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While election violators criticized Around 1,536 candidates compete:

Election countdown
-

By MOHAMMED BIN SALLAM
& HASSAN AL-ZAIDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Sanaa—Preparations are tak-
ing place all around the country
in prelude to Yemen's third par-
liamentary elections scheduled
on April 27 with the competition
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of 1‘536 candidates, of which
only 16 are female candidates
and 464 independents, according
to the Supreme Commission for

Elections and Referendum
(SCER).
Even though the overall

atmosphere is not as exciting as
that of earlier elections because
of the war on Iraq, yet the elec-
tions rhythm is expected to
enhance during this week.

On the final preparations for
the big elections day, Mr. Abdu
al-Janadi, Chairman of the
Information and Awareness sec-

tor of the SCER, stated i/

L

.

Yemen's insistence S

to go on with elections

despite the war on Iraq was

Wednesday that everything was
going on as scheduled. However,
he also noted that a large number
of candidates have violated the
elections law and were found in
non-compliant.

“The SCER has discovered
scores of infringements by par-
ties and individual candidates
and we have taken the appropri-
ate steps to suspend those viola-
tors. We do have in record all the
names of those who breached the
elections law.” Mr. al-Janadi
said.

Mr. al-Janadi

.
S

seen by many as the right deci- A

sion. However, many are bracing for

R

possible violence in this elections, espe- A
cially as competition between the two main .

parties intensifies.

-
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warned that the continuity of
such breaches would force the
SCER to declare the names of
the parties and candidates that
infringed the law of elections,
which will result in substantial
damage to those parties.

He added that such violations
are against the law, calling upon
candidates to practice their elec-
toral rights without harming oth-
ers’ rights so as to maintain a
free and just rivalry and to
achieve the intended objectives

of the process. Nasserite IZQG

Continued on page 3
= "‘-\ Others 464

Graph showing the number of
candidates of independents and
| major political parties for next
| week’s elections

Investigations to hunt 10 masterminds who fled the city of Aden

190 still behind bars

BY HASSAN AL-AZAIDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Informed sources told the Yemen Times
that the number of elements apprehended by
Yemeni authorities have climbed to 190 after
the escape of ten key al-Qaeda suspects on
April 11 from the political security prison in
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Aden.

Those elements are suspected to have
planned and implemented the bombing the
USS Cole destroyer at the port of Aden in

QOctober 2002.
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Two of them are expected to be sentenced
to death and some others are suspected of
having links to al-Qaeda and accused of

being involved in other explosion acts.

The sources said authorities aim to change
the situation of the mujahideen youths,
(Islamic militants) to the pre-1997 period.

The elements were tracked down by
authorities when Abdurahman al-Jaza'eri
was detained in Dhala’e that year.

Continued on page 3
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The Omega
Constellation
combines striking
beauty with a unique |
watchmaking
heritage. Like the
18-carat gold and
steel Quadra model
she wears, only
tennis star Anna
Koumnikova can
match performance
with glamour so well.
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Jar Allah’s murderer
stands trial

BY YASSER AL-MAYASI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

SANA’A_ The court of appeal start-
ed its session yesterday in order to
bring Ali Ahmed Jar Allah, the murder-
er of Jar Allah Omar last December to
trial.

Mr. Jar allah Omar was shot dead
after he completed his speech during
the Islah congressional assembly in
Sanaa.

The Yemen Public Attorney declared
last week that investigations had been
completed and both the Jarallah mur-
derer along with the so-called Abed
Abdurazzaq Mohammed Kamel who
killed the US doctors in Jibla are to be
stood trial.

The case has been described as “‘sur-
prising” and “unexpected” by the
Mohammed al-Mekhlafi, a member of
the legal committee entrusted to follow
the Jar allah’s case at Yemen's
Socialist Party.

Ali Jar Allah,

o]
S AR O the murderer

On the other hand, an Islah official
source expressed its surprise to
announce the trial before completing
investigations.

The source had charged the authori-
ty to exploit the case within the elec-
tion campaign.

In the same context, the President
and the Head of the Supreme Judiciary
Council, Ali Abdullah Saleh, has
approved the death penalty against the
so-called Annasher who was charged
of killing three nuns used to work for
lunatic asylum in Hodiedah in 2000.

Amran governor tenders resignation

Mr. Taha Ahmed, the Amran gover-
nor, has tendered his resignation to
the president of the republic in protest
against to the attack on him on
Wednesday 16 April.

The attack was committed by Mr.
Sadek Abdullah Hussien al-Ahmar, a

member of Islah Party and a candidate
at, (281) constituency in Khamer
area.

The attack took place when the gov-
ernor had returned from a short
inspection tour to a number of areas in
Amran city.

On the light of that, a committee has
been set up under directives by the
president of the republic consisting of
attorney general, Director of the
Security General and Criminal
Administration in the governorate .

Demining work team in Hadhramout

Mohsen al-Yousofi, chairman of the national commit-
tee of demining which has been inaugurated last month
has revealed to the Yemen Times last Friday that a spe-
cial detachment for demining has started marking sites
suspected to have planted in Maifa’e, Hagar in

Hadhramout.

The detachment will set up its work in the regions |
that have been mined in 1994 very soon”. Mr. Mohsen ;

has added

In the first week of April 2003 alone:

Traffic incidents kill 31

More than 167 traffic incidents took
place in the first week of this month
(April 2003) alone and resulted in the
killing of 31 people and great human
and material losses.

Statistical reports issued by the
General Traffic Authority indicated
that the toll also includes 82 who were
seriously injured.

The Authority’s report has estimated

the material loss at YR 10,385,000.

The main reasons behind such acci-
dents can be summarized in the overall
inefficiency of the traffic control sys-
tem in limiting the cases of high speed
driving, negligence, traffic violations,
lack of continuous technical check ups.
Other factors including bad conditions
of roads and bad weather were also
noted.

New Indian ambassador
to Yemen

Indian embassy in Sana’a issued
Wednesday a press release on appoint-
ment of a new ambassador to Yemen.
The press release added that H.E. Mr.
Karuppaiyah has been appointed as the
next Ambassador of India to the
Republic of Yemen. He is a career diplo-

~mat, Besides working af the Ministry of

External Affairs in New Delhi, he has
served in various capacities at Colombo,
Baghdad, Rabat, Bahrain, Kandy and
Kuwait. Presently he is serving as
Minister Plenipotentiary in the Embassy
of India, Berne (Switzerland).
He is likely to assume charge in

Sana’a by end June or July, 2003, .

Amnesty International calls for
release of Hammoud Murshed

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Amnistia International Unidad
Territorial de Madrid has stepped up
its calls for the release of Hammoud
Murshed Hassan, who is detained at
present in Taiz Central Prison. In a
press released issued last month, the
organization renewed its calls to
release Hammoud, who is currently
awaiting the verdict of frequently
postponed judicial  proceedings
regarding his death sentence. The

original trial dates back to 1995, and
the sentence was confirmed on appeal
in 1998.

Members of Amnesty International
have been distributing leaflets to visi-
tors of a recently held exhibition in
Madrid, entitled “Yemen-land of
Queen of Sheeba” about the case of
Hammoud.

Amnesty International members
also held a peaceful demonstration
outside the museum where the exhibi-
tion was held. Banners were dis-

played as a protest against the situa-
tion of human rights in Yemen, and
death penalty sentences which are
often applied afier trials that do not
conform to international standards.
The Amnesty group also urged the
Yemen government to ensure a fair
trial for Hammoud and to abolish the
death penalty.

Amnesty International groups in
Germany, Sweden, Norway and the
Netherlands are also defending this
case.

Amnesty Internahonal peaceful demonstration outslde the museum
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Readers’ )
Voice

Yemen Times is
reintroducing a popular
feature “Readers’ Voice” -
formerly known as YT
Opinion Poll.

This is your opportunity
to have a say on world and
local affairs.

THIS WEEK'S QUESTION:

What do you expect as a
result of the upcoming

elections on April 277

- Total domination by the
ruling party,
increase
parliament

which will
its seats in
- The results will be
relatively similar to those of
1997’s elections

- A surprise will take place
and Islah party will get much
more seats than expected

- Let’s just wait and see

LAST WEEK'S
QUESTION:

If you were to vote in
Yemen in the coming
elections, will the stance of
political parties concerning
the war on Iraq affect your
vote?
e No it will have no effect
on my vote 39.5%
s Yes, certainly to a great
extent 31.9%
¢ ['ll boycott the elections
15.5%
s Yes, but to a limited
extent 12.9%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
and have your
voice heard!
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On the other hand, the number of
the monitors in the coming parliamen-
tary elections has reached 36,000 rep-
resenting various segments of the
local and international community.

SCER sources said that 30,000 of
the monitors represent 22 civil society
organizations, while around 2,209
monitors represent a number of local
parties and 64 represent international
organizations and institutions.

The number of journalists demand-
ing participating permissions from
Information Center of the parliamen-
tary elections has reached 188 where-
as the number of Arab and foreign
journalists has reached 65.

At the same time, a number of the
main and sub-committees started last
Wednesday to receive both men and
women subcommittees which have
reached 25,528.

The number of members of those
committees has reached 76,584 dis-
tributed to all 5,611 electoral centers
in all the governorates of the republic.

Preparations are in full swing to
deploy around 60,000 escorts around
the electoral centers and that has been
approved by the SCER. They are
entrusted with maintaining security in
those committees as well as during the
vote counting procedure following the
closure of ballot boxes on April 27.

The number of candidates compet-
ing is as follows:

464 independent candidates

296 for .the General Peoples
Conference (GPC)

198 for Islah

109 for the Yemeni Socialist Party

65 for the Nasserite Party

62 for Attas-heeh Party

53 for the Socialist Arab. Ba’ath
Party

50 for the Al-Khodhr (Green)
Social Party

47 for the National Democratic
Front

Election countdown

46 for the Democratic Nasserite
Party

30 for the National Socialist Arab
Ba'ath Party

22 for the People Forces Union

19 for the National Social Party

16 for the Democratic Union Party

14 for the Democratic Peoples
Party

14 for the Attahreer Front

13 for the al-Hagq Party

11 for the al-Wahdah Party

5 for the September Party

2 for the Yemen
Congregation

Union

On the other hand, sources at the
Joint Meeting Parties stated that the
coming elections will be less violent
than the pervious ones due to'the com-
mitment of the Joint Meeting Parties
based on an agreement signing two
weeks ago according to the National
Alignment Charter.

Even though security forces are
bracing for the worst in terms of pos-
sible violence during the elections,
violence seems to have already start-
ed. Al-Thowra official daily said in an
issue last week that a woman shot fire
at a GPC female member in the main
committee of constituency 19 in the
Sana’a governorate.

Dr. Abduladheem, the Chairman of
the Islah Executive Office denied that
the incident was a result of partisan
disturbances. “It is a family-related
incident and has nothing to do with
the coming elections,” he said.

Meanwhile, the two largest parties
GPC and Islah continue as usual
throwing mud at each other in the
media. The Islah party has accused the
official media of distorting Islah’s
reputation, while on the other hand al-
Mithaq newspaper, the mouthpiece of
the GPC went as far as naming the
Assahwa newspaper, mouthpiece of
Islah, as the Taliban-Yemen newspa-

per.

Large-scale arrest campaigns and
manhunt operations have alternated
after kidnapping incidents and killing
of foreigners by Abu Bakr al-Mehdhar
in Abyan in December 1998.

Negotiation are conducted between
authorities and some mujahedeen, to
give up hunt-down and detention
campaigns and to set the detainees
free from the political security prisons
and put an end to the US-Yemen
cooperation to track down those ele-
ments.

Perhaps the cooperation with the
US in anti-terror campaigns has taken
different dimensions in recent period
regarding tracking key al-Qaeda sus-
pects and this could clearly be detect-
ed through the killing of the top al-
Qaeda operator, Ali Qaed Salem
Senyan al-Harethi and his compan-
ions by using a pilotless predator
plane.

This also can be manifested through
the arrest of the key al-Qaeda suspect
wanted by the US named Fawaz
Yahya Arrabea’e.

Perhaps matters will be stabilized
within the framework of the US-
Yemen cooperation, particularly after
the escape of the 10 al-Qaeda sus-
pects.

In the same context, two top politi-
cal security officers have been con-
ducting investigations to know the
reasons behind the escape of the 10 al-
Qaeda suspects.

On the other hand, security sources
said that security authority has recog-
nized the driver of a taxi that trans-
ported the 10 suspects from Attawahi
to al-Shiekh Othman during the jail-
break.

The car which is believed to have
taken the 10 suspects outside Aden
has not been recognized yet.

Sources added that the authorities
have set free 20 detaninees suspected
of bombing the French oil super-
tanker, Limburg.

A source at the French embassy
noted that the Limburg file has been
closed under an official agreement
with Yemen, while the USS Cole file

190 still behind bars

has so far not been settled.

On the other hand, investigations
are underway to convince Mohammed
Hamdi al-Ahdal, also known as, (Abu
Asem), another key al-Qaeda operator
to surrender to the US authorities on
condition that guarantees have to be
provided. But it was at length rejected
by Abu Asem.

On September 8, 2001, an attack
was carried out against Abeeda area in
Marib governorate where helicopters
and heavy artillery arrest two prime
masterminds wanted the US and those
are, Abu Asem and Abu Ali al-
Harethi. The latter was killed by a US
predator plane along with five associ-
ates.

Political observers see that the US-
led war against Iraq and the stance of
the other Arab countries particularly
Yemen, will sympathize with al-
Qaeda elements where the Yemeni
authorities have committed them-
selves to search for them.

The authorities have faced difficul-
ties in gathering information about
those elements as well as in tracking
them down.

Other observers see that the escape
of the 10 prime al-Qaeda suspects
could have links with other Yemeni
elements as a result of the US-led war
against the Iragi people and the ongo-
ing incidents in the Mideast.

On the other hand, circumstances
under which the 10 key al-Qaeda sus-
pects escaped are still unknown.

Security sources told the Yemen
Times that security authorities have
doubled efforts in all the Yemen's
areas searching for al-Qaeda ele-
ments.

The security apparatus has allocat-
ed a financial reward for anyone who
could give information about their
whereabouts and their hideouts.

The source doesn’t rule out that
those elements might have escaped
outside Yemen through sea outlets.

It is worthwhile mentioning that the
files of the USS Cole destroyer and
bombing of the French oil supertanker
Limburg are still under study.

Yemeni students
arrested

A source from Amman told Yemen
Times Friday that the Jordanian author-
ities arrested about 20 Yemeni students
studying in Jordan. The source attrib-
uted that measure to the students’
departure for Syria during the war on
Iraq.

The source mentioned that among the
arrested students were Mohammed al-
Sheelf, Saleh al-Dola, Hadi Garowan
and Ali Hassan whom the Jordnian
government decided to deport along
with 3 others, a matter that deprive them
of continuing their study in Jordan.

A number of Yemeni students staged
a sit-in in front of the Yemeni embassy
in Amman in protest to that measure.
Meanwhile the Yemeni consul at the
embassy sent a letter to the Yemeni
President Ali Abduallah Saleh asking
for a quick interference to save the stu-

dents in Baghdad who were badly treat-
ed.

About 35 volunteers, who went to
take part in war against US forces and
their allies, came back last Sunday.

The Yemeni authorities retained their
passports at Sana’s airport and released
some of those students.

On the other hand, an Arab Baath
Socialist party statement mentioned that
thousands of Yemeni students who fled
Iraq were detained at al-Ruaished area
on the Iragi- Jordanian borders. The
Jordanian authorities refuse to let them
continue their trip back home despite
the Yemeni embassy’s interference. The
statement also mentioned that around
three hundred Yemeni students are try-
ing to leave Jordan because of the
harassment they are receiving at the
hands of Jordanian authorities.

Youths need
more attention

Instead of searching for how to put
plans for building training shelters and
centers for homeless children and infir-
maries to provide lodging for them as a
part of the country and society, the inter-
national organizations and concerned
ministries in Yemen embarked last
Sunday on finding out how to establish
prisons, courts and prosecutions for juve-
niles and how to expand and spread them
all over Yemen.

That was the theme of the symposium
that was held in Taj Sheba hotel last
Sunday titled “Protection of Juveniles
Rights is the Responsibility of all” organ-
ized by Ministry of Social Affairs &
Labor in cooperation with UNICEF to
discuss juveniles situations.

The symposium aimed at exposing
governmental orientations to deal with
youth cases and UNICEF's role in the
improving programs for protecting and
taking care of juveniles. Besides dis-
cussing the impediments and difficulties
that courts, prosecutions and other sides
face and suggest appropriate solutions for
them.. Moreover, building joined aware-
ness among the sides dealing with juve-
niles to have unified visions about and
coordinating between their roles when
they implement their plans.

Our streets and villages lanes are full
with juveniles that their number gets big-
ger and bigger day after day that resulting
of expanding poverty percentage and
unemployment in our society.

The 8 cumrent infirmaries in Yemen
include only 3% of the poor and homeless
children. These infirmaries, in its current
situation, are unhealthy places to educate
these homeless the good principles.
Moreover, those places secrete complicat-
ed and miserable youths that in tumn
reflect negatively on society safety, secu-
rity and future,

Besides what juveniles are exposed to
when they are thrown in the grownups
prisons intermittently without considera-
tion the consequences. Throwing those
young among criminals, killers and
thieves will definitely create improper
and criminal behavior among them.

Mr. Abdualkareem al-Arahabi

Mr. Abdualkareema al-Arahabi, Social
Affairs and Labor Minister briefly said,
“All efforts should be exerted to solve the
have-different-dimensions  problems
related to homeless children that called
street children, There is a program is
being prepared by the ministry of social
affairs and labor to deal with this new
phenomenon that appears in our society
resulting of the family and society discon-
nection under the modern urbanization.
This program includes establishing cen-
ters for street children under Social Fund
supervision. Firstly, two centers will be
launched in Sana’a and Aden. We will pay
attention to include the rest of Yemeni
cities besides the 8 current existent infir-
maries, however, they do not take care of
all orphanages and homeless children.
Any way, paying attention to those chil-
dren depends on the applicable facilities
besides rehabilitation the teachers and
experts who are responsible for the pro-
gram that needs much efforts and time.”

He added “A department in Aden
University is founded and another will
open soon in Sana’a University whose
task is to train educational cadre in all
fields for this centers. This will be done
with cooperation of UNICEF and another
concemned organizations. We also cannot
forget the private sector role in this regard
by financing these centers from time to
time

Rafah Creativity
Award delivered

Yemeni united beverages Co.
(YUBCO)has received the creativity
award in marketing granted by the
administration of market study of
Rafah,

Director-General of Rafah Mr. Raed

al-Saqqaf has revealed to the Yemen
Times that granting this award for
(YABCO) was as a result of intensive
marketing study that have asserted an
increase in the selling of (Barakah
Water) within a specific period of time.

SANAA .NTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

 Box2002,

& Computer instruction for all ages

% Craduates attend American, Canadian,

% School hours are from 7:55 am. to 12
Saturday through Wednesday

- Phone: 370-191

EMW

||| A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION IS WAITING FOR
YOUR CHII.D AT SANAA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL m

Beautiful purpose-built fadilities on a spacious 34 acre site on the edge of town
with out—dohggfylay area and equipment. Sports fadilities indude soccer, basketball
I fields, a double tennis court, and an indoor multi-puipose area
for volleyball and basketball. Bus service available.

b Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school
* Personalized education/small class sizes

& Spedial offerings (AP Course/Exams, PSAT test, music art, drama & sports)

% Acaedited by the Middle States Assodation of Colleges and Schools (MSA)

<& Spedific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

o Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area
& Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals
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'Yemen
Fax 370-193
@qsl.org
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After reporting substances in Coca Cola bottles

Coca Cola agent emphasizes quality
standards of company’s products

Mr. Ahmed Assadawi, the Sales
Manager of Sana'a Beverages and
Industrial Co. Ltd. has refuted the alle-
gations of finding pollutant substances
inside Coca Cola bottles. He placed an
emphasis on that highly state-of-the-art
machines are able to detect any techni-
cal fault or strange materials. Speaking
to Yemen Times Thursday Mr Assadawi
said this is because either bottles that are
brought have remained open to allow
strange substances come into them or
are broken due to excessive cooling
which can cause pollution. =~

Mr. Tareq Abdulkareem al-Mosleh,

the Personnel Director of the Sana'a
Beverages & Industrial Co. Lid.
Company said: “If
there is a credibility

on the part of those
people, they will
never head for |
plants 1o blackmail. |
They have to go to d
the bodies at health
environment.

_ A number of peo-
ple have already
visited the plant and
made sure of the
production safety,
hygienic processing
and they make sure
are properly bottled. -

In a telephone The blade can
call with Mr. Saif be clearly seen
in the bottle

Moqpbil, the
Assistant
Manager of the
Health
Environment at
the Capital
Secretariat said
that a number of
complaints have
been filed in this

regard. “Such
samples are
against the law
and then the
General
Authority  for
Quality and

Standardization
is entrusted with
the matter. It
checks and
makes sure of
violation and
then the case is
referred to the
public prosecu-
tion,” Mr.
Mogqbil said.

A citizen
Abdulmalik Saeed Saleh visited Yemen
Times offices in Sana’a on Sunday 13
April with a Coca Cola bottle with a
shaving blade inside it, asking to pub-
lish the news. He did not leave the bot-
tle behind, only allowed to be pho-
tographed.

Award received by
the Sana'a
Beverages
Industrial Co. Ltd.

We offer Beginners’ Classes...:

...and other levels:
Upon demand,
assessment test will be necessary prior

Formalities:
Courses in this term cover app. 42 units
issued upon successful completion by

German Embassy
Language Courses

DEUTSCH? KEIN PROBLEM:
Welcome to Germany!

Welcome to our NEW Term from 26th of April until 11th of June, 2003.

Beginners' classes are scheduled to be held three times a week, 90 minutes,
either from 3.30 - 5.00 or from 5.30 - 7.00. According to demand we arrange an
additional course at a later time of the day.

intermediate and advanced levels will be proffered. An

qualified native speakers. Do join us right away!

to participation.

and cost app. US$75. Certificates will be
our teachers who are experienced and

For more infor-

mation:

i Call the German Embassy
d T (413174) or German
g \ House (442486, 3-6 pm).
NIT Enroliment will be possible
| S | | up to the 28th of April

| a Ring o, _Agiars Street __| 2008. You are welcomel
4 Location of the German

b Embassy Language
po— Courses is the German

Restaurant House
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Election violations by SCER raise concerns...
& Yemen Times gets excluded by Fida Nasralla

bservers, journal-
ists, politicians, and
some international
organizations  in

mission members expressed the need
and necessity to have a role of YT in
the campaign. However the SCER
failed to deliver its promise to YT

violation of its commitment to present
the main and sub committees with
training and equipment needed for the
monitoring role. According to sources

Yemen have recent-
ly expressed grave concern about vio-
lations committed by the Supreme
Commission for Elections and
Referendum (SCER) in the last few
weeks in the preparatory phase of the
elections to take place on April 27.

