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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, March 11—The Houthis 
released Sheikh Sam Yahya Bin 
Hussein Al-Ahmar on Tuesday 
evening after being held without 
trial for over three months. 

Al-Ahmar was released following 
mediation from 
prominent mem-
bers of the Hashid 
tribal federation, 
of which he is a 
senior member. 
Lengthy nego-
tiations were car-
ried out between 
Houthi represen-
tatives and a group of prominent 
WULEDO�¿JXUHV�IURP�$PUDQ�JRYHUQ-
ment, including sheikhs Kahlan 
Abu Shawareb, Amin Atif, and 
Saleh Abu Awjaa.

Al-Ahmar was taken from his 
house in the Al-Hasaba area of the 
FDSLWDO� RQ� 1RY�� ���� DIWHU� ¿JKWLQJ�
outside his house left two Houthis 
and six of Al-Ahmar's escorts dead. 

Sheikh Atif, who helped secure 
his release, said negotiations only 
began in January. “The Houthis 
promised us they would release 
him and they’ve kept their word,” 
he said, declining to provide any 
further details. 

Salim Allaw, Al-Ahmar's person-
al attorney and a member of the 
National Organization for Defend-
ing Rights and Freedoms (HOOD), 
said he came forward to represent 

his client following his arrest but 
that no requests were made of him. 

“We faced several obstacles 
LQ� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ�� VXFK� DV� ¿QG-
ing out where he was being held,” 
explained Allaw. “The security 
forces denied any knowledge of 
his whereabouts, and the Houthis 
claimed the security forces had 
him. For a month we went back 
and forth between the two sides.”

It eventually emerged that both 
the Houthis and the security forces 
were involved in Al-Ahmar’s forced 
disappearance, according to Allaw, 
who eventually found out his client 
was being held in the Al-Judairi 
police station in the capital Sana’a. 

Allegations of murder
Following his arrest, the Houthi 
mouthpiece Al-Masira aired a re-
port in which it accused Al-Ahmar 
of the Nov. 22, 2013 assassination 
of Abdulkarim Jadban, who rep-
resented the Houthis in the NDC, 
as well as the Nov. 2, 2014 assassi-
nation of Mohammad Abdulmalik 
Al-Mutawakel, general secretary of 
the Liberal Union of Popular Forc-
es Party.

Allaw was prevented from visit-
ing or otherwise consulting with 
his client throughout Al-Ahmar’s 
detention, and says he was never 
ṘFLDOO\�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�WKH�NLOOLQJV��
“Those accusations were purely 
political, he didn’t commit any of 

the crimes he was accused of,” said 
Allaw.

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a 
member of the Houthi Political Of-
¿FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� VDLG�$O�$KPDU�ZDV�
not tried for the killings because of 
mistakes made during his arrest in 
November. “He is guilty, but our 
men made a mistake when they 
forced their way into his house 
DQG�VHW�LW�RQ�¿UH��ZKLFK�$O�$KPDU�
turned to his advantage to secure 
his release,” he said. 

Ali Al-Bukhaiti, who resigned 
DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�
in January and has spoken out 
against the group on multiple oc-
casions, called for the Houthis to 
issue an apology.

“Apologize to Sam Al-Ahmar and 
to everyone you have falsely im-
prisoned with charges announced 
on Al-Masira TV… apologizing 
with courage is far better than los-
ing your credibility because of your 
false pride,” he wrote online. 

Sam Al-Ahmar is the previous 
under-secretary of the Ministry of 
Culture and the cousin of business 
PRJXO�+DPLG�$O�$KPDU��ZKR�ÀHG�
Yemen in August of 2014 and is 
currently living in exile. Al-Ahmar 
is also cousin to Sheikh Sadeq Bin 
Hussein Al-Ahmar, who heads 
the Hashid tribal federation, and 
a nephew of the deceased Abdul-
lah Bin Hussein Al-Ahmar, who 
formerly served as head of Hashid 
and was the general secretary of 
the Islah Party.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, March 10—Mem-
bers of the Southern Movement 
announced a suspension to the 
group’s civil disobedience cam-
paigns on Tuesday. The decision 
comes following the arrival of Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi in Aden on 
Feb. 21 and heightened concerns 
WKDW�WKH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�<HPHQ�
may spill over into the south. 
5DGIDQ� $O�'XEDLV�� ṘFLDO�

spokesperson for protesters at Ad-
HQ¶V� $O�$URRG� 6TXDUH�� FRQ¿UPHG�
that strikes and protests normally 
held every Monday in the governor-
ate would be put on hold. 

“We will suspend all our peaceful 
activities, we want to wait and see 
what happens with regards to Hadi 

and the international community 
DQG� WU\� WR� EHQH¿W� IURP� WKDW�´� VDLG�
Al-Dubais. 

“Civil disobedience works when 
there is a government, but it 
doesn’t make sense to continue 
our campaign at the moment,” he 
said. “The situation is turning vio-
lent and large numbers of arms are 
pouring in from surrounding gov-
ernorates and there are armed men 
all over the streets.”

Protesters set up camp in Al-
Arood Square on Oct. 14 of last year. 
Numerous strikes and protests in 
Aden and other southern governor-
ates have occurred since then, but 
the turn of events in recent weeks 
has forced the movement to recon-
sider its tactics. With Hadi’s arrival 
in the governorate following his 

escape from house arrest on 
Feb. 21, Al-Dubais said, “all 
disputes and tensions have 
also moved from Sana’a to 
Aden, which is what brought 
Aden governorate into vio-
lence and removed it from its 
peaceful course.” 

The spokesperson sees two 
options as events unfold: 
“We either keep silent and 
see what Hadi does or we go 
to war. We preferred to wait 
and see what will happen.”
$ZDUH� RI� WKH� LQÀX[� RI�

foreign delegates, particu-
larly from the Gulf states, Al-
Dubais is keen to represent 
his movement’s support-
ers in a positive light. “We 
don’t want people to think 

of southerners as rebels or ban-
dits—maybe [the international 
community] will change their 
thoughts on Yemen’s unity and 
support our cause,” he said, add-
ing many in his camp are hope-
ful that Hadi will give up on the 
national project and declare his 
support for southern indepen-
dence. 

According to Al-Dubais, a con-
ference will be convened in Abu 
Dhabi next week to discuss events 
in the south. The former presi-
dent of South Yemen, Ali Salem 
Al-Beidh, and former Prime Min-
ister Haider Abu Baker Al-Attas 
are due to attend with other lead-
LQJ�¿JXUHV�IURP�WKH�VRXWK�

Mohammad Ali Bajunaid, head 
of the Bajunaid Research and 

6WXGLHV�&HQWHU�LQ�$GHQ��FRQ¿UPHG�
that the movement has halted its 
activities in recent days. In his view, 
the Southern Movement will try to 
show itself as a peaceful movement 
to gain the support of Hadi and the 
international community, in an ef-
fort to convince Hadi to follow 
through with their ultimate goal of 
secession.

The Southern Movement was 
IRXQGHG� LQ� ����� E\� DUP\� ṘFHUV�
ZKR�ZHUH�ODLG�R̆�E\�WKHQ�3UHVLGHQW�
Ali Abdullah Saleh after the 1994 
between the south and the north. 
Initially demanding reinstatement, 
the movement soon rallied for se-
cession, a common sentiment in 
the south which increased in 2014 
after the Houthis took over the cap-
ital Sana’a. 

Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, March. 11—Investiga-
tions remain inconclusive in Lahj 
governorate, following an attack 
Tuesday evening on the Al-Hawta 
3RVW� 2̇FH� E\� XQNQRZQ� JXQPHQ�
that left three guards dead. 

“Anonymous gunmen in a Toyota 
truck attacked the Al-Hawta Post 
2̇FH� LQ� /DKM� JRYHUQRUDWH� LQ� DQ�
attempt to loot money,” a senior 
security source in the Operations 
Unit of Lahj’s Security Department 
said. 

Speaking to the Yemen Times on 
condition of anonymity, the source 
said at least six gunmen launched 
the attack at around 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday. As of Wednesday after-
noon none of the perpetrators had 
EHHQ�LGHQWL¿HG��

“They shot the three soldiers 
JXDUGLQJ�WKH�ṘFH�GHDG�EXW�GLGQ¶W�
ORRW�DQ\�PRQH\��DOWKRXJK�WKH�ṘFH�
was open,” the source said. Initial 
reports from local media claimed 
that YR50 million ($233,000) was 
looted. The source said it would 
have been easy for the culprits to 
steal the money because the guards 
were killed, and that it was unclear 
why they did not. 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula (AQAP) is normally the ini-
tial suspect in such cases, as they 
have been known to loot post of-
¿FHV�DURXQG� WKH� FRXQWU\� DQG�KDYH�
claimed responsibility for numer-
ous assassinations in Al-Hawta city 
in recent weeks.

Basim Al-Zuraiqi, spokesperson 
for the Ministry of Information’s of-
¿FH� LQ�/DKM�� VDLG�� ³,W�GRHVQ¶W� VHHP�

that Al-Qaeda is behind this attack 
because no money was looted. I 
think the attack aimed to create 
more chaos in the already deterio-
rated situation.” 

The gunmen took the personal 
weapons of the three guards after 
they shot them dead, Al-Zuraiqi 
added. 

The security source agreed that 
AQAP was likely not behind the at-
WDFN�� VD\LQJ� WKH� SRVW� ṘFH� ZRXOG�
have been looted if it was. 

As of Wednesday afternoon, 
AQAP had not taken responsibil-
ity for the attack, and two sources 
within the group told the Yemen 
Times they had no knowledge of 
AQAP involvement. 

Tuesday’s attack comes two days 
after two gunmen on a motorbike 
assassinated Abduljabar Dawood, 

a soldier working for the governor-
ate’s Public Security Department. 
The attack also took place in Al-
Hawta. 

Later that day, on March 8, 
AQAP claimed responsibility for 
the assassination. “Two Mujahidin 
assassinated Abduljabar Abdullah 
Mohammed Dawood, a soldier of 
the Public Security Department in 
Al-Hawta,” read a message on the 
group’s Twitter handle. 

Lahj governorate, and Al-Hawta 
FLW\� VSHFL¿FDOO\�� KDV� ZLWQHVVHG� DQ�
increasing number of assassina-
tions since the beginning of 2015. 
The local security apparatus at-
tributes the rise in assassinations 
to an increased presence of AQAP 
militants.

No arrests have been announced 
for any of the dozens of killings 

carried out in Al-Hawta so far this 
year. 

“We start the investigations but 
WKHQ�VWRS�WKHP�ZKHQ�ZH�¿QG�QR�HY-
idence. Most of the assassinations 
are carried out by professional as-
sassins belonging to Al-Qaeda who 
XVH� PRWRUELNHV� WR� ÀHH� WKH� VFHQH�
easily,” said the source from the 

Operations Unit. 
Yemen Post, a state-run compa-

Q\�WKDW�UXQV�SRVW�ṘFHV�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH� FRXQWU\�� KDQGOHV� DOO� ¿QDQFLDO�
issues for the government. These 
include the monthly payments of 
civil servants, and receiving bill 
payments for electricity, landline 
telephones, internet, and water.

