DJDLQVW�
WKH� +RXWKLV� LQ� VL[� URXQGV� RI� ZDU�
WKDW� ODVWHG� IURP������WR�������+H�
GHIHFWHG� IURP� IRUPHU� 3UHVLGHQW�

6DOHK¶V�JRYHUQPHQW�GXULQJ�WKH������
XSULVLQJ��ODWHU�VHUYLQJ�DV�D�PLOLWDU\�
DGYLVRU�WR�6DOHK¶V�VXFFHVVRU��+H�ÀHG�
WR�6DXGL�$UDELD�GXULQJ�WKH�+RXWKLV¶�
FDSWXUH� RI� 6DQD¶D� LQ� PLG�6HSWHP-
EHU��
0RKVHQ� LV� DOVR� RQH� RI� WKH� ,VODK�

3DUW\¶V�IRXQGLQJ�PHPEHUV��DQG�KDV�
ORQJ�EHHQ�DFFXVHG�E\�WKH�+RXWKLV�DV�
¿JKWLQJ�RQ�WKH�SDUW\¶V�EHKDOI�
� $O�%XNKDLWL� DOVR� DOOHJHV� WKH�

VRXWKHUQ� $O�$\DP� QHZVSDSHU� ZDV�
FORVHG�E\�WKH�IRUPHU�UHJLPH�LQ�FRO-
ODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�$OL�0RKVHQ��DOORZ-
LQJ� KLP� WR� UHSODFH� LW� ZLWK� $NKEDU�
$O�<RXP�� ³7RGD\� WKH\� DUH� EHLQJ�
JLYHQ�WKH�VDPH�WUHDWPHQW�WKH\�XVHG�
DJDLQVW�RXU�EURWKHUV�LQ�WKH�$O�$\DP�
QHZVSDSHU�´�KH�VDLG��,W�LV�DQ�DOOHJD-
WLRQ�PHPEHUV�RI�$O�6KXPR�GHQ\��
7KH� $O�6KXPR� )RXQGDWLRQ� ZDV�

HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������DQG�$NKEDU�$O�
<RXP�QHZVSDSHU�SXEOLVKHG�LWV�¿UVW�
LVVXH�LQ������
7KH�+RXWKLV�EURNH�LQWR�WKH�KRXVH�

RI� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ¶V� JHQHUDO� PDQ-
JHU��6DLI�0RKDPPDG�$O�+DGKUL��RQ�
'HF�� ���� ������ DQG� DUH� DFFXVHG� RI�
NLGQDSSLQJ�RQH�RI�KLV�IDPLO\�PHP-
EHUV�
7KH� <-6� KDV� UHFRUGHG� ��� YLROD-

WLRQV� RI� FLYLO� OLEHUWLHV� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�-DQXDU\�DQG�PLG�)HE-
UXDU\�� $VVDXOWV� RQ� MRXUQDOLVWV� DQG�
DFWLYLVWV� KDYH� UDQJHG� IURP� WKUHDWV�
DQG�NLGQDSSLQJV�WR�SK\VLFDO�DEXVH��
6XFK� ZLGH�UDQJLQJ� DEXVHV� KDYH�

QRW�EHHQ�VHHQ� LQ� WKH�FRXQWU\�VLQFH�
XQL¿FDWLRQ�LQ�������DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$O�
5L¿��ZKHQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�DQG�VRXWK-
HUQ� SUHFXUVRUV� WR� WKH� <6-� ZHUH�
PHUJHG��

Newspaper closed, forced south by the Houthis

Hadi in Aden: Supporting unity
or encouraging secession?

:KHQ� $EGX� 5DEX�
0DQVRXU� +DGL�
OHIW� WKH� FDSLWDO�
6DQD¶D� WR� WKH�
VRXWKHUQ� SRUW�

FLW\�RI�$GHQ�RQ�6DWXUGD\��)HE������
WKH� TXHVWLRQ� LPPHGLDWHO\� DURVH�
DV� WR�ZKHWKHU� WKH�PRYH�ZLOO� KHOS�
XQLW\� RU� PDNH� VHFHVVLRQ� PRUH�
OLNHO\��
,Q� D� VWDWHPHQW� UHOHDVHG� E\�

+DGL� ODWH� 6DWXUGD\�� ZKLFK� KH�
VLJQHG�DV� WKH�SUHVLGHQW��KH�FDOOHG�
RQ� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRPPXQLW\�
WR� UHVSHFW� WKH� FRXQWU\¶V�
FRQVWLWXWLRQ²UHIHUULQJ� WR� KLV�
OHJLWLPDF\� DV� SUHVLGHQW²DQG� QRW�
WKH�+RXWKLV¶�)HE����FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�
GHFODUDWLRQ�� +H� GHVFULEHG� WKH�
steSV� WDNHQ� E\� WKH� +RXWKLV� DI�-
WHU� JDLQLQJ� FRQWURO� RYHU� 6DQD
D�
RQ�6HSW�� ���� ������ DV� LOOHJLWLPDWH��
0DQ\� <HPHQLV� UHPDLQ� VNHSWL-
FDO� DERXW� WKH�XSFRPLQJ�GHFLVLRQV�
+DGL�ZLOO�WDNH��
6RPH� EHOLHYH� +DGL� ZLOO� VWDQG�

E\� VRXWKHUQHUV� DQG� KHOS� WKHP�
WR� DFKLHYH� WKHLU� JRDO� RI� JDLQLQJ�
LQGHSHQGHQFH� IURP� WKH� QRUWK��
7KH\�VD\�KH�LV�VXUURXQGHG�E\�SUR�
VHFHVVLRQLVW� VRXWKHUQHUV� QRZ��
DQG� WKH� +RXWKLV¶� WUHDWPHQW� RI�
KLP²LQFOXGLQJ�D�PRQWK�RI�KRXVH�
DUUHVW²SXVKHG� KLP� WR� WDNH� WKLV�
VWDQFH�� 0HDQZKLOH�� RWKHUV� VD\�
+DGL� LV� NQRZQ� IRU� KLV� SUR�XQLW\�
VWDQFH� DQG� SRLQW� WR� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�
KH�VXSSRUWHG�IRUPHU�3UHVLGHQW�$OL�
$EGXOODK�6DOHK� LQ�ZDJLQJ�ZDU� RQ�
WKH�VRXWK�LQ�������
7KH� <HPHQ� 7LPHV� DVNHG�

UHVLGHQWV� RI� 6DQD¶D� DQG� $GHQ� LI�
+DGL¶V�DUULYDO�LQ�WKH�VRXWK�VLJQDOV�
D� PRYH� FORVHU� WR� VHFHVVLRQ� RU� LI�
WKH\� WKLQN�KH�ZLOO�EH�DEOH� WR�KHOS�
XQLWH�WKH�FRXQWU\�

Bassam Al-Khameri

Mohammad Sadeq Al-Bukhaiti,
25, Ibb University student currently in Sana’a

Many southerners don’t like President Abdu Rabu Man-
sour Hadi and accuse him of betrayal since he supported 
the former President Ali Abdulla Saleh during the war be-
tween the south and north of Yemen in 1994. However, 
he gained great support in the south recently because of 
the house arrest imposed on him by the Houthis. I don’t 
think Hadi will support secession because he was able 
to do so a long time ago but he insisted on protecting 
unity. Hadi’s leave for Aden may result in announcing 
Aden as the capital instead of Sana’a.