Non-government media excluded

Among the violations that were
reported was the exclusion of all non-
governmental media organs including
opposition and independent newspa-
pers from following up the SCER
activities and sessions. Only the offi-
cial news agency Saba and govern-
mental newspapers along with nation-
al TV and radio were allowed to cover
those events. Observers and monitors
say that this action by the SCER is in
direct breach of the SCER’s own com-
mitment to the Yemeni public and
international community to maintain
transparency by allowing the press to
report freely on the commission’s
activities and to enlighten the public
of the developments in this regard.

“There should be nothing to hide!
Why don’t they open the doors and let
journalists report the truth to the
Yemeni people?” inquired Jalal Al-
Sharaabi, Editor-in-Chief of Al-Usboo
independent weekly.

“This is in direct violation of
SCER’s commitment to allow the
press to freely report on the events and
activities happening in this institution
in this critical time. This is the time
the press needs to know what is going
on behind closed doors in the SCER,
and if governmental press is allowed
in, why don'’t they allow other journal-
ists to report the truth?”

YT excluded by Fida Nasrallah

In another act, considered a breach
of the SCER’s commitment to involve
the local press in the awareness cam-
paign on elections, the SCER decided
to exclude Yemen Times (YT) from
the media awareness projects and
from the whole campaign. Despite the
efforts of YT to participate in any
phase of the different elections cam-
paigns, SCER refused to allow YT to
have a role in any phase. This comes
in contradiction with the objective of
the fund allocated by several donor
organizations, which stated that the
aim was to raise awareness by allow-
ing the maximum number of active
newspapers to participate in the cam-
paign. It is a question raised by YT,
which is by far the most widely read
English-language newspaper in
Yemen and is among the largest circu-
lating newspapers in Yemen, and also
among the most active newspapers in
coverage of elections, human rights
and democracy related issues.

YT was the only English-language
Yemeni newspaper that was excluded
from participating in the campaign.
When contacting the SCER, the com-

at some of those committees, the
meeting that was supposed to be held
last Wednesday was dominated by
chaos and ambiguity concerning the
share of the opposition parties in mon-
itoring the elections in those commit-
tees. Some opposition party members
claimed that this delay is an attempt to
replace opposition monitors with
monitors of the ruling party the GPC.

insisting not to allow it to participate
in the campaign in any way. The
SCER said that the committee that
rejected Yemen Times was headed by
Dr. Fida Nasrallah, who is one of the
members of the committee set up by
the donors to decide on the participa-
tion of various newspapers in the cam-
paign. Dr. Fida refused to get Yemen
Times in any phase of the campaign,
insisting that Yemen Times would not
add substantially to the campaign in
any way.

NAC protests Dr. Iryani’s with-
drawal from meeting

A number of the members of the
National ~ Alignment Committee
(NAC) raised a letter of protest to
President Saleh because of the with-
drawal of Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Iryani,
the General Secretary of the ruling

Problems with SCER main and
sub committees

Shares of parties in monitoring the
voting process in various governorates
were altered by the SCER in a direct

CORRECTION

Yemen Times would like to.
inform its readers that an
error occurred in the caption
in the article entitled, Al-Qars
House stood victorious on {
page 4, during the prize dis-
tribution ceremony.

The comect caption is “A
lady teacher along with the
the prize distribution ceremo- I

tmhor h-l l
Pakistani Ambassador and Ambassador during uu':rrnlgodlalrlbuﬂnncer-

ny”. Our apology to HE, the o jagy Pakistan]

our readers for the for error . emony.

VACANCY

IT Professional Required

An IT professional is required to work as a faculty in
a big institute; the candidate should possesses the
following:
* University Degree in Computer Science or
equivalent
* Fluency in English and Arabic languages
* High teaching skills
» Very strong experience (theoretical and practical)
in the following:
- Oracle 9i DBA (OCP is preferred)
- Enterprise Java programming
- VC#
- VB.Net
- ASP.Net
- HTML, UML, XML
- Creativity and team working skill are essentials

Those who have the above qualifications and skills,
and want to utilize their experience and enhance
their knowledge in our center should submit their
CVs to:

P. O. Box 16684, Sana’a before 07/05/03

from 3 to 7 P.M.

Looking For Opportunities to Use English

Are you seeking an opportunity to improve your spoken English skills, but don’t want to
invest time or money in full-time English classes?

Then, join AMIDEAST’s Conversation Club, where you have an
opportunity to discuss a variety of topics with experienced native-
speakers of English! AMIDEAST’s Conversation Club offers
three different levels to suit the needs of club members. Courses
are five-weeks long and meet for an hour and a half three times per
week. Class times throughout the year are conveniently scheduled

IDEASTI

To register for the Conversation Club or to learn more
about AMIDEAST services, contact AMIDEAST at #66
Algiers Street, Sana’a, Yemen. Tel. (1) 400-279/80. E-

mail: yemen@amideast.org

party the GPC from the committee’s
meeting. Dr. Iryani withdrew because
of Mohamed Masdoos of the Yemeni
Socialist Party (YSP) replaced Dr.
Seyf Sail, the Assistant General
Secretary of the YSP in the NAC
meeting. The president responded by

promising to have Dr. Iryani attend the
next meeting on the condition that Dr.
M. Masdoos would not attend on
behalf of Dr. Seyf Sail in the meeting.

NAC had discussed the national
alignment project proposed by
President Saleh. Various parties pre-

sented their suggestions for amend-
ments to the project to be studied. The
proposals were approved more than
two weeks ago by all parties but oppo-
sition parties claim that the project’s
articles have already been breached by
the ruling party.

TAIZ- In a symposium held in Taiz
on April 13, various political parties
and NGOs called upon the public to
support and encourage female candi-
dates by voting for them in the
upcoming elections on April 27.

The call was voiced during the
symposium organized by the Taiz-
based Human Rights Information and
Training Center (HRITC) and Konrad
Adenauer Stiftung on the need to
enable women to participate more
effectively in the political arena in
Yemen. Representatives of various
political parties participating in the
event expressed disappointment at the
evident lack of adequate support for

Support requested
for female candidates

the female candidates to participate in
the upcoming elections.

Mr. Ezz Addeen al-Asbahi, HRITC
Director told the Yemen Times that
the symposium comes within the
framework of supporting women in
political participation.

“The symposium is an integral pro-
gram in a series of other activities
including the holding of workshops
for female candidates, organizing an
intellectual symposium, printing dif-
ferent publications such as a women-
related magazines and posters calling
upon the public to support female can-
didates during the upcoming elec-
tions.”

Mr. Ezz Addeen al-Asbahi

and design technician.
Job requirements:

An establishment seeks an employee to fill the vacant position of layout

B Excellent knowledge in graphics & layout design on Adobe photoshop.
W Excellent English/Arabic typing skills

W Bachelor degree in any field

W Experience in graphics and designing and editing,
m Good English is preferable.

Those who meet the above requirements are advised to call and arrange to an appointment.
to arrange for interview call, Tel. 268661
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Regquired Qualifications

required.

Grade/Salary:

How to apply:

no later than April 29, 2003.
Note:

The Embassy of the United States of America announces for an
immediate job opening within its organization.

“Procurement Clerk”

The position is located in the General Services Office, Procurement Section, american Embassy under the
general supervision of the senior Procurement Agent and the General Services Officer. Incumbent serves as
Procurement clerk and performs general clerical duties.

Education/Experience: Completion of secondary school is required. One year of clerical experience is
Language Proficient/Knowledge: Level III English required. Knowledge of PC Based database, spreadsheets

and word processing programs is strongly desired
Skills: Level IT typing in English is required.

*EFM/MOH/Non Ordinarily Resident: FP-AA (to be confirmed by Washington) * Ordinarily Resident: FSN-4

All interested nationals should complete Of-612 or submit a current C.V. (with awards, recommendation let-
ters, copies of degrees earned that addresses the qualification requirements of the position, as listed above,
and contact the Embassy Personnel Office, American Embassy, Dhahr Himyar Street, Sana’a. Tel. 303-155,

ALL ORDINARILY RESIDENT APPLICANTS MUST BE RESIDING IN COUNTRY AND HAVE THE REQUIRED WORK AND
RESIDENCY PERMITS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION.
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eedom of the press in Yemen reported:

Another violation o

Car crash kills two, but...
journalist captured

car accident near

Yemen Times (YT)

premises in Haddah,

Sanaa resulted in the

B killing of two chil-

dren last Friday afternoon. The acci-

dent killed 13-year old Talal Ali Al-

Bukhaiti and his sister Abeer, whose

father pledged to put out a fight to
bring those responsible to justice.

The accident happened when a
teenager was driving a 4WD Land
Cruiser vehicle in high speed in a nar-
row path slamming another parked car
and killing the two victims who were
near by. People were outraged at the
carelessness of the driver who was
allowed to drive the car recklessly in
such a young age.

Just a minute or so after the accident,
YT  journalist Ayid Ahmed

Abdulrahman called the traffic police
emergency number to report on the
incident so as to bring help to the scene
as fast as possible. Then he went to the
scene to report on how it happened,
and consequently help expose the phe-
nomenon of underage driving in
Yemen to the authorities so as to pre-
vent such miseries in the future.

However, just as the police forces
responded —15 minutes or so after the
incident- by arriving at the seen, the
first thing they did was take the reck-
less car driver along with the journalist
for interrogation.

“I was shocked to be pulled to the
‘Opel’ police car with no reason. Not
only that! But I was also beaten by the
policemen in the car. Apparently,
because the teenager car driver seemed
to be a son of an influential figure, they

had him ride in the front seat, and tried
to calm him down and treat him well.
While on the other hand, I, an innocent
journalist who wanted to carry out his
mission, was harassed, beaten up, and
had my camera taken away for some
time.” Ayid said.

“This has been a case of many simi-
lar cases where police forces treat jour-
nalists irresponsibly, beating them, tak-
ing away or destroying their cameras,
and treating them as if they were cul-
prits.”

“Even though I was released hours
after the incident, I will continue to do
my job and will stand up for my rights.
This incident will certainly have a neg-
ative effect on me and on our country’s
image because it demonstrated to the
world that freedom of the press is still
not respected in our country.”

Car crash mishaps as shown in this photo is a result of a heedless driving. Two children killed, April 18.

Ayid was released from the police
station only after intensive calls and
personal involvement by the Editor-in-
Chief of YT and yet police forces con-
tinued to insist that what they did was
right, claiming that they have higher

orders to arrest any journalist who does
not have ‘written permission letter
issued by the newspaper and approved
by the concerned authorities’.

YT’s Editor, Walid Al-Saqqaf said,
“We reported the incident to the con-

cerned authorities and is still waiting
for an explanation or compensation for
the damage caused, but is also demand-
ing an end to such incidents not for YT
journalists only, but for all journalists
in Yemen.

PREPARED BY: A. M. ASSABRI
& MOHAMMED AL-MASANI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

he Kana’an Association for
\Palestine, KAP is a link to
goodness, love and grace
originated from Sana’a to
Jerusalem. '
Since its establishment on April 17,
2002, the KAP has proved to be an
active institution to support the
Palestine people and to defend their
plundered rights using all means possi-
ble.

Membership

As an international organization, the
K AP has opened its doors for those who
indeed believe in the Palestine right
from all nationalities in the world.

Since its establishment, the KAP has
ensured multi-national members includ-
ing, Yemenis, Arabs, and foreigners.

KAP’s set-up

The KAP has thoroughly taken an
interest on the specialization work sys-
tems and on an accurate division for
tasks.

A number of sub-committees have
been set up with the aim of achieving
proficiency to perform its dues as well
as its noble objectives in a complete
manner:

1- Martyr's’ Sons Care & Orphans
Committee.

2- Culural & Social Affairs
Committee.

3- Boycotting Israeli Products
Committee and companies which sup-
port Israel.

4- Palestine Promotion Products
Committee for Supporting the Palestine

Economy.
5- Media Committee.
6- KAP's Internet Website

Committee, “www.kanaanup.org”.
7- Technical Translation Office.
8- Political Committee.
9- Palestinian Students Committee.

KAP’s main activities

Despite that the KAP has been newly
established, its enthusiastic and consci-
entious members have left no stone
unturned to cover a lot of activities in all
aspects for the benefit of their Arab

(L-R) Palestinian Ambassador along with KAP Chairman shaking hands dur-

Kana’an Association for Palestine
Glorious milestone to reckon with

national issues.

KAP’s main political activities

The KAP hasn’t only restricted itself
within its social context, or its reality,
but also it has made use of that reality.

This is because, the KAP has gone
ahead from a country where the official
stance is parallel to the mass’ stance.

This has greatly influenced the KAP’s
great success to perform its duties in a
complete manner which manifests itself
through supporting the legal right of
Palestine.

For getting this tendency moving, the
KAP has spared no efforts to support
Jeneen Donation Campaign for the
Palestine people.

Jeneen Dénation Campaign initiative
has been first adopted by the political
leadership.

The administrative board decision has
placed great emphasis on the necessity
to respond with Jeneen Donation
Campaign which has reached the uni-
fied treasury for the Palestinian National
Authority.

KAP’s main activities in all aspects

On the light of that, the KAP has
broadened its horizons and a focus of
the attention has not been only atten-
tively paid on enlarging the social care
services. Other vital issues on political,
sport, youth, cultural and economical
field have become more apparent.

At the commercial level, the
Palestinian-Yemen Businessmen
Meeting was organized by the KAP with
the aim of enlarging joint investment
fields between the two countries.

The president’s decree to exempt the
Palestinian products and goods and tax
revenues from custom duties have been
hailed and closely followed up by the
KAP.

This has been achieved in collabora-
tion with concerned governmental bod-
ies. The president’s decree has since
then become valid in all the custom out-
lets affiliated to the republic of Yemen.

That is not only enough, the KAP
organized a televised dialogue sympo-
sium covered by different local, Arabs,
and foreign media on the occasion of the
Earth’s Palestinian Day on March 30,
2003.

The dialogue symposium was titled,
“Palestine for Palestine, Our Land, Our
Right, and An Emblem of Our Dignity,”.

A host of eminent professors from
Sana’a University who specialized in all
social, economical, and political fields
attepded that event.

The symposwum aimed basically at
shedding light on that Sana’a has called
the Arab countries to follow the
Yemen'’s proposal to open their markets
for the Palestinian products without any
laid conditions.

The KAP’s strong determination has-
n’t ended here.

A statement has been also issued in
both languages, English and Arabic to
boycott the Israeli products.

It also has urged the countries of the
world to a take a similar step.

At youth and sport level, the KAP
has supported the Palestinian National
Grown-ups Team bellow 17 years dur-
ing the 10th Asian Football
Championship hosted by out Yemen.

Since that time, sport facilities and
equipment to its technical apparatus and
its team has been fully provided the
KAP.

The KAP's main activities to the
Palestinians are praiseworthy.

It spares no efforts to push its youths
ahead to support the Palestinian football
team as if it played in its country.

This has positively reflected upon the
Palestinian players and its participation
has shifted from an honest team to a vic-
torious team that desires to win the first
place.

The team has already achieved its
ambitions and won the third place with
different Arab teams, such as, Yemen,
Kuwait, Palestine and Bahrain.

At the social level, the KAP has
taken an interest with regard to offering

the social care services

&

ing giving away honoring award certificates, April 17.

g for the Palestinian stu-
dents at the Yemeni uni-
versities and those who
come from the occupied
land,

Around 49 cases who
study at 9 different uni-
| versities have been suc-
cessfully tackled at an
overall cost estimated at
YR. 909.285.

Academic fellowships
granted

As a result of the avail-
ability of cases which are
in need of tackling due to
the increase of its costs,
the KAP has done its best
to find an educational
institution to cover such
cases.

Fellowship grants has
been activated and a spe-
cial institutional effect has been adopted

where the Palestinian students have
greatly made use of.

The fellowship grants are known
today as the President’s Fellowship
Grants for Palestinian Students.

At the logistic support level, the
KAP has sent a cargo in specie to our
brothers in Palestine.

The cargo contains medicine supplies
and clothes estimated at YR. 5 million.
Those aids have been collected from the
medicine companies operated in Yemen
and from other businessmen and philan-
thropists where the KAP has owed a
debt of gratitude for them.

At the political level, the KAP hasn’t
stopped to offer the social and logistic

services for the Palestinjarrpeople, but it 4 Is The Gapiw! Of Paléstine,’. g

has made its voice heard at the political

arena which has expressed its stance
openly.

This has manifested itself in its web-
site where inhuman practices practiced
by the Zionist terrorist entity in the land
of peace has been openly disclosed .

When the peace process got deterio-
rated in the Mideast and the practices
executed by the US, (the only sponsor
for the peace process and the so-called
the New World Order), to shift its
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem is a
clear testimony of its siding with Israel.

The KAP is one of the forerunners to
respond with that global event.

As a result, a solidarity festival was
organized by the KAP titled, “Jerusalem

B ¥
The festival was held on October 10

2002.

A number active political and civil
institutions took part during the event.

An organized mass response was
recorded against that unfair decision.

Two international messages were
sent, the first one was to Mr. Kofi
Annan, the UN Secretary-General and
the second was sent to the US foreign
minister, Colin Powell considering him
as the US peace process sponsor repre-
sentative.

Participants demanded an obvious
official explanation from the US gov-
ernment and from the United Nations.

The decision set a dangerous prece-
dent in the history of the Arab-Israeli

" conflict in particular-and in the history*
‘ of the international relations in general.

—

A Leading Gulf Company in Trade and Decoration
is looking for qualified candidates
to fill the following positions:

KETING REPRESENTAT

» Minimum of Bachelors degree in Trade.

» Minimum of 3 years experience in a similar position.
* Ability to work in shops, distribute products, and analyze products.
e Age 24-28. .

e Fluency in Arabic and English.

RKETING SPECIALIS

¢ Minimum of Bachelors degree in Trade.
» Minimum of 3 years experience in a similar position.
* Ability to prepare analytical marketing studies and
help the Marketing Manager.

» Age 28-35.

* Fluency in Arabic and English.

ACCOUNTANT

» Graduate in Accounting from a recognized university.
e Proficient computer skills.

» Age 22-30.
e Fluency in English.

Please send your CV to Fax:

Dubai: 00971 4 2825150

Last date for submitting applications is May 12, 2003
Package and bonus depend on credentials.
All applications will be treated with full confidentiality.

.
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articipants during the sec-
‘ond symposium held in Taiz
" on April, 13 have called for
the support extended for

».  female candidates to the
upcoming elections scheduled on April
27

The participants have practically and
actively participated in the symposium
and all their suggestions were very
much related to the difficulties as well
as hardships faced by women.

The symposium was actually a real
endeavor to promote women conditions
and change their present situation to the
better.”

It has become politically, socially,
economically, culturally important to
form a national strategy for working
‘Yemeni women so as to promote their
work.

Participants have called on political
parties and those who stand for electing
female candidates have to support them

As the 27 April elections a gproach

during elections.

The symposium which was organ-
ized by the Human Rights &
Information Training Center, HRITC
and the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung
focused basically on a number of work-
ing papers in an attempt to deal with
difficulties and obstacle faced by
Yemeni woman as a candidate and as an
active participant in decision making.

Ezz Addeen al-Asbahi, the Director
of the Human Rights Information and
Training Center, HRITC, had attributed
the main reasons behind woman's fall-
out in the political participation to two
reasons:

First, the political parties in this
regard hasn’t showed a sense of seri-
ousness on the part of women.

If those political parties desire to
elect woman candidate, they will do it
in a very simple manner.

The main political parties such as,
the Peoples General Congress, GPC,
Islah Party, the Yemeni Socialist Party,
YSP could appoint woman candidates
to be elected during the upcoming elec-

tions. Perhaps the partisan will has been
still inadequate.

Second, the condition that has been
laid down by the Supreme Commission
for Election and Referendum, SCER,
regarding the necessity to recommend a
candidate by the 300 parliamentary
members has blocked the way for a
number of independent candidates, par-
ticularly, women.

“There are also a number of other
reasons that have complicated the mat-
ter, such as, culture, conventions and
the society’s point of view.

“There is a also education slowdown,
spread of illiteracy, and women's feeble
personalities. All those factors in gener-
al and political parties in particular
have led to the women’s fall-out,” al-
Asbahi concluded.

The election monitors on the other
hand have showed their resentment
over the fallback of women’s candi-
dates.

Despite of the high increase of
female registrants in 40 constituencies,
a clear indication of women’s fall-out

has been clearly felt. It suggests a
dreadful fall-out on the part of
women’s political participation.

Nowadays, and after 10 years since
the beginning of running a parliamen-
tary elections in Yemen, the women's
opportunity to reach to the parliament
seems to be weak.

Perhaps, the political parties have
conspired against women with regard
to their rights to reach the parliament
and in decision making.

In addition to this, the society’s neg-
ative conventions towards woman
represents a stumbling block in front
of woman’s progress in the political
arena and other vital fields.

A number of female candidates ran
the 1993 elections but they are
unlucky and above all they couldn’t

al-Asbahi Arromaima

run the 2003 elections.

Wedad Arromaima, is among those
who contested in the 1993 elections for
the al-Haq party.

Wedad has summed up following
reasons behind women’s fall-out in the
political participation and candidature:

The society’s outlook towards
women as a female candidate is not
fully supported and the society along
with the political parties don’t support
her.

As she had experienced the 1993
elections, even women refused to sup-
port the be elected in elections.

“There are also women and above all
well -educated, reject to support their
counterparts and they also oppose
them,” she said.

“I've been desiring to run for the
2003 elections for the GPC, but for par-
tisan reasons, I've changed my mind up
for not to be elected in accordance with
political platforms,” she noted further.

Wedad doesn’t lose hope and she
predicts that the upcoming years will
stand victorious for woman’s political
parties.

Suad al-Qadasi, the Chairwomen
for the Women’s Forum for Research
and Training, WFRT, sees that the main
reasons behind woman’s fall-out in the
political participation can be attributed
to the society’s reality which usually
doesn’t allow applying the theory of

Women politically ignore

Dr. Qahtan

equality.

