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Three years after

by Houthis of Al-Qaeda ties

H Ali lbrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, March 2—The Islah
Party accused the Houthis on Sun-
day evening of kidnapping four
of its leaders earlier that day. The
Houthis claim the men were Al-
Qaeda operatives.

“We hold Ansar Allah [the
Houthis] responsible for every-
thing that happens against the
party’s leaders,” Adnan Al-Odaini,
deputy head of Islah’s Media De-
partment, told the Yemen Times.
“We condemn in the strongest
terms the allegations that the four
men who were arrested are con-
nected to Al-Qaeda.”

Islah said the leaders were kid-
napped from the party’s Student
Department in Sana’a, located on
Rabat Street. The four men are Ali
Al-Hadma, Mohammad Al-Sabri,
youth activist Anwar Al-Himyari,
and Habib Al-Ariqi.

The Student Department pub-
lished a statement on Al-Sahwah
Net, the official website of the Islah
Party, on Sunday evening.

“The department demands the
immediate release of all abducted
Islah Party members by armed
Houthis and it holds the group re-
sponsible for any harm they may
incur. The department also warns
against these extrajudicial acts
which threaten the social peace and

Anwar Al-Himyari

Habib Al-Ariqi

A leading figure in the Student
Department of the Islah Party

Head of the Elections Departments
of the Islah Party

security of the entire country,” the
statement read.

Shortly following the statement’s
release, the state-run Saba News
Agency, now under Houthi control,
published an article which claimed
that, “security forces belonging to
the Capital Secretariat arrested
an armed cell linked to Al-Qaeda,
which comprises of a group of field
activists who are linked with Al-
Qaeda and they are headed by a
man named Habib Al-Ariqi.

Saba did not mention that the
men were Islah Party members.

“The Houthis want to escape
their international isolation by
saying they are fighting Al-Qaeda,
the security forces and media out-
lets are under the control of the
Houthis, so we are of course not
surprised by those fabricated alle-
gations,” Al-Odaini told the Yemen
Times.

Ali Al-Hadma Mohammad Al-Sabri

Head of the Students Department
of the Islah Party

Aleading figure in the Student
Department of the Islah Party

Mohammad Al-Imad, a leading
figure in the Islah Party, said that
at least three vehicles filled with
Houthis wearing security forces
uniforms besieged the Student De-
partment and took the men.

“They took them to secret pris-
ons,” he said. “We asked most of
the police stations in the Capital
Secretariat and we could not locate
any of them. We are sure that they
have been disappeared.”

The Yemen Times made repeated
calls to the Sana’a Security Admin-
istration. Requests for comment
were not returned. Capital Secre-
tariat security chief Abdulrazzaq
Al-Moayad and his deputy Abdu-
laziz Al-Qadasi also failed to return
calls. The Security Operations De-
partment declined to answer any
questions regarding the kidnap-
pings.

Salah Al-Ezzi, head of the

Houthis’ Media Department, based
in Sa’ada, told the Yemen Times
that popular committees, “are co-
operating with security forces to
maintain security, there is nothing
inappropriate about these arrests.”

He refused to say where the men
are being held but confirmed that
the men are being “interrogated”
and that if they “are in fact coop-
erating with Al-Qaeda, they will be
imprisoned and tried, otherwise
they will be released.”

Arrests in Ibb governorate
Two of the five men arrested during
anti-Houthi demonstrations in Ibb
on Saturday were released by the
Houthis on Sunday.

The group released journalist
Aziz Al-Samei and Dr. Faris Fuad
Al-Banna, who were kidnapped
along with three others in Ibb city
at Al-Suhool checkpoint during
a demonstration on Saturday at
noon. Ammar Al-Hamati, Hesham
Al-Faqih, and Mohammad Al-Dhu-
biani are still being held.

A source from the Ibb Security
Operations Department said the
men were taken to and being held
at the operations department. He
would only add that, “the arrested
men will be released following an
investigation.”

Continued on page 2

Houthis, GPC: No talks outside Sana’a

H Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, March 1—On Sunday
the Houthis denied reports in local
media that they had agreed to polit-
ical talks outside Sana’a. The group
said the move would be a waste of
time.

Mohammad  Al-Bukhaiti, a
member of the Houthi Political Of-
fice, said that moving the political
dialogue to another governorate is
waste of time and a method to stall
the talks. He said the Houthis re-
jected the three conditions Hadi
stipulated before he would resume
dialogue with the Houthis.

Hadi’s three conditions for re-
turning to talks, made Saturday,
were: Firstly, for the Houthis to re-
linquish their weapons. Second, to
become a political party. And third,
to end their occupation of all state
institutions.

These three conditions follow a
condition stipulated by Hadi on
Thursday, that the talks be moved
out of Sana’a to a governorate not
under Houthi control, preferably
Aden or Taiz.

Al-Bukhaiti said the dialogue be-
gan in Sana’a and will end in Sana’a.

“Those who say there is an alli-
ance between the Houthis and the
General People’s Congress (GPC)
are liars. We coincidently both hap-
pen to agree that there is no need to
move the talks. That does not mean
there is an alliance.”

The GPC rejected calls to move
the talks outside of Sana’a on Sat-
urday. In a statement published on
the party’s official website, Al-Mot-
amar Net, the party said that it re-
jected the calls because, “the GPC is
keen to include all political groups
in the talks and moving it outside of
Sana’a will result in the absence of
some groups, which would use the
change of location as an excuse.”

Abdulmalik Al-Fuhaidi, editor-
in-chief of Al-Motamar Net, told
the Yemen Times that the move
would “deepen the current crisis,”
and repeated Al-Bukhaiti’s claim
that political groups would use the
change of location as an excuse not
to participate.

He also denied that there was an
alliance between the GPC and the
Houtbhis.

In a statement posted on his
Facebook page, UN Envoy to Ye-
men Jamal Benomar clarified the

status of the talks.

A number of parties, including
the Nasserists, the Socialist Party
and Islah, have agreed to move ne-
gotiations to Aden or Taiz. Beno-
mar said the leadership of the three
parties have confirmed their com-
mitment to dialogue and empha-
sized that Yemen must find a safe,
peaceful way out of the current situ-
ation and that the political process
was the way to do that.

Benomar has been in Aden since
Thursday in an effort to convince
Hadi to return to talks. The Social-
ist Party and Islah announced their
withdraw from talks on Feb. 24 in
protest of the kidnapping of several
political party leaders.

Mohammad Al-Sabri, a Nasserist
Party leader, said that dialogue is
the best way out of the current situ-
ation, but that it must be held out-
side Sana’a. “The dialogue would
essentially be at gunpoint in Sana’a.
We refuse to hold it in an occupied
capital,” he said.

The dialogue between various po-
litical parties and the Houthis be-
gan at the Movenpick hotel on Jan.
23, following Hadi resignation over
the besieging of the Presidential

Palace and his personal residence.

Adnan Al-Ubaidi, a leading figure
in the Islah Party, said the party
will move forward with dialogue
provided that it is hosted outside of
Sana’a.

Hirak, or the Southern Move-
ment, withdrew from the nego-
tiations at the Movenpick hotel on

Saturday evening.
Radfan Al-Dubais, a leader and
spokesperson in the Southern

Movement, told the Yemen Times
that, “it is better to move the dia-
logue out of Yemen in order to free
participants from any pressures
they might be subjected to.” He said
Hirak would return to negotiations
when they were relocated outside of
Sana’a.

The latest developments coincide
with the resumption of diplomatic
ties with a number of Gulf coun-
tries. Bahrain, UAE, Qatar and
Saudi Arabia reopened embassies
or consulates in Aden on Friday
and Saturday, in a move of solidar-
ity with Hadi.

Prime Minister Khaled Bahah
remains under house arrest along
with several members of his Cabi-
net.

Shabwa drone

H Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, March 2—Seven mem-
bers of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP) were killed when
a drone stroke hit a vehicle in Shab-
wa governorate late Sunday eve-
ning, according to AQAP.

An AQAP source told the Yemen
Times that the vehicle was carry-
ing ten individuals. The seven men
killed were all from the Al-Dayani
family. The three other individuals
in the vehicle were injured in the
strike. The AQAP source provided
the names of all the inviduals in the
vehicle.

