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Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, March 4—Both the 
Houthis and the General People’s 
Congress (GPC) rejected calls by 
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi on Tues-
day for political talks to be held in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

Hadi called for the change of lo-
cation during a meeting Tuesday 
with tribal leaders from the Yafe 
tribe of Lahj governorate. Hadi had 
previously called for the talks to be 
moved to Taiz or Aden, after declar-
ing Sana’a an “occupied city.”

“It’s impossible for the nego-
tiations to continue in Sana’a and 
some parties have refused to hold 
talks in Aden or Taiz. Therefore, 
the negotiations must be held in Ri-
yadh,” Hadi was reported as saying 
by sheikhs who attended the meet-
ing. 

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
EHU�RI�WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�LQ�
Sana’a, told the Yemen Times that 
WKH� JURXS� ÀDWO\� UHIXVHV� WKH� PRYH��
which he described as “illogical.”

“Hadi’s call to move [the talks] 
to Riyadh is an attempt to obstruct 
the negotiations. We all know that 

Saudi Arabia considers Ansar Allah 
[the Houthis] a terrorist group, so 
how can we go there to participate 
in negotiations?” he asked. 

Al-Bukhaiti says that Hadi clearly 
knew the Houthis would not agree to 
hold negotiations in Riyadh and that 
KLV�FDOO�ZDV�DQ�H̆RUW� WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�
support for himself from Saudi Ara-
bia and to show the international 
community that the Houthis are ob-
structing the dialogue. 

“We participated in the National 
Dialogue Conference [NDC] in 
Sana’a and two of our representa-
tives, Ahmed Sharaf Al-Deen and 
Abdulkarim Jadban, were assassi-
nated. But we didn’t demand that 
the dialogue be moved,” Al-Bukhaiti 
said. “Would Hadi and the other 
parties agree to hold negotiations in 
Sa’ada or Tehran?” 

Al-Bukhaiti said the Houthis were 
not opposed to moving the talks to a 
neutral country, if all other parties 
agree. Earlier in the week, however, 
he told the Yemen Times that the 
dialogue “[began] in Sana’a and will 
end in Sana’a.”
+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� PHPEHU�

Ali Al-Qahoom contradicted Al-

Bukhaiti’s claim that the movement 
was willing to hold talks outside of 
Yemen. 

The GPC also dubbed Hadi’s call 
“illogical,” saying it will result in 
more delays in the negotiations pro-
cess. 

Abdulmalik Al-Fuhaidi, editor-
in-chief of the GPC’s mouthpiece, 
Al-Motamar Net, told the Yemen 
Times the GPC is against holding 
the negotiations in any place other 
than Yemen. 

“The negotiations should be held 
in Yemen and not in any other coun-
WULHV�� +DGL� ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW� WR� REMHFW�
when the political parties wanted 
to hold the NDC outside Yemen and 
now he is calling for this. This raises 
many questions,” he added. 

Negotiations resumed?
It remains unclear whether talks are 
taking place between the Houthis 
and other parties at the Movenpick 
hotel in Sana’a.

Al-Qahoom told the Yemen 
Times Wednesday evening that the 
Houthis are not involved in the ne-
gotiations at the Movenpick. He said 
the Houthis are currently focused 

on establishing the Transitional Na-
tional Council that was announced 
via a “constitutional declaration” on 
Feb. 6. 

According to Al-Fuhaidi, the GPC, 
the Houthis, and the Islah, Nas-
serist and Socialist parties resumed 
negotiations on Monday, under the 
supervision of UN Special Envoy to 
Yemen Jamal Benomar.

“We haven’t reached an agree-
ment yet because the political par-
ties are focused on new issues, such 
as moving to Aden or Taiz to hold 
the talks,” he said. 

In the opening of Monday’s ses-
sion, which was televised, Benomar 
said, “I welcome the resumption of 
negotiations by all political parties 
in Yemen. Now all parties are here 
and this will allow us to move for-
ward in the negotiations without 
delay to reach a political agreement 
that reassures the Yemenis.”

Adnan Al-Udaini, deputy head 
of the Islah Party’s Media Depart-
ment, also told the Yemen Times 
that these groups are participating. 
According to Al-Udaini, the latest 
session, which was held on Monday, 
was spent discussing a location for 

the negotiations. He said no agree-
ment was reached.  

The Islah Party welcomes the call 
by Hadi for talks to be held in Ri-
yadh, Al-Udaini said.

+DWLP�$EX�+DWLP�� D� OHDGLQJ�¿J-
ure within the Nasserist Party, told 
the Yemen Times that his party sup-
ports holding the talks outside Ye-
men but not in Saudi Arabia.

Houthis, GPC refuse to hold talks in Riyadh
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Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, March 4—Two explo-
sions targeted Houthis Tuesday in 
the districts of Al-Baida and Al-Za-
her in Al-Baida governorate, leav-
ing a total of ten people dead and 15 
injured. 
7KH� ¿UVW� H[SORVLRQ� RFFXUUHG� DW� ��

p.m. Tuesday in Al-Baida city. Eight
people were killed and 12 others
were injured when a car exploded
at the Youth House, an institution
which used to be run by the Ministry
of Youth and Sport and is now oc-
cupied by Houthis.

Adel Al-Asbahi, security chief of 
Al-Baida governorate, told the Ye-
men Times that a car loaded with 
WKUHH� $4$3� ḊOLDWHV� WDUJHWHG� WKH�
Houthis gathered at the Youth 
+RXVH�� NLOOLQJ� ¿YH�+RXWKLV� DQG� LQ-
juring 12 others. 

Three AQAP militants were also 
killed, one in the explosion and two 

during the clashes that ensued be-
tween with the Houthis in the build-
ing. 

Fahd Al-Taweel, a journalist 
based in Al-Baida city, agreed with 
Al-Asbahi’s version of events. He 
FODUL¿HG� WKDW� WKH� H[SORVLRQ� NLOOHG�
¿YH�+RXWKLV�DQG�RQH�$4$3�VXVSHFW�
at the gate outside the Youth House, 
and the other two AQAP members 
“jumped out of the car seconds be-
IRUH� WKH�H[SORVLRQ� WKHQ�RSHQHG�¿UH�
on Houthis inside the house, injur-
ing 12 before they were shot dead.”

Al-Taweel said Houthi militants 
have been stationed in the Youth 
House since they took over the city 
on Feb. 10, roughly four months af-
ter their advance into the governor-
ate. 

The house is located inside the 
Ministry of Youth and Sport’s com-
pound in the city, which also in-
cludes a sports stadium and other 
facilities. According to Al-Taweel, 

the Houthi militants have been us-
ing it as an outpost.

Coordinated attack?
The second attack on Tuesday oc-
curred in Al-Zaher district, which 
borders Al-Baida to the west. An 
improvised explosive device (IED) 
targeted a vehicle carrying Houthis 
in the district’s Al-Humaikani area, 
killing two and injuring three. 

The attack occurred at 9 p.m, ac-
cording to Saleh Al-Humaikani, a 
tribesman from the area, four hours 
after the one in Al-Baida.

Yahya Abu Ali, a Houthi militant 
based in Al-Baida city, said that, 
“The attack that took place in Al-
Zaher makes it clear that Al-Qaeda 
operatives are holed up in this dis-
trict and we won’t move back un-
til we purge the district from their 
wrongdoings.”

On Feb. 17, the Houthis entered 
Al-Zaher hours after signing an 

agreement brokered by the gover-
norate’s security chief. The deal, 
between the Houthis and tribes-
men from three districts, including 
Al-Zaher, allowed the Houthis to 
enter temporarily to target AQAP 
members and then to withdraw. 
However, many residents claim the 
Houthis have violated the agree-
ment.  

Al-Taweel claimed the timing of 
the attacks was not coincidental 
and they were “planned by AQAP 
in a bid to force Houthis out of the 
governorate, especially after they 
reneged on the agreement signed 
between them and tribesmen.”

Al-Humaikani denied the Al-
Humaikani tribe had any involve-
ment in the attack, but said that the 
“Houthis will be targeted not only by 
AQAP but also by tribesmen as long 
as they still occupy Al-Zaher district, 
deploying their militants in public 
institutions, including schools, and 

on some mountains under the pre-
text of pursuing AQAP militants.” 

On Tuesday AQAP claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack on the 
Youth House in Al-Baida city. As 
of Wednesday evening it appeared 
they had not claimed responsibility 
for the attack in Al-Zaher, but their 
Twitter account was deleted.

“The Houthis, through their on-
JRLQJ� DQG� XQMXVWL¿HG� SUHVHQFH� LQ�
Al-Zaher… might prompt tribes-

PHQ�WR�VLGH�ZLWK�$4$3�WR�¿JKW�WKH�
Houthis,” Al-Humaikani added.

The Houthis took control of the 
districts of Dhi Naem and Sharia on 
Feb. 8. Their advances on both dis-
WULFWV� FDPH�GD\V�DIWHU�YLROHQW�¿JKW-
ing between Houthis, backed by the 
army, and tribesmen from those 
districts who were believed to be 
EDFNHG� E\� $4$3�� 7KH� ¿JKWLQJ� OHIW�
at least 45 dead from both sides and 
dozens more wounded.

Dual explosions rock Al-Baida 

7KH�<RXWK�+RXVH�LQ�$O�%DLGD�FLW\��RFFXSLHG�E\�+RXWKL�PLOLWDQWV��ZDV�
WDUJHWHG�E\�PHPEHUV�RI�$4$3�

5KHWRULF�YV��%HKDYLRU:�+RXWKL�UKHWRULF�E\�WKH�OLEHUDO�ZLQJ�RI�WKH�+RXWKL�PRYHPHQW��LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�3ROLWLFDO�2I¿FH��LV�UHODWLYHO\�SUR-
JUHVVLYH�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�ZRPHQ¶V�ULJKWV��%XW�WKH�EHKDYLRU�RI�SRSXODU�FRPPLWWHHV�WRZDUGV�ZRPHQ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�KDV�JDUQHUHG�FRQFHUQV�DQG�FULWLFLVP��
DQG�WKH�JURXS�LV�DFFXVHG�RI�D�QXPEHU�RI�YLRODWLRQV��3LFWXUHG�DERYH��+RXWKL�ZRPHQ�FRPPHPRUDWLQJ�WKH������XSULVLQJ�RQ�6LWHHQ�6WUHHW�RQ�)HE������
5HDG�PRUH�RQ�SDJH����  Photo credit: The Yemen Times  
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SANA’A, March 3—Following a 
speech by the leader of the Houthis 
stating precious stones can be used 
to save the economy without foreign 
aid, Houthi-controlled Al-Thawra 
newspaper—once run by the state—
plagiarized an old report on stones 
by Saba News Agency.

The news article, saying that Ye-
men has 600 types of precious 
stones, was published by Saba 
in June of 2007 and republished 
word-for-word on March 2, 2015, 
in Al-Thawra newspaper, not citing 
Saba as the original source and not 
indicating that the article was writ-
ten in 2007. 

The publishing of the story came 
three days after Abdulmalik Al-
Houthi delivered a speech on Feb. 
26, saying that precious stones can 
provide a strong boost to Yemen’s 
economy, which can survive with-
out foreign aid. The speech was an 
attempt to reassure Yemenis that 
WKH�HFRQRP\�ZRXOG�EH�¿QH� IROORZ-
ing the closure of Western and Gulf 
Cooperation Council embassies in 
Sana’a. 

Several employees at Al-Thawra 
denied that there was any political 
agenda behind republishing the re-
port following Al-Houthi’s speech—
seven years after it was written. The 
article which was published on the 
front page of the paper on Monday. 

“It is not false, and it does not aim 

to promote any agenda or propa-
ganda,” Abas Al-Sayid, the assistant 
managing editor of Al-Thawra, told 
the Yemen Times on Tuesday. “This 
story reminds people of the facts at 
this time.”