Houthis release Sam Al-Ahmar 
after three-month detention

Southern Movement suspends protests amid growing turmoil

Casualties mount in Lahj’s Al-Hawta city

6DP�$O�$KPDU� �OHIW�� SLFWXUHG�ZLWK� WULEDO� VKHLNKV� -XEUDQ�$EX�6KD�
ZDUHE�DQG�1DVKZDQ�$O�$KPDU�GLUHFWO\�DIWHU�KLV�UHOHDVH�
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SANA’A, March 10—The stand-
R̆�EHWZHHQ�6SHFLDO� 6HFXULW\�)RUF-
HV� �66)�� DQG� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHH�
PHPEHUV� LQ� $GHQ� KDV� FRQWLQXHG�
IROORZLQJ� RUGHUV� IRU� 66)� &RP-
PDQGHU� LQ� $GHQ� $EGXOKDIH]� 0R-
KDPPDG�$O�6DTTDI�WR�VWHS�GRZQ�
$EGX�5DEX�0DQVRXU�+DGL�FDOOHG�

IRU� $O�6DTTDI� WR� EH� UHSODFHG� ODVW�
ZHHN�� $IWHU� +DGL¶V� QRPLQDWLRQ� RI�
7KDEHW� 0XWKDQQD� <DK\D� 1DML� -D-
ZDV� ZDV� UHMHFWHG�� D� FRPSURPLVH�
ZDV�VRXJKW�LQ�$GODQ�6DOHK�$O�+DW-
WDV��ZKR�ZDV�DSSRLQWHG�WR�WKH�SRVL-
WLRQ�RQ�6XQGD\��
'HVSLWH�PHGLDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�66)¶V�

QDWLRQDO� FRPPDQGHU��$EGXOUD]]DT�
$O�0DUZDQL��$O�6DTTDI�KDV�UHIXVHG�
WR�UHOLQTXLVK�SRZHU�DQG�UHPDLQV�LQ�
FRQWURO�RI�KLV�EDVH�LQ�FHQWUDO�$GHQ��
$�VRXUFH�ZLWK�WKH�66)�LQ�6DQD¶D��

ZKR� VSRNH� RQ� FRQGLWLRQ� RI� DQR-
Q\PLW\�� VDLG� $O�6DTTDI� LV� FDUU\LQJ�
RXW� KLV� GXWLHV� DV� QRUPDO� DQG� KDV�
SRVLWLRQHG�KLV� VROGLHUV� DURXQG� WKH�
FDPS�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�DQ�DVVDXOW�
IURP�SRSXODU�FRPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV�
OR\DO�WR�+DGL��
([SODLQLQJ� $O�6DTTDI¶V� UHIXVDO�

WR�VWHS�GRZQ��WKH�VRXUFH�VDLG��³$O�
6DTTDI�UHIXVHV�WR�REH\�RUGHUV�IURP�
+DGL� EHFDXVH� KH� LV� QRW� WKH� OHJLWL-
PDWH�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�KDV�QR�DXWKRU-
LW\�WR�DSSRLQW�RU�UHPRYH�DQ\RQH�´

:HGQHVGD\� PRUQLQJ� VDZ� WKH�
GHSOR\PHQW� RI� ODUJH� QXPEHUV� RI�
DUPHG� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHH� PHP-
EHUV� LQ� WKH� JRYHUQRUDWH�� ZLWK� 66)�
VROGLHUV� VWDWLRQHG� WKURXJKRXW�
.KRXU�0DNVDU�FLW\��5HVLGHQWV�KDYH�
EHHQ� ÀHHLQJ� IRU� QHLJKERXULQJ� GLV-
WULFWV�VLQFH�6DWXUGD\�
$EGXOODK� $O�6DPHKL�� D� VHFX-

ULW\� ṘFHU� LQ� $GHQ�� VDLG� JRYHUQRU�
6DOHK� %LQ�+DEWRXU� ZDV�PHGLDWLQJ�
EHWZHHQ� WKH� SDUWLHV� LQ� DQ� DWWHPSW�
WR�DYRLG�EORRGVKHG�DQG�GDPDJH�WR�
SURSHUW\�LQ�WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH��
+DEWRXU� DQG� RWKHUV� LQYROYHG� LQ�

QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZHUH�QRW�DYDLODEOH�IRU�
FRPPHQW�
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�0RKDPPDG�+HUEDM��

D�¿HOG�FRPPDQGHU�ZLWK� WKH�SRSX-
ODU� FRPPLWWHHV� LQ�$GHQ��KXQGUHGV�
RI�SRSXODU�FRPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV�DUH�
SRVLWLRQHG�LQ�DUHDV�ZKHUH�66)�VRO-
GLHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�GHSOR\HG��
+HUEDM�IHDUV�FODVKHV�FRXOG�EUHDN�

RXW� DW� DQ\� PRPHQW�� DQG� VDLG� WKH�
SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHHV� DUH� GHWHU-
PLQHG�WR�VWRUP�WKH�66)�EDVH�LI�$O�
6DTTDI�UHIXVHV�WR�VWHS�DVLGH��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� 66)� VRXUFH� LQ�

6DQD¶D�� +DGL� ZDQWV� WR� UHPRYH� $O�
6DTTDI� RYHU� IHDUV� WKH� FRPPDQGHU�
UHPDLQV� OR\DO� WR� IRUPHU� 3UHVLGHQW�
$OL�$EGXOODK�6DOHK�DQG�WKH�+RXWKLV��
$Q� DQRQ\PRXV� VRXUFH� IURP�$G-

HQ¶V� VHFXULW\� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� SUR-
YLGHG� WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�ZLWK�D� OLVW�

RI�EULJDGHV� LQ� WKH�DUHD�KH�EHOLHYHV�
DUH�OR\DO�WR�6DOHK�DQG�WKH�+RXWKLV��
+H� PHQWLRQHG� WKH� ���VW� ,QIDQ-
WU\�%ULJDGH�DQG� WKH�DLU� IRUFH� IURP�
$O�$QDG� DLUEDVH� LQ� /DKM�� WKH� ��VW�
$UPRUHG� %ULJDGH� LQ� $GHQ¶V� %DGHU�
FDPS�� DQG� WKH� ��WK� $UPRUHG� %UL-
JDGH�LQ�$GHQ¶V�6DODK�$O�'LQ�FDPS��
DOVR�LQ�$GHQ��
$� ODUJH� SRUWLRQ� RI� WKH� ��WK� %UL-

JDGH� DUH� FXUUHQWO\� EDVHG� LQ� WKH�
QHLJKERULQJ�JRYHUQRUDWH�RI�$E\DQ��
ZKHUH� WKH\� KDYH� EHHQ� LQYROYHG� LQ�
KHDWHG� EDWWOHV� ZLWK� WULEHVPHQ� DO-
OHJHGO\�EDFNHG�E\�$O�4DHGD� LQ� WKH�
$UDELDQ�3HQLQVXOD��
7KH� VRXUFH� FODLPV� HDFK� EULJDGH�

KDV� DW� OHDVW� ������PHQ� ZLWKLQ� LWV�
UDQNV�� DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�SXW� RQ� DOHUW�
LQ�FDVH�$O�6DTTDI�DQG�KLV�PHQ�QHHG�
VXSSRUW��
7KH� RQO\� EULJDGH� OR\DO� WR� +DGL�

LV� WKH� ���WK� ,QIDQWU\� %ULJDGH�� XQ-
GHU� WKH� FRPPDQG� RI� )DLVDO� 5DMD��
DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� VRXUFH�� %DVHG� LQ�
$E\DQ� JRYHUQRUDWH�� WKH� EULJDGH�
ZDV� FORVHO\� DOLJQHG� ZLWK� *HQHUDO�
$OL�0RKVHQ��
7KHUH� DUH� DQ� HVWLPDWHG� �������

DUPHG� SRSXODU� FRPPLWWHH� PHP-
EHUV�LQ�$GHQ�JRYHUQRUDWH��0DQ\�RI�
WKHP�DUH�IURP�+DGL¶V�KRPH�JRYHU-
QRUDWH�RI�$E\DQ��DQG�RSHUDWH�XQGHU�
WKH� OHDGHUVKLS� RI� +DGL� 0DQVRXU�
+DGL�� WKH�EURWKHU�RI� IRUPHU�3UHVL-
GHQW�+DGL���

Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, March, 11²)LIW\�WKUHH�
LPPLJUDQWV� IURP� (WKLRSLD� ZHUH�
GHWDLQHG� LQ� WKH� SRUW� FLW\� RI� 0R-
FKD�RQ�7XHVGD\�IRU�LOOHJDOO\�HQWHU-
LQJ� WKH� FRXQWU\�� 7KH� DUUHVWV�ZHUH�
PDGH� LQ� WZR� VHSDUDWH� RSHUDWLRQV�
FDUULHG� RXW� E\� WKH� ��WK� $UPRUHG�
%ULJDGH� VWDWLRQHG� LQ� 7DL]� JRYHU-
QRUDWH�
6DHHG� $ZDWK�� D� VROGLHU� ZLWK�

WKH� EULJDGH�� VDLG� ��� SHRSOH� ZHUH�
DUUHVWHG� RQ� 0RFKD¶V� $O�-DGHHG�
FRDVWOLQH� FRPLQJ� IURP� 'KREDE�
GLVWULFW��D�SRSXODU�SRLQW�RI�DUULYDO�
LQ� 7DL]�� $� VHSDUDWH� JURXS� RI� ���
(WKLRSLDQV� KDG� FURVVHG� WKH� %DE�
$O�0DQGHE�VWUDLW� LQ� WKH� VRXWK��KH�

WROG�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV��
$ZDWK� EHORQJV� WR� D� XQLW� WDVNHG�

ZLWK� SXUVXLQJ� LOOHJDO� LPPLJUDQWV�
LQ� WKH� JRYHUQRUDWH� DUULYLQJ� RQ� LWV�
FRDVWV�IURP�(WKLRSLD��6RPDOLD��DQG�
HOVHZKHUH� LQ� WKH� +RUQ� RI� $IULFD��
+H�VSHFXODWHG�WKDW�WKH����PHQ�DQG�
ZRPHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�GHWDLQHG�LQ�0R-
FKD�FLW\�ZHUH�HQ�URXWH�WR�WKH�JRYHU-
QRUDWHV�RI�$GHQ�DQG�+RGHLGD��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� SURWRFRO�� DOO� DU-

ULYDOV� DUH� SURFHVVHG� DW� WKH� VHFX-
ULW\� ṘFH� LQ�0RFKD�� EHIRUH� EHLQJ�
WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�7DL]�&HQWUDO�3ULVRQ�
SHQGLQJ�GHSRUWDWLRQ�
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�$QHHV�$O�6KDPHUL��

PDQDJHU� RI� WKH� VHFXULW\� ṘFH� LQ�
0RFKD� GLVWULFW�� KLV� SHUVRQQHO� UH-
FHLYH� LPPLJUDQWV� IURP� WKH� ��WK�

$UPRUHG� %ULJDGH� IRU� SURFHVV-
LQJ� ³HYHU\� WZR�RU� WKUHH�GD\V�´�+H�
FRXOG�QRW�SURYLGH�VSHFL¿F�¿JXUHV��
EXW�HVWLPDWHV�KXQGUHGV�RI�DUULYDOV�
DUH�SURFHVVHG�RQ�D�ZHHNO\�EDVLV��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 0RJLE� +DVVDQ�

$EGXOODK��6HQLRU�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�
DQG� 3XEOLF� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� $VVLVWDQW�
DW� WKH� 81� 5HIXJHH� $JHQF\� �81-
+&5��LQ�6DQD¶D��VRPH�������LPPL-
JUDQWV�DUULYHG�YLD�WKH�*XOI�RI�$GHQ�
DQG�5HG�6HD�LQ�-DQXDU\�RI�WKLV�\HDU�
DORQH��)URP�-DQ����WR�)HE������WKH�
DJHQF\�UHFRUGHG����GHDWKV�DW�VHD��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�$EGXOODK��������RI�

QHZ�DUULYDOV�ZHUH�6RPDOL��WKH�RQO\�
QDWLRQDOV�JUDQWHG�SULPD�IDFLH�UHIX-
JHH� VWDWXV� XSRQ� DUULYDO�� 7KH� PD-
MRULW\²�������RU����SHUFHQW²ZHUH�
(WKLRSLDQ� QDWLRQDOV� DQG� DQRWKHU�
VL[�DUULYHG�IURP�(ULWUHD��
7KH�VFUHHQLQJ�RI�QHZ�DUULYDOV�E\�

WKH�'DQLVK�5HIXJHH�&RXQFLO��'5&��
DW�0D\ID��$KZDU�DQG�%DE�$O�0DQ-
GHE� UHFHSWLRQ� FHQWHUV� GHWHUPLQHV�
ZKLFK�DUULYDOV�DUH�HOLJLEOH�IRU�UHIX-
JHH� VWDWXV� LQ� <HPHQ�� &DQGLGDWHV�
DUH� WKHQ� UHIHUUHG� WR� 81+&5� RI-
¿FHV�LQ�$GHQ�RU�6DQD¶D��
2I�WKH�������LOOHJDO�LPPLJUDQWV�

QRW� JUDQWHG� UHIXJHH� VWDWXV� VLQFH�
WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI����������SHUFHQW�
KDYH� EHHQ� GHSRUWHG�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
D� VRXUFH�ZLWKLQ� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW¶V�
,PPLJUDWLRQ�� 3DVVSRUW� DQG�1DWX-
UDOL]DWLRQ�$XWKRULW\��,31$���
$Q�HVWLPDWHG��������LPPLJUDQWV�

DUULYHG� RQ� <HPHQ¶V� FRDVWOLQHV� LQ�
������ 7ZR� KXQGUHG� DQG� IRUW\�VL[�
SHRSOH� GLHG� PDNLQJ� WKH� MRXUQH\�
ODVW� \HDU��PRUH� WKDQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV�
IRXU�\HDUV�FRPELQHG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
WKH�81+&5�

Tensions remain 
high in Aden over 
SSF position

Fifty-three immigrants 
detained in Mocha

Khalid Al-Karimi 

SANA’A, March 10²7KH� ,VODK�
3DUW\�LV�UHIXVLQJ�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�QD-
WLRQDO�WDONV�LQ�6DQD¶D�ZLWKRXW�+DGL¶V�
LQYROYHPHQW��DPLG�SURSRVDOV�WR�UH-
ORFDWH�WKH�GLDORJXH�WR�5L\DGK��
,Q�DQ�RSHQ�OHWWHU�LVVXHG�RQ�0RQ-

GD\�� ,VODK� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� 0RKDP-
PDG� 4DKWDQ� WROG� -DPDO� %HQRPDU��
WKH� 81� 6SHFLDO� (QYR\� WR� <HPHQ��
WKDW�FRQWLQXHG�WDONV�ZRXOG�EH�FRXQ-
WHU�SURGXFWLYH� XQWLO� WKH� OHJLWLPDF\�
RI�$EGX�5DEX�0DQVRXU�+DGL¶V�SUHV-
LGHQF\�LV�GHWHUPLQHG��
,Q� WKH� OHWWHU�� 4DKWDQ� RXWOLQHG�

KLV�SDUW\¶V�REMHFWLRQV�WR�+DGL¶V�DE-
VHQFH��+H�VDLG�WKDW�FRQWLQXLQJ�WDONV�
ZLWKRXW�+DGL�RU�KLV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�
ZRXOG�SURYLGH�D�VHPEODQFH�RI�OHJLWL-
PDF\�WR�WKH�+RXWKLV�
8QWLO�D�VROXWLRQ�LV�IRXQG��4DKWDQ�

VDLG� LW� UHPDLQV� XQFOHDU� ZKHWKHU�
WDONV� DUH� WR� FHQWHU� RQ� UHWXUQLQJ�
+DGL� WR� WKH� SUHVLGHQF\� RU� ¿QGLQJ�
DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�VROXWLRQ�WR�WKH�SRZHU�

YDFXXP�LQ�<HPHQ��
,VODK� 3DUW\� VSRNHVPDQ� $EGXO-

PDOLN�6KDPVDQ� VDLG� WKH�PRYH�ZDV�
DQ� DWWHPSW� WR� SXW� GLVFXVVLRQV� RQ�
WKH� ULJKW� WUDFN�� QRW� WR� GHUDLO� WKH�
QDWLRQDO� GLDORJXH�� ³&RQWLQXLQJ� WKH�
GLDORJXH� ZLWKRXW� 3UHVLGHQW� +DGL¶V�
SUHVHQFH�RU�KLV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�LV�D�
TXHVWLRQ�RI�JLYLQJ�OHJLWLPDF\�WR�WKH�
+RXWKL�FRXS�´�KH�VDLG��
7DONV�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�LQ�WKH�FDSL-

WDO�VLQFH�+DGL�HVFDSHG�KRXVH�DUUHVW�
DQG�ÀHG�WR�$GHQ�RQ�)HE������EXW�DS-
SHDU�WR�KDYH�PDGH�QR�SURJUHVV�VLQFH�
WKHQ��+DGL��ZKR�FODLPV�KH�UHPDLQV�
<HPHQ¶V� OHJLWLPDWH� SUHVLGHQW�� KDV�
VDLG� WKH� FDSLWDO� LV� ³RFFXSLHG´� DQG�
SURSRVHG� PRYLQJ� WKH� GLDORJXH� WR�
$GHQ�� 0RUH� UHFHQWO\�� +DGL� KDV�
FDOOHG� IRU� WKH� WDONV� WR�EH�PRYHG� WR�
5L\DGK��
5HSRUWV� HPHUJHG� RQ� 7XHVGD\�

WKDW�%HQRPDU�KDG�ÀRZQ�WR�5L\DGK�
WR� GLVFXVV� PRYLQJ� WKH� WDONV� WKHUH��
D�SURSRVDO� VXSSRUWHG�E\� ,VODK�Ṙ-
FLDOV�� ³6DQD¶D� UHPDLQV� XQGHU� RFFX-

SDWLRQ�DQG�LV�QRW�D�VDIH�SODFH�WR�KROG�
WKH�GLDORJXH�´�VDLG�6KDPVDQ�
0RKDPPDG�$O�%XNKDLWL��D�PHP-

EHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH��
WROG� WKH� <HPHQ�7LPHV� RQ� 7XHVGD\�
WKDW�4DKWDQ¶V� OHWWHU� WR� %HQRPDU� LV�
DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�REVWUXFW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�
GLDORJXH� DW� D� FULWLFDO� MXQFWXUH�� +H�
VXJJHVWHG�,VODK�3DUW\�PHPEHUV�DUH�
SDUW� RI� D� ³IRUHLJQ� FRQVSLUDF\´� WR�
GHVWDELOL]H� WKH� FRXQWU\�� ³7KH\� DUH�
SDQGHULQJ�WR�IRUHLJQ�DJHQGDV�DW�WKH�
H[SHQVH� RI� QDWLRQDO� LQWHUHVWV�´� KH�
VDLG��
7KH� +RXWKLV� FODLP� WR� UHPDLQ�

RSHQ� WR� VXJJHVWLRQV�� EXW� KDYH� VR�
IDU� RSSRVHG� WKH� UHORFDWLRQ� RI� WDONV�
WR�5L\DGK�RU�$GHQ��VD\LQJ�DQ\�GHFL-
VLRQ�UHTXLUHV�DJUHHPHQW�IURP�DOO�RI�
WKH�FRQFHUQHG�SDUWLHV��
³7KHUH�VKRXOG�EH�VẊFLHQW�SUHS-

DUDWLRQ� >IRU� D� PRYH@�� DQG� 6DXGL�
$UDELD� VKRXOG� SURYLGH� JXDUDQWHHV�
LW�ZLOO� QRW� VLGH�ZLWK� DQ\� SDUWLFXODU�
SDUW\�´�VDLG�$O�%XNKDLWL��
0RKDPPDG� $O�6LEUL�� D� PHPEHU�

RI� WKH� 1DVVHULVW� 3DUW\�� DJUHHV� WKDW�
WDONV� LQ� 6DQD¶D� KDYH� IDLOHG� WR� SUR-
GXFH�UHVXOWV�EXW�VD\V�4DKWDQ¶V�OHWWHU�
GRHV� QRW� KHOS�PDWWHUV� HLWKHU�� ³7KH�
OHWWHU� VKRZV� WKDW� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLHV��
LQFOXGLQJ� ,VODK�� DUH� XQDEOH� WR� SUR-
YLGH�DQ\�VROXWLRQV��7KH�OHWWHU�PDNHV�
QR� GL̆HUHQFH� WR� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ�´� KH�
VDLG�
$O�6LEUL� LV� SHVVLPLVWLF� DERXW� WKH�

5L\DGK� RSWLRQ�� ³:H� REYLRXVO\� H[-
SHFW� RSSRVLWLRQ� IURP� WKH� +RXWKLV�
DQG� WKH� >*HQHUDO� 3HRSOH¶V� &RQ-
JUHVV@�� DQG� SRLQWOHVV� VWDWHPHQWV�
IURP� ,VODK� PHPEHUV� ZLOO� QRW� KHOS�
PDWWHUV�´�KH�DGGHG��
,Q�D�VWDWHPHQW�UHOHDVHG�7XHVGD\��

WKH� JHQHUDO� VHFUHWDU\� RI� WKH� *XOI�
&RRSHUDWLRQ�&RXQFLO� �*&&���$EGX-
ODWLI�$O�=D\DQL��VDLG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�
<HPHQ¶V� QDWLRQDO� GLDORJXH� ZLOO� EH�
GLVFXVVHG�7KXUVGD\�LQ�5L\DGK��7KH�
PHHWLQJ�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�WKH�VL[�IRUHLJQ�
D̆DLUV�PLQLVWHUV�RI�WKH�*&&��SUHVLG-
HG�RYHU�E\�4DWDU¶V�0LQLVWHU�RI�)RU-
HLJQ�$̆DLUV�.KDOLG�%LQ�0RKDPPDG�

$O�$WWL\DK�
7KH�5L\DGK�RSWLRQ�VHHPV�WR�KLQJH�

RQ�HQGRUVHPHQW�IURP�WKH�+RXWKLV��
:KLOH� PRVW� REVHUYHUV� DQG� SDUWLFL-
SDQWV� DFFHSW� +DGL¶V� GH� MXUH� SUHVL-

GHQF\��+RXWKLV�UHPDLQ�WKH�GH�IDFWR�
SRZHU� LQ�QRUWKHUQ�<HPHQ�DQG�LW� LV�
XQFOHDU�ZKDW�SURJUHVV�FDQ�EH�PDGH�
LQ� 5L\DGK� RU� HOVHZKHUH� ZLWKRXW�
WKHLU�VXSSRUW�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�

No talks without Hadi present, Islah says

Islah representative Mohammad Qahtan sent an open letter to UN 
Special Envoy Benomar outlining his party’s position. 

Armed popular committee members have positioned themselves throughout Aden as fears mount fur-
ther violence could break out. 

An estimated 8,755 immigrants have arrived on Yemen’s shores 
this year already, with 50 recorded deaths in January and Febru-
ary.

alainonline
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IW� LV� GL̇FXOW� WR� LPDJLQH� WKH�
*XOI�&XS�EHLQJ�KRVWHG�E\�<H-
PHQ�WRGD\��DV�LW�ZDV�MXVW�¿YH�
\HDUV�DJR��7KH�<HPHQ�)RRW-
EDOO� $VVRFLDWLRQ� �<)$�� KDV�

PDQDJHG� WR� ZHDWKHU� WU\LQJ� WLPHV�
VLQFH� LW�ZDV� IRXQGHG����\HDUV�DJR��
EXW�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�WXUPRLO�
LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�LV�SURYLQJ�WRR�PXFK�
IRU�WKH�QDWLRQDO�OHDJXH�WRGD\�
7KH�ODVW�GD\�RI�¿UVW�GLYLVLRQ�IRRW-

EDOO�PDWFKHV�LQ�<HPHQ�ZDV�-DQ������
DQG�LW�KDV�VLQFH�EHHQ�GHFLGHG�WKDW�
JDPHV�ZLOO�QRW�UHVXPH�IRU�DW� OHDVW�
WZR�PRQWKV��
2Q� )HE�� ��� WKH� &RPSHWLWLRQV�

&RPPLWWHH�RI�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�<RXWK�
DQG�6SRUWV� VXVSHQGHG�DOO�<)$�DF-
WLYLWLHV��7KH�VXVSHQVLRQ�LV�SODQQHG�
WR�ODVW�XQWLO�WKH�HQG�RI�0DUFK��DQG�
H̆HFWV�DOO�IRRWEDOO�FOXEV�SOD\LQJ�LQ�
<HPHQ¶V�¿UVW�GLYLVLRQ�
7KH�GHSXW\�KHDG�RI�WKH�FRPPLW-

WHH��$OL�$EX�$O�5HMDO��VDLG�WKH�GHFL-
VLRQ�FDPH�IROORZLQJ�D�UHYLHZ�RI�QD-
WLRQDO� VHFXULW\� DQG� WKH� GZLQGOLQJ�
UHVRXUFHV� DYDLODEOH� WR� FOXEV�� *RY-
HUQPHQW�IXQGLQJ�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�SUR-
YLGHG�VLQFH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�-DQX-
DU\� DQG�PRVW� FOXEV� DUH� QR� ORQJHU�
DEOH�WR�PHHW�WKHLU�FRPPLWPHQWV�WR�
SOD\HUV�DQG�FRDFKLQJ�VWD̆��KH�VDLG��
:KLOH�VRPH�WHDPV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�

WUDLQLQJ� GHVSLWH� WKH� VXVSHQVLRQ��
PDQ\� KDYH� GHFLGHG� WR� VKXW� GRZQ�
FRPSOHWHO\�� 7KH� SUHVLGHQW� RI� $O�
7LODO� 6SRUWV� &OXE� LQ� $GHQ�� $UHI�
$O�<DULPL��VDLG�WKDW�VLQFH�WKH�VXV-
SHQVLRQ�FDPH�LQWR�H̆HFW�RQ�)HE����
WKHUH�LV�QR�PRQH\�WR�NHHS�WKH�VWD-
GLXP�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�IDFLOLWLHV�RSHQ��
$OO�DFWLYLWLHV�ZHUH�WKXV�VXVSHQG-

HG�DW�WKH�FOXE²IRXQGHG�LQ������DV�
WKH�¿UVW�VSRUWV�FOXE�LQ�WKH�$UDELDQ�
3HQLQVXOD²DQG�WKH�FORVXUH�DSSOLHV�
WR�WKH�FOXE¶V�YROOH\EDOO��ZHLJKW�OLIW-
LQJ��EDVNHWEDOO�� ER[LQJ�� DQG�ZUHV-
WOLQJ�GHSDUWPHQWV�DV�ZHOO��
:LWK� OLWWOH� LQGLFDWLRQ� WKDW� VHFX-

ULW\� RU� WKH� QDWLRQDO� HFRQRP\� ZLOO�
LPSURYH� DQ\WLPH� VRRQ�� LW� VHHPV�
OLNHO\� WKH� VXVSHQVLRQ� ZLOO� H[WHQG�
EH\RQG� LWV�$SULO� GHDGOLQH��(YHQ� LI�
LW�GRHVQ¶W��KRZHYHU��WKH�VXVSHQVLRQ�
PD\�KDYH� ORQJ�WHUP�FRQVHTXHQFHV�
IRU�D�OHDJXH�WKDW�KDV�DOZD\V�VWUXJ-
JOHG�RQ�D�UHJLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQ-
DO�OHYHO��
,QWHUQDWLRQDO� SOD\HUV� OLYH� DQG�

ZRUN� LQ� D� IRUHLJQ� FRXQWU\� WKDW� RI-
IHUV� OLWWOH� LQ� WKH� ZD\� RI� DOWHUQD-
WLYHV�IRU�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�DWKOHWH��DQG�
PDQ\� SOD\HUV� VHH� OLWWOH� UHDVRQ� WR�
ZDLW� LW� RXW�� ,Q� WKH� ODVW� WZR�ZHHNV�
DORQH�� $O�<DULPL� VD\V� KH� KDV� ORVW�
WKUHH�SOD\HUV�IURP�1LJHULD�EHFDXVH�
RI�WKH�FOXE¶V�LQDELOLW\�WR�SD\�WKHP��
)LUVW� GLYLVLRQ� FOXEV�� UHSUHVHQW-

LQJ� GL̆HUHQW� JRYHUQRUDWHV� DURXQG�
WKH� FRXQWU\�� QRUPDOO\� UHFHLYH� DQ-
QXDO� IXQGLQJ� RI� <5�����������
���������� IURP� WKH� 0LQLVWU\� RI�
<RXWK� DQG� 6SRUWV�� $O�<DULPL� VD\V�
KLV�FOXE�KDV�QRW�UHFHLYHG�LWV�DQQXDO�
EXGJHW�DQG�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�UHFRXUVH�
WR�DOWHUQDWLYH� IXQGLQJ� LQ� WKH� IRUP�
RI�VSRQVRUVKLSV�DQG�SULYDWH�GRQD-
WLRQV��
6HFXULW\�FRQFHUQV�KDYH�SUHYHQW-

HG� FOXEV� IURP� WUDYHOOLQJ� WR� SOD\�
HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�JRY-
HUQRUDWHV�� DQG� PDQ\� KDYH� KDG� WR�
VXVSHQG� WUDLQLQJ� DQG� PDWFKHV� LQ�
WKHLU�RZQ�JRYHUQRUDWHV�GXH�WR�RQ-
JRLQJ�¿JKWLQJ��
0RKDPPDG�+DLGDQ��KHDG�RI�WKH�

)RRWEDOO�)HGHUDWLRQ�LQ�$GHQ�JRYHU-
QRUDWH��VD\V�D�QXPEHU�RI�FOXEV�KDYH�
KDG� WR� VXVSHQG� DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� WKH�
VRXWK�EHFDXVH�JRYHUQPHQW�VHFXUL-
W\�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�DURXQG�VWDGLXPV�
LV�QRW�SURYLGHG�IRU���
,Q� WKH� VRXWKHUQ� JRYHUQRUDWHV��

+DLGDQ� VD\V� D� QXPEHU� RI� HYHQWV�
KDYH� EHHQ� FDQFHOOHG� EHFDXVH�
6RXWKHUQ� 0RYHPHQW� SURWHVWRUV�
KDYH�GLVUXSWHG�PDWFKHV�E\�FXWWLQJ�
R̆� URDGV� OHDGLQJ� WR� WKH� VWDGLXPV�
DQG� SUHYHQWLQJ� VSHFWDWRUV� DQG�
WHDPV�IURP�DUULYLQJ��
)RU� +XVVHLQ� 0DGKORXP�� D�

���\HDU�ROG� 6RXWKHUQ� 0RYHPHQW�
VXSSRUWHU�� DQ\� VSRUWLQJ� HYHQWV�
WKDW� LQYROYH� ERWK� QRUWKHUQ� DQG�
VRXWKHUQ�DWKOHWHV�DUH�DW�RGGV�ZLWK�
WKH�VSLULW�RI�WKH�VHFHVVLRQLVW�PRYH-
PHQW�� ³:H� ZDQW� WR� VXVSHQG� DOO�
DFWLYLWLHV� ZLWK� WKH� QRUWK� XQWLO� ZH�
VHSDUDWH�IURP�WKHP�́ �KH�VDLG��
6SRUWV� LQ� <HPHQ� KDYH� SURYHQ�

LPSRUWDQW� IRU� IRVWHULQJ� FRQVHQVXV�
DQG�D�VHQVH�RI�QDWLRQDO�EHORQJLQJ��
SDUWLFXODUO\� DIWHU� XQL¿FDWLRQ� DQG�
WKH�EORRG\�FLYLO�ZDU�EHWZHHQ�QRUWK�
DQG�VRXWK�LQ�������
7KH� <)$� ZDV� RULJLQDOO\� HVWDE-

OLVKHG� LQ� 1RUWK� <HPHQ� LQ� ������
EHFRPLQJ� D�PHPEHU� RI� WKH� ,QWHU-
QDWLRQDO�)HGHUDWLRQ�RI�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
)RRWEDOO� �),)$�� LQ� ������ EXW� RQO\�
IRXQG� LWV� PRGHUQ� IRUP� LQ� �����
ZKHQ� 6RXWK� <HPHQ¶V� OHDJXH� ZDV�
LQFRUSRUDWHG�IROORZLQJ�XQL¿FDWLRQ��
7KLUW\�WZR� WHDPV�� ��� IURP�

QRUWKHUQ�JRYHUQRUDWHV�DQG����IURP�
WKH�VRXWK��HQWHUHG�WKH�¿UVW�QDWLRQDO�
FKDPSLRQVKLS� LQ� WKH� �������� VHD-
VRQ��DQG�XQWLO�WKH�RXWEUHDN�RI�FLYLO�
ZDU� LQ� ����� WKH� FDSWDLQF\� DW� HY-
HU\� FOXE� ZRXOG� DOWHUQDWH� EHWZHHQ�
VRXWKHUQHUV� DQG� QRUWKHUQHUV� IRU�
HDFK�PDWFK��
0RKDPPDG�0XNKWDU�� ���� SOD\V�

IRU�+DVVDQ�)RRWEDOO�&OXE�LQ�$E\DQ�
JRYHUQRUDWH��+H� VD\V�KH�KDVQ¶W� DW-
WHQGHG� WUDLQLQJ� VLQFH� PLG�-DQX-
DU\��DQG�ZKLOH�¿QDQFLDO�GL̇FXOWLHV�
KDYH�SOD\HG�D�UROH�KH�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�
VHFXULW\�VLWXDWLRQ�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQ-
WU\�DV�WKH�PDLQ�LQWHUIHUHQFH��
³7UDYHOLQJ�IURP�$E\DQ�WR�6DQD¶D�

RU�DQ\�RWKHU�JRYHUQRUDWH�LV�YHU\�GLI-
¿FXOW��:H�QHHG�PRQH\�DQG�SURWHF-
WLRQ�DQG�WKH�FOXE�VLPSO\�FDQ¶W�SUR-
YLGH�LW�́ �KH�VDLG��
$V�D�VRXWKHUQHU��0XNKWDU�VD\V�KH�

LV�HVSHFLDOO\�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�WUDY-
HOOLQJ�WR�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�JRYHUQRUDWHV�
IRU�PDWFKHV��EXW�VD\V�KH�LV�XVXDOO\�
VXUSULVHG� E\� WKH� ZDUP� UHFHSWLRQ�
KH�DQG�KLV�WHDPPDWHV�UHFHLYH�IURP�
WKH�FURZG��
³:KHQ�ZH�KHDGHG� WR� ,EE� JRYHU-

QRUDWH�WR�SOD\�D�PDWFK�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�
$O�,WWLKDG� IRRWEDOO� WHDP�� ZH� XVHG�
WR�H[SHFW�KRVWLOLW\� IURP� WKH� ORFDOV�
EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� FXUUHQW� SROLWLFDO�
VLWXDWLRQ�́ �KH�VDLG��³:H�WKRXJKW�ZH�
ZRXOG� EH� DWWDFNHG�� EXW� WKH\� VWLOO�
JDYH�XV�D�UHVSHFWIXO�UHFHSWLRQ�DQG�
OHIW�SROLWLFV�RXW�RI�LW�́
0DQ\� LQ� WKH� <)$¶V� JHQHUDO� DV-

VHPEO\� ZHOFRPHG� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� WR�
VXVSHQG�WKH�OHDJXH��RQO\�UHJUHWWLQJ�
LW� GLG� QRW� FRPH� VRRQHU�� 0HPEHUV�
FRPSODLQHG� RI� YDJXHQHVV� DQG� LQ-
GHFLVLYHQHVV� ZKHQ� PDWFKHV� ZHUH�
SRVWSRQHG� DIWHU� -DQ�� ���� OHDYLQJ�
FOXEV� VWUXJJOLQJ� WR� UHPDLQ� RSHQ�
ZKHQ� QR� IXQGV� ZHUH� IRUWKFRP-
LQJ�� ZKLOH� PRQWKO\� H[SHQVHV� IRU�
WKH� <)$� LWVHOI� UXQ� LQ� H[FHVV� RI�
<5���������������������

6RPH� SOD\HUV� DOVR� ZHOFRPHG�
WKH� GHFLVLRQ�� 3OD\HUV� DW� $O�,WWLKDG�
LQ� ,EE��ZKLFK�KDV� EHHQ� VWUXJJOLQJ�
PRUH�WKDQ�PDQ\�RWKHU�FOXEV�LQ�WKH�
FRXQWU\��E\�WKH�HQG�RI�-DQXDU\�KDG�
QRW�UHFHLYHG�WKHLU�VDODULHV�IRU�IRXU�
PRQWKV��
3OD\HUV� KDG� QRQHWKHOHVV� FRQWLQ-

XHG� SOD\LQJ� LQ� DQWLFLSDWLRQ� RI� WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW¶V�DQQXDO�EXGJHW��ZKLOH�
WKHLU�FOXEV�DSSHDOHG�IRU�HPHUJHQF\�
IXQGLQJ��0RKDPPDG�$EGXOIDWWDK��
ZKR�SOD\V�IRU�$O�,WWLKDG��LV�XQKDS-
S\�WR�EH�RXW�RI�ZRUN�EXW�LV�UHOLHYHG�
D� GHFLVLRQ� ZDV� ¿QDOO\� WDNHQ�� ³:H�
ORYH�WKH�FOXE��ZH�ZDQW�WR�JLYH�LW�DOO�
ZH�KDYH��EXW�QR�RQH�FDQ�HQGXUH�XQ-
GHU�WKHVH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�́ �KH�VDLG��
7KH� FRPPLWWHH¶V� GHFLVLRQ� ZDV�

GHOD\HG�IROORZLQJ�OHQJWK\�QHJRWLD-

WLRQV�ZLWK�PDQDJHPHQW�DW�WKH�YDUL-
RXV�FOXEV��ZKLFK�QRZ�QXPEHU����LQ�
DGGLWLRQ� WR� DQRWKHU� ��� SOD\LQJ� LQ�
WKH�VHFRQG�GLYLVLRQ��7KH�LQLWLDO�VXV-
SHQVLRQ� LQ� -DQXDU\� ZDV� HQIRUFHG�
E\�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�ZLWKRXW�FRQVXOW-
LQJ� WKH� FOXEV�� EXW� D� ¿QDO� GHFLVLRQ�
ZDV�WDNHQ�ZLWK�WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�
DOO�RI�WKH�<)$¶V�VWDNHKROGHUV�
'LVFXVVLRQV�RI�VHFXULW\�FRQFHUQV�

DOVR�LQFOXGHG�D�SURSRVDO�WR�KROG�DOO�
PDWFKHV� LQ� GHVLJQDWHG� JRYHUQRU-
DWHV�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� $O�5HMDO�� +R-
GHLGD��,EE�DQG�7DL]�ZHUH�VXJJHVWHG�
E\� FRPPLWWHH� PHPEHUV� JLYHQ� WKH�
UHODWLYH� FDOP� LQ� WKHLU� FDSLWDO� FLW-
LHV�� EXW� LW� ZDV� QHYHU� DSSURYHG� E\�
PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� JHQHUDO� DVVHPEO\�
DQG� DVVXPHV� WKH� QHFHVVDU\� IXQG-
LQJ�ZLOO�EH�DFTXLUHG�

:KHQ�SROLWLFV�H̆HFWV�VSRUWV�

Yemen’s football clubs suspended

A match during the 2013 season between Al-Ittihad club from Ibb and Al-Yarmok from Sana’a.



4 Interview 12 March, 2015

B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWARD

Interview by
Bassam Al-Khameri 

The Nasserist Party has par-
ticipated in the negotiations 
since the beginning but it with-
drew several times and then 
resumed participation. Why?
In the beginning, we participated in 
the negotiations like all other par-
ties following the signature of the 
Peace and National Partnership 
Agreement on Sept. 21, 2014, after 
the Houthis gained control over 
Sana’a. But then we withdrew be-
cause of the Houthis’ refusal to sign 
the security annex. We resumed 
negotiations after they signed the 
annex.
The second time was when the 
Houthis mistreated the representa-
tive of the Nasserist Party, Abdul-
lah Noman, during the negotiations 
because the Houthis insisted that 
the negotiations are based on the 
[Feb. 6] constitutional declaration. 
We didn’t resume negotiations this 
time until President Abdu Rabu 
Mansour Hadi left Sana’a to Aden, 
because it was a move forward in 
the negotiations. Also, Jamal Ben-
omar pledged that negotiations 
would not be dependent on the con-
stitutional declaration. 
The dialogue will be held in a secure 
place agreed upon by all parties and 
LGHQWL¿HG� E\� %HQRPDU� DQG� 3UHVL-
dent Hadi. 
Now, the foundations of the dia-
logue have changed completely 
and negotiations must be held in 
an appropriate place. [The Parties] 
VKRXOG�EH�VHULRXV�LQ�WKHLU�H̆RUWV�WR�
¿QG� D� ZD\� WR� EHWWHU� VKDUH� SRZHU��
The focus may be that the Houthis’ 
withdraw the constitutional dec-
laration and the steps taken after 
Sept. 21 and return the weapons 
looted from the state’s military 

camps and start a real partnership 
between all parties. 

But will the Houthis agree to 
these conditions?
It’s not known yet, but Benomar 
said he is in negotiations. 

The Houthis have accused the 
Nasserist Party of withdraw-
ing from negotiations to ob-
struct the dialogue, what is 
your response?
This is not true because we with-
draw due to real reasons and I have 
mentioned these reasons earlier. 
Even when we withdrew, we wished 
that all parties would succeed in 
reaching an agreement out of the 
FXUUHQW� VWDQGR̆�� 7KH� 1DVVHULVW�
Party always supports and calls for 
GLDORJXH� DQG� ZH� ZHUH� WKH� ¿UVW� WR�
call for dialogue in Sa’ada gover-
norate during the six rounds of war 
that erupted between the Houthis 
and the military during the rule of 
the former president, Ali Abdullah 
Saleh. 
Even when the negotiations reach 
a deadlock, we stop participation 
but continue calling for resolving 
the obstacles through dialogue and 
not violence. We aim to protect the 
country from plunging into civil 
war. 

Did you support the call to 
hold talks in another gover-
norate other than Sana’a?
Holding negotiations in Sana’a is 
fruitless because talks can’t occur in 
a place dominated by a certain par-
ty. So we support holding negotia-
tions either in Aden or Taiz but the 
Houthis and the GPC are rejecting 

this option.

Hadi has recently called for 
the negotiations to be held in 
Riyadh. What is the Nasserist 
Party’s stance on this?
As a last resort, we support hold-
ing the negotiations outside Yemen 
because there will be an appropri-
ate ground for the sessions to be re-
sumed under international supervi-
sion and guarantees. However, we 
prefer that all parties agree on a 
neutral place where all parties can 
attend and participate freely with-
out any obstructions.

But do you think Riyadh is an 
appropriate place?
No, because the Houthis will not 
accept this because of their stance 
with Saudi Arabia. If negotiations 
were to be held outside Yemen, the 
Nasserist Party believes that the 
Arab League is the best place to 
host the talks because it is a neutral 
place that is accepted by all parties.

Have you suggested this?
Yes, and there are many options 
provided by several parties partici-
pating in the negotiations.

You and the Islah Party are 
part of the Joint Meeting Par-
ties (JMPs). Why do you par-
ticipate in the dialogue indi-
vidually?
Unfortunately the JMP is a federa-
tion that contains several parties 
but we participate individually. 
Even during the National Dialogue 
Conference we were represented 
individually and we deem this a 
failure on the part of the JMP. The 
parties [within the JMP] should 
consider this matter seriously in 
order to come up with a new vision 
WR�KDYH�D�XQL¿HG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�DQG�
say in national matters.  

Is it a matter of disagreement 
between members of the JMP?
No, it’s not. There is no disagree-
ment within the JMP but I think the 
parties in the JMP are participating 
individually in order to put more 
pressure on those parties trying to 
obstruct the talks. 

What are the most recent out-
comes of the negotiations?
The last session [in which the party 
participated in] was held on Mon-
day, March 2, but the dialogue is 
focused on resuming the rule of 
the state, evacuating the Houthi 
popular committees from the capi-
tal Sana’a and other cities, and en-
abling the state to perform its du-
ties instead of establishing national 
or presidential councils. 

Did the Nasserist Party send a 
representative to meet Hadi in 
Aden?
Yes. Abdullah Noman, the secretary 
general of the Nasserist Party, went 
to Aden and met with President 
Hadi along with several representa-
tives of other parties. 

Did they reach an agreement 
with Hadi?
They discussed a vision to establish 
a presidential council headed by 
President Hadi but he refused this 
proposal and insisted on being the 
legitimate president of the country 
and insisted on adherence to the 
Gulf Initiative. It’s due to a lack of 

trust [by Hadi for the Houthis] be-
FDXVH� 3UHVLGHQW� +DGL� VX̆HUHG� XQ-
bearable oppression by the Houthis 
and has the right to refuse. 

What are the expected sce-
narios in Yemen, particularly 
after the departure of General 
Mahmoud Al-Subaihi, the act-
ing defense minister, to Lahj?
The departure of Al-Subaihi was 
another hit directed to the other 
concerned parties, including the 
Houthis and Saleh, because he will 
play an essential role in the opera-
tions room [referring to the military 
command Hadi established as su-
preme commander of the military] 

that was established recently by 
President Hadi in Aden, and he will 
create changes in the military. 

If the Houthis refuse negotia-
tions outside Sana’a, will you 
suspend your participation 
again?
As I said earlier, the Nasserist Party 
hopes that the negotiations will 
succeed and the political parties 
ZLOO� ¿QG� D� ZD\� RXW� RI� WKH� FXUUHQW�
VWDQGR̆� EHFDXVH� <HPHQ� FDQ¶W� DI-
ford more deterioration. If all par-
ties don’t abide by negotiations, we 
will continue to struggle peacefully 
until we achieve the aim of protect-
ing Yemen.

Prominent Nasserist Party member to the Yemen Times: 

“We aim to protect the country 
from plunging into civil war”

ADveRToRIAL

Laughter is every-
where; people are 
having fun and enjoy-
ing their time. When 
you enter a huge in-

stitute like Exceed Language 
&HQWHU��WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�\RX�H[SHFW�
to encounter is serious faces and 
deep quietness, but this was not 
the case. You can feel the spirit 
of motivation consume the place, 
and that is what encouraged dif-
ferent companies to take part in 
Exceed’s Marketplace.

All the companies that par-
WLFLSDWHG� LQ� WKH� PDUNHW� FODUL¿HG�
that they are looking for young 
costumers who are more open to 
new things and always excited to 
try new products. Mr. Tareq A. 
Sabeha, the Managing Director, 
and Mr. Peter J. Willems, the Ac-
ademic Coordinator, were greet-
ing both students and visitors 

and handing out Exceed’s bro-
chures. This point makes Exceed 
the right place for people who are 
searching for the best environ-
ment and quality for learning.

  “We care about each person 
who really wants to learn English 
and our aim is to have an English 
speaker in every home. Due to 
the economic situation, we have 
reduced the price of our courses 
from $130 to $90 to help stu-
dents learn. We always focus on 
quality here at Exceed. Our solid 
program features an integrated 
curriculum, ongoing professional 
teacher training and curriculum 
development. We also pay atten-
tion to the needs of our students. 
For example, our students have 
been doing a great job developing 
their speaking, reading and lis-
tening skills, but we noticed that 
VWXGHQWV�KDG�GL̇FXOWLHV�GHYHORS-
ing their writing. Therefore, a few 
months ago we created Exceed’s 
Writing Toolkit and it has proven 
to be successful. What really mat-

ters to us is how we can help stu-
dents receive the best quality of 
learning,” Mr. Willems said.

Participating companies, stu-
dents and visitors were all satis-
¿HG� DQG� KDSS\� ZLWK� WKH� HYHQW�
and its outcomes. The companies 
think that such an event gives 
them a chance to showcase their 
products to a wider audience 
of younger people. In addition, 
Exceed provided numerous ac-
tivities such as games, contests, 
and so forth. Some of Exceed’s 
graduate level students were in-
volved in organizing and carrying 
out some very exciting activities. 
Students said they had “a great 
time.” “Thank you Exceed for 
giving us this opportunity,” a stu-
dent said.

Participants in event: MTN, 
Jalab Brothers, Al-Kaboos 
Group, NATCO, MAM, Mansour 
$O�6R¿�� 0RNND�� *UHHQ� /DQG��
Ghamdhan Group, National Mu-
seum for Sciences

exceed’s Marketplace,
March 9 and 10, 2015

As the country slips into further turmoil, dialogue between political parties and armed groups has 
failed to provide any results. The Houthis control large swathes of the north of Yemen, and Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi claims, from the southern port city of Aden, to be the legitimate president. 
2QH�RI�WKH�JURXSV�LQYROYHG�LQ�RQJRLQJ�WDONV�LV�WKH�1DVVHULVW�3DUW\��ṘFLDOO\�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�1DV-

serist Unionist People’s organization. Although part of the Joint Meeting Parties (JMP), which is 
composed of seven parties including the Islah and Socialist parties, the Nasserist Party partici-
pates in the negotiations as its own entity. 

In objection to conditions set by the Houthis, the Nasserist Party has twice withdrawn from ne-
gotiations and resumed participation. With Hadi’s escape to Aden on Feb. 21, the talks saw further 
setbacks. Recently, Hadi called for negotiations to be held in Riyadh but the Houthis and the GPC 
refused the call and insisted on holding the talks in Sana’a. 
+DWLP�$EX�+DWLP��D�OHDGLQJ�¿JXUH�LQ�WKH�1DVVHULVW�3DUW\�DQG�PHPEHU�RI�LWV�&HQWUDO�&RPPLWWHH��

spoke to the Yemen Times about how the talks are progressing and why the party has refused to 
take part on more than one occasion. 

