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Ali Ibrahim Al-Mohski

SANA’A, Feb. 24—The Houthis 

have detained several Cabinet 

members and other prominent 

politicians to prevent them from 

meeting Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi 

in Aden. 

Mohammad Qahtan, a member 

in the Islah Party’s Supreme Com-

mittee, was kidnapped on Tuesday 

evening. Fahmi Al-Alimi, deputy 

head of the party’s parliamentary 

bloc, said Qahtan was taken in the 

Al-Suhol area of Ibb governorate, 

which fell under Houthi control in 

October, while travelling to Aden 

to meet with Hadi. 

Several members of Cabinet 

have also been placed under house 

arrest in recent days, including 

two other Islah Party members: 

Abdulrazaq Al-Ashwal, minister of 

technical education and vocational 

training, and Mohammad Al-Sa'di, 

minister of industry and trade. 

Al-Sa’di was stopped at Sana’a 

International Airport on Monday 

afternoon and prevented from 

ERDUGLQJ�D�ÀLJKW�WR�$GHQ��+H�WKHQ�
attempted to travel by road, but 

was stopped at a Houthi check-

point near Dhamar city, according 

to Al-Alimi.

Al-Ezzi Sharim, a member of the 

General People’s Congress (GPC) 

and minister of water and environ-

ment, was also detained in Hodeida 

city while travelling to Aden, and 

has since been returned to Sana’a 

and placed under house arrest.

Al-Alimi says some ministers, 

such as Al-Ashwal, are also being 

targeted for their refusal to take 

part in a caretaker government, as 

demanded by the Houthis on Mon-

day. 

While the Houthis appear to be 

targeting Islah party members, Al-

Alimi believes “they will arrest any-

one who leaves Sana’a or refuses to 

return as acting ministers in the 

caretaker government, no matter 

what party they are from.”

The Houthi Supreme Revolu-

tionary Committee issued a state-

ment on Tuesday threatening to 

hold anyone meeting with Hadi or 

recognizing him as head of state le-

gally accountable. 

Saleh Al-Eraqi, a popular com-

mittee member in Sana’a, said he 

and fellow members have instruc-

tions from the Revolutionary Com-

mittee to arrest any member of 

JRYHUQPHQW� RU� SROLWLFDO� ¿JXUH� DW-
tempting to leave the capital.

On Monday, the Houthis threat-

ened to arrest and try with treason 

Cabinet members and Prime Min-

ister Khaled Bahah—who has re-

mained under house since resign-

ing on Jan. 22—if they refused to 

form a caretaker government. 

GPC member Mohammad Said 

Al-Sharjabi, who works in the Rev-

olutionary Committee’s legal au-

thority, said the Houthis’ response 

was “positive” and necessary “to 

prevent Yemen from splitting in 

two.”

He said Prime Minister Bahah’s 

Cabinet was legally bound to form 

a caretaker government as Hadi 

had never accepted their resigna-

tions, “even if the Houthis’ [consti-

tutional declaration of Feb. 6] has 

been described as a coup.”

According to a source close to 

the Prime Minister, who preferred 

to remain anonymous, Bahah re-

fuses to return to his position be-

cause the Houthis have staged 

a coup. Such an act “violates all 

laws” and renders parliamentary 

procedures—including the need for 

presidential approval—irrelevant. 

“Only if we resigned while the 

country is safe and secure, without 

an armed coup against the presi-

dent, would we be turned into a 

caretaker government,” the source 

quoted the prime minister as say-

ing. “It would only make sense 

to charge Cabinet members with 

treason if they had taken part in 

the coup, not for resisting it,” he 

added. 

Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Feb. 25—Negotiations 

began Wednesday evening for the 

release of two women kidnapped in 

central Sana’a on Tuesday. 

French national Isabelle Prime 

and Yemeni Shereen Makawi were 

abducted from their taxi on 45th 

Street in central Sana’a. Witnesses 

reported seeing armed men in two 

vehicles, who left the driver behind 

and took both women with them. 

A friend of Makawi, Khalid Al-

Saiaghi, told the Yemen Times on 

Wednesday evening that contact 

had been made with the kidnap-

pers and that negotiations for their 

release were ongoing. According to 

him, Johannes Van Der Klaauw, 

UN Humanitarian Coordinator in 

Yemen, is mediating the negotia-

tions. 

Al-Saiaghi also said that eyewit-

nesses reported the abductors driv-

ing in the direction of Khawlan dis-

trict, although sources in Khawlan 

KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�FRQ¿UP�WKRVH�
suspicions. 

Prime and Makawi, both employ-

ees of Ayala Consulting Corpora-

tion, are contracted by Yemen’s So-

cial Fund for Development (SFD), a 

state-run enterprise established in 

1997 to promote development and 

social welfare projects in Yemen.

Al-Saiaghi speculated that the 

kidnapping may involve tribal 

groups the SFD had worked with, 

who are seeking to apply pres-

sure on the organization to resume 

pending development projects or 

release funds allocated for schemes 

in their area. 

He said Makawi’s mobile phone 

remained on until Wednesday 

morning, but that calls were not 

answered and it has since been 

VZLWFKHG�R̆��
Speaking with France 2 TV on 

Wednesday, the corporation’s 

president, Francisco Ayala, said his 

employees had been kidnapped by 

¿YH�RU�VL[�JXQPHQ�GUHVVHG�LQ�SROLFH�
uniforms.

Mohammad Hezam, deputy 

manager of public relations at the 

Ministry of Interior, said the Secu-

ULW\�2̇FH�RI�WKH�&DSLWDO�6HFUHWDULDW�
is in charge of the case, but no one 

IURP�WKH�ṘFH�FRXOG�EH�FRQWDFWHG�
Local news outlets have suggest-

ed Houthi involvement in the kid-

napping, an allegation strenuously 

denied by Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, 

a member of the group’s Political Of-

¿FH�LQ�6DQD¶D��0HPEHUV�RI�$O�4DH-

da in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 

have not claimed responsibility ei-

ther.

Speaking at a news conference 

on Wednesday, French President 

Francois Hollande said the women 

had been taken in front of a min-

istry building. Speaking of French 

national Prime, he said, “we ask for 

her to be released as soon as pos-

sible, we are trying to locate her 

and will do all we can for her to be 

freed.”

Security concerns in the capital 

have risen since the Houthis dis-

solved Parliament on Feb. 6. Fol-

lowing the closures of the American 

and British embassies in Sana’a, 

)UHQFK� FRQVXODU� VWD̆� ZHUH� HYDFX-

ated from the capital on Feb. 13 and 

advised all nationals to leave the 

country. 

Kidnappings of foreigners in Ye-

men are relatively common. Be-

tween 2010 and 2014, more than 

76 foreign nationals were held by 

kidnappers, according to a study 

conducted by Safer Yemen, a secu-

rity organization in the country. Eu-

ropeans make up about one-third of 

all kidnappings, and nearly 40 per-

cent of all kidnappings during that 

period were in Sana’a.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 25—Houthi mili-

tants took control of the Special Se-

curity Forces (SSF) camp in Subaha 

area, west of the capital Sana’a, ear-

ly Wednesday morning after heavy 

¿JKWLQJ�
According to sources from both 

sides, as well as eyewitnesses, any-

where from “tens” to “hundreds” 

were killed.

The clashes started at around 

10:00 p.m. on Tuesday and lasted 

several hours. Ali Al-Imad, a mem-

EHU�RI�WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�LQ�
Sana’a, said the Houthis took full 

control of the SSF camp at 2 a.m. on 

Wednesday.

Abdulrahman Ahmad Ali Abdu 

Al-Haisi, one of the soldiers who 

SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�¿JKW��FRQ¿UPHG�
to the Yemen Times that Houthis 

had taken control of the camp. 

However, he said the camp’s ar-

mory is still under the control of its 

soldiers, who remained in the camp 

after the Houthis took it over. 

7KH�¿JKWLQJ�HQGHG�IROORZLQJ�PH-

diation from members of the Minis-

try of Defence, according to a source 

from the military camp’s own De-

partment of Finance. 

It was agreed between the two 

parties that the Houthis would re-

main in the camp and in their barri-

cades outside, but that “they would 

not enter the armories.” 

A source from the Ministry of 

Defense, speaking to the Yemen 

Times on condition of anonymity, 

FRQ¿UPHG� WKH� +RXWKLV� WRRN� RYHU�
Al-Subaha camp and that mediators 

were sent from the ministry. How-

ever,  he said the camp’s command 

had already surrendered by the 

time mediators had arrived.

As of Wednesday afternoon the 

Houthis had not entered the armor-

ies, the source said. 

The Yemen Times visited the SSF 

camp Wednesday afternoon. Al-

though denied entry into the com-

pound, Houthi checkpoints around 

the camp were visible, as were 

Houthi gunmen at the camp’s gates 

and guard posts. 

High death toll
According to soldier Al-Haisal, 

nearly 150 Houthis—and only one 

soldier—were killed in the battle. 

The Department of Finance source 

also estimated around 150 Houthis 

were killed, along with one soldier. 

Fadhl Abu Talib, a member of 

WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH�� WROG�

the Yemen Times the number was 

much less, but did say that “tens” of 

Houthis were killed in the battle. He 

said he had no information regard-

ing soldier fatalities.  

Jamal Al-Qeiz, head of the Secu-

rity Department within the Minis-

WU\�RI�'HIHQVH��SHJJHG�WKH�¿JXUH�DW�
“dozens from both sides.”

Mohammad Jarallah, a soldier 

the Yemen Times talked to at the 

SSF camp on Wednesday, said his 

cousin was the only soldier to be 

killed. He claimed casualties suf-

fered by the Houthis were in the 

“hundreds.” 

According to Jarallah, tanks and 

mortars were used in the battle. The 

Houthis had been amassing their 

¿JKWHUV� VLQFH� 7XHVGD\� PRUQLQJ�
around the camp, he said.

Eyewitness Ali Hassan Al-Raidi, 

a civilian who lives near the camp’s 

western gate where much of the 

¿JKWLQJ�WRRN�SODFH��VDLG�WKH�+RXWKLV�
took control after several hours of 

violent clashes, during which he 

heard the Houthis screaming their 

“Death to America” slogan.

“The number of Houthi deaths 

is in the hundreds, we saw a large 

number of bodies being taken out 

of the camp at dawn,” he said.

None of the sources were able 

to say where the bodies were 

taken. The Houthis usually take 

away their dead immediately and 

GR�QRW�FRQ¿UP�QXPEHUV�ZLWK�WKH�
government, hospitals, or the 

media. 

None of the numbers provided 

FRXOG�EH�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�YHUL¿HG��

Tensions heightened
According to Al-Haisi, the rea-

son there were so many Houthi 

casualties is because, “the four 

gates of the camp are several me-

ters above street level, and the 

Houthis came by the dozens try-

ing to break into the camp but the 

soldiers used their positions and 

¿UHG�DW�DQ\�RQH�ZKR�FDPH�FORVH�
to the gates.”

However, there were also 

armed men inside the camp loyal 

to the Houthis, Al-Haisi said, who 

helped the Houthis outside break 

in. According to him, around 

100 Houthis were recruited in 

2014 by the camp’s commander, 

Ahmad Dahan Al-Shiani, to be 

trained with the special forces. 

The source from the camp’s 

)LQDQFH� 'HSDUWPHQW� FRQ¿UPHG�
that commander Al-Shiani re-

cruited 100 Houthis to replace 

soldiers who had stopped showing 

up to work. This happened follow-

ing the signing of the Peace and 

National Partnership Agreement on 

Sept. 21. 

:KDW� OHG� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ� WR� EUHDN�
out Tuesday night was a disagree-

ment days earlier, according to the 

source.

“Last Friday there was a dis-

DJUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�DQ�ṘFHU�LQ�WKH�
FDPS�� QDPHG� )DGKO� $O�6KUD¿�� DQG�
a group of Houthis who had been 

training at the camp for the past 

¿YH�PRQWKV�´�KH�VDLG�� ³2QH�RI� >WKH�
+RXWKLV@�NLOOHG�ṘFHU�$O�6KUD¿�DQG�
then clashes broke out.” The com-

mander resolved the situation, and 

no further casualties were reported, 

he added. 

7KH� ṘFHU¶V� PXUGHU� OHG� WR�
heightened tensions within the 

camp, as soldiers wanted to avenge 

their colleagues death, the source 

explained. The Houthis contacted 

their own colleagues, who amassed 

in the hundreds outside the camp 

Tuesday morning and barricaded 

themselves across from the camp. 

That evening, verbal altercations 

between Houthis and soldiers es-

FDODWHG�LQWR�FODVKHV��¿UVW�LQVLGH�WKH�
camp and then outside. 

The SSF camp, located west of 

the capital, includes the special op-

erations, special forces, and counter 

terrorism brigades, which all fall 

under the SSF. The SSF itself is un-

der the jurisdiction of the Strategic 

Reserve Forces, which was founded 

in 2012 by republican decree from 

then President Abdu Rabu Mansour 

+DGL�DV�SDUW�RI�H̆RUWV�WR�UHVWUXFWXUH�
the army.