Maram Jaghman,
23, fourth-year student at the Media College of Sana’a 
University and a human development coach

I’m certain that President Hadi will work for the unity 
of Yemen and, by leaving to Aden, he will encourage 
southerners to support unity because he will be ruling 
the country from there. Although leaving to Aden is im-
portant, the upcoming period will explain what will hap-
pen because the decrees made by President Hadi in 
the future will be more important. Going to Aden is the 
most appropriate choice as long as he wants to main-
tain the unity of Yemen.

Mahdi Mohammad Al-Zubairi,
45, unemployed Sana’ani resident

President Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi is pro-unity 
and will never allow the south to secede from the 
north of Yemen. By leaving to Aden and announc-
ing the statement late Saturday, President Hadi 
assured that he is a wise man who knows what 
to do at the right time. Southerners will give up 
on the demands of separation because President 
Hadi is there in Aden now and he may shift the 
capital to Aden to strengthen unity.

Mohammad Al-Musalami,
Southern Movement leader based in Aden

“Concerning the leave of President Hadi from 
Sana'a to Aden, it seems through the statement 
he released that this step doesn't serve the 
southern issue and our demands for separation. 
However, if President Hadi came to Aden to help 
southerners he will be welcomed. Otherwise, he 
should go back to the north.”

Faten Sinan Al-Shaheri,
24, recent graduate of the Arts College in Sana'a Uni-
versity

President Hadi’s leave to Aden wasn’t the right step 
to be taken at this sensitive time because southern-
ers are skeptical about his loyalty to them. Although 
he left Sana'a due to the violations against him by the 
Houthis, I think this step supports secession because 
President Hadi is in the south now and he is required 
to stand by the southerners to pay for his faults during 
1994. Actually, nobody can foresee what will happen 
in Yemen because the political situation is very com-
plicated.

Abdulrahman Anees,
26, local journalist in Aden

“By leaving to Aden, President Hadi has confused the 
entire political process in Yemen. When in Sana’a, 
the Houthis were controlling everything but now after 
President Hadi left to Aden he is the one making deci-
sions. It was the most appropriate step to be taken 
by President Hadi and now he can announce Aden 
as the capital. The decisions he will take will make 
things clearer.”

Nearly 200 of Al-Shumo Foundation’s staff members have found themselves out of work since Feb. 5, 
ZKHQ�+RXWKLV�VHL]HG�WKHLU�RI¿FHV�DQG�VWDUWHG�XVLQJ�WKHLU�SULQWLQJ�SUHVV�WR�SULQW�SUR�+RXWKL�PDWHULDOV��

Protests are being held by former staff and journalists at the YSJ 
and Akhbar Al-Youm headquarters in Sana’a. 

Photo courtesy Iad Al-Bohairi
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In March and April of this 
year Egyptians will have the 
opportunity to vote for par-
liamentary representatives 
for the second time since 

the 2011 revolution that overthrew 
President Hosni Mubarak. These 
elections will take place during a 
period human rights organizations 
have described as “the most dra-
matic reversal of human rights in 
Egypt’s modern history.” In this 
environment, it is worth asking: 
Should we even be paying attention 
to the vote?

The coming elections can help us 
understand how seemingly mun-

dane, technocratic decisions have 
set the stage for a political future 
without real democracy in Egypt. 
In the coming years, the shape of 
Egypt’s political landscape will be 
determined by an electoral system 
that discourages public debate and 
political participation. In a world 
where undemocratic regimes have 
grown increasingly adept at hold-
ing technically sound elections, the 
design of electoral systems is a vital 
part of the abrogation of rights and 
persistence of authoritarianism. 

2015 election forecast
Dissent is hardly tolerated in Egypt 
these days, and, as observers rightly 
point out, the results of the coming 
elections are a foregone conclusion.

The country’s voting-age popula-

tion is divided three ways, and none 
has a high stake in the race.

In one corner are fervent support-
ers of the present regime and, in par-
ticular, of President Sisi. Preferring 
a powerful executive, they are suspi-
cious of competitive, unpredictable 
elections. At the other extreme are 
fragments of the decimated Muslim 
Brotherhood and its allies, who are 
either in jail or in hiding. The elec-
tions are irrelevant for them, as they 
are banned from participating.

Finally, there are those who 
identify with neither group but are 
profoundly disillusioned by the re-
surgence of authoritarianism and 
dissipation of revolutionary ideals. 
In this repressive environment, they 
believe, they will not be represented.

The elections do matter to Presi-
dent Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi, however.

Major funders, including the 
United States, have already demon-
strated their willingness to suspend 
the minimum requirements of de-
mocracy in the interest of strategic 
pragmatism. Still, Egypt desperate-
ly needs more foreign investment to 
IXO¿OO�JRYHUQPHQW�SURPLVHV��DQG�WKH�
VFKHGXOHG�HOHFWLRQV�DUH�D�¿QDO�VLJQDO�
to the international community that 
LW�LV�¿UPO\�FRPPLWWHG�WR�VRPH�OHYHO�
RI�GHPRFUDF\��KRZHYHU�VXSHU¿FLDO�LW�
may be.

In this regard, the timing of the 
electoral contest is impeccable. Just 
RQH�ZHHN� EHIRUH� WKH� ¿UVW� YRWHV� DUH�
cast on March 21, investors will 
convene in Sharm Al-Sheikh for the 
Egypt Economic Summit. Campaign 
banners will line the highways lead-
ing from Cairo to the Red Sea resort 
WRZQ�ZKHUH�ṘFLDOV�ZLOO� DVN� LQYHV-
tors for $10-12 billion to cover the 
government’s $47-billion plans to 
expand infrastructure and industry.

Legislative elections are the last 
hurdle for President Sisi’s political 
roadmap. Since Sisi ousted Islamist 
President Mohamed Morsi on July 
3, 2013, the country has drafted a 

new constitution, passed electoral 
laws, and elected a president. It has 
not, however, had an active parlia-
ment since June 2012, when the 
Supreme Constitutional Court dis-
solved what was then known as the 
People’s Assembly just days before 
Morsi became president. At the 
time, the legislature had been meet-
LQJ� IRU� OHVV� WKDQ� ¿YH� PRQWKV�� 7KH�
Shura Council, which was dissolved 
in July 2013, had negligible legisla-
tive authority. The new constitu-
tion, approved by referendum in 
January 2014, eliminated the Coun-
cil altogether.

Egypt’s new legislative system
The two laws governing the com-
ing elections were drafted by a six-
person committee and signed by 
Interim President Adly Mansour on 
June 5, 2014. One law outlines the 
electoral system and composition 
of the new legislature, now called 
the House of Representatives. The 
other regulates matters like voter 
eligibility, election administration, 
and campaign media.
$Q� HOHFWRUDO� V\VWHP� GH¿QHV� KRZ�

votes cast are converted into seats; 
whether voters select a single candi-
date or multiple, and whether they 
can rank their preferences; and the 
number of representatives assigned 
to a given district.

