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Now that amnes

IMOHAMMED AL-QADHI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

SANAA - Questions are being
asked throughout the country on
whether the man who used to be the
second during 1990-1994, Ali Salim
Al-Bied will be back to his home-
land. Those questions were raised
after President Ali Abdullah Saleh
decreed amnesty to him along with
15 other leaders of 1994 civil war.
The president’s decision invited dif-
ferent responses from different polit-
ical parties and politicians. The pos-
sible return of Haider Abu Bakr al-
Attas, al-Bied’s prime minister dur-
ing the 1994 war, is also in question.

The Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP)
welcomed Saleh’s pardon which the
YSP has been calling for since late
1994 and was the reason behind its
boycott of parliamentary elections in
1997. In a statement issued on the
13th anniversary of unification, the
General Secretariat of the YSP con-

should be abolished

Yemen.

should be a first step to end up the
impact of the war. He emphasized
that dropping the conviction entails |
the cance]ing of the charges. While

said he would come back soon to |-

is granted to Ali Salim Al-Bied along with 15 other separatists

Will he return?

sidered the amnesty statement of the
president a good step towards get-
ting back the peaceful and democrat-
ic context of the unification. It
stressed that this would help demol-
ish the impact of the past conflicts
and open the way for brighter future
for Yemen. Dr. Saif Sael, YSP’s
assistant secretary general said the
pardon serves the political situation
in the country as well as the national
rally Saleh called for. He described
the decision as wise. However, the
YSP demanded that the conviction
too.
Mohammed al-Mikhlafi, YSP head

Dr.

Continued on page 3 Former vice president (1990-1994) Ali Salim Al-Bied
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Public protests and appeals by a number of organizations

Calls for the release al-Muoid
and al-Helah 1nten31fy
e,

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Thousands of Yemeni women
took to the street last Saturday in
Sana’a to protest the continuous
detention of Sheikh Mohammed
al-Mouid and his companion in
Germany since last January as well
as the arrest and  disappearance of
Abdul Salam al-Helah in Egypt
since last September. The protest-
ers gathered at al-Tahreer Square.
They carried banners, demanding
the release of al-Mouid and his
companion Mohammed Zaid as
well as disclosing the fate of al-
Helah who was trapped by the
Egyptian intelligence, according to
the organizers of the protest gath-
ering. They condemned terrorism
and the Israeli atrocities against
Palestinians. They also said in their
banners that the international fight
against terrorism would be mean-
ingless unless there is a fight
against the Israeli terrorism. Some
of the organizers and relatives of
the detainees delivered speeches,
urging all people and international
human rights organizations to
interfere to get these people
released.  They  demanded
President Ali Abdullah Saleh o0
exercise more pressure on the US,

—

SPECIAL OFF ER'

PAYMENT F 9!! LIh_l_lTED..;TIME

German and Egyptian authorities
to get the detainees released and
send them back to Yemen to be
tried if charges against them
proved true.

In their letter to president Saleh,
the organizers, the National
Organization for  Defending
Human Rights and Freedoms
(NODHR) and the Female
Department at the Islah Party)
asked the president to authorize
some advocates to defend the
detainees and suing Egypt for kid-
napping al-Helah. They also
requested him to confirm Yemen's
stand in  supporting the
Palestinians in defending them-
selves against the Zionists.

They also asked the German -as
well as Egyptian ambassadors to
Yemen to interfere with their gov-
ernments to get the arrestees
released, pointing out that the
actions of the authorities against
Yemeni citizens will affect
Yemen’s relationship with them.
They considered these actions an
attack on Yemeni sovereignty.

It was planned for the protest to
go to the presidential palace but
later it was called off. Eight repre-
sentatives were selected to deliver
the messages to president Saleh

Sheikh Mohammed al-Mouid

and both the German and Egyptian
ambassadors.

The US authorities accuse al-
Mouid of being Osama bin
Laden’s financier and supporting
terrorist activities of al-Qaeda and
Hamas. Al-Mouid defenders said
he played an important role against
the Russian occupation of
Afghanistan and that was done in
accordance with the government's
knowledge and support. Al-Mouid
was arrested in Germany where he
was trapped on a request from the
US.

But, al-Helah was kidnapped in
Egypt and his relatives accuse the
Egyptian Embassy in Sana’a of

Abdul Salam al-Helah

playing a role in snatching him. Al-
Helah has been working for the
Yemeni intelligence and has
played a role in extraditing and
expelling some of the Arab
Afghans from Yemen during the
1990s. He is believed to have valu-
able information the Egyptian
authorities about the Egyptian
Afghans. However, the Egyptian
authorities denied that they arrest-
ed al-Helah and said he left Egypt
for another country just few days
after his arrival in Cairo last
September, allegations which his
relatives do not believe and con-
firm he is still in Egypt.
Continued on page 3
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Towards Yemen’s accession of
some GCC’s institutions:

Yemeni-Kuwaiti
educational
experts meet

By HASSAN AL-ZAIDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Kuwaiti deputy minister of educa-
tion, vice-chairman of the National
Committee for Culture and Science,
Mr. Abdulaziz Hassan al-Jarallah
arrived in Sana’a last Friday for talks
with Yemeni education officials on
educational issues particularly training
and curricula.

The visit comes after Yemen has
joined the GCC’s Arab Burean for
Education.

The Gulf States have been seeking
to play an active part in the education-
al system after the US demands have
become distinctly clear for effecting
changes in some school educational
curricula.

Some of those curricula have Salafi-
oriented trends which have been taught
at some scholastic institutes in Yemen,
which are incorporated along with edu-
cation schools.

Upon an invitation by the United

States a Yemeni educational team is
still discussing the possibility of
improving educational curricula.

Saudi teachers have been sent to
Yemen for the first time at the expanse
of Saudi Arabia, the number of those
teachers has reached totaling 950.

This has come within the framework
of the Yemeni-Saudi educational coop-
eration to be enhanced for the better.

The Saudi embassy cultural attaché
said his country was to send a number
of books to the libraries at Sana’a uni-
versity.

The Gulf tendency to enhance the
educational fields between Yemen and
other gulf states has been deeply
enhanced.

This is clearly observed when the
Yemeni-Iranian closeness has been felt
particularly in the field of culture and
education.

Around 400 scholarships are granted
to Yemeni students study at the Iranian
universities.

Despite fraud and underage voting:

Elections get
g00d marks

As part of its activities, an assessing
meeting was organized last Thursday
on the 2003 parliamentary elections by
the National Center for Human Rights
and Democratic Developments.

Politicians as well as political parties
representatives took part in the meet-
ing along with a host of parliamentari-
ans and the chairman of the General
Federation Syndicate for the
Republican Laborers.

The meeting was marked by raising
positive election-related issues held on
April 27 of the last month.

During the meeting, participants
confirmed that the 27 April election
constitutes a good advance towards the

democratic experience in Yemen. But
what is needed is to promote and
enhance this experience for the better
in the future.

The center chairman said that within
promoting the democratic experience
in Yemen, the government as well as
the opposition parties have to work
hand in hand for improving that expe-
rience and tackling infringements that
have already taken place during the
April 27 elections.

The meeting was attended by Ms
Francis Guy, the UK Ambassador to
Yemen, Diana Eloiva, the Russian
Embassy Secretary and a host of others

Intracs honors
its employees

On the occasion of international
Labor Day, an award ceremony was
held by Intracs Company in Mareb to
honor the company’s distinguished
employees for the year 2002.

Amid presence of the governor of
Mareb and a number of prominent per-
sonalities in Mareb, Chairman of
Intracs Mr. Abdullah Al-Kharraz dis-
tributed certificates of merit along with
awards to 44 worker, employee, and
technician working for the company.

Then Mr. Al-Kharraz gave a speech
thanking the company’s staff for their
efforts and congratulated them on the
occasion of Labor Day.

-

During the award ceremony

The governor of Mareb also gave a
statement in which he thanked the
company for its efforts in the gover-
norate and for taking good care of its
employees. He also indicated the gov-
ernorate’s efforts in facilitating the
work of the private seclor and estab-
lishing a number of projects for this
purpose. ;

Following the statements, a warm
reception was held during which
employees and their management had
an opportunity to discuss various
issues concerning their work and pre-
sented proposals for the future.

Training course on....

Basic principles of

the defendant’s

Imad AL-Saqqaf &

Mohammed Al-Hakimi

Yemen Times — Taiz

Legal rights of defendant citizens are
being violated by some security men,
therefore, some organizations have
recently set up serious measures Lo
spread awareness about the serious
consequences resulting from neglect-
ing this critical issue.

Last week on 17-19 May, the Taiz -
based Yemen women branch and
Oxfam Organization, in cooperation
with Taiz security Administration, con-
cluded a two- day training course
aimed at consolidating the capacity of
policemen working for judiciary to a
better application of the Yemeni rules
and a comprehensive understanding of
the law by those policemen while per-
forming their duties in this respect,
through a comparative study of inter-
national law and rules which were
actually included in the course’s litera-
ture and brochures.

The major premise of the course
concentrated on behavior towards
defendants during arrest, detention and
interrogation other than those permit-
ted by the law. It, in addition to this,
centered on banning torture and and
inhumane treatment used by some
security men against the accused. The
second main topic focused on the invi-
olability of citizens’ own lives.

Worth mentioning that eighteen peo-
ple participated in the course- security
men, civil society organization, train-

A view from the panel

ers and female lawyers.

Highly accurate and modern means
had been used in the discussions.

The success the course secured was
the outcome of common strenuous
efforts by all. It is also quite important
to refer to significant and successful
contributions by Dr. Mohammed Ad-
Durah, professor of law at Taiz univer-
sity; Mr. Hussein AL-Adeemi, an
expert in international law; and Mr.
Sultan AL-Alemi, public relations
manager at Taiz security office and
human rights organization chief. In
fact, all such a success should be first
attributed to the general manager of
security of the governorate Dr. Ahmad
AL-Olufi, who has continuously been
stepping up the role of security and
improving its structure to be in harmo-

rights

ny with the law.

Such activities and seminars held in
Taiz do reflect the invaluable role of
the governor of Taiz governorate Judge
Ahmed AL-Hajry in encouraging and
supporting creative men and creativity
in general.

Many people attended the conclu-
sion ceremony in which sheik
Mohammed AL-Hayagem, vice gover-
nor, Women Union branch chair-
woman and the general manger of
security highlighted the importance of
good understanding of this issue and
expressed their appreciation of the
organizers and participants who were
accordingly rewarded by the sheik.

“We will renew our civilized human
and democratic heritage” Svad AL-
Absi stated.

Palestinian Days
concluded

Organized by Kana’an Association
for Palestine, political and art activities
for the Palestinian Day in Yemen con-
cluded last Thursday at the Taj Sheba
Hotel.

During the closing ceremony, a
speech on the occasion was delivered
by the Minister of Planning and
Development, Mr. Ahmed Mohammed
Sofan. A speech was also delivered by
the Chairman of the Kana’an
Association for Palestine, Mr. Yahya
Mohammed Abdullah Saleh.

Attendees expressed their readiness

to support the Palestinian People
against continuous Israeli aggression
and occupation.

Symposiums held on May 21 were
devoted to experience exchanges,
coordination among societies, unions,
syndicates and Yemeni institutions,
which support the Palestinian people.

On the sidelines of the Palestinian
Days, a photo exhibition together with
an exhibition for the Palestinian goods
and commodities was organized at the
Sana’a International Exhibition Center.

(" Readers’ Voice )

Yemen Times is reiniroducing
a popular feature “Readers’
Voice” - formerly known as YT
Opinion Poll.

This is your opportunity to
have a say on world and local

affairs.
THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

What do you think
will Mr. Al-Biedh’s
response to President
Saleh’s amnesty be?

- He will return to Yemen

as soon as possible.
- He would not come at

all
- He would only come if
President Saleh is not in

power any more
- He would not come
immediately, but in a few
months

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

* Do you think that the
number of ministries
formed (35) is too high or
good enough? 57%

* Yes, it is too high and it
should be reduced to
below 25. 22%

* No, in fact more
ministries need to be
formed. 11%

* Yes, it is too high, but it
only needs to be reduced
a few seats. 9%

No, it is fine. 1%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
and have your

i I/
3 voice heard! )

reanized i
Reception
dinner hosted

A reception dinner was hosted last
Saturday by O.P Bajaj, the Charge d’
Affaires of the Indian Embassy in
Sanaa, in honor of HE. Mr. R. M.
Abhyankar, Secretary (Asia and
North Africa), Ministry of External
Affairs, New Delhi.

The reception party was attended
by a host of prominent Indian and
Yemeni individuals.

-

mbassy:

Symposium on 27
April elections held

Organized by the Yemeni Center for
Strategic Studies, YCSS, an appraisal
symposium on 27 April parliamentary
elections is to be organized on Tuesday
May 27 in cooperation with the
Friedrich Ebert Foundation at the
YCSS'’s headquarters.

During the symposium, a number of
vital working papers are to be dis-
cussed by researchers interested in the
democratic experience and (ransitions

taken place in the election process held
on April 27. )

Different vital issues that have
accompanied the 27 April elections are
to be discussed also, such as women’s
political participation, evaluation of
the election platforms, the public insti-
tution neutrality, political parties’
activities during the polling day, inter-
national and local monitoring organi-
zations.

Online journalism
in a lecture

Communication  Training &
Qualification Institute in Sana’a organ-
ized Wednesday a lecture on modern
media and internet in which Mr. Henry
Mendelsohn, Information Resources
officer at Abu Dhabi embassy talked
about the role internet has played in
media nowadays and how the Yemeni
papers can benefit form internet on
journalism information.

Mr. Henry also displayed a number
of websites that papers can benefit
from either to improve abilities or to
rapidly get information. He further
explained how papers could use
Internet to make sure of the source of
the information that may be found
online.

(L-R) Helmi Noman and Henry
Mendelsohn

About 30 journalists and interested
people attended the lecture.

Henry made a lecture in the
Commercial and Industrial Chamber in
Aden City in which he exposed how to
benefit from the information system in
the economic sector via Internet.

Oman envoy
in Yemen

Oman’s Sultan Qaboos bin Saeed
special envoy arrived in Sama’a last
week to convey the sultan’s congratu-
lations to president Ali Abdulla Saleh

of Yemen on the on 13! anniversary

of Yemeni unification observed on
May 22, 2003.

The president on Friday received
Shieckh Mohammed bin Ali al-Katbi,
the minister of state, the governor of
Dhafar govenorate who conveyed the
congratulations message from Sultan
Qaboos.

The Omani ambassador to Sana’a
Mr. Abduallah al-Bathi said in state-
ment to Yemen Times that the meeting

did not discuss any of the distinguished
relationship between the two countries.
He further said, “The Sultanate often
sends special envoy for conveying
congratulations in expression of the
distinguished bilateral relations of the
two neighboring countries.”

New issues published

The second issue of al-Ettahad
Ashaibani, has been published by the
Ashaibani federation.

The new issue comprises different
cultural and literary miscellany to
show the federation activities.

At the same time the 8th issue of
Mabkar newspaper has been quarterly
published. The new publication is sup-
ported by Alwan Ashaibani and Mr.
Ahmed Abdullah Ashaibani.
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Al-Bied

On his part, Anees Hasan Yahya,
one of the convicted, said the pardon
was a surprise to him, but he consid-
ered it positive and courageous. He
said the amnesty would enable them
to come back home and practice their
political and civil rights. He denied
that the pardon decision came a s a
result of a deal between the govern-
ment and the YSP.

Mr. Abdulrahman al-Jifri, head of
Sons of Yemen League Party and one
of the convicted welcomed the deci-
sion of Saleh, confirming the support
of his party to this step which is one
of the factors that would push
democracy into the right path.

Islah party which had participated
in the war against the socialist party,
said that the pardon should be vital to
reform the political situation of both
the authority and opposition as they
are both the main players in the polit-
ical life of the country. In a statement
by an official in the party, Islah
called that the decision should
achieve the aims of all political
forces in closing down the files of
past conflicts, spreading the culture
of tolerance, applying constitution
in letter and spirit. Islah confirmed
that the pardon should not be a mere
political declaration, demanding a
solution to its consequences so as 1o
enable all people to take part in
building up Yemen and supporting
democracy which would not have
been achieved if there was no unifi-
cation. “Islah is studying all means to
achieve this” the statement said,
adding that Islah has called for all the
opposition parties in the Joint
Meeting Opposition to discuss this
seriously because the amnesty is a
chance that should be made use of to
strengthen all political forces. Islah
also stressed that this should. be a
first step that enables all people
inside and outside Yemen fo con-
tribute to development of democracy
and the role to be played by the
opposition which considers the par-
don one of its parameters to correct
the mistakes and relations between
the political players, responding to
the challenges that face the demo-
cratic transition and political devel-
opment as a major element of devel-
opment at large. The Islah also
stressed that all political parties
should evaluate their stands in an
objective manmer so as to avoid
falling into the traps of the same mis-
takes.

The timing of the amnesty raised a
lot of question marks. Some political
observers told Yemen Times that
president Saleh has chosen this time
to issue the decree as he came to
realize that the YSP is no more a big

Will Ali Salim

return?

number in the political spectrum,
taking into account the number of
seats the socialist got in the last par-
liamentary election, mainly in the
southern governorates. Another
important element that helped issu-
ing the pardon is that Islah is no
more objecting such a pardon as it
used to do before having good con-
tacts with the YSP, despite the fact
that some traditional figures in the
Islah did not welcome Saleh’s par-
don. President Saleh delayed the
issuance of this amnesty as he used
to listen to the objection of Islah as
well as his cronies. However, some
others believe the timing has to do
with what has taken place in Iraq and
that Saleh has demolished the idea
that his opponents outside might be
used one day as a means to blackmail
and pressure his regime. Despite the
motives behind the amnesty, people
consider it wise.

Saleh last Thursday announced the
amnesty on the penalties against
those who took part in the war of
1994. “ On this occasion we
announce an amnesty on the penal-
ties against those condemned in the
great criminal case and we call them
to participate in building the nation,
which is big enough for everyone,”
the president said in a speech mark-
ing the unification day.

Here is a list of the names of the
pardoned leaders who were tried and
sentenced in absentia in 1997. They
live in different countries.
1-Ali Salem al-Bied ( death penalty)
2- Haider Abu Bakr al-Attas (death
penalty)

3- Haitham Kasim Taher (death
penalty)

4-Saleh Ubaid Ahmad (death penal-
y)

5-Saleh Munasser al-Saili (death
penalty)

6-Abdulrahman al-Jifri (a stay of
execution for 7-year jail sentence)
7- Muthana Saleh Askar (10-year jail
sentence)

8- Mohammed Ali Al-Kairahi ( 10
year jail sentence)

9- Kasim Yahia Kasim (10-year jail
sentence)

10- Sulaiman Naser Masood (a stay
of execution for 7-year jail sentence)
11- Anees Hasan Yahia (a stay of
execution for 5-year jail sentence)
12- Salem Mohammed Jubran (a
stay of execution for 5-year jail sen-
tence)

13- Ahmad Ubaid bin Daghr (a stay
of execution for 3-year jail sentence)
14- Saleh Shaif (acquitted)

15- Kasim Abdul Ra’ab (acquitted)
16- Abu Bakr bin Husainoon (acquit-
ted as he was killed in the war)

Calls for release

al-Muoid & al-Helah

Tribesmen threatened that if al-
Mouid is extradited to the US, the
interests of both the US and German in
Yemen will be harmed.

Despite the rising public protest
against the detention of the arrestees.
reliable Western sources in Sana’a
have confirmed to the Yemen Times
that the extradition of al-Mouid and
his companion to the US has become
very likely.

On the other hand, the National
Organization for Defending Human
Rights, NODHR has expressed its
concerns and worries over holding al-
Mouid as a captive for he is known as
one of the most well-known moderate
religious figures in Yemen.

Al-Mouid was detained by the
German intelligence at Frankfurt air-
port on January first 2003.

The Yemen Times has received two
faxed letters of appeal from the
NODHR where it has called for the
immediate release of Shiekh,
Mohammed al-Mouid and his com-
panion, Mohammed Zaed.

“We appeal to you, “the German
Ambassador”, Germany, and its judici-
ary to set Shiekh al-Mouid free as
quickly as possible,” the letter said.

It is believed that if Shiekh Mouid is
extradited to the USA, this may have
negative impact upon the Yemeni-
German relations.

“Holding al-Mouid captive will
make people [fear (raveling 1o
Germany.

The detained has been known for a
long time for his moderate thoughts,
and has shown a rational mind and
total refusal of terror,” the appeal fur-
ther stated.

At the same time intensified efforts

are currently being exerted on the gov-
emnment by many Islah and religious
affiliates to pressurize the government
to bring the two detainees back to
Yemen.

On the other hand, the Yemen Times
has received another letter of appeal
addressing the Egyptian Ambassador
for an immediate interference on the
part of the Egyptian president to set
Mr. Abdussalam al-Helaha free and
bring him back to his family and rela-
tives.

Al-Helah, a former intelligence offi-
cial, has been held captive by the
Egyptian authorities since September
20, 2002.

“Through you, (addressing the
Egyptian Ambassador) we appeal to
HE the Egyptian President,
Mohammed Husni Mubarak to release
him immediately and send him back to
his family and relatives,” the letter
said.

NODHR has expressed its sorrow
for the detention of al-Hela by the
Egyptian authorities and preventing
his relatives to have contacts with him.

“We fear that the Yemeni-Egyptian
relations might get affected. As an
intelligence official at the political
security office, it has made some peo-
ple think that he may have secret infor-
mation about some wanted Egyptians,
who used to reside in Yemen and not
for practicing an aggressive activity
against Egypt,” the letter further noted.

“We as Yemenis, hold the Egyptian
authorities accountable for al-Helah's
detention and isolating him is consid-
ered to be a crime against humanity,”
the NODHR letter of appeal conclud-
ed.

Fourth Arab
session at HRITC

Human Rights Information & Training
Center-Taiz (HRITC) is organizing
today Monday May 26 in Sana’a an
Arab workshop on human rights spe-
cially devoted for teachers..
Supervisors of secondary school and
educational curricula specialists from
Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Tunisia and
Yemen are to take part in the two-day
workshop that will focus in its pro-
grams on the practical
steps to corporate the
human rights principles
among teachers and stu-
dents.

This meeting comes in
cooperation with the Arab
Institute  for Human
Rights in Tunisia and sup-
ported by the Canada and
Development Program for
Local Initiatives.

Mr. Ezalddin Saeed al-
Asbahi, the head of
HRTIC says, * the current
round is the fourth that the
center holds represents a

Mr. Ezalddin Saeed
al-Asbahi

developing turning-point for the educa-
tion and human rights program that the
center has been implementing for four
years. This year and the next will wit-
ness a tangible development through
which developed experiences from dif-
ferent countries along with local expe-
riences on the ground for merging the
human rights.

HRTIC, Taiz-based institution, has ful-
filled two important
studies about the possi-
bility of merging the
human rights in the
Yemeni educational cur-
ricula at the secondary
and primary stages.

This activity that 30 edu-
cation supervisors partic-
ipate in will be the begin-
ning for the practical
training program to put a
plan and a guide to cor-
porate the human rights
in the educational curric-
ula.

Yemen Hunt Qil Company &

Jannah Hunt Qil Compan

Hunt employees
honored

Group photo taken after the ceremony

On the occasion of the May Day, top
employees of the Yemen Hunt Oil
Company and Jannah Hunt Oil
Company were honored on May 20 at
the Sheraton Hotel.

During the honoring ceremony, a
speech was delivered by Mr. Kareem
Abu Hamad, the Vice Chairman and
the General Manager of the Yemen
Hunt Oil Company.

Another speech was also given by Dr.
Moqbil on behalf of the Oil Ministry
and Mineral.

The honoring ceremony is annually
held by the two oil companies.