Abas said the paper was motivat-
ed to publish the article in response 
to the mocking of Al-Houthi’s 
claims on social media.

“Some have attempted to make 
a mockery of these facts. The topic 
is serious, and the purpose behind 
publishing it is not to improve the 
image of Abdulmalik Al-Houthi. 
These precious stones still exist in 
Yemen, and this is a fact.”

He conceded that it was wrong 
to plagiarize the piece but added 
that the article itself was accurate. 
Abdulbasit Al-Nawa, a journalist at 
Al-Thawra who said he was neutral 
towards the Houthis, believes the 
act of plagiarism was an oversight. 

“Mistakes like this do happen. In 
my opinion, the repeated publish-
ing of the report was not intention-
al, and the newspaper had better 
publish an erratum to clarify this,” 
he said. 

Mohammad Mutair, another 
journalist at paper, said he was not 
sure what the motivation behind 
the re-publishing of the article was.  
“The purpose is either to glorify Al-
Houthi or to remind people of the 
information because of its impor-
tance.” 

However, another journalist at 

Al-Thawra, who spoke to the Ye-
men Times on condition of ano-
nymity citing a fear of repercussion 
from the Houthis, said that, “the 
purpose of publishing this story 
after Al-Houthi’s speech is an at-
WHPSW� WR� LQÀXHQFH� WKH� UHDGHUVKLS�
and further ingratiate itself with the 
Houthis.” 

Following Al-Houthi’s speech, 
anti-Houthi local media as well as 
social media reacted with sarcasm 
and satire to Al-Houthi’s claims 
that precious stones could boost the 
country’s income and replace for-
eign assistance. 

Azoz Al-Samei, a Yemeni writer 
in Taiz, posted on his Facebook ac-
FRXQW�WKDW�¿QDQFLDO�HVWLPDWHV�LQGL-
cate “Yemen will export millions of 
stones a day.” 

Rami Iskander, a journalist based 
in Hadramout, posted a photo on 
his Facebook account of several 
men trying to move a boulder with 
the caption: “If you men keep work-
ing at it, we will have a budget sur-
plus that rivals the budgets of all the 
Gulf states combined.” 

Nabil Subei, a writer based in 
Sana’a, complained on Facebook 
that the plan put forward by Al-
Houthi “[proves] that this man is 
leading Yemen straight to hell.” 

The Houthis took over the state-
run daily Al-Thawra in mid-De-
cember. The paper has since seen 
a radical pro-Houthi change in 
editorial policy and regularly prints 
Houthi speeches and statements in 
full. Former Minister of Informa-
tion Nadia Al-Sakkaf [Disclosure: 
Al-Sakkaf is the former editor-in-
chief of the Yemen Times] ordered 
the paper to stop printing on Dec. 
���DQG�WROG�WKH�SUHVV�WKDW�DOO�ṘFLDO�
media institutions no longer repre-
sent the government’s views. 

Economist Mustfa Nasr, the 
head of the Sana’a-based Economic 
Studies Media Center, said that as 
a developing country, Yemen is in 
desperate need of foreign aid and 
assistance. 

“It is true that precious stones 
can help improve the national econ-
omy, but this cannot happen over 
night. The economy should be left 
to the economists.” 

Al-Thawra plagiarizes report, 
social media mocks Al-Houthi’s 
economic proposals

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, March 3—There are 
FRQÀLFWLQJ� UHSRUWV� DV� WR� ZKHWKHU�
6DOHK�+DEUD��D�OHDGLQJ�¿JXUH�LQ�WKH�
Houthi movement and the former 
KHDG�RI�WKH�JURXS¶V�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH��
is under house arrest.

A senior source inside the 
+RXWKLV¶� 0HGLD� 2̇FH�� VSHDNLQJ�
to the Yemen Times on condition 
of anonymity, said that Habra has 
been under house arrest in Sa’ada 
governorate since Monday.

According to the source, Habra is 
being internally investigated for al-
leged links with Saudi princes and 
for being an agent of Saudi Arabia, 
one of the Houthis’ main oppo-
nents.

Habra is a prominent member 
RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� DQG�
served as its head until last August. 
He was a Houthi representative and 
Hadi’s deputy for the National Dia-
logue Conference (NDC). 

Habra often travels between 
Sa’ada, where his family lives, and 

the capital Sana’a. According to 
the source, he meets Houthi leader 
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi regularly to 
discuss political developments, and 
met him as recently as a few days 
before being put under house arrest. 
The source claimed that the group 
feared Habra was about to travel 
WR�6DQD¶D�WKHQ�ÀHH�WR�6DXGL�$UDELD��
or defect from the group and meet 
Hadi in the southern city of Aden. 

As a result, the source claims, the 
group was forced to put Habra un-
der house arrest while they inves-

tigate claims. “The group deployed 
armed men near Habra’s house to 
monitor him and stop him from 
leaving in case he attempts to do 
so,” said the source, who was unable 
to reveal information regarding the 
credibility of the claims. 

However, Hamza Al-Houthi, a 
member of the Houthi Political Of-
¿FH�� GHQLHG� WKDW� +DEUD� LV� XQGHU�
house arrest. “Saleh Habra is one 
of the most important leaders in 
the group, he was the head of the 
JURXS¶V�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH��ZH�ZLOO�QHY-
er believe reports that he is an agent 
of Saudi Arabia,” he told the Yemen 
Times.

“This news tarnishes the reputa-
tion of our righteous father Saleh 
Habra, who contributed greatly in 
getting the group to its current sta-
tus... these accusations are not true, 
they are rumors, his place is safe and 

secured among 
the group.”

R e p e a t e d 
calls to Habra 
on Wednesday 
from the Yemen 
Times went un-
answered. 

Yasser Al-
Awadhi, the as-
sistant of the 
general secre-
tary of the Gen-
eral People’s 
Congress (GPC), 
wrote on Twitter 
that, “Abdulma-
lik Al-Houthi 
imposed house 
arrest on Saleh 
Habra and placed heavy security 
around his house preventing him 
from leaving Sa’ada and accusing 

him of being an 
agent for Saudi 
Arabia.”

Habra signed 
a number of 
agreements on 
behalf of the 
Houthis, such as 
the Doha Agree-
ment in 2008, 
made between 
the Houthis and 
former Presi-
dent Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh, to 
end the fourth 
round of war 
between the 
Houthis and 
the army. Hab-

UD� DOVR� VLJQHG� WKH� ¿QDO� 1'&� RXW-
comes document on behalf of the 
Houthis in January 2014.

Prominent Houthi member allegedly under house arrest

Al-Houthi’s announcement was mocked on social media. This photo 
had the following caption: “If you men keep working at it, we will 
have a budget surplus that rivals the budgets of all the Gulf states 
combined.” 

+DEUD�ZDV�D�+RXWKL�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�WR�WKH�1'&�DQG�VLJQHG�WKH�¿QDO�1'&�RXWFRPHV�GRFXPHQW�RQ�EHKDOI�
of the group in January 2014.

Sources claim Habra is being 
investigated by the Houthis for 
being an agent of Saudi Arabia.
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The soap opera that is 
Yemeni politics took an-
other dramatic turn on 
Feb. 21 when President 
Abdu Rabu Mansour 

+DGL� ÀHG� KRXVH� DUUHVW� DQG� PDGH�
his way to Aden, declaring himself 
the country’s sole legitimate ruler. 
Then on Sunday, March 1, he said 
that Yemen’s capital is an “occupied 
city.” 

Later that day, the Nasserist and 
Islah parties welcomed his latest 
declaration. 

Nasserist leader Hatem Abu Ha-
tem told the Yemen Times that, 
“Hadi's declaration that Sana’a is an 
occupied city sends a strong mes-
sage to the Houthis in hopes that 
they reconsider the steps they have 
taken since they toppled Sana'a on 
Sept. 21.” 

He added that Hadi is “still the le-
gitimate president of Yemen and we 
support him. His legitimacy ends 
when the transitional period ends 
and a new president is elected.” 

The president’s statement came 
GXULQJ�D�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�WULEDO�¿JXUHV�
and sheikhs from Al-Jawf, Marib, 
Shabwa and Al-Baida on Sunday 
morning. The president said that 
Sana’a is occupied by Iran’s Yemeni 
followers, the Houthis. 

The Houthis, a Zaydi-Shia group 
traditionally based in Yemen’s 
northern governorate of Sa’ada, 
began seizing territories in the af-
termath of Yemen’s 2011 uprising, 
following the power-vacuum creat-
ed by the stepping down of former 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh. This 
past summer, the group entered 
Sana’a following an unpopular de-

cision to remove fuel subsidies, and 
set-up camp and began regular pro-
tests. On Sept. 21, the group took 
over the capital following clashes 
with state security forces.

The president signed a peace-
agreement with the Houthis called 
the Peace and National Partnership 
Agreement, which resulted in the 
formation of a new government. 
After rejecting the president’s ini-
tial nomination for prime minister, 
Khaled Bahah was chosen as the 
country’s new prime minister and 
established a Cabinet.

That Cabinet, along with the 
prime minister and the president, 
resigned on Jan. 21 following the 
takeover of the Presidential Palace

Pro-Houthi attorney Abdulaziz 
Al-Baghdadi is the owner of Al-
%DJKGDGL� ODZ� ¿UP� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� +H�
says Hadi’s declaration is a danger-
ous one, and wondered if Hadi was 
under the weather and not in his 
right mind when he made it.

“Hadi said Yemen is occupied by 
the Houthis, but the Houthis are 
Yemenis—not foreign nationals. If 
we accept this reasoning, it is only 
logical that we conclude that Hadi 
was also occupying Sana’a. He is 
not the legitimate president. The 
election that brought him to power 
only granted him two years.” 

Al-Baghdadi acknowledged that 
his term was extended by the Na-
tional Dialogue Conference, but 
said that since his extra year in 
power was unsuccessful, that his 
authority is no longer legitimate. 

Hadi also said that he will, “con-
front the Houthis in order to main-
WDLQ� D�XQL¿HG�<HPHQ�´�+H�DFFXVHG�
them, along with Iran and former 
President Saleh, of sabotaging the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Initiative that outlined the coun-

try’s political transition. 
A high-ranking member of the Is-

lah party, who declined to be publi-
FDOO\�LGHQWL¿HG�GXH�WR�WKH�VHQVLWLYLW\�
of the political situation and citing 
concerns that he could be disap-
peared, praised Hadi’s announce-
ment. The source said it would re-
sult in more international isolation 
against the Houthis, while allowing 
formal relations with the outside 
world to continue in Aden, “where 
the legitimate president is.” 

Following Hadi’s resignation, 
Western and Arab embassies shut 
GRZQ�DQG�HYDFXDWHG�WKHLU�VWD̆��

The General People’s Congress 
(GPC), led by former President 
Saleh, denounced the move. Its 
spokesperson, Abdulmalik Al-Fo-
hadi, who is also the editor-in-chief 
of GPC mouthpiece Al-Motamar 
Net, told the Yemen Times that Ha-
di’s statement amounted to a decla-
ration of war.

“It’s a call to the international 
community to besiege Sana’a and 
to take action against the Houthis,” 
he said. 

Hadi’s decaration came after 
daily protests in numerous gov-
ernorates, most notably: Sana’a, 
Taiz, Aden, Hodeida and Dhamar. 
Sheikhs from southern governor-
ates as well as Marib, Al-Baida and 
Al-Jawf had also called on the presi-
dent to declare Sana’a occupied. 

Abdulmalik Al-Hasamani, a 
youth protester in Sana’a, said Hadi 
met the youth’s demands by making 
the declaration.

“Now the real revolution, the one 
against the Houthis, has begun. We 
will kick them out of Sana’a. The 
state’s institutions will be relocated 
to Aden and the Houthis can be at-
tacked militarily,” Al-Hasamani 
said. 

