
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, March 2—The Islah 

Party accused the Houthis on Sun-

day evening of kidnapping four 

of its leaders earlier that day. The 

Houthis claim the men were Al-

Qaeda operatives. 

“We hold Ansar Allah [the 

Houthis] responsible for every-

thing that happens against the 

party’s leaders,” Adnan Al-Odaini, 

deputy head of Islah’s Media De-

partment, told the Yemen Times. 

“We condemn in the strongest 

terms the allegations that the four 

men who were arrested are con-

nected to Al-Qaeda.”

Islah said the leaders were kid-

napped from the party’s Student 

Department in Sana’a, located on 

Rabat Street. The four men are Ali 

Al-Hadma, Mohammad Al-Sabri, 

youth activist Anwar Al-Himyari, 

and Habib Al-Ariqi.

The Student Department pub-

lished a statement on Al-Sahwah 

1HW��WKH�ṘFLDO�ZHEVLWH�RI�WKH�,VODK�
Party, on Sunday evening. 

“The department demands the 

immediate release of all abducted 

Islah Party members by armed 

Houthis and it holds the group re-

sponsible for any harm they may 

incur. The department also warns 

against these extrajudicial acts 

which threaten the social peace and 

security of the entire country,” the 

statement read. 

Shortly following the statement’s 

release, the state-run Saba News 

Agency, now under Houthi control, 

published an article which claimed 

that, “security forces belonging to 

the Capital Secretariat arrested 

an armed cell linked to Al-Qaeda, 

ZKLFK�FRPSULVHV�RI�D�JURXS�RI�¿HOG�
activists who are linked with Al-

Qaeda and they are headed by a 

man named Habib Al-Ariqi. 

Saba did not mention that the 

men were Islah Party members. 

“The Houthis want to escape 

their international isolation by 

VD\LQJ� WKH\� DUH� ¿JKWLQJ�$O�4DHGD��
the security forces and media out-

lets are under the control of the 

Houthis, so we are of course not 

surprised by those fabricated alle-

gations,” Al-Odaini told the Yemen 

Times.

Mohammad Al-Imad, a leading 

¿JXUH� LQ� WKH� ,VODK�3DUW\�� VDLG� WKDW�
DW� OHDVW� WKUHH� YHKLFOHV� ¿OOHG� ZLWK�
Houthis wearing security forces 

uniforms besieged the Student De-

partment and took the men. 

“They took them to secret pris-

ons,” he said. “We asked most of 

the police stations in the Capital 

Secretariat and we could not locate 

any of them. We are sure that they 

have been disappeared.”  

The Yemen Times made repeated 

calls to the Sana’a Security Admin-

istration. Requests for comment 

were not returned. Capital Secre-

tariat security chief Abdulrazzaq 

Al-Moayad and his deputy Abdu-

laziz Al-Qadasi also failed to return 

calls. The Security Operations De-

partment declined to answer any 

questions regarding the kidnap-

pings.

Salah Al-Ezzi, head of the 

Houthis’ Media Department, based 

in Sa’ada, told the Yemen Times 

that popular committees, “are co-

operating with security forces to 

maintain security, there is nothing 

inappropriate about these arrests.”

He refused to say where the men 

DUH� EHLQJ� KHOG� EXW� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW�
the men are being “interrogated” 

and that if they “are in fact coop-

erating with Al-Qaeda, they will be 

imprisoned and tried, otherwise 

they will be released.”

Arrests in Ibb governorate
7ZR�RI�WKH�¿YH�PHQ�DUUHVWHG�GXULQJ�
anti-Houthi demonstrations in Ibb 

on Saturday were released by the 

Houthis on Sunday. 

The group released journalist 

Aziz Al-Samei and Dr. Faris Fuad 

Al-Banna, who were kidnapped 

along with three others in Ibb city 

at Al-Suhool checkpoint during 

a demonstration on Saturday at 

noon. Ammar Al-Hamati, Hesham 

Al-Faqih, and Mohammad Al-Dhu-

biani are still being held. 

A source from the Ibb Security 

Operations Department said the 

men were taken to and being held 

at the operations department. He 

would only add that, “the arrested 

men will be released following an 

investigation.”
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, March 3—Al-Qaeda 

in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 

released the former Saudi deputy 

counsel Wednesday morning af-

ter three years of captivity. 

Abdullah Al-Khalidi, was kid-

napped in front of his home in 

Aden on March 28, 2012. 

According to a statement from 

the Saudi interior ministry re-

leased on Wednesday morning, 

Al-Khalidi, who was the Saudi 

deputy counsel in Aden at the 

time of his kidnapping, was re-

leased, “as a result of the intensi-

¿HG�H̆RUWV�H[HUWHG�E\�WKH�KHDG�RI�
General Intelligence.”

“[Al-Khalidi] was on his way 

WR� KLV� ṘFH� RQ� WKH� PRUQLQJ� RI�
March 28, 2012… [and was] later 

released in a deal with the mis-

guided elements which detained 

him against his will,” the state-

ment continued.  

The statement added that the 

Saudi interior ministry would 

VSDUH� QR� H̆RUWV� WR� SURWHFW� WKHLU�
citizens, wherever they are. 

'XULQJ� $O�.KDOLGL¶V� FRQ¿QH-

ment, several videos surfaced in 

which the Saudi diplomat was 

shown pleading for his govern-

ment to meet the kidnappers’ 

demands. Al-Khalidi pleaded for 

the Saudi government to release 

Al-Qaeda members and to pay an 

XQVSHFL¿HG�UDQVRP���
Amjad Khushafa, a journalist 

VSHFLDOL]HG�LQ�$O�4DHGD
V�D̆DLUV��
said the Ministry of Interior said 

that he was released and did not 

say he was freed, meaning that 

Al-Qaeda released him in ex-

change for a ransom.

An AQAP member who goes 

by the name Abu Al-Hasna'a Al-

Abyani, told the Yemen Times 

that Saudi Arabia paid a ransom 

in exchange for Al-Khalidi’s re-

lease. 

“We demanded that Saudi Ara-

bia release some of our brothers, 

but we settled for the ransom.” 

He would not divulge the amount 

of the ransom. 

Mohammad Hezam, deputy 

head of the Public Relations 

Department at the Ministry of 

Interior, told the Yemen Times 

Monday evening that the minis-

try played no role in negotiating 

Al-Khalidi’s release, and claimed 

he learned of the release from 

news reports.

Three years after 
kidnapping, AQAP 
releases Saudi 
ṘFLDO

Islah leaders kidnapped, accused 
by Houthis of Al-Qaeda ties

Houthis, GPC: No talks outside Sana’a

Shabwa drone strike kills 7 AQAP suspects, injures civilians

A source from AQAP told the Yemen Times Al-Khalidi was re-

leased in exchange for a ransom, and that the group backed 

down on earlier demands for their “brothers” to be freed in Saudi 

Arabia. 

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, March 1—On Sunday 

the Houthis denied reports in local 

media that they had agreed to polit-

ical talks outside Sana’a. The group 

said the move would be a waste of 

time.  

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a 

member of the Houthi Political Of-

¿FH�� VDLG� WKDW�PRYLQJ� WKH� SROLWLFDO�
dialogue to another governorate is 

waste of time and a method to stall 

the talks. He said the Houthis re-

jected the three conditions Hadi 

stipulated before he would resume 

dialogue with the Houthis. 

Hadi’s three conditions for re-

turning to talks, made Saturday, 

were: Firstly, for the Houthis to re-

linquish their weapons. Second, to 

become a political party. And third, 

to end their occupation of all state 

institutions. 

These three conditions follow a 

condition stipulated by Hadi on 

Thursday, that the talks be moved 

out of Sana’a to a governorate not 

under Houthi control, preferably 

Aden or Taiz.

Al-Bukhaiti said the dialogue be-

gan in Sana’a and will end in Sana’a. 

“Those who say there is an alli-

ance between the Houthis and the 

General People’s Congress (GPC) 

are liars. We coincidently both hap-

pen to agree that there is no need to 

move the talks. That does not mean 

there is an alliance.” 

The GPC rejected calls to move 

the talks outside of Sana’a on Sat-

urday. In a statement published on 

WKH�SDUW\¶V�ṘFLDO�ZHEVLWH��$O�0RW-
amar Net, the party said that it re-

jected the calls because, “the GPC is 

keen to include all political groups 

in the talks and moving it outside of 

Sana’a will result in the absence of 

some groups, which would use the 

change of location as an excuse.” 

Abdulmalik Al-Fuhaidi, editor-

in-chief of Al-Motamar Net, told 

the Yemen Times that the move 

would “deepen the current crisis,” 

and repeated Al-Bukhaiti’s claim 

that political groups would use the 

change of location as an excuse not 

to participate.   

He also denied that there was an 

alliance between the GPC and the 

Houthis. 

In a statement posted on his 

Facebook page, UN Envoy to Ye-

PHQ� -DPDO� %HQRPDU� FODUL¿HG� WKH�

status of the talks. 

A number of parties, including 

the Nasserists, the Socialist Party 

and Islah, have agreed to move ne-

gotiations to Aden or Taiz. Beno-

mar said the leadership of the three 

SDUWLHV� KDYH� FRQ¿UPHG� WKHLU� FRP-

mitment to dialogue and empha-

VL]HG�WKDW�<HPHQ�PXVW�¿QG�D�VDIH��
peaceful way out of the current situ-

ation and that the political process 

was the way to do that. 

Benomar has been in Aden since 

7KXUVGD\� LQ� DQ� H̆RUW� WR� FRQYLQFH�
Hadi to return to talks. The Social-

ist Party and Islah announced their 

withdraw from talks on Feb. 24 in 

protest of the kidnapping of several 

political party leaders. 

Mohammad Al-Sabri, a Nasserist 

Party leader, said that dialogue is 

the best way out of the current situ-

ation, but that it must be held out-

side Sana’a. “The dialogue would 

essentially be at gunpoint in Sana’a. 

We refuse to hold it in an occupied 

capital,” he said. 

The dialogue between various po-

litical parties and the Houthis be-

gan at the Movenpick hotel on Jan. 

23, following Hadi resignation over 

the besieging of the Presidential 

Palace and his personal residence.

$GQDQ�$O�8EDLGL��D�OHDGLQJ�¿JXUH�
in the Islah Party, said the party 

will move forward with dialogue 

provided that it is hosted outside of 

Sana’a.

Hirak, or the Southern Move-

ment, withdrew from the nego-

tiations at the Movenpick hotel on 

Saturday evening.

Radfan Al-Dubais, a leader and 

spokesperson in the Southern 

Movement, told the Yemen Times 

that, “it is better to move the dia-

logue out of Yemen in order to free 

participants from any pressures 

they might be subjected to.” He said 

Hirak would return to negotiations 

when they were relocated outside of 

Sana’a. 

The latest developments coincide 

with the resumption of diplomatic 

ties with a number of Gulf coun-

tries. Bahrain, UAE, Qatar and 

Saudi Arabia reopened embassies 

or consulates in Aden on Friday 

and Saturday, in a move of solidar-

ity with Hadi. 

Prime Minister Khaled Bahah 

remains under house arrest along 

with several members of his Cabi-

net. 

Ali Aboluhom 

SANA’A, March 2—Seven mem-

bers of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 

Peninsula (AQAP) were killed when 

a drone stroke hit a vehicle in Shab-

wa governorate late Sunday eve-

ning, according to AQAP. 

An AQAP source told the Yemen 

Times that the vehicle was carry-

ing ten individuals. The seven men 

killed were all from the Al-Dayani 

family. The three other individuals 

in the vehicle were injured in the 

strike. The AQAP source provided 

the names of all the inviduals in the 

vehicle.

A security source from Shabwa, 

speaking to the Yemen Times on 

condition of anonymity, claimed 

WKUHH�$4$3�ḊOLDWHV�ZHUH�NLOOHG�LQ�
the vehicle, which was loaded with 

weapons intended for AQAP mem-

bers in Al-Baida governorate. Ac-

cording to the source, the strike oc-

curred in Khawra village of Markha 

district, which lies on the border 

of Al-Baida, where the group is in-

volved in ongoing clashes with the 

Houthis.

Four local residents were also in-

jured, according to the source.

Alawi Qasim Mohammed, a resi-

dent of Khawra village, supported 

the source’s claim that four civilians 

were injured in a nearby house from 

debris from the blast. Two of the 

villagers were seriously injured, he 

told the Yemen Times. 

Salem Al-Sael, the manager of 

WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH¶V� ORFDO�ṘFH�RI� WKH�
0LQLVWU\�RI�,QIRUPDWLRQ��FRQ¿UPHG�
the claims of the security source and 

local resident to the Yemen Times.

'URQH� VWULNHV�KDYH� LQWHQVL¿HG� LQ�
Shabwa since the beginning of 2015. 

