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As the countdown for a US war against Iraq starts, Yemen slams US accusations

Yemen-UsS dispute

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF
AND REUTERS

Sanaa - Amid high anxiety in the region
including Yemen concerning the possible
US war against Iraq, new tensions have
started to emerge between Sanaa and
Washington concerning allegations of
Yemenis on terrorism.

Yemen had slammed on Wednesday U.S.
charges that two Yemenis held in Germany,
including a prominent Islamic cleric, sup-
ported al Qaeda and Hamas, and demanded

that they be returned home.

The two men were charged with providing
millions of dollars, weapons and recruits to
al- Qaeda and the militant Palestinian
group Hamas at a U.S. court on Tuesday,
about two months after their arrest in
Germany.

“He is innocent. It is illogical that a Yemeni
with $20 million would hand it to Osama
bin Laden,” a Yemeni official told Reuters
on the sidelines of a summit of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference in
the Qatari capital Doha. He was referring to

World is anxiously waiting for tomorrow's Security Council vote, which would signal the
final countdown for the war. Thousands of soldiers from the 101st Airborne Division,
based in Fort Campbell, Kentucky, are arriving for operations in the Gulf Region.

REUTERS

Sheikh Mohammed Ali Hasan al-Moayad
who was arrested along with his aide,
Mohammed Mohsen Yahya Zayed, in
Frankfurt on a U.S. request on January 10.
“We reaffirm our call to hand him to
Yemeni authorities. If the United States has
any concrete evidence, it should present it
to the Yemeni authorities,” the official said.
On the other hand, Al-Sahwa.net reported
last week that Anis Al-Duyais, who flew to
Germany to meet Al-Moayad, reported hor-
rifying stories about his jail conditions.
Continued on P19

Marine Corporal Jordan Crockett comforts
his wife Kara as he waits to board a bus
prior to boarding a navy ship off the coast
of North Carolina, for his six month
deployment to the Mediterranean March 5.

REUTERS

Over Limburg attack

Saudis turn suspects

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The 26 September weekly
newspaper, organ of the

4 Yemen Armed Forces said

Arah Himiar Trading Exhibition| |

Thursday that Saudi Arabia is
extraditing three Yemeni sus-
pects having link to the attack
on the French oil tanker,
Limburg last October near the
Mukalla port. The sources
said that the Saudi authorities
are turning over the three sus-
pects soon without giving an
exact date.

' However, they said the three

suspects who escaped to
Saudi Arabia have been found
through investigation with
other detained suspects to be
primarily involved in the ter-
rorist attack that killed one of

the tanker’s sailors and
caused serious environment
disaster.

The Yemeni- Saudi authori-
ties are still conducting talks
on the issue and how the sus-
pects are going to be handed
over.

The Saudi authorities already
turned over two other sus-
pects charged with having
links to the French tanker’s
attack.

This action on the part of the
Saudi authorities comes as a
fulfillment of the security
agreements signed between
the two countries.

It was announced some time
ago that Abdulhakeem Batheb
is the mastermind of the oper-
ation and he is still at large.

The security tried to arrest
him by the end of last year but
it failed as he fired at the
police and killed and injured
some of them.

Gulf officials have said that
Abul Rahim al-Nashiri, al
Qaeda suspect arrested in the
Gulf and handed over to the
United States in late 2002, is
also suspected of involvement
in the Limburg attack.

U.S. officials have said that
Nashiri is the suspected plan-
ner of the bombing of the
American warship Cole in a
Yemeni port in October 2000
which killed 17 Americans.
Yemen, the ancestral home of
al Qaeda leader Osama bin
Laden, has cooperated closely
with the U.S. war on terror.

Weapons’ mess
continues

MoHAMMED H. AL-QADHI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The Yemeni government failed to con-
vince the Parliament in a 6-year tenure to
endorse the law to regulate arms possession.
The bill has been stuck in the parliament.
The parliament ended up its term last Friday
without endorsing the law which means that
the amended law which was debated by a
committee in the parliament, set up for this
purpose, will be shifted to be a main issue
waiting the next parliament to be formed
after the upcoming parliamentary elections
on April 27th. Political observers believe
this is a landslide victory for Sheikh
Abdullah bin Hussein al-Ahmar, Speaker of
Parliament and leader of Hashid Tribe and

_Islah party as well, winning the battle with
other tribal figures against the government.
Continued P19
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Youth calling themselves F aithful Yout

Their cell shifted

BY HASSAN AZZAEDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Sa’ada governorate security authori-
ties transferred last Tuesday prisoners
called as the Faithful Youth from the
Political and General Security prison to
an area called Arozaimat and Manshour
after they distributed leaflets in the gov-
ernorate by some of their supporters
accusing the governor Brigadier
General, Yahya al-Omari of being a
secret agent for the US.

Sources in Sa’ada told the Yemen
Times that detention of those activists
was carried out when they wrote anti-US
slogans in the governorate’s streets and
distributed leaflets in the same context.

The sources said that the detainees
were not al-Qaeda supporters and it is

probable that they belong to the Shiite
[slamic Movement.

Sa’ada is one of the significant gover-
norates in the republic where the Islamic
movement is founded.

In addition, it has one of the largest
Salafi Islamic Movement centers in
Yemen known as, Dar al-Hadeeth House
Center in Dammaj.

Meanwhile, the governorate of Sa’ada
celebrated last week the Day of Ghadeer,
the day on which Imam Ali bin Abi Taleb
assumed the Caliphate of the Muslim
state.

On the other hand, informed sources
added that Ali bin Abdulmajeed
Azzandani, the son of the Sheikh
Abdulmajeed visited Dammaj religious
center last week and held meetings with
the religious Salafi scholars at the center.

According to sources in the region, the
visit’s objective is basically to support
the Brothers Muslims Movement (Al-
Ikhwan Al-Muslimoon) during the
upcoming parliamentary elections which
are to be held on April 27, 2003.

In addition to this, the visit also aims
at unifying visions where the Islamic
movement has undergone crisis due the
current international developments.

Sources said that the Salafia religious
leaders will not participate in the elec-
tions, but it was not clear whether they
will support religious candidates.

It is to be mentioned here that the
Salafi Movement has about 100 religious
centers and institutions. Thousands of
students from different countries in the
world enroll in those centers to enhance
their knowledge in Islam and Quran.

Al-Qaeda suspect
receives treatment

The injured Mohammed Ali Azaidi
has been taken last Thursday to Dhana
valley, to a house of a relative to
receive treatment. This has come after
reaching an agreement with the author-
ities to withdraw the military vehicles.

Azaidi has been suspected of having
links to al-Qaeda organization.

Mohammed Ali Azaidi’s family
accused the authorities of making
Azaidi’s health conditions worse.
Health reports indicated that Azaidi
has a hemiplegia as a result of being
injured in the spinal column.

He was injured in the backbone and
now his family is attempting to take

him abroad for treatment. Azaidi came
back from Afghanistan five years ago.
He stayed in Afghanistan for about two
years. He is accused of kidnapping a
German commercial attaché’ in 2001.

Azaidi was injured by Brigade 25 in
a shoot-out.

Doctors workshop concludes /s ==

Sana’a- Attended by 28 doctors Family
and Health Project held on Wednesday
March 5 a workshop for male and female
doctors and doctors’ assistants about
using Protec means for family planning.

Dr. Arwa Mohammed al-Rabee,
obstetrics specialist, gave a lecture about

the protec means while Dr. [
Maroof Batheeb, belong to FHP
said that the aim of the work- |
shop is to spread the knowledge |
and get doctors acquainted with [*
Protec means that are a group of
modern means for family plan-
ning that the project distributes.

A panel view from the workshop

Researchers

MOHAMMED BIN SALLAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Employees and researchers at the
Yemeni Studies and Research Center
staged a sit-in in, protesting what they
described-as , “unjust arbitrariness”
against the finance ministry for
recouping their salaries guaranteed by
a law equaling them to their dues with
those of the teaching staff at universi-
ties.

In a statement issued last
Wednesday by researchers at the
Yemeni Studies and Research Center
said that a 10-year period has elapsed
and their demands haven’t been met
yet.

The statement added that researchers
at the center have showed a great inter-
est on that the law and judiciary are
their utmost support on their demands.

In this regard, the center researchers
have got four judicial orders for their
legal rights in order to get their dues.
The first legal right was on December
20, 2002, the justice minister’s speech-
es, the prime minister, and recommen-
dations of the parliament.

All those bodies confirmed not only
on adhering to what have been men-
tioned at the judicial orders, but also
increasing their accredited financial
allocations for scientific researches.

“This stage-in symbolizes the
researchers’ insistence to continue on
demanding their rights and their readi-
ness to protest using all the civilized
forms and ways in order to make their
voices heard for the direct and indirect
concerned bodies and to disclose ille-
gal practices of the finance ministry,”

the statement concluded.

On his part, Dr. Abdulaziz al-
Magqaleh, the Chairman of the Yemeni
Studies and Research Center told the
Yemen Times that the reason behind
holding the stage-in is to settle the
financial problems as that of their
counterparts at the university. “It is a
legal democratic expression. I hope
that the concerned bodies will take an

demand their dues

interest of this issue, particularly by
the finance ministry,” al-Maqaleh
noted further.

One of the protesters during the sit-
in said 1.000.000 has been approved
by Yemeni government and such
amount of money is insufficient even
for the paper requirements.

“This is a clear testimony of not pay-
ing an attention or interest by the gov-

ernment towards the scientific
research, while the other highly devel-
oped countries have give enough atten-
tion to the scientific research. Take for
instance, Israel, around 30 percent is
approved for the benefit of the scientif-
ic research out of its annual budget.
Around USD 25 billion is allotted for
military research purposes,” he con-
cluded.

Researchers during a sit-in staged recently in Sana’a.

Women workshop
on media and press

Women should be
deeply involved

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Organized by the Women Affairs
Support Center and on the occasion of
the Women International Day, a sym-
posium for editors-in-chief was held
on Sunday March 2 in collaboration
with Oxfam-GB Yemen.

During the symposium, participants
dealt with promoting the press and
media work- on the part of women ‘s
issues and what have been written
about them so far.

A big stress has been placed on sur-
mounting violence against women.

On her part, the Chairwoman of the
Women Affairs Support Center, Mrs.
Sultana al-Jeham emphasized on allo-
cating enough space in press and
media for women’s issues. This
includes family programs on radio and
other similar programs at the local
radios.

The symposium is an introduction to
a comprehensive workshop which is to

be held within the coming week.

The symposium is to be organized
by the Women Affairs Support Center
in the context of conducting reports
and women-related analysis within the
framework of launching awareness
campaigns in media internet and meet-
ings held with decision makers.

The Women Affairs Support Center
is due to hold a workshop on how to
conduct media studies reports and
news analysis revolving on the social
issues in general and women- related
issues in particular.

A number of pressmen of both gov-
ernmental and non-governmental bod-
ies, independent newspapers and local
papers will participate in the work-
shop.

The Yemen Times in this regard has
nominated Mrs. Fahmia al-Fotih, the
female participant in the workshop
which is to be held on March 11-13 at
the Central Statistic Authority.

Islamic scholars
conference wraps up

BY SAEED OMAR AL-BATATI
FoRr THE YEMEN TIMES

Under the motto of “How Sharia
(Islamic laws) deals with people’s
denomination” Islamic Scholars confer-
ence was held in Tarim Hadramout from
Feb. 27 to March 2. Over than 20 Islamic
Scholars and intellectuals from various
parts of world like Syria, Saudi Arabia,
Sri Lanka, Algeria and other countries
attended the conference.

Moreover, the conference was organ-
ized by Dar Al-Mustafa for Islamic stud-
ies. The inauguration session was held in
Dar Al-Mustafa and a welcome speech
was delivered by Habib, Ali Al-Mashoor
Bin Hafeed, and the chairman of Dar Al-
Mustafa. In his speech, Bin Hafeed wel-
comed the scholars and emphasized the
importance of this conference to encour-
age and support the tolerance among
Muslims. For three days in Tarim and
Seiyun, the scholars delivered lectures in
the Faculty of Education in Seiyun and
schools round Seiyun aiming to spread
the concept of tolerance among the stu-
dents. The scholar also held a sympo-
sium in Seiyun great mosque under the
little of “ The criterion and the impor-

tance of Jihad in Islam” the participants
emphasized the right concept of Jihad.
“Jihad doesn’t only mean declaring war
against non-Muslims, it means any
resistance for the sake of God.” said
Sheikh Ali AlJaffi, Islamic celebrity. On
the conclusion of the conference, the par-
ticipants issued communique, which was
recited by Sheikh Ali AlJafri. The com-
munique called upon Muslims to follow
Quranic instructions *“ The Quran is a

guide to the true path,” said the commu-
nique. Also the communique concentrat-
ed on seeking knowledge and recom-
mended its seeker to become moderate,
get red of fanaticism and respect others
views. After the conference, the partici-
pant toured round Tarim and visited
famous places for teaching Islamic such
as Rebat Tarim and Al-Ahqaf Library for
Manuscripts which contains a huge long
standing culture heritage. It is worth
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Yemen Times is
reintroducing a popular
feature “Readers’ Voice”
- formerly known as YT
Opinion Poll.

This is your opportunity
to have a say on world
and local affairs.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Do you think that
Sheikh Al-Moayad,
who is accused of

assisting Al-Qaeda
financially, is
innocent?

LAST WEEK’S

QUESTION:

What were the benefits
of the Arab summit held
on Saturday?

* |t brought a strong stand
opposing the war. 5%

* |t supported the anti-war
movement, but will not be
enough to stop war. 7%

* Divisions among Arabs, and
other ideas brought in the
meeting weakened it, and
helped pro-war US efforts.
31%

e The summit did nothing at
all. It was merely waste of
time. 57%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
and have your voice heard!
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while mentioning that Tarim is the oldest
city in Hadhramout volley. Since the 4th
century which Ahmed Al-Muhajer (spir-
itual and head of the community who
came from Iraq.

Tarim has become a center of Islamic
and intellectual activity and played a
major role in spreading Islam in south
Asia and Africa, thousands of people in
Indonesia, Malaysia descend from tribes
in Tarim.

The Yemeni General Students
Union (Sana’a University) last week
sent condemnation letter to the
American embassy in Sana’a
expressing their refusal for US poli-
cy towards Arab region and the
world in general as well as their
declining for any military attack
against Iraq.

Condemnation
letter to US embassy

The letter came after Union fail-
ure to lead the mass marches that get
out of the solidarity festivals that
Sana’a University organized causing
closure for all streets leading to the

~US embassy on March 2, 2003.

The marches changed their route
to the Iraqi embassy and the Union
submitted a letter to the Iraqi

embassy supporting the Iraqi people
against American arrogance.

Yemen witnessed mass marches in
thousands last week condemning US
plans to wage war against Irag to
change its regime and shape the
Arabic region map again that fits
American interests and its greedi-
ness.




ijmi $

Local

10 March, 2003 3

For the second time in Yemen

Women Intl. Day marked

FanMiA AL-Fotain
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

A three-day International Woman's
Conference titled “Woman is crucial
partner in development” winds up
Monday.  Marking the Woman’s
International Day in Yemen was first
celebrated in 1997 and this time is
being organized by Woman National
Committee (WNC) and held at the
Officers Club on Saturday 8 March on
occasion of International Woman’s
Day.

It is attended by more than 500 par-
ticipants from Yemen’s governorates
representing a number of governmen-

tal and non-governmental institutions
and local and international organiza-
tions as well as representatives for
donor agencies and local and foreign
media.

Mr. Abdualkader Bajamal, Prime
Minister, and Dr. Waheeba Fare’e,
Minister of Human Rights, were among
the host attendance.

The main goals of the conference
are:

-Evaluating and revising the activi-
ties of WNC since the first conference
in 1997 until now.

-Analysis the Yemeni women situa-
tion.

-Getting acquainted with dimensions

and size of poverty among Yemeni
women and possible national effort
interference.

-Personifying the problem of woman
political participation inviting to take
the accurate procedures to increase her
representation in different local and
national institutions on various levels.

-Approving a National strategic proj-
ect for gender and put executive plans
to narrow the development gap
between men and women in education,
health, work and decision-making posi-
tions.

-Get acquainted with laws related to
woman and seeing their implementa-
tion into reality.

-Enhancing the partnership among
local, regional and international part-
ners.

Rashida al-Hamadani, the chairper-
son of the WNC, in her welcoming
speech has reviewed the activities of
the WNC through the previous years in
supporting woman issues and display-
ing woman positive and marginalized
roles that supposed to play in future.

“We have to confess that to raise the
Yemeni woman status and enable her to
get her rights fairly requires all society
energy and putting a good strategy and
plans aimed at realising a balanced
image of woman as a human that has
rights Islam and constitution guarantee
for her” she said further.

WwWomen f

FAanMiA AL-FOTAIH
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Under the auspices of the Minister of
Information, Mr. Hussein Dhaofallah.and
on the occasion of marking the Women'’s
International Day  8th March, the
International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in Sana’a, organized a press con-
ference launching the “Women Facing
War” study in Arabic, on Thursday 6th
March at Mercure Hotel-Sana’a.

Dr. Waheeba Fara’e, Minister of
Human Rights, and Mr. Ahmed Naser al-
Hamati, Vice Minister of Information,
along with Mr. Jorg G. Cunz, Head of del-
egation of ICRC and a number of interest-
ed people attended the event.

Addressing the event Dr. Fara’e pointed
out that war is a human issue especially
nowadays in which possible war shadows
cast on the region and it is our duty to
work hard to stop war that will be defi-
nitely be a disaster to humanity.

“Women and children are the weakest
and the real victims of these wars. The
war-makers do not care about them. They
do not care to the weapons they use and
the aftermath destruction.

In addition, the big burden is on women
who lose their beloved ones and search
for them, taking economically, socially
and health responsibility of their children
and be the only supporters to them”

Al-Hamati also delivered speech in
which he congratulated all the women on

the occasion of International Women’s
Day and invited all mothers and wives to
stand hand in hand to stop their husbands
and sons engaging and participating in the
US-possible war against the innocent and
defenseless people.

* For many successive years we have

A view of the panel

been watching that cruel massacres in
Palestine that become a usual sight to look
at on all TV screens and the international
world turn blind eye on. The night has an
end. We claim US to stop practice terror
against innocent people under so-called
terror fighting. Finally we appreciate
every woman role in building the societies

cing

and future and we put a kiss on her and
give each one a flower on IWD occasion.
We dream that peace will prevail in the
world and the smile will come back to
every child” he added.

Mr. Gunz said “ The plight of women in
wartime is a subject of considerable

importance for the ICRC, which organizes
that raising awareness of this issue goes
hand in hand with raising awareness of the
protection afforded women by internation-
al humanitarian law™

“Unfortunately, today we don’t have to
look far to see the devastating effect on
civilians and particularly on women of
armed conflict. If a new war were to take
place, the ICRC will hope for the last
minute that a war in Iraq can still be avert-
ed” he further commented.

The study Women Facing War is about
women'’s suffering in situations of armed
conflicts stressing that women are not only
victims, but also exposed to attacks and
threats, and sometimes they are especially
targeted.

The study gives a deep analysis mainly
about International Humanitarian Law

(IHL), also about Human Rights and

Refugees Law as a tool to evaluate the
protection offered by these laws to
women. It contains a general view on the
ICRC’s practical response to women’s
need as victims of armed conflicts. The
study stresses that it is important that the
general and special protection provided by
IHL is becoming a reality, assuring that the

Women and children have fallen prey to war disasters

war

problem lies not in the international laws
themselves but in implementing and
respecting these laws.

Besides the conference there was a
photo exhibition showing women’s suffer-
ing during armed conflicts all over the
world.

gANAA 'NTERNATIONAL gCHOOL

m A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION IS WAITING FOR ‘||
YOUR CHILD AT SANAA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Beautiful purpose-built fadilities on a spacious 34 acre site on the edge of town
with out-door play area and equipment. Sports facilities indude soccer, basketball,
and softball fields, a double tennis court, and an indoor multi-purpose area
for volleyball and basketball. Bus service available.

* Performance-Based cumiculum for 5 years of age through secondary school

& Personalized education/small class sizes

% Computer instruction for all ages

% Spedal offerings (AP Course/Exams, PSAT test, music, art, drama & sports)

% Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastem universities
% Acaedited by the Middle States Assodiation of Colleges and Schools (MSA)

% Spedific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds
% Attractive premises near the french Embassy indluding a garden and play area
% Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

% School hours are from 7:55 am. to 12:00 pm. (noon)
Saturday through Wednesday

Spacetel Yemen gave a party on the
occasion of the 2-year elapse since it
began its activities in Yemen.

The party was held last Wednesday
at the Taj Sheba Hotel and attended by
a good number of businessmen, politi-
cians, journalists, etc.

The attendants were briefed on the
plans and strategies of the company
and importance of the project to the
Yemeni economy.

marks anniversary |,

Waleed Akkawi expressed

his happiness for the suc-
cess of the project indicat- -
ing the company’s readiness
to offer the best quality
services for customers in
Yemen.

Preparations are in full
swing to cover 8| percent of
the population during 2003.

Spacetel. a pioneering

Manger of Spacetel Yemen, Mr.

On his part, the General Marketing company in the world of

telecommunication based

on GSM systems since
the beginning of the
1980s operates in
many countries around
the world including,

Britain, France,
Lebanon. Syria,
Jordan, Egypt. KSA,
Ghana, = Liberia,
Monaco, etc. and since
September 2000 in
Yemen.

Tender Announcement

Implementing and Establishing
the Radio Complex, Sana’a, (2, 2003)

The General Corporation for Radio & Television
invites contractors, classified as (A) class building
contractors to apply for the tender of
implementing and establishing Sana’a Radio
Complex.

Interested companies and contractors can apply to
the General Corporation for Radio & Television’s
head office, Al-Hasaba area for receiving the
tender documents against a non-refundable fee of
YR. 250,000.

Bidders should meet the following conditions:
1. Primary insurance at 2.5 pereent out of the total

bids valid for 120 days since the date of
opening envelops.

2. Tax card (renewal for the year 2003).

3. A copy. of the commercial registration for the
year 2003.

4. Bids should be submitted in a red-wax sealed
envelops.

5.Bids’ envelops will be opened at 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, May 7, 2003.

Address

General Corporation for Radio & Television,
Engineering Sector -

General Department of Projects

Sana’a al-Hasaba area, near the Ministry of
Public Health & Population.
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Mr. Hussein Dhaif Allah al-
Awadhi, the minister information
was honored last Wednesday by
the Yemen Times paper.

The newspaper’s coat of arms
was presented by Mr. Waleed
Abdulaziz al-Saqqaf, the Editor-
in-Chief of the Yemen Times dur-
ing his meeting with minister.

The Editor-in-Chief  spoke

highly of efforts made by the min-
ister to update and promote the
Yemen’s media and the transition
that has come into existence when
appointed as the information min-
ister.

Establishing media centers in
some of the Arab as well as
European capitals is a clear indica-
tion of the Ministers’ keen interest

19 orphans

need

Nineteen children have been left
after their father passed away.

Their father, Ahmed Abdurahman
died last December after he came
back from immigration.

His children were left in a hotel
abroad in Tanzania.

They became vagabonds and are
starving for food.

They are like thousands of hungry
and vagabond children living aim-
lessly in dire need to keep body and

help

soul together. What about his daugh-
ters! Are their bodies are going to be
protected from human monsters?

We call the philanthropists to give a
hand to those children, to either
adopting or taking care of them,
whether they be Yemenis or foreign-
ers.
Give a helping to those needy chil-
dren through the following:

Mr. Sharaf Mosaed Tel: (01)
260773

in the media sector in the repub-
lic of Yemen.

On his part, the information
minister praised the Time’s good
progress and efforts made to raise
the name of Yemen abroad. !

It has to be mentioned here that )

Mr. al-Awadhi was nominated as ;__n‘;‘:\
the person for the Year 2002 by the
Times paper.

Saleh calls
Yemenis to vote

fied the final voters lists and declared
that the total number of voters is 8 mil-
lion 97 thousand and 162.

The total number of male voters is 4
million 682 thousand and 48 while the
total number of female voters is 3 mil-
lions 415 thousand and 114.

President Saleh issued last Monday
arepublican decree calling on Yemenis
to cast their votes during the parlia-
mentary general elections on Sunday
April 27' 2003. In the meantime the
Supreme Committee for Election &
Referendum held a meeting and rati-

Yemen Times Editor (right) presents the award to
Mr. Hussein Al-Awadhi, Minister of Information

in Yemen
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN DNO YEMEN

DNO Yemen is currently seeking the following experienced personnel to work in the Tasour oil field in Block

32, Hadramaut.
Maintenance and Materials Supervisor
Major Responsibilities
. Responsible for maintenance planning for the central processing facility (CPF), camp, well sites
and roads in the Tasour field.
. Develops and maintains preventive maintenance schedules for all equipment and wells at the CPF
and ensures that they are followed.
. Responsible for maintenance planning, including all routine maintenance and overhauls of all

equipment as per manufacturer’s recommendation and any modifications suggested by the field
staff. . The scope of work includes identification of all resources required including manpower,

. Maintains the history of all equipment, including breakdowns, and the remedial actions taken
using DNO’s non-conformance reporting system.

. Monitors the spare part inventory and makes recommendations regarding any changes in the
number of spares required.
. Responsible for the materials and maintenance module in DNO’s computer based Materials and

Maintenance Information System (MAISY).

Materials Coordinator

Major Responsibilities
. Registers and maintains files of all purchase orders, material order forms, delivery notes and
Joading notes.
. Responsible for maintenance and safekeeping of the materials and spares in the yards and
warehouse.
. Receives materials at site as per instructions from the functional head and issues them to the

appropriate person upon receipt of material issue requests (MIRs) approved by the Site

. Verifies the type and quantity of goods received and that the goods and quantity is in accordance
with the purchase order (PO), materials order form (MOF) and packing lists.

. Prepares goods received notes (GRNs) in which any discrepancies are noted.

. Tags and bins the received materials.

. Assists the Maintenance and Materials Supervisor with stock checks and maintenance of the
inventory list.

. Maintains and operates the materials module in DNO’s computer based Maintenance and

Materials Information System (MAISY).

Minimum Experience Requirements

The successful candidates must have minimum five years relevant experience in the petroleum industry.
A university degree is preferable, but not a must. Fluency in both wrigten and spoken English and Arabic, as
well as good computer skills in Microsoft Word and Excel is essential. Experience with a computer based
materials and maintenance system is required for the Maintenance and Materials Supervisor.

Qualified candidates should send their CVs to the Executive Secretary, DNO Yemen, on fax:
+967 1 440590; deadline is 31 March, 2003. Please specify the position you are applying for.
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By: BassaM JAMEEL
AL-SAQQAF
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

he possible war on
‘Iraq, the American
arrogance, the Arab
and Islamic confer-
ences permeated with
squabbles and speeding up interna-
tional events have left their gloomy
impact on Islamic peoples and thus the
Islamic new year passed in a state of
sadness. Many Muslims however,
confuse the new Hijriya year with the
day of Prophet Mohammed’s (mpbh)
Hijra (migration) to Al-Madina.
Although the Hijri (using the moon

The Prophet’s Hijra,

cycle calculation method for months)
Calender has taken the name from the
Hijra event as such, and in fact, the
calender use started in the year the
Hijra took place. Towards the end of
Saffar or as other sayings claim, the
beginning of Rabi'e Al-Awal a great
event with meanings of greatness took
place. It was a day that changed the
course of history and reformulated life
in a way the straightened deviation
and illuminated the path and reestab-
lished the balance after despotism of
pre-Islam period.

