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New Government to be formed next week, Bajamal a strong Candidate

GPC maintains domination
Mohammed al-Qadhi
Yemen Times Staff

Sana’a, May 3—The new par­
liament is expected to convene 
its first meeting on May 10th, 
according to a decree issued by

President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
after accepting the resignation of 
the government last Thursday.

Mr. Abdulqader Bajamal ten­
dered resignation of his govern­
ment Thursday after announce­
ment of the results of the parlia­
mentary election. After the new 
parliament which will be run 
again by Sheikh Abdullah al- 
Ahmar, president Saleh will ask 
one of his guys to set up a new 
government. It is expected that 
the new government will be 
headed by Bajamal as president 
Saleh has shown satisfaction 
with his performance during the 
last two years. He has been also 
able to establish good contacts 

with the World Bank and the 
donors.

The ruling party GPC has been 
able to achieve great victory in 
these third parliamentary elec­
tions since Yemeni unification in 
May 1990. According to the 
results announced at the end of 
the week by the Supreme 
Elections Committee(SEC) in 
295 constituencies, the GPC has 
captured 227 seats, the Islah got 
44, Socialist 7, Nasserite 
Unionist Party 3, Ba'ath 2, and 
Independents 12. Only one 
woman has been able to reach the 
parliament this time which is , of 
course, a real setback for women 
in Yemen who have been voters 

rather than candidates. The 
results of the rest 6 constituen­
cies have been stuck and not 
announced due to the problems 
between candidates from differ­
ent parties. The participation rate 
increased to over %76, a figure 
indicating a rise in the awareness 
of the people of election process.

The opposition parties have 
complained that the ruling party 
candidates have exercised a sort 
of piracy against their candidates 
and wanted to snatch some seats 
from them by force. The screen­
ing process stopped in some vot­
ing centers because of clashes 
and confrontations between sup­
porters of candidates from the 

two sides. The violent acts led to 
more than 10 deaths and over 25 
injuries in different places in 
Yemen. Some ballot boxes were 
robbed while others were burnt. 
Therefore, it is expected that 
election will be run again in 
some of these centers. The oppo­
sition accused the ruling party of 
forging election in some voting 
centers and threatened to with­
draw from the next parliament 
and not to recognize results of 
the election, giving their seats to 
the ruling party whose candi­
dates wanted to change the 
results of the opposition candi­
dates in their favor.

Continued on page 3

Less panic in Aden on SARS infections after recent official denial

SARS: talk of town

Image from a slide showing lung tissue infected due to 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). REUTERS

Adeni citizens who feared to be infected with SARS used veils as a 
precautionary measure instead of masks. Yemen Times photo

ADEN (May 4)- Panic in the city of Aden 
has slowly but not completely faded away 
as citizens heard the news from the Ministry 
of Health that the recent reports on Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) cases 
being discovered in Aden were baseless. 
The panic was reduced after official decla­
rations said that Yemen is so far SARS free. 
Locals in Aden told the Yemen Times that 
there was news circulating in the city that 
more than 10 SARS cases were reported.

Only one person was reportedly to have 
died last Wednesday in the Jumhuriya 
Hospital in Aden because of symptoms that 
are similar but not necessary connected to 
SARS. When contacted, Dr. Abdulkarim 
Shaiban of the Ministry of Public Health 

strongly rejected claims that the patient 
died of SARS. “This patient had already 
been suffering from complications in his 
chest, and has undergone medication in a 
number of countries before even SARS 
emerged in China. He was also never 
reported to have been to any of the contam­
inated countries.” he said.

Medical sources in Aden said that fear 
among citizens has risen and at least 3 cases 
of the SARS infections have been reported 
to the Jumhuria Hospital in Aden.

Trying to confirm those reports, Yemen 
Times contacted Dr. Assadi, the manag­
er of the hospital. “We deny those reports. It 
is quite a shock to see how false rumors 
have spread so quickly.” he said.

“The case which has been reported as a 
SARS case has been medically checked and 
we realized that the patient had already 
been suffering from a chronic disease.”

Medical experts at the hospital said that 
the three cases received by the hospital in 
Aden had similar symptoms of SARS but 
could not confirm that they were indeed 
SARS infections.

“Just after news that SARS hit Aden, 
doctors as well as nurses in the Jumhuri 
hospital have refused to receive such cases 
and never got closer to patients. Even 
patients rebelled and tried to leave the hos­
pital,” one of the other patients at the hospi­
tal said.

Continued on page 3
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Female accused of joining the group 

Journalists denied access 
to fanatics’ trial hearings

Yemen Times Staff

Yemeni authorities refused 
Wednesday to allow journalists attend 
the fourth hearing in the trial of the 
assassin of Jarallah Omar, imposing 
intensive security measures around the 
court premises while the murderer of 
the US doctors refuted the constitu­
tionality and legitimacy of the Yemeni 
Criminal Law and Constitution.

Sources at the court said the deci­
sion of not permitting non-government 
journalists to be in was taken by the 
General Prosecutor and Minister of 
Interior. On his part, the assassin Ali 
Jarallah refused to answer the question 
by Judge Abdularahman Jahaf unless 
the media were present. He also 
demanded that his case should be sep­
arated from that of the other 11 sus­
pects charged with working with him 
to carry out a series of terrorist acts 
against some secular-minded politi­
cians, journalists and intellectuals as

well as missionaries. However, the 11 
suspects refused the charges and that 
they should be released on bail. But the 
prosecutor refused their demand. 
Yemeni official media reported that the 
suspects confessed while being interro­
gated that Ali Jarallah provided them 
with money and weapons and that they 
agreed with him to go to Palestine or 
Chechnya. One of the suspects called 
Mamoun Mujahid Ghalib said that he 
met Ali Jarallah several times and that 
he used to tell him about traveling to 
Palestine and that the Makarimah sect 
has been painted as infidel according to 
a fatwa or religious edict issued by 
Abdulmajeed al-Zindani and Omar 
Ahmad Saif. Other suspects confessed 
they received some cases from Ali 
Jarallalh and distributed them to some 
other people along with the niece of the 
assassin. The prosecution accused 
Amal al-Dhawi, Ali Jarallah’s niece, of 
working with this terrorist gang as she 
participated with the group in distribut­

ing messages from her uncle calling 
them for Jihad and that she also look 
part in distributing the cases which 
their content is not known.

The family of Jarallah Omar refused 
to attend the trial sessions as it believed 
investigation into the assassination 
which took place last December had 
not been completed.

In IBB, the murderer of the US doc­
tors last December admitted his com­
mitting of the crime and the devices he 
used in it, but he refuted last 
Wednesday the legitimacy of the 
Yemeni criminal law which he said 
was not Islamic. Abed Alkamil also 
demanded that a committee should be 
set up to study the researches made by 
Ali Jarallah with whom he planned the 
terrorist operations. His advocate 
demanded that he should be given a 
copy of the case file and meet his 
client.

Opposition parties in Taiz 
demand re-balloting

The Joint Meeting Parties ( JMP) 
in Taiz have Saturday demanded a re­
balloting at the 37 constituency under 
supervision and monitoring of local 
and international organisations.

A statement issued by those parties 
said that election rigging had 
occurred at that constituency in 
favour of the ruling party.

According to the statement, the 
GPC Committee members voted by 
using all electoral cards in two cen­

ters while on the other hand, a polling 
box wasn’t totally used for balloting.

Despite of all that, the GPC candi­
date was proclaimed as a winner in 
that constituency by the Supreme 
Commission for Election and 
Referendum.

The statement demanded further 
the completion of voting in other 
constituencies such as, 36, 53, 48 
where according to the statement, the 
candidates have been proclaimed

winner by power of weapons.
Another statement was issued by 

the Yemeni Socialist Party criticizing 
the use of force and influence by the 
ruling party to change the election 
results as it happened in the 68 con­
stituency in Taiz where Sultan 
Assama’ee has won the majority and 
the 86 constituency in ibb where 
Yahya Mansour Abu Usba and the 
results have been suspended.

Yemen asks 
Pakistan for suspect
Yemen on Saturday has asked offi­

cially Pakistan Pakistani government 
to hand over a Yemeni citizen Walid 
Mohammed Bin Attash suspected of 
being involved in the 2000 attack on 
the USS destroyer Cole. The man was 
arrested by Pakistani security in 
Karachi on Tuesday, along with five 
other suspects members of al-Qaeda 
organization.

The Pakistani security considered 
him as one of the wanted elements for 
investigation in the USS Cole destroy­
er incident in October 2002.

The Yemeni request comes after the 
last month escape of 10 prisoners from

a political security prison in Aden. The 
breakaway prisoners were facing capi­
tal punishment, suspected of imple­
menting the explosion of the USS 
Cole.

On other hand, a Yemeni interior 
ministry delegation went to United 
States to discuss the Yemeni-US coop­
eration in protecting the coasts and 
supplying Yemen with 8 patrol boats to 
guard Yemeni coasts that US govern­
ment decided to grant to Yemen.

That comes in the frame of Yemeni- 
US cooperation to fight terrorism and 
stop any terrorist elements that may 
infiltrate into Yemen. Bin Attash

Towards better water resources management in Yemen:

UNDP signs a US $ 3.15 million 
program with Yemen

A program of support for “ National 
Integrated Water Resources 
Management” was signed last week 
between UNDP, the National Water 
Resources Authority (NWRA) and the 
Ministry of Panning and Development 
at the Ministry of Panning Office in 
Sana’a. UNDP and the Government of 
Yemen will contribute $ 2.5 million 
and 0.65 million respectively with par­
allel financing of $ 3.08 million by the 
Ground Water and Soil Conservation 
Project, the World Bank and $ 1.2 mil­
lion by the KFW for Saadah Project.

The overall goal of the program is to 
provide a comprehensive response to 
water management issues in Yemen 
with the objective to alleviate poverty 
and secure basis for sustainable devel­
opment. The program involves NWRA 
and other water sector institutions 
working together in a systematic man­
ner towards improved water resources 
management and governance at the

national, basin and local levels.
National execution modality will be 

followed for program management & 
implementation. The program includes 
nine components: (1) Capacity 
Building and Institutional 
Strengthening, (2) Strategic Planning, 
(3) Basin Level Water Resources 
Planning, (4) Water Governance and 
Basin Co-Management, (5) Integrated 
Wastewater Management, (6) 
Occasional Studies Program, (7) 
Improving Agricultural Productivity, 
(8) Support to Urban Water Sector 
Reform, and (9) Rural Water Supply 
and Sanitation. The program will capi­
talize on the capacities created during 
the previous phase and will further 
strengthen these. An important feature 
of the program will be to support the 
establishment of decentralized water 
management structure in the form of 
Basin Committees, and work with 
these structures to enforce the regulato­

ry measures provides in the water law. 
The program assigns equal weight to 
both the preparation of basin manage­
ment plans and their implementation. 
Institutional strengthening of NWRA 
and rebuilding its image, as lead water 
sector institution is another main thrust 
of the program.

The program document was signed 
by: H.E. Vice Minister of Planning & 
Development Mr. Abdulrahman 
Tarmoom on behalf of the Government 
of Yemen; H.E. Eng. Gamal 
Mohammed Abdo, Chairman of the 
National Water Resources Authority on 
behalf of NWRA; and Mr. James 
Rawley on behalf of UNDP. The proj­
ect is expected to start in May 2003 
and last for five years.

Officials from the technical staff of 
the Ministry of Planning and 
Development, NWRA, and UNDP 
office in Sana’a attended the signing 
ceremony.

In the eastern governorates, Marib, al-Jawf and Shabwa.....

Islah tribal 
candidates retreat
By Hassan al-Zaidi
Yemen Times Staff

Results of vote counting in the 27 
April parliamentary elections have 
disclosed a relative retreat in number 
of votes the Islah Islamist opposition 
party has scored in the tribal regions 
of Marib, Jawf and Shabwa in com­
parison with previous parliamentary 
elections. Meanwhile the party’s reli­
gious ideological wing registered a 
progress in the elections. Islah’s 
retreat in the tribal regions was faced 
with the General People’s Congress 
ruling party where the votes it has 
scored brought it very close to the 
Islah’s position and thus posing a 
threat to the Islah there.

On the other hand the Islah party is 
strengthening its power in some other 
urban areas such as the capital amanat 
where its ideological candidates have 
gained a remarkable progress.

Perhaps the GPC fears the Islah’s 
advances in those areas considering 
them as a mountainous region which 
according to some analysts represent a 
military wing.

Election sources said that the Islah 
candidates in Marib and al-Jawf have 
backed down, for instance in the 277 
constituency in Marib, the Islah candi­
date, Khaled al-Aradi, against the 
GPC competition. Similarly, the Islah 
at the 278 constituency has advanced 
against its competitor the GPC. This 
has occurred when the Islah candidate

has advanced the GPC by 361 votes.
In al-Jawf area the Islah candidate 

has lost the majority in the 275 con­
stituency and that the 276 constituen­
cy has been still suspended despite 
Ameen al-Okaimi’s advance against 
the GPC candidate.

While other governorates as that of 
Shabwa, the GPC has won the major­
ity of votes against the Islah and the 
Socialist Party candidates.

The Islamic movement in those 
three eastern governorates, Marib, al- 
Jawf and Shabwa has been still con­
centrated.

The Islah party used to have the 
lion’s share there during the 1997 
elections whether in number of voters 
or candidates.

Yemen Airways to inaugurate 
flights to Baghdad

Yemen Airways has begun all exec­
utive steps to inaugurate regular flights 
to Baghdad, marketing director at the 
Yemenia Nabil Hassan al-Fakieh said 
on Wednesday.

Mr. al-Fakieh added that by operat­
ing direct flights to Baghdad, the 
Yemenia aimed at connecting both 
countries and peoples’ particularly

under the recent change ; that occurred 
in Iraq, clarifying there would be 2 
flights a week schedule. The Yemenia 
has begun taking measures for appoint­
ing a head for its office in Baghdad and 
flight schedules to be implemented as 
soon as Baghdad airport is open to pas­
senger flights.

A number of agreements to be signed....

Iranian President
in Sana’a soon

Iranian president Mohammed 
Khatami is to begin a state visit to 
Yemen in the mid of next month, lead­
ing a high-ranking delegation.

Yemen Times has learnt that during 
the two-day visit Mr Khatami would 
discuss a number of international and 
regional issues and current develop­
ments with his Yemeni counterpart 
president Ali Abdulla Saleh and other 
senior officials.

Informed sources mentioned that 
some agreements would be signed cov­
ering a number of fields among them 
investment cooperation as well as cul­
tural and tourist ones.

Moreover, an agreement on security 
between Yemen and Iran would be 
signed too on the 12th of this month 
during a visit to Yemen by a delegation 
from Iranian interior ministry. President Mohammed Khatami

Readers’ Voice
Yemen Times is reintroducing 

a popular feature ‘Readers’ 
Voice” - formerly known as YT 
Opinion Poll.

This is your opportunity to 
have a say on world and local 
affairs.

This week’s question:

Should Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hussein Al Ahamer be 
the Speaker of parliament 
again?

No, we need a new face. 
Yes. it will improve the 
situation with Islah.
Yes. his experience 
makes him the first 
option.
No, he is not fit for that 
position.
It does not make any 
difference.

LAST week’s question:
Will any involvement of the 
Islah party in a new Yemeni 
government benefit the 
country?
• Yes, it will lead to better 

performance by the 
government. 50.8%

• No, it will lead to worse 
performance by the 
government. 34%

• No, it will have no difference.
7.7%

• I do not know. 7.2%

Go to our website at: 
yementimes.eom/#poll 

and have your 
voice heard!

UN support helps double women’s voter 
registration for elections in Yemen

UN Information Centre, 29 April 
2003 - Registration by women voters 
for elections over the weekend in 
Yemen saw a 100 per cent increase 
from previous polls, according to the 
United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP).

On Sunday, Yemen held its third par­
liamentary elections - with help from 
UNDP and the Netherlands, which co­
chaired a project to provide technical

assistance - since unification in 1990. 
The balloting took place despite specu­
lation that it might be postponed due to 
the uncertain security climate stem­
ming, in part, from the war in Iraq.

According to the UN Electoral 
Assistance Division, which is currently 
helping close to 50 electoral processes 
worldwide, the polls attracted interest 
from electoral authorities in the region, 
including the Palestinian Central

Election Commission.
UNDP has a program that helps 

ensure the credibility of the electoral 
process in many countries across the 
world by co-coordinating international 
observers and facilitating negotiations 
between political parties and civil soci­
ety, as well as advancing electoral 
reforms and supporting development of 
database systems that manage voter 
registration.

Registration by women voters for elections over April 29, in Yemen saw a 100 per cent increase from previous polls.
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Great victory for GPC
The SEC. however, could agree 

with the opposition parties to sort out 
(he problems of the constituencies 
where the results were suspended. 
Some sources in the opposition 
accused the Socialists of their failure in 
the election and their plan to denounce 
and refuse its results when it reached 
an agreement with the ruling party to 
release two of its suspended seats.

Despite the victory the ruling party 
gained all over Yemen. Islah has been 
able to defeat it down to the ground in 
the capital Sana’a, winning more than 
half of its constituencies, defeating 
some of its prominent leaders like 
Hussien al-Maswari and Abdulwahab 
al-Rawhani. Some observers said the 
GPC failed to nominate good candi­
dates for such constituencies and that is 
why it was defeated. Others say that 
monitoring teams of the US National 
Democratic Institute(NDI) and other 
organizations focused on the main 
cities and did not go to the countryside 
where a lot of violations have been 
reported. While others believe that the 
military that was expected to decide 
the results in favor of the GPC nomi­
nees in some constituencies in Sana’a 
like that of 11, voted for the candidate 
of Islah as they do not receive die same 
care and attention like that given to die 
Republican Guard.

The NDI reported a number of vio­

lations like political intimidation, 
underage voting, inappropriate behav­
ior by security forces, vole buying and 
obstruction by GPC the counting com­
missioners. In its preliminary state­
ment, the NDI held the GPC account­
able for many of these apparent flaws. 
However, the NDI described the elec­
tion as "another significant step for­
ward on Yemen’s path toward democ­
racy.” One of the positive aspects is the 
enthusiasm and determination shown 
by Yemeni people to exercise their 
right to vole and freely choose their 
representatives. The US congratulated 
die Yemeni people and government for 
this election and a statement issued by 
US Secretary of State, Colin Powell on 
April 30 said die election was “ based 
on principles of universal suffrage and 
direct ballots. “Initial reports indicate 
that the election was mostly free and 
fair.”

Of course, the parliament has lost 
some good guys I like Mohammed 
Allaw, Yahya Abu Usba’a, Sa’ad Eddin 
Bin Talib and others who have been 
very vocal, but this one has won good 
ones who are expected to voice their 
people. But the most important ques­
tion is that: Will the parliament act in 
the same weak way as the previous 
ones and be unable to take momentous 
decisions and hold ministries account­
able?

SARS: talk of town
“Even the gate guards ran away after 

the news!”
There were also reports that some 

families in Aden prevented their chil­
dren from playing outside or even 
attend school classes fearing possible 
infection from direct contact with other 
SARS victims.

It is believed that the authorities in 
Aden have quarantined those patients 
thought to be infected with SARS have 
been quarantined as precautionary med­
ical measures, but according to sources 
at the Ministry of Health, this should 
not be perceived as confirmation that 
those are indeed SARS patients.

On the other hand, the Minister of 
Public Health and Population. Dr. 
Abdunnaser al-Munaibari, had earlier 
declared that SARS has not been 
detected yet in Yemen, but did say that 
every precautionary measure is being 
taken at airports and borders to ensure 
that no entrance of infected SARS 
patients is allowed.

“When the World Health 
Organization declared last March the 
outbreak of the SARS in China and 
Eastern Asian countries, efforts in 
Yemen have already started to prevent 
the spread of the disease in Yemen. Just 
as efforts have been made worldwide to 
limit SARS outbreak, we in Yemen are 
taking the all measures along this direc­
tion” the he said.

Dr. al-Munaibari stressed that the 
disease has been spreading very quick­
ly and from a country to another. But 
he did mention that one of the effective 
strategies to fight the spread of the dis­
ease is to quarantine SARS victims in 
affected areas and wherever found.

In this context, a specialized techni­
cal team has been formed to encounter 
and fight this disease through coordina­
tion with concerned bodies including 
the civil aviation and meteorology, 

Yemen airways, Sana’a International 
Airport, the Interior and Foreign 
Ministries and die Marine and Land 
Transportation Corporation plus by 
providing financial allocations neces­
sary to carry out the activities of this 
team.

Nations are struggling to contain 
SARS, which has killed hundreds and 
infected thousands mostly in China and 
Hong Kong.

The outbreak started in southern 
China but has spread to about 30 coun­
tries. China, which has most infections 
in the world, is fighting to contain an 
explosion of cases in its capital, Beijing 
and in Hong Kong.

Deaths have been reported in China, 
Hong Kong, Canada. Singapore. 
Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and Taiwan, although 
Vietnam has said that its outbreak has 
been “successfully contained”.