“Man is the owner of the decision
making and he always the strongest on
the part of allotting the social work. We
reiterate for both, the government as
well as the opposition that the Yemen’s
society can not be developed unless
there is no cooperation performed by
both men and women,” she further
highlighted.

“There is intention to marginalize
woman'’s capabilities in the decision
making. Such marginalization starts
first within the family itself and ends
there at the decision making centers at
the state,” the WFRT Chairwomen said.

Al-Qadasi has made clear that
women constitute the half population.

She said that the number of female
registrants -have reached to 43 percent.
“It is necessary to respect such figures
when allotting parliamentary seats,”
she said.

What do women desire?

Dr. Fowzia Hassona, Sociology
Prof., Taiz University, placed great
emphasis on that the Yemeni woman
has been still under the cudgel of strict
habits and conventions.

But the main cause behind women’s
fall-out is that the parties avoid nomi-
nating women for fear that they will not
win the seats,” she said.

Dr. Mohammed Ali Qahtan, the
Dean of the Administrative Sciences

Suad

Dr. Hassona

College sees that the main reasons
behind woman’s fall-out in the elec-
tions are the unacceptable hereditary
conventions, illiteracy, education slow-
down, their economic fall-out along
with adopting other wrong religious
notions that deprive women from the
right of nomination.

Fatima, Arriashi, an Administrator
at the Law Faculty has a different point
of view on that woman has been pro-
gressing in the context of decision mak-
ing and has practiced her rights in nom-
ination.

“Woman by no means is not an inac-
tive member, she has become an active
in the field of economic, political and
vocational fields,” Fatima noted further.

Fatima is optimistic on that the
opportunity of woman’s success will be
promising in the near future and in the
local councils or parliamentary elec-
tions.

Women’s political participation
remains a controversial issue in opposi-
tions and governmental organs.

The official authorities should give
the issue of women’s leadership full
attention.

The problem is there, and the solu-
tion can by through the government and
opposition parties adoption of women
political participation, that is concerned
with the many problems of Yemeni
women.

First hostage

IRENA KNEHTL
For the Yemen Times

was the first hostage taken by
Jahm tribe in Sirwah in 1982. If
fact at all counts and has mean-
ing. At that time I found myself

&l managing a private company with
a variety of development projects and
trading activities owned by Sheikh
AbdulRahman Ahmed Noman. My
memories of that time were climbing
mountains and villages, and traveling
wadis hehind Sheikh AbdulRahman to
mobilize creative energies of rural
Yemen. To do this he proclaimed himself
as AbdulRahman Water, AbdulRahman
electricity, and AbdulRahman roads. In
addition Sheikh AbdulRahman was also
entering business relationships with vari-
ous tribal communities from eastern
Yemen for different projects and under-
takings.

In 1982 our company was awarded
the contract for mapping the mineral
masters plan for eastern Yemen. Our
team of French geologists has just re-dis-
covered the ancient silver mine at Jabali,
thought to be an important source of
wealth of Kingdom of Saba. They were
further mapping Jebel Hailan in
Nehm/Jahm area. As result T used to be a
frequent visitor to the area.

On one such trip to Mareb in 1982
while having breakfast at the checkpoint
prior entering Mareb we were
approached by man who wanted to trav-
el with us 10 Mareb in order send an
urgent telegram from there. T refused,
driver agreed. Few meters after he point-
ed the gun at us. What followed was that
we were driven to Sirwah close to the
ancient palace. Upon seeing the scene an
old women begun screaming loudly to
attract attention, held me tight and never
left my side. A boy then probably aged
15 named Ali rushed to the site, and said,
do not be afraid, my father works for the
government. He is sick but he will come.

He did come, opened wide his arms
and said: Welcome our dear guests, wel-
come to my house. We entered his house
and waited for negotiations to start, The
old women holding me tight still was
pounng endless cups of hot coffee. The
man in which house we were sitting was
Saleh Saleh Azzaydi, then a Colonel in
Yemeni army, the boy was his eldest son
Ali, and the old women who held me

tight Saleh’s mother. The issue at the
time was that with by building and
organizing the Yemeni army tribal sol-
diers were no longer required. As result
“hijackers” salary was stopped. He had
no other means to support his family, and
acted out of mere desperation. Sirwah
during that time was the last place on
earth, all box style mud houses. There
were no rains for more than seven years.
As result drinking water was scarce, and
diseases on the rise. Saleh’s house was
then the first and only house build out of
stone, a long rooms which served as liv-
ing, reception, and sleeping room all in
one. After long, long negotiations matter
was solved, salary restored, sheep
slaughtered, qat chewed. Colonel Saleh
repeatedly urged me not to be afraid. And
I was not. Above where he sat 1 noticed
a photograph of Yemeni President Al
Abdulla Saleh, as source of their pride in
inspiration. During 1982 in eastern
‘Yemen not a very common sight. Once
we were free to go as a special gesture
Saleh eldest son Ali would be out escort
to the cross section of the new Mareb
road. And so we parted.

Upon my return to Sanaa I kept over
the event silent. I had my own calcula-
tion. I loved to travel and explore all
around Yemen and prided myself I can
take care of myself, handle any situation.
If the story would become known,
nobody would ever let me go out of
Sanaa. And for a while it remained so.

Meanwhile the Jahm tribe from
Sirwah applied for 6 water wells to the
Rural water well department in Sanaa.
The department had different priorities, it
did not consider the wells for Sirwah as
that urgent. During 1982 it had been sim-
ply bombarded with requests for wells.
The people from Sirwah thought that T
went out of my way and told everybody
in Sanaa how bad, and absolutely terrible
they were. And this was the reason they
were not getting the wells, Until one of
them said, if that women is still angry we
are ready to slaughter another sheep. But
we need the wells! So the whole story
came out. I confirmed to Rural water
well department I was not at all angry,
and asked them to put the wells for
Sirwah as top priority, It was immediate-
ly done. Within days the 6 water wells
for Sirwah were approved and executed
soon after.

Few weeks later I reccived a message
from Colonel Saleh that he was coming
to Sanaa. He was in need of medical
help. Behind Taj Sheba hotel a Yemeni

in Yemen recalls memories

Doctor AbuBakr Qirbi has just opened
his clinic. Fame grew around the Yemeni
Doctor not only among foreign commu-
nity but also among common people for
his effective and simple approach, and
his accessibility. I suggested to Colonel
Saleh Dr. Qirbi. The very same Dr. Qirbi
who is the current Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Yemen. Called him at home,
said there was a special case, but did not
elaborate, and took the appointment. We
went to our appointment, we i.e. Colonel
Saleh, his two sons, wife, mother, uncle,
brother and myself. Dr. Qirbi voiced sur-
prise how is it that you come together. I
replied I will tell him later, which I never
did. The established diagnosis was:
beginning of Tuberculosis. Could be also
fatal. It was due to effective measure of
Dr. Qirbi who stabilized the disease that
Colonel Saleh Azzaydi was to live for
several more years.

Another call came in few weeks later
from Colonel Saleh. He and his family
would love to pay me a visit at my home
in Sanaa for a qat session. I asked uncle
Abdo to be mahram. For the first time
uncle Abdo was angry with me. Very
angry. He went on and on how he has
lived to see that somebody in Sanaa is
hosting Jahm tribe. It is just not being
done. Unthinkable. Beni Husheish was
bad enough. But we knew them, were
selling water well equipment and spare
parts to them. But Jahm. Wild people.
Anything can happen. No way. But I had
my way, and convinced him. We did
host Colonel Saleh and his family at my
home in Sanaa after all. They were about
15 of them, Saleh, his two sons, wife,
mother, brothers, uncles, cousins. Qat
was chewed up to midnight. Tales and
stories were told and retold. Old Arabia
came alive. Saleh was just like any father
worried about the future of his two sons,
and future of his country. I would tell
them about my own plans, work and
projects. Uncle Abdo only reluctantly
confessed later that this was the best and
nicest gat session ever.

Yet another call from Colonel Saleh
came in. This time he was proposing that
he is ready to entrust me his two boys Ali
and Nasser for schooling provided I will
be responsible for them in Sanaa.
Coming as he was from Shaikh Azzaydi
family from Jahm tribe, an army officer
in the rank of Colonel, he was not only
the role model for his community, but set
lo pave the way for his community into
the world of education and knowledge to
Sanaa by setting example. He walked a

fine line between past and present, and
future, tradition and modernity.

I agreed.

Henceforth the two boys from Azzaydi
family from Sirwah became very much
part of our and my daily life. Reporting
daily from the school and about the
school. They liked going to school, and
learned well. In order not to be looked
down by others at school we concealed
the fact they were from Sirwah. But sim-
ple said the boys were from Taiz road,
outside Sanaa. The boys grandmother
came to see me separately. She was the
same old women who held me tight at
the beginning. She was very grateful I
was looking well after the boys. [ in turn
would spend as much as possible time
with them and  thought them separately
in addition. More, I begun to view them
as my boys, and the old women became
also my grandmother,

Eventually Colonel Saleh was promot-
ed in became the military commander of
Ibb province, took the boys to Ibb to
complete their schooling there. Ali com-
pleted the Air Defense College and

Nasser helped his father. The boys even-
tually got married and started their own
families and went to live in Sirwah. In
subsequent years we saw one another
less, but forwarded greetings as often as
possible. Several years ago prior his
death Colonel Saleh said to his two sons
should they ever require guidance, assis-
tance, or help, or advice they should look
for me. Easy said than done. In particular
today. After Saleh’s death, the situation
with Jahm tribe deteriorated, and esca-
lated in a series of kidnappings of
tourists, and foreigners. The Jahmis
became viewed as outlaws, the dammed
tribe.

Recent word has it that Ali, my boy, is
along with 20 others kept as hostage in
prison in Mareb. No charge. Now if I
want to pursue this matter further I run
risk being accused to maintain contacts
with fundamentalist, terrorists, and pos-
sible al-Qaeda suspects. Should the boys
by any chance want to establish contact
with me as their later father suggested,
they will be immediately accused of
masterminding another kidnapping etc.

And what else not..

Mahatma Gandhi, the great soul of
India would have said about our time
without bridges and of an unbearable
weight of pain and injustice that eye for
an eye makes the whole world blind.

The Jahm tribe like no other tribal
community in eastern Yemen is being
caught in a time change, in time bomb of
many conflicting interests. What was
now gained and what was lost?
Principles. But they have always been
mans most breakable possession.

Is guilt individual or collective

Is punishment individual or collective

Is crime punishment individual or col-
lective

If collective we can punish whole
communities, and whole countries. We
are punishing them - for our own short-
coming. We have become our own
hostages. We are hostages of ourselves
and the time we live in unable to reach
out and across. The late Colonel Saleh -
this noble man - from the Sheikh
Azzaydi family from Jahm tribe has long
ago showed us the way.

By Yasser al-Mayasy
Yemen Times Staff
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BAGHDAD, April 18 (Reuters) -
Tens of thousands of protesters
demanded on Friday that the United
States get out of Iraq while leaders of
the Arab nation’s neighbors meeting
in Saudi Arabia also called for U.S.
forces to leave quickly and warned
Washington against trying to exploit
Iraq’s oil wealth.

In the biggest protest since U.S.
forces toppled Saddam Hussein's
iron-fisted, 24-year-long rule nine
days ago, Muslims poured out of
mosques and into the streets of
Baghdad, calling for an Islamic state
to be established.

Carrying Korans, prayer mats and
banners, tens of thousands of people
marched in a protest that organizers
said represented both Irag’s majority
Shi‘ite Muslims and powerful
Sunnis.

“Leave our country, we want
peace,” read one banner. “No Bush,
No Saddam, Yes Yes to Islam.” read
another.

sanctions,” Faisal said.

“(The ministers) affirmed that the
Iragi people should administer and
govern their country by themselves,
and any exploitation of their natural
resources should be in conformity
with the will of the legitimate Iraqi
government and its people,” Faisal
said.

FRIENDS OF THE U.S.

Barring Syria and Iran, all partici-
pants at the talks are key U.S. allies
that offered some form of support for
the invasion. But they all fear the
United States will install a puppet
regime in Iraq which would ally
itself with Israel.

The U.S. Central Command in
Qatar said Iragi Kurds had captured
and handed over Samir Abul Aziz al-
Najim, a senior Baghdad official of
Saddam’s Baath Party, near Mosul in
northern Iraq.

He was on a U.S. list of 55 most-
wanted Iragis. U.S. Brigadier
General Vincent Brooks told a news

N~ -

Thousands of Iraqgi people pray at a mosque in Baghdad, April 18. In the
biggest protest since U.S. forces toppled Saddam Hussein’s iron-fisted, 24-
year-long rule nine days ago, tens of thousands of Muslim protesters poured
out of mosques and into the streets of Baghdad, calling for an Islamic state

to be established.

Meanwhile, while the United
States pressed ahead with its plans
for a post-war Iraq, foreign ministers
of the country’s neighbors meeting
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, called on
the United Nations to take a central
role in rebuilding the country.

U.S. officials told Reuters in
Kuwait the United Nations must lift
sanctions within weeks to help the
country recover, but Washington
faces an uphill battle to get them
dropped quickly as the issue raises
questions over who controls Iraq’s
oil and thus who in effect runs the
country.

“In order for U.S. forces to with-
draw as soon as possible, we call on
the occupying authority to set up a
transitional government quickly and
make all efforts to set up a broad-
based constitutional Iragi govern-
ment,” said an opening statement
read at the meeting.

After the meeting, Saudi Foreign
Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal told
reporters that the U.S.-led forces
who invaded Iraq had no legitimate
right to explait its oil and U.N. sanc-
tions should end only when Iraq has
a legitimate government.

“Now Iraq is under an occupying
power and any request for lifting
sanctions must come when there is a
legitimate government which repre-
sents the people... and which can
comply with its duties toward lifting

REUTERS

briefing Najim may have been post-
ed to northern Iraq to take command
of some military operations there.

Later U.S. officials in Washington
said that an Iraqi official who had
been involved in the country’s sus-
pected nerve gas program had sur-
rendered to U.S. forces and was
being interrogated.

Imad Husayn Abdallah al-Ani,
who was not on the U.S. military’s
list of 55 most-wanted Iraqi officials,
recently turned himself in to U.S.
forces in Iraq but is denying that the
country was developing weapons of
mass destruction, a U.S. official said.

He was involved in Iraq's suspect-
ed program to produce the VX nerve
agent about a decade ago, but it was
unclear what his most recent
involvement might have been, the
official said.

Asked how big a fish he was, the
official replied: “He is not a minnow
and he is not a whale.”

So far, four of the top 55 most-
wanted officials have either been
captured or surrendered. Besides a-
Najim, the three other leading Iraqis
held by U.S. forces are Saddam’s
half-brothers Barzan and Watban
Ibrahim Hasan al-Tikriti, and top sci-
entific adviser Amer Hammoudi al-
Saadi.

Abu Dhabi television, meanwhile,
aired footage it said showed Saddam
and his son Qusay addressing a

crowd in Baghdad from the top of a
car on April 9 — the day the city fell.

The state-run channel also played
an audio tape which it said was the
last radio speech broadcast by
Saddam, but it was not clear when
the speech was thought to have been
recorded.

Abu Dhabi TV said the pictures
were shot in the northern Aadhamiya
district and that the video tape had
been obtained by its Baghdad corre-
spondent from undisclosed sources.

A US. intelligence official said
the United States would review it to
determine whether Saddam. target of
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at least two bombing raids aimed
directly at him, had indeed survived.

In the audio tape, the voice said to
be that of Saddam called on Iragis to
make sacrifices “to protect our land
and our rights.”

It added, “Regardless of the time
needed to achieve victory and
regardless of the forms of the strug-
gle that might be needed, regardless
of the length of the occupation, the
freedom of the people is the most
important.”

Abu Dhabi TV said the pictures
were taken on the same day U.S.
tanks drove into central Baghdad and

Iragis toppled a massive statue of
Saddam.

Organizers of Friday's mass
demonstration in Baghdad called
themselves the Iraqi National United
Movement. The protest served notice
of the hostility that the United States,
which has appointed a retired
American general to lead an interim
administration in Iraq, is likely to
face from sectors of the influential
Muslim clergy.

New Economy
The United States is now turning
its focus to kick-starting Iraq’s shat-
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tered economy, hit by three wars in
23 years and economic sanctions
since 1990.

U.S. officials, briefing Reuters on
condition of anonymity, said the
U.N. must lift sanctions within
weeks to help Iraq recover and added
the United States would open Iraq’s
borders to tariff-free trade for 90
days once the U.N. embargo was lift-
ed.

They also forecast Iraq could not
rely on using its oil revenues for
about a year until it sorted out its
debt, estimated at more than $100
billion. and war reparation claims.

SAM Electronic Ltd.: P.O. Box 705, Sanaa, Yemen, Tel 9671 271188 / 269151, Fax 9671 243292 » Showrooms: Mujahid, Sanaa, Tel 263681/ 242176 » Al Zubelry,

*Look for Prodiuct Registration Card insida
tha prduct packags of rogistar on our wabsite

Sanaa, Tel 207679 ® Al Mulla, Aden, Tel 02 243657 » Crater, Aden, Tel 02 256485 = Taiz, Taiz, Tel 04 251258 » Hodaidah, Al Hodaidah, Tel 03 205469 = Mukalla,
Tel 05 305680 » Seon, Seon, Tel 05 406500,



8 21 april, 2003

B\ ad i

, New baby food on the market

L.,

he Yemen Organization, (FAO).
. Company for This has made the new prod-
Industry &  uct more reliable to compete

ihag S~ Y

with other imported products in
a flexible prices suitable for

Commerce,
(YCIC) had a

§ get~tbgeth=er seminar held atthe ~ our consumers,” Mr. Saeed
y Taiz-based Sofitel Hotel last  further noted.
Tuesday. On his part, Dr. Abdulwahab

f
{

al-Ghorbani, the general secre-
tary of the Yemen Red

The seminar which was
attended by a host of physi-
cians, medical practitioners and
local consumers aimed basical-
ly at keeping the public
informed of (Hayati), a baby-
related nutritional product.

Mr. Abdulla A. G. Hael
Saeed,General Manager of
YCIC made clear that the com-
pany had committed itself to
offer the best services depend-
ing on its own self-reliance and
outstanding competence.

Crescent, Taiz branch, stated
that the Yemeni babies were
easily affected by several dis-
eases such as, lack of protein,
emaciation, rickets, anemia,
..malaria, parasites and malnutri-
‘tion. "

“Those diseases are in need
of a complete hygienic nutri-
tion which contains vitamins
necessary for the baby’s
growth,” al-Ghorbani said.

Unquestionably, the (Hayati),
a baby food, is rich in vitamins
necessary for the baby growth
and disease-resistance.

Dr. Abduh Ali Mahdi, the
Quality Manager told the
Yemen Times that the (Hayati)
baby food is a balanced nutri-
tional product for the baby’s

“After conducting several
studies on baby-related distur-
bances such as, malnutrition,
we have decided to produce
(Hayati) baby food as a typical
nutritional product for babies,”
the YCIC General Manager
declared.

The new product has been
produced for meeting the
babies’ needs of energy, vita-
mins and minerals necessary
for the baby’s growth.

“We have taken a keen inter-
est for the (Hayati) product in
order to compete with other
products,”

The new product is produced
according to the World Health
Organization, (WHO) and
Food and Agriculture
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life and its growth. “It contains
protein, glucose, mineral sub-
stances and vitamins,” Dr.
Mabhdi said.

For a proper growth, it is
preferable for the (Hayati) to
be taken during the fourth
month.

The lack of vitamins and
minerals on the part of the
babies will be replaced,” he
further advised.

Qualities of (Hayati) baby

food:

- Secures nutrition and easy
to prepare.

- It can be easily mixed with
milk or boiling water and
fed with a spoon.

- It can be used alone at 6
month’s of age.

- Vitamin-rich substances and
minerals necessary for the
baby’s growth such as:

1- Vitamin (A), to help skin
and nerves to grow properly.

2- Vitamin (D), & rich in calci-
um to restore bones and
teeth.

3- Vitamin (B), activate the
enzymes properly.

4- Contains mineral sub-
stances useful for blood
such as Iron.

YCIC background

The YCIC was established in
1970 as one of the pioneering
and well-run companies in
Yemen in the field of biscuit
industry.

Since that time the company
has witnessed a considerable
improvement in the field of
importing modern machines,
equipment, new complexes and
modem work systems.

This has been done with the
aim of coping with the global
changes and maintain its pio-
neering trade position in biscuit
industry.

Several and different biscuits
are produced by the company
such as, Wafer biscuits covered
with chocolates.

Different other forms are also
produced such as, sweets, can-
dies, cake.

These products are featured
by high qualities, which meet
the consumers’ tastes.

The YCIC products are high-
ly produced in automatic and
healthy processes. During the
production  processes, the
YCIC is aware of employing
highly qualified staff, get
trained and their capabilities
are also promoted.

This has been accomplished
through training employees

YCIC

abroad as well as in Yemen in
order to secure healthy prod-
ucts according to the interna-
tional standards.

A pivotal role has been
played by YCIC to support the
national economy.

The company is confident
that maintaining its pioneering
position and its widespread
good reputation is achieved

Hayati useful for your baby’s growth

Medicine officials along with the general Manager of

through its  continuous
progress.

In addition to this, YCIC
could meet the tastes of the
local consumers and that
(Hayati) is among the products
produced by the company.

The YCIC has four plants,
Biscuit plant, Wafer plant,
Sweet plant and cake plant.

A group photos during a get together seminar held in Taiz,

April 15.
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More hints emerge on
Saddam’s fate, but no proof

DUBALI, April 19 (Reuters) - Arab
television channels showed docu-
ments on Saturday that hinted
Saddam Hussein could still be alive
— but like previous clues on the fate
of Iraq's deposed leader, the footage
raised more questions than it
answered.

The Al-Jazeera and Abu Dhabi TV
channels showed a handwritten docu-
ment said to be a message from
Saddam to Iraq’s secret police telling
them to stop fighting U.S.-led forces.

The word “ceasefire” was written in
Arabic at the top of the document, but
it also said Iraq had been victorious
against the invaders. There was noth-
ing to indicate whether the document
was genuine or when it had been writ-
ten.

On Friday, Abu Dhabi TV broad-
cast video footage of what it said was
Saddam saluting a throng of chanting
supporters in Baghdad on April 9, the
day the capital fell to U.S. forces and
a city-centre statue of Saddam was
symbolically toppled.