Before being restructured, the 

SSF was called the Republican 

Guards and was headed by Briga-

dier Ahmad Ali Abdullah Saleh, son 

of the former President Ali Abdullah 

Saleh. The Strategic Reserve Forces 

are currently headed by Brigadier 

$OL�$O�-DL¿��XQGHU�WKH�FRPPDQG�RI�
the Ministry of Defense. However, 

despite the restructuring, many sol-

diers are though to remain loyal to 

Ahmed Ali Saleh. 

Houthis prevent politicians from meeting Hadi

Negotiations 
ongoing for release 
of kidnapped women

Mass casualties reported as 
Houthis take SSF camp 

<HPHQL�QDWLRQDO�6KHUHHQ�0DNDZL� �OHIW��DQG�)UHQFK�QDWLRQDO� ,VDEHOOH�
3ULPH��ULJKW���ERWK�HPSOR\HHV�RI�D�FRQVXOWLQJ�FRUSRUDWLRQ�LQ�6DQD¶D��
ZHUH�NLGQDSSHG�LQ�6DQD¶D�RQ�7XHVGD\�
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 24—The Houthis 
have rejected the retraction of 
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi’s resig-
nation as president and promised 
reprisals, while members of Parlia-
ment remain divided over its legal-
ity.

The Houthis have said Hadi’s 
claim to the presidency is illegiti-
mate and have promised a “harsh” 
response following his escape from 
house arrest on Saturday. 

Muhammad Al-Bukhaiti, a 
member of the Houthi Political 
2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� VDLG� RQ� 7XHVGD\�
that the group will respond with 
“strong measures in the coming 
few days,” although he would not 
elaborate due to the “sensitivity of 
the current situation.”

The Houthi Supreme Revolu-
tionary Committee, the group’s 
15-member governing body, issued 
a statement via the state-run Saba 
News Agency on Tuesday morning, 
declaring Hadi a fugitive “who lost 
any legitimacy as president after 
his reckless actions undermined 
the security, stability and economy 
of the country.”

The group added that anyone 
dealing with Hadi as head of state 
and responding to his orders 
would be legally accountable, and 
asked foreign governments “to re-
spect the choice of Yemen’s people 
and not to deal with Abdu Rabu 
Mansour Hadi as president.”

Legal authorities disagree with 
WKH� ṘFLDO� SRVLWLRQ� WDNHQ� E\�
Houthi authorities, however. 

Mohammad Al-Sharjabi, a GPC 
member working in the legal au-
thority of the Houthi Revolution-
ary Committee, said if a month 
passes without a parliamentary 
vote “it is expected that the presi-
dent will resume his duties as head 
of state.”

Abdulrahman Barman, a lawyer 
with the National Organization for 

Defending Rights and Freedoms 
(HOOD) based in Sana’a, believes 
so long as Parliament has not con-
vened to decide on the matter, 
Hadi has the right to withdraw his 
resignation at any time. 

Speaking with the Yemen Times, 
he said the law stipulates that a 
resignation must be accepted or 
rejected with a parliamentary vote 
before it can be validated, and that 
the time elapsed since the resigna-
tion was tendered is irrelevant.

Barman said the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) initiative 
transferred parliamentary juris-
diction to the president, and that 
under the ongoing political crisis 
Hadi was using the power granted 
to him to make decisions normally 
within Parliament’s remit or re-
quiring its sanction. Hence, he 
said, most decisions taken since 
2011 were executive orders taken 
by Hadi alone.

“Legally speaking, the resigna-
tion does not exist and therefore 
the Parliament does not need to 
hold a session to decide on the 

matter,” he said. “The president 
has the right to withdraw his resig-
nation [without consultation], and 
the timeframe normally granted 
for Parliament to accept or dismiss 
it has already passed.”

Sultan Al-Autwani, a Nasserist 
member of Parliament and advisor 
to the president, agrees with Bar-
man’s interpretation. “Hadi’s let-
ter retracting his resignation was 
valid as soon as it reached Parlia-
ment, there is no reason for Parlia-
ment to hold a session to discuss 
it,” he said. “Parliament has no say 
in accepting or rejecting the res-
ignation because we never met to 
discuss it.”

He added that Hadi was not even 
obliged to contact members of Par-
liament regarding the matter and 
had only done so “out of respect” 
for the government. His resigna-
tion “was invalidated the moment 
he [escaped house arrest and] left 
Sana’a on Saturday,” he said. 

However, Abdu Al-Janadi, a 
spokesperson for the General 
People’s Congress (GPC), said his 

party does not accept Hadi’s return 
to the presidency and argues any 
decision must come from Parlia-
ment. 

With 220 of 301 seats, he point-
ed out that the GPC holds a major-
ity in Parliament and “so it is up to 
the us, the GPC, whether to accept 
or withdraw Hadi's resignation.”

Hadi addressed a letter to mem-
bers of Parliament retracting his 
resignation on Monday evening. 
He was withdrawing his resigna-
tion, he wrote, due to “the conspir-
acy against national unity, security 
and sovereignty… and a disregard 
for the political process.” 

The Houthis, he added, “ham-
pered the political process on Sept. 
21 of 2014 when they took Sana’a 
at gunpoint, while the government 
was being peaceful and did not 
resort to aggression, which it re-
mains committed to today.”

Hadi resigned as president on 
Jan. 21, three days after his resi-
dence and the Presidential Palace 
were attacked by Houthis. After a 
month under house arrest, he es-

Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Feb. 25—Two gunmen 
assassinated Colonel Saif Hassan 
=DLG�0DQDD��ṘFH�GLUHFWRU�RI�/D-
hj’s security chief, in Al-Hawta city 
of Lahj governorate on Tuesday. 
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP) have claimed responsibil-
ity.

A security source from the Op-
erations Unit of the governorate’s 
Security Department said the gun-
men shot Manaa dead in front of 
Bin Khaldoon Hospital in Al-Haw-
ta.

“The two gunmen were on a mo-
WRUELNH� DQG� ÀHG� WKH� VFHQH� HDVLO\�
without being caught because they 
used a gun with a silencer,” said 
the source, speaking to the Yemen 
Times on condition of anonymity 
out of concern for his safety. 

According to him, as of noon 
Wednesday nobody had been ar-
rested but investigations are ongo-
ing. 

In a statement on its Twitter 
page, AQAP said that two of its 
members shot Manaa dead at 8:55 
a.m. on Tuesday in Al-Hawta city. 
No motive has been provided for 
the killing. 

Tuesday’s murder is the latest in 
a series of assassinations targeting 
security and military personnel 
that have rocked Al-Hawta city in 
recent months. 

Only three days prior, on Feb. 21, 
two soldiers of the Special Security 
Forces were shot dead by gunmen 
in Al-Hawta. 

Basim Al-Zuraiqi, spokesperson 
for the Ministry of Information’s 
ṘFH�LQ�/DKM��VDLG�WKH�WZR�VROGLHUV�
were killed by anonymous gunmen 

near a qat market in Al-Hawta. 
AQAP claimed responsibility later 
that day.

Two more soldiers were assas-
VLQDWHG�E\�XQLGHQWL¿HG�JXQPHQ�LQ�
Al-Hawta on Feb. 16, and on Feb. 
13 Colonel Mahmood Saaeed Al-
Naqeeb was assassinated by two 
XQLGHQWL¿HG� PHQ� ZKR� ZHUH� VHHQ�
on a motorbike. AQAP claimed 
responsibility for both assassina-
tions.

According to the security source, 
the number of assassinations in Al-
Hawta has clearly spiked since the 
beginning of 2015. In his view, the 
“unstable security situation has 
enabled AQAP members to spread 
widely in the governorate and tar-

JHW�VHFXULW\�ṘFLDOV�´�
Al-Zuraiqi also attributes the rise 

in assassinations to an increase of 
AQAP militants in the city, stating, 
“there are many members of Al-
Qaeda in Al-Hawta, and in Lahj in 
general.” 

Accompanying the rise in assas-
sinations, residents of Al-Hawta 
are growing increasingly con-
cerned for their own safety. 

“Not only are security and mili-
WDU\� ṘFLDOV� EHLQJ� DVVDVVLQDWHG��
but also civilians,” Ahmed Hish-
am, a 30-year-old Al-Hawta local, 
told the Yemen Times. 

He continued, “Some people 
take advantage of the security vac-
uum and kill people who they are 

in disagreement with. For exam-
ple, two anonymous gunmen on a 
motorbike on Feb. 9 assassinated 
local resident Alawi Mohammad 
Abu Baker.”

AQAP later claimed responsibil-
ity for the killing.

Hisham also complained about 
the lack of response by local au-
thorities, saying little to nothing 
has been done to prevent the grow-
ing number of assassinations. 

Both Al-Zuraiqi and the security 
source from the governorate’s Se-
curity Department told the Yemen 
Times on Wednesday that no steps 
have been taken by the govern-
ment to address the deteriorating 
security situation.

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Feb. 24—Southern 
popular committees reclaimed 
the house of former South Yemen 
President Ali Salem Al-Beidh on 
Tuesday, twenty-one years after 
it was taken by his rival, northern 
politician and tribal leader Abdul-
lah Bin Hussein Al-Ahmar. 

Brief clashes took place outside 
the property, located in Aden city’s 
Sirah district, between popular 
committee members and armed 
guards before it was captured on 
Tuesday morning.

The popular committee did not 
take control of the property for its 
own use, according to its mem-
bers. 

“The residence is being secured 
until Al-Beidh or a member of his 
family returns to Aden, at which 
point we will hand it over,” said 
Nasser Al-Hawshabi, a prominent 
popular committee member from 
Abyan who arrived in Aden on 
Tuesday but was not involved in 
the assault.

Clashes were brief and resulted 
in no casualties on either side, ac-
cording to Al-Hawshabi, who said 
there were only ten guards pro-
tecting the property who surren-
dered within a half hour.

He said the popular committees 
are not necessarily allied with Al-
Beidh but are “trying to reclaim 
what belongs to the [southern] 
people, and Al-Beidh is one of 
them.”

The seizure of Al-Beidh’s prop-
erty is seen as part of the north’s 
“invasion” of the south, accord-
ing to Southern Movement leader 
Mohammed Al-Muslimi, who says 
members of his group are support-
ive of the move.

“The Southern Movement sup-
ports the return of Al-Beidh to 
Aden because he is a southern citi-

zen and he has the right to come 
back,” he said.

Security forces have not op-
posed the move, either. Moham-
med Mosaed, the security chief of 
Aden governorate, said his forces 
are working “shoulder to shoul-
der” with the popular committees.

“All of Aden’s citizens know the 
house belongs to Al-Beidh and we 
support what the popular commit-
tees are doing,” he said.

The house had been under the 
control of Al-Ahmar’s son, Sheikh 
Sadeq, who heads the northern 
Hashid tribal federation, one of 
the most powerful in Yemen.

In an interview with Al-Saeeda 
Channel in September 2012, 
Sadeq said he had no intention of 
handing over the house because 
he had paid for it, although he did 
not reveal who he had purchased 
it from. 

“If Ali Salem Al-Beidh wants the 
house he should resort to the judi-
cial system,” he said at the time. 

Following a brief civil war in 
������VSDUNHG�E\�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�
southern Yemeni Socialist Party 
leaders Abdulfatah Ismael and Ali 
Nasser Mohammed, Ali Salem Al-
Beidh took power and remained 
SUHVLGHQW� XQWLO� QDWLRQDO� XQL¿FD-
tion in 1990. 

Serving as vice-president until 
1993, he led a southern-secession-
ist movement and declared inde-
pendence on May 21, 1994, leading 
to the renewal of civil war between 
North and South Yemen. Follow-
LQJ�GHIHDW��$O�%HLGK�ÀHG�WR�2PDQ�
on July 7, 1994. 

Defeat for the south saw sev-
eral of its leaders escape abroad, 
after which northern forces took 
control of the governorate and 
seized much of its property, the 
most well-known of which was the 
former president’s house in Sirah 
district.

President or fugitive? Houthis reject 
Hadi’s letter to Parliament

Assassinations spike in Al-Hawta 
city, Lahj 

Popular committees 
reclaim house of former 
southern president 

Opinion remains divided as to whether Hadi is the legitimate president of Yemen. The Houthi Revo-
lutionary Committee called him a fugitive and illegitimate, but many politicians and lawyers argue 
otherwise.

Taken by a rival decades ago, popular committee members say 
they took back Ali Salem Al-Beidh’s house in a show of support for 
his return.

Tuesday’s killing of Colonel Manaa is the latest in a string of assassinations in Lahj’s Al-Hawta city 
since the beginning of the year. AQAP has claimed responsibility for many of the attacks.
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Nasser Al-Sakkaf

T
he Houthis have had 

a great deal on their 

hands since seizing 

control of the capi-

tal in September but, 

while most Sana’anis may not have 

noticed, the occupying forces also 

have an eye for detail and symbolic 

value, as evidenced in a recent cam-

paign to change the names of well-

known streets in the city.