Al-Sael attributes the higher num-

ber of strikes to increased activity 

by AQAP operatives since the begin-

ning of the year, as they capitalize 

on the rifts between the government 

and the Houthis. 

As an example of AQAP opera-

tions in Shabwa, the security source 

pointed to the group’s takeover on 

Feb. 5 of the 19th Infantry Brigade 

in Shabwa, where weapons were 

looted. Four drone strikes have hit 

Shabwa governorate in little over 

one month. 

On Feb. 27, a drone strike tar-

geted a vehicle carrying three sus-

pected AQAP militants in Baihan 

district. The source said the three 

bodies were completely charred and 

XQLGHQWL¿DEOH��
On Feb. 21, a drone strike tar-

geted a car, also carrying three sus-

pected AQAP militants, in Azan dis-

trict. The three were killed instantly 

and several civilians nearby were 

injured, but the source was unable 

to give further details. 

As of Monday afternoon AQAP 

had yet to acknowledge the two 

most recent strikes. 
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Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, March 1—Brief clashes 
broke out Saturday in Al-Zaher 
district of Al-Baida governorate 
between Houthis and tribesmen. 
The Houthis entered the district on 
Feb. 17 as part of a deal made with 
the tribesmen, who now claim the 
Houthis are violating the agree-
ment. 

On Feb. 28 clashes erupted be-
tween Houthis and local tribes-
men, allegedly backed by members 
of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Pen-
insula (AQAP), in Al-Humaikani 
area of Al-Zaher district.

“The clashes erupted in Al-Hu-
maikani… due to disagreements 
between the Houthi gunmen who 
entered the area and local tribes-
men,” Fahd Al-Taweel, a journalist 
based in Al-Baida city, told the Ye-
men Times. 

On Feb. 17, following four con-
VHFXWLYH� GD\V� RI� ¿JKWLQJ� EHWZHHQ�
the Houthis and Al-Zaher tribes-
men, a deal was brokered by the 
JRYHUQRUDWH¶V� VHFXULW\� ṘFH�PDQ-
ager, Adel Al-Asbahi. The deal, 
made between Houthis and tribal 
sheikhs from the districts of Al-
Zaher, Al-Sawma, and Maswarah, 
allows the Houthis to enter these 
three districts peacefully to pursue 
AQAP militants. 

Al-Taweel said the district wit-
nessed a period of relative calm 
after the agreement was signed 
and the Houthis entered Al-Zaher. 
However, tension started to rise 
early this week. 

Saleh Al-Humaikani, a tribes-
man in Al-Humaikani area, said 
that the clashes lasted for a few 
hours before stopping. 

“Some tribesmen from Al-Hu-
maikani area disagreed with the 
Houthi gunmen, who positioned 
themselves on the mountains sur-
rounding the area, but no casual-
ties were reported. The clashes 
were over after about two hours 
but they may renew any moment 
now,” he added. 

Mohammed Al-Bukhaiti, a 
member of the Houthi Political 
2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� WROG� WKH� <HPHQ�
Times that he does not have veri-
¿HG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�FODVKHV�
or the Houthis’ spread in Al-Hu-
maikani area, saying “these may be 
allegations made by the tribesmen. 
Ansar Allah [the Houthis] may 
have spread there but for security 
reasons.”

Al-Bukhaiti said he was unable 
to provide contact information of a 
local Houthi representative to an-
swer questions, and repeated calls 
WR�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�PHPEHUV�$OL�$O�
Qahoom and Mahmood Al-Junaid 
went unanswered.

Repeated calls by the Yemen 
7LPHV� WR� VHFXULW\� ṘFH� PDQDJHU�

Al-Asbahi went unanswered.
Abdualrab Mohsen Al-Humai-

kani, head of the Al-Humaikani 
tribe in Al-Zaher district, said he 
was unaware of the clashes, but 
that the situation was alarming 
and that clashes may break out at 
any moment because, “the Houthis 
violated the agreement we signed 
with them.” 

“We agreed to allow them to 
enter the district to pursue AQAP 
members—if found—but they are 
currently positioned on the moun-
tains surrounding the district with 
their heavy weapons, including 
machine guns, and have erected 
checkpoints in the area,” he added.

Al-Humaikani also claims that 
the Houthis have occupied schools 
and prevented students from at-
tending classes while they are 
“pretending” to pursue AQAP 
members. 

“Schools are now closed in the 
district because the Houthi gun-
men are occupying them. They 
also entered mosques on Friday 
and delivered Friday sermons in-
VWHDG�RI�WKH�ṘFLDO�LPDPV��DQG�WKLV�
made people angry,” he added.

Al-Humaikani said that there 
DUH� QR� $4$3� ¿JKWHUV� LQ� WKH� DUHD�
and the Houthis know this but 
they are trying to spread in the 
governorate. On Feb. 18, the day 
after the agreement was signed, Al-
Humaikani told the Yemen Times 
he was forced to make the deal in 
order to prove to the Houthis his 
tribe is not harboring any AQAP 
members.

The deal signed by the Houthis 
and the tribesmen gives no spe-
FL¿F� GHDGOLQH� IRU� +RXWKLV� WR� HQG�
their mission in Al-Zaher, but Al-
Humaikani, one of the tribesmen 

who signed the agreement, said he 
and others walked away from the 
agreement understanding that the 
Houthis would enter the district 
for a few days to search for Al-Qae-
da members and then withdraw to 
the city.

Waleed Al-Dailami, a leader of 
the Houthi Popular Committees 
LQ�$O�%DLGD� FLW\�� FRQ¿UPHG� WR� WKH�
<HPHQ�7LPHV�WKDW�+RXWKL�¿JKWHUV�
remain in Al-Zaher district, and 
claimed it is because of the pres-
ence of AQAP members there. 
³:H� KDYH� YHUL¿HG� LQIRUPDWLRQ�

about the presence of AQAP mem-
bers in the area and we are still 
pursuing them. We are positioned 
in the area, but not inside schools 
as they claim,” he added.

A source from AQAP, speaking 
to the Yemen Times on condition 
of anonymity, said that his group 
LV�EDFNLQJ�WULEHVPHQ�LQ�WKHLU�¿JKW�
against the Houthis. 

“The tribesmen aren’t Al-Qaeda 
members but they support Al-Qa-
HGD�EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�WKH�
same goal, which is vacating the 
Houthis from our governorate,” he 
added. 

On Feb. 8 the Houthis took con-
trol of the districts of Dhi Naem 
and Sharia. The takeover came 
IROORZLQJ�GD\V�RI�¿JKWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�
Houthis, backed by the army, and 
tribesmen from those districts who 
were backed by AQAP. At least 45 
GLHG�IURP�ERWK�VLGHV�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW��

Since the Houthis signed the 
Feb. 17 agreement with the tribes-
men, they have not spread to any 
other districts, according to Al-
Taweel. However, based on previ-
ous claims made by the Houthis, it 
is likely they will move into the dis-
tricts of Al-Sawma and Maswarah.

Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A, March 2—The Islah Par-
ty responded to allegations that the 
Houthis intend to dissolve the party, 
telling the Yemen Times on Monday 
that the Houthis do not have the le-
gitimacy to dissolve any party. 

Ali Al-Bukhaiti, a former member 
RI�WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�DQG�WKH�
spokesperson for the group during 
the National Dialogue Conference, 
said in an article he published in 
Al-Ola newspaper on Sunday that 
he has received information from 
informed sources within the Houthi 
movement that the group is prepar-
ing to dissolve the Islah Party.

Al-Bukhaiti resigned from the 
3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� RQ� -DQ�� ���� IROORZ-
ing the resignation of the president, 
prime minister and the Cabinet. 

This would entail shutting down 
the headquarters and detaining all 
the party’s leaders, Al-Bukhaiti said. 
He wrote that the Houthis consider 
Islah the main obstacle to their ad-
vancement to Aden, where they 
would arrest President Abdu Rabu 
Mansour Hadi. 

“Instead of trying to dissolve Is-
lah, it would be a better use of their 
time to put their weapons aside and 
form a political party with a national 
agenda,” Islah Party spokesperson 
Abdulmalik Shamsan told the Ye-
men Times. 

On Feb. 26, Abdelmalik Al-
Houthi, the leader of the Houthi 

group, delivered a speech on the 
Houthi mouthpiece Al-Masira TV, 
accusing the Islah Party of colluding 
and cooperating with Al-Qaeda.

 “The Islah Party is cooperating 
and allying with Al-Qaeda in Marib, 
Shabwa and other areas. The Islah 
Party seeks to spark sectarian dis-
putes. This clearly happens in Taiz 
and other places. This is an illegiti-
PDWH�DQG�¿OWK\� WDFWLF�ZKLFK�KDUPV�
the Yemeni people.” 

Shamsan dismissed Al-Houthi’s 
claims, saying the violent rhetoric 
of his speech revealed his words for 
what they are.  

“The Houthis do not have the le-
gitimacy to even make these claims. 
It is the job of the state to make such 
accusations and bring such charg-
es,” Shamsan added.  

Dhaif Allah Al-Shami, a mem-
EHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH��
denied reports that the Houthis in-
tend to dissolve Islah. He said Ali 
Al-Bukhaiti no longer speaks for 
the Houthis and has no access to in-
ternal Houthi communications and 
plans. 

Al-Bukhaiti told the Yemen Times 
on Monday that, “The information 
is true and I would not dare write 
an unfounded article.” He said he 
received the information regarding 
plans to dissolve Islah from mem-
EHUV� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH��
He declined to say who, precisely, he 
received the information from.  

Hamza Al-Himairi, a member of 

the Houthi Revolutionary Commit-
tee, said in a statement to the BBC 
on March 1 that the so-called, “Su-
preme Revolutionary Committee” 
is carrying out “serious discussions” 
regarding upcoming decisions. 

One of those discussions revolves 
around the legality of political par-
ties that recognize Abdu Rabu Man-
sour Hadi as Yemen’s legitimate 
president. He did not mention Islah 
by name. The party has said it rec-
ognizes Hadi is Yemen’s legitimate 
ruler and his backed Hadi’s call to 
relocate political talks from Sana’a 
to Taiz and Aden. They have also 
supported Hadi’s designation of 
Sana’a as an “occupied city.” 

Al-Bukhaiti said in his article that 
dissolving the Islah Party would be 
a massive blow to the values of plu-
ralism and democratic transfer of 
power. 

“[Even if they only dissolve Islah], 
all remaining parties will only be al-
lowed to exist as a way to cover-up 
imamate rule under the façade of 
republicanism and democracy,” he 
wrote. 

Abdulmalik Al-Fuhaidi, the edi-
tor-in-chief of the General People’s 
Congress (GPC) mouthpiece, Al-
Motamar Net, said he opposes the 
dissolution of any political party.

“Dissolving any political party 
does more harm than good. Such a 
step will not serve the national inter-
est and will complicate the political 
situation further.”

Al-Baida tribesmen claim Houthis 
breaching agreement 

Former Houthi spokesperson:

Houthis to dissolve Islah Party

Islah leaders kidnapped, 
accused by Houthis of Al-Qaeda 
ties

The release of Al-Samei and Al-Banna came 
a day after protesters from the youth move-
ment took to the streets of Taiz demanding the 
release of the abducted men. Protesters gave 
Ibb’s security chief 24 hours to release the 
kidnapped. Otherwise, the group threatened, 
it would march all the way to Ibb to release 
them.  

A relative of Abdulrahman Maudha, an ac-
tivist who was kidnapped by the Houthis on 
Feb. 10, said he died Saturday at the Universi-
ty of Science and Technology Hospital. Maud-
ha was released from captivity on Feb. 17. His 
family said the cause of death was severe lung 
infection. 

Atef Maudha, a relative of the deceased, 

told the Yemen Times that Abdulrahman had 
told him he was held at one of Ali Mohsen’s 
homes in Sana’a. The Houthis took control of 
Mohsen’s properties following their takeover 
of the capital on Sept. 21. 

“He was severely tortured and was also held 
in a dark, damp place, causing him to contract 
a pulmonary infection,” Maudha claimed. 

Houthi policy of disappearances and tor-
ture continued on Thursday, when the group 
took a large number of young men from youth 
marches in Sana’a. 

Naif Al-Nashri, one of the abducted youth, 
was released the next day. He told the Yemen 
Times that was tortured by the group. 

Activist Ahmad Hazza, general secretary of 
the Rafdh, or “Rejection” Movement, along 
with two others kidnapped from an anti-
Houthi protest in Sana’a, are still missing after 
being disappeared on Feb. 14.
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A tribal leader in Al-Zaher district, which the Houthis entered on 
Feb. 17, claims the Houthis are occupying schools and giving Fri-
day sermons at mosques.



Bassam Al-Khameri

W hile the country 
continues to 
calculate the 
political costs of 
the mass embassy 

exodus in Sana’a, ordinary Yemenis 
are already feeling the pain.