Egypt’s 2014 constitution estab-
lishes a single legislative body and 
sets a minimum of 450 seats, but 
does not specify an exact number 
of members. The House of Repre-
sentatives Law puts the number of 
VHDWV� DW� ����� ZLWK� ¿YH� SHUFHQW� RI�
these (27 members) appointed by 
the president. Likewise, the consti-
tution mandates “appropriate” rep-
resentation of women, Christians, 
youth, workers, farmers, Egyptians 
abroad, and persons with disabili-
ties, but leaves it to the law to de-
¿QH�WKHVH�FDWHJRULHV�DQG�GHWHUPLQH�
ZKDW�TXDOL¿HV�DV�³DSSURSULDWH�´�<HW�

even elaboration provided in the 
electoral law with regard to can-
GLGDWH� TXDOL¿FDWLRQV� OHDYHV� WKHVH�
TXRWDV� GL̇FXOW� WR� LPSOHPHQW� LQ�
practice.

The real object of scrutiny is the 
method by which representatives 
will be selected. Article 102 of the 
Egyptian constitution states only 
that members of the House of Rep-
resentatives may be selected “based 
on the plurality voting system or 
proportional list, or a combination 
of both at whatsoever ratio.” This 
encompasses virtually all known 
systems. The constitution’s draft-
ers had reason to leave the details to 
lawmakers: They wanted to prevent 
future election results from being 
QXOOL¿HG� RQ� WKH� EDVLV� RI� DQ� XQFRQ-
stitutional electoral process. This 
was the reason the Supreme Court 
dissolved the People’s Assembly in 
2012, leaving the country without a 
legislature for nearly three years.

The number of electoral systems 
in use around the world is essen-
WLDOO\� ¿QLWH�� ([SHUWV� JURXS� WKH� ���
main systems into three general cat-
egories: Plurality/majority systems, 
proportional systems, and mixed 
systems.

The most common, now used in 
82 countries including most of Eu-
rope, is called “List Proportional 
Representation,” or List PR. This 
system requires political parties or 
FRDOLWLRQV�WR�R̆HU�D�OLVW�RI�WKHLU�FDQ-
didates for a given electoral district. 
Voters vote for a party and seats are 
apportioned based on the overall 
share of votes each party wins. A 
large, popular party will win more 
seats than a small, less popular par-
ty, but the latter is likely to gain at 
least some representation.

The second most common elec-
toral system is known as “First Past 
the Post.” This is a plurality/major-
ity system and is how Americans 
elect members of the US Congress. 
Electoral districts have only one 

representative and the candidate 
with the most votes wins, even if she 
has not earned an absolute major-
ity.

Egypt’s system is a mixed, or 
parallel, system that blends three 
majoritarian methods. Of the 540 
elected seats in the House of Rep-
resentatives, 420 will be selected 
on an individual basis, i.e., not from 
party lists. Of these, 237 will be vot-
HG�LQWR�ṘFH�LQ�VLQJOH�PHPEHU�FRQ-
stituencies, like members of the US 
House of Representatives. The rest 
of the districts will have multiple 
representatives. Unlike the United 
States, Egypt will use the “Two-
Round System,” as it has in the 
past. This means a candidate must 
receive an absolute majority to win. 
If no candidate meets this require-
PHQW�� WKHUH� LV� D� UXQR̆� EHWZHHQ�
the top vote-earners. This can be a 
KXUGOH�ERWK�IRU�VWDWH�¿QDQFHV�DQG�LQ�
terms of public participation.

One hundred twenty members of 
the House will be elected from party 
lists rather than as individual candi-
dates. For this vote, the country has 
been divided into four districts: Two 
with 45 seats and two with 15 seats. 
Seats will be allocated by “Party 
Block Vote” (PBV), a system that is 
nearly obsolete. Rather than divid-
ing seats proportionally among the 
parties competing, PBV is winner-
take-all. The party with an absolute 
majority of votes wins all seats—15 
or 45—allotted to the district in 
question. If no party wins a major-
LW\��WKHUH�LV�D�UXQR̆�

It is easy to see why Egyptian vot-
ers might get confused. They will be 
presented with two separate ballots, 
one for the individual candidates in 
their district and one for the party 
list constituency to which they be-
long.
<HW�WKH�ODUJHU�SUREOHP�LV�WKH�UHDO�

and perceived value the system 
gives to a person’s vote.
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On Feb. 17, Libya marked 
four years since the 
uprising that toppled 
Colonel Muammar 
*DGGD¿�� DQG� LJQLWHG�

the country’s civil war. The war 
WKDW� EHJDQ� DV� D� ¿JKW� EHWZHHQ� WZR�
FDPSV²*DGGD¿� DQG� KLV� VXSSRUW-
ers against other Libyans who were 
determined to topple him with the 
help of NATO forces—is now a war 
between an endless number of mi-
litias and gangs of all stripes. From 
the ideological and criminal to the 
regional and tribal, each faction is 
¿JKWLQJ� IRU� GL̆HUHQW� UHDVRQV�� DQG�
LQ�SXUVXLW�RI�GL̆HUHQW�JRDOV��

On Wednesday, the United Na-
tions Security Council met in an 
emergency session to discuss an 
Egyptian request for a new inter-
national mandate to deal with the 
growing threat that Libya poses 
to its neighbors, with the increas-
ing presence of the Islamic State 
(or ISIL) forces in the country. 
Splashed on TV screens around 
the world earlier this week was the 
barbaric slaughter of 21 Egyptian 
laborers in Libya. This was im-
mediately followed by Egypt’s air-
strikes against training camps and 

command centers that Cairo said 
belonged to the Islamic State in the 
eastern city of Derna.

Egypt, of course, is not alone in 
its growing unease about what is 
happening near its borders with 
Libya. Italy, France and Malta, just 
a stone’s throw away across the 
Mediterranean, have all expressed 
their concern about the direct 
threats emanating from Libya. The 
concerns are very real and run the 
gamut of issues, including arms 
VPXJJOLQJ�� GUXJ� WUḊFNLQJ� DQG� LO-
legal immigration into Europe, in 
addition to the threat of terrorist 
groups such as the Islamic State 
carrying out attacks in Europe.

Now, the problem is being debat-
ed in the UN by the western, Arab 
and African countries, many of 
which are themselves fragile states 
with precarious and unstable politi-
cal economies. The question is what 
can or should be done to manage, if 
not to solve, the threats from Libya 
to their security and stability?

Unpacking that debate, and the 
policy options available, is of course 
a very complex process, especially 
where the UN is concerned. The 
need to come to an agreement given 
WKH� PXOWLSOH� DQG� DOZD\V� FRQÀLFW-
ing interests of the various govern-
ments that sit on the Security Coun-
cil is never easy or straightforward. 

There are deals to be made, com-
promises to be reached, and a lot of 
give and take involved.

The basic underlining argument 
for this debate is the realization that 
LI�/LE\DQV�FDQ�QRW�RU�ZLOO�QRW�¿JXUH�
out a way to reach a reasonable 
agreement among themselves and 
form a semblance of a stable and 
united government, as evidenced 
in the past four years, then Libya’s 
neighbors, at least, will need to take 
action to protect themselves. This 
action is something that no one 
FDQ�D̆RUG�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�WR�LJQRUH�LQ�
the face of the very real menacing 
fallout of the situation in this mas-
sive, rich and strategically located 
country, which is disintegrating and 
collapsing. It is right in the middle 
of North Africa and the Mediterra-
nean region, and has long stretches 
of empty, ungoverned borders with 
the sub-Saharan African countries 
of Niger, Chad and Mali.