A tribal sheikh from Marib, Saleh 
Lanjaf, said he and other sheikhs 
had to make the declaration.

“We are prepared to expel the 
Houthis from all governorates. We 
ZLOO� ¿JKW� ZLWK� KLP� XQWLO� WKH� ODVW�
man dies.” 

Lanjaf has previously told the Ye-
men Times that there are 30,000 
¿JKWHUV�PRELOL]HG�DQG�UHDG\�WR�¿JKW�
from Al-Baida, Marib and Al-Jawf. 

Legal consequences for being 
an “occupied city”?
Mohammed Al-Helali is an attor-
ney with the Yemeni human rights 
group, The National Organization 
for Defending Rights and Freedoms 
(HOOD).

In his legal opinion, Al-Helali 
says that Hadi is the legitimate 
president of the country since with-
drawing his resignation last week. 
Al-Helali said the resignation was 
invalid since it was made under co-
ercion. Hadi’s personal residence 
and the Presidential Palace were 
both shelled and he remained un-
GHU�KRXVH�DUUHVW�XQWLO�ÀHHLQJ�6DQD¶D�
for Aden on Feb. 21. 

Hadi’s resignation was also never 
accepted by Parliament. Despite 
initial plans to meet to vote over the 
issue, a vote was never taken. 

Al-Helali says the declaration of 
Sana’a as an occupied city by Hadi 
will usher in new developments.

The international community, he 

says, must now deal with Sana’a as a 
militia-controlled city, and not just 
a city in crisis that could emerge 
from crisis through dialogue. 

Second, he says, all state institu-
tions, including the treasury, will be 
moved to Aden. He believes Hadi’s 
declaration will force the interna-
tional community to impose new 
sanctions on the Houthis. 

The declaration, he claims, will 
ban governments, organizations 
and diplomats from dealing with 
the Houthis as political actors with 
legitimate demands. The UN Secu-
rity Council can sanction anyone 
who cooperates with the Houthis, 
he said, as a way to diplomatically 
isolate the group further. 

7KH�OHJDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�UDPL¿FDWLRQV�RI�
declaring Sana’a an “occupied city”

Houthi gunmen, some in military uniform, positioned near a pro-Houthi demonstration in the capital 
Sana’a in mid-February.
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DQG�KHDOWK\� OLIH��7KH�PDQGDWH�RI� WKH�:)3�
LV� WR� SURYLGH� HPHUJHQF\� DQG� GHYHORSPHQW�
DVVLVWDQFH�WR�HUDGLFDWH�KXQJHU�DQG�SRYHUW\�
DPRQJVW� WKH� SRRUHVW� DQG� PRVW� IRRG�LQVH�
FXUH�FRXQWULHV�DQG�SRSXODWLRQV�

7KH�:)3�KDV�EHHQ�UXQQLQJ�SURJUDPPHV�LQ�
<HPHQ�ZLWK�LWV�FRXQWU\�RI¿FH�LQ�6DQD¶D�DQG�
RI¿FHV�LQ�RWKHU�JRYHUQRUDWHV�VLQFH�������7KH�
:)3¶V�FXUUHQW�WZR�\HDU�SURMHFW�KDV�YDULRXV�
SURJUDPPHV� UHDFKLQJ� �� PLOOLRQ� EHQH¿FLD�
ULHV� LQ�<HPHQ�FRYHULQJ� UHOLHI�DVVLVWDQFH� WR�
,'3V��PLJUDQWV��UHIXJHHV�DQG�PDOQRXULVKHG�
FKLOGUHQ��SUHJQDQW�DQG�ODFWDWLQJ�ZRPHQ��DV�
ZHOO� DV� UHVLOLHQFH�EXLOGLQJ� DFWLYLWLHV� IRU� WKH�
<HPHQL� SRSXODWLRQ� WKURXJK� SURWHFWLYH� DQG�
SURGXFWLYH�VDIHW\�QHWV�SURJUDPPHV��XQFRQ�
GLWLRQDO�DQG�FRQGLWLRQDO� IRRG�FDVK�WUDQVIHUV�
ZLWK�DVVHW�FUHDWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV��� VWXQWLQJ�SUH�
YHQWLRQ� QXWULWLRQ� LQWHUYHQWLRQV�� DQG� VFKRRO�
IHHGLQJ�SURJUDPPHV��

7KH�:)3� GHVLUHV� WR� HQJDJH� TXDOL¿HG� DQG�
H[SHULHQFHG�FRPSDQLHV� WR�SURYLGH�DVVHVV�
PHQW�DQG�PRQLWRULQJ�VHUYLFHV�LQ�<HPHQ�IRU�
LWV�SURJUDPPHV��

7KH�VFRSH�RI�RXWVRXUFHG�ZRUNV�FRQVLVWV�RI�
DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�PRQLWRULQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��EXW�LV�
QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�H[HFXWLRQ�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
VHUYLFHV��7KH�:)3�LV�WKHUHIRUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�FDSDFLW\�WR�

Access:
��+DYH�D�GHPRQVWUDWHG�DELOLW\� WR� QHJRWLDWH�
DFFHVV�DW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�OHYHO�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH� GLIIHUHQW� JRYHUQRUDWHV� DQG� GLVWULFWV�
ZKHUH�VXSSRUW�LV�UHTXLUHG�

��8QGHUWDNH�¿HOG�PLVVLRQV�WR�DOO�)LQDO�'LVWUL�
EXWLRQ�3RLQWV��)'3V��DV�SURYLGHG�E\�:)3�
WR�HVWDEOLVK�FRQWDFWV�DQG�DOORZ�PRQLWRULQJ�
WR�WDNH�SODFH�

Assessment:
��8QGHUWDNH�HPHUJHQF\�IRRG�QHHGV�DVVHVV�
PHQW� LQ� DUHDV� LQDFFHVVLEOH� WR�:)3� VWDII�
LQ� FROODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK� JRYHUQPHQW� DQG�RU�
:)3�SDUWQHUV�

��8QGHUWDNH�IRRG�VHFXULW\�PRQLWRULQJ��DV�UH�
TXLUHG�

�� &RQGXFW� DQ\� RWKHU� UHOHYDQW� DVVHVVPHQW�
DQG�VWXGLHV�DV�UHTXLUHG�

Monitoring:
��3UHSDUH�D�PRQWKO\�PRQLWRULQJ�SODQ�LQ�OLQH�
ZLWK� :)3� UHTXLUHPHQWV�� DQG� DGDSW� WKH�
PRQLWRULQJ�SODQ�WR�:)3�SURJUDPPH�QHHGV�
DQG�SULRULWLHV�RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�ZLWK�FORVH�
FRQVXOWDWLRQ� ZLWK� :)3� 6XE�2I¿FHV� DQG�
&RXQWU\�2I¿FH�

��8QGHUWDNH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�PRQLWRULQJ�VLWH�YLVLWV�
DV�SHU�PRQWKO\�PRQLWRULQJ�SODQ��IROORZLQJ�
:)3¶V�PRQLWRULQJ�JXLGHOLQHV��SURFHGXUHV��
DQG�IRUPV��WR�UHJXODUO\�DVVHVV�WKH�SK\VL�
FDO�SURJUHVV�RI�:)3�DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� UHODWLRQ�
WR�RULJLQDO�SODQV�DQG�LGHQWLI\�SURJUHVV�DQG�

FRQVWUDLQWV� LQ� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� DQG� PDNH�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRU�LPSURYHPHQW�

�� 8QGHUWDNH� SRVW�GLVWULEXWLRQ�PRQLWRULQJ� RI�
:)3�DFWLYLWLHV�DV�SHU�WKH�:)3�JXLGHOLQHV�
DQG� SURYLGH� FRQWH[WXDO� IHHGEDFN� RQ� WKH�
HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�:)3�IRRG��RU�FDVK�DVVLV�
WDQFH�WR�WDUJHW�SRSXODWLRQV�

�� 8QGHUWDNH� GDWD� FROOHFWLRQ� H[HUFLVHV� IRU�
RWKHU�:)3�RXWFRPH�PHDVXUHPHQWV��HYDO�
XDWLRQV�DQG�VSHFLDO�VXUYH\V�

�� (VWDEOLVK� DQG� PDLQWDLQ� D� GDWDEDVH� FRQ�
WDLQLQJ� DOO� )'3V�� GLVWULEXWLRQ� PRQLWRULQJ�
DQG� SRVW�GLVWULEXWLRQ� PRQLWRULQJ� LQIRUPD�
WLRQ�

Reporting:
�� 3URGXFH� D� GLVWULEXWLRQ� PRQLWRULQJ� UHSRUW�
RQ�SURJUDPPH� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�DQG� FKDO�
OHQJHV� HQFRXQWHUHG� IRU� HDFK� GLVWULEXWLRQ�
PRQLWRULQJ�VLWH�YLVLW��

��3URGXFH�D�FRQVROLGDWHG�PRQLWRULQJ�UHSRUW�
DW� WKH� HQG� RI� HDFK� PRQWK�� TXDUWHU�� DQG�
\HDU��DQG

��3HUIRUP�RWKHU�UHODWHG�DFWLYLWLHV�DV�UHTXLUHG�
DQG�UHTXHVWHG�

2UJDQL]DWLRQV�RU�¿UPV�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�FDSDF�
LW\�WR�SURYLGH�SDUW�DQG�QRW�DOO�RI�WKH�RXWOLQH�
VHUYLFHV�EHORZ�DUH�VWLOO�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�VHQG�
H[SUHVVLRQV� RI� LQWHUHVW� LQGLFDWLQJ� DUHDV� RI�
WKHLU�VWUHQJWK�

7KLV� DQQRXQFHPHQW� HQFRXUDJHV� QDWLRQDO�
DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO� RUJD�
QL]DWLRQV�DV�ZHOO� DV�SULYDWH� ¿UPV�EDVHG� LQ�
DQG�RXWVLGH�<HPHQ�ZKR�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�
LQ� WKH�XSFRPLQJ� WHQGHU� IRU�RXWVRXUFLQJ�DV�
VHVVPHQW� DQG� PRQLWRULQJ� VHUYLFHV� IRU� WKH�
DERYH�PHQWLRQHG�:)3�SURJUDPPHV� LQ�<H�
PHQ�� )ROORZLQJ� WKH� GHDGOLQH� IRU� VXEPLV�
VLRQ� RI� WKH� (2,�� :)3�PD\�� EDVHG� RQ� WKH�
UHVSRQVHV�WR�WKH�&DSDFLW\�4XHVWLRQQDLUH�RI�
\RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VXEPLWWHG�DQG�DW�LWV�DEVR�
OXWH� GLVFUHWLRQ�� VKRUWOLVW� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� ZKR�
ZLOO�WKHQ�EH�LQYLWHG�WR�ELG�IRU�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�
DQG� PRQLWRULQJ� VHUYLFHV� WR� WKH� ORFDWLRQV�
LGHQWL¿HG�LQVLGH�<HPHQ�

,QWHUHVWHG� FRPSDQLHV� DUH� HQFRXUDJHG� WR�
DFFHVV� WKH� 8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� *OREDO� 0DUNHW�
�81*0�� ZZZ�XQJP�RUJ� RU� ,Q�7HQG� �:)3�
HOHFWURQLF� WHQGHULQJ�� KWWSV���XQJP�LQ�WHQG�
FR�XN�ZIS�DVS[�+RPH� WR� GRZQORDG�Capac-
LW\� 4XHVWLRQQDLUH� DORQJ� ZLWK� 6XSSOLHU¶V�
5HJLVWUDWLRQ�)RUP�RU�UHTXHVW�IRU�WKH�VDPH�
E\� VHQGLQJ� WKH� H�PDLO� WR� WKH� IROORZLQJ� DG�
GUHVV�� \HPHQ�SURFXUHPHQW#ZIS�RUJ�� 7KH�
FRPSOHWHG�&DSDFLW\�4XHVWLRQQDLUH�DQG�6XS�
SOLHU¶V�5HJLVWUDWLRQ� )RUP� LQFOXGLQJ� DOO� VXS�
SRUWLQJ�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�UHWXUQHG�WR�
:)3�E\�>��WK�0DUFK������@��DW�>�����@�KUV�
YLD�WKH�OLQNV�DERYH�

&RPSOHWHG� 6XSSOLHU� 5HJLVWUDWLRQ� )RUP� 	�
&DSDFLW\� 4XHVWLRQQDLUH� ZLWK� VXSSRUWLQJ�
GRFXPHQWDWLRQ� PD\� DOVR� EH� UHWXUQHG� LQ� D�
VHDOHG�HQYHORSHV�DGGUHVVHG�DV�IROORZV�

EOI#YEM15NF016-002
$WWQ���3URFXUHPHQW�8QLW
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�:RUOG�)RRG�3URJUDPPH
1RZDNVKRW�6W�
3�2��%R[������
6DQD¶D��<HPHQ

$Q\�HQTXLULHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�(2,�PXVW�EH�
DGGUHVVHG�WR��
\HPHQ�SURFXUHPHQW#ZIS�RUJ

½«èæææüó�ºŝæææħ¢
�ΕΎϣΩΧ�έϳϓϭΗϟ�ΔΑϏέϟ�˯ΩΑϹ�ΓϭϋΩ��ωϭοϭϣϟ
ϥϣϳϟ�ϲϓ�ϲϣϟΎόϟ�ΔϳΫϏϷ�ΞϣΎϧέΑϟ�Ωλέϟϭ�ϡϳϳϘΗϟ

Business Announcement
6XEMHFW��,QYLWDWLRQ�IRU�([SUHVVLRQ�RI�,QWHUHVW�IRU�
WKH�3URYLVLRQ�RI�$VVHVVPHQW�DQG�0RQLWRULQJ�
6HUYLFHV�IRU�:)3�SURJUDPPHV�LQ�<HPHQ�
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forget Hadi’s past

T KHVH�DUH�GL̇FXOW�WLPHV��<RX�GRQ¶W�QHHG�D�PDJLF���EDOO�
WR�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�<HPHQ�LV�DERXW�WR�JHW�D�
ORW�PRUH�GL̇FXOW��,Q�WLPHV�RI�FULVLV��ZH�DUH�DVNHG�WR�
SXW�DVLGH�PDQ\�RI�RXU�YDOXHV�DQG� IRFXV�RQ�VHFXULW\�
DQG�VWDELOLW\��:RUVW�RI�DOO��D�FORXG�RI�DPQHVLD�HPHUJ-

HV�DERXW�RXU�SDVW��DQG�WKRVH�LQ�SRZHU�WRGD\²ZLWK�WKH�FRPSOLFLW\�
RI�WKH�PHGLD²VKDSH�RXU�PHPRU\�RI�WKH�SDVW�
$V�FOLFKpG�DV�LW�LV��ZH�DOO�KDYH�EDJJDJH��+RZHYHU�ZH�IHHO�DERXW�

+DGL�DQG�KLV�OHJLWLPDF\��ZH�KDYH�WR�EH�KRQHVW�DERXW�KLV�GRGJ\�
SDVW�VR�ZH�FDQ�EH�LQIRUPHG�DERXW�GHFLVLRQV�ZH�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�PDNH�
DERXW�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKLV�FRXQWU\��
,I�\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�WKURZ�\RXU�VXSSRUW�EHKLQG�+DGL�EHFDXVH�KH�

LV�WKH�PDLQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�D�UHEHO�JURXS�WKDW�NLGQDSV�DQG�WRUWXUHV�
ZLWK�LPSXQLW\��¿QH��%HLQJ�SULQFLSOHG�GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ�VWUDWHJ\�JRHV�
RXW�ZLWK�ZLQGRZ��
$V�WKH�FRXQWU\�IXUWKHU�GLYLGHV�EHWZHHQ�+RXWKLV��VRXWKHUQ�VH-

FHVVLRQLVWV��DQG�PLOLWDU\�IDFWLRQV±ZLWK�WULEHV�¿OOLQJ�LQ�WKH�KROHV�
DQG�$O�4DHGD�¿OOLQJ�LQ�WKH�FUDFNV²WKH�H[��H["��SUHVLGHQW�SUHV-
HQWV�WKH�EHVW�DQG�SHUKDSV�RQO\�FKDQFH�DW�KROGLQJ�LW�DOO�WRJHWKHU��
:KLOH�KH�ODFNV�WKH�EDFNLQJ�RI�PXFK�RI�WKH�*3&��KH�KDV�WKH�RWKHU�
PDMRU�SDUWLHV�EHKLQG�KLP��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�QRZ�GHIXQFW�&DELQHW�
DQG�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\��
,I�+DGL�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�VXSSRUWHG��LW�PXVW�EH�FOHDU�WKDW�LW�LV�RQO\�

EHFDXVH� WKH�DOWHUQDWLYHV�DUH�ZRUVH�� ,W� LV�D� WHPSRUDU\�PHDVXUH��
DQG�ZKHQ�WKH�WLPH�FRPHV�+DGL�PXVW� OHDYH��7KH�PDQ�GRHV�QRW�
GHVHUYH�WR�SOD\�D�UROH�LQ�<HPHQ¶V�IXWXUH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�UROH�KH�
SOD\HG�LQ�LWV�SDVW��
2I�FRXUVH��LI�KH�GHFLGHV�WR�UXQ�LQ�IXWXUH�HOHFWLRQV�DQG�ZLQV��KH�

ZLOO�EH�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��DQG�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�KLV�SDVW��
ZLOO�EH�WKH�OHJLWLPDWH�UXOHU�RI�<HPHQ��'HVHUYLQJ�RU�QRW��WKDW¶V�GH-
PRFUDF\��%XW�LI�ZH�FRQVSLUH�WR�KLGH�KLV�SDVW�IURP�WKH�SXEOLF��WKDW�
LV�QRW�GHPRFUDF\��'HPRFUDF\� UHTXLUHV�YLEUDQW��KRQHVW� DQG� LQ-
GHSHQGHQW�SUHVV�VR�WKDW�<HPHQLV�FDQ�PDNH�LQIRUPHG�GHFLVLRQV��
%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�GHDIHQLQJ�VLOHQFH�VXUURXQGLQJ�+DGL¶V�SDVW��KHUH�

DUH�VRPH�UHPLQGHUV�RI�ZKR�KH�ZDV²DQG�ZKR�KH�LV�
+DGL��D�VRXWKHUQHU��ZDV�SURPRWHG�WR�PLQLVWHU�RI�GHIHQVH�GXU-

LQJ�WKH������FLYLO�ZDU�DQG�OHG�WKH�EORRG\�ZDU�DJDLQVW�6RXWK�<H-
PHQ�� $IWHU� WKH� RQH�FDQGLGDWH� HOHFWLRQ� VWLSXODWHG� E\� WKH� *XOI�
&RRSHUDWLRQ�&RXQFLO��*&&��GHDO�WKDW�ZDV�UHMHFWHG�E\�WKH�\RXWK�
PRYHPHQW²WKH�GULYLQJ�IRUFH�EHKLQG�WKH�XSULVLQJ²KH�ZDV�SXW�LQ�
FKDUJH�RI�D�WUDQVLWLRQDO�SURFHVV�WR�DGGUHVV�VRXWKHUQ�JULHYDQFHV�
IROORZLQJ�WKH�ZDU��7KDW�PHDQV��+H�ZDV�SXW�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�UHVROYLQJ�
WKH�YHU\�JULHYDQFHV�KH�KDG�D�KDQG�LQ�FUHDWLQJ��
5LJKW�QRZ��WKH�+RXWKLV�DUH�VD\LQJ�WKH\�ZLOO�UXOH�IRU�DQ�LQWHULP�

WZR� \HDUV� EHIRUH� HOHFWLRQV�ZLOO� EH� KHOG��5LJKW� QRZ��ZH� KDYH� D�
FKRLFH�WR�PDNH�IURP�WKUHH�DYDLODEOH�RSWLRQV��
:H� KDYH� WKH�+RXWKLV�� ZKR� FKDQW� ³'HDWK� WR� $PHULFD´� ZKLOH�

GULYLQJ�<HPHQ�LQWR�WKH�JURXQG��6DOHK��WKH�PXOWL�ELOOLRQDLUH����
\HDU�DXWRFUDW�ZKR� OLWHUDOO\� UREEHG� WKH�FRXQWU\�RI� LWV� IXWXUH��RU�
+DGL��WKH�PDQ�ZKR�VWRRG�TXLHWO\�E\�KLV�VLGH�ZKLOH�KH�GLG�LW�
7KH�\RXWK�PRYHPHQW�DZRNH�IURP�LWV�VOXPEHU�IROORZLQJ�+DGL¶V�

UHVLJQDWLRQ�RQ�-DQ������DQG�WKH\�DUH�PDNLQJ�DQ�DGPLUDEOH�H̆RUW�
WR�SDYH�WKH�ZD\�IRU�D�IRXUWK�RSWLRQ��$V�+RXWKLV�¿OO�WKHLU�VHFUHW�
SULVRQV�ZLWK� MRXUQDOLVWV��SURWHVWHUV� DQG�DQ\RQH�HOVH�ZKR�FULWL-
FL]HV� WKHLU�EHKDYLRU�� WKDW� IRXUWK�RSWLRQ� LV� ORRNLQJ� OHVV�SRVVLEOH�
HDFK�SDVVLQJ�GD\��
<HPHQLV� DUH� WLUHG�� VFDUHG� DQG� KXQJU\�� 7KH� SRSXODU� VXSSRUW�

WKH�+RXWKLV�URGH�LQWR�WRZQ�ZLWK�DIWHU�+DGL¶V�EDGO\�PDQDJHG�UH-
PRYDO�RI�IXHO�VXEVLGLHV�KDV�ZDQHG��,I�<HPHQLV�GR�QRW�ZDQW�WR�EH�
UXOHG�E\�DUPHG�UHEHOV��WKHUH�DUH�IHZ�RSWLRQV��
6XSSRUWLQJ�+DGL�LV�QRW�³JRRG´�RU�³EDG�´�,W�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�VWUDW-

HJ\�DV� WKLV�SRLQW��7KH�XSULVLQJ�GLG�QRW�EULQJ�GHPRFUDF\��EXW�D�
VR�FDOOHG�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�GHPRFUDF\��
5HFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�ZH�GRQ¶W� OLYH�LQ�D�GHPRFUDF\��ZH�FDQ�PRYH�

IRUZDUG�ZLWK�RXU�XQGHPRFUDWLF�RSWLRQV�DQG�VWDUW�WKH�KDUG�¿JKW�
DKHDG�IRU�D�FRXQWU\�WKDW�UXQV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ZLOO�RI�LWV�SHRSOH��
7KH�<HPHQL�SUHVV�� RU�ZKDW¶V� OHIW� RI� LW� IROORZLQJ� WKH�6HSW�� ���

WDNHRYHU��KDV�REOLJDWLRQV�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�EH\RQG�FRYHULQJ�FHUHPR-
QLHV�DQG�UH�SXEOLVKLQJ�VSHHFKHV�RI�SXEOLF�¿JXUHV��7KRVH�REOLJD-
WLRQV�GR�QRW�FHDVH�ZLWK�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FKDUJHG�SROLWL-
FDO�DWPRVSKHUH��7KH\�LQFUHDVH��

Ahlam Mohsen
DQG Brett Scott
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OQH�FRXOG�EH�IRUJLYHQ�IRU�
WKLQNLQJ� WKDW� WKH� $UDE�
6SULQJ� QHYHU� UHDOO\� RF-
FXUUHG� LQ� ODUJH� SDUWV� RI�
WKH� *XOI� &RRSHUDWLRQ�

&RXQFLO��*&&���&XVKLRQHG�E\�SOHQWL-
IXO�K\GURFDUERQ�UHVHUYHV�DQG�KHDOWK\�
JRYHUQPHQW� EXGJHWV�� DQG� �ZLWK� WKH�
H[FHSWLRQ� RI� %DKUDLQ�� SRSXODWLRQV�
ZKR�ODUJHO\�SUHIHU�VWDELOLW\�WR�FKDRWLF�
SROLWLFDO� FKDQJH�� WKH� *&&� KDV� EHHQ�
DEOH� WR� DYRLG� LQVWDELOLW\� UHDFKLQJ� LWV�
RZQ�WHUULWRU\��,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�KRU-
URUV�RI�,UDT�DQG�6\ULD�DQG�WKH�RQJR-
LQJ� SUREOHPV� LQ� /LE\D�� (J\SW�� DQG�
/HEDQRQ�� *&&� OHDGHUV� KDYH� KDG� LW�
UHODWLYHO\�HDV\��
%XW� VLQFH� ����� WKHUH� KDV� EHHQ� DQ�

LQFUHDVLQJ� UHDOL]DWLRQ� DPRQJ� *&&�
PHPEHUV� WKDW� WKH�8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�� VR�
ORQJ� WKHLU� JXDUDQWRU� RI� VHFXULW\�� LV�
ORVLQJ� LQWHUHVW� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ�� ,Q� UH-
VSRQVH�� WKH� *&&�� DQG� SDUWLFXODUO\�
6DXGL� $UDELD�� KDYH� EHFRPH� LQFUHDV-
LQJO\� IUXVWUDWHG� DV� WKHLU� WUDGLWLRQDO�
VHFXULW\�FDOFXODWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�UDGL-
FDOO\�VKDNHQ��DQG�WKLV�IUXVWUDWLRQ�KDV�
EXEEOHG� RYHU� LQWR� PRUH� DFWLYLVW� UH-
JLRQDO�SROLFLHV�LQ�6\ULD��/LE\D��(J\SW��
DQG� %DKUDLQ�� ZLWK� QRW� DOO� WKH� *XOI�
VWDWHV� DJUHHLQJ� RQ� KRZ� EHVW� WKHVH�
SROLFLHV�VKRXOG�EH�FRQGXFWHG�
7KHUH� DUH� D� QXPEHU� RI� VHULRXV�

KHDGDFKHV� WKH� *&&� VWDWHV� FXUUHQWO\�
PXVW� FRQWHQG� ZLWK�� DQG� IRU� DQ� RU-
JDQL]DWLRQ� IRXQGHG� SULPDULO\� DV� D�
FROOHFWLYH� VHFXULW\� DJUHHPHQW� LQ� UH-
VSRQVH� WR� WKH� ,UDQLDQ� ,VODPLF� UHYR-
OXWLRQ�� LWV�FROOHFWLYH�UHVROYH� LV�XQGHU�
VHYHUH�WHVW�

:LWK�6\ULD��,UDT��DQG�<HPHQ�SURY-
LQJ� VWDJLQJ� SRVWV� IRU� UDGLFDO� 6XQQL�
H[WUHPLVP� DQG� ,UDQLDQ� PHGGOLQJ��
WKH�*&&�VHHV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�WURXEOH�DOO�
DURXQG�LWV�ERUGHUV�

Creative thinking
%XW�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�YHU\�OLWWOH�FUHDWLYH�
WKLQNLQJ�HPHUJLQJ�DV� WR�KRZ� WR� VWD-
ELOL]H� WKH� UHJLRQ�� 6\ULD
V� 3UHVLGHQW�
%DVKDU� $O�$VVDG� PXVW� EH� UHPRYHG�
IURP�SRZHU��DQG�KLV�,UDQLDQ�EDFNHUV�
PDGH�WR�DFFHSW�WKDW�KH�LV�DV�PXFK�D�
FDXVH� IRU� UHJLRQDO�PLVHU\� DV� WKH� ,V-
ODPLF� 6WDWH� RI� ,UDT� DQG� WKH� /HYDQW�
�,6,/���ZKLFK�PXVW�DOVR�VRPHKRZ�EH�
GHVWUR\HG�
<HW� ZKDW� VROXWLRQV� H[LVW� WR� VROYH�

WKHVH� GXDO� DQG� FRQWUDGLFWRU\� SURE-
OHPV"�2XWVLGH� RI� D� SURORQJHG�ZHVW-
HUQ� PLOLWDU\� LQWHUYHQWLRQ� �ZKLFK� LV�
QR�VROXWLRQ�DW�DOO���YHU\�IHZ�
7KH�ELJJHVW�ZRUU\��KRZHYHU��LV�WKH�

VRDS�RSHUD�OLNH�VDJD�WKDW�KDV�HQJXOIHG�
<HPHQ��WKH�*&&
V�WURXEOHG�VRXWKHUQ�
FRXVLQ�� ,QVWDELOLW\� LQ� <HPHQ� SUR-
GXFHV�D�P\ULDG�RI�VHFXULW\�FKDOOHQJHV�
ERWK� H[WHUQDOO\� DQG� LQWHUQDOO\�� DQG��
DV� LQ� 6\ULD� DQG� ,UDT�� FRQWDLQV� WKH�
GRXEOH� FKDOOHQJH� RI� H[SDQGLQJ� ,UD-
QLDQ�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�RQH�KDQG��DQG�H[-
WUHPLVW�6XQQL�,VODP�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�
=D\GL� 6KLD� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� LQVXU-

JHQF\�KDYH�WDNHQ�RYHU� WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�
6DQD¶D��IRUFLQJ�3UHVLGHQW�$EGX�5DEX�
0DQVRXU�+DGL� IURP�SRZHU��RQO\� IRU�
WKH�GHWDLQHG�SUHVLGHQW�WR�HVFDSH�FDS-
WLYLW\� DQG� ÀHH� WR� WKH� VRXWKHUQ� SRUW�
FLW\�RI�$GHQ��7KH�*XOI�VWDWHV�FRQVLGHU�
WKH� +RXWKL� WDNHRYHU� DV� DQ� LOOHJLWL-
PDWH�FRXS��DQG�WKHLU�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�
RXVWHG�SUHVLGHQW�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG� ODVW�
ZHHN�ZKHQ�DOO�VL[�VWDWHV�WRRN�WKH�GH-
FLVLRQ�WR�PRYH�WKHLU�GLSORPDWLF�UHS-

UHVHQWDWLRQV�WR�$GHQ�LQ�D�GLUHFW�PHV-
VDJH�WR�WKH�+RXWKLV�WKDW�WKHLU�FRQWURO�
RYHU�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZLOO�EH�UHVLVWHG�
<HPHQ�FDQQRW�EH�LVRODWHG�IURP�WKH�

*&&��DOWKRXJK�WKH�6DXGLV�KDYH�WDNHQ�
VWHSV�WR�EXLOG�D�VHFXULW\�EDUULHU�LQ�WKH�
SURYLQFHV� RI� -L]DQ� DQG� 1DMUDQ�� WKH�
<HPHQ�FRQQHFWLRQ� WR� WKH�UHVW�RI� WKH�
$UDELDQ�3HQLQVXOD�LV�ORQJ�LQJUDLQHG��
,Q�DOO�WKH�*XOI�VWDWHV��D�VL]DEOH�SRSX-
ODWLRQ�RI�QDWLRQDOV�WUDFH�WKHLU�OLQHDJH�
GLUHFWO\� WR� <HPHQ� DV� FORVH� DV� RQH�
RU� WZR� JHQHUDWLRQV�� DQG� WKH� \HDUO\�
PRYHPHQW�RI�<HPHQLV�QRUWK�LQWR�WKH�
+LMD]�KDV�H[LVWHG�ORQJ�EHIRUH�WKH�$O�
6DXG� ¿QDOO\� ZUHVWHG� FRQWURO� RI� WKH�
SURYLQFH�IURP�WKH�+DVKHPLWH�G\QDV-
W\�LQ������
:LWK�D�QHZ�NLQJ�DW�WKH�KHOP�LQ�5L-

\DGK��KRZ�WKH�*&&�UHDFWV�WR�WKH�FULVLV�
LQ�<HPHQ�ZLOO� VKRZ� MXVW� KRZ�GHWHU-
PLQHG� WKH� *&&� LV� WR� VROYH� VHFXULW\�
FULVHV� LQ� LWV� LPPHGLDWH� UHJLRQ²WKH�
FRPLQJ�PRQWKV� ZLOO� EH� FULWLFDO�� %XW�
EXUQHG� E\� DQ� XQVXFFHVVIXO� PLOLWDU\�
DGYHQWXUH� DJDLQVW� WKH� +RXWKLV� LQ�
����� WKH� 6DXGLV� ZLOO� EH� KHVLWDQW� WR�
FURVV�WKHLU�VRXWKHUQ�ERUGHU�DJDLQ�
0RUH�OLNHO\�ZLOO�EH�D�81�OHG�H̆RUW�

ZKLFK� WKH� 6DXGLV� ZLOO� VSHDUKHDG� WR�
WU\� DQG� IRUFH� WKH� +RXWKLV� WR� UHOLQ-
TXLVK�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKH�HPEHUV�RI�WKH�
<HPHQL�VWDWH��EXW�DJDLQ�LW�LV�GL̇FXOW�
WR�VHH�KRZ�VXFK�D�UHDOLW\�ZLOO�FRPH�WR�
SDVV�ZLWKRXW�ERRWV�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�

Joint military command
7KH� PXFK� YDXQWHG� QHZ� *&&� MRLQW�
PLOLWDU\� FRPPDQG� RI� �������� PHQ�
PD\� EH� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� D� SURFHVV�
WKDW�ZLOO� D̆RUG� WKH�*&&�ZLWK�EHWWHU�
H[SHGLWLRQDU\� FDSDELOLW\�� DQG� FHU-
WDLQO\� LI� WKH� FXUUHQW� *&&� 3HQLQVXOD�
6KLHOG�IRUFH�ZHUH�UHDG\�WR�GR�WKH�MRE�

WKH�<HPHQ�TXHVWLRQ�PLJKW�EH�IDU�HDV-
LHU�WR�VROYH�
%XW�QXPEHUV�GR�QRW�HTXDO�FDSDFLW\�

DQG�WR�EH�FOHDU��WKH�*&&�PD\�VSHQG�
WHQV� RI� ELOOLRQV� SHU� \HDU� RQ�PLOLWDU\�
SXUFKDVHV�� WUDLQLQJ�DQG�VNLOOV� WUDQV-
IHU�� EXW� ZLWK� WKH� H[FHSWLRQ� RI� WKH�
8$(�� WKH�*XOI� VWDWHV�SRVVHVV�DOPRVW�
QR� DELOLW\� WR� RSHUDWH� LQ� DQ� H[WHUQDO�
DQG�VXVWDLQHG�PLOLWDU\�FRQÀLFW�
$OWKRXJK� WKH� 8$(�� 6DXGL� $UDELD�

DQG� %DKUDLQ� DUH� FRQWULEXWLQJ� SRVL-
WLYHO\� WR� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRDOLWLRQ�
DJDLQVW�,6,/��YLD�WKH�XVH�RI�DLUSRZHU��
WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�*&&�IRUFHV�ZRXOG�LQ-
WHUYHQH�LQ�,UDT�RU�6\ULD�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�
LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�VWDELOL]LQJ�PLVVLRQV�LV�
D�ORQJ�ZD\�R̆�
7KLV�\HDU�PDUNV�D�UHDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�

IRU� WKH� *&&� WR� EHJLQ� JHWWLQJ� WKHVH�
TXHVWLRQV�ULJKW��DQG�SXWWLQJ�LQ�SODFH�
ZRUNDEOH� UHVLOLHQW� VHFXULW\� VWUXF-
WXUHV� WKDW�D̆RUG�JUHDWHU�RSHUDWLRQDO�
DXWRQRP\� DQG� GHIHQVH� FDSDELOLW\��
7KH�*&&¶V�IHDU�RI�OHVVHQLQJ�:HVWHUQ�
LQWHUHVW� LQ� WKH�UHJLRQ� LV� WR�VRPH�H[-
WHQW�WUXH��DQG�LI� WKH�YDFXXP�RSHQHG�
XS� E\� OHVV� DVVHUWLYH�:HVWHUQ� SRZHU�
SUHVHQWV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�,UDQ��WKHQ�
WKH�*&&�KDV�WR�VWHS�XS�DQG�GR�PRUH��
0RQH\�DQG�H[SHQVLYH�WR\V�GRQ
W�EX\�
\RX�UHJLRQDO�VWDELOLW\�
7LPH�ZLOO� WHOO� LI� WKH�DOO� WKH�PRQH\�

DQG�WKH�WRXJK�WDON�WUDQVODWH�LQWR�UHDO�
VHFXULW\�VROXWLRQV�IRU�WKH�*&&��EXW�LI�
WKH�*XOI�VWDWHV�DUH�WR�KDYH�DQ\�LQÀX-
HQFH�DW�DOO�RYHU�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�D�FKD-
RWLF�UHJLRQ�EHVHW�E\�ZDU�DQG�LQVWDELO-
LW\��FKDQJH�KDV�WR�VWDUW�QRZ�
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A V�WKH�,UDTL�DUP\�DQG�DI-
¿OLDWHG� PLOLWLDV� VZHHS�
LQWR� QRUWKHUQ� ,UDT� WR�
WU\�WR�UH�WDNH�WKH�FLW\�RI�
7LNULW�IURP�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�

,VODPLF� 6WDWH� �,6���WKH� ORFDO� FLYLOLDQV�
DUH� IHDUIXO� WKH\�PD\�EH�SXQLVKHG� IRU�
WKH�FULPHV�RI�WKH�,VODPLVW�PLOLWDQWV�
$�IRUFH�RI�DURXQG��������PDGH�XS�

RI� DUP\� VROGLHUV� DQG� JRYHUQPHQW�
EDFNHG� 6KLD�PLOLWLDV� WRGD\�PRYHG� WR�
UHFODLP�WKH�FLW\������NLORPHWHUV�QRUWK�
RI� WKH� FDSLWDO� %DJKGDG��ZKLFK� IHOO� WR�
WKH� SUHGRPLQDQWO\� 6XQQL� PLOLWDQW�
JURXS²SUHYLRXVO\� NQRZQ� DV� ,6,/²
ODVW�-XQH�
*KDQLP� $O�$MHHOL�� D� 6XQQL� WULEDO�

VKHLNK� IURP� WKH� $OEX� $MHHO� YLOODJH�
QRUWK�RI�7LNULW�ZKLFK�KDV�XS�WR��������
UHVLGHQWV�� VDLG� KH� IHDUHG� EHLQJ� KHOG�
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�DFWLRQV�RI�,6�
³:H�DUH�YHU\�FRQFHUQHG�E\�WKLV�RS-

HUDWLRQ�´� KH� WROG� ,5,1�� ³7KH� >6KLD@�
PLOLWLDV�ZLOO�HOLPLQDWH�WKH�HQWLUH�WULEH�
RI�$OEX�$MHHO��7KH\�ZRQ¶W�OHDYH�D�VLQ-
JOH�KRXVH�´
+H�VDLG�KLV�DQG�RWKHU�IDPLOLHV�ZHUH�

ÀHHLQJ�WR�WKH�7X]�GLVWULFW�DKHDG�RI�WKH�
DVVDXOW�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�DUHD�
)ROORZHUV� RI� ,VODP� IDOO� XQGHU� WZR�

PDLQ�VHFWV��6XQQL�DQG�6KLD�
6LQFH� WDNLQJ� RYHU� VZDWKV� RI� WHUUL-

WRU\� LQ�QRUWKHUQ�DQG�ZHVWHUQ�,UDT� LQ�
-XQH�ODVW�\HDU��6XQQL�,6�KDV�URXWLQHO\�
EUXWDOO\� DWWDFNHG� 6KLD� FLYLOLDQV�� DV�
ZHOO� DV� &KULVWLDQV� DQG� RWKHU� HWKQLF�
PLQRULWLHV��,W�KDV�DOVR�WDUJHWHG�6XQQLV�

ZKR�RSSRVH�LW�
+XPDQ� ULJKWV� JURXSV� KDYH�DF-

FXVHG�6KLD� PLOLWLDV� RI� URXWLQHO\� DE-
GXFWLQJ�DQG�NLOOLQJ�6XQQL�FLYLOLDQV�LQ�
UHFHQW�PRQWKV�
0DQ\� RI� WKH�PLOLWLDV� KDYH�ORQJ� H[-

LVWHG�LQ�,UDT��EXW�KDYH�ULVHQ�LQ�SRZHU�
DQG�SURPLQHQFH�DIWHU� WKH�,UDTL�DUP\�
UHWUHDWHG� DQG� DOORZHG� ,6� WR� FODLP�
QHDUO\� D� WKLUG� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\��0LOLWLD�
PHPEHUV�� QXPEHULQJ� WHQV� RI� WKRX-
VDQGV�� RIWHQ� ZHDU� PLOLWDU\� XQLIRUPV�
DQG� DUH� DOOHJHGO\� VXSSRUWHG� E\� WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�EXW�RSHUDWH�ZLWKRXW� DQ\�
ṘFLDO�RYHUVLJKW�
-RH� 6WRUN�� GHSXW\� 0LGGOH� (DVW�

DQG�1RUWK�$IULFD� GLUHFWRU� DW�+XPDQ�
5LJKWV� :DWFK� �+5:�� VDLG� KH� ZRU-
ULHG� WKLV� WUHQG� ZRXOG� EH� DJJUDYDWHG�
GXULQJ�WKH�DVVDXOW�RQ�7LNULW��³:H�DUH�
YHU\�� YHU\� FRQFHUQHG� RQ� WKH� EDVLV� RI�
ZKDW� KDV� EHHQ� JRLQJ� LQ� WKH� SDVW� IHZ�
PRQWKV�´�KH�VDLG�
8QOHVV� WKH�PLOLWLDV� FDQ�EH�EURXJKW�

XQGHU�FRQWURO��KH�DGGHG��WKH�PLOLWDU\�
VKRXOG�FDUU\�RXW�WKH�R̆HQVLYH�DORQH�
$�+5:�UHSRUW�UHOHDVHG� ODVW�PRQWK�

GRFXPHQWHG� 6KLD� PLOLWLDV� WDNLQJ� UH-
YHQJH� RQ� FLYLOLDQV� WKH\� GHHPHG� WR�
KDYH� EHHQ� IDYRUDEOH� WR� ,6�� ,Q� 0XT-
GDGL\\D� DUHD� RI� 'L\DOD� SURYLQFH� ���
NLORPHWHUV� QRUWK� RI� %DJKGDG�� PLOL-
WLDV� DOOHJHGO\� VHW� KRPHV� RQ�¿UH� DIWHU�
FODLPLQJ�WKH�DUHD�
³:H� KDYH� GRFXPHQWHG� D� SDWWHUQ�

RI� DEXVHV� E\�6KLD�PLOLWLDV� WDNLQJ� WKH�
ODZ�LQWR�WKHLU�RZQ�KDQGV�DQG�H[DFWLQJ�
UHYHQJH�RQ�6XQQL� FRPPXQLWLHV��7KLV�
KDV�EHHQ�JRLQJ�RQ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ODVW�
\HDU�´� 'RQDWHOOD� 5RYHUD�� RI� $PQHVW\�

,QWHUQDWLRQDO��WROG�,5,1��³:H�DUH�FRQ-
FHUQHG�WKDW�DV�WKLV�PLOLWDU\�RSHUDWLRQ�
JDWKHUV�SDFH��REYLRXVO\� WKHUH�DUH�JR-
LQJ�WR�EH�PRUH�DEXVHV�´
)HDUV� RI� D� UHYHQJH� DWWDFN� DUH� SDU-

WLFXODUO\�VWURQJ�LQ�7LNULW�DIWHU�WKH�VR�
FDOOHG� 6SHLFKHU�PDVVDFUH�� /DVW� VXP-
PHU�� ,6� DOOHJHGO\� NLOOHG� PRUH� WKDQ�
������ SUHGRPLQDQWO\� 6KLD� VROGLHUV�
DIWHU�LW�FDSWXUHG�WKH�6SHLFKHU�PLOLWDU\�
EDVH�LQ�7LNULW�
³7KH\� KDYH� DFFXVHG� XV� RI� WKH�

6SHLFKHU� PDVVDFUH� ZKLFK� ZH� QHYHU�
FRPPLWWHG�´� $O�$MHHOL� VDLG�� ³:H� DVN�
WKH�FHQWUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�ORFDO�JRY-
HUQPHQW�WR� LQWHUYHQH� LPPHGLDWHO\� WR�
VWRS«� WKRVH� ZKR� DUH� KXQJU\� IRU� UH-
YHQJH�RQ�LQQRFHQWV�´
%RWK� ,UDTL� 3UHVLGHQW� +DLGDU� $O�

$EDGL��KLPVHOI�D�6KLD��DQG�VHQLRU�6KLD�
OHDGHU� $\DWROODK� 6LVWDQL� KDYH� PDGH�
VSHHFKHV� LQ� UHFHQW� GD\V� XUJLQJ�PLOL-
WLDV� WR� DFW�ZLWK� UHVWUDLQW� DQG� UHVSHFW�
FLYLOLDQV�
5HIHUULQJ� WR� WKH�PLOLWLDV� DV� ³SRSX-

ODU�PRELOL]DWLRQ�´� $O�$EDGL� VDLG� LQ� D�
VSHHFK� ODVW�QLJKW� WKDW�KH�ZDV�³SURXG�
RI� RXU� VRFLHW\¶V� FRKHVLRQ� DV� ZHOO� DV�
WKH�XQLW\�RI� WKH�DUP\��SROLFH�DQG� WKH�
SRSXODU�PRELOL]DWLRQ�WR�H[SHO�,6�´
6LQFH� ,UDT¶V� FLYLO� VWULIH� LQ� ��������

SROLWLFLDQV�RQ�DOO�VLGHV�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�
WKHLU�XVH�RI�PLOLWLD�IXHOHG�YLROHQFH�WR�
IXUWKHU�WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�HQGV�
6KRUWO\� DIWHU� FRPLQJ� WR� SRZHU� ODVW�

VXPPHU�� $O�$EDGL� SOHGJHG� WR� EULQJ�
WKH� PLOLWLDV� XQGHU� FRQWURO� DQG� LQ-
FRUSRUDWH� WKHP� LQWR� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW�
VHFXULW\� VHUYLFHV�� DOVR� SURPLVLQJ� WR�
SURVHFXWH� WKRVH� ZKR� KDG� FRPPLWWHG�

FULPHV��
%XW�6WRUN�DUJXHG�$EDGL�KDG�\HW� WR�

VHULRXVO\� FKDOOHQJH� WKH� SRZHU� RI� WKH�
PLOLWLDV�� 7KHUH� KDYH� EHHQ� QR� FRQ-
¿UPHG� FDVHV� RI�PLOLWLD� OHDGHUV� EHLQJ�
SXQLVKHG�E\�WKH�OHJDO�V\VWHP�
³:H�ZHOFRPH� WKRVH� VWDWHPHQWV� E\�

WKH�D\DWROODK�DQG�SULPH�PLQLVWHU�DQG�
KRSH�WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�GHVLUHG�H̆HFW�
EXW�VR�IDU�ZH�KDYHQ¶W�VHHQ�WKDW�´�6WRUN�
WROG� ,5,1�� ³7KH� JRYHUQPHQW� QHHGV�
WR�VKRZ�LW�LV�VHULRXV�E\�KROGLQJ�VRPH�
RI� WKH� FRPPDQGHUV� WR� DFFRXQW� DQG�
EULQJLQJ�WKHP�WR�MXVWLFH«�:H�QHHG�WR�
VHH�VRPH�GHWHUUHQW�´
+DNLP� DO�=DPLOL�� KHDG� RI� WKH�

,UDTL� 3DUOLDPHQW¶V�VHFXULW\� DQG� GH-
IHQVH�FRPPLWWHH� DQG� D� PHPEHU� RI�
WKH� SROLWLFDO� SDUW\� OHG� E\� 6KLD� FOHULF�
0XTWDGD� $O�6DGU�� GHQLHG� WKHUH� ZDV�
DQ\�ODFN�RI�GLVFLSOLQH�DPRQJ�PLOLWLDV�
³7KH� VHFXULW\� IRUFHV� DQG� SRSXODU�

PRELOLVDWLRQ� DUH� PDNLQJ� D� JUHDW� DG-
YDQFH� LQ� WKH� EDWWOH� DJDLQVW� ,6«� :H�
DVVXUH� WKH� SHRSOH� WKDW� RXU� VHFXULW\�
IRUFHV�DQG�SRSXODU�PRELOL]DWLRQ�ZHUH�
IRXQGHG� WR� SURWHFW� WKHP�QRW� WR� KXUW�
>WKHP@�´
³:H� KDYH� HGXFDWHG� RXU� ¿JKWHUV� WR�

SURWHFW� LQQRFHQWV¶� OLYHV� DQG� EHORQJ-
LQJV� DQG� QRW� WR� KXUW� WKHP�´�KH�ZHQW�
RQ��³,W¶V�RXU�SULRULW\�WR�SURWHFW�WKHP�´
%XW�LW�LV�QR�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�WR�$MHHOL��

ZKR� IHDUV� SRWHQWLDO� PDVVDFUHV�� ³,�
WKLQN� WKH\� ZLOO� FRPPLW� FULPHV� WR� EH�
ZULWWHQ�LQ�,UDT¶V�KLVWRU\�IRU�KXQGUHGV�
RI�\HDUV�´
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“Women’s 
role in 
soc ie ty 
can’t be 
s e p a -

rated from men’s role, they have 
one combined role. Woman and 
man are one entity, there is no dif-
ference between them except their 
sex.”

These are the words of Abdulma-
lik Al-Houthi, leader of the Houthis, 
given in a speech commemorating 
the birthday of Fatima, Prophet 
Mohammad’s daughter, on April 
20, 2014. 

In numerous speeches, Al-
Houthi has portrayed women as 
a basic element in the process of 
building the country and improv-
ing society. Statements given to the 
Yemen Times by multiple members 
RI�WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�VHHP�
to support women’s rights and 
condemn any actions oppressing 
women. 

Two questions are raised: Is the 
ṘFLDO� VWDQFH� RI� WKH� +RXWKLV� UH-
garding women authentic? And 
whether or not it is, do their words 
match their supporters’ actions on 
the ground?

Al-Houthi seems to think there 
isn’t a problem with women’s rights 
in Yemen. Rather, in his view, Zi-

onism of taking advantage of the 
women’s rights movement to cre-
DWH�FRQÀLFW���

“Zionism tends to present wom-
en as if they are in an isolated world 
away from men and then they raise 
GLVSXWHV� DQG� FRQÀLFWV� EHWZHHQ�
them to make women think that 
they are oppressed and have to 
¿JKW�WR�JHW�WKHLU�ULJKWV�´�KH�VDLG�LQ�
the same speech in April.

While Al-Houthi may be trying to 
avoid the country’s clear gender in-
equality problem, it is not the case 
that the Houthis have entirely ig-
nored women.

During the National Dialogue 
Conference, in which nine of the 37 
Houthi representatives were wom-
en, the group backed a 30 percent 
quota for women in government. 
And in the Constitutional Drafting 
Committee they voted in favor of a 
law to set a legal age for girls to get 
married.
³7KHUH� LV� D� ¿HUFH� PHGLD� ZDU�

in the country. Ansar Allah [the 
Houthis] are targeted by those who 
don’t want good for the country,” 
says Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a 
member of the Houthi Political Of-
¿FH�LQ�6DQD¶D��

He claims the group is fully sup-
portive of women’s rights, and de-
nies allegations made by opponents 
that claim otherwise. “They come 
up with lies and make up stories 

just to defame Ansar Allah by say-
ing that Ansar Allah are trying to 
get into people’s personal freedoms 
like banning women from driving 
or imposing dress codes.”

Ammat Al-Mujib Al-Qahoom, a 
female Houthi representative to the 
NDC, also says that what has been 
reported against the Houthis re-
garding the way they treat women 
is a part of the media war against 
the group. 

“Women in Sa’ada and in all the 
governorates controlled by An-

sar Allah have their full freedoms 
to drive cars and to go out with 
or without a mahram. We are not 
6DOD¿V�� $QVDU� $OODK� GRQ¶W� JHW� LQWR�
peoples’ own businesses in general 
and women’s businesses in particu-
lar,” she told the Yemen Times. 

In September of last year, right 
after the Houthis’ control of the 
capital, a BBC correspondent in 
Sana’a reported Houthi militants 
at checkpoints around the city told 
women not to drive unless a mah-
ram is accompanying them. Local 
media picked up the story, basing 
their claims on the BBC article.

Al-Qahoom said that she and 
other female Houthi politicians 
who represented the Houthis in 
the NDC haven’t been asked by the 
leadership of the Houthis to not 
drive cars or to go out with a mah-
ram. “I and other female Houthi 
politicians and activists drive our 
own cars freely and we go out with-
out a mahram. We usually drive our 
FDUV�WR�WKH�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�RI�$QVDU�
Allah without facing any objection 
from the leadership of the Political 
2̇FH�´

Al-Bukhaiti said the Houthis do 
QRW²LQ� DQ\� ṘFLDO� FDSDFLW\²WHOO�
women in the capital or any other 
governorate to stop driving if they 
are unaccompanied by a mahram. 
“Ansar Allah has never asked wom-
en to stop driving cars without a 
mahram, whoever says so is telling 
a lie. People can judge for them-
selves. Women drive cars freely in 
the capital,” he said. 

Al-Bukhaiti did admit, however, 
“There could be individual practic-
es by some members of the popular 
committees but that doesn’t repre-
VHQW�RXU�SRVLWLYH�ṘFLDO�VWDQFH�WR-
ward women.”

Indeed, the disparity between the 
words championed by the move-
ment’s spokespeople—its more 
liberal, lawyerly members—and 
the armed men acting out its will, 
appears to be a primary concern to 
citizens. 

Arwad Al-Khateeb, a 28-year-
old women’s rights advocate based 
in Sana’a, says the Houthis seem 
to support women politically but 
on the ground they do not. “The 
Houthis are trying to present them-
selves to the society and the world 
as a civilized power that supports 
women but in realty their practices 
on the ground are against women,” 
she said. 

“They want to impose more re-
strictions on women,” said Al-Kha-
teeb, who works as the programs 
manager at Tamkeen for Develop-
ment, an NGO that seeks to en-
hance development projects in line 
with human rights. 

Many Sana’ani women have re-
ported that armed Houthis ordered 

them to cover up and not leave 
home without a mahram. Some say 
they were threatened with sexual 
assault, and one women was kid-
napped by Houthis for protesting 
against the group. 

When asked about the claims 
made by women in Sana’a of abuse 
by the Houthis, Al-Qahoom said “I 
don’t think that what was reported 
really happened, but if it happened 
it was the personal practices of 
some armed Houthi members that 
don’t necessarily represent the of-
¿FLDO�VWDQFH�RI�$QVDU�$OODK�WRZDUG�
women.” 

Al-Qahoom questioned the cred-
ibility of the female students of 
Sana’a University who claimed that 
they were threatened and asked to 
cover up by the Houthis stationed 
on the campus. “Maybe these ladies 
are just lying to defame Ansar Al-
lah,” she said.     

Al-Khateeb also questions if the 
ṘFLDO�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�JURXS�LV�DX-
thentic, saying that the lacking in-
volvement of women in the group’s 
decision making institutions indi-
cates their real stance regarding 
women. 

For example, she pointed to how 
women have a limited and non-
LQÀXHQWLDO� UROH� LQ� WKH� JURXS¶V� 3R-
OLWLFDO� 2̇FH�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� RQ� WKH�
ground, women’s participation in 
Houthi demonstrations and sit ins 
is often non-existent, or otherwise 
very limited compared to other par-
ties. 
:LWK�PDQ\�ORFDOV�QRWLQJ�D�GL̆HU-

HQFH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� JURXSV� ṘFLDO�
statements and its actions on the 
ground, many worry things will get 
worse as the group further consoli-
dates its authority.

Conservatism or oppression?
The Houthis captured Amran gov-
ernorate, located just northwest of 
6DQD¶D�� LQ�-XO\�DIWHU�¿HUFH�¿JKWLQJ�
against the 310th Armored Bri-
gade. While there were reports of 
Houthis occupying schools and a 
humanitarian crisis in the gover-
norate, little has been said about 
how women’s rights changed fol-
lowing the Houthi takeover.

A decision made by the Houthis 
on Feb. 7 shines some light on the 
issue. 
+RXWKL� ṘFLDOV� PHW� D� QXPEHU�

of local government authorities, 
religious scholars and community 
leaders in Amran governorate to 
discuss female wedding parties and 
address what they termed “nega-
tive phenomena.” The outcome of 
the meeting was a document stipu-
lating a number of decisions, con-
sidered by some as violation to the 
personal freedoms of women. 

One of the decisions, which was 
forwarded to residents of the gov-

ernorate via imams at mosques, 
states that wedding parties for 
ZRPHQ�DW�ZHGGLQJ�KDOOV�PXVW�¿Q-
ish by 7 p.m. No such restriction 
was placed on males. 
$�¿QH�RI�<5���������������DQG�

a week imprisonment is to be im-
posed on operators of wedding 
halls if they violate the new rule. 
7KH� VDPH� ¿QH� LV� DOVR� WR� EH� LP-
posed for bringing male musicians 
to wedding halls for women’s par-
ties, even though they have sepa-
rate rooms to play the music in and 
never mix with the women. Carry-
LQJ�WKH�VDPH�¿QH��EXW�ZLWK�WHQ�GD\V�
of imprisonment for the woman’s 
guardian, women are not permitted 
to take any video-recording devices 
inside wedding halls.

Farther from Sana’a, in the 
Houthis’ home governorate of 
Sa’ada, many claim women’s free-
doms are more restricted. Some 
local news outlets, along with con-
siderable public opinion in Sana’a, 
says that women in Sa’ada rarely 
go out alone and can not drive cars 
without a mahram. 
+RZHYHU�� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� PHP-

ber Al-Bukhaiti denied these re-
ports. “Women in Sa’ada have the 
freedom to go out with or without a 
mahram. That’s true, most women 
in Sa’ada go out with a mahram but 
they do this not because Ansar Al-
lah forces them to, they do that by 
their own choice. 

“The conservative nature of the 
society in Sa’ada and Amran is the 
reason behind women going out 
with a mahram,” he said.

Even so, many residents in areas 
that have come under or are at risk 
of coming under Houthi control 
worry that this conservatism will 
be imposed on their society. 