The Houthi Revolutionary Com-

mittee announced plans on Jan. 2 

to change the names of eleven of 

the capital’s main streets, saying 

WKH�FKDQJHV�ZRXOG�EH�PDGH�ṘFLDO�
through the local authority of the 

Capital Secretariat. 

While old street signs remain in 

place, placards bearing the names 

of selected national icons and a 

symbol marking the Revolutionary 

Committee’s authority have ap-

peared alongside them since the end 

of January. Major streets stretching 

the length of the city, such as Al-

Dairi Street, have been divided up 

and given multiple names.

As of yet, the new street names 

have not been licensed or approved 

by the Capital Secretariat, accord-

ing to a member of the local council, 

Yahya Al Makhadhi. 

“[If] Ansar Allah [the Houthis] 

want to change the names of streets, 

they should apply to the local coun-

cil, which is headed by Mayor Ab-

dulqader Hilal, and then the council 

will decide, but they haven’t done 

this,” he said, adding that there is 

little that can be done to stop them.

2̇FLDOO\��WKH�QDPHV�RI�WKH�VWUHHWV�
have not been changed in municipal 

records, and utility bills continue to 

bear the original names.

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-

EHU�RI�WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�LQ�
Sana’a, says changing the names 

of streets is the prerogative of the 

Revolutionary Committee, whose 

members also decided on the new 

names. 

“The Revolutionary Committee 

tried contacting the local coun-

cil, but the procedures are hard 

to follow, so they went ahead and 

changed the names and they will 

coordinate later with the local coun-

cil,” he said. 

Al-Makhadhi insists street names 

will remain the same, regardless of 

any placards, unless changes are 

made through the municipal au-

thorities. “We will not change the 

names of the streets until we agree 

with the Revolutionary Committee 

about the new names,” he said. 

Most of the capital’s residents 

remain unaware of the new street 

names, except for bus drivers or 

those living near the street signs.

Hussam Al-Dhobhani, a bus driv-

er who works the route connecting 

$O�'DLUL�6WUHHW�DQG�$O�6D¿D�6WUHHW��
says he knows the new names for 

Al-Dairi Street because he passes 

the placards bearing their names so 

often, but that passengers only refer 

to their original names.

Al-Dhobhani was not able to 

name other streets that have been 

renamed, however. “The names 

of the streets are customary and 

LW¶V� GL̇FXOW� WR� FRQYLQFH� WKH�SHRSOH�
WR� XVH� GL̆HUHQW� QDPHV� IRU� VWUHHWV��
HYHQ�LI�WKH\�DUH�FKDQJHG�ṘFLDOO\�´�
he said.

While most residents are un-

aware of the new names, when told 

what they are many agree with the 

Houthis’ choice of national heroes—

even those who do not support the 

Houthis. 

According to local Sana’ani 

Ahmed Abdulbari, “The new names 

are valuable because they remind 

us of our national heroes. I'm not 

a Houthi supporter, but this is the 

fact, because they did not chose 

names from only one faction.”

+H�VDLG�LW�LV�GL̇FXOW�WR�PHPRUL]H�
the names of the new streets, and 

LV� DZDUH� WKDW� LW� ZLOO� EH� GL̇FXOW� WR�
change it in the minds of the people, 

EXW�KH�LV�KDSS\�ZLWK�WKH�H̆RUW�EHLQJ�
made by the Houthis. 

Mazen Adel, another resident, 

VDLG�� ³)RU�PH� LW¶V� QR� GL̆HUHQW�� EH-

cause the people still use the old 

names, and I do not care to know 

the names, especially because the 

banners have the name of the Revo-

lutionary Committee, and it is not 

governmental.”

7KLV�LV�QRW�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�FKDQJHV�
to street names have been ignored. 

The names of several streets in 

Sana’a were changed in the 1990s 

IROORZLQJ� XQL¿FDWLRQ�� 7KH\� EHDU�
the names of regional capitals, 

such as Riyadh Street (Hail Street), 

Abu Dhabi (Western Dairi),  Khar-

toum (Mujahed), and Nouakchott 

(Sakhr). As is the case now, most 

residents remain unaware of those 

changes and continue referring to 

streets by their original names.

Houthi Revolutionary Committee 
changes 11 street names 

The Poet Abdullah Al-Baradoni Street (left) and The Martyr Gar Allah Omar Street (right). At the bottom of 
both signs it reads “Revolutionary Committee,” and no government markings can be found.

Now Before

Ibrahim Al-Hamdi Street Southern 60 Meter Street

Ahmed Al-Noaman Street Western 60 Meter Street

The Martyr Faisal Abdulateef 

Street

Western 60 Meter Street

The Poet Abdullah Al-Baradoni 

Street

Western Al-Dairi Street

Omar Al-Jawi  Street Northern Al-Dairi Street

The Martyr Gar Allah Omar Street Southern Al-Dairi Street

Yosef Al-Shihari Street 20 Meter Street

The Prophet Street 50 Meter Street

The Martyr Hasan Al-Horaibi 

Street

Zero Street 

The Martyr Issa Mohammed Saif 

Street

16 Meter Street

The Martyr Mojahed Abu 

Shwareb Street

From Al-Kumaim roundabout to 

Mujahed roundabout, which is 

part of Mujahed street.
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Slogans vs. deeds

The current political instability facing Ye-
PHQ�LV�EHLQJ�FOHDUO\�UHÀHFWHG�RQ�WKH�HFRQR-
P\��,W�VHHPV�WKDW�QDWLRQV�GRQ¶W�OHDUQ�H[FHSW�
IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFHV��7KLV�OHVVRQ�LV�
neither easy nor cheap, as we shall pay an 

H[SHQVLYH�SULFH�WR�JHW�LW��+RZHYHU��WKH�PRUH�SDLQIXO�WKH�
lesson, the greater the results we will get.
3ROLWLFLDQV�WKLQN�WKH\�DUH�FOHYHU�DQG�FDQ�DFKLHYH�GLI-

IHUHQW� UHVXOWV� E\� FRPPLWWLQJ� WKH� VDPH� ROG� PLVWDNHV��
QRW� DFNQRZOHGJLQJ� WKDW� WLPHV� KDYH� FKDQJHG� DQG� WKH�
WRROV�DUH�GL̆HUHQW��%HWWLQJ�RQ�SHRSOH¶V�ORZ�OHYHO�RI�HGX-
FDWLRQ�DQG�XVLQJ�GHPDJRJLF�VORJDQV�LV�QRW�WKDW�H̆HFWLYH�
DJDLQVW�RSHQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�DQG�PRGHUQ�PHDQV�RI�FRP-
munication.

It is no longer acceptable to marginalize other ar-
HDV� LQ�<HPHQ��(YHU\ERG\�KDV� WKH� VDPH�ULJKW� WR�PDQ-
DJH�WKHLU�RZQ�D̆DLUV�DQG�WR�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�
resources. Going back to the past, where control of all 
SRZHU�DQG�QDWXUDO� UHVRXUFHV�ZDV� FRQFHQWUDWHG� LQ� WKH�
KDQGV�RI�D�VPDOO�GHPRJUDSKLF��PXVW�QRW�KDSSHQ��
3DUWQHUVKLS�DQG�FRQVHQVXV�LV�QRW�D�JDPH�WR�EH�SOD\HG�

RQO\�ZKHQ�LW¶V�LQ�\RXU�IDYRU��7KH�VORJDQV�VKRXWHG�E\�GLI-
IHUHQW� SDUWLHV�PXVW�PDWFK� WKHLU� GHHGV²RWKHUZLVH� ZH�
ZLOO�FRPH�QR�FORVHU�WR�DFKLHYLQJ�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�
stability.
7KHUH�LV�DOZD\V�D�ELJ�GL̆HUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKHRU\�DQG�

SUDFWLFH��6RPHWLPHV�VORJDQV�DUH�SXUSRVHIXOO\�H[DJJHU-
DWHG��ZKLOH�RWKHU�WLPHV�WKH\�DUH�PDGH�ZLWK�JUHDW�KRSHV�
DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�WKDW�VLPSO\�FDQ�QRW�EH�LPSOHPHQWHG�
LQ�UHDOLW\��,Q�ERWK�FDVHV��IDLOXUH�LV�GHVWLQHG�XQOHVV�WKHUH�
LV�D�FOHDU�YLVLRQ�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��
,W�LV�DOZD\V�ZLVH�WR�UHWUHDW�DW�WKH�ULJKW�WLPH�DQG�LW�LV�

QRW�D� VKDPH� WR� UHYLVH�GHFLVLRQV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�ZURQJ�RU�
XQVXFFHVVIXO��,W¶V�EHWWHU�WKDQ�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�D�GLVDVWHU�
WKDW�DOO�ZLOO�VX̆HU�IURP�
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T UXO\�� 86� 3UHVLGHQW�
%DUDFN� 2EDPD¶V� UH-
FHQW� FDOO� WR� DGGUHVV� WKH�
URRW� FDXVHV� RI� YLROHQFH��
LQFOXGLQJ� WKDW� RI� WKH�

VR�FDOOHG� ³,VODPLF� 6WDWH´� �,6�� DQG�
$O�4DHGD� ZDV� D� VWHS� LQ� WKH� ULJKW�
GLUHFWLRQ�� EXW� LW� LV� VWLOO� PLOHV� DZD\�
from taking the least responsibility 
possible for the mayhem that has af-
ÀLFWHG�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�VLQFH�WKH�86�
LQYDVLRQ�RI�,UDT�LQ������
³7KH� OLQN� LV� XQGHQLDEOH�´�2EDPD�

VDLG�LQ�D�VSHHFK�DW�WKH�6WDWH�'HSDUW-
PHQW�RQ�)HE������³:KHQ�SHRSOH�DUH�
RSSUHVVHG�DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DUH�GH-
QLHG²SDUWLFXODUO\� DORQJ� VHFWDULDQ�
OLQHV� RU� HWKQLF� OLQHV²ZKHQ� GLVVHQW�
LV� VLOHQFHG�� LW� IHHGV� YLROHQW� H[WUHP-
LVP��,W�FUHDWHV�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�
LV�ULSH�IRU�WHUURULVWV�WR�H[SORLW�´
2I�FRXUVH��KH�LV�ULJKW��(YHU\�ZRUG��

+RZHYHU��WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�PHVVDJH�LV�
DOVR� FOHDU�� ,W¶V� HYHU\RQH� HOVH¶V� IDXOW�
EXW� RXUV�� 1RZ�� WKDW¶V� KDUGO\� WUXH��
DQG�2EDPD�� RQFH� D� VWURQJ� FULWLF� RI�
KLV�SUHGHFHVVRU¶V�ZDU��NQRZV�LW�ZHOO�
:ULWLQJ� DW� 061%&�FRP�� 6DUDK�

/HDK�:KLWVRQ� ZHQW� D� VWHS� IXUWKHU��
,Q�³:K\�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�,6,6�LV�IDLO-
LQJ�´�:KLWVRQ� FULWLFL]HG� WKH� DQWL�,6�
DOOLDQFH� IRU� SUHGLFDWLQJ� LWV� VWUDWHJ\�
RQ� PLOLWDULO\� GHIHDWLQJ� WKH� JURXS��

ZLWKRXW� DQ\� UHGUHVV� RI� WKH� JULHY-
DQFHV� RI� RSSUHVVHG� ,UDTL� 6XQQLV��
ZKR� ODVW� \HDU�ZHOFRPHG� ,6�¿JKWHUV�
DV�³OLEHUDWRUV�´
³%XW�OHW¶V�QRW�IRUJHW�KRZ�,UDT�JRW�

WR� WKDW�SRLQW�´� VKH�ZURWH�� ³ZLWK� WKH�
86�OHG�,UDT�ZDU�WKDW�GLVSODFHG�D�GLF-
WDWRU�EXW�UHVXOWHG�LQ�DQ�DEXVLYH�RF-
FXSDWLRQ� DQG� GHVWUXFWLYH� FLYLO� ZDU��
OHDYLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�D�PLOOLRQ�GHDG�´
6SRW� RQ�� ZHOO�� DOPRVW�� :KLWVRQ�

FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�³GLVSODFLQJ�RI�D�GLF-
WDWRU´� DV� D� SOXV� IRU� WKH�86�ZDU�� DV�
LI� WKH� ZKROH� PLOLWDU\� YHQWXUH� KDG�
DQ\WKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�RYHUFRPLQJ�GLF-
WDWRUVKLS�� ,Q� IDFW�� WKH� ³DEXVLYH� RF-
FXSDWLRQ� DQG� GHVWUXFWLYH� FLYLO�ZDU´�
ZDV�YHU\�PXFK�SDUW�RI�WKH�86�VWUDW-
HJ\�RI�GLYLGH�DQG�FRQTXHU�
0DQ\�ZURWH�DERXW� WKLV� WR� WKH�H[-

tent that that the argument itself is 
LQ� IDFW�� KLVWRU\�� $W� OHDVW�� KRZHYHU��
ERWK� DUJXPHQWV� DUH� D� VLJQL¿FDQW�
GHSDUWXUH�IURP�WKH�SVHXGR�LQWHOOHF-
WXDOLVP�WKDW�KDV�RFFXSLHG�WKH�ODUJHU�
VKDUH�RI�PDLQVWUHDP�PHGLD�WKLQNLQJ�
DERXW� WHUURULVP� DQG� YLROHQFH�� 1RW�
RQO\�GRHV�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZLVGRP�
LQ� 86�PHGLD� EODPH� WKH� EORRG\� H[-
ploits of IS on the region itself, as if 
WKH�86�DQG�ZHVWHUQ�LQWHUYHQWLRQLVP�
are not, in any way, factors, at least 
ZRUWK�SRQGHULQJ���,Q�IDFW��IRU�WKHP�
86� LQWHUYHQWLRQ� LV� D� IRUFH� RI� JRRG��
UDUHO\�VHOI�VHHNLQJ�DQG�H[SORLWDWLYH���
(YHQ�ZRUVH��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�WKH\�XQ-
UDYHO�WKH�DUJXPHQW��,VODP�VRPHKRZ�

HQGV�XS�EHLQJ�WKH�URRW�RI�DOO�HYLO²D�
UHGXFWLRQLVW��VLOO\�DQG� LUUHVSRQVLEOH�
argument, to say the least.
,W� LV� DOVR� D� GDQJHURXV� RQH�� IRU� LW�

LQIHUV� WKH� NLQG� RI� FRQFOXVLRQV� WKDW�
will constantly point the arrow to 
WKH� GLUHFWLRQ� RI� D� VHOI�GHVWUXFWLYH�
IRUHLJQ�SROLF\��WKH�NLQG�WKDW�KDV�VHW�
WKH�0LGGOH� (DVW� DEOD]H� LQ� WKH� ¿UVW�
place.
%XW� WKDW� LV� QRW� \RXU� HYHU\GD\�

GLDWULEH�� 7KH� FRQVWDQW� LQMHFWLRQ� RI�
all sorts of bizarre arguments, like 
WKDW�RI�*UDHPH�:RRG¶V�UHFHQW�SLHFH�
LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF��LV�DLPHG�DW�FUHDWLQJ�
GLVWUDFWLRQV�� EODPLQJ� UHOLJLRQ� DQG�
LWV� ]HDORWV� IRU� WKHLU� ³DSRFDO\SWLF´�
YLHZ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�
:RRG¶V� DUJXPHQW�� GHVLJQHG� WR�

EH� D�PHWKRGLFDO� DQG�GHWDFKHG� DFD-
GHPLF�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�URRWV�RI�,6�
LV�PLVFRQVWUXHG� DW� EHVW�� GLVLQJHQX-
RXV�DW�ZRUVW��³7KDW�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH�
KROGV� WKH� LPPLQHQW� IXO¿OOPHQW� RI�
SURSKHF\� DV� D� PDWWHU� RI� GRJPD� DW�
least tells us the mettle of our op-
SRQHQW��,W� LV�UHDG\�WR�FKHHU�LWV�RZQ�
QHDU�REOLWHUDWLRQ�� DQG� WR� UHPDLQ�
FRQ¿GHQW�� HYHQ� ZKHQ� VXUURXQGHG��
WKDW�LW�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�GLYLQH�VXFFRU�LI�LW�
VWD\V� WUXH� WR� WKH�3URSKHWLF�PRGHO�´�
:RRG�FRQFOXGHG�ZLWK�WKH�W\SH�RI�OLE-
HUDO� SRVLWLYLVP� WKDW� KDV� EHFRPH� DV�
JDOOLQJ� DV� UHOLJLRXV� ]HDO��0RKDPHG�
*KLODQ��DQ�,VODPLF�ODZ�VFKRODU��GLV-
VHFWHG�:RRG¶V�DUJXPHQW�ZLWK�LQWHJ-
ULW\�EDVHG�RQ�UHDO��DXWKHQWLF�NQRZO-

HGJH�RI� ERWK� ,VODP�DQG� WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVW� UHJLRQ�� ³$Q� DQDO\VLV� RI� ZKDW�
,6,/�LV�DERXW�DQG�ZKDW�LW�ZDQWV�WKDW�
looks to Islam as a causal source of 
WKHLU� EHKDYLRU� LV�QRW� RQO\�PLVJXLG-
HG��EXW�DOVR�KDUPIXO�´�KH�ZURWH�
³,W� REVFXUHV� WKH� URRW� FDXVHV� IRU�

ZK\�ZH�KDYH�DQ�,6,/��DQ�$O�4DHGD��
DQ�$QVDU�%D\W�$O�0DTGLV��DQG�DQ\�RI�
WKH�RWKHU�JURXSV�WKDW�KDYH�ULVHQ�DQG�
continue to arise. It creates further 
FRQIXVLRQ� DQG� FRQWULEXWHV� WR� D� ULV-
ing Islamophobic sentiment in the 
:HVW��$QG�ZKHQ�JLYHQ� WKH�JXLVH�RI�
DFDGHPLF� ULJRU�� LW� DFFRPSOLVKHV� DOO�
RI�WKLV�UDWKHU�SHUQLFLRXVO\�´
,QGHHG�� WKH� DJH�ROG� DLOPHQW� RI�

shallow, lacking writing about the 
FRPSOH[�DQG�LQYROYHG�UHDOLW\�LQ�WKH�
0LGGOH�(DVW� SHUVLVWV�� HYHQ� DIWHU� ���
years of full American military en-
grossment in the region.
6LQFH� WKH� ¿UVW� ,UDT� ZDU� ������

���� XQWLO� WKLV� GD\�� $PHULFD¶V�PDLQ-
VWUHDP� LQWHOOHFWXDOV� DQG� MRXUQDOLVWV�
UHIXVH�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�PRVW�SUHYDOHQW�
truth about the roots of the current 
FULVLV�� WKDW� PLOLWDU\� LQWHUYHQWLRQ� LV�
QRW� D� YLUWXH�� WKDW�ZDU� EHJHWV� FKDRV�
DQG�YLROHQFH��WKDW�PLOLWDU\�LQYDVLRQ�
LV�QRW�D�KDUELQJHU�RI�D�VWDEOH�GHPRF-
UDF\��EXW�LQYLWHV�GHVSHUDWHO\�YLROHQW�
SROLFLHV� SUHGLFDWHG� RQ�ZLQQLQJ�� UH-
JDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�FRVW�
1RQHWKHOHVV�� WKDW�YHU\�DGPLVVLRQ�

FDPH� IURP� IRUPHU� 8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV�
6HFUHWDU\�*HQHUDO��.R¿�$QQDQ��ZKR��

E\� YLUWXH� RI� KLV� SUHYLRXV� SRVLWLRQ�
VKRXOG�LQGHHG�EH�DEOH�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�
OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�86�ZDU�RQ�,UDT�DQG�
WKH� FXUUHQW� XSKHDYDO�� $OWKRXJK� KH�
ULJKWO\� EODPHG� UHJLRQDO� SRZHUV� IRU�
H[DVSHUDWLQJ�WKH�FRQÀLFW��KH�ODLG�WKH�
blame where it surely belongs: The 
,UDT�ZDU�� LQYDVLRQ�DQG� WKH�ZD\� WKH�
RFFXSDWLRQ�ZDV�KDQGOHG�DIWHUZDUGV��
³,� ZDV� DJDLQVW� WKLV� LQYDVLRQ� DQG�
P\� IHDUV� KDYH� EHHQ� IRXQGHG�� 7KH�
EUHDN�XS�RI�WKH�,UDTL�IRUFHV�SRXUHG�
KXQGUHGV� LI� QRW� WKRXVDQGV� RI� GLV-
JUXQWOHG�VROGLHUV�DQG�SROLFH�ṘFHUV�
RQWR�WKH�VWUHHWV�´�KH�VDLG��7KDW�ZDV�
LQGHHG� WKH� EDFNERQH� RI� WKH� LQLWLDO�
KRPH�JURZQ� UHVLVWDQFH� LQ� ,UDT��
ZKLFK�IRUFHG�WKH�86�WR�VKLIW�VWUDWHJ\�
E\� LJQLWLQJ� WKH� SRZGHU� NHJ� RI� VHF-
tarianism. The hope then was that 
WKH� ³GLVJUXQWOHG� VROGLHUV´� RI� ,UDTL�
UHVLVWDQFH�ZRXOG�EH�FRQVXPHG� LQ�D�
FLYLO� ZDU� LQIHUQR� LQYROYLQJ� 6XQQL�
EDVHG�UHVLVWDQFH�DJDLQVW�6KLD�EDVHG�
PLOLWLDV�� WKHPVHOYHV�ZRUNLQJ� IRU� RU�
DOOLHG�ZLWK�WKH�86�DQG�86�LPSRVHG�
6KLD�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�%DJKGDG�
³7KH� DLP� RI� FUHDWLQJ� GHPRFUDF\�

ZLWKRXW� WKH� H[LVWLQJ� LQVWLWXWLRQV�
XVKHUHG� LQ� FRUUXSW� VHFWDULDQ� JRY-
HUQPHQWV�´�$QQDQ�VDLG��)RU�$QQDQ��
WKH�ZDU�DQG�LQYDVLRQ�FRPH�¿UVW��IRO-
ORZHG�E\�WKH�VHFWDULDQ�PLVPDQDJH-
PHQW�RI�,UDT��DOVR�E\�WKH�$PHULFDQV��
DQ� DGPLVVLRQ� WKDW� LV� UDUHO\� HFKRHG�
E\�86�ṘFLDOV�DQG�PHGLD�DV�GHPRQ-
VWUDWHG� E\� WKH� REVWLQDWHO\� GH¿FLHQW�

PHGLD�FRYHUDJH�
2QH�LV�UDUHO\�SURSRVLQJ�WR�LJQRUH�

H[LVWLQJ� IDXOW� OLQHV� LQ�0LGGOH� (DVW-
HUQ�VRFLHWLHV��VWDQGLQJ�VHFWDULDQLVP��
IXQGDPHQWDOLVP�� EUHZLQJ�� XQUH-
VROYHG� FRQÀLFWV�� DQG� RI� FRXUVH� WKH�
PRQVWHU� RI� DXWKRULWDULDQLVP� DQG�
FRUUXSWLRQ��1RQH� RI� WKLV� VKRXOG� EH�
XQKHHGHG�� LI� LQGHHG� D� SHDFHIXO� IX-
WXUH� LV�WR�EH�PDGH�SRVVLEOH��2Q�WKH�
RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�GHV-
SHUDWHO\� VHHNV� HYHU\� SRVVLEOH� SUH-
WHQVH²IURP�EODPLQJ�,VODP�DQG�EH-
OLHYHUV� RI� VRPH� VWUDQJH� DSRFDO\SVH�
WR�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�EXW�WKH�86�DQG�LWV�
DOOLHV²LV�D�SRRU�DWWHPSW�DW�HVFDSLQJ�
D�KHDY\�PRUDO��EXW�DOVR�SROLWLFDO�UH-
sponsibility.
7KH�GDQJHU�RI� WKDW�DUJXPHQW� OLHV�

LQ� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� LWV�SURPRWHUV�GRQ¶W�
PLQG� VHHLQJ� \HW� DQRWKHU� ZDU�� OLNH�
WKH� RQH� WKDW� ZDV� YLVLWHG� XSRQ� WKH�
0LGGOH�(DVW�D�GHFDGH�RU�VR�DJR��WKH�
RQH� WKDW� ZURXJKW� $O�4DHGD� WR� WKH�
UHJLRQ��DQG�RUFKHVWUDWHG�WKH�ULVH�RI�
,6��DQG�WKH�EORRGEDWK�WKDW�IROORZHG�
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T KH� UHVLJQDWLRQ� RI� <HPHQ¶V�
JRYHUQPHQW� LQ� ODWH� -DQX-
DU\� ������ DQG� 3UHVLGHQW�
$EGX� 5DEX� 0DQVRXU� +DGL�
DQG�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�.KDOHG�

%DKDK� �ERWK� IURP� WKH� VRXWK��� DV� ZHOO�
DV� &DELQHW� PHPEHUV�� KRXVH� DUUHVW� E\�
QRUWKHUQ� +RXWKL� UHEHO� IRUFHV�� KDV� OHG�
WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� DQG� VHYHUDO� RWKHU�
countries to close their embassies in 
WKH� FDSLWDO� 6DQD¶D��2Q�)HE�� ���� WKH�81�
6HFXULW\� &RXQFLO� XQDQLPRXVO\� DGRSWHG�
D� UHVROXWLRQ� GHPDQGLQJ� WKDW� +RXWKL�
IRUFHV� ³LPPHGLDWHO\� DQG� XQFRQGLWLRQ-
DOO\´� UHOLQTXLVK� FRQWURO� RI� JRYHUQPHQW�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�UHOHDVH� WKH� SUHVLGHQW�
DQG� RWKHU� JRYHUQPHQW� ṘFLDOV�� 1HDUO\�
D�ZHHN� ODWHU�� RQ� )HE�� ����+DGL� DQG� KLV�
IDPLO\� PDQDJHG� WR� ÀHH� 6DQD¶D� WR� WKH�
VRXWKHUQ� SRUW� FLW\� RI� $GHQ�� ZKHUH� KH�
UHFODLPHG�KLV�SRVW�DV�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�GH-
QRXQFHG�WKH�³+RXWKL�FRXS�´
7KHVH�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�<HPHQ�SRVH�D�

serious threat to hopes for political sta-
ELOLW\�LQVLGH�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�LQ�WKH�ZLGHU�
region, but not for the reasons popularly 
DVVXPHG��7KH�UHFHQW�WXUPRLO�VKRXOG�QRW�
EH� XQGHUVWRRG� DV� DQ� ,UDQLDQ�EDFNHG�
FRXS�RU�SDUW�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH¶V�VSUHDG�
LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��7KHVH�DUH�EURDGHU�QDUUD-
WLYHV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�WKDW�KDYH�OLWWOH�
WR�GR�ZLWK�<HPHQL�UHDOLWLHV��7KH�+RXWKL�
PRYHPHQW¶V�DFWLRQV�IROORZ�D�IDPLOLDU�G\-
namic in Yemeni politics, which closely 
PDWFKHV� WKRVH� GHVFULEHG� LQ� P\� �����
ERRN�� ³5HJLRQDOLVP� DQG� 5HEHOOLRQ� LQ�
<HPHQ�´
<HPHQ� LV� D� SRRU�� LQWHUQDOO\� GLYLGHG�

FRXQWU\��ZKHUH� LQÀXHQWLDO� OHDGHUV� IURP�
GL̆HUHQW�UHJLRQV�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��PDLQO\��
EXW�QRW�HQWLUHO\��WULEDO��KDYH�ORQJ�FRP-
SHWHG� IRU� FRQWURO�RI� VFDUFH�YDOXDEOH� UH-
VRXUFHV� OLNH� RLO� DQG� JDV�� VHDSRUWV� DQG�
VWDWH�UHYHQXH�GUDZQ�IURP�RWKHU�VRXUFHV��
/RFDO�SRZHU�EURNHUV�KDYH�ORQJ�FRQWHVW-
HG�FRQWURO�RYHU�UHVRXUFHV�ZLWKLQ�D�QRPL-
QDOO\�XQL¿HG�VWDWH��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�IRUPDO�
XQL¿FDWLRQ� RI�<HPHQ� LQ� ������PXOWLSOH�
UHJLRQDO� GLYLVLRQV� XQGHUPLQHG� LWV� QD-
WLRQDO�XQLW\��7KXV�WKH�FULVHV�WRGD\�UHÀHFW�
SUREOHPV� WKDW� SUHGDWH� FRQWHPSRUDU\�
FRQFHUQV� DERXW� $O�4DHGD�� WKH� ,VODPLF�
6WDWH� DQG� H[SDQGLQJ� ,UDQLDQ� LQÀXHQFH��
$IWHU�DOO��+DGL� LV�QRW� WKH�¿UVW� VRXWKHUQ�
OHDGHU�WR�ÀHH�6DQD¶D�IRU�UHODWLYH�VDIHW\�LQ�
$GHQ��,Q�ODWH�������WKHQ�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�

$OL�6DOLP�$O�%HLGK�GLG�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�
VKRUWO\�EHIRUH�WKH�QH[W�\HDU¶V�FLYLO�ZDU�
7KH�FXUUHQW�FULVLV�LV�RQFH�DJDLQ�URRWHG�

in contestation of the balance between 
PXOWLSOH� ORFDO� DQG� UHJLRQDO� SRZHUV��
The primary reason for the recent po-
OLWLFDO�FROODSVH�LQ�6DQD¶D�ZDV�QRW�,UDQLDQ�
JUDQG� DPELWLRQ�� EXW� UDWKHU� WKH�+RXWKL�
OHDGHUVKLS¶V� UHMHFWLRQ� RI� D� QHZ� GUDIW�
FRQVWLWXWLRQ� GHULYHG� IURP� RXWFRPHV� RI�
D� \HDU�ORQJ� 1DWLRQDO� 'LDORJXH� &RQIHU-
HQFH� �1'&��� 7KH� 1'&�� VSRQVRUHG� E\�
WKH� 8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG�
������UHFRPPHQGHG�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�D�
VL[�UHJLRQ�IHGHUDO�VWDWH� LQ�RUGHU� WR�EHW-
WHU�PDQDJH�<HPHQ¶V�FRPSOH[�GLYLVLRQV��
6LPLODU�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�ZHUH�SXW�IRU-
ZDUG� GXULQJ� QDWLRQDO� GLDORJXH� FRQIHU-
HQFHV�EHIRUH�WKH������FLYLO�ZDU��ZKHQ�D�
IHGHUDO�VW\OH� GHYROXWLRQ� RI� SRZHU� PD\�
KDYH�DYRLGHG�FRQÀLFW�
7KH� UHFHQWO\� SURSRVHG� IHGHUDO� VWDWH�

VROXWLRQ� WKUHDWHQHG� WKH� +RXWKLV¶� FRUH�
interests for reasons that are familiar. 
In Yemen, the core problem has always 
been that powerful tribal groups in the 
KLJKODQG� PRXQWDLQV� DURXQG� 6DQD¶D�
KDYH� IHZ� HFRQRPLF� UHVRXUFHV� DW� KRPH��
VR� WKH\� VHHN� WR� FRQWURO� UHODWLYHO\� YDOX-
able resources in outlying regions. This 
LV�WUXH�RI�+RXWKL�OHDGHUV�DQG�WKHLU�WULEDO�
VXSSRUWHUV� WRGD\�� MXVW� DV� LW�ZDV� WUXH�RI�
IRUPHU�3UHVLGHQW�$OL�$EGXOODK�6DOHK�DQG�
KLV�WULEDO�VXSSRUWHUV�LQ�WKH�����V��7KDW�
PD\�KHOS�WR�H[SODLQ�ZK\�+RXWKL�OHDGHUV�
KDYH� UHSRUWHGO\� EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ� LQ� FRRU-
GLQDWLRQ� ZLWK� 6DOHK� WR� DGYDQFH� VKDUHG�
LQWHUHVWV�DJDLQVW�LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�RWKHU�
UHJLRQV� OLNH�+DGL�� ZKR� FRPHV� IURP� DQ�
DUHD�HDVW�RI�$GHQ�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�SURY-
LQFH�RI�$E\DQ��+RXWKL�OHDGHUV�DQG�6DOHK�
IHDU� EHLQJ� UHVWULFWHG� LQVLGH� WKH� 1'&�
GHVLJQDWHG� UHJLRQ� ³$O�$]DO�´� ZKLFK� LQ-
FOXGHV�6DQD¶D��EXW�LV�ODQG�ORFNHG��ZKLOH�
EHLQJ� VXUURXQGHG� E\� ³7LKDPD´� UHJLRQ�
DQG� LWV�5HG�6HD�SRUWV� WR� WKH�ZHVW�� ³$O�
6DED´� UHJLRQ� DQG� RLO�ULFK�0DULE� LQ� WKH�
LQWHULRU� GHVHUW� WR� WKH� HDVW�� ³$O�-DQDG´�
DQG�³$GHQ´�UHJLRQV�ZLWK�PRUH�SURVSHU-
RXV�DJULFXOWXUDO�DQG�LQGXVWULDO� ODQGV�WR�
WKH� VRXWK�� DQG� WKH� .LQJGRP� RI� 6DXGL�
$UDELD�WR�WKH�QRUWK��,W�LV�DQ�RSHQ�TXHV-
WLRQ� LI� WKH� +RXWKL� DOOLDQFH� ZLWK� 6DOHK�
ZLOO� RXWODVW� WKH� FRPLQJ� \HDU�� MXVW� DV� LW�
is unclear how many outlying regions 
�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�UHVRXUFH�ULFK�HDVWHUQ�UH-
JLRQ� RI� ³+DGUDPRXW´�� RQH� RU� ERWK�ZLOO�
control.
7KH� +RXWKL� VHL]XUH� RI� SRZHU� KDV� D�

PXFK�ORQJHU�KLVWRU\�WKDQ�LV�UHFRJQL]HG�

E\� QDUUDWLYHV� WKDW� GHSHQG� RQ� WKH� VR�
FDOOHG�$UDE�6SULQJ�RU�RQ�,UDQLDQ�JUDQG�
DPELWLRQV��6LQFH�������<HPHQ¶V�SROLWLFDO�
WUDQVLWLRQ� KDV� W\SLFDOO\� EHHQ� YLHZHG� DV�
SDUW�RI�WKH�UHEHOOLRQV�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�³$UDE�
6SULQJ�´� EHJLQQLQJ� LQ� 7XQLVLD�� WKHQ�
(J\SW�DQG� ODWHU�/LE\D��%DKUDLQ��<HPHQ�
DQG� 6\ULD�� <HW� DPRQJ� WKHVH� VL[� ³$UDE�
6SULQJ´�VWDWHV��<HPHQ�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�RQH�
FRQVLGHUHG�D�³IDLOHG�VWDWH´�SULRU�WR�������
7KH�SRVVLEOH�RYHUWKURZ�RI� ROG� VFOHURWLF�
UHJLPHV� PD\� KDYH� FRPH� DV� JUHDW� VXU-
prise elsewhere, but in Yemen it was 
IXOO\�H[SHFWHG�DV�HDUO\�DV�������%\�WKLV�
WLPH��+RXWKL�¿JKWHUV�KDG�DOUHDG\�ZDJHG�
¿YH� \HDUV� RI� DUPHG� UHEHOOLRQ� QRUWK� RI�
6DQD¶D��ZKLOH�KXQGUHGV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�
VRXWKHUQ� VWUHHW� GHPRQVWUDWRUV� NQRZQ�
DV� ³+LUDN´� >WKH� 6RXWKHUQ� 0RYHPHQW@�
KDG� HQJDJHG� LQ� GDLO\� SHDFHIXO� SURWHVWV�
for more than two years. Prior to the 
$UDE�6SULQJ�LQ�-DQXDU\�������WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV��%ULWDLQ�� 6DXGL�$UDELD� DQG�RWKHU�
:HVWHUQ�DQG�UHJLRQDO� VWDWHV� IRUPHG�DQ�
DVVRFLDWLRQ� FDOOHG� ³7KH� )ULHQGV� RI� <H-
PHQ´�WR�JXLGH�<HPHQ�WKURXJK�YHU\�WURX-
EOHG�ZDWHUV��:KLOH� WKH�DJHQGD�VWHHULQJ�
<HPHQ¶V� FXUUHQW� WUDQVLWLRQ� RULJLQDWHG�
LQ�������NQRZQ�DV�WKH�*XOI�&RRSHUDWLRQ�
&RXQFLO�,QLWLDWLYH���WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�SURE-
OHPV�LW�DGGUHVVHV�VWUHWFK�DV�IDU�EDFN�DV�
������ZKHQ�<HPHQLV�JUDSSOHG�ZLWK� WKH�
SUHVHQFH� RI�PXOWLSOH� UHJLRQDO� GLYLVLRQV�
GXULQJ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�XQL¿FDWLRQ�SURFHVV�
,W� LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�GLVSHO�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�

WKH� +RXWKL� UHEHO� PRYHPHQW� LV� DQ� ,UD-
QLDQ�SUR[\��DLPLQJ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�³UXOH�RI�
WKH�$\DWROODKV´�RQ�WKH�WLS�RI�WKH�$UDELDQ�
SHQLQVXOD� ZKLOH� H[WHQGLQJ� WKH� ³6KLD�
FUHVFHQW´�DORQJ�6DXGL�$UDELD¶V�VRXWKHUQ�
ERUGHU��,UDQ�PD\�SURYLGH�IXQGLQJ��HFR-
QRPLF�DQG�PLOLWDU\�VXSSOLHV��DGYLFH�DQG�
WUDLQLQJ�WR�+RXWKL�OHDGHUV��ZKR�KDYH�DG-
RSWHG�VRPH�VORJDQV�RI�,UDQ¶V�UHYROXWLRQ��
<HW� <HPHQL� 6KLDV� DUH� QRW� WKH� 7ZHOYHU�
6KLDV� FORVHVW� WR� ,UDQ� LQ� VRXWKHUQ� ,UDT��
6\ULD�DQG�/HEDQRQ��5DWKHU�WKH\�DUH�)LY-
HU��=D\GL��6KLDV��ZKR�GL̆HU�IURP�QRUWK-
HUQ� 6KLD� LQ� VLJQL¿FDQW� ZD\V²QRW� WKH�
OHDVW�RI�ZKLFK�LV�WKDW�=D\GL�GR�QRW�RZQ�
D� KLVWRU\� RI� DQLPRVLW\� WRZDUG� 6XQQLV��
7KXV��LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��WKH�+RXWKL�SROLWLFDO�
organization, Ansar Allah, is unlikely to 
UHVHPEOH� +H]EROODK� RI� /HEDQRQ�� ¿JKW-
ing battles on behalf of sectarian inter-
ests in neighboring countries. There is 
D� SRVVLELOLW\� WKDW�� LI� WKH�+RXWKLV� UHWDLQ�
SRZHU� LQ�6DQD¶D� DQG�XVH�PLOLWDU\� IRUFH�
LQ�FRPLQJ�PRQWKV�WR�H[SDQG�WKHLU�FRQ-
WURO�� WKHQ� WKH� UHVXOWLQJ� FRQÀLFWV� FRXOG�

UDGLFDOO\�FKDQJH�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�VHFWDU-
ian relations in Yemen. This has not yet 
KDSSHQHG�� DQG� LW� LV� IDU� IURP� LQHYLWDEOH�
EHFDXVH�<HPHQL� WULEHV�KDYH�VWURQJ�WUD-
GLWLRQV�RI� FRQÀLFW� UHVROXWLRQ��<HW� HYHU\�
H̆RUW�VKRXOG�EH�PDGH�WR�DYRLG�IRPHQW-
LQJ� WKH� VHFWDULDQLVP� VHHQ� LQ� ,UDT� DQG�
Syria.
,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WULEDO� SHDFH�NHHSLQJ�

WUDGLWLRQV�� DQRWKHU� IDFWRU� OLPLWLQJ�
WKH� VSUHDG� RI� VHFWDULDQ� FRQÀLFW� LV� WKDW�
+RXWKLV�DUH�RQH�RI�PDQ\�UHJLRQDO�DFWRUV�
trying to secure their interests within 
<HPHQ¶V�GHFHQWUDOL]HG�V\VWHP��$V�D� UH-
VXOW�� +RXWKL� OHDGHUV� PXVW� EH� ZDU\� RI�
XSVHWWLQJ� FRPSOH[� UHJLRQDO� EDODQFHV�
LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\�� DQG� SRVVLEO\� EHFRPLQJ�
RYHUH[WHQGHG�� LI� WKH\� SXUVXH� PLOLWDU\�
operations far from their home base 
LQ� WKH� PRXQWDLQV�� DQG� HQG� XS� ¿JKW-
ing more than one enemy at a time. 
The greatest regional opposition to the 
+RXWKL� LV� VRXWKHUQ�+LUDN�� ZKLFK� VLQFH�
����� KDV� VRXJKW� D� UHWXUQ� RI� VRXWKHUQ�
LQGHSHQGHQFH�� +LUDN� UHPDLQV� GLYLGHG�
ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�OHDGHUV��\HW�WKH�PRYHPHQW�
KDV� EHHQ� VWUHQJWKHQHG� E\� WKH� +RXWKL�
VHL]XUH� RI� SRZHU� LQ� 6DQD¶D� DQG� +DGL¶V�
HVFDSH� WR� $GHQ�� 7KH� ODWWHU� DSSHDUV� WR�
FRQ¿UP�+LUDN¶V� SRVLWLRQ� WKDW� VRXWKHUQ�
LQWHUHVWV�DUH�EHVW�VHUYHG�E\�EUHDNLQJ�WLHV�
ZLWK�6DQD¶D��)RU�+RXWKL�OHDGHUV��WKHUH�LV�
D�ULVN�WKDW� WKHLU�DFWLRQV� LQ������ZLOO�EH�
EODPHG�IRU�WKH�IDLOXUH�RI�<HPHQL�XQLW\��
0RUHRYHU�� WKH� +RXWKLV� FDQ� QRW� D̆RUG�
to lose access to energy resources in the 
VRXWK��ZKLFK�KROG�WKH�PRVW�SURPLVH�IRU�
<HPHQ¶V�IXWXUH�HFRQRP\�
7RGD\¶V� FULVLV� UHÀHFWV� WKH� VDPH� XQ-

VROYHG�SUREOHPV�RI� WKH�SDVW� DQG� LV�XQ-
OLNHO\� WR� EH� UHVROYHG� WKURXJK� SROLFLHV�
WKDW�GHI\�WKRVH�ORQJ�HVWDEOLVKHG�G\QDP-
LFV��7KRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV�RI�<HPHQL�KLVWR-
U\�WHOO�RI�PXOWLSOH�ORFDO�DXWKRULWLHV�JRY-
HUQLQJ�GL̆HUHQW�UHJLRQV�RI� WKH�FRXQWU\��
8QWLO� QRZ�� +DGL� KDV� IDYRUHG� WKH� 1'&�
VL[�UHJLRQ� IHGHUDO� SODQ� DV� WKH� EHVW�ZD\�
WR�PRYH�WKH�FRXQWU\�IRUZDUG��%HIRUH�KH�
DQG�RWKHU�VRXWKHUQ�OHDGHUV�FKDQJH�WKHLU�
PLQGV��+RXWKL�OHDGHUV�ZRXOG�EH�ZLVH�WR�
HPEUDFH�VRPH�IRUP�RI�IHGHUDOLVP�LQ�<H-
men.
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Obama’s admission not enough:

uS spin on Middle East violence must change

What’s behind Yemen’s recent political turmoil
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Our heartfelt condolences on the sudden 

demise of  our beloved Managing Director

Mr. Besher Abdul Hak

On February 25th, 2015

We pray to the Almighty Allah to give strength 

to his family and relatives in overcoming their 

irreplaceable loss.

May his soul rest blissfully in 

the garden of  abode.

Extending deep and profound sympathy
from the Management and Employees of

 Sana’a Beverage & Industrial Co Ltd, Sana’a
 Aden Beverages & Industrial Co Ltd, Lahj, Aden
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By Ula Khaled

T hursday, February  19, 
2015- a training pro-
gram for 105 midwives 
and 32 doctors was con-
cluded. During the peri-

od of August 30, 2014 - January 29, 
������ ZLWK� WHFKQLFDO� DQG� ¿QDQFLDO�
support from Yamaan Foundation 
for Health & Social Development 
(the German Government Support 
through the German Development 
Bank –KfW), Al-Wahda Institute 
for Medical Sciences in Sana›a or-
ganized a training program for mid-
wives and doctors in 9 governorates.
7KH� SURJUDP� ODVWHG� IRU� ¿YH�

months and included 12 days course 
for each governorate. This compe-
tency-based training aimed to pro-
vide participants with knowledge, 

experience, and technical skills on 
how to provide counselling, use 
family planning methods (including 
IUD insertion and removal), and on 
infection prevention.

Dr. Abdulkarim Alarashi, Gen-
HUDO� 'LUHFWRU� RI� WKH� +HDOWK� 2̇FH�
in Sana’a Capital, highlighted the 
urgent need for improving fam-
ily planning health services, “such 
training programs are essential to 
provide high quality service to wom-
HQ�HVSHFLDOO\� WR� WKRVH�ZKR�¿QG�GLI-
¿FXOW\� UHDFKLQJ� WKHVH� VHUYLFHV´� KH�
explained. Additionally, he praised 
WKH� FROODERUDWLYH� H̆RUWV� RI� <DPDDQ�
Foundation with Al-Wahda Institute 
and all partners for implementing 
the training program. He also ex-
pressed his appreciation to the Ger-
man Government Support through 
KfW for improving family planning 
and reproductive health of Yemeni 

people.
Dr. Majed Alsharjabi, Social Mar-

keting Project Director at Yamaan 
Foundation, emphasized on par-
ticipants’ responsibility to apply the 
knowledge and skills they gained 
during the training in order to en-
sure high quality services, stressing 
on the role they play in saving wom-
HQ¶V� OLYHV�� +H� DOVR� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW�
Yamaan Foundation will continue 
supporting them and will never stop 
serving the community, “During 
these crucial times, it’s our duty to 
stand and serve our community, Ya-
maan will always continue its work 
LQ� IXO¿OOLQJ� WKH�QHHG�RI� WKH�<HPHQL�
3HRSOH´�KH�H[SUHVVHG�

At the end of the ceremony, par-
WLFLSDQWV�ZHUH�KRQRUHG�ZLWK�FHUWL¿-
cates for completion the course and 
given a complete midwifery kit in-
cluding IUD instruments.

Graduating Ceremony of 105 
Midwives and 32 Female Doctors in 
Family Planning Training Course

*HQHUDO� 'LUHFWRU� RI� WKH� +HDOWK� 2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D� &DSLWDO�� 'U��
Abdulkarim Alarashi together with Yamaan Foundation honoring 
midwives 

6LGH�IURP�WKH�DXGLHQFH

Bassam Al-Khameri

A lthough Yemen 
KDV�FORVH�WR�¿YH�PLO-
lion date palms of its 
own, over a million 
tons of dates were 

imported into the country last 
year. There are fears that greater 
reliance may be placed on imports 
as farmers struggle to contain the 
red palm weevil, a pest that has 
decimated plantations throughout 
the world and threatens the liveli-
hoods of hundreds of thousands of 
Yemenis. 
2QFH� FRQ¿QHG� WR� WURSLFDO� $VLD��

the red palm weevil found its way 
to the Middle East in the 1980s be-
fore moving on to parts of Africa 
and Southern Europe. Spread over 
long distances by the movement of 
infested planting material, the pest 
has been reported in about half of 
date-palm growing countries, and 
the beetle is known to attack 17 
palm species worldwide.
,WV�¿UVW�DSSHDUDQFH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�

was in Saudi Arabia in 1987, and by 
1992 the beetle had infested crops 
in Egypt—the world’s largest date 
producer—before arriving in Oman 
in 1993, and Bahrain in 1996.  
<HPHQ¶V�¿UVW�UHG�SDOP�ZHHYLO�LQ-

festation was reported on May 26, 
2013, during a visit by members 
of the Agricultural Research Cen-
ter of Hadramout to a farm in the 
governorate’s Al-Qatan district. 
Researchers from Seyoun city vis-
ited the farm in central Hadramout 
following a report from its owner, 
Sheikh Abdullah Omar Al-Jaru. 

Dr. Abdullah Salem Alwan, the 
then general director of the re-
VHDUFK�FHQWHU�LQ�6H\RXQ��FRQ¿UPHG�
the infestation but was unable to 
determine its origins. The United 
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and 
Oman are all hosts to the pest, 

ZKLFK�LV�NQRZQ�WR�À\�XS�WR�WZR�NL-
lometers at once. It is most likely, 
concluded Alwan, that the beetle or 
its eggs were transported together 
with planting materials imported 
from abroad. 

Drawn to palms younger than 
twenty years, whose bark is easier 
to penetrate, the red palm weevil 
usually proves deadly unless de-
tected early on. The beetle attacks 
the tree by feeding on its juices and 
releasing a honey-like substance, 
which in the most severe cases can 
be seen covering the tree’s exterior.

Adult females feed on the tree 
EHIRUH�OD\LQJ�EHWZHHQ�WZR�DQG�¿YH�
hundred eggs in the crown of the 
palm, at the base of its leaves, or 
in open lesions. Tunneling through 
the tree for around a month after 
hatching, larvae grow up to seven 
centimeters in length before leav-
ing the tree and forming cocoons at 
its base. 

In highly infested trees, sounds 
from larvae burrowing and chew-
ing through the bark can be heard 
when placing one’s ear to the trunk. 
This has inspired more sophis-
ticated techniques of detection, 
such as using sensitive listening 
devices capable of picking up the 
faint sounds earlier on. In 2008, 
authorities in Abu Dhabi began 
experimenting with dogs trained 
WR�VQL̆�RXW�WKH�UHG�SDOP�ZHHYLO�EH-
fore it has a chance to spread, with 
claims that the German Shepherds 
XVHG�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�VQL̆�RXW�WKH�SHVW�
from up to 100 meters away. 

Infected palm trees can usually 
be saved if treated early on through 
the use of insecticides. Trees are 
monitored following treatment 
with the use of traps baited with 
pheromones or plant-derived 
chemicals that attract the weevils 
and lure them from the tree.

Treatment works in the early 

stages of infestation, but preventa-
tive measures are more important 
if the spread of weevils is to be 
contained. Following its discovery 
in 2013, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Minis-
try of Finance provided YR60 mil-
lion ($280,000) toward training 
and technology in an attempt to 
prevent its spread to other farms 
within Yemen.

As of yet, the weevil has not been 
reported outside of central Hadra-
mout, but authorities remain con-
cerned and have begun working 
with the Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO) to address the 
issue, which has funded a compre-
hensive training and eradication 
program.

Started in October 2014, the 
training program “will promote 
the application of integrated con-
trol mechanisms targeting date 
palm growers and nurseries, plant 
protection professionals and tech-
QLFLDQV�´�DFFRUGLQJ� WR�(WLHQQH�3H-
terschmitt, Deputy FAO represen-
tative in Yemen.

Dr. Mohammad Sallam, the FAO 
Representative Assistant in Ye-
men, says collaboration is crucial 
given Yemen’s lack of resources, 
which explains why action has not 
been taken until so recently.

“The organization does not per-
form any tasks unless it receives a 
formal request from the relevant 
authorities. The state created a 
program to combat the weevil in 
May of 2013 but there were some 
activities that were not performed 
and so we were contacted to imple-
PHQW� WKLV� WUDLQLQJ� SURJUDP�´� VDLG�
Sallam. 

The FAO has committed itself 
to providing the equipment and 
technology needed for eradication, 
including pesticides, spraying ma-
chines, pheromone traps and the 

OLNH�� ZKLOH� R̆HULQJ� WUDLQLQJ� VHPL-
nars as well. Although the weevil 
has not been reported outside of 
central Hadramout, Sallam says 
the program is being extended to 
other governorates as a pre-emp-
tive measure. 