One aspect being debated in pol-
icy circles this week is whether the 
UN should enact a mandate, under 
Chapter 7, that would allow a coali-
tion of countries—most likely Egypt 
and some African states with logis-
tical support from Italy, France and 
several Arab countries—to carry out 
air strikes and even send in ground 
WURRSV�WR�/LE\D�WR�¿JKW�,VODPLF�6WDWH�
forces as a part of the larger US-led 

campaign in Iraq and Syria. Other 
countries, mainly the United States 
and Britain, are not very comfort-
able with such a line of thinking, 
DQG�WKHUHIRUH�R̆HU�D�FRXQWHU�DUJX-
ment that such a move will sim-
ply make things worse, drawing 
in more radical elements into the 
¿JKW��DV�KDV�EHHQ�ZLWQHVVHG�LQ�RWKHU�
places in the past, including Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

Another proposal being debated 
holds that the international com-
munity should simply arm and sup-
port the existing, internationally 
recognized government, weak and 
LQH̆HFWLYH� DV� LW� LV�� DQG� KHOS� LW� WR�
build a small army that could start 
¿JKWLQJ� WKHVH� H[WUHPLVWV� ZLWK� WKH�
support of neighboring countries. 
Opponents of this proposal say that 
the situation in Libya is still not 
there yet, and it’s not urgent enough 
to take such a decision considering 
the potential of arms falling into the 
hands of militias. They take the fol-
lowing line: “Let’s wait and see what 
happens to the UN sponsored talks 
in Geneva and the city of Ghadames, 
among various Libyan political fac-
tions, to form a unity government.”
7KH� ¿QDO� SURSRVDO� EHLQJ� GLV-

cussed is one that pushes for impos-
LQJ� VDQFWLRQV� RQ� /LE\D¶V� ¿QDQFLDO�
assets and an embargo on its oil and 
gas exports to minimize potential 

funding for extremist groups and 
UHGXFH�WKH�³$70�H̆HFW´�WKDW�/LE\D�
can have when it comes to funding 
groups from Boko Haram in Nige-
ria to the Islamic State in Iraq and 
Syria, among many others across 
the region.

One thing is clear: Libya is now, 
and will continue to be in the short 
term, a growing threat so long as it 
is a no-man’s land, ruled by and di-
vided up among armed gangs of all 
kinds. The question is whether the 
international community, whatever 
its make-up, will decide to approach 
the Libya quagmire in a united, co-
herent and comprehensive way and 
in a holistic military, economic and 
diplomatic manner—or whether it 
will just decide to bomb some tar-
gets from the air and simply end 
up breaking big rocks into smaller 
ones and enrich the already fertile 
ground for a new terrorist crop.

Libya is now beyond any easy so-
lutions, which were possible two or 
three years ago, and whatever policy 
will prevail in the coming weeks will 
be costly for Libyans themselves 
and the neighboring countries. As 
the past 30 years of delayed inter-
national engagement, of one sort or 
another, in Somalia, Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Syria, Libya, and before them, 
Lebanon, shows us clearly, it is not 
so much about what the interna-

tional community does, but rather 
about how and when it does it. Un-
fortunately, all these precedents 
reveal that it is usually done very 
late, badly and almost always ends 
up producing far worse results than 
originally anticipated.
8OWLPDWHO\�� WKH� ¿QDO� RXWFRPH� LQ�

Libya will be messy, mixed, and de-
pendent on whether Libya itself can 
produce a new political leadership 
capable of charting a new course; 
looking to the future not the past; 
and exhibiting the international 
and domestic credibility needed 
to tap into and connect with the 
international community and the 
wider silent majority of Libyans. 
The people are against all groups 
vying for power today, tired of war 
and vengeance, and are waiting for 
someone who can lead them into a 
IXWXUH�WKDW�LV�EH\RQG�*DGGD¿¶V�W\U-
DQQ\� DQG� WKH� SRVW�*DGGD¿� FKDRV�
and failures.

Hafed Al Ghwell is a Senior Non-
UHVLGHQW� )HOORZ� ZLWK� WKH� 5D¿N�
Hariri Center at the Atlantic Coun-
cil in Washington DC.

Republished with permission from 
Atlantic Council.
This article originally appeared 
on Atlantic Council's MENASource 
Blog.

Libya is now beyond any easy solutions

Do Egypt’s upcoming parliamentary 
elections even matter?

ANALYSIS
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+DGL�PDQDJHG�WR�ÀHH�WR�$GHQ��
:LOO�$GHQ�EHFRPH�WKH�FDSLWDO"
The departure of president Hadi to 
Aden, his call on the government to 
meet there, and his statement that 
state institutions in Sana'a are under 
the Houthi militant groups’ control 
add to the latest resolution of the 
UN Security Council which accuses 
the Houthis of undermining the 
political process. This development 
entails that all the political parties 
engage in dialogue to denounce 
the unjust situation in Sana’a. 
2̇FLDO� SROLWLFDO� DFWLYLWLHV� WDNLQJ�
place in Aden or Taiz could mean 
one of these locations becoming 
the capital, but this could also be 
temporary. However, the Houthis’ 
stubbornness could lead the capital 
to change [permanently] and be 
DFFRPSDQLHG� E\� VWDWH� H̆RUWV� WR�
regain the areas under Houthi 
control.

7KH� +RXWKLV� DQQRXQFHG� WKH�
FRQVWLWXWLRQDO� GHFODUDWLRQ� RQ�
)HE�� 6�� :KDW� GR� \RX� H[SHFW�
ZLOO�KDSSHQ�LQ�FDVH�WKH\�GR�QRW�
UHWUDFW�WKLV�GHFODUDWLRQ"�
The Houthis have no other option 
but to withdraw this declaration. 
It was a coup statement, not a 
constitutional declaration. In 
general, it can be said not everyone 
recognizes this declaration. The 
Houthis need to let go of their 
stubborn stance and accept the 
UHFRQFLOLDWRU\� WDONV� WDNLQJ� SODFH�
under the auspices of the United 
Nations. 

7KH� +RXWKLV� VHHP� WR� EH�
XQVWRSSDEOH�� &RXOG� WKLV�
KHOS� XQLWH� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLHV��
LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� ,VODK�3DUW\� DQG�
WKH�*HQHUDO�3HRSOH
V�&RQJUHVV��
WR� FROOHFWLYHO\� RSSRVH� WKH�
FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�GHFODUDWLRQ"�
The General People’s Congress is a 
nationally respected political party. 
However, in my opinion, some of 
its leaders have been governed by 
the desire to retaliate. Because of 
this, they have turned the party 
into a weapon at the hand of the 
+RXWKLV�MXVW�OLNH�DQ\�RWKHU�ZHDSRQ��
We still pin hope on the patriotic 
members of the General People’s 
Congress to play a major national 
role in a way that corresponds to 
their convictions and their history. 
There could be close ties between 
the General People’s Congress and 
the Islah Party or any other party.

The Islah Party has been 
continuously emphasizing that 
dialogue is indispensable among 
political parties in order to rescue 
this fragile nation. 

,Q� \RXU� YLHZ�� ZKDW� PLVWDNHV�
KDV�$EGX�5DEX�0DQVRXU�+DGL�
PDGH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�
RI�KLV�WHQXUH"�
Hadi spoiled some groups at the 
expense of state authority and 

government institutions. There 
was very slow progress toward 
dealing with major priorities, 
such as the southern issue and 
restructuring of the army. He did 
not restructure the army in a way 
that would serve national interests. 
If the [army restructuring] was 
seriously and correctly dealt with, 
what is happening today would not 
be possible.