A security source from Shabwa,
speaking to the Yemen Times on

strike Kills 7 AQAP suspects, injures civilians

condition of anonymity, claimed
three AQAP affiliates were killed in
the vehicle, which was loaded with
weapons intended for AQAP mem-
bers in Al-Baida governorate. Ac-
cording to the source, the strike oc-
curred in Khawra village of Markha
district, which lies on the border
of Al-Baida, where the group is in-
volved in ongoing clashes with the
Houthis.

Four local residents were also in-
jured, according to the source.

Alawi Qasim Mohammed, a resi-
dent of Khawra village, supported
the source’s claim that four civilians
were injured in a nearby house from
debris from the blast. Two of the
villagers were seriously injured, he

told the Yemen Times.

Salem Al-Sael, the manager of
the governorate’s local office of the
Ministry of Information, confirmed
the claims of the security source and
local resident to the Yemen Times.

Drone strikes have intensified in
Shabwa since the beginning of 2015.
Al-Sael attributes the higher num-
ber of strikes to increased activity
by AQAP operatives since the begin-
ning of the year, as they capitalize
on the rifts between the government
and the Houthis.

As an example of AQAP opera-
tions in Shabwa, the security source
pointed to the group’s takeover on
Feb. 5 of the 19th Infantry Brigade
in Shabwa, where weapons were

looted. Four drone strikes have hit
Shabwa governorate in little over
one month.

On Feb. 27, a drone strike tar-
geted a vehicle carrying three sus-
pected AQAP militants in Baihan
district. The source said the three
bodies were completely charred and
unidentifiable.

On Feb. 21, a drone strike tar-
geted a car, also carrying three sus-
pected AQAP militants, in Azan dis-
trict. The three were killed instantly
and several civilians nearby were
injured, but the source was unable
to give further details.

As of Monday afternoon AQAP
had yet to acknowledge the two
most recent strikes.

Kidnapping, AQAP
releases Saudi

official

A source from AQAP told the Yemen Times Al-Khalidi was re-
leased in exchange for a ransom, and that the group backed
down on earlier demands for their “brothers” to be freed in Saudi

Arabia.

M Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, March 3—Al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
released the former Saudi deputy
counsel Wednesday morning af-
ter three years of captivity.

Abdullah Al-Khalidi, was kid-
napped in front of his home in
Aden on March 28, 2012.

According to a statement from
the Saudi interior ministry re-
leased on Wednesday morning,
Al-Khalidi, who was the Saudi
deputy counsel in Aden at the
time of his kidnapping, was re-
leased, “as a result of the intensi-
fied efforts exerted by the head of
General Intelligence.”

“[Al-Khalidi] was on his way
to his office on the morning of
March 28, 2012... [and was] later
released in a deal with the mis-
guided elements which detained
him against his will,” the state-
ment continued.

The statement added that the
Saudi interior ministry would
spare no efforts to protect their
citizens, wherever they are.

During Al-Khalidi’s confine-
ment, several videos surfaced in
which the Saudi diplomat was
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shown pleading for his govern-
ment to meet the kidnappers’
demands. Al-Khalidi pleaded for
the Saudi government to release
Al-Qaeda members and to pay an
unspecified ransom.

Amjad Khushafa, a journalist
specialized in Al-Qaeda's affairs,
said the Ministry of Interior said
that he was released and did not
say he was freed, meaning that
Al-Qaeda released him in ex-
change for a ransom.

An AQAP member who goes
by the name Abu Al-Hasna'a Al-
Abyani, told the Yemen Times
that Saudi Arabia paid a ransom
in exchange for Al-Khalidi’s re-
lease.

“We demanded that Saudi Ara-
bia release some of our brothers,
but we settled for the ransom.”
He would not divulge the amount
of the ransom.

Mohammad Hezam, deputy
head of the Public Relations
Department at the Ministry of
Interior, told the Yemen Times
Monday evening that the minis-
try played no role in negotiating
Al-Khalidi’s release, and claimed
he learned of the release from
news reports.
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Al-Baida tribesmen claim Houthis
breaching agreement

H Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, March 1—Brief clashes
broke out Saturday in Al-Zaher
district of Al-Baida governorate
between Houthis and tribesmen.
The Houthis entered the district on
Feb. 17 as part of a deal made with
the tribesmen, who now claim the
Houthis are violating the agree-
ment.

On Feb. 28 clashes erupted be-
tween Houthis and local tribes-
men, allegedly backed by members
of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Pen-
insula (AQAP), in Al-Humaikani
area of Al-Zaher district.

“The clashes erupted in Al-Hu-
maikani... due to disagreements
between the Houthi gunmen who
entered the area and local tribes-
men,” Fahd Al-Taweel, a journalist
based in Al-Baida city, told the Ye-
men Times.

On Feb. 17, following four con-
secutive days of fighting between
the Houthis and Al-Zaher tribes-
men, a deal was brokered by the
governorate’s security office man-
ager, Adel Al-Asbahi. The deal,
made between Houthis and tribal
sheikhs from the districts of Al-
Zaher, Al-Sawma, and Maswarah,
allows the Houthis to enter these
three districts peacefully to pursue
AQAP militants.

Al-Taweel said the district wit-
nessed a period of relative calm
after the agreement was signed
and the Houthis entered Al-Zaher.
However, tension started to rise
early this week.

Saleh Al-Humaikani, a tribes-
man in Al-Humaikani area, said
that the clashes lasted for a few
hours before stopping.

“Some tribesmen from Al-Hu-
maikani area disagreed with the
Houthi gunmen, who positioned
themselves on the mountains sur-
rounding the area, but no casual-
ties were reported. The clashes
were over after about two hours
but they may renew any moment
now,” he added.

Mohammed  Al-Bukhaiti, a
member of the Houthi Political
Office in Sana’a, told the Yemen
Times that he does not have veri-
fied information about the clashes
or the Houthis’ spread in Al-Hu-
maikani area, saying “these may be
allegations made by the tribesmen.
Ansar Allah [the Houthis] may
have spread there but for security
reasons.”

Al-Bukhaiti said he was unable
to provide contact information of a
local Houthi representative to an-
swer questions, and repeated calls
to Political Office members Ali Al-
Qahoom and Mahmood Al-Junaid
went unanswered.

Repeated calls by the Yemen
Times to security office manager

‘Nati
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A tribal leader in Al-Zaher district, which the Houthis entered on
Feb. 17, claims the Houthis are occupying schools and giving Fri-

day sermons at mosques.

Al-Asbahi went unanswered.

Abdualrab Mohsen Al-Humai-
kani, head of the Al-Humaikani
tribe in Al-Zaher district, said he
was unaware of the clashes, but
that the situation was alarming
and that clashes may break out at
any moment because, “the Houthis
violated the agreement we signed
with them.”

“We agreed to allow them to
enter the district to pursue AQAP
members—if found—but they are
currently positioned on the moun-
tains surrounding the district with
their heavy weapons, including
machine guns, and have erected
checkpoints in the area,” he added.

Al-Humaikani also claims that
the Houthis have occupied schools
and prevented students from at-
tending classes while they are
“pretending” to pursue AQAP
members.

“Schools are now closed in the
district because the Houthi gun-
men are occupying them. They
also entered mosques on Friday
and delivered Friday sermons in-
stead of the official imams, and this
made people angry,” he added.

Al-Humaikani said that there
are no AQAP fighters in the area
and the Houthis know this but
they are trying to spread in the
governorate. On Feb. 18, the day
after the agreement was signed, Al-
Humaikani told the Yemen Times
he was forced to make the deal in
order to prove to the Houthis his
tribe is not harboring any AQAP
members.

The deal signed by the Houthis
and the tribesmen gives no spe-
cific deadline for Houthis to end
their mission in Al-Zaher, but Al-
Humaikani, one of the tribesmen

who signed the agreement, said he
and others walked away from the
agreement understanding that the
Houthis would enter the district
for a few days to search for Al-Qae-
da members and then withdraw to
the city.

Waleed Al-Dailami, a leader of
the Houthi Popular Committees
in Al-Baida city, confirmed to the
Yemen Times that Houthi fighters
remain in Al-Zaher district, and
claimed it is because of the pres-
ence of AQAP members there.

“We have verified information
about the presence of AQAP mem-
bers in the area and we are still
pursuing them. We are positioned
in the area, but not inside schools
as they claim,” he added.

A source from AQAP, speaking
to the Yemen Times on condition
of anonymity, said that his group
is backing tribesmen in their fight
against the Houthis.