SARS, an atypical pneumonia of 
unknown etiology was discovered at 
the end of February 2003.

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) is working closely with health 
authorities in the affected countries to 
provide epidemiological, clinical and 
logistical support as required.

A hot line has already been set to 
receive any reports on SARS cases 
-symptoms include both high fever 
(over 38° Celsius) and respiratory- 
problems, including dry cough, short­
ness of breath or breathing difficulties. 
A chest X-ray would indicate pneumo­
nia. People with SARS may also experi­
ence other symptoms, including 
headache, muscular stiffness, loss of 
appetite, malaise, confusion, rash and 
diarrhea. In case you believe that a 
SARS case exists anywhere near you, 
please contact the Health Ministry 
around the clock on telephone number 
(01)252193.

In its preliminary statement on elections

MOST praises elections

The organization of MOST in its 
efforts to effectuate observer mission 
and lending technical support to 
International Observers and Media has 
carried out observation missions in 50 
constituencies throughout the country. 
As the electoral process came to an end, 
with the culmination of the vote count­
ing in the Eleventh Constituency.

A press release issued Tuesday 
MOST gave its preliminary observa­
tions on the whole electoral process, 
mentioning:

1-The Excellent preparation meas­
ures taken by the SCER was reflected in 
the organization of the polling centers, 
the accuracy of the Voter Registry, and 
the clarity of the voting cards which 
included name, electoral symbol, and 
picture of the candidate, facilitating the 
participation of illiterate voters.

2-The turning out of voters on 
Election Day was impressive and 
exceeded 70% of the Voter Registry. 
The women turning out especially were 
remarkable.

3- MOST registered various personal 
clashes which not echoing planed party 
orientation, generally such incidents 
never reached 20 cases throughout the 
country, resulting in one single death in 
constituency # 37.

4-A remarkable cooperation was 
registered between the Security 
Committees. Basic and Sub-Electoral 
Commissions, and International and 
most Observers. Such cooperation 
facilitated most duty to observe the

Electoral Process from the taking of to 
its culmination.

5-Transparency and peacefulness 
reigned throughout the Electoral 
Process. Local and International 
Observers, and Media attested this.

6- Preliminary results of the voting 
assured representation to major Active 
Political Parties in Yemen’s Political 
Arena, with distinguishing representa­
tion for the General People’s Congress, 
which came in first place with 220 
seats, followed by Islah Congregation 
Party, with 45 seats, the Yemeni 
Socialist Party came in third place with 
8 seats, the Nasserite Unionist came in 
forth with 4 seats, followed by the 
Baath Arab Socialist with two seats. 
Meanwhile Independents won several 
seats.

7- International Observers presented 
a note regarding cases of underage reg­
istry.

8-The general assessment by the 
observers of the opening of polling cen­
ters, voting, closing of the polling cen­
ters. and counting was good and that the 
elections proceeded smoothly.

Most seized this opportunity to con­
gratulate the Yemeni People for this 
great achievement, which represents 
another significant forward in the path 
of strengthening the practice of democ­
racy and multi-party system in Yemen.

Sana’a. April 29, 2003.

From 
celebration 
to tragedy 
Two persons died and one injured 

last Tuesday when GPC candidate sup­
porter in 288 consistency in Amran 
had shot fires in the air with light and 
heavy weapons so that a number of 
bullets fell on the citizens’ heads.

The GPC candidate took upon him­
self to pay the blood money of the two 
dead and taking care of the injured or 
whatever might be asked by blood 
family.

It is worthy mentioning that celebra­
tions and shooting of fire in the air 
were held in most of the Yemen areas 
as candidates won, causing panic and 
resentment among the citizens.

Fourth Inter-College Literary Competitions, 2003
The Fourth Inter-college Literary competitions in English Short story, 
Poem, and Essay will be organized under the auspices of Yemen Times for 
the Year 2003. Competitions will be held in two categories, viz.Senior (level 
3 and 4) and Junior (level 1 and 2). A bonafide student of any college in the 
Republic of Yemen is eligible to participate in the competition. Participants 
are free to choose any theme for English Short stories and Poems.
Topics for the Essay contest:
Senior group (level 3 and 4): "Peace Hath Her Victories No less

Renowned Than War” 
(2000 words)

Junior group (level 1 and 2): “The Value of Time”
(1500 words)

A participant can participate in any or all events. Entries should be original and 
typed or neatly written on one side of the paper. These are to be certified to be 
original by the Head of English department of the respective college and sent to 
Dr Ramakanta Sahu, P. o. Box 14533, Sana'a, Republic of Yemen.
Last date for submission of entries is 30 May, 2003.

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Coordinator

Tender Extension No. (1), 2003
For importing, checking, handing over and guaranteeing digital TV video sets

The Public Radio & Television Corporation calls upon specialized manufacturing 
companies interested in this tender to extend the bid period according to the order 
of some companies for a 10-day period.
All specialized manufacturing companies interested in this tender should proceed 
to the corporation’s headquarter in Sana’a- near the Ministry of Health to receive 
a copy of the tender’s documents after paying an amount of USD 300 
nonrefundable.
- Envelops of bids are scheduled to open at the corporation’s headquarters at 
11:00 clock on May 11, 2003.
Bids received after 11:00 clock, May 11, 2003, will not be considered.
- An extra one hundred US dollar should be paid by mail along with 
administrative costs.
- Tender documents include invitation for the tender, general conditions and 
instructions to the bidders, amount of work, contract conditions, technical 
specifications, and documents that need to be attached with the bid.

Address
Republic Of Yemen
Sana’a, Al-Hasaba, beside the Ministry of Public Health & Population,
PO. Box: 2182
Tel: 00967 1 230654
Fax: 00967 1 230761
Email: ycrtv@y.net.ye

mailto:ycrtv@y.net.ye
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Radical European politician stands up in defence of Yemeni women 

“Mr. President, give Yemeni 
women a chance!”

By Walid Al-Saqqaf 
Yemen Times Staff

Y
emen Times had the 
privilege of interview­
ing many well- 
respected prominent 
European personali­

ties throughout the last 12 years. 
But none of them was so much ded­
icated to defending rights of Yemeni 
women in the way Emma Bonino 
did.
Being one of Europe’s most active 
and controversial figures, Emma 
Bonino admits that she speaks her 
mind very openly even in the most 
unlikely situations. During her last 
visit to Yemen as a guest monitor of 
the parliamentary elections held on 
April 27, Emma openly gave a sober 
note of criticism to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, in one of the most 
interesting incidents of its kind.

“Your preparations for elections 
were fine, lists of candidates, voters, 
and other preliminary issues were 
excellent, but I have a sober note 
that I want to mention.” she pro­
voked President Saleh during a 
brief reception held by the 
President to foreign monitors and 
journalists a day before the elec­
tions. “I felt that the number of 
women nominated in Yemen for the 
parliamentary elections is extreme­
ly low... Mr. President, I am disap­
pointed to see that the participation 
of women as candidates in Yemen’s 
parliamentary elections has been 
reduced since 1993... Women are 
your mothers, wives, daughters, 
and you should not exclude half of 
the nation from participating as 
candidates in such an important 
elections.” she slammed the 
shocked president in front of all 
guests.

Hoping to receive a “Yes” from 
Emma, President Saleh appealed, 
“Do I have the right to respond?” in 
a sequence of events that the least 
could be said about it is “rare” in 
such a gathering with a president of 
state!
I along with many others admired 
the way she openly and strongly 
presented such a case in the most 
unlikely circumstances. When 
asked why she gave such a strong 
comment in the meeting she said, 
“Well, I didn’t plan to give a state­
ment from the start, but when they 
offered me the chance to do so, I 
spoke my mind openly and clearly. 
That is the way I am, and they 
should have known about this.”
I insisted to interview her to know 
more about her ideas for Yemen and 
the world. “This is a radical 
woman” one of the guests told me. 
Yes indeed!

Not convinced with President’s answer 
on women’s candidacy
I asked Emma about whether she was 
convinced with the President’s answer 
to her inquiry about the low level of 
participation of women as candidates 
in Yemen’s latest elections -only 11 
female candidates and one won a seat 
in the parliament-, Emma responded, 
“I was not totally convinced with 
President Saleh's answer in which he 
said that participation of women needs 
time. I believe that the answer is simi­
lar to that given by many other decision 
makers around the world.
I was quite disappointed, as I men­
tioned in the meeting, of the absence of 
women’s participation in the elections 
as candidates and not only voters. I was 
not convinced with the answer because 
first of all, women's presence is declin­
ing, and that contradicts with the presi­
dent reference to the society’s need for 
time? The point is that the presence of 
women is declining and this means the 
society was more open in 93 than in 97, 
and is more open in 1997 than now? 
The second point is that women are 
part of the society, so societies are not 
something that theoretically men only 
belongs to. Women that I have been 
meeting in Yemen recently were as 
competent and self-confident as men, 
just like anywhere else in the world. 
They were lawyers, doctors, gynecolo­
gists, etc. that are quite successful in 
their businesses and lives. They are 
also part of the society so what kind of 
society was the president referring to? 
In my experience worldwide, I have 
come to conclude that it is not so much 
the society but it is the obstacles and 
the procedures in the political parties 
that hinder women’s role in reaching 
decision-making posts.”
But when I reminded Emma of what 
Dr. Abdulkareem Al-Iryani said in a 
press conference on April 28 concern­
ing the claim that social figures in con­
trol of the different districts were the 
ones that decided to exclude women 
from being candidates, Emma respond­
ed furiously, “The explanation in the 
press conference that women didn't 
participate in this because it was the 
society that decided this is not accurate 
because 48% of the women in those 
areas were registered and that shows 
that there is interest in participation. 
Doesn’t this prove that women are part 
of the society and hence cannot act 
against themselves? Can you define 
society? But then, to be candidates, the 
obstacles are inside the political par­
ties. And today I had a meeting with a 
number of senior Yemeni officials and 
hope that my message went through. I 
had a meeting with the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and talked extensively 
about this issue.
I am glad that the minister came for­
ward on his own and said: maybe we 
can make changes in the parties’ con­
stitutions of the committee selecting 
the candidates, but also to be more 
provocative as usual, there is a good 
opportunity now in the cabinet nomi­
nation to repay more attention to this 
issue. The government has now a good

opportunity to nominate women minis­
ters which is a reformation.
Your establishments should recognize 
that there is a problem and they have an 
opportunity to do something about it. 
Their good intentions can be resembled 
in the steps they will take when form­
ing the new government. To make up 
for this drawback, they can appoint 
women ministers in the cabinet, even if 
there were few or no female members 
of the parliament."

April 27 elections: Good overall
With the exception of the low partici­
pation of women as candidates. Emma 
believes that the process went well 
overall. “My assessment is that from 
the technical point of view, which 
means transparency and a lot of other 
things, I must frankly say that I am 
impressed. I don't want to exaggerate, 
but I think according to my experience 
on elections worldwide; especially in 
fragile countries -with emerging 
democracies- but also in developed 
countries, your elections went reason­
ably well.
I can give several examples that prove 
my point. I was in a poll station during 
voting day, and two people couldn't 
vote because their numbers did not fit, 
and I was impressed because some­
body called the Supreme Commission 
for Elections and Referendum and in 
twenty minutes a person showed up 
and found the solution of the problem 
and we discovered that the mistake was 
in writing the numbers of the identity 
cards of the two voters. Also during the 
counting sessions, while monitors from 
our group were in the countryside, I 
mostly stayed in Sana’a and got good 
impressions.
This is all from the technical aspects 
with no politics involved. Politics is a 
political debate among parties. But I 
think that in terms of transparency, 
organization, registration, etc. a lot of 
effort has been done.”

No development without freedom
When the initial results came out the 
first day after elections, the second 
party (Islah) was found to have unex­
pectedly defeated many competitors 
from the ruling party, the General 
People’s Congress (GPC) in Sanaa 
City. The initial results of elections 
made many Yemenis optimistic that 
there is now greater awareness of 
democracy. And democracy could 
bring change, and change could bring 
greater and rapid development and bet­
ter living conditions for Yemenis.
About this Emma said, “Various parties 
are gaining ground and having more 
weight to say this is a democracy com­
pared to other countries in the region or 
in similar circumstances (not to men­
tion KSA and GCC countries because 
they are sitting on oil). And this 
democracy would eventually lead to 
development because the two are inter­
dependent. Could you tell me of any 
dictatorship that is well off economi­
cally, of course assuming that it lacks 
natural resources?
Take the examples of Japan, South

Korea, and Italy. They don’t have 
much material resources but they have 
people, freedom and commitment and 
hence they are developed. So it is 
humans who make a difference and if 
they are free, a difference could be 
made.”

Pushing for a full-fledged EC office 
in Yemen
As for the role Emma will play to sup­
port Yemen's democratization process, 
she said, “Yemen should be appreciat­
ed for the steps it has taken and contin­
ues to take to consolidate democracy. 
However, little international coverage 
or attention was paid to Yemen’s recent 
elections. I regret that I am the only 
European here because the European 
Commission (EC) cancelled the 
European delegation for so-called 
security reasons.
Once I am back in Europe. I will write 
a report on all of the things I have wit­
nessed. This is my own sole effort, but 
it constitutes an important step in push­
ing to fulfill the promise of the head of 
the EC to open the way for a senior 
European delegation to visit Yemen.
There is currently a technical office in 
Amman covering Yemen, but I think it 
is worthwhile to have a full-fledged 
office in Yemen and this was a promise 
by the head of the EC himself. And that 
would make up for the technical 
absence, politically speaking, even if 
we were quite present financially.
The elections were supported by the 
UNDP and members of the EC, but 
what is needed is not only financial 
support, but political presence. So if 
we can manage to arrange for a senior 
European delegation to visit Yemen, it 
will be the first step that shows that we 
do really care. Just like the Italian 
embassy has been very active in 
Yemen, we will also push in that line in 
coordination with member states, and 
I’ll make sure the report about Yemen 
circulates in the European capitals.”

Democracy spreading in the Middle 
East
As for the post-Saddam era and 
Yemen's future Emma said, “Yemen is 
now competing in the post-Saddam era 
in different circumstances. But never­
theless, it is doing something about it... 
I think that the fall of Baghdad is some­
thing like the fall of the Berlin wall in 
Europe. With all the difference, but I 
think in this region which has been 
totally paralyzed in the past two or 
three years, there is a new wind of 
change. Of course everybody hoped 
that the new wind would have come 
from the inside. But what can do? It 
has now come from the outside 
through a broken window.
You in Yemen are voting in a much bet­
ter situation than in 2001, Jordan is 
having elections now for the first time. 
In KSA, 104 have filed a petition for 
democracy and women rights, and not 
only were they not put to jail -as 
feared- but they were received by King 
Faisal himself. Egypt will hopefully 
follow suit and we’ll wait and see. A 
good signal in Egypt was the release of

Saadeddin Ibrahim, which was a fan­
tastic motivation. Another signal is that 
the Egyptian Organization for Human 
Rights got the news that they are final­
ly legalized.
In fact considering the circumstances 
in the region, Yemen can be in a lead­
ing position because Yemen has chosen 
democracy since 1990. There is no 
other country in the Arab Peninsula 
which has so much electoral experi­
ence. Despite everything, it is good 
that Palestinian friends visiting Yemen 
right now are here to learn how to run 
their elections. Isn’t that something 
spectacular?”

I’ll be back
About her next visit to Yemen. Emma 
said. “I’ll absolutely be here in the 
coming elections. But before that, I 
along with my family will be coming 
to spend the Christmas vacation here. 
This is a country that I admired since I 
arrived for the first time some time 
ago. Honestly speaking. I felt an 
attachment to your country, which has 
its own unique and beautiful nature. As 
you may already know, I am now 
learning Arabic in Cairo, and will 
hopefully come more often to Yemen 
and communicate directly with the 
people. I believe that this is a time for 
change in the whole Arab world and in 
particular in the Arabian Peninsula and 
I do believe that Yemen will take its 
deserved place in the international 
community. I do hope that the next 
time I come to Yemen, it would be tak­
ing its place as a leading country in the 
area with a higher level of female par­
ticipation in politics. I also did tell the 
Yemeni foreign minister that I’ll be

back, and a promise is a promise.”

Last message: Must empower 
Yemeni women
As a final message to be conveyed to 
the Yemeni people Emma concluded 
by saying, “The message I want to 
deliver to all Yemenis is that this coun­
try has lots of problems, one of which 
is really the population explosion, 
because you have an annual 3.5% pop­
ulation growth rate and an economic 
growth of 3.5% which is unsustainable 
and cannot cover the growing demands 
of the people. But the only way in 
which you can think of solving the 
problem is not by imposing birth con­
trol by law -like in China- but the only

way is empowering women through 
education and having them not only as 
voters but also as candidates and deci­
sion makers. The structure within par­
ties is in itself an obstacle hindering 
this. Parties should include women in 
leading positions within the parties, 
committees and subcommittees. They 
should be involved in local councils 
and other decentralized authorities. 
Only then will women find a better 
opportunity to participate as candidates 
in future elections. If you select com­
mittees at the local level to be com­
posed of men only, how can you expect 
a change?
I know Yemen has a promising future, 
and I wish the best for it.”

A radical visionary with glorious 
achievements
Born in northeast Italy in 1948, 
Emma had started campaigned for 
legalisation of abortion in Italy when 
she was 24. In 1976, she was 
elected to Italian Parliament, 
member of the Radical Party. Her 
efforts made abortion legal in Italy in 
1978. The following year she 
became a member of European 
Parliament. In 1995, she became 
the European Commissioner for 
Italy - responsible for Humanitarian 
Aid and for Fisheries.
She was the first woman to stand as 
candidate for President of Italy in 
1999, when she was re-elected as 
Member of European Parliament.

A Leading Gulf Company in Trade and Decoration 
is looking for qualified candidates 

to fill the following positions:

MARKETING REPRESENTATIVE
• Minimum of Bachelors degree in Trade.

• Minimum of 3 years experience in a similar position.
• Ability to work in shops, distribute products, and analyze products.

• Age 24-28.
• Fluency in Arabic and English.

MARKETING SPECIALIST
• Minimum of Bachelors degree in Trade.

• Minimum of 3 years experience in a similar position. 
• Ability to prepare analytical marketing studies and 

help the Marketing Manager.
• Age 28-35.

• Fluency in Arabic and English.

ACCOUNTANT
• Graduate in Accounting from a recognized university.

• Proficient computer skills.
• Age 22-30.

• Fluency in English.

Please send your CV to Fax: 
Dubai: 00971 4 2825150 

Last date for submitting applications is May 12, 2003 
Package and bonus depend on credentials.

All applications will be treated with full confidentiality.
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شكر وعرفان

 سعيد لئها عبدالواسع الحاج/
النواب مجلس عضو

(162) الدائرة أبناء أخواني
 من جاهداً أعمل أن وأعاهدكم إنتخابية دورات لثلاث إياها منحتموني التي الكبيرة لثقتكم لكم الجزيل بالشكر أتقدم
الدائرة. لأبناء التنموية وتوفيرالمشاريع والتعليمي الصحي المستوى رفع مواصلة أجل

 مجلس على مرت التي القضايا مختلف في الوطني الصعيد على إيجابية بصورة الدائرة تمثيل شرف لنا كان لقد
 في والإنجاز العمل عهد معكم وسنواصل كريمة حرة حياة نحو وتطلعاتكم بامالكم مسترشدين مسئولة بروح النواب

 للدائرة التنموية المشاريع من له تتطلعون وما إليه نصبوا ما لتحقيق معا بدأناه ما لإستكمال القادمة المرحلة
وشعبنا. بلادنا على والخير بالنفع يعود بما والأمة الوطن لقضايا التصدي في الفاعل والإسهام

سعيد هائل الحاج/عبدالواسع
النواب مجلس عضو

/الرمز القائد لفخامة التبريكات وأطيب التهاني بأحر يتقدم

صالح عبدالله علي
الجمهورية رئيس
العام الشعبي المؤتمر رئيس

 عكس والذي العام المؤتمر الشعبي حققه الذي النيابية والفوز الساحق للإنتخاباتالكبير  النجاح بمناسبة
 لديموقراطيةا يوم أبريل 27 ومنها الهامة التاريخية منجزاته ومحقق قيادته اليمني.حول الشعب التفاف
عنه رجعة لاالذي لديمقراطيا ونهجه الحكيمة قيادته ظل في الإنجازات من المزيد وشعبنا لبلدنا متمنين

Dear brothers and sons, constituency (162)
I express my deep thanks and gratitude for giving me your trust for three consequent nomination 

at the parliament. I promise to do my best to continue raising the educational and health 
standards along with providing developmental projects for the 162 constituency.

We have the honor to represent the constituency positively in all issues gone through the 
parliament. We are directed by your hopes and ambitions towards achieving a noble life.
We will together achieve what you have dreamt of such as, developmental projects and 
participating actively to serve the national issues which bring back benefit to our country and 
people.