The Hijra was not an escape but
rather a quest for a more fertile socie-
ty and environment and more appro-
priate for accepting the new religion.
A quick reading of the Hijra, since its
preparations till its fulfillment, dis-
closes clearly its importance and
greatness. It reveals to us rare images

of sacrifice for the sake of the religion.
The watertight political, strategic, tac-
tical and security thought the Prophet
and his companions had  pursued
depicts cleverness and shrewdness
displayed by the Prophet, not only
regarding the Hijra but also through-
out his entire mode of life.
Biographers have overlooked the
thinking, planning and organization of
the Hijra. Detecting events and stands
during the Hijra, we would find out
the Prophet’s wisdom and planning
and dependence on God and then on
the human factor. When the polythe-
ists gathered at Dar al-Nadwa and dis-
cussed the way with which to get rid
of the Prophet and the infantile call for
the new religion, they decided to have
forty men from representing all the
tribes there to kill the Prophet the time
he leaves his house and thus make it as

a deed by all the tribes and thus make
it impossible for the Prophet’s tribe to
have revenge. The revelation came
upon the Prophet ordering him to
migrate. Here the Prophet asked the
Imam Ali to stay in the Prophet’s bed.
The prophet went to the house of his
faithful companion Abubakr al-Siddiq
and told him about his decision.

As the Prophet was aware that the
tribe of Quraish would follow him and
they would mostly chase him along
the road heading for the city of
Madeina to the north of Mecca, he
preferred to take the opposite way to
the south lading to Yemen and so he
travelled five miles to reach the
Mountain of Thor. Despite the human
effort in camouflage and hiding
Quraish managed to reach the cave
where they stood at its entrance. Here
the God’s will interfered to save the

Prophet and his companion as when
the chasers saw the spider’'s cobweb
covering the cave entrance and was
not damaged they ruled out the
Prophet had entered that cave and left
the place.

Quraish had used torture to wring
out information on the Prophet’s
migration and they used that way with
Imam Ali and Asma’ bint Abubakr.
They had also used temptation by
promising big awards to those who
would give information leading to
capture the Prophet. It is clear that
reading the events of Hijra gives us an
idea on the aspects of caution and
watchfulness and means of providing
protection to the call.

our problem when reading the
Prophet’s biography as Sir Omar
Obaid Hassana in his book “Al-
Omma”, is that: “The nonability to

Lessons must be learnt

view the event with disregard to the
time and place, and the nonability to
form an objective view through which
to deal with the present. The nonabili-
ty to study the mechanism and tactics
to be used in our lives and not merely
a story for religious sentiments and
seeking miracles of god with no
human effort..”

The Prophet’s biography is not only
consisting of characteristics, and mili-
tary campaigns and plans, despite
their significance, but rather an
embodiment of Islam values in
immortal life examples capable of
covering the nation’s movement and
guiding her to the end of history. But
unfortunately, and as  Shiekh
AlQardhawi rightly said: * We
Muslims are the most ignorant when it
comes to God’s courses and the
Universal laws”

Russian Ambassador Alexander Zas

kin to YT:

Arabs and Russia uni

By MOHAMMED BIN SALLAM

YEMEN TIMES STAFF
ussian Ambassador to
Yemen, H.E. Mr.

Alexander Zasypkin, 51, is

known to be one of the

most active, and dedicated
ambassadors in Yemen. He started
working in the diplomatic sector in the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
since 73, which means that this year he
has marked three decades in service.

He started his diplomatic career in the
USS embassy in Syria where he worked
for 17 years. Then he became the
Charge d’ affaires of his country’s
embassy in Riyadh and then he started
his mission in Yemen as the Minister
Plenipotentiary of the Russian Embassy
in Sanaa during 1994-95. Then he
became the deputy manager of the
Middle East and North African Office at
the Russian Foreign Ministry. Finally he
became the Ambassador of the Russian
Federation to the Republic of Yemen in
2002, which is the post he is in today.

In an interview with Yemen Times,
Mr. Zasypkin valued present Yemeni-
Russian bilateral relations and said,
“There is tangible improvement in bilat-
eral relations between Sanaa and
Moscow. Relations have enhanced espe-
cially after the latest visit of President
Ali Abdullah Saleh to Moscow, which
gave the bond between our two coun-
tries unprecedented strength.”

“It is clear that the discussions that
took place between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Yemeni President
Saleh have boosted bilateral relations
between the two friendly countries after
almost a decade of stagnancy.”

The Ambassador then briefly stated
the main steps taken to achieve better
relations between the two countries.

“Firstly, the political dialogue
between the two leaders during the lat-
est visit of President Saleh to Moscow
tackled major regional and international
issues along with bilateral relations
which are shaping up in a serious and
unique manner. The dialogue has indeed
demonstrated that the two leaders have
common views on major issues in the
world.

Secondly, based on the bilateral coop-
eration traditions that have been contin-
uous during the last forty years in the
military field, the Russian Federation is
willing to participate in modernizing the
Yemeni military forces. We believe this
coincides with the interest of the
Yemeni nation and the interest of neigh-
boring nations in terms of security.

Thirdly, unfortunately, throughout the
last years relations between the two
countries went through tough times
especially concerning economic and
trade-related cooperation, which was
active for more than 75 years between
the two friendly nations. However, fol-
lowing the visit of President Saleh to
Moscow, interest and determination in
investing in Yemen by several Russian
companies and investors has increased.

A large number of businessmen and
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Mr. Alexander Zasypkin

companies have already applied to
Yemen seeking approval to invest in the
country in several industrial and explo-
ration fields and in free trade between
the two nations. I have come to know
that major Russian companies in the oil
industry have realized the potential in
working on exploring oil in Yemen.

I can say that the number of initia-
tives and requests to find new projects
in fields such as gas, electricity and oil,
etc. in Yemen is in the rise. We hope that
good circumstances based on interna-
tional standards will be provided to
Russian companies willing to invest in
Yemen once they agree to work in oil
and gas exploration or in the electricity
and trade sectors.

In the meantime, we are intensifying
direct contacts with the chambers of
commerce and industry in both Sanaa
and Moscow to arrive to an agreement
that would serve both parties best.

Fourthly, after we have signed the
cultural and educational cooperation
agreement between the two govern-
ments in Moscow in an earlier time, we
have now started preparing the execu-
tive program that would guarantee the
cooperation in this field, which will
include all the specific articles in the
agreement so as to provide academic
scholarships to Yemeni students and to
also initiate academic and cultural
exchange programs to benefit both
countries’ peoples.”

In an answer to a question on military
cooperation and Russian assistance to
Yemen so as to modernize the Yemeni
military forces, the Russian Ambassador
said, “We have to find the appropriate
method to cooperate militarily because
we do understand the limited resources
of Yemen, and we will try to provide
Russian assistance - which would not be
as much as what used to be during the
USSR period — that would include vari-
ous ways to facilitate payments for pur-
chased weapons.”

On the Russian stance concerning the
Iraqi issue, the ambassador expressed
his satisfaction with the results pro-
duced by the last Arab summit held at

Sharam Al-Sheikh in Egypt including
the final declaration that openly con-
firmed Arab opposition of using force to
disarm Iraq. This shows that Arabs and
Russians are united in their stance con-
cerning Iraq.

The ambassador praised President
Saleh’s leading role in making a success
out of the Arab Summit and his role in
the 114-member Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) Conference held in
the Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur.

As for the Russian stance towards the
Iraqi issue he said, “We have done our
best to limit the chances of a possible
US-led war against Iraq. We are confi-
dent that a peaceful solution could be
found, especially as current circum-
stances have become more suitable than
before for effective inspections.”

The 1441 Security Council resolution
enabled the UN inspectors to work more
efficiently and we think that they will be
able to achieve their mission successful-
ly because their ultimate goal is to find
whether Iraq still possesses weapons of
mass destruction or not.”

The Russian Ambassador confirmed
that the inspection committees have the
capability to achieve the desired goals
and that the international community
should help them fulfill their responsi-
bilities in a complete manner.

“On its part, Iraq has allowed the UN
inspectors in to inspect all its installa-
tions and also allowed them to make
interviews with Iraqi scientists.
Furthermore, Iraq’s destruction of its
Sumoud IT missiles demonstrates their
cooperation.

When difficulties arise, they can be
solved through dialogue and peaceful
means between Iraq and the inspectors.
Russia strongly rejected the use of force
against Iraq without the authorization of
the Security Council.

Russia in this respect is ready to look
for alternative means to enhance the
work of the UN inspectors so as they
can establish a detailed and accurate
program based on a timetable to sched-
ule all the different phases of the inspec-
tions.

When need arises, the inspection
committees should be able to increase
the number of inspectors on the ground
in Iraq.

All these things points have been
mentioned in the French-German-
Russian memorandum presented to the
Security Council days ago.”

Bluntly speaking, Russia has the right
1o veto any resolution that would permit
the use of force against Iraq, and we
consider this the final resort if a resolu-
tion is to be passed for this purpose.
When we feel that there could be danger
threatening the international peace and
security, we will rise to our responsibil-
ities.

As for the Israeli possession of the
nuclear weapons, Mr Zasypkin said that
there have been double standards prac-
tices at the international level since a
long time and Russia has been exerting
great efforts to put an end to this phe-
nomenon.

“The anti-nuclear weapons agree-
ments should include all countries of the
world. We are in favor of disarming the
Middle East region from weapons of
mass destruction.

At the same time, achieving that is
not an easy task because it encompasses
other political and military purposes
particularly concerning the Israeli-Arab
conflict. This can not be solved
overnight because it is an extremely
sensitive issue.”

Regarding crisis in the Caucasus
Mountains, the Ambassador said that

ed on Iraq

the economic and security conditions
have begun to be improved in that
region. “This manifests itself when the
terror acts are about to be purged in the
republic. In addition to this, other vital
infrastructures are operated again.
Schools opened their doors for students
and the social conditions have begun to
improve in the entire region.” he said.

He added that on March 23, there will
be the constitution referendum and the
presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions.

“Endorsing these laws in the republic

will establish a very strong foundation
to reach a satisfactory compromise.
Preparations are in full swing to start a
dialogue between the majority of the
republic and other political forces, par-
ticularly those who still have strong iso-
lated stances.

The Russian leadership is confident
that the Chechens desire stability in
order to lead a happier life for the bene-
fit of the entire nations of the Russian
Federation. Canvassing votes is the only
mean to achieve the desired goals.” he
concluded.
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Yemen General Radio & TV Corporation invites
manufacturing companies to supply, test, commission,
hand-over and guarantee digital video TV systems.
Interested eligible manufacturing companies may
contact Yemen General Radio & TV Corporation at the

YEMEN GENERAL RADIO & TV CORP,

Al-Hasaba area, Beside the Ministry of Public
Health and Population,

P. O. Box (2182), Sana’a, YEMEN

Telephones: (00967-1-230654/231184)

Fax: (00967-1-230761/250018)

E-mail: yertv@y.net.ye

itions, instruc
cifications and do

Bid opening will be at 11 a.m. Sa
April 2003. Any bid received
mentioned date will be rejected.

Tender Re-announcement
Tender No. 1/2003

For Supply, Testing, Commissioning, hand-over and
Guarantee of Digital Video TV Systems

To obtain the bidding documents upon payment of a
nonrefundable fee of US$300. Interested bidders who
wish to get bidding documents by mail shall pay an
additional US$100 as mailing and handling costs.

Bidder should be manufacturing companies with a
good experience in supply, manufacturing, and
guarantee of Digital Video TV System.

uments include tender announcement.
tions to bidderssu¢ !
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P~ cmen Times cele-
" brated last
Thursday evening
its 12th foundation
. ~ anniversary in a
colorful and glittering ceremony
held at the Taj Sheba Hotel in
Sanaa.

Editor-in-Chief of the newspaper
Walid Al-Saqqaf, at the outset in
his welcome speech, thanked all
the guests who graced the occasion
by their presence, which marked
the conclusion of 12 years since the
newspaper s first issue came out on
28 February 1991 and its entrance
into the 13th year.

“Your presence beside us today
on this memorable occasion signals
your trust and confidence in the
Yemen Times. We promise that
we’ll do our best to rise up to your
level of expectations.” said Walid
Al-Saqqgaf.

“We have come a long way since
the first issue came out in 28
February 1991, but we surely know
that we still have a long road ahead.
There have been challenges in the
past, but I am glad to inform you
that we seem to be going in the
right direction. The leadership of
the country, headed by President
Ali Abdullah Saleh is keen to
enhance the freedom of the press
and democracy in Yemen, knowing
that such human values could pro-
mote overall development in the
country.”

The Editor asserted that the paper
continued to play its role in pro-
moting human rights, democracy,
and freedom of the press through
independent, honest, accurate and
professional reporting. He said that
“every effort is being exerted to
follow the path drawn by the
paper’s founder Prof. Abdulaziz
Al-Saqgaf (may his soul rest in
peace).

During his speech, Walid Al-
Saqqaf termed last year’s develop-
ments in the paper ‘substantial’.
“We have increased the number of
the paper’s pages by 50% and
added new categories and sections

In presence of several Ambassadors and prominent personalities

3’—§
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Editor-in-Chief cuts the anniver-
sary cake

to expand our readership and satis-
fy our regular readers. “One needs

not to forget that in this time of

globalization, newspapers need to
enhance their professional level
and improve their service to com-
pete in the world market.” he said.

Following his speech, the
Education Page team of Yemen
Times, led by Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
was honored along with Ramzy
Alawi. They were presented with a
citation in recognition of their role
in promoting an awareness about
the English language among a
wide sector of readership of Yemen
Times. “Thousands of readership
follow the page every week, and
this is mainly due to the attractive,
simple, and highly informative les-
sons prepared and presented by Dr.
Sahu in the Education Page” said
the Editor.

In the same context, the newspa-
per seized the opportunity to recog-

nize the glorious contributions of

one of the great pioneers in Yemen,
namely Dr. Damodar Thakur, who
has spent almost three decades in
Yemen spreading the light of edu-
cation. His contribution to the stu-
dent community through his posi-
tion as the Chairman of the English
department of Sanaa University.
Then, he was invited to the podium

to deliver his address.

In his
address, Dr. Thakur expressed his
appreciation for the newspaper’s
gesture in thanking him for his role
in educating thousands of Yemenis
in the last three decades, and he
also recalled memories of the
Saqqgaf family starting from Prof.
Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf until the cur-
rent Editor-in-Chief, Walid Al-
Saqqaf. “T have fond memories of
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, who
was my colleague at the time and
his wife, Aziza who was one of my
students. I consider the newspaper
my family, and I can see that Walid
is on the right track in taking
Yemen Times to greater heights
towards perfection which is a jour-
ney not a destination,” he said.

Then, the first five prizes of the
Millions Competition held during
the last three months were awarded
to the winners, who won a total of
1.5 million Yemeni rials. Following
the award ceremony, the Sanaa-
based sponsor companies were pre-
sented with certificates of appreci-
ation and gratitude for their role in
supporting Yemen Times in its
activities.

Finally, an award was also given
to one of the distingnished employ-
ees of the Ministry of Information
for his dedication, transparency,
and professionalism in dealing with
the newspaper. Mr. Yahya Al-
Kumaim, the Manager of the
National Media Department of the
Ministry has been cooperative
throughout the years in handling
issues related to Yemen Times.

Among the guests who attended
were the US Ambassador Edmund
Hull, UK Ambassador Frances
Guy, Chinese Ambassador Gao
Yusheng, German Ambassador
Werner Zimprich, Italian
Ambassador Giacomo Sanfelice di
Monteforte, Cuban Ambassador

Roberto Rodriguez Pena,
Romanian Ambassador Gheorghe
Vilcu, Omani Ambassador

Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Badi,
Palestinian Ambassador Yahya
Rabah, Mauritanian Ambassador

Ahmado Sidi, plus a large number
of diplomats, intellectuals and
prominent personalities.

>Following the presentation
of awards, a number of state-
ments by guests including

Ambassadors and other impor-
tant personalities were record-
ed. Here we publish a few
excerpts:

— Mr. Abdulwahab
Thabet, a well-
known Yemeni
Businessman said
“ I'd like to point
out that that the
Yemen Times is
the first English newspaper widely
read whether inside or outside the
country. Actually, I greatly admire
the articles written in the paper.”

“I suggest that as a widely-read
English newspaper, it should coor-
dinate with the private sector, the
well-known Yemeni businessmen
in Yemen to push the domestic
industries and economy and to face
boldly the attack against that factor.
“This manifests itself clearly
whether in smuggling operations
which constitutes a threat to the
national economy or the external
competitions. “This will in turn
pave the way for the paper to
depend entirely on those aspects
rather than depending on advertise-
ments from the cover to cover,” he
further noted. _

The services rendered by the
paper in this regard will not only
reach that sector, but also the
Yemeni people at large and ulti-
mately the government.

Mr. Abdulwahab added further
that certain inescapable problems
are crippling the Yemeni govern-
ment and that the government does
not seem to be aware of thosé risks.
Unemployment has an unprece-
dented rise in Yemen due to the
unavailability of job opportunities
for the university graduates.

“Under such circumstances,
Yemen will face tangled problems

Mr. Bassam Ahmed, recelves
certificate on behalf of Artex
Trading Company

Representative of Yemen-Gulf
Bank receives certificate

Abdulwahab Thabet, Chairman of
Thabet Group of Companies,
recelves certificate

Distribution of certificates
of acknowledgement

Mr. Philip receives certificate on
behalfl of Ta) Sheba Hotel

Mr. Rasheed All, recoles
certificate on behalf of Videocon
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Dr. Ramakanta Sahu and Mr. Ramzy Alawi
being honored by the Editor-in-Chief

Dr. Sahu responses to the felicitation given to him

Presentation of citation to
the Education Page team

Prof. Damodar Thakur
addresses the assembly

Yemen Times celebrates
its 12th anniversary

Winners of Millions Competition
| receive their prizes
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First winner, Ahmed |

H ansour Al-Fagee
YR 200,000 cheque prize

Abdu Ahmed Al-Saadi receives his

n, holds his prize, a cheque of YR 1,000,000

Ahmed Abdu Al-Hodelfl receives his

. YR 100,000 cheque prize YR 100,000 cheque prize
if such indifference remains as it projects which center around

is,” he concluded.

On his part, Hani
Shehadeh, the
Area Manager of
the Consolidated
Contractors
International
Company, CCC
congratulated the
staff of the newspaper on the 12th
anniversary and expressed his
admiration for the progress
achieved by the paper.

“I feel proud of being close
friend to the deceased founder of
the Yemen Times, Dr. Abdulaziz
al-Saqqgaf since the establishment
of the paper,” he said.

“It is the first English newspaper
which encompasses different use-
ful information for the foreign
readers. It is a valuable source for
foreigners who arrive in Yemen
and they show a keen eagerness (0o
know about Yemen through inter-
net,” Mr. Shehadeh noted further.

“On our part, we advice foreign-
ers or those whom we meet to take
the Yemen Times as an informed
source for news about political or
economic conditions,” he further
noted.

Mr. Shehadeh has been deeply
impressed by the contents of the
paper particularly by what has
been written on tourism in Yemen:

In view of this emphasis placed
by the Area Manager of the CCC
over new investment processes, “a
quarter or even a half page should
be allotted to deal with issues like
investment projects, to whom these
have been allotted, and the future

investment, and encouraging the
Arab as well as foreign investors to
invest their capitals in Yemen.

A good number of the Arab as
well as foreign businessmen arrive
in Yemen and no interest has been
shown about them or at least about
how to encourage them.

As for the CCC, Mr. Shehadeh
said that the CCC company has
been running its businesses since
1952 and the company has become
a part of the Yemen and Yemen has
become a part of the CCC.

“We except to enter new invest-
ment opportunities in the Free

Zone. We are also about to
implement a huge electricity proj-
ect in Marib. We intend to bring
Arab as well as foreign capitals to
be invested in Yemen in the process
of establishing huge new projects,”
he concluded.

Mr. O.P Bajaj,
the Indian chargé
d’ affaires said:,
“Yemen Times is
one of the best
newspapers  in
Yemen which
brings the facts
thoroughly. So the general public
knows the facts.”

Well, I don’t miss the paper. |
read it thoroughly when the Yemen
Times comes.

[ think the Yemen Times covers
most of the items which are typical
of the day and now it is publishing
what is called collusion war against
terrorisn and bringing out the
international implications if Iraq is
attacked.
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With the Cuban Ambassador

With Omani Ambassador

With Chinese Ambassador

d

With Indonesian Ambassador and his spouse

On his part, Jiri
Pulkrab, Deputy
Head of the
Mission at the
Embassy of the
Czech Republic
said: “We at the
Czech Embassy
are quite happy with the paper.
Personally, I would prefer the eco-
nomic news. This is something I
like to read only not only from the
Yemen Times as there are very few
information about the Yemeni eco-
nomic situation. This is what I
would personally welcome,” he
said.

Ms. Cathy
Westley, the
Political Attaché
o of the Us
Embassy in
Sana’a  highly
commended the

efforts exerted by
the Times’ staff. The paper’s role
towards, “Yemen’s guests” in par-
ticular is to cover events which are
useful for foreigners and those who
have a keen interest in Yemen and
Yemenis.

Window to Yemen

Mr. Giacomo
Sanfelice Di
Montreforte, the
Ambassador  of
| Italy, said: “In
general the high
quality of articles,
comments that are
published in this paper are a useful
source for foreigners, diplomats in
particular living in Yemen, because it
explains so many facets of Yemen in
politics and civil society. So, I would
say, it is a window open for foreign-
ers which is very rich and very use-
ful way to communicate and under-
stand. I wish long-life to the Yemen
Times and I’m happy to take part in
this celebration.

The US Cultural
Attaché’, John
Balian said that:
“The Yemen
Times, in terms of
English publica-
tions in Yemen, is
one of the best that
I’ve seen in terms of its journalistic
approach. Every newspaper, every
media outlet has room to improve
and the Yemen Times has also a
room to improve.”

But, given the conditions and
given the market and everything else,

I think the Yemen Times is doing a
good job and I hope that we will help
the Yemen Times and other newspa-
pers in Yemen improve in presenta-
tion, journalistic standards, and
everything else.

I will be working with Waleed and
others to bring journalism up to
international standards.

News widely covered

On his part, HE,
Mr. Abdullah Bin
Hamad al-Badi,
the Ambassador of
Oman said: “First
of all, we'd like to
congratulate the
Yemen Times on
its 12th anniversary. It is noticeable
that there is a considerable progress
on the part of the articles written.”

The paper has allotted a good
space for the GCC countries and this
a good initiative taken by the Times
paper.

This is as a matter of fact, some-
thing praiseworthy. What I like most
is that local news is widely covered.
Those news are accurate. If we
notice the front page news, we notice
they are realistic and accurate.

Mr. Anwar
Churekeev, the
Cultural Attaché’
of the Russian
embassy said that:
“Yemen Times is
the only source to
obtain information
either political, economic, historical,
or social in all its aspects.”

“I hope that the paper will broaden
its horizons with regard to the local
events,” Mr. Anwar said.

He suggested that the paper should
allocate a sizeable space for Yemen's
economy and investment opportuni-
ties. Such issues as Mr. Anwar indi-
cated will motivate the Yemeni as
well as the foreign investors to invest
their capitals in Yemen at a time in
which the paper has become a useful
reference for most of the internation-
al centers.

“The Yemen Times is one of the
pioneering English newspapers pre-
ferred by the diplomats here in
Yemen,” he concluded.

Mr. Esa
Abdulaziz
Q asem,

i Chairman, al-
Hussein Schools
said: “We are

proud of the paper
and therefore, the

lessons which have been prepared
and presented by Dr. Sahu, are used
as teaching materials at the
International Studies Academy.

Mahdi Allawi, the
Regional Manager
of the Arab Bank,
said that a distinc-
tive feature of the
paper is the com-
prehensive cover-
age of the issues,
studies, and supplements about a
number of vital sectors such as edu-
cation, banks, economy, and other. It
is by all means a useful source of ref-
erence.

T ar e q
Abdulwasa’e,
General Manager
of the , United
Insurance said that
the paper is in con-
tinuous progress
and is one of the
papers which every one feels proud
of.

“We are keen to advertise in the
paper for its being widely read
among the foreign companies and I
suggest earmarking a page.on tech-
nology focusing on everything new,”
he said.

Khaled al-Anesi,
from Allawo Corp.
said that the insti-
tutional work as
that of Yemen is
rare and that the
Yemen Times is a
good example of
the institutional work. It has
achieved a great success and
progress and could preserve its inde-
pendence despite the political
changes. The journalistic success lies
in its long-term experience and its
dexterous staff.

Better than before

Waleed Akkawi,
the Marketing

Manager of
Spacetel Yemen
said: “We feel

proud of the
Yemen Times
paper for - being
one of the pioneering newspapers
and a considerable progress is clear-
ly discernible which has become an
essential part of the paper.”

Mr. Nadeem
Abdulwahed Sales
Manager of
Zubayen Group said:
“The paper has
gained a wide repu-
tation in terms of its
credibility and an appreciable style
for news items. What has made the
paper better than others is its unbi-
ased attitude in dealing with issues.
Its coverage of the social, economic,
and cultural issues is praiseworthy.

Z i a d
Abdulmajead, the
General Manager
of the Mam
Company  said:
“The paper has
B been progressing

by leaps and
bounds and nowadays it is better
than it was three years before.
“What I want to suggest here is
that the paper has to increase the
space in the front page so as to pave
the way for other news to be pub-
lished,” he said.

Saleem Sheikh
(Hertz)

The Yemen Times
is the only source
for news and is
marked by its-wide
ranging coverage
either local or
international along with earmarking
an educational page. This is some-
thing great.

fiancee

Editor Receives Mr. Tareq Abdulaws’e Hayel Saeed,

Chairman of United Insurance Company

AN
| i
Editor with Mr. John Balan of the US Embassy and his
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Fighting in Ivory Coast

Rebels wreak
havoc on
government

GUESSABO, Ivory Coast, March 8
(Reuters) - Swarms of rebels attacked
French troops and villages near a key
river crossing in western Ivory Coast
on Saturday, causing hundreds of terri-
fied residents to flee.

Automatic gunfire could be heard
coming from the west of Guessabo
early on Saturday morning after the
French army said the rebels tried to
punch through onto the main highway
between Duekoue and the cocoa centre
of Daloa.

The latest clashes erupted the same
day Ivorian rebels and politicians
agreed in Ghana to set up a joint secu-
rity council and form a new govern-
ment by March 14, the latest attempt to
end more than five months of civil war.

“Since dawn, there have been
numerous clashes with armed elements
trying to break through between
Duekoue and Dibobly, which is by the
Sassandra river,” said French army
spokesman Philippe Perret.

Two French soldiers received light
injuries, he said.

Fighting in the lush, cocoa-rich west
of the former French colony has
becoming increasingly anarchic as
rebel groups, Liberian mercenaries
fighting on both sides and ethnic mili-
tias have formed groups to loot and
kill.