Regardless, Hadi remains 
the legitimate president of the 
country. The coup against him 
is unacceptable. The Islah Party 
emphasizes its opposition to this. 
I call on the United Nations to 
commit to its pledges and hold 
those undermining the political 
process accountable. 

/RFDO�PHGLD�KDYH�EHHQ�FULWLFDO�
RI�WKH�UROH�RI�-DPDO�%HQRPDU��
WKH� 81� 6SHFLDO� (QYR\� WR�
<HPHQ�� $W� D� WLPH� ZKHQ� KH�
LV� HQJURVVHG� LQ� SHDFH� WDONV�
ZLWK� WKH� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLHV�� WKH�
+RXWKL� JURXS� KDV� FRQWLQXHG�
WLJKWHQLQJ� WKHLU� JULS� RQ� VWDWH�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�� :KDW� GR� \RX�
WKLQN"�
Political reconciliation began in 
late 2011 under the auspices of 
the ten sponsor countries and the 
United Nations.

There was no guarantee for the 
VXFFHVV� RI� WDONV�� 7KH� VWDWHPHQW�
issued by the UN Security Council 
ODVW� ZHHN�� WKUHH� \HDUV� DIWHU� WKH�
RSHQLQJ�RI�WDONV��VSRNH�RSHQO\�DERXW�
the Houthis’ role in undermining 
the political process. This is an 
admittance by the Security Council 
that the necessary progress has not 
been achieved. 

The Islah Party has constantly 
expressed respect for the United 
Nations and its envoy, Benomar. 
They are responsible for listening 
to this surge of criticism against 
them on social media and local 
news websites.
,� WKLQN� WKH� 8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� DQG�

Benomar should pay attention to 
the reasons the public have lost 
trust in them. 

+RZ� GR� \RX� UHDG� $PHULFDQ�
SROLF\�LQ�<HPHQ"
The United States needs to revisit 
LWV� SROLF\� LQ� <HPHQ�� ,� WKLQN� LW� LV�
losing its balance. Dealing with 
the security issue in Yemen is 
one thing—dealing with political 
and democratic issues is another. 
But there seems to be confusion. 
$QRWKHU� LVVXH� LV� WKH� WDON� DERXW�
American coordination with the 
Houthi group to combat terrorism. 
Yemen is a state which is engaged 
in the war on terror. There is 
ṘFLDO� FRRSHUDWLRQ� EHWZHHQ�
Yemen and the United States in 
WKLV� ¿HOG�� 6R� FRRSHUDWLRQ� VKRXOG�
UHPDLQ� ṘFLDO�� DQG� RQO\� ṘFLDO��
6HHNLQJ� WKH� VXSSRUW� RI� PLOLWDQW�
groups outside the state’s control 
will only complicate the issue and 
heralds dangerous consequences 
which will also harm the United 
6WDWHV�� ,� GR� QRW� PHDQ� WR� R̆HU�
advice to the Americans. It is up 
to them. However, it must be 
clear cooperation with militant 
groups, for counterterrorism 
purposes directly harm the Yemeni 
people.  

+RZ�GRHV�WKH�RQJRLQJ�SROLWLFDO�
YDFXXP� KLQGHU� WKH� QDWLRQDO�
GLDORJXH"�

The Houthis are capitalizing on the 
political vacuum. They continue 
swallowing the state. They go on 
capturing state institutions and 
state revenues. They persist in their 
invasion of more governorates in 
order to directly govern them. They 
see an advantage in the continuity 
of this political vacuum. This poses 
a major hindrance for the dialogue. 

$EGXOPDOLN�$O�+RXWKL�VDLG�KH�
LV�H[WHQGLQJ�D�EURWKHUO\�KDQG�
WR� DOO�� :KDW� LV� EORFNLQJ� \RX�
IURP� UHDFKLQJ� DQ� DJUHHPHQW�
ZLWK�WKH�+RXWKL�JURXS"�
It is true he is extending his hand 
to all. But he is extending it with 
weapons and explosives. Though 
the Islah Party has been facing lots 
of obstacles, its members entered 
negotiations with the Houthi leader 
months ago. Unfortunately, the 
Houthis wanted only to realize their 
own goals, not to get Yemen out of 
its troubles. So the negotiations 
PLV¿UHG���

'R� \RX� WKLQN� DQWL�+RXWKL�
<HPHQLV� ZLOO� RQH� GD\� VWRS�
SURWHVWLQJ� SHDFHIXOO\� DQG� RSW�
IRU� YLROHQFH� WR� FRXQWHU� WKH�
+RXWKLV¶� IRUFHIXO� WDNHRYHU� RI�
SRZHU"
Personally, I am optimistic 
about the future. This feeling is 
D� UHVXOW� RI� P\� NQRZOHGJH� WKDW�
the culture of peace has become 
entrenched in Yemenis. However, 
I am pessimistic because of my 
NQRZOHGJH� RI� WKH�+RXWKLV
� YLROHQW�
culture, which may force people to 
decide on other [violent] options. It 
is really confusing and the coming 
days will clarify matters. 

'R� \RX� WKLQN� WKH� ,VODK� 3DUW\�
LV�D�VWURQJ�SROLWLFDO�FRQWHQGHU�
DIWHU�WKH�GHSDUWXUH�RI�*HQHUDO�

$OL� 0RKVHQ� DQG� +DPLG� $O�
$KPDU�IURP�<HPHQ"
Ali Mohsen departed the state, not 
the Islah Party. The Houthis have 
been targeting those opposing 
them regardless of their political 
ḊOLDWLRQV��7KH�+RXWKLV�RXVWHG�WKH�
president and the Cabinet. Do the 
president, the prime minister and 
the besieged ministers belong to 
the Islah Party? 

+RZ� GR� \RX� HYDOXDWH� WKH�
SRSXODULW\�RI�WKH�,VODK�3DUW\"
The issue is not how much 
popularity the party has lost or 
gained. The Yemeni state has been 
robbed and is now collapsing at the 
hand of those robbing it. It does 
not matter that the Islah Party has 
EHFRPH� VWURQJHU� RU� ZHDNHU� WKDQ�
before. Our concern should be: 
:KDW�DERXW�WKH�VWDWH"�,V�LW�ZHDNHU�
or stronger? 

6RPH� DFFXVH� \RX� RI� SODFLQJ�
SDUWLVDQ�LQWHUHVWV�¿UVW��DKHDG�
RI�QDWLRQDO�LQWHUHVWV��
Anyone or any group has the right 
to criticize the Islah Party and say 
what they want. It is a matter of 
freedom of expression. 

)LQDOO\�� KRZ� GR� \RX� GHVFULEH�
WKH�HYHQWV�RI�)HE��2011��11��DQG�
6HSW��2014��21"
The former was a revolution, and 
the latter was a coup.