Mr, Abdulwasa’e Hayel Saeed, 
a member of the parliament presents, his heartfelt congratulations 

to the HE the president of the republic,

Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
The People General Conference, PGC on the occasion of the tremendous success 
of the 27 April parliamentary elections. This has reflected the positive trust of the 
Yemenis on the PGC and the president’s leadership and that the 27 April is among 

the unmemorable democratic experiences in Yemen’s history.
Many happy returns,
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Strong will with the help of micro-start wins struggle against poverty

Success story
By Ali Malhani
Public Information Associate
UNDP-Yemen

"A
fter my husband 
died. I did not 
know how to feed 
my five hungry 
children. What

would the YR3000 pension left by my 
husband do to us? To add insult to 
injury, my husband's family wanted to 
take property of our one-roomed house. 
We suffered a lot, but we struggled and 
your program really came as a relief to
us,” Nemah Naser Ahmed, 
50, the widow narrates her 
struggle to survive with her 
kids. She lives in Dar Saad, 
one of the poorest areas in 
Aden. In addition to her 
strong will, Micro-start 
branch in Aden helped 
Nemah's family overcome the 
hardships of poverty.

Micro-start is one of the 
most important United 
Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) projects in 
Yemen that helps the govern­
ment in its poverty alleviation 
strategy. The program oper­
ates in 3 cities through exe­
cuting community based 
organizations: Sana'a,
through Islah and Social 
Organization for
Development (SOFD); Aden, 
through The Women 
Development Organization;
and Taiz, the program’s branch. The tar­
geted beneficiaries are those who are 
living in sheer poverty. It basically pro­
vides small loans ranging from YR 
10000 to 60000 to the beneficiaries to 
assist them sustain an existing vocation 
or start one. More than 90% of the ben­
eficiaries are poor women. The societies

have social specialists who survey poor 
areas and assess the needy cases and 
their ability to pay back the monthly 
installments of the loan. It is very impor­
tant for any beneficiary to have a small 
business that needs support or to start 
one in order to qualify for the loan. “We 
do not want those who take money to 
buy fish, rather we want those who need 
the money to buy the needed tools that 
enable them fish by themselves" Huda 
Ba Mahfood, director of The Women 
Development Organization, Aden, talks 
of the core objective of the program. 
Nemah is one of many successful. But

what did she do with the assisting loan? 
And what is the impact on her life? 
What difference did it make?

The first loan she got was YR10,000. 
She gave her elder son part of the money 
and sent him to a carpentry with some of 
the wood that her husband had wanted 
to use to roof the second room. The car-

penter made them a small hand textile 
fabricating ’machine’. The machine is 
used to make a traditional dress for men 
called ’mewaz.' She let her 17-year-old 
son learn how to make ’mewazes' using 
this machine until mastery. The rest of 
the loan was used to buy the textile raw 
material. The family started marketing 
their production to some of the traders in 
Aden. Being impressed by the few good 
mewazes the family offered, a trader 
struck a deal with the family in which 
the trader provides the raw material for 
and the family does the weaving into 
mewazes. The trader pays YR1200 to

the family for each mewaz the 
made. They made 3 mewazes 
a week, i.e. made as much as 
YR3600 a week from the 
machine.

Having embarked upon this 
profitable craft, the family 
decided to expand their busi­
ness. The younger son taught 
his elder brother the profes­
sion and the family bought 
another machine for the older 
son.

While the sons were mak­
ing the mewazes, the mother 
was busy frying chipped pota­
toes, amposa, bajia, and other 
kinds of popular Yemeni fries. 
She was good at so doing and 
making good sales too. This 
brought a good idea of a sec­
ond loan. "We should open up 
a small shack 'kushk' to sell 
our fries.” the mother told her 
sons. With a second loan of

YR20000, the family built a small news­
stand-like shack next to their house for 
selling their fries. Their income grew lit­
tle by little and the desire for more suc­
cess also grew with it.

The mother, encouraged by the suc­
cess and the trust in the program, took a 
third loan of YR30000. She started a

third business of buying and selling 
‘drow’a,’ a famous light dress for Adeni 
women. She uses the loan as a working 
capital and buys more quantities for bet­
ter prices while maintaining the same 
selling price. The family now is making 
not less than YR30000. They started

saving money to improve their life too. 
The first thing they did was making their 
father’s dream come true, i.e. complet­
ing the roof of the second room. A new 
TV was bought too. Moreover, they got 
a telephone line to their house. “Your 
program is very good. We benefited a lot

from your program,” the old mother 
repeated her grateful comments on the 
program. “Your program is really a 
relief to the real needy. It releases them 
from their poverty crises,” She added. 
“We hope it will continue to help all the 
needy,” The old widow concluded.

Nemah Naser Ahmed, now has a brighter future
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Parliamentarians in Taiz

Dynamic, active & amiable
Imad Al-Saqqaf 
Yemen Times Staff 
Taiz & Hodiedah

Bureau Chief

D
espite some violations 
that somehow affected 
the 27 April election 
parliamentary, democ­
racy in Yemen has been 

progressing by leaps and bounds for 
the better.

During my short tour of a number of 
constituencies here in Taiz, I was 
amazed to see some infringements per­
formed by the electorates. Most of the 
electors have more than a card and 
have practiced double voting.

In some areas, such as, Shara’ab dis­
trict, victims always have fallen prey to 
chaos whether the security men or citi­
zens to give them help. Thousands 
were deprived of practicing their dem­
ocratic rights stipulated in the constitu­
tion. The astonishing thing is that the 
Yemen Times journalist, Farouk al- 
Kamali couldn’t practice his democrat­
ic right, because others substituted 
him. How??

In addition to this, thousands of 
underage voters voted in broad day­
light and this constitutes a flagrant vio­
lation of the election law. Those under­
age voters have got their electoral cards 
through sheikhs who desire to win the 
majority of voters regardless of the 
inevitable consequences that may 
occur.

The most significant part is that what 
is going to be achieved after those elec­
tions. There are of course a number of 
weak parliamentarians who won the 
majority using illegal means and the 
result, their voices at the parliament 
will be weak also.

Personally speaking, I’m optimistic 
of the upcoming parliament, because a 
number of parliamentarians are few but 
they will have a strong influence.

Here in Taiz, highly competent can­

didates have won the majority and they 
enjoy good and wide reputation regard­
less of their political affiliation.

Their nomination for the candidature 
at the parliament is without any doubt 
a real victory for the democracy in 
Yemen and Yemenis.

I herewith, list some of those candi­
dates as follows:

Sultan Assamaee, a Yemeni 
Socialist Party candidate in the con­
stituency 68 considered to be one of the 
well-known prominent figures.

He is loved by the majority of peo­
ple.

His name has become widely known 
among the masses specifically in 
1990s. He is one of the founders the 
Mass Congress along with other emi­
nent professors such as, Dr. Abdulaziz 
al-Saqqaf and Abdulhabeeb Salem 
Moqbil.

He won the 1993 elections and boy­
cotted the 1997 elections.

Shawqi al-Qadhi. the first Islah 
candidate and that the people are hang­
ing hope for him.

This candidate has done his utmost 
efforts for illiteracy eradication and is 
considered to be one of the founders of 
the National Organization for Illiteracy 
Eradication.

Al-Qadhi is a social figure loved by 
all people who has moderate political 
ideas.

Mohammed Abduh Saeed 
Ana’am, a well-known businessmen 
and one of those who have paid an

attentive attention to the economic 
plan.

For the third time he was reelected 
by the General People’s Congress, 
GPC.

He is descending from Aal Hael 
Ana'am family. He is known for all 
people and loved by everyone.

He has by no means gained the love 
and trust of the people of his con­
stituency and developmental services 
rendered by him for the people.

Sheikh Gaber Abdullah, the Head 
of the GPC branch in Taiz and one of 
those who have left no stone unturned 
for the benefit of the people because of 
his devotion to rendering services for 
the people.

He won the 1997 election and he has 
been reelected in the April 27, 2003.

Sultan al-Atwani, also like the for­
mer has been reelected for the third 
time. He is the representative of the 
Naserite Party.

He is a specialist in the international 
law and above all, he is an active figure 
participated in mapping out the parlia­
ment policy during the last period.

Winning the majority means that Mr. 
al-Atwani has been loved by all people.

Unquestionably, there is a number of 
other strong personalities that should 
not be ignored where an attention has 
been paid to the Taiz.

Taiz is by no means a very large city 
which has 39 constituencies including 
6 in the city. For the Islah party, 4 con­
stituencies won by the Islah party and 2 
for the GPC.

Mr. Sultan 
al-Atwani

Shiekh Sultan 
Assamaee

Shiekh Gaber 
Abdullah

Mohammed A. 
S.Ana’am

Shawqi 
al-Qadhi

The Embassy of The United States of America announces for an immediate 
job opening within its organization.

“Computer Management Assistant”
The position is located in the Information Management Section, of the Information Program 
Center, American Embassy, under the general supervision of the Information management Officer. 
Position is an assistant to the American Information system Officer (ISO) in planning, developing, 
procuring, implementing, administering, maintaining and evaluating Post’s unclassified computer 
systems and information systems (applications, programs, etc). The incumbent manages 
administration of Post’s unclassified PCs, local area network (LAN) and connectivity to the 
Department’s Wide Area network (WAN); provides computer and systems management advisory 
services; analyzes and maintains program applications, evaluates services and tests software (e.g., 
operating systems) and peripherals of the Windows NT/2000 LAN. Also responsible for user 
training and interface with local vendors.

Required Qualifications:
Education: A University Degree is required in information systems technology, or computer 
sciences. Technical training in management and use of information systems technology, in 
particular personal computer hardware, Windows NT/2000 Server and Workstation, Microsoft 
application software, and TCP/IP networking is a must. Work experience can be substituted for 
formal training.
Prior Work Experience: At least four years of performing progressively more responsible work 
of a technical or administrative nature where emphasis is placed on analytical, judgmental and 
expository abilities with respect to the operation, management and use of Windows computers and 
network system.
Language Proficiency: Level III (good working level) in English reading and writing is required. 
Knowledge: A thorough understanding of Microsoft Windows operating systems and applications 
as well as personal computer (PC) hardware and networking equipment (e.g., routers, switchers). 
Experience in installing PC components, application software and a proven capability to self­
instruct in the area of applications installing and use. Experience developing web sites is desirable. 
Skills and ability: Incumbent must have ability to manage all aspects of a Windows Local Area 
Network and peripherals. The ability to work independently and be resourceful is a must in finding 
solutions to information systems problems, and planning objectives.

Grade/Salary: * EFM/MOH/Non Ordinarily Resident: FP-5 (to be confirmed by Washington) 
* Ordinarily Resident: ERR-09

How to apply: All interested nationals should complete OF-612 or submit a current C.V. (with 
awards, recommendation letters, copies of degrees earned) that addresses the qualification 
requirements of the position, as listed above, and contact the Embassy Personnel office, American 
embassy, Dhahr Himyar Street, Sanaa. Tel: 303-155, no later than May 14, 2003.

NOTE: All ordinarily resident applicants must be residing in country and have the required 
work and residency permits to be eligible for consideration.

Names of winners of the April 27 Parliamentary Elections for Yemen
1 Ahmed Abdulrazzaq Ahmed Al-Ruqaihi GPC
2 Abdulmalik Ahmed bin Hasan Al-Wazeer GPC
3 Abdu Hasan Mahdi Al-ldlah GPC
4 Ali Husein Naser Al-Ansi Islah
5 Ahmed Mohammed Yahya Hasan Al-Kuhlani GPC
6 Saleh Ismael Mohammed Ahmed abu Adel GPC
7 Ahmed Ali Abdullah Al-Sunaidar GPC
8 Abdulrahman Mohammed Abdullah Ali al-Akwa’ GPC
9 Abdullah Husein Abdullah Ahmed Al-Bashiri GPC
10 Haza’ Sa'd Mutahar Al-Maswari Islah
11 Mohammed Nasser Al-Hazmi Al-Adreesi Islah
12 Najeeb Saeed Ghanim Al-Duba'i Islah
13 Fouad Muhsen Husein Dahabah Islah
14 Abdulmalik Abdullah Hasan Saleh Al-Qasoos Islah
15 Saleh Abdullah Ali Qasim Al-Sanabani Islah
16 Ghalib Abdulkafi Hamid Al-Qirshi Islah
17 Mohammed Abdul'ilah Mohammed Al-Qadhi GPC
18 Ahmed Hadi Mohammed Al-Shaqethah Islah
19 Zeid Ali Al-Shami Islah
20 Ansaf Ali Mohammed Mayo Islah
21 Ashfaq Mohammed Ali Abdulrazzaq Islah
22 Auras sultan Naji Mohammed GPC
23 Fouad Mohammed Abdulkareem GPC
24 Abduljabbar Awadh Saeed GPC
25 Adnan Omar Mohammed Ahmed GPC
26 Mohammed Qasim Mohammed Al—Naqeeb GPC
27 Mohameed Saleh Ali Muammer YSP
28 Abdulbari Abdullah Dughaish Abdullah GPC
29 Abdulkhaliq Abdu Ahmed Ali Al-Barakani GPC
30 Shawqi Abdulraqeeb Al-Qadhi Islah
31 Samir Kahiri Rida’ GPC
32 Abdulkareem Sharaf Shaiban Islah
33 Ali Abdulmu'ti Ahmed Mohammed Al-Junaid GPC
34 Sadeq Mohammed Qasem Al-Ba'dani Islah
35 Abdullah Ahmed Al-Udaini Islah
36 Ali Mohammed Ghalib Radman Al-Mikhlafi GPC
37 Hamoud Khalid Naji Al-Soufi GPC
38 Ahmed Abdulrab Hasan Al-Dukhain GPC
39 Salem Ali Salem Abdullah Al-Baidi Independent
40 Ahmed Abbas Al-Barati GPC
41 Faisal Abdullah Hizam Al-Shawafi GPC
42 Mohammed Abdu Said Ana’m GPC
43 Abdusalam Ahmed Abdullah Ahmed Al-Dahbali GPC
44 Muhsin Ali Abdullah Naser Al-Baher GPC
45 Amid Mohammed Haza' Ahmed Al-Silwi GPC
46 Abdulwahab Mohammed Qaid Omar GPC
47 Ahmed Abdusalam Ali Rajeh GPC
48 Mohammed Moqbil Ali Hasan Al-Himyari GPC
49 Abdulwahab Mahmoud Abdulhameed Baath
50 Abdulwali Abdu Hasan Al-Jaberi Independent
51 Sadeq Ali Abdullah Al-Dhabab GPC
52 Abdulaziz Qasim Mohammed Al-Junaid GPC
53 Nayf Mohammed Mansour Al-Himyari GPC
54 Abdulhameed Mohammed Farhan Al-Shara'bi Islah
55 Abdulwahed Saeed Saeed Al-Mikhlafi GPC
56 Abdulhameed Saif Abdu Ahmed Al-Batra' GPC
57 Fatehi Tawfeeq Abdulraheem Mutahar GPC
58 Ali Qaid Sultan Munassar Al-Wafi GPC
59 Mohammed Thabet Al-Asali Nasserite
60 Ahmed Mohammed Abdullah Al-Asbahi GPC
61 Ahmed Abdulmalek Al-Maqrami Islah
62 Shawqi Abdusalam Shamsan GPC
63 Abdu Mohammed Noaman Al-Raseni Islah
64 Sultan Saeed Al-Barakani GPC
65 Mohammed Rashad Al-Aleemi GPC
66 Sultan Hizam Al-Atwani Nasserite
67 Jaber Abdullah Ghalib Saleh Al-Wahbani GPC
68 Sultan Ahmed Al-Same’i YSP
69 Abduljaleel Jazem Abdulqawi GPC
70 Ahmed Saif Hashed Hashem Independent
71 Abdullah Mohammed Saleh Al-Maqtari Nasserite
72 Abdulaziz Ahmed Caro GPC
73 Saleh Ali Fareed Al-Burhumi YSP
74 not available
75 not available
76 Khalid Saleh Shaief GPC

77 Naser Mohammed Thabet Sufian YSP
78 Abdulkhaliq Abdulhafeedh Shayhoon Islah
79 Mohammed Abdulhafed Jubran GPC
80 Abdullah Ali Saleh Ali Al-Khalaqi GPC
81 Khalid Mohammed Qasem Yahya Al-Ansi GPC
82 Abdullah Hamoud Al-Haaj Al-Katib Islah
83 Abdu Mohammed Ali Mohammed Al-Hubaishi GPC
84 Faisal Shayef Abdulrahman Al-Hubaishi Islah
85 mansour Ali Abdulwahed Hamoud Al-Shehari GPC
86 not available
87 Ali Ahmed Muthanna Al-Warafi Islah
88 not available
89 Aref Ahmed Al-Sabri Islah
90 Mansour Aziz Hamoud Al-Zindani Islah
91 Mohammed Mohammed Ahmed Saleh Al-Saberi GPC
92 Hasan Ali Abdullah Nasher Anan GPC
93 Ali Abdullah Ahmed Abdullah Abu Hulaiqah GPC
94 Ahmed Mohammed Ismael Mohammed Al-Nuzaili GPC
95 Mohammed Najeeb Ahmed Saif Al-Hazmi GPC
96 Abdulmo’iz Abduljabbar Ghalib Dabwan Islah
97 Mohammed Amin Ali Muhsin Basha GPC
98 Mohammed Hashem Taher Al-Battah Islah
99 Nabil Sadeq Ali Muhsen Basha GPC
100 Rashad Lutf Hamid Naser Al-Sha’ori GPC
101 Mukhtar Sadeq Amin Hasan abu Ras GPC
102 Abbas Ahmed Abdulrahman Al-Nahari Islah
103 Mohammed Mohammed Ahmed Mansour GPC
104 Mohammed Ali Saleh Qasem Al-Hashedi GPC
105 Ahmed Yahya Al-Haaj Mohammed Ali Islah
106 Ameen Ahmed Mohammed Qaid Mukharish GPC
107 Ali Musi’d Al-Lahabi Independent
108 Noaman Ali Al-Barh GPC
109 Mohammed Naser Ghanem Shrafat Al-Himyari Independent
110 Mohammed Abdulwahab Husein Husein Al-Zubeiri GPC
111 Ali Saleh Qasha’h GPC
112 Abdullah Ahmed Mohammed Al-Qudairah GPC
113 Mutahar Abdullah Ahmed Al-Hajri GPC
114 Abdulrahman Saleh Musleh Muthanna Muazab GPC
115 Mohammed Ismael Al-Arhabi GPC
116 Naji Musleh Fadhel GPC
117 Mohammed Ali Saleh Al-Shaddadi GPC
118 Salem Mansour Haidarah Husein GPC
119 Qasem Mohammed Qasem Al-Kasedi GPC
120 Aidarous Nasr Naser Al-Naqeeb YSP
121 Ahmed Abdullah Mohammed Al-Azzani GPC
122 Ali Husein Uthman Ashal Islah
123 Mohammed Ali abu Bakr Al-Mash’hor GPC
124 Saleh Ahmed Mohammed Omar Al-Junaidi GPC
125 Naser Ahmed Abdullah Arman Independent
126 Abdurabuh Ahmed Saleh Abdullah Al-Amri GPC
127 Al-Khidr Mohammed Naser Salem Al-Azzani GPC
128 Ali Ahmed Mohammed Saleh Al-Amrani GPC
129 Yaser Ahmed Salem Ahmed Al-Awadhi GPC
130 Husein bin Husein Ali bin Ali Al-Sawadi GPC
131 Ali Ahmed Naser Mohammed Al-Dahab Baath
132 Hasan Abdu Saleh Ahmed Jayed GPC
133 Naji Ahmed Ateeq Ali Sheikh GPC
134 Awadh bin Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Awlaqi GPC
135 Saleh Farid Muhsen Farid Al-Awlaqi GPC
136 not available
137 Mohammed Ahmed Abdullah Ahmed Al-Bakeri GPC
138 Mohammed Saleh Abdullah Afif Al-Himyari GPC
139 Naser Mohammed Ali Salem Ba-Jil GPC
140 Saeed Salem Sa’d Ba-Haqeeba GPC
141 Mohsen Ali Ba-Surrah Islah
142 Omar Muhsen Abdulrahman Al-Amoudi GPC
143 Ahmed Saeed Obaid Al-Souail GPC
144 Sulaiman Ali Ahmed Al-Mohammadi GPC
145 Ja’far Saeed Salem Ba-Saleh GPC
146 Awadh Saeed Salem Al-Saqtari GPC
147 Mohammed Saeed Salem Al-Jawhi GPC
148 Abu Bakr Ahmed Obad Omar Obad GPC
149 Saeed Mubarak Mohammed Saeed Doman Islah
150 Awadh Saeed Salem Ba-Wazeer Islah
151 Ahmed Hasan Bakran Islah
152 Saleh Salem Hadi Ahmed Al-Ameri GPC