Manal Al-Ashwal is the head of the 
Al-Saeeda Association for Deaf girls. 
Al-Ashwal, a resident of Taiz, came 
to Sana’a in February to secure a visa 
to Austria. The association helps girls 
pursue education and supports them 
with cultural and sports activities. 
Because Austria has no embassy in 
the country, Yemenis can request a 
visa through the French embassy. 

“I came from Taiz to get a visa so I 
could attend a conference for people 
with disabilities,” Al-Ashwal said. She 
was invited to the conference by the 
Zero Project in Austria, a project that 
focuses on the rights of persons with 
disabilities. The project provides a 
platform for people with disabilities 
WR�¿QG�WKH�PRVW�LQQRYDWLYH�VROXWLRQV�
for the problems they face, according 
to its site. 

“Unfortunately, the French 
embassy in Sana’a shut down and I 
was unable to go.” 

 “I came from Taiz to Sana'a twice 
and stayed in a hotel for two weeks, 
which cost me about YR100,000 
(about $500). One day, the French 
embassy called and suddenly asked 

me to come retrieve my passport be-
cause the embassy will close down,” 
she added. 

In addition to travel and hotel 
expenses, Al-Ashwal paid 120 Euro 
($155) to get the visa and did not get 
it back. “Money paid for the visa isn't 
returned always but in my case they 
should at least have returned the 
money because the embassy closed 
down,” she added. 

Al-Ashwal says she was to be the 
sole representative from not only 
Yemen, but the Arab world, and was 
eager to tell her story of success, 
despite being a hearing-impaired 
person in a country that has few 
accommodations for people with 
disabilities. 

Following the resignation of 
President Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi 
in late January, several embassies 
EHJDQ� VKXWWLQJ� GRZQ�� 7KH� ¿UVW�
closure was the American embassy, 
ZKRVH�VWD̆� OHIW� WKH�FRXQWU\�RQ�)HE��
10. 

Other Western embassies, 
including the French and British, 
followed suit shortly thereafter. 
6DXGL� $UDELD� VRRQ� EHFDPH� WKH� ¿UVW�
Arab country to follow the American’s 
lead. Many of the embassies cited 
security concerns, but critics say the 
move was to isolate the Houthis and 
to put pressure on them to reach a 
settlement with political parties. 

While the closings have had far-
reaching consequences for Yemenis, 

Abdulmalik Al-Houthi, the leader of 
the Houthi movement, dismissed the 
closings during a televised speech he 
delivered on Feb. 26. 

"If any embassy does not wish to 
operate in Sana'a and thinks it can 
put pressure on Yemenis by closing 
down, it can go ahead and shut down. 
This is not a problem,” he said. 

Yemen's president resigned on 
Jan. 22 following the months-
long power struggle between his 
administration and the Houthis. The 
Houthis took control of the capital 
on Sept. 21, and Hadi’s resignation 
came after the Houthis took the 
Presidential Palace and surrounded 
his personal residence. 

The prime minister and many of 
his Cabinet members remain under 
house arrest in Sana’a. Hadi made 
his way to Aden on Feb. 21. 
,Q� D� EULH¿QJ� WR� WKH� 81�6HFXULW\�

Council, Benomar said that, "Today 
Yemen is at a crossroads. Either the 
country will descend into civil war 
and disintegration, or the country 
ZLOO�¿QG�D�ZD\�WR�SXW� WKH� WUDQVLWLRQ�
back on track."

Al-Ashwal is just one of many 
Yemenis facing the consequences of 
these closures. 

The closing of the Saudi embassy 
KDV� KDG� D� SURIRXQG� H̆HFW� RQ�
Yemenis, many of whom travel to 
Saudi to work and for Umrah, a 
religious pilgrimage. 

Mansoor Al-Sorori, 26, lives with 
his seven family members in Sana’a. 
He was a waiter at a local restaurant 
until the volatile economy forced his 
restaurant to downsize. 
�2XU� ERVV� VDLG� KH� FRXOGQ¶W� D̆RUG�

us anymore because the restaurant 
just wasn’t receiving as many 
customers as in the past," he said.   
8QDEOH�WR�¿QG�ZRUN�LQ�6DQD¶D��KH�

contacted friends in Saudi Arabia. 
Luckily, there was a job available 
at a Yemeni restaurant in Saudi 
Arabia. Due to proximity and better 
employment prospects, Saudi Arabia 
is a popular destination for Yemenis 
seeking work, and there about 1.5 
millions Yemenis in the country, 
according to the Ministry of Labor. 

"They told me I had to be there 
by Feb. 25 or I would lose the job 
because the employer would hire 
someone else. I took the money 
I had saved and sold some of my 
mother's jewelry in order to start 
the paperwork necessary to get a 
visa," Al-Sorori said. He says he paid 
YR400,000 (nearly 1,900$). 

He is still waiting for the visa, 
but has now missed out on the job 
following the embassy’s closure.

“I'm disappointed because I spent 
everything we have. I will look for 
another job there but it could take a 
while,” he added.  

Travel agencies
The consequences are being faced 
not only by individuals, but Yemeni 
travel agencies as well. 

Much of the business for these 
travel agencies revolves around 
religious pilgrimages such as Umrah 
or Hajj, according to Homran 
Abdullah Homran, the director of the 
Umrah Department at the Ministry 
of Endowment. 

The agencies were already 

IDFLQJ� ¿QDQFLDO� SUHVVXUHV�� :LWK� D�
precarious economy, more and more 
<HPHQLV�DUH�SXWWLQJ�R̆�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�
trips. With the closing of the Saudi 
HPEDVV\�� WKHVH� ¿QDQFLDO� ZRHV� KDYH�
only grown. 

"These agencies have booked 
hotels in Saudi Arabia, and now 
that the embassy has closed, its 
customers will not receive their visas 
in time,” Homran said.  

In 2014, 104,000 Yemenis went to 
Saudi Arabia to perform Umrah, ac-
cording to Homran, and 27,400 have 
gone in 2015.
0DKGL�$O�0HNKDO¿��WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�

Injaz Travel Agency in Sana'a, said 
WKDW�KLV�DJHQF\�ZDV�DOVR�D̆HFWHG�E\�
the closure.

“We mainly depend on taking 

people to Saudi Arabia for Umrah, 
but many people have now canceled 
because of a delay in receiving visas.” 
$O�0HNKDO¿�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�DJHQFLHV�

have lost a lot of money because they 
have booked hotels and restaurants 
in Mecca as they wait to receive 
visas from Aden, following Saudi’s 
opening of a consulate there.  

"The Saudi consulate is open in 
Aden but it’s taking a long time; 
the number of employees there is 
low. We have also had to hire an 
employee located in Aden to follow 
XS�RQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�¿QDOL]LQJ�YLVDV�
DQG�WKLV�DGGV�WR�RXU�¿QDQFLDO�ORVVHV���
$O�0HNKDO¿���
Moving embassies to Aden
Since Hadi’s great escape to Aden, 
anti-Houthi protesters in several 

governorates, including Sana'a, Taiz 
and Ibb, have been calling on Hadi 
to replace Sana’a with Aden as the 
capital.

Abdulaziz Bin Habtoor, the 
governor of Aden, told numerous 
newspapers that several 
ambassadors who left Sana'a called 
President Hadi and said they want 
to come back to Yemen and resume 
operating from Aden.  

“Aden is the economic capital of 
Yemen and it's logical that President 
Hadi runs the country from there,” 
he said. 

The Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) Secretary General Abdullatif 
Al-Zayani arrived in the port city on 
Feb. 25 to meet with President Hadi 
and discuss the situation in Yemen.
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˭ϊϳίϭΗϟ�ΩόΑ�Ύϣϭ�ϊϳίϭΗϟ

�έϳέΎϘΗϟ
�ΫϳϔϧΗ �ϯϭΗγϣ �ϰϠϋ �ϊϳίϭΗϟ �ΔΑϗέϣ �έϳέϘΗ �ΩΩϋ· ��
�ΓέΎϳί �ϝϛ �ϲϓ �ΎϬϬΟϭΗ �ϲΗϟ �ΕΎϳΩΣΗϟϭ �ΞϣΎϧέΑϟ

˭ϊϗϭϣϟϭ�ϊϳίϭΗϟ�ΔΑΎϗέ�ϝΟ�ϥϣ
�ˬέϬη �ϝϛ �ΔϳΎϬϧ �ϲϓ �ΩΣϭϣϟ �Ωλέϟ �έϳέϘΗ �ΩΩϋ· ��

ϭ�˭Δϧγϟϭ�ˬΔϧγϟ�ϊΑέϭ
�ϭΣϧϟ �ϰϠϋ �ΔϠλϟ �ΕΫ �ϯέΧϷ �ΔρηϧϷ �ΫϳϔϧΗ ��

�ΏϭϠρϣϟ

�ΞϣΎϧέΑ �ϊΟηϳ �ϱέΎΟΗϟ �ϥϼϋϻ �Ϋϫ �ϝϼΧ �ϥϣϭ
�ΔϳϟϭΩϟϭ�ΔϳϠΣϣϟ�ΕΎϣυϧϣϟ�ϥϣϳϟ�ϲϓ�ϲϣϟΎόϟ�ΔϳΫϏϷ
�ΎϬϳΩϟ �ϲΗϟ �ΎϬΟέΎΧϭ �ϥϣϳϟ �ϲϓ �ΔλΎΧϟ �ΕΎϛέηϟϭ
�ϝΎΟϣ �ϲϓ �ϡΩΎϘϟ �˯Ύρόϟ �ϲϓ �ΔϛέΎηϣϟΎΑ �ΔΑϏέϟ
�ΞϣΎϧέΑϟΎΑ�ΔλΎΧϟ�ΔΑϗέϣϟϭ�Ωλέϟϭ�ϡϳϳϘΗϟ�ΕΎϣΩΧ
 EOI�ϡϳΩϘΗϟ�ϲΎϬϧϟ�Ωϋϭϣϟ�ΩόΑϭ���ϩϼϋ�ΓέϭϛΫϣϟ
�ϰϟ· �ΩΎϧΗγϭ �ϥϣϳϟ �ϲϓ �ϲϣϟΎόϟ �ΔϳΫϏϷ �ΞϣΎϧέΑϟ
�ΔϣΩϘϣϟ�ϡϛΗγγ΅ϣ�ΕέΩϗ�ϥϋ�ϥΎϳΑΗγϻ�ϰϠϋ�ΩϭΩέϟ
�ϲΗϟϭ��ΓέΎΗΧϣϟ �ΕΎϣυϧϣϟϭ�ϕϠρϣϟ �ΎϫέϳΩϘΗϟ �ΎϘϓϭϭ
�ΕΎϣΩΧ�ϡϳΩϘΗ�ϲϓ�˯Ύρόϟ�ϡϳΩϘΗϟ�ΎϬΗϭϋΩ�ϙϟΫ�ΩόΑ�ϡΗϳγ
�ΎϫΩϳΩΣΗ�ϡΗ�ϲΗϟ�ϊϗϭϣϟ�ϰϟ·�ΔΑϗέϣϟϭ�Ωλέϟϭ�ϡϳϳϘΗϟ

�ϥϣϳϟ�ϝΧΩ

�ϰϟ �ϝϭΧΩϠϟ �ΔϣΗϬϣϟ �ΕΎϛέηϟ �ΞϣΎϧέΑϟ �ϊϳΟηϳ �Ύϣϛ
�ϡϣϸϟ �ϲϣϟΎόϟ �ϕϭγϟΎΑ �ιΎΧϟ �ϲϧϭέΗϛϟϻ �ϊϗϭϣϟ
�έΑϋ �ϭ www.ungm.org )UNGM( ΓΩΣΗϣϟ
KWWSV���XQJP�LQ�WHQG� �ΔϳϧϭέΗϛϟϻ �ΔλϗΎϧϣϟ
�ϝϳίϧΗϟ �FR�XN�ZIS�DVS[�+RPH� �:)3�
�ϭ �Ωέϭϣϟ �ϝϳΟγΗ �ΓέΎϣΗγ �ϊϣ �ϥΎϳΑΗγ �ΝΫϭϣϧ
�ΩϳέΑϟ�έΑϋ�ϝΎγέϹ�ϕϳέρ�ϥϋ�ϙϟΫϟ�ΏϠρϟ�ϝΎγέ

�ϲϟΎΗϟ�ϥϭϧόϟ�ϰϟ·�ϲϧϭέΗϛϟϹ
\HPHQ�SURFXUHPHQW#ZIS�RUJ

�˯ΎϬΗϧϻ�ΩόΑ�ϥΎϳΑΗγϻ�Ϋϫ�ϝΎγέ�ΩΎόϳ�ϥ�ΏΟϳ�Ύϣϛ
�ϊϳϣΟ �ϙϟΫ �ϲϓ �ΎϣΑ �Ωέϭϣϟ �ϝϳΟγΗ �ΓέΎϣΗγ �ϊϣ �Ϫϧϣ
�Ωϋϭϣ�ϰΗΣ�ϲϣϟΎόϟ�ΔϳΫϏϷ�ΞϣΎϧέΑϟ�ΔϣϋΩϟ�ϕΎΛϭϟ
�ϙϟΫϭ��14:00��Εϗϭϟ�ˬ�2015�αέΎϣ�13��ϩΎλϗ