Islah spokesperson to the Yemen Times:

³+DGL�UHPDLQV�WKH�OHJLWLPDWH�
SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\´
:KHQ�D�QHZ�JRYHUQPHQW�ZDV�IRUPHG�IROORZLQJ�WKH�2011�XSULVLQJ��WKH�,VODK�3DUW\�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�ZLQQHUV��
<HW�WRGD\��WKH�SDUW\�KROGV�OLWWOH�VZD\�DJDLQVW�WKH�+RXWKLV��D�PLOLWDQW�JURXS�ZKLFK�KDV�WDNHQ�RYHU�PXFK�RI�QRUWKHUQ�
<HPHQ��:KHQ�WKH�+RXWKLV�VWDUWHG�WKHLU�H[SDQVLRQ�IURP�WKHLU�KRPH�JRYHUQRUDWH�RI�6D¶DGD�WRZDUG�$PUDQ��HYHQWXDOO\�
WDNLQJ�6DQD¶D�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�2014��WKH�JURXS�WDUJHWHG�SURPLQHQW�,VODKL�EXVLQHVVPHQ��PLOLWDU\�OHDGHUV��SROLWLFLDQV��
DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ḊOLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�SDUW\��
2Q� -DQ�� ���� ������ WKH� &DELQHW� DQG� 3UHVLGHQW� +DGL� UHVLJQHG�� :HHNV� ODWHU�� RQ� )HE�� 6� WKH� +RXWKLV� LVVXHG� D�

FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�GHFODUDWLRQ��VHWWLQJ�WKH�VWDJH�IRU�D�QHZ�JRYHUQPHQW�XQGHU�WKHLU�FRQWURO��DQG�HVVHQWLDOO\�IRUPDOL]LQJ�
WKH� VORZ�PRWLRQ� FRXS� WKH\� EHJDQ� LQ� 6HSWHPEHU�� 7KH� SUHVLGHQW�ZDV� XQGHU� KRXVH� DUUHVW� XQWLO� )HE��21�� ZKHQ� KH�
PDQDJHG�WR�ÀHH�WR�$GHQ��
$EGXOPDOLN�6KDPVDQ��D�PHPEHU�RI� WKH�,VODK�3DUW\¶V� ,QIRUPDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH�DQG�DQ�ṘFLDO�VSRNHVSHUVRQ�IRU�

WKH�SDUW\��VSRNH�WR�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�DERXW�ZKDW�UHFHQW�HYHQWV�PHDQ�IRU�KLV�SDUW\�DQG�IRU�WKH�FRXQWU\��+H�VDLG�WKH�
+RXWKLV�KDYH�QR�RWKHU�RSWLRQ�EXW�WR�ZLWKGUDZ�WKHLU�)HE��6�GHFODUDWLRQ��DQG�KH�FDOOV�RQ�WKH�+RXWKLV�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�
UHFRQFLOLDWRU\�WDONV�XQGHU�WKH�DXVSLFHV�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��7KRXJK�RSWLPLVWLF�DERXW�WKH�IXWXUH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�
³FXOWXUH�RI�SHDFH´�HQWUHQFKHG�LQ�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�<HPHQ��6KDPVDQ�ZRUULHV�³WKH�+RXWKLV¶�YLROHQW�FXOWXUH´�PLJKW�OHDG�
VRPH�WR�XVH�YLROHQFH�
2ULJLQDOO\�IURP�7DL]�JRYHUQRUDWH��6KDPVDQ�FXUUHQWO\�OLYHV�LQ�6DQD¶D��3ULRU�WR�WDNLQJ�RQ�KLV�FXUUHQW�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�

WKH�,VODK�3DUW\��6KDPVDQ�ZRUNHG�DV�D�MRXUQDOLVW�

“It is true 
[Al-Houthi] 
is extending 
his hand to 
all. But he 
is extending 
it with 
weapons 
and 
explosives.”

“The 
Houthis are 
capitalizing 
on the 
political 
vacuum. 
They 
continue 
swallowing 
the state.”
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Politicians use various 
methods to promote 
themselves and their po-
litical parties in order to 
better get their message 

across to the masses. Appearing 
on television and radio, releasing 
books, or distributing brochures, 
posters and stickers are just a few 
of the usual methods employed by 
politicians in countries throughout 
the world. 

In Yemen, many people make a 
living coordinating with such politi-
cians, working as street vendors and 
selling posters adorned with the fac-
HV�DQG�SKRWRV�RI�IDPRXV�¿JXUHV�DQG�
politicians on major streets and at 
busy intersections. Anyone walking 
the streets of Sana’a will see them; 
often times such posters can be 
bought as cheaply as YR50 to YR100 
($0.25 to $0.50). 

Qasim Jamil Al-Utomi, 20, is a 
street vendor who spends his days in 
Sana’a’s Taiz roundabout. Much of 
the money he earns on a daily basis 
comes from selling posters that bear 
WKH� IDFHV� RI� SROLWLFLDQV� DQG� ¿JXUHV�
that Yemeni citizens identify with. 
“Yemen is very polarized at the mo-
ment and people are very attached to 
FHUWDLQ�¿JXUHV�´�KH�VDLG��

“There’s a lot of money to be made 
by providing people with posters 
that allow them to publicly identify 
ZLWK�SHRSOH�WKH\�OLNH�´�KH�FRQWLQXHG��
The most common posters he sells 
are of former President Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh, his son Ahmed Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh, the former commander of 
the Republican Guards and current 
Yemeni ambassador to the UAE, and 
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi, the leader of 
the country’s Houthi movement.

While Ahmed Ali Saleh has for 
years been publically involved in Ye-
men’s national political scene, espe-
cially as his father groomed him for 
secession, the resurgence of photos 

bearing his face have been more 
recent—particularly since the resig-
nation of former President Hadi on 
Jan. 22. 

Since then, it is not uncommon 
to see posters of Ahmed with the 
words, “Ahmad Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
*3&� SUHVLGHQWLDO� FDQGLGDWH´� ZULW-
ten on them, or simply “Ahmed Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, the coming presi-
GHQW�´� ,W� LV� QRW� FOHDU� ZKHWKHU� VXFK�
SRVWHUV� UHSUHVHQW� WKH� ṘFLDO� SDUW\�
line of the GPC or are just an attempt 
for opportunists to capitalize on fair-
ly widespread local support. 

Abdul Fattah Jamil Al-Wesabi 
has been working as a street vendor 
since 2012. The Yemen Times spoke 
with him at the Al-Rowishan round-
about in Sana’a’s Hadda district, 
where he has been stationed for the 
past year. 

“The top selling photos are for 
Al-Houthi, Saleh and his son, but 
we also sell photos of Ibrahim Al-
+DPGL� DV� ZHOO�´� KH� VDLG�� $O�+DPGL�
was President of North Yemen from 
1974 until his assassination in 1977. 
He was known for being a strong 
opponent of the Islah Party and the 
Al-Ahmar family, both of which had 
strong links to Saudi Arabia and cur-
rently are at odds with the Houthis.  

“I buy and sell around 100 photos 
per day of all sizes, small, medium 
and large. Of those, I’d say 50 of 
WKHP� DUH� XVXDOO\� RI� $KPHG� 6DOHK�´�
In 2012 and the beginning of 2013 he 
said, photos of former President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh were the top sellers. 
But towards the latter half of 2013 
and throughout 2014, more photos 
of Ahmed Ali began to appear, par-
ticularly those showing him along-
side other prominent Arab leaders, 
such as Saddam Hussein and Gamal 
Abdel Nasser.