Abu Hatim was born in 1946 in Nehm district of Sana’a governorate. He studied aeronautical 
engineering in Russia and returned to Yemen in 1970, joining the Yemeni air force in Hodeida and 
becoming a member of the Nasserist Party at the same time. Now a retired general, Abu Hatim was 
a member of the Military and Security Working Group of the National Dialogue Conference (NDC).

“Holding 
negotiations 
in Sana’a is 
fruitless be-
cause talks 
can’t occur 
in a place 
dominated 
by one par-
ty.”

“If all par-
ties don’t 
abide by ne-
gotiations, 
we will 
continue 
to struggle 
peacefully 
until we 
achieve the 
aim of pro-
tecting Ye-
men.”
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E
gypt's strong stand against the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL), especially in the 
wake of the brutal killings of 
21 Egyptian Coptic Christians 

E\�DQ�,6,/�ḊOLDWH�LQ�/LE\D��DQG�3UHVLGHQW�
Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi's call on Muslim 
UHOLJLRXV� ¿JXUHV� WR� UH�H[DPLQH� ,VODPLF�
WH[WV�WR�EULQJ�WKHP�LQWR�WKH�PRGHUQ�ZRUOG�
DV� D� KHGJH� DJDLQVW� WKHLU� H[SORLWDWLRQ� E\�
H[WUHPLVW� JURXSV�� KDYH� FRQWULEXWHG� WR�
a more positive image of the Egyptian 
government within the halls of the US 
Congress.

Such sentiments will make it easier 
for the Obama administration to resume 
deliveries of some held-up military items, 
VXFK� DV� )���� ¿JKWHU� MHWV�� +RZHYHU�� XQWLO�
the Sisi government eases up on human 
ULJKWV� DEXVHV�� SDUWLFXODUO\� RI� MRXUQDOLVWV��
bloggers and secular opposition activists, 
relations will remain problematic despite 
this recent mending of fences.

When US Secretary of State John Kerry 
WHVWL¿HG�EHIRUH�&RQJUHVV� LQ� ODWH�)HEUXDU\�
about foreign policy budget issues, most of 
the questions and comments he received 
on Egypt had more to do with the hold-
up of military items—with members 
complaining about it—rather than the 
ḢFDF\� RI� WKH� DQQXDO� ����� ELOOLRQ� DLG�
package to Egypt that has been a source of 
contention over the past few years.

In response, Kerry said, “I believe it's 
important to for us to provide some of 
these items and I believe decisions will 
be forthcoming that will set out how we 
proceed forward to do that.”

Critical partner
(DUOLHU�WKDW�PRQWK��.HUU\�KHOG�D�MRLQW�QHZV�
conference with visiting Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Sameh Shoukry where he called 
Egypt an “increasingly critical partner” 
LQ� FRXQWHU�WHUURULVP� H̆RUWV�� .HUU\� DOVR�
mentioned that Egypt is “working with us 
in the Sinai against terrorism.” 

With the US public taking a hostile 
position towards ISIL because of its 
brutality against US citizens and other 
nationals, it is not surprising that 
countries that have been on the receiving 
end of ISIL's violence and are in the anti-
ISIL coalition (both of which apply to 
Egypt) have been seen in a more positive 
light not only by the American people but 
by Congress.

This, then, has given the Obama 
administration more room to maneuver to 
assist Egypt strategically and economically. 
Though no additional aid package is in the 
ṘQJ��.HUU\�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�DWWHQG�WKH�ELJ�
investment conference that the Egyptian 
government is hosting in Sharm Al-Sheikh 
LQ� PLG�0DUFK� ZKLFK� LV� H[SHFWHG� WR� WRXW�
Egypt as a place to do business.  

Although the conference is geared to 
the foreign private sector, having the US 
secretary of state in attendance (along 
ZLWK� RWKHU� IRUHLJQ� ṘFLDOV�� JLYHV�(J\SW
V�

economic reforms, at least, the stamp of 
approval from Washington.

That said, Egypt’s problematic human 
rights record continues to be a thorn in 
the side of more positive relations. Even 
ZKHQ�SUDLVLQJ�(J\SW�RQ�&DSLWRO�+LOO��.HUU\�
H[SUHVVHG� FRQFHUQ� DERXW� WKH� ¿YH�\HDU�
sentence recently meted out to opposition 
blogger Alaa Abdel Fattah and the trial 
RI� VRPH� MRXUQDOLVWV�� $QG� LQ� KLV� MRLQW�
press conference with Shoukry, Kerry 
referenced “some of the challenges” that 
Egypt faces as it moves “to the elections 
DQG� WKH� IXO¿OOPHQW� RI� LWV� SURPLVHV� DERXW�
democracy.” Meanwhile, prominent 
Republican Senator John McCain stated 
at the end of February that while Egypt 
has legitimate security concerns, which 
QHFHVVLWDWH�86�VXSSRUW�IRU�LWV�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�
WHUURULVP�DQG�H[WUHPLVP��³WKHUH�GRHV�QRW�
KDYH�WR�EH�D�WUDGH�R̆�EHWZHHQ�GHPRFUDF\�
and security.”

McCain criticized the arrest of 
RSSRVLWLRQ� DFWLYLVWV� DQG� MRXUQDOLVWV� DV�
well as Egypt's new anti-terrorism law 
that would “institutionalize arbitrary 
detentions and place undue restrictions 
on civil society operations.” 

political roadmap
Egypt's political roadmap has hit a pothole 
in that parliamentary elections, initially 
scheduled for March and April, have 
been postponed because of a Supreme 
Constitutional Court ruling that the 
election law concerning the drawing of 
voting districts was unconstitutional.

Sisi wanted to tout these elections as a 
sign of the country's democratic progress. 
In the face of the court's decision, he 
has charged a committee to redraft the 
election law with utmost haste.

More importantly in terms of Egypt's 
image, Sisi, in early March, sacked 
his controversial interior minister, 
Mohammad Ibrahim, who has presided 
over a heavy-handed campaign not only 
against the Muslim Brotherhood but also 
DJDLQVW� VRPH� MRXUQDOLVWV�� EORJJHUV�� DQG�
secular oppositionists.

Sisi’s decision to remove Ibrahim from 
KLV�SRVW�PD\�EH�¿UVWO\�EHFDXVH�WKH�SROLFH�
KDYH� QRW� EHHQ� DEOH� WR� TXHOO� H[WUHPLVW�
violence in the Sinai and in mainland 
Egypt itself. But the decision may also 
have been made to mollify Egypt's secular 
intelligentsia, a key constituency, who has 
questioned the police killing of a secular 
female oppositionist and other police 
abuses, as well as the US and some EU 
countries which have continually raised 
the issue of human rights.

It remains to be seen whether the 
new interior minister will be any more 
WROHUDQW� RI� WKRVH� H[SUHVVLQJ� GLVVHQW� WKDQ�
his predecessor. If not, relations between 
Washington and Cairo, while on the 
upswing in large part because of common 
security threats, will remain rocky.

Gregory Aftandilian is a former Middle 
East analyst at the US State Department 
DQG�D�IRUPHU�VWD̆�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�6HQDWH�
Foreign Relations Committee.

Mohammed Eljarh
atlanticcouncil.org
First published March 10

A
s Libya’s internationally 
recognized government 
in Tobruk and its rival 
self-declared Islamist 
government in Tripoli 

resumed a new round of UN sponsored 
dialogue in Morocco that began on March 
��� ULYDO� DUPHG� JURXSV� WDUJHWHG� HDFK�
other with air strikes. Amid the ongoing 
turmoil, the Islamic State (ISIL) continues 
WR� H[SDQG� LWV� DFWLYLWLHV� DQG� FRQWURO� RYHU�
Libyan territory. In the last few days, 
ISIL-linked militants attacked vital oil 
infrastructure in the Libyan desert and 
EHKHDGHG�WZR�NLGQDSSHG�ṘFHUV�LQ�WKH�FLW\�
of Derna. These are some of the immediate 
and obvious challenges facing the UN 
brokered dialogue initiative in Libya. In 
my previous article titled: Libya’s Geneva 
7DONV�DQG�WKH�6HDUFK�IRU�3HDFH��,�H[SORUHG�
the challenges facing the Libyan dialogue, 
but also highlighted the positive indicators 
arising from the dialogue initiative. 

The UN-brokered Geneva talks were a 
reaction to the escalating armed dispute 
resulting from Islamist and their Misratan 
DOOLHV¶�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�-XQH������HOHFWLRQV�
DIWHU�VX̆HULQJ�D�GHYDVWDWLQJ�GHIHDW�DW�WKH�
EDOORW� ER[�� 81� 6SHFLDO� (QYR\� IRU� /LE\D�
Bernardino Leon hopes the talks will lead 
to the formation of a unity government 
DQG�DJUHHPHQW�RQ�D�FHDVH¿UH�PHFKDQLVP�
that would result in armed groups 
withdrawing from towns and cities. The 
demobilization would eventually lead to 
disarmament and the rebuilding of Libya’s 
military and police forces. Some Western 
countries have made the formation of 
unity government a precondition to the 
lifting of the arms embargo imposed 
on Libya, which Libya’s internationally 
recognized government and its regional 
DOOLHV� KDYH� IRXJKW� WR� OLIW� LQ� RUGHU� WR�¿JKW�
terrorism in the country. 

This pressure from the international 
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�WKUHDW�SRVHG�
by ISIL in Libya could galvanize Libyan 
factions to reach a political settlement 
and pull Libya back from the brink, but it 
FRXOG� DOVR� EDFN¿UH�� /LE\D¶V� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�

partners must understand that they will 
KDYH�WR�IDFH�XS�WR�VRPH�GL̇FXOW�FKRLFHV�LQ�
Libya if the dialogue fails. They should not 
promote the calls for unity and consensus 
to appease anti-democratic forces, but 
rather ensure the democratic process 
in Libya is maintained. The suggestion 
by some that Libya should embrace the 
dialogue in lieu of the democratic process 
would set a dangerous precedent in the 
future. 

Despite the positive start to the Geneva 
talks and the cautious optimism over 
the new round of dialogue in Morocco, 
deep distrust between the rival parties 
and ongoing clashes makes the outcome 
highly uncertain. Four possible scenarios 
FRXOG� VZD\� /LE\D� DORQJ� YDVWO\� GL̆HUHQW�
WUDMHFWRULHV�
1. Instability and chaos prevail, resulting 

in the complete disintegration of 
the remaining Libyan institutions 
(including the Central Bank, National 
Oil Corporation, and the Investment 
Authority). The failure of a negotiated 
political settlement would threaten 
DQ� XQSUHFHGHQWHG� HFRQRPLF�¿QDQFLDO�
crisis in Libya—where ordinary citizens 
would not have access to salaries, 
subsidized goods, or basic services—
prompting a huge scale humanitarian 
crisis in Libya.

2. Regional or international intervention 
become more likely. Leading 
international actors dismiss any new 
intervention in Libya, insisting the only 
solution to Libya’s crisis is political, 
but remarks from Egyptian, French, 
DQG� ,WDOLDQ� ṘFLDOV� LQ� UHFHQW� PRQWKV�
indicate that some regional actors may 
act unilaterally to combat the rising 
terrorist threat. This action could 
come in the form of targeted air strikes 
or ground peacekeeping troops in 
coordination with some Libyan entities 
on the ground.

3. Another scenario could see one of the 
ZDUULQJ�VLGHV�LQ�/LE\D�PDNH�VLJQL¿FDQW�
gains that lead to a decisive victory. 
This scenario has become more likely 
LQ�UHFHQW�PRQWKV�GXH�WR�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�
improvement in capabilities and 
advances made by the Libyan National 
$UP\�� OHG� E\� *HQHUDO� .KDOLID� +DIWDU��

and increased regional support. In this 
case, insurgency would plague Libya as 
defeated forces seek to undermine the 
victors through bombings and attacks 
on vital installations and institutions, 
posing a particular threat to the 
country’s oil facilities.