On his part, Mr. Khaled Ali Al-Khedr,
the Vice Chairman began his address

by congratulating top employees of

the two oil companies.

“On this occasion which coincides
with the 13th anniversary of Yemen’s
unification on May 22, we seize this

opportunity to
Yemeni people, the political leader-
ship chaired by the president Ali
Abdullah Saleh.

We hope that the coming years are full
of life with honoring ceremonies for
employees,” Mr. Al-Khedhr said. He
highly spoke of the efforts exerted by
the oil ministry and the General
Authority for Oil chaired by the oil
minister, Dr. Rasheed Baraba’a.

As for the Yemenization, Dr. Al-
Khedhr said that the Yemeni employ-
ees have been highly trained and that
they have replaced foreign ones.

“We consider the Yemeni cadres
working at the Yemen Hunt Oil
Company the mainstay in oil produc-
tion. We feel proud that the training
plans are, in full swing,” he further
commented.

company in Yemen

Executive Secretary needed for a Multi-National

Required Qualifications:

- fluency in Arabic & English (Written & Spoken)

- Extensive knowledge of all Microsoft applications
(Excel, Word, Outlook, Internet Explorer)

- Minimum 2 years experience

Qualified Candidates should fax CVs to 01-417807
To arrange for interview call, Tel. 01-415170

and softball

% Computer instruction for all ages

Saturday through Wednesday

sANAA .NTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen
Fhone 370-191, Fax: 370-193
ego:donbladue@qswrg
site: wwqur.o

YOUR CHILD AT SANAA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Beautiful pupose-built faohucﬁ on a spacious 34 acre site on the edge of town
with out-door }J.'ay area and equipment. Sports facilities include soccer, basketbal],
fields, a double tennis court, and an indoor mulli-pumpose area
for volleyball and basketball. Bus sewvice available.

m A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION IS WAITING FOR m

* Performance-Based cumiculum for 5 years of age through secondary school
% Personalized education/small dass sizes

<& Speaal offerings (AP Course/Exams, PSAT test, music art, drama & sports)
% Graduates attend American, Canadian, Furopean, and Middle Eastem universities
% Acaedited by the Middle States Assodation of Colleges and Schools IMSA)

<% Spedific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

«& Attractive premises near the French Embassy induding a garden and play area
% Certified expenienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

% School hours are from 7:55 am. to 12:00 pm. (noon)
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Defending
Refugees’ rlghts

By: FAHMIA AL-FOTIH
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

“War is a devilish seed that is
easier to be planted and more dif-
ficult to be uprooted whenever it
breaks out. War is a crazy idea
for irresponsible leaders when
there are many alternatives.”
That’s how Ms. Amal al-Basha,
Chairperson of Sister Arabic
Forum (SAF) for human rights,

started her speech addressing the A scene from the event

two-day national symposium enti-

tled “Peace and war and refugees prob-
lems and how to protect female
refugees form violence” held on
Sunday 18 May 2003.

She said “The third millennium has
begun with its first wars; the war
against terrorism in Afghanistan and
then the heinous war against Iraq under
pretext eliminating alleged weapons of
mass destruction. War results in
painful reality. Those who have experi-
enced war shocks need a long time to
forget their sorrows and loss of their
beloved ones.™

She added “Today we are going to
shed light on one of the war results
represented by refugees problem, that
is the beginning of a long tiresome
journey in foreign countries. It is true
that female and male refugees suffer
from living away form their home and
continuous loss and their dreams of
going back to their homes. However,
the female refugees are affected much.
Reports of human rights organization
have proved that there is unusual vio-
lence aiming at girls and women dur-
ing war. Thus, the women bodies
become an aim the soldiers to stoop

upon and rape and kidnapping
becomes one of the most dangerous
crimes in the battle”

The symposium displayed a number
of field researches and detailed studies
on reality of refugees particularly
female refugees in Yemen.

It is worth mentioning that a study
submitted by Dr. Abdualhakeem al-
Shargabi about the refugees’ situations
in Yemen considered one of its kind as
it is the first study tackles the refugees
problems here in Yemen.

A large number of international and
local civil society associations, human
rights organizations, and ministries
representatives attended and enriched
the symposium with their comments
on the submitted papers and studies.
Consequently, a number of recom-
mendations were issued. The recom-
mendations concentrated on issuing
laws and regulations to ensure
refugees’ rights, providing programs
for social merge, providing them with
basic requirements, launching aware-
ness campaigns to inform them about
their rights, and a number of other rec-
ommendations.
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An appeal to the new Minister of Human Rights:

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

In the advanced world, the disabled
receive special attention and care for
their special needs. That is quite under-
stood especially when the law of such
countries serve their rights and adhere to
their benefit through prioritizing their
rights in employment, and living. Yet in
our country, the situation is tragic; no
special attention, on the contrary, they
are brutally discriminated against and
hence find nowhere to be.

The venue is Taiz; the Handicapped
Rehabilitation Institute (HRI), the time,
every passing day. What happens every
day in this institute? The deaf and dumb
would indicate with you in sign language
with terror in their eyes it’s: “Jalila™.

The story started 9 years ago in 1994
when the HRI was established in Taiz.
At that time many people with disabili-
ties joined in hoping that this institute
would be their chance to develop them-
selves and to be something useful in this
society. But all their dreams were shat-
tered smashed on the face of reality. A
brutal disappointment to them seen as
one in one person: Jalila, who apparent-
ly uses them to gain donations and aid
and does nothing for them at all.

“We may be disabled, but we under-
stand what’s going on”, one of the deaf
and dumb students in the institute con-
veyed to the Yemen Times through a
translator. “She gathers money for socie-
ty called “From a Child To Another” that
does not even exist any more, and only is
opened miraculously when a VIP is vis-
iting to show him that we have some-
thing going on for the sake of the unfor-
tunate. The handicapped bitterly added.

Although there are donations coming
to the institute, students pay for the reg-
istration fees, for transport and in tum

they work with no return in the tailoring
and carpentry workshops of the institute.
In fact, hearing-aid are sold to the stu-
dents in exaggerated prices as US$ 600
per set.

Not only do the students suffer, the
teachers too under this fanatic manage-
ment. Teacher Farooq Al-Murash sign
language teacher at the institute and
author of a book about sign language
says: “Seven years I have been giving all
that I've got 1o the institute. Me and my
colleagues work with no formal con-
tracts and keep being insulted and
humiliated by the head of institute
“Jalila Al-Shuja’". Not only that, she
simply kicks out anyone whom she does-
n't like or disagrees with without giving
us any rights which we truly deserve.
The only reason why we were sacked was
because we joined the “Jame'yat Al-
Tummoh” (Ambition Society) for care
and rehabilitation of the deaf and dumb
and claiming their rights and integrating
them in the sociery.”

The other society, “Ambition”, was
established as a counter effect to the hap-
penings in the Handicapped
Rehabilitation Institute. Mr.
Abdulhaleem Al-Shamiri head of
Ambition Society told the Yemen Times
that the reason why he started this socie-
ty is to provide the unfortunate with
what the other institute did not. “We
started with an awareness campaign
where we organized seminars and events
so as 1o present the issues and worries of
the deaf and dumb 10 the community.
Then we began giving training courses
for the deaf and dumb in tailoring,
embroidery and illiteracy. We iried 1o
make this society known so that we could
get some help and fulfill the reasons why
we started and what we stand for, HE
Japanese Ambassador visited us, Human

Amat alaeem al-Suswah, Minister of
Human Rights

Rights Minister . and Social Affairs
Deputy Minister visited us t00.” He told
YT.

Mahdi Sultan Bani Ghazi general sec-
retariat of the society mentioned that the
students in the Handicapped Institute
were threatened with expulsion and to be
deprived from rehabilitation and train-
ing. He added that: “I was working as a
computers teacher at the Institute for a
very little salary, just 6000 YR coming
from Charity for supporting the handi-
capped Rehabilitation institute, headed
by Ahmed Hael Saced An’am. The very
person whom we are astounded by his
acceptance to what's going on. In fact
our society had been attacked by the
GPC, and by the Social Affairs Office
who appointed a new administration that
has nothing to do with the deaf and
dumb, for the Society. Ironically it was
the students themselves, the handi-
capped people, who stood up for the
society and raised the case in court. And
thank god the society which was shut
down at that time as a consequence of
the trouble was sentenced to reopened
again and the disabled received a com-

British International School visits YT

A group of students from the
British International School paid
a visit last Wednesday to Yemen
Times headquarters in Sanaa,
where they toured the newspaper
and met with its management,
who provided them with an
extensive idea about the paper.
“We would like to thank the
newspaper for allowing "us to
visit its premises, and we believe
our pupils have benefited greatly
from their visit.” The school’s
General Manager said.

The British International School
is a private enterprise located in
Hadda and provides education to
students in classes ranging from
nursery to secondary class. The
school’s curriculum is based on
IGCSE and its teaching language

is English.

Students of BIS

raphed after their visit to Yemen Times

Sanaa - On the occasion of the 12th
anniversary of the Ethiopian National
Day May 28th, the Ethiopian embassy
in Yemen released an official state-
ment in which it emphasized the
importance of this date in the history
of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia. “May 28 marks a turning
point in the history of modern
Ethiopia. On that day twelve years
ago, an end to dictatorship was pro-
claimed. The removal of the military
regime, known as the Derg, opened
opportunities for laying down the
foundation of peace, democracy and
participatory development, which
have been the guide for public life for
the last twelve years.” the statement
said.

The embassy also focused on how
the Derg mobilized the population to
hold on to power. It mentioned the
suffering of Ethiopians during the
Derg’s rule and reminded of the atroc-
ities it committed against humanity.

The statement also referred to the
Derg’s contribution to poverty and
corruption during its rule, and high-
lighted the contrast in terms of devel-
opment between the period before and
after May 28, 1991.

The embassy also emphasized the
importance of human rights, freedom,
and unity among Ethiopians. “A
strong principle of mutual coexistence

Ethiopia celebrates
National Day

in a united Federal Ethiopia for mutu-
al benefits has been enshrined in the
Federal Constitution adopted by the
representatives of the nations and
nationalities of Ethiopia.” the state-
ment added.

The statement also explained how
unity among Ethiopians was enhanced
in response to the “external aggression
waged by Eritrea.,” It stressed on
Ethiopia’s objectives in achieving
peace and security in the country and
the region. -

The embassy also referred to
Ethiopia of today as a place where
there is a “conducive atmosphere for
democratic participation, which is
manifested in the functioning of polit-
ical parties, the private press, different
civil society associations and others
which play a role in strengthening the
demeocratic life of the country.”

The statement continued with
socio-economic developments and
recalled the critical urgency in dealing
with the current drought threatening at
least 11 million compatriots.

The statement continued with an
optimistic view of the future of
Ethiopia referring to the positive
developments witnessed during the
last 12 years including those develop-
ments in the civil service. “The gov-
emment is also working aggressively
to make the civil service an effective

-
B 9

H.E. Mr. Abdi Dollal

Mohammed

Ambassador of the Federal
Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia to Republic of
Yemen

servant of the society.

The statement concluded by
encouraging Ethiopians in their home-
land and abroad to assist the Ethiopian
government for the purpose of extri-
cating the country’s poverty, which
represents the major threat to the
nation’s very survival. “This should be
our motto as we mark May 28, this
year.” it concluded.

pensation of 200,000 YR. Yet although
even the court of appeal supported the
verdict the society is still closed down
for a whole year now. Can you believe
that it is the deaf and dumb who are fol-
lowing the case now in the court? They
know that this society is for their benefit
that is why they are the ones fighting for
it the most.”

It’s not like no complaints have been
reported, Taiz governor had received
complaints by the students regarding
their case with the Rehabilitation
Institute, demanding that their rights
returned. Even Minister of Human
Rights received complaints about the
same case and many other official organ-
izations, but did any one lift a finger or
say a word? Not at all. Mr. Bani Ghazi
complained.

Recently a complaint has been raised
to the American Embassy and to the
United Nations Office in Sana’a.
Students of the Society daily visit the
Yemen Times Taiz Office demanding
that their voice is to be heard. They have
given up on the local authorities and the
Yemeni Officials so now they hope that
maybe foreign authorities would help.
The instructions by minister of civil
services and previous education minister
to employ these people have not been
realized. And the instructions of head of
Education office in Taiz to the
Handicapped Institute to give the
expelled students their rights and
rewards have been totally ignored. And
Farooq Al-Murash graduate from handi-
capped institute in Kuwait is still jobless
even though there is a court ruling to
employ him in the Institute yet Ms Jalila
happily refuses. In fact she says she does
not care what the media says about her.
With this situation, and these current cir-
cumstances whom should such unfortu-
nate people call on?

What gives them little more hope now
is perhaps the new Human Rights
Minister Ms Amat Al-Aleem Al-Sosoa
and they have stated a number of
demands:

- Implementing the verdict of
the Taiz Court of Appeal to reopen the
Ambition Society and pay YR 200,000

They’re crying for help
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Complaints by the students regarding their case with the Rehabilitation

Institute

thousand in compensation.

- Setting up a committee from
the Central Organization for Auditing
and Control to investigate into financial
corruption cases in the Handicapped
Institute and to refer them to the judici-

ary and also to investigate into students’
suffering.

Farooq Mahdi and Ibrahim and tens of
others are awaiting with eager anticipa-
tion what the new ministry would do for
them.. but would it?

announce

May. for all

White House invites the public
to visit their shops located in
Sana’a Trade Center S.T.C.,
the first floor,
promising you with very
tempting discounts.

This offer is valid
till the end Summer holiday.

Sana’a Showroom No. (21) S.T.C Algeria St.
Tel: 448483- Fax: 448484- P.O. Box: 15371.

The White House Stores
their
discounts on occasion of 22nd
their goods
including comforter, covers,
Bed sheets, towels, blankets,
Cannon & Bitex American’s.

annual

21st show,

O CANNON

WHITE HOUSE STORES

Conforter-Covers
Bed Sheets-Towels
Blankets-Cannon &
Bitex American’s
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Al-Huthaily wishes him all the best in his assignments in the new government. ALY B
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Iraq oil exports
to start in June

Samahang Pilipino sa Yemen

(The Filipino Association in Yemen)
Officially recognized by the Embassy of the Philippines.
Riyadh, K.S. A, Registration No. 02-005 Series of 2003

S =-1990

taken May 22.

BAGHDAD (Reuters - May 24) -
U.S.-administered Iraq stepped up
reconstruction  efforts  Saturday,
announcing oil sales would restart
soon, choosing a key city council and
paying the first wages since the war to
vital workers.

Thamir Ghadhban, difector of the oil
ministry and de facto oil minister, said
Iraq would be back in the oil market
within two to three weeks, after 13
years of sanctions were lifted on
Thursday by the U.N. Security
Council.

The United Nations gave the United
States and Britain broad powers to run
Iraq and its oil industry, and to use rev-
enues to reconstruct the country. Iraq
has the world's second largest oil
Teserves.

"It will take a few weeks but we
should be producing 1.3 to 1.5 million
barrels per day by the middle of next

Two Iragi brothers, Mohammed (L), 9, and Abdullah, 15, arrive with a donkey at a pipeline in southern Iraq to siphon
oil for selling, May 22. Following the fall of Saddam Hussein, many Iraqis have resorted to looting to survive. Picture

month," Ghadhban said.

Buoyed by the prospect of income
soon, the U.S. administration paid the
first slate wages since the war to oust
Saddam Hussein ended early last
month.

It doled out dinars bearing Saddam's
face to thousands of electricity workers
who, with cables and equipment regu-
larly stolen, still struggle to resiore
power to Baghdad six weeks after the
former president was toppled.

The U.S. military, trying hard to
restore law and order, gave Iraqis three
weeks to hand in automatic and heavy
weapons.

Many Iraqis say that with anarchy
and an abundance of cheap weapons,
the crime rate has reached unprece-
dented levels and security is at its
worst in Iraq's modem history.

In a country where people are divid-
ed ethnically and where many resent

[f’

est
’“gsternj

h

REUTERS
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the U.S.-led occupation even if they
are happy to be rid of Saddam, dissent
emerges at almost every step.

Rey Don
Gerry De

Kirkuk council friction

In the oil-rich northern city of
Kirkuk, local leaders elected an interim
provincial government in the hope of
banishing ethnic tensions, but the
process drew noisy proiesis.

The city's Arab, Kurdish, Turkmen
and Assyrian communities chose six
council members each, with the six
independents chosen by religious lead-
ers, military officers, civil leaders and
businessmen.

Some 300 delegates selected the 30-
member council, which will choose a
provincial governor Tuesday -- another
step in U.S. efforts to establish local
government after setting up a council
in Mosul, Iraq's third largest city, earli-
er this month.

Liza Vitangcol
Jam Jamero
Rhey Mendiola
Emma Aguillon
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AFMIS website launched

and local levels in
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public about the launch of
the new website:
www.afmis.gov.ye
which includes a number of
important issues related to
improving the level of
performance of the financial
administration at the central

Under auspices of Mr. Alwai
Saleh al-Salami, Minister of
Finance, Deputy of Prime
Minister, AFMIS project for
improving the accounting
and financial information
system in the Ministry of
Finance, is pleased to the
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accordance to the trends of
the political leadership
represented by H.E. Ali
Abdullah Saleh, the President
of Republic and the initiator
of the economic and financial
reform movement.

October 15, 2092
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Sharon faces right-wing
opposition to road map

JERUSALEM, May 24 (Reuters) -
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s
acceptance of a U.S.-backed “road
map” to peace and a Palestinian state
drew opposition on Saturday from with-
in his own right-wing Likud party
ahead of a cabinet vote.

In a violent backdrop to new hopes of
ending 32 months of bloodshed, Israeli
forces raided a West Bank refugee camp
to search for militants and shot dead
two Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.

After weeks of hesitation, Sharon’s
office announced on Friday his accept-
ance of the road map after Washington
said it would address Israel’s reserva-
tions about the plan as it was being
implemented.

Gideon Saar, the Likud chief whip,
urged party ministers to oppose the pro-
posal, which sets out reciprocal steps
leading to a Palestinian state by 2005
and a freeze on Jewish settlement
expansion on land Israel occupied in the
1967 Middle East war.

Ahead of a possible vote on the road
map at the weekly cabinet meeting on
Sunday, Saar told Israel Radio the plan
was “the most dangerous document” in
the history of Middle East peacemak-
ing.

But political sources predicted
Sharon would push the road map
through his 23-member cabinet, where
only about four of the Likud’s 14 min-
isters seemed likely to line up with
members of two far-right parties in
opposing the plan.

The five ministers of Sharon’s other
coalition partner, the centrist Shinui
party, support the proposal.

The Palestinians and their new

reformist prime minister, Mahmoud

Abbas, have accepted the plan, which
also calls for militants to be disarmed
and detained by the Palestinian
Authority.

After lsrael’'s announcement on
Friday, U.S. President George W. Bush
said he would consider calling a summit
with Sharon and Abbas. He did not say
where or when they might meet but
U.S. officials said the talks could take
place in early June in Geneva or at the
Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm el-
Sheikh.

Refugee camp raid

In Tulkarm refugee camp in the West
Bank, witnesses said soldiers searched
house-to-house for militants, detaining
four Palestinian suspects and two U.S.
members of the non-violent, pro-
Palestinian International Solidarity
Movement (ISM).

Security sources said the two U.S.
nationals could be deported. ISM vol-
unteers often place themselves between
soldiers and Palestinians at flashpoints
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

There were no reports of clashes or
casualties in the operation that began at
dawn and followed suicide bombings in
Israel that killed 10 people over the past
week. But in the northern Gaza Strip,
Israeli soldiers shot dead a Palestinian
gunmen during an exchange of fire near
the border fence with Israel, a military
spokeswoman said.

Military sources said an unarmed
Palestinian was killed in a separate inci-
dent in an area of southern Gaza near
Israel after he ignored warning fire. His
body was handed over on Saturday to
Palestinian authorities, who said he was
mentally ill.

Palestinian youths hurl stones at an Israeli army humvee during clashes in

the Balata refugee camp near the West Bank city of Nablus May 24. REUTERS

BOUMERDES, Algeria, May 24
(Reuters). - Hopes dwindled on
Saturday of finding survivors three
days after the worst earthquake in
Algeria for more than two decades hit
its Mediterranean coast, killing more
than 1,750 people.

Authorities raced against time to
prevent the outbreak of epidemics as
bodies stuck under the debris rotted in
temperatures above 30 degrees
Celsius (86 Fahrenheit).

Civil protection officials ordered
rescue workers to wear face masks
and to spray affected areas with chem-
icals, state radio reported.

The radio said more than 7,650 peo-
ple were injured and hundreds are
missing after Wednesday’s quake,
which measured 6.7 on the Richter
scale.

Thousands slept outside overnight,
worried that after-shocks could bring
down buildings weakened by the
earth’s shudders.

“We don't know if the buildings are
OK. We need experts to come and tell
us if we can go,” said Salah Aouras,
who camped out with his six children
near what was left of his home.
“We're still feeling the after-shocks
and can’t take the risk.”

Rescue teams with sniffer dogs, lis-
tening devices and heavy machinery
searched through the rubble of build-
ings flattened by the quake.

Authorities, working to restore
damaged telecommunications lines,
power and water, said they would start
destroying buildings too badly dam-
aged for people 1o return home to.

Algerians were increasingly venting
their anger, saying the government
had allowed rickety buildings to go up
in the country’s notoriously quake-
prone Mediterranean coast.

The government responded by say-
ing it would give 700,000 dinars
($9,000) compensation for each vic-
tim to families.

“Help us. Help us. President
(Abdelaziz Bouteflika),” the mayor of

Algerian quake

Death toll rises

the small quake-stricken town of
Boudouaou pleaded on state radio.

An  unnamed doctor from
Boudouaou called on the authorities to
take action to stop the spread of dis-
ease.

“We fear epidemics due to the water
shortages. We urgently need preven-
tive measures to minimise the risk,”
the doctor told the radio.

Death toll keeps rising

Rescue workers said there was little
chance of finding any more people
still alive so long after the quake hit
and Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia
said on Friday evening the death toll
was expected to rise in what he called
a “natural disaster”.

Several hundred foreign rescue
workers, mostly from European Union
countries, continued to arrive.

Officials said the worst-hit area was
the coastal town of Boumerdes, east of
Algiers. The Boumerdes province
accounted for 1,074 of the dead and
more than 1,200 missing.

In nearby Reghaia up to 800 people
were feared crushed when a 10-storey
apartment tower crashed to the ground
in a smoking jumble of cement and
iron rods.

“You can smell the burning flesh
yourself,” Slimane Chabouni, a 24-
year-old resident of Reghaia, told
Reuters.

Many homeless or those too afraid
to return to damaged apartments spent
a third night outdoors, without sani-
tary facilities and running water.

Residents criticised the authorities,

-saying they were not providing tem-
porary housing. Civil protection offi-
cials admitted they did not have suffi-
cient equipment to deal with the disas-
ter.

Aid organisations and rescue work-
ers fear a lack of sleeping and sanitary
facilities in the soaring heat could be
catastrophic. Hospitals are already
struggling to cope with the injured.

“The situation will be under control

A young Algerian girl ;Ioos at rubble of collapsed building inlheerian

town of Boumerdes May 24.

this week. Several camps will be set
up in the next three days,” Ouyahia
told Algerian television.

In the capital Algiers 638 were con-
firmed dead.

The earthquake struck when many
inhabitants of this oil-rich Maghreb
nation of 32 million people were hav-

REUTERS

ing dinner. Others had settled in front
of the television to watch a major
European soccer match.

In what is increasingly becoming a
task of bringing out the dead, a flicker
of hope came on Friday when French
rescuers pulled out alive a two-and-a-
half year old girl from the rubble.