“The tribesmen aren’t Al-Qaeda
members but they support Al-Qa-
eda because we are fighting for the
same goal, which is vacating the
Houthis from our governorate,” he
added.

On Feb. 8 the Houthis took con-
trol of the districts of Dhi Naem
and Sharia. The takeover came
following days of fighting between
Houthis, backed by the army, and
tribesmen from those districts who
were backed by AQAP. At least 45
died from both sides in the conflict.

Since the Houthis signed the
Feb. 17 agreement with the tribes-
men, they have not spread to any
other districts, according to Al-
Taweel. However, based on previ-
ous claims made by the Houthis, it
is likely they will move into the dis-
tricts of Al-Sawma and Maswarah.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Islah leaders kidnapp
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accused by Houthls of Af -Qaeda

The release of Al-Samei and Al-Banna came
a day after protesters from the youth move-
ment took to the streets of Taiz demanding the
release of the abducted men. Protesters gave
Ibb’s security chief 24 hours to release the
kidnapped. Otherwise, the group threatened,
it would march all the way to Ibb to release

A relative of Abdulrahman Maudha, an ac-
tivist who was kidnapped by the Houthis on
Feb. 10, said he died Saturday at the Universi-
ty of Science and Technology Hospital. Maud-
ha was released from captivity on Feb. 17. His
family said the cause of death was severe lung

Atef Maudha, a relative of the deceased,

told the Yemen Times that Abdulrahman had
told him he was held at one of Ali Mohsen’s
homes in Sana’a. The Houthis took control of
Mohsen’s properties following their takeover
of the capital on Sept. 21.

“He was severely tortured and was also held
in a dark, damp place, causing him to contract
a pulmonary infection,” Maudha claimed.

Houthi policy of disappearances and tor-
ture continued on Thursday, when the group
took a large number of young men from youth
marches in Sana’a.

Naif Al-Nashri, one of the abducted youth,
was released the next day. He told the Yemen
Times that was tortured by the group.

Activist Ahmad Hazza, general secretary of
the Rafdh, or “Rejection” Movement, along
with two others kidnapped from an anti-
Houthi protest in Sana’a, are still missing after
being disappeared on Feb. 14.

Former Houthi spokesperson:

Houthis to dissolve Islah Party

H Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A, March 2—The Islah Par-
ty responded to allegations that the
Houthis intend to dissolve the party,
telling the Yemen Times on Monday
that the Houthis do not have the le-
gitimacy to dissolve any party.

Ali Al-Bukhaiti, a former member
of the Houthi Political Office and the
spokesperson for the group during
the National Dialogue Conference,
said in an article he published in
Al-Ola newspaper on Sunday that
he has received information from
informed sources within the Houthi
movement that the group is prepar-
ing to dissolve the Islah Party.

Al-Bukhaiti resigned from the
Political Office on Jan. 23, follow-
ing the resignation of the president,
prime minister and the Cabinet.

This would entail shutting down
the headquarters and detaining all
the party’s leaders, Al-Bukhaiti said.
He wrote that the Houthis consider
Islah the main obstacle to their ad-
vancement to Aden, where they
would arrest President Abdu Rabu
Mansour Hadi.

“Instead of trying to dissolve Is-
lah, it would be a better use of their
time to put their weapons aside and
form a political party with a national
agenda,” Islah Party spokesperson
Abdulmalik Shamsan told the Ye-
men Times.

On Feb. 26, Abdelmalik Al-
Houthi, the leader of the Houthi

group, delivered a speech on the
Houthi mouthpiece Al-Masira TV,
accusing the Islah Party of colluding
and cooperating with Al-Qaeda.

“The Islah Party is cooperating
and allying with Al-Qaeda in Marib,
Shabwa and other areas. The Islah
Party seeks to spark sectarian dis-
putes. This clearly happens in Taiz
and other places. This is an illegiti-
mate and filthy tactic which harms
the Yemeni people.”

Shamsan dismissed Al-Houthi’s
claims, saying the violent rhetoric
of his speech revealed his words for
what they are.

“The Houthis do not have the le-
gitimacy to even make these claims.
It is the job of the state to make such
accusations and bring such charg-
es,” Shamsan added.

Dhaif Allah Al-Shami, a mem-
ber of the Houthi Political Office,
denied reports that the Houthis in-
tend to dissolve Islah. He said Ali
Al-Bukhaiti no longer speaks for
the Houthis and has no access to in-
ternal Houthi communications and
plans.

Al-Bukhaiti told the Yemen Times
on Monday that, “The information
is true and I would not dare write
an unfounded article.” He said he
received the information regarding
plans to dissolve Islah from mem-
bers of the Houthi Political Office.
He declined to say who, precisely, he
received the information from.

Hamza Al-Himairi, a member of

the Houthi Revolutionary Commit-
tee, said in a statement to the BBC
on March 1 that the so-called, “Su-
preme Revolutionary Committee”
is carrying out “serious discussions”
regarding upcoming decisions.

One of those discussions revolves
around the legality of political par-
ties that recognize Abdu Rabu Man-
sour Hadi as Yemen’s legitimate
president. He did not mention Islah
by name. The party has said it rec-
ognizes Hadi is Yemen’s legitimate
ruler and his backed Hadi’s call to
relocate political talks from Sana’a
to Taiz and Aden. They have also
supported Hadi’s designation of
Sana’a as an “occupied city.”

Al-Bukhaiti said in his article that
dissolving the Islah Party would be
a massive blow to the values of plu-
ralism and democratic transfer of
power.

“[Even if they only dissolve Islah],
all remaining parties will only be al-
lowed to exist as a way to cover-up
imamate rule under the facade of
republicanism and democracy,” he
wrote.

Abdulmalik Al-Fuhaidi, the edi-
tor-in-chief of the General People’s
Congress (GPC) mouthpiece, Al-
Motamar Net, said he opposes the
dissolution of any political party.

“Dissolving any political party
does more harm than good. Such a
step will not serve the national inter-
est and will complicate the political
situation further.”
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In aftermath of embassy closures,
ordlnary Yemenis suffer the consequences

The closure of the Saudi embassy (pictured) has made it difficult for Yemenis to get visas for the wealthy
Gulf country, affecting those planning to go for pilgrimage or work, among other things.

Hl Bassam Al-Khameri

hile the country

continues to

calculate the

political costs of

the mass embassy
exodus in Sana’a, ordinary Yemenis
are already feeling the pain.

Manal Al-Ashwal is the head of the
Al-Saeeda Association for Deaf girls.
Al-Ashwal, a resident of Taiz, came
to Sana’a in February to secure a visa
to Austria. The association helps girls
pursue education and supports them
with cultural and sports activities.
Because Austria has no embassy in
the country, Yemenis can request a
visa through the French embassy.

“I came from Taiz to get a visa so I
could attend a conference for people
with disabilities,” Al-Ashwal said. She
was invited to the conference by the
Zero Project in Austria, a project that
focuses on the rights of persons with
disabilities. The project provides a
platform for people with disabilities
to find the most innovative solutions
for the problems they face, according
to its site.

“Unfortunately, = the  French
embassy in Sana’a shut down and I
was unable to go.”

“I came from Taiz to Sana'a twice
and stayed in a hotel for two weeks,
which cost me about YR100,000
(about $500). One day, the French
embassy called and suddenly asked
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me to come retrieve my passport be-
cause the embassy will close down,”
she added.

In addition to travel and hotel
expenses, Al-Ashwal paid 120 Euro
($155) to get the visa and did not get
it back. “Money paid for the visa isn't
returned always but in my case they
should at least have returned the
money because the embassy closed
down,” she added.

Al-Ashwal says she was to be the
sole representative from not only
Yemen, but the Arab world, and was
eager to tell her story of success,
despite being a hearing-impaired
person in a country that has few
accommodations for people with
disabilities.

Following the resignation of
President Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi
in late January, several embassies
began shutting down. The first
closure was the American embassy,
whose staff left the country on Feb.
10.

Other Western embassies,
including the French and British,
followed suit shortly thereafter.
Saudi Arabia soon became the first
Arab countryto follow the American’s
lead. Many of the embassies cited
security concerns, but critics say the
move was to isolate the Houthis and
to put pressure on them to reach a
settlement with political parties.

While the closings have had far-
reaching consequences for Yemenis,
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Abdulmalik Al-Houthi, the leader of
the Houthi movement, dismissed the
closings during a televised speech he
delivered on Feb. 26.