��� The most hopeful scenario for Libya’s 
current crisis would entail reaching a 
power-sharing agreement between the 
main stakeholders and forming a unity 
government. Such a scenario would 
lead to vital state institutions such 
as the Central Bank and National Oil 
Corporation becoming fully functional, 
which could in turn minimize the 
GDPDJH�DQG�HURVLRQ�LQ�/LE\D¶V�¿QDQFLDO�
and economic sectors, and put the 
Libyan government in a better position 
WR�WDFNOH�,6,/�PRUH�H̆HFWLYHO\�

It is crucial that the United Nations 
Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) and 
Libyan powerbrokers capitalize on the 
SRVLWLYH� DFKLHYHPHQWV� IURP� WKH� ¿UVW� WZR�
rounds of dialogue to ensure sustainability 
of the peace building process. These actors 
must:

�� Localize security issues. Development 
of local leadership and ownership of 
security problems arising from non-
state actors linked to particular cities 
FRXOG� SURYH� H̆HFWLYH�� 7KH� ORFDOO\�
elected municipal council in the city 
of Misrata would be the best-suited 
authority to handle disarmament 
of militias that originate from the 
city. Meanwhile, a unity government 
could oversee the wholesale reform 
of the security sector while working 
with local authorities to develop a 
cooperative relationship with local 
security structures. Democratically 
elected local municipal councils are 
best situated to respond to the needs of 
local communities throughout Libya. 
&DSDFLW\� EXLOGLQJ�� WHFKQLFDO� H[SHUWLVH��
and support from international 
organizations should focus on local 
authorities, thus making them more 
H̆HFWLYH��ḢFLHQW��DQG�FDSDEOH�

�� Take immediate action to avert or 
minimize the impending humanitarian 

crisis. UNSMIL and Libyan parties 
that have engaged in the dialogue 
would gain more credibility in the 
H\HV�RI�D̆HFWHG�FLWLHV�DQG�SRSXODWLRQV�
through a swift response to the issue 
RI� LQWHUQDOO\� DQG� H[WHUQDOO\� GLVSODFHG�
populations.

�� Encourage and maintain trust-building 
initiatives. Libyans participating in 
the dialogue could form a committee 
to facilitate prisoner swaps, manage 
support for internally displaced people, 
and coordinate local dialogues to 
resolve local concerns.

�� Take measures to reduce competition 
over power and resources. In a co-
authored report with Libya Senior 
Fellow for the Atlantic Council 
Karim Mezran, titled “The Case for 
New Federalism in Libya,” we argue 
for a federalist system in which the 
H[HFXWLYH� EUDQFK� KDQGOHV� IRUHLJQ�
D̆DLUV� DQG� QDWLRQDO� VHFXULW\� LVVXHV��
while considerable legislative powers 
are devolved to the regions. Such a 
set-up would reinforce the previous 
recommendations, while supporting 
D� YLVLRQ� IRU� D� XQL¿HG� /LE\D�� ,W� ZRXOG�
require clear communication between 
WKH� GL̆HUHQW� OHYHOV� RI� JRYHUQPHQW�
WR� UHVSRQG� PRUH� H̆HFWLYHO\� WR� WKH�
GLVWLQFWLYH� FKDOOHQJHV� RI� GL̆HUHQW�
segments of Libyan society and mitigate 
the risk of partitioning the country.

Libyan actors and their international 
partners must acknowledge that terrorist 
groups such as ISIL will waste no time in 
WKHLU�H̆RUWV�WR�H[SDQG�FRQWURO�RYHU�/LE\DQ�
territory. All of Libya’s stakeholders must 
VKRZ� JHQXLQH� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� WKH� ¿JKW�
against ISIL in order to be considered part 
of the solution to Libya’s current crisis. 

Mohamed Eljarh is a Nonresident 
)HOORZ� ZLWK� WKH� $WODQWLF� &RXQFLO¶V� 5D¿N�
Hariri Center for the Middle East and a 
UHJXODU� FRQWULEXWRU� RQ� )RUHLJQ� 3ROLF\¶V�
7UDQVLWLRQV�EORJ�

5HSXEOLVKHG� ZLWK� SHUPLVVLRQ� IURP�
Atlantic Council. This article originally 
appeared on Atlantic Council’s 
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D
HVSLWH� +DGL¶V�
declaration that he 
is the legitimate 
president of Yemen, 
the stickers and 

posters selling out on the streets of 
Sana’a are not of him. If the market 
has anything to say on the matter, 
our choices are now between Saleh’s 
son Ahmed Ali and Abdulmalik Al-
+RXWKL��

The youth had the right idea in 
������ EXW� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRPPX-
nity stepped in and granted Saleh 
immunity. To do otherwise, foreign 
ṘFLDOV� FODLPHG�� ZRXOG� DOORZ� 6DOHK�
to take the country down with him. 

The staunchest Saleh critics are 
marveling at his brilliance. Aligning 
KLPVHOI� ZLWK� WKH� +RXWKLV� WR� EULQJ�
GRZQ�+DGL�� WKH� FRXQWU\� QRZ� DZDLWV�
WKH� LQHYLWDEOH� VWDQG�R̆� EHWZHHQ�
the former enemies turned friends-
of-convenience. Whether Saleh is a 
SROLWLFDO� PDVWHUPLQG�� RU� MXVW� WDNLQJ�
advantage of opportunities as they 
present themselves, he’s now host-
ing news conferences and re-writing 
history.

At a conference on Tuesday, he ac-
FXVHG�+DGL�RI�GHVWUR\LQJ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
and told him it was time to leave.
³7KH� SHRSOH� FDQQRW� D̆RUG� WR� HDW�

or drink, you have gobbled up their 
money, suspended their salaries, 
brought their livelihoods to a stand-
still, investment to a halt and tourism 
too,” said Saleh. 

That’s rich, coming from the man 
ZKR� VWROH� DQ� HVWLPDWHG� ���� WR� ���
billion dollars from the country he 
ran for 33 years. This editorial isn’t 
about Saleh being a hypocrite. No 
one needs an editor to tell them that. 

It is a plea to the hundreds that 
marched to Ahmed Ali’s home on 
Tuesday to reconsider their encour-
agement for him to run for election, 
and the many, many more who would 
vote yes. 

The international community 
promised us stability if we went along 
with their transition plan. We didn’t 
get it. Saleh and company are prom-
ising us stability if we bring them 
back to power. 
7KLQJV�DUH�EDG�KHUH��DQG�LW¶V�GL̇-

cult to talk about change and democ-
racy when it becomes increasingly 
GL̇FXOW�WR�IHHG�\RXU�IDPLO\��

But we shouldn’t accept the al-
ternative. The alternative is orderly 
theft, torture at state prisons, instead 
of secret prisons (though Saleh has 
his fair share of secret prisons too), 
closure of papers through decrees 
and not direct takeovers. It’s no al-
ternative at all, really. 
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B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWARD

Ali Aboluhom

O n Tuesday a few 
hundred protest-
ers gathered in the 
capital’s Al-Sabaeen 
Square in support of 

Ahmed Ali Saleh, the son of former 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh.

The protest was fairly small, 

but attendees said a bigger one is 
planned for Friday, March 13. The 
former president and his son still 
garner considerable support among 
residents of Sana’a, and a pro-Saleh 
demonstration in November drew 
many thousands. 

After demonstrating in Al-Sa-
baeen Square, at noon Tuesday the 
protesters headed to Ahmed Saleh’s 

house in the nearby Hadda neigh-
borhood. Speaking to the Yemen 
Times, many protesters outside his 
house called on Ahmed to return to 
Yemen and run for president.

The protesters lifted photos of 
Ahmed and chanted for him to 
“save Yemen” and lead the country. 
“Peacefully or violently, Ahmed Ali 
will be our president,” they chanted.

Ahmed previously served as head 
of the now-dissolved Republican 
Guard, and since early 2013 has 
been Yemen’s ambassador to the 
UAE.

The protest came a day after 
Ahmed’s father, the former presi-
dent, gave a speech in Sana’a in the 
FRPSDQ\� RI� SURPLQHQW� WULEDO� ¿J-
ures from Taiz governorate. 

In his speech, Saleh blamed Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi for the ongo-
ing instability. He said that Hadi, 
who resigned as president on Jan. 
22, should not have withdrawn his 
resignation because he has become 
unable to take responsibility for 
bringing the nation’s opposing par-
ties together.

Another protest was held Tues-

day, in Taiz city. Protesters oppos-
ing Ali Abdullah Saleh voiced their 
disagreement with his speech and 
called instead for people to support 
Hadi as the legitimate president 
of Yemen. To voice this support, a 
convoy of 20, which included par-
liamentarians, lawyers, journalists, 
academics, and activists, headed 
from Taiz to Aden.

Supporters of Ahmed Saleh
call on him to run for president

Naji Moham-
mad, 40, from Ibb 
governorate, said, 
“We are fed up 
with poverty and 
the misconduct 
by current politi-
cians. We need 
Ahmed Ali to 
come back from 
the UAE and re-
form what others 
have spoiled.”

Only a few hun-
dred gathered 
outside Ahmed 
Ali Saleh’s home 
in the capital’s 
Hadda neighbor-
hood. However, 
many protesters 
are convinced an 
upcoming pro-
test planned for 
Friday will draw 
many thousands.  

“No one deserves 
to be the presi-
dent except for 
Ahmed Ali, he 
loves Yemen and 
loves the Yemeni 
people as his 
father taught him 
to love his coun-
try and how to be 
a good person,” 
said Mohammad 
Motahar (right), 
49, a resident of 
Sana’a.

Jameel Mohammed 
(left), 22, from Am-
ran governorate, says 
“once Ahmed Ali left 
the military in 2012, 
the Yemeni army 
and security have 
been damaged and 
their loyalty deviated 
from the homeland 
XS�E�JI[�MR¾YIRXMEP�
½KYVIW��;I�RIIH�
Ahmed Ali to reform 
Yemen as he built the 
strong Republican 
Guard in the past.” 

“We came from 
Marib governor-
ate to support 
Ahmed Ali to be 
our president. No 
one else can save 
Yemen like him,” 
said Yahya Nasser 
(left), aged 37.  

While photos, 
stickers and 
signs celebrating 
both Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh and his 
son can be seen 
around Sana’a, 
vendors have 
told the Yemen 
Times previ-
ously that those 
bearing Ahmed’s 
face have grown 
in popularity 
WMRGI�,EHM�¾IH�XS�
Aden.

As with previ-
ous protests in 
support of the 
former president 
and his son, there 
was a low turnout 
from women. 

The majority of 
protesters car-
ried photos and 
placards bear-
ing the image of 
Ahmed Ali Saleh, 
rather than his 
father, and called 
on the son of the 
former president 
to “save Yemen.”
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<HPHQ·V�ILUVW�DQG��PRVW�ZLGHO\�UHDG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�QHZVSDSHU

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

  Feature
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The dangers and pres-
sures journalists face in 
Somalia undermine cov-
erage of not only sensi-
tive political stories but 

also important humanitarian issues.
Somalia is one of the most dan-

gerous countries in the world to be a 
journalist, according to the Commit-
tee to Protect Journalists. Fifty-six 
have been killed there since 1992, 
¿YH�RI�WKHP�LQ�������

“Journalists are routinely threat-
ened (whether anonymously via mo-
bile phone or in person) over their 
reporting by a variety of actors—
mainly but not exclusively from the 
Al-Shabab militants,” said CPJ East 
Africa representative Tom Rhodes in 
an emailed response to questions. 

“Media outlets are predominantly 
owned by non-journalists with their 
own political interests and that can 
MHRSDUGL]H� WKH� VDIHW\� RI� WKHLU� VWD̆��
These factors contribute to a lack of 
genuinely independent media hous-
es in the country, even in Mogadishu 
where a plethora of private radio 
stations and at least two newspapers 
exist.”

“This wave of attacks on press 
freedom and a culture of impunity 
have forced journalists to impose 
self-censorship,” said Mohamed 
Ibrahim, the secretary general of the 
National Union of Somali Journal-
ists. “Unfortunately, there are some 
regions in Somalia such as Somalil-
and [a self-declared state] and the 
disputed regions in the north where 
there is no press freedom at all.”
$V�ZHOO�DV�WKH�¿YH�MRXUQDOLVWV�ZKR�

were killed in Somalia last year, 
VHYHQ� ZHUH� LQMXUHG�� ��� ZHUH� DU-
UHVWHG� DQG� ¿YH� PHGLD� KRXVHV� ZHUH�
attacked, according the Union's an-
nual report.