The state-run channel also played
an audio tape which it said was the
last radio speech broadcast by
Saddam, but it was not clear when the
speech was recorded.

On Saturday, the channel said it had
obtained a document written by
Saddam’s  information minister,
Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf, telling
Iraqi officials to broadcast the speech

every half hour. The document carried
the signature of Sahaf — whose
whereabouts are also unknown — and
was dated April 9.

Abu Dhabi TV also showed a docu-
ment said to detail biological and
chemical weapons materials hidden in
the genetic engineering department of
Baghdad University. It said the docu-
ment was found in Baghdad, but gave
no further information.

No sign of Saddam

U.S. forces detained Saddam’s
finance minister on Saturday, and cap-
tured Saddam’s half-brother Barzan
Ibrahim Hasan al-Tikriti on Thursday.
But there has been no sign of Saddam.

U.S. officials say they do not know
whether he is alive or dead. They are
studying the Abu Dhabi TV footage to
try to determine when it was recorded,
and whether it shows Saddam or one
of his rumoured “doubles”.

U.S. intelligence officials say a pre-
vious videotape of Saddam aired on
April 4, which showed him greeting a
throng of supporters with smoke seen
in the distance, was probably shot in
early March — before the U.S-led
war began.

On April 7, the U.S. military
bombed a restaurant it the Mansur
district of Baghdad after receiving
reports that Saddam and his two sons
Uday and Qusay were inside. But
some Iragis say they saw Saddam and

A still from video footage broadcast April 18 by Abu Dhabi TV shows what it
says is Saddam Hussein (R) standing on top of a car in the streets of

Baghdad on April 9, the day the capital fell to U.S. forces.

his sons alive after that attack.

The latest Abu Dhabi TV footage
matched a report from a man describ-
ing himself as a former Iragi army
officer, who told Reuters earlier this
week’ he saw Saddam at about the
time the footage was said to have been
shot, outside a mosque in the same
northern Baghdad  district  of
Aadhamiya.

The London-based Al-Hayat news-
paper also quoted witnesses as saying
Saddam had arrived near the mosque
on April 9 in a convoy of three cars,
accompanied by Qusay and his body-

REUTERS

guard, Al Amin Abd Hamed Hamoud.

On April 10, U.S. Marines fought a
fierce battle at the Imam al-Adham
mosque in Aadhamiya after intelli-
gence reports suggested senior Iragi
leaders were gathered nearby.

But no trace of Saddam was found
after the battle was over, and rumours
have continued to thrive, fuelled by
scraps of inconclusive evidence gath-
ered by journalists in Baghdad.

On Thursday, Jazeera showed
footage of what it said was Saddam’s
hastily abandoned last abode in
Baghdad.

Water, electricity top

list

BAGHDAD, April 19 (Reuters) -
Irag’s collapsed infrastructure means
the re-establishment of basic services
and civil authorities are more urgent
priorities than food aid. humanitarian
workers said on Saturday.

The U.S.-led war on Iraq has left
many cities without power or water
supplies, government buildings burned
and looted and a security! situation so
bad that many essential workers are too
frightened to report for duty.

“This country has collapsed. Nothing
works — no phones, no electricity, no
schools, no proper medical care, no
transportation, nothing,” said Roland
Huguenin-Benjamin of the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) in Baghdad.

“It’s more than bringing in food or
tablets of aspirin. The basic services
need to be restored and a new civil
administration must be set up to answer
people’s needs.”

While a convoy of 50 trucks carrying
food aid headed to Baghdad from

Jordan, the few aid agencies operating '

in the capital said they were concen-
trating their efforts on restoring water
supplies in the city and ensuring hospi-
tals had power.

Damage caused by U.S.-led bomb-
ing or sabotage by officials of Saddam
Hussein’s crumbling regime cut water
supplies across northern Baghdad and
in many other cities across Irag.

Water is now flowing to most homes
in the capital after ICRC engineers
repaired the Qanat water treatment
plant in the north of the city, which was
damaged in a U.S. air raid.

“Water was the priority because we
wanted to stop epidemics. Now
Baghdad has water, Basra has water.
We are now looking at other cities such
as Nassiriya, Najaf and Mosul,”
Huguenin- Benjamin said.

UNICEF Executive Director Carol
Bellamy said the damaged water sup-
ply had been the biggest problem.

“We're seeing increased diarrhoea,
increased malnutrition and potentially
life threatening diseases because of the
lack of water,” she said in an interview
with CNN.

Nearly all of Baghdad, a city of five

million people, is still without power.
The water plants need generators to
operate, as do the hospitals.

“It’s getting better but clearly condi-
tions have deteriorated, basic services
aren’t functioning and looting contin-
ues 1o go,” Bellamy said.

The World Health Organisation
(WHO) said Baghdad hospitals also
needed oxygen cylinders and hygiene
at some was very poor.

On the positive side, at least five
medical supply warehouses in the city
were still intact despite earlier fears
they had been looted and destroyed,
WHO said in a statement.

A major communicable disease labo-
ratory in the capital looted earlier this
week was unlikely to pose a health risk.

The WHO said that in Mosul, 50-70
percent of health services were operal-
ing and that looting there had not been
as bad as in other centres, though many
people still needed health care.

of Irag’s n

Safe to return?

Most aid groups, including United
Nations agencies, evacuated their for-
eign staff before the U.S. bombing
began and staff are only slowly return-
ing given the uncertain security.

Many will find their offices and
stores looted or destroyed.

“Our stores were hit by missiles and
were burned,” said Mohamed Saeed, a
Care. International coordinator in
Baghdad. “We have very little left in
the way of supplies but our technicians
are now concentrating on fixing gener-
ators for the hospitals.”

Most Iraqis stocked up on food and
supplies before the war, and were given
double rations under the U.N. oil-for-
food deal.

But 60 percent of the population
depends on those rations and
Huguenin-Benjamin said it was only a
matter of time before people began to
wonder “where their next meal is com-
ing from”. -
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Aid agencies have demanded U.S.
and British forces secure safe corridors
to allow them to bring in supplies
stockpiled in neighbouring countries.
As yet, only a few aid flights and road
convoys have delivered aid to south
and central Iraq.

A World Food Programme convoy
with 1,400 tonnes of wheat flour
neared the outskirts of Baghdad on
Saturday, in the first attempt by the
U.N. agency to make the journey since
war began.

“Although we have no reports of
food shortages we assume the stocks
will start depleting by early May,” said
Maarten Roest, a WFP spokesman in
the Jordanian capital Amman. “It’s
important to get the food in the ware-
houses so we can start distributions as
soon as possible.”
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SECRETARY

DHL Yemen Co. Lid., is currently seeking for the
employment of secretary (Female) in its Sana’a office.

A successful candidate should have the following:

* A minimum of 3 years relevant experience in
secretarial work, a university degree in English is
preferable, but not a must.

* Fluency in both written and spoken English and
Arabic.

* Proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel and modem
“office’ applications! lifffexcellent  EBmptiter skills in
typing of English and Arabic décuments.

All applications to be submitted to the HR manager
within 14 days from the date of advertisement in
closed envelope clearly marked from the outside:

Human Resource Manager

DHL Yemen Co. Ltd.

100 Haddah St., Opp. Embassy of Libya
P.O. Box 19600

Sana’a

Republic of Yemen

Tel: 967 1 441096/97/98/99 (Ext.28)
Fax: 967 1 441095

Qualification center honors

~ staff, students

The qualification center of the society more efficiently.

General People’s Congress (GPC)
in Taiz University honored on
Saturday its students and teachers in
a special award ceremony. The uni-
versity’s dean Mr. Hussien al-Iriani
delivered a speech stressing on the
center’s role in training students in
scientific and computer-related sub-
jects.

center, and Ibtihal al-Mashhary,
head of the female department of
the center, which benefits more than
2000 students.

Gamil al-Amrani told the YT “the

center is one of the achievements of

train students. The center aims at
solving problems the university stu-

in their academic classes and
receive better education to serve the

He appreciated the effors exerted. ..
by Gamil al-Amrani, the head of the -

the GPC. It was established with
great help from Hussien al-Iriani to.

dents face, and help them enhance '

About the activities of the center,
Gamil says “the center offers vari-
ous services and organizes courses
for the university students in the
fields of science, mathematics,
chemistry, English and French lan-

guages to secondary graduates.”

Al-Amrani said that since it was
established in January 2003, the
center organized 40 courses, in
‘which 2,000 students were enrolled.

In the henoring ceremony, songs,
and music was played by Ibrahim

al-Abiadh, and a drama theatrical

play on the current conditions in the
Arab world were also_performed.

" The act was performed by talented
university
‘Salahaddin al-Wafi. Mohmmed al-

students lead by
Raimi recited a poem on the impor-
tance of the celebration of the
Yemeni community on the occasion
of the democratic experience of the
parliamentary elections on 27 April.

‘Scenes frohe event and the center
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Israeli troops kill Palestinian
cameraman in Nablus

NABLUS, West Bank, April 19
(Reuters) - Israeli troops shot dead a
Palestinian cameraman during clashes
with stone-throwers and gunmen in the
West Bank city of Nablus on Saturday,
witnesses and medics said.

Dozens of Israeli soldiers raided
Nablus's historic old city, or Casbah,
encountering scores of Palestinian
youths who began throwing stones,
Palestinian witnesses said.

Palestinian gunmen also opened fire
in some places and a gun battle with the
soldiers started, they said.

An Israeli army spokeswoman said
that towards the end of the operation, an
armoured vehicle got stuck near the
Casbah and a crowd of Palestinians sur-
rounded it and began throwing stones
and petrol bombs.

“A few armed Palestinians shot at our
forces and threw explosive devices.”
Major Sharon Feingold said.

A group of Palestinian journalists,
including a Reuters cameraman and
photographer. were filming the clash
around the vehicle when soldiers
opened fire.

Nazih Darwazeh, 45, a cameraman
for Palestinian television, and a free-
lance cameraman for the Associated
Press, was struck in the face during the
shooting and died on the way Lo hospi-
tal, the Reuters journalists and
Palestinian medics said.

Television footage of the incident
showed the cameraman — wearing a
bright yellow, sleeveless jacket marked
“Press” — filming a group of youths
throwing stones at the Israeli vehicle.

Gunfire erupted from the vehicle,
sending the teenagers running for cover.

Feingold said that “our forces used
non-lethal weapons to disperse them
and when that didn’t help they used
light weapons”. Witnesses said there
had been no Palestinian gunfire in the
area at the time.

“The entry of press during an
exchange of fire endangers the forces
and the photographers who took the risk
of possibly being hurt. The army will
continue to investigate the event and

A Palestinian youth who was injured by Israeli gunfire is carriedaway during clashes in the West Bank city of Nablus
April 19,. Nazih Darouza, a Palestinian cameraman, was shot dead by Israeli troops during clashes with stone-throw-

ers and gunmen in Nablus, witnesses and medics said.

expresses regret over the harm to inno-
cent people,” Feingold said. Hospital
officials said at least 18 Palestinians
were wounded in the violence.
Feingold said troops arrested several
wanted Palestinians, including a woman
suicide bomber and her recruiter.

The army reoccupied most
Palestinian cities and towns in the West
Bank last summer after Palestinian mil-
itants carried out a wave of suicide
bombings inside Israel as part of a 30-
month-old uprising for statehood.

At least three other journalists,

REUTERS

including one foreigner, have been
killed while covering clashes since the
start of the uprising in September 2000.
Dozens more have been wounded.

Since the uprising began, at least
1,998 Palestinians and 732 Israelis have
been killed.

Mideast countries call for
withdrawal of coalition
forces from Iraq

"‘—'—-_.
Saudi Prlnce Saud al-Faisal (L) and Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Maher
sit at the meeting of foreign ministers of Iraq’s six neighbours in Riyadh 18

April.

RIYAHD, April 18 (Xinhua) —
Foreign ministers of eight Mideast coun-
tries ended an emergency meeting on Iraq
late Friday night with a joint staternent
calling for withdrawal of occupying force
from Iraq.

The statement read by Saudi Foreign
Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal at a press
conference following the meeting also
reaffirmed the central role of the United
Nation in dealing with the situation in
post-war Iraq.

In the statement, foreign ministers from
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Jordan, Kuwait,
Turkey and Syria, all neighbors of Irag, in
addition to Egypt and Bahrain, affirmed
the commitment of Arab and Mideast

(xlnhm)
countries to the stability and territorial
integrity of Iraq.

They underlined the obligation of the
occupying powers, referring to US and
British forces, to maintain security, the
civilian liberty and rights and the cultural
heritage of the Iragi people under the
Geneva Conventions.

The statement also called for the with-
drawal of the US and British troops from
Iraq and allowing the Iragi people to exer-
cise their right of self-determination. As
for tensions between the United States
and Syria, the foreign ministers welcomed
the plan of US Secretary of State Colin
Powell to visit Damascus to discuss bilat-
eral ties.

Lebanon’s new cabinet
will foster close Syria ties

BEIRUT. April 19 (Reuters) -
Lebanon’s new cabinet said on
Saturday it would foster close ties with
its political master Syria, which has
been accused by the U.S. of harbouring
Iraqi officials after the fall of Saddam
Hussein's government.

Speaking after the cabinet’s first
meeting, Lebanese Information
Minister Michel Samaha said both
President Emile Lahoud and Prime
Minister Rafik al-Hariri had urged
close links with Syria, which keeps
some 15,000 troops in Lebanon.

Hariri, whose resignation this week

brought down the previous govern-
ment, formed a new cabinet on
Thursday that retained key economic
policy makers but left out Christian fig-
ures opposed to Syria’s influence over
its neighbour.

“The president indicated that lhe new
govemnment comes at a very sensitive
time regionally,” said Samaha.

“(It comes) in the shadow of pres-
sures and accusations, which Israel is
behind, targeting Syria and Lebanon to
give up ... their principled stand that
calls for resistance to occupation,” he
said, quoting Lahoud.
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GENERAL MANAGER - BP OIL YEMEN

Street, Sana’a.

Invitation for Consulting Proposals

Arab Yemen Libyan Holding Company

Arab Yemen Libyan Holding Company intends to implement the Family
Entertainment Center (FEC) project located behind Sana’a Trade Center (STC), Algiers

The project comprises of three elements: the building, the FEC, and the multipurpose hall.

Attractive Package for the right candidate

BP, one of the world’s largest petroleum and petrochemicals groups, is
seeking a mature and professional Yemeni for the post of General
Manager, BP Oil Yemen, to manage the aviation business in Yemen. To
qualify for this excellent career opportunity, you must be a Yemeni National;
possess exceptional communication skills in both English and Arabic; be
between 35 to 45 years of age; be degree educated; and have
demonstrable management experience, preferably with a multinational
company. You must have commercial awareness and bias for action,
supported by good experience of working in Yemen.

Maintaining and developing strong relationship in Yemen with government
bodies, local authorities, other stakeholders and your workforce is required,
as are strong leadership skills. Equally important is the ability to grasp BP’s
operating philosophy and the ability to motivate others to work to BP’s high
Health, Safety and Environment standards.

As you will represent BP in Yemen, you will act as an ambassador for the
Company, hence integrity and a commitment to conducting business in a
professional and ethical manner is of paramount importance. The job is
based in Aden, and you should be prepared to remain in Yemen for at least
the next five years.

If you match the criteria and are looking to join a multinational company,
please email your CV to bpmejobs @me1.bp.com or post your CV to the
Attn: Assistant HR Administrator, BP Middle East, P. O. Box 1699, Dubai,
UAE, within a week of appearance of this advertisement, clearly marking
the envelope with the post being applied for.

The project building consists of basement, ground, mezzanine and first floor in addition to
the entry plaza. It will host the FEC, the hall and the other facilities such as food outlets &
cafe, toilets, stores, etc. It Will be constructed in accordance with state-of-the-art specifica-
tions of luxurious entertainment buildings, and has several unique features making it the
first of its kind in Sana’a. The FEC has special theming features, and includes a number of
popular games, bump cars, pool tables, horror chamber, party rooms, etc. The multipurpose
shall is located in the first floor, and it is designed and themed to hold different activities
such as weddings, seminars, and small exhibitions.

The Company seeks proposals from qualified consulting firms with known experience
in the field of family entertainment centers for conducting the flollowing Consulting serv-
ices:

(A) Supervision of the project implementation

Supervision works cover the project from bare site to completion, and include the
building, FEC games & equipments and theming, and the furniture and finishing of
the hall.

(B) Provision of pre-opening management

The pre-opening management services cover the preparatlon, implementation and
overseeing of the whole range of pre-opening tasks and activities relevant to the proj-
ect and the FEC in particular.

Eligible and interested consulting firms may submit a written request with a copy of their
qualification and experience record to obtain further details about the required consulting
services during office hours, starting 22/4/2003 and for the period of one week, from:

The Projects Department
Sana’a Trade Center (STC), Office Tower, 7th Floor
Algiers Street, Sana’a

Proposals must be received in sealed envelopes delivered by hand to the above address
before or on 20/5/2003.

Only selected consulting firms will be contacted in due course
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New investments

By Manyous AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

n Yemen the term “invest-
ment”’ means the achievement
of possible goals with least
losses. Under the stagnation of
economic situations, inertia of
investment movement and retreat of
private sector in the free zone and con-
tainer port, Yemeni businessmen have
invented the easiest way for investing
their money and make up for their
losses.

Despite the fact that the Yemeni
society is still far away from compre-
hensive employment of computer and
the internet, some businessmen, how-
ever, preferred to take the chance of
investing their funds in opening inter-
net cafes to the youth and citizens. It
calls the attention that internet cafes
are quickly spread in the capital city of
Sana’a as businessmen's main objec-
tive is to gain financial proceeds com-
pensating their owners for what they
have lost in investment in service, pro-
ductive or tourist fields.

Nearby the Sana’a University very
many internet cafes have been opened
to help students obtain research and
entertainment information and to con-
nect them with information and news
world simultaneously. But such a
spread of the web is no longer con-
fined to streets nearby the university.
They are abundant at various areas of
the capital. Youths and citizens turnout
at internet cafes is big where we find

youths engrossed with using comput-
ers to browse various websites.

Most youths prefer sites dealing
with research and chats as well as

completing their study researches.
Owners of the cafes say the Yemeni
youths have much liking to knowledge
despite their difficult financial circum-

stances, confirming that their turnout
is good and brings financial gains.
They add that most of internet web-
sites visitors have expatriate families

and they communicate with them via
internet conversation, but what mat-
the

ters most for cafes owners is
financial benefits.

Youths engrossed with using computersvtobrowsvario ses

To fund development projects

Yemen needs
$29 million

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

government  report
has mentioned that
total volume of finan-
cial resources
required for financ-
ing development projects till the year
2015 are estimated at around $82 bil-
lion, of them is the amount of $52.7
billion can be provided and will need
the remaining $ 29.9. A recently
issued report by the ministry of
finance made it clear that realizing
objectives of human development for
combating poverty in the coming 12
years needs an amount of $46 billion.
Financial resources for expanding

basic education amount to $29.5.
Available resources amount to $9.4
billion and the needed amount is
$20.1 billion.

The report also mentioned that the
government had allotted $4.2 billion
for improving public health level and
$1.9 billion for water supplies. The
report said the goals of development
approved in September 2000 in New
York aimed at fighting poverty,
expansion of basic education,
improvement of woman- conditions,
reduction of child mortality, improve-
ment of motherhood health and com-
bating malaria and contagious dis-
eases. The report defines the required
needs of available resources and mon-

itoring the extent of progress in
achievement of goals of human devel-
opment.

The report has drawn attention to
retreat in volume of agricultural pro-
duction and drop of the workforce
income by 50 percent. Yemen imports
of grains in 2000 are worth of about
$312 million and foodstuffs of 726.1.
The report clarifies that the country is
facing a number of acute environmen-
tal problems among which is the cri-
sis of waters. The rate of drop in water
levels in basins is estimated at 8.6
meters a year. It is scheduled that the
ministry of planning would finish
revising contents of the report and to
later present it to the cabinet.

he European
" Commission (EC)
and the Yemeni
Government signed

<88 an agreement last
week with which Yemen would
receive a grant of EURO 7 million
to support and facilitate Yemen’s
preparations to join the World Trade
Organization (WTO).

Mr. Abdulrahman Mohammed Ali
Othman, Minister of Industry and
Trade along with Mr. Abdulrahman
Tarmoum, Vice Minister of Ministry
of Planning and Development
signed the agreement on behalf of

EURO 7 million
for Yemen to
join WTO

the Yemeni government, which is
keen to benefit from membership of
this global organization.

According to the EC, the amount
will be used in five years to provide
technical and administrative assis-
tance to the Yemeni Coordination
and Communications office with
WTO.

“We are quite confident that
Yemen will pass this phase success-
fully and obtain the WTO member-
ship and achieve its economic and
trade objectives”, emphasized Mr.
Rainer Schierhorst, head of the EC
Office in Sana’a.

No fears regarding Yemeni
oil sector, official sources

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF
il sources said the oil
sector in Yemen had
not been affected by
the war on Iraq and no
changes had occurred
concerning the attitude of oil compa-
nies working in Yemen. The sources

added that oil exploration operations
and production and marketing are
operating in accordance with plans
agreements and programs signed
between the ministry of oil and oil
companies working in Yemen. They
made it clear that the oil ministry suc-
ceeded during the past two years in
building a number of oil and minerals

projects. It has also managed in areas
of digging, production, manufacturing,
professional modernization and infor-
mation and technology at a cost
exceeding YR 612 billion.

According to the same sources the
present year would witness big expan-
sion in oil, liquefied gas and minerals
sector, in addition to emergence of

new indicators that can form a better
reality for investors. The sources also
expect that in the year 2003 there
would be the implementation of about
70 oil strategic projects as part of the
current year’s investment program.
The ministry of oil is presently
exerting encouraging efforts for
investment in oil projects and

improvement and development of oil
agreements and participation in pro-
duction. The present year will also see
implementation of other projects at a
cost reaching YR 15 billion. There are
also 26 projects under construction
and other 15 projects distributed
among all units of the ministry of oil
and mineral wealth.

By RAIDAN A. AL-SAQQAF
r_saggaf@hotmail.com

aveat Emptor”
is a Latin

expression; it
let the
* buyer beware.
This ancient rule of commercial law,
traceable to Roman times and even
earlier, implies that every buyer must
examine and judge a product before
buying it, otherwise the seller would
not be held responsible after closing
the sale.