F

oIy g3 A / il Bl STl g g ¢ ozl 53 il e /31 3G 3 Sk I AogCort] g

s g yladll sy ,.J%.J.S

Ayggad w@fu&ﬁw@w-ﬂ'gauyMJWm

‘00

aldgeddlSy

Alp alllue sip juimll

(e 35l ue /3L 1Al (S j9ld yulmn g
o) ;\;;\ WS M,

,a_m

,.H*_JBE»JJJJIJF,@
ffﬁradmsy&l.g___rmco Ltd

presents its congratulations to President

all government bodies presided over
by the PM Abdulqader Bajammal, the Parliament presided by
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hussein Al Ahmar,
Ashoura Council presided by Abdulaziz Abdulghani
Many Happy Returns.
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Congratulates President

Ali Abdullah Saleh

and to the Yemeni people
On the occasion of the 13th anniversary
- 0f 22 May, Reunification Day

Al-Haj. Ali Derhim - Chairman
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ponsored by Taiz

. University, the Canon

Digital Technology

Exhibition was

organized at the Sofitel

Hotel, Taiz, May 3-5. The exhibition was
officially inaugurated by Taiz Deputy Governor
Shiekh Mohammed al-Hayajem.

A number of government universities and

institutions, companies, businessmen, and

interested establishments attended the exhibition, in
which the latest technologies of Canon Digital

Products were unveiled.

Ammar. H. Alul, Director of Canon Middle East,
Dubai Internet City told the Yemen Times that the
Canon along with its Sole Agent in the Republic of
Yemen, Abdulwahed Mohammed Noman & Sons
Establishment Ltd., aimed basically at giving the
trade community, the governmental institutions and
large-scale companies in Yemen an idea about the
latest Canon Digital Technology Products which can
be use in all aspect of the work of these companies
and governmental institutions. This is because it is
expected that Canon Digital Technology Products
will facilitate the work of the companies and the
government institutions on the one hand, and will
help them to store and retrieve information, images
and documents and transmit them to any part of the
company or its branches or to any part of the world
through the Intranet or Internet connections,

“We are glad to be here in Yemen. Canon has a
promising market in your country and will continue
to support Yemen in coping with latest digital

technology products,” Ammar noted.

For his part, Mr. Khaled Abdulwahed Mohammed

Noman, the General Manager of the Abdulwahed

Mohammmed Noman & Sons Establishment said

that the main aim of holding the exhibition in Taiz

was to build awareness about the latest Canon Digital

Technology  Products between the business

community,  educational institutions, the

Governmental offices and the public in this

Governorate. Canon is and has always been one of

the pioneer companies in the context of

manufacturing Telecommunication & Information

Technology office equipment, Photo Products &

Optical Advanced Equipments. Now Canon had

developed it’s products to meet the requirements of

transmitting images, documents and information’s
across the networks whether it is  through the

Intranet or Internet or extranet.

“Office work will be digitalized. Where every person

connected to the network and from his own desktop,

can do all kinds of copying, printing, faxing, e-

mailing, browsing the web sites, archiving
documents distributing & exchanging documents,
images and information’s with others through one
single Canon machine or Canon solutions. Canon

Digital Equipments & Solutions will facilitate and

allow the most efficient office work. The digital

machines are providing all these office
requirements, which are time and money saving.

They will also reduce photocopying processes and
will compress documents instead of compiling them
in huge archives that could be exposed to possible
loss or damage” he said.

Part of its continuous efforts to promote the

competence of the environment of office work, the

Canon Image Runner products are considered the

state-of-the-art technology that pave the way to

introducing the digital office to Yemen. These
include a series of photocopying and printing
machines and digital technology solutions. These
photocopiers combine paper, fax, digital storage
and a complete multi-functional system.

Canon Digital Technology
Unveils a New Horizon for the

“Digital Office”

The Canon Image Runners are among the latest
digital technologies Canon provides in the context of
office work. These photocopiers are operating to
spread the notion of photocopiers through the
network, which aims basically at promoting office
work competence and reducing the overuse of paper
along with facilitating work of employees. This
could be achieved through connecting the office
work equipment and digital work competence
together, whether scanners, photocopiers, digital
cameras, computers, faxes, printers or database.

“As one of the pioneer companies, we have taken an
initiative to import the Image Runners to the Yemeni
markets in order to cope with today’s requirements,
as well as providing the Yemeni consumers the
chance to enter the digital office world,” Mr. Khaled
said. He added that documents could be digitally

Mr. Ammar.H .
Alul

Mr. Khaled
Abdulwahid

stored and published or copied in any place or time
without the hassle of dealing with huge hardcopy
archives.

A highly sophisticated digital technology was also
exhibited during the event, including:

» The IR. OP office sets, which are connected with
computers through a network and offer complete
office work solutions using the desktop.

= CP 660, CIC, CL BP color digital laser office work
solution that includes a number of Canon digital
photocopiers and color photocopying-laser operation.
* Wide format color printers used for drawings,
designs posters, and advertisement.

* Multi media projectors.

* Canon multi-functional color & laser faxes.

= High quality Color Bubble Jet Printers and Scanners
of high speed & Resolutions.

* Digital Photo & Video Products, which can be
connected to computers, Internet, and satellite.

« Card printer P660.

* Smart Base Multifunctional Bubble Jet & Laser
Machine

Other analogical products were also
exhibited including: photocopiers fax
machines, and other systems such as video
conferencing systems, and other modern
digital products.

Among the modern digital solutions exhibited
were:

* The Digital solutions machines and sets

¢ Archiving machines and Document
Management Systems.

* Wide format color printers.

* Multimedia projectors.

* Canon multifunctional color laser faxes.

= Bubble jet and laser printers

« Digital videos and photographic machines
 Scanners

= Calculators
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A good example of successful Yemeni businesswomen:

By MAHYOUB AL-KAMALY
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

aja Amina al-Amrani has

gotten a great fame to be

the queen of the orange

and mango for adminis-

trating 30 farms and mar-
keting their products in the local markets
and export the superfluous to the neigh-
boring countries.

This businesswoman cannot read and
nor write, however, she amazes the peo-
ple around her about accounting the loss
and profits reaching millions so that they
imagine that she is academic and com-
puter and numbers specialist.

Haja Amina has started her trade life
by sealing corals with small quantities
while others were laughing at her. In
1975 she embarked her free business.

She tells her story to the economic
press that she has definitely taken a deci-
sion in 1982 to change her trade activity
into agricultural filed and marketing the
products from Haja govemnorate to the
central market in Sana’a.

She says “in spite of objection of peo-
ple around me, I like marketing the agri-
cultural products and I challenged many
obstacles related to entering the market
with confidence and enthusiastic and
treated with farmers directly from differ-
ent governorates.

In her very beginning experience Haja
Amina had interesting stories as she was
exposed to businessmen harassment in
public auctions. She dealt with farmers

on the basis of specifying the price with
them in advanced.

She assured that the money has paved
a way and lessen the difficulties when
she built a market in Sana’a to seal the
farms products and bought a farm for
potato and tomato in Marib and observe
it by herself.

She further said I supervised the farm
in Marib by my self then I bought anoth-
er farms specialized them for orange and
mango. I have been enabled 1o own 30
farms and lorries to market the products
in most local markets and export the sur-
plus to the neighboring markets and oth-
€rs.

Haja Amina verified her farms prod-
ucts form vegetables, fruits, potatoes and
lomatoes.

This businesswoman has gained
through her agricultural experience in the
knowledge in the times of farming the
vegetables and fruits and when can be
planted along the time.

She said “The ministry of Agriculture
has 1o pay attention to fertile lands and
farmers so that Yemen to be the richest
country in the world.”

She confirms that the revenues of the
agricultural products are opulent
resources as the oil. However, regretfully
the governmental attention to the agri-
culture is weak and most of crops spoiled
for not being paid attention and properly
stored.

This lady that titled with queen of
orange in Yemen, distributed the brought
back products to poor people and hospi-

tals instead of decaying as there are not
storing refrigerators. She feels pitiful for
neglecting the agricultural lands.

Haja Amina has visited Spain, China,
Egypt. Lebanon and Iraq to get acquaint-
ed with the ways of preservation of agri-
cultural products and how to can and
package but she has failed to find local
partners to help her to establish a project
to store and preserve the superfluous
product.

Orange production as a main revenue for the king of orange

The queen of orang
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Haja Amina expressed her inability to
export her agricultural products alone
and deal with traders in the local market
some of who re-export what they buy
from her.

Between 6-7 lorries each one carries
about 250 boxes of vegetables and fruits
enter Sana’a during the cultivation times.

She says that she seals the ton of
wholesale potato with YR45, 000 and the
orange with YR50, 000 and mango with

- a5

50,000 and

Haja Amina has national stand when
she donated with 200 tons of her agricul-
tural products amounting YR7 million
for the legal forces that were fighting the
unification regressors in 1994,

She is the tiptop businesswoman that
knows nor reading neither writing but
she knows how to count the millions to
get the title of the queen of orange with
merits.

Physical analyses study the....

By MAHYOUB AL-KAMANLI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

he Research Unit at the
Ministry of Agriculture has
gathered 25 samples from
various kinds of Yemeni
coffee from various gover-
norates that are renowned for growing
this plant throughout ancient times in
mountainous terraces, lowlands and val-
leys. By gathering those coffee samples

the Unit aimed at studying effects on its
quality by conducting chemical and
physical analyses at the Coffee Institute
in the French city of Monbilier. The min-
istry of agriculture gathered samples
from fruits of Yemen’s tree of coffee and
had documented that as a first step
towards establishing a genealogical bank
containing the new categories and gener-
alizing their growing in future in compat-
ible with the regions suitable for their
plantation. The research included con-

ducting field surveys of areas growing
coffee with the aim of field categoriza-
tion and fixing the quantities of produc-
tion and its times along the year
Researches also confirm that quality of
Yemeni coffee can be attributed to the
fact that the ancestors did not apply
chemical material for fighting diseases in
coffee farms as they are lately being used
by some farmers. Those materials affect
production and quality and reduce the
historical reputation of Yemeni coffee.

Coffee tree in Yemen is grown in the
northern, central, southern and eastern
heights across a line extending from
Sa’ada to the north to the Yafie
Mountains to the south and on valley
slopes and the plains. The proportion of
the area grown with coffee trees amounts
0 2.5% of the total area of arable land
and this percentage equals to about 33
thousand hectares distributed over 12
governorates. The Yemeni farmer fol-
lows one method in planting coffee trees,

Quality of Yemeni coffee

i.e. by sowing seeds. Presently this is fol-
lowed in government farms producing
400-500 thousand trees a year. The cof-
fee tree height usually ranges between 3
to 9 meters and begins to produce blos-
soms after three years and begins to pro-
duce coffee it reaches 5 years old. The
good demand for the Yemeni coffee by
world markets encourages coffee farms
owners to improve the volume of pro-
duction and increase its quantities for the
purpose of exportation.

22 May Yemen's new birth....

Embraces all colors of political spectrum

BY MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI

very year the Yemeni peo-
ple celebrate the anniver-
sary of Yemeni unification
on the 22 May 1990. this

year the people of Yemen .

observe the 13th anniversary of the
Yemeni unification that restored the two
parts of Yemen in a context of a new
political system founded on democratic
approach rules, respect ideas of all colors
forming the Yemeni political spectrum
and multi-party system.

Celebrating this occasion comes this
year while the Yemenis feel it is embod-
ied by features of the national bond of the
sons of Yemen who are reaping nowadays
the fruit of Yemeni unity in all fields.

Economy & trade development
After 13 years of unified political

action the Yemeni republic has witnessed
tangible economic progress led to
increasing exports from YR 16 billion in
1990 1o YR 659.8 billion in 2000. The

overall volume of exports/imports
amounted to about YR 10404 billion
with a growth rate by around 75% from
the value of gross domestic product.

Implementation of economic reform pro-
gram

During the elapsed 13 years of the unit-
ed state of Yemen the government adopt-
ed a program for economic reform with
which it exerted efforts supported by
donor countries, funds and organizations
to improve the economic performance of
the country, to curb the budget deficit and
to follow a policy of openness toward he
free market in addition to encouragement
of local and external investments.

The unified state of Yemen has gone
ahead in the democratic approach and laid
political traditions for legislative, presi-
dential and local councils elections. It has
unleashed freedom of press and establish-
ment of political parties in the country.
Regarding public services sector, the state
has built about 2000 schools and the num-
ber of universities raised to seven instead

of 3 and built 6 institutes for training
teachers from both sexes. The unity gov-
ernment spent more than YR2S billion on
water projects and more than YR 16 bil-
lion on roads. “the government took care
for developing both agricultural and fish
sector. The planted area of land exceeded
1280 hectares while more than 270 water
installations have been built at a cost of
more than YR 548 million. The govern-
ment  developed modern methods for
fishery and cost of investment in this field
exceeded YR 7 billion. It continued the
work in mineral and oil explorations
where geographical and geological sur-
veys revealed the existence of gold ores
and a number of minerals having eco-
nomic feasibility. Added to that the rise in
oil production capacity to reach 465 bar-
rels per day and the liquefied gas reserve
volume hit beyond 16 trillion metric tons.

Unification of Yemen has been an aux-
iliary element for industrial sector expan-
sion. The number of industrial installa-
tions amounted to 33.328 thousand at an
increase percentage of 70% and conse-

quently provided around 115.529 thou-

* sand job opportunities.

Encouragement of private sector

Under the new economic climate of the
unified state, the private sector has
become more active. Its investments in
industry jumped from 129 projects in
1992 to 803 projects in 2000 at an invest-
ment cost of licensed projects reaching
YR 410 billion. With the expansion of the
geographical area of the unified state of
Yemen, the country has become in pos-
session a variety of tourist attraction con-
stituents. The have gathered between
desert, beaches and diving tourism. The
number of tourists frequenting Yemeni
tourist sites and landscapes climbed from
10000 in 1990 to 85000 in 1999.
Proportion of domestic tourism increased
to about 3 million persons.

Development of human resources
Despite some disturbances that the uni-

fied state has faced the progress of politi-

still going on with calm and organized
steps to attain the targeted objectives in
managing affairs of human resources
capable of leading the country to safety.
The total power of workforce reached in
2001 to about 459272 employees, 56197
of them are working at state departments
and central apparatuses.

Human resources in Yemen, according
to statistics by the ministry of civil serv-
ice, are distributed as follows: a- adminis-
tration 360223, b- judicial apparatus
7398, c- public sector 84380, d- mixed
sector 7271. The ministry is now working
on effecting visions that would offer solu-
tions to failure resulting from distribution
of the workforce. The aim is to lay foun-
dation for the principle of equal opportu-
nities and to provide administrative insti-
tutions with the best efficient employees

All these data and others indicate the
importance of the 22 May unification that
united the people of Yemen under the
banner of the republic of Yemen that con-
tributed to stability in the region and set-

cal, economic and social development is ) tling border dispute by peaceful ways.

The Road
Ahead

The Islamic
gold dinar

By RAIDAN A. AL-SAQQAF
r_saqqaf@hotmail.com

n order to minimize depend-

ency on US Dollar; Malaysia

will be using the golden

Dinar in its international

trade transactions with other
Muslim nations before the end of this
year, as a step to push the new cur-
rency (Islamic Dinar) to be the cur-
rency adopted by the Islamic coun-
tries in their inter-transactions in
order to increase the number of trade
transactions between Islamic coun-
tries and enhance their economic
development.

The idea came from Professor
Omar Ibrahim Fadillo, founder of the
Morabeteen International
Organization. According to him;
Islamic unity can only be established
after the economic unity, coordina-
tion and cooperation between the
Islamic nations. In addition to that,
the important thing behind this con-
cept is that it denotes a symbol from
the Islamic history, and adjusting it
with today’s international trade oper-
ations, symbolizes the real power of
Islamic concepts especially while
encouraging boycotting of American
products, and to limit the influence
of the American dollar.

The success of the gold Dinar as a
unified Islamic currency is depend-
ent on three factors: (a) the level of
demand for the golden Dinar as a
currency, (b) the number of trade
transactions between countries deal-
ing in this currency, and (c) the inten-
sity of economic cooperation and
coordination between Islamic coun-
tries.

Islamic counntries will benefit in
many ways from implementing this
new currency project, most impor-
tant of which is that these countries
need not have enormous foreign cur-
rencies reserves. On the other hand,
it is sad to point out that the insignif-
icant amount of trade and economic
cooperation between Arab and
Muslim nations, knowing that the
overall total production of all the
Arab countries is less than that of
Spain.

Indeed, this is a very hard time for
the Arab world, especially after the
war on Iraq; each country now has its
own foreign policy and follows its
own road, not towards Arab unity but
towards its own individual interests.
This demonstrates the weaknesses of
our nations. We have no shared
strategies for the region or future
plans with our neighboring Arab and
Muslim countries, we are in a sad
position lacking in the teamwork
required for both short and long term
survival.

However, Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohammad
understands the magnitude of the sit-
uation; his attempt to create a united
Islamic market using one currency,
which is the gold Islamic Dinar, is
praiseworthy. The system is built on
the idea that the Islamic governments
keep the gold in a central bank and
use it in seftling their commercial
dealings between each other. Mr.
Mahathir has also conducted in 2002
bilateral talks with several Islamic
countries, including Bahrain, Libya,
Morocco and fran, in order to con-
vince them to use the Islamic Dinar
as a way of payment in their com-
mercial dealings with Malaysia.
Now the ball is in our court; whether
Mahathir’s attempt is to succeed or
fail, that depends on our govern-
ments.

Endnote: The Islamic golden
Dinar can increase the amount of
trade between Muslim countries; in
Jact, it can create a strong fund
unity that helps our economic posi-
tion.
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presents its best wishes and heartfelt felicitations to

net@y.net'ye 3‘;’}“‘9‘ hu‘ﬁ President Ali Abdullah Saleh
e and the Yemeni People
on the occasion of 13th Anniversary of Reunification Day - 22 May
Al-Ashwal for Electric Trade & Agencies also congratulates
D'Llﬂk H. E. Mr. Abdulqader Ba-Jammal
for being granted the leadership confidence as Prime Minister
and also congratulate the cabinet of the new government
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Indonesia to protect Aceh
civilians, food supplies

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia, May
25 (Reuters) - Indonesian officials
sought to reassure frightened civil-
ians in Aceh on Sunday by pledging
to protect buses and ensure regular
foodsupplies after attacks on trucks

- and other transport.

Food supplies has been severely
curbed nearly a week into amilitary
offensive to crush Free Aceh
Movement (GAM) rebels fighting
for independence of the oil and gas-
rich province.

“What’s important is that sup-
plies to the shops be guaranteed,”
chief social welfare minister Yusuf
Kalla told reporters on a visit to
Aceh, a staunchly Muslim province
on the far northern tip of Sumatra
island.

Another priority was taking care
of refugees, who Kalla said num-
bered about 20,000.

Attacks on traffic and burnings of
vehicles, blamed by the military on
separatists, has stifled transport.

The Indonesian military said sep-
arately police had begun protecting
buses in the districts of Bireun and
Pidie on the north coast of Aceh,
where some of the heaviest fighting
in the province of four million peo-
ple has taken place.

Traders and residents in the
provincial capital of Banda Acch
fretted on Sunday about shortages
of vegetables, cooking oil, milk
powder and cigarettes, saying some
prices were soaring.

“No vehicles want to come here.
It's just not safe on the roads,” said
trader M. Kafim in the main market
behind a sprawling black and white
mosque that dominates the city cen-
tre.

But traders said squlies and
prices of the staple riceiwere unaf-
fected.

Kalla said trucks iravelling on
roads with goods would be protect-
ed, but ships would also be char-
tered to carry trucks from other
provinces to major port cities in
Aceh.

Counting Casualties

Many have fled their homes and
scores of people have been killed
since martial law was declared and
the offensive launched after a five-
month peace agreement collapsed.

The Indonesian Red Cross said
on Saturday it had removed about
80 bodies from conllict areas in
Aceh, where more than 10,000 peo-
ple have been killed in decades of
fighting.

The military says at least 62
rebels have been killed while the

£33 -

Indonesian soldiers guard 13 suspected rebels inside a tent before they were
interrogated by military officers at Ulee Lhue port near Banda Aceh, May 25.
The military says at least 62 Free Aceh Movement (GAM) rebels have been
killed while the rebels said on the weekend they had killed more than 600 sol-
diers and police. The military’s own count of its casualties is two dead and 19
wounded. REUTERS
rebels said at the weekend they
had killed more than 600 sol-
diers and police. The military’s
own count of its casualties is
two dead and 19 wounded.

The various figures could not
be independently verified but ‘
correspondents in Aceh said
they did not know of any evi-
dence that would support
GAM'’s count of government
dead.

GAM says more than 70
civilians have been killed while
the military puts the number at
five. Often accused of human
rights violations in the past, the
military says it is doing its
utmost to avoid civilian deaths
in its biggest operation in
decades.

Indonesian television showed
several clashes in Aceh on
Sunday.

A GAM spokesman, Jamaika,
said three government war-
planes dropped 35 bombs on
villages in north Aceh. Military
spokesman Ahmad Yani Basuki
denied there had been an air
attack and said bombing was
nol a government tactic.

The government has 45,000
troops and police pitted against
about 5,000 rebels. Jakarta
hopes for victory within six
months, but the rebels have his-
torically taken advantage of
Aceh’s rugged, jungle-clad ter-
rain.

Resource-rich Aceh is one of
two separatist hot spots in the
archipelago. Papua province in
the cast is the other.
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Opinion

Words of Wisdom

1 remember in the early 1990s, one of the newly-amved
Peace Corps volumeers was puzzled as to why Yemenis did
not plan their free time, especially the week-ends, Six
months after her service in Yemen, 1 met the PC volunteer
again, and asked her if she found an answer to the question,
*Yeah. I mean the whole week is a week-end,” she said.
Prof. Abduiaziz Al-Sagqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR
OPINION

Those soldiers
give a bad
impression

here were so many occasions that 1 have

gone through in which I have been subject

to being pushed around and treated respect-

fully by escorts of the president or his vice

president. One of the occasions where I was
truly disturbed was when the vice president came to
inaugurate an exhibition in Sana’a. Several pickup vehi-
cles filled with soldiers preceded the vice president’s
motorcade. But when the vice president arrived, those
soldiers rushed into the gate of the exhibition center
pushing people around carelessly. The attitude of the
soldiers angered me along with all those who witnessed
this incident. But what angered me most was not the
way they pushed us around. I was angered more when I
realized how this incident reflected a bad image to those
foreign guests who were present.

What would the impression of a foreign dignitary be
when seeing soldiers pushing other respectful guests
around ruthlessly to supposedly make room for the head
of state or his vice? Doesn’t this reflect poor morals, or
at least poor management and organization abilities?

1 later realized that this is a mere culture. It has been
implanted generation after generation since the early
days when escorts and bodyguards would push away
citizens to give way for their sheikh or tribal figure. Yes
the customs may have changes, and yes, weapons may
have developed, but the action is still the same. So is the
mentality. This also applies to escorting cars in a presi-
dential convoy. They seem to disregard anyone and any-
thing on their way, sometimes speeding up and causing
fatalities to pedestrians. This mentality should change.

It is about time for the president and all other high
ranking officials to give those soldiers a warning. They
are either to respect other people. especially those who
are at the scene for a reason (being guests, or invitees),
or not be involved at all.

It was so upsetting to see that those soldiers who were
accompanying the vice president were actually ready to
fire with their Kalashnikovs. Their fingers were on the
trigger, causing fear among those poor guests who have
crossed hundreds of miles to participate in the event.

It is all in our leaders’ hands. They can have their
escorts and bodyguards trained to treat others respect-
fully and prepare for things beforehand instead of rush-
ing in the last moment and causing panic and fear
among the public. They could have some hints on how
to carry out their escorting duty without the need to
humiliate other people around them.

The president has always been calling for human
rights, but doesn’t the preservation of the dignity of nor-
mal citizens fall into the category of defending human
rights? Many people that I talked to after the event said
that if they knew this would have happened to them,
they would not have come at all. Isn’t it time for us to
explain to those soldiers the need to respect others?