153 Abdulrahman Abdulqader Ba-Badhel Islah
154 Saleh Mohammed Abood Salem Ba-Asher GPC
155 Mabkhoot Mubarak Mare’y bin Yaslum bin Madhi GPC
156 Mohammed Hasan Abdulrab Al-Amoodi GPC
157 Mohammed Abdulmalek Ahmed bin Malek GPC
158 Mohammed Ali Yaser Ahmed Yaser GPC
159 Mohammed Ahmed Saeed Al-Zowaidi GPC
160 Abdullah Hasan Ahmed Khairat GPC
161 Abdulwase'Hayel SAeed Anam GPC
162 Abduljaleel Radman Ahmed Qasem GPC
163 Abduljaleel Abdu Thabet Mohammed Thabet GPC
164 Mohammed Ali Yahya Mare’i GPC
165 Usama Mohammed Qasem Omar Ma'oudah GPC
166 Mohammed Abdullah Husein Al-Ahdal GPC
167 Mohammed Saleh Ali Mohammed Abdullah Al-Bura'ei GPC
168 Ali Mohammed Ali Salem Atiah GPC
169 Ali Hibah Ahmed Mansari GPC
170 Hibatullah Ali Sagheer Ali Shuraim GPC
171 Ali Ahmed Ghubri Darmash GPC
172 Ibrahim Shu’aib Mohammed Hasan Al-Fasheq GPC
173 Munassar Abdullah Yahya Munassar GPC
174 Ali Fatini Yahya Mohammed Ghallab GPC
175 Akram Abdullah Mohammed Atiah GPC
176 Mohammed Ahmed Mohammed Waraq Independent
177 Abdullah Abdu Ali Ahmed Ahief GPC
178 Sakher Ahmed Abbas Ahmad Al-Wajeeh GPC
179 Mansour Ali Abdu Wasel GPC
180 Abdu Mohammed Radman Rale’ GPC
181 Nasr Zeid Ameen Yahya Muhieldeen GPC
182 Mahmoud Qaid Awadh Al-dabasi GPC
183 Hasan Abdulrahman Boraji GPC
184 Mohammed Ali Mohammed Mohammed Al-Maqrami GPC
185 Ziad Ali Saeed Shami Islah
186 Mohammed Najeeb Ali Sagheer Shami GPC
187 Abdulwahed Ali Yahya Al-Wahedi GPC
188 Ali Mohammed Ahmed Al-Khayyal GPC
189 Khalid Abdulbari Abdu Mohammed Jailan GPC
190 Is’haq Yahya Balghaith Mohameed Al-Qahm GPC
191 Ali Baghwi Abdullah Hasan Asia' GPC
192 Hasan Omar Mohammed Ibrahim Sowaid GPC
193 Mohammed Ali Yahya Ali Mzariah GPC
194 Ahmed Mohammed Husein Abdullah Al-Khawlani GPC
195 Abdulaziz Ahmed Ali Mohammed Jubari GPC
196 Ali Ali Ali Yahya abu Yabes GPC
197 Abdulrazzaq Ahmed Abdulrazzaq Al-Hajri Islah
198 Najeeb Ahmed Mohammed Ali Al-Waraqi GPC
199 Mohammed Mujahed Mujahed Shammar GPC
200 Naji Saleh Naji Al-Qawsi GPC
201 Saleh Ahmed Ali Tam GPC
202 Yahya Ali Ahmed Ayed Al-Ra'ei GPC
203 Mohammed Ahmed Muhsen Al-Miqdad Independent
204 Mohammed Abdulwali Abdullah Hadi Al-Nehmi GPC
205 Abdulkareem Muhsen Husein Al-Akwa’ GPC
206 Musen Mohammed Ahmed Ali Al-Anesi GPC
207 Ismael Abdulrahman Mohammed Al-Samawi GPC
208 Abdulrahman mahmoud Ali Mujahed Ma'wod GPC
209 Abdullah Sa'd Sharaf Abbas Al-Noamani GPC
210 Ali Ghaleb Abdullah Mohammed Al-Kaboodi GPC
211 Mohammed Saleh Ali Mohammed Al-Naheyah GPC
212 Mohammed Al-haaj Saleh Al-Salehi Islah
213 Abdulrahman Ibrahim Abdu Nashtan GPC
214 Mohammed Al-Khadem Ahmed Ghalib Al-Wajeeh GPC
215 Mohammed Yahya Ghaleb Husein Al-Haweri GPC
216 Mohammed Ali Ahmed Ali Swar GPC
217 Yahya Mohammed Ali Hasan Al-Maqtari GPC
218 Mohammed Mohammed Abdullah Sherdah GPC
219 Bassam Ali hasan Ali Al-Shatter GPC
220 Abdu Mohammed Abdullah Husein Bishr GPC
221 Rabish Ali Wahban Ala'leyi Islah
222 Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed Mohammed Al-Dhubaibi GPC
223 Ali Salem Mohammed Hassan GPC
224 not available
225 Mahdi Saleh Al-Ja'di GPC
226 Mohammed Mahdi Abdullah Al-Kuwaiti GPC
227 Mojawed Taha Mohammed Mahdi Al-Sa'di GPC
228 Mansour Ali Yahya Mufleh Al-Hanaq Islah

229 Khalid Yahya Mi'sar GPC
230 Abdullah Ali Al-Ghader GPC
231 Naji bin Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-Soufi GPC
232 Ali Saeed Ali Mohammed Al-Qushaibi GPC
233 Ahmed Ismael Mohammed Ismael abu Horiah GPC
234 Abdulkareem Qasem Qasem Hasan Munassar Independent
235 Qasem Naser Ahmed Ahmed Hubaish GPC
236 Mohammed Bakeer Omar Slah Al-Bakeer GPC
237 Ahmed Ahmed Muhsen Ahmed Al-Nowairah GPC
238 Abdulhameed Ali Abdu Ghaleb Al-Mudab Al-Hasani GPC
239 Abdulrahman Ali Fat'hallah Ali Al-Ushbi GPC
240 Mohammed Yahya Hamoud Abdulrahman Al-Sharafi GPC
241 Zaid Mohammed Mohammed Yahya abu Ali GPC
242 Husein Husein Husein Husein Khamis GPC
243 Yahya Hasan Yahya Hasan Nassar GPC
244 Abdulkareem Ahmed Yahya Al-Sunaini GPC
245 Ahmed Mohammed Abdullah Husein Sofan GPC
246 Mohammed Mashli Zaid Ali Al-Radhi GPC
247 Hamid Abdullah Al-Sgheer Ahmed Al-Jabarti GPC
248 Hasan Sawd Ahmed Yahya Hafaj GPC
249 Yahya Suhail Ali Suhail Al-Harjooj GPC
250 Abdulkareem Mohammed Mashoof Saeed Al-Aslami GPC
251 Ahmed Mohammed Ali Hareb Al-Shamri GPC
252 Hamid Mohammed Ali Shu bin GPC
253 Abdulrahman Abdullah Abdulwahab Al-Mahbashi GPC
254 Mohammed Ali Qasem Yahya Qawarah GPC
255 Yahya Naser Saleh Yahya Al-Asedi GPC
256 Zaidan Ali Ali Zaidan Dahshoush GPC
257 Mohammed Mansour Saleh Yahya Al-Bakry GPC
258 Ahmed Naser Mohammed Shayi' GPC
259 Ali Naser Ayedh Muadhb Al-Samhi GPC
260 Mohammed Mohammed Ahmed Razoum Madouh GPC
261 Ali bin Ali Al-Tayyeb GPC
262 Mohammed Sabbar Ali Abdullah Al-Jama'i GPC
263 Uthman Husein Fayed Mujalli GPC
264 Faisal Naser Mohammed Uraij GPC
265 Abdusalam Saleh Hashoul Independent
266 Ali Husein Salem Al-Mandahi GPC
267 Abdulkareem Ahmed Jadban GPC
268 Ali Hasan Ahmed Jailan GPC
269 Yahya Badruldeen Al-Houthi Independent
270 Saleh bin Saleh Hindi Daghsan GPC
271 not available
272 Faisal Ameen abu Ras GPC
273 Mohammed Naji Abdullah Abdulaziz Al-Shayef GPC
274 Ahmed Aidah Ahmed Al-Qirshi Independent
275 Abdullah Mabkhout Saleh Muhsen Al-lraqi GPC
276 not available
277 Abdullah bin Ali bin Hasan Mu'aili GPC
278 Jo’bul Mohammed Salem Toaiman Islah
279 Ali Abdurabuh Dhaifullah Al-Qadhi Independent
280 Sagheer Hamoud Ahmed Azeez bin Azeez GPC
281 Husein Abdullah bin Hussain Al-Ahmar GPC
282 Himyar Abdullah bin Hussain Al-Ahmar GPC
283 Abdullah bin Hussein Naser Al-Ahmar Islah
284 Hamoud Hamoud Yahya Atef GPC
285 Jubran Mujahed Yahya abu Shawareb GPC
286 Ahmed Ahmed Muhsen Al-Q'aari GPC
287 Abdullah Abdullah Yahya Naser Badruldeen GPC
288 Ali Mohammed Hasan Al-Sa’ar GPC
289 Naji Mansour Ali Rajeh bin Saeed GPC
290 Azzam Abdullah Sa'd Salah GPC
291 Ahmed Mohammed Abdullah Rizq Al-Zuhairi GPC
292 Midhaj Abdullah bin Hussein Al-Ahmar Islah
293 Qasim Husein Qasim Al-Hada’ GPC
294 Hamid Abdullah bin Hussein Al-Ahmar Islah
295 Abdu Mohammed Husein Al-Hudeifi Al-Jaradi GPC
296 Mohammed Abdulrahman Al-Saqqaf YSP
297 Saleh Qaid Saleh Al-Shanfarah YSP
298 Ali Shay'e Mohammed Muthanna abu Majeed GPC
299 Abdu Ali Saleh Hussein Al-Awdi GPC
300 Saleh Qaid Saleh Husein Al-Sharjabi GPC
301 Sinan Abdulwali Husein Al-Ajji GPC
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US troops fire on Falluja 
crowd, Iraqis say 2 dead
FALLUJA, Iraq, April 30 (Reuters) - 

U.S. troops opened fire on Wednesday 
for the second time this week on an 
angry crowd in the Iraqi town of Falluja, 
near Baghdad.

A local hospital official said two men 
had been killed in the incident. Soldiers 
said they fired only after being shot at.

“The number of killed was two. They 
were hit in the head,” said Ahmed al- 
Taha, a senior official at the main hospi­
tal in Falluja, 50 km (30 miles) west of 
Baghdad.

He put their ages between the late 20s 
and early 30s and said they had been hit 
by bullets or shrapnel. He said 18 people 
had been treated for wounds, some light, 
others more serious.

The incident, which came as U.S. 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
flew in for a postwar visit to Baghdad, 
may fuel Iraqi resentment at the U.S. 
presence just three weeks after troops 
were welcomed as liberators for over­
throwing Saddam Hussein.

Later on Wednesday, two people in a 
crowd of mourners for one of the men 
killed in the morning incident began 
shooting their Kalashnikovs into the air. 
Others in the procession told them to 
move off, saying they did not want to be 
provocative.

No U.S. troops were in evidence when 
the mourners made their way to a 
mosque in the centre of town in the late 
afternoon.

The U.S. Central Command head­
quarters in Qatar issued a statement 
touching on Wednesday morning’s 
shooting.

“In Fallujah (sic) late this morning, 
Iraqi civilians throwing rocks and firing 
weapons attacked a convoy.” the state­
ment said. “The convoy returned fire, 
and the crowd was dispersed by the 
arrival of Coalition helicopters.”

Central Command said it could not yet 
give casualty figures.

Some residents said they thought up to 
four people might have been killed and 
said the demonstrators had been 
unarmed.

The crowd had been protesting out­
side the main U.S. command post in the 

town about the killing of at least 13 
Iraqis in the town on Monday night. The 
post is in the former headquarters of 
Saddam’s Baath party, next to the 
mayor’s office.

Soldier “Got scared”
Carpenter Ziad Aboud Najm, 34, said 

he was among the demonstrators chanti­
ng slogans outside the post when the 
U.S. vehicle convoy approached.

He said one soldier in the building 
seemed to get scared, ducked down 
below his position and fired a gun into 
the air. roughly in the direction of the 
convoy. Vehicles in the convoy then 
opened fire on the demonstrators, he 
added.

New protests erupted in the conserva­
tive, Sunni Muslim town after the latest 
shooting, with a crowd hurling abuse at 

the Americans from the street outside the 
command post.

A group of more than 50 chanted 
“There is no God but God” and “Our 
souls and blood we sacrifice to you, 
Islam”. A handful of demonstrators 
shouted at the soldiers "Go! Go home!”

Falluja’s mayor, Taha Badawi Hamid 
al-Alwani, told Dubai- based Al Arabiya 
TV by telephone: “We have requested 
that U.S. forces leave the town and stay 
on its outskirts so as not to inflame 
Muslim sentiments here.”

He later told Reuters he had met U.S. 
forces to discuss the situation. The U.S. 
military had a role to play in ensuring 
security and stability, he said, but added 
that tensions had risen in the town 
because of Monday's shootings.

Much depended on religious and com­
munity leaders helping to keep their fol­
lowers calm, Alwani said.

U.S. commanders said soldiers had 
opened fire in Falluja on Monday night 
only after coming under attack by 
around 25 armed Iraqis among a crowd 
of hundreds of protesters. Many locals 
insisted the protesters, about 200 of 
them, had not been armed.

Patrols resented
Doctor Talib al-Janabi, head of a pri­

vate hospital in Falluja, said townspeo­
ple objected to the way the Americans 
were patrolling, “wandering inside and 
in between houses and in front of 
schools, like cowboys”.

He said Iraqis did not want to be treat­
ed “like what happened in Israel and 
Palestine”, adding: “They said they are 
coming here to liberate us from the 
regime of Saddam Hussein. But it should 
not be in such a way.”

On Monday night, about 100 men of 
the U.S. 82nd Airborne Division, based 
in a local school and braced for attacks 
from loyalists on what was Saddam’s 
66th birthday, came under rifle fire from 
the crowd, according to the soldiers’ own 
accounts.

They returned fire into the darkened 
street with rifles and heavy machine­
guns, judging by residents’ accounts and 
damage to nearby buildings.

An Iraqi civilian injured during a 
shooting by U.S. soldiers on 
Wednesday. REUTERS

Senior Pipeline Engineer
Yemen Hunt Oil Company is currently seeking a proven individual to work in its Sana’a 
office.

Major Responsibilities:
• Responsible for the operation and maintenance of all electrical/ mechanical/ 

electronic/ instrument equipment at all stations.
• Oversee all requirements for developing and implementing preventive emergency 

maintenance for all mechanical/electrical and instrument equipment.
• Responsible for the operation and trouble shooting of pipeline controls and data 

acquist on (SCADA), and support systems such as RTU’S, MODEMS. Etc.

Minimum Requirements:
• B.S., Chemical, Mechanical or Petroleum Engineering and 10-15 years of directly 

related work in the oil gas industry.
• Must be proficient in English, both spoken and written.
• Must possess a strong work ethic with a “can do” attitude.
• Must possess a strong leadership skills with an ability to get things done through 

others.

All candidates must be YEMENI NATIONALS.
Deadline for the application: May 31, 2003

If you meet the above requirements, please forward your resume only to:

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY 
Attn: Human Resources Manager 

P.O.Box 481 
Or 

Fax: 1-416898
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Please do not phone us. We will call you for an interview if you are a successful 
candidate.
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YT Business
Yemeni businesswomen, 

series of challenges
Reported by Fahmia Fotih 
Yemen Times staff

T
he Yemeni woman's life is 
full of many challenges. 
Between failure and success 
just a few Yemeni women 
could hardly to be seen in 

the view. To shed light on this issue an 
interview is conducted with one of those 
women who challenged and attacked 
social barriers. She is the prominent 
businesswoman and successful and 
well-known professor at Sana'a 
University. She is Dr. Najat Mohammed 
Jumaan, the vice-manager of MAJ Corp. 
and the manager of Yemen Feed 
Company.

Q: Could you give us a brief 
account on yourself?

A: I was born in Rada'a and studied 
in Aden from the primary school until 
the 7th grade. Because of the former 
socialist system there and as my father 
was a private-sector businessman we 
had to move to Sana'a and here we start­
ed. I joined intermediate school and high 
school and really I was very optimistic 
and was looking for a successful future. 
When I was a young girl in school and 
asked what I wanted to be, the first 
answer came to my mind was to be a 
doctor or an engineer. Of course we 
understood at that time if you wanted to 
be something, we had to study very 
hard. I decided to study medicine. 
However, at that time people were 
encouraged to study in socialist coun­
tries like Russia or Romania. But 1 
wanted to study either in the UK or the 
US. So I went to Britain for one year in 
which I did my English courses and then 
because of family reasons I came back 
to Sana'a. That time the best college was 
commerce and economic. So I joined 
that college and I did very well and I got 
my bachelor degree with honors. So that 
encouraged me to proceed in my studies. 
I proposed to my father that I wanted to 
study MA degree in the States and he did 
not mind of course as he encouraged me 
to do whatever I wanted in the frame of 
what was accepted in the society.

Initially it was very hard to travel 
alone due to some cultural prejudice that 
girls could not go on their own. My 
father solved that problem by asking my 
brothers to accompany me. I was lucky 
to find these circumstances to help me to 
go to the States and did my MA degree 
in management. Then I came back to

Sana'a and because my father was a 
businessman I was eager to master this 
activity. I always listened to my father 
about his business and how he did his 
business and success and I felt proud of 
that. That encouraged me to follow his 
same track. Of course when I finished 
my bachelor degree I was one of the best 
students and asked to be a teacher in 
University. I was happy then even 
though some faculties had some little bit 
prejudice against women, most of girls 
could not continue their higher studies. 
Of course they understood there were 
some cultural obstacles and may be eco­
nomic problems related to the society. 
But for me the circumstances were so 
good; my father encouraged me and my 
doing-well in the University also helped. 
So I was nominated and entered the uni­
versity teaching field. Of course that 
posed a challenge to me at that time as it 
was said woman could not do anything. 
So I took the challenge in my mind and 
I wanted to convey a message that 
women could do anything they want if 
they were given a good chance and 
opportunity to prove themselves. So I 
went to the States and did my MA and 
joined again the commerce faculty. Then 
I went to Egypt even though my father 
was hesitant for how I could go there 
alone but I was lucky once more. So, 
there I was able to obtain a PhD also in 
management. I got specialized in 
finance and my theme was “The Effect 
of Environment on the Private Sector”.

I came back to be a professor at Sana'a 
University, teaching management. 1 
have proved to others that women can 
get PhD. I had also to face a challenge 
that women cannot be in the field they 
want. Therefore, I wanted to be in the 
business field. I tried my best but I still 
have some concerns in my business. I 
established my new company in the 
manufacturing filed. I have achieved 
some good points at the same time faced 
with challenges. The good aspect is that 
I can recognize the qualified persons and 
know how to deal with people and to 
deal with money. But at the same time I 
have challenges with the environment. 
Some people do not trust women as 
businesswomen. We try to convince 
them that we can do the job. However, it 
still needs a little bit hard work.

Q: What are the main difficulties 
that businesswomen usually face?

A: Women are facing challenges if 
they want to enter the market and partic-

ipate in economic development as well 
as to improve their well-being. They 
need to fulfill the qualification and they 
can enter the market as long as they are 
skilled and how the way of thinking is 
and understand how the system is. For 
myself, I look into myself. If I look out­
side, of course there are so many of 
obstacles. What I can do where I can go. 
Most common impediments are cultural. 
People do not evaluate them very well. 
They look at them that they can do the 
job efficiently and they are not motivat­
ed. But I think these judgments of the 
society underestimate the woman capa- 
bility. If they look at the woman as 
weak they will find a weak woman. But 
if they look at her as strong and support 
this point they will find a creative 
woman. But it becomes a trend to say 
that woman can do any job but unfortu­
nately she is not given a chance or sup­
ported. We do not want words, we want 
actions

Q: Has the business life affected 
you personally?

A: Actually, it has added to my expe­
rience and other aspects add values to 
the person. For example some internal 
characteristics those persons are to be 
determined and to be good. I always 
like to face challenges. When I wanted 
to get my MA I pursued it by getting the 
PhD. Difficulties can be faced by 
women or men. But what we want to do 
is to be determined and you have to be 
clever enough to choose what you want 
to do. Sometimes there are things you 
should not do even if you want to do

them because they will be harmful. For. 
women to pursue their education is 
excellent and search for best job is 
excellent as well as to improve them­
selves is excellent too.

Q: Do you think that Yemeni 
women have achieved all their rights?

A: This is good point. First of all what 
women want to do and what are the 
rights they want. They have to specify 
these rights and have to go for them. We 
do not want slogans like everybody says 
that. What are the principles and 
chances we want? We have to determine 
and then go. Nobody will stop women 
from what they want if it is consistent 
with and useful for the society. If you 
then want to do anything no one will 
stop you. If you want to be a doctor, you 
can be a doctor. No one will stop you.

Q: What are the most significant 
activities you have participated in?