However, The complex and
advanced nature of today’s products
doesn’t help customers to know
enough of the product, they need to
know more than the basic features
and warranty be informed about the
product by the seller, this informa-
tion can be communicated to the tar-
get through means of advertising,
publicity or sales promotion that,
nevertheless, can be misleading.

Marketers nowadays exploit the
fact the human beings are not totally
rational, and that emotions affect
them to a great extent. So they
exploit the power of words to height-
en their emotions “If you can get
them crying, you can get them buy-
ing”, and in tum misleading them
from the original purpose of the

4

product. &Lampkwi
that appear in diapers advertisements |

have to be so cute? It is because the.
more cute the baby is, the more cute
and favorable that brand becomes, |
and the faster it moves off the
shelves, even if the brand laying next
to it was better yet less expensive.

You can also see how women are:
being systematically targeted and
their say in the purchase decision
making is being promoted, that is
because they are more emotional and |
easier to mislead; when my wife
went birthday shopping for me last
year, just as soon as she told the
salesperson it was a birthday gift, the
salesperson started exploiting her|
under the guise of love and caring;
how long we have been together and |
how much I mean to her. To show
how much she appreciates me, she
ended up buying me a suit instead of |
a tie, thanks to that salesperson! !

The process of marketing starts
from knowing what customers want,
1o making customers buy what the
marketers thought customers want-
ed. This results in the many trends,
fashions, variety and complexity of|
today’s products, and using market- |
ing to make customers to buy as
much as possible, and profit out of |
that. ‘

Smart customers do not fall prey |
so easily for that, they know what
they want and buy that, they do not
allow marketers to expose them to
media advertisements and sales pro-
motion to mess up their minds and
budgets through buying more, buy-
ing products they don’t even need.
The tough competition in today’s
market, makes marketers strive to
sell, using whatever means possible,
even if it included exploiting your
emotions, after all, it's just mmm
ing, so beware.

Endnote: Plan what you ‘Wnl
markers, their main concern is o |
make sure that money. hmpaeh
et geis out of there.
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Opinion

Words of Wisdom

It is unfortunate that the rulers do not see the value
of creative and constructive criticism. In fact, inde-
pendent and opposition journalism is far more
meaningful and useful to the nation than hypocrit-
ical praise which shower praise on the rulers and
system, without much credibility. In my opinion, a
free and contributive press is an asset to the nation

and regime.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
a Founder of Yemen Times

OUR
OPINION

Open letter to
oppressive
Arab leaders

Dear oppressive Arab leaders,
ook at what happened to Saddam Hussein? It is true
that he was toppled by a super mighty power, but he
eventually fell, and soconer or later, all of you will too.

D
-

So many years have passed, yet you continue to oppress
your people. What have your countrymen done to live through
such misery and pain under your rule?

You may enslave your people, but you have been enslaved
by the US in many ways, economically, militarily, and even in
terms of media. You are now unable to speak up and say “no” to
the US for any reason.

Look at your shameful Arab summits that come with con-
demnations and protests, but then what? You end up doing
nothing. What have you done for Iraq? Absolutely nothing!

No matter how powerful you feel you are when tyrannizing
your own people, you are still weak from within because you
cannot raise your heads and stop a foreign power from toppling
your colleague. You have the army and means to slaughter your
people, but if those disappear, they will come for you.

In today's world, a regime can be enslaved only and only if it
accepts enslavement. Hence, it was you who accepted enslave-
ment and preferred pleasing foreign powers over your people.

The gap between you and your people is huge and is getting
wider every day. Never think that you are much different than
Saddam Hussein. You are all oppressors but with varying
degrees. You have deprived your people of their basic rights to
freedom, democracy, and other human rights.

Because a leader loved by his people will be protected by
them too, it was perfectly normal that Iraqgis would let their leader
face his fate in the way he did. Why? The answer is simply
because he was never loved. How can you be loved when you
take away people’s freedom, torture and humiliate them in every
way? They hated him and they hate you because of your
oppression and brutal force used against them.

This applies to all of you. You are not loved by your people. If
a coup succeeds against any of you, your citizens will not shed
tears for your demise, but they will destroy your statues, tear
into pieces your posters and curse you.

Dear oppressive Arab leaders,

Before it is too late, you must realize that it is your people’s
appreciation and love that you should attain, and not the US
administration’s or any other entity's satisfaction. You tortured
enough, you killed enough, you threatened enough, and per-
haps your people could be forgiving and let you start all over
again.

It is your people, whom you should trust only when you treat
well and give freedom to. Never trust a foreign power no matter
how close you think you are to it. Each superpower will look
after its own interests. Even if it shows that it loves you, don't
trust in what it says, and always remember what happened to
Saddam when he trusted it.

Abandon your evil ways of treating your people.

Allow freedoms.

Establish justice.

Allow peace, and then rely on your people when the moment
of truth comes.

But if you face the danger of falling and you are still oppress-
ing your people, then it is better for you to walk alone, fight
alone, and fade away all alone.

Believe me, it is all in your hands today... The sooner you
work on having your people love you, the more likely that your
fate will not be like that of Saddam.

The power of a regime is attained from its people, and this
power is greater and stronger than any other force on earth.

| hope you understand, and start act-
The Editor

Why Government keeps provoking us by April the 27th?

Distracting attention

By ABD ALRAHMAN KHALED

n inquiry purports to be too
naive, the answer of which
may, of course, be “so as
not to forget the Election
4 ,,l,\ 'Day and to have our demo-
cratic right in voting, simply that's all” a
layman may proudly and intellectually
enlighten us. A decade or so after the first
parliamentary elections held in Yemen,
some people gradually commenced to
open their shut eyes to the nothingness,
ugliness, illusion and regressive develop-
ment of the aggravating situations they’re
dwelling in, having no clear- cut ideology
or policy to change even for the slightest
slowest better. This late self-enlighten-
ment and comprehension of the incredi-
bility of elections by some previously
misled has brought about to boycott elec-
tions as happened with the first and only
presidential elections so far as we have all
witnessed, seen, read and heard about.
When the misleading guys and elec-
tions mercenaries began to lose much
more power and effectiveness feeling so
worried only about their .own interests
they started launching their in firm cam-
paigns of promises that would and will
never come true even in day dreams uti-
lizing all the media possible and available

to win the public hearts without even a
grain shame of their vacuum words which
are at odd with their actions.

And so, so many congresses, Sympo-
sium, forums and workshops have been
and still being held nation wide during of
which many lectures regarding elections
were delivered by political figures who
have proved their utter failure in every
position they occupied in an endeavor to
wake up, evoke and stimulate the sleep-
ing passions and morale of the public
towards the so-called elections, which
public seems to thoroughly forgotten or
deliberately attempting to (excluding
mercenaries and over exploiters of elec-
tions. But how far! To triply be fooled, as
the American proverb says “ if you fool
me once, then you are a coward, but if
you fool me twice, then I'm moony. So,
what if a person is fooled thrice?

The public is already fed up to every
now and then get heard of the one decade
old monotonous cliches you deceptive
slogans of elections. Pre-election x is the
best to represent you, but post elections X
is the best to misrepresent you. Pre-elec-
tions, elect party x to have education free
and accessible for all, post-election, edu-
cation is inaccessible for those students
scoring less than 70% and illiteracy on
the rise. Pre-elections select party x to

ensure heath. For all, post elections, peo-
ple are dying of different illnesses by the
hundreds and boldly cured by the thou-
sands. Elect party x candidate to root out
corruption, poverty, ignorance and unem-
ployment, such stupid slogans that mere-
ly and vividly confirm the widespread
existence of all those devils and the many
likes of them in Yemeni society. Choose
party x candidate to get freedom, equali-
ty, justice, stability and prosperity. More
silly mottoes which repeatedly assent the
non-existence of all those merits in our
community. Wake up Mr. Sleeping public
and never be deceived by the false prom-
ises and digitally beautified photographs
of the candidate has anyhow provided
yours constituency with electricity or
water never, never, never think this way,
since this is really egoism, and bear in
mind that after a four decade period of the
revolution you, me and many like us still
don’t have even the basic and most sim-
plest facilities and rights of citizen ship —
just water and electricity and never forget
that Yemen (Your country) is a one inte-
gral state and not (301) states, and
remember as well that the previously
posed inquiry may virtually purport to be
naive but it demands a wise answer that is
so serious to the high point of serious-
ness.
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For God’s sake....

It is not a matter of Saddam

BY YAZAN AL-SAGHIRY
Yazanonline @hotvoice.com

o be or not to be,
that is the ques-
tion” —Hamlet

This famous soliloquy of Prince
Hamlet tells us truly and frankly what
we are up to!

Hamlet was trying his best to
explain-at least to himself- his dilem-
ma of Treachery and Revenge. In fact,
the astounding thing about William
Shakespeare is generalizing very shal-
low manner to an international concept
of the basic goal of mankind life,
which is ‘The Existence’.

Yes, it is our existence in the fire
range of the western cowboys. The
USA, so called, victory in Iraq will
give it a ‘new access card to go through
other restricted areas ‘so called’ Arab
and Islamic independent countries of
the miserable Middle East!

While I was watching the TV ‘cheer-
leaders” dancing on the sounds of B52
smart bombs, holding the photos of
American and British POWs, a very
fearful idea came to my mind about the
unknown, if we didn’t refer to it as ‘not
existed” future. As we all know, the
only Arab feature that remained from
our great history is * considering’.
Now, if that went away for a tribal
revenge or for non-tribal morals, then
we are doomed.

It is not a matter of a man or a
regime, it is about the old idea of colo-
nialism for the Arab vil und strategic
position. A new Sykes-Picot formed,
while those ignorant fellows or traitors
were cheering and supporting those
Vikings. I did not control my tear when
I saw that US marine putting the USA
flag on the face of status of President
Saddam Hussein before he put the old
Iragi flag. And, my sadness was not

because of the status, but because of
where the status is!

Isn’t that a sign? Does it mean any-
thing to us? They said will liberate,
what kind of liberation can be found in
securing the oil fields and neglecting
the rest of the country to be raped and
robbed?

As I remember the only declared
reason for this war was ‘Weapons of
Mass Destruction’, so why do I see
them securing oil fields only?

Oh sorry, I forgot! They are saving
Iraqgi’s wealth for the Iragis ‘only’. As
for US companies — especially those,
which signed contracts to rebuild Irag’s
wealth, Never!

Beside, why all that talk about Syiia.
If Syria has Chemical weapons, as
Bush said, the thing that it is complete-
ly not true, it didn’t breach any UN res-
olution, unlike the Zionist state which
originally refused to sign the NPT
(Nuclear Non- Proliferation Treaty) as
we all know. And still Sharon is a man
of peace in Bush’s eyes!

So, what does USA want? This is
the problem, because no one knows
what it wants. But, we do know ‘How
it wants it'! It is going to be the Bush
way of replacing clashes of civiliza-
tions with ‘death for civilizations and
viva USA’. Bush said when he was
declaring the wart on Taliban, * it is the
time that everyone should know, either
to be with us or against us!’

Sorry to say, you can apply this idea
to all US actions since Bush got the Air
Force no. one. For him, it is the time to
chose between two choices, either to
be a Yankee or to be a Yankee's don-
key!

Arabs in that concept are divided to
many groups. The first one walking
along applying the Syrian proverb,
“Whoever was married to my mammy
I'm going to call him Daddy”, and
those are the Yankees!

The other group can be called the
waiters for two reasons. One, they wait
until the situation is portrayed clearly
so they can behave according to their

own interests which are firmly related
to USA line. Two, and after waiting,
they act like real waiters who would
serve for cleaning the American bloody
dishes after finishing that Arabic fatty
meals, and those are the Yankee's
Donkeys.

The third group can be called the
‘ignorant’ or miss leader group. It
includes those who are blinded by their
lively temporary rancor of a brother
disappeared in jail or a son killed
because of his opposition. Those, and
only those, can be excused. On the
other hand there must be a way to show
them the real danger of those ‘libera-
tors, and toitelkthem the fact thatit is
not a matter of Saddam’s regime, but it
is about regimes, people and the whole
Arab area.

The last and huge group is us! We
were born repeating the great legends
of heroic Arab actions, remembering a
history we created by justice and care,
and not on the aches of Real Red Blood
of Red Indians.

They told us in schools that Al-Jihad
must be done to satisfy Allah. They
told us also that cowardice is a very
shameful thing. Even if we were weak
and unarmed, we have to fight and die
with honor rather than living in humil-
iation. These are us.

Syrian former president Hafez Al-
Assad said in his war speech in 1973
“We are not so fond of killing and
destroying, but we are defending our-
selves from this killing and that
destroying!” And that is what we want
at least for now. We have to defend
ourselves. Those thousands of Iragi
and Arab fighters paved the way to us
with their own sacred blood in order to
restore our * lost’ pride and honor.

In 1991, President Ali Abdullah
Saleh commented by using the
Shakespearean thought of Existence,
saying:

‘Now, it is not a matter of ‘ to be or
not to be’, but we have to say, in com-
plete honesty,

It is the time to be! Isn’t it?

offices of the newspaper.

Think independently

J our editorial on what
Americans should think

was good. I thought as an
American I would add some
comments. Most Americans,
as most people in the world,
work. They have gotten in
the habit of relying on televi-
sion and newspapers for
their news. The problem, of
course, is that if Americans
or any people, have limited
news and views presented to
them they cannot have opin-
ions that are really valid. We
tend to think that we live in a
freer society than anyone
else, but I am afraid that we
are only free in certain ways.
Most Americans refuse to
believe that it is possible for
them to be unduly influenced

by propaganda, and thus are
easily controlled by it.
These techniques are used
on peoples all over the
world, but I believe more
Americans are naive about
having propaganda used on
them and are currently more
easily manipulated by it than
people in many other coun-
tries who are used to such
control. But people all over
the world are influenced and
manipulated when the news
they get is controlled, or
when they refuse to look at
issues impartially due to
influences of religion or pol-
itics misapplied in ways
intended to control them.
The tragic consequences of
this are wars, hatred, and
failure to recognize and

solve the many problems
there are in the world today.
The reaction of people
around the world over the
current war in Iraq is to per-
haps blame the American

people. In the long run,
however, we will suffer and
have to deal with the conse-
quences as much as the peo-
ple currently being victim-
ized. Only by independent
thinking, talking with open
minds to each other, and
thinking, rather than arguing
and hating, can we personal-
ly rise above the manipula-
tion and hatred that is being
forced on us. Your editorial
is admirable in that it does
that.

Bob Patrick

I am still against war
am absolutely with those
people who are against
war. This is because war is
that kind of antagonism or
mutual enmity - war is a
mental suffering, pain, and
injury. War is death, damage,
harm and absolute destruc-
tion. War means killing the
innocent people, and the
Iragi kids are a case in point.
War in general hurts
everybody. Although war is
harmful to everybody, the
US continued to go for it. I
am in here in Yemen but [ am
really suffering from war!
One may suffer physically,
mentally, or maybe one may
suffer financially.
Yafe’a Al-Yafee
alyafeeut@maktoob.com

COMMON
<] SENSE

N .‘ By Hassan Al-Haifi
War on Iraq
From victory
to a mess

ast week, General Tommy Franks,
Commander-in-Chief of the Anglo-Saxon
Alliance Forces (Have we forgotten that the
good old USA is an offshoot of the British
. =¥ Empire, as well as the Aussie Land Down
Under?) announced that for all intents and purposes the
heavy engagements of the War in Iraq were over. Of
course, this did not mean that “Operation Iraqi Freedom”
could not be considered as a matter that can now be trans-
ferred to the history textbooks and the work papers of
strategic think tanks to prepare for the next possible
engagement. In fact, the “job seemed far easier than
envisioned” and worthy of the applaud of all those who
insisted that the war was necessary and proper to remind
the world that the “White Man’s Burden” is far from
being over and done with. Many of the anti-colonial vet-
erans of the 1950s and 1960s are perhaps rightfully ask-
ing, “why did we bother to go through all that trouble”
(Iragi anti colonialist activity was far earlier, as the
British found themselves unwelcome almost from the
start of their mandate over Iraq, i.e. in the 1920s). To
underscore the “job well done” feeling, there was even
talk of the Marines going home (with subtle talk of hav-
ing them replaced by US Army troops, to take over the
“police work”, which never really got off the ground any-
way).

But what seemed to be “over and done with” in Irag, in
the eyes of the retired “embedded generals” with the
American media channels, was really only the start of
another phase of all the malady and the uncertainty that
has characterized the Administration of President George
W. Bush almost since it took office. To be sure, the gen-
erals kept telling the curious listeners to the American
media channels, the “objectives of the military adventure
were achieved with dramatic speed and cunning”. The
feat is bound to make good text book material for West
Point, thus replacing Schwarzkopf’s Desert Storm mili-
tary avalanche of Gulf War IT (GW I: Iraq vs. Iran War;
GWII Iraq vs. Everybody; GWIII: G. Bush vs. S.
Hussein War). For three weeks, the American media was
hammering the American populace and the rest of the
world with military tactical jargon and various colors and
dimensions of the map of Irag, with almost casual by the
way mention of-the human fraumaihat wasrunfolding in
most of the major cities of Iraq. When it became appar-
ent that the military victory was beginning to appear as a
mismanaged and poorly planned strategic adventure, the
Bush Administration began raising the Terror alarm again
and started to hint that from Iraq the Americans are
launching their might towards Syria. Once again, Jack
Straw and Tony Blair jumped on the bandwagon to echo
the new Anglo Saxon’s King Richard the Lionhearted’s
call for Syra’'s total and unconditional surrender to
Anglo-Saxon demands for a world free of terrorism and
weapons of mass destruction. It does not matter that the
WMD, which the war on Iraq was based upon, has yet to
be found, to justify all the destruction and suffering which
the Iraqis have to go through. So, now Syria will become
the new target for Bush's evasion of the issues at hand
that really should keep the American Presidency busy.
From one unfinished job to another: that is how Mr. Bush
feels is the proper way of showing guiding leadership to
an American public that seems to be easily swayed to
close their eyes to much of the debacle that the domestic
scene is undergoing (of course the Bush
Misadministration  already is  banking on
the "9-11 standby” to take care of all criticism against the
failure of the Administration to put some verve back into
the economy and to overcome the stagnation in many of
the domestic social fronts). So Syria comes next with
Iran given the early warning signs. Many people seemed
to have forgotten that the adventure in Afghanistan is far
from being over, with the Kabul Government not even
fully in control of Kabul yet, let alone the rest of that
country. Now if Kabul can remain such a menacing
headache, one can imagine what Iraq will turn out to be,
with all the geopolitical complexity that characterizes the
country. All we can say is that, whoever is producing this
parade of Ride‘'m High Cowboy orientation is serving
demonic interests, that do not really have the aspirations
of the American people to heart, nor do they blend in with
the desire of the people of this world to work towards
greater rapprochement and peaceful integration. All
these senseless ill conceived adventures are being under-
taken at the expense of continued suffering of the world’s
poor and with the opportunity cost of squandering bil-
lions of dollars recklessly, which could be so much better
utilized to eradicate so much of the social decay and dep-
rivation that prevails throughout the world. Yes, we
should not forget to mention two important outcomes:
Saddam is gone — or is he still around, ready to come out
with his set of tapes, like his predecessor Bin Laden? Yes
the Iraqis are rid of tyranny, but now there is chaos and
pandemonium, which to some analysts may be even
worse than tyranny. Just to remind the Americans of the
gratitude the Iragis have shown: a Friday sermon in one
of the Mosques in Baghdad simply put the prevailing
feeling of gratitude to Mr. Bush echoed by so many
Iraqis, “the Americans must get out of Iraq as soon as
possible, or else we shall push them out”. Then, the
hanging question — was it really worth it, Mr. Bush? The
answer will not be found in Baghdad, Damascus or
Teheran. The answer really lies in Tel Aviv.
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A late t.u'ght reply to Ai—Haiﬁ
Emotions will not

lead to a solution

By BiLL CAVENDER
beavender @cox.net

t is with torn emotions I write in
response to your editorial “Who
said that it is over and done
with?” from Issue 631, Volume
13 of the Yemen Times.

I oppose the war against Iraq. I
believe Saddam Hussein was a ruthless
man who used his people for no gain but
his own. He cared little for those outside
his inner circle and duped many in the
Arab world through his brilliant propa-
ganda machine and appeals to the finer
points of Arab Nationalism.

I believe he posed a threat to the
United States and to neighbors in the
region, although that threat was dramat-
ically reduced during the 1991 Gulf
War. -

I believe that UN sanctions were
severe and resulted in no suffering for
Mr. Hussein or his cronies, but mainly
for those Iragis already struggling.

I do not believe the US and British
forces deliberately targeted journalists
nor do I believe that there was a coordi-
nated plan to control or censor the news
out of Iraq.

I sat many nights watching from the
comfort of my home watching the dis-
gusting smirk of an MSNBC broadcast-
er as he described US actions in Iraq. I
was not proud of those events although I
stood by our military forces, who went
into battle as a part of their duty.

The voters of the USA are worthy of
a more balanced view of the situation
both in Iraq and in many other places
outside our borders, and 1 believe each
citizen in this nation has an opportunity
to take his or her own responsibility for
finding balance in today's world of
rapid communication and the availabili-

ty of diverse views at the click of a
“mouse.”

Your vitriolic editorial speaks to your
passion on the current events in Iraqg;
under the hyperbole and conspiracy
hints you have valid points.

Yet the Arab world also needs a bal-
anced view of the situation. Was it pos-
sible for an Iraqi citizen in February
2003 to receive a balanced view any-
way? While there were times I found Al-
Jazeera professional, there were other
channels that I was disgusted with
including the CNN. Was your average
Baghdadi or Kirkuki or Karbalite able to
receive a multitude of viewpoints and
assessments? Was it possible for that cit-
izen to write an editorial critical of the
governing Baathist regime or of
President Saddam Hussein?

I spent the fall of 1993 in Yemen
watching the two -by then- presidents
Ali Abdullah Saleh and Ali Salem Al-
Beedh slowly pull the fragile Yemeni
union apart. While in Sana’a, I attended
language school and worked on a paper
about the history of Islamist political
movements in Yemen. I have never been
treated better by people anywhere.

I remember buying the Yemen Times
to get my local information because my
ongoing challenge with the Arabic lan-
guage was just getting started. Yet I also
heard differing opinions in coffee shops,
scanned dozens of party newspapers in
the ‘souk’, and saw some strong signs of
a civil society poised to move forward
with a blend of new and old. I continue
to follow Yemen and its adolescent days
of democracy. I commend those fighting
to make it work. I am eager to see it
nourish and grow into adulthood, a new
democracy appropriate to the needs of
the people.