Heavy fighting broke out in the west-
ern town of Bangolo on Friday, north of
French positions "at Duekoue. Rebels

said many civilians were Killed in an
attack which they repulsed. Ivory
Coast's army said it was not behind the
attack.

“(Saturday's attack) was an act of
reprisal for what happened yesterday in
Bangolo. My troops wanted to take
revenge against the (Ivorian army) but
the French army got in between,”
Ousmane Coulibaly, a western rebel
commander told Reuters.

He said his troops had withdrawn
after the dawn raids and said two of his
fighters received light injuries.

Some 3,000 French troops are in
Ivory Coast to protect their remaining
citizens and to police a shaky cease-fire
line. The French army in the west said
it took seven hours to beat back the
rebel attacks.

“It is urgent that the international
community helps Ivory Coast put an
end to the disorder in the west of the
country,” Ivory Coast’s army
spokesman Jules Yao Yao said.

“We must, above all, stop what is
starting to look like the shifting of
Liberia’s own conflict onto Ivorian ter-
ritory and the risk of tribal war,” he
said in a statement on Saturday.

Civil war broke out in the world’s
biggest cocoa grower after a failed
coup in September. Several thousand
people have died since then and more
than a million people have fled abroad
as refugees or to safer areas of Ivory
Coast.

A

Hundreds of refugees walk into the Ivory Coast town of Guessabo, some 450
kilometers from the main city Abidjan, early Mar. 8, saying rebels had taken
the village of Dibobly, some 10 kilometers away. Armed men attacked French
troops and villages near a key river crossing in western Ivory Coast on
Saturday morning, the French army said. REUTERS

Expecting weapon

(1)

KUWAIT, March 8 (Reuters) - Czech
and Slovak troops trained to respond to
chemical, biological and nuclear attacks
began deploying on the streets of
Kuwait on Saturday in preparation for
any retaliatory strike in the case of war
against Iraq,

A massive U.S.-led force has gath-
ered in the Kuwaiti desert for a possible
invasion of neighbouring Iraq with the
stated aim of ridding the country of
weapons of mass destruction. Iraq
denies having such weapons.

The joint Czech-Slovak battalion,
with expertise built up during the Cold
War, will patrol the streets of Kuwait
City, military bases and vital installa-
tions including the Kuwaiti oilfields,
Czech Colonel Dusan Lupuljev said.

“Our main task is to save lives and to
mitigate the consequences of the possi-
|ble use of weapons of mass destruction
and other disasters,” Lupuljev told
|reporters.

“My unit is able to cover and deal
with full scenarios of all known chemi-
cal warfare agents, radiological agents
and biological agents.”

Members of the 1-st Czech/Slovak NBC defence battalion show the press NBC protection gear in a military camp in the sub-
urbs of Kuwait city on Mar. 8. The United States, Britain and Spain on Friday proposed a Mar. 17 ultimatum for Iraq to obey
disarmament demands or face war, but their U.N. draft resolution faces a possible triple veto.

Part of the joint battalion of about
400 Czech and 60 Slovak troops could
move into Iraq in the event of an Iraqgi
attack on invading forces with chemical

mass destruction in action

Anti-chemical teams
deploy on streets of Kuwait

or biological weapons.

The battalion’s sealed reconnaissance
vehicles are equipped to detect chemi-
cal or biological agents in the air.

REUTERS
Wearing all-enveloping suits, masks
and respirators, the soldiers have equip-
ment to decontaminate up to 1,000 peo-
ple per hour.

U.S. sanctions are racist
attack-Zimbabwe official

HARARE, March 8 (Reuters) - A sen-
ior Zimbabwean official condemned on
Saturday a U.S. decision to impose sanc-
tions on the leadership as part of a “white
racist” attack on a government he said
was fighting for the interests of its black
majority.

U.S. President George W. Bush on
Friday imposed economic sanctions on
Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe
and 76 other high-ranking government
officials, accusing them of undermining
democracy in the impoverished southern
African country.

Bush, following the lead of the
European Union, issued an executive
order freezing their assets and barring
Americans from engaging in any transac-
tions or dealings with them.

The Zimbabwean official said the new
sanctions were part of a well-coordinated
attack on Mugabe by British Prime
Minister Tony Blair, who he said was
angry over Mugabe’s seizures of white-
owned farms in Zimbabwe, a former
British colony.

“All these sanctions being imposed on
us are unjustified because they are part of
a racist campaign against our land reform
programme,” said the official, who
declined to be named.

“This is not about democracy, human
rights or about any concern for the wel-
fare of blacks. This is about our land and
heritage,” he told Reuters.

The opposition Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC) welcomed
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the U.S. sanctions, saying they represent-
ed a principled stand against tyranny.
Mugabe has been under fire from the
West over the alleged rigging of an elec-
tion last year and the persecution of polit-
ical foes, as well as the seizure of white-

owned farms for redistribution to landless
blacks.

The United States, the Commonwealth
and the European Union, encouraged by
rights groups, have all imposed some
travel, aid and economic sanctions on

Zimbabwe.

Blair has been particularly critical of
Mugabe, leading opposition to the
Zimbabwean government in the
European Union.
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picture of Iraqi coope

UNITED NATIONS, March 7
(Reuters) - Chief U.N. inspector Hans
Blix said on Friday that Iraq’s coopera-
tion fell short of U.N. Security Council
demands but applauded Baghdad’s
recent scrapping of al-Samoud missiles.

“The destruction undertaken consti-
tutes a substantial measure of disarma-
ment — indeed, the first since the mid-
dle of the 1990s,” Blix said. “We are not
watching the breaking of toothpicks.
Lethal weapons are being destroyed.”

His colleague, Mohamed ElBaradei,
who fields nuclear arms teams, was
even more positive.

“After three months of intrusive
inspections, we have to date found no
evidence or plausible indication of the
revival of a nuclear weapons program
in Iraq,” ElBaradei said.

In delivering a fairly favorable report
on Iraqi cooperation to the U.N.
Security Council, Blix gave ammuni-
tion to those who want inspections to
continue, although he made clear many
disarmament issues were unresolved.

“It is obvious that, while the numer-
ous initiatives, which are now taken by
the Iraqi side with a view to resolving

As war countdown approaches

Blix gives mixed

some long-standing open disarmament
issues. can be seen as ‘active,” or even
“proactive,” these initiatives three-four
months into the new resolution cannot
be said to constitute ‘immediate’ coop-
eration,” said BIix, in charge of chemi-
cal and biological weapons and ballistic
missiles.

“Nor do they necessarily cover all
areas of relevance,” he added.

‘BETTER INFORMATION’

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell,
who is pressing the council to give Iraq
a deadline to cooperate, said in an inter-
view that the inspectors could only do
so much.

“They are doing a reasonably effec-
tive job in light of what they are able to
do, and they are only able to do what
the Iragis are really allowing them to
do,” he told ABC television.

“I think I have better information
than the inspectors. I think I have more
assets available to me than the inspec-
tors do,” he added, referring to U.S.
intelligence gathering.

Asked why the United States does
not give them that information, he said:
“We are giving them as much as we can

that is actionable, that really can cue
them to something.”

Blix praised Iraq’s decision to
destroy 34 of its al-Samoud 2 missiles,
whose range exceeded U.N. limits, as
well as four training missiles, two com-
bat warheads, one launcher, five
engines and two casting chambers since
March 1. .

But his presentation contrasted
sharply with a 167-page document he
gave to council members that lists 29
areas of unresolved weapons issues and
a “to do” list of steps Iraq should take to
comply.

This report, released by Reuters on
Thursday, disputes Iraq’s claim of how
much anthrax it had destroyed, says it
may be developing new banned mis-
siles and calls on Baghdad to surrender
any remaining biological, chemical or
Scud missiles and to explain the fate of
aerial bombs and missing chemical
agents. Blix said that if inspections con-
tinued and Iraq cooperated, “it would
not take years, nor weeks, but months.”

“Neither governments nor inspectors
would want disarmament inspections to
go on forever,” he said.

ration

The United Nations Security Council meets at U.N. headquarters in New York, Mar. 7, to hear Dr. Hans Blix, Executive

Chairman of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inpsection Commission (UNMOVIC) deliver a report on

weapons inspection in Iraq.

Violence and counterviolence continues

Israel kills Hamas military
head, Hamas vows revenge

GAZA, March 8 (Reuters) - Israel
killed the top commander of Hamas's
military wing and three other militants in
a helicopter missile strike on a car in the
Gaza Strip on Saturday, drawing vows of
revenge from the militant Islamic group.

Ibrahim al-Maqadma, 51, was a
founder of Hamas and was believed to
be the top commander of its military
wing, which has waged a suicide bomb-
ing campaign against Israel since the
signing of interim peace accords with the
Jewish state in 1993.

Four Israeli helicopter gunships
swooped out of the sky and blasted a car
in which Magadma and three other mili-
tants were driving, turning it into a heap
of charred, smoking wreckage and scat-
tering body parts along the Gaza City
road, witnesses said.

Hamas’s military wing ordered its
cells to take revenge, including by
killing Israeli political leaders. The
Palestinian Authority strongly con-
demned Magadma’s “assassination” and
said it would hold Israel responsible for
its consequences.

Hours after the missile strike,
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat nom-
inated Mahmoud Abbas, a senior PLO
official, as prime minister, a step on the
way to major reforms of the Palestinian
Authority demanded by international
mediators.

Maqadma was the most senior
Palestinian militant Israel has killed
since the Palestinian uprising began in
September 2000 after a deadlock in
peace talks.

The missile strike was the latest move
in a wave of violence that has rocked
Israelis and Palestinians, frustrating U.S.
efforts to calm 29 months of bloodshed
as it tries to rally international support
for a possible war on Iraq.

Thousands of Palestinians at
Mugadma’s funeral urged Hamas’s 1zz-
el-Deen al-Qassam military wing to
carry out revenge attacks.

“The Qassam brigades will cut off a
100 heads in return for the death of our
martyr. Our words will soon be translat-
ed into action,” Hamas supporters chant-
ed through loudspeakers.

“There is a call and an order from
Hamas’s political leadership to the
Qassam brigades to target Israeli lead-

[N
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Hamas supporters march along a Gaza city street shouting slogans hours after an Israeli strike claimed the life of one of

their top leaders Mar. 8. An Israel helicopter gunship fired missiles at a car, killing Ibrahim al-Magadma, 50, a top Hamas mil-

itary leader and a founder of the group. Three other militants were also killed in the attack.

ers,” senior Hamas leader Abdel-Aziz al-
Rantissi told mourners.

Hamas leaders said the killing was a
major loss for the group. “They’ve
crossed the red line,” said Ismail
Haniyah, a senior leader of Hamas,
which is sworn to Israel’s destruction.
“They have opened a new battle field,”
he said.

Hamas threatens Israeli leaders

An Israeli security source described
Magadma as “a key decision maker in
Hamas” and said he had been the top
leader of the group’s military wing for
the past two decades.

Hamas sources said Maqadma was the
brains behind Hamas’s armed wing and
its top commander, though Hamas polit-
ical leaders said he was not involved in
military activities.

Palestinian cabinet minister Saeb
Erekat told Reuters: “We condemn in the
strongest possible terms the new assassi-
nation in Gaza and we hold the Israeli
government fully responsible for the

consequences of this act.”

On the political front, Arafat nominat-
ed Abbas, who has kept a back channel
open to Israel during the fighting, as the
first Palestinian prime minister, a post he
is creating under intense Western pres-
sure.

Arafat did not set a date for the
appointment or spell out Abbas’s pow-
ers. Abbas, known by his nom de guerre
Abu Mazen, has said he will accept the
job only if he is given significant pow-
ers.

Violence has escalated in recent days.
On Wednesday, a Palestinian suicide
bomber killed 15 people on an Israeli
bus which a top Hamas leader said was
an attack by the group.

Hours later, 12 Palestinians were
killed in an Israeli raid in Gaza and on
Friday Hamas gunmen killed two Jewish
settlers when they infiltrated the West
Bank settlement of Kiryat Arba and
opened fire on settlers gathering for
prayers.

The gunmen shot dead a husband and

REUTERS

wife before holing up in a religious sem-
inary where they were killed by soldiers.

Shortly afterwards, two Palestinian
militants tried to infiltrate the neighbour-
ing Negohot settlement and were killed
in a gunbattle with soldiers, an army
spokesman said. One of the gunmen det-
onated an explosive belt around his
waist, he said.

Aleaflet handed out in the Palestinian-
ruled part of Hebron said Hamas claimed
responsibility for the Negohot attempt in
“revenge for the massacres of
Palestinians, especially in Gaza”.

Most Palestinians consider settle-
ments on occupied land as legitimate tar-
gets for attack. The international com-
munity views the settlements as illegal,
but Israel disputes this.

On Friday, the army seized part of the
northern Gaza Strip in what the army
called an open-ended campaign to thwart
Hamas rocket attacks on Israel. Gaza has
been a key flashpoint during the upris-
ing, in which at least 1,918 Palestinians
and 722 Israelis have been killed.

REUTERS

Palestinians protest
against U.S., Israel

RASHIDIYEH, Lebanon, March 8
(Reuters) - Thousands of Palestinians
marched through a teeming refugee camp
in southern Lebanon on Saturday,
denouncing U.S. President George W.
Bush as a “butcher” and venting anger
against Israel.

“Struggle, struggle against Bush the
butcher and (Israeli President Ariel)
Sharon the butcher,” chanted protestors,
referring to the Israeli Prime Minister.

Some 7,000 men, women and children
filled the streets in a show of anger
against Israel and its ally the United
States, the day after Israeli tanks and
troops stormed a Gaza Strip refugee
camp, carrying out raids in which 11
Palestinians were killed.

Israel also killed four Hamas militants
in a helicopter missile strike in Gaza on
Saturday. The raids followed a Palestinian
suicide attack that killed 15 people on an
Israeli bus.

Witnesses said protesters bumed U.S.
and Israeli flags and waved Iraqi and
Palestinian flags in the Rashidiyeh camp
near the port city of Tyre.

The demonstration on Saturday in the
camp echoed protests in Lebanon’s sec-
ond city Tripoli on Friday where demon-
strators demanded the expulsion of the
U.S. ambassador and waved pictures of
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.

Washington is seeking a second U.N.
resolution to authorise an invasion of Iraq
and has dismissed Baghdad’s moves to
disarm as too little, too late. The United
States and Britain have given Saddam a
March 17 deadline to get rid of its alleged
weapons of mass destruction.

Two Israeli reconnaissance planes and
Israeli planes swooped over parts of
southern Lebanon as the march went on,
witnesses said. An Israeli reconnaissance
plane was also spotted over south
Lebanon last week.

After Blix report

Iraqg demands
end to sanctions

BAGHDAD, March 8 (Reuters) -
President Saddam Hussein called on
the U.N. Security Council on Saturday
to lift 12 years of sanctions against Iraq
after what he said was its fulfilling of
its disarmament commitments.

In a statement after a meeting
chaired by Saddam, the Iraqi leader-
ship made a set of demands it said the
Security Council should implement
after the reports by chief weapons
inspectors Hans Blix and Mohamed
ElBaradei on Friday.

“The embargo against Iraq should be
lifted totally and comprehensively
after America’s motives were revealed
to the world and after Iraq abided by
Security Council resolutions,” the
statement said.

It also demanded that the Security
Council denounce the United States
and Britain as “liars”, strip Israel of its
alleged weapons of mass destruction
and force it to pull out of “Palestine
and occupied Arab land™.

The United States and Britain reject
Iraq’s disarmament moves as insuffi-
cient and are threatening imminent
war. They have put forward a new draft
resolution at the Security Council
which would give Baghdad until
March 17 to disarm or face an inva-

sion.

Some 300,000 American and British
troops are deployed within a striking
distance of Iraq.

Chief U.N. inspector Hans Blix told
the U.N. Security Council on Friday
Iraq’s cooperation fell short of Council
demands but applauded Baghdad’s
scrapping of al-Samoud missiles.

The meeting was attended by mem-
bers of the ruling Baath Party,
Revolutionary Command Council and
the parliament speaker.

The statement said Blix and
ElBaradei had testified that Iraq was
sincere and implementing accurately
Security Council resolutions.

“After the stage that Iraq had
reached in implementing the commit-
ments defined by the Security
Council...the world, its peoples and
most of its governments have come to
realise the real aims of the American
administration,” the statement said.

“It wants to cover what it wants to
do with allegations that Iraq did not
implement Security Council resolu-
tions,"” it said. “But testimonies on the
truthfulness of what we say and the
accuracy in implementation come from
the concerned specialists led by the
committee of Blix and ElBaradei.”
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Several
said killed
in northern

Afghan

fighting

KABUL, March 8 (Reuters) -
Several people have been killed or
wounded in a fresh outbreak of fight-
ing between supporters of two rival
warlords in Afghanistan’s northern
province of Faryab, a top command-
er from the area said on Saturday.

Fighting erupted on Friday when
Uzbek warlord General Abdul
Rashid Dostum’s men attacked posi-
tions held by supporters of Ustad Atta
Mohammad’s Jamiat-e-Islami faction
in Pashtoon Kot district, south of
Faryab's provincial capital, he said.

“It is still going on,” Sayed
Mohammad, an aide to Atta and a top
general in Faryab, told Reuters by
telephone from the area..

“Several people from our side have
been either killed or wounded and
they have taken five of our people
prisoners,” he said.

General Majid Roozi, a deputy for
Dostum said he was unaware of any
clashes.

About six people, mostly family
members of one of Atta’s command-
ers, were killed by Dostum’s soldiers
in Pashtoon Kot two weeks ago.
Tensions have since been on the rise
between the factions in several parts
of Faryab, Mohammad said.

He said both factions were build-
ing up their strength in the area of
Friday’s clash and other parts of
northern Afghanistan, which could
lead to a spread of the fighting.

He accused Dostum, an ex-com-
munist general who is now a deputy
defence minister in the U.S.-backed
government, of trying to gain ground
by force, and vowed this would be
resisted.

The fighting came days after sev-
eral people were killed in skirmishes
between supporters of Atta and
Dostum in Sari Pul province and
despite U.N. efforts to encourage
warlords to disarm.

Atta is also part of the government
of President Hamid Karzai, serving
as a corps commander and northern
commander of Jamiat-e-Islami, dom-
inant faction of the Northern
Alliance, which forms the backbone
of the administration.

The rival factions have fought bit-
terly in several northern areas since
Karzai's government came to power
in late 2001 after the collapse of the
former Taliban regime, causing the
*| deaths of dozens of non-combatants
forcing hundreds to flee their homes.
_ The United Nations says it has sus-
pended aid work in parts of northern
Afghanistan because of fighting.

It says Karzai is due to announce a
strategy this month to disarm warlord
militias before national elections in
mid-2004.

Tension raises in the region

U.S., allies see North Korea
missile test amid Irag move

SEOUL/WASHINGTON, March 8
(Reuters) - South Korea and the United
States said North Korea appeared set to
test a missile within days, stepping up
pressure for U.S. concessions in a
nuclear standoff while Washington is
preoccupied with Iraq.

Allies Seoul and Washington played
down the communist state’s declara-
tion of a maritime exclusion zone — an
apparent preparation for a missile
launch — while Japan urged
Pyongyang to avoid further steps to
escalate the nuclear crisis.

South Korean and U.S. officials said
the North declared the exclusion zone
in the Sea of Japan from March 8-11, in
what was seen as a strong sign it was
planning its second missile test in two
weeks. '

“We are aware that they are prepar-
ing to fire a missile, probably between
this weekend and early next week,” a
South Korean Defence Ministry
spokesman said on Saturday.

On February 24, North Korea fired a
short-range anti-ship cruise missile
into the Sea of Japan, a test that startled
its neighbours and carried out a day
before South Korea swore in its new
president, Roh Moo-hyun.

Another missile test had been wide-
ly expected by the North's neighbours
as Pyongyang seeks to pressure the
United States to hold bilateral talks and
sign a non-aggression pact to resolve
the nuclear crisis.

“It was predictable the North would
take a tougher line,” said Kim Jung-ro,
a Unification Ministry spokesman.

But any new test would follow a
step-by-step escalation of provocations
by North Korea that parallels the U.S.
war timetable in Iraq. Critics say U.S.
President George W. Bush is allowing
Iraq to distract him from a crisis possi-
bly more serious.

Earlier this week, Japanese media
reported the North was close to restart-
ing a nuclear fuel reprocessing plant
that could produce weapons-grade plu-
tonium.

U.S. officials said last week that
North Korea, believed to be developing
missiles capable of reaching parts of
the United States, had restarted a
research reactor at Yongbyon, north of
Pyongyang. Plutonium could be
extracted from the reactor’s spent fuel
rods.

Four North Korean MiG fighter jets
buzzed a U.S. spy plane in internation-
al airspace on Sunday and a similar
plane violated South Korean airspace
last month.

“We’re not overly concerned”
Washington is possibly weeks away
from launching a war against Irag. At
the United Nations on Friday the
United States, Britain and Spain pro-

posed a March 17 ultimatum for Iraq to
obey disarmament demands or face
war, but their U.N. draft resolution
faces a possible triple veto.

U.S. B-52 and B-1 bombers landed
on the Pacific island of Guam this
week as a deterrent to Pyongyang in
the event of a U.S.-led war against
Iraq. North Korean media called the
deployment part of U.S. preparations
for “pre-emptive attack™.

The U.S. Defence Department said
on Friday North Korea had declared an
exclusion zone off its east coast, a stan-
dard measure prior to weapons testing.

“We are certainly aware that they
have filed a notice of exclusion. That is
typically a precursor to a missile test.
But we're not overly concerned,” said

Navy Lieutenant-Commander Jeff
Davis, a Pentagon spokesman.

The United States also played down
last month’s missile test, saying the
North had given prior notification.

Japanese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hatsuhisa Takashima on
Saturday urged Pyongyang to avoid
steps to raise tensions further.

“We urge North Korean restraint. If
such action is carried out, it will only
raise tensions and is highly undesir-
able,” he said.

Roh’s office declined to comment on
the expected test. Such short-range
missile tests do not violate internation-
al treaties and laws. However, the
North has tested long-range missiles
before, firing a multi-stage Taepodong-

1 missile over Japan in 1998.

The stand-off over North Korea's
nuclear ambitions has complicated the
Bush administration’s focus on Iraq.

On Thursday, Bush said he sought a
multilateral diplomatic approach to
North Korea, which he has bracketed
with Iraq and Iran as part of an “axis of
evil”.

“This is a regional issue ... because
there’s a lot of countries that have got a
direct stake in whether or not North
Korea has a nuclear weapon,” he told a
news conference on Thursday, men-
tioning Japan, South Korea, Russia and
China.

“We're working the issue hard and

I'm optimistic we'll come up with a |

diplomatic solution,” he said.

A steam plume can be seen rising from North Korea’s SMW nuclear reactor facility in Yongbyon in this Mar. 5, satel-
lite image. North Korea has declared a maritime exclusion zone off its coast in the Sea of Japan in a step that could
signal a pending new missile test, the U.S. Defense Department said on Mar. 7. The move comes amid rising ten-
sion in the region in a crisis over North Korea’s nuclear ambitions.

REUTERS

Bangladeshi acid

DHAKA, March 8 (Reuters) Nearly
200 women defaced in acid attacks by
mostly jilted lovers rallied in the
Bangladeshi capital, Dhaka, on
Saturday, seeking protection for their
families and other women, and the right
to live an honourable life.

The Acid Survivors Foundation,
which organised the event, said it was
held to mark International Women's
Day, an annual event that highlights
women'’s struggle for equality and jus-
tice in the workplace, home and socie-
ty.

“The number of acid victims is rising
in the country,” said Monira Rahman,
executive director of the foundation,
which was set up to fight injustices
against women and help acid victims in
particular.

“We are fighting for their protection
and rights, and are hoping for a day
when our girls will no longer be
defaced.”

The activists called for protection for

other women and their own families,
who are often threatened by the offend-
ers to prevent them taking legal action.

Most acid victims usually become
dependent on their poor families and
rarely venture out of their homes out of
shame.

Bangladeshi women are sometimes
tortured by their husbands when they
fail to come up with a dowry, by men
who have been refused love and by
influential people seeking to settle
scores with the victims’ families, foun-
dation officials said.

Foundation records showed 485
women were attacked with acid across
the country in 2002 — a nearly 50 per-
cent rise over the previous year.“Most
of the victims are women who fell prey
to jilted lovers or boyfriends,” Rahman
said.

Foundation officials linked the rise in
attacks to what they called a general
breakdown of law and order in the
country.

India shuts

northeast
after blast

olawl wana s ¢

GUWAHATI, India, March 8
(Reuters) - Separatist rebels blew up
a large petrol storage tank and
bombed a gas pipeline in India’s oil-
rich Assam state on Saturday, the
group said.

The guerrillas blew up the tank at
the Digboi refinery, India’s oldest
which is operated by state-con-
trolled Indian Oil Corp’s (I0OC)
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Chinese
police nab
suspect in
university

blasts

BEIJING, March 8 (Reuters) - A
farm worker has confessed to caus-
ing explosions at two prestigious
Beijing universities, but his
motives are not yet known, police
said on Saturday.

Beijing police spokesman Liu
Wei told reporters that Huang
Minxiang, 27, was caught in his
home province of Fujian early on
Saturday morning and had admit-
ted to causing both explosions
within two hours of each other on
February 25.

“That’s what he admitted to,”
Liu said.

Liu said police had no details of
why Huang might have set off
home-made bombs in the cafeterias
at  Peking and  Tsinghua
Universities, which injured at least
nine people and shattered glass
doors and windows, or whether he
had acted alone.

Access to explosives is fairly
easy in China, which has seen
bombings linked to Muslim sepa-
ratists, disgruntled workers and
spurned lovers.

The official Xinhua news agency
said Huang worked on a farm on
the island province of Hainan, off
the country’s southern coast. Police

-in Huang’s native city of Fuzhou,

on the southeast coast, were send-
ing him to Beijing, Liu said.

The blasts stunned students used
to relative safety on campus and
prompted questions about social
unrest as officials from around the
country descended on Beijing for
China’s annual two-week session
of parliament, which opened on
Wednesday.

Police were under government
orders to “crack the case as soon as
possible”, Liu said during the rare
police news conference to
announce Huang’s arrest.

Peking University police said
this week they had identified a
male suspect between 20 and 40
years old, caught by security cam-
eras, in their hunt for the people
behind the explosions.

Beijing’s new mayor Meng
Xuenong said on Friday routine
safety measures had been taken
since the double bombings but
tried to quell concerns over the
incident.

“The security situation at Peking
and Tsinghua Universities is good
on the whole. This was a chance
incident,” he said on the sidelines
of the parliament session. “It has
no influence whatsoever on our
building a world-class city.”

4- Knowledge
correspondence etc.

and experience.

210174, Fax No. 421924

Job Vacancy

Executive Secretary

International Group for Investment and Contracting
Company is looking for an Executive Secretary for its main
office in Sana’a, Yemen with the following qualifications.

1- Candidate must be a graduate.

2- Good knowledge of English and Arabic, reading,

writing and translation.

3- Minimum five years experience in secretarial work.

in computer,

5- Salary and other benefits are according to qualifications

Interested applicants should send their CV and related
certificates to the International Group for Investment and
Contracting, P.O. box No. 5656, Sana’a Yemen, Tel. No.