"If any embassy does not wish to
operate in Sana'a and thinks it can
put pressure on Yemenis by closing
down, it can go ahead and shut down.
This is not a problem,” he said.

Yemen's president resigned on
Jan. 22 following the months-
long power struggle between his
administration and the Houthis. The
Houthis took control of the capital
on Sept. 21, and Hadi’s resignation
came after the Houthis took the
Presidential Palace and surrounded
his personal residence.

The prime minister and many of
his Cabinet members remain under
house arrest in Sana’a. Hadi made
his way to Aden on Feb. 21.

In a briefing to the UN Security
Council, Benomar said that, "Today
Yemen is at a crossroads. Either the
country will descend into civil war
and disintegration, or the country
will find a way to put the transition
back on track."

Al-Ashwal is just one of many
Yemenis facing the consequences of
these closures.

The closing of the Saudi embassy
has had a profound effect on
Yemenis, many of whom travel to
Saudi to work and for Umrah, a
religious pilgrimage.

Mansoor Al-Sorori, 26, lives with
his seven family members in Sana’a.
He was a waiter at a local restaurant
until the volatile economy forced his
restaurant to downsize.

"Our boss said he couldn’t afford
us anymore because the restaurant
just wasn’t receiving as many
customers as in the past," he said.

Unable to find work in Sana’a, he
contacted friends in Saudi Arabia.
Luckily, there was a job available
at a Yemeni restaurant in Saudi
Arabia. Due to proximity and better
employment prospects, Saudi Arabia
is a popular destination for Yemenis
seeking work, and there about 1.5
millions Yemenis in the country,
according to the Ministry of Labor.

"They told me I had to be there
by Feb. 25 or I would lose the job
because the employer would hire
someone else. I took the money
I had saved and sold some of my
mother's jewelry in order to start
the paperwork necessary to get a
visa," Al-Sorori said. He says he paid
YR400,000 (nearly 1,900%).

He is still waiting for the visa,
but has now missed out on the job
following the embassy’s closure.

“I'm disappointed because I spent
everything we have. I will look for
another job there but it could take a
while,” he added.

Travel agencies
The consequences are being faced
not only by individuals, but Yemeni
travel agencies as well.

Much of the business for these
travel agencies revolves around
religious pilgrimages such as Umrah
or Hajj, according to Homran
Abdullah Homran, the director of the
Umrah Department at the Ministry
of Endowment.

The agencies

were already

facing financial pressures. With a
precarious economy, more and more
Yemenis are putting off the religious
trips. With the closing of the Saudi
embassy, these financial woes have
only grown.

"These agencies have booked
hotels in Saudi Arabia, and now
that the embassy has closed, its
customers will not receive their visas
in time,” Homran said.

In 2014, 104,000 Yemenis went to
Saudi Arabia to perform Umrah, ac-
cording to Homran, and 27,400 have
gone in 2015.

Mahdi Al-Mekhalfi, the director of
Injaz Travel Agency in Sana'a, said
that his agency was also affected by
the closure.

“We mainly depend on taking

people to Saudi Arabia for Umrah,
but many people have now canceled
because of a delay in receiving visas.”

Al-Mekhalfi said that the agencies
have lost a lot of money because they
have booked hotels and restaurants
in Mecca as they wait to receive
visas from Aden, following Saudi’s
opening of a consulate there.

"The Saudi consulate is open in
Aden but it’s taking a long time;
the number of employees there is
low. We have also had to hire an
employee located in Aden to follow
up on the process of finalizing visas
and this adds to our financial losses,"
Al-Mekhalfi.

Moving embassies to Aden
Since Hadi’s great escape to Aden,
anti-Houthi protesters in several

3

Report

governorates, including Sana'a, Taiz
and Ibb, have been calling on Hadi
to replace Sana’a with Aden as the

capital.

Abdulaziz Bin Habtoor, the
governor of Aden, told numerous
newspapers that several

ambassadors who left Sana'a called
President Hadi and said they want
to come back to Yemen and resume
operating from Aden.

“Aden is the economic capital of
Yemen and it's logical that President
Hadi runs the country from there,”
he said.

The Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) Secretary General Abdullatif
Al-Zayani arrived in the port city on
Feb. 25 to meet with President Hadi
and discuss the situation in Yemen.
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CHIP
Issuance Date: February 26, 2015

Deadline for Questions:  March 03, 2015 at 12 PM EST /8 PM AST
Closing Date: March 17, 2015 at 12 PM EST /8 PM AST

Subject: Maternal and Child Health Integrated Program (MCHIP) —
Solicitation No. 001

USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

Maternal and Child Health
Integrated Program

John Snow Inc. (JSI) is seeking applications for a 4-month Assistance Award, from qualified organiza-
tions with the capacity and expertise in conducting research studies to submit applications to support a
knowledge, practices and coverage (KPC) household cluster survey that will guide the implementation of
maternal, newborn and child health (MNCH) interventions in Yemen. This project will be conducted under
the Maternal and Child Health Integrated Program (MCHIP) which awarded a five-year Associate Award
(AA) in Yemen funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) . MCHIP-
Yemen is led operationally by JSI in partnership with Jhpiego, Save the Children, PATH, and ICF/Macro.
MCHIP-Yemen'’s goal is to reduce maternal and neonatal mortality and morbidity as well as rates of child-
hood illness and malnutrition, particularly stunting and anemia, across five governorates over five years.

Place of performance is Yemen.

For the purposes of this program, this Request for Applications (RFA) is being issued and consists of this
cover letter and the following:

Section A— General Description of Funding Opportunity

Section B — Application Instructions
Section C — Eligibility requirements and Selection Criteria
Section D — Award Administration

Attachment 1 — Summary Budget Template

Attachment 2 — Budget notes

Attachment 3 — Institutional Capability and Past Performance Table

Attachment 4 — Pre-award Assessment Questionnaire

Attachment 5 — Certifications Assurances and Other Statements of the Recipient
Attachment 6 - Mandatory Standard Provisions for Non-US. Nongovernmental Organizations

JSI anticipates awarding one (1) sub-award as a result of this solicitation to a responsible application that
offers the greatest value to MCHIP, a program funded by U.S. Government.

Subject to funds availability JSI intends to provide up to $90,000 for this award, to be allocated over the
whole period of performance.

Applications will be reviewed by a technical committee that will evaluate the Applications according to
criteria provided within. The committee will determine which organization(s) will be funded based on the
submitted Applications. MCHIP will use the conclusions and recommendations of the technical evaluation
together with an evaluation of the costs to negotiate with the Applicant an Award. Detailed instructions for
applications can be found under Section B - Application and Submission Instructions.

Applicants must be local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) registered in Yemen where the pro-
posed project will be implemented. Detailed eligibility requirements can be found in section C2 of this RFA.

The preferred method of distribution of this RFA information is via the internet. This RFA and any future
amendments can be downloaded from - http://www.jsi.com/JSlinternet/IntiHealth/contract/contract_rfp.
cfm#RFA-001-MCHIP .

Applications as well as questions regarding this RFA must be received by the respective closing dates and
time indicated at the top of this cover letter at the place designated below for receipt of applications. No
late applications will be accepted.

Applications must be submitted via email and requested in 2 separate parts (a) technical and (b) cost or
business application. Applications shall be submitted with the name and address of the applicant and RFA
# (referenced above) inscribed thereon, to:

To: Victoria Rossi
Email: yemen_info@)jsi.com

Issuance of this solicitation, or the submission of an Application, does not constitute an award commitment
on the part of the United States Government (USG) and/or JSI, nor does it commit the USG and/or JSI to
pay for costs incurred in the preparation or submission of an Application. The USG reserves the right not
to fund any of the Applications received.

Thank you for your consideration of this initiative. We look forward to your organization’s participation.
Sincerely,

Is/

Victoria Rossi
Senior Program Officer, MCHIP

John Snow, Inc.




[\

BUSINESS V
FOR PEACE \f
AWARD \l T

4 Advertisement

3 March, 2015

N\

N Programme | Programa - e .