A: As I joined activities in Rada’a 1 
was participating in opening and sup­
porting associations for women develop­
ment. Besides, I worked in associations 
concerned with the handicapped.

I participated in some conferences in 
New York and Belgium on young entre­
preneurs, which also added challenges 
to me as those conferences targeted 
young entrepreneurs in less-developed 
countries and there were 300 partici­
pants from 100 countries and I was nom­
inated and awarded. This has given me 
more strength to complete the course I 
have started. As a professor at the 
Sana'a University I have participated in

scientific conferences in Amman and 
Egypt. I had a chance to visit Germany 
with Taiz Chamber of Commerce. I am 
member of Kanan Association too. As I 
am also a vice-manger for finance 
affairs at MAJ Corp. and General 
Manager of Yemen Feed Company.

I have taken part in GTZ activities 
concerned with small projects, mostly 
devoted to women issues. I have estab­
lished my own project that focuses on 
how to connect between theories and 
applications.

Q: To what extent your ambitions 
go?

A: Ambitions do not stop at a certain 
point. As you achieve one, you want to 
achieve another. Earlier in my life I was 
ambitious to finish my higher studies. I 
finished my MA and started to think 
about PhD and then to establish my own 
project and make it successful. I am also 
eager to see people around me success­
ful too.

Q: What is your message to the 
young Yemeni women?

A: Yemeni young women, if they 
want to be secure, they should get edu­
cated well and have a job and a dignity 
in life. They have to participate in eco­
nomic development that comes by hard 
work, planning and learning. They 
should not waste time. They have to 
engage in race with time if they want 
really to pursue the wheel of develop­
ment. Earlier is the better. And this mes­
sage is not addressed only to women but 
men are also included.

Yemen Times reporter, Miss al-Fotih during an interview with Dr. Najat M. Jumaan, the vice-manager of MAJ Corp. & the 
manager of Yemen Feed Company.

Though still limited, Trade 
unionist work provides Yemeni 

woman job opportunity, protection
By Mahyoub al-Kamali 
Yemen Times Staff

W
oman represen­
tation in trade 
unionist area is 
an aspect of 
human rights, 

but it is still limited compared to 
men membership in trade unions. 
This is the present case in Yemen 
despite the fact that trade unionist 
activity in general is still weak and 
of limited sphere, especially by the 
mass organizations.

According to legislation in 
Yemen the woman has the right to 
join trade and professional unions 
existing in the country with the aim 
that women are offered larger 
scopes for entering fields of work in 
public life. Official figures reveal 
that women participation in trade 
unions leading bodies reaches 15 
per cent, as has been mentioned in 
the national report issued by the 
National Supreme Committee for 
Human Rights.

The report, a copy of which the 
Yemen Times received, says the 
proportion of women participation 
in branches of general federation of 
trade unions in governorates reach­
es to ten percent and their partici­
pation in the central council of the 
trade union federation there are 11 
women out of a total number of 115 
male members.

There is not a single woman 
member at the executive office of 
the general federation of trade 
unions. Instead of that a committee 
was set up for the working woman 
comprises five members.

The report voices its criticism 
with regard to this limited participa­
tion as compared to the percentage 
of men for many reasons including: 

woman recent participation in 
trade unionist field,

- majority of women non-convic­
tion of the avail of their partici­
pation in trade unionist work, 
woman’s short-sightedness con­
cerning the significance of the 
benefit she would gain from her 
participation in trade unionist

work and the opportunity of 
providing jobs for the unem­
ployed women.

Nevertheless the report by the 
National Supreme Committee for 
Human Rights mentions that the 
republic’s federation of trade unions 
and other unionist formations where 
woman is represented has lately 
comprehended the necessity of 
women participation in trade union­
ist work and that they have been 
given limited area in freedom in 
membership at he trade unionist 
bodies. Freedom to this joining has 
not risen to the level of engaging 
women in leading bodies. This is a 
matter necessitating enhancement 
of participation for the purpose of 
guaranteeing working women rights 
and defending their rights in work 
as well as protecting them against 
arbitrary discharge and harassment.

Thus pops a dire need for 
strengthening women role in trade 
unionist bodies for the protection of 
their rights in both practical and 
general life.

Vacancies

Dahman 
RSM International 
The sixth top auditing firm in the world

Due to the expansion of the firm’s activities, 
we seek to fill the following positions:

Senior Audit Manager 
Assistant Audit Manager 

First Auditor

The applicant should be with:
ACCA, ACA, CPA or IMA qualification 
Minimum five years of field experience 

Good command of Word and Excel Programs 
Good command of English and Arabic languages

You can send your CV
not later than 15 May 2003

To:
Human Resources Manager 

dahmanco@y.net.ye 
Or

Fax:+967-1-214360

The Road 
Ahead

Intelligent 
strategizing

By Raidan A. Al-Saqqaf 
r_saqqaf@hotmail.com

M
any wonder, how 
the best do it? 
When it comes to 
business, what 
sets the bar of suc­

cess? And more importantly; those 
who reach it, how do they do it? The 
answer lies in a simple concept; 
intelligent strategizing!

A strategy is the grand plan which 
you lay down and follow while you 
are doing business, a strategy is 
developed because you have compe­
tition with which you share resources 
and target similar segments of cus­
tomers. There are three key players 
in formulating a business strategy, 
i.e. the business itself, the target cus­
tomers, and the competition. Usually 
the broad objective of any business 
strategy is to achieve better perform­
ance through gaining a competitive 
edge above the competition. But how 
do successful people do it? Read on.

Successful businessmen know that 
it is critical to ensure that the 
strength points and competitive 
assets of the organization are set to 
match the needs of the targeted cus­
tomers, in other words the organiza­
tion has to improve its matching to 
it’s customers’ needs and offer them 
more value than the competition. 
They also have to ensure that the tar­
get customers are able to see the dif­
ference between them and their com­
petition, so that they can make the 
best suitable choice.

Nevertheless, most organizations 
know this and try to adopt such 
strategies, i.e. to ensure positive 
matching of customers’ needs with 
organizational objectives, but how 
does the BEST do it? According to 
Marcus Buckingham, the Best man­
agers emerge by first breaking all the 
rules and ignoring conventional wis­
dom; they create their own revolu­
tionary management wisdom, for 
example they do not help a person 
overcome his weaknesses, in fact, 
they help him in bringing out the nat­
ural talents barred in him.

We know now how the successful 
do it and how the best do it, but how 
to be better than the best? To be bet­
ter than the best demands discipline 
and focus, and above all intelligent 
strategizing, i.e. the ability to lay 
down breakthrough strategies, to set 
up trends and harvest them, to for­
mulate intelligent brand building, to 
amuse and arrest the customers, to 
break the norms and shock the com­
petition, with the help of an intelli­
gent strategy.

An intelligent strategy is one that 
allows you to synchronize your orga­
nization’s resources and competitive 
assets, with the help of unconven­
tional wisdom that can offer you 
insights into ideas that cannot 
emerge with typical strategies, you 
have to break the rules that you fol­
low while formulating your strate­
gies to come up with a new and intel­
ligent strategy that synchronizes 
your resources better.

Endnote: The successful try to 
create a competitive edge over their 
competitors, the best try to be inno­
vative and make unconventional 
solutions, and to be better than 
them you need an intelligent strate­
gy that can synchronize.

mailto:dahmanco@y.net.ye
mailto:r_saqqaf@hotmail.com
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Words of Wisdom

"One of the key characteristics of working in 
the media is the concept of deadlines. 
Everything has a deadline. Everybody is 
under some kind of time pressure. While this 
pressure may not be good for one's health, it 
is a wonderful contributor for efficiency.”

Prof Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999) 
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR 
OPINION

President’s 
commitment 
is important

T
he violations in the parliamentary elections 
held on April 27 have been clearly men­
tioned in a number of reports, including the 
preliminary report of the NDI, which talked 
about “significant incidents of underage vot­

ing and other problems and irregularities”. So it is inap­
propriate for anyone to deny them. What one needs to do 
now is to hold those who committed those violations 
accountable.

The elections are now over. We succeeded in gaining 
the minimal satisfaction of the world community con­
cerning the credibility of the elections. However, so as to 
make future elections -soonest to be the local council 
elections next year- as trouble-free as possible, and this 
cannot be achieved unless the president has the commit­
ment to do so.

According to the NDI report, the ruling party General 
People's Congress (GPC) was behind most of those vio­
lations. This makes the leader of the party - the president­
responsible for putting an end to this phenomenon and 
having all those who participated in fraud or called for 
underage voting brought to justice.

The idea behind this is that the president is the presi­
dent of all of us. He should be treating all parties equally 
under law, and understand that his role is instrumental in 
making any democratic experience a success.

Just as President Saleh was wise enough to commit 
himself to democratizing Yemen, he must stand against 
those who want to ruin or sabotage the democratic expe­
riencing by committing such humiliating actions such as 
having tens of 10-year-old students lined up to vote for 
the ruling party, or giving “magical” pens to voters so as 
the ink would be erased automatically once the vote is 
made.

It is over for elections, but it is not over for those indi­
viduals or groups that have done so much damage to our 
democratically- held elections. Those must be punished, 
and the news that they were punished must come in the 
different media organs and newspapers. President Saleh 
must show his people and the world that he is committed 
to fighting those who abuse democracy in favor of any 
party, whether ruling or opposition.

This is why we had the title “Would the president 
instruct the investigation of cases of underage voting?” 
and this is why we call upon him again through this col­
umn to do something and show that those people will not 
go unpunished. We must regain the confidence that was 
partially lost in the last elections and have faith that next 
elections will be much more transparent and well-man­
aged.

We may not achieve 100% perfect elections. But we 
can at least try. At the end of the day however, this cannot 
happen unless there is commitment from our president.

Will he commit himself to achieving this?
I hope so.

The Editor

Could it be the beginning of a new era of freedom in the Middle East?

Admiring Yemen’s 
passion for democracy

By Emma Bonino

I
n the great hall 
where the President 
of the Republic of 
Yemen Ali 
Abdullah Saleh

received the international organisa­
tions on April 23 on the eve of the gen­
eral election held on April 27, it was 
not only the smell of incense that could 
be breathed, but also the new wind that 
is blowing through the Arab world. 
Although no-one has acknowledged it 
openly, apart from one or two coura­
geous dissidents, the fall of Baghdad is 
beginning to have the same effect on 
this region as the fall of the Berlin Wall 
had on Eastern Europe. True, it would 
have been better if this new climate, 
this surprising desire for reform, had 
been brought about by the people of 
these countries rather than from the 
outside, through a war. But we would 
have to be deaf and blind not to notice 
that the downfall of Saddam Hussein is 
having an effect similar to an earth­
quake on the many corrupt, authoritar­
ian regimes that rule this part of the 
world. They have not suddenly con­
verted to democracy, they are simply 
afraid that after Baghdad it could be 
their turn: only a few days ago Qatar 
announced constitutional reforms, like 
Oman and Bahrain; in Jordan, too, 
elections will be held in the near 
future, two years after the king had 
practically dissolved parliament; 
Palestine finally has an authoritative 
government, and will go to the polls in 
a few months’ time.

It would be unforgivable not to read 
these new signals and to continue with 
the same old policy, the policy that 
brought about the dictatorship of 
Saddam Hussein and the many other 
dictatorships in the region which, in 
the name of the war on the Zionists and 
the American imperialists, deprive mil­
lions of people, both Muslims and non­
Muslims, of the right to freedom, and 
often of the right to life.

Unfortunately, if you look around to 
see who is present, or rather who is not 
present, in the hall in Sana'a where 
President Saleh is expressing his proud 
and justifiable satisfaction at the fact 
that Yemen is now holding democratic 
elections for the fifth time, far in 
advance of all the much richer and 
more highly-courted countries in the 
region, the opposite would seem to be 
true. That I am due to speak immedi­
ately after the President, despite the 
fact that I do not represent any 
European institution, but only the 
Transnational Radical Party, is the 
clearest sign. I have been invited, in 
fact, by the UNDP, in particular by the 
Election Support Project directed by 
Antonio Spinelli. I do not even repre­
sent the European Parliament, of 
which I am a member, for less than two 
weeks ago it cancelled the visit of the 
parliamentary delegation “for reasons 
of security” which have clearly not 
worried the other delegations, includ­
ing the large delegation from the 
American National Democratic 
Institute. After stating so often over the 
last few months that democracy cannot 
be promoted or exported with bombs, 
Europe is absent in a country which, 
without many rivals in the Middle 
East, has set off on its own, with its 
own modest resources, on the slow and 
difficult path towards democracy.

Despite these absences, on Sunday 
April 27 more than 8 million men and 
women went to the polls in Yemen: a 
remarkable event in this region, where 
the nearby Saudi Arabia in particular 
has excluded women from public life 
and even banned them from driving.

I was a little bit embarrassed when I 
took the floor: although on one hand I 
wanted to congratulate the leaders of 
this extremely poor country, with a per 
capita income of $490 a year, for hav­
ing taken up the challenge of democra­
cy in the face of widespread indiffer­
ence, on the other hand I could not 
help pointing out a serious shortcom­
ing in the current electoral process, 
that is the almost complete absence of 
women candidates, whose number is

even lower than in the previous elec­
tions. Only 11 out of a total of almost 
1,300 candidates from 22 parties were 
women. In the previous legislature 
only two women had been elected, 
another two had been appointed by the 
Consultative Council and only one had 
held ministerial office, as Minister for 
Human Rights. Nor could I forget the 
widespread discrimination and suffer­
ing borne by the women of Yemen, 
from domestic violence to the effective 
privation of the rights of ownership 
and inheritance, from the tolerance of 
so-called “crimes of honour” to genital 
mutilation. The recent modification of 
the Yemeni constitution has further 
aggravated their situation: while previ­
ously it recognised the equality of all 
citizens before the law and prohibited 
all forms of discrimination, article 31 
now states that women are the sisters 
of men and enjoy the rights and duties 
laid down by the Shariah and by the 
law. I could not fail to denounce this 
step backwards, all the more so in a 
country where social traditions and 
customs have often led to a restrictive 
interpretation of Islamic law, aggravat­
ing discrimination and violence 
towards women.

Once again, however, the country 
presented me with another pleasan 
surprise: President Saleh replied to my 
comments without any irritation, justi- 
fying the absence of women from the 
electoral process on the basis of tradi­
tions, but acknowledging that the situ­
ation must change. I was even more 
surprised when I learned that the whole 
discussion had been broadcast live on 
TV and shown again on the evening 
news. As a consequence the “women 
presence” in the political process has 
become automatically the main point 
of reference and discussion in all the 
meetings I had all week long with 
journalist, political leaders, diplomats 
from the region, national Ngo’s 
etc. ..and on Friday instead of visiting 
the narrow streets of Sana’a as a tourist 
I met a whole range of Yemeni 
women’s groups, including the 
National Committee of Yemeni 
Women, a government body headed by 
Rashida Ali Al Hamdami. an energetic 
woman who is a co-sponsor of the anti- 
FGM appeal organised by “No Peace 
Without Justice” and “AIDOS”. 
Together we discussed the conference 
we are organising on 21 June in Cairo 
as part of the STOP FGM campaign

Almost all the women I met came 
wrapped in a sort of black overcoat and 
veils of various sorts: some were 
veiled from head to toe. others wore 
dark or coloured scarves, one or two 
wore no veils (Amal tells me that only 
twelve women in Sana'a go out 
unveiled), but once they took off their 
overcoats they revealed colourful, 
modern clothes, suits, trousers and 
fancy, sheer nylon stockings. They all 
had stories of battles and initiatives 
and funny, dramatic anecdotes to 
recount; they were all very much 
involved, with high hopes, in Sunday’s 
elections.

This impression was confirmed by 
my visit on Saturday to the gover­
norate of Al-Mahweet, around two 
hours from Sana’a, where there is a 
local branch of the Election Support 
Project. The road and the scenery are 
so beautiful they take the breath away: 
we were at around 2.800 meters, mak­
ing our way along a winding road with 
terrifying steep drops and villages cut 
out of the mountainside. It was almost 
impossible to distinguish the houses 
from the rocks, apart from the white 
decoration around the doors and win­
dows. (Wherever possible they have 
built terraces where they mainly grow 
the qat, a bush whose leaves they chew 
slowly and gradually roll into a ball in 
their left cheek. There is hardly an 
adult in Yemen without this lump on 
the cheek: the rite is performed in 
groups, in the afternoon, in inter­
minable sessions that seem to bring life 
in the country to a halt. When chewed, 
qat leaves secrete a mild drug that 
brings about a sense of well-being, and 
there is not a single village in Yemen, 
even the tiniest, without a qat market.

All this happens in the light of day, 
there are no illegal dealers and chew­
ing qat leaves does not lead to hard 
drugs; in the long run excessive use 
can lead to mouth infections and lower 
productivity, true, but these serious 
side-effects are nothing in comparison 
to the dramatic social and economic 
harm caused by the prohibition of sim­
ilar substances in the civilised world. 
The main problem is that spending 
almost half their salaries on qat leaves 
is an unbearable burden on Yemeni 
families. The Government recognizes 
the problem, but luckily enough has 
not been tempted by the illusion of 
prohibition. At least not up to now)

In all the places we visited the 
polling stations for Sunday’s elections 
had already been set up. The election 
materials had already arrived, and the 
ballot papers included not only names 
and party symbols, but also photos of 
the candidates to help those unable to 
read. The polling stations, as in 
Ecuador, are different for men and 
women, and in the women’s sections 
the election officers are also women. 
What struck me most, however, was 
that even in the most remote and inac­
cessible villages there were evident 
signs of the election campaign: blue 
banners with the sun symbol for the 
Isla party or the horse symbol for the 
party currently in power fluttered in 
the wind, as if there were a festival, the 
festival of democracy.

I leave the country before the final 
results are known, though the first 
indications are that the government 
party has won the majority of seats, but 
to be honest I am more interested in 
other things. I am reasonably sure, in 
fact, that the elections have taken place 
in a substantially regular, free manner. 
There have been a few incidents, and 
the ruling party has probably used var­
ious instruments of pressure to main­
tain power. But the mere fact that the 
people of Yemen, alone in this part of 
the world, have been able to choose 
their government in the respect (at 
least the formal respect) of freedom 
and secrecy, is of remarkable impor­
tance. This does not mean that Yemen 
is an earthly paradise or a fully-accom­
plished democracy. There is still a long 
way to go. I have read the worrying 
Amnesty International reports on tor­
ture, and I have always denounced the 
humiliation and violence to which 
Yemeni women are subjected. But 
despite these shortcomings the long 
process towards democracy is under­
way: it represents an uncomfortable 
model for the neighbouring countries, 
and its failure would bring great joy 
and relief to a lot of dictators and 
fanatics.

The outgoing Foreign Minister, 
whom I meet the day after the elec­
tions, is convinced of this: together we 
discuss the Community of 
Democracies, an initiative in which I 
strongly believe and on which the 
Transnational Radical Party is working 
hard. Yemen was relegated by the 
Council of the CoD to “observer” sta­
tus due, among other reasons- to the 
troubles during the 2001 elections; the 
government is now determined not 
only to win back its previous status, 
but also to become an active party to 
the initiative, supporting the extension 
of the current group of 10 convening 
countries and a review of the criteria 
for membership to make them more 
transparent and also open to appeal.

It is therefore now urgent that 
Europe should finally be politically 
involved, at the highest levels, in the 
developments in this country, support­
ing the delicate process towards 
democracy, and not only through 
financial aid, however invaluable and 
substantial. A tangible sign of this new 
interest would undoubtedly be the 
opening of a European Union delega­
tion in Yemen. I hope that President 
Prodi will manage to find a place, 
among his many priorities, to fulfil 
immediately this commitment that the 
European Commission made several 
years ago, perhaps with the support of 
the Italian presidency in the second 
half of this year.