For more information call mobile No. 73277808

Internet, email, self-
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Yemeni guarantees

Marine Insurance
companies lower charges

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

he Singaporean ASP compa-

ny undertaking the adminis-

tration of Aden container

port called on all of the port

employees to take all neces-
sary measurers for reducing operation
expenditures.

The call came after the rise in value of
insurance premiums on vessels against
risks of war as the Aden port was nega-
tively affected due to this increase and
the company had lost its customers who
turned to competing naval routes in
Salala, Jedda and Djibouti.

Sources at the company mentioned
that Aden’s productive port dropped by
over 75 per cent and the loss the compa-
ny had sustained amounted to more than
$ 2,5 million a month.

Three thousand of employees working
for the companies in the free zone in
Aden had lost their jobs at the beginning
of the year 2003 after the departure of
maritime companies that used to use the
port as a station for distribution for the
region. Marine sources nevertheless con-
firm that insurance companies agreement
to abolish charges from 16 per cent to 3
per cent would help the port restore its
activity  vigorously. The companies at
Aden sea port had announced they had

lost around $15 million per month. espe-
cially since the blast in the French super
oil tanker Limburg offshore Hadramout
last November.

A Yemeni ministerial delegation had
travelled to London and held negotiations
with insurance companies ended in
agreement to depositing Yemeni guaran-
tee in return for reducing insurance
charges. Marine sources have made it
clear that Yemen has actually offered
guarantees and that has urged insurance
companies to agree on reducing insur-
ance charges.

Marine sources confirm that prices
would see an improvement in the coming
short period as the insurance companies
would embark on implementing what
had been agreed upon in London con-
cerning reducing of charges. According
to the sources the imported merchandise
that witnessed noticeable rise in prices
during the past period, including steel,
would see some drop. The possibility of
war against Iraq would help add to suf-
fering of Yemen and send mercantile
ships away from Yemeni coasts.

It remains to point out that the compa-
nies that encountered problems afier rais-
ing insurance charges and departure of
vessels to other sea ports their circum-
stances would improve following a
retreat in charges prices.

—
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Shipping companies will benefit from the recent reduction in marine insurance, but, still, there are many precautions

By IRENA KNEHTL
For THE YEMEN TIMES

here are many answers

to Yemen’s problems of

development. They,

however, don’t lie so

much in the wholesale
adoption of foreign values, and
ideas, as in a more realistic percep-
tion of one’s self, the past, the cul-
ture, and the splendidly complex
ecosystem that may well provide
exciting alternatives.

He too came to the big city.
Quietly he sat down on the chair in
the reception room and waited to be
received by the big man. Dusty and
rundown heels were an indication
that he traveled from afar. He wore
the usual Yemeni futta with jambia
around his belt. The colorful turban
hardly covered all his gray hair. His
look expressed dignity and pride.

On the other corner of the recep-
tion room sat we with a delegation of
international investors. We also wait-
ed for the big man, the Chairman of
an international investment bank.

He has come to see the big man.
Perhaps in his own way, in his own
community, he is also a big man.
Maybe he is also a man who
although his word is not law surely
has some weight and meaning. Here
in the big city, he came to see a big-
ger man, who yields greater powers.
He brings along the customary gift, a
sign of respect and goodwill.

The delegation of international
investors also came from afar. We
waited for the chairman to join us in
the discussion. The minute he will
join us, we shall discuss important
matters.

Crossing into the future

The delegation of international
investors did not bring along any
gifts as sign of respect and goodwill,
but there was no lack of notebooks,
pens, calculators, portable comput-
ers, each having several web sites,
email addresses. Some of them were
already nervously preparing ques-
tions.

The moment the chairman will
join, they will put him questions con-
cerning the interest rate, participa-
tion of the Yemeni industry and agri-
culture, GNP and so on and so forth.
They will review forecasts and per-
formance until the year 2020. They
will scrutinize feasibility factors and
discuss further which particular sec-
tors they might invest and which
would be profitable.

The old man’s mission probably
has been related to less imporiant
matters. Maybe assistance for road
construction, schools, or hospitals.
Or perhaps a word or two with the
bigger man for the so much needed
water and electricity.

His village would be far beyond
these mountains, situated as it is on
the highest hill. His village at the
same time is his big world. He would
have a piece of land, would grow
vegetables and fruits. In the after-
noon the old man would make him-
self comfortable in his mafraj. With
his family and neighbors he would
talk about this and that.

That they belonged to it.

It belonged to them.

The Red and Arab seas wild as
silk.

The spring rains.

The apricot trees, grapes, and cof-
Jee beans.

The dusty mountains.

Geometric terraces.

The gold brown desert.

The stars, and the moon.

There has been a quality in their

beauty, fashioned by work, it had
given them strength and grace.

This today is the world of majori-
ty — it is their daily routine.

The truth

We, so deeply immersed as we are
in statistical data, GNP, production
national income, using all the time
sophisticated phraseology, so natu-
rally we think this is what majority
needs. The truth is that we are faced
with two faces, one is that of cities,
and the other of the countryside.

The later presents the silent major-
ity. Still for how long we may ask.

The revolution of development
will have to start there. It centers
about such things as provision of
basic services, infrastructure, com-
munity based development, and
effective local government.

Development is about hopes,
dreams, justice, pride, dignity,
respect, and inclusion of opportuni-
ties, cooperation and exchange.
Justice, social economic and politi-
cal liberty of thoughts, expression,
belief, faith, and worship equal the
status of opportunity.

Further to harmonize man with the
nature, and anything small which in
the process of thinking big was
bound to be forgotten. Witnessing its
awakening is an intensive moment of
excitement, enthusiasm and doubt.
Here are unfinished revolutions,
dreams, hopes, disappointments,
loves, sorrows, and so many things
one would want to have them differ-
ent.

Yemen lives in several centuries
all at the same time.

The economy is an issue as it was
never before. It has to do with
aspects of a more direct involvement
and integration into world economic
system.

Economics is about every day life.

Let’s value people, not the GDP

However, good policies, and promis-
ing potential will leave Yemen in a
position to complete:

- To open up means to choose the
path of knowledge.

- Living work is the path of devel-
opment. ‘

- Simplicity constitutes the very
purpose of man.

- Human beings and not economic
indicators are in the center of devel-
opment.

Good ideas are also a tremendous
force capable to transform the world.

What matters is not to have but to
be.

The challenges

Independent from importance of
investment development will come
to mean less volume, and more qual-
ity and creations of ideas of their
own.

The battle is this: The challenge
for 21 century is to dismantle the big
and develop the people. Just what
types of investments, projects, and
which technology will be more
appropriate, as we have to become
ten to twenty times more efficient in
use of resources is a further chal-
lenge.

Rural areas need first to think
about quality and quantity of food
supply, roads for commerce, clothes
to wear, power to light their houses,
and irrigate their lands to make life
more comfortable.

Globalization brings more welfare
such as democracy, human rights,
and technological advantages. But
now it seems that the negatives sides
of this process is difficult to be
denied. The so-called market forces
and technological development func-
tions without ethical consideration.
Here the confession that market can-
not be the main actor in the process.

It is people, traditions, history,
proverbs, sights, smells, weddings,

births, and humor. It seems that we
have once again unleashed forces we
have been unable to control.

Collective issues also need to be
better addressed. One is ‘blue gold.’
Water can be lives most precious
commodity. Water is to be treated as
a key resource for economic and
social development with emphasis
placed on managing water demands,
and water quality and in the interest
of the whole community.

The region also accounts for 60
percent of world desalination capac-
ity but that option is only open to oil
rich countries. The region is highly
urbanized. Withdrawals in Yemen,
for example, already exceed renew-
able supplies. Population growth and
economic development were over-
whelmed. Issues of efficiency, allo-
cation and water quality should be
urgently addressed. To mine ground
water may be justified for now. But it
cannot continue indefinitely.

Yemen’s great reserves of man
power are best kept on the land.
Restoration and improvement of
degraded land in the highlands,
improvements in storage, and appli-
cation of water and elementary
inputs that enable farmers to raise
production on existing fields are
likely to prove more rewarding.
Yemen offers broad opportunities for
many kinds of specialized agricultur-
al products, including fruits and veg-
etables that could be attractive to
innovative local investors, as well as
foreigners. Conditions also favor
specialized livestock, poultry, and
fish farming. Food processing for
domestic used and export has a good
potential for expansion. Once set
into notion economic growth feeds
itself.

There should not be a balance of
power but community of power, not
organized rivalries. but organized
peace.

The Road

Ahead

Enhancing
Quality
Productivity

By RAIDAN A. AL-SAQQAF

r_saqqaf@hotmail.com

mproving organizational per-

formance has always been a

burden in business manage-

ment. Nevertheless, a tech-

nique called
Accomplishment through goal set-
ting or Management By Objectives
(MBO), can help in the process.
MBO means setting goals and stan-
dards for employees to reach or
achieve identified objectives. The
basic idea behind this concept is that
a person’s conscious intentions regu-
late his or her actions. For example if
a salesman sets a goal of making
three sales calls on new clients in a
particular day, he will tend to
achieve that goal. Simply put, you
have an objective and you intend to
achieve it.

And so, you can use this technique
in stimulating more productivily in
your organization and hence enhance
the overall performance. This
includes giving your employees
clear and easy to understand goals
and methods to help them achieve
these goals. The more challenging
these goals are; the more people will
stretch themselves in order to meet
them and perform better. In other
words, as efforts increases, better
productivity and its associated
rewards will also increase.

However, goals like do your best
or give it your best shor may not be
as effective as specific goals,
because such generalized goals
when assigned by a manager pres-
sures employees behaviors to the
extent that they consciously accept
these goals. This brings out the need
for more specific goals that include
more elaboration about ‘what is

exactly needed.
Setting specific goals also helps in
better performance evaluation.

Although many people dislike being
measured, setting specific goals
helps the management in productivi-
ty assessment by providing more
concise information with the help of
two dimensional performance meas-
urements; i.e. the rate of goal achiev-
ing and the quality through which
these goals have been achieved.

On the other hand, another con-
cept called Quality at the Source has
been introduced in order to help in
delegating authority and responsibil-
ity for enhancing quality productivi-
ty. It means that workers are made
responsible to produce output of per-
fect quality. In other words, employ-
ees are put at the driver’s seat in con-
trolling productivity and ensuring
maximum quality.

The Important thing in this con-
cept is that employees should have
an inner urge to ensure that objec-
tives are met and quality is assured.
The role Managers play in theses
concepts is the role of specific goal
formulation, inspection and provid-
ing feedback: Goals should be clear-
ly formulated and employees should
receive  frequent  performance
reviews and feedback about their
work and their progress towards
their goals. In addition to that, posi-
tive feedback will generate a fecling
of success and self-confidence in the
employees, and hence they would
become increasingly involved in the
job.

Endnote: Setting specific chal-
lenging goals for employees help
them in enhancing productivity and
provide for better quality control
with the help of feedback.
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Opinion

Words of Wisdom
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" The Republic of Yemen is an example of
a nation trying the (win
transformation. Democratization
proceeds along with economic reform.
Unfortunately, the perception is that
the economic reforms are not doing
well. Unemployment, especially among
the young, is growing; poverty is hitting
hard leading to serious malnutrition;
the infrastructure is falling apart due to
lack of maintenance; inflation
continues to haunt Yemenis, especially
the fixed and/or low income people; etc.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR
OPINION

The moment of truth has
come concerning the war

ecisive
days

. his week, a major event will take place in
\the Security Council in New York City.
The US-British-Spanish resolution propos-
al is to be presented tomorrow for voting,
and upon that, the war’s fate will be decid-
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ed.

Even though many Arabs and Muslims hope that the
resolution will not pass, it will still not prevent the war
from occurring. But if we look at the possible scenarios,
we will realize that the US will be isolated if this hap-
pens. When most council members refuse to join the
US-British campaign, they will be forcing the US to go
it alone, unless a crazy decision by the Blair government
is taken to join the US any way without international
legitimacy.

I remember a few programs I watched on a number of
US channels lately calling for the Isolation of France if
it exercises its veto power in the Security Council. But
if it doesn’t need to do so because of lack of majority
votes supporting the other side, it is the US which will
be isolating itself from the world.

Looking at the global picture we will realize that no
matter what reasons the US administration is presenting
to justify its war, citizens of the world will still see it as
an illegal invasion of another country. Whether people
think it is for oil or not is another topic. But the US will
be uniting the world against the war, especially if we
take into consideration the possible withdrawal of the
alliance supporting the US including the UK and Spain
because it is difficult to believe that they would go for
war without international legitimacy by the Security
council, which is the very thing they along with Colin
Powel have been calling for on many occasions.

No matter how we see it, it is obvious that tomorrow’s
vote will be crucial for Iraq, the region, and the new
world order. It is quite amazing to see how the US is
pushing for this war despite worldwide opposition, and
it is also difficult to understand how the US measured
the possible risk of involving in such a long-term war
against a Muslim nation.

How will it all evolve is truly a mystery.

But all we need to do, is wait and see...

The Editor

Arabs...

Haunted with the past

By YAZAN AL-SAGHIRY
YAZANONLINE @ HOTVOICE.COM

he funny thing about us
|—Arabs — is worshiping our
past dates and occasions.
When it comes to our dig-
nified history, we all start
boasting, delivering speeches and
telling stories about that date when
Arabs did this and that to a state which
might be vanished many centuries ago!

In fact, there is no problem in
remembering our history at all-expect
the fact, we are a real shame on it, but
the problem occurs in not memorizing
dates of our present events. Can any
one tell me when did the massacre of
Al-Haram Al- Ibrahimy Al-Sheriff hap-
pen? Very few people would memorize
that it was on 25 February, and those
who know are all Arabs or Muslims,
because most of Europeans and
Americans don’t know about such a
massacre at all, on the contrary, U.S.A
kept reminding us of September the
11th to the extent that no one on earth
can ever forget the date of the most hor-
rible terrorist action happened to U.S.A
in its all “short” history. To be brief, I
think it is the time to wake up from this
history coma and keep remembering
and reminding the world of very impor-
tant date; February the 15th although it
was made by non- Arab hand!

It is the date when the whole world
protested and shouted in one loud clear

voice against the U.S policy, which was
characterized by rudeness and disre-
spect to 5.5 Billions people living
around. Because, this policy believes
that America is the center of the world
and the others are margins. It is a god-
dess and the others are its own shadows
that must follow and obey. The world
on 15 February delivered direct mas-
sage to U.S.A “enough, enough of mar-
ginalizing us”.

Anyone who thinks that demonstra-
tions were staged only for the sake of
Iraq is very mistaken. They were a nor-
mal result for hundreds of accumulated
irresponsible actions and selfish behav-
ior by the U.S.A administrations, since
the unfortunate collapse of former
USSR. Iraq is just one link of an end-
less chain. But, the Iraqi problem made
an international challenge especially
after the security council resolution
No’1441’ showing clearly the ugly and
ruthless face of U.S.A, which was hid-
ing behind the mask of “September the
11th Martyr”. It is the face that has
every right to marginalize great
nations like Germany and France to *
the old Europe” as the U.S Defense
Secretary described them for their hon-
orable positions during Iraqi crisis,
without paying any consideration to the
fact that these two nations are history
and present markers and they are going
to be the future makers as well; despite
what Uncle Sam Administration thinks.
Besides, it is the face that wants to pun-

ish Iraq for a reason no one is sure or
even convinced about it, and at the
same time, supporting Israel which vio-
lates 500 resolutions of the U.N, 51 of
them were made by the Security
Council itself. Not to mention, it refus-
es to sign the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT). While it definitely has
nuclear, chemical, Biological and mass
destruction weapons!

Nevertheless, Gondaleeza Rice (U.S
National Security Adviser) made state-
ments after the huge demonstrations by
one single day saying ‘those marches
are not going to pressure US.A to
avoid the war if U.S wanted to strike
Iraq’! Only an irresponsible adminis-
tration refuses to fulfill six hundred
cities fair demands for world peace,
especially when we know that 100 of
the cities were in U.S.A and about 55%
of the rest where in its allies (England,
Spain, Australia etc..)

Finally, I'll quote from Mr. Bush
himself “ The Game Is Over”, but it is
to U.S.A not to Iraq. The world is not
fooled any more by the clownish justi-
fications for doing horrible things to
innocent people using the shining title
‘fighting terrorism’, especially when
the terrorism becomes marked by
‘Made In U.S.A".

15 February was a real referendum
for what U.S.A did, does and attempt to
do. Those Millions of 11th has become
certainly the monster of February the
15th.
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Why can’t we

By Fahmia al-Fotih

ne of the secrets of success
. and prosperity in developed
| countries is planning. They
really plan for everything
so their life is ordered.

They plan not only for themselves and
the time being but also for their grand
and great-grand children and future. But
we Arabs plan for nothing, or if there is
planning, it’s just for our day and time
being and not beyond our nose.

That thought has come to my mind
much because of what I meet and see
everyday.

Let’s for example begin from our per-
sonal life. Most of us don’t plan for our
careers. Instead we let random events
govern everything around us.

Another example is when one of us
gets married. He sees that he wants to be
married and enjoy his short time without
considering the big responsibility of this
contract, without thinking if he really can
provide a good life for his coming chil-
dren and how he can bring them up well
and provide them a better life instead of a
day they will curse, wishing to be dead
and not ever born. One has dozens of
children without paying attention to the
life they will have, what kind of educa-
tion, science and technology they will get
and what future they will live in.

We do not plan for ourselves, so how
can we plan for our children? We leave
everything to the chance as a ship among

Progress

a sea that a storm plays with. We do not
know and cannot expect what life or hell
our generations are going to live in.

Take another example. It is common to
see day and night main streets dug up
either to expand its size or to mend and
replace modern sewage systems and put
in telephone lines, causing many prob-
lems for the traffic movements and peo-
ple.

Our streets are planned, if they are, to
serve only few years without taking into
consideration the public services as elec-
tricity, water, telephone and the proper
sewage system to be arranged together,
without consideration the needs of future
and the continuous increasing growth of
the population that associated with
increasing number of cars and vehicles.

Let’s talk about something else where
planning is also missing.

Regarding to terrorist acts, starting
from the USS Cole blast in 2000, to the
killing the American aids workers in
Jibla, I would like to know what are the
benefits we get behind doing such acts?

Obviously there is no planning at all.
On contrary we get hurt and have bad
reputation dragged in so many problems.

I find it hard to believe even the 11
September attacks were committed by
Arabs, because they were well-planned
to achieve evil goals later on especially
against Arab and Muslims. Planning is
not a trait of Arabs and Muslims.

Let’s turn to our brothers in the Gulf
region.

plan?

Gulf countries have not ever thought
or planned how to exploit the massive oil
fields and have never planned how they
can benefit from them to build and guar-
antee a bright future for their coming
generation.

Have they planned for a technological
and scientific future? Have they planned
to face the day when oil is gone? What
are they going to leave for their future
generations? The tall beautiful buildings
or the foreign imported goods and
dependency?

On the contrary, we find them using
this gift of oil to fight their brothers to
wage war against them. To foil tanks and
plans to attack brotherly countries instead
of using it to solve their problems and
help at least the Palestinian case that has
been hanging on for more than 50 years.

Now America has clear plan to control
the region and get the richest oil area in
the world, submitted on a golden dish.
America cannot be blamed as it plans for
a better future and it guarantees the future
of its generations who are going to live
luxurious lives, of course, on Arab
wealth!

And we are among whirlwind, know-
ing nothing, and cannot do anything but
witness the blackest era in the Arab his-
tory. They cannot really plan how to get
rid of all their problems, as they are
always good at planning just against their
brothers.

Now, can you think for a while and
establish your own plans? Start now.

Lettens tothe Editan Letters tothe Editon

Scottish view of Yemen

have just recently visited

my husband who is cur-
rently working in Sana’a.
My visit was originally for
one week, but I extended it
to three, as I have become so
very fond of your lovely
country.

Due to all the publicity we
receive back home, which
unfortunately isn’t all good, I
was quite apprehensive
about  visiting  Yemen.
However, not waiting to
miss the chance of a lifetime
by making my first ever visit
to the Middle East and being
an  inquisitive  Scottish
female, I just had to come on
this trip.

During my lifetime I have
met many people from all
walks of life, creeds and cul-
tures, but the people of the
Yemen are by far the most
hospitable, friendly and
charming I have ever met.

Even the guards at the var-
ious checkpoints I had to

encounter on my visits to the
different surrounding vil-
lages were very polite and
obliging.

At this moment in time the
whole of our planet is expe-
riencing many different con-
flicts due to the foolishness
of the powers in control. It is
my sincere wish that the peo-
ple of Yemen continue to
hold onto their traditions and
culture which they should be
proud of and which many of
us could learn fron

Hoping to return to your
country soon and wishing
your people much happiness
for the future in such diffi-
cult times.

Millicent Coutts
Millie_c_@hotinail.com

Memories of Sanaa
Inm a Briton currently liv-
ing in the US. T used to
work in Sanaa back in the
early ‘80’s. I recall my mem-
ories when T worked at the
“BMW" agency on the air-

port road. The owner’s name
escapes me, but I'm sure his
first name was Mohamed. I
would very much like to
know if the place still exists
and if the owner, whom I
spoke about, is the same guy
still running it.

I used to work on the pres-
ident’s armed cars and all the
police cars and motorbikes. I
know it has been a while, but
I found your website by
chance and it brought back a
lot of happy memories, so
thanks for that at least.

Kevin Dean
ookevinl 6@msn.com

I’d go further

Iagrce with your editorial

to the extent that you took
it, but [ would go further.

After the fall of the
Ottoman Empire, the Arab
world was left open to exter-
nal exploitation, principally
by the French and British.
After World War II, as the
French and British left, the

Arab world and its heritage
of tribalism was left to
despots. That is where we
find ourselves today. But for
despots to remain in power
and to oppress the citizenry,
there must be an external
enemy. That enemy is the
state of Israel and anyone
who supports it.

So it behooves the Arab
peoples to recognize that
when Iraq invaded Iran, it
had nothing to do with
Israel. And when Iraq invad-
ed Kuwait and Saudi Arabia,
it had nothing to do with
Israel. The civil war in
Lebanon had nothing to do
with Isracl. Nor does the
conflict between Egypt and
the Sudan have anything to
do with Israel. And the vari-
ous border disputes between
Saudi Arabia and its neigh-
bors have anything to do
with Israel. It has only been
the interests of oppressive
Arab regimes to continually
demonize srael and reward

’ By Hassan Al-Haifi

isdom and

reason vs.
bombs and
breadcrumbs

hile reflecting on all the mess that the
Moslem World, in general and the Arab
World, in particular are in these days, it
goes without saying that the political
backwardness of the region leaves a lot
It is this backwardness that has been the
cause of all our past and present demise, and for God Al-
Mighty just looking the other way, when it comes to con-
sidering our plight. Unfortunately, in the wake of the
recent meetings of the extraordinary Ordinary (no one is
sure what it is!) Summit Conference of the Arab League
and the Emergency Session of the Moslem World
Conference, it seems that the leadership of this once great
nation has yet to wake up to the eminent threat that faces
the Moslem World in general and the Arab World in par-
ticular. The leaders were there all showing that they have
not even gotten beyond the age of puberty, as they sat
there wrangling and fighting, without realizing, the dan-
gerous menace that has taken over the America leadership.
America is going to come into the region to unleash its
vengeance. Mind you, we are not talking about just Iraq,
for Iraq is just the launching ground for full domination of
the region to make “sure that another 9/11 never arises”.
That is exactly what Mr. George W. Bush seemed to imply
in his news conference Thursday, in which he revealed a
new brand of American leadership that, frankly speaking,
has never been brought to the surface before. Mr. Bush
shoved aside all international opinion and all sense of rea-
son, insisting that his decision is clearly a personal one
that does not rest on any common sense or logical rea-
soning.

Yes, Iraq is the beginning of a program to punish the
whole region it seems for 9/11 and Mr. George Bush has
made it clear during his news conference last Thursday
Evening that 9/11 is the driving mechanism for all his
forthcoming decisions, even if the whole world becomes
aflame. Ask him about North Korea, or the continuous
bloodshed in Palestine unleashed by his Zionist pals. On
the latter, he will tell you that his friend Sharon is doing all
right in Mr. Bush’s view, and all he has is praise and con-
gratulations for his friend Ariel Sharon for every
Palestinian lying dead. On the former, he will tell you that
we do not have time now for Korean A. bombs as there are
just too many Moslems out there in this world and we
have to do all we can to protect ourselves against them
with advance, preventive punitive action, even before any
crime is done. He also talked about protecting America’s
friends in the area, which so far for Mr. Bush has only
meant Ariel Sharon and his band of Zionist thugs in the
area, who are having the time of their life with a White
House license to kill, maim and destroy the Palestinian
people and do away with their existence altogether.

Notwithstanding what the allies and conscientious
friends of the United States have suggested to the
American President, Mr. Bush continues on the unusually
unfavorable arrogant stand he has taken against all efforts
to bring reason and common sense back into American
foreign policy. We are not sure how much destruction and
killings Mr. Bush will aspire for, before he is satisfied that
revenge has been consummated for “9/11”. However it is
for certain that the road Mr. Bush has been goaded to by
his many Zionist friends is neither healthy for the Untied
States or the rest of the world, or even the relatives of the
victims of 9/11 themselves, who have also taken to the
streets to protest the arrogant course which Mr. Bush has
decided to trek on in their name! Time and again, we have
pointed out that the perpetrators of 9/11 are as distant from
Islam as anyone can get and we testify more than anyone
else that they have done a great disservice to Islam, for
which neither their Moslem brothers or God Al-Mighty
Himself will ever forgive them. But this summary pun-
ishment which Mr. Bush is conjuring up is surely not in
keeping with civilized rational thinking. Surely Mr. Bush
would be wiser to display a greater degree of responsible
world leadership than to hedge his bets for the next
Presidential Elections playing on the kind of sentiments
that one thought have disappeared from the American
psyche since the cultural reawakening that America wit-
nessed in the late 1960s/early 1970s. Moreover, to add
more humiliation to this war mongering, Mr. Bush went
on to reveal that after he has finished eliminating God only
knows how many thousands of Iraqis and possibly people
of other areas, he has 55,000 tons of grain ready to go to
feed, whoever survives his process of annihilation. Mr.
Bush would be wise to listen to America’s French allies,
who must be at least remembered for the backing that they
gave the founding fathers of the United States. After all
without such backing, America might still today be taking
orders from London, rather than the other way around.
9/11 should never be an excuse for killing all sense of ide-
alism and all hopes for a peaceful and prosperous world
and for eliminating the prevalence of wisdom and reason.

to be desired.

the families of Palestinian Israel to the table for reason-

suicide bombers. Until this

practice ends, there can be
no progress.

The Arab states have the
ability and resources to stop
the suicide bombings, and
the rocket and mortar attacks
by the Palestinians which
will end the Isracli retalia-
tions. The West also has the
ability and resources to force

able negotiations for peace-
ful coexistence with a
Palestinian state.

Efforts from both sides are
required. but it must begin
with those  dictatorial
regimes whose very exis-
tence would then be threat-
ened.

Marvin C Cruzan
meruzan@mno-net.com
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Revolt against Blair explodes across U.K.