1}"’ World Food | Alimentaire | Mundial de 4:"-“5"@"—‘)%
3 Y £ Programme | Mondial Alimentos (—atl Tl

wfp.org

Fighting Hunger Worldwide

Ciladd b il 4 ) o)A 3 903 1F gua gall
Cradl) (B allad) LMy Tl aa i) g anatil)

Business Announcement

Subject: Invitation for Expression of Interest for
the Provision of Assessment and Monitoring
Services for WFP programmes in Yemen

The United Nations World Food Programme
(WFP) in Yemen seeks Expressions of In-
terest (EOI) from established companies for
the provision of assessment and monitoring
services of its programmes.

Founded in 1963, the WFP is the United
Nations frontline agency in the fight against
hunger currently in 74 countries. The WFP
pursues a vision of the world in which ev-
ery woman, man and child has access at
all times to the food needed for an active
and healthy life. The mandate of the WFP
is to provide emergency and development
assistance to eradicate hunger and poverty
amongst the poorest and most food-inse-
cure countries and populations.

The WFP has been running programmes in
Yemen with its country office in Sana’a and
offices in other governorates since 1967. The
WFP’s current two year project has various
programmes reaching 6 million beneficia-
ries in Yemen covering relief assistance to
IDPs, migrants, refugees and malnourished
children, pregnant and lactating women, as
well as resilience-building activities for the
Yemeni population through protective and
productive safety nets programmes (uncon-
ditional and conditional food/cash transfers
with asset-creation activities), stunting-pre-
vention nutrition interventions, and school
feeding programmes.

The WFP desires to engage qualified and
experienced companies to provide assess-
ment and monitoring services in Yemen for
its programmes.

The scope of outsourced works consists of
assessment and monitoring activities, but is
not limited to the execution of the following
services. The WFP is therefore interested in
organizations with the capacity to:

Access:

» Have a demonstrated ability to negotiate
access at the community level throughout
the different governorates and districts
where support is required;

» Undertake field missions to all Final Distri-
bution Points (FDPs) as provided by WFP
to establish contacts and allow monitoring
to take place

Assessment:

» Undertake emergency food needs assess-
ment in areas inaccessible to WFP staff
in collaboration with government and/or
WFP partners;

» Undertake food security monitoring, as re-
quired;

» Conduct any other relevant assessment
and studies as required;

Monitoring:

* Prepare a monthly monitoring plan in line
with WFP requirements, and adapt the
monitoring plan to WFP programme needs
and priorities on a regular basis with close
consultation with WFP Sub-Offices and
Country Office;

» Undertake distribution monitoring/site visits
as per monthly monitoring plan, following
WFP’s monitoring guidelines, procedures,
and forms, to regularly assess the physi-
cal progress of WFP activities in relation
to original plans and identify progress and

constraints in implementation and make
recommendations for improvement;

» Undertake post-distribution monitoring of
WFP activities as per the WFP guidelines
and provide contextual feedback on the
effectiveness of WFP food or cash assis-
tance to target populations;

* Undertake data collection exercises for
other WFP outcome measurements, eval-
uations and special surveys;

 Establish and maintain a database con-
taining all FDPs, distribution monitoring
and post-distribution monitoring informa-
tion;

Reporting:

* Produce a distribution monitoring report
on programme implementation and chal-
lenges encountered for each distribution
monitoring/site visit;

* Produce a consolidated monitoring report
at the end of each month, quarter, and
year; and

 Perform other related activities as required
and requested.

Organizations or firms who have the capac-
ity to provide part and not all of the outline
services below are still encouraged to send
expressions of interest indicating areas of
their strength.

This announcement encourages national
and international non-governmental orga-
nizations as well as private firms based in
and outside Yemen who would be interested
in the upcoming tender for outsourcing as-
sessment and monitoring services for the
above mentioned WFP programmes in Ye-
men. Following the deadline for submis-
sion of the EOI, WFP may, based on the
responses to the Capacity Questionnaire of
your organization submitted and at its abso-
lute discretion, shortlist organizations who
will then be invited to bid for the assessment
and monitoring services to the locations
identified inside Yemen.

Interested companies are encouraged to
access the United Nations Global Market
(UNGM) www.ungm.org or In-Tend (WFP
electronic tendering) https://Jungm.in-tend.
co.uk/wfp/aspx/Home to download Capac-
ity Questionnaire along with Supplier’s
Registration Form or request for the same
by sending the e-mail to the following ad-
dress: yemen.procurement@wfp.org. The
completed Capacity Questionnaire and Sup-
plier's Registration Form including all sup-
porting documentation should be returned to
WEFP by [13th March, 2015], at [14:00] hrs
via the links above.

Completed Supplier Registration Form &
Capacity Questionnaire with supporting
documentation may also be returned in a
sealed envelopes addressed as follows:

EOI#YEM15NF016-002

Attn.: Procurement Unit

United Nations World Food Programme
Nowakshot St.

P.O. Box: 7181

Sana’a, Yemen

Any enquiries regarding this EOl must be
addressed to:
yemen.procurement@wfp.org
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Abyan declare

H Ali Aboluhom

n December 2014, Yemen’s

then Minister of Culture

Arwa Othman released a

press statement in which

she referred to Yemen’s
Abyan governorate as being cultur-
ally “afflicted.” The statement was
released shortly after Othman com-
pleted a tour of the governorate and
surveyed its cultural institutes. As a
result of continued clashes between
the Yemeni army and militants from
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP), many such institutes have
been damaged and turned into
makeshift homes and camps for the
region’s internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs).

“Preserving cultural institutions
isn’t as important to many Yemenis
as other things, such as fleeing war
and destruction and being able to
find enough food for one’s family,”
said Yaseen Al-Meklhlafi, a theater
director and professor at Hodeida
University. “But I think the minis-
ter’s statement was important. She
wanted to draw attention to the role
of culture in spreading tolerance
and compassion in a country that
has been wracked by instability and
violence since 2011.”

The early warning signs of such
instability began at least as early as
the USS Cole bombing on Oct. 12,
2000, that killed 17 American sail-
ors and injured another 39. AQAP
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack. The group’s presence expand-
ed in the ensuing years, as did a co-
vert drone campaign waged by the
United States. In 2011, Yemen was
plunged into further chaos and dis-
cord following the country’s upris-
ing that ousted long-time President
Ali Abdullah Saleh. AQAP was able
to capitalize on the power vacuum
and consolidate control over a num-
ber of districts in Abyan, declaring
them independent “emirates” in
May of that year.

The army’s campaign in 2011
and 2012 to retake lost territory in
Abyan destroyed many homes and
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created hundreds of thousands of
new IDPs. It also nearly eradicated
many of the governorate’s cultural
institutions, such as schools, the-
ater halls and museums, according
to Saeed Asbahi, an analyst at the
Political and Social Studies Center
in Sana’a, who is himself from Aby-
an. “Schools, theaters and museums
have either been destroyed or ren-
dered inoperable,” he said. “Those
that are still intact are being used as
shelter for IDPs, many of whom are
former employees of those institu-
tions,” he added.

Since touring and surveying the
governorate, Othman vowed to
take efforts to rebuild and revitalize
Abyan’s cultural institutions, asking
for assistance from both the Yemeni
government and multilateral orga-
nizations to help do so. However,
with the resignation of Yemen’s
government on Jan. 22, Othman
stepped down, and it remains un-
clear if the ministry will continue to
pursue her program to rebuild the
governorate.

The two-story Zinjibar Museum,
named after the capital of Abyan—
and one of the seven “emirates” pre-
viously declared by AQAP—used to
be a symbol of Yemen’s ancient and
rich cultural history. It was home to
a number of statues of sultans from
southern Yemen, ancient manu-
scripts, weapons, and photos from
1963 of Yemeni soldiers fighting
against the British occupation.

The museum was looted in March
and July 2012, following the con-
flict between AQAP and the army
in Abyan, and left nearly empty. As
one of the few remaining structures
in the area left standing, it is now
filled instead with IDPs who have
taken refuge in the museum.

Mohammed Fadagq, a soldier with
the Abyan security office, told the
Yemen Times that since the loot-
ing, little to none of what was in
the museum remains. Attempts to
track down the thieves have proved
nearly impossible. “We can’t make
any allegations against any indi-
viduals or particular persons, due to
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Plans to renovate damaged museums and other cultural sites have
been put on hold following the resignation of the government.

a lack of information and the chaos
that followed after the conflict, and
the current state of Abyan and the
south in general,” he said.