Was there any chance of such a

democracy under Saddam Hussein? I
find it unlikely. Am I saddened to see
him go? No. God will provide for him.

I thank you for motivating me to
spend some time reflecting on this issue.
‘We are fortunate to have this discourse.
I would like to see a time where the dis-
cussion broadens and reaches a point
where there can be civility, respect and
progress towards a peaceful future.

I believe the truth is out there and
while there are times for harsh words,
criticisms and uproar, I do not believe
your written words provide much bal-
ance. Not in themselves, perhaps
stacked up against something equally as
severe. They may incite, anger and pro-
voke but I do not believe these emotions
will lead to a solution.

I will do my part to listen and respect
the views of others. Each man and
woman has a God-given right to express
their views. I don’t need to subscribe to
their viewpoint but that is their right.
Until their views or actions instill preju-
dice and incite violence against another
they are free to extol the virtues of their
way. Most quickly dismiss the voices of
fanatics and their deluding world views,
but there are those that are sucked into
the vortex. These can become formida-
ble forces the world has witnessed again
and again.

Let us some day celebrate the time
when our children will know one anoth-
er as equals under God and truly believe
that war must be a last resort. But do not
let them believe that there is no case
where “men should never be given the
right to kill under any pretext.”

Let there be more opportunities to
share views, reduce misconceptions,
prejudice and fear, and come to under-
stand the commonalities more than the
differences.

Freedom: A flawed logic

SaAaYMUS
Shaymus@shaymus.com

have read your editorial about

“Freedom” and have found your

logic to be flawed and probably

twisted by the idea that any

tyrant and murderer can control
the populace of a nation without regard
to human rights, international law and
common decency. You say that “Only
Iragis can decide on what they want
and need”.

If that were true Saddam would have
been hung as a murderer years ago. But
he had the terrorist police to intimidate
and torture the people he supposedly
“loved”.

The same holds true for the insane
Taliban and their irrational hate for
anything not in line with their twisted
views. The same is true for North
Korea, a police state beyond compre-
hension.

You say “In this particular case, it
could be a repeat scenario of post-
World War II Germany and Japan™

Well, if you happen to look at those
countries without your anti-US glasses
on you would clearly see that the US
does not control them, their govern-
ment, or their people.

You say: “The Iragi regime that
could be appointed after Saddam is
gone, must be loyal to the US and UK,
and must be in coherence with business
interests. Hence, this regime will have
to consult those countries on many
things that may even be related to local
political as well as commercial affairs”

The people and new government
will need the help of the free nations of
the world to become a democracy,
granted. But they will be free to choose
how their government is run and what
commercial affairs they wish to ven-
ture into.

You say: Finally, what if the US and
UK fail to find solid evidence that Iraq
possessed weapons of mass destruction
when the war is over? Wouldn't the
two countries try to diminish this issue
and say “life goes on”? Shouldn’t the
world prosecute those powers if we

find out that the basis of the whole war
was wrong.

Saddam has had years to hide his
weapons. If you had the power and
resources to hide something for years
you would probably hide it pretty well.
The fact is: He had the weapons! He
used the weapons and killed thousands
that opposed him. And now the
weapons are missing.... Where are
they?.... Well, we'll find them.

Saddam and his sons have brought
nothing but misery to the Iragi people.
They are criminals and they will be
held accountable. The Iragi people will
be free, and I think that is what scares
the terrorist-minded people in the
Middle East. They don’t want actual
“people” to be able to say ‘No!” We
don’t want you here. No, we don’t
want to have to think like you. The ter-
rorist-minded leaders and religious
liars would hate to have the people
make decisions for themselves. Well
guess what? Freedom is coming, and
the terrorist-minded people like you
will get what is coming.
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... and Iraq’s neighboring
countries shall request the
country besieging
them to leave Iraq!
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Reading between lines

By KHALED AL-AWADH*
For THE YEMEN TIMES

he pulling down the statue of

Saddam Hussein at Paradise

Square in the heart of

Baghdad -broadcast live and

4. later repeated almost every

hour throughout the world- clearly sum-

marizes all that is happening in that part

of the world with countless number of
readings.

Failure to topple Saddam’s statue

It was ironic that the Iragis had initial-
ly failed to pull down the statue them-
selves with their ropes and equipment.
The rope they used was so weak and flab-
by. That could well symbolize Iragis’
inability to overthrow Saddam them-
selves for all the past twenty four years of
his reign. They seemed so weak and
powerless to change the situation without
any outside help.

It was only when the US marine inter-
fered that the statue of Saddam was
pulled down to the ground. This incident
reflects what is happening actually in all
parts of Iraq and not only what is there at
Paradise Square. Americans are the over-
throwers.

Feet still intact

The statue went down but its feet
remained intact to the concrete on which
it was erected. What can be derived from
this part of the tragic scene is also amaz-
ing? Does that mean that trouble awaits
the Americans? Or is it simply a resem-
blance of the remaining pockets of resist-
ance acting here and there? Or does it
refer to the post-Saddam era with all its
ambiguity and uncertainty.

US flag on Saddam’s face

The ugly part of the scene is when the
US marine covered the face of Saddam
with the American flag. One reading that
can be elicited from this act is that it
resembles the real hidden intentions of
the US to Americanize Iraq after this
bloody occupation. It was a grave mis-
take similar to do it so openly and it
reminds me of Bush’s slip of the tongue

after the attacks of Septermnber 11th 2001
when he said it was a crusade war. Those
actions did have a role in bringing doubt
in the Arab world of what is truly behind
the scene.

Another hypothetical interpretation of
the improper raising of the US flag in
Baghdad is that Saddam has played a
major role in serving the interests of the
US to the extent that he should be hon-
ored with the American flag. Thanks to
him, the USA has become now a hyper
power and has its first foothold there.
There is no place for the Russians, the
French, the Germans or the Chinese. The
British are only subordinates. They are
only there to materialize or rather market
the so-called coalition forces on US TV
networks and media.

Or was it simply a reflection of the
disgusting arrogant character of USA’s
Uncle Sam spreading like a disease in
their television networks and newspa-
pers. A Japanese recipe in this matter can

‘help fight this wild virus. °

Making up with the Iraqi flag

Now, we come to the next turn of event
when the US marine replaced the
American flag with an Iraqi one. Perhaps
he realized his grave mistake and tried to
make up for it. Well this is a good way to
apologize for the first mistake at the spot.
However, some mistakes need to be cor-
rected later. An example of that is when
the White House apologized for Bush’s
Crusade slip of the tongue at the time as
it was wrong to speak out the subcon-
scious in public. However, the day was
saved —thankfully for the Americans-
when they remembered taking the Iraqi
flag off the statue’s neck before bringing
it down.

Sudden appearance of old Iraqi flag

However, bringing an old Iraqi flag
without the phrase “Allahu Akbar”
(Allah is the Greatest) -added by Saddam
Husain during the Gulf War- is yet anoth-
er symbol. How did they secure this old
flag at this spontaneous moment? Was it
all planned? The only difference between
the two flags is that Islamic phrase
uttered in public six times in every call

for prayer from every mosque located in
every part of the whole world. Why did
that US marine use the flag without that
symbolic phrase? How does this literal
part of the scene fit with the figurative
aspect of it? One reading that can be
deduced from this post-structural paint-
ing is that perhaps Iraq is going to be a
secular state tailored according to the
American standards. Baghdad, the sym-
bolic capital of the Muslim world, will
soon become a Westernized Eastern cap-
ital and an American center for marketing
pragmatism in the Middle East.

Iragis on the toppled statue

The moment the statue went down, a
chaotic scene followed. Iragis walked on
the poor statue in contempt cursing who
it represents and later pulling the remains
of it through the streets of Baghdad. It is
not hard to say that this was a call for
anarchy and chaos to spread throughout
Iraq and not only around Paradise Square
as the regime’has fallen/=~ 1 0w ==

Chaos and looting

Unprecedented lootings of public
property happened and are still happen-
ing. Hundreds of people gutted public
and private buildings taking away all
they could carry, from air-conditioners to
flowers.

This was only a literary reading of an
open modern text written this time by
President Bush, very close to the Waste
Land famous poem written by the well-
known American poet T.S. Elliot:

Qut of this stony rubbish? Son of man,

You cannot say, or guess, for you know
only a heap of broken images where the
sun beats.

True to Elliot’s words, we can only see
some broken images of a world full of
chaotic scenes and anarchies. But that
symbolic fate of the statue is open to var-
ious post-structural readings throughout
the Arab world, and not only in Iraq
today and for centuries to come.

* Khaled Al-Awadh is a Saudi jour-
nalist writing for a number of Saudi
newspapers.

Why are we allowing the rape of

By Boris JoHNSON
FOR THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

uppose the government of

your country had just sus-

tained a cataclysmic reverse.

It might have been an evil

government, but it was
yours. Suppose that your army had just
been cut to ribbons by a force so over-
whelmingly superior that comparisons
had been drawn with the massacres of
the Zulus, or the Aztecs. You might
think that your country’s army had
been fighting for a bad man. But it was
your army.

Suppose you were asked to agree
with the victors that the past 25 years
of your nation’s history had been an
appalling aberration. You might be
among the huge numbers of Iragis who
rejoice to see the downfall of Saddam.
But it is your country’s history that is
being anathematised. You would be
only human if, at the same time, you
yearned for something you could cling
to; some symbol of an Iraq that predat-
ed Saddam.

You would want some evidence that
there was still something about you
and your country that was great, and
admirable, and unique. And then imag-
ine that, under the eyes of the incoming
army, the most splendid treasures of
your national museum were carted off.
Not the wusual melange: the
Impressionist donated by a supermar-
ket tycoon’s wife; the ho-hum sculp-
ture by Degas.

No, imagine that your country has
suddenly been pillaged of its most
emblematic works, the equivalent of
the Crown Jewels, things that were
meant eternally to incarnate the culture
of your land.

Think how you would feel if you
knew that, even now, these things were
being secretly crated up, given false
bills of sale and deprived of their muse-
um code numbers. How would it strike
you, when you reflect that these things
are about to be flogged to the tiny
minority who can afford to buy them,
principally in the conquering country?

I supported this war, and I support it.
But it fills me with rage to think that at

least some of the spoils of Iraq’s
National Museum will, in all likeli-
hood, end up as the bibelots in the
brownstone of some banker in New
York.

No one knows what has happened to
the limestone Warqa Vase of 3,500 bc,
or the bull’s head harp of Ur, or the
squatting Akkadian king of 2,300 bc.

According to Irving Finkle, of the
Ancient Near East department of the
British Museum, at least four of the
looted objects were so vast - such as a
larger-than-life  sculpture of an
Assyrian king - that it would have
taken a fork-lift truck to move them.

As Dr Finkle points out, all it
required was a couple of determined
American troops to stand outside, with
or without a tank. Now 170,000 items
are missing, and all because America
was unwilling to expend the necessary
resources. Why? If you launched a mil-
itary operation against Athens, would-
n’'t you take steps to prevent the
destruction of the Parthenon?

In this week’s Spectator, Rod Liddle
talks to an archaeologist who attended

a meeting on January 24 at the US
Defence Department, of a newly
formed group called the American
Council for Cultural Policy. The chair-
man, William Pearlstein, represents
about 60 leading American lawyers
and collectors. According to Pearlstein,
Iraq’s policy towards cultural artefacts
has been excessively “retentionist”.
The group apparently told American
defence chiefs that, under the new
regime, it would like “more objects to
be certified for export”. Well, whatever
you say about the post-war Iraqi order,
its policy towards historic artefacts is
about as retentionist as a burst paper
bag.

If T were an Iraqi, joyful at the
removal of Saddam, but struggling to
come to terms with the crushing of my
country by America, I would want to
know how this has happened. I would
be instinctively “retentionist”, because
in a dirt-poor country, fallen on very
hard times, these objects remind me
that Mesopotamia, not America, was
once the greatest country on Earth.

In fact, it was a mere 4,000 years ago

that Iraq was a bit of a superpower, the
Assyrian having such a big technologi-
cal advantage over his enemies that he
came down like the wolf on the fold.
The ringleted beards, the winged lions,
the chariots made of electrum - all that
beautiful stuff was made when
Europeans were thudding each other
with lumps of wood.

The treasures stolen from the
Baghdad museum should not only have
been a source of tourist income to
future generations, but also a visible
testimony to the point made by Lt Col
Tim Collins at the outset of the war:
that this was a country worthy of
respect. And now those objects will
turn up - if they turn up at all - in Tokyo
salerooms and the guest washrooms of
Floridian real estate kings. If T were a
“retentionist” Iragi, I would want to
know how and why this group gained
such access to the US Defence
Department. I would like to know
whether it is true that some of them
have been in contact with President
Bush. I would like to know how the
Americans could let this happen, when

Iraq’
4,000 objects were looted after the
1991 Gulf war, and only a fraction of
them recovered.

What steps are the coalition forces
taking to stop this happening again? As
I write, there is still apparently no ade-
quate protection for the National
Museum, to say nothing of the provin-
cial museums. Why, finally, did Geoff
Hoon seem last week to condone the
looting of official buildings? I can
think of no explanation, except perhaps
that the Government may wish to use
the chaos to explain away another
embarrassment.

Perhaps we will shortly be told that
the looters have snaffled the weapons
of mass destruction. Whatever our
motives, we have allowed Iraq’s her-
itage to be badly damaged. We must do
what we can to make it good, and in an
ideal world not so much as a broken
potsherd will pass into the hands of
anyone connected with the American
Council for Cultural Policy.

* Boris Johnson is MP for Henley
and editor of The Spectator
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The Protective Umbrella
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Aman Insurance Company
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reinsurers we have been able
to offer the widest insurance

coverage with competitive
rates.
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Traditional Yemeni costumes, diverse, eye-catching and beautiful

Beauty in Yemeni eyes

Ta1z BUREAU STAFF
YEMEN TIMES

Part (1-2)

ar beyond the actual rea-

sons why clothes where

invented, which is obvi-

ously for coverage and pro-

tection from cold and heat,
dressing today has taken a more signif-
icant place in every nation’s culture.
Costumes, especially traditional
clothes, have become symbols to indi-
cate the identity, religion, financial sta-
tus and even class of its wearer. Not
only country wise, but region wise and
in many cases even villages have a
particular costume they are known of,
especially in places where cultural
impact is high.

Islam and Costumes

Being a conservative religion, Islam
has emphasized the decency and cul-
tured sense of dressing for both men
and women. Yet, it left a wide margin
for beauty and fashion, which were
both not only permissible but in some-
times desirable. Islam encouraged well
dressing and stressed on cleanness and
hygiene. It stated this on several occa-
sions in the Holy Quran and Sunnet
(Prophet Mohammed’s (mpbh) say-

ings). They talked about the impor-
tance of appearance and cleanliness
with no exaggeration or dwelling into
vanity and showing off. Islam in fact
encourages women to beautify them-
selves in their homes to look attractive
to their husbands.

Yemeni Costumes

Since ancient times, Yemen was
famous for its beautiful dresses and
textile quality to the extent that it once
became a legendry aspect and
proverbs about special Yemeni cos-
tumes such as the Tihami, Hadrami
and Lahji.

The appearance and texture of
clothes and costumes were influenced
by many factors including climate,
age, occasion, social class, status,
wealth, etc. Evidently, the most influ-
ential factors were the climate and the
social status.

Speaking about climate; the longest
coast in Arabia (2,200 km long) had to
have its significance on the inhabitants
of costal areas starting from Hodaida
passing by Aden and ending with Al-
Sheher. In addition to the numerous
Yemeni islands in both the Red and
Arabian Seas, in those areas, custom-
ary people wear light colored cotton
clothes that reduce heat and do not
absorb much sun rays. Men generally

Traditional costumes still worn by women in Saber. Gold is ringed around
her neck and a flower is placed on the left cheek has been still common.

Jambia (dagger), an ornament
weared by men as a symbol of
pride and dignity

wear a light shirt or t-shirt with what is
called “Foota” or “Meawaz” which is a
rectangle-shaped cotton cloth wrapped
around the waist. Women wear what is
called “Direa’ which is a single piece
light and almost transparent sleeveless
dress with proper undergarments
beneath.

Tell me what you wear, I'll tell
you where you are from

In mountainous areas such as Taiz,
Sabir, Ibb, Wisab and Shar’ab; people
live in places located on mountains
ranging from 800 to 1,500 meters
above sea level. Consequently they
wear rather dark and heavy clothes to
protect them from cold and wind. The
social status is also resembled in the
type and style of clothes. In ancient
times, the class system was much more
prominent than it is today, and in those
days, people used to wear clothes that
indicate their class. Basically, there
were four main social classes from
highest to lowest: princes and *Sada”
(descendants of Prophet Mohammed
—mpbh), Judges, Tribes, the rest of the
public. Out of all four, only the judges
seem to still retain their customary
dress code being a one piece long dress
open in the middle with long glittering
embroidered sleeves reaching the neck
and sides of the dress, something like
what the Saudi royal princes wear
today. Underneath this elaborately
decorated coat, they wear a long white
one piece dress with buttons on the
chest, resembling the ‘Qamees’ worn
today by Yemeni men.

It is interesting that even within
judges, the type of buttons and their
value also signifies their hierarchy or
rank in their own class itself. And most
importantly, the Janbiya, which is a
classical dagger worn in a belt on the
waist, and the way it is worn (slanted
to the side) indicate the rank of the
judge in his class. A shawl decorated
on the edges is generally worn on one
shoulder, and finally the judges head is
covered with an “Amama”, which is a
piece of cloth wrapped neatly on a
white small cap giving the judge’s
appearance more authority and
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respect.

But where did the Janbiya come
from?

Historians say that the Yemeni
Janbiya dates back to 400 BC. Some
even date it back to the seventh centu-
ry before Christ. Old people say it was
termed this way because it used to be
worn on the side “Janb” of men’s
waists probably for protection. Like
everything else, the types of Janbiya
vary according to region and class.
The famous Bedouin Janbiya is popu-
lar in Marib, Shabwa and Al-Baidha.
There is also the Hadrami Janbiya,
which is worn in different parts of
Hadramout. There are two distinctive
types of Janbiyas when considering
shape: The most popular Janbiya that
is worn by most Yemenis is long
shaped like a “J”. While the less com-
mon one which is rather less slanted
and more like a diagonal curve, is
mostly restricted to the judges and
higher classes.

Old is gold... or maybe silver?

Detailing the structure of the
Janbiya, it is composed of the head,
which is the most valuable part
because it is made of rhinoceros,
giraffe or other animals’ homns and is
decorated with two pieces of gold or
silver. The head of the Janbiya is fixed
on the longer part which is a metallic
dagger inserted in a solid container
called “Aseeb” of the same shape but
made of wood or sliver. The whole
piece is attached to a wide belt made of
leather or hay covered with an elabo-
rately golden decorated cloth. A com-
mon Janbiya could cost from around
USS$10 to US$300. The most expen-
sive Janbiya known in Yemen is that
referred to Imam Sharaf Eldin (one of
the Imams who ruled Yemen before
the revolution). It is a Janbiya that is

751 years old and is valued at one mil-
lion dollar!

Sentimentally, the Janbiya is closely
attached to manliness and deep cultur-
al roots. Any single Yemeni (residing

Traditional women's clothes still common in Saber, Taiz.

in Yemen) must have worn a Janbiya at
least once in his life if not owning one
as it also represents the artistic nature
of Yemeni-men with its beautiful deco-
rations and styles.

In a statement released last week:

By MOHAMMED AL-MASSANI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

he Foundation for the

Protection of Antiquities

and Cultural Heritage

(FPACH) in Yemen has

recently released a state-
ment expressing grave concern for
the destruction of Iraqi heritage by
looting and burning ancient sites and
libraries.

“[FPACH] is following up very
anxiously the consequent situation of
looting and robbery in Iraq particular-
ly the ancient treasures and antiqui-
ties as well as the fine treasures in
Baghdad National Museum which is
considered one of the most spectacu-

FPACH denounces destruction
of Iraqi heritage

lar museums of the world.” the foun-
dation said.

FPACH expressed deep concern for
the loss of hundreds of important
archeological masterpieces, some of
which date back to three thousand
BC. This is in addition to the devasta-
tion caused to the historical city of
Basra which symbolizes the Arabic
and Islamic heritage and that once
was the metropolis of the Abbasid
Caliphate.

“The Mesopotamia witnessed the
birth of the most ancient human civi-
lizations, and the cultural heritage in
Iraq constitutes an important and
principle part of the human heritage.”
the statement added.

The foundation called upon all the

concerned parties including the
United States of America and the
United Kingdom to protect what is
left of the monuments in Iraq and to
limit looting and robbery of the
ancient antiquities in Iraqi museums.

Furthermore, the foundation plead-
ed to all Arab and international organ-
izations concerned with cultural her-
itage to seriously work in putting an
end to the looting and destruction wit-
nessed in archaeological sites repre-
senting the different historical periods
in Iraq and take prompt procedures to
safeguard cultural heritage which is
not only considered the property of
Iragis alone, but rather the property of
humanity and the future generations.

new book titled The
Republic of Yemen
Development
Challenges in the 21st
, A Century has been
recently published. The new release
has been written by Marta Colburn.

The authoress has lived in Yemen
periodically since 1984. From 1984 to
1989 she worked for a number of
international development agencies,
for the last two and a half years as
Deputy Country Representative for
Oxfam UK.

She has written on a range of topics
related to Yemen including gender,
democratization and pre-collegiate
curriculum.

Yemen is probably better known
for tribal kidnapping than for its rich
culture heritage or for its steady
progress towards democratization in
the face of massive developmental
challenges.

In the 20th century Yemen was the

first Arab state to gain indenendence.

The republic of Yemen

It has the only permanent elected par-
liament in the Arab world. Its press is
among the freest in the region. And
Yemeni women were the first- and
remain the only-women in the
Arabian Peninsula to have the right to
vote. In fact Yemen has a proud tradi-
tion of women in leadership-the
‘Queen of Sheba’ being its most
famous historical figure.

Yet its political progress is in stark
contrast to the marginal existence still
facing millions of Yemenis. Isolated
by the international community for
refusing to take sides against Iraq dur-
ing the Gulf war, Yemen continues to
suffer the impact. As up to 1 million
Yemenis were expelled from neigh-
boring states the country plunged into
economic crisis, compounding exist-
ing developmental problems. Today
more than 70 percent of Yemenis are
still without adequate health services
and fewer than half of rural house-
holds have access to potable drinking
water. Fewer than half of girls com-

THE REPUBLIC OF
YEMEN

Cover of Book

pletes their education.