By MARK BURDMAN
FoR THE EXECUTIVE INTELLIGENCE
REVIEW

s British Prime Minister
Tony Blair constantly
repeats his intention for
war against Iraq, side by

. b side with the Bush
Administration, the revolt against his
war policy grows, by leaps and bounds,
throughout the population and institu-
tions of Great Britain. Whether this
national rebellion will be strong enough
to topple Blair in the immediate days
ahead is not clear, but it may well be
intense enough to force him to opt out
from the war drive, at the risk of being
heaved out of office for having dragged
Britain into an insane and unpopular
war.

What went in the debate

The most dramatic expression of the
mood of revolt occurred in the House
of Commons, during the seven-hour
debate on Iraq policy on Feb. 26. When
the government put forward a resolu-
tion to support Blair’s policies, but
couched in such anodyne terms as to
make it seem like he was just imple-
menting the intent of the United
Nations, more than 120 Members of
Parliament of Blair’s own Labour Party
voted against the resolution. Even more
telling, was that when an amendment
was put forward stating that “the case
for war is not yet made,” 199 MPs, well
more than one-third of the House, voted
for it. This included 121 Labour dissi-
dents, but also 13 MPs from the oppo-
sition Conservative Party (whose lead-
ership fully backs the Bush
Administration, on Iraq) and 52 Liberal
Democrats, as well as MPs from small
parties.

The headlines of the next day’s
British papers said it all. The pro-war,
Rupert Murdoch-owned Times head-
lined, “Labour Mutiny Leaves Blair
Out on a Limb: Case for War Rejected
in Biggest-Ever Government
Rebellion,” and commented that this
was “the biggest revolt against any
governing party in Parliamentary histo-
ry.” Accompanying this was a cartoon
showing Blair and Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw lying bloodied on the floor
of the House of Commons, with anti-
war signs strewn all around. The
Labour-linked Guardian headlined,
“Rebels’ Vote Stuns Blair: Biggest Ever
Revolt Against a Government,” and
commented, “Tony Blair's Iraqi war
strategy was shaken to the core.” An
accompanying front-page article- was
headlined “Parliament Has Seen
Nothing Like It ... .” quoting Oxford
academic and constitution expert David
Butler, “There has been nothing
remotely comparable in the past 100
years.”

Indeed, the British House of
Commons has rarely seen such emotive
and substantive interventions, on a mat-
ter of world-historical importance. The
opposition went far beyond the 30-40
Labour anti-war stalwarts who vote
against wars with some regularity, but
extended to Labour centrists and for-
mer Blair Cabinet ministers. One of

them, Chris Smith, was the co-sponsor,
with former Conservative Party
Minister Douglas Hogg, of the amend-
ment. He warned the Commons, that
“the timetable for war appears to be
determined by the decisions of the
President of the United States, and not
by the logic of events.” Former Health
Minister Frank Dobson, a Labour mod-
erate, told the gathering, “I am simply
not convinced, that all-out military
action in Iraq can be justified at this
time, and on the scale envisaged.” He
then accused the United States of
“beginning to behave like a maverick
state,” and warned that an Iraq war
would be a boost to the “right-wing
United States unilateralists, who think
that the new world order should consist
of them issuing the orders.”

Other prominent Conservatives
joined in, including former Agriculture
Minister John Gummer and former
Chancellor of the Exchequer Kenneth
Clarke. The latter is particularly cru-
cial, as he is, behind the scenes, making
a bid to replace the hapless, pro-war
Iain Duncan-Smith, as Conservative
Party leader.

In ““endless trouble”

The day after the debate, EIR spoke
to Labour MP Tam Dalyell, longest-
serving MP (Father of the House of
Commons), and the most persistent
opponent, in the House, of a new Iraq
war. He stated that Blair will be in
“endless trouble,” if he persists in push-
ing for war, and that the new element in
the situation, will be increasing ques-
tioning from the British military servic-
es, about “why we should risk our lives,
for such an unpopular war.” According
to Dalyell, “The significance of what
happened yesterday is that this was the
biggest dissent, in British
Parliamentary history, from a govern-
ing party. A lot of it has to do with the
growing feeling that America and
Britain are looking for excuses for war,
while Iraq seems to be trying to avoid a
war.”

Dalyell emphatically agreed with
Lyndon LaRouche, that this war “is not
inevitable, and can be stopped.” In his
view, what is now extremely important,
is that there be maximal publicity,
throughout the United States, of the
resistance to the war in Britain. He said
it would be extremely important, if
matters come to that point, that Russia,
France. and China combine, to veto any
new United Nations resolution author-
izing war, and stand firm against any
U.S. threats of reprisals, in response to
a of the veto.

Echoing Dalyell’'s sense of what
impact the Feb. 26 Parliament events
might have transatlantically, Liberal
Democrat leader Charles Kennedy
affirmed that the fact that the Blair gov-
ernment “has failed to persuade a third
of the House of Commons ... sends a
potent signal to the government of both
Britain and the United States.”

Disconnection and de-selection

Alan Simpson, an MP traditional
“Old Labour,” made a vital point,
which indicates what is happening on a
national level. While charging that “we
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appear to produce dossiers of mass
deceptions™ and insisting that Cabinet
ministers listen to “our other allies,”
like France and Germany, who assert
that “we need inspections, not inva-
sions,” Simpson stressed that the war
rhetoric of the Blair government and its
supporters had created a “real low
point” in British politics. Indeed, “it
marks a sense of the disconnect of this
House from the society we claim to
represent.”

That so many MPs did come around
to oppose Blair’s war policy reflects a
massive anti-Iraq war mood in the
British population, exemplified by the
Feb. 15 outpouring of some 2 million in
the streets of London, against the war,
as well as tens of thousands demon-
strating in Glasgow and Belfast. Since
then, as confirmed to EIR by Dalyell
and others in Britain, a growing number
of Blair loyalists within the Labour
Party have been facing procedures of
“de-selection” from their home con-
stituents, which means that they are
being replaced, or threatened with
replacement, because of their pro-war
position. In one case, a Labour official
faced his constituency at a local gather-
ing of 150 people, and found himself
the only person in the room, who sup-
ported the rush to war against Iraq!

Papal meeting backfires

But given the power of elite struc-
tures in the United Kingdom, what is
even more threatening for Blair, is the
intensity of opposition to war being
expressed by senior elements of this
establishment, in the spheres of reli-
gion, military, diplomacy, and intelli-
gence, and extending into the monarchy
itself, as indicated by recent reports that
royal heir Prince Charles is opposing
the Bush-Blair policy.

From the domain of religion, a joint
statement of opposition to a new war
was issued on Feb. 21, by Archbishop
of Canterbury Rowan Williams, the
head of the Church of England (whose
Supreme Governor is Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II) and Cardinal
Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, the head of
the British Catholic Church. This
immediately preceded the rebuff Blair
received, in Rome on Feb. 22, from
Pope John Paul II, during their 15-
minute meeting. This has knocked the
props out from Blair’s pompous efforts
to portray himself as the arbiter of
morality on the planet, and to portray
aggression against Iraq as a “just war,”
in traditional Christian terms. After his
rebuff at the Vatican, the Times ran a
biting cartoon, showing him approach-
ing God, who is angrily pointing his
finger at the British Prime Minister, and
exclaiming, “This is not the time for a
leadership challenge!”

At the Vatican, the Holy Father was
reportedly distressed, not only by
Blair’s pro-war arguments as such, but
by the British Prime Minister’s attempt
to usurp the prerogative of the Pope, as
a leading moral-spiritual spokesman in
the world. Additionally, according to
the Mail on Sunday on Feb. 23, the
Vatican was “angry” at the decision by
Blair’s 10 Downing Street to suppress
all public reportage of the contentious
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nature of the meeting, and at the arro-
gant lectures by Blair aides to Vatican
representatives about how to handle the
British press. An irate Vatican
spokesman told the paper: “We have
our own way of doing things. We were
not going to let them tell us what to
do.”

Pope says avoid war

Notably, Vatican spokesman Joaquin
Navarro-Valls put out a terse statement
on the meeting between the two men,
emphasizing the Pope’s insistence that
an Iraq war be avoided. On Feb. 23, the
Pope further distanced himself from
Blair, in his Sunday Angelus, when he
called on the major religions to work
together to avoid war, and called on
people of all faiths to fast for peace, on
March S5, Ash Wednesday, the first day
of Lent.

The Mail on Sunday summed up,
that the Blair initiative to meet and
convince the Pope, had “backfired.”

Thatcher aides break ranks

As for military and diplomatic elites,
what is perhaps most breathtaking is
the intensity of opposition to the war
among former aides to Conservative
Prime Ministers Margaret Thatcher
(1979-90) and John Major (1992-97).
This is especially so, as Her Barrenness
continues to rave and rant for war.

Of the former Tory government offi-
cials who have spoken out against the
present war plans, almost all were
actively involved in the 1991 Gulf War:

* Lord Wright, who, from 1986-91,
was Permanent Undersecretary of State
and Head of the Diplomatic Service, in
which positions he effectively ran the
Foreign and Commonwealth Service,
on a day-by-day basis.

* Sir Michael Quinlan, from 1988-92,
Permanent Undersecretary of State at
the Ministry of Defense, who ran the
MOD on a day-to-day basis.

* Lord Hurd, from 1989-95, Foreign
Secretary.

* Lord Bramall, from 1982-85, i.e.,
the period beginning with the conflict
known in Britain as the “Falklands
War,” Chief of the Defense Staff, there-
by head of all the British Armed Forces.

* Maj. Gen. Patrick Cordingley,
Commander of British Forces during
the 1991 Gulf War.

* Sir Harold Walker, from 1990-91,
Ambassador to Iraq, before and during
the the Gulf War.

Why only Iraq
is not abiding?
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During the last week of February,
Cordingley, Hurd, and Walker all
issued strong critiques of Bush-Blair
Iraq war plans.

Will scandals topple Blair?

As for the British intelligence servic-
es, MI5 and MI6, informed sources tell
EIR that leading figures in those agen-
cies are “furious with Blair,” especially
after the recent caper, in which the
British government, during the week of
Feb. 3, released a “Dossier on Iragi
Deception,” claimed to be based on
intelligence agencies’ efforts, but actu-
ally mainly derived from a plagiarized
academic’s 2002 study on Iraq, pub-
lished in a disreputable Israeli journal,
in which the academic had used infor-
mation that was 12 years old.

One continental Europe-based
British source told EIR on Feb. 25:
“For the first time since 1945, the intel-
ligence services are against a war that
Britain is supposed to fight. They are
looking for a way to punish Blair, after
what Blair did to them. MI6 and MI5
are furious at Blair. You must under-
stand, these people are extremely egois-
tic. But now, they face the ultimate
humiliation—of looking like fools,
before the French secret services. What
could be worse, in their eyes?”

He and other sources stress that such
furious intelligence professionals may
contrive now, to come up with one or
more scandals, to topple Blair, if he
persists on the war course. There are a
wide range of scandals that have
already received public attention, or are
capable of soon erupting. ,

The most high-profile of these is the
“Cheriegate” scandal, which was the
subject of a one-hour broadcast on
BBC-TV. This involves, primarily,
Tony Blair’s wife Cherie’s involvement
with Peter Foster, a convicted con-man,
used for buying private Blair real
estate, but also involves Cherie’s impli-
cation in a strange “New Age” network,
centering around her personal guru
Carole Caplin, Foster’s girlfriend.

Otherwise, investigators are looking
into allegations that present or former
Blair Cabinet ministers have been
involved in pedophilia; indications that
Blair intimates have been engaged in
illicit money-laundering activities with
fellow war supporter Italian Prime
Minister Silvio Berlusconi; allegations
that Blair has received substantial per-
sonal bribes, to join with the United
States in war with Iraq; and assertions
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of repeated Blair/’"New Labour” politi-
cal favors to leading Labour contribu-
tors.

As one London source stated on Feb.
25: “Scandals are the way that the pow-
ers-that-be usually ease a Prime
Minister out of power in this country.
Such a move against Blair, is a possi-
bility.”

Emergency moves

Under such conditions, Blair and his
entourage may take drastic action, in
the direction of declaring a national
emergency, militarizing the country,
and crushing all dissent, under wartime
conditions. Some weeks ago, they had
unleashed such a process, perhaps as a
test run for something sinister later,
with a non-stop barrage of reports of
imminent terrorist threats, and high-
profile arrests of alleged terrorists—
none of which amounted to anything.

Now, the British Treasury, the day
before the Feb. 26 Parliament debate,
released a “Green Paper,” affirming
that the Treasury, together with military
units, may move in to take over all City
of London financial operations under
conditions of “emergency,” “extreme
situations,” and “economic meltdown.”

One City of London source said that
two factors have prodded the Blair
entourage to make such an extraordi-
nary move. One is their typical “man-
agement of psychology,” in this case, to
engineer “a mood for war,” and to “cre-
ate an emergency atmosphere,” in a
population that is reluctant, skeptical
about, and/or opposed to this war. The
other, is that British financial elites may
be aware of an imminent risk of “sys-
temic financial meltdown,” caused by
the collapse of the deeply troubled
insurance sector, or by sensational
news that may soon break about the
damage caused by recent waves of cor-
porate bond defaults, the extent of
which damage has been covered up,
until now, by clever accounting tricks.

The plunge toward an insane war,
and the danger of systemic financial
collapse, are integrally related. The
only sane way to deal with these, is by
preventing the insane war, and carrying
out the “New Bretton Woods” global
reorganization proposed by Lyndon
LaRouche. Blair himself is committed
to the course of lunacy. But it is to be
hoped, that the extraordinary develop-
ments now occurring in Britain, will
stop him in his tracks. This, in turn,
may deter Bush from war.

Bouthaina Shaaban IHT
International Herald Tribune

_tseems to be no coincidence that

Iraqi songs are invariably

melancholic and sad. The justifi-

| cation, Iragis say, is that “our

history is rife with injustices.”

Their future does not seem to be more
promising.

On the eve of the UN arms inspec-
tors’ second report to the United
Nations, and with America apparently
determined to attack Iraq no matter
what, the Iraqis seem to face further
injustices that may be more horrifying
than anything that has so far befallen
them.

From the beginning of time Iraq has
offered humanity some of its richest
civilizations. It is the land of
Mesopotamia and of the Code of
Hammurabi, the oldest human law. To

Better look before you leap

Bush risks a Mideast inferno

the people of the region, it is baffling
that Iraq - whose people had been
renowned as the best readers in the
Arab world and which produces the
best intellects - should become a testing
ground for the latest missiles and
weaponry.

To speak only of Saddam Hussein
and the Iraqi regime is to ignore more
than 20 million Iragi people whose
lives have been reduced to a subhuman
level by the cruel and unfair sanctions
that have been imposed on the country.
Iraq has not only oil but also civiliza-
tion, a rich history and a people who
will be irreparably harmed if a war is
launched against their country.

The international community,
including the American people, has
expressed poignantly its opposition to a
war. [ would like to pay tribute in par-
ticular to the relatives of the victims of
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks who came

all the way to Baghdad to express their
rejection of the war option. One of
them said, “I lost my brother in the
attacks of Sept. 11, and I do not want
any human being to suffer such a loss.”

This is what our humanity represents
at its best. If only the American gov-
ernment could rise up to the example of
the citizens it is supposed to represent
and save Iraq, the region and the entire
humanity the devastating consequences
of unnecessary aggression.

Most people of the region feel that
the Bush administration behaves as if
the Middle East is a region without
people, or as if its people are without
human rights and as if their lives, secu-
rity and sovereign rights are worth
nothing but to satisfy certain ideologi-
cal designs that are in the minds of
some leaders in Washington.

The statements of President George
W. Bush and some of his senior offi-

cials in this regard have invited both
amazement and anger. It was baffling
to watch Bush threaten the United
Nations that it will become insignifi-
cant if it doesn’t support his war
against Iraq - as if he had forgotten that
the United Nations is an expression of
international will.

UN inspectors are still doing positive
work and their statements indicate that
Iraq is cooperating. The Bush adminis-
tration has called for a diplomatic solu-
tion to the crisis over North Korea's
withdrawal  from the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty, so what is the
rationale behind its rush to disarm Iraq
by carrying out a military attack?

People in the Arab world see the dis-
crepancy in the U.S. attitudes to Iraq
and to North Korea as yet more proof
that the Bush administration is moved
by religious hatred toward Arabs. It is
also strongly believed here that Israel is

the driving force behind the unjustified
plan to attack Iraq, especially as the
lack of respect that Israel has always
shown to the role of the United Nations
is slowly but steadily leaking into state-
ments by senior American officials.
No one here believes that the Bush
administration is coming to modernize
or democratize or bring in better politi-
cal systems. After all, the policy of suc-
cessive U.S. administrations played a
vital role in supporting the same
regimes that it describes as undemocra-
tic or dictatorial.
. If the Bush administration wants to
be viewed as fair in the region, it
should support UN resolutions con-
cerning the Palestinian-Israeli conflict
and take a stand against the Israeli
occupation and settlements - and
[srael’s killing of. Palestinian women
and children, and destruction of houses
- rather than give Prime Minister Ariel

Sharon a free hand to spill so much
Palestinian blood.

Sharon’s strategy, which has plunged
Palestinians and Israelis into a cycle of
violence unprecedented in the history
of the Arab-Israeli conflict, has brought
nothing but pain to both sides. Now the
Bush administration, on the basis of a
strategy similar to Sharon’s, is on the
verge of infecting the entire region with
the same kind of violence and counter-
violence.

If it goes to war, in other words, the
United States may inadvertently
unleash an Arab-American or even a
Muslim-American conflict - with
unpredictable and, in all likelihood,
uncontainable consequences.

The writer, head of the foreign press
office at Syria’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, is author of “Both Right and
Left Handed: Arab Women Talk About
Their Lives.”
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He wants to become a renowned artist representing Yemen

Budding talent needs support

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

F--e was born hearing-
. impaired in Ukraine
| because his mother suf-
fered from German
e measles. The disease

couldn’t be detected and healed before
pregnancy because such diseases were
not common in Ukraine. “We did our best
to treat Marwan’s mother, but to no
avail,” Marwan’s father, Abduhrahman
Shugaaddeen said.

Promising talent

But Marwan has proven that even
with such a severe impairment, he can
still provide the world with marvelous
contributions. His contributions are
resembled in fine pieces of art, which
truly indicate the budding talent that he
has. His skills in drawing and painting
are spectacular. Plastic art is what he
loves most. With more than 2,000 paint-
ings, he was able to shock his family,
friends and relatives.

“Marwan began drawing when he

was four years old.” his father tells us.
His old and new paintings are all being
kept with him in an archive. Many of
them are of prominent Arab leaders,
Yemeni social figures, landscapes, cars,
and traditional Yemeni architecture. Not
only that, but his paintings and sketches
include details that could be truly aston-
ishing even for expert painters.

Since his infancy, Marwan has
showed interest in cars, and gradually he
began painting every new or old car
model he would see.

Despite his disability, he has good
inclination towards everything new and
beautiful, and he would convey mes-
sages to others of the things he loves or
hates using his pencil and brushes to
bring to a life a lively and wonderful
portrait.

Can his dream be fulfilled?

However, it is unfortunate that not
many organizations or establishments -
foreign or local- have expressed their
desire to encourage or help Marwan
achieve his dreams of becoming a pro-
fessional artist. His father left no stone
unturned to find means of providing
Marwan with proper education in a spe-
cialized school for teaching the disabled
so as when he graduates, he could be
accepted in a college that teaches pro-
fessional paintings. “There are no decent
specialized schools for the handicapped
in Yemen. Thus I do fear for his aca-
demic future” Marwans'’s father said.

“If there are such schools, then you
would find no supervision or interest in
enhancing them to rise to international
standards or at least to meet the lowest
acceptable standards.” he added.

Indeed, many have complained that
no qualified cadres exist in those schools
and even the curriculum taught is not
good enough.

In order to assist handicapped talented
children in enhancing their talents,
skills, and abilities, the society and gov-
emment should take greater measures to
train cadres to be able to handle their
jobs more adequately.

“Not only that.” the father comment-
ed. “The government needs to provide
those teachers more financial incentives
and better salaries, because only then

will they be loyal to their professions
and abide by high standards.”

Moments of inspiration

Marwan'’s talents are exposed to the
maximum when the atmosphere is calm
and peaceful. Only then will he demon-
strate his abilities in painting various
pieces that turn out to be marvels. “I
realized that Marwan has no specific
time to paint. I am sometimes taken by
surprise when I find that Marwan pro-
duced yet another interesting sketch of
anything. Yes indeed, in his paintings,
anything is expected.” Abdulrahman
said.

“He likes to be alone when painting.
Sometimes, he gets inspired in the mid-
dle of the night and starts painting
immediately... How wonderful a feeling
it is when you see your son lying on his
bed early in the morning next to a com-
pletely spectacular painting, which he
painted the earlier night.”

Equal treatment

Something unique about Marwan'’s
family among many families with dis-
abled children is that it treats all its
members equally, including Marwan.
“He is placed on equal footing as his
brother Rasheed, and never has his dis-
ability made us treat him otherwise. As a
matter of fact, painting so elegantly
demonstrates that he does have peace of
mind and I am happy for him.”

deceased, Hayel Saeed.

Talent in his blood

Painting along with playing computer
games seem to be almost everything in
life for him. He can’t afford even think-
ing of the idea of staying away from his
painting brush, canvas and boards for a
single day. He is also fortunate that he
has loving, caring, and understanding
parents.

“He may be deaf, but he has a heart,
he has a mind, and he has a soul. He

Precise sketch of Odie car without neglecting shadows and minute details

Marwan, (right) along with his brother Rasheed hold the photo of the

sometimes falls in tears when watching
TV and seeing the miseries Palestinian
brothers are going through. The number
of paintings on this particular issue is
enormous.”

Exhibition sponsors needed

At the end of our visit to his home, we
saw Marwan pointing at the many
sketches and drawing hung on the walls
of his humble house and communicating
with his father using sign language. “He
says he wants to have his own exhibition
sometime in the future.” his father told
us.

Marwan, his father and his whole
family hope that an organization would
rise up to the occasion and give a help-
ing hand to Marwan by sponsoring an
painting exhibition in which he would
reveal and sell his paintings to the pub-
lic. He wants to pursue his studies
abroad after he grows up and wants to
specialize in painting.

No doubt, this talented young boy
deserves the support and help of the
world to make him believe in his dream
and encourage him to take the first step
towards becoming who could one day
become an international professional
artist representing Yemen.

M — What on earth do you think
you were doing, Mus'’ida, running
into the path of a car like that! You
were just asking to be killed! Have
you no eyes in your head, or were
you gazing at the stars?

Ma — Was | gazing at the stars! |
ask you! | never dare cross the
road until I've looked left and right
at least three fimes! | still care
about my life, you know.

M — So how come that driver went
and drove over the bag of toma-
toes and squashed them? How did
it get to be under the tyre in the
first place?

Ma — Let's just say, if the bag of
tomatoes hadn’t fallen under the
tyre on its own, that driver would
have squashed me along with the
tomatoes without giving it a sec-
ond thought! But God was merci-
ful. I took a step back, the bag of
fomatoes fell off my head into the
path of the car, and the driver went
straight over it with the front tyre. |
don't think I'll ever get over the
shock!

M - Mus'ida, if you think that
shock'll have a bad effect on you,
I'll go and heat up ihe cauterising
iron and cauterise you.

Ma - You will do no such thing!
The only one who needs fo be

Reckless driving

cauterised is that lunatic of a driv-
erl But | told him just what |
thought of him and got people to
crowd around him.

M - And what good did it do get-
ting people to crowd round him?
You'd have done better with a
stone in your hand.

Ma - It’s not a question of throwing
stones, it's a question of manners!
I'm astounded by that driver.
Rather than say, ‘Thank God
you're not hurt, dear!” he got out of
his car with a furrowed brow and
started yelling at me. You'd think |
was his mother-in-law the way he
went on. He had absolutely no
sense of shame or dignity!

M — That’s the problem, Mus'ida.
Unfortunately some drivers seem
to lack any sense of responsibility
and don't bother about behaving
well. They don’t respect the right
of the road, or pedestrians, or
have any regard for the rules of
the road, or the traffic police. They
don’t obey directions, or traffic
lights. And this recklessness, bad
manners and lack of regard for
other people is typical of ignora-
muses.

Ma ~ The description you've just
given applies perfectly to that driv-
er who almost knocked me down
and squashed my bag of tomatoes

with his tyre. But some people
would be impudent ouiside a
police station. As the Yemeni
proverb goes, ‘He who has no
sense of shame will do whatever
he wants.’

M — Exactly, having a sense of
shame is part of Islamic belief, and
is a feature of a true believer.
Respect for the road, caring for the
safety of pedestrians, sticking to
the rules of the road, and showing
respect for the traffic palice is all
part of having a sense of shame.
‘He who has no sense of shame
will do whatever he wants.’

Ma — And | found all this out first
hand! That driver is someone who
doesn’t care about any rules or
values. This type of behaviour
causes accidents which result in
tragic loss of life and damage to
property and possessions. And the
ones who bear the costs are the
family, society and the state
depariments responsible. We
can't carry on footing the bill, and
we can't sit back and let these
people get away with it. But that
Yemeni proverb sums it up nicely,
‘It's only weak donkeys that let you
down.’

Al-Akwa’, p. 136.
Al-Akwa’, p. 1091; Zayd, p. 47.

Continued from back page

...Mawza’a, the history

Dances:

Al-Rakla dance is performed by at
least two people and maximum of 20. It
is a dance in which men stand in line
holding each others hands and advance
forward raising one foot then another in
an alternating manner left and right. It is
interestingly similar to the “dabka”,
which is popular in countries in the north
of the Arabian Peninsula, especially in
Syria and Lebanon. The dance is driven
by music played with drums and flutes.

This dance is of several types includ-
ing Aseeri, Mogawari, Al-Akhthar, and
Ghazal. The beat varies from slow to
fast depending on the occasion. These
dances are performed in Al-Hugm, Al-
Muhawala, Al-A'ara, and Al-Sabeeha.

Al-Hagfa dance, on the other hand, is
one which is done by two or four men
standing in opposite rows, and the
dance is done by bending the knees and
shaking the hands in harmony with
music produced by the drums and
flutes. This dance is mostly performed
by fishers and sailors, especlallz during
their fishing season from the 13 N to the
16th of every month.

Al-Hagfa dance may be Al-Hagfa Al-
Baladi (local hagfa) or Al-Hagfa Al-
Shami (Al-Sham Hagfa). If the dancers
are four, then it is the local hagfa. If they
are more, then they perform the Shami
hagfa forming a square while dancing.
This dance is common in Al-Hugm,
Mawza'a, Al-Wazieya, Al-Awashiga, Al-
Hamool and the whole of Tihama.

Al-Bara’a dance is a dance that
includes the use of daggers. It is per-
formed by moving fast to the front then
retreating and bending while waving the
daggers. It is widely popular in northern
regions of the country, especially in
Sanaa and other tribal areas.

Finally, Al-Sharah dance is usually
performed during weddings in the Al-

Mahawala, Al-Ahyawa and Al-Kadha

regions.

Poetry:

Poets (men and women) of Mawza’a
are known for their strong poetry mostly
depicting nature and their daily struggles
in live. Of course, love and romance
have a great share in their poems.
Those poets write about their feelings

and people’s sad and happy moments.
Mohammed Ali Zatari is a poet from the
Mawza'a region who tackles in his
poems several social problems in the
region and throughout the country. For
example, he wrote poems on love affairs
that were not complete because of high
dowry demands by fathers as a condi-
tion before accepting the marriage of
their daughters.