On Feb. 21, almost a month after
resigning as president, Abdu Rabu
Mansour Hadi fled his home in
Sana’a where he had been held un-
der house arrest by the Houthis. He
has since declared the capital Sana’a
a city occupied by the Houthis,
effectively severing the Houthi-
controlled north of Yemen from a
number of southern governorates
that have rejected their expansion.
Many in the south continue to push
for formal secession from the north,
and in large swathes of territory in
the south the government has little
real power. Preserving security in
Abyan amidst these circumstances
has proven difficult, according to
Fadaq.

Despite this, he said, “At the end
of the day, all those party to the
conflict are responsible, including
AQAP and even us in the security of-
fice. It was our job to secure these
locations and we didn’t. We should
have.” He added that investigations
into the location of the looted mate-
rials and who stole them were un-
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derway, but that due to the security
situation in the country it was diffi-
cult to find this information.

Mohammad Qasi Saeed, a Zinji-
bar local, reminisces about the
times he used to visit the museum
with his children. “The museum
used to be a representation of our
culture. The antiques, handicrafts
and drawings reflect the willingness
and determination of our ancestors
to live a life of comfort despite the
basic resources they had available,”
the 55-year-old said. “That place
used to inspire my children, and
taught them how to be creative.”

The Yemen Times spoke with the
director of the Zinjibar Museum,
who said the facility currently hous-
es three families, each consisting
of about twenty members, many of
whom are former actors and em-
ployees that used to work at the
theater.

Ahmed Sadan, 42, fled with his
family from Ja’ar village of Abyan
more than two years ago and has
been living as an IDP in the muse-
um ever since. Ja’ar has long been
a pivotal center of the conflict in
Abyan, beginning in May 2011 when
AQAP forces first took over the vil-
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lage and seized control of a large
weapons cache belonging to the
army. Since then, it has often been
the sight of clashes between AQAP
and the army.

“The museum has 15 rooms, each
one holds anywhere from four to
eight people depending on the size,”
Sadan said. “I live with my family
and five children. All of us share a
bathroom on the second floor with
six other families. Sometimes we
get food assistance from the UN and
local organizations, but it’s rarely
enough. We oftentimes have to rely
on ourselves and locals to make up
the difference.”

The Hal Al-Wahda Theater in
Zinjibar is another example of a ru-
ined facility, devastated beyond re-
pair except for the small renovations
made by IDPs and locals to turn
the building into a shelter. Saleh
Dokhan, 35, is one of those living in
the theater. He and his family also
fled from Ja’ar in January of 2013,
when clashes between militants and
the army reached their pinnacle.
“There was nowhere else to go,” he
said. “It wasn’t an ideal living space
but we had no other option.”

Dokhan used to farm the land he
owned in his home district of Ja’ar,
but his home was destroyed and his
source of income disappeared. “I
work in a local restaurant while my
father earns a daily wage farming in
a nearby field,” he said. “However,
this isn’t enough to afford rent for a
new apartment here. We're left here
in the theater until our homes are
rebuilt.”

The NDC outcomes passed in
January 2014 obligate the govern-
ment to undergo massive recon-
struction campaigns in the gover-
norates of Hajja, Sa’ada and Abyan,
which all experienced consider-
able violence over the past several
years. Article 3 of the findings of the
NDC’s Transitional Justice Work-
ing Group states, “The government
should promptly take proper ac-
tions to rebuild the damaged public
and private buildings caused by the
armed conflict in Sa’ada, Abyan and
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‘culturally afflicted’

Hajja governorates in addition to
paying reparations to victims.”

Dokhan is hopeful that despite
Yemen’s fragile political situation,
the powers that be will live up to
these promises and rebuild his
home.

However so far, he and his fam-
ily’s relationship with government
authorities has been less than en-
couraging. “Local authorities are
constantly trying to evict us from
the theater, but there’s too many of
us, and we always end up staying.”

Nasser Hussein, the deputy di-
rector of Abyan’s Cultural Affairs
Office, the ministry’s branch in the
governorate, claimed the minis-
ter visited the Zinjibar Museum
in December 2014, during which
time he claimed that the ministry,
in collaboration with the ministries
of defense and interior, laid out a
timeline for the renovation of these
facilities to take place. However,
with the resignation of the Cabinet
in January, in particular Minister of
Culture Arwa Othman, the plan has
been put on hold, he said. The Ye-
men Times contacted Yahya Saleh,
Chairman of the Theater Depart-
ment in Yemen’s Ministry of Cul-
ture, who claimed that the plan
would be reactivated once a new
government is formed.

According to the UN Refugee
Agency (UNHCR), 334,000 IDPs
from Abyan were reported to have
fled to neighboring governorates
such as Aden and Lahj between
2012 and 2013 as a result of the
fighting between AQAP and the
army.

Maher Taha, a history teacher
at the Al-Salam primary school in
Zinjibar, said he acknowledges that
Abyan’s cultural legacy has been
partially lost as a result of the fight-
ing. However, the 33-year-old said
he does not let it affect him. “Hun-
dreds of thousands of people have
been displaced and need food, shel-
ter and health care,” he said. “Our
number one concern should be pro-
viding that. Rebuilding the museum
will have to wait.”
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This is part one of a two-part series on the Houthis and women’s
rights. Part one looks at how women in Sana’a have been
affected since the Houthis’ takeover of the capital on Sept. 21.
Part two, which will be published on March 5, will examine the
difference between the movement’s professed values regarding
women and how women are actually being treated, as well as
the situation for women in other governorates under Houthi
control, such as Sa’ada and Amran.

H Fareed Al-Homaid

ile participat-

ing in one of

the many anti-

Houthi protests

to take place

outside Sana’a University in recent

months, Howida Al-Mathhagi, a

youth activist, was assaulted by
Houthi supporters.

“They insulted me by calling me
vulgar words and one of them tried
to take off my Hijab,” she recalled.

The men had Houthi slogans plas-
tered on their guns and they were
carrying Houthi posters, she said.
She previously saw them chant-
ing the group’s “Death to America”
slogan in at attempt to muffle the
voices of protesters calling for the
militants to leave their city.

Al-Mathhagi resisted attempts by
the man to take off her hijab, but
she was forced into a car along with
two other youth activists.

Once in the car, Al-Mathhagi
claims the men told her that they
would kill her and nobody would
miss her or look for her. They ac-
cused her of being a member of
“Daesh,” referring to the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant, and
told her not to leave home alone.

“They warned me not to leave my
house without a mahram [a male
relative]. They told me that a wom-
an’s proper place is at home and
threatened to attack me if I go out
without a mahram again.”

Al-Mathhagi was released a short
time after being kidnapped, shoved
out of the car in a neighborhood
near Al-Ribat Street, she said. One

Hiba Al-Dubhani claims she was
told by Houthis to cover up or
she would not be allowed into
Sana’a University.

of the other activists forced into the
car with her, Fouad Al-Hamdani,
was not let out. He was taken to an
unknown location and tortured, she
said.

This happened on Jan. 31. Ac-
cording to Al-Mathhagi, hundreds
of men and dozens of women par-
ticipated in the demonstration.
The protesters were attacked and
dispersed at City Mart roundabout,
near Sana'a University, by doz-
ens of men whom she identified as
Houthis, some with guns and others
with knives or batons.

This was neither the first nor last
violent crackdown by supporters of
the Houthis.

Days earlier, on Jan. 25, another
protest against the Houthis took
place at Sana’a University. Asaad
Al-Imad, a local journalist who par-
ticipated in the demonstration, es-
timated the number of female par-
ticipants to be about 15. According
to Al-Imad, a number of Houthis
showed up, armed with knives and
batons. “Houthis attacked us, they

didn't exclude women. They physi-
cally attacked women and insulted
them,” he said.

“T asked them politely not to beat
or insult women who were with us
in the protest but they said that
they would not exclude anyone
participating in anti-Ansar Allah
[Houthi] demonstrations, regard-
less of their sex,” Al-Imad told the
Yemen Times.

There is no evidence yet that
the group’s leadership is ordering
its supporters to violently clamp
down on peaceful demonstrators.
However, the Houthis—who have
positioned themselves in charge of
security in the capital—have made
no efforts to protect the protesters.

In previous statements to the Ye-
men Times, spokespeople for the
group have claimed that “there are
parties who seek to attack protest-
ers under Houthi cover” and that
“the security apparatus is respon-
sible for protecting the protesters.”