�ϩϼϋ�ΓέϭϛΫϣϟ�ρΑϭέϟ�έΑϋ

�ϊϣ�ϝϣΗϛϣϟ�ϥΎϳΑΗγϹϭ�ϝϳΟγΗϟ�ΝΫϭϣϧ�ΓΩΎϋ·�ϥϛϣϳ
�ϥϭϧόϟ�ϲϠϋ�ϡΗΧϣϭ�ϕϠϐϣ�ϑέυ�ϲϓ�ΔϣϋΩϟ�ϕΎΛϭϟ

�ϲϟΎΗϟ

EOI#YEM15NF016-002
ΕΎϳέΗηϣϟ�ΓΩΣϭ��ΔϳΎϧϋ

ΓΩΣΗϣϟ�ϡϣϸϟ�ϲϣϟΎόϟ�ΔϳΫϏϷ�ΞϣΎϧέΑ
ρϭηϛϭϧ�ωέΎη

7181��ΩϳέΑ�ϕϭΩϧλ
ϥϣϳϟ�ˬ˯Ύόϧλ

�ϥϭϛΗ �ϥ �ΏΟϳ �ιϭλΧϟ �ΫϬΑ �ΕέΎγϔΗγ �ϱ
�ϲϧϭέΗϛϟϻ�ΩϳέΑϟ�ϰϟ·�ΔϬΟϭϣ

\HPHQ�SURFXUHPHQW#ZIS�RUJ

7KH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�:RUOG�)RRG�3URJUDPPH�
�:)3�� LQ�<HPHQ� VHHNV�([SUHVVLRQV� RI� ,Q�
WHUHVW��(2,��IURP�HVWDEOLVKHG�FRPSDQLHV�IRU�
WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�PRQLWRULQJ�
VHUYLFHV�RI�LWV�SURJUDPPHV�

)RXQGHG� LQ� ������ WKH� :)3� LV� WKH� 8QLWHG�
1DWLRQV�IURQWOLQH�DJHQF\�LQ�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�
KXQJHU�FXUUHQWO\� LQ����FRXQWULHV��7KH�:)3�
SXUVXHV�D� YLVLRQ�RI� WKH�ZRUOG� LQ�ZKLFK�HY�
HU\� ZRPDQ�� PDQ� DQG� FKLOG� KDV� DFFHVV� DW�
DOO� WLPHV� WR� WKH� IRRG� QHHGHG� IRU� DQ� DFWLYH�
DQG�KHDOWK\� OLIH��7KH�PDQGDWH�RI� WKH�:)3�
LV� WR� SURYLGH� HPHUJHQF\� DQG� GHYHORSPHQW�
DVVLVWDQFH�WR�HUDGLFDWH�KXQJHU�DQG�SRYHUW\�
DPRQJVW� WKH� SRRUHVW� DQG� PRVW� IRRG�LQVH�
FXUH�FRXQWULHV�DQG�SRSXODWLRQV�

7KH�:)3�KDV�EHHQ�UXQQLQJ�SURJUDPPHV�LQ�
<HPHQ�ZLWK�LWV�FRXQWU\�RI¿FH�LQ�6DQD¶D�DQG�
RI¿FHV�LQ�RWKHU�JRYHUQRUDWHV�VLQFH�������7KH�
:)3¶V�FXUUHQW�WZR�\HDU�SURMHFW�KDV�YDULRXV�
SURJUDPPHV� UHDFKLQJ� �� PLOOLRQ� EHQH¿FLD�
ULHV� LQ�<HPHQ�FRYHULQJ� UHOLHI�DVVLVWDQFH� WR�
,'3V��PLJUDQWV��UHIXJHHV�DQG�PDOQRXULVKHG�
FKLOGUHQ��SUHJQDQW�DQG�ODFWDWLQJ�ZRPHQ��DV�
ZHOO� DV� UHVLOLHQFH�EXLOGLQJ� DFWLYLWLHV� IRU� WKH�
<HPHQL� SRSXODWLRQ� WKURXJK� SURWHFWLYH� DQG�
SURGXFWLYH�VDIHW\�QHWV�SURJUDPPHV��XQFRQ�
GLWLRQDO�DQG�FRQGLWLRQDO� IRRG�FDVK�WUDQVIHUV�
ZLWK�DVVHW�FUHDWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV��� VWXQWLQJ�SUH�
YHQWLRQ� QXWULWLRQ� LQWHUYHQWLRQV�� DQG� VFKRRO�
IHHGLQJ�SURJUDPPHV��

7KH�:)3� GHVLUHV� WR� HQJDJH� TXDOL¿HG� DQG�
H[SHULHQFHG�FRPSDQLHV� WR�SURYLGH�DVVHVV�
PHQW�DQG�PRQLWRULQJ�VHUYLFHV�LQ�<HPHQ�IRU�
LWV�SURJUDPPHV��

7KH�VFRSH�RI�RXWVRXUFHG�ZRUNV�FRQVLVWV�RI�
DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�PRQLWRULQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��EXW�LV�
QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�H[HFXWLRQ�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
VHUYLFHV��7KH�:)3�LV�WKHUHIRUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�FDSDFLW\�WR�

Access:
��+DYH�D�GHPRQVWUDWHG�DELOLW\� WR� QHJRWLDWH�
DFFHVV�DW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�OHYHO�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH� GLIIHUHQW� JRYHUQRUDWHV� DQG� GLVWULFWV�
ZKHUH�VXSSRUW�LV�UHTXLUHG�

��8QGHUWDNH�¿HOG�PLVVLRQV�WR�DOO�)LQDO�'LVWUL�
EXWLRQ�3RLQWV��)'3V��DV�SURYLGHG�E\�:)3�
WR�HVWDEOLVK�FRQWDFWV�DQG�DOORZ�PRQLWRULQJ�
WR�WDNH�SODFH�

Assessment:
��8QGHUWDNH�HPHUJHQF\�IRRG�QHHGV�DVVHVV�
PHQW� LQ� DUHDV� LQDFFHVVLEOH� WR�:)3� VWDII�
LQ� FROODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK� JRYHUQPHQW� DQG�RU�
:)3�SDUWQHUV�

��8QGHUWDNH�IRRG�VHFXULW\�PRQLWRULQJ��DV�UH�
TXLUHG�

�� &RQGXFW� DQ\� RWKHU� UHOHYDQW� DVVHVVPHQW�
DQG�VWXGLHV�DV�UHTXLUHG�

Monitoring:
��3UHSDUH�D�PRQWKO\�PRQLWRULQJ�SODQ�LQ�OLQH�
ZLWK� :)3� UHTXLUHPHQWV�� DQG� DGDSW� WKH�
PRQLWRULQJ�SODQ�WR�:)3�SURJUDPPH�QHHGV�
DQG�SULRULWLHV�RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�ZLWK�FORVH�
FRQVXOWDWLRQ� ZLWK� :)3� 6XE�2I¿FHV� DQG�
&RXQWU\�2I¿FH�

��8QGHUWDNH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�PRQLWRULQJ�VLWH�YLVLWV�
DV�SHU�PRQWKO\�PRQLWRULQJ�SODQ��IROORZLQJ�
:)3¶V�PRQLWRULQJ�JXLGHOLQHV��SURFHGXUHV��
DQG�IRUPV��WR�UHJXODUO\�DVVHVV�WKH�SK\VL�
FDO�SURJUHVV�RI�:)3�DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� UHODWLRQ�
WR�RULJLQDO�SODQV�DQG�LGHQWLI\�SURJUHVV�DQG�

FRQVWUDLQWV� LQ� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� DQG� PDNH�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRU�LPSURYHPHQW�

�� 8QGHUWDNH� SRVW�GLVWULEXWLRQ�PRQLWRULQJ� RI�
:)3�DFWLYLWLHV�DV�SHU�WKH�:)3�JXLGHOLQHV�
DQG� SURYLGH� FRQWH[WXDO� IHHGEDFN� RQ� WKH�
HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�:)3�IRRG��RU�FDVK�DVVLV�
WDQFH�WR�WDUJHW�SRSXODWLRQV�

�� 8QGHUWDNH� GDWD� FROOHFWLRQ� H[HUFLVHV� IRU�
RWKHU�:)3�RXWFRPH�PHDVXUHPHQWV��HYDO�
XDWLRQV�DQG�VSHFLDO�VXUYH\V�

�� (VWDEOLVK� DQG� PDLQWDLQ� D� GDWDEDVH� FRQ�
WDLQLQJ� DOO� )'3V�� GLVWULEXWLRQ� PRQLWRULQJ�
DQG� SRVW�GLVWULEXWLRQ� PRQLWRULQJ� LQIRUPD�
WLRQ�

Reporting:
�� 3URGXFH� D� GLVWULEXWLRQ� PRQLWRULQJ� UHSRUW�
RQ�SURJUDPPH� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�DQG� FKDO�
OHQJHV� HQFRXQWHUHG� IRU� HDFK� GLVWULEXWLRQ�
PRQLWRULQJ�VLWH�YLVLW��

��3URGXFH�D�FRQVROLGDWHG�PRQLWRULQJ�UHSRUW�
DW� WKH� HQG� RI� HDFK� PRQWK�� TXDUWHU�� DQG�
\HDU��DQG

��3HUIRUP�RWKHU�UHODWHG�DFWLYLWLHV�DV�UHTXLUHG�
DQG�UHTXHVWHG�

2UJDQL]DWLRQV�RU�¿UPV�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�FDSDF�
LW\�WR�SURYLGH�SDUW�DQG�QRW�DOO�RI�WKH�RXWOLQH�
VHUYLFHV�EHORZ�DUH�VWLOO�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�VHQG�
H[SUHVVLRQV� RI� LQWHUHVW� LQGLFDWLQJ� DUHDV� RI�
WKHLU�VWUHQJWK�

7KLV� DQQRXQFHPHQW� HQFRXUDJHV� QDWLRQDO�
DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO� RUJD�
QL]DWLRQV�DV�ZHOO� DV�SULYDWH� ¿UPV�EDVHG� LQ�
DQG�RXWVLGH�<HPHQ�ZKR�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�
LQ� WKH�XSFRPLQJ� WHQGHU� IRU�RXWVRXUFLQJ�DV�
VHVVPHQW� DQG� PRQLWRULQJ� VHUYLFHV� IRU� WKH�
DERYH�PHQWLRQHG�:)3�SURJUDPPHV� LQ�<H�
PHQ�� )ROORZLQJ� WKH� GHDGOLQH� IRU� VXEPLV�
VLRQ� RI� WKH� (2,�� :)3�PD\�� EDVHG� RQ� WKH�
UHVSRQVHV�WR�WKH�&DSDFLW\�4XHVWLRQQDLUH�RI�
\RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VXEPLWWHG�DQG�DW�LWV�DEVR�
OXWH� GLVFUHWLRQ�� VKRUWOLVW� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� ZKR�
ZLOO�WKHQ�EH�LQYLWHG�WR�ELG�IRU�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�
DQG� PRQLWRULQJ� VHUYLFHV� WR� WKH� ORFDWLRQV�
LGHQWL¿HG�LQVLGH�<HPHQ�

,QWHUHVWHG� FRPSDQLHV� DUH� HQFRXUDJHG� WR�
DFFHVV� WKH� 8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� *OREDO� 0DUNHW�
�81*0�� ZZZ�XQJP�RUJ� RU� ,Q�7HQG� �:)3�
HOHFWURQLF� WHQGHULQJ�� KWWSV���XQJP�LQ�WHQG�
FR�XN�ZIS�DVS[�+RPH� WR� GRZQORDG�Capac-
LW\� 4XHVWLRQQDLUH� DORQJ� ZLWK� 6XSSOLHU¶V�
5HJLVWUDWLRQ�)RUP�RU�UHTXHVW�IRU�WKH�VDPH�
E\� VHQGLQJ� WKH� H�PDLO� WR� WKH� IROORZLQJ� DG�
GUHVV�� \HPHQ�SURFXUHPHQW#ZIS�RUJ�� 7KH�
FRPSOHWHG�&DSDFLW\�4XHVWLRQQDLUH�DQG�6XS�
SOLHU¶V�5HJLVWUDWLRQ� )RUP� LQFOXGLQJ� DOO� VXS�
SRUWLQJ�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�UHWXUQHG�WR�
:)3�E\�>��WK�0DUFK������@��DW�>�����@�KUV�
YLD�WKH�OLQNV�DERYH�

&RPSOHWHG� 6XSSOLHU� 5HJLVWUDWLRQ� )RUP� 	�
&DSDFLW\� 4XHVWLRQQDLUH� ZLWK� VXSSRUWLQJ�
GRFXPHQWDWLRQ� PD\� DOVR� EH� UHWXUQHG� LQ� D�
VHDOHG�HQYHORSHV�DGGUHVVHG�DV�IROORZV�

EOI#YEM15NF016-002
$WWQ���3URFXUHPHQW�8QLW
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�:RUOG�)RRG�3URJUDPPH
1RZDNVKRW�6W�
3�2��%R[������
6DQD¶D��<HPHQ

$Q\�HQTXLULHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�(2,�PXVW�EH�
DGGUHVVHG�WR��
\HPHQ�SURFXUHPHQW#ZIS�RUJ

½«èæææüó�ºŝæææħ¢
�ΕΎϣΩΧ�έϳϓϭΗϟ�ΔΑϏέϟ�˯ΩΑϹ�ΓϭϋΩ��ωϭοϭϣϟ
ϥϣϳϟ�ϲϓ�ϲϣϟΎόϟ�ΔϳΫϏϷ�ΞϣΎϧέΑϟ�Ωλέϟϭ�ϡϳϳϘΗϟ

Business Announcement
6XEMHFW��,QYLWDWLRQ�IRU�([SUHVVLRQ�RI�,QWHUHVW�IRU�
WKH�3URYLVLRQ�RI�$VVHVVPHQW�DQG�0RQLWRULQJ�
6HUYLFHV�IRU�:)3�SURJUDPPHV�LQ�<HPHQ�
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I n December 2014, Yemen’s 
then Minister of Culture 
Arwa Othman released a 
press statement in which 
she referred to Yemen’s 

Abyan governorate as being cultur-
DOO\� ³D̈LFWHG�´� 7KH� VWDWHPHQW� ZDV�
released shortly after Othman com-
pleted a tour of the governorate and 
VXUYH\HG�LWV�FXOWXUDO�LQVWLWXWHV��$V�D�
result of continued clashes between 
the Yemeni army and militants from 
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP), many such institutes have 
been damaged and turned into 
makeshift homes and camps for the 
region’s internally displaced per-
VRQV��,'3V���

“Preserving cultural institutions 
isn’t as important to many Yemenis 
DV�RWKHU�WKLQJV��VXFK�DV�ÀHHLQJ�ZDU�
and destruction and being able to 
¿QG�HQRXJK�IRRG�IRU�RQH¶V� IDPLO\�´�
VDLG�<DVHHQ�$O�0HNOKOD¿��D� WKHDWHU�
director and professor at Hodeida 
8QLYHUVLW\�� ³%XW� ,� WKLQN� WKH�PLQLV-
WHU¶V�VWDWHPHQW�ZDV� LPSRUWDQW��6KH�
wanted to draw attention to the role 
of culture in spreading tolerance 
and compassion in a country that 
has been wracked by instability and 
YLROHQFH�VLQFH������´
7KH� HDUO\� ZDUQLQJ� VLJQV� RI� VXFK�

instability began at least as early as 
WKH�866�&ROH� ERPELQJ� RQ�2FW�� ����
2000, that killed 17 American sail-
RUV� DQG� LQMXUHG� DQRWKHU� ����$4$3�
claimed responsibility for the at-
WDFN��7KH�JURXS¶V�SUHVHQFH�H[SDQG-
ed in the ensuing years, as did a co-
vert drone campaign waged by the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�� ,Q�������<HPHQ�ZDV�
plunged into further chaos and dis-
cord following the country’s upris-
ing that ousted long-time President 
$OL�$EGXOODK�6DOHK��$4$3�ZDV�DEOH�
to capitalize on the power vacuum 
and consolidate control over a num-
ber of districts in Abyan, declaring 
WKHP� LQGHSHQGHQW� ³HPLUDWHV´� LQ�
0D\�RI�WKDW�\HDU��
7KH� DUP\¶V� FDPSDLJQ� LQ� �����

and 2012 to retake lost territory in 
Abyan destroyed many homes and 

created hundreds of thousands of 
QHZ�,'3V��,W�DOVR�QHDUO\�HUDGLFDWHG�
many of the governorate’s cultural 
institutions, such as schools, the-
ater halls and museums, according 
WR� 6DHHG� $VEDKL�� DQ� DQDO\VW� DW� WKH�
3ROLWLFDO� DQG� 6RFLDO� 6WXGLHV� &HQWHU�
LQ�6DQD¶D��ZKR�LV�KLPVHOI�IURP�$E\-
DQ��³6FKRROV��WKHDWHUV�DQG�PXVHXPV�
have either been destroyed or ren-
GHUHG� LQRSHUDEOH�´� KH� VDLG�� ³7KRVH�
that are still intact are being used as 
shelter for IDPs, many of whom are 
former employees of those institu-
WLRQV�´�KH�DGGHG��
6LQFH� WRXULQJ� DQG� VXUYH\LQJ� WKH�

governorate, Othman vowed to 
WDNH�H̆RUWV�WR�UHEXLOG�DQG�UHYLWDOL]H�
Abyan’s cultural institutions, asking 
for assistance from both the Yemeni 
government and multilateral orga-
QL]DWLRQV� WR� KHOS� GR� VR�� +RZHYHU��
with the resignation of Yemen’s 
JRYHUQPHQW� RQ� -DQ�� ���� 2WKPDQ��
stepped down, and it remains un-
clear if the ministry will continue to 
pursue her program to rebuild the 
JRYHUQRUDWH��
7KH� WZR�VWRU\� =LQMLEDU�0XVHXP��

named after the capital of Abyan—
DQG�RQH�RI�WKH�VHYHQ�³HPLUDWHV´�SUH-
viously declared by AQAP—used to 
be a symbol of Yemen’s ancient and 
ULFK�FXOWXUDO�KLVWRU\��,W�ZDV�KRPH�WR�
a number of statues of sultans from 
southern Yemen, ancient manu-
scripts, weapons, and photos from 
����� RI� <HPHQL� VROGLHUV� ¿JKWLQJ�
DJDLQVW�WKH�%ULWLVK�RFFXSDWLRQ��
7KH�PXVHXP�ZDV�ORRWHG�LQ�0DUFK�

and July 2012, following the con-
ÀLFW� EHWZHHQ� $4$3� DQG� WKH� DUP\�
LQ�$E\DQ��DQG�OHIW�QHDUO\�HPSW\��$V�
one of the few remaining structures 
in the area left standing, it is now 
¿OOHG� LQVWHDG� ZLWK� ,'3V� ZKR� KDYH�
WDNHQ�UHIXJH�LQ�WKH�PXVHXP�

Mohammed Fadaq, a soldier with 
WKH� $E\DQ� VHFXULW\� ṘFH�� WROG� WKH�
<HPHQ� 7LPHV� WKDW� VLQFH� WKH� ORRW-
ing, little to none of what was in 
WKH�PXVHXP� UHPDLQV�� $WWHPSWV� WR�
track down the thieves have proved 
QHDUO\� LPSRVVLEOH�� ³:H� FDQ¶W�PDNH�
any allegations against any indi-
viduals or particular persons, due to 

a lack of information and the chaos 
WKDW�IROORZHG�DIWHU�WKH�FRQÀLFW��DQG�
the current state of Abyan and the 
VRXWK�LQ�JHQHUDO�´�KH�VDLG��
2Q�)HE������DOPRVW�D�PRQWK�DIWHU�

resigning as president, Abdu Rabu 
0DQVRXU� +DGL� ÀHG� KLV� KRPH� LQ�
6DQD¶D�ZKHUH�KH�KDG�EHHQ�KHOG�XQ-
GHU�KRXVH�DUUHVW�E\�WKH�+RXWKLV��+H�
KDV�VLQFH�GHFODUHG�WKH�FDSLWDO�6DQD¶D�
a city occupied by the Houthis, 
H̆HFWLYHO\� VHYHULQJ� WKH� +RXWKL�
controlled north of Yemen from a 
number of southern governorates 
WKDW�KDYH�UHMHFWHG�WKHLU�H[SDQVLRQ��
Many in the south continue to push 
for formal secession from the north, 
and in large swathes of territory in 
the south the government has little 
UHDO� SRZHU�� 3UHVHUYLQJ� VHFXULW\� LQ�
Abyan amidst these circumstances 
KDV� SURYHQ� GL̇FXOW�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
)DGDT��

Despite this, he said, “At the end 
of the day, all those party to the 
FRQÀLFW� DUH� UHVSRQVLEOH�� LQFOXGLQJ�
AQAP and even us in the security of-
¿FH�� ,W�ZDV�RXU� MRE� WR�VHFXUH� WKHVH�
ORFDWLRQV�DQG�ZH�GLGQ¶W��:H�VKRXOG�
KDYH�´�+H�DGGHG�WKDW�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�
into the location of the looted mate-
rials and who stole them were un-

derway, but that due to the security 
VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�LW�ZDV�GL̇-
FXOW�WR�¿QG�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
0RKDPPDG�4DVL� 6DHHG�� D� =LQML-

bar local, reminisces about the 
times he used to visit the museum 
ZLWK� KLV� FKLOGUHQ�� ³7KH� PXVHXP�
used to be a representation of our 
FXOWXUH�� 7KH� DQWLTXHV�� KDQGLFUDIWV�
DQG�GUDZLQJV�UHÀHFW�WKH�ZLOOLQJQHVV�
and determination of our ancestors 
to live a life of comfort despite the 
EDVLF�UHVRXUFHV�WKH\�KDG�DYDLODEOH�´�
WKH� ���\HDU�ROG� VDLG�� ³7KDW� SODFH�
used to inspire my children, and 
WDXJKW�WKHP�KRZ�WR�EH�FUHDWLYH�´
7KH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�VSRNH�ZLWK�WKH�

GLUHFWRU� RI� WKH� =LQMLEDU� 0XVHXP��
who said the facility currently hous-
es three families, each consisting 
of about twenty members, many of 
whom are former actors and em-
ployees that used to work at the 
WKHDWHU��
$KPHG� 6DGDQ�� ���� ÀHG� ZLWK� KLV�

family from Ja’ar village of Abyan 
more than two years ago and has 
been living as an IDP in the muse-
XP�HYHU� VLQFH��-D¶DU�KDV� ORQJ�EHHQ�
D� SLYRWDO� FHQWHU� RI� WKH� FRQÀLFW� LQ�
Abyan, beginning in May 2011 when 
$4$3�IRUFHV�¿UVW�WRRN�RYHU�WKH�YLO-

lage and seized control of a large 
weapons cache belonging to the 
DUP\��6LQFH�WKHQ��LW�KDV�RIWHQ�EHHQ�
the sight of clashes between AQAP 
DQG�WKH�DUP\��
³7KH�PXVHXP�KDV����URRPV��HDFK�

one holds anywhere from four to 
HLJKW�SHRSOH�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VL]H�´�
6DGDQ� VDLG�� ³,� OLYH� ZLWK�P\� IDPLO\�
DQG�¿YH�FKLOGUHQ��$OO�RI�XV� VKDUH�D�
EDWKURRP�RQ�WKH�VHFRQG�ÀRRU�ZLWK�
VL[� RWKHU� IDPLOLHV�� 6RPHWLPHV� ZH�
get food assistance from the UN and 
local organizations, but it’s rarely 
HQRXJK��:H�RIWHQWLPHV�KDYH�WR�UHO\�
on ourselves and locals to make up 
WKH�GL̆HUHQFH�´
7KH� +DO� $O�:DKGD� 7KHDWHU� LQ�

=LQMLEDU�LV�DQRWKHU�H[DPSOH�RI�D�UX-
ined facility, devastated beyond re-
SDLU�H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�VPDOO�UHQRYDWLRQV�
made by IDPs and locals to turn 
WKH� EXLOGLQJ� LQWR� D� VKHOWHU�� 6DOHK�
Dokhan, 35, is one of those living in 
WKH� WKHDWHU��+H�DQG�KLV� IDPLO\�DOVR�
ÀHG�IURP�-D¶DU� LQ�-DQXDU\�RI�������
when clashes between militants and 
WKH� DUP\� UHDFKHG� WKHLU� SLQQDFOH��
³7KHUH�ZDV�QRZKHUH�HOVH�WR�JR�´�KH�
VDLG��³,W�ZDVQ¶W�DQ�LGHDO�OLYLQJ�VSDFH�
EXW�ZH�KDG�QR�RWKHU�RSWLRQ�´