Every body’s home:

There is no strong tribalism sense in
Mawza'a because it has been home for
people who originated from all around
the country and even from out of Yemen.
People coming from Hadramout, Al-
Jirahi, Al-Magatira, Al-Waziya, Jithy
Mount, Bani Yousif, Bani Hammad,
Fursan Islands and many others have
found home and refuge in this spectacu-
lar land.

References:

Al-Hamadani, Sifa Jazeerat Al-Arab
Al-Akwa'e Research for the Yemeni
Research Center

Ministry of Tourism, 2002 Survey.

al-Kabir Mosque in Mawza’a
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Jush - This War
a Sign of

ut of Desperation!

yen Letter by Matthias Rath, M.D.
US-President George Bush

re

and to the People of the World!

illions of people worldwide are waking up

to the fact that the pharmaceutical indus-
try is an investment industry based on the con-
tinuation of diseases.

The survival of the pharmaceutical investment
industry is threatened by four main factors:

Unsolvable business conflict. The nature of

the pharmaceutical investment industry is the
‘business with disease’. Its basis is the patentabili-
ty of new synthetic drugs that merely target symp-
toms but do not eliminate the root cause of dis-
eases. The continued existence of diseases and their
expansion is a precondition for further growth of
this industry. Prevention and eradication of diseases
undermines the economic basis of this business.

) Unsolvable /egal conflicts. A wave of patient
4 litigation against the deadly side effects of
. pharmaceutical drugs threatens to cripple this
‘industry. An end to this litigation is not in sight,
since drug side effects are the fourth leading cause
of death in the industrialized world (Journal of the
American Medical Association, April 15, 1998).
Side effects of pharmaceutical drugs kill more
Americans every year than WWII and the Vietham
War combined.

Unsolvable efhical conflicts. The pharma-

ceutical industry faces an intrinsic conflict

between maintaining profits from patent fees and

eefing the health needs of people. In the devel-

~ oping countries, the profitability of drugs has been

a ‘major factor contributing to the spread of AIDS
and other epidemics.

Unsolvable scientific conflicts. Advances in

vitamin research, cellular medicine and natu-
ral health allow the control of today’s most common
diseases. These safe, effective and affordable nat-
‘ural therapies focus on the prevention and eradica-
tion of diseases - not only the alleviation of symp-
toms. This fact and the low profitability of these
non-patentable natural approaches, threaten the
economic base of the pharmaceutical investment
business.

hile many events led up to the current cri-

sis, none was as threatening to the sur-
vival of the entire pharmaceutical industry as
the scandal around Bayer’s cholesterol lowering
drug Baycol.

In August 2001 Bayer had to withdraw its lead-
ing new drug Ba col because more than 50 peo-
P | taking it and more
re at risk from the
‘ahdomyolysrs (dlssolvmg
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September 11, 2001

2,600 innocent people died in this tragedy. The
same number of people die from side
effects of prescription drugs every ten
days.(Source: JAM onil 15, 1998),

second largest drug maker - were faced with
crippling lawsuits and other devastating eco-
nomic consequences:

Over 7,000 Patients taking Baycol from around
the world have filed individual and class action
lawsuits against these drug companies.

Government authorities filed criminal lawsuits
against the executives of these pharmaceutical
companies for gross negligence. These execu-
tives knew about the deadly side effects while
continuing to press for higher dosages.

Investors lost billions of dollars in share value,
threatening the very survival of these compa-
nies.

he Baycol scandal was only the beginning
of a ‘domino effect’. Within weeks many

multinational drug companies were faced with law-
suits from patients suffering severe side effects
from taking other pharmaceutical drugs (beta
blockers, calcium antagonists, estrogen replace-
ment, etc).

In summary, the pharmaceutical industry was
facing the same grim fate as the tobacco indus-

try, with entire States and Nations suing these
companies for billions in damages. In August

D01

]

“As the physician and scientist who was privileged to contribute discoveries that make the eradication of
cardiovascular disease by natural means possible and save millions of lives, I am asking you: could it be
that this war is not about fighting 'terrorism' or conquering oil fields but about protecting the largest invest-
ment industry - the pharmaceutical industry - from collapse?

ut then everything stopped on September
11, 2001. On this day global attention shift-

ed away from the crisis facing this industry.

Since then, the main goal of the Bush adminis-
trations has become to secure the survival of the
pharmaceutical industry through:

Attempts to overcome the unsolvable scien-
tific conflicts. The Bush administration is spear-
heading an international effort by the pharma-
ceutical industry to outlaw natural health thera-
pies world-wide by abusing the United Nations
‘Codex Alimentarius’ (food standards) commis-
sion.

Attempts to overcome the unsolvable ethical
conflicts. The recent ‘relief” program for fight-
ing AIDS in developing countries is a 15 billion
Dollar subsidy program for drug makers. While
neglecting effective natural therapies to fight
immune deficiencies this plan maintains the eco-
nomic dependency on drug companies.

Attempts to overcome the unsolvable legal
conflicts. A key provision of the ‘Homeland
Security Act’ grants immunity to the pharma-
ceutical companies for present and future prod-
uct liability claims for vaccines. Further plans for
‘medical litigation reform’ include limiting prod-
uct liability lawsuits against drug companies.

Attempts to overcome the unsolvable business
conflict. This conflict cannot be solved because
it would destroy the very nature of the pharma-
ceutical “business with disease”. The only option
for this industry’s survival is protectionist laws
that artificially maintain control of the pharma-
ceutical investment business and its global health
monopoly.

The war against Iraq is not primarily about
fighting ‘terrorism’ or conquering oil fields. Itis
part of a long-term strategy of the pharmaceu-
tical/petrochemical investment groups to create
the psychological state of fear to maintain glob-
al control.

Long term international conflicts, wars - even the
use of weapons of mass destruction - can be used
to achieve this goal and suppress any opposition.

This war is not a sign of strength - but of
desperation.

“Mr. Bush, in the name of mankind: Stop this War!”
Matthias Rath, M.D.

d

Dr. Matthias Rath is the physician and scientist
who led the breakthrough in the natural control |
of cardiovascular disease and cancer. He is a
member of the New York Academy of Sciences
and other renowned scientific organizations. 10
years ago, the late Dr. Linus Pauling, recipient of
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry and Peace stated:
"Your discoveries are so important for millions of
people that they threaten entire industries. One
day there may even be wars just to prevent
this breakthrough from being widely accept-
ed. This is the time, when you need to stand
up!” - This time is now.-

LESSONS FROM HISTORY

70 years ago, this week, an event shocked the world
and set the stage for the last World War. On February
27, 1933 the German parliament building, the
Reichstag, was set on fire.

The official version that ‘terrorists’ had led the attack was
soon questioned abroad. Today it is a fact that the
Reichstagsbrand was deliberately used as a pretense and
that the ‘empowerment laws’ following this event had been
prepared in advance.

Following the burning of the Reichstag:

» civil rights were abolished,

* empowerment laws were enacted, including a
“Homeland Security Act” (“Schutz von Heim und
Reich”).

The Reichstag-Assault in 1933 provided the legal plat-
form for 12 years of dictatorship and WWIL Its main
benefactor was IG-Farben, the largest European petro-

hemical Cartel seeking control of the oil and chemical &
industry worldwide. [

In the Nuremberg War Tribunal in 1946/47 this Cartel
tried for ‘conquest’, ‘robbery” and ‘slavery’ and - asa
- it was dismantled into Bayer, BASF and Hoechst.

i

February 27, 1933

-70 Years Ago -
The German Parliament building, the
Reichstag, was set on fire. This event delivered
the pretense for the transformation of a democ-
racy into a dictatorship on behalf of the largest
European corporate Cartel.

who do not learn th
to live through it ag

More Information: www.dr-rath-health-foundation.org

L]

This public information work is paid for by hundreds of thousands of patients who have already been helped by natural health programs.


http://www.dr-rath-health-foundation.org
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" RAY weekly ,
organ of Sons of
Yemen League
Party, 4 March
2003.

Main headlines:
- Banihushaish chieftains threaten

the state

- Western embassies complete evac-
vation of their nationals in the
coming days

- Information offered by bin Shaiba
led to capture Khalid Sheik

- Microsoft prepares to open office
in Sanaa

- Researchers of Studies Centre
stage open strike

On human rights columnist Khalid
al-Harwaji says it is nice to have
awareness on human rights present in
Yemeni legislation and international
charters as the axis of the first national
symposium on human rights because it
is so important that the citizen compre-
hends his and the others’ rights.

The writer agrees with the prime
minister’s opinion in the symposium
when he called for spreading aware-
ness programs t the countryside,
schools, prisons and markets so that all
segments of people become aware of
their human rights. But he says that
time has not come for such presenta-
tion. Before activation of such orienta-
tion and understanding, this should be
comprehended by those entrusted with
implementation of laws and legisla-
tion. They are the first who violate
human rights and sometimes intention-
ally. Those in charge of applying laws
are in need in the first place of aware-
ness on this matter than the ordinary
citizen at present.

Al-Sahwa weekly,
6 March 2003.

Main headlines:

- Yadoumi, secretary-general of
Islah party: Woman nomination,
not for overbidding

- Alignment, a call for participants
Or supporters

- YSP discusses elections

- Demonstrations law, tax of the bad

choice

- Al-Mouyad lawyer demands refer-
ring the case to German Federal
Supreme Court

- JMP in Hadramout forms a united
leadership

In a front-page story the editor in
chief addresses the Arab leaders by
saying that the nation’s interest begins
from inside the boundaries of the coun-
tries you are ruling. The interest is that
should have no right more than the
constitutions and laws have allotted for
you. He further addresses them as
being undertaking responsibilities and
pledges heavier than they could bear
when they stand against Iraq or against
America.

The writer calls on the leaders to
allow their peoples decide their own
interests and to prevent those seeking
protection from them to deal blows to
the nation of which “you are part of
her and her interests™, by talking about
your super capabilities to the extent of
demanding the peoples to praise God
for your being installed as rulers of
these peoples.

The author says the whole thing
begins with the necessity of showing
respect to the citizen’s will and his
right to elect and to have a say without
any suppression.

Addressing the rulers further he tells
them that they are enchaining democ-
racy with its tools and rendering it into
a tool with which the people issue a
sentence of killing themselves.

Al-Shoura weekly,
| organ of the
Union of People’s

Main headlines:

- Arab summit does not reject offer-
ing facilities to American troops

- Hundreds of thousands demon-
strate in Sanaa against American
plot

- Precautionary measures at British
and American embassies in Sanaa

- Tens of people still detained in
Sa’da

- Teachers in Lahj stage labour strike

Columnist Ali Mohammed al-Sirari
says although the parties grouped in

the JMP have succeeded so far to resist
attempts by some circles at the govern-
ment and its ruling party to dismantle
this political grouping and to return its
six-member parties again to a state of
disunity, the authority circles did not
cease their attempts in this direction.
They repeat their attempts after each
failure attempt. When the government
was forced to raise a slogan on the
national alignment, due to pressure of
internal and external events, it was not
guided by this necessity to consider
unity of the opposition as a condition
of establishing the alignment, but
seems to have emptied it from its con-
tent. Thus dismantling the JMP has
become the ideal formula for the
national alignment.

The authority should relinquish the
strategy of internal ripping apart as a
basis for the unity and force of its
influence and its existence. It has to
stop reshuffling the facts so that to ren-
der the high interests of the homeland
more superior to those of authority and
keeping it. The relationship between
authority and the homeland should
occupy a normal situation where the
authority becomes a means and the
homeland an end.

No doubt the JMP now realises the
amount of loss t would sustain if it has
surrendered to attempts of dragging it
to the past and responded to trials of
sowing skepticism among its members
to set them asunder.

. , ATTARIQ weekly,
A 4 March 2003.

Main headlines:

- Strong secrecy by political parties
regarding their candidates to elec-
tions

- YSP in Aden celebrates Woman
International Day

- Medical profession union in Aden
wave with strike

- Agriculture employees in Abyan
demand improvement of wages

- State Authority for Archaeology
demands the stop in destroying al-
Akimma fort

Columnist Khalid Ali Tuaiman says
according to fabrications of the some
the war on administrative and financial

corruption, due to be launched long
ago, would not take place before the
year 2005 because civil servant appara-
tus in the country is still depending on
outdated systems dating to the
Ottoman rule and still carrying its fin-
gerprints.

These fingerprints seem so very
apparent that would preclude applica-
tion of the principle of administrative
accountability and prevent the process
of continued and studied evaluation of
the state performance. The demand for
uprooting financial and administrative
corruption and putting an end to organ-
ised plunder of the public property
should precede finishing the alleged
operations of modernisation of the
administrative system by the year
2005. The majority of the people are
living in a closed circle of despair and
grinding living crises especially after
they have lost the ray of hope for put-
ting an end to corruption that confis-
cate their aspirations.

Al-Mithaq weekly,
“ organ of the
Generiil» People’s
Congress party 3
SRt March 2003.

Main headlines:

- America continues massing force,
the world refuses the war

- President Saleh: We have to shoul-
der our responsibility before the
generations, not to repeat the mis-
takes

- Businessmen committee study a
number of issues on their meeting
agenda

- Delivering statements of voters
lists to political parties

- Russian ambassador to Sanaa, war
decision must be by the UN
Security Council

Al-Mithaq editorial confirms that as
much as the democratic change in our
society has been a free choice and
national will, it is related to soundness
of the democratic system and consoli-
dating and developing it with this gen-
eral national will.

Undoubtedly, stabilisation of the
democratic process and its develop-
ment is enhanced in our new society

under the leadership of president Ali
Abdulla Saleh. Democracy, chosen by
our Yemeni people, has not been a lux-
ury but sound program for building the
new Yemen and would certainly be
fruitful in this direction.

While our people are at the threshold
of entering the third multi-party parlia-
mentary elections, they are determined
to have the elections process going
successfully. And against the develop-
ment of events and their interactions
regionally and internationally and that
would affect our internal environment,
it is our duty as people, especially the
political forces, to join forces for run-
ning elections free from violence and
for guaranteeing secure democratic and
national building. The initiative
launched by the President towards
national alignment would inevitably
finds its way to be achieved on the
ground because it is he will of all the
Yemenis.

26  September

e
weekly, organ of
Yemen Armed
Forces, 6 March
Ll b - bt 2003.
ooty Pritculemn.
Main headlines:

- Yemen, categorical rejection of
war and refusal of taking part in
any military action against Iraq

- The President: We demand offer-
ing more support for the
Palestinian people and their intifa-
da

- PM Bajammal praises Malaysia’s
supportive stands towards Arab
and Islamic issues

- Elections Committee announces
final lists of committees

- Saudi authorities hand over per-
sons accused of carryout terrorist
acts.

The newspaper’s political editor
writes on the coming parliamentary
elections, describing them as enhance-
ment of democracy. He says despite the
current circumstances and the world
crisis in the region due to the American
escalation and what is intended to be
imposed on Iraq and on the region
leading to the war of aggression lack-
ing any values and morals, the Yemeni
street is part of the Arab and world

street. Yemeni street has been occupied
by current developments, nevertheless
that situation has not precluded it from
continuing its progress on the road it
has been following throughout the past
decades. The most important thing to
be pointed out in this respect the dem-
ocratic political action evaluating the
democratic experiment that would be
put to a new test during the upcoming
parliamentary elections due on 27
April 2003. The coming elections is an
opportunity for change and renewal in
both the democratic pursuit and parlia-
mentary life.

The political editor calls for achiev-
ing the highest amount of national
alignment to face challenges of the cur-
rent circumstances.

Al-Wahdawi
weekly, organ of
the Nasserite
Unionist
.. Organization 4
March 2003.

Main Headlines:

- With approach of dissolving parlia-
ment, the majority confiscates
demonstration freedom.

- Influential seize Saira fishermen’s
lands

- National alignment staves off vio-
lence

Political editor discusses in a front-
page article the United Arab Emirates
initiative demanding Iraq’s president
Saddam Hussein to step down. The
editor describes the “ initiative” as rep-
resenting a stab to the Arab dignity. He
says it is originally an American initia-
tive but regrettably this time it is pre-
sented by an Arab voice. More than
one American official has repeatedly
demanded the Iraqi president to relin-
quish his post and leave for any coun-
try as a precondition to not launch U.S.
aggression on Iraq. The aim is to pave
the way for occupying Irag and not to
spare the people of Iraq dangers of the
war, as the UAE’s initiative claims.
The ill-famed initiative, presented in
the name of Sheikh Zaid, arouses many
queries because Sheikh Zaid is well
known for his pan-Arab stands. Some
observers are skeptical to be presented
by him and some are doubtful about
whether the knows about it.
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Al Ahram

Egyptian Prime Minister Atef
Obeid on Friday said the foreign
exchange market is stable and the
Egyptian currency value is tending to
stability on the short and medium run.

In a statement to reporters, he said
the government is implementing a
program to boost the foreign currency
resources,

Al Akhbar

Fathi Sorour, Speaker of the
Egyptian People’s Assembly, warned
that any unilateral military interven-
tion on Iraq without a green light
from the UN Security Council wjll
wide open the door for all the world
countries to adopt similar unilateral

Die Welt
The dispute over a possible war
against Iraq was intensified Friday
in the UN Security Council.

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
The United States, Britain and

Spain want to set an ultimatum till

March 17 for Iraq to disarm,

Sueddeutsche Zeitung
Chief UN weapons inspector
Hans Blix has proved that Iraq has
made substantial progress in disar-
mament.
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~ Major news items in leading mtematlonal newspapers Provided by Xinhua

steps and result in violating all inter~
national laws and treaties.

Al Gomhuria
Thousands of prayer performers on
Friday staged a demonstration at Al
Azhar Mosque following sermon to
protest against the mounting threats
of the US-led war on Iraq.

Egyptian Mail

Egypt will receive a one-billion-
US-dollar loan from the World Bank
(WB) within two months, an official
al the bank said on Friday.

A high-level delegation of WB
experts is expected to arrive in Cairo
in the coming few days to put final
touches to the deal, he added.

Asahi, Mainichi, Nihon Keizai,
Yomiuri:
Several more months are needed
to complete UN inspections in Iraq.

Mainichi, Asahi, Yomiuri, Nihon
Keizai
Japanese lawmaker Takanori
Sakai was arrested over dubious
funding.

Yomiuri, Asahi, Mainichi, Nihon
Keizai
Tokyo stock prices plunged to 20-
year low.

Financial Times
British ministers are preparing
emergency legislation to keep air-
lines flying to the Middle East dur-
ing an Iraq war.

The Times
A British fanatical Muslim cleric
who urged his followers to murder
Americans, Hindus and Jews was
sentenced Friday to nine years in
prison.

The Daily Telegraph
Britain and America finally lost
patience with Iraq Friday night by
tabling an ultimatum giving Iraqi

Manila Bulletin
President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo signed into law Friday a
heavily amended measure strength-
ening the country’s 19-month-old
Anti-Money Laundering Act, practi-
cally saving the Philippines from a
string of economic sanctions the
Paris-based Finance Action Task
Force had threatened to impose
should Manila fail to beat the dead-

line it has set on March 15.

The Philippine Star
President Arroyo urged the
Congress on Friday to swiftly pass

President Saddam  Hussein until
March 17 to disarm or face war.

The Independent
British troops in the Gulf are
ready for immediate action, General
Sir Mike Jackson, chief of the gener-
al staff, said Friday.

The Guardian
British intelligence claims that
Saddam Hussein has been trying to
import uranium for a nuclear bomb
are unfounded and based on deliber-
ately fabricated evidence, according
to an investigation by the UN

nuclear inspectors in Iraq.

an anti-terrorism law to improve the
government’s capability to deal with
the threat posed by those behind
Tuesday's bombing at the Davao
international airport that left 21 peo-
ple dead and more than 100 others
wounded.

Philippine Daily Inquirer
The government of Davao city
Friday filed criminal charges
against Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) founder Hashim
Salamat and other rebel leaders for
the deadly bombing of the Davao

international airport on Tuesday.

Kenya Times
Kenyan Minister for Lands and
Settlement Amos Kimunya said there
is a need to amend provisions in the
Constitution to solve the problem of
women's property rights, which have
been greatly violated in the country.

The People
The Kenyan government has
released 24 million shillings (about 3.2
million US dollars) to various girls’

The Nation

Pakistan’s Ambassador to the
United Nations Munir Akram said on
Friday that Islamabad was against any
deadline that could lead to an early
war with Saddam Hussein, and raised
concerns over the plight of Iraqi civil-
ians.

The Statesman
US and Pakistani officials denied
an announcement by a provincial
home minister that two sons of al-
Qaeda Osama bin Laden were arrest-
ed in a joint US-Afghan-Pakistani
operation in southern Afghanistan.

Frontier Post
Pakistan has received a direct com-
pensation of over 891 million US dol-
lars from different countries in recog-
nition of its active cooperation in the
fight against international terrorism.

schools countrywide to boost their
education, Minister for Education
George Saitoti said.

East African Standard

The aircraft, which crashed on Jan.
24 and killed a Kenyan cabinet minis-
ter, should not attempt to take off from
the airstrip because its weight would
not have it to fly from the small
airstrip, a former chief pilot of the
plane told a public inquiry on Friday.

The Hindustan Times
Indian Prime Minister
Vajpayee intends to bring the
Women's Reservation Bill in the sec-
ond half of the budget session begin-
ning on April 7, though his renewed
efforts for a consensus collapsed in
Friday's all-party meeting.

A.B.

The Times of India:

The HIT-36 intermediate jet trainer
(UT) designed and developed by
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd,
Bangalore, had its maiden

test-flight on Friday.

The Hindu
The Delhi police Friday claimed to
have arrested a spy, whose name is
Onkar Nath Kalia (63), a book-seller,
engaged in supplying sensitive
defense documents to the Pakistan
High Commission in New Delhi.
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Hicham Arazi of Morocco hits a forehand returns to Roger

Federer of Switzerland during Dubali Men’s Open
Championship quarterfinals at the Dubai Tennis Stadium on
February 28. REUTERS/Anwar Mirza

run of the World Cup Alpine skiing men’s slalom in
Shigakogen, central Japan, March 8. Schoenfelder and
Kalle Palander of Finland dead-heated in a time of one
minute, 41.14 seconds, according to provisional results.
REUTERS/Kimimasa Mayama

Canada’s Jacques Villeneuve signs autographs as he
arrives at the track for practice at Melbourne’s Albert Park

New York Knicks guard Howard Eisley (R) drives
past Orlando Magic guard Jacque Vaughn (L)
during first half NBA action in Orlando, March 7.
Photo by Kevin Kolczynski/Reuters

Sri Lanka’s Aravinda de Silva hits a six during his
innings of 92 runs during the World Cup Super Six
match against Australia at Super Sporis Park in
Centurion, South Africa March 7. Australia won the
match by 96 runs after bowling out Sri Lanka for.

REUTERS/David Gray

2006 World Cup finals

More teams wanted

By GARY EMMERSON

ZURICH, Switzerland, March 7
(Reuters) - A South American propos-
al to increase the size of the 2006
World Cup finals from 32 teams to 36
has been forwarded by FIFA to the
organisers in Germany, world soccer’s
governing body said on Friday.

South American federation CON-
MEBOL, which lost a playoff place
last December after a shake-up in the
allocation system, sent a proposal to
FIFA suggesting an extra four teams
should compete in the finals in
Germany.

FIFA’s executive committee looked
at the proposal during its meeting this
week and president Sepp Blatter has
now asked event organisers for their
opinions.

“The South Americans do not agree
with the distribution of slots decided in

Madrid in December and they have
come to Europe with a proposal,”
Blatter told reporters.

“They suggested the World Cup in
Germany can be played with 36 teams
and we have taken note. Being open-
minded we have sent it (the proposal)
into Germany's court.

“Therefore the German organisers
will have to deal with the problems (of
it) and send it back to Zurich.”

FIFA's vice-president Julio
Grondona, of Argentina, made the pro-
posal after South America lost half a
place to Oceania.

That decision by FIFA’s executive
committee was met with discontent by
the 10 members of CONMEBOL at
the time before a proposal was put
together aimed at gaining back the
place.

CONMEBOL previously had four
automatic qualification places and a

playoff with Oceania.

Under the new format Brazil will
also have to qualify after FIFA took
away the automatic place for the
World Cup holders.

Blatter said organisers would have

to weigh up all the options, including
television, stadiums and funding,
before a decision is made on the CON-
MEBOL suggestion.
. “We are not there yet, we need to
look at all the parameters,” Blatter
added. “The organisers need to look at
marketing matters, television, stadi-
ums and guarantees.

“We need to discuss the impact.
They (the South Americans) had to
write with proposals but no other deci-
sion has been made since the executive
committee in December.”

The executive committee will dis-
cuss the 2006 finals further in a gener-
al meeting on May 3, Blatter said.

Dietary supplement linked to the recent death of Orioles pitcher

Warning against ephedra

FIRE '

RESCUE

FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida
(Reuters) - Baseball players’ union
head Donald Fehr acknowledged on a
visit to the Baltimore Orioles’ camp
that players were being discouraged
from using ephedra, a dietary supple-
ment linked to the recent death of
Orioles pitcher Steve Bechler.

Bechler died on February 17 from
organ failure caused by heatstroke.

Fehr met with Baltimore players for
90 minutes on Friday to discuss such
matters as ephedra use.

The Players Association has previ-
ously warned players about the supple-
ment, which is available without pre-
scription, and is urging further caution.

“We recently sent a memo that
specifically points out the more specif-
ic FDA warnings over the last week-
end,” Fehr said.

“And then between that and when
(Bechler’s) toxicology reports come
back, we’ll take a hard look at them
and see where we go from there.”

Commissioner - Bud Selig has

Bechler, seen being taken to the hospital Feb. 16 in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., died
on February 17 from organ failure caused by heatstroke.

already banned players with minor
league contracts from using the supple-
ment.

Fehr also said that the Players

Photo by Jon Way/Reuters

Association and Major League
Baseball (MLB) are looking into ways
to provide for Bechler’s widow and
unborn child.

THE LAST
WORD IN
ASTROLOGY

- BY Eugenia

glar 21-Apr 19)
lear the alr
anything gets out of hand. If

before

ou are straightforward with

th friends and family, you

will et far more
accomplished.

Taurus

(Apr 20-May 20)

Focus on your career, or a
b you want to complete.
‘ou owe it to yourself to do

what's best for you.

Gemini

(May 21-June 20)

Love and romance will be

on your mind today. Make
your move if you are single
and interested in someone
ou recently met. If you are
n a relationship, do
something special for the
one you love.

Cancer

(Jun 21 - Jul 22)

Visiting someone who is
confined to home will be
informative. The exgerienee
this person has had will
help You more than you can
ima ne. Keep an open

Leo

(Jul 23 - Aug 22)

Your involvement in
something you believe in
will prove to be more
advanta%eeous than you
thought. Be careful that you
don’t offer or promise too
much.

Virgo

(Aug 23 - Sep 22)

Don't count on hearsay or
estures of friendliness.
ne-sided relationships will

develop, so don't offer your

heart and soul to anyone
who may not be worth

Libra

(Sept 23 - Oct 22)

You can achieve whatever

gou set out to do today, but
e observant. You will

communicate well and can

offer your services to a

group that will be able to

help you when you need

assistance.