For example, just like how fol-
lowing the Houthis’ ascent to pow-
er in Sa’ada neither women nor 
men could buy cassettes or CDs, 
as music was banned from being 
played publicly and music shops 
were closed by the Houthis.

Al-Khateeb thinks that women 
in major cities like the capital or 
Hodeida—already under Houthi 
control—or Taiz and Aden, which 
are not controlled by the group but 
could be in the future, will not ac-
cept living according to rules dic-
tated by an armed group that deal 
with them as if they are a source of 
shame that should be kept at home.

“Women in Sa’ada and Amran 
are of a conservative religious back-
ground so they don’t oppose or see 
Houthis practices as violations to 
their rights. In more open cities like 
Sana’a, Hodeida, Aden and Taiz, 
women and society in general will 
not accept any violations to their 
personal freedoms,” she said.

With Houthis violently suppress-
ing protests against their rule, 
and without a government to sup-
port women’s rights, it remains to 
be seen what the future holds for 
women’s rights in Sana’a and other 
areas under Houthi control. The 
GLVSDULW\�EHWZHHQ� WKH�JURXS¶V�Ṙ-
cial statements and its supporters’ 
actions also remains unclear. 

However, if the words of an 
armed Houthi in Sana’a are any 
indication, Yemeni women have a 
struggle ahead of them.

“The West is trying to damage 
our society by targeting our women 
with this rubbish so-called wom-
en’s rights,” a Houthi told the Ye-
men Times in the capital’s Tahrir 
Square. 

In his late teens, the armed man 
would not disclose his name, but 
said he is from Sa’ada. In his view, 
the only role for women is to stay at 
home and look after their husband 
and children. “Women are only 
good for housekeeping. We should 
control and watch them or they will 
be spoiled,” he said.

“I really have fears that what 
women have gained throughout 
WKHLU� ORQJ� ¿JKW� IRU� WKHLU� ULJKWV� LQ�
Yemen might be lost,” Al-Khateeb 
said solemnly.
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What does the Houthis’ rise mean for women?
  Part II

This is part two of a two-part series on the Houthis and wom-
en’s rights. Part one, published March 3, looked at how women 
LQ�6DQD¶D�KDYH�EHHQ�D̆HFWHG�VLQFH�WKH�+RXWKLV¶�WDNHRYHU�RI�WKH�
FDSLWDO�RQ�6HSW������3DUW�WZR��EHORZ��H[DPLQHV�WKH�GL̆HUHQFH�EH-
tween the movement’s professed values regarding women and 
how women are actually being treated, as well as the situation 
for women in other governorates under Houthi control, such as 
Sa’ada and Amran.

The Houthis argue women in Sa’ada have all the same freedoms as women in Sana’a, but because of 
their conservative society women tend to not leave home without a male relative. Many women in Sana’a 
worry the Houthis will—and have already begun to—impose their values and norms on others.
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Bassam Al-Khameri

I
bb governorate remains un-
stable and unpredictable de-
spite having been under the 
control of the Houthis, also 
known as Ansar Allah, since 

October 2014. Activists and resi-
dents in the governorate regularly 
stage protests against the group 
in protest over violations they 
claim the Houthis have committed 
against the local population. 

The volatile situation in Ibb is of-
ten overshadowed by other events 
unfolding around the country, de-
spite many reports of protesters 
being kidnapped in recent weeks. 
An examination of the situation in 
Ibb since the Houthis consolidated 
control suggests the group is regu-
larly and systematically committing 
abuses against residents.

The Rasd Organization for Free-
GRPV� DQG� 5LJKWV�� D� QRQ�SUR¿W�
NGO based in Ibb, documented the 
amount of civil and human rights 
abuses committed by the Houthis 
in the period stretching from Oct. 
15 to Jan. 15. The group released a 
UHSRUW� GRFXPHQWLQJ� LWV� ¿QGLQJV� LQ�
a press conference held in Taiz city 
on Jan. 27. 

Arafat Humran, chairman of the 

organization, told the Yemen Times 
that since the Houthis’ takeover of 
Ibb, the governorate has become 
increasingly unstable. “Houthis 
arrest people who protest against 
them,” he said. “After the report 
was released, I moved to Aden.  
[The Houthis] have been pursuing 
me ever since.”

The report puts the total number 
of recorded abuses committed by 
the Houthis during this period at 
740, including murder, death and 
injury, destruction of homes and 
the illegal takeover of public insti-
tutions. 

“Total violations include 37 mur-
ders, among them three children 
and an elderly man, 27 cases of in-
jury and bodily harm, 12 cases of as-
sault against journalists and human 
ULJKWV� DFWLYLVWV�� ¿YH� WRWDO� GHPROL-
tions and 17 partial demolitions of 
homes, 381 individuals being dis-
placed (comprising 78 families), 49 
cases of looting homes, nine cases 
of taking over public institutions, 
ten cases of stealing cars and rob-
bing local residents, three cases of 
shelling public institutions, and 190 
cases of illegal detention of civil-
ians,” the report read. 

The report estimated that an ad-
ditional 119 crimes not commit-

ted by the Houthis occurred in Ibb 
during this period due to the secu-
rity vacuum that ensued when the 
group gained control of the gover-
QRUDWH�� 7KLV� ¿JXUH� LQFOXGHV� PXU-
ders of military personnel and ci-
vilians, robberies, and the burning 
of vehicles. According to the report, 
30 people were killed as a result of 
an explosion that took place on Dec. 
31, 2014 at the Ibb Cultural Center. 
Some estimates have put the death 
toll as high as 49, with the number 
of injuries reaching 70. 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula (AQAP) claimed responsibility 
for the attack. 

3URYRNLQJ�FRQÀLFW"
7KH� +RXWKLV� ¿UVW� HVWDEOLVKHG� D�
presence in Ibb on Oct. 15, setting 
up checkpoints at the entrances of 
Ibb city, although not encounter-
ing any resistance. The next day, 
clashes broke out between Houthis 
and armed tribesmen with alleged 
ties to AQAP in Ibb’s Al-Odain dis-
trict. A statement posted on AQAP’s 
7ZLWWHU�DFFRXQW�VHHPHG�WR�FRQ¿UP�
their involvement in the clashes. 
“The jihadists carried out coordi-
nated attacks on security, military 
and government centers in the Al-
Odain district, temporarily seizing 

control of the area,” it read. 
These clashes ended Oct. 18 after 

D� FHDVH¿UH� ZDV� EURNHUHG� EHWZHHQ�
the Houthis and local tribesmen by 
Ibb’s governor, Yahia Al-Eryani. 

According to the agreement, all 
armed factions were to withdraw 
from the entrances and streets of 
Ibb city, to be replaced by police 
and security personnel. Although 
the agreement temporarily put a 
stop to clashes, none of its other 
terms were implemented as Houthi 
gunmen remain in the city, man-
ning checkpoints and stationed 
within public institutions, accord-
ing to an anonymous source within 
the Ibb Investigations Bureau. 

“Security personnel are, for all in-
tents and purposes, absent from the 
FLW\�´� KH� VDLG�� ³2QO\� WUḊF� SROLFH�
can be seen in the streets. Houthi 
gunmen have set up checkpoints 
everywhere and maintain law and 
order. They even serve judicial 
functions, such as resolving dis-
putes and acting as intermediaries 
between parties,” he said. 

A senior source from the Ibb Se-
curity Department, speaking to 
the Yemen Times on condition of 
anonymity, said the Houthis are 
everywhere in the governorate and 
there is cooperation between the 
local government and the Houthis, 
including in the security apparatus 
as well as the judiciary.
+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� PHPEHUV�

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti and Ali 
Al-Qahoom told the Yemen Times 
they have no information regarding 
the Houthis relationship with local 
authorities and they were unable to 
give contact details of local Houthi 
representatives to answer ques-
tions.

On Nov. 25, Houthi gunmen de-
molished the home of Ali Al-Bani, a 
prominent tribal leader and retired 
army colonel, in the governorate’s 
Al-Odain district. 
/RFDO�$4$3�¿JKWHUV�KDQGHG�RYHU�

Al-Odain district to the Houthi pop-
ular committees. It was Al-Bani that 
mediated the Nov. 5 agreement, ac-
cording to Ibrahim Al-Badani, a 
journalist based in Ibb city. 

“The Houthis accused Al-Bani 
RI� ḊOLDWLRQ� ZLWK� $O�4DHGD� DQG�
blew-up his house in the district. 
The Houthis in Al-Odain are locals 
of other areas of Ibb, and gunmen 
who came from Sana’a to Ibb in the 
middle of October,” he added.

A source within the Houthi Politi-
FDO�2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D��ZKR� VSRNH� RQ�
FRQGLWLRQ�RI�DQRQ\PLW\�� FRQ¿UPHG�
the Houthis exploded Al-Bani’s 
house.
³$QVDU�$OODK�¿JKWHUV� KDYH�QHYHU�

targeted the homes of innocent ci-
vilians,” he told the Yemen Times. 
“However, if we receive information 
YHUL¿FDWLRQ� WKDW� WKH� SHUVRQ� LV� DQ�
$4$3�PHPEHU�RU�ḊOLDWH��WKHQ�\HV��
we may destroy their home.” 

Regarding the Rasd Organiza-
tion’s report, the source brushed 
aside accusations of wrongdoing. 
“Reports like these are biased and 
only cover one side of the story,” he 
said. “Why don’t they ever mention 
the good things done by Ansar Al-
ODK"� ,Q� SDUWLFXODU� ¿JKWLQJ� $4$3"�
:H¶YH� ORVW� PDQ\� ¿JKWHUV� LQ� WKLV�
struggle, but no one ever mentions 
this,” he added. 

AQAP members have withdrawn 
completely from Al-Odain district 
to other areas such as Al-Sahool.

Another source from AQAP, 
speaking to the Yemen Times on 
condition of anonymity, said their 
¿JKWHUV� ZLWKGUHZ� IURP� $O�2GDLQ�
district in order to avoid more de-
struction and killing among civil-
ians. 

“The Houthis were preparing to 
¿JKW� XV� LQ� $O�2GDLQ� EXW� WKHQ� ZH�
decided to leave to other areas. This 
was a tactic because we saw it is bet-
ter to target them in [hit-and-run] 
operations,” he added.

Since they gained control over 
Sana’a city on Sept. 21 and signed 
the Peace and National Partnership 
Agreement with the government, 
the Houthis started to spread to 
other governorates such as Ibb, Al-
Baida, Dhamar and Hodeida.  

Rashad Al-Sharabi, an indepen-

dent political analyst in Sana'a, 
said the Houthis have a pattern of 
repeatedly signing agreements that 
they do not abide by and that the 
group has continued this policy in 
Ibb. 

“The Houthis signed the Peace 
and National Partnership Agree-
ment in Sana’a but they are pursu-
ing their opponents and are con-
trolling everything. The same thing 
is happening in Ibb,” he added.

For Abdul Karim Mohammad Ali, 
a resident in Ibb city who has tak-
en part in weekly demonstrations 
against the group, it is clear what 
locals want—whatever agreements 
are made in Sana’a. 

“Our demands are that [the 
Houthi popular committees] leave 
Ibb and leave us alone.”
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

 RepoRt

,QVWDELOLW\�LQ�,EE
FRQWLQXHV�VLQFH�+RXWKL�FRQWURO

Pictured: An anti-Houthi protest in Ibb city. As protests have increased in the governorate, so have the 
number of violations against protesters and others opposed to the Houthi takeover of the governorate. 

Cases of illegal detention of civilians

Cases of shelling public institutions

Cases of stealing cars and robbing local residents

Cases of the takeover of public institutions

Cases of the looting of homes

Individuals affected by cases of displacement 

Cases of partial demolitions

Total demolitions of homes

Cases of assault against journalists and human rights activists

Cases of injury and bodily harm

Murders
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