Yes. Time has come for soldiers to know what human
rights are all about. I hope that the president will realize
this and work on putting an end to this phenomenon.

The Editor
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Politicians and intellectuals talk about...

13th anniversary of Yemen

HUSSEIN AL-ZURIQI
YT-HODEIDAH

emen unity, declared on
May 22, 1990, is consid-
ered as the most remark-
able achievement by the
Yemeni people in the
twentieth century, and the people have
been much proud of this historic event.

Yemen is in these days celebrating
this anniversary. Many intellectuals
and politicians have talked to YT
about the significance of it.

Ahmad Ali ba-Obeid , general man-
ager of Hodeidah port said achieving
the unification of Yemen has been an
outcome of the struggle and strong
will of all Yemenis, and it is mere a
wrongful to say it was made out of the
blue.

In fact, it is difficult for Yemen to
make any progress without the unity
which has inspired all Yemenis of suc-
cess and was the source of their effi-
ciency in different fields of life.

Throughout the period of unity,
Yemen has been successful in different
political, economic and social spheres.

Now we enjoy democratic modern
state and excellent foreign relations.
And we are proud of the achievements
made in our port, which are the good
harvest of Yemen unity.

Ali Abdullah Fikri, general manager
of the national institute for administra-
tive sciences stressed that Yemen has
witnessed remarkable achievements
within a short period of time. We have
many investments and many econom-
ic, social and cultural developments
occurred. We have made remarkable
progress worldwide.

He stressed that education witnessed
lots of developments in the past 13
years, especially private and public
education,  technical  education
.College of society, and in the field of
eradicating illiteracy.

Dr Bassam Burih, Rector of
Hodeidah University president said
Yemen unity is a significant success.
All the people fought, along with their
leader president Ali Abdullah Saleh,
against the separatists who were lurk-
ing our unity and accordingly they
were defeated and disappointed. .Most
important achievements are:

-Laying foundations for a modern
Yemeni slate,

-Fighting terrorism and violence and
strengthening foreign relations with
friendly countries and settling border
disputes in the proper peaceful way,

-Backing the many-faceted develop-
ment process as it mainly aims at
improving man.

The constitution has laid the founda-
tion of modern Yemeni state, human
rights and the political foundations
and how to peacefully transfer the
power.

In the development field Dr Qassem
stresses the number of elementary and
secondary school is increasing greatly.
There are more than 11 thousand
schools offering education services to
five million students and we have
seven government universities where
two- hundred thousand students are
continuing their studies. Before the
unification, there used to be, however,
only two universities in Sana’a and
Aden. Hodeidah University used to
have only one college, whereas it con-
tains now ten colleges with about
twenty thousand students

Lettene tothe Editen LettenstotheEditer

Another response
to Puddy

fier reading the comment

by Millie Puddy, who
took it upon herself to repre-
sent ‘most of the American
nation’. She talks about free-
dom that the American’s have
to express their views, free-
dom to criticize religion or
religious leaders, and freedom
of information so that
Americans have access to the
truth.

Firstly, i would like to say
why do you have to be so neg-
ative by criticizing others,
why can’t you just accept peo-
ple’s views and respect them
no matter how different they
are or what religion/culture
they follow. This kind of free-
dom you talk about you can
keep.

Secondly, the war briefings
held at the pentagon where
wrong information was being
distributed to your nation and
the rest of the world following
the American’s progress
throughout the war, where
later embarrassed American
Officials had to admit to given
out wrong information. You
praise a country where
Freedom to give out wrong
information is honored.

You wrote about the White
House and Pentagon briefing
where the majority of
reporters were trying to
uncover the truth, i agree with
you there they were ‘trying’
but not all their questions
were being answered or they
were being avoided. What's
the point of having all this
freedom you talk about when
simple questions are not even
being answered.

You mentioned the Arab
media where you state expos-
es lies, the media coverage
you talk about was mostly of
live coverage and you can't
edit live coverage otherwise it
wouldn’t be live. I understand
you saying that you have the
right to criticize go ahead crit-
icize all you want but have
your facts on hand.

Remember we all have our
own morals and you'll find
that my freedom as an Arab
girl living in a wesiern coun-
try is to have an opinion but
for you to have so much
aggression where you go
around criticizing, there is so
much hatred in the world why
do you want to add to it.

Also take into considera-
tion you are an individual in
this big American nation you
talk about so speak from per-
sonal experience, speak of
your own opinions and speak
from the heart because you
can never represent ‘most of
the American's you talk
aboult.

I will finish how you start-
ed your letter ‘Please don’t
get excited’ because 1 never
reading your letter but at the
end of the day you are one

individual trying to get your
comments heard in this big
world we live in.

I also have another
response to Ron Wilson’s let-
ter. You speak of helping oth-
ers and getting stabbed in the
back. Normally when you
help someone out it is with
their request and i do not
remember anyone from Iraq
inviting you (Americans) into
their country. What i do
remember is when Bush came
into power at the top of his list
of things to do was to get rid
of Sadam Hussein (very
Similar to his fathers dream)
so if you want to blame some-
one for the killings of the
American Soldiers blame the
leader you chose. I will also
like to blame your leader for
the killing of the innocent Iraq
civilians that were lost and for
the lives of the British soldiers
that were killed in friendly
fire by the Americans.

Ammal
ammal81@yahoo.com

Invasion repeated, .
Iraqis marginalized
he Irag’s invasion of
Kuwait in 1990 sparks off
more than a dozen UN
Security resolutions activated
by the USA and UK punishing
Iraq for the invasion.

The most devastating reso-
lution was payment of repara-
tions to Kuwait (A region
small than Devon with 600 oil
wells) which amount to about
1/3 of the revenue of oil for
food , and adding the cost of
UN weapons inspectors, Iraq
was left with very little
income to buy food and medi-
cine.

Now the invasion is repeat-
ed by exactly those who con-
demned it in 1990, the USA &
UK, with the support of the
Kuwait ruling family. The
publicly stated aims of the
invaders and their supporters
is the destruction of WMD
which supposedly threatened
the security, not only of USA
& UK, but the whole world.

But weapons of mass
destruction were not found, so
isn’t it right and proper that
the invading countries should
pay the bills of re-building
Iraq and buy reparations at no
cost to the Iraqi people?

Currently the invaders are
occupiers, so what legal rights
(according to international
law) that allow them to scarp
ministries, appoint officers to
public services, issues orders
1o local political movements?

And why is it so difficult
for USA & UK to fix power
stations when temperature as
high as 45-50C? Didn’t those
countries send daily B52’s
loaded with deadly weapons
from UK bases to attack Iraq?

Recently the USA & UK
with other permanent mem-
bers of the Security council
have decided the future of

Iraq with no Iraqi representa-
tions to put forward the nation
points of view. This is a sad
day for Iraq as USA & UK
occupy Iraq and exploit its
wealth for the foreseeable
future.

Why the Iraqi people have
no say in their destiny? Isn’t
Iraq a sovereign, independent
and founder of the UN?

Dr Mosa Ali Abu-Rgheff
University of Plymouth, UK
MosaAlil23@aol.com

Again we see another game!
Does the history repeat

itself? Definitely, the his-
tory revolves along with good
and bad things. When we rec-
ollect the events of ante-sec-
ond Gulf war in 1991, we will
certainly realize that there is
no big difference between the
peace process and the road
map which both were drafted
by the same hands.

After Saddam Hussein had
invaded Kuwait, Bush - the
father departed what was
called * the peace process’ and
promised the Arab leaders to
put an end for the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict.

President Bush skillfully
manipulate the crisis by reas-
suring that he will oblige
Israeli government to sit down
with Palestinian negotiators,
and actually he could bring
both sides to Washington.
About ten years of exhausting
negotiations, nothing could
they achieve because most of
the Israeli government took
hard lines in its policy with
Palestinians. By the summer
of 2000th, Sharon broken into
Al-Agsa mosque, declaring
that the game is over.

Now, the Engineer is
President Bush —the son -
who had departed the road
map, making use of his
father’s policy. Bush wanted
to build an alliance like that
one his father did. To do so, he
has to present a new vision for
the Palestinians issue, so that
he can get some support from
the Arab countries in the
region.

Having war on Iraq fin-
ished, Bush’s vision appeared
to be another game. which
would likely turn into mirage.

Ali Alward

Sticking to
the right course

he new government is 0

face tough challenges in
order to prove its privilege in
ruling Yemen and have the
positions held by them.
Beside, the public have to
understand that it’s not easy
for them to do so unless they
show their best. However, we
expect a lot from them the
government especially is con-
structing a proper infrastruc-
ture and in other fields like
education, investment and co-
ordination with Gulf countries
and the international commu-

nity, disallowing corruption in
the administrative and finan-
cial sectors.

We are looking forward to
have the new government
declare better investment
opportunities and to clearly
state the requirements, rules
and regulations guaranteed
for investors to start investing
in the country with peace of
mind. ’

On the other hand, the
opposition should stop hunt-
ing for government’s mistakes
and start coordinating with the
government to serve Yemen
and its people in a better way.

Our country should start
exporting and importing use-
ful commodities rather than
giving democratic lessons to
others, while getting loans
from them. The government
has to accept ideas coming
from the opposition in case
they could help bring Yemen
back on track and ensure that
our country moves towards
more development.

Suliman Al-Nasser
sulimanco@rediffmail.com

Elections are

a positive step
lection in Yemen has
taken democracy into a
higher level in comparison to
other Arabian countries. This
actually gives hope to most of
the Yemeni youth in a better
life ahead of them. It feels
great for a person to elect
whom he thinks is a better
representative of him in the
parliament. To most of us, this
is a dream slowly turning into

a reality.

Fouad Allahabi
Jfouad_allahabi@hotmail.com

Biased article on Iran

I would like to respond to
the article entitled “The
Islamic Republic of Iran:
Myth and reality” by Hassan
Al-Haifi. T have never, ever
read a more biased article in
my lifetime (I'm 64). And
possibly never will. As an
Editor is it not your profes-
sional duty to render an article
fiction—if in fact that is true.
“A deafening silence” and “a
mournful optimist” are exam-
ples of—pointedly foolish
contradictory ~ expressions
(terms), that are known as
oxymorons. Mr. Al-Haifi has
now added a new one:
“Iranian Democracy.”

It would appear this gentle-
man has gotten off his med-
ication and needs to break
back in the hospital from
whence he came.

David Lynch
dlynch1057@aol.com

Same captain on
sinking ship
Will we see the end of

corruption, financial
embezzlement of public

funds, maladministration,
and poverty? That’s a drcam

The second National Reconciliation

On the
right track

hen this observer was waiting to hear

President Ali Abdullah Saleh speak on

the Eve of the Anniversary of Yemen’s

Unification with some friends, some

were asking if anybody could guess
what His Excellency was going to say. Some of the
friends said that he was going to discuss the issue of ter-
rorism. Others said that he was going to speak about the
new government and the important mandate he issued to
the new Cabinet to get on the ball or else look for a job in
two years’ time. When it came to this observer’s turn, I
looked at my watch realizing that there was only one
minute left before the speech and said: “His Excellency
was going to announce the amnesty for all the people
caught up in the frantic secession movement that col-
lapsed before it had a chance to even breathe its first
breath. Honestly speaking, I really had no idea what the
President was really going to say at that time. Nor did I
have any draft of his speech. However, knowing the
astute capabilities of the President in making quick and
sensible decisions before anybody would dare even sug-
gest any such proclamation, I sensed that the President
would wisely outgun his advisors and counselors and
come out with a momentous proclamation that was to
launch the first real efforts towards bringing all the need-
ed drive to start setting this nation back on the track of
reconciliation and cohesiveness. Surely, the Republic
needs to get rid of all the hang-ups and as much of the
divisions that stand in the way of Yemen taking on the
real problems facing the country in the economy and the
social front. While this decision was not based on any
effort to clamp down on any hopes for the failing seces-
sionist propagators, one could honestly say that any
moves towards such ridiculous aspirations, would not
only suicidal, but selfish and futile to say the least. Since
the ending of the Civil War of 1994, it has been made ever
so clear that Yemen was never to see itself divided into a
multitude of political and sovereign entities. Since then,
the institutions for the settlement of national unity have
been laid deep in the social and mental fabric of Yemeni
society that only a major earthquake could ever bring any
schisms in the territory of the Republic of Yemen again,
God forbid. After the speech, my friends were as much
surprised by my ability to foresee the President’s
Proclamation as they were about the President’s sensa-
tional words. They all looked at me and asked if I had
any inkling of what was about to be said by the President.
I swore to them that, I really did not have the slightest
idea what His Excellency was going to say, but I just felt
that it seemed to be just the right thing to do at that very
moment. One of the friends tried to point out that the
Proclamation was not really an amnesty since it only
waived the sentences issued by the Court in Case No. 5,
etc. I made it clear that as far as the President was con-
cemed, that is the best he could ever do under the pre-
vailing Constitutional circumstances, because a full
amnesty declared by the President, would mean the inter-
ference of the Executive Branch in the powers of the
Judicial System, and we know the President was wise
enough not to wish to overstep his Constitutional author-
ities, by any means and for whatever reason. However,
the President reinforced his sincere intentions by calling
upon all the Yemenis, who had any fear of political
repression to return back home and to “actively engage in
the reconstruction of the country and the building of a
modern Yemeni society”, or something to that effect.
One is reminded of the momentous proclamation made
by the late wise leader of Yemen, Qadhi Abdurrahman Al-
Iriani, may God bless his soul, when he declared that all
Yemenis who participated in the efforts to reinstate the
monarchy in the 1960s during the First Civil War of
Republican Yemen, are free to return to their homeland
and actively engage in reconstructing the country. The
result was that Yemen enjoyed one of its most exhilarat-
ing periods in post Revolutionary Yemen. One is inclined
to believe that history might just repeat itself again as the
last thorn standing in the way of cohesion of the people
of Yemen has now been removed and the many produc-
tive elements that were caught up in the senseless seces-
sion drive would find their rightful niche in working pro-
ductively towards bringing back some of the prosperity
and harmony Yemen enjoyed during the Iriani regime and
Al-Hamdi regimes and the pre-unification years of
President Ali Abdullah Saleh. We really needed this kind
of hope to be reinstilled in our hearts and minds again,
Mr. President and we thank you very much for setting it
ablaze again. Happy Unification Anniversary to all of
Yemen and all Yemenis wherever they are.

as long as the new govern-
ment will be restricted in
powers as it has always been.
Still the sheikhs and tribal
military influences are the
“untouchables” safe-guarded
by big men in the country.
There is no much to be
expected from the new gov-
ernment. The president’s
choice of the same Prime
minister indicates no change
to the better.

We would have been hap-
pier if the president chose a

pragmatic statesman like Mr
Faraj Bin Ghanim. At least
that could have been for a
change and for people of this
country to see some light in
the end of the tunnel. Why
prolong the achievements of
national building by keeping
failures aboard? Why resirict
the process of national build-
ing to certain individuals
only? What about the others,
don’t they have a role?
Mohd Abdullah
basmeirmohd@hotmail.com
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It’s apparent that Washington has no clear plan for Irag

Going awry

By PATRICK COCKBURN
BRITISH COLUMNIST

n one sense everybody — sup-

porters and opponents of the

war in Irag — got it wrong.

Opponents  denounced U.S.

plans to impose neo-imperial
control on the country. Supporters
spoke of the good things the United
States planned to bring to the Iragi peo-
ple once Saddam Hussein was over-
thrown.

It was only as the looting of
Baghdad continued week after week
and the United States visibly failed to
get control of the situation that the
bizarre truth emerged: Washington
does not have any real plans for Iraq at
all. It is making up its policy as it goes
along.

Everywhere there are signs of the
breakdown. A few weeks ago I nerv-
ously drove from Baghdad to Amman
in Jordan along the great highway
through the western desert of Irag. As
we passed looters, their elderly pick-
ups and taxis piled high with junk, I
wondered if it would occur to any of
them that they could make a lot more
money by stealing our car at gunpoint
than they could by stripping old Iraqgi
government offices of broken chairs
and filing cabinets.

But even then I thought that the phe-
nomenon was probably temporary. At

some point the Americans, whom we _

could see assiduously checking the
papers of aid convoys from Jordan,
would surely feel bound to secure the
most important land route leading to
Iraq. In fact it has gotten worse. Even
tough Jordanian drivers, who drove to
Baghdad at the height of the bombing,
now often refuse to travel the road

because of fear of armed bandits.

Paul Bremer, the new U.S. viceroy
in Iraq, who abruptly replaced the
retired general Jay Garner last week,
supposedly has started a new tough
policy, holding looters for 20 days and
sacking some 15,000 to 30,000 former
Baath Party members. It is probably
too late. With at least 60 percent of the
Iraqi population destitute before the
war, according to the United Nations,
brief detention by U.S. troops is not
going to end the looting.

If the United States was so uninter-
ested in what happens in Iraq after the
war, why on Earth did it fight it in the
first place? After all, it paid an
immense diplomatic price in terms of
the disruption or destruction of its tra-
ditional alliances. George Bush and
Tony Blair tend to treat their previous
justifications for the war as a bit of
ancient history, but they matter still
because they are pointers to what may
now happen in Iraq and the rest of the
Middle East.

The United States seems to have
fought the war essentially because it
wanted a war. It did so because the
political fuel on which the present U.S.
administration runs is to emphasize the
externa] threat. Through this means it
has won control of the Senate and may
well win the next presidential election.

Other explanations for the war do
not really work. Some U.S. oil compa-
nies may have wanted to get a share of
Iraq’s oil wealth. But even they need a
measure of security to exploit Iragi oil-
fields, as some western oilmen doleful-
ly point out.

They also are nervous that it is
becoming more and more dangerous to
be an American, or indeed any other
type of westerner, anywhere in the

Middle East.

There is nothing unique to the
United States about the willingness of
its government to exploit the sense of
external threat felt by Americans since
the attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon in 2001. Most gov-
ernments anywhere in the world, if
they thought they could get away with
it, would like to hold a “khaki” election
in which they could wrap the flag
around them and traduce their oppo-
nents as unpatriotic.

The difference in the United States
today is that the civilian leadership of
the Pentagon, notably Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul
Wolfowitz, are uniquely reckless, arro-
gant and ill informed about Irag. At the
end of last year Wolfowitz was happily
saying that he thought the Iragi reac-
tion to the capture of Baghdad would
be much like the entry of the U.S.
Army into Paris in 1944. He also
apparently believed that Ahmed
Chalabi, the leader of the Iraqi
National Congress, then as now one of
the most unpopular men in Irag, would
be the Iraqi Charles de Gaulle.

These past mistakes matter because
the situation in Iraq could easily
become much worse. Iragis realize that
Saddam may have gone but that the
United States does not have real con-
trol of the country. Last week, just as a
Bremer emissary was telling academ-
ics at Mustansiriyah, the ancient uni-
versity in the heart of Baghdad, who
should be purged from their staff, sev-
eral gunmen, never identified, drove up
and calmly shot dead the deputy dean.

There will be more such attacks.
They may not be on a large scale. But
the tendency is for the present adminis-
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tration in Washington to respond to any
threat by escalating its rhetoric and
over-reacting. It would not take much
for President Bush to start describing
bomb attacks or assassinations in Iraq
as one more example of the long arm
of al-Qaida or the Iranian government.

Supposed links between Saddam
Hussein and al-Qaida, heavily publi-
cized by the White House before the
war, were largely journalistic concoc-
tions. But in the present anarchy al-
Qaida will find that Iraq, where people
are suffering all the disadvantages of
occupation but without civil order, is a
fertile recruiting ground.

Patrick Cockburn is the co-author,
with Andrew Cockbumn, of “Saddam
Hussein: an American obsession.” The
Independent is a general circulation
newspaper published in Great Britain.
This article was first published in The
Independent in Great Britain.
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e have just experi-

enced the shock of

the most spectacular

and deadly terror

attack in modemn
history. In an almost surreal scene from
a Hollywood movie, on September 11,
2001. Thousands of Americans were
maimed and killed. The costs might
even go over the one trillion-dollar
mark, and the event may even trigger
worldwide economic depression. These
terrible acts of terrorism must be fought
with every ounce of American resolve.
And those who commit such heinous
acts must be punished to the fullest
severity of the low. No such acts must
ever be permitted on American soil.
That being said, how then do you then
protect yourselves from terror in the
future? Because of increased scientific
knowledge around the world, the next
terror will be far more deadly than what
happened on September 11. The next
heroic occurrence might not even entail
an explosion of any kind, but the silent
more death of a biological or radiation
attack. The bad news in that no matter
how many billions of dollars the gov-
ernment spends or how many bombs it
drops. It is impossible to completely
protect yourselves from these great
dangers. In fact, the more bomb-drop-
ping and devastation you do, the more
likely a future terrorist response. You
have moved into an era in which even
sheer military might is no protection.
No longer can strong nations attack
weak ones with impunity. The tiniest
nation or political entity can easily
revenge itself with mass terror. No
nation is invulnerable not even the
strongest nation on earth. Unless you
understand the why of these terrorist
acts, the motivations behind them, you

can not prevent a repeat of such terror-
ism in the future. You Americans must
ask yourselves why you now suffer
such terror. When a clock stops, we ask
why it is not plugged in. Is the leathery
dead? Is it broken? If so, why is it bro-
ken? When you have a problem, if you
don’t ask why and get some good
answer and act on them, you can not
prevent a repeat of such terrorism in the
future. It will persist. It may well even
become a lot worse.

The American media have provided
you in living color the gory details of
this bloody attack on the American peo-
ple. They have even told you who
might be behind it, but the Zionist-
dominated media so far have carefully
avoided giving an understandable rea-
son why the autack took place. Calling
the attackers “ Cowards” is, of course,
untrue. The terrorists committed an
indescribably horrible act against the
American people, but certainly they are
not cowards. Kamikazes may be mis-
guided, but sacrificing one’s own life
for a cause is not cowardice. And call-
ing perpetrators cowards or madman
doesn’t answer the question of why
these horrendous acts accrued, unless
one thinks every coward and mad man
wants to blow up the world Trade
Center and the Pentagon. Those
descriptions prevent people from dis-
covering the reason why the event actu-
ally occurred. And, if we want to pre-
vent such occurrences from happening
in the future, it is absolutely vital to
understand “Why”. May be a good first
question to ask is why these “Crazy’, *
Cowardly” Arabs never attack
Switzerland or Sweden? What could it
be that those countries do or don’t do
that causes them to be ignored while
you are targeted. We know and you
know the ultimate cause of this terror-
ism stems directly from your involve-
ment in and support for the criminal
behavior of Israel. US political leaders

are doing their people no favor by rein-
forcing popular ignorance with self-ref-
erential rhetoric. And the echoing cho-
rus of Tony Blair, whose determination
to bind Britain ever closer to US for-
eign policy reiches up the threat to your
own cities, will only fuel anti-western
sentiment. So will calls for the defense
of “Civilization",.with its overtones of
Samuel Huntington’s poisonous theo-
ries of post cold war confrontation
between the West and Islam, heighten-
ing perceptions of racism and
hypocrisy. Arabs know that almost
every bomb that kills their people
comes from America, every bullet,
every tank, and every fighter plane, is
manufactured or paid for by American
dollars. It is America’s billions of dol-
lars of support that have enabled the
Jewish state to terrorize the Arab peo-
ple for half a century. Even though
Israel invaded Lebanon and killed thou-
sands of civilians, America never
threatened to bomb Tel Aviv (as it did
Iraq) if Israel refused to obey UN reso-
lutions to withdraw. A comparison of
America’s reaction to Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait to that of Israel’s invasion of
Lebanon is instructive. America’s one-
sided foreign policy can be illustrated
by the different treatment offered Israel
and Iraq.