COMMON 
SENSE

By Hassan Al-Haifi

We still have a 
long way to go
L

ast week, the people of Yemen again went 
through the agonizing and sometimes deadly 
process of proving to our leaders that yes, we 
want democracy and now we want it for us 
and not just to make the ruling establishment 

look nice with the donors and the other members of the 
international community. Yet, the establishment will con­
sider this to be one of their remarkable achievements, we 
should continue to be grateful for, notwithstanding all the 
negative attributes associated with government they have 
instilled, which we have come to “get used to”, because 
the regime here and there allows for some token sem­
blance of the democratic process. We say this knowing 
full well, that these elections will never be a real reflec­
tion of public sentiment towards the existing fait accom­
pli, to which we have surrendered. It is imperative to 
note that the majority of the common folk, who this 
observer talked to all indicated that they are going to the 
polling station to make it clear that voting should be a 
way of life in Yemen that should stay. They knew full 
well that there is bound to a lot of manipulations, maneu­
vering and cutthroat tactics practiced by the big parties, 
which have yet to institute democratic process within 
their organizations let alone pass it on to the general insti­
tutions that make up government. It is really time that we 
take the matter of democracy seriously, for it is the only 
way that will safeguard our independence, lest some for­
eign power decides to send its armed forces to impose 
democracy on us, as an excuse for serving their own nar­
row interests. More important, democracy is Islam in all 
its manifestations, although we find that some of those 
parties that wear an Islamic cloak, still feel that it is 
alright to define democracy and Islam to suit their own 
political and to a large extent material ambitions. It is 
time to start showing some real transparency throughout 
all the institutions involved in the election process, from 
the political parties, to the government organs overseeing 
the process. The fact of the matter is that had the election 
process went on according to real democratic process, 
most of those elected would not have gotten elected: The 
public treasury should not work for any of the political 
organs, ruling or opposition, not to mention the inde­
pendents, who really have to confront insurmountable 
odds just to get their candidacy accredited, let alone put 
up a fight against well entrenched political machines. 
Now the question arises, what is next? After all, the peo­
ple have chosen people who have promised to uphold 
their grudges against the way things have been managed 
in this country. There is no question in this observer’s 
mind that those who ran for parliament know full well 
what people are upset about, for they all promised to 
work for a change for the better. How? We do not know, 
but the results of the last election in some instances have 
shown that the really poor performers of the past were not 
allowed to take back their parliamentary seats. The peo­
ple did not like their attitude when they were in office and 
their attitudes outside of office (Some of them went on to 
prove their failure by insisting to make chaos out of the 
democratic process, by attacking polling places and steal­
ing the ballot boxes, because they could not handle their 
defeat in with any degree of sportsmanship. Thank God, 
that their communities indicated that they had enough of 
them!) It was regrettable that blood had to be spilled 
before everything was over, because of the fact that cer­
tain power brokers insist that government is theirs for the 
taking forever, and because they still view their power as 
being a right they can pass down from generation to gen­
eration. Therefore, one can easily conclude that if we can 
learn to overcome all the negative aspects that arose in 
this election, when the next elections come along, then 
we are on the road to fundamental developments, and the 
Yemeni people will have something to look forward to in 
the next bout. It is time that we pay attention to the 
development of awareness among the general population 
at least to let them know that democracy is their baby. At 
least they should know not to get fooled by those who 
break all their dignity by passing out food rations to them 
starting a couple of months before the elections. That is 
humiliating embezzlement and anathema to Islamic doc­
trine no matter how long a beard the culprits to this 
heinous crime have.
Six years is indeed a long time to have to wait to see our 
hopes come to the surface to be exploited by political 
activists just a few weeks before the elections and bury 
them once they get into their “elected” seats.
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Ending major combat operations gives way to...

The hard tasks
By Mohammed Khidr
Yemen Times staff
mmkhidr@yahoo.com

S
ix weeks after the beginning of 
Anglo-American military 
operations in Iraq, the U.S. 
president George W. Bush 
announced ending of the major 

combat operations there. This announce­
ment ushers the beginning of a stage that 
is more difficult and harder than the actu­
al military operations in Iraq. It is a hard 
task and stage not only for the allied 
forces but also for the Iraqi opposition 
factions, both those who were abroad and 
came with the invading forces and those 
inside. It is hard and bearing great chal­
lenges because it is a stage of reconstruc­
tion; first the development and services 
infrastructures and second the political 
life in prelude to establishment of a dem­
ocratic parliamentary state. Baghdad fell 
militarily to the allied forces since April 9 
and since then the whole situation is still 
unstable and normal life has not returned 
to Baghdad and the whole country. 
Everything in Iraq is still foggy and the 
entire picture is not clear yet. Despite the 
intensive military presence of the occupa­
tion forces the security situation is still 
out of full control. There are still looting 
and killing incidents here and there in 
Baghdad and many other cities in the 
country, most of these incidents happen 
under the very nose of the Anglo- 
American troops. The major security task 
taken by these troops is taking all meas­
ures and precautions to provide security 
for themselves alone, although according 
to Geneva conventions, the forces of 
occupation have to undertake keeping 
security and stability in that country in 
absence of any local government or 
power. So far the allied forces have not 
reinstated the Iraqi police and security 
forces to resume their duties in keeping 
security. There still only few Iraqi securi­
ty members employed for this purpose. 
All ministries and government institu­
tions, especially those relating directly to 

the people basic needs such as water, 
electricity and health are still semi­
closed. All members of the various mili­
tary forces in Iraq are out of their units 
and constitute a huge army of unem­
ployed people who have not received 
even their salaries for the past months of 
March and April. A consequence of 
which could force those unemployed 
people to commit various kinds of illegal 
acts to make for their basic needs to pro­
vide sustenance for their families, given 
the fact that majority of the Iraqi people 
are dependent on supplies provided for 
them in the program of oil for food 
endorsed by the UN according to the UN- 
Iraqi government memorandum of under­
standing. Perhaps the main reason behind 
delay of implementing the promises 
made by the American and British admin­
istrations before and during the war cam­
paign on Iraq is the fact that the allied 
forces are fully suspicious of all the Iraqis 
and they deal with them not as civilians 
but rather as enemy soldiers in a state of 
war with them. He allied forces do not 
trust any citizen and always suppose that 
he would be attacking them because so 
far they have failed to create with them 
bridges of trust by undertaking all tasks 
leading to establishment of security and 
return to normal life in all walks of life in 
the country. In order to win confidence of 
the people the allied forces should be 
instructed to begin fulfillment of heir 
promises to the Iraqi people when they 
said they came to "liberate” the country 
and the people from the former regime 
and not to behave as a force of occupa­
tion. All conduct of the allied forces in 
Iraq is seen as one of an occupation 
power. The allied force have to seek 
advice of the Iraqi political and social 
forces, whether those already inside Iraq 
or those who accompanied them in their 
military campaign and who constituted 
an opposition in exile, regarding the best 
ways and means for restoring normal life 
in Iraq. These people know well that 
Iraq’s administrative technical machinery 
is enough to carry out running the coun­
try’s various civil institutions and them 
that those people are skilled and well- 
trained and having an accumulated expe­

rience. All civil servants and members of 
police and the armed forces should be 
summoned to join their institutions to 
begin running them again under a joint 
supervision of the Iraqi political personal­
ities from inside and those who were 
abroad in cooperation with representa­
tives of the allied forces. This should be a 
measure given topmost priority especial­
ly during the period until an Iraqi interim 
government is formed because it is very 
detrimental for both the Iraqi people and 
the allied forces to leave the situation so 
loose till the completion of an interim 
government. Re-employment of all Iraqi 
administrative machinery is very urgent 
now and those who are proved to have 
committed offences and abuse of power 
during the ousted regime could be inter­
rogated and tried by Iraqi courts to 
receive the punishment they deserve. The 
majority of he people who worked, at 
various levels, with the former regime 
were not necessarily in accord with it or 
loyal to it in everything it did. Most of 
them criticized the regime’s acts and poli­
cies in their private meetings but dared 
not oppose it because of its fiercely sup­
pressive measures. Many members of the 
regime even some of those who were 
occupying senior civilian posts or mili­
tary ranks were not really supporting the 
regime, therefore when they found out 
that the higher leadership of the regime 
was at the brink of collapse, they aban­
doned it and preferred not to support it. 
That attitude is an evident indicator that 
they hoped to get rid of that leadership. 
Some of them even offered help in oust­
ing the leadership, and I'm sure the 
Americans and the British and leaders of 
the former opposition know them well.

Politically, all the Iraqi political forces 
have now to muster their efforts and join 
forces to speed up their consultations and 
practical measures to form and start the 
governance in Iraq and should not 
exclude any political organisations or par­
ties. A good start and a new chapter of fra­
ternal relationship should be inaugurated 
among all Iraq political factions, even the 
Baath party which was used by the 
regime as an umbrella of its rule. Tens of 
thousands of the Baath members have

discarded the organisation of the party 
and formed an underground opposition 
which could not declare their opposing 
stand against the regime for fear of its 
oppressive measures. The Iraqis inside 
and those Iraqis abroad know well the 
individual Baathists who have committed 
or supported suppressive policy of the 

former regime and those can be brought 
to justice to be tried on charges proved to 
have been perpetrated by them. The new 
regime in Iraq should not be based or 
founded on vengeance because it would 
lead to injustice and a cycle of violence 
and counter-violence. All the Iraqis all 
loyal and faithful patriots and love their 

country and people very much and are 
ready to defend and build their country 
with an exception of very few compared 
to the population of Iraq. The new Iraq 
must be the best example of a people and 
land unity entertaining equal opportuni­
ties in all walks of life under a constitu­
tional democratic regime.

Excellent Job Opportunity
Yemeni Nationals Only

A leading trading company is seeking a General Manager for their operations in Sana’a, Yemen. The General 
Manager will be responsible for leading, planning, and controlling the company’s activities and ensuring that 
budgeted sales and profit targets are met.

The ideal candidate:
■ Has 5-8 years of experience as a General Manager or Operations Manager (preferably in a trading 

organization), but we are flexible to interview candidates with 3-5 years of experience in the trading business
■ Has strong leadership, people management skills, and communication skills
■ Is a university graduate preferably with an Engineering or Business Management degree
■ Is fluent in Arabic and English languages, written and spoken

If you are the right candidate, please e-mail your resume to recruitinq@commandinfosec.com or fax it to +967-1- 
413743.

GENERAL MANAGER - BP OIL YEMEN
Attractive Package for the right candidate

BP, one of the world’s largest petroleum and petrochemicals groups, is 
seeking a mature and professional Yemeni for the post of General 
Manager, BP Oil Yemen, to manage the aviation business in Yemen. To 
qualify for this excellent career opportunity, you must be a Yemeni National; 
possess exceptional communication skills in both English and Arabic; be 
between 35 to 45 years of age; be degree educated; and have 
demonstrable management experience, preferably with a multinational 
company. You must have commercial awareness and bias for action, 
supported by good experience of working in Yemen.

Maintaining and developing strong relationship in Yemen with government 
bodies, local authorities, other stakeholders and your workforce is required, 
as are strong leadership skills. Equally important is the ability to grasp BP’s 
operating philosophy and the ability to motivate others to work to BP’s high 
Health, Safety and Environment standards.

As you will represent BP in Yemen, you will act as an ambassador for the 
Company, hence integrity and a commitment to conducting business in a 
professional and ethical manner is of paramount importance. The job is 
based in Aden, and you should be prepared to remain in Yemen for at least 
the next five years.

If you match the criteria and are looking to join a multinational company, 
please email your CV to bpmeiobs@me1.bp.com or post your CV to the 
Attn: Assistant HR Administrator, BP Middle East, P. O. Box 1699, Dubai, 
UAE, within a week of appearance of this advertisement, clearly marking 
the envelope with the post being applied for.
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mailto:recruitinq@commandinfosec.com
mailto:bpmeiobs@me1.bp.com
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Local Press
Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

Y
emeni local press this week has intensified its coverage of the 
parliamentary elections events that began on 27 April to select 
a new parliament. The coverage included the elections process 
throughout the country and the incidents and excesses that 
accompanied them especially because of the heated competition 

between the main parties; the GPC ruling party and the major opposition 
Congregation for Reform (Islam) party.

The coverage has captured the main headlines of press front pages on the 
main developments and incidents that accompanied the elections process. 
Columnists and writers almost devoted their writings and columns to analyze 
elections and expectations on results of polling throughout the country. The 
other heated topic tackled by the Yemeni press this week is the developments 
following the Anglo-American war on Iraq and its occupation by the allied 
forces. The press coverage also included the demonstrations and incidents tak­
ing place between Iraqi citizens and the allied forces deployed particularly 
inside the Iraqi cities and towns.

RAY weekly, 
organ of the Sons 
of Yemen League 
party, 29 April 
2003.

Main headlines:
Increased tension, expanded circle 
of dealings at undecided con­
stituencies
RAY party mourns late Dr Faris 
bin Jaradi

- One woman in the next parliament 
- GPC scores majority, an Islah sur­

prise in the capital
”A1-Arabiyah” offers minister al- 
Sahaf a job

- The NDI assesses the elections 
Qatar’s referendum on a constitu­
tion.

The newspaper’s editorial says noth­
ing is special about the elections 
except that they came after the pitched 
battles have decided the situation in 
Iraq and toppled the regime in Iraq, an 
event that shook the stagnant waters 
inside many forces and personalities. 
Because the elections came after the 
first shock of the political earthquake 
the term of ‘’change” has gained much 
ground in the political and information 
address of a good number of political 
parties, especially by the two main 
parties competing for the seats in the 
parliament, the GPC and the Islah. 
RAY party has for many years adopted 
that slogan as an axial issue for talcing 
the homeland out of the choking crisis 
and to move towards keeping pace 
with the age and requirements of its 
changes. The party feels happy for this 
quantitative change in others attitude 
that will make them closer to reality 
about the international developments 
that dictate inevitability of changes. If 
the concept of change gets out of the 
circle of slogans to practical applica­
tion, that would be a significant turn­
ing-point in the history of Yemen.

Al-Shoura weekly, 
organ of the 
Yemen People’s 
Forces Union 27 
April 2003.
Main headlines:

April 27, the people’s opportunity 
for change
Millions of voters choose the new 
parliament
Flagrant bias of official media 
Big success for the “Union” candi­
date in Hajja
GPC doubled number of the poor 
to nine millions.

The writer Suad al-Qadassy said in 
her article that the woman participa­
tion in decision-making occupies a 
special position within the analysis of 
her conditions as seen by perspective 
of the social gender that aims at 
enabling both man and woman to get 
the social opportunities and rights. It 
aims at having their effective and com­
plete participation in all social activi­
ties leading to realization of overall 
development and the required social 
change.

Ms al-Qadassy maintains that 
despite the available democratic mar­
gin and regarding the rights granted to 
the woman in the society and concern­
ing the available constitutional and 
legislative institutions, defining mech­
anisms of decision-making, its opera­
tions in Yemen are still characterized 
by:
- decisions at all levels to the highest 

ranks of the state are taken by the 
dominating elite of men. Thus they 
reflect a fatherly vision of the male 
interests,

- discrimination against women in the 
society leads to doubling the nega­
tive impact of the general policies 
against the woman. This discrimina­
tion affects women ability to gain 
economic, social, and political

opportunities and rights and this 
leads to the loss of potentials.
Continuation in dividing work on a 

basis of gender deprives women from 
gaining rights equaling them with men 
and leads to distancing them from tak­
ing part in economic, social and politi­
cal activities and decision-making.

Al-Balagh weekly, 
29 April, 2003.

Main headlines:
British newspaper: Tareq Aziz 
‘’sleeping spy” for the allied 
forces
Dr al-Eryani: Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hussein al-Ahmar, Speaker of the 
next parliament

- The warns against cult of personal­
ity of rulers, to learn from the 
Iraqi lesson

- Russian parliament deputy speak-

er: Saddam Hussein in Iraq, back 
to power after a year

- Elections results: Sweeping major­
ity for the GPC then Islah and the 
YSP

- U.S. Defense Secretary: We will 
redeploy our armed forces in the 
Gulf in line with Washington inter­
ests.

The editor in chief says in his article 
thus the polling operation for the new 
parliament has come to an end in calm 
atmospheres despite some simple inci­
dents here and there, but the general 
atmosphere was calm despite the fierce 
media war the political arena has seen 
a day before the elections. With the 
end of the polling operation there are 
some points that should be mentioned:

The first point is the GPC’s loss in 
nine constituencies in the capital. This 
is an indicator that must be studied. It 
means that the candidate and his party 
have private interests they want to 
obtain through elections. Generally 
speaking it can be said that the parties’ 
competition was not based on the elec­
toral platforms but rather a competi­
tion between partisan personalities and 
candidates’ individual practice.

Al-Mihaq weekly, 
organ of the GPC, 
28 April 2003.

Man headlines:
- Parliamentary elections: strong 

competition, large turnout and dis­
cipline

- Vote counting indicators point to 
GPC advance

- President Saleh: We want all par-

ties represented in the parliament, 
Democratic approach prevents 
conspiracies against rulers and 
peoples

- El-Eryani: Yemeni voter has 
absolute freedom in choosing the 
candidate
SCER: Small incidents accompa­
nied the polling operation.

Columnist Dr Abdulaziz al- 
Maqaleh thinks perhaps the Yemenis 
were luckier than their other Arab 
brethren in other countries during 
these critical moments in history. He 
says we have found the river of elec­
tions to wash with its water our souls

and agonies resulting from the tragedy 
that befell the sisterly country Iraq. 
The elections have consumed our time 
in their preparation, predicting their 
results and taking part in meetings and 
mass festivals. Our exceptional luck 
has made us preoccupied by the elec­
tions and turn our sights towards the 
future and democracy as it is one of 
the ways to salvage ourselves from the 
problems suffered by the countries 
whose peoples and regimes live in dif­
ferent worlds. The democracy which I 
mean is not that of the American ver­
sion nor did it come to appease its 
furious bull. It is the democracy that

came to satisfy aspirations of the peo­
ple and in application of the constitu­
tion principles and goals of the nation­
al struggle movement fixed since the 
forties. If this is the third attempt in 
the field of embodying the Yemeni 
parliamentary experiment since the 
unification, tens of Arab and friendly 
observers see in it an advanced step 
exceeding the previous experiments 
especially in regards preparation, 
response and rationality of competi­
tion. Some predict that these elections 
would result in a distinguished parlia­
ment in which all political spectra 
would take part.
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Preliminary statement of the NDI International Election 

Observer Delegation to Yemen’s April 27 legislative elections

T
his preliminary statement is 
offered by the international 
election observer delegation 
organized by the National 
Democratic Institute for 

International Affairs (NDI) to Yemen’s 
April 27, 2003 elections for members of 
its House of Representatives. The dele­
gation. totaling 30 observers from 11 
nations in Europe, North America, 
South America, the Middle East and 
North Africa, visited Yemen from April 
22 to 29. It included political leaders, 
present and former elected officials and 
experts in human rights, election 
processes and Yemeni history and poli­
tics.

The purposes of the delegation were 
to express the international communi­
ty’s interest in and support for a demo­
cratic election process in Yemen and to 
offer an accurate and impartial report on 
the character of the election process as 
far as it has developed. The delegation 
conducted its assessment on the basis of 
international standards, comparative 
practices for democratic elections and 
Yemeni law.

The delegation wishes to emphasize 
that it at this point NDI does not intend 
to render a conclusive assessment of the 
process, given that the tabulation of 
results for the House of Representatives 
elections have not been completed and 
any electoral challenges that may be 
lodged remain to be addressed. NDI 
does not seek to interfere in the election 
process. Ultimately, it will be the people 
of Yemen who determine the meaning 
and validity of the elections.

Summery of observations
The April 27 elections represent 

another significant step forward on 
Yemen’s path toward democracy; how­
ever. sustained and forceful efforts must 
be undertaken to remedy critical flaws 
in the country’s election and political 
processes.

These elections for the House of 
Representatives are the third legislative 
elections since Yemen’s unification in 
1990. They were marked by enthusiasm 
and determination by Yemenis to exer­
cise their right to vote and freely choose 
their representatives. This deepening 
sense of democratic entitlement is an 
important indication of Yemen’s 
progress as an emerging democracy. 
The elections also demonstrated a num­
ber of other positive developments, 
which are discussed in more detail in 
following sections. Nonetheless, the 
atmosphere of anxiety in the run-up to 
the elections caused by persistent vio­
lence, as well as heavy-handed and 
coercive measures on election day by 
elements of the ruling General People’s 
Congress in many polling centers across 
the country, significant incidents of 
underage voting and other problems and 
irregularities are troubling. While the 
vote tabulation is still underway and 
electoral appeals that may be lodged 
cannot yet be addressed, concerted 
steps to ensure the credibility of this 
election process and longer-term efforts 
to ensure the integrity of the political 
process are essential to further demo­
cratic progress.

Positive Developments in Yemen’s 
Election and Political Processes: 
Among the positive developments sur­
rounding these elections are:

Election day was relatively violence 
free with, according to the SCER, 14 
wounded and three dead as a result of 
election day violence. This reduction in 
violence resulted in part from: 
improved election administration; the 
declaration by the Supreme 
Commission for Elections and 
Referenda (SCER) of April 27 as a 
“weapons free day;” the joint press con­
ference of the Chairman of the SCER 
and the secretary-generals of the three 
main political parties broadcast two 
nights before the elections, calling for 
elimination of election-related violence; 
and the entering into a voluntary code 
of conduct by political parties on the 
eve of the official election campaign 
period, even though its impact was lim­
ited by its late adoption.

There were significant advancements 
in the professionalization of the SCER. 
including development of a profession­
al secretariat and impressive improve­
ments in both logistical preparations 
and the performance of officials at the 
polling station level (sub-commissions) 
compared to past elections.

A computerized voter registry was 
completed, with photos on the voter 
lists that match new voter identification 
cards. Voter registration of women was 
increased to over 43 percent of the reg­
istry, and electoral safeguards were 
added, including transparent ballot

boxes, counting of ballots at the polling 
center for the first time, announcing 
results on the spot and providing copies 
of results (tallysheets) to candidate 
agents.