However, this is something Mo-
hammad Hizam, deputy head of the
Public Relations Department at the
Ministry of Interior, previously told
the Yemen Times is impossible as
“the current situation of the country
doesn’t allow the interior ministry
to intervene.”

For Al-Imad, the Houthis’ refusal
to take responsibility for protect-
ing peaceful protesters—including
women—and the numerous assaults
on women by Houthi supporters, is
a clear indication of things to come:
“Women’s rights are in danger in
the cities that are controlled by the
Houthis,” Al-Imad claims.

Repeated harassment

Protests are not the only place wom-
en have been harassed by Houthi
supporters. Multiple women have
reported that Houthis positioned in
Sana’a University have threatened
them and ordered them to change
the way they dress.

Rasha Abdulkafi, a 20-year-old
student in the Faculty of Informa-
tion at Sana'a University, shared
her story with the Yemen Times.
She regularly wears a long jacket
rather than an abaya, a long black
dress worn by the large majority of
Yemeni women. One day while on
her way to class she was stopped by
Houthis at the entrance to the uni-
versity and asked to show her ID.

“As I showed them my university
ID, they said that it was shameful
for me to dress like that,” Abdulkafi
said. “I told them that it was my
personal freedom and my fam-
ily allows me to go out from home
dressed like that.”

It did not stop there, however.
“A week later, while I was walking
next to the student dorm inside the
university, three armed Houthis
followed me and started saying vul-
gar words to me and they said that
if T come to the university without
putting on an abaya they would un-
dress me. I was really shocked and
sad to hear that. I haven't heard
such a horrible and mean threat be-
fore.”

Following the incident, Abdulkafi
was afraid to come forward. Her
friends convinced her to tell her
story to local media, but she did so
anonymously. “Two weeks after, the
Houthis did the same thing to Hiba
Al-Dubhani. When they did so I de-
cided not to remain silent against
these barbaric and mean practices.”

While on her way to class one
day, Sana’a University student Hiba
Al-Dubhani was also ordered by
Houthi militants stationed at the
entrance of the campus to put on an
abaya. At the time she was wearing
a long jacket and jeans—uncom-
mon, but by no means against the
law or university dress code.

“Three gunmen stopped me at
the university because of the way I
dress. I told them it’s none of their
business. And because they were
armed they told me they would take
off my pants, threatening to undress

me,” Al-Dubhani told Al-Arabya TV
channel in December. “After that
they sent one of the students from
the Faculty of Information to me to
tell me that I will not be allowed to
get into the university unless I put
on an abaya.”

Following the incident, Parlia-
ment member and activist Ahmed
Saif Hashid wrote on his Facebook
page: “Cover up or we will undress
you: the language of the barbaric
militias that occupy Sana'a Univer-
sity!”

The Houthis denied responsi-
bility. The Student Revolutionary
Committee (SRC), an armed group
inside the university which claims
to be a student-led, is loyal to the
Houthis. The group released a
statement on the incident at the be-
ginning of December.

“Referring to the story of our
classmate Hiba Al-Dubhani, who
claimed that one of the students
named Mohammad Al-Sheikh
asked her to cover up and insulted
her, the SRC looked into the matter
and found that no one from the SRC
is called Mohammed Al-Sheikh,”
the statement reads.

In another incident which took
place on Dec. 2, it was widely re-
ported by Sana’a University stu-
dents that Houthis took a male
student away simply for talking to a
female colleague. The male student
in question, Ali Al-Jaradi, recently
spoke to the Yemen Times about
the incident.

“I was talking to one of my fe-
male classmates when two armed
Houthis came to us and told us
not to speak again, saying that it is
against Islamic teachings,” said Al-
Jaradi, who studies in the Faculty
of Information. “The two armed
Houthis tried to arrest the girl but
our classmates refused and argued
with the Houthis, and they were un-
able to detain her.”

“After ten minutes, four armed
Houthis came to arrest us. My fe-
male classmate went to the ladies’
cafeteria inside the campus to avoid
arrest. Two of the Houthis arrested
me. They took me to a small room
next to the Faculty of Computer Sci-
ence. They kept telling me that it's
not acceptable to talk to women and
that my classmate and I have violat-
ed the Islamic teachings by talking
to each other privately.” Al-Jaradi
said he was released an hour later.
The Houthis, via the SRC, denied
responsibility for this incident in
the same statement.

“As for our classmate Ali Al-Ja-
radi, we confirm that he came to
us saying that there was a fight and
that he wanted us to help control
the situation. As a result, two of the

SRC members accompanied him in
order to find out what was going on.
While they were walking together,
a photo was taken by someone in
a clever way to portray the SRC
members as arresting Al-Jaradi.
The photo was used by some news-
papers and websites to support the
story they made up,” the statement
read.

The Yemen Times obtained a
copy of the photo from Al-Jaradi,
who confirmed its authenticity.
However, he claims the SRC is ly-
ing about the context. “One of the
students took a photo of me being
arrested by two armed Houthis,” he
said.

Houthi militants officially with-
drew from the university on Dec.
10 after two months of continuous
protests against them by students
and professors from the university.
Since that time, the Houthis were
replaced by men in police uniform.
However, many students claim the
police are simply Houthis in dis-
guise. Al-Jaradi even said he has
identified one of the men dressed
in police uniform as being the same
person who detained him previ-
ously.

Fears for the future

Abdulkafi says she has faced re-
peated threats and insults from
Houthis. “On the commemoration
of Feb. 11 [beginning of the 2011
uprising] that took place this year,
I participated in a protest against
the Houthis in front of the UN’s
building on Al-Zubairi Street in the
capital. Houthi militias who tried
to disperse the demonstration in-
sulted me publicly. They said to the
people who were participating in
the protest that it was shameful for
them to be led by such a girl, who
doesn't dress in an abaya. They ac-
cused me of being a spy for the West
and a member of Daesh at the same
time—simply for choosing not to
wear an abaya.”

Abdulkafi says that Yemeni wom-
en's limited freedoms are in jeop-
ardy. However, she says women
will resist oppression by the group.
“Houthi practices are an effort to
control women and prevent them
from having their most basic rights.
I am quite sure that these practices
will make open minded people in
general and women in particular re-
sist the Houthis and as a result the
Houthis’ days will come to an end
very soon.”

However, other women have
been scared into changing the way
they dress and how often they leave
home without a mahram—if at all.
Another student from Sana'a Uni-
versity, speaking to the Yemen

Rasha Abdulkafi told the Yemen Times she was repeatedly harassed
at Sana’a University by armed Houthis who ordered her to wear an
abaya and threatened to sexually assault her.

Times on condition of anonym-
ity, said she was bothered by the
Houthis just for putting on a styl-
ish colored hijab and a stylish short
jacket over top of her Abaya to pro-
tect her from the cold. She too was
told by armed Houthis at the uni-
versity to cover up.

“Ijust remained silent and got re-
ally scared. They asked me to dress
more conservatively. The next day I
put on a veil and took off my jacket,
which I really like and want to have
on,” she said. “I decided to put on
a veil... not because I wanted to do
so but because I am afraid Houthis
will keep bothering me.”

As long as the Houthis control
Sana’a, she says, she will continue
to wear a veil to avoid any problems.

For Howida Al-Mathhagi, the
youth protester kidnapped by the
Houthis earlier this year, there is
no doubt women's freedoms in the
capital are in danger.

“Women in the capital will have
more difficulties living freely in the
days to come. Houthis are a group
of people who consider women as
inferior creatures. They pretend to
be civilized in their official political
stance toward women but what we
experience in the areas under their
control is totally different.”

Ali Al-Jaradi (blue striped shirt) claims he was detained on campus
by two armed Houthis, who accused him of violating “Islamic teach-
ings” simply for talking to a female colleague.
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diploma in marketing &
computer science,
experienced as an
operations officer,
treasurer and teacher.
Looking for any job that
requires English.
777004207

» Female, BA in Arabic
literature, very good
written and spoken
French/English, seeks
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Sana’a. She must be
able to speak English.
Send an email to
ccaruso87@yahoo.com,
mention your full name,
nationality, contact
teelphone, and how long
you have been in Yemen.