- Iraq invaded Kuwait, Israel invad-
ed Lebanon

- Perhaps 3000 Kuwaiti civilians
died in the initial war with Iraq. 40,000
Lebanese died from the time of the
invasion through the occupation.

- Iraq disobeyed UN resolutions to
leave Kuwait. Israel disobeyed UN res-
olution to leave Lebanon (for 18 years).

- Iraq broke international conversa-
tion on chemical, biological and
nuclear weapons in the past. Yet Israel
is a far greater offender, having one of
the greatest arsenals of chemical, bio-
logical and nuclear weapons in the
world.

cIl

- Iraq refused UN inspections.
Israel has always refused UN inspec-
tions.

For these violations America
bombed Irag. In response to Israel’s
crimes, America just continued to send
more billions of dollars. American for-
eign policy was and continues to be
Israeli policy. Israel was not threatened
with even a cutoff of U.S. and thou-
sands of Lebanese civilians died from
the Israeli actions. America dropped
more explosives on Iraq in a few weeks
than it had in the whole of the Second
World War. America killed hundreds of
thousands of Iragis including tens of
thousands civilians. Then you engaged
in a blockade and sanctions on Iraq that
even the anti-Iragi United Nations says
it led to the death of at least 1,200,000
children and hundreds of the thousands
of elderly. Let those Americans who
don’t understand the why of this terror-
ism concentrate on this shocking fact.
One million, two hundred thousand
children have died as a direct result of
America’s policy toward Irag. Some
Americans reading my words will
refuse to believe it, they will refuse to
believe that America has purposely
caused the death of hundreds of thou-
sands of Iragi children. Here is the tran-
script of the interview of America’s
Jewish Secretary of State with Leslie
Stahl of CBS on May 11, 1996:

Lesley Stahl, speaking of US sanc-
tions against Iraq: “We have heard that
half million children have died. I mean
that’s more children than died in
Hiroshima. And.... and you know, is
the price worth it. Madeline Albright:
“I think this is a very hard choice, but
the price.....we think the price is worth
it?” and some Americans wonder why
they are so hated. I think the govern-
ment of the US must reconsider and
reexamine its policy towards the
Middle East.
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BY SAMER A.

Democracy or
democratic?

By Esam SoHalIL, Kansas, USA

f the perpetually sullen savants

of the ivy towers are guilty of

ignoring Iraq’s flirtation with

parliamentary democracy in

the 1920s, the over-enthusiastic
think tank idealists are naive in con-
fusing a modern democratic state with
the state of democracy. Democracy
does not make a nation democratic. On
the contrary, the usual result of ram-
pant democracy, especially amongst
those unaccustomed to the tempera-
ments of pluralist liberty, is autocracy
of the worst kind.

One can forgive the starry eyed mis-
sionaries of the intellectual right for
being less than cautious in their termi-
nology. After all, with the exception of
the most fastidious students of consti-
tutional thought, most Americans for-
get that theirs is a republic, not a
democracy. If their private correspon-
dence and the debates in the 1787
Constitutional Convention are any
indication, America’s Founding
Fathers had as little regard for democ-
racy as they did for monarchy, perhaps
even less. What they crafted was a
system where the democratic element
co-existed with the principles of feder-
alism, judicial vigilance, and sage
advice to promote pluralism and pro-
tect liberty. Subsequently the revolu-
tion in France and the reforms in
Britain studiously attempted to copy
this delicate American balance and
helped pass on those lessons to the rest
of Europe and., eventually, to -the
European colonies around the globe.
What we call *democracy’ in common
parlance today is that idea of a consti-
tutional edifice of contrived balances
that draws deeply upon the well of
popular participation but does not bow
to reckless mob behavior. Where such
balances were ignored on the altar of
populism and democracy championed
for its own sake, the demagogues had
a field day. History recalls that Adolf
Hitler, Benito Mussolini, Juan Peron,
and Robert Mugabe were but only a
few of those who used unattended
democracy to unleash dictatorships. In
the hands of rogue populist democrats,
free elections mean ‘one man, one
vote, and one time’. It happened in
Iran, Kazakhstan, and almost in
Algeria.

Iraq will be no exception of other
nations that have gone unprepared
down the path of infatuation with
democracy. Within the context of
strong constitutional guarantees of
individual rights and diffusion of state
power, free markets, and vibrant civil
pluralism, the democratic element to

governance is the best known avenue
to progress and prosperity. Left to fend
for itself, however, novice democracy
often lends itself to the instantaneous
fears of a temporary majority. Thus
historically it has been a used as a
facade by manipulative demagogues,
adept at appealing to the basest of mob
emotions, to rob majority and minori-
ty of liberty, property, and sometimes
life itself. A sudden democracy in Iraq
is likely to yield a similar scenario not
too long after General Franks and his
boys go home. Romantic notions of
democracy are dangerous. Especially
in a region where literacy is at a mini-
mum, anti-Western feelings run high
amongst the impoverished, and vio-
lence is more prevalent than water.

Rather it is important to encourage
the institutions of a free civil society
so that the necessity of democratic
ideals can be nurtured within the con-
text of a mature body-politic that val-
ues liberty, pluralism, tolerance, and
competition. Be they nasty tabloids,
rambunctious college debate forums,
or vibrant small enterprises jostling for
market share, the ultimate impact of
such civic expressions of routine free-
dom will be to mold a people long
fearful of their rulers into a society
that is comfortable with pluralism.
Iraq is far less in need of parliamentar-
ians right now than it is of journalists
who can question social mores, profes-
sors who can teach the truth, and
bankers who want to compete for time
deposits. Providing these profession-
als and others with training, tools, and
capital is far more important than min-
ing for untainted Baath Party officials
who can run the oil ministry.

A new Iraq has to be constructed by
Iragis themselves. They do not need
the gift of superfluous legislatures and
feel-good elections designed in the
oak paneled halls of Washington think
tanks. With a few years of stability and
the world community’s assistance in
unleashing a vigorous civil society,
they would be able to get to the ardu-
ous task of constitution- making them-
selves. A nation used to the ideas of
debate, pluralism, free commerce, and
individual rights will be unlikely to
create an unstable democracy.
Instead, with the proper international
support, especially reflective prudence
on part of the powers at the helm of
Iragi reconstruction, we may be fortu-
nate enough to see in Iraq the emer-
gence of a pluralist democratic repub-
lic with deep roots going into an
indigenous civil society.

The cradle of ancient civilization
deserves that chance to rejoin modern
civilization.
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MoHAMED TAHA HAmMmooD & Co.

Business
Inaugurated...

MICROSOFT BUSINESS SOLUTIONS & MOHAMED TAHA HAMOOD & CO.

n Sunday 18th May,
Mohamed Taha Hamood &
Co. celebrated a unique
partnership  with  the
world’s largest company
“Microsoft”. '
The celebration was a dinner party held at
the Taj Sheba Hotel where a number of
high profile guests, diplomats, reporters
and a representative from M.'\crosoft have
attended. s
At the party, Mohamed Taha Hamood Al-
Hashimi, Managing Partner of the com-
pany gave a brief introduction on his
company and its achievements and the
benefit of this partnership for Yemen.
“This is a historic relationship where the
largest company in the world (Microsoft)
joined hands with a local company in
Yemen. This signals that Yemen is head-
ing to the electronic age in line with the
other countries of the world”, he quoted.
Mr, Hussein Al- Shaikh, Channel
Manager- Microsoft Middle East, gave a
brief demo on the services and the clients

that have used Microsoft Business
Solutions and how Microsoft was able to
get more than 850 clients in the Middle
East in less than a year and a half.
“Mohamed Taha Hamood & Co. has been
one of the leading auditing firms in
Yemen for the past 13 years and now we
have another partner that we are proud of
that will make us lead the business solu-
tions market in Yemen and make sure that
Yemen’s market receives the exact quali-
ty service that you would expect from any
international organization.

There .is no need to get people from
abroad to implement a certain solution for
your business anymore. We have a full
Microsoft Certified Team that is equipped
and ready to make sure that Yemen has
local support which will save the client’s
time and money and we are sure that they
will prove us right.

We are known to provide international
standard services and we want to preserve
our market’s trust in us. That is why we
have invested heavily in this new partner-

Solutions

' |
Mohamed Taha Hamood Al-Hashimi
Managing Partner

ship and once again we will prove to the
market that we are still at our best no mat-
ter what field we go into”, said Hisham
Mohamed Taha Hamood Al- Hashimi,
Marketing & PR Executive of the compa-

e
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Hisham Mohamed Taha Hamood
Marketing & PR Executive

ny.
The celebration was concluded with Mr.
Mohamed Taha Hamood Al- Hashimi's
declaration of the beginning of the part-
nership by cutting the cake and opening

Hussein Al-Shaikh

. Channel Manager-Microsoft Middle East

the buffet.

And by that, Mohamed Taha Hamood &
Co. and Microsoft Business Solutions are
now officially active in the Republic of
Yemen.
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IYMIS

he general plan for year

2003 is divided into three

parts. The first is devoted to

deal with creating aware-

ness with respect to issues
of population and reproduction health
through all means of media. This task is
being fulfilled through producing vari-
ous enlightening programs, flashes and
messages largeting relevant society seg-
ments such as parents and youth.
Funding all this project is done through
coordination and cooperation with the
UNFPA, the General Administration for
Reproductive Health, affilliate of the
ministry of health through satellite TV
channels in Sana’a and the 2nd TV
channel in Aden, the European
Program, the German Construction
Bank and several other supporting
organizations. The media tools used in
the awareness campaigning includes 6
local radio stations all around the coun-
try and specialized pages in press.

There would be training courses to be
organised aimed at rising efficiency of
media personnel on issues relating to
population, reproductive health, family
organisation and social gender.

Other training course would involve
training radio scenario writers and
directors with regard to texts special-
ized in this respect. As for the material
of these programs it will cover topics
such as mass communication training,
and media reporting on population and
reproductive health issues. The first
course had been conducted in
Hadramout governorate last March
meant to be as introductory effort in this
field.

A plan has been set up for maintain-
ing “Hope and Future Telephone Line”
first inaugurated on December 2, 2002.
This facility aims at providing dissemi-
nation of population culture in general
and reproductive health and family care
and organisation in particular. The aim
is also to spread knowledge and scien-
tific information on the negative impact
of population explosion in Yemen and
its negative effects on economic, social,
health and cultural development.
Gender issues will also be dealt with on
this line.

Information and  Population
Communication Activities of
Information Ministry, Final Report,
2002

L Policies and Objectives:

During implementation of General
Program  of Information and
Communication educational and infor-

BY HUSSEIN OMAR BA SALEEM
INFORMATION ASSISTANT
UNDERSECRETARY,

PoPULATION G.P. OF INFORMATION
& COMMUNICATION EXECUTIVE
SEC.-GEN.

mation activities for 2002, the general
policy of the Program on intensification
of information efforts and programs via
the various media channels was focused
mainly on creating public awareness
especially among the targeted groups,
in a way that encourages their participa-
tion and support for the policies and
objectives concerning:

1-1 Presenting and discussing the

population problem and its economic, -

cultural and social factors as well as
their effect on female fertility high rate
and annual population growth rate.

1-2 Highlighting the importance of
reproductive health and family planning
and their direct impact on:

- Decrease the general average of

women fertility

the economic, cultural, social and
health development programs.

II. Targeted Groups:

The communication and formative
messages and programs targeted the six
following groups:

1. Fathers

2. Mothers

3. Female Youth

4. Male Youth

5. Family

6. Society

II1. Communicative and
Informative Activities via mass
media:

Funded by the UNFPA, the United
Nations Fund for Population, the pro-
gram prepared, produced and published
365 TV and Radio programs of total
duration of 173.30 hours and thirty min-
utes during 2002 as follows:

3-1 Preparation, production and
broadcasting of 67 various TV events.
These events included public programs,
slogans and notifications through the
first and second satellite TV channels.
These TV events started being screened
from August 2002 (See Tablel) of total
duration amounting to nine hours.

3-2 Preparing and producing 298

The role of the National Population Council, the

European Program and the United Nations Fund

for Population is fundamental in supporting the
activities of this project
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One of the workshops implemented by the Program

- Decrease of the annual population
growth rate

- Decrease of maternity mortality

- Decease of infant mortality

1-3  Highlighting gender and
women issues and discussing them in a
way that allows full comprehension
regarding women'’s issues and role in
development on one hand , and her cul-
tural role through awareness (girls edu-
cation), so as to reduce volume of the
population problem, on the other hand.

1-4 Discussing the negative role of
population problem on future success of

A plan has been set up for maintaining “Hope and
Future Telephone Line” first inaugurated on
December 2, 2002. This facility aims at providing
dissemination of population culture in general and

reproductive health

Great achievements

(1999-

By Aziz ABDULMAJEED

he Program has during

the period 1999- 2002

managed to accomplish

great achievements in

creating awareness

among the society on the population

problem and issues of reproduction

health and social gender, using the

facilities of mass communications

(press, radio and TV). The: program

produced and broadcast a big series

of programs and dialogue confer-

ences as well as publication of arti-

cles in press. It had further more

retained special pages in official
newspapers dealing with this topic.

The success he Program had

achieved in this regard can be attrib-

2002)

uted to the support offered by the
minister of information Hussein
Dhaifallah al-Awadhi and the
Program leadership.

Acknowledgment is also to be
offered to other parties for their sup-
port, mainly the ministry of public
health and population, general secre-
tariat of the national council for pop-
ulation, the UNFPA, the major sup-
porter of the program’s activities.

As for its working plan for the
period 2003-2006 the Program is
planning to execute many informa-
tion activities on population. Its plan
covers media production, develop-
ment of capabilities and gaining
skills by media men who are special-
ized in population programs and
issues.

radio programs, informative dialogues
and a slogan related to the III National
Conference on Population Policy.
Eighty-four radio dialogue programs
were funded by the European Project
with a total duration of 164.30 hours
covering the period from January to
December 2002. These programs were
broadcast through the general and sec-
ond programs and the five local sta-
tions. (See Table 2)

3-3 Preparation, production and pub-
lishing 12 educational pages in Al-
Thawra and Al-Wihda newspapers.
These pages approached National
Population Strategies and high birth
rate as serious obstacles against total
development. It also talked about girls’
education and its role in reducing the
problem. (See Table 4)

3-4 Organizing four introductory
meetings regarding the population and
reproductive health, and discussing
family planning, gender issues, youth
and media population reports and how
to phrase them in a unified standard
way. These sessions targeted:

+ - Saba News Agency and Official
Press
- Taiz, Hadramout and Sa’da Media
Authorities

- Development Authorities in the

local authorities of Taiz

- Women'’s National Committee

- Official Press staff

- Staff of private sector, partisan and

independent newspaper

- National Universities

- Yemeni Women's Union

Annual Report on activities of the Population General
Program of Information and Communication 2002

Media S. Channel Type Dura- Content Target Funded No Broadcast rate Total policies
Event No ::z" group By daily | weekly monthly yearly duration
min)
Education | | Yemen Program 30 awareness& | Parents, UNFPA I 30 Concentratin
al Satellite behavior vouth, PDS g effons and
Communi Channel family & media
ca-tion society programs in
about 2 Yemen | Session in 15 awareness& | Parents, UNFPA 7 14 210 the various
PDS RH. Satellite | program behavior youth, RH mass media
Gender Channel family & channels  so
issues sociely to create
3 Yemen | Slogan 15| awarcness& | Policy General 12 |4 28 120 30 awareness
Satellite behavior makers Secretaniat and political
Channel and of the directions
exccutors | National with the
Populatio population
n Council strategics
4 ™ Program 15 awareness& | Parents, UNFPA 7 4 210
behavior youth, RH
family &
society
5 = Slogan 15 awareness& | Policy General 12 |4 28 120 20
behavior makers Secretanat
and of the
executors | National
Populatio
n Council
6 Yemen | Flashes 45 awareness& | Parents, UNFPA 28 |2 14 60 45
Satellite behavior youth, RH
Channel family & | PDS
society
Total 67 9 hrs
Table 1: Types and description of the media programs between August to 31st December 2002
Media S. | Comm Type Dura-| Noof Content Target Funded No Broadcast rate Total policies
Event No | Channel ?0“ Statons group By daily | weekly | monthly | yearly | duration
mn
min)
Bducation | 1 Radio | Dialogue 1.35 4 awarcness& | Parents, UNFPA 74 12 666 15 Concentratin
al behavior youth, g efforts and
Communi family & media
ca-lion I B society programs in
about 2 Radio | Program 30 4 awareness& | Parents, UNFPA 64 8 32 128 64 the various
PDS RH behavior youth, PDS mass media
Gender family & channels  so
Issues society to create
3 Radio | Dialogue 52 7 awareness& | Parents, European | 84 14 56 428 2830 awareness
behavior youth, Program and political
family & directions
society with the
4 Radio | Program 30 2 awareness& | Parents, General 16 2 4 32 16 population
behavior youth, Secretaniat siralegies
family & | of the
society National
Populatio
n Council
5 Radio | Program 30 L] awareness& | Parents, UNFPA 48 4 16 48 24
. behavior youth, PDS
family &
sociely
6 Radio | Slogan 5 7 awarencss Policy General 12 121 14 630 1890 17
secon makers and | Secretarial
ds executors of  the
National
Populatio
n Council
Toual 298 164.30
hrs
Table 2: Types and description of the Radio programs between August to 31st December 2002
Media Event S Type venue Content Participants No. of Date in 2002 QOutcomes
Objectives No Participan
15
1)Presenting | Introducto Sana’a, awareness | - Official Press 40 23-24%
and discussing oo i Media & - Yemeni Women March 1) The participants were introduced to
the populmion meeting Center behavior U‘eron ——_"— the problcms upproachcd and were
problem and its 'Cm:::ﬁlz ‘= provided a scientific reference for
economic, - Yemen Satellite further use
cultural and Channel and 2 2) Comprehension of the particularitics
social factors Channel and local of a population media report
2 Highlighting - Public Universitcs 3 Compostimion nte g vty ot
gender and [3 Introducto Sana’a, awareness | - Saba News Agency | 20 297 sept-1 !nc la:report anciundesancing its
women issues ry meeting Media & central level Oct Jﬂ'rgm.ls_ L
3) youth issues Center behavior | - Saba News Agency 4) Gaining agreement by total majority
and its role in non-central level that this population problem is quite
development 3 - Official Press - critical and concerns all media
dyreducing e | 3 Introducto | Taiz. Al- | awareness | - Media Authorities | 20 15-17 Oct instruments and all press.
informative  gap ry mecting | Jumhorya " it 1ALz, Hardetiot 5) And the importance of spreading the
" Newspaper | behavior | and Sa’da P p! v 2
Sd Gep Premises - development awareness through the opposition and
g'}’p" “:l':: d:'r";‘i’;"u Program Authoritics local press about the case
media i _ inTaiz i 6) Maternity Health and its Service
- T Introducto Sana’a, awarcness | Public , Political 35 29-31" Dec C
and its jargons omponents
about Family ry meching Media ) partics and
Sl : Center behavior lependent Press
6) maternity Health Total 15
and s service
components

Table 3: Training sessions and their details

* Funded by the European Program

- General and second radio pro-
grams and the five radio local sta-
tions.

115 participants were involved in
those meetings, which were lectured by
intellectuals from:

a. Media College -Sana’a University

b. General Secretariat of the National
Population Council

¢. Ministry of Public Health and
Population (General Administration for
Reproductive Health)

d. Women's National Committee

e. General Commission for Scouts

f. Yemeni Family Care Society

g. Population General Program of
Information &  Communication,
Ministry of Information.

These meetings were quite beneficial
and achieved the following results:

1. The participants got acquainted
with the problems on table in the meet-
ings (population, health, cultural, youth,
social gender issues) and were supplied

Table 4: Press Investlgativ;ﬁieporis and_Newspaper for 2002

Investigative Reports S._No. Newspaper Na. of Pages | Date Notes

I. Nationsl Population Strategy [ Al-Jumborya G 15-10-2002

2. Birh Rate (3.7) as a serious 28-10-2002
obstical agnost development 29-10-2002

3. Girls Education and its lfect on 01-11-2002
general fertility rate for women 21-12-2002

4. matemnaity Health and its role in 29-12-2002
family planning, Mother and 2 Al-Wilda b 16-10-2002
Child care 30-10-2002

5. Islamic Shre'a and its nobility in 13-11-2002
giving free choice for family 18-12-2002
planning methods 25-12-2002

6. Sexual Transimision discases and 01-01-2003
importhnace of education and 3 Shibam 6 During 2003
health knowledge as Total 18

I precoutionary measures

Ba Saleem: ‘The General Plan for 2003 is devoted
to deal with creating awareness with respect to
issues of population and reproductive health
through all means of media. This task is being
fulfilled through producing various enlightening
programs.”

with a scientific and reference file on
the problems.

2. Comprehension of the particulari-
ties of a population news report

3. Comprehension of the priority of a
information address and importance of
understanding its technical jargons

4. Unanimity of all participants on
significance of the meeting as it has for
the first time acquainted partisan, pri-
vate-sector and independent newspa-
pers with a national problem concerns
all; parties and opposition and warning
them about it. (See Table 3)

IV. Documentation:

All media and informative activities
implemented during 2002 have been
documented as follows:

4-1 Audio-visual recorded on VHS
Tapes for all the Reporting Events and
all TV programs (total duration 9 hours)

4-2 All Radio Programs were record-
ed on Audio Cassettes; this included
298 messages through the seven broad-
casting stations

4-3 Photocopy-documentation of all

press reports and stories on the training
events and meetings and topics dealing
with reproductive health, family plan-
ning and messages on population and
health education published in 2002,
totaling 472 events complied in two
volumes

V. Problems and Obstacles:

1- Ratification of the executive plan
for the information and educational
activities had been delayed from the
beginning of the year to August 2002.

2- Reducing the approved budget for
the events after its approval and official

" notification.

VI. Proposals and orientations of
the third year of the five-year plan:

Enhancement of coordination, coop-
eration and integration mechanism
with relevant bodies on renewal of the
subjects of messages and their informa-
tive and behavioral contents through the
following mass media:

A. Mass communication Channels

B. Hope and Future Line
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Preachers, what’s it all about?

BASSAM JAMEEL
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

t's magic alright, but not the one

through which you enchant peo-

ple; it’s the magic that varies

between sleeping spells and

boredom doses. Sometimes it
makes people want to scream of agony.
What are we talking about? It's mosque
preachers! Some scare you to running
and leaving the mosque, and some bore
you death that you would not know
what, who, why and where.

Such| a sorry state most of the
preachers in Yemen are. Their mission
originally was a very noble and impor-
tant one, yet with their inadequacy and
disinterest in becoming better -they
deteriorated until they reached their
miserable state today. There are excep-
tions but they are quite a few. What is it
all about? Let’s hear what they say:

Sleeping Spell

Mr. Fouad Dahaba preacher of
Ammar Bin Yaser Mosque says a
mosque preacher is an integrated part
of the society where he lives. They
share reciprocal influence in both direct
and indirect ways. So if you were to
judge by the illiteracy rate in Yemen
where around 70% of the people don't
read nor write, and if you were to real-
ize how inefficient the awareness and
educational services are, whatsoever,
then it would not be a surprise that
many of mosque preachers do not live
up to the required standards, for they
reflect their society.

Yet, if you were to judge by the illit-
eracy rate in Yemen where around 70%
of the people don’t read nor write, and
if you were to realize how inefficient
the awareness and educational services
are, whatsoever, then it would not be a
surprise that many of the mosque
preachers do not live up to the required
standards, for they reflect their society.

However, there are a few really good
preachers, although they are the excep-
tion. In most Friday prayers you are
given a sleeping dose by force and
invariably you find yourself dozing off
as if under a spell. If not put you to
sleep then he kills you with boredom as

it seems they are reading from a book.
It’s the state’s responsibility to
ensure good qualifications of preachers
and to provide adequate training for
them. Al-Awgaf ministry should exert
more efforts 10 establish efficient pro-
grams in order to rehabilitate mosque
preachers, and not allow them to be
swayed to political conflicts, forgetting
the main reason why they are there.