During 2014, photos of Abdul-
malik Al-Houthi also became more 
popular, particularly around July 
after the Houthis took over Amran 
city. “By the end of 2014, Al-Houthi 

posters became the most popular, 
more so than Ali Abdullah Saleh or 
KLV�VRQ�´�VDLG�$O�:HVDEL��³+RZHYHU��
QRZ�WKDW¶V�FKDQJHG�RQFH�DJDLQ�´

Al-Wesabi told the Yemen Times 
that he often works directly with GPC 
members who run printing shops 
that provided him with the posters. 
³,W¶V� D�ZLQ�ZLQ�´�KH� VDLG�� ³:H�ZRUN�
WRJHWKHU�VR�WKH\�FDQ�SURPRWH�¿JXUHV�
they support, and it helps us to earn 
D�OLYLQJ�´

After concluding the interview, the 
Yemen Times journalist got in a taxi. 
Before leaving, the driver purchased 
a poster of Ahmed Saleh from Al-
Wesabi. “He’s going to be the next 
SUHVLGHQW�RI�<HPHQ�´�WKH�GULYHU�VDLG��
“He’s not corrupt and is someone we 
can trust. My house is full of photos 
RI�$KPHG�$OL�´�KH�DGGHG�DV�KH�SODV-
tered the photo on his car window. 

Whether or not the GPC has been 
intentionally promoting photos of 
Ahmed Saleh in preparation for a 
potential presidential campaign—
and if Ahmed himself is involved—is 
unclear. 

The Yemen Times spoke with Ta-
mim Al-Sayani, a GPC member who 
works in the party’s Youth Depart-
ment. “In the last few months we’ve 
LQWHQVL¿HG� RXU� FDPSDLJQ� WR� VSUHDG�
posters bearing the face of Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh in the major streets and 
WKRURXJKIDUHV� RI� 6DQD¶D�´� KH� VDLG��
³/HVV�VR�IRU�KLV�VRQ�´

Al-Sayani denied that the GPC 
was making an attempt to increase 
the number of posters in circulation 
bearing Ahmed Saleh’s face, or that 
the man had any ambitions to run 
for president. “Most of the posters 
we produce read, “Salamu Allah al-
ODK� $̆DVK�� >6DOHK¶V� GD\V� ZHUH� EHW-
WHU@�´�KH�VDLG��³:H¶UH�QRW�FRQFHUQHG�
with Ahmed so much, we’re just try-
ing to get the message across that life 
was better when the GPC had more 
FRQWURO�´

Abdul Rahman Al-Jamili, owner 
of Al-Raed publications, an inde-

pendent printing house in Sana’a, 
DOVR�PDNHV�PXFK�RI�KLV�SUR¿W�VHOOLQJ�
posters of Ali Abdullah Saleh and Al-
Houthi to street vendors. He insists 
WKDW�KH�KDV�QR�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\�ḊOLD-
tion, but that it’s just good business. 
“We often photoshop their face to 
make them look more youthful or 
JODPRURXV�´�KH�VDLG��³,�GR�LW� IRU�WKH�
money, nothing else. But a lot of the 
printing shops around town are op-
erated directly by Saleh and Houthi 
ḊOLDWHV��,�NQRZ�WKLV�IRU�D�IDFW�´

Lutf Al-Ufairi is a vendor in 
Sana’a’s Al-Sabin district who claims 
that he coordinates directly with 
GPC members whom he speaks with 
each morning to both collect posters 
and make plans about future strat-
egy. “We talk every morning about 
how my sales are doing, which post-
ers sell the most, and ways we can 
LPSURYH�RXU�VDOHV�´�KH�VDLG��

“For me its about making money, 
but their primary concern is how to 
increase the number of photos show-
ing the face of Ali Abdullah Saleh 
DQG� KLV� VRQ�´� :KHQ� DVNHG� DERXW�

Ahmed Ali in particular, he admitted 
the GPC has been giving him more 
attention in recent months. “I didn’t 
used to get so many photos of him in 
the past, however starting this Janu-
ary I got larger stockpiles of his pho-
WRV��DV�KDYH�PDQ\�RWKHU�SHRSOH�´

Zakaria Al-Meqdad, a GPC mem-
ber in Sana’a referred to the Yemen 
Times by Al-Ufairi, said that he and 
those he works with print thousands 
RI�SKRWRV�RI� WKH�³OHDGHU´�$OL�$EGXO-
lah Saleh and his son each year. “We 
distribute them to our representa-
tives in Sana’a and other districts. 
We work with adults and children, 
usually from poor families. We’re 
helping them etch out a living in an 
RWKHUZLVH�GL̇FXOW�HFRQRP\�´

Regarding posters of Ahmed Ali, 
he claimed that the increased vis-
ibility of his face around town was 
merely the result of his increasing 
popularity among the people, and 
QRW�D�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�*3&¶V�SROLWLFDO�
strategy. “Many people see him as a 
hero. We’ve taken advantage of this 
and printed more photos of him, to 

PDNH�PRUH�PRQH\�´�0HTGDG�GLG�QRW�
elaborate as to why Yemenis might 
view Ahmed Saleh as a hero, how-
ever some people attribute it to his 
long-standing feud with President 
Hadi, who recently stepped down 
as President on Jan. 22 after being 
placed under house arrest by the 
Houthis.
'U�� $EGX� $O�6X¿�� D� SURIHVVRU� LQ�

Sana’a University’s Faculty of Me-
dia, does not think it is a coincidence 
that Ahmed’s face is more visible 
around the capital than before. “It’s 
an attempt by the GPC to portray 
Ahmed Ali as some type of savior at 
a time when Yemen is steeped in in-
VWDELOLW\�´�KH�VDLG��

“Ahmed Ali was seen by many as 
being hostile to President Hadi, par-
ticularly in December 2012 when 
the latter tried to restructure the 
military. Ali refused to cooperate 
with Hadi in this regard, and only 
did so after he was forced to through 
presidential decree. Now that Hadi 
is gone, Ali’s face is making a resur-
JHQFH�´

Street vendors: Just making a living, or 
hired hands on the campaign trail?

Political parties may use vendors for self-promotion, but the popularity of political posters is also 
D�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�SXEOLF�RSLQLRQ��'HPDQG�IRU�SRVWHUV�RI�$EGXOPDOLN�$O�+RXWKL�DQG�$KPHG�6DOHK��ERWK�
SLFWXUHG��KDV�JURZQ�LQ�UHFHQW�PRQWKV�
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B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWA R D

 � Indian, with 20 years 
experience in 
commercial 
correspondence and 
executive secretary, well 
versed in 
correspondence and all 
office routines, seeking 
immediate suitable 
placement. 733767686, 
nmdevan2003@yahoo.
co.in

 � Male, holds master 
degree in English and 
ICDL in computer, 6 year 
experience in teaching, 
available as a tutor or for 
any job that requires 
English. 77758466, 

736974711.
 � Nashwan Hasan, BA 

Accountant, 7 years 
experience, seeks to 
work in an organization 
where English is essntial. 
771580509, 777228719

 � OSHA certified, with 20 
years Gulf exp. in oil & 
gas, variety of HSE, 
safety fields, including 
fire fighting, health and 
sfety, 2 years Gulf exp. 
in construction.  
jmlsalem@yahoo.com

 � Teacher of math, physics 
and chemistry in English 
seeks work at school. 
735694439 

 � Male, bachelor’s degree 
in English language, 

diploma in marketing & 
computer science, 
experienced as an 
operations officer, 
treasurer and teacher. 
Looking for any job that 
requires English. 
777004207

 � Female, BA in Arabic 
literature, very good 
written and spoken 
French/English, seeks 
work as a babysitter for a 
foreign family (Aden or 
Taiz). 737168816

 � Rainbow School is 
requesting female 
teachers for Arabic, 
English and Maths, with 
no less than 3 years 
experience, to teach 
elementary grades. 
Fluent and non-accented 
English language is 
required. Contact: 
733811430, 733406194. 
Email: emma5565@
yahoo.com 

 � Required, experienced 
housemaid to work in 

Sana’a. She must be 
able to speak English. 
Send an email to 
ccaruso87@yahoo.com, 
mention your full name, 
nationality, contact 
teelphone, and how long 
you have been in Yemen.