Generally, voting procedures were 
well administrated, due to the dedicated 
performance by thousands of men and 
women election officials at the majority 
of polling stations (sub-commissions) 
observed by the delegation on election 
day.

All political parties participated in 
this election process, as compared to the 
boycott by Yemeni Socialist Party 
(YSP) and several smaller parties in the 
1997 legislative elections. There was 
active dialogue between the SCER and 
the political parties. There also was 
constructive dialogue among the parties 
and the SCER in the run-up to the elec­
tions. although the dialogue started late 
in the process.

A festive atmosphere existed in many 
places in the lead up to the polls and on 
election day, which demonstrated a 
sense of excitement and multi-party 
political competition, including the par­
ticipation of independent candidates.

A generally sound legal framework 
for elections is provided by the new 
election law and other election-related 
laws, although some important modifi­
cations are warranted.

Domestic nongovernmental organi­
zations mobilized over 25.000 accredit­
ed election monitors, and three impor­
tant domestic election observing organ­
izations cooperated in monitoring the 
voter registry, media monitoring, moni­
toring the nomination and election cam­
paign periods and election day process­
es. Also, the SCER was open to and 
encouraged the role of domestic elec­
tion monitors.

Flaws in Yemen’s Election and 
Political Processes: A significant num­
ber of critical flaws are apparent in 
Yemen’s election and political process­
es that must be addressed effectively 
and in a sustained fashion if democratic 
progress is to be advanced, otherwise 
public confidence in Yemen’s commit­
ment to democracy could be damaged. 
NDI delegates noted patterns of election 
law violations including political intim­
idation. underage voting, inappropriate 
behavior by security forces, vote buy­
ing, and obstruction by GPC counting 
commissioners. Serious incidents were 
witnessed in Sana'a. Aden. Ta’iz, the 
Hawdramowt and elsewhere. It should 
be noted that it is difficult to assess the 
electoral effect of the observed viola­
tions, and. as of this writing, a number 
of the problems noted in this statement 
appear to be being rectified, testifying 
to the improved nature of the election 
process compared to 1997. 
Nevertheless, there are serious prob­
lems that must be addressed which 
include:

The effect of persistent political vio­
lence over the years in Yemen has creat­
ed a state of anxiety that hinders robust 
political competition and curtails politi­
cal participation. Even though there was 
substantially less violence in the run-up 
to the 2003 polls, there were seven 
deaths and 40 people injured during the 
voter registration period, 14 gun battles 
with five wounded in the immediate 
pre-election period and. according the 
SCER, 14 wounded and three dead as a 
result of election-day violence. The rel­
atively high level of apprehension about 
political violence combines with threats 
and coercion to increase the potential 
impact on citizens’ decisions about 
whether to stand for office and how to 
exercise their choice on election day.

There was evidence in numerous 
polling centers on election day of coer­
cive tactics that undermined the integri­
ty of the process, for example:

The actions of GPC “work teams” at 
the women’s polling areas in Sana’a 
Constituency #10, where over 30 
women GPC activists (wearing GPC 
stickers and some wearing GPC hats) 
led women from the polling center 
entrance to their polling station (sub­
commission), placed GPC stickers on 
many of them, campaigned up and 
down lines from the polling stations’ 
doors and approached women immedi­
ately as they exited their sub-commis­
sion after voting, may well have had an 
undue influence on voters, as well as on 
activists of another party who com­

plained to NDI observers of being 
intimidated by these work teams. No 
election official nor any security official 
attempted to stop this obvious violation 
of the election law’s prohibitions 
against campaigning on election day 
and attempting to influence the choice 
of voters in polling stations; similar tac­
tics were used in other locations in 
Constituency #10.

In Sana'a Constituency #1, NDI elec­
tion observers witnessed vote buying 
which involved underage voters. 
Outside the sub-commission two indi­
viduals were exchanging money and 
reacted immediately to disassociate 
themselves from each other when the 
observers approached. Several minutes 
later, young men who admitted to being 
in 10th grade (approximately 15 years 
old), who had fingers inked from vot­
ing, then approached one of the men. 
holding out their hands, as if requesting 
payment.

Troubling examples of improper vot­
ing were brought to the attention of the 
delegation, and it witnessed instances of 
security forces interfering in the 
process; for example:

in Sana’a Constituency #10. a 
domestic election monitor and all three 
election officials told NDI observers of 
80-100 persons from the police acade­
my marking their ballots in the open for 
the ruling party within view of their 
superior officers, even though the elec­
tion officials instructed the voters to go 
into the voting booths. Security person­
nel attempted to prevent the domestic 
monitor from describing this to NDI 
observers, and they entered this sub­
commission uninvited, attempting to 
interfere with the officials describing 
this to the NDI team.

In Sana’a Constituency #1, plain­
clothes unaccredited security personnel 
were seen frequently speaking to voters, 
leading voters from the entrance of the 
centers directly up to the polling booth, 
sometimes past waiting voters in long 
lines, and were highly involved in pro­
cedures on election day. including the 
resolution of disagreements. Although 
the NDI observers could not determine 
the influence of these security personnel 
on the outcome of the election in this 
sub-commission, their presence and 
involvement in the process, lack of 
accreditation and absence of uniforms 
or security identification does not com­
port with the law or standards for dem­
ocratic elections.

The incidence of underage persons 
being entered onto the voter registry 
compromised the integrity of the elec­
tion process. The SCER estimates that 
at least 150.000 to 200.000 underage 
voters were entered on the voter reg­
istry. If concentrated more heavily in 
certain constituencies, these underage 
voters could have made a difference in 
the electoral outcome in some con­
stituencies. While it is not possible for 
the delegation to determine the effect of 
illegal voting by underage persons, 
practically all NDI observers noted sig­
nificant numbers of obviously underage 
voters.

At a significant number of vote 
counting commissions (where all ballot 
boxes are taken for counting within a 
voting center) and at constituency level 
tabulation centers (Main Commissions), 
the integrity of the election process was 
brought into question by the actions of 
appointed GPC commissioners, who 
blocked the count by walking out when 
another political party seemed likely to 
win the vote. This behavior was a bla­
tant misuse of the legal requirement that 
all three members of the commission 
must be present for the count to pro­
ceed. In some commissions the count 
was blocked for as many as 12 hours; 
the counting and tabulation process 
restarted, which demonstrates correc­
tive action as a result of interventions 
from national leadership; however, at 
this time it is not yet known whether the 
results were affected by the problems.

In just one specific example at a vot­
ing center in Aden Constituency #23, 
vote counting was stopped after gunfire 
was heard and the center evacuated. At 
12:05 p.m. counting resumed, showing 
Islah heavily in the lead. Some time 
later, the GPC candidate showed up at 
the commission screaming that a fraud 
was taking place. A shot was fired out­
side the commission, and security per­

sonnel ordered the facility cleared of all 
people. NDI observers reluctantly left, 
but remained outside the center; when 
they returned they noted that the ballots 
seemed to have disappeared.

Vote counting was stopped by GPC 
counting commissioners in Sana’a con­
stituencies 15, 11, 12, 18 and 19, and in 
several other constituencies around the 
country.

State control over Yemen’s broadcast 
media, as well as three national newspa­
pers and all but one of the country’s 
printing presses allows the government 
to dominate political news reporting. 
Media monitoring by domestic election 
observer organizations of national tele­
visions and radio broadcasts in six gov­
ernorates (provinces) documents pro- 
government bias that undermines the 
positive effect of free access to state 
media provided to political parties in 
the 19-day official election campaign 
period. The allocation of access time to 
broadcast party platforms (provided to 
each party that qualified more than 10 
candidates) is further undermined by 
the editing from the broadcasts of any 
criticism of other political parties or the 
government: the legitimate state interest 
in preventing hate speech or incitements 
to violence is thereby overextended to 
curtail legitimate political expression. 
This is more troubling in light of the 
investigating, charging and imprisoning 
of 30 journalists last year and the clos­
ing of three opposition newspapers, 
according to the US Slate Department’s 
Country Report on Human Rights 
Practices.

While the legal framework for elec­
tions is generally positive, a number of 
important modifications are warranted. 
For example, Yemen’s constitution 
(article 62) and the election law (sec­
tions 24 and 53) require that each of the 
301 constituencies for the House of 
Representatives respect equality of the 
vote by having equal populations, with 
a variation of not more than plus or 
minus five percent; however, the popu­
lation of constituencies varies far 
beyond this requirement and generally 
accepted international practices. In 
Sana’a alone the constituency popula­
tions vary from a low of 18,799 regis­
tered voters to a high of 59,707, and the 
problem has a national scope. While the 
delegation did not attempt to analyze 
any political impact of districting 
issues, the population disparities violate 
equality of the vote.

Yemen was the first country on the 
Arab Peninsula to enfranchise women. 
Women not only have the right to vote 
but progress was made this year in 
increasing the number of women on the 
voter register to over 43 percent of the 
total, from 1.8 million to 3.4 million 
women on the voter rolls. However, the 
number of women candidates for the 
House of Representatives has declined 
from 21 in the 1993 elections to 17 in 
the 1997 elections to just 11 in these 
elections. While cultural traditions tend 
to limit women's participation in public 
life, this year's added requirements for 
qualifying independent candidates hin­
dered an important avenue for women 
candidatures, and the political parties 
failed to take meaningful steps to pro­
mote women candidates within their 
ranks nor did they successfully com­
plete negotiations to set aside a number 
of seats for women.

In order to contribute to discourse 
about both immediate and longer-term 
steps to remedy flaws and build upon 
strengths in Yemen’s election and polit­
ical processes, a number of recommen­
dations are offered at the end of this 
statement. NDI will continue to monitor 
electoral related developments and will 
issue its final report on Yemen’s 2003 
election process in the near future. This 
and other NDI reports and materials on 
Yemen can be found on the Institute’s 
website at www.ndi.org.

The delegation and its work
The delegation held a series of exten­

sive meetings with government and 
electoral officials, political and civic 
leaders and representatives of the inter­
national community in in Sana’a. 
Among the individuals and organiza­
tions that the delegation met were: 
President of the Republic Ali Abdullah 
Saleh; Chairman of the SCER Khalid Al 
Sharif, other members of the SCER and 
members of its lead staff; the general­
secretaries of the General People’s 
Congress (GPC), Yemen Congregation 
for Reform (Al-Islah), Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP); leaders of other political 
parties that are members of the Joint 
Meeting Parties (JMP - a six-party 
coalition including Islah and YSP), the 
Alliances National Coordination

Council for Opposition (NCC, a seven 
party coalition including the GPC) and 
other parties; leaders of domestic non­
partisan election monitoring organiza­
tions, including the Civic Democratic 
Initiatives Support Foundation (CDF), 
School for Democracy and Youth 
Center (YC); and the International 
Foundation for Election Systems 
(IFES), United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP), the European Union 
and other representatives of the interna­
tional community concerned with the 
elections.

On April 25, NDI observers deployed 
to the following cities: Sana’a City and 
Sana’a Governorate; Aden; Ta’iz; 
Mukalla; Seyoun City; Lahej; 
Hodaidah; and Ibb. The types of meet­
ings conducted in Sana’a were replicat­
ed at the local level by the deployed 
teams. On election day, the teams 
observed the voting and counting 
process around the country in more than 
250 polling stations (sub-commissions), 
counting centers and constituency tabu­
lation centers (Main Commissions). 
Following the election, the observer 
teams returned to Sana’a to share their 
findings and contribute to the assess­
ment and recommendations included in 
this statement.

NDI believes that an accurate and 
complete assessment of any election 
must take into account all aspects of the 
electoral process, in addition to the 
political context in which it takes place. 
These include, among other issues to be 
addressed in NDI’s final report:

The legal framework for the elec­
tions;

The voter registration process;
The campaign period, including the 

campaign environment, media access 
and coverage and other elements:

The voting process;
The counting process;
The tabulation and announcement of 

results;
Resolution of election complaints 

and appeals and the application of sanc­
tions for election violations;

The process for the seating of win­
ners of the elections.

NDI’s work since 1993 with Yemeni 
political parties and civic organizations 
to help them strengthen their participa­
tion in electoral processes, the 
Institute’s offering of advice to electoral 
authorities in the last year to help 
increase electoral integrity and NDI’s 
observation of past Yemeni elections all 
contributed to this delegations under­
standing. Recent NDI activities have 
included: political party development 
and campaign training at the local and 
national levels; ongoing consultations 
with the SCER on the voter registration 
campaign and preparations for the April 
elections; and support for non-partisan 
domestic monitoring of the voter regis­
tration period and of election day. The 
activities of this delegation were sepa­
rate from these other programs but have 
been informed by them, and the delega­
tion cooperated with domestic monitor­
ing organizations as part of its observa­
tion efforts.

Recommandations
From NDI’s experience in more than 

50 countries in transition toward 
democracy, it is clear that confidence in 
elections and broader political process­
es and a perception of fairness are as 
important as the letter of the law. The 
government and ruling party have a spe­
cial responsibility therefore not only to 
ensure that the election process is 
administratively correct and minimum 
international standards are met, but that 
the process is free from even the per­
ception of unfairness. At the same time, 
all parties share an obligation to 
respond to the challenge of entering 
constructive partnerships to create real 
democratic progress. In Yemen, the 
government, election authorities, politi­
cal parties and civic organizations have 
all committed themselves to developing 
an open society and pluralist political 
competition. These elections demon­
strate clear progress in these respects. It 
is in this context and in the spirit of 
international cooperation that the NDI 
offers the following recommendations.

The SCER and its subordinate elec­
toral commissions should do everything 
possible to complete immediately the 
vote tabulation process, announcement 
of results, and declaration of winners 
for the April 27 elections. Candidate 
and political party representatives, 
domestic election monitors, and others, 
should be included in every step of this 
process in order to ensure transparency 
and to build confidence in the outcome 
of the elections.

The SCER should review all inci­

dents of election day problems, and 
develop measures to eliminate them in 
future elections, including particularly 
the enforcement of the prohibition 
against election day campaigning, espe­
cially within voting centers. The SCER 
should also take steps to ensure the 
enforcement of the prohibition against 
the entry by unauthorized personnel, 
including plain-clothed security offi­
cials, from entering the voting centers. 
The enforcement of election laws and 
regulations in the campaign period as 
well as on election day is critical to 
establishing genuine election processes.

The SCER should take effective steps 
to correct deficiencies in the voter reg­
istry, particularly the appearance of 
underage persons. Political leaders 
should consider developing continuous 
voter registration, perhaps based upon a 
comprehensive civil registry.

A careful review of the election law 
should be undertaken to correct defi­
ciencies which may have negative 
effects on the integrity of the registra­
tion, voting and counting processes, for 
example, the law should be changed so 
that not more than one member from 
each political party may sit on an elec­
tion commission, and commissions 
should be empowered to conduct their 
activities even if only two of the three 
members are present. Further review 
should be conducted in order to identify 
additional steps to help eliminate politi­
cization of election commissions at all 
levels.

In order to comply with constitution­
al requirements, a comprehensive rede­
finition of constituency boundaries is 
required. To be successful, such a 
process must not only respect the prin­
ciple of equality of each person’s vote, 
but it must avoid drawing constituency 
boundaries that deliberately disadvan­
tage particular political parties. 
Redistricting, therefore, should be 
undertaken through an inclusive politi­
cal process that respects long-term 
national interests, rather than short-term 
political gains for any specific party.

In order to encourage women candi­
dates for public office, Yemen’s politi­
cal leaders should consider affirmative 
steps taken by other countries, such as 
the voluntary party-based quota system 
in Morocco, the setting aside of seats 
specifically for women, as in Jordan and 
Bangladesh, the requirements for gen­
der parity in candidacies adopted by 
France, and similar measures in effect 
in Argentina.

Effective measures must be taken to 
achieve balanced political coverage in 
the state-owned news media. A provi­
sion of access to both broadcast and 
print media for political parties is nec­
essary beyond any official election 
campaign period. Moreover, regulations 
should be promulgated to eliminate 
political bias in the state-owned media. 
Restrictions against political expres­
sions including criticism of political 
parties and the government, should be 
eliminated.

Steps taken in the election campaign, 
including the adoption of a voluntary 
code of conduct by the political parties, 
should be furthered in the period fol­
lowing the election in order to help cre­
ate an environment which is more con­
ducive to political participation beyond 
the elections.

Confusion between the role of the 
ruling political party and the state in 
Yemen is highlighted in election peri­
ods, as voters may not distinguish 
between political activity and the prop­
er role of state officials, governmental 
agency services and security forces. 
Broad civic education efforts are there­
fore needed to highlight the separation 
between state agencies and the govern­
ing political party. This should include 
increased training and professionaliza­
tion of security forces.

Conclusion
The people of Yemen and the coun­

try’s political leaders have expressed 
their commitment to achieve pluralistic 
political competition, women’s full par- 
ticipation in the political precess and 
democratic governance. The challenge 
now facing the country is to establish 
firmly the institutions and processes 
needed to achieve these goals. The April 
27 elections represent another signifi­
cant step in Yemen’s development as an 
emerging democracy. NDI is grateful 
for the warm welcome and continuing 
partnership that has been extended to it 
by Yemen's governmental, political and 
political leaders over more than a 
decade. The Institute remains commit­
ted to assisting those in Yemen who are 
striving to advance the democratic 
process.

http://www.ndi.org
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National Cigarettes &  Matches Industries Ltd.-Aden Celebrates Anniversary

32 years of development 
and growth

Establishment
T he National Cigarettes and Matches 

Industries Ltd-Aden was established on 
May 25, 1970. Its origin was Arabian 
Match Company LTD. (AMCO). It was 
followed by the National Tobacco

Manufacturing Factory in 1973 then Filter 
Manufacturing Unit.
It was all within the mixed sector (governmental 
and private sectors). On August 16. 1978 the two 
companies, AMCO and August Tobacco & 
Cigarettes Industries LTD. were integrated into one 
company called (National Cigarettes and Matches 
Industries LTD-Aden).
The first part, the (government), which contributed 
to the company’s capital, occupied the company’s 
administration instead of the second part (private 
sector). But after the unification of the country on 
May 22nd 1990, the private sector was able to 
increase the company’s capita with an amount of 
(USD 3,000,000). As a result, the contraption 
percentage was altered so that the private sector 
got 60% and the government got 40%. The 
company was then ran by the private sector 
starting from 1991. It is expecting that there will be 
another change in the contribution percentage as 
the new plant for Tobacco in Mansora, which is financed by the 
private sector, starts its production.

Activities of the company
The company is producing two kinds of cigarette brands: 
(RADFAN), which is a national product that is produced 
according to international standards and which has brought 
great success to the company due to its high quality, and (PALL 
MALL) the first brand under license of the B.A.T International.

Commercial Activities
The company is importing (Roll your own Tobacco), and 
(Tobacco Papers) from Europe.
The company also deals with the biggest international 
companies and some of the company delegations or cadres 
have visited those companies' headquarters to pay field visits 
to learn the new methods and equipment used in tobacco and 
cigarette industry. The company’s cadre also visited many 
tobacco plants in order to exchange experiences and get 
acquainted with the latest developments in this field.

Company’s Participation in International Exhibitions 
Due to the high quality of our products. RADFAN and PALL 
MALL, we got many golden certificates from: Boldief 
Exhibition in Bulgaria - Lybezig Exhibition in Germany- 
Madrid Exhibition in Spain - Damascus international 
Exhibition in Syria - Baghdad Exhibition in Iraq and 
Djibouti Exhibition in Djibouti.

Social activities of the company
What is unique about our company is the 
respect to the good administration by the society 
for the company's human and social activities as 
the company supports and finances the youth, 
the handicapped, rehabilitation funds, and city 
face lifting efforts as well as cultural 
development as it believes that it has a role to 
play as part of the society.
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T
he National Cigarette 
& Match Industries 
Ltd -Aden celebrated 
its 32nd anniversary 
in Aden on the 24th

April in the presence of many VIPs 
and businessmen, along with dealers 

and clients of the company. Shiekh 
Saleh Ba Thawab Chairman of Board 
of Directors of the company along with 
Mr. Hassan Al-Sakkaf General Manager 
received and welcomed the guests.
In the lunch celebration held on this 
occasion, Mr.Abdulwahhab Sharaf 
Deputy General Manager for Financial Affairs 
delivered a speech on behalf of the company in 
which he welcomed the guests and praised all 
employees and staff of the company for their 
efforts throughout the past year. The administration 
expressed its hopes that the staff had benefited 
from the training courses delivered to them through 
the company and it hopes they will apply the new 
skills and knowledge at work. Mr. Sharaf also 
thanked the Ministry of Finance for its assistance 
and efforts as supervisor of the company, and he 
also thanked Mr. Taha Ahmed Ghanim, the Governor 
of Aden for his continued efforts to encourage 
investment and trade in the governorate.
Mr. Sharaf concluded his speech by congratulating 

the staff for the success in the past 
year and welcomed the new agents 
and retailers of the company who 
joined in January 2003.
Certificates of merit were distributed 
by Mr. Ba Thawab to the staff and 
agents as an appreciation note for 
their efforts and contribution to the 
success of the company. The staff 
and agents in their turn expressed 
their gratitude for the good and 
encouraging treatment they received 
from the administration. They pointed 
out that this encouragement pushes 
them to work harder and give more to 
the company.