Part of the people’s reality

Imam and Preacher of Al-Shaif
Mosque Qadhi Murshid Al-Azzani
replied when he was asked what he
thought about mosque preaching: “It's
an art; in fact mass communication was
one of the oldest practices in the Arab
history where they used to stand before
the crowds and deliver speeches that
moved the audience. It's the art of
using words, yet unfortunately quite
dimensioning today and only few mas-
ters it.”

As to how a preacher should build
his knowledge, he said that with con-
tinuous reading and discussing with
others, it’s not the talent alone that
makes a preacher good. He has to relate
to the people’s lives and to the reality
he lives in. He must connect with the
people so as to reflect their present.

When comparing Yemeni preachers
to those in the Arab world he said that
the variance is because of the level of
education in the society as a whole. “A
preacher must prepare his speech well
in advance before delivering it and he
must choose a relevant topic to the cur-
rent circumstances and compose a well
structured speech supported by refer-
ences. He should know how to get in
touch with the crowd and how to make
them interested in what he is saying.
Yet he should be very careful not to
bring up sensitivities between people
and not to humiliate any particular
group, he must not be biased and
should be wise enough to reach for all
segments of the society. If he does not
do that, not only will he not do good to
the society, in fact he will do it harm!”
he said.

Immaturity and narrow vision
Deputy Minister of Al-Awqaf

Ministry for guidance and preaching
Shiekh Hamood Al-Sa’di sees that the
problem resides in those preachers who
view their job as narrating a cassette or
a book without really understanding it
and relating it to the people. All in addi-
tion to the wrong charging that and bias
they are filled with and so intentionally
or unintentionally convey to the peo-
ple.

As to the ministry’s responsibility he
said that it is concerned with rehabilita-
tion and training of preachers for good
performance and how to convey
required information to the public. The
ministry organizes 4 courses every year
each in a district where around 60
preachers participate. This in addition
to the higher institute for guidance and
preaching which receives 80 male stu-
dents and 50 female students every
year. It provides a 2-year diploma and a
4-year degree, the syllabus are set by a
committee of scientists and religious
scholars outside the country, although
they are currently looking into cancel-
ing the diploma.

“We also provide scholarships to Al-
Azhar in Egypt and we used to send 25
students to Saddam Islamic University
every year, mind you the latter has
strong religious syllabus and not what
many wrongly assume. We are not like
other ministries in some Islamic coun-
tries, who monitor the Friday preaches
and punish any individual effort, we
allow freedom of speech and liberty in
preaching.” He said.

When asked about the angles the
ministry focuses on, sheikh Al-Sa’di
said: “We focus on three angles; scien-
tific which is concerned with the mate-
rial that is conveyed. technical which is
concerned with the mechanism and the
method through which the material is
conveyed, and moral which is con-
cerned with the topics and the sensitiv-
ities of some issues, i.e. what to talk
about and what to leave.”

What about politics? Answering this
he got a little annoyed as he said: “I do
not wish to get into such details, we
can’t say that Islah Party is ruling the
scene although I admit that it does
dominate a few areas, and the GPC oth-
ers and so on. This is no position to talk

about who dominates and where,
mosques are not a place for bargaining
and political competition”.

Stuck in the minor details and for-
getting the essence

Engineer Sheikh Abdullah Sa'atar
member of the supreme body at the
Islah Party and preacher at Islah
Mosque indicated that the general
awareness does not give the preacher
any political, historical and\or social
knowledge. And the religious side still
requires more originality and needs
bases to be set right. It is most unnerv-
ing that most preachers get stuck in
topics that are so minor with relevance
to the critical issues. For example there
are many materials and books about
washing and hardly anything about rul-
ing and law, how to elect a ruler and
what to do in case of his mistakes etc...

He replied to how to classify a
preacher: “There are three aspects one
has to see in order to judge him: gener-
al knowledge, ability to connect with
legal religious proof and freedom that
allows space for speaking without fear
for one’s life or job.” He also criticized
those who name and mention bodies in
the societies, because this causes sensi-
tivities. “Those preachers should be
educated and start thinking for them
instead of just being an echo for what
they hear,” he commented. As to if
Islah is controlling the religious scene
he said that this is dangerous talk and
has no basis at all. He said that
mosques should not be used as a politi-
cal battlefield. There is so much to rec-
tify in the society, preachers should
engage in constructive things and not
waste time in nonsense, he added.

Al-Awqal Ministry good for noth-
ing and always gets adrift with tide

Wadhah Al-Jabzi of Abdullah Bin
Masood Mosque said that most preach-
ers who are in charge of mosques
unfortunately are not adequate, for they
hardly know anything of the Qur’an
and religious laws and they have no
ability to think in terms of present life
and reality. Yes, there are some good
ones but they are only a few.

Most of the people who go to per-

form Friday's prayers end up sleeping
or day-dreaming. Some of the preach-
ers in fact start off their speech shout-
ing and end up shouting, you would
think that you are the enemy. I have
heard many religious queries asking if
their prayer is accepted although they
slept during the 's. This proves that the
preacher was utterly boring.

What about Salafi-inclined preach-
ers? He replied that they generally have
strong religious knowledge but very
less intellectual knowledge and general
education. Perhaps this is the reason
why they did not spread like Al-Tkhwan
movement in Egypt; the society could
not give in to a fanatic religious move-
ment so easily.

As to what he thought about the
Awqf Ministry he said: “Al-Awqaf
ministry does not perform its responsi-
bilities at all. It does not conduct cours-
es and conference and we don’t hear
about any of its activities. And if it
does, then it only calls for selected peo-
ple and the same repeated names.” As
to why the situation of preachers is as
what it is, he said: “Because they are
selected according to what the ministry
wants and not what the religion says or
what the society needs. It’s become a
chaotic thing and anyone who studied
two years, knows some Qura’an and
wears the religious head-gear is called
Imam and made in charge of a mosque
or so.”

The solution to this he said was to
organize preaching courses for the
main scholars not just a few days but 5
months or more. And 1o activate the
mosque study sessions and discussion
rounds. The ministry also should start
distributing free booklets and cassettes,
to invite Sheikhs on TV, to supervise
and control mosques activities and to
only put in charge those who deserve it.
Media should also play its vital role in
this aspect he added.

No Politics

Mr. Rashad Al-Salmi, Abubkr Al-
Sideeq Mosque’s preacher views levels
of preachers according to their educa-
tional and intellectual levels. Yet he
concluded that most are below the
required level and that preacher is not

Portrait of a mosque preacher

only about religion, he should be a well
rounded person and should especially
master the art of mass communication.
He should be able to attract people’s
attention and convince the public. The
ministry should encourage preachers to
continue their education and to educate
themselves more.

What a Preacher should be

((He who wants to preach should be
fluent and confident, enjoys wit and
intellect. He should have a loud voice
and a sharp mind. He should be inter-
ested and eager, ready and sensitive to
people and people’s issues.

He should abstain from arrogance
and show off, should be respectable
and respects the place he is in, highly
regarded and trustworthy. He should be
creative enough to be able to capture
hearts and attention. He should be
always searching and learning more.

He should be precise and stern yet, at
the same time should have mercy and
connect with people and their issues.
He should want the good for all and
seek benefit for the society always.)) —
Copied from: Faisal Al-Salmi,
“Preachers’ Mistakes”

Another of the island plants is
*Wild Qat”, which is not used by the
locals yet they very much know its
effect as some of their animals when
eating it while looking for water stor-
ing plants fall down with their limbs
paralyzed. That is why the locals
walch over their camels carefully so
as they wouldn't try the dangerous
Qat.

Socotra Island is one of the very
few places where incense and myrrh
(trees which yield a black thick liquid
used for ceremonial purposes such as
child birth and are known to have a
very bitter taste) trees grow. In this
island six types of incense, and four
types of myrrh trees are found.
Generally found in the mountains
especially  valleys leading to
Qlinsiya. In summer, the Myrrh trees
which are mostly found in the Faihar
area blossom and the valleys are
filled with an outstanding beautiful
fragrance.

Unfortunately Socotra does not
export any of its incense or other
products now. Yet a time ago it used
to be famous for all that and used to
be called the “Incense and Fragrance
Land”. In those days incense was
widely used in many ceremonies and
was a vital material for every family
either for religious purposes or just
cultural. Herodotus in his notes had
mentioned that: “Arabia is the only
place where chewing-gum, cinna-
mon, myrrh and ladnim (which is a
material of beautiful fragrance). They
suffer so as to produce all types
except for myrrh. They need to burn
certain glue under gum trees in order
1o produce the chewing gum, this
glue that is brought from Phoenicia

Continued from back page

Where phoenix is revived

where it is used to get rid of
hampering birds to their
crops.”

What’s more amusing is
how they used to gather cin-
namon where they used to
trick the birds, which used
the leaves for their nests.
The natives would cut dead
animals into big lumps and
put them in a place where
those birds would gather and
the silly birds would carry | &
the heavy meat into their [§
nests which as a conse-
quence would breakdown
and the cinnamon to the
ground where the locals
would gather it. A more
amusing story is how the
Arabs used to beget the lad-
nim. This material is found
in a place with a very
repelling smell. It is found
glued to bulls’ beards which
graze freely in the outskirts.
This material is collected
and is a basic element in
many perfume makings and
is used as incense. Burning
incense in Arabia is used on
many occasions as a purify-
ing act as women in some
places do it after menstrua-
tion and if a man commits
any sinful act that brings
shame he repents by asking
god forgiveness under pillars
of smoke coming from burn-
ing incense. Incense is also
used when washing and bury
the dead and in many other
occasions.

A splendid view of one of Socotra’s shore

Socotreans use incense for
medication and in general life.
| It is known for the groom to
gift his bride amounts of
8 expensive incense and that the
| bride uses incense for making
the bridal room smell nice.
Sometimes dry incense are
put under the pillow in the
first night as a superstitious
custom.

The myrrh tree is a smaller
version of the rice tree, where-
# as the gum tree looks a little
wild and scary with its short
hard branches and the density
of hook-like leaves that make
§ it look like a monster extend-
il ing its claws to the earth. The
Bedouins use out of its heavy
peals baskets. A whitish liquid
piles up at the tree root and
give a beautiful smell. its
flowers are quite few and the
fruit looks like big seeds.

The locals collect the liquid
in summer from the gum trees
where they cut through the
trunk making deep pores
slanting upwards. The liquid
gathers there and in a month’s
time it hardens and hence
could be easily collected and
new cuts are made. Myrrh
trees also are dealt with in a
similar way, yet this one has a
very bitter taste so they only
use the outcome as incense or
in medications.

Just like how oil has made a
few people rich in today’s
world, incense industry was
the blooming one in the old

ages. The religious Chaldeans used
to burn in front of their god “Ba'al”
10,000 Talant (A Talant was a weight
unit used in old Greece that equals
26.2 kg). In Jerusalem huge corridors
and chambers were constructed to
contain these gifts for the gods. And
in Greece, the people used to use
incense in honor of Zeus god of gods,
and from there ships loaded with
incense would travel to Rome for
trade.

In the old times, incense was con-
sidered holy and legends claim that it
was in incense that the phoenix died.
The Roman historian Beleni narrated
that the incense gathering season
would not be started unless a good
omen appeared and the collectors
should avoid women, and funerals.

As for Pre-Islam era in Arabia, not
much is know but remains was found
in the old tombs of old gods like “Al-
Laat”. In Yemen particularly it was
found that it was used as a decision
making aid as it was a method to
know if the gods were happy with a
certain act, perhaps they’d know if
the incense burnt well or not. And it
was also used to get rid of evil spirits
when a new house or in graveyards.

In the bible, it is said:
Matthew 2:11

“On coming to the house, they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and
they bowed down and worshiped him.
Then they opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts of gold and
of incense and of myrrh.”

Gold according to the eastern tradi-
tions symbolizes power and authori-
ty, chewing-gum for theology and
myrrh for curing disease.
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.E. President Ali
Abdullah Saleh inau-
gurated Fun City,
Yemen's first private

‘ amusement park in

Yemen, last Saturday May 24 in
Sanaa. The park, located in Hadda
and owned by Almanal Investment
Company, also includes top-class
restaurants, bowling and billiard
halls, an internet café, and a
kindergarten, besides all the
amusement attractions is consid-
ered the first project of its kind in
the republic of Yemen. The project
costed six million US dollars.

The President was received by
Sheikh Saleh Salem Ba Thawwab,
the Chairman of the Company.

During the inauguration ceremo-
ny, President Saleh expressed his
gratitude to Almanal Investment
Company for taking this initiative
and praised the efforts of the pri-
vate sector in presenting new proj-
ects that resemble a good oppor-
tunity to do sports and for enter-
tainment.

On his part, the Chairman of the

|*" : e iy AN
s SR _ v ‘ /

Almanal Investment Company,
Sheikh Saleh Salem Ba Thawwab
said that the project intends to
offer an amusement facility to the
Yemeni public and become a
source of joy for children through-
out the country. “We have
arranged everything in the park to
be affordable, convenient, com-
fortable, and high standards.” He

\
said.

The park includes a mosque for
men and another for women, a
number of commercial stores, a
business center, a billiard and
bowling hall, an Internet Café, high
quality franchised restaurants, a
kindergarten, plus many amuse-
ment facilities for children of all
ages.

Have you had fun lately?

Visit Fun City with your family to go
through a spectacular, sensational,
and unforgettable experience...

—
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On the Occasion of

Reunlflcatlon Day - 22 May
and the new Cabinet

N i Mr. Karim Abuhamad,

i %”:,ﬁ.hnungmgm‘lmm i Vice President and General Manager
l e Mr. Khalid Ali Al-Khader,
lhlltll'hlllhmumnmm Deputy General Manager

iy | and all the employees of

Yemen Hunt
Oil Company

present their sincere wishes o

H.E. Ali Abdullah Saleh

President of the Republic

and to all Yemeni people
and also congratulate

H.E. Mr. Abdulgader Ba-Jammal

and all the Cabinet Members
who gained the political leadership’s confidence.
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Situations and expressions (49):
Describing features of Urban and Rural life (II)

I

t is no denying the fact that the city life offers an
apparently endless array of absorbing attractions.
Yet this superficial glitter is not without its

concomitant problems.
Here are a few more ways of referring to the
ambivalent urban ambience.

Urhan life

Transport and communication network provide
connectivity.

Shopping precinets buzz with customers from
early in the moming till late at night.

The luminous hoardings and illuminated
conerete structures add lustre and make the city
wear a colorful festive look.

Multinational farms and industrial houses
provide greater opportunities for employment.
Life in cities is decidedly more complex,
complicated and competitive. Understandably, it
is fraught with many serious problems.
Industrial wastes and heaps of garbage
infinitely increase the pollution problem and lead
to inevitable ecological imbalance.

From early morning to late evening there is a mad
rush of erowds so much so that it is impossible to
walk on the pavement without jostling with
scores of pedestrians. This nauseating experience
makes one feel claustrophobie.

Loud speakers blare for most part of the day
making cool enjoyment of leisured moments
virtually impossible.

The stress and strain of the hectic daily
schedule saps life of its charm.

Exodus of people from villages to seitle in cities
results in the fast development of building sites.
Poverty and plenty coexist in cities.

The scattered litter spoiling the glitter of the
city is a common sight.

The individual leads more a dreary, detached,
isolated life.

I1. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences

SRR

1 hear that he is not so intelligent.
The ordered books have not arrived.
At the end he achieved his goal.
Her father would not let her to go.
The train left before I arrived.

Answers to last week’s questions

A S

He told me that he might come today.
In my opinion he is right.

He hid behind a large tree.

Not all people are hard working.

He has lived here for two years.

III. Increase your Word Power
A) Hew to express it in one word

i L =

Of uncertain value or meaning

A piece of music by itwo performers.

A slow thinking person.

To be unable to speak because of wonder.

An object made to look like and take the place of
a real thing.

Answers to last week’s questions

the

A long period of dry weather when there is not
enough water: drought (n)

A person who drives cattle or sheep to market:
drover (n)

To fall into a light sleep: drowse (vi&t)

Hard, dull, uninteresting work: drudgery (n)

A person not weeping, or not showing sadness:
dry-eyed (adj)

B) Foreign phrases and expressions
Use the following phrases in illustrative sentences

L
:&

de frop (Fr. Adj) (not wanted, unwelcome): A
heavy coat is de trop when it is so hot and humid.
durbar (Indi & Pak. N) (a court held by Indian
princes in former times): In emperor Akbar's dur-
bar there were many learned courtiers.

3. éclair (Fr. N) (a small finger shaped cake): I'm

very fond of éclair.
éclat (Fr. N) (great success): The brilliant dance
performance was met with éclat.

5. exempligratia (e.g.) (for example): I avoid sweet

©)

food e.g. cake, chocolate, sugar, and ice cream.
Words commonly confused

Bmlg out the meam'ng differences in the following
pam of words.

SRESLR B

anonymous, LUNANimous
ammatlon, ammlsm
ancient, old

anarchism, anachronism
amoral, immoral

Answers to last weeks questions

1.

D)

appraise (v.t.) (fix a price for): The income tax
officials appraised his property for taxation.
apprise (vt) (inform): Please apprise me of the
latest developments.

appalling (adj) (filled with fear and shock): Most
of the countries protest against the appalling war.
appealing (adj) (moving): The last scene of the
play was very appealing.

amiable (adj) (easy and pleasant to talk to): He
has an amiable personality.

amicable (adj) (done in a friendly way): We want
an amicable settlement to all contentious issues
between India and Pakistan.

amen (inf) (word used at the end of a prayer or
hymn and meaning ‘be it so’): The prayer ended
with everybody saying ‘amen’.

omen (n) (thing or happening regarded as a sign
of something good or waming of evil fortune):
This is a good omen and makes us optimistic
about a positive outcome.

annual (adj) (coming or happening every year):
‘We have the annual exams in June.

anneal (vt) (to make a metal, glass, etc. hard by
allowing it 1o cool down): The blacksmith will
anneal the metal before polishing it.

annul (vt) (put an end to): The contract has been
annulled following breach of the terms.

Idioms and Phrases

Use the following phrases in sentences

1. at one’s back;

3.
5.

2. at the back of;
get the axe: 4. have an axe to grind;

far and away

Answers to last week’s questions

L.
2,

on one’s back (ill on bed): He was on his back for
one month.

with one’s back to the wall (in a bad state of
affairs): The country’s economy is in doldrums —
the country has really got its back to the wall.

be glad to see the back of someone (to be glad
when someone goes away): He’s such a repulsive
personality; I'm indeed very glad to see the back
of him.

break the back of (to do most of): If we start
preparations early, we can break the back of the
tough assignment before late in the evening.
back to baek (with the backs facing each other):
There are several rows of back-to-back houses in
this block.

IV. Grammar and Composition

A)

Grammar

Make emphatic statements about the following situ-~
ations using negafive inversion to show the empha-

Sis.

a)

You have just returned from an excursion which
you did not enjoy at all.

d)
e)
iy}

You are dissatisfied with a second hand washing
machine you have bought recently.

You refused to help a friend in difficulty, and now
you feel very bad about it.

You got home last night feeling very tired. but as
soon as you walked in, the phone rang.

2) Yesterday afterncon you went walking and saw no

h)

i)

i)

one. It was a very pleasant experience.

You have just got home from holiday. It was one
of the most miserable times you have ever had
because it never stopped raining,

You are warning a child not to leave the house
without telling you.

A politician is making a speech promising that
people will not have so many taxes any longer if
he is elected.

Answers to last week’s questions

a.

C.

One of the common arguments in favor of wear-
ing crash helmets is that they reduce fatal acci-
dents

Some people forcefully argue that motorcyclists
should not be forced to wear crash helmets.
Riding motor cycles without wearing crash hel-
mets is asking for trouble.

B) Composition: Paragraph writing
Expand the idea contained in the saying

17. MAN IS BORN FREE,
BUT EVERYWHERE HE IS IN CHAINS

Answer to last week’s question:

18. THE PEN IS MIGHTIER
THAN THE SWORD

In this proverb ‘pen’ stands for writers, poets, philoso-
phers, thinkers, etc. In other words, it represents the
mass of intelligentsia, the intellectuals. On the other
hand, ‘sword’ stands for soldiers. The proverb con-
trasts the men of letters with the warriors and pro-
claims the superiority of the men of ideas over the
men of action, of the philosopher over the soldier. In
other words, it shows the trinumph of the brain over the
brawn, of the mind over the muscle, of mental acumen
over brutal force. The world histery is replete with
examples of thinkers who have wielded more influ-
ence than monarchs and warriors. All along, men with
higher intellectual vigor and vitality have had a dis-
tinctive edge over men of superior physical prowess.
Revolutions have occurred in the realm of ideas where
prominent thinkers have been the leaders. The impact
of bloody victory brought about by the sword is tran-
sient and temporary. In contrast, the impact of electri-
fying current of revolutionary ideas and ideals is more
persuasive and has a lasting value. European history
furnishes two towering personalities who have exer-
cised far more extensive influence on the human psy-
che than any warriors who ever wielded a sword. They
are Rousseau and Karl Marx. Rousseau was the brain
behind the French Revolution which shook the entire
Europe and which is a landmark in the human history.
Marx ushered in the Proletarian revolution which
changed the face of Russia and which is still rocking
the world.

Suffice it to say that, men of ideas have a decidedly
more far-reaching and powerful impact on the
mankind than men of physical prowess.

V. Pearls from the Holy Qnran

And ask for forgiveness
For their sins,-

And who can forgive
Sins except Allah?”
8§3: A:135

1. ex gratia; 2. ex libris; 3. ex officio; b) Name one very good thing that is only to be found
4. expare; 5. expose in your country. V1. Words of Wisdom .
¢) You once went to the wrong party and didn'treal-  ““The only present love demands is love”
Answers to last week’s questions ize for a long time. —John Gay
WEINEIERIWPIRAD). by PAVID OUELLET Nespapicen: Solution: 6 letters
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An Introduction

ADNAN A. AL-HARAZI
AcCADEMIC HEAD
NCC EDUCATION,
YEMEN CENTER

he Internet has created a

revolution in the way people

and businesses work and

communicate. The rate of

the Internet usage is increas-
ing rapidly in many countries of the
world. The World Wide Web is the most
important application of Internet tech-
nologies. As such, now no one can
ignore the wide ranging impact of the
Internet on our lives.

In this series I will try to elucidate the
underlying technology that has caused
this amazing growth. At the outset, we
will explore the origins of the Internet
and try to understand the context of the
World Wide Web. I will also discuss the
utility of some of the Internet applica-
tions. We will also try to apply some of
these practical techniques that are avail-
able in the Internet. So let’s begin our
tour.

Internet History and Concepts

The internet system was first used in
1960s by the United States Department
of Defense in a project called ARPAnet
(Advanced Research Projects Agency
net). The objective of the project was to
design a network that could interconnect
computers. This network was to be
designed in such a way that a failure in
any of its components would not bring
the system down. The idea of “Internet”
is based on the idea of “internet” (not
capitalized). This idea involves com-
puter systems which make up each of
the networks, which can communicate
with any other computer in the internet
regardless of where the computers are
located and how they are interconnect-

to the Internet

packets that are used to transfer your
message depends on the size of your
message. The common size of a packet
is around 1500 liters plus the receiver
and the sender addresses. After the com-
puter divides the message into packets,
the packets are sent independently. The
packets move in the network from one
computer to another and may take dif-
ferent routes to get to the receiver. In
this case the packets share the transmit-
ting media and components with other
packets from different users. The pack-
ets might get corrupted or lost in the
way to the destination. It is the respon-
sibility of the receiver computer to
check the validity of the packets and
reorder them in the right sequence.

So how does your message manage to
reach the destination? And which com-
munication components are responsible
for taking the decision to route the mes-
sage in different routes?