 � A Yemeni government 
body wishes to hire a full 
time media and PR 
person. Candidates must 
have experience in 
working with the media 
and presenting the 
authority in public. 
English is favorable. 
Applicants must send 
their CVs and cover 
letter to yasinsaif@gmail.
com 

 � For Sale: Galaxy 3 
Sprint phones, brand 
new from USA for $200 
or best offer. 773691845

 � A comfortable modern 
car is available with its 
English-speaking driver, 
for touring Sana’a. Call 
Hashim at 736147911.

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire 
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, 
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, Tourism 254032, 
TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-
Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
        
CAR RENTALS

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS & SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

Royal Crown Hotel & Suites 
01406661 406681
L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
 
UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55
Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

RESTAURANTS
 
Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
 417391
My Pie  431999

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2 
                                               Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools
 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKETS
 
Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.                     Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6
           
UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
 01-294579
Ministry of Defence  01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

åUàà�ÑÃWLN
�

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

U�For Sale       U�Job vacancies
U�Buying        U�Job seekers 
U�Housing available  U��Other
U�Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language 
newspaper

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

Do Egypt’s upcoming parliamentary elections even matter?

 Continued from page 4

Taiz
Al-Ekhwa roundabout:04/221510 
Al-Saeed center 04/252614
Sana’a
Hadda street: 01/465622
Al-Steen street 01/454858

Aden
Al-Moala :  02/240220                                   
Aden Mall: 02/263088

Ibb
Taiz street :04/416962

Winner take all
In a nascent democracy, the success 
of elections hinges on two things: 
Competition and public participa-
tion. Political parties in Egypt are 
weak. The 2011 revolution shred-
ded the credibility of established 
opposition parties that, according 
to liberal Dostour Party spokesman 
Khaled Dawoud, had served mainly 
DV�D�³¿J�OHDI�IRU�HOHFWLRQV�WKDW�ZHUH�
inevitably rigged” in favor of the 
ruling National Democratic Party 
(NDP). At the same time, the 92 
new parties that materialized in the 
brief political opening surrounding 
the 2011-12 elections have been un-
able to translate enthusiasm into 
strategic unity. They continue to 
struggle in gathering consistent 
public support.

It was no surprise, then, that 
the Freedom and Justice Party 
(FJP), which was able to tap into 
the Muslim Brotherhood’s insti-
tutional network, dominated the 
polls in 2011. But the FJP is now in 
shambles and no longer allowed to 
compete.

Every electoral system has ad-
vantages and disadvantages, so it is 
important to consider the national 
context. Is the country emerging 
from one-party rule and need-
ing structural encouragement for 
a substantive shift in power? Is it 
threatened by an extremist fringe? 
How many political parties does it 
have? Are there minority groups 
WKDW�FRXOG�VSDUN�FRQÀLFW�LI�QRW�JLY-
en adequate legislative represen-
tation? What is the geographical 
GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�YRWHUV�ZLWK�GL̆HUHQW�
ideologies?

Generally, the use of party lists 
to determine representation is a 
good thing. But this is only the case 
if these lists are used to guarantee 

proportional representation, and 
allow for new, less established par-
ties to obtain seats. In Egypt’s case, 
less than a quarter of the House of 
Representatives will be elected by 
party list. Those who are elected by 
this method will represent vast dis-
tricts that include disparate parts 
of the country and constituents 
with wholly dissimilar interests. 
Yet the party that captures a ma-
jority in each of these districts will 
sweep either 15 or 45 seats. This 
winner-take-all approach is a seri-
ous disincentive to participation 
for both political parties and voters 
who will be less inclined to partici-
pate if winning seats is nearly im-
possible.

That the great majority of seats 
will be awarded to individual can-
didates is little consolation. Can-
didates competing for individual 
seats are not precluded from as-
sociating with a political party, and 
many will do so. But the emphasis 
on individual candidacy hurts na-
scent political parties, as there is 
little incentive for likeminded can-
didates to band together. As in the 
2011-12 elections, candidates with 

similar ideologies 
will likely compete 
against each oth-
er, weakening the 
party or coalition 
that best represents 
them.

While the losers 
are clear, it is also 
important to ask 
ZKR� ZLOO� EHQH¿W�
from this system. 
As political analyst 
Ahmed Morsy and 
others have argued, 
the emphasis on in-
dividual candidate 

constituencies privileges those 
who rely on “personality politics” 
and established patronage net-
works. In the present context, this 
means those who were once part 
of Mubarak’s NDP, as well as those 
close to President Sisi. The result, 
as Nathan Brown and Scott Wil-
liamson have pointed out, will 
probably be a weak House of Rep-
resentatives unable and unwilling 
to advance an agenda independent 
of the president.

A long way from real political 
competition
3ROLWLFDO�¿JXUHV�RI�GL̆HUHQW� LGH-

ologies expressed dissatisfaction 
with the House of Representatives 
Law when it was passed, and again 
when the electoral districts were 
¿QDOL]HG� LQ� 'HFHPEHU�� 7KH� FULWL-
cisms were varied: Younes Makhy-
oun, chairman of the ultra-conser-
YDWLYH� 6DOD¿� 1RXU� 3DUW\�� ÀDXQWHG�
his party’s ability to win seats but 
claimed that requiring party lists 
to include female and Christian 
FDQGLGDWHV� TXDOL¿HG� DV� UHOLJLRXV�
and gender discrimination. Oth-
ers worried certain regions would 
be under-represented. The most 

damning criticisms, however, came 
from groups focused on system-
atic weaknesses in the electoral 
V\VWHP� DQG� WKH� GLVDVWURXV� H̆HFWV�
they would have on political life in 
Egypt. 

Civil society groups proposed 
alternatives to the system. Sugges-
tions including that of a coalition 
of Egyptian feminist organizations 
closely resembled the somewhat 
more progressive system that was 
EULHÀ\�LQ�SODFH�IRU�WKH���������HOHF-
tions. At that time, two-thirds of 
People’s Assembly members were 
elected by List Proportional Rep-
resentation and only one-third as 
individual candidates. But there is 
little evidence of what alternatives, 
if any, the committee tasked with 
designing the electoral system con-
sidered.

By choosing the current elec-
toral system, Egypt’s leaders have 
squandered another opportunity 
for progressive change. This small 
way of undermining democracy 
could have far-reaching conse-
quences. Without eliciting hor-
ror from human rights groups or 
foreign governments, it is likely to 
help suppress citizens’ desire to en-
gage in political life.

Contemporary undemocratic 
regimes that cultivate a veneer of 
democratic process, as Egypt does, 
rely on a combination of fear and 

systemic manipulation. Fear is in-
stilled through intimidation tactics 
deployed against those who speak 
out or assemble without permis-
sion. But amidst persistent inter-
national pressure to democratize, 
D� ¿UP� DQG� QXDQFHG� JUDVS� RI� WKH�

structural mechanics of elections is 
more important than ever to main-
taining control.

Republished with permission from 
Muftah.org. This article originally 
appeared on Muftah.org

Campaign banner in Cairo's Abdeen neighbor-
hood during Sisi's 2014 presidential campaign. 
Parliamentary elections are set for later this 
year.
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