This book traces Yemen's develop-
ment from ancient times to the pres-
ent and analyzes the social, economic
and environmental challenges facing
the country today.
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Al-Wahdawi
weekly, organ of
the Nasserite
Unionist
Organization, 15
"we April 2003.

Main headlines:
Figures and facts disclose failure
of the GPC government
- Extensive mass rally behind candi-
dates of the NUO and JMP
- Islah: JMP necessity to stop deteri-
oration
- Security in Taiz prevents JMP
from election propaganda, arrests
three of its members
- Al-Atwani, a Taiz candidate: April
27 a dividing line for shrinking
sweeping majority
- 200 Yemenis without documents
waiting to be delivered on the
Iragi-Syrian borders
Columnist Ahmed al-Ashwal says
in an article that more than twenty-
seven days passed since the Anglo-
American ongoing aggression began
on Iraq. Everyday passes very heavy
on the Arab citizen, particularly the
Iragi citizen discloses new facts on
ugliness of the attack and the extent
catastrophe that has befallen the Arab
nation which too heavy to be endured.
What has increase the catastrophe is
the stand of some Arab leaders who
have facilitated for the aggressor
implementation of his criminal
schemes when they opened their lands
to the enemy. They have not only
betrayed their nation to be called as
hypocrites but they deserve to be put
on the list of disbelievers that have to
be fought along with the nation’s ene-
mies who are occupying our lands in
Jerusalem or Baghdad or any Arab
capital.

Al-Thawri week-
ly, organ of the
YSP 14 April
2003.

Main headlines:

- Ruling party’s influentials violate

elections law
- Two blasts in Baidha', minister

threatens voters of depriving them

of projects
- Joint meeting of candidates of

YSP, Islah at constituency 16

Mr Hasan bin Hassainoun wrote an

article saying that a backward tribal
society like the one in Yemen gov-
emned by mentality of tribal fanaticism
and legacies of the past cannot
advance on the road of development,
stability, security, justice and equality.
Al these contradict the culture of back-
ward societies. Although more than
four decades have elapsed since the
removal of the monarchic regime at
the hands of he Yemeni free officers
supported by the people, the revolu-
tion’s goals still occupy the front
pages of the state-owned press and the

Prime Minister Atef Obeid will
receive Monday Chinese Minister of
Justice Zhang Fusen, with the atten-
dance of Justice Minister Farouk Saif
‘el-Nasr and Chinese Ambassador to
Cairo Liu Xiao Ming.

The Chinese minister arrived in Cairo
on Friday for a five-day visit.

Al Gomhuria
Minister of Culture Faroug Hosni
said Egypt is ready to help the archaeo-
logical and architectural restoration

The Washington Post

Talks next week aimed at resolving
the crisis over nuclear programs in
North Korea were thrown into doubt on
Friday after it released conflicting state-
ments about whether it has taken the
dramatic step of reprocessing spent
nuclear fuel rods into enriched material
for weapons.

Thousands of Sunni Muslims, uneasy
at the prospect of losing their position in
Iragi society to the Shiite majority,
staged their first show of force on
Friday since the fall of President

ruling party newspapers and also the
press of the opposition parties. Anyone
considering what has been achieved of
those goals over the past forty years
would find out that those goals are
very far away from what has been hap-
pening. Up till now there is no real
national unity, no unified national
army representing the united Yemen,
and no security or stability.

RAY weekly,
organ of the Sons
of Yemen League
party, 15 April

Main headlines:
U.S. State Department: Yemen's
record weak, big restraints hamper
change

- Washington announces the end of
major war operations in Iraq

- Head of Iraq’s nuclear program
arrested

- 300 Yemenis return from Iraq

- Riyadh hosts regional conference
for Iraq neighboring countries

Columnist Mohammed al-Dhahiri
wished in an article that he could be
able to closely know the real feelings
each of the Arab leaders while follow-
ing up the scenes of the Iragis while
destroying ousted Saddam Hussein’s
billboard pictures and statues, express-
ing their actual impression about their
leader. He says the Iragis are teaching
the leaders a severe lesson confirming
that no one would fight for the tyrants,
especially if he is hungry and afraid.

The state of frustration and the feel-
ing of loss and ignorance felt by the
Arab citizen are fertile elements to
render a young person into an extrem-
ist. The rulers also know that oppres-
sion, domination and spread of corrup-
tion are good weapons making people
show loyalty enough to make those
leaders to increase their assets abroad
but they are not useful for postponing
their escape.

Annas weekly, 14
April 2003.

Main headlines:

- Islah party : We would not accept
to be removed with a stroke of a
pen at any constituency

- Old woman beaten till she lost her
consciousness

- U.S. State Department: In Yemen
restriction s imposed on religious
freedom, issues end up to mystery

- %90 of communication centers
threatened with bankrupicy

- Fall of Iraq regime seen by the
opposition as a lesson for the
regimes, authority sees it a result
of aggression and conspiracy

work of the ancient and Islamic Iraqi
antiquities that were severely damaged
in the US-led war on Iraq.

Zahi Hawas, Secretary General of the
Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA),
said an urgent letter was sent Friday to
UNESCO to inform it of Egypt’s readi-
ness to provide all the technical expert-
ise necessary in the field of archaeolog-
ical restoration.

Al Akhbar
Foreign Minister Ahmed Maher said
Friday that Egypt objects to the appoint-
ment of a US military ruler to Iraq and

Saddam Hussein's government, march-
ing through the streets of Baghdad to
protest the US military occupation and
to demand a Muslim state without dis-
tinction between Sunnis and Shiites.

The New York Times

The Bush administration plans to ask
the United Nations to lift international
penalties against Iraq in phases, retain-
ing United Nations supervision of Iraq’s
oil sales for now but transferring other
parts of its economy to a new Iraqi
authority in coming months, adminis-

Columnist Ahmed al-Shalafi says in
his article that those who demand
America for proving good intentions
towards Iraq by keeping security,
offering humanitarian assistance to its
people and leaving the Iragis to man-
age affairs of their country is similar to
asking the devil to prove his being
good and his love to the world. What
happened following the American
invasion of Iraq of looting and chaos
committed by some hooligans and out-
laws, had disclosed the real intention
in re-arranging Iraq in a new form. The
question is beyond that which we per-
ceive. The cowboys of America have
opened their appetite to looting and
pillage and possession. No one can
stop them from that. They looted offi-
cial, private and diplomatic institu-
tions except the ministry of oil and oil
wells. There is to be shaped a new Iraq
administered by America, not the great
Iraq that humanity has known; the Iraq
of civilization, glorious history and
science.

Al-Shoura week-
| ly, organ of the
Yemeni Union
Ly for People’s
&l Forces 13 April
2003.

Main headlines:

- Yemeni students head for
Damascus

- Aggression on Iraq continues

- America silent regarding the
escape of ten of Cole suspects

- Hannan Ashrawi, Bahia al-Harriri
in Sana’a

- National Baath party confirms tak-
ing part in elections

- In Hudeida, three candidates
reused and pressure to enable the
GPC’s nominees

Abdulrahman Ahmed Abdah wrote
an article saying that it seems that the
time taken by the American tank to
topple Saddam statue was longer than
the time used by the resistance during
the Amencan invasion of Baghdad on
the 20t of April that witnessed a dra-
matic collapse of the authority. The
American soldier was moving in front
of Palestine hotel in Baghdad as if he
was moving in his own country while
the sight of the Iragis cheering up at
the fall of Saddam statue made me feel
as if they were an audience of a drama
show. It has become evident that the
fall of Saddam regime was surely
because the Iragi resistance would not
have be useful without an Arab politi-
cal support and without an escalating
opﬁfsing international stand. On the

day of the war or before it the
American forces were so obsessed
with a hysterical state and as if they
were ready to burn out the entire of
Baghdad to achieve the goal of enter-
ing the city. That is why on the 20th
day of the military campaign they

it would not admit any government that
lacks the free will of the Iragi people.
Maher, in statements in Riyadh fol-
lowing a session of talks held with
Saudi and Syrian counterparts, also
expressed Egypt’s solidarity with Syria.

The Egyptian Gazette:

Egypt has renewed its call for Middle
East free of weapons of mass destruc-
tion (WMD). Egypt's chief representa-
tive to the United Nations Ahmad Abul-
Gheit reiterated the need for the world
to revise mechanisms that regulate use
of force in international relations.

tration official said on Friday.

As the Bush administration continued
efforts to find whether President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq was alive or
dead, an Abu Dhabi television station
broadcast a videotape showing Mr.
Hussein greeting well-wishers in a
Baghdad neighborhood. The station
said it was told the tape was made on
April 9, the day Mr. Hussein' statue in a
central Baghdad square was pulled
down. American intelligence officials
expressed doubt about the date of the

tape.

attacked the journalists so that not to
be witnesses on subsequent brutal
massacres.

| weekly, organ of
= the Arab Baath

N Socialist Party, 13
April 2003.

Main headlines:

Pitched battles between the Iragi

and the invading forces amidst

media delusion
- Syria calls for withdrawal of the

aggressive forces from Iraq
- The Arab conference calls for sup-

porting the Iragi resistance

The newspaper’s editorial says the
parliamentary elections day is
approaching under very complicated
political circumstances due to the
American-British savage campaign to
which Iraq and the Arab nation are
exposed to aim at occupying it and
plundering its riches. The campaign
also aims at aborting the Arab-Islamic
renaissance project and imposing a
new regional security where the
Zionist entity becomes one of its basic
components. Despite the destruction
and burning of anything related to civ-
ilization at the hands of the new
invaders to an extent exceeded what
Hulago had done, the Arab official
stand sufficed itself to offering advices
to the people of Iraq on integration and
the serious demand for its choices.
Against all this the Yemeni voter

becomes inside an atmosphere all of it
engulfed with frustration, internally
and externally, not far away from his
choices in nomination and election.
Thus the national task necessitates the
proper selection of candidates enjoy-
ing efficiency and sees in them the
future expressing his domestic and
national aspirations.

iga Al-Tagamou
weekly, organ of
the Yemeni
Unionist
Congregatmn 14
April 2003.

Main headlines:

- New details on escape of ‘"Cole”
detainees from prison

- Woman Forum holds the govemn-
ment responsible for poverty

- Aden Oil Company sells Hajeef
installations

- Violations before the elections
supreme committee

Columnist Ali Hassan al-Huraibi
writes that the freedom of chaos gov-
ems the occupied Iragi cities. Since
the fall of the regime and despite pres-
ence of the American and British
troops the grip of chaos is the govern-
ing force under the intentional security
vacuum. Scenes of looting and

The Times
In scenes reminiscent of a scorch-
ing Australian summer, ferocious
forest fires fueled by the dry Bank
Holiday weather swept through
large sections of meoorland and
woodland across Britain Friday.

The Daily Telegraph

Thousands of schools will have to
cut spending on staff and books this
year because the British govern-
ment has grossly miscalculated the
national education budget, the
National Union of Teachers said
Friday.

The Frontier Post:
The Nation:

A US State Department official
for policy planning has warned
India that attempting to solve the
problem by attacking Pakistan
“simply is not wise.”

The News
Prime Minister Zafarullah Khan
Jamali Friday welcomed Indian

destruction seen on satellite channels
is a kind of chaotic freedom which
makes us wonder if this is he freedom
the American said they wanted for the
Iragis. The invading power may
reduce its military presence and may
work for forming a puppet govern-
ment and installation of another
Karzai. The Iragi national forces may
in return form a resistance to this pres-
ence and may take various forms;
armed and political receiving support
from here and there, making the situa-
tions unstable and threatening the
American  presence on  the
Mesopotamia. It is apparent that the
Americans, so far, do not want to give
the United Nations the major role for
the normalization of the situations and
supervision on reconstruction. Thus it
becomes confirmed the American
insistence on its refusal to give any
role to the United Nations unless that
role gives a legitimate cover to its
occupation of Iraq.

weekly, organ of
Yemen Armed
Forces 17 April
2003.

Main headlines:

- President Saleh: By elections we

build for a better future

We urge all to practice their elec-

tion right

- Consultations for holding Arab

foreign ministers conference to

study Iraq situation

Council of ministers sends heads

of ten establishments and state

companies to investigation

35 thousand local and foreign

overseers, central room and inter-

net site to follow up elections

process

- Death sentence for nuns’ killer in
Hudeida ratified, trial of killers of
Jaralla Omar and Jibla hospital
doctors begins

- Effective measures to ensure

streamlined elections process

under calm and stable atmospheres

New Japanese ambassador 1w

Yemen

Political editor of the newspaper
says it is not strange for the Iragi
regime to collapse before the
American military and that the result
of the American-Iragi military con-
frontation to be in its known results.
Some facts should be remembered in
analyzing what has happened. First the
American military capability could not
be faced by other military power in the
world today. This American military
might is not attributed only to the
materialistic and technological superi-
ority and strong economy alone, but
also that the military power has
become in the hands of politicians
whose only concern, while implement-
ing their plans, is not to abide by the

The Independent
Euro notes and coins would not
become legal tender in Britain until
2010 under a proposed timetable for
joining the single currency drawn
up by British Chancellor of the
Exchequer Gordon Brown.

The Guardian

British Prime Minister Tony Blair
is facing the threat of a fresh rebel-
lion from Labor backbenchers who
are growing increasingly alarmed
that the failure to uncover weapons
of mass destruction in Iraq will con-
firm that the war was illegal.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s offer of talks on
theKashmir dispute.

Daily Times

The United States said on
Thursday that its diplomats author-
ized to leave Pakistan before the
war in Iraq broke out last month
could now return to their posts.

international law, UN conventions or
to respect human rights values and
sovereignty of states. The second fact
is that the American diplomacy has
become with limited capability of
imposing its vision on events and
drawing up a strategy for the American
policy restoring its political and demo-
cratic effect and credibility of commit-
ting to principles of the international
law, UN charter and principles of
human rights. The third point is that as
it has been expected that the aggres-
sion on Iraq represents a beginning for
a comprehensive change in the region
to be dictated by force. Introduction of
this policy is what has really happened
on the ground with regard to threats to
Syria which is being stepped up by
Washington and repeated in London
and Sydney. The fourth fact is that suc-
cess of the American policy of force in
Iraq and the international incapability
of facing it has led to a way of
American dealing with the world.
America does no longer accept the
other’s opinion, refuses dialogue and
sticks to its principle of he “"who is not
with her he is against her.”

Al-Isbou weekly,
17 April 2003.

Main headlines:

- Arests in Aden, Abyan, Hudeida
including relatives of the 10
escapees

- Clashes and fire shots Amran gov-
ernor and sheikh al-Ahmar

- Yemeni volunteers return from
Baghdad, most of them from
Mareb

- Iraq’s embassy in Sana’a, no work,
no security guard around it

The political editor of the newspa-
per says in his front page article after
the invasion of Iraq the glow of the
strong Arab official address extin-
guished and it has become well-known
that the Yemeni government would
talk for long about the reconstruetion
of Iraq and offenng humanitarian aid
to its Arab people under the occupa-
tion. The Yemeni government affirms
that at the time being it is preoccupied
with the legislative operation schedule
on 27 of April. But the arena is threat-
ened with the white house endless
demands the nearest of which is ban-
ning national political parties having
connection with the defeated regime
of Saddam. What has caused this say-
ing is the results concluded from
Nasiriya meeting of the Iraqi political
factions on dissolving the Baath party
in Irag This makes the fate of this
party in the Arab countries, among
which is Yemen, fraught with the
unknown. This development necessi-
tates internal political alignment and
more sense of responsibility.

Die Welt
The United States wants to search
for mass destruction weapons in Iraq
with its own experts.

Frankfurter Aligemeine Zeitung

American special forces have
arrested a senior Iraqi official, who
used to be the head of the Baath
party’s local group in the capital.

Der Tagesspiegel
For the first time, 10,000 Iragis
demonstrated in Baghdad on Friday
against the United States.

Yomiuri, Asahi:

The Tokyo District Court fined a
nurse 400,000 yen for negligence.
She left a baby boy sleeping face
down, which led to his death from

asphyxia.

Yomiuri
A government advisory panel
called for a 75 percent to 85 percent
reduction of motorcycle emissions
within three or four years to cut
smog-causing hydrocarbon pollution.
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Global Logistic Solutions 273069 Hadda st.Mobile:73775335, B For sale: a computer 93, good codation, price YBRD 271623/4  Al-Jumhury Hospital 274285 Universal Business Travel Center  Tel: 441158/9/60

International Fright Forwarders

E-mail: ALHAMD @ye.net

Situation

requirements:
Excellent knowledge

typing , Bachelor
degree in any field,
Experience in
graphics and
designing and
editing, Good
English is preferable.
Those who meet the
above requirements
advised to come to
arrange fro an
appointment. For
more information
please contact us Tel.
268661

B Needed: Sec-
retary: minimum 3
years of experience
of n secretarial field.,
fluency in spoken, written,
reading and typing in
English & Arabic, Uni-
versity Degree is
preferable, excellent com-
puter skills, contact Tel.
440418, Fax: 440415

B Needed: station

F
R
E
E

(P P~ P =

manager for a KSA based 1 | . )
company. exp. in elec- a FREE course for the first TWO winners ) '/‘ w. mmr“m.m“ | S —— y . . v 0y ~
ok o e e * a HALF- PRICE course for the next THREE winners A g 2- Student’s affairs specialist, véh
° i * * ith 256% REDUCTION in fees for the next TEN winners s 1§ it il DN . . ¥
good package will be @ course W vl b M adma | buversidoglovers with good command of English. Sy
given. contact. 73810416 1 4_ wpatis the past participle of these verbs? take - hold - find - reduce - build ' ' i contact Mr. Chris by Il 412039 - 417441 ik .
2- Make these nouns plural: person - class - country - mouse - boy Mobile No 73816219 Call: - PeRBT

Job M
Seekers po

Kaid: Language Arabic,
English, Italian, Sec-

ondary School, Exp.

Adapt to work the field of !
secratary & General Cor- 1
respondence. Skills: good |
background about written |
for both English & Arabic }
by computer system, '

1
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1
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]
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]
]
]
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studies and taked course
from the (AICL) by the

job, fully experienced in
Indian. chinese, western

B.Sc. in Mechanical Engi-
neering high fluency in
English, professional in
using Auto-CAD 2000,
Experience in vegetarian
oil extruding & air-can-
dition systweus. Sana’a,
B.O. Box 17504,
Mobile:71937140

B Saleem Ahmad A. Al-
Muntasser: L.A. in English
language, Computer
courses, Public relation
experience, receptionist
knowledge in correspon-
dence of English.
73880085

W Jesudason: I've got

experience in four countries
(India, Singapore, Maldives

& Yemen). Now I'm

3-Write the (ing) form of these verbs: - write - begin - lie - stop - see
4- What are the adjectives from lhe names of these countries? - The U.S.A. - The Sudan
- Thailand - The Philippines - Canada
-torise -toincrease - to get worse.
- 1o improve - to deteriorate - to get better

5- Which is the odd one out? Why?

working as an executive
secretary Job Description-

tunities for the above ficld
please contact me at

Physics, Chemistry and
Biology to English medium
students of all levels. Call
Mr. Asim at 73819434

W Wafd al-Mashreki: D.
Pm in programs of com-
puter. Tel.210270-
71654312

B M. Hassan Ismail:
English lang. Tutor, all
levels, including English
for IGCSE, English for
special purposes, Arabic,
English translation and
intrep. Seeks part time or
permenant job. P.O. Box
10829, Sho’ob post office -
Sana'a.

W Abdulla Al-Jabri: B.S. in
computer Eng. + 10 years
experience in computer,

COmpetiton PN | B I

Answer the five questions below correctly and WIN...

| GOOD LUCK!

BRING YOUR ANSWERS TO THE INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ENGLISH (IBE)
On the corner of Hadda St. and Mujahed St. (above abu Al-Rejal Carpet Shop)

IBE working hours: 8am - 1pm & 3pm - 8pm (except Fridays)

Don't forget to put your full name and telephone number on your answer sheel

According herewith I | Closing date for entries is 1/5/2003

o - -

intel 233MHz, 2 hard
drives (approximately 10
GB total), Multimedia with

15", Price $ 350. 73563752

Asbahi City, two floors
with, garden big yard, full
furnished, Om Ahmed
73508591

B For sale: leasehold
shop, Running business for
sale with all decoration act.
on Zubairy St. good
location. Mohammed Tel.
71110176

B For rent: Ground flour, 4
rooms, 2 bathroom, big sale
+ kitchen with a beautiful
garden. On the right a big
room + toilette independent
(for guests or house
keepers). On the left inde-
pendent shop with street
entrance + big room on the
top + toilette. It can be
used as clinic with labo-
ratory and pharmacy. All

1.550.000 YR. Contact
73773217
B For sale: lancer 2001,

conditions + mercedes

Equipment

B For sale: English to
English franklin electronics
dictionaries with thesaurus
and voc. building games
for sale at very reasonable
prices. Call 73819434

B For sale: Gas detector
that traces of carbon
monoxide, hydrogen sul-
phide, combustibles and
oxygen. very useful for
petroleum processing and
other industrial plants. Tel.
71170706

B For sale: phone, ALCA-
TEL 512, used but its still
very clean, contains
Recorder, and multimedia
ring tones, 150 names
phonebook, sends Arabic

& CAR RENTAL

Hertz Rent a Car Sana’a: 01-440309

Aden: 02-245625

Al-Thawra Hospital
Yemen Specialized Hospital

HOTELS

UNIVERSITIES

Amencan World University, Rep. by IS academy
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039

external fax modem, for 35000 km, full automatic . A
i i i 2 : 417346-7927920 SANA'A: — . —

LCICING  ficld of word fro windows In Yemen dealing with-.  only 5200, Tulal 412596, GCC standards, for 0008, | Smebers t e emm A\l lamania Palace Suies: 236230 [University of Applied and Social Science
; On tne yeario el ptemationd, dencers. oy pager 5845549 only, without customers. CAR SHOWROOMS Dream Land Horel: 255511/6 Sana'a: 412442 Fax: 412441
B An establishment 711 8_31 13 PEC/ _] lC/Nawasa and etc. B For sale: computer PIII, 71145887 & SPARE PARTS Best Western Hadda Hotel: 41521215 Aden: 234533 / 234960
seeks an employee to M Riyad al-Banna: look Enquires-Air ways, power HD 20GB. CD Rom 52X, B For salé: Jaiid eniiger s ¥ ‘ Hadda Town: 415900 o—— g
fill thy t ith international expe- tations, oil co ies and i - 278426/9/3 Queen Arwa University 2
e viein e oo o companies wn  CPUS3SMHz,Ram 128 VXR, model 99, ul FORDYUNDAL 26 HilTow B

position editing. Job  rience looking for suitable etc. So, if there is a oppor MB. Multimedia Monitor options and in excellent MERCEDES-BENZ 01-330080 ADEN:

r_)k—ul.‘ﬂdﬁu}‘u
plakio (dee /&30 lalalf
01/207160 - 71110176
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in graphics & layout  cuisine as well as pastry, 73816219 Real Estate ggﬂii?gﬁﬂiﬂhﬁﬂ — =

design for Adobe bakery, syes hotel experi- B Highly qualified and ditions. Abdullah 71739768 e c o ra I o n o r a e
photoshop ,Excellent  ences. Tel. 04/230893 experienced tutor available @ Eor rent: villa in al- .