Dokhan used to farm the land he 
owned in his home district of Ja’ar, 
but his home was destroyed and his 
VRXUFH� RI� LQFRPH� GLVDSSHDUHG�� ³,�
work in a local restaurant while my 
father earns a daily wage farming in 
D�QHDUE\�¿HOG�´�KH� VDLG�� ³+RZHYHU��
WKLV�LVQ¶W�HQRXJK�WR�D̆RUG�UHQW�IRU�D�
QHZ�DSDUWPHQW�KHUH��:H¶UH�OHIW�KHUH�
in the theater until our homes are 
UHEXLOW�´
7KH� 1'&� RXWFRPHV� SDVVHG� LQ�

January 2014 obligate the govern-
ment to undergo massive recon-
struction campaigns in the gover-
QRUDWHV�RI�+DMMD��6D¶DGD�DQG�$E\DQ��
ZKLFK� DOO� H[SHULHQFHG� FRQVLGHU-
able violence over the past several 
\HDUV��$UWLFOH���RI�WKH�¿QGLQJV�RI�WKH�
1'&¶V� 7UDQVLWLRQDO� -XVWLFH� :RUN-
LQJ�*URXS�VWDWHV��³7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�
should promptly take proper ac-
tions to rebuild the damaged public 
and private buildings caused by the 
DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�LQ�6D¶DGD��$E\DQ�DQG�

Hajja governorates in addition to 
SD\LQJ�UHSDUDWLRQV�WR�YLFWLPV�´

Dokhan is hopeful that despite 
Yemen’s fragile political situation, 
the powers that be will live up to 
these promises and rebuild his 
KRPH��

However so far, he and his fam-
ily’s relationship with government 
authorities has been less than en-
FRXUDJLQJ�� ³/RFDO� DXWKRULWLHV� DUH�
constantly trying to evict us from 
the theater, but there’s too many of 
XV��DQG�ZH�DOZD\V�HQG�XS�VWD\LQJ�´

Nasser Hussein, the deputy di-
UHFWRU� RI� $E\DQ¶V� &XOWXUDO� $̆DLUV�
2̇FH�� WKH�PLQLVWU\¶V�EUDQFK� LQ�WKH�
governorate, claimed the minis-
WHU� YLVLWHG� WKH� =LQMLEDU� 0XVHXP�
in December 2014, during which 
time he claimed that the ministry, 
in collaboration with the ministries 
of defense and interior, laid out a 
timeline for the renovation of these 
IDFLOLWLHV� WR� WDNH� SODFH�� +RZHYHU��
with the resignation of the Cabinet 
in January, in particular Minister of 
Culture Arwa Othman, the plan has 
EHHQ�SXW�RQ�KROG��KH�VDLG��7KH�<H-
PHQ�7LPHV�FRQWDFWHG�<DK\D�6DOHK��
&KDLUPDQ� RI� WKH� 7KHDWHU� 'HSDUW-
ment in Yemen’s Ministry of Cul-
ture, who claimed that the plan 
would be reactivated once a new 
JRYHUQPHQW�LV�IRUPHG��

According to the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR), 334,000 IDPs 
from Abyan were reported to have 
ÀHG� WR� QHLJKERULQJ� JRYHUQRUDWHV�
VXFK� DV� $GHQ� DQG� /DKM� EHWZHHQ�
2012 and 2013 as a result of the 
¿JKWLQJ� EHWZHHQ� $4$3� DQG� WKH�
DUP\��
0DKHU� 7DKD�� D� KLVWRU\� WHDFKHU�

DW� WKH� $O�6DODP� SULPDU\� VFKRRO� LQ�
=LQMLEDU��VDLG�KH�DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKDW�
Abyan’s cultural legacy has been 
SDUWLDOO\�ORVW�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�¿JKW-
LQJ��+RZHYHU�� WKH����\HDU�ROG� VDLG�
KH�GRHV�QRW�OHW�LW�D̆HFW�KLP��³+XQ-
dreds of thousands of people have 
been displaced and need food, shel-
WHU� DQG�KHDOWK� FDUH�´�KH� VDLG�� ³2XU�
number one concern should be pro-
YLGLQJ�WKDW��5HEXLOGLQJ�WKH�PXVHXP�
ZLOO�KDYH�WR�ZDLW�´�

$E\DQ�GHFODUHG�µFXOWXUDOO\�D̈LFWHG¶

Plans to renovate damaged museums and other cultural sites have 
been put on hold following the resignation of the government. 

un
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Fareed Al-Homaid

While participat-
ing in one of 
the many anti-
Houthi protests 
to take place 

outside Sana’a University in recent 
months, Howida Al-Mathhagi, a 
youth activist, was assaulted by 
Houthi supporters.

“They insulted me by calling me 
vulgar words and one of them tried 
WR�WDNH�R̆�P\�+LMDE�´�VKH�UHFDOOHG��

The men had Houthi slogans plas-
tered on their guns and they were 
carrying Houthi posters, she said. 
She previously saw them chant-
LQJ�WKH�JURXS¶V�³'HDWK�WR�$PHULFD´�
VORJDQ� LQ� DW� DWWHPSW� WR�PẌH� WKH�
voices of protesters calling for the 
militants to leave their city. 

Al-Mathhagi resisted attempts by 
WKH�PDQ� WR� WDNH� R̆� KHU� KLMDE�� EXW�
she was forced into a car along with 
two other youth activists.

Once in the car, Al-Mathhagi 
claims the men told her that they 
would kill her and nobody would 
miss her or look for her. They ac-
cused her of being a member of 
³'DHVK�´� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKH� ,VODPLF�
6WDWH� RI� ,UDT� DQG� WKH� /HYDQW�� DQG�
told her not to leave home alone. 

“They warned me not to leave my 
house without a mahram [a male 
relative]. They told me that a wom-
an’s proper place is at home and 
WKUHDWHQHG�WR�DWWDFN�PH� LI� ,�JR�RXW�
ZLWKRXW�D�PDKUDP�DJDLQ�´�

Al-Mathhagi was released a short 
time after being kidnapped, shoved 
out of the car in a neighborhood 
near Al-Ribat Street, she said. One 

of the other activists forced into the 
car with her, Fouad Al-Hamdani, 
was not let out. He was taken to an 
unknown location and tortured, she 
said. 

This happened on Jan. 31. Ac-
cording to Al-Mathhagi, hundreds 
of men and dozens of women par-
ticipated in the demonstration. 
The protesters were attacked and 
dispersed at City Mart roundabout, 
near Sana'a University, by doz-
HQV�RI�PHQ�ZKRP�VKH�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�
Houthis, some with guns and others 
with knives or batons. 
7KLV�ZDV�QHLWKHU�WKH�¿UVW�QRU�ODVW�

violent crackdown by supporters of 
the Houthis.

Days earlier, on Jan. 25, another 
protest against the Houthis took 
place at Sana’a University. Asaad 
$O�,PDG��D�ORFDO�MRXUQDOLVW�ZKR�SDU-
ticipated in the demonstration, es-
timated the number of female par-
ticipants to be about 15. According 
WR� $O�,PDG�� D� QXPEHU� RI� +RXWKLV�
showed up, armed with knives and 
batons. “Houthis attacked us, they 

didn't exclude women. They physi-
cally attacked women and insulted 
WKHP�´�KH�VDLG��
³,�DVNHG�WKHP�SROLWHO\�QRW�WR�EHDW�

or insult women who were with us 
in the protest but they said that 
they would not exclude anyone 
participating in anti-Ansar Allah 
[Houthi] demonstrations, regard-
OHVV�RI� WKHLU� VH[�´�$O�,PDG� WROG� WKH�
Yemen Times.

There is no evidence yet that 
the group’s leadership is ordering 
its supporters to violently clamp 
down on peaceful demonstrators. 
However, the Houthis—who have 
positioned themselves in charge of 
security in the capital—have made 
QR�H̆RUWV�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�SURWHVWHUV��
,Q�SUHYLRXV�VWDWHPHQWV�WR�WKH�<H-

men Times, spokespeople for the 
group have claimed that “there are 
parties who seek to attack protest-
HUV� XQGHU� +RXWKL� FRYHU´� DQG� WKDW�
“the security apparatus is respon-
VLEOH�IRU�SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�SURWHVWHUV�´�

However, this is something Mo-
hammad Hizam, deputy head of the 
Public Relations Department at the 
0LQLVWU\�RI�,QWHULRU��SUHYLRXVO\�WROG�
the Yemen Times is impossible as 
“the current situation of the country 
doesn’t allow the interior ministry 
WR�LQWHUYHQH�´
)RU�$O�,PDG��WKH�+RXWKLV¶�UHIXVDO�

to take responsibility for protect-
ing peaceful protesters—including 
women—and the numerous assaults 
on women by Houthi supporters, is 
a clear indication of things to come: 
“Women’s rights are in danger in 
the cities that are controlled by the 
+RXWKLV�´�$O�,PDG�FODLPV��

Repeated harassment 
Protests are not the only place wom-
en have been harassed by Houthi 
supporters. Multiple women have 
reported that Houthis positioned in 
Sana’a University have threatened 
them and ordered them to change 
the way they dress. 
5DVKD� $EGXOND¿�� D� ���\HDU�ROG�

VWXGHQW� LQ� WKH�)DFXOW\� RI� ,QIRUPD-
tion at Sana'a University, shared 
her story with the Yemen Times. 
6KH� UHJXODUO\� ZHDUV� D� ORQJ� MDFNHW�
rather than an abaya, a long black 
GUHVV�ZRUQ�E\�WKH�ODUJH�PDMRULW\�RI�
Yemeni women. One day while on 
her way to class she was stopped by 
Houthis at the entrance to the uni-
YHUVLW\�DQG�DVNHG�WR�VKRZ�KHU�,'��
³$V�,�VKRZHG�WKHP�P\�XQLYHUVLW\�

,'�� WKH\� VDLG� WKDW� LW� ZDV� VKDPHIXO�
IRU�PH�WR�GUHVV�OLNH�WKDW�´�$EGXOND¿�
VDLG�� ³,� WROG� WKHP� WKDW� LW� ZDV� P\�
personal freedom and my fam-
ily allows me to go out from home 
GUHVVHG�OLNH�WKDW�´�
,W� GLG� QRW� VWRS� WKHUH�� KRZHYHU��

³$�ZHHN� ODWHU��ZKLOH� ,�ZDV�ZDONLQJ�
next to the student dorm inside the 
university, three armed Houthis 
followed me and started saying vul-
gar words to me and they said that 
LI� ,� FRPH� WR� WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�ZLWKRXW�
putting on an abaya they would un-
GUHVV�PH��,�ZDV�UHDOO\�VKRFNHG�DQG�
VDG� WR� KHDU� WKDW�� ,� KDYHQ
W� KHDUG�
such a horrible and mean threat be-
IRUH�´
)ROORZLQJ�WKH�LQFLGHQW��$EGXOND¿�

was afraid to come forward. Her 
friends convinced her to tell her 
story to local media, but she did so 
anonymously. “Two weeks after, the 
Houthis did the same thing to Hiba 
$O�'XEKDQL��:KHQ�WKH\�GLG�VR�,�GH-
cided not to remain silent against 
WKHVH�EDUEDULF�DQG�PHDQ�SUDFWLFHV�´�

While on her way to class one 
day, Sana’a University student Hiba 
Al-Dubhani was also ordered by 
Houthi militants stationed at the 
entrance of the campus to put on an 
abaya. At the time she was wearing 
D� ORQJ� MDFNHW� DQG� MHDQV²XQFRP-
mon, but by no means against the 
law or university dress code. 

“Three gunmen stopped me at 
WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ZD\�,�
GUHVV��,�WROG�WKHP�LW¶V�QRQH�RI�WKHLU�
business. And because they were 
armed they told me they would take 
R̆�P\�SDQWV��WKUHDWHQLQJ�WR�XQGUHVV�

PH�´�$O�'XEKDQL�WROG�$O�$UDE\D�79�
channel in December. “After that 
they sent one of the students from 
WKH�)DFXOW\�RI�,QIRUPDWLRQ�WR�PH�WR�
WHOO�PH�WKDW�,�ZLOO�QRW�EH�DOORZHG�WR�
JHW� LQWR� WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�XQOHVV�,�SXW�
RQ�DQ�DED\D�´�

Following the incident, Parlia-
ment member and activist Ahmed 
Saif Hashid wrote on his Facebook 
page: “Cover up or we will undress 
you: the language of the barbaric 
militias that occupy Sana'a Univer-
VLW\�´

The Houthis denied responsi-
bility. The Student Revolutionary 
Committee (SRC), an armed group 
inside the university which claims 
to be a student-led, is loyal to the 
Houthis. The group released a 
statement on the incident at the be-
ginning of December. 