On his part, Shiekh Saleh Ba Thawab said: "We are glad 
to celebrate with the company's employees and 
workers on this annual occasion organized by the 
company.”
He further indicated that support of the political 
leadership represented by the president of the republic 
for his continuous support in facilitating investment 
opportunities.
This has played a pivotal role in making a success of 
the private sector.
“His Excellency, the President of the Republic has. on 
every occasion, paid full attention to promoting 
investment inside the country in order to push the 
wheel of progress for the better and invest the 
immigration capitals,” Shiekh Ba Thawab noted.
Shiekh Ba Thawab concluded that such progress and 
development has coincided with the 27th April 
elections, the democratic day for the third time.
On his part, Abdussalam Ba Thawab. the Vice 
Chairman of the Board of Directors said that the 32 rd 

Anniversary of the company is the means to 
exchange viewpoints with the employees and 
company agents in all the governorates of the 
republic.
This will help most of staff to tackle their 
problems and giving their opinions and 
proposals and assessing the results for the 
coming year in the field of sales and 
distributions.
Mr. Abdussalam further noted that the 
company has been always seeking to 
increase the level of distribution and publicity 
through its distributors and its agents 
throughout the republic.
Mr. Hassan al-Saqqaf, the acting General 
Manager, said that the high attendance in the 

company’s celebration is a clear testimony of 
the prestigious position the company enjoys. It 
is also an symbol of the company's interest to 
promote its employees.
He added that the company is featured by Its 
best qualities and enjoys high international 
standards and therefore international 
certificates have been granted to the 
company.
Mr. Ahmed Shamsan, Company Secretary 
said: "We are grateful for the company's 
continuous support represented by efforts 
of Shiekh Saleh Ba Thawab. the Chairman 
of the Board of Directors on his keen 
interest to hold this anniversary.”

Sheikh Saleh Bathawab, 
Chairman of Board of 
Directors

Abdussalam Ba Thawab. 
Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Directors

Mr. Hassan Al-Sakkaf.
General Manager

Mr. Ahmed Shamsan. 
Company Secretary

Mr. Abdulwahhab Sharaf. 
Deputy General Manager 
for Financial Affairs
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I. What to Say
Situations and expressions (47):
Describing work experience (II)

T
here are a number of expressions conveying 
one’s attitude to work. They typically reflect 
one’s personality traits in general and their 
commitment, devotion and dedication to duty in 
particular. So here are a few more expressions 
capturing different attitudes to work:

• There’s due incentives for hard work.
• One feels a spontaneous impulse to put in one’s 

best. The feedback is instantaneous and 
encouraging.

• It makes me grow professionally.
• A very enriching experience, indeed: 

personally, intellectually and professionally.
• I’m going steady in my job.
• It’s exasperating, a donkey’s job.
• It’s boring and monotonous.
• O God! I feel it’s the dead end.
• So many bottlenecks at every stage. You feel 

insecure every moment.
• It sucks blood out of me. I hate it.
• It’s exhausting, taxing beyond measure.
• It’s tedious and soul-destroying.
• The moment I enter the office I become a part of 

the machine; it’s so mechanical and tiring.
• An unmitigated boredom: that’s precisely my 

work experience.
• It’s so frustrating to be part of a soulless 

profession. To make matters worse, I’m badly 
paid.

• The worst part of the job is that it requires 
unskilled, manual labor and offers no scope for 
creativity.

II. How to Say it Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. This man always puts on black shoes.
2. I wear my clothes in the morning.
3. Rami does not afraid from anybody.
4. Thousands were injured in the war.
5. He was wounded in a motor accident.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. I was absent once or twice.
2. He rises very early in the morning.
3. Telling lies is a very bad habit. 

Note: A ‘habit’ is personal and belongs to an 
individual, but ‘custom’ is social and belongs to 
a community.

4. This is the scene of a beautiful lake. 
Note: A ‘scene’ refers to one particular place, 
while ‘scenery’ refers to the general appearance 
of a country and cannot be pluralised.

5. These two boys help each other. 
Note: ‘Each other’ is usually used when there are 
two persons being referred to, while ‘one 
another’ is used when there are more than two 
persons.

III. Increase your word power
A) How to express it in one word
1. Make people, animals, or clothes thoroughly wet.
2. To clean and prepare meat for cooking.
3. The first row of raised seats in a theatre.
4. The last rehearsal of a play before its public 

performance.
5. To wear someone’s clothes for fun.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. A bridge that can be pulled up to let ships pass: 

drawbridge (n)
2. Room in which guests are received: drawing 

room (n)
3. To stretch something in space and time: draw 

out (vt)
4. A very attractive person of the opposite sex: 

dreamboat (n)
5. A beautiful and happy place that exists only in 

one’s imagination: dream-land (n)

B) Foreign phrases and expressions

Use the following expressions in sentences
1. angst; 2. decor; 3. defacto;
4. dejavu; 5. dejure

Answers to last week’s questions
1. debut (Fr) (a first public appearance): The 

actress made her debut in a children’s film.
2. chauffeur (Fr) (driver of a car who is paid for his 

services): He is employed as a chauffeur.
3. compos mentis (Lat) (with a sound mind): I 

hope you would maintain compos mentis before 
the exam.

4. deo volente (Lat) (God willing): Deo volente, we 
will surmount the problem.

5. cul-de-sac (Fr) (a blind alley, open at one end 
only): We seem to have reached a cul-de-sac.

C) Words commonly confused
Bring out differences in meaning of the following 
pairs of words
1. responsible, responsive
2. halo, hello
3. beatification, beautification
4. apposite, opposite
5. among, between

Answers to last week’s questions
Quite can have two different meanings according to 

the context
a completely/extremely. Example: I’m quite sure. 

She is quite happy with her husband.
b. To a certain extent. Example: The food was 

quite good.
So, the meaning of ‘quite’ depends on the word it 
refers to in a certain context.
In speech the tone with which it is used gives a clue 
to its meaning
‘Fairly’ and ‘rather’
‘Fairly’ has a positive meaning whereas ‘rather’ has a 
negative meaning and conveys what the speaker 
doesn’t want. ‘Rather’ is used in comparison only.
Example: The weather today is fairly good.
You are rather luckier to have passed in the exam.

D) Idioms and phrases
Use the following phrases in sentences
1. back away
2. a back handed compliment
3. in the background
4. background information
5. put one’s back into

Answers to last week’s question
1. back up (to support): All Arab countries back up 

the Palestine cause.
2. backtrack (to go back over the same path): The 

government is backtracking from its electoral 
promises.

3. get in through the back door (to get a job 
through having an unfair advantage): He is trying 
to take advantage of his father’s position and get 
in through the back door.

4. back out (to fail to fulfil a promise): Once he 
gives a promise, he sticks to it and doesn’t back 
out at the last moment.

5. back onto (to be near to at the back): The house 
backs onto the river.

IV. Grammar and Composition
A) Grammar
Change the following sentences so that you make 
just one sentence which contains a noun followed 
by at least one adjectival phrase.
Example: In Yemen Times you find many interesting 
articles. These are written by Ismail Al-Ghabry 
In Yemen Times you find many interesting articles 

written by Ismail al-Ghabry.
1. Mohammed bin Sallam is a freelance journalist. 

He works in Sana’a.
2. Near Tahrir square there is a new block of flats. 

Ramzy lives there. (Ramzy lives...)
3. Near his parents’ home there is a beautiful house. 

It was built in 1958. Basham once set his heart on 
it. (Basham ...)

4. Nasry has a lot of friends. They live in the center 
of Sana’a. That’s the problem.

5. Masani is considering the idea of buying a new 
car. The idea was suggested by his friend Hayaf.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. a. I’d like to live in a house constructed newly. 

(Past Participle)
b. I’d like to live in a house facing the sea. (Present 

Participle)
c. I’d like to live in a house near the city center. 

(Preposition)

2. a. I have never met anyone bent upon revenge. 
(Past Participle)

b. I have never met anyone having such robust 
optimism. (Present Participle)

c. I have never met any one with such pleasing 
manners. (Preposition)

3. a. Books read tend to interest me more than books 
unread. (Past Participle)

b. Books describing adventure tend to interest me 
more than books narrating uninteresting events. 
(Present Participle)

c. Books in the bookshop tend to interest me more 
than books with me. (Preposition)

4. a. Children interested to spoil their parents’ fun 
really get on my nerves. (Past Participle)

b. Children crying all the time really get on my 
nerves. (Present Participle)

c. Children with running nose really get on my 
nerves. (Preposition)

5. a. Television programs designed to boost viewers’ 
morale are very stimulating. (Past Participle)

b. Television programs showing scientific themes 
are very stimulating. (Present Participle)

c. Television programs on the lives of great men 
are very stimulating. (Preposition)

B) Composition
Expand the idea contained in the maxim

16. KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

Answers to last week’s questions
15. THE CHILD IS THE 
FATHER OF THE MAN

This line by the English Romantic poet Wordsworth 
depicts his conception of the child’s latent capacity 
and knowledge. The child is in possession of the 
unique treasure of natural piety. He worships at the 
innermost shrine of heart where the grown up man is 
unable to enter because he has lost the purity of his 
mind by his ignoble association with the mundane 
affairs. Moreover, the child in addition to being 
pious, ‘knows more’ than the grown up man about 
God. The child is a ‘mighty prophet, a seer blest’. 
Obviously, Wordsworth is emphasizing the greater 
innocence and wisdom of the child. The poet is 
placing the child in the category of a seer and not 
calling him an undeveloped man. Just as father 
deserves our respect, in the same way the child also 
deserves our respect rather than our contempt. We 
should not teach him, but have the humility to learn 
from him. It is in this sense that the poet Wordsorth 
calls the child the ‘Father of the man’.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

“To Allah belongeth all 
That is in the heavens 

And on earth.
He forgiveth whom He pleaseth 

And punisheth whom He pleaseth; 
But Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 

Most Merciful.” 
S3:Al 29

VI. Words of Wisdom
“Our content is our best having.”

—Shakespeare

Book Review

A Concise History of English
Reviewed by Dr. R. N. Nandyal 
Associate Professor 
Center of Languages, 
Taiz University, 
Taiz

T
he book entitled A Concise 
History of English is writ­
ten by Professor Dr. 
Thakur who is a well- 
known figure in the field 
of English studies and who can be 
called the “Father of English 

Education In Yemen” for the contribu­
tion he has made for the last twenty 
two years to this part of the world in 

the field of English 
language and litera­
ture. The book con­
sists of eleven 
chapters with pithy 
epigraphs, besides 
the Preface and 
selected references. 
It is no exaggera­
tion if I say that the 
book under review 
is eminently read­

able. Twenty-five years age, when I 
read A.C. Baugh’s A History of The 
English Language, C.L. Barber’s The 
Study of Language and Otto 
Jesperson’s Growth and Structure of 
The English Language, I thought their 
styles were inane and vapid whereas I 
can vouch for the scintillating and 
inspiring style of the author of the 
present book.

In the Preface to the book, Prof. 
Thakur says: “In my opinion the histo­
ry of English and, in fact, the history of 
any language is bound to be deplorably 
incomplete if it does not take into 
account the way the language has been 
used in literary texts and the role that 
the literary authors have played from 
time to time in shaping the form and 
the destiny of that language.” In the 
present book while discussing each 
period /age, Prof. Thakur invariably 
refers to the contribution made by the 
poets and writers to the growth of 
English language.

Some of the striking features of the 
book are the discussions on “English 
as a World Language”, “The Impact of 
the Feminist Movement” and “ 
American English”. In “The 
Importance of American English”, the 
author raises profound questions: 
“Will American English also surpass 
British English as the dialect spoken in 
and around London, Oxford and 
Cambridge surpassed the variety of 
English spoken in the south-west of 
England? A stream, says a proverb, can 
never rise above its source. Will the 
metaphorical content of the proverb 
proven false in the case of American 
English?” (P.222)

Moreover, the book is suffused with 
philosophical and literary statements. 
For instance:

“Women have at times played a cru­
cial role in giving an unexpected turn 
to history and this is what happened in 
the history of Christianity in English.” 
(P.23)

“...Perhaps no battle in the history 
of the world led to a drastic change in 
the basic character of a language as 
The Battle of Hastings in 1066 did in 
the case of the English language.” 
(P.54)

“It would be naive to suggest that in 
the interaction between history and 
etymology the gain will always be one-

sided. When two disciplines interact, 
the interaction enlivens and enriches 
both the sides. Etymology may have to 
obtain more from history than it may 
have to offer. It needs to be recognized, 
nevertheless, that the insights arising 
out of a study of the history of the 
words may fill numerous small little 
gaps of information here and there and 
can even be used as corroborative evi­
dence of a fairly crucial nature at 
times.” (P.249)

“ History repeats itself in the sense 
that though no two events of history 
are exactly identical, the same basic 
human tendencies, the same instinctual 
drives for being and becoming, the 
same profound urge to conquer death, 
the same human urge to attain great 
heights intertwined with the same ani­
mal impulse to be mean, selfish, jeal­
ous, and irrational manifest themselves 
in all our actions again and again.” 
(P.249)

“Man considers it a misfortune to be 
drowned but what shakes the very core 
of his existence is the fear to be 
drowned in the endless sea of oblivion. 
Urchins’ secret attempt to scratch 
themselves on stone monuments, stone 
statues built in the memory of people 
we would like to be remembered for a 
long time, the desire to exist at least in 
the form of photographs and portraits 
after one’s death, painters writing their 
names at the bottom of their paintings 
and the like are some of the manifesta­
tions of man’s instinctual desire not to 
be forgotten.” (P.250)

“‘What is in a name?’ says Juliet to 
Romeo and adds that ‘what we call a 
rose/ By any other name would smell 
as sweet.’ Romeos and Juliets living in 
an imaginative world of romance and 
poetic beauty may say that there is 
nothing in a name but if we study 
names from the points of view of their 
etymology, we will find that most 
names have a fascinating 
history.”(P.238)

In fact, these words, leading the 
readers to philosophical heights and 
literary depths, serve as “foreground­
ing”- attention calling devices- in the 
book. After going through the book-, 
which is interspersed with appropriate 
quotations, literary as well as philo­
sophical-, the readers would proclaim:

“History after all is the true poetry. 
And reality, if rightly interpreted, is 
grander than fiction.”

Finally, I recommend this book to all 
the students and teachers of English 
Language and literature in Yemen.

Prof. D. Thakur

YOUTH 
FORUM

How to be fluent speakers of English
Dear classmates,

Have you ever thought of 
being able to speak English 
as fluently as any of your 
teachers? For me, I think it is 
possible. But the question is, 
how to achieve that?

Many students of English
are often heard arguing. "Ideas in English do 
not come to us as naturally as they come in 
Arabic." In this context you should not forget 
that English is a foreign language to you, but 
Arabic is your mother tongue. In order to 
gain fluency in any language, you must use 
it in different contexts as often as you can. 
It seems tiring, doesn't it? But you can get 
proficiency in any language if you work hard. 
Then you will be surprised when you find 
yourself thinking in that language easily and 
naturally.

No doubt, you will gradually acquire some 
common words in English through your 
study, but it is not enough to memorize 
them. You should use them in different con­
texts and situations. When you do that, 
those words will become your own.

To be a fluent English speaker, you must 
practice it every day. As a student of English, 
you should read, write, speak and listen to 
English as often and as much as you can. 
You should try to read a lot of books in sim­
ple English. Try to act dialogues aloud with

yourself when you are alone, and shout or 
whisper the lines for a change. Another way 
to be a fluent English speaker, is that when 
you hear a new word or structure, say it a 
few times to yourself before writing it down 
Practice it several times, not just once.

It is a truism that language is practice, so 
you should practice a new word or structure 
more than once. You should listen to news in 
English on the radio and TV regularly. It is a 
call to you, my classmates, to speak with 
your partners. Assert yourself among the 
English speakers; make mistakes but look 
for the correction. And never feel bashful 
(shy) to speak in English, with your class­
mates or your teachers. Speaking a lot will 
give you self-confidence.

My classmates, don't worry too much 
about grammatical mistakes during a dis­
cussion or a conversation. You should not 
worry about others laughing at you when 
you make mistakes because it is better to 
make mistakes now rather than in front of 
your students in future. And remember, my 
dear, if you love something sincerely, you 
will surely achieve it Finally lets remind our­
selves that where there is a will, there is a 
way.

Good luck to you in learning English.
By Mohammed Ahmed Al-Kamali

Third level
Faculty of Education, Al-Mahweet
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Arms in Yemen (Part I of II):
A source of pride or instability

BY Ezzeddine Saeed Al-Asbahi, 
Chairman
Human Rights Information and Training 
Center
hritc@y.net.ye

V
isitors to Yemen are shocked 
to see a wide-spread of 
small arms and light 
weapons, particularly in the 
rural areas, as arms in 

Yemen are part of the national character, 
and it is linked to the norms and tradi­
tions, more than being means of vio­
lence and killing.

Arms spread among various social 
groups, even among university students, 
it is very common to see arms during 
various festivals and occasions - newly 
wedded youth are very keen to get their 
pictures snapped while carrying their 
RK47!

Arms are means of expression in 
Yemen as well. Gunshots are used to 
express joy, anger or to welcome guests. 
In weddings also the barrage of bullets is 
an expression of happiness. Gunshots 
are also use to call others and convey 
certain messages instead of loudspeak­
er; for instance if a car passed by, one 
shot could stop it, two is a warning, more 
shots mean that there is an attack...! 
Arms in Yemen are a source of pride; 
they determine the social status.. Before 
going into deep details I would like to 
define the term of arms in this paper.

Definition of Arms:
When talking about arms we strictly 

refer to the firearms and explosives, not 
daggers and swords, as all Yemeni deals 
with daggers as social heritage, so the 
dagger (Djanbia) will not come under the 
term arms.

Yemeni law defines weapons as: 
(every personal firearms whatsoever and 
every part it or piece of its spare parts 
and it includes rifles, machine guns, 
revolvers/pistols and it guns) article (1) 

provision (5) of Yemeni Arms Regulating 
code.

From this definition we came to know 
that arms meant are the firearms, either 
rifles or machine guns or hunting guns, 
with the emphasis that they are “per­
sonal weapons” those which belong to 
the citizens, other army or security per­
sonnel weapons are not included. 
Therefore, we talk here about the vol­
ume of personal firearms that are out­
side the frame of the official institutions 
of the country.

Volume of the arms:
Till date there is no accurate statistic 

for the number of arms in Yemen and 
their circulation. The current number of 
arms is merely press statement but it 
does represent a documented study to 
the arms. Yemeni media estimate puts 
the total small arms and light weapons at 
50 million pieces according to various 
official statements. However, these 
sources do not claim that they put this 
figure following a statistical study to the 
situation, it is merely based on guessti­
mate.

We can easily doubt this figure by 
revising the reality. The figure of 50 mil­
lion pieces of arms means threefold of 
the Yemen population, and when we 
examine this figure we can easily notice 
how exaggeration it is, and when we go 
back to population census and demo­
graphic indicators, we found that 
Yemen’s population according to 1997 
census are 16.48 million; 8.23 million 
males (49.90%) and 50.1% females. 
Percentage of population below 15 years 
of age are 48.83%, out of which 50% are 
males, accordingly we can limit the num­
ber of males who can carry weapons at 
not more than one forth of the population 
i.e. 4.5 million persons. If we divide the 
estimated number, 50 million time 4.5 
million persons, then every person in 
Yemen should have more than 12 pieces 

and it is obviously exaggerated. Taking in 
consideration that most of urban 
dwellers do not carry weapons, as the 
arms mainly available in the rural areas, 
where law legalizes carrying of arms 
without prior license. Also we should 
note that most of the central and south­
ern Yemen’s population are not tending 
to carry arms, and it does not represent 
any social need or habit for them; this 
proves the limited geographical circula­
tion of arms, and confirms again that the 
estimated number of arms requires more 
accurate study.

Variety of arms:
Although Yemeni laws have legalized 

the carrying of small firearms only, there 
is an arsenal of heavy and medium 
weapons in Yemen, possessed by tribes 
who are in constant skirmishes with each 
other. In recent reportage-in April 2001- 

a journalist describes arms market say­
ing he saw a massive quantity of differ­
ent weapons piled in the shops, and here 
I quote “ the arms were displayed ran­
domly, bombs are piled above each 
other as well as land mines in the ground 
or wooden shelves. Revolvers and 
ammunitions and small arms were kept 
in drawers while machine guns are dis­
played outside".

Arms in Yemen are imported from dif­
ferent countries; Russia, USA, Czechia, 
Brazil, France, UK, Spain and Korea, 
and price range between $ 50 for pistols 
to 500 for RK 47 machine-guns.

Now we come to the legal point of 
view in carrying and circulating of 
weapons.

Continued next week

A kid and his relative shooting targets as a usual as their hobby in Marib 
region
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