Training began with a three-day 
workshop for 27 agricultural en-
gineers, where participants were 
taught preventative techniques 
and trained to use GPS (satellite 
navigation) systems for predicting 
and monitoring the spread of wee-
vil infestations, according to Musa 
Al-Aidaroos, the national consul-

tant of the FAO project on the Red 
Palm Weevil Control in Yemen. 

The course was then extended 
to farmers and others invested in 
date agriculture throughout the 
country, with 423 participants in 
all, he added. FAO Representative 
$VVLVWDQW� 6DOODP� LV� FRQ¿GHQW� WKH�
project “will contribute to main-
taining agricultural output, en-
hance food security and livelihoods 
LQ�UXUDO�<HPHQ�´
7KHUH�DUH�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�¿YH�PLO-

lion date palm trees in Yemen, 
found mostly in the governorates 
of Hadramout and Hodeida, but 

also in Shabwa, Al-Mahra, Al-
Jawf, Aden and Abyan. With local 
harvests of just 75,000 tons per 
year, most dates sold in Yemen ar-
rive from Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, and elsewhere, 
says Mohammad Al-Hallani, direc-
tor of operations at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade. 

Nonetheless, domestic produc-
tion provides income for some 
225,000 Yemenis and their fami-
lies, most of whom live in Hadra-
mout, where 40 percent of farmed 
palm trees are located, according 
to Al-Hallani.

3HVW�WKUHDWHQV�<HPHQ¶V�IUDJLOH�GDWH�LQGXVWU\

The red palm weevil has only been reported in Hadramout gov-

ernorate, but that is where 40 percent of farmed palm trees 

are located. An extensive training and eradication program is 

currently underway in an effort to prevent the pest’s spread to 

other areas of Yemen.
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�   �àîñĎŌļĿí�àŏčíŎģ
� � �ŉîŔńĿí�àŏčíŎģ
�¢¢ �ŊģĎĘĿí�àŏčíŎģ
��¡ �õîŃŜĬøēří
�¢� �àîĴģří
�¢� �	čōĎńĿí
�ùĉíŎă
��/��� ��/  �ŊŔŀćíĊĿí�ŅŎìĘĿí
��/������/  �ŊŔÿčîĈĿí�ŅŎìĘĿí
��/��� ��/� �óĎĀŌĿí
��/������/� �ŅŎœĐĴŀøĿí
��/������/� �Ďńăśí�ðŔŀĜĿí
��/� ���� �ôīíċří

الوزارات
��/�¢����  ôœčŎŌńĀĿí�ôēîëč
��/�¢�¡�� �àíčďŎĿí�ôēîëč
��/������ �ĵĎĤĿíō�ôŃîĬĿí�Ľîİėśí�óčíďō
��/� ���¢ �ĉîėčśíō�ıîķōśí�óčíďō
��/������ ���ŒńŀĬĿí�úĄòĿíō�ŒĿîĬĿí�łŔŀĬøĿí�óčíďō
��/��¡�¡� �ôŔļńĔĿí�óōĎüĿí�óčíďō
��/� ���� �ôĳîĸüĿí�óčíďō
��/�¢�� ¢ �õîňŔŃîøĿíō�ôŔŇĊńĿí�ôŃĊĈĿí�óčíďō
��/� ���� �ĩîĳĊĿí�óčíďō
��/�¡�¢�� �őĎĿíō�ôīíčĐĿí�óčíďō
��/���¡�¢ �ľńĬĿíō�ôŔīîńøÿśí�ŅŎìĘĿí�óčíďō
��/������ �ôŔŇŎŇîĸĿí�ŅŎìĘĿí�óčíďō
��/������ �ŅîļĔĿíō�ôŃîĬĿí�ôĄĜĿí�óčíďō
��/� �¢�� �ôğîœĎĿíō�ïîòĘĿí�óčíďō
��/������ ���óčîĀøĿíō�ôīîňĜĿí�óčíďō
��/������ �ĽĊĬĿí�óčíďō
��/������ �ôăîŔĔĿí�óčíďō
��/������ �ņŔñĎøİńĿí�óčíďō
��/�����¢/�� �ŅĉîĬńĿíō�ĢĴňĿí�óčíďō
��/�¡¢�   �ôŔŀćíĊĿí�ŅŎìė�óčíďō
��/���¢�� �ľĸňĿí�óčíďō
��/���¡�� �ŅîĔŇśí�ĵŎĸă�óčíďō
��/������ �õîŃŎŀĬńĿí�ôŔňĸ÷ō�õśîĜ÷śí�óčíďō
��/�� ��� �ôŔŀĄńĿí�óčíĉśí�óčíďō
��/� ���¡ �ŁŜīśí�óčíďō
��/������ �ŒĿōĊĿí�ŅōîĬøĿíō�ĢŔĤĈøĿí�óčíďō
��/��� �� �łŔŀĬøĿíō�ôŔñĎøĿí�óčíďō
��/�� ¢�� �ôŔÿčîĈĿí�óčíďō

��/��� �� �ôŔŀćíĊĿí�óčíďō
��/������ �ôŔĿîńĿí�óčíďō

 ��/������  �õŜěíŎńĿí�óčíďō
��/��¡�¡¢ �ôìŔòĿíō�ŉîŔńĿí�óčíďō

      ��/����¢� �àîñĎŌļĿí�óčíďō

البنوك
��/ ���¡�� �þŔŀĈĿíō�ņńŔĿí�ĺňñ
��/���¡����ı �
��/ � ��� /¡/¢�ŅĊī�������������������������������������������������

  ��/ �� ¡����ı �
 ��/ ���� ���ı �ŒŃŜēří�ņŃîĠøĿí�ĺňñ
��/ �  ���  őčîĀøĿí�ĺňòĿí
��/�  �¢���ı ���

ŒñĎİĿí�ņŔøĔĿí���ľŃîĘĿí�ņœĎĄòĿí�ņńŔĿí�ıĎĜŃ
  ��/��¡�����  
��/�� ��� ���ŒĿōĊĿí�ņńŔĿí�ĺňñ
��/� ��¡�/� ���ŒñĎĬĿí�ĺňòĿí
��/���¡�� �ŒīíčĐĿí�ĲŔŀĔøĿí�ĺňñ

 ��/ � ���� �őĐĻĎńĿí�ĺňòĿí
��/��¢ �� �ľŃśí�ĺňñ
��/�� ��� �ŒĿōĊĿí�őĎĤĸĿí�ĺňòĿí
��/� ���� �ĎŔńĬøĿíō�àîĘŇŜĿ�ŒňńŔĿí�ĺňñ
��/�¡���� �ŒŃŜēśí�îòē�ĺňñ
��/� �� � �ŅŎŔĿîĻ�ĺňñ
��/�� ��� �ĊøŔńĿ�ĺňñ�ĊøœîŇŎœ
��/��¡¢�� �ŒŃŜēśí�ĹîĻ�ĺňñ
��/��¢��� �õíàîĘŇśíō�óčîĀøŀĿ�öœŎļĿíō�ņńŔĿí�ĺňñ
�

تأجير سيارات
��/���� �   )Budget�
�ôœōíď
��/���¢�¡���ı �
��/� � �� �čîĻ�ïčŎœ
��/���¢¡��ŅŎ÷ĎŔė�ĩĎĳ�������������������������������������
��/�������ŅĊī�ĩĎĳ������������������������������������������
��������¢��àîĬňě �õíčîŔĔĿí�ĎŔÿäøĿ�Đ÷ĎŔŋ
��/�¡¢������ŅŎ÷íĎŔė�ĩĎĳ������������������������������������
�����������ŅĊī  

مراكز تدريب وتعليم الكمبيوتر
��/�����¡ /  �Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿí�łŔŀĬøĿ���NIIT

البريد السريع
��������
  ��/  ���� �  àîĬňě ��

  ��/ ��� ��� �ŅĊī��������������������������������
  ��/ ���¢ �� �ŉĊœĊĄĿí��������������������������������
 ��/ ���  ¡� �ĐĬ÷��������������������������������

 ��/ ���¢¡¡ �ïç��������������������������������
  ��/ ������ �ŜļńĿí��������������������������������
 ��/ ������ �ŉŎòė��������������������������������
 ��/ �� ��¢ �ŅŎìŔē��������������������������������
                                          ¡¡��� �ıîĄŀñ��������������������������������
  ��/ ����¢¡ �ŏĎĤĸē��������������������������������
��/��� ��    UPS
�������¢�/ /¡  DHL

شحن وتوصيل
�i¢�  � �����¢ �ôŃîĬĿí�õîŃĊĈŀĿ�ŏĊňĿí�ĐĻĎŃ
��������ĒĻîĳ �
alnada2@yemen.net.ye

 ��/������  M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
�������
��/ �� ¢�¢ �àîĬňě���ņĄĘŀĿ�ôŔńĿîĬĿí

مستشفيات
��/���¢� ����� �óčŎüĿí�ŐĴĘøĔŃ
��/� ��¡��¡   �őčŎŌńĀĿí�ŐĴĘøĔŃ
��/ ������ �úœĊĄĿí�ŒŇîńĿśí�ŐĴĘøĔńĿí

 ��/���¡¡¢���ı �
 ��/ ���¢�� �úœĊĄĿí�Œŀŋśí�ŐĴĘøĔńĿí
��/������� �îŔÿŎĿŎňļøĿíō�ŁŎŀĬĿí�ŐĴĘøĔŃ
��/�¡��¡�� �öœŎļĿí�ŐĴĘøĔŃ

شركات طيران
��/ ������ �ôŔňńŔĿí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/�� ������ĐĬ÷�ĩĎĳ�����������������������������������������
��/��������ŅĊī�ĩĎĳ�����������������������������������������
��/���� ����óĊœĊĄĿí�ĩĎĳ�����������������������������������������
��/������  ��/���¡�� �óĊŔĬĔĿí
��/������ �ôŔ÷íčîŃří
��/�� ¢¢� �ôŔñŎŔûří
��/������ �	íĐŇîŌøĳŎĿ
�ôŔŇîńĿŗí
��/���¢ ��� �ôŔĻĎøĿí
��/���� � �ôœĉŎĬĔĿí
��/������ �ôœĎĤĸĿí
��/���¢�� �þŔŀĈĿí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/������/�/  �àîĬňě���ôŔŇĉčŗí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/��� �� �ĉîĄ÷śí�ŅíĎŔģ
��/��� �� �Œñĉ�ŅíĎŔģ

فنادق
��/���������                    ��àîĬňě�čŎŔĻĎŔŃ�ĵĊňĳ
��/��¡�����ŅĊī �
��/��¡���/  �Ďńė�ĵĊňĳ
��/������� �������ĺŔòńĳŎŃ�ĵĊňĳ
��/���������ı �
��/������/��/�� �őĉčōďś�ĵĊňĳ

��/������ �Ēňœĉďč�óĊŔě�ýî÷�ĵĊňĳ
��/������/ ��� �àîĬňě���ôķĊňĴŀĿ�ôŔńĿîĬĿí
��/��¡��� �àîĬňě���ŅíĎŌė�ĵĊňĳ
��/������ ,����¡�  ŒļŀńĿí�ýîøĿí�ôĄňÿãō��ĵĊňĳ

معاهد
��/����¡�/�/�� �ŒĿîœ�ĊŌĬŃ
��/������� �ŒøĿí�ĊŌĬŃ
��/�� ������ı ���Ď÷ŎŔòńļĿíō�õîİŀĿ�ŒŇîĤœĎòĿí�ĊŌĬńĿí
��/�� ¡ � ��ĊŔĔĻí�ĊŌĬŃ

 ��/������ �ŒĿîŃ�ĊŌĬŃ
��/��¡� � �ŅĐœíčŎŋ�ĊŌĬŃ

شركات التأمين
��/������ �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�óĊĄøńĿí
��/� �¢�� �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôŔňģŎĿí

ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôŔŃŜēří�ôŔňńŔĿí�ôĻĎĘĿí
��/��¡� � �ņŔŃäøĿí�óĉîīçō
��/����¢�� �ŅîŃã�ôĻĎė
��/��¡¡�¢ �ņŔŃäøĿí�óĉîīçō�ņŔŃäøŀĿ�óĎœĐĀĿí

 ��¡���/�/� �ņŔŃäøŀĿ�ôœĎĤĸĿí�ôŔňńŔĿí�ôĻĎĘĿí
��¡��¢��ĒĻîĳ

مدارس
��/���¡���ĒĻîĴŀ÷ �ĽîĴģŗí�ôăíō�ôğōč
 ����������ľœîñŎŃ   
��/������� �Ŏòň�œč�ôēčĊŃ

              ��/������  
  ��/� ��¢�/�� �ôŔĿōĊĿí�àîĬňě�đčíĊŃ
     ��/� ��¢���ı ��
��/��¡��¡/¢ �ŊŔĿōĊĿí�ŊŔĻĎøĿí�ôēčĊŃ
��/�¡��¢� �õíčîňŃ�ôēčĊŃ