Scorpio
(Oct 23 - Nov 21)
Invest in yourself or

something creative that you
want to explore. You will
have some terrific ideas,
but do not share them with
your peers just yet.

Sagittarius

(Nov 22 - Dec 21)

You may be up for an
emotional rollercoaster ride
if you haven't been totallx
upfront with a partner. Don’
take too much for granted
or make promises you can't
keep.

éy

Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19)

omeone you work with
may slow you down today.
Put on your blinders and
focus on what you need to
accomplish. Rely on
yourself.

Aquarius

(Jan 20 - Feb 18)

Your ability to entertain
friends or to astonish others
with your ideas will put you
in a popular position. Doing

things  with rounger
individuals wil be
enlightening.
Pisces

‘eb 19 - Mar 20)

omeone at home may not
be easy to ?et along with.
Problems will occur due to
medications, alcohol or
overdoing it on the part of
roursell or someone you
ive with. Try to remain
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T-Shirt, web site spark
challenges to rights

By DEBORAH ZABARENKO

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Free
speech, a key tenet of the U.S.
Constitution, is facing unusual chal-
lenges in pre-war, post 9/11 America
— where wearing an anti-war T-shirt
prompted an arrest and lampooning
the vice president’s wife drew a letter
from a White House lawyer.

The creator of a satirical Web site
that took aim at Lynne Cheney, wife
of Vice President Dick Cheney, said
he felt a chill when the letter on White
House stationery arrived.

“I read it very carefully and while I
could see that technically it was a
request ... the overall tone of it and the
citing of various and sundry cases was
obviously threatening in nature,” John
Wooden said by telephone from
Brooklyn, New York. “You don’t get
just a request from the vice presi-
dent’s office.”

The letter from David Addington, a
counsel to the vice president, asked
Wooden to remove pictures and a
“fictitious biography” of Mrs. Cheney
from the site, www.whitehouse.org.

Instead, Wooden added red clown

noses to pictures of Mrs. Cheney, over
the word “CENSORED,” and posted
Addington’s letter. A Cheney aide
who asked not to be identified said
neither the vice president nor Mrs.
Cheney were aware of the letter
before it was sent and consider the
matter closed.

The New York Civil Liberties
Union has taken up the case and is
waiting for a reply from the White
House, since it considers this matter
typical of an atmosphere of repression
in the United States.

“It’s clear that the Bush-Cheney
administration has put the blocks in
place for a repressive climate on even
the most fundamental and obvious of
issues, like the right to have a Web
site that satirizes the vice president’s
wife,” said Donna Lieberman, the
group’s executive director.

Lieberman said another sign of the
times was the arrest earlier this week
of a lawyer at a public mall near
Albany, New York. The lawyer was
charged with trespassing after refus-
ing to take off a “Give Peace A
Chance” T-shirt he had just bought at
the mall.

The New York group’s parent, the
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The creator of satirical Web site, www.whitehouse.org, that took aim at
Lynne Cheney, wife of Vice President Dick Cheney, received a letter from a
counsel to the vice president, asking for the removal of pictures and a ‘ficti-
tious biography’ of Mrs. Cheney. Instead, the website’s creator John Wooden
added red clown noses to pictures of Mrs. Cheney, over the word ‘CEN-

SORED,’ and posted the letter.

American Civil Liberties Union, has
reported a 15 percent surge in mem-
bership since the Sept. 11, 2001,
hijack attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon.

Civil libertarians raised concerns
soon after the attacks that the wish to

Reuters

find the guilty might result in viola-
tion of individual rights. They contin-
ue to chafe at the USA Patriot Act,
passed 45 days after the attacks,
which gave the government greater
powers to eavesdrop and detain immi-
grants.

Organic food has
more healthy
compounds

WASHINGTON (Reuters) -
Organically grown crops contain more
healthy compounds than conventional
crops, perhaps because they are not
exposed to pesticides, U.S. researchers
reported on Friday.

Tests on organically and sustainably
grown berries and corn showed they
contain up to 58 percent more polyphe-
nolics, compounds that act as antioxi-
dants and may protect cells against
damage that can lead to heart disease
and cancer.

Organic food is grown without
chemical pesticides or fertilizers.
Sustainably grown food is grown with-
out artificial pesticides.

“This really opens the door to more
research in this area,” said Alyson
Mitchell, an assistant professor of food
science at the University of California,
Davis, who led the study.

Her team compared levels of total

polyphenolics and ascorbic acid con-
tent in blackberries, strawberries and
corn grown organically, sustainably or
conventionally.

The team found that blackberries
grown sustainably or organically and
then frozen contained 50 percent to 58
percent more polyphenolics than con-
ventionally grown crops from neigh-

boring plots.
Sustainably grown frozen strawber-
ries contained 19 percent more

polyphenolics than conventional fruit.

Sustainably grown and organic pro-
duce also had more ascorbic acid,
which the body converts to vitamin C,
Mitchell’s team reported in the Journal
of Agricultural and Food Chemistry.

The polyphenolics in the organic
crops were at levels seen in wild plants,
Mitchell said, suggesting that plants
treated with pesticides need to make
less of the chemicals.

Ecuador
seeks clean
energy for

pristine
galapagos

QUITO, Ecuador (Reuters) -
Ecuador on Friday signed an
accord with environmental groups
to work to create clean energy
sources in its pristine Galapagos
islands after a 2001 fuel spill
threatened its unique wildlife, con-
servation group WWF said in a
statement.

WWF and local partner
Fundacion Natura signed the agree-
ment with Quito to put in motion
projects aimed at creating a renew-

able energy system in the
Galapagos, a top priority since a
tanker spilled about 180,000 gal-
lons of fuel in the archipelago in
January 2001.

The accident raised concern
among activists over Ecuador’s
ability to manage the islands locat-
ed 625 miles west of its coastline in
the Pacific Ocean. The islands
which are home to sea lions, igua-
nas and exotic birds.

Under the program, the Andean

nation will replace old boat motors
with cleaner ones, change diesel-
powered plants for solar or wind
energy and recycle used goods in
the archipelago over the next 10
years with a $25-million invest-
ment, the statement said.

It was not immediately clear who
would finance the initiative, which
was jointly designed by WWF,
Toyota Motors Corp. and the
University of Colorado, the state-
ment said.
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‘Reservoir Dogs’
to become SCi
computer game

LONDON (Reuters) - Violent cult
film “Reservoir Dogs” is to be made
into a computer game, software firm
SCi Games Ltd. said on Friday.

The film about a botched diamond
heist launched the career of director
Quentin Tarantino and restored the for-
tunes of actor Harvey Keitel.

Notorious for its bloody gunbattles
and constant swearing, it has been a
favorite with critics and movie fans
since its release in 1992.

SCi Games said it had acquired inter-

active rights to the movie from
Californian film and television produc-
tion company Artisan Entertainment
Inc. The game will initially be released
for Sony PlayStation 2 and Microsoft
Xbox consoles.

SCi promises that gamers will be
able to play all the film’s key charac-
ters, including Mr. Blonde, infamous
for torturing a policeman in one of the
movie’s most visceral scenes.

SCi shares were up 3 percent at 46.5
pence in late momning trade.

please call :
01-251521

7 p.m. till 11:30 p.m. except Friday.
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Qur Chinese Palace Restaurant

has been chosen to be
the best place in town for
authentic oriental cuisine.

Authentic flavors of the east
along with a brand new menu will

make your evening.

"Come with your family and friends
to enjoy the true taste of the orient

in elegant surroundings while being
looked after by our highly trained

service associates and the
specialist Asian chef".

Open daily from
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Ivorian war spurs west
Africa's AIDS nightmare

BOUAKE, Ivory Coast (Reuters) -
"The girls all love us because of what
we are fighting for," laughs Ivory Coast
rebel fighter Mantou Cisse, surrounded
by young female admirers.

"Worry about AIDS? There is no
AIDS in Bouake," he says confidently
in a rebel stronghold where young men
with guns now lay down the law.

But there is AIDS in Bouake.

In fact it was one of the more heavily
affected parts of the West African coun-
try before a war blew up in September
and changed what was once a haven of
stability into bloodshed and chaos.

Now the conflict threatens to encour-
age the spread of the HIV virus that
causes AIDS and put yet another seal on
Ivory Coast's hopes of ever regaining its
place as a prosperous exception in a
region of turmoil and despair.

Just as dangerous, the war could help
fan the crisis in a part of the worst-
affected continent that has so far got off
fairly lightly compared to southern or
east Africa.

"Ivory Coast was already the country
with the highest rate of infection in this
region," said Pierre Mpele, the head of
UNAIDS for West and Central Africa.

"Crisis situations help to spread
HIV/AIDS and if it continues any
longer then we fear that we will start to
see an impact in the region because of
the movements of people."

Ivory Coast, which drew millions of
immigrants in search of its relative rich-
es, has infection rates estimated at 10 to
12 percent of the sexually active popu-
lation.

As Ivory Coast's second city, a cross-
roads, market center, garrison and stu-
dent town, Bouake had more sufferers
than most.

In a sign of what is happening else-
where, efforts both to look after suffer-
ers and prevent the transmission of the
virus have broken down.

NO CONDOMS

"There are no condoms in town even
if people want to use them and people
cannot hold on forever. There is no
money for campaigns to persuade peo-
ple of the dangers," complained Penda
Toure, who runs an AIDS project in the
city.

Before the war, Toure's Center for
Solidarity and Social Action was help-
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Rebel soldiers are surrounded by women in the rebel stronghold of Bouake,
Feb. 17. The conflict in Ivory Coast threatens to encourage the spread of the
HIV virus that causes AIDS and put yet another seal on the country’s hopes
of ever regaining its place as a prosperous exception in a region of turmoil

and despair.

ing over 900 families, one or more of
whose members was infected. Since the
fighting erupted it has only been possi-
ble to establish contact with 268.

Most sufferers either fled to the main
city of Abidjan or scattered back to their
villages and might now be off spreading
the virus again. There is concern that
infected prostitutes might have little
choice but to sell their bodies again.

"The war is a catastrophe for those of
us with HIV," said Sidibe Brahima, a
former trader who has known he was
infected since 1995, emphasizing his
point with trembling arms weakened by
suffering.

"The people who were caring for us
have run away themselves. We have no
food, no help."

The sudden breakdown of society in
the country of 16 million has created
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conditions for the virus to spread even if
a truce has stopped most of the fighting
between President Laurent Gbagbo's
loyalists and rebel fighters.

"The crisis makes the young and
women particularly vulnerable," said
Mpele.

"The health infrastructure is gone in -

some areas. There is violence. There is
an increased likelihood of rape and the
behavior of young people has changed
because of the war and has put them at
greater risk."

Infection not a concern for many

Infection with a virus that could lie
dormant for years is not a major concern
for people worried about where their
next meal is coming from or for fighters
fearing that battle might resume at any
time.
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Yemen-US dispute

Anis said that Al-Muayed suffered
tremendously and when he saw him
he fell in tears. According to the
report, Al-Muayed told Anis, "I have
called the cell I am living in as the
‘cell of prohibition' as I am prohibited
of almost everything, I cannot even
get fresh air as the only window of my
cell is closed most of the time."
Al-Muayed told Anis that he is ready
to stand trial in Germany or in Yemen
and is willing to be sentences if he is
proven guilty.

"I would like to express to you my
great satisfaction for the prompt reac-
tion of President Saleh and the
Foreign Ministry in supporting my
cause." he said.

In response to US allegations con-
cerning the transfer of USD 20 mil-
lion to Al-Qaeda's leader Osama bin
Laden, Al-Muwayd was reported to
have said, "I don't even dream of such
an amount...we are a poor nation.
How in earth could we get such an
amount?"

U.S. officials said on Tuesday they
had asked Germany to extradite the
two men. Yemen had asked Germany
to repatriate the men, saying it would
prosecute them if there was evidence
against them.

If found guilty in the United States of
helping a foreign “terrorist” organiza-
tion, Moayad faces a possible jail sen-
tence of up to 60 years, and Zayed
faces up to 30 years.

The Yemeni official described Hamas,
labeled by Washington as a “terrorist™
organization, as a legitimate group
resisting Israeli occupation of
Palestinian territory.

“Our position towards Hamas is clear.
We do not consider Hamas a terrorist
group but a group that is struggling to
gain legitimate rights,” the official
said.

U.S. officials have sought to cut off
money supplies to suspected Islamic
“terrorist groups with arrests and
indictments since the September 11,
2001, hijacked plane attacks, blamed

on al Qaeda and its leader, bin Laden.
Both men belong to Yemen's Islamic
opposition Islah party, whose mem-
bers have denounced the arrests and
said the pair had no connection to al
Qaeda.

On the other hand, sources at the Islah
Party denied that the US had given
any new evidence with regard to al-
Moayad and his associate’s involve-
ment on charge of assisting al-Qaeda
organization and Hamas.

Al-Moayad lawyer in Frankfurt
has demanded the Supreme
Federation Court for the case to be
referred. Al-Moayad is a preacher at
Al Thsan Mosque, one of the main
mosques in Sana’a.

He left Frankfurt with his com-
panion Mohammed Yahya Zaed for
medical treatment. At the same time,
intensified efforts are currently being
exerted on the government by Islah
and religious affiliates to pressure the
government to bring him back to
Yemen.

Weapons’ mess continues

MP Sultan al-Barakani, head of
GPC caucus in the parliament said that
MPs were short of time to debate the
law and endorse it and that there are
some figures who do not want the law
to see the light. He pointed out that
the law will be the business of the next
parliament.

The question of arms possession in
Yemen has become a major headache
for the government which believes
that there must be a law to regulate
and control this issue, as arms have
been a main source of violence and
terrorism. The government believes
that enforcing control on arms posses-
sion is part of its campaign against ter-
rorist elements. It also feels that this
issue is one of the main reasons that
curb its efforts to achieve security and
stability as well as development.

Arms possession and carrying is no
longer a sign of manhood and part of
the Yemeni culture as tribesmen used
to think but it has rather become a
means for kidnapping, theft, and all
sorts of crimes. The possession of
firearms in some remote tribal areas
has made it difficult for the govern-
ment to control these areas like Marib,
Al-Jawf , Sa’dah and Shabwa. It made
possible for terrorists to carry out their
terrorist operations even near the air-
port of Sana’a as some terrorists fired
at the Hunt oil company plane and
other similar operations.

Reports of the ministry of interior
reveal that weapons have encouraged
the spread of crime in the society. It
has been reported that 2000 people fell
victims of armed conflicts. These
reports blame it on proliferation of so
much weaponry. In some areas people
resort to gun fighting as a way to score
their accounts. We have heard about so
many tribal fightings of various rea-
sons while the .government kept mute

and did not interfere at all.

The government has been since
1997 demanding the parliament to
endorse a draft law to regulate this
issue. But the parliament was not con-
vinced with a new law to replace the
law of 1992. Al-Ahmar has repeatedly
said that “'we do not need a new law
but enactment of the first one.”

The law of 1992 which has not been
implemented yet, does not impose
strict rules on arms possession; it
allows the possession and carrying of
arms with a license issued by several
authorities. It entails that if someone is
caught possessing a gun, he should be
fined with YR 10000 but it does not
dictate that the gun should be confis-
cated. All these lapses in the law
turned the issue into chaos.

As the new law was totally rejected
by the parliament, the government
incorporated some amendments into
the first law by the end of last January
and presented it to the parliament for
discussion and approval. Some tribal
figures who are suspected of having
links with the issue of arms smuggling
and trading have also strongly rejected
the new law which imposes some
strict and tough measures against
those who possess and trade in this
business.

According to reports, there are over
60 million pieces of arms in Yemen
most of them have been brought into
the country through smuggling. Some
estimates put the ratio of arms to peo-
ple at 3-to-1. However, many people
do not possess arms. There are various’
types of weapons like Kalashnikovs,
artilleries, cannons, mortars, anti-air-
craft guns..etc from different countries
like Russia, US, Ukraine, Bulgaria,
France, Brazil, Korea, China...etc.
People in Yemen prefer the Russian
Kalashnikov as it is cheap in compari-

son with the US and because they have
experienced it for a long time. There
are different arms markets spread in
Sadaa, Thamar, Marib and Sana’a.
The most famous ones are those of
Jihanah 30 km outside Sana’a and that
of Al-Talh in Sadaa.

Of course, the unstable political sit-
uation in the country as well as the in-
fightings between the south and north
has been a major reason behind the
spread of the weapons in the society.
During this time of political unrest

people felt insecure and therefore they

felt the need for a sort of self-defense
and self-protection.

Advocate Abdulaziz al-Baghdadi
believes that the sense of chaos, injus-
tice forces people to find a way to pro-
tect themselves and their properties.
Also, throughout history, people in
Yemen got accustomed to this issue of
arms possession and it developed with
them as part of their culture and tradi-
tion and possessing them is a symbol
of status and manhood. Firing into the
air to celebrate weddings, the birth of
a baby boy or the arrival of a male
guest is part of the culture.

Despite this, many people feel now
that it is no more like this and that the
society should be civilized, provided
that the government takes the respon-
sibility for doing justice and protect-
ing everyone in the community with-
out any sort of tribal or regional dis-
crimination. Of course, the process of
disarmament or controlling this prob-
lem will take time. Observers believe
that this is a step towards establishing
a civil society and enhancing security
and the rule of law. But the question
remains to be asked whether the new
parliament would pass the law. More
importantly, will the law even be
enacted?
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TIMES

" Y ¢ often make general statements about
/ people and their affairs. However. in doing
A s0 we need to qualify these generalizations
toshowmattlmeamnotm:emevm'ycase We can
make these general statements by adding expressions
of frequency like ‘sometimes’, ‘often’, ‘generally’,
‘usually’, ‘normally’ and so on.
In this lesson, we are going to discuss expressions
which indicate that the statements are a) true in most
cases, b) convey uncertain generalizations, or they
show ¢) in how many cases the generalization is true.

a Generalizations which are true in most cases
People by and large tend to have a common
outlook on life.

= Youngsters these days have a general tendency to
have nuclear families.

¢ The middle class people are much more inclined
to live in the present.

« It may be said without any fear of exaggeration
that people are becoming more and more

* Normally, people of Yemen are friendly and
cooperative.

*  Often we come across people who are introverts.

* Generally, Yemenis assemble in post-lunch
sessions for chewing gat.

e Usnally, the university students depend on
handouts as learning materials.

¢ Doctors tend to make more money than teachers.

¢ Members of the public are more likely to be swept
away by publicity glare in buying consumer
durables.

*  Most of us are prone to missing woods for the
trees.

e The youth of the present day are susceptible to
indulge in pleasure-seeking activities.

= More and more students nowadays are travelling
to India for higher studies.

* It is a matter of common experience that young
couples are increasingly becoming individualistic.

* It is customary for the youth to get married and
settle down to raising a family after they complete
their graduation.

e It is commonly observed that people don’t
concern themselves about others problems.

¢ Cheating in the examination is more of an
epidemic phenomenon in high schools.

* In the western societies, drugs addiction has
assumed a [rightful proportion.

*  Qat chewing is an endemic social phenomenon in
Yemen.

»  Spurt in the juvenile delinquency crimes translates
itself to a major concern for sociologists.

* A higher enrollment ratio of girls in institutes of
higher learning in Yemen is an unmistakable
signal of liberation of women.

I1. How to say it co

Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. Why is she appearing so sad?

2. I'm owing a great deal to my parents.

3. I'm not feeling well today.

4. He is adoring that political leader.

5. Ienjoy to travel.

Answers to last week’s questions

1. You organized that function well.
Note: When we use an adverb to evaluate, it
generally comes at the sentence-end position, not
in the mid position.

2. Tomorrow they’re leaving for India.
Note: Adverbs of definite time are put at the
beginning or end of a sentence.

3. He speaks English well.
Note: Adverbs are not put between the verb and its
object. These are not generally separated.

4. The first two chapters of this book are good.
Note: “The two first’ is a meaningless expression.
It implies that two things may be first.

5. You have to work hard.
Note: ‘Hard’ is both an adjective and adverb. Its
meaning is quite different from ‘hardly’ which is
also an adverb. ‘Hardly’ means ‘almost no® or
‘almost not’.

IIL Increase Your Word Power

A) How to express it in one word

1. Speech or writing that one cannot understand.

2. A person having a bad quality very strongly.

3. Having two purposes or meanings, quite different
from each other.

4. A cinema performance in which two main films
are shown.

5. To block a road by parking a vehicle beside a
vehicle already parked.

Answers to last week’s questions

1. To examine something twice for exactness or
quality: double-check (vt)

2. A fold of loose skin between the face and neck,
considered a sign of fatmess: double chin (n)

3. To cheat by pretending friendship: double-cross
(0

4. Adeceiver or dishonest person who follows double
standards: double-dealer (n)

5. Abus with two floors: double-decker (n)

B) Foreign phrases

Use the following phrases in illustrative sentences
1. bijou; 2. billet-doux; 3. bone bon;

4. bon homie; 5. bon mot; 6. bon vivant

Answers to last week’s qumﬁons
bedlam (VS) (a wild, noisy place or activity):
There was a bedlam in the parliament during the
question hour.

2. begum (India and Pakistan): A Muslim lady of
high rank)” Begum Musharaf, accompanied by
General Musharaf visited Taj Mahal.

3. belles-lettres (Fr) (literature that is of value for its
beauty rather than for its practical importance): I

am a lover of French belles-lettres.

4.  bete-noire (Fr) (the person or thing one dislikes):
His coarse manners have made him bete noire to
the entire family.

5. bidet (Fr) (a kmd of small low bath for sitting
across to wash the lower part of the body): The
bathroom is fitted with a bidet.

C) Words commonly confused

Bring out differences in meaning of the following

pairs of words

1. abstention, abstinence; 2. abstraction, obstruction;

3. abstruse, obtuse; 4. abysmal, infinitesimal;
5. accede, exceed
Answers to last week’s questions

1t bnegaﬂon (n) (self-sacrifice): An attitude of
abnegation is the hallmark of his personality.
negation (n) (act of denying): I was shocked by his
negation to my request.

2. abode (n) (house, dwelling place): Heaven is the
abode of pious souls.
aboard (adv) (into a ship or an aircraft): It’s time
to go aboard.

3. abolish (vt) (put an end to): We must all work to
abolish the evil customs in our society.
prohibit (vt) (say that something must not be
done): Smoking is strictly prohibited in the
college.

4. abound (vi) (have in great number or quantity):
The river abounds in fish.
rebound (vi) (spring or bounce back after hitting
something): The ball rebounded from the wall.

5. abscess (n) (collection of pus): An abscess is
formed on his right arm.
obsess (vt) (fixed or false idea): His mind is
obsessed with wealth and material comforts.

D) Idioms and phrases

Use the following phrases and idiomatic expressions
in sentences so as o illustrate their meanings:

1. as blind as a bat; 2. bask in;

" 2. Ihave no time that I can spare.

3. to have a bash at; 4. base upon;
5. barter away
Answers to last week’s questions

1. spill the beans (to tell a secret, usually
unintentionally): The officer was embarrassed
when his subordinate spilled the beans.

2. on one’s beam-ends (a person almost without any
money left): Can you help me out with some
money? I'm on my bean-ends at the end of the
month.

3. be-all and end-all (the most important thing):
Money is the be-all and end-all of his life.

4. Holdlkeepnbay(tokeepsomemesomedlsmnce
away):
-’Ihemxscmantheldﬂ:epemonatbayatknife
point
— An apple a day can keep the doctor at bay.

5. with bated breath (anxious waiting): When I
return home after a long time, my family waits for

my return with bated breath.
IV. Grammar and Composition
A) Grammar
Do as directed
1. Your bike is not well

running
Oh, yes. I — (buy) a new one very soon.
(use the correct tense form indicating future)

(Make a simple sentence)

3. It would have been better if they not (come).
(Write the appropriate from of the verb in
bracket)

4. What a foolish thing it was he did!

(Make it a simple sentence)

5. He did not tell us how old he was.

(Say whether the sentence is simple, compound
or complex)

Answers to last week’s questions

1. He always tries to keep up our family’s good
name.

Ask the driver if he can catch up with the truck.
He still behaves like a child. T wish he’d grow up.
Don’t hold me up. I will be late.

You should look up the word in a dictionary.
Speak up. We can’t hear you.

The soldiers put up a brave fight.

Do up your buttons.

B) Composition
Expand the idea contained in the saying:
NECESSITY IS THE MOTHER OF INVENTION

90 SN R ARES Lo

Answers to last week’s question:

EVERY DARK CLOUD HAS A SILVER LINING
‘Dark cloud” symbolizes misfortune. But no cloud is
entirely dark. The sun which it hides brightens the
fringes or borders of the clouds. The proverb gives us
amessage of hope. Just as the sun is hidden but has not
totally disappeared, in the same way our days are only
temporarily darkened. We should not, therefore,
become disheartened in the face of calamities or
misfortune. We should rather face them boldly. bear
them cheerfully and wait for the sun of good fortune to
shine and the dark cloud of misfortune to fade out. This
optimism and a positive attitude in the face of troubled
times would lessen our misery and give us the strength
to bear the pain.

V Pearls from the Holy Quran

“All bounties 2
Are in the hand of Allah;
He granteth them
To whom He pleaseth;
And Allah careth for all

$3: A73

VL Words of Wisdom
“Children have more need of models than of
critics”

—Joubert

WeINEERWEIRD,

HOW TO PLAY: First read the list of words, then look at the puzzle.

FROM OLIVE TO OIL

by DAVID OUELLET
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A LETTER TO THE TEACHERS OF ENGLISH: 16
Classroom language is a
rich source of learning

Dear Fellow teachers,

n one of my earlier letters, I sug-

gested that you use Arabic in

English classes. I made this sug-

gestion in order to make you

feel that use of Arabic in the
English classes is not a sin. I have also
warned you to be careful and judicious
in your use of Arabic, not to turn the
English classes into Arabic classes.
Use of Arabic whenever necessary is a
strategy to motivate the learners, but
use of more and more English in the
classes provides a rich source for them
to learn English.

You use English in the English class-
es not only to explain the lesson but
also to get things done by the learners.
For example, Clean the board, Bring
me a piece of chalk, Where is the
duster?, Why is Abdo absent today?
Who came to the class first this morn-
ing? Open your books at page 28 are
some of the expressions you have to
make in the classes. I have seen teach-
ers making these expressions always in
Arabic. In the beginning classes, when
the learners’ English is not very strong,
you can use Arabic; even then, as I
have suggested, mix Arabic and
English; for example, Where is the
dabashir? Bring some dabashir, Abdo.
Close the bab, Basheer. But soon and
gradually you can switch over to
English and use these expressions in
English. If you want to use a new
expression, use Arabic words wherever
possible in English sentence or the vice
versa. | am more than convinced that

using bilingual expressions is not
harmful to the learners, for this is the
natural way in which educated bilin-
gual Arabic speakers communicate
with each other. Moreover, it is more
useful to use English with Arabic
rather than translating each word into
Arabic in the English classes.

The classroom language refers to the
language you use for getting things
done, giving instructions, shouting at
or praising the learners and not to the
language you reproduce from the text-
book or the sentences you write on the
board for the learners to copy.
Researches have undoubtedly proved
that this classroom language is the rich
source for the learners to ‘pick up’
English., because it is ‘similar to the
language the mother and the others use
when the child learns its mother
tongue’. So the more English your
classroom language has, the better for
your learners. In addition, this
improves your English too. Yes, the
more English you use in the classes,
the better your English becomes, for
language learning improves through
practice, practice which is meaningful
and need-based. Increase the use of
English in your classes and improve
your and your learners’ English. Good
luck.