According to Louise Tunbridge, 
program manager for Radio Ergo, 
which broadcasts humanitarian 
news in Somali to Somalia, condi-

tions for the station’s contributors 
are “hugely restricting,” even if they 
avoid the risks faced by political or 
generalist reporters.

“Travelling is dangerous, often 
impossible; getting people to talk is 
KDUG��FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DUH�FXW�R̆�RU�
unreliable in many places; maneu-
vering between the powers-that-be 
GHPDQGV� UHVLOLHQFH�� ZH� RIWHQ� ¿QG�
ourselves amazed by the fact that 
our stringers [freelance contribu-
tors] manage to get anything to us at 
all!” she told IRIN.

Reporting the humanitarian im-
pact of Al-Shabab’s draconian rule 
in areas under its control is especial-
O\�GL̇FXOW��7KH� ,VODPLVW� LQVXUJHQF\�
uses its own radio station, Andalus, 
and various websites to spread its 
propaganda messages. Few other 
journalists are able safely to operate 
in these areas.

Radio Ergo producer Moham-
med Hassan gave some examples: 
“Last week I assigned our reporter 
in Baidoa, to do a report about the 
blockaded district of Qansadhere, 
which faces severe food shortages; 
health facilities are a problem; the 
price of food has doubled, women 
are dying in maternity as they have 
not got any treatment, and the local 

community started last week to cut 
trees to prepare an air strip which 
they think is the only way they can 
get aid to survive in this critical time. 
However, he said Al-Shabab had 
closed the phone network totally. He 
is trying to get information out but 
he can’t.

“Also last week, the same string-
er was trying to report on the lack 
of early childhood vaccinations in 
:DMLG�FDXVLQJ�¿YH�NLOOHU�GLVHDVHV�WR�
spread. He said people fear to speak 
to us at all.”

Hassan explained that Ergo’s re-
porter in Bardere, which is under Al-
Shabab control, “has a certain free-
dom to report, [but he] restricts his 
calls and his movements and always 
has to be wary, and keeps as low a 
SUR¿OH�DV�KH�FDQ�´

Journalists trying to cover the 
government’s military operations, 
backed by African Union forces, 
to counter Al-Shabab is equally 
fraught. 

“The Somali security forces are 
generally very strict with journal-
ists. It is dangerous when they re-
port something about them,” said 
Abdikarim Hussein, a journalist and 
youth activist based in Mogadishu. 
“Therefore journalists tend to shy 

away from talking about key issues 
D̆HFWLQJ� WKH� SXEOLF� IRU� WKHLU� RZQ�
safety.

The government and its security 
apparatus have recently reacted 
heavy-handedly to critical reports.

On March 1, a Mogadishu court 
ordered journalists from the pri-
vately owned Shabelle news network 
WR�SD\�¿QHV�RI�XS�WR���������LQ�DG-
dition to the eight months they had 
already spent in jail without charge. 
They were arrested in August last 
year when intelligence and security 
IRUFHV�UDLGHG�6KDEHOOH¶V�ṘFHV��VKXW�
down its two radio stations and ar-
rested 19 people whom they accused 
of spreading disharmony among 
Mogadishu’s clans. 
,Q� )HEUXDU\� ������ $EGLD]L]� $EGL�

Nur, a freelance journalist, was 
sentenced to one year in prison by 
a Mogadishu court for interview-
ing a woman who claimed to have 
been raped by a member of the se-
curity forces. The woman was also 
sentenced to one year in prison for 
making false accusations against a 
government security agency. 

The case came at a time when re-
ports were circulating of sexual vio-
lence committed by men in govern-
ment uniforms against women living 
in camps for internally displaced 
people. In the aftermath of the ar-
rest of Abdiaziz and the alleged rape 
victim such reports dried up. Abdi-
aziz was released after serving four 
months following pressure from the 
international community and hu-
man rights groups.

Pressure against journalists is 
VSUHDGLQJ� WR� GL̆HUHQW� DGPLQLVWUD-
tions. The Media Association of 
Puntland—a semi-autonomous 
region in the north—accuse the 
DXWKRULWLHV� WKHUH� RI� EORFNLQJ� ¿YH�
websites last October. “These web-
sites are still closed. They had been 
banned following an order from 
Puntland Presidential Palace’s com-
PXQLFDWLRQ�ṘFH�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�FRXUW�
ruling,” said association head Faisal 
Khalif Barre. 

Aid agencies depend on a func-
tioning press, according to Abdul-
hakim Shuriye, program manager 
with the Juba Development Organi-
zation.

“Our partnership with the local 
media is very vital during such criti-
cal times when the country is facing 
humanitarian crisis,” said Abdulha-
kim Shuriye, program manager with 
the Juba Development Organiza-
tion. 

“They have direct relationship 
with the community and reach out 
to people we can not reach,” he said.

“Journalists have an important 
role to play as Somalis recover from 
GHFDGHV� RI� FRQÀLFW� DQG� WDFNOH� DQ�
ambitious agenda of state and peace 
building,” Aleem Siddique, spokes-
person for the UN mission in Soma-
lia, told IRIN.  

“A free press gives people access 
to the information they need to 
make critical choices in their lives,” 
he said. “It raises awareness of is-
VXHV� D̆HFWLQJ� WKHP�� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV�
and their communities, and it helps 

people to hold authorities to account 
for their actions.”

Investigative reporting is becom-
ing increasingly rare and that is hav-
ing an impact on accountability of 
humanitarian operations, according 
to journalists in Mogadishu.

“We hear a lot of complaints from 
people whose aid was mishandled 
E\� JRYHUQPHQW� ṘFLDOV� DQG� VHFX-
rity forces but we can not report 
such stories since it involves people 
in power,” said a local journalist in 
Mogadishu, who asked to be identi-
¿HG�RQO\�DV�0RKDPHG�

“The harassment starts when you 
ask for comments from the con-
cerned institution. It is therefore 
better to keep quiet for our safety,” 
he said.

“Balanced coverage of these is-
sues by the press represents one of 
the few means the Somali public can 
hold the government accountable,” 
Mohamed said.

Republished with permission from 
IRIN.

Husain abdulla
middleeasteye.net
First published March 9

S ecretary of State John 
Kerry has certainly 
earned the right to 
speak before the Human 
Rights Council (HRC) in 

Geneva, Switzerland. As a US sena-
tor and now secretary of state, he 
has promoted human rights and the 
expansion of freedom in authoritar-
ian nations. Therefore, when Secre-
tary Kerry remarks, “When people 
in every corner of the globe are de-
nied the rights that they deserve, 
the HRC must live up to the stan-
dards upon which it was created,” 
it sends a strong and clear message 
about the resolve the US intends to 
exercise in its duties as a member of 
the HRC. When he touched down 
in the Saudi capital last Thursday—
less than three days after delivering 
this statement—he and the admin-
istration he represents sent another 
message—one that is weak, mud-
GOHG�DQG�FRQÀLFWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�¿UVW�

After celebrating the “courage 

and commitment” of each genera-
tion of American citizens in pushing 
the US to “live up to its founding 
ideals,” he met with a Saudi gov-
ernment that works to prevent its 
citizens from engaging in a simi-
lar process. After recognizing the 
“moral standard that summons” 
all participating member nations 
to the council, he embraced a gov-
ernment which has exempted itself 
from this standard time and time 
again. By failing to include needed 
human rights reforms alongside 
grave discussions about the Iranian 
nuclear program and the threat of 
the Islamic State (IS), Kerry unwit-
tingly contradicted the US message 
to Geneva.

Of course, the government for 
which he speaks does not intend to 
send mixed messages. Rather, Ker-
ry succumbs to the same ailment 
that has struck so many human 
rights-conscious diplomats and 
politicians attempting to maneuver 
within the US-Saudi alliance. In or-
der to maintain the status quo vis-
à-vis Riyadh, US policymakers at all 
levels wrestle with diplomatic cog-

QLWLYH� GLVVRQDQFH�� 7KH� FRQÀLFW� EH-
tween the values espoused by Kerry 
in his HRC speech and the reforms 
that he did not include in his Riyadh 
itinerary is a clear source of tension 
within US policy circles.

In Geneva, Secretary Kerry said 
that “activists, journalists, commu-
nity organizers, [and] critical think-
ers” can combat the spread of vio-
lent ideologies by “showing people a 
way to express hopes and grievances 
peacefully.” In Riyadh, he attended 
to a government that has sought to 
quash any trace of a critical civil so-
ciety. Almost all the founding mem-
bers of the Saudi Association for 
Civil and Political Rights, reform-
ers calling for expanded freedoms 
and a transition to a constitutional 
monarchy, have been arrested and 
imprisoned. Human rights lawyer 
Waleed Abu Al-Khair, who founded 
the Monitor for Human Rights in 
Saudi Arabia, is serving a 15-year 
prison sentence. Political organiza-
tion is forbidden. Tweets can lead to 
charges of treason.

In Geneva, Kerry also said, “Vio-
lent extremists have made it clear 

that not only do they have zero re-
gard for human rights, they have 
zero regard for human life, period.” 
In Riyadh, he visited the ranch of a 
monarch who, for decades, involved 
himself in overt and covert Saudi ef-
forts to fund the radical groups that 
served as the forerunners of IS and 
Al-Qaeda. Standing beside his Sau-
di counterpart on Thursday, Kerry 
talked about disrupting extremist 
militants in Syria and related ter-
ror networks. It may have been 
GLVFRP¿WLQJ� WR� DFNQRZOHGJH� WKDW�
PDQ\�RI�WKH�ṘFLDOV�ZLWK�ZKRP�KH�
met in Riyadh were complicit in the 
spread of the ideology behind these 
networks.

When feelings of cognitive dis-
sonance arise, people often work to 
rid the tension by bringing their be-
liefs more in line with their actions. 
Attempts to rationalize American 
diplomacy extend all the way to the 
ṘFH�RI�WKH�SUHVLGHQF\��,Q�-DQXDU\��
when President Obama received 
criticism for meeting directly with 
King Salman after speaking strong-
ly on the state of women’s rights 
in India, he said: “Sometimes, we 

need to balance our need to speak 
to them about human rights issues 
with immediate concerns we have 
in terms of counter-terrorism or 
dealing with regional stability.”

While the above serves as an easy 
explanation for inconsistent behav-
ior, it can not replace the hard work 
that will secure long-term peace 
and security for all parties. Reshap-
ing the alliance with the Saudi gov-
HUQPHQW� LV�D�GL̇FXOW� WDVN��EXW�RQH�
that—if undertaken—would fun-
damentally improve both counter-
terrorism capabilities as well as 
UHJLRQDO� VWDELOLW\�� 86� ṘFLDOV� FDQ�
press for human rights reforms 
alongside weapons shipments. 
They can publicly advocate for the 
release of political prisoners. They 
can demand an end to a guardian-
ship system that turns women into 
second-class citizens. They can 
soberly address the Saudi govern-
ment’s role in exacerbating regional 
FRQÀLFW��LQVWHDG�RI�WUHDWLQJ�LW�DV�DQ�
element of a bygone era. They can, 
simply, act upon the sincerity evi-
dent in Kerry’s remarks to the HRC.

During a joint press conference 

with Saudi Foreign Minister Saud 
Al-Faisal, Kerry stated that the 
United States “will remain as re-
solved as ever to pursue what we 
believe is in the interests of our 
country and with respect to univer-
sal rights and values.” Such a dec-
laration does not also have to be a 
contradiction.

The administration can start 
righting this dissonance, instead of 
rationalizing it away. It would do 
Secretary Kerry well to remember 
his commendable record in pushing 
for justice at home and abroad. In 
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he sat before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee in the wake 
of the Vietnam War and pointedly 
asked: “Where are the leaders of 
our country?” He should add to the 
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Saudi men and women the freedom 
to publicly ask the same kinds of 
questions.

Husain Abdulla is the founder and 
executive director of Americans for 
Democracy and Human Rights in 
Bahrain.

The true cost of media restrictions in Somalia

The cognitive dissonance at the heart of American diplomacy

Journalists covering an attack by Al-Shabab militants on the Somali 
Parliament in Mogadishu in May 2014.
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