» A Yemeni government
body wishes to hire a full
time media and PR
person. Candidates must
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Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
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Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309

Aden: 02 245625

British Institute for languages & Computer
266222 - Fax: 514755

YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon 01-448573
Sana’a 01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626

Hodiadh 03 226 975 Taiz 04 205 780

DHL 01 441096/7/8
FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services
Tel: 967 1 431339
Fax: 431340
alnada2 @yemen.net.ye

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
01 531221/531231

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division

01-441126

Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3

World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299
Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene @hotmail.com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000
HOTELS
Royal Crown Hotel & Suites

01406661 406681

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2

Sana’a 272713/874
Taiz 250029

Aden: 243490-242476
Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8

Marib Insurance

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
Sana’a 284193, 5 lines
Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,
Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
Fax: 448339

RESTAURANTS

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
Tel: 01 505290
01 266375
Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
417391

My Pie 431999

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten
Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2
Fax 370193
International Turkish Schools
01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593

Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

Manarat Schools 01-410011
SUPERMARKETS

Al-Jandul Supermarket. 01-422610

Happy Land supermarket 01-444424
TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. Tel: 01-240515

University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441,
Aden: 234533 / 234960
Tel: 449971/2
Tel: 250553/4/5

Queen rwa University
Sana’a University

Alandalus University Tel: 675567
Fax: 675885
MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800

Ministry of Public Works and Highways
01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
01-535031

Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance

01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation

01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour

01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population

01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals

01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment

01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196
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Dispatch: ISIL recruitment tactics stumble

Mona Alami
I Atlantic Council

First published Feb. 26

s the pressure on the

Islamic State (ISIS or

ISIL) mounts against

the backdrop of co-

alition attacks and a
Kurdish offensive in Syria’s Raqqa
region, militant recruitment has
become a pressing matter for the
radical organization, which has lost
many fighters in clashes around Iraq
and Syria. According to the Syr-
ian Observatory for Human Rights
(SOHR), out of 1,800 people killed
during the Kobani battles, 70 per-
cent belonged to ISIL. On Feb. 14,
132 fighters died across Syria, in-
cluding forty-four ISIL militants.
Given mounting losses, ISIL expan-
sion has relied on a two-pronged
recruitment approach: Targeting
foreigners looking to join the new
caliphate and enlisting members
of the local population. While the
foreign recruitment strategy ap-
pears successful, local recruitment
faces growing obstacles in Syria and
Iraq. ISIL has relied on a powerful
branding strategy, diffusing violent
images on social media, YouTube,
and Twitter. The organization has
released several documentaries
boasting its military exploits such as
the Flames of War featuring heroic
jihadists and gruesome footage of
bombings and executions. This sys-
tematic glamorization of violence
has allowed the terror group to at-
tract foreign recruits. In January, a
new study by International Center
for the Study of Radicalization and
Political Violence estimated that
the number of foreign fighters in
Iraq and Syria had reached about
20,000.

ISIL’s local recruitment approach
has been described in Idarat Al
Tawahosh, (The Management of
Savagery), a book written by Abu

Bakr Naji in 2004, which ISIL has
adopted. Naji argues that the first
step for recruitment is “the creation
of organizations to improve the
management of the areas under our
control.” ISIL applied this technique
initially following its surge in June.
The groups managed everything
from bakeries and banks to schools,
courts, and mosques in Raqqa. One
activist admitted at that the time
that the organization had been do-
ing “massive institutional work.”

A second recruitment tool imag-
ined by Naji was the manipulation
of tribal antagonism in favor of the
organization. ISIL attempted to
mobilize Arab crowds ahead of the
battle of Tel Hamis in Syria last
year using flagrant anti-Kurdish
discourse. In accordance with Na-
ji’s recommendation to use money
or power as incentives, activists in
Raqqa report that ISIL offered cash
and sabaya (female slaves) to local
tribal leaders to encourage them
to swear allegiance. Indoctrinat-
ing local populations and its youth
was another cornerstone to Naji’s
manifesto. Since its inception, ISIL
has imposed religious and military
training on children in the Raqqga
province. The same activists report
that the group uses two training
camps—Sharea Ashbal and Maahad
Ashbal al-Khilafa—to indoctrinate
and train children. According to a
Syrian Human Rights Committee
report in August, at least 800 chil-
dren under 18 had been recruited
by ISIL. Other reports highlight
the more than thirty kids fighting
with ISIL in Kobani. An ISIL defec-
tor said that militants targeted the
young to break down traditional
authority structures: Alliance to the
family and to the tribe.

While these strategies succeeded
initially, they appear more diffi-
cult to maintain in the wake of the
continuous coalition, Kurdish, and
Shia militia attacks on ISIL. The

counter-offensives have killed many
militants and disrupted the transfer
of goods between regions under the
organization’s control. Naji’s gover-
nance tool appears to be faltering
as residents in ISIL-controlled ar-
eas increasingly complain of rising
food and fuel prices and declining
services. The price of staples such
as bread has also risen significantly
and basic products have become
scarce. ISIL has since resorted to
aggressive means for youth recruit-
ment, triggering resentment in
some areas. One Iraqi activist notes
that the organization often recruits
children without the knowledge or
approval of their families, leading to
a drop in school attendance. A wave
of conscription among youth in Mo-
sul, Hawija, and Kirkuk in Iraq has
in some cases led to kidnappings to
coerce families to provide them with
fighters (although reports could not
be independently confirmed). ISIL
militants also arrested 40 ex-fight-
ers in the Nusra Front and rebel fac-
tions from the village of Abriha and
town of Al-Sahil and trained them in
sharia camps before sending them
to battlefronts. Syrian activists said
that ISIL also began forcing male
members of foreign families that had
come to live in the Islamic State, but
did not want to fight, to participate
in battles. As a result, ISIL has suf-
fered increased defections in Syria,
particularly after the fall of Kobani.
Militants have tried to return home
or join other groups. ISIL executed
100 jihadists who attempted to de-
fect. Defections have left the organi-
zation possibly facing a shortage of
wiling martyrs. Other reports point
to ISIL police arresting 400 fighters
in Raqqa for not reporting for duty.
The same Iraqi activist reported that
the organization banned truck driv-
ers from transporting ISIL fighters
to limit desertion. In both Raqqa
and Mosul, the transit of residents
in and out of the city has been close-
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Decreasing human resources
may account for ISIL repositioning
across areas under its control. ISIL
had to transfer in late December
800 Chechens, Afghans, and Syr-
ians with their families to the city
of Tel Affar (50km west of Mosul),
which was scene of heavy fighting.
The number of Islamic State check-
points and patrols also dwindled in
the Syrian border town of Al-Boka-
mel in January with troops possibly
funnelled into Iraq.

ISIL relies heavily on the loyalty of
both its muhajireen (foreign fight-
ers) base and ansar (local support-

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP S.A.L OFFSHORE (CCC)

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

e Petrochemical plants, refineries.
e Heavy, light industrial plants.
@ Power and desalination plants.
@ Fuel and water storage tanks.
@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

e Offshore structures and underwater works.

e Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
6 Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
e Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

ers). While the organization’s suc-
cesses bolstered its appeal among
foreign fighters, warlords, and tribes
whether in Syria or Iraq, new losses
may be starting to chip away at its
aura of power. The rate of recruit-
ment has dropped by more than half
in February (only 54 recruited) com-
pared to January 2015. Compare
this figure to June 2014, when near-
ly 6000 fighters had joined ISIS.
Growing defections, rising tensions,
and declining local recruitment puts
added pressure on ISIL and pro-
vides the US-led coalition and the
Bagdad government with a window
of opportunity to degrade the orga-
nization. But in Iraq, other social,
political, and economic reasons
account for local support of ISIL.
Naji’s tactic using tribal antagonism
to breed organizational loyalty may
not have had enough time to sink in,
but for many Sunnis—particularly in

AN

@ Air purification for industry
e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

e High quality buildings & sports complexes.
e Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630

E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Irag—no credible alternative to ISIL
has emerged. The Iraqi government
will need to take concerted steps to
diffuse sectarian tensions and pres-
ent itself as that alternative. ISIL
also benefits from the use of both
Syrian and Iraqi territory according
to its military needs. The anti-ISIL
coalition will need a more compre-
hensive approach in Syria if it hopes
to win the day.

Mona Alamiis a Nonresident Fel-
low with the Atlantic Council’s Rafik
Hariri Center currently reporting
from Iraq. She is a French-Lebanese
Jjournalist and based in Beirut. Fol-
low her on Twitter @monaalami.

Republished with permission
from Atlantic Council.

This article originally appeared
on Atlantic Council's MENASource
Blog.
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