سفريات
��/�¡�       ��/� ��¢� �őŜĳ�đĊķ

 ���� ��ŅĊī���/ ����¡�  ôăîŔĔĿíō�õîœĎĴĔŀĿ�őîļē
��/
�����¡ �ĎĸĜĿí�õŜĤī
������ �ĎĸĜĿí�Ľîńīã�ĐĻĎŃ
��������¡/�¢/��� �ŊăîŔĔĿíō�õîœĎĴĔŀĿ�ŊŔńĿîĬĿí
��/� �¡¢��� �ņńŔĿí�õîœĎĴē�õśîĻō

مطاعم
	ŒŇîòŔĘĿí�ŉĊòī�ĊńĄŃ�łēîñ
���ŒŇîòŔĘĿí�óďîòĈŃō�łĬĤŃ

¢�� �����ĒĻîĳ����� �¢��������� � �������ŅŎĴŀ÷
�� �¢� �ŒŇîñîŔĿí�ŎñîňŃ�łĬĤŃ
���¢¢¢ ��Œ÷ĎŔĤĳ

B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWA R D

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

U�For Sale       U�Job vacancies
U�Buying        U�Job seekers 
U�Housing available  U��Other
U�Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3

 
� �ôİĿ�ŁŎŀñĉ�
óčîĀ÷�đŎœčŎĿîļñ

�Œĳ�îŃîī�15�óĎòć�ôœĐŔŀĀŇí
 5�îŌňŃ�
ôĬÿíĎńĿíō�ôòēîĄńĿí

��ŒĿîŃ�ĎœĊŃ�ŁíŎīí
770080443�
735587876

� �
ôœĐŔŀĀŇí�ôİĿ�ĎŔøĔŔÿîŃ
�ðēîĄĿí�óĉîŔĸĿ�ôŔĿōĊĿí�ôĜćĎĿí
�ðœčĊøĿí�ĽîĀŃ�Œĳ�óĎòć�
ŒĿŕí
�Œĳ�ðįĎœ�õíŎňē�7�ņŃ�ĎüĻŗ
�ðŀĤøœ�ĽîĀŃ�őã�Œĳ�ľńĬĿí

736974711��ôœĐŔŀĀŇśí�ôİŀĿí
� ���ôœĐŔŀĀŇí�ôİĿ�đŎœĎĿîļñ

�óĎòć���Ď÷ŎŔòńĻ�ŁŎŀñĉ
�ðįĎœ��ņŔøňē�ôœčîĀ÷�õŜēíĎŃ

��ôŔăîòĜĿí�óĎøĴĿí�Œĳ�ľńĬĿí
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Ali Aboluhom

Why did you choose this ma-
jor?
I admire my mother for looking 
after patients in our governorate. 
She works for the Red Crescent As-
sociation. I grew up in Hajjah city, 

eager to emulate what my mom has 
done for her patients. Nobody from 
my family has ever imposed my 
studies or career on me. My father 
has always encouraged me to do 
what I am passionate about. Since 
I was a child, I dreamed of becom-
ing a surgeon, especially for women 

ZKR� VX̆HU�ZKHQ� WKH\� JLYH� ELUWK�� ,�
decided to alleviate the pain moms 
VX̆HU�GXULQJ�ODERU²ZKLFK�LQ�VRPH�
cases can lead to the death of both 
the mom and baby due to a lack of 
medical care.

Did the health situation in 

Hajjah governorate contribute 
to your decision?
Certainly. Hajjah, like other Yeme-
ni governorates, lacks health ser-
vices and the government is unable 
to provide outreach programs to 
people in remote areas. Hajjah gov-
ernorate is made up of hundreds 
of villages located atop mountains 
and in valleys, places where health 
services are not easily delivered. If 
hospitals in Hajjah city are short of 
VWD̆�RU�VXSSOLHV��KRZ�FRXOG�WKH\�EH�
found in remote areas?

Women who come from remote 
areas to give birth in the city often 
VX̆HU�SDLQ�RQ�WKH�ZD\�DQG�VRPH�RI�
them die before arrival due to the 
distance and the bumpy roads link-
ing their villages to the city. Even 
if they arrive to the hospitals alive, 
they might give birth during the 
drive or arrive with severe compli-
cations due to the delay.

As a Yemeni family committed 
to conservative traditions, did 
your family oppose your resi-
dence in Cairo alone for study?
Of Course, they objected to it at 
¿UVW�� %XW� ,� UHPDLQHG� DGDPDQW� XQ-
til they became convinced of my 
dream. At the beginning my father 
accompanied me to Cairo and he 
returned back to Yemen when he 
EHFDPH� FRQ¿GHQW� WKDW� ,� KDG� DQ�
apartment to live in.

You are still young and Ye-
menis are accustomed to see-
ing older physicians for their 
wives or daughters. Have you 
been unfairly treated because 
of your age?
Yes, not only here in Yemen but 
also in Egypt. I did not waste any 
time after getting my bachelor’s de-
gree and I pursued my master’s in 
obstetrics the following year. That's 
why I look young. In Egypt, the 
people in hospitals thought I was 
still a student doing my undergrad 
degree. While I was practicing in 
Al-Qasr Al-Aaeini Hospital, looking 
after women who needed urgent 
surgical intervention, their hus-
bands and relatives were skeptical 
about whether I could deliver their 
EDELHV��%XW�WKH\�ZHUH�JUDWHIXO�ZKHQ�
they saw their wives and babies in 
good health. I face the same prob-
lem here in Yemen. When I came 
back after completing my bache-
lor’s degree in 2009, I worked from 
the Al-Jumhouria Hospital in Haj-
MDK�IRU�¿YH�PRQWKV�EHIRUH�,�GHFLGHG�
to go back to Egypt to resume my 
master’s.

People in Yemen usually place 
their trust in older and foreign doc-
WRUV�� DQG� ZKHQ� WKH\� ¿UVW� VHH� PH�
they think I’m a nurse.

However, I was sought after when 
SHRSOH�UHDOL]HG�KRZ�TXDOL¿HG�,�DP��

:KDW� FHUWL¿FDWHV� GR� \RX�KROG�
after your bachelor’s? 
+DYLQJ� ¿QLVKHG�P\� EDFKHORU¶V� GH-
gree in Cairo, I came back to Ye-
men to work at the Al-Jumhouria 
+RVSLWDO� IRU� ¿YH� PRQWKV�� ,� ZHQW�
back to Egypt in 2009 for my mas-
WHU¶V�GHJUHH��,�¿QLVKHG�P\�PDVWHU¶V�
along with part one [two year prac-
WLFDO�FRPSRQHQW�RI�3K'@�RI�D�%ULWLVK�
fellowship in obstetrics surgery, by 
2013. I did both a master’s and part 
one of the fellowship simultaneous-
ly. After that I came back to Yemen, 
working for Al-Jumhouria Hospital 
and the Saudi German Hospital in 
Sana’a. 

Since 2013, I have been prepar-
LQJ� SDUW� WZR� >¿YH� \HDU� UHVHDUFK�
component of PhD] in Germany. 
I have been studying the German 
ODQJXDJH� VLQFH� WKHQ�� %HLQJ� D� SDUW�
two researcher, it means I do not 
have to stay in Germany to study, 
but I can move from Yemen to Ger-
many and back once in a while. The 
main part of my studies in Germany 
is to apply what I have researched 
at the hospital in Yemen, so I go 
back and forth between Germany 
and Sana’a, pursuing the practical 
component [of the fellowship] in 
Yemen and pursuing the research 
thesis in Germany.

Tell us about the prize and 
your participation in the medi-
cal conference in Dubai.

I had known about the conference 
since I was an undergrad student at 
Cairo University, and had dreamt of 
simply attending it one day. During 
my master’s study in 2013, I was 
XQDEOH� WR� DWWHQG�DV� ,�KDG�¿QDO� H[-
ams. When I came back to Yemen, 
working for the Saudi German Hos-
pital by the end of 2013, the hos-
pital urged us to participate in the 
conference with the research we 
had already conducted. Several de-
partments in the hospital presented 
their own research, including mine, 
which is titled: “The tumor of the 
pelvis and uterus via sonar before 
and after surgical intervention.”

Fortunately, my research was the 
only one accepted by the confer-
HQFH� EHFDXVH� LW� ¿W� WKH� FULWHULD�� ,W�
was required that the applicant be 
below 40, and as for the research, 
LW� DOVR� ¿W� WKH� FULWHULD� EHFDXVH� LW�
EURXJKW�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ�WR�WKH�¿HOG�
of medical surgery. There were sev-
eral categories within the compe-
tition, including the best medical  
inventions, devices and research. 

The one I participated in was “the 
youngest and best surgeon of the 
year.”

I won the prize for my category, 
becoming the second-youngest and 
best surgeon in the Arab region, af-
ter a young Egyptian doctor.

What does the prize mean to 
you?
It means a lot, not only for me but 
IRU�<HPHQ�� ,W¶V� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� IRU� D�
Yemeni doctor to win the prize 
from this conference since it was 
established 40 years ago. I take 
great pride in my achievement. 
And I hope it will prompt Yemeni 
youth to pursue their goals, regard-
OHVV�RI�KRZ�KDUG� WKH\�DUH��%XW�XQ-
fortunately, because of the current 
situation no one from government, 
namely the Ministry of Health, has 
acknowledged my participation and 
the prize I received in the name of 
Yemen. The hospital and the media 
are the only institutions contribut-
ing to my happiness and recogniz-
ing my achievement.

Do you have any advice for Ye-
meni women?
Unfortunately, we live in a male-
dominated society in which women 
are viewed with contempt. The ma-
jority of parents still prefer to see 
their daughters indoors. Women in 
Yemen are best kept at homes, not 
performing any outdoors activities 
or professions in order for them to 
DYRLG�KDUDVVPHQW�DQG�WHPSWDWLRQ²
according to social and religious 
norms.

I advise Yemeni women not to 
be submissive. They must remain 
adamant that their destiny should 
be shaped by themselves, not by 
somebody else. At the beginning 
they will face troubles but when 
they keep trying, all barriers will be 
broken. Their dreams some day will 
become a reality.

 
What is the limit of your ambi-
tion?
My ambition has no limits. As a 
doctor I want to contribute to peo-
ples’ happiness and bring joy to 
patients’ lives. I hope to regain the 
trust of the Yemeni people in Yeme-
ni doctors, rather than placing their 
trust in foreign doctors and seek-
LQJ� H[SHQVLYH� WUHDWPHQW� DEURDG�
ZKHQHYHU� WKH\� FDQ� D̆RUG� LW��0RVW�
of the professional doctors I came 
across in Egypt and Germany are 
of Yemeni origin, therefore I insist 
on establishing peoples’ trust in Ye-
PHQL�GRFWRUV�KHUH� LQ�<HPHQ²$QG�
for sure I will achieve my goal. 
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<HPHQ·V�ILUVW�DQG��PRVW�ZLGHO\�UHDG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�QHZVSDSHU

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

The Yemen Times speaks with
Dr. Amal Hassan, the “youngest
and best surgeon of the year”

Dr. Amal Hassan, a Yemeni physician who is only 30 years old, was recently honored at the Arab Health 
Conference held in Dubai from Jan. 26 to 29, 2015.

The international conference was established 40 years ago and gives awards for research and inventions 
LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�PHGLFLQH��,Q�RYHU�¿YH�GHFDGHV��QR�<HPHQL�UHVHDUFKHU�KDV�ZRQ�D�SUL]H�DW�WKH�HYHQW��+DVVDQ�
LV�WKH�¿UVW�ZRPDQ�DQG�VHFRQG�SHUVRQ�IURP�WKH�$UDE�UHJLRQ²DQG�VHFRQG�\RXQJHVW²WR�UHFHLYH�DQ�DZDUG��
%RUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�+DMMDK�FLW\�LQ�<HPHQ¶V�QRUWKZHVW�+DMMDK�JRYHUQRUDWH��+DVVDQ�¿QLVKHG�KLJK�VFKRRO�LQ�

������SODFLQJ�IRXUWK�QDWLRQZLGH�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�VFLHQFH��
She says she has always wanted to break stereotypes. After the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attack in the 

United States, and Yemen’s subsequent negative portrayal in international media, Hassan wanted to show 
the world a different side to the country and its people. 
³,¶YH�GUHDPW�RI�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�P\�FRXQWU\�LQ�D�SRVLWLYH�ZD\�DQG�¿QDOO\�P\�GUHDP�KDV�FRPH�WUXH�´�VKH�VDLG�
Since graduating from the Faculty of Medicine at Cairo University in Egypt in 2009, she hoped to 

participate in the conference so that “a Yemeni’s name would be pronounced in an international event 
ZLWK�JUHDW�PHULW�´

After receiving her master’s degree in surgery in Egypt, Hassan has been conducting research 
while working at the Saudi German Hospital in Sana'a since early 2014. Among the seven Saudi 
German Hospitals in the Gulf region, Hassan was the only physician to participate in conference. 
She has also worked  in her home governorate 

 IntervIew