“Referring to the story of our 
classmate Hiba Al-Dubhani, who 
claimed that one of the students 
named Mohammad Al-Sheikh 
asked her to cover up and insulted 
her, the SRC looked into the matter 
and found that no one from the SRC 
LV� FDOOHG� 0RKDPPHG� $O�6KHLNK�´�
the statement reads.
,Q� DQRWKHU� LQFLGHQW� ZKLFK� WRRN�

place on Dec. 2, it was widely re-
ported by Sana’a University stu-
dents that Houthis took a male 
student away simply for talking to a 
female colleague. The male student 
LQ� TXHVWLRQ��$OL�$O�-DUDGL�� UHFHQWO\�
spoke to the Yemen Times about 
the incident.
³,� ZDV� WDONLQJ� WR� RQH� RI� P\� IH-

male classmates when two armed 
Houthis came to us and told us 
not to speak again, saying that it is 
DJDLQVW�,VODPLF�WHDFKLQJV�´�VDLG�$O�
Jaradi, who studies in the Faculty 
RI� ,QIRUPDWLRQ�� ³7KH� WZR� DUPHG�
Houthis tried to arrest the girl but 
our classmates refused and argued 
with the Houthis, and they were un-
DEOH�WR�GHWDLQ�KHU�´�

“After ten minutes, four armed 
Houthis came to arrest us. My fe-
male classmate went to the ladies’ 
cafeteria inside the campus to avoid 
arrest. Two of the Houthis arrested 
me. They took me to a small room 
next to the Faculty of Computer Sci-
ence. They kept telling me that it's 
not acceptable to talk to women and 
WKDW�P\�FODVVPDWH�DQG�,�KDYH�YLRODW-
HG�WKH�,VODPLF�WHDFKLQJV�E\�WDONLQJ�
WR� HDFK� RWKHU� SULYDWHO\�´� $O�-DUDGL�
said he was released an hour later. 
The Houthis, via the SRC, denied 
responsibility for this incident in 
the same statement.

“As for our classmate Ali Al-Ja-
UDGL�� ZH� FRQ¿UP� WKDW� KH� FDPH� WR�
XV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�¿JKW�DQG�
that he wanted us to help control 
the situation. As a result, two of the 

SRC members accompanied him in 
RUGHU�WR�¿QG�RXW�ZKDW�ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ��
While they were walking together, 
a photo was taken by someone in 
a clever way to portray the SRC 
members as arresting Al-Jaradi. 
The photo was used by some news-
papers and websites to support the 
VWRU\�WKH\�PDGH�XS�´�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�
read.

The Yemen Times obtained a 
copy of the photo from Al-Jaradi, 
ZKR� FRQ¿UPHG� LWV� DXWKHQWLFLW\��
However, he claims the SRC is ly-
ing about the context. “One of the 
students took a photo of me being 
DUUHVWHG�E\�WZR�DUPHG�+RXWKLV�´�KH�
said. 
+RXWKL� PLOLWDQWV� ṘFLDOO\� ZLWK-

drew from the university on Dec. 
���DIWHU� WZR�PRQWKV�RI� FRQWLQXRXV�
protests against them by students 
and professors from the university. 
Since that time, the Houthis were 
replaced by men in police uniform. 
However, many students claim the 
police are simply Houthis in dis-
guise. Al-Jaradi even said he has 
LGHQWL¿HG� RQH� RI� WKH� PHQ� GUHVVHG�
in police uniform as being the same 
person who detained him previ-
ously. 

Fears for the future
$EGXOND¿� VD\V� VKH� KDV� IDFHG� UH-
peated threats and insults from 
Houthis. “On the commemoration 
RI� )HE�� ��� >EHJLQQLQJ� RI� WKH� �����
uprising] that took place this year, 
,� SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ� D� SURWHVW� DJDLQVW�
the Houthis in front of the UN’s 
building on Al-Zubairi Street in the 
capital. Houthi militias who tried 
to disperse the demonstration in-
sulted me publicly. They said to the 
people who were participating in 
the protest that it was shameful for 
them to be led by such a girl, who 
doesn't dress in an abaya. They ac-
cused me of being a spy for the West 
and a member of Daesh at the same 
time—simply for choosing not to 
ZHDU�DQ�DED\D�´
$EGXOND¿�VD\V�WKDW�<HPHQL�ZRP-

HQ
V� OLPLWHG� IUHHGRPV� DUH� LQ� MHRS-
ardy. However, she says women 
will resist oppression by the group. 
³+RXWKL� SUDFWLFHV� DUH� DQ� H̆RUW� WR�
control women and prevent them 
from having their most basic rights. 
,�DP�TXLWH�VXUH�WKDW�WKHVH�SUDFWLFHV�
will make open minded people in 
general and women in particular re-
sist the Houthis and as a result the 
Houthis’ days will come to an end 
YHU\�VRRQ�´

However, other women have 
been scared into changing the way 
they dress and how often they leave 
home without a mahram—if at all. 
Another student from Sana'a Uni-
versity, speaking to the Yemen 

Times on condition of anonym-
ity, said she was bothered by the 
+RXWKLV� MXVW� IRU� SXWWLQJ� RQ� D� VW\O-
LVK�FRORUHG�KLMDE�DQG�D�VW\OLVK�VKRUW�
MDFNHW�RYHU�WRS�RI�KHU�$ED\D�WR�SUR-
tect her from the cold. She too was 
told by armed Houthis at the uni-
versity to cover up.
³,�MXVW�UHPDLQHG�VLOHQW�DQG�JRW�UH-

ally scared. They asked me to dress 
PRUH�FRQVHUYDWLYHO\��7KH�QH[W�GD\�,�
SXW�RQ�D�YHLO�DQG�WRRN�R̆�P\�MDFNHW��
ZKLFK�,�UHDOO\�OLNH�DQG�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�
RQ�´�VKH�VDLG�� ³,�GHFLGHG� WR�SXW�RQ�
D�YHLO«�QRW�EHFDXVH�,�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�
VR�EXW�EHFDXVH�,�DP�DIUDLG�+RXWKLV�
ZLOO�NHHS�ERWKHULQJ�PH�´

As long as the Houthis control 
Sana’a, she says, she will continue 
to wear a veil to avoid any problems. 

For Howida Al-Mathhagi, the 
youth protester kidnapped by the 
Houthis earlier this year, there is 
no doubt women's freedoms in the 
capital are in danger. 

“Women in the capital will have 
PRUH�GL̇FXOWLHV�OLYLQJ�IUHHO\�LQ�WKH�
days to come. Houthis are a group 
of people who consider women as 
inferior creatures. They pretend to 
EH�FLYLOL]HG�LQ�WKHLU�ṘFLDO�SROLWLFDO�
stance toward women but what we 
experience in the areas under their 
FRQWURO�LV�WRWDOO\�GL̆HUHQW�´

What does the Houthis’ rise mean for women?

Hiba Al-Dubhani claims she was 
told by Houthis to cover up or 
she would not be allowed into 
Sana’a University. 

Ali Al-Jaradi (blue striped shirt) claims he was detained on campus 
by two armed Houthis, who accused him of violating “Islamic teach-
ings” simply for talking to a female colleague.

5DVKD�$EGXOND¿�WROG�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�VKH�ZDV�UHSHDWHGO\�KDUDVVHG�
at Sana’a University by armed Houthis who ordered her to wear an 
abaya and threatened to sexually assault her. 

This is part one of a two-part series on the Houthis and women’s 
rights. Part one looks at how women in Sana’a have been 
D̆HFWHG�VLQFH�WKH�+RXWKLV¶� WDNHRYHU�RI� WKH�FDSLWDO�RQ�6HSW��21. 
3DUW�WZR��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�SXEOLVKHG�RQ�0DUFK�5, will examine the 
GL̆HUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�PRYHPHQW¶V�SURIHVVHG�YDOXHV�UHJDUGLQJ�
ZRPHQ�DQG�KRZ�ZRPHQ�DUH�DFWXDOO\�EHLQJ�WUHDWHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�
the situation for women in other governorates under Houthi 
FRQWURO��VXFK�DV�6D¶DGD�DQG�$PUDQ�

  Part I
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B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWA R D

 � Indian, with 20 years 
experience in 
commercial 
correspondence and 
executive secretary, well 
versed in 
correspondence and all 
office routines, seeking 
immediate suitable 
placement. 733767686, 
nmdevan2003@yahoo.
co.in

 � Male, holds master 
degree in English and 
ICDL in computer, 6 year 
experience in teaching, 
available as a tutor or for 
any job that requires 
English. 77758466, 

736974711.
 � Nashwan Hasan, BA 

Accountant, 7 years 
experience, seeks to 
work in an organization 
where English is essntial. 
771580509, 777228719

 � OSHA certified, with 20 
years Gulf exp. in oil & 
gas, variety of HSE, 
safety fields, including 
fire fighting, health and 
sfety, 2 years Gulf exp. 
in construction.  
jmlsalem@yahoo.com

 � Teacher of math, physics 
and chemistry in English 
seeks work at school. 
735694439 

 � Male, bachelor’s degree 
in English language, 

diploma in marketing & 
computer science, 
experienced as an 
operations officer, 
treasurer and teacher. 
Looking for any job that 
requires English. 
777004207

 � Female, BA in Arabic 
literature, very good 
written and spoken 
French/English, seeks 
work as a babysitter for a 
foreign family (Aden or 
Taiz). 737168816

 � Rainbow School is 
requesting female 
teachers for Arabic, 
English and Maths, with 
no less than 3 years 
experience, to teach 
elementary grades. 
Fluent and non-accented 
English language is 
required. Contact: 
733811430, 733406194. 
Email: emma5565@
yahoo.com 

 � Required, experienced 
housemaid to work in 

Sana’a. She must be 
able to speak English. 
Send an email to 
ccaruso87@yahoo.com, 
mention your full name, 
nationality, contact 
teelphone, and how long 
you have been in Yemen.

 � A Yemeni government 
body wishes to hire a full 
time media and PR 
person. Candidates must 
have experience in 
working with the media 
and presenting the 
authority in public. 
English is favorable. 
Applicants must send 
their CVs and cover 
letter to yasinsaif@gmail.
com 

 � For Sale: Galaxy 3 
Sprint phones, brand 
new from USA for $200 
or best offer. 773691845

 � A comfortable modern 
car is available with its 
English-speaking driver, 
for touring Sana’a. Call 
Hashim at 736147911.

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire 
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, 
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, Tourism 254032, 
TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-
Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
        
cAR RENtALS

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

cAR SHOWROOMS & SPARE PARtS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

cOMPutER EducAtION 
ANd INStItutES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

cOuRIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

fREIgHt fORWARdERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPItALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOtELS

Royal Crown Hotel & Suites 
01406661 406681
L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSuRANcE cOMPANIES
 
UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55
Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

REStAuRANtS
 
Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
 417391
My Pie  431999

ScHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2 
                                               Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools
 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SuPERMARKEtS
 
Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

tRANSLAtIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.                     Tel: 01-240515

tRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6
           
uNIVERSItIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINIStRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
 01-294579
Ministry of Defence  01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

åUàà�ÑÃWLN
�

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

U�For Sale       U�Job vacancies
U�Buying        U�Job seekers 
U�Housing available  U��Other
U�Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

  OPINION

For more information...
please visit our complex off Baghdad Street near the Sana’a Trade Center or contact us at;

Tel.: +967 -1- 445 482/3/4    Fax: +967 -1- 448 037     www.yaliefl.org      Email: info@yaliefl.org
F: The Yemen-America Language Institute

Term
February 8 – March 12, 2015 165

Yemen’s Premier Language Institute Since 1975
�¬DDHgDDN�kDDD�DDDDD�H�¬DDD�DDDN}DDDDI'¹+���¬DDDDDD¢DD�DD«H+�bDDDDDDD¥DD�½+

Taiz
Al-Ekhwa roundabout:04/221510 

Al-Saeed center 04/252614

Sana’a
Hadda street: 01/465622

Al-Steen street 01/454858

Aden
Al-Moala :  02/240220                                   

Aden Mall: 02/263088

Ibb
Taiz street :04/416962

Mona Alami
Atlantic Council

First published Feb. 26

A s the pressure on the 
Islamic State (ISIS or 
ISIL) mounts against 
the backdrop of co-
alition attacks and a 