English/Arabic B Ammar Al-Tuwaiti: to teach English, Maths, ; Home/Office e e T ————

“e

Ny .

S R S R S T L

L1800,
Vet
Q”‘f;gn -k

sms, only $160, contact
Mado. 73885765

1- Bilingual female secretary

i
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for medicens, medical appliances & General Trading
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BIOMED LIMMER
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Tel.: 279593, 278817, 279295, 279038,
272452, 271820, Fax: 279594,
P. O.Box: 1482-Sana'a
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* Eye Examination by specialized Egyptian Doctors with highly

specialized cadre & medical equipment
* Wide variety of fashionable ophthalmic & sunglasses frames
* Best quality of medical & colored contact lenses

CAL

More than 25 years of experlence in SAUDI-

MAGRABI

ARABIA, EGYPT, U.A.E. and OMAN, Now in YEMEN
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(Red Sea) Aden Y

» Hodeidah: Tel. 3-207376,
Fax. 3-207466 2 6th Sept. St.
+ Khormaksar: Beside Aden Hotel

J Al-Shami Apartments
Tel. 2236864156, Fax. 2236869 R. of Y.
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Abdul Nabee Op thalmlc

OPTICIAN Primary Eye Care
Al Kasar Street, 13, Al Awdl Building, Behind Arab Bank, Sana'a

Tel: 272976
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Details:

Contact Address:

sladio - 2579 Wy @gdica e gl 268276 LuSIB e eals Seo Rasmaa )] dlusyls 935501 1A sad
73810416 ;9354 (268661/2/3 &) w Juall Siheglaall o Ja bal

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

OFor Sale(JRequired CAvailable OFor Lease OFor Hire/Rent [0Job Require OSituation Vacant [Others

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. contact Mr. Victor, 268661/2/3, 73810416
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Green Land Co.
Ltd. For Trade

Material & Copper wire for
rewinding & workshops equipment
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By Post

By Fax
By E-mail

How to Place an Ad in
“Yemen Times classified”

By phone : 268661/2/3

: P.O. box: 2579 - Sana'a
By Hand :Yemen Times Head office / By YT.Representatives
: 268276

: yementimes @y.net.ye

, Working hours in Ramadhan from 11am to 3pm
‘ and from 8.5pm to 10.5pm.

ntimes classified Personal ads are publishes free of cost
line is Thursday 10 am.
information call Mr. Bassam Jamil on 268661/2/3 Ext,,%
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I. What to Say

Situations and expressions (46):

Expressing in how many cases a statement is true (IV)

ere are a few more ways of expressing in

H how many cases a statement is true:

+ In no way can I hope to remedy the situation.

*  Under no circumstances am I willing to take
to the path of dishonesty.

*  On no account must you go there.

* No longer is the voice of reason being heard.

* In no other place/country are foreigners
given so much respect and recognition as in
Yemen.

» At no cost am I going to let my friend down.

¢ At no other time can you buy this at a cheaper
price.

« Never before was life so comfortable as it is
now.

*  Neither did you come nor he showed up.

* By no means is it desirable to neglect one’s
duties and responsibilities.

* In none of the cases did the university show
any leniency.

+ Little did I know that there was so much
humiliation in store for me.

* Few are the friends who could stand by you in
need.

= In only few cases did the minister intervene.

*  Only rarely does a country get a leader like
President Saleh.

=  Hardly ever is he seen sitting with his books.

» Hardly had I gone a few steps when it started

raining.
= No sooner did the teacher enter the class than
the students stood up.

I1. How to Say it Correctly

Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
He accused the man for stealing.

Faiz has not come also.

1 want to tell me the truth.

From now and on I will study hard.

‘When school is over I go to home.

BN

Answers to last week’s questions
1. Ahmed is absorbed in his work.
2. 1 asked my friend for his book.
3. Do your work without speaking.

47 The student failed to answer my question.

Note: But the noun ‘answer’ takes ‘to’. Ex: His
answer {0 my question was wrong.

5. Last night I went to a park. Or, I went to a park
last night.

I11. Increase your Word Power

A) How to express if in one word

I. A person who makes drawings of all the parts of
a new building.

To feel weak after illness.

A list of characters in a play.

A measured amount of liquid swallowed at one
time.

A state of affairs in which neither side wins.

R
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Answers to last week’s questions

To sleep lightly: doze (vi)

A group of twelve: dozen (det)

A group of twenty: score (det)

First public appearance: debut (n)

The first rough written form of anything: draft
(n)

LR R

B) Foreign phrases and expressions

Use the following expressions in sentences

1. curé; 2. curriculum vitae;

3. dauphin; 4. débicle; 5. debris

Answers to last week’s questions

1. corpus delicti (Lat) (the facts which together
show that a criminal act has taken place): The

kill a suffering person or animal): His chances
of getting the job suffered the coup de grace
when the chairperson became interested for
another candidate.

coup d’etat (Fr) (a sudden or violent seizure of
power by a small group): The king was
dethroned in a military coup d’etat.

créche (Fr) (a place where babies and young
children are cared for by specially trained
people while their mothers work): There is a
créche available where she works.

cuisine (Fr) (a style of cooking): This hotel is
famous for Chinese cuisine.

5.

C) Word commonly confused
Bring out differences in meaning of the following
pain of words:
custodial, custodian
2. custom, customs
3. cut-out, cut out
4. cut throat, cutthroat
5. door keeper. door man

Answers to last week’s questions
. abjure (vt) (promise on cath to give up evil
ways): He solemnly promised to abjure alcohol.
adjure (vt) (to request earnestly): They adjured
the suspect to tell the truth.

2. adaptation (n) (making suitable for a new

need): This play is an adaptation of a famous

English novel.

adoption (n) (taking as one’s own): If India is

the country of my birth, Yemen is the country of

my adoption.

adoration (n) (love, worship): He has deep

adoration for the English Romantic poetry.

adulation (n) (the giving of too much praise or
respect to win favor): His adulation for the boss
has reached ridiculous proportions.

4. advantageous (adj) (profitable, helpful):
Renting a house near their children’s school will
be very advantageous for them.
adventitious (adj) (accidental): The
adventitions arrival of the relief materials
greatly helped the cyclone victims.

5. adventuress (n) (woman adventurer):
Bacchindra Pal, an Indian adventuress, scaled
the mount Everest.
adventurous (adj) (full of danger and
excitement): Kalpana Chawla embarked on an
adventurous voyage to space.

D) Idioms and phrases

Use the following phrases and idiomatic
expressions in senfences

1. in bad faith; 2. contrary to;

3. to the contrary; 4. on the contrary;

5. open and above board

Answers to last week’s questions

1. strike a balance (to reach an arrangement
which is fair to every body): Many countries
made unsuccessful efforts to strike a balance
between the US and Iraq.

2. bad blood (angry feeling): There is a lot of bad
blood between them.

3. bad debt (a debt that is unlikely to be paid): I
have got to forget about the money I lent him as
bad debt.

4. in a bad temper (angrily): You shouldn’t take
every harmless joke in a bad temper.

5. go bad (to become unfit to eat): The meat has
gone bad due to hot weather.

IV. Grammar and Composition

A) Grammar

Substitute one of the following words or phrases
Jor the parts of the following sentences which are
in italics F

Racial prejudice, religious bigotry, to exploit,
equality of opportunity, discriminated against,

the same chance as men in the field of
employment.

2. Men have previously tended to behave towards
women as if they were inferior.

3. It was only people with unusual ideas who
thought that, women should not be taken
advantage of.

4. It is possible that a lot of men still have
unreasonable feelings against women.

5. The new law, however, means that women
cannot be treated worse than men.

Answers to last week’s questions

British English and American English are
different languages, or rather they are distinctly
different dialects of the same language.
Nevertheless, the two ‘dialects’ are slowly moving
closer together for a variety of reasons, especially,
as a result of telecommunications. There has been a
kind of rivalry for well over two centuries. In
particular this rivalry has expressed itself in
‘mutual snobbishness’, in other words each
language has been regarding the other as somehow
*inferior.’

Attitudes in Britain have changed a lot in the last
twenty years, at least the attitudes of some people
have changed.

Young people, particularly university students,
tend to use more ‘American words’ than their elders.
You will still find the occasional true-bred English
‘bull dog” who insist that the American language, in
particular the accent, has a corrupting influence.
What such people do not seem to realize is that
English is a living language, and what is more the
importation and coining of new words and phrases
is absolutely essential in our ever-changing world.

B) Composition
Expand the idea contained in the saying
14. IF WINTER COMES, CAN SPRING BE
FAR BEHIND?

Answers to last week’s questions
13. THEY ALSO SERVE WHO
ONLY STAND AND WAIT

This line written by John Milton, an eminent
English poet of the 17th century, illustrates a
thought provoking idea. It implies that service, in
the real sense of the term, consists not only in actual
performance of duty, but also in willingness and
readiness to serve when called upon or when one’s
turn comes. If a master has a number of servants, he
does not need the services of all of them at one and
the same time. There may be some of his servants
whose services might never be needed, although
they are not only ready but eager to serve their
master whose kindness and generously bestowed
gifts they are enjoying.

But they may not get the opportunity to serve
him. They have always waited for their turn so that
they might show their gratitude to him. They have
not been idle or disobedient, but ever ready to do
their humble bit. Here the ‘master” symbolizes God.
The true significance of this idea is that true service
of God is to bear patiently and uncomplainingly
whatever He gives because they serve Him best who
best bear His mild yoke. Humble submission to the
will of God or unsceptical acceptance of His
commands and readiness to serve Him when one’s
turn comes is the truest and best homage that one
can pay to the Almighty.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

‘... Allah knowth wel]

All the secrets of the heart.”
83 A119

corpus delicti provided conclusive evidence unconventional beliefs, treat women badly/llike V1. Words of Wisdom
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Yeats’ ‘Leda and the
Swan’ and the war in Iraq

Dr. .M.N.K.Bose,
Associate Professor of English
Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

seun_ his poem of W.B.Yeats has
| VYbeen analysed by several
y scholars and each one has
{‘ found his/her own meaning
h- depending on what view
he/she has taken. When I read this
poem at this time, when the innocent
people in Iraq are facing miserable suf-
ferings, when thousands of helpless
women and children are becoming war
victims for no fault of theirs, the poem
has a contemporary meaning to me,
which has reference to the war in Iraq.
I am not a literary critic nor am I a styl-
istician; with my knowledge of litera-
ture and the experience of the world of
today, I read this meaning into this
‘mighty sonnet’. The poem and my
interpretation is given below:

Leda and the Swan

A sudden blow: the great wings
beating still

Above the staggering girl, her thighs
caressed

By the dark webs, her nape caught in
his bill,

He holds her helpless breast upon

his breast.

How can those terrified vague
fingers push
The feathered glory from her
loosening thighs?
And how can body, laid in that white
rush,
But feel the strange heart beating
where it lies?

A shudder in the loins engenders
there
The broken wall, the burning roof
and tower
And Agamemnon dead.
Being so caught up
So mastered by the brute blood of the
air,
Did she put on his knowledge with
his power
Before the indifferent beak could let
it drop?

sudden blow: unexpected attack,
while the whole world, under the lead-
ership of the UN, was expecting that
some diplomatic solution would be
found

great wings beating still: the

mighty war planes are still hovering
over Iraq

dark webs: the ignoble intentions of
the war-mongers

helpless breast: the innocent and
helpless victims (women and children,
especially) of war, who have been suf-
fering from the sanctions for the last 12
years

terrified vague fingers: those of the
victims, terrified because of the sudden
attack and vague, because of weakness
and suffering due to the sanctions

the feathered glory: the vain glory
of the aggressors

body: the victim country

laid in that white rush: caught hold
of by the ‘white’ aggressors’ sudden
attack

strange heart beatings: the heart of
the aggressors is strange, because they
say something (liberation) but do the
opposite (destruction)

shudder in the loins: severe shock
the innocent victims, especially the
women and children have experienced

the broken wall, the burning roof
and tower: the scene that we watch on
the TV everyday (to me this does not
have reference to the fall of Troy etc)

Agamemnon dead: the history of
good relation between country, trust
between

countries and the faith in the UN
dead and has no meaning; ( I am avoid-
ing any reference to the legend, pur-
posefully)

brute blood of the air: the Iraqi sky
is full of vultures and the country is
bleeding, because of the brutal attack
of the aggressors

‘Did she......... her drop?’: Does
the victim country fall because it thinks
that the aggressors’ knowledge of the
country and their power go together to
make them strong?

indifferent beak: the aggressors,
who are indifferent to and against all
wise and sincere advice of the friendly
countries in the world including the
UN.

The poem, therefore, can refer to the
evil attack of the aggressors on the
helpless and innocent people, especial-
ly the women and children of Irag;
Leda stands for the innocent victims of
the war and the swan for the brutal
aggressors of the west. This, in effect,
is my critical reading of the poem and
interpretation from the context of the
receiver.

The Craftsmanship
of Emily Dickinson

BY SAFAR ALZAHRANI
Safarz2002@hotmail.com

_ mily Dickinson is one of
the great American poets
who have contributed a
lot to the nineteenth cen-
' "tury poetry in particular,
and to the American poetry in general.
Her poetry reflects her haunting
sense of utter loneliness. The speakers
of her poems generally live in a state of
want; but her poems are also marked

by the intimate recollection of inspira-
tional moments which are decidedly
life-giving and' suggest the possibility
of future happiness. Her work was
heavily influenced by the metaphysical
poets of the seventeenth-century
England, as well as by her puritan
upbringing and the Book of
Revelation. She admired the poetry of
Robert and Elizabeth Barrett browning
and John Keats. Though she was dis-
suaded from reading the verse of her
contemporary Walt Whitman by rumor
of its disgracefulness, the two poets are
now connected by the distinguished
place they hold as the founders of a
uniquely American poetic voice.
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SARS deaths in Hong
Kong worry health experts

By MICHAEL BATTYE

BEIING (Reuters) - Twelve people
died in Hong Kong on Saturday from the
SARS virus, a record for a single day,
and the World Health Organization said it
feared patients in the former British terri-
tory may be harder-hit by the microbe
than elsewhere.

Singapore said Severe Acute
Respiratory . Syndrome threatened to
become its biggest crisis since independ-
ence, while China, where the virus is
believed to have originated last year,
intensified its newly declared open war
on the disease and threatened to punish
officials covering up cases.

Neighboring Vietnam said it was con-
sidering closing its long border with
China to keep the virus out.

In Canada, the only country outside
Asia where people have died from the
outbreak, health authorities reported one
more death, bringing to 14 the number of
people who have died from the virus.

In Hong Kong, the latest deaths took
the toll to a world-leading 81 just a day
after the territory’s leader, Tung Chee-
hwa, said the outbreak would “stabilize
gradually.”

It has now had 1,358 cases of SARS,
almost as many as on the Chinese main-
land where the deadly virus first
appeared in the southem province of
Guangdong.

The disease, which is fatal in about
four percent of cases and has no known
cure, has killed more than 200 people and
infected nearly 3,500 around the world.

The WHO, which has teams in China
investigating the outbreak, said key ques-
tions they are probing include the most
likely course of the illness as it is passed
on to others, and which body fluids trans-
mit the virus.

SARS is passed in droplets, by cough-
ing and sneezing, but the WHO is not rul-
ing out the possibility that it may also be
transmitted when people touch objects
such as elevator buttons, or that it could
be passed on in fecal matter.

Pandemic Unlikely

But the WHO said the threat of a glob-
-al pandemic was dwindling.”
[2"*The vasurhajority of tobniries report-

A Chinese medical worker answers a phone call about the Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) at a special SARS unit in the Disease Control
and Prevention Center in Beijing April 17. China, accused by the World Health
Organization of dramatically under-reporting SARS cases Beijing, dug in its
heels on Thursday, refusing to revise its toll and insisting it is dealing

responsibly with the outbreak.

ing probable SARS cases are dealing
with a small number of imported cases,”
the WHO said in an update on its Web
site at http://www.who.int.

“Experience has shown that when
these cases are promptly detected, isolat-
ed. and managed according to strict pro-
cedures of infection control, further
spread to hospital staff and family mem-
bers either does not occur at all or results
in a very small number of secondary
infections,” it said.

But the WHO said it was concerned
about the outbreaks in Hong Kong and
Canada.

“In Hong Kong, a large and sudden
cluster of almost simultaneous cases
(321) seen in residents of the Amoy
Gardens housing estate has raised the
possibility of transmission from an envi-
ronmental source,” it said.

“The disease appears to be more
severe both in Amoy residents and in
related cases among hospital staff.
Around 20 percent of Amoy-related
cases require intensive care, compared
with 10 percent seen in non-Amoy cases.
Some deaths are now occurring in
younger, previously healthy persons as
well as in the elderly and persons with
underlying disease.”

It could be that these. patients have
éxcépitnly high levelsiofivirus in their

Iy g y adt _

Reuters

bodies, the health body said, or the virus
may have mutated. “Viruses in the
Coronavirus family are known to mutate
frequently,” it said.

New canadian outbreak worrying

In Canada, the WHO worried about an
outbreak among 31 people including
members of a religious group, their rela-
tives and health care workers who treated
them.

“The outbreak is particularly disturb-
ing because of its potential 1o move into
the wider community,” it said.

On Saturday, a Toronto hospital closed
its trauma unit on fears that health work-
ers might have been infected.

But a second hospital on the outskirts
of Canada’s largest city reopened its
emergency unit and said its efforts to
contain the outbreak had apparently been
successful. A group of British boarding
schools quarantined dozens of children
arriving back from Asia for the new term,
whisking them into isolation.

And a warning came from the
Netherlands that SARS is not the only
new disease waiting to launch itself into
the population. A veterinarian died of
pneumonia after catching the poultry dis-
ease bird flu, raising fears that a mutated
version of the virus could cause an epl-
ddrmc inpeople. ~
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ocated in Duba’a, 25
kilometers south of Taiz
on the Turba-Taiz route,
Shagarat Al-Ghareeb has
- 4 always been a mystery
and a source of i imagination and inspi-
ration for many. The 2000-year old tree
has and continues to gain the attention
and admiration of all who see it. With
its gigantic dimensions and different
types and sizes of leaves, it is unique
and stands alone in isolation, which
made it look like a stranger tree plant-
ed in the wrong place. This is why it
was called “Shagarat Al-Ghareeb” -
the Stranger’s Tree.

Many families stop at the tree’s site
to spend a peaceful rest underneath its
shadow while traveling. Other families
arrange picnics beneath this huge tree
to enjoy the shade and the serenity it
generously offers.

In recent years, the tree has been
attracting large numbers of tourists,
who visit the tree and take pictures and
video footage. Many of them express
their fascination with this unique tree.
This should be a driving force of
encouragement for the concerned
authorities to give the tree due impor-
tance so as to maintain this beautiful
and rare landmark.

According to a study carried out by
Mr. Nabil Obadi of the governmental
Environment Protection Society (EPS)
in Taiz, the tree’s scientific name is
“Adonsonia Aligitata” and is member

Shggarat Al-Ghareeb (The Stranger’s Tree):

Not just any tree |,

of the “Bumba” family of trees of
Africa. This species of trees ages back
to 2,000 years ago. In Yemen, the tree
is found commonly only in two places,
Dauba’a and in Sharifa Village in Al-
Dhale district.

Speaking of dimensions, the tree is
about 15 meters high with a 3-meter
diameter and a circumference of more
than 15 meters. The leaves are large in
size and the tree produces big white or
yellowish flowers hanging from the
branches and has strong fragrance. The
trunk has an elephant-limp shape and is
very sturdy.

According to a medical study, the
tree’s leaves could be used to cure
cough, kidney pain, ulcers and insect
bites. Its fruits are used for malaria
treatment, smallpox, and chickenpox.
The seeds are used to strengthen and
activate the heart muscle, and could
prevent tooth decay. Roots of the tree
are used to cure various skin diseases.

The scientific, tourist, medical and
cultural significance of the tree empha-
size the need to protect and take good
care of aging Shagarat Al-Ghareeb,
especially as the tree is threatened by a
number of dangers including mishan-
dling by children who use various
sharp tools to cut its branches and
abuse it, and also the cultivation of the
areas just around the tree for agricul-
tural purposes, which could deplete
water beneath the tree.

It is suggested in a study by the EPS
that a metallic fence is to be construct-
ed two meters away from the tree sur-
rounding its trunk to prevent others
from mishandling it. Another sugges-
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tion is to prevent farmers from growing
greedy plants or weeds near the plant
50 as not to deprive it from water.

The society recommended that infor-
mation signs be posted on the fence to
provide historical and scientific back-
ground on the tree. Moreover, the area
around the tree could be invested to
encompass a café and stalls for recre-
ation and relaxation, especially for for-
eign tourists. The society has already
pledged that it plans to construct a 25
meters long fence around the tree and
produce an instructive pamphlet about
it and its importance.
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Announcing Term 68:
May 10 - June 11, 2003

/Regjgtration: May 3 -May}

Placement Exams:
Mondays/ Thursdays

Class Available at 9 Levels
(Mornings, Afternoons & Evenings)

- Self-Access Multi-Media Lab
(Video/Software/ Reading & Listening)

- Extra Computer lab for all
Students

- Plus Many Elective/Special

\Courses /

For information, contact YALI at:
448039 or 445482/3 ® Fax: 448037
E-mail: info@yali.org.ye
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Prices of Yemen Times in Gulf Countries - KSA: 2 rials, UAE: 2 dirhams, Oman: 500 baisas, Qatar: 2 rials, Bahrain: 200 fils