Yours fraternally,

Dr.M.N.K.Bose (BOSE@y.net.ye)
Associate Professor of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

YOUTH: A symbol of
youthful exuberance

REVIEWED BY
DR. RAMAKANTA SAHU

e are glad to
acknowledge  the
receipt of  the

YOUTH (issue No.

4, March 2003), the

organ of the 20th batch, English
department, Faculty of Education,
Sana’a university. Ramzi Al-Absi is
the Editor-in-chief of this house maga-
zine, who is assisted by Abdullah Al-
Wa'ra as Managing editor, Saddam
Mohsen as Financial official, Nashwan
Al-Amri and Abdullah Talha as
Technical editors, Shaker Al-Mulsi as
cultural editor, Ahmed Ashar’abi as
Circulation and subscription manager,
Akram Al-Rae’e as Editorial secretary.
The publication has a captivating
caption: “When there’s will, there’s
youth’ and has cherished a lofty ideal:
“We have to strive, to seek, to find, but
not to yield.” Enriched by a spectrum
of absorbing articles from young writ-
ers in the department the YOUTH is,
indeed, a veritable recipe well-
equipped to unfailingly hold the read-
er’s interest from the beginning till the
end. It’s a laudable attempt by a group
of spirited youth who constitute a com-
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pelling force of youthful energy and
vitality symbolizing the spirit of a new
generation. We wish the venture an
illustrious long life and take this
opportunity to congratulate the office
bearers and the contributors on their
creative endeavor.
Many happy returns.

Grasp all, lose all

In Paris, capital of France, there was a
poor family. The parents couldn't find food or
clothes for their sons. One of the sons left his
family and became vagrant. Suddenly, he
decided to be involved in contraband opium
to bring more money. Of course, his parents,
didn't know that. He spent a long period of his
youth doing this . He earned a lot of money.
Then, he got married and got three sons and
a daughter. He still went on doing the unlaw-
ful work. Many people became very sick in
his country because of the narcotics, but he
took no heed of the consequences of his
deeds. What he wanted was only to get more
and more money. After a period of time, his
wife discovered the sort of work he did. She

refused to continue living with him. After his
wife left him the kids grew wayward. Most of
them were influenced negatively by their
father in his obsession for money. One of
them went astray and the eldest of them
became an opium eater. His health became
very bad. His father didn't know about his
sickness as he didn't live with his sons. In
course of time he knew the reason of his
son'’s sickness and realized that his son’s life
was in danger. He tried to save his son's life
but couldnt do that. He himself became a
paralytic and passed his last days with incal-
culable misery
Faiza Ali Al-Hamzi
Level 3, Faculty of Education
Al-Mahweet

Readers’ Forum

Dear Dr. Ramakanta Sahu,

| would like to refer to the article written by
Dr. Mahmudul Hassain, titled ‘Men behind
the words’ in your issue No. 620 dated
27/1/2003, which was very interesting.

| have something to add about a word that
is most frequently used, but many of us are
ignorant about its origin. This word is 'OK'.

Candidly speaking, the word bewildered
me for more than thirty years. Although | have
gone through all dictionaries to find its origin,
yet all my effort failed. It was only accidental-
ly | found out answer in a book of General
Knowledge.

According to this source 'O’ stands for Old
and 'K’ stands for Kinderhook, which combine
to indicate the name of a city in the United
States of America called ‘Old Kinderhook”. In
1837, a citizen of this city called Mr. Martin
Van Buren was a candidate in the presidential
election for the United States of America. His

supporters raised placards bearing the
phrase: Elect the son of Old Kinderhook and
marched in the streets shouting this slogan.
Thereafter, the slogan was shortened to :
elect the son of O. K.

Fortunately, he won the election and
became the President of USA.

From that time, the two alphabet were
introduced into the English language as a
sign of approval and acceptance. Is it not very
interesting?

Yours faithfully,
Aldobal Abdullah Yahya
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Dear Mr. Yahya,

Thanks for your response. We would
appreciate more contributions from you in
future. Please email your responses.

—Dr. Sahu


yahoo.com
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, 602546
Aden: 244267, Hodeida: 201496, Taiz: 258203,
Email: SABABANK @y.net.ye

ACER NOTEBOOK
PIV 2GHZ ONLY $1880

W/FREE GIFT

ACER COMPUTER
SYSTEM

TR T EITE STy
ADVANCE TECHNOLOGY

SPECIAL PRICES

HP 921 TONNER
HP 06A TONNER
HP 291 BLACK INK
HP 45A BLACK INK

HP 411 COLOUR INK

TIAVAT i S B (T-£1T0 T-AA-0 1 gt tdo

Cargo

B Al-Nasim Cargo
Forwarders for packing,
customs clearance, domestic
& international forwarding
air & sea. Contact: Al-
Nasim cargo forwarder.
Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel:
275903 / 216048 / 407905
B ITS Global Logistics,
Tel: 967-1-218142 (5 lines)
Fax: 967-1209940, Email:
itsgroup@y.net.ye
itsglobalogistic @y.net.ye P.
O. Box 25159, Sana’a.,
R.O.Y. Business
Development, 73217750,
Customer Service:
73212272

Operations: 73217752
Exemptions 73214700.
Global Logistic Solutions
International Fright
Forwarding (Land/Sea/ Air).
Weather Proof Packing,
Removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door
services (Worldwide).
Customs clearance,
Exemptions, www.
ITSGLOBALOGISTICS.CO
M

B Red Sea Packing,
General Trading
Agency.(Circle
International). Packing,
Travels, Forwarding,
Custom Clearance, Copiers,
Faxes, Stencil Duplicators,
Copy printers. Tel: 264089
/090/124 Fax: 00967-1-
264104/417387. Email:

Aden
251155,
Mukalla: Tel. 05-351050,

Email:

@

—o—:1|
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MAKTABATI

STATIONERY

R. of Y.- Sana’a, Hadda Str. Tel/Fax: 240419 P.O.Box: 19613

s

Maktabati e

*»

*
[ S——— = V11
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WORLOWIDE EXPRESS

For School & Office Supplies
ALL YOUR NEEDS
UNDER ONE ROOF.—=

Hadda Str. Sana'a Infront of Yemenia
Airline, Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041

Lad) dsganll doglasell plal Buio £ Ll
FUVh LY :uusd = FEoF oV o

Computer, Stationery

TEHAMA FOR
STATIONERY

& School, educational tools

We do not make the impossible.
However, we are the best

g bR
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Insurance
m Trust
Yemen
Shareb For System § .5~ ®
- et Reinsurance
SRS 1 S il Rl “ e Co. Sanaa-
amved| dad dodai - dnmalo dalail Hadda Str.
s =) 5
I Villa No. 143 -
Jalaall emiliall 3B gali y - TR NN
umzm:uuuiqwe.:;s.,mmm::::: :w.;ﬂ-":ﬁ Tel 264263’
SHAREBSYS®Y NET.YE 1 g% dapa. 'IWEWW’.'E:;vM Fax:263234
. &
= e
w2
AGnll’m
U /]d/’l Travel L
olyawll Gl-se  THE ONE STOP
P.O.Box 19354, Sana'a, Tel. 216028, 400722/3, Fax:
Email: wanthony@griffin-itd.com

77, Fax: 2698
02-259874, Taiz: Tel. 04~
Hodieda Tel. 03-200727,

skyn@y.net.ye Alr Services

MARIB 7 oy i

THAVEL
&TOURISM e ey e
CARGO ETVISION SR
Serving you whole - heartedly!

Freight Forwarding Air/Sea
Customs Brokers

Packers, Movers
Door-to-Door Delivery
Warehousing
Transportation

g

el g Jaallg whedil b b1
THE BEST IN PACKING
& FORWARDING

Tel.: 967-1-208898 - 408518
Fax: 208897,
Email: yempac@y.net.ye

Tel.1-441109/126, Fax:1-440733

E-mail: maribcargo@y.net.ye

P.0.Box: 161,
Sana'a,

Rep. of Yemen
....... z

redsea@y.net.ye. Hadda
Complex B. 6. P.O.
Box:19227.Sana’a, ROY.
B YEMEN PACKING &
FORWARDING
CO.(YEMPAC CARGO)
Tel: 967-1-208898, Fax:
967-1-208897 E-mail:
yempac@ y.net.ye.
Operations:
408518/7904603

Sales & Mkt: 408517/
73208898,

Clearance: 408518.
Global Logistic Solutions

International Fright
Forwarders (Land/Sea/Air).

e pepe pep gy

4

P.O.Box: 3366.
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! SANA'A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

WEB:http/www.yempac.com.

Weather Proof Packing,
removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door
services (Worldwide).
Customs clearance,
Exemptions,

MONEY TRANSFER

B Western Union the
fastest way to send money
worldwide.

AL-HAMD FOR
EXCHANGE.

Al-Tahreer St. Sana’a.
Tel:286562, 273069
Hadda
st.Mobile:73775335, E-
mail: ALHAMD @ye.net

Situation

Y

Vacant

B Wanted: Live in
cook/houseboy,
trained in Eastern and
continental Cooking,
competitive  salary
and leave package.
Please contact
Tel.73776943 After 7
pm.

B Needed: female
reservation + tick-
eting staff with S
years  experience.
216028/400722, Fax:
400555 Email:wan-
thony@griffin-
Itd.com .
M Needed: Marketing
Manager Classic
Dining & Fast food
restaurant, looking
for presentable, edu-
cated, computer lit-
erate, bilingual mar-
keting manager. Fax
CV.10417-807

Job

D
S

Seekers

B Abdulla Al-Jabri:

B.S. in computer
Eng. + 10 years expe-
rience in computer, network,
Analysis, programming, PCs
operation of
maintenance marketing, act.,
Electric, Air conditioning,
Data  centers, planing,
research & admin. 71138998
- 218215

B Ra'afat El-Sharief: expe-
rienced teacher for physics
chemistry science for all
grades, 71254623

W Bachelor English studies,
computer diploma, fire years
experience in teaching, four
years in the field of private
security and safety with for-
eigners. 71676290

B Abdulalim Ghaleb Al-

installation,

Alwani:  high  diploma
degree, improve the English
language. I want to work in
any company. Tel. 406401

B Egbal Sayyani: If you
need a trade & investment
consultant, please contact E-
mail: eqbalcorp@
yamen.net.ye

B Anwar Aburrigal: English
B.A. Degree holder, wish to
have a work at your leading
travel company. 213678,
pager: 5840241

M Iragi: baby sitter, English
teacher, university edu-
cation, baby age from 4.
73588366

B Fahmi Abdu Ahmed:
English arts good degree.
73832233

" Computer |

B For sale: a computer intel
233MHz, 2 hard drives
(approximately 10 GB total),
Multimedia with external fax
modem, for only $250 or
nearest offer. Talal 412596,
pager 585549

M For sale: computer PIII,
HD 20GB, CD Rom 52X,
CPU 535 MHz, Ram 128
MB, Multimedia Monitor
15", Price $ 350. 73563752
W For sale: Toshiba laptop,
CPU 650, RAM 64 MB,
HDD 5 GB, modem and
network card built-in, DVD
and floppy drivers, TV. Con-

N WA
(67 oA f i)
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nector. 71170706

Real Estate

B For rent: villa in al-Asbahi
City, two floors with, garden
big yard, full furnetured, Om
Ahmed 73508591

B For sale: leasehold shop,
Running business for sale
with all decoration act. on
Zubairy St. good location.
Mohammed Tel. 71110176
B For rent: Ground flour, 4
rooms, 2 bathroom, big sale
+ kitchen with a beautiful
garden. On the right a big
room + toilette independent
(for guests or house
keepers). On the left inde-
pendent shop with street
entrance + big room on the
top + toilette. It can be used
as clinic with laboratory and
pharmacy. All with 3 tele-
phone lines. 71270571

[ Vehicles

B For sale: land crouser
VXR, model 99, full options
and in excellent conditions +
mercedes 300SE model 90,
full options and excellent
conditions. Abdullah
71739768

B Needed: Mercedes model
83 to 84, Price Y.R.500.000.
71703268

M For sale: Mercedes-Benz
model 95, E220. full option

AVLLAN
#2009
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Email: cnp@y.net.

Sana’a, Hadda StrTel: 263602, Telfax: 263637, Pager. 5830590,
Mobile: 7903445, PO.Box: 8130, Hodeidah Branch: Tel. 20117172
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| To participate in this section contact Mr. Victor. at. 268661/2/3 Ext: 212/111 Mobile: 73810416 |

Per line, Per year $150 Only

Fire Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,

Sana'a, Hadda St. Opp. Emirates Airlines
. 506661/2 Telefax: 506789, P.O. Box 5517
E-mail: ofugline@yemen.net.ye

Sana'a - Tel. 272808,272973, Telefax. 272809, P.O. Box: 1105,
Mukalla -Tel. 05-307967/8, Fax. 05-307968, P.O. Box. 8065
Email: adhbantravel @y.net.ye

TRAVELS "
§oscad pak 33 by Usstigl] b glaiall Ll daglale pHAL T Lo gal

ADHBAN

RECRUITMENT
SERVICES

ADHBAN
g W

| S— 7
2 il

-

Sana’a - Tel. 272808,272973, Telefax. 272809, P.O. Box: 1105,
Mukalla -Tel. 05-307967/8, Fax. 05-307968, P.O. Box. 8065
Email: adhbantravel@y.net.ye

Telepk ] 118, Accident (Traffic) 194,
Foreign Affairs, 202544/7, Interior Affairs
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus
Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism
254032, TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent
203131/3, Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

(- AIRLINES _

Continental Airlin 278668/283082
Egypt Air 273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Lufthansa 213400/219252

Qatar Air ways Fax: 275415, Tel. 275366/275414

$ BANKS

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:
Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824 Tel967-1-260823

< Credit Agricole Indosuez

Head Office: Al-Zubiry St. 274371213
Al-Qasr St. & 272802/1/20
Aden : Al-Ma'alla St = 02/247402/3/4

Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.:
Taiz Al-Mugama'a St.:

0372195067
04/210568/9/50
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Tel: 219890/ 270750

® Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism. For domestic &
international air tickets with price busters all airlines.

Alkumaim Trading Center Hadda st.

Mukalla:Hay Addi St. :05/352917-306560
C.;  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
el 264775 264702 Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank 274310/11
Yemeni Islamic Bank  Sana'a: 401552-205678
Taiz: 251816
Hodeidah: 213517
YBRD 271623/4

= CARRENT

Hertz Rent a Car Sana’a: 01-440309
Aden: 02-245625

Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car  417346-7927920

CAR SHOWROOMS & SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN 200150749
OPEL/GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 4168323

COMPUTER EDUCATION
TRAINING CENTER
NIIT Quality Computer Education
445518/7-442073
APTECH Computer Education
(Internet Focussed Sana’'a: 01 -440677
Curmiculum, E-commerce, Aden: 02-237199
1SO 9001 Certified) Taiz: 04-250343
Mukalla: 05-307492

m Sana’a: 441024/5, Aden:243124

Hodeidah:219643, 1bb:406882
Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 247603
Hodeidah:234982, 1bb:411988
Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469
Shabua: 202326

FedEx

Frdenal Fagress

w0}

Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas 602408
Shehab Dental Center 400443/218824

ol FREIGHT FORWARDERS

407905
278674/7909110

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders
Al-Rawahil Olympia

Aramex Sana’a: 441024/5
Griffin Logistics Ltd. Sana’a: 440166
Gulf Air Cargo 440891/344467
ITS Global Logistics 218142

Marib Travel & Tourism
(Cargo Division) 441109/126 Fax: 440733
Yempac Sana’a 208898-408518

GSM CUSTOMER SERVICE

Spacetel Yemen Mobile: 111, Tel. 73111111
Saba fon 7111211

(+ HOSPITALS

Yemen Gemen Hospital (open heart surgery)
Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116
The First Clinic For Neurologic

And Psychiatric Patients 204252
Al-Jelani Hospital 615402-615400
Al-Jumhury Hospital 274285
Yemen Emirates Hospital 2008307200730
Al-Thawra Hospital 246366
Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

HOTELS

SANA’A:

Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230
Dream Land Hotel: 255511/6
Best Western Hadda Hotel: 41521215
Hadda Town: 415900
Hill Town: 278426/9/8
ADEN:

Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5

Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055

INSTITUTE

German Language Institute 200945
Modem British Institute (University Branch) 203689
The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812
American Academic Institute 249294

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Arab Insurance Company

Sana’'a 606810/1/2/3/4/5 Fax /6 Aden: 257875-
260827, Taiz; 260744 , Hodaida: 27967273,
Mukalla: 309744, Abyan: 604030
Aman Insurance Sana’a 202105/6
Aden: 244295, Taiz: 251454, Hodeidah: 201110
Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)

Sana’a 272713/874 Aden: 243490-242476

Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6
Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668 Taiz=240927/34

Hodeidah: 219545/8

Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co. 264263
United Insurance Sana’a 214232
Taiz: 215012/825, Aden: 240971-248011
Hodeidah: 206485-219969, Mukalla: 305051
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193,
5 lines, Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company - Sana’a: 272806/
272962/43,  Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345
Mukalla: 304292, Hodcidah: 261839/17

REAL ESTATE

Ahmed Muraisi Real Estate  416084-7902784

SCHOOLS
Sana'a Turkish School 4482589
Al-Hussein National Schools 41282677
Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
The English School 419308
Tulip School 412249

Ashtal Travel & Tourism Fax: 440839 Tel. 440930

Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Al-Sunidar  Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808
Apollo Business Travel Center  Tel. 444000/888

Arabian Peninsula T & T Fax: 414798 Tel. 414755
Bon Voyage Travels 440646
Murjan Travel Fax: 216028 Tel: 400722
Sky Travels Fax: 266258 Tel: 26093246
Universal Business Travel Center  Tel: 441158/9/60

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied Science and Social
Sana’a: 400587/254492
Aden: 234533/234960
44997172
250553/4/5

Queen Arwa University
Sana’a University

sky  blue,
excellent Vacancy
conditions The British Institute for Languages
for a cheap olel Syl sgeol
price. Arabic Courses for n-nath ki
phone: - English Courses

- Computer Courses
73215210 - CurriculSms Courses
B For sale:| geagquarter: UN. St. 440719, Branch: Beirut St. Tel, 415812
Pajero, model containes Recorder, and mul-
90, 20.000 km, Ali 71107477 (imedia ringtones, 150
B Needed: Mercedes Benz 14 me phonebook, sends

230E, model 88 to 93, price.
Y.R.900.000 - YR1.200.000,
Contact 73810416

B For sale: TOYOTA land
crouser model 2000 VXR 8
calender, full options, auto-
matic gear. Abdullah Ahmed
71109899

B For Sale: Toyota Land
Cruiser 4 doors 4wd, model
91 with air-conditioner front
and back in excellent shape
and condition priced at
$10,500. Interested call

71928522, Pager 5820128

Home/Office

Equipment

Arabic sms, only $160, con-
tact Mado. 73885765

B For sale: two sitting
rooms black colour (each
consists of 1+1+ 2+3 tables)
, sitting room brown colour
(1+142+3 tables+ unit), two
italian double bed room, din-
ing table (270cm x 100cm) +
8 chairs + 1 unit with a mir-
ror, deep freezer, washing
machine full automatic
(kalvinator), cooker 5 fil-
ames (glamges), refrigerator
(16 FT) beko. Contact
71100886 / 505157, from
3pm to 8 pm,

Attention!

9/12 pass Students / Fresh Graduates! Professionals! ISA offers coaching/guidance / counseling
on Degree Programs of American World University. Bachelors / Masters / Doctorate / Diploma
| Certificate Programs. Author of “Improve Your English” is here. Please
Rush Today! Special Batch!! Do you miss anything now?

Yes, Translation! Enjoy learning!!!
Non native speakers, learn Arabic effectively at the academy

Please Tel. 1-412039/ 417441, Email: isacademy2002@yahoo.com f el
Website: www.isacademy.org

W For sale: Wishing house, Science,
large size, washing machine

& dryer, Remote control air

class) private lessons.
contact: Samir Suliman.

for (1 to 9

conditioner, Wood furniture ~ 73770365
to completely furnish one or m llikalg ol 55
two floats. Contact 272589 Fmﬁ\;:;%l::ﬂy’our
Private lessons etk

available. Genuine
W If you want to teach your  puyers/dog lovers

child the following subjects,
Arabic, Eng.” Maths. and

contact Mr. Chris by
Mobile No 73816219

& FOR YOUR BABY

center
10 Al S g gl - plase
YAEVEA-YVEAQY

SANA'A Al-Qaser St. near the Chinese Embassy.Tel: 274891 - 284748
Email: foryou-foryourbaby @maktoob.com

B For sale: phone,
ALCATEL 512, used
but its still very clean,

5900

SUPER
y Iy,

E-mail:

al-khulaki@y.net.ye
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for medicens, medical appllanoes & General Trading
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KHALL] OMAN TOURIST HOTEL

Sana'a -
Tel.: 279593, 278817, 279295, 279038,
272452, 271820, Fax: 279594,

P. 0.Box: 1482-Sana'a

Ali Abduimogni St.
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MAGRABI

CAL

More than 25 years of experience in SAUDI-
* Eye Examination by specialized Egyptian Doctors with highly

specialized cadre & medical equipment
* Wide variety of fashionable ophthalmic & sunglasses frames
* Best quality of medical & colored contact lenses

P T

MAGRABI

Sana’a - Zubairy St. Tel. 218661 Fax: 203053 Sana'a - STC Tel. 448512 Fax: 448513 cwaoir

ARABIA, EGYPT, U.A.E. and OMAN, Now in YEMEN
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Modern Medical Twlmology / Est.

{sana'a, behind Saba Hotel, Tel 275165 “-H"“"-MV :
Fax: 41776 PO 8o 16165 Sana'a

Email: mmte@y.net.ye
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Email: althariinyemen@hotmail.com (YYVV£0 : S AT .0 o

Audgad) i Lasastly il pissald
Al Slaadd) asads (e rﬁ
Alslall sai¥l ;855 — ol I Jasdl (o8 85 - J
09,90 o Aabaall g phoadl Jageus - Oyl yals -
Al yall g Jasdl  calllal Silasil s - (33 M Bl -

gﬂhﬂ ! 3 beknd

Abdul Nabee Opthalmic

OPTICIAN Primary Eye Care
Al Kasar Street, 13, Al Awdi Building, Behind Arab Bank, Sana’a

-

Tel: 272976
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Hadda St. near the Al-Waha Tourism Complex
Baghdad St. Intersection Tel. 219708

Address: Head Office- Sana'a -
Tel. 200765, Fax. 406570, Branch: Algeria St -
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Al-SHAMI
Establishment

FOR GENERM. TRA.DING

l‘nlk Amq Oﬂﬂ:ld S!rvzm. Industry
Materiales, Building Materiales, Electric
Materiales.

Sana‘a, Taiz St. Tel:264735/248648
Fax 268285, P.O. Box: 2023,
Aden; 3412058
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Green Land Co.
Ltd. For Trade

Material & Copper wire for
rewinding & workshops equipment
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Sana’a- Y.R. Tel: 286829, Telefax:282932,
P.O Box: 565, Email: greenlandco7 @hotmail.com
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

SALAH SALEH AHMED
FoR THE YEMEN TIMES

Tombs and domes:

Mawza'a is famous for its tombs
and domes that attract many visitors
from many neighboring districts.
Among those are Ba Saad Bin Ali
dome and tomb and Al-Mihwaly
dome.

Ba Saad Bin Ali Dome:

This is a very large dome decorated
with hexagonal stars. The dome was
built for Ba Saad Bin Ali Al-Hadrami in
Rajab, who died in 587 Hijri, i.e., mak-
ing it 836 years old. The height of the
dome is about 14.5 meters and is built
in a rectangular shape with black
stones. Its interior is composed of four
semi domes in each of the four cor-
ners. The prime dome is estimated to
be 20 meters in diameter.
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Ba Saad Bin Ali dome
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Ba Saad Tomb:

This tomb is actually composed of
two adjacent graves surrounded by a
wooden structure made of Al-Saag
wood. The tomb, which has four win-
dows, is covered with woolen textile
of red and green colors. There are
engravings on the wood explaining
the history of the person buried. To
the south there lies another tomb of
one of Bin Saad's followers.

Al-Mihwaly Dome:

This dome dates back to more than
400 years and was constructed of
Aajer stones. Near the dome, there is
a water well, which is currently in
ruins after it was a major source of
water at the time. Traces of ancient
structures surround the dome in
almost every direction. Overall, the
dome is quite similar to that of Bin
Saad, but it is smaller in size and is
suffering from cracks on its side walls.

People of Mawza'a claim that there
were four other domes in the area, but
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A scene from Mawza’'a

two were destroyed by the Wahhabi
sect followers and Saudi-affiliated sol-
diers who aimed at destroying the
tombs and domes thinking that they
were being made holistic by the
locals. Villagers in the area resisted
this act and an agreement was
reached to leave two and destroy two.

Mawza’a the Culture
Vocabulary:

When talking with the local people
of Mawza'a, you may be surprised to
hear unfamiliar words that you have
never heard before. It might as well
be a challenge for you when trying to
make sense of those strange words
without asking about their meaning. If
you were to actually ask “why?”, you
would get an answer equivalent to
“just like that” pronounced as: “waroo-
ki", or “fishi boori". These are words
that do not relate to Arabic and whose
source is unknown or more accurate-
ly, not researched yet.

Continued on page 14
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National Paints & Chemicals Factory Co. Ltd.

* Paint derivatives Chemico
- gﬁﬁfqﬂ‘iﬂfp’ S ___—Road Marking Paints
- Putties & adhesives qmlto
Refinish Paints and 4_____—-—-' \
car care products Industrial and Spocialist Paints
N7 ¢ v
st a4 A
License of IC1 Paints (London) intornationabaints
« Far Construction !
- Unimata soiutions for budding Industry — i
(w:nﬂml msnsmm (Ships, Gan & OF fllds,
- Swiss origin . s, s . o)

NPCFC@ y.net.ye,

Tel. 04-222890,224490, Fax. 224493, P.O. Box 5726

& ™™ Yemen’s Premier Language
YALI Institute Since 1975
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Announcing Term 67:

March 22 - April 23, 2003

/ Registration:
March 15 -March 18

Placement Exams:
Mondays/ Thursdays

Class Available at 9 Levels

(Mornings, Afternoons & Evenings)

- Self-Access Multi-Media Lab
(Video/Sofrware/ Reading & Listening)

- Extra Computer lab for all Students

- Plus Many Elective/Special Courses

@EL Preparation Course )

COOLPIX 4300

HIGH QUALITY DIGITAL TO GO

S

ENERE]

Nikon TAHA. M. ANAM Trading Est.
Taiz, 04-210526 Sana'a, 01216027 Aden, 02-240220
- www.nikon-image.com

For information, contact YALI at:
448039 or 445482/3 © Fax: 448037
E-mail: info@yali.org.ye
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Prices of Yemen Times in Gulf Countries - KSA: 2 rials, UAE: 2 dirhams, Oman: 500 baisas, Qatar: 2 rials, Bahrain: 200 fils
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