.XUGLVK� R̆HQVLYH� LQ� 6\ULD¶V� 5DTTD�
region, militant recruitment has 
become a pressing matter for the 
radical organization, which has lost 
PDQ\�¿JKWHUV�LQ�FODVKHV�DURXQG�,UDT�
DQG� 6\ULD�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� 6\U-
LDQ�2EVHUYDWRU\� IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�
�62+5���RXW�RI� ������SHRSOH�NLOOHG�
GXULQJ� WKH� .REDQL� EDWWOHV�� ��� SHU-
FHQW� EHORQJHG� WR� ,6,/��2Q� )HE�� ����
���� ¿JKWHUV� GLHG� DFURVV� 6\ULD�� LQ-
FOXGLQJ� IRUW\�IRXU� ,6,/� PLOLWDQWV��
*LYHQ�PRXQWLQJ�ORVVHV��,6,/�H[SDQ-
sion has relied on a two-pronged 
recruitment approach: Targeting 
foreigners looking to join the new 
caliphate and enlisting members 
RI� WKH� ORFDO� SRSXODWLRQ�� :KLOH� WKH�
IRUHLJQ� UHFUXLWPHQW� VWUDWHJ\� DS-
pears successful, local recruitment 
IDFHV�JURZLQJ�REVWDFOHV�LQ�6\ULD�DQG�
,UDT���,6,/�KDV�UHOLHG�RQ�D�SRZHUIXO�
EUDQGLQJ� VWUDWHJ\��GL̆XVLQJ� YLROHQW�
images on social media, YouTube, 
DQG� 7ZLWWHU�� 7KH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� KDV�
UHOHDVHG� VHYHUDO� GRFXPHQWDULHV�
ERDVWLQJ�LWV�PLOLWDU\�H[SORLWV�VXFK�DV�
WKH�)ODPHV�RI�:DU� IHDWXULQJ�KHURLF�
jihadists and gruesome footage of 
ERPELQJV�DQG�H[HFXWLRQV��7KLV�V\V-
WHPDWLF� JODPRUL]DWLRQ� RI� YLROHQFH�
has allowed the terror group to at-
WUDFW�IRUHLJQ�UHFUXLWV��,Q�-DQXDU\��D�
QHZ� VWXG\� E\� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� &HQWHU�
IRU� WKH�6WXG\�RI�5DGLFDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�
Political Violence estimated that 
WKH� QXPEHU� RI� IRUHLJQ� ¿JKWHUV� LQ�
,UDT� DQG� 6\ULD� KDG� UHDFKHG� DERXW�
�������
,6,/¶V�ORFDO�UHFUXLWPHQW�DSSURDFK�

has been described in Idarat Al 
Tawahosh, (The Management of 
6DYDJHU\��� D� ERRN� ZULWWHQ� E\� $EX�

%DNU�1DML� LQ� ������ZKLFK� ,6,/� KDV�
DGRSWHG�� 1DML� DUJXHV� WKDW� WKH� ¿UVW�
step for recruitment is “the creation 
RI� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� WR� LPSURYH� WKH�
management of the areas under our 
FRQWURO�´�,6,/�DSSOLHG�WKLV�WHFKQLTXH�
LQLWLDOO\�IROORZLQJ�LWV�VXUJH�LQ�-XQH��
7KH� JURXSV� PDQDJHG� HYHU\WKLQJ�
from bakeries and banks to schools, 
FRXUWV��DQG�PRVTXHV�LQ�5DTTD��2QH�
DFWLYLVW� DGPLWWHG� DW� WKDW� WKH� WLPH�
that the organization had been do-
LQJ�³PDVVLYH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�ZRUN�´

A second recruitment tool imag-
LQHG� E\�1DML� ZDV� WKH�PDQLSXODWLRQ�
RI�WULEDO�DQWDJRQLVP�LQ�IDYRU�RI�WKH�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� ,6,/� DWWHPSWHG� WR�
mobilize Arab crowds ahead of the 
EDWWOH� RI� 7HO� +DPLV� LQ� 6\ULD� ODVW�
\HDU� XVLQJ� ÀDJUDQW� DQWL�.XUGLVK�
GLVFRXUVH�� ,Q� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� 1D-
ML¶V� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ� WR� XVH� PRQH\�
RU� SRZHU� DV� LQFHQWLYHV�� DFWLYLVWV� LQ�
5DTTD�UHSRUW�WKDW�,6,/�R̆HUHG�FDVK�
DQG� VDED\D� �IHPDOH� VODYHV�� WR� ORFDO�
tribal leaders to encourage them 
WR� VZHDU� DOOHJLDQFH�� ,QGRFWULQDW-
LQJ� ORFDO� SRSXODWLRQV� DQG� LWV� \RXWK�
ZDV� DQRWKHU� FRUQHUVWRQH� WR� 1DML¶V�
PDQLIHVWR��6LQFH� LWV� LQFHSWLRQ�� ,6,/�
KDV� LPSRVHG� UHOLJLRXV� DQG�PLOLWDU\�
WUDLQLQJ� RQ� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH� 5DTTD�
SURYLQFH��7KH� VDPH�DFWLYLVWV� UHSRUW�
that the group uses two training 
camps—Sharea Ashbal and Maahad 
Ashbal al-Khilafa—to indoctrinate 
DQG� WUDLQ� FKLOGUHQ�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� D�
6\ULDQ� +XPDQ� 5LJKWV� &RPPLWWHH�
UHSRUW� LQ�$XJXVW��DW� OHDVW�����FKLO-
GUHQ� XQGHU� ��� KDG� EHHQ� UHFUXLWHG�
E\� ,6,/�� 2WKHU� UHSRUWV� KLJKOLJKW�
WKH� PRUH� WKDQ� WKLUW\� NLGV� ¿JKWLQJ�
ZLWK�,6,/�LQ�.REDQL��$Q�,6,/�GHIHF-
tor said that militants targeted the 
\RXQJ� WR� EUHDN� GRZQ� WUDGLWLRQDO�
DXWKRULW\�VWUXFWXUHV��$OOLDQFH�WR�WKH�
IDPLO\�DQG�WR�WKH�WULEH��
:KLOH� WKHVH� VWUDWHJLHV� VXFFHHGHG�

LQLWLDOO\�� WKH\� DSSHDU� PRUH� GL̇-
cult to maintain in the wake of the 
continuous coalition, Kurdish, and 
6KLD� PLOLWLD� DWWDFNV� RQ� ,6,/�� 7KH�

FRXQWHU�R̆HQVLYHV�KDYH�NLOOHG�PDQ\�
militants and disrupted the transfer 
of goods between regions under the 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�FRQWURO��1DML¶V�JRYHU-
nance tool appears to be faltering 
as residents in ISIL-controlled ar-
HDV� LQFUHDVLQJO\� FRPSODLQ� RI� ULVLQJ�
food and fuel prices and declining 
VHUYLFHV�� 7KH� SULFH� RI� VWDSOHV� VXFK�
DV�EUHDG�KDV�DOVR�ULVHQ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
DQG� EDVLF� SURGXFWV� KDYH� EHFRPH�
VFDUFH�� ,6,/� KDV� VLQFH� UHVRUWHG� WR�
DJJUHVVLYH�PHDQV�IRU�\RXWK�UHFUXLW-
ment, triggering resentment in 
VRPH�DUHDV��2QH�,UDTL�DFWLYLVW�QRWHV�
that the organization often recruits 
children without the knowledge or 
DSSURYDO�RI�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��OHDGLQJ�WR�
D�GURS�LQ�VFKRRO�DWWHQGDQFH��$�ZDYH�
RI�FRQVFULSWLRQ�DPRQJ�\RXWK�LQ�0R-
VXO��+DZLMD��DQG�.LUNXN�LQ�,UDT�KDV�
in some cases led to kidnappings to 
FRHUFH�IDPLOLHV�WR�SURYLGH�WKHP�ZLWK�
¿JKWHUV��DOWKRXJK�UHSRUWV�FRXOG�QRW�
EH� LQGHSHQGHQWO\� FRQ¿UPHG��� ,6,/�
PLOLWDQWV� DOVR� DUUHVWHG� ��� H[�¿JKW-
HUV�LQ�WKH�1XVUD�)URQW�DQG�UHEHO�IDF-
WLRQV�IURP�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�$EULKD�DQG�
town of Al-Sahil and trained them in 
sharia camps before sending them 
WR�EDWWOHIURQWV��6\ULDQ�DFWLYLVWV�VDLG�
that ISIL also began forcing male 
members of foreign families that had 
FRPH�WR�OLYH�LQ�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH��EXW�
GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�¿JKW��WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�
LQ�EDWWOHV���$V�D�UHVXOW��,6,/�KDV�VXI-
IHUHG� LQFUHDVHG�GHIHFWLRQV� LQ�6\ULD��
SDUWLFXODUO\�DIWHU�WKH�IDOO�RI�.REDQL��
0LOLWDQWV�KDYH�WULHG�WR�UHWXUQ�KRPH�
RU� MRLQ�RWKHU�JURXSV��,6,/�H[HFXWHG�
���� MLKDGLVWV�ZKR�DWWHPSWHG� WR�GH-
IHFW��'HIHFWLRQV�KDYH�OHIW�WKH�RUJDQL-
]DWLRQ�SRVVLEO\� IDFLQJ�D�VKRUWDJH�RI�
ZLOLQJ�PDUW\UV��2WKHU�UHSRUWV�SRLQW�
WR�,6,/�SROLFH�DUUHVWLQJ�����¿JKWHUV�
LQ�5DTTD�IRU�QRW�UHSRUWLQJ�IRU�GXW\��
7KH�VDPH�,UDTL�DFWLYLVW�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�
WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�EDQQHG�WUXFN�GULY-
HUV� IURP� WUDQVSRUWLQJ� ,6,/� ¿JKWHUV�
WR� OLPLW� GHVHUWLRQ�� ,Q� ERWK� 5DTTD�
and Mosul, the transit of residents 
LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�WKH�FLW\�KDV�EHHQ�FORVH-

O\�PRQLWRUHG��
'HFUHDVLQJ� KXPDQ� UHVRXUFHV�

PD\�DFFRXQW� IRU� ,6,/� UHSRVLWLRQLQJ�
DFURVV�DUHDV�XQGHU� LWV�FRQWURO��,6,/�
KDG� WR� WUDQVIHU� LQ� ODWH� 'HFHPEHU�
���� &KHFKHQV�� $IJKDQV�� DQG� 6\U-
LDQV� ZLWK� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV� WR� WKH� FLW\�
RI�7HO�$̆DU� ���NP�ZHVW�RI�0RVXO���
ZKLFK�ZDV� VFHQH� RI� KHDY\� ¿JKWLQJ��
The number of Islamic State check-
points and patrols also dwindled in 
WKH�6\ULDQ�ERUGHU�WRZQ�RI�$O�%RND-
PHO�LQ�-DQXDU\�ZLWK�WURRSV�SRVVLEO\�
IXQQHOOHG�LQWR�,UDT�
,6,/�UHOLHV�KHDYLO\�RQ�WKH�OR\DOW\�RI�

ERWK� LWV� PXKDMLUHHQ� �IRUHLJQ� ¿JKW-
ers) base and ansar (local support-
HUV��� :KLOH� WKH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V� VXF-
cesses bolstered its appeal among 
IRUHLJQ�¿JKWHUV��ZDUORUGV��DQG�WULEHV�
ZKHWKHU�LQ�6\ULD�RU�,UDT��QHZ�ORVVHV�
PD\�EH� VWDUWLQJ� WR� FKLS� DZD\�DW� LWV�
DXUD� RI� SRZHU�� 7KH� UDWH� RI� UHFUXLW-
PHQW�KDV�GURSSHG�E\�PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�
LQ�)HEUXDU\��RQO\����UHFUXLWHG��FRP-
SDUHG� WR� -DQXDU\� ������ &RPSDUH�
WKLV�¿JXUH�WR�-XQH�������ZKHQ�QHDU-
O\� ����� ¿JKWHUV� KDG� MRLQHG� ,6,6��
Growing defections, rising tensions, 
and declining local recruitment puts 
added pressure on ISIL and pro-
YLGHV� WKH� 86�OHG� FRDOLWLRQ� DQG� WKH�
%DJGDG�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLWK�D�ZLQGRZ�
RI�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�GHJUDGH�WKH�RUJD-
QL]DWLRQ�� %XW� LQ� ,UDT�� RWKHU� VRFLDO��
political, and economic reasons 
DFFRXQW� IRU� ORFDO� VXSSRUW� RI� ,6,/��
1DML¶V�WDFWLF�XVLQJ�WULEDO�DQWDJRQLVP�
WR�EUHHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�OR\DOW\�PD\�
QRW�KDYH�KDG�HQRXJK�WLPH�WR�VLQN�LQ��
EXW�IRU�PDQ\�6XQQLV²SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�

,UDT²QR�FUHGLEOH�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�,6,/�
KDV�HPHUJHG��7KH�,UDTL�JRYHUQPHQW�
will need to take concerted steps to 
GL̆XVH�VHFWDULDQ�WHQVLRQV�DQG�SUHV-
HQW� LWVHOI� DV� WKDW� DOWHUQDWLYH�� ,6,/�
DOVR� EHQH¿WV� IURP� WKH� XVH� RI� ERWK�
6\ULDQ�DQG�,UDTL�WHUULWRU\�DFFRUGLQJ�
WR� LWV�PLOLWDU\�QHHGV��7KH� DQWL�,6,/�
coalition will need a more compre-
KHQVLYH�DSSURDFK�LQ�6\ULD�LI�LW�KRSHV�
WR�ZLQ�WKH�GD\��
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