Hosts
The computers that connect to the
Internet are known as Hosts. Each host
has a unique address, known as an IP
(Internet Protocol) address. These
addresses have the form a.b.c.d where
a,b,c and d are numbers between 0 and
255. These addresses are added to the
packets that carry the message, where
the sender and the receiver IP addresses
are included. For example, the IP
address for Yemen Times web

Figure 1

site is “63. 249. 207. 71". You
can get the IP address of any
host in the Internet by pinging
that host. For example to get
the IP address of yahoo host,
you go to the command line
which is available in your
computer and type the fol-
lowing command:

C:\ ping www.yahoo.com

The reply will include the
IP address for yahoo which is
64.58.76.230

ed. In this system, the individual com-
puters can communicate with each other
across the internet even if the route
between them passes through a network
to which neither has a direct connection.
In figurel we can see two networks
which are represented as clouds. These
clouds are connected by communication
lines like the phone lines or the satellite
channels and special computer works as
a gateway between the net-

Your computer will be
assigned a temporary IP address given
to you by the Internet service provider
like yemennet so that you can connect to
another host anywhere in the world
using that address. The Internet consists
of interconnected networks of hosts.
The networks are interconnected by
machines that are capable of determin-
ing the best route for a packet to take so
that it moves towards its destination.

works. This is a typical inter-
net.

A very important point
about an internet is that there is
no single controlling authority
or computer. This feature
makes adding more networks
to an internet easy and flexible.

=

The Internet (capitalized) is
a real implementation of the
internet concepts. It covers
most of the world countries and
provides a robust and universal

=

Figure 2
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computer network.

How the Internet works

We need to understand a little about
how the Internet works. We will try to
learn basic ideas such as how the pages
move from one computer to another or
how an e-mail message travels over the
world to reach the receiver computer.

Packet Switched Networks

When you use the computer to send
any message to the Internet, the com-
puter converts your message into groups
of bits(0s and 1s). These groups are
called PACKETS. The number of the

-nnoo-n.-'vilcc'lo-'qu-------.-.---------oooooul-nno.---ao.n-nou.-o--a---

The machines that carry out this role of
interconnecting networks and routing
packets are called routers as in Fig2.

These networks’ components need to
follow some Internet protocols to get the
work done. Some of these protocols are

- TCP/P

- FTP

- UDP

- DNS

Next week we will talk about these
protocols.

Your answer:

Name:

Age: Province: N \
Tel: \ @ education 4
This week’s question:

What is the IP address of www.nccedu.com?

the French Cultural Center.
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Those who send the correct answer (along with all the required
information) will have the chance to win a free computer course at
NCC after the draw. The date of the draw will be announced later

Coupons must be sent to NCC's office in Sanaa either by mail to PO Box 19830 or
by delivering it directly to the office located at the Western ring road, UN st. near
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ramakantasahuffljyahoo.com
http://www.yahoo.com
http://www.nccedu.com
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Making life sublime

From Being to Becoming

By Dr. M.N.K.BOsE
BOSE@y.net.ye

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH,
FAacuLTY OF ARTS, IBB

his was the essence of the

talk delivered by Professor

Thakur in the Embassy of

India auditorium on Friday,

17th May 2003 under the
joint auspices of the India Embassy Club
and the Intellectual Forum in Sana’a
with Mr. O. P. Bajaj of the Embassy of
India as the chief guest. Foregrounding
the comparison between geet (music)
and the Gita (the Music of life), when
Professor Thakur elaborated on the hith-
erto unraveled similarities between the
two, the audience marveled at the novel
interpretation presented in the simplest
way bilingually — in English and Hindi -
for the benefit of the mixed audience. As
Dr.A.K. Sharma, in his introductory
remarks pointed out, Professor Thakur
was the torchbearer leading the 200-odd
Indian men and women, who had come
from Aden, Hodeidah, Taiz, Ibb, Saddah
and Dhammar along with the members
of the Club to listen to him, into the
‘journey of life’ to achieve the *harmony
between the inner self and the outer
world’, which is the goal of one’s life,
whatever his/her belief is. This is essen-
tial in these days of turmoil when every-
one is disturbed by the ‘psychological
noises’ within oneself and tries to elimi-
nate them. Rendering profusely from
the Gita, reciting Urdu poems, quoting
instances of dissonance and disharmony
from thé lives of Madame Curie,
Alexander the Great, Adolf Hitler and
quoting inspiring instances from the life

Prof. D. Thakur

of Prophet Mohammed (PBUH),
Professor Thakur injected the message
into the audience's minds that the
dynamic togetherness of all kinds of
material resources, prowess, fame, bril-
liance, wisdom and asceticism is the
concept of life and the great scriptural
text suggests the way to achieve it. This
is the central theme of the Gita, one of
the greatest works produced in the
Indian soil about 2000 years ago.
Professor Thakur, who has joined the
great interpreters of India’s ancient
scriptural  texts such as  Shree
Sankaracharya, Shree Madhusudan
Saraswathy, Mahatma Gandhi and
Balagangahdara Tilak, to quote a few,
with his book on the Gita, which is
going to be published soon. with his
inimitable and eloquent presentation,
left the audience enlightened and
enriched; those who have read it will
read it again and again and those who
haven’t, will start reading it. To adapt
Blake's words, the audience ‘saw eterni-
ty in two hours’ during the talk by
Professor Thakur.

Whither Education?

FATIMA AL-TAWILY
AL-KHANSA SCHOOL
MAHWEET

e went along to

interview some peo-

ple to find out how

they felt about the

present system of
education.

The results showed that many peo-
ple were disappointed about their edu-
cation. They put the blame sometimes
on the school and sometimes on them-
selves.

Many felt that their teachers were
not good enough, that many of the text

Forget-me-not
(Forget-me-not is a bright and blue flower
regarded as the emblem of friendship.)

O dear |Forget-me-not,

How pathetic and dreary you got!

Pale, biue and alone as if you never begot,
Hope and expectancy to every depressed tot.

Would shaking and wailing be your end?
And fighting back tears when you bend ?
Was all this harm caused by your ‘friend’,

To whom constancy and chumminess you
showed?

Cursed be the kids you put deep in heart as
your own,

Now grown up to throw at you stone ,
Causing heartache and suffering being alone.
Is this the kind act you deserved to be
shown?

Dear IWe must your pains cure,
To regain smiles and happiness to ensure,

books were out of date. Especially
when it came to science they felt that
they should have got more or better
career counseling. They also felt that
they should have been made to work
harder, either by the teachers or by
their parents. But people seemed
equally ready to put the blame on their
own shoulders as well. Many felt that
they had chosen the wrong subjects of
specialization. Others felt that they had
left school too early in their eagerness
to get a job and to earn money. Few
even thought that their failure was due
to the type of school they went to and
that they would have been better off
somewhere else.

Love is still there like water very pure,
Banish the agony you did much endure.

Never give up or wither; evil dies.

Stop wailing and dry your eyes,

For tears deform your smile of the skies,
We can't bear your roaring cries.

Carry on and forget about those insincere,
Open your eyes to make me cheer .

Do it INo one will be as happy as we're,

And let's be examples for every broken-
hearted peer.

Now | am going. Will you wave when | bid
bye?
To make it the last thing | see in your cheeriul
eye,
For | need it sorely to heave a sigh,
When | say bye to the world that's a
monstrous lie.
Sa'eeda Obaid Ali
2nd Year, Facully of Education,
Hodeidah.

The Utopian
English Novelists

DR. SADEK R. MOHAMMED
Ing UNIVERSITY

topianism is so deeply

rooted in human nature

that it is almost impossi-

ble to understand the his-

tory of mankind without
mentioning utopia. It is a perennial
habit of the mind, a form and a way of
thinking whiech keeps manifesting itself
at all times and in all places. It is proba-
bly as old as the human tendency of
using dreams and visions to place desire
above reality and to yearn for their ful-
fillment. “A map of the world that does
not include utopia”, says Oscar Wilde,
“is not worth glancing at, for it leaves
out the one country at which humanity
is always landing”. That is why, frank
Emanuel and Fritzie P. Manuel speak of
a utopian propensity in man similar to
the religious propensity of which
William James speaks in his famous
lectures.

Since the previous century, utopia has
been considered from two different per-
spectives. One is optimistic, hence, tol-
erant, the other is pessimistic therefore
intolerant.

Generally, one can say that utopia lost
its appeal during that century. This may
be attributed to the fact that world
events during that century enforced cer-
tain painful realizations on the people of
the world. These are basically the “irra-
tionality of the human material, the
coercive stability of the authoritarian
societies, the surfacing of the bestial
during the two world wars.” The aim of
utopian theorists was seen as an evil one

in spite of the insistence of these theo-
rists that their objective was human hap-
piness. The nineteenth century achieve-
ments in science and technology
inspired many with optimistic views
about the perfectibility of man and his
capacily to attain utopia. But with the
advent of the twentieth century these
views seemed to have vanished and sci-
ence that was once considered the key
to solve all the problems of humanity
came Lo be considered an evil tool that
brings misery to mankind. This disillu-
sionment with science is best expressed
by the novelist George Gissing who
wrote in 1903: “I hate and fear ‘science’
because of my conviction that for a Jong
time to come if not forever, it will be the
remorseless enemy of mankind. I see it
destroying all simplicity and gentleness
of life, all beauty of the world. I see it
restoring barbarism under the mock of
civilization; 1 see it darkening men’s
minds and hardening their hearts”.

In addition, the establishment of
totalitarian states during that century in
some parts of the world and the con-
comitant problems further spread the
fear of utopia because many of these
states derived their founding principles
from philosophies that contained many
utopian elements - especially the
socialist state of Russia that came into
existence after the Revolution of 1917.
They provided grim images of the rela-
tionship between the regime and the
masses and narrowed the scope for
human freedom and happiness.
Therefore, the Russian philosopher
Nicolas Berdiaev wrote once: “Utopias
appear to be much more capable of real-

ization than they did in the past. And we
find ourselves faced by a much more
distressing problem. How can we pre-
vent their final realization?” Warning
calls were actually coming from many
influential voices. “Save us from the
shape of things to come”, said W.H.
Auden. However, at the beginning of
the twentieth century, novelists like
H.G. Wells believed in man's inevitable
march towards utopia. He spent almost
half a century drawing blueprints of a
future full of new inventions and
“enlightened sunbathers” to quote
George Orwell, for a whole “generation
of readers growing up between 1900
and 1930”, Writes Peter Firchow, “This
little, fat, and jolly man, half prophet
and half huckster, became identified
with the shape of things to come.” Any
mention of the future, observes J.B.S
Haldane, “necessarily evoked his
name.”

Wells, nevertheless, was a target for
the criticism of other twentieth century
novelists, especially Aldous Huxley and
George Orwell, who did not share his
optimism and confidence in the future.
Huxley, particularly made no secret of
his intention so much so that in his
“Brave New World” (1932) he was
“blasting Wells” that his ultimate aim
was to denude the “horrors of the
Wellsain utopia”. In fact, he even went
further to mention in a letter to his
brother Julian: “All’'s well that ends
Wells”. Evaluating the attitudes of both
Wells and Huxley, Orwell, who wrote
one of the most terrifying anti-utopias in
the twentieth century, “nineteen eighty-
four”, mentioned once: “Compare

almost any of H.G. Wells utopian
books, for instance “A modern utopia”.
With Aldous Huxley’s “Brave New
World”... it's rather the contrast...
between the over confident and the
deflated, between the man who believes
innocent in progress and the man who
happens to have been born later and has
therefore lived to see that progress... is
just as much of a swindle as reaction”,
George Orwell is a disillusioned and
despaired utopian who in the words of
C.S Lewis, “later come to see that all
totalitarian rulers however their shirt
may be are equally the enemies of
man.” Therefore, he abandoned any
possibility of man being able to achieve
any utopian dream. Paradoxically, how-
ever, neither Wells was really the “facile
optimist” he seems to be, nor Huxely
was a permanent pessimist. Any careful
reading of Wells, especially some of his

" early works, clearly manifests this.

In fact, towards the end of his life,
Wells, in his “Mind at the End of it
Tether”, seems to have lived long after
him to write his utopia, “Island” (1962).
This schizophrenic attitude of the major
twentieth century utopian and anti-
utopian novelists may be attributed to
the fact that these novelists were very
much concerned with and involved in
the problems of their contemporary
time. Their attitudes were actually reac-
tions to their concerns about what was
going on in that time. After all, utopias
and anti-utopias are intensely involved
in the present, in spite of the fact that
they are actually talking about the
future, especially in the kinds of dia-
logues they are involved.

LTS Literature Textbook Series

REVIEWED BY
DR. RAMAKANTA SAHU

t is a common experience that

teaching/learning of English

literature in the universities

of Yemen has been seriously

handicapped by the dearth of
textbooks for various levels with a ped-
agogic slant. Absence of standard text-
books has deprived a vast majority of
students of being able to cultivate a
first hand familiarity with the authors
and their works. It is a happy augury
that Dr. Ayid Sharyan, an experienced
member of Faculty of Education,
Sana’a University has unleashed
efforts to edit a number of well known
literary texts. He has provided a critical
introduction to each of the texts, high-
lighting the contemporary social and
literary background.

He has also focussed on the literary
value of the works, annotated impor-
tant extracts and appended a number of
probable questions involving different
aspects of the text, thereby augmenting
a clear and comprehensive understand-
ing and appreciation of the work. Dr.
Sharyan has struck a fine balance
between scholarship and practical ped-

need of the
students  of
English liter-
ature in
Yemen who
were earlier
groping in the
dark, hope-
lessly clutch-
ing on (o
‘handouts’ as
a desperate
remedy.
Moreover, by making texts accessible
to a wider read-
ership, Dr.
Sharyan  has
made a signifi-
cant contribu-
tion to bridge
the hiatus
between time-
less classics and
the general
reader.

We thank Dr.
Sharyan for his
persistent
efforts and wish
a wider apprais-
al of his works.

Dr. Ayid Sharyan

Call for Papers
Yemen Review of English Studies

Yemen Review of English Studies (YRES), to be published twice a year, is now
accepting material for its forthcoming issues. With its editorial structure
consisting of an excellent international roster of Consulting Editors, it is devoted
to various aspects of English studies. Scholarly articles focusing on English
language and literature, new literatures in English, individual authors, texts, and
problematic theoretical issues facing the discipline today should be submitted,
accompanied by a short abstract (100-200) summarizing the conceptual
content of the article and 3-5 key words indicating the subject matter, to:
prasadm123 @rediffmail.com
Prasadm1947 @yahoo.co.in
Prasad_murari@hotmail.com
We also welcome book reviews, review essays, notes, round table and
interviews. Materials must be submitted on disk or by e-mail in a non-Macintosh
format of Word or Word Perfect. Manuscripts identical to the electronic format
typed double space on one side of the paper with proper margins and
conforming to the new MLA style, using parenthetical documentations and a list
of work cited may be mailed to:
K. Sabri
P.0. Box N0.900058
Sada’h (Yemen)
All articles will be reviewed anonymously and when reviewers (peer and non
peer) give conflicting reports, additional opinions will be sought in order to give
a fair chance to the contributors. Consequently, names of contributors should
appear only on the title page of manuscripts and not as running head on each
page.

Submission deadline: 30 June 2003 for Winter 2003 Number
31 December 2003 for Summer 2004 Number

For detailed instructions for all submittals, please mail your inquiries to:
Prasadm123 @rediffmail.com

agogic demands, fulfilling a longfelt

Titles in LTS series:
1.An Introduction to Literary
Forms I: Fiction and Drama
2. An Introduction to Literary
Forms II: Types and Forms of Poetry
3. Nineteenth Century Poetry
4. Shaw: Arms and the Man
5. Beckett: Waiting for Godot
6. Defoe: Robinson Crusoe
7. Shakespeare: Hamlet
8. Modern Poetry (for B.A and M.A
students)
9. Modern Criticism’
10. Metaphysical and Romantic

Textbooks edited by Dr. Sharyan

Poetry

11. Classical Poetry

12. American Literature (I and II)
13. Orwell: Animal Farm

14. Forster: A Passage to India

15. Swift: Gulliver’s Travels (Book
)

16. Language Through Literature
17. Dickens: Great Expectations
(text and critical study)

18. Hemingway: The Old Man and
the Sea

19. English Poetry upto 18th centu-

ry
20. 19th century American
Literature

21. Jane Austen: Emma

4th Intercollege
Literary
Competitions:

Last date:

30 May 2003

ANNOUNCEMENT

The British Embassy, Sana’a, in cooperation with FEDEX is
pleased to announce anew visa operation.

From 1 June 2003 ALL applicants for visas for the United
Kingdom should apply to their nearest FEDEX office
(01-440170) where a postal visa service will be available.

Please not that until further notice NO APPLICATIONS will
be accepted for first time visitors or for short-term
language students.
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¢  English Language
*  Mathematics

*  Sciences

e Computer Studies

teachers.

Vacancy

The English Section of the Yemen Modern School requires teachers
for the coming school year 2002/2003.

Academic standards require teachers fluent in English and
specialized in their field. Openings exist for teachers] in

Interested applicants should contact the school at one of the
following numbers to arrange for an interview:

tel/: 205603,
fax: 401015

A competitive salary will be offered to qualified and experienced
The Yemen Modern School * P.O. Box 13335-

yms@y.net.ye
http://the_yms.tripod.com



mailto:BOSE@y.net.ye
rediffmail.com
mailto:947@yahoo.co.in
mailto:Prasad_murari@hotmail.com
mailto:Prasadm123@rediffmail.com
mailto:yms@y.net.ye
http://the_yms.tripod.com

26 26 May, 2003 ‘

YIMES

Sth Yemen International Trade Exhibition Successfully Concluded

5th YITE 2003: A Splendid Success

-he fifth Yemen International Trade

: Exhibition (YITE) 2003 was concluded suc-

cessfully at the Sanaa International

Exhibition Center on Sunday after a full

week of active participation of tens of com-
panies. The exhibition was enhanced by an overwhelm-
ing interest of the public as thousands of Yemenis from
all over the country paid a visit to the exhibition, which
is so far the largest of its kind in Yemen.

“We are glad that the event turned out to be overall
successful. The participation of so many companies
from different countries is a clear indication of the suc-
cess of the event. Nevertheless, we look forward to
enhance our services in the fairs we will hold in the
future. The overall success of the event also indicates
the interest of international companies in the investment
opportunities in Yemen.” said Mr. Mutahhar Al-Huthi,
General Manager of the Sanaa International Exhibition
Center.

Representatives of the various countries participating
in the event also expressed their satisfaction with the
turnout of visitors and with the preparation of the event,
which was organized by the Sanaa International
Exhibition Center in cooperation with Ministry of Trade
and Industry and the Chamber of Commerce in Sana’a.

The event was inaugurated on the 19th of May by
Vice President Abdo Rabbo Mansoor Hadi and the
Minister of Capital Secretariat Mr. Ahmed Al-Kuhlani
along with a number of other senior officials. The exhi-
bition was marked with strong presence of Saudi, UAE,
Palestinian, Omani, Turkish, Jordanian and Syrian prod-
ucts.

On behalf of the Saudi section in the exhibition, Mr.
Mohammed Al-Sa’egh the General Manager of Al-
Sa’egh Commercial Company said that the Saudi par-
ticipation in this exhibition comes in harmony with the
good trade relations between the two countries. “We
hope that through this well-organized exhibition, we
will be able to find agents in Yemen through whom we

A view from the Palestinian section

would export and market our products soon. We have a
number of products that are vital for the Yemeni market
including agricultural equipment used for irrigation and
tools used for oil drilling. We aspire to open branches in
Yemen, and we think positively about the Yemeni
investment environment.” He said.

In charge of the UAE section Mr. Ali Sufian also
expressed his optimism regarding the commercial and
industrial relations between his country and Yemen. He
emphasized that this exhibition comes to confirm the
strong relations between the two countries and that they
are looking forward to presenting UAE-made products
to the Yemeni market. “We already have agents in
Yemen and we are looking further into having more
agents through this exhibition because we are happy
with the Yemeni consumer and he is happy with our
products.” He added.

M. Khalid Mohammed Al-Khalaqi, also representing
the UAE delegation to the exhibition said that “the
turnout was splendid in all terms. I believe that the exhi-
bition was quite successful as the turnout was quite
impressive:xWe, at the UAE section of the exhibition,
have exhibited,several products ranging from textile
goods to industrial products. We are happy that we are
here in Yemen and realize the potential in investing in
your country.”

On the exhibition Mr. Said Abu Qadoum of the export

A view from the Syrian section

department of the Termikel
Metallic Merchandise Inc. Co. of
Turkey said, “The turnout of visi-
tors is quite good. It seems that the
pubhc was looking for what is
new in the exhibition. Our aim is
to expose Turkish products and for
publicity. We have various prod-
ucts in the Turkish section ranging

from heavy steel material to elec- §

tronic equipment. The exhibition
was successful overall and we
wish to be here again soon.”

The Omani representative Mr.
Mohammed Al- |
Balooshi said, “Our companies §

Saleh bin

are exhibiting their products in an
area of 93 square meters in the
exhibition, which shows our
intentions to participate actively
in the Yemeni market. We have

‘ President Abdn Rabbo Mansour Hadi

ng the inauguration ceremony of the

il

II partlmpatmg
companies agreed on the overall success of the
exhibition

seen an impressive turnout by [EE
Yemeni visitors and we believe a3

that there are great potentials for
investment in Yemen. We exhibit
products such as paint, plastic
products, and foodstuff. I thank the
organizers for their efforts and
wish Yemen a prosperous future.”

Similarly, Mr. Khalid Al-
Ta’aysa of the Jordanian section
expressed his satisfaction with the
organization of the event and
described the turnout as “excel-
lent”. He said that most of the
goods presented in the Jordanian
section include electronic goods,
foodstuff, some industrial prod-

ucts, and buses produced in
Jordan with licensing from
Mercedes.

The Syrian section in the exhi- Ji§

bition was also very much the
focus of many visitors. Ms. Najah
Al-Kurdeyni at the Syrian section
expressed her delight at the
impressive number of visitors to

the Syrian section and explained |

that the Syrian authorities have
been very active in participating

in consecutive exhibitions in B

Yemen. “We exhibited electronic
equipment, ‘foodstuff, glass prod-
ucts, medicine, cables, texfile
products, and much more. We are
glad that the Yemeni public has
trust in Syrian products, which
find Yemen as an encouraging
market.”

Ms. Najat extended an invita-
tion to all Yemeni companies to
participate in the upcoming
International Exhibition to be held
in Damascus on September 3rd
2003.

A view from lheSaudi section

A view from the Jordanian sectlon

A vlew lrom the UAE section
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"Through a number of initiatives and events promoted
by the Italian Embassy,the third Italian Week
in Sana'a and Aden will & bring together people from the reglons
the business communities, .
the universities, the hospitals of Italy and Yemen"
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tate-run, party organ and independent newspapers in Yemen have

this week devoted their front pages and articles to mainly cele-

brating the 13th anniversary of the Yemeni unity on May 2, 1990

and a very important clemency presidential decree for issuing a

pardon on what is described as the group of 16 exiled Yemeni polit-
ical leaders and politicians. Those two major events captured the main head-
lines of the Yemeni press front pages and are being highlighted by articles and
columns by prominent Yemeni journalists and writers.

Al-Wahdawi
weekly, organ of
the Nasserite
Unionist organiza-
ni tion, 20 May 2003.

Main headlines:

- 'NUO secretary general: Will of
change stronger, the GPC defined
proportions of opposition

- Under pretext of SARS, arrivers

retained, merchants blackmailed at

Sana'a airport

- 14 Yemenis, 3 Philippine detained
in unhealthy circumstances

- Because of electricity outages,
patients died, stored blood spoiled
in al-Jumhuri hospital in Aden

- Law suit on nullity of the parlia-
ment chairmanship body

- Refused by the Zionists, five mar-
tyrdom operations impede imple-
mentation of the "road map"

Columnist Ali al-Sagqaf says in his
weekly column that as it was expected,

_he new ministerial formation came to

e disappointing. Apart from our

appreciation and respect for a number

of efficient personalities included in

“he new formation, but majority of the

cabinet members.came to increase the

sitizen's frustration regarding any
nope of change.
Reappointment of number of previ-
uus cabinet ministers has provoked
2elings of the people who have got
ired of seeing them because their
xperience is that they are corrupt, cit-
~ag the palace of office director of one

*f them, which cost an amount of

raoney enough to build tens of houses

r citizens of limited income. The

sewcomer ministers, some of them has

srepared themselves to practice plun-
ering the moment he heard his name

.mong the ministers as they think that

"vo years time is not enough to keep

~ace with their former colleagues.

3
4 Al-Shoura weekly,
s organ of the
_ People's Forces
ez Union of Yemen,
L MSHOWA 18 May 2003.

{ain headlines:

Fighting inside the capital kills

seven people

Long list of cabinet members,

Al Ahram

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak will

seive Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro

»izumi, who arrives Saturday in Cairo
i a two-day visit.

The two leaders will focus their talks on
1:ans to upgrade economic cooperation
tween the two states and Japanese
“vestment in Egypt.

Al Gomhuria
President Mubarak is 1o receive on
“sturday Omani Sultan Qabus Bin Said,
“10is to start a few days of private visit to
sypt. The two leaders will mull means to
ntinue with Arab efforts tocarry out the
- dmap peace plan for the Middle East.
ey will also discuss ways 1o activate the

= —

Die Welt
iJjerman Chancellor Gerhard
- nroeder Friday criticized the behavior
trade unions on the government-pro-
sed reform.

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
wlembers of the presidency of the

indicating no change in policies

- Detainees in Ibb continue their
strike,

- Al-Hauta residents demand trans-
fer SARS disease quarantine from
residential areas

- Exiles demand lifting sentences
against them to return home

- Saudi-Yemeni meting discusses
problems of exportation

On tribes and political parties Mr.
Khalid Mohammed Hashim wrote an
article saying the 22 of May in 1990
had given birth to indivisible twins;
the unity and political pluralism.
Theorgticians and advocates of the
multi-party system had expected to
contain tribalism as a political entity
and to raise tribalism mentality,
through the pluralist political action,
from its narrow scope to the national
and pan-Arab sphere to form a tribu-
tary for the building of the modemn
Yemeni state, in addition to ending one
of the most dangerous social problem
represented by tribal revenge.

When pondering this aspect after
the elapse of 13 years of unity and
political pluralism we find that what
the theoreticians were hoping for has
turned upside down. The tribe man-
aged to contain the political parties
and to say with confidence that the
tribe has imposed itself on the parties
and the latter have become hostage of
it. And we are consequently to find
that the phenomenon of party's tribe a
tangible reality and rather the party
has become the tribe of he who has no
tribe. In a quick glance at candidates
of the parties nominated to run the par-
liamentary elections this year, we can
realize the extent of the parties' contri-
bution to stabilization of the concept
of the political tribe. The tribe was the
most influential criterion in deciding
the choice of the political parties' can-
didates.

" RAY weekly,
_organ of the Sons
of Yemen League
party, 20. May
_ 2003,

Main headlines:

- Germany agrees to hand over al-
Mouayad and Zaid to America

- Former American commander of

Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

anti-terror forces Sattler does not
rule out terrorist operations in
Yemen

- Saudi human rights committee
soon

- Khalid sheikh and al-Attas planed
operations in Riyadh and
Casablanca

- Great pressures to annul the suit
against parliament

- Arrest of a Saudi armed man tried
to storm the U.S. consulate in
Dhahran

RAY editorial says complaining of
terror in the Arab countries preceded
that by America and the west. When
Egypt or Algeria or Yemen used to ask
cooperation with any of them for
fighting terror, at least two western
countries- America and Britain- were
protecting terrorists against legal pur-
suits, offer them shelter and harbor
them to spare them legal pursuits by
the states that wanted to be handed
over to them or to be tried. They did
not consider them as terrorists but
refuges, as it is the case with Israel that
commits terror but nevertheless the
Americans think they are victims pro-
tecting themselves against dangers.
But when the operations happened in
New York and Washington, which
were terrorist acts, all kicked up a dust
against terror. Those who use terror as
a means in international conflicts have
discovered that terror is a double-
edged weapon. America supported ter-
ror one day to carry out a mission serv-
ing its interests but found out later that
it turned against it.

America is not the only target of ter-
ror. The entire world, the Arab coun-
tries in particular, is also aimed by ter-
ror. America wants to hit the kind of
terror that harms it and lower its extent
to the degree that it would not pose
danger to it. That is why America does
not want to fight terror through the
United Nations where the Arabs want
the world to agree on an international
agreement describing terror and for-
mulate a certain mechanism for coop-
eration in fighting terrorism in the
entire world. America has the power to
terrorize terrorism but the poor do not
have that power then it does not matter
terror be a whip lashing their backs.
The same description is applied to
Britain.

Al-Tagamou week-
ly, organ of the
Yemeni Unionist

19 May 2003.

Main headlines:
- American military plans to hunt

down and hit "al-Qaeda"

- Unpleasant feelings towards the

36-minister government
- Court of the First Instance decides
holding next sitting for final pro-
cedures in trying the killer of
Jarallah Omar

- Yemen: International community
has to work hard for confronting
terrorist acts and perpetrators

- Salem Saleh appointment, opposi-

tion abroad file
Mr. Ali al-Zameer sums up the peo-
ple's demands from the newly-elected
parliamentarians in a number of short
advices saying:

- they have to realise that the voter
himself has decided the result in
their favor and he has brought them
to the parliament,

- they should live to the trust the voter
and the people have granted them
and to have sense of responsibility
for which they are elected,

- they have to remember that they
have promised to work faithfully for
the welfare and interest of the peo-
ple and the country, without giving
precedence to regionalism, tribal-
ism, sectarianism and partisan loyal-
ty at the expense of the homeland
and people interests,

- they should display modesty in
behavior, mix with people and
abstain from all aspects of pride and
prejudice,

- they should give a good example in
not carrying arms, and move around
with strongly armed bodyguards,

- they have to be an example in
respecting fully and committing to
parliament meetings appointments,

- they must not ignore continual con-
tact with their constituencies and
prepared to cooperate in solving
problems and matters of their con-
stituencies,

- they have to realise that they have
no right to show nepotism towards
executive officials at the expense of
the people's and the homeland inter-
esl, in realization of personal whims
and interests.

Al-Thawri weekly,
organ of the YSP,
22 May 2003.

Main headlines:-

- 22 May: Dignity for the people,
homeland for all

- YSP welcomes decision on abol-
ishing political verdicts against the
group 16

- Required: spreading culture of for-
giveness, liquidation of war
sequences, realization of national
conciliation

The editorial has devoted its article
on the 13th anniversary of the Yemeni
unity saying recollection of the past
experiences and reading their events
and their dates and memories is a tra-
dition all live peoples. Thus appears
the 13 anniversary of the Yemeni uni-
fication as a historic occasion to
remember what happened and benefit
from it to diagnose ways for the future.
If we want to feel proud, we also want
the olive branch, we want peace and
we want safety and security. The
Yemenis remembering of their glori-
ous achievements should be stamped
with what is away from disputes. The
spacious field of life would not grow
but under the climates of forgiveness
and dialogue based on foundations of
democracy and recognition of others.
It is a demand to be achieved by mus-
tering all efforts.

26 September
weekly, organ of
Yemen  Armed
Forces, 22 May
2003.

Lttt - bt
[T

Main headlines:

- In a political statement president
Saleh: Unity inl3 years, great suc-
cesses and huge accomplishments

- Amnesty for the group 16, invited
to return home and participate in
building the country

- The president discusses with
Oman sultan bilateral relations and
developments in the region on
telephone

- Salem  Saleh  Mohammed:
Amnesty decision brave and wise

- Expatriates  affairs  minister,
strengthening contacts with expa-
triates

Mr. Salem Saleh Mohammed, advi-
sor to the president of the republic
says in an article that the decision
taken by the Yemeni political leader-
ship on 22 May culminated struggle of
the Yemeni people and formed a nec-
essary response lo aspirations of the
people in Yemen and the people in the
entire Arab world. It has also picked
up and dealt with the changes and
regional and international develop-
ments in success and rationality. The
decision realized this goal in a peace-
ful democratic way. It is undeniable
that while we are celebrating today, we

are living a state of psychological divi-

sion, between a state of sadness and

pain especially on the Arab situations
particularly after the American-British
war on Iraq and its occupation and the

Arab nation's state of frustration, divi-

sion and acts of sabotage threatening

stability of the region. We are happy
for what it has been achieved in the

World Press

Major news items in leading international newspapers Provided by Xinhua

A:ab Leaguc for a better role in regional
and international issues.

Egyptian Mail

Egypt said Friday it would welcome
hosting a US-Israeli-Palestinian summit.
Egyptian State Information Service
Chairman Nabil Osman, however, said
these are all speculations so far, adding
that “everything is possible, but nothing
has been put on the table.”

Al Akhbar
Egypt is currently holding calm and
intensive talks with different parties in
Iraq, a senior Egyptian official said on
Friday, adding that Egypt is keen to see the
formation of a new Iragi government as
soon as possible.

Green party will be allowed to become
legislators in parliament.

Berliner Zeitung
More than 100 renowned economic
experts have called on the German gov-
ernment for a consistent economic poli-
cy and a determined implementation of
the Agenda 2010.

The Times
Many of London’s most popular
tourist landmarks are to be surround-
ed by concrete after a CIA-MI5 sum-
mit called for special protection
zones to guard against a “spectacular”
al Qaeda terrorist attack in Britain.

Financial Times
There were few French and
German accents to be heard as con-
struction groups gathered in London

Friday to listen to US officials outline
prospects for winning contracts to
rebuild Iraq.

The Independent
Israel announced Friday that it
would accept the “road map” for

peace in the Middle East, breaking
weeks of deadlock and opening the
way for an Israeli-Palestinian summit
next month to be hosted by US
President George W. Bush.

The Washington Post

The 350-billion-dollar tax cut pack-
age that US President George W.
Bush and Republican lawmakers
pushed through Congress on Friday is
essentially a gamble over which eco-
nomic force will prove more signifi-
cant: a rise in the federal deficit, or an
investment boom that could create a
million new jobs.

The New York Times

The American occupation authority
in Iraq, apparently preserving the pre-
war distinction between Kurdish-con-
trolled northern areas and the rest of
the country, will allow Kurdish fight-
ers to keep their assault rifles and
heavy weapons, but require Shiite
Muslim and other militias to surren-
der theirs, according to a draft direc-
tive.

parliamentary elections and deepening
the democratic pursuit and building of
the society's democratic institutions.
We are happy about the achieved
development and stability that has
been reflected on the Yemeni foreign
policy that scored great successes par-
ticularly with regard to the Yemeni -
Saudi border agreement, settling the
problem of Hunaish Island and sea
borders and taking Yemen out of the
circle of terror following the 11
September events in America.

d Al1-Rai-ala'm
weekly, 20 May
2003.

Mam headlines.
A number of MPs file lawsuit

- To confront SARS, late preventive
measures against entering the
country
Two years, the new government
validity
Reception party in celebration of
unification day

- GPC's new structure in its 7th con-
ference

On program of the new government
the political editor of the newspaper
wrote saying that nowadays nobody is
paying much attention to program of
the new government for the coming
period mostly due to the failures of
Bajammal's former government partic-
ularly in people's living and economic
conditions. Under such indifference
shown by the public opinion, there pop
up many queries to be placed before
Bajammal and his government. One of
the main queries is whether there is a
clear and accurate vision to tackle the
economic crises within a technical
frame or would such a vision take the
rhetoric style and broad lines that
bears many interpretations. Corruption
and looting the public property in
many of the state institutions remain
one of the most outstanding issues
Bajammal government should effect a
strong and effective mechanism weed
it out, if Bajammal's government has
the will and determination. Among
other important queries is whether
Bajammal's modernization and devel-
oping government is capable in its per-
formance and program of achieving
the real harmony between the term
name and its actions.

When asked to form the government
Bajammal was given enough time to
choose his ministers, so would he in
the coming period be more able to
change or would he defend his minis-
ters as he did in his previous govern-
ment?

Asahi, Mainichi, Yomiuri, Nihon
Keizai

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi and US President George W.
Bush wamed Friday the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea could face
“tougher measures” if it took steps to
escalate the crisis over its nuclear pro-
gram.

They intended to solve the nuclear
issue peacefully through dialogue, but
would intensify the diplomatic pres-
sure.

Asahi

The World Health Organization has
removed the warnings on travel to
China’s Hong Kong  Special

Pa
Dawn

Pakistani Foreign Secretary Riaz
A. Khokar said on Thursday while
addressing the UN Conference on
Disarmament that the resumption of
dialogue with India would enable the
two sides to conclude substantive
and result-oriented measures for
arms restraint and promotion of

Administrative Region and Guangdong
Province.

Yomiuri

Tokyo is expected to avoid a serious
power shortage this summer afer the
Japanese government vowed to reopen
more nuclear reactors.

The Japanese government has shut
down 17 nuclear reactors since last year
because of security reasons. One of the
reactors was allowed to reopen on May

Mainichi
A government advisory panel called
for reducing pension payments in the
2004 fiscal year budget.

security in South Asia.

The News
The issue of the army chief leav-
ing office should be left with the
president, said Pakistani Prime
Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali
here on Friday.
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United Company for Industrial Metals

A successful investment in Yemen

he Saudi trade and business-

men delegation and chairman

of board of directors of the

Saudi delegation chaired by

Dr. Abdu Rahman Al-Zzamel,
member of the Saudi Shura Council visited
the United Company for Metal Industries in
Aden last week.

The delegation toured a number of impor-
tant industrial complexes and plants belong-
ing to the company including the pipe plant
at the Dofes zone in Abyan governgrate.

The delegation was received by the
General Manger of the United Company for
Metal Industries Mr. Hamdo Abdulkareem,
who gave his guests a brief note on the new
projects in the field of the pipe industry.

The new project is considered the first of
its kind in Yemen as it will be of great indus-
trial importance in providing the Yemeni
market with necessary pipes and metal con-
struction products and therefore, will meet
the demands and needs of the local market.

L

Mr.Hamdo
abdulkareem.

!

Dr. Abdu Rahman
Al-zzamel

The new project will also open the way for
the promotion of local industries and reduce
the dependence on foreign products. The
new project has also met all international
British standards.

On his part, Dr. Abdu Rahman Al-zzamel
expressed his admiration of this huge eco-
nomical edifice and the metal products
including quality pipe and steel produced by
the United Company for Metal Industries.

He further noted during his visit to the city
of Aden that the great investment opportuni-
ties and potentials in the city has made Aden
the focus of attention on the part of the Arab

as well as foreign investors due to its strate-
gic location at the international trade routes.

He concluded his speech that a host of
Saudi businessmen are to enlarge their
exports to Yemen and to search for new

investment opportunities.

He thanked Yemen’s chambers of com-
merce and industry and appreciated their
role in enhancing Yemeni-Saudi trade rela-
tions.

represented by its General Manager

"Hamdo Abdulkareem

& all its employees and workers
Presents its heartfelt wishes and congratulation to

H.E. Ali Abdullah Saleh

President of the Republic of Yemen,
and The Yemen government, Parliament and al-Shura councils
and all Yemeni People

On the occasion of the 13th anniversary

of 22 May, Reunification.
Many Happy Returns
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1 YEMEN PACKING &
ORWARDING CO.(YEMPAC
ARGO) Tel: 967-1-208898. Fax:

47-1-208897
-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.

* «perations: 408518/7904603
iles & Mki: 408517/ 73208898,
iearance: 408518,
lobal Logistic Solutions

+ tiernational Fright Forwarders

Freight Forwarding Air/Sea
Customs Brokers
Packers, Movers
Door-to-Door Delivery
Warehousing
Transportation

Tel.1-441109/126, Fax:1-440733
E-mail: maribcargo@y.net.ye

P.O.Box: 161,
5 Sana'a, 4
~ ‘Rep. of Yemen ’,'
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THE BEST IN PACKING

Tel.: 967-1-208898 - 408518
Email: yempac@y.net.ye

SANA'A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.
WEB:http/www.yempac.com,

& FORWARDING

Sana’a - Tel. 506573/6, Telefax. 272809, P.0. Box: 1105,
Mukalla -Tel. 05-307967/8, Fax. 05-307968, P.O. Box. 8015
Email: adhban_aviation@y.net.ye

=

Fax: 208897,

P.0.Box: 3366.

—meeme ==

(Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof
Packing. removals & Warehousing
International Door-1o-door services
(Worldwide). Customs clearance,
Exemptions.

B Western Union the fastest way
to send money worldwide.

AL-HAMD FOR
EXCHANGE.

Al-Tahreer St. Sana’a.

Tel: 286562, 273069 Hadda

i 8

center

<& Rl ) ] 5 - olass
TAEVEA-TYEAR)

Al-Qasr SL

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank

st.Mobile:73775335.
E-mail: ALHAMD@ye.net

SANA'A Al-Qaser St. near the Chinese Embassy.Tel: 274891 - 284748

Emall: foryou-fory Y@

Situation

Vacant

WA well reputed logistic
company required:" Mar-
keting & sales manager”
with administrative expe-
rience  and working
knowledge of computer &
good command of English /
Arabic language. sent your
CV by fax. 01-209940, or
tel. 01-218142

B Wanted Secretary:
excellent communication
skills Arabic and English,
Typing Arabic and English,
Good knowledge  of
internet. must have at least
3 years of experience in
commercial field. Com-
puter literate. Tel. 0I-
467831/2/3/4, Fax: 647835.
B An establishment seeks
an employee to fill the
vacanl position editing. Job
Excellent
knowledge in graphics &

requirements:

layout design for Adobe pho-
toshop, Excellent English/Arabic
typing. Bachelor degree in any
field, Expenence in graphics and
designing and editing, Good
English is preferable. Those who
meel the above requirements
advised to come to arrange fro an
appointment. For more information
please contact us Tel. 268661

W Needed: Secretary: minimum 3
years of experience of n secretarial
field., Muency in spoken, writien,
reading and typing in English &
Arabic, University Degree is
preferable. excellent computer
skills, contact Tel. 440418, Fax:
440415

Job Seekers

B Jesudason: I've got experience
in four countries (India, Singapore,
Maldives & Yemen). Now I'm
working as an executive secretary
Job Description-In Yemen dealing
with International Tenders By
PEC/PTC/ Nawasa and
Enquires-Air ways, power slations,

elc.

73816219.

Job Required

Jesudason: I've got experience in four countries
(India, Singapore, Maldives & Yemen). Now I'm
working as an executive secretary Job Description-In
Yemen | dealing with International Tenders By
PEC/PTC/ Nawasa and etc. Enquires-Air ways, power
stations, oil companies and etc. So, if there is a oppor-
tunities for the above field please contact me at

JFor SaledRequired OAvailable OFor Lease OFor Hire/Rent [1Job Require [Situation Vacant [JOthers
Details:

Contact Address:

oil companies and etc. So, if there
is a opportunities for the above
feld please me al
73816219

M Bachelor degree in information
technical/Amman, Jordan, E lan-
guage, experience in the pro-
gramming language, maintenance
of HP printers, analyzing and

contaclt

design systems. Contact: Tel.
73588929, 280178
B Jamal: M.sc.A. architecture

Eng. practical Exp. more then 10
years and many courses i com-
puters & english lang. working for
oil company or abroad. 7943737
B Sami Suliman: If you hare
desire to leach Arabic language,
Private lessons, for all secondary
classes and foreigners. 73770365
B Search for any job in Sana’a. 1
here secondary school result. I
want  work labourer for any
direction in sana’a, 321169

B Adel Ahmed al-Faeishi: B.c. in
administration  business, good
command of english, Typing
Arabic/English, Systems of com-
puter, experience in services mar-
keting. 04-223497 B.O. Box: 5639,
Email: a-alfa-2003 @ yahoo.com

B Ahmed S. Mansour: diploma
specialized in English and Com-
puter, 7 years experience in exec-
utive administrational field and
translation, exlensive courses in
customer care. 73111682 -
40967717

B Waheeb Othman: have a good
English language, long connected
with progress, short course in com-

puter good experience in hotel
services. 5870988
2000. Tel. 71183113

Real Estate

B Barber girl for work in barber
shop in Mazda street, 73563752

B For rent: villa in al-Asbahi City,
two floors with garden big yard,
with fountain, swings, traditional
fornished room. Contact Om Ahmed
73508591

B For sule: leasehold shop,
Running business for sale with all
decoration act. on Zubairy St. good
location. Mohammed Tel. 71110176
B For rent: Ground flour, 4 rooms,
2 bathroom, big sale + kitchen with
a beautiful garden. On the right a
big room + toilette independent (for
guests or house keepers). On the left
independent  shop  with
entrance + big room on the top +
toilette. 1t can be used as clinic with
laboratory and pharmacy. All with 3
telephone lines. 71270571

W For sale: 96 model American car
good  condidtion, good price
contact: Mr. Yahya Abdulrahim,
T1100475

B For sale: mercedes -benz model
96, ¢230 (94.000 Km) used in
germany, full options dark blue
colour in excellent condition. conact
Sana'a 414407, Abdulwahhab P. O.
Box 7252

B For sale: Lexus Toyota, Maodel

streel

Sail 71667202 | YBRD
B For sale:
Toyota cressida
XL, model 90,
Excellent con-

Hertz Rent a Car

$ BANKS

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:
Yemen Guif Bank Fax:260824 Tel 967-1-260823

Head Office: Al-Zubiry St.

Aden : Al-Ma’alla St:
Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.:
Taiz Al-Mugama'a St.:
Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St.
Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 264702. Fax. 264703503350

Yemeni [slumic Bank

= CAR RENT.

Armmex

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders
Al-Rawahil Olympia

Griffin Logistics Lid.

Modem German Hospital
E-mail:felixpenc@hotmail.com  Fax. 601889
The First Consultant center for the skin.

278674/7909110
Sana'a: 441024/5
Sana'a: 440166

Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116
Tel. 60S88R/602008

274310M1 i
5 552-205 venerial Diseases & Infertility 205517-73807737
Sonaia: MSINT. o borit Homit 615402-
Taiz 251816
Hodeidah: 213517 13400 :
Y #A .’% Al-Jumhury Hospital 274285
2716234 A Thawra Hospital 246366
Yemen Specialized Hospitak 224963

Sana’a: 01440309
Aden: 02-245625

HOTELS

Murjan Travel
Sky Travels Fax: 266258
Universal Business Travel Center - Tel: 4411589/60

RESTAURANT

Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)

Gulr Air Cargo 4408917344467 Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph  263925-71150769
Credit Agricole Indosuez ITS Global Logistics 218142
2743711213 Marib Travel & Tourism SCHOOLS
. Cargo Division) 441109/126 Fax: 440733
w‘& 3728”2"_1,2(_] Ye{mpa; Sana'a 208898-408518 Sana'a Turkish School 44825819
- na’;ﬂ;{;{]‘gﬁ Al-Hussein National Schools 41282677
- + HOSPITALS Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
:05/352917-306560  Yemen Gemen Hospital (open heart surgery) Tulip Schaol 417249

‘ TRAVEL i

Ashual Travel & Tounsm  Fax: 440839 Tel. 440930
Al-Nasim Travel
Al-Sunidar
Apollo Business Travel Center
Arubian Peninsula T & T

270750
Fax: 263202 Tel. 241667/500808
Tel. 444000/888
Tel. 414755410302
Fax: 414798

Fax: 216028 Tei: 400722
Tel: 26093246

i Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car - 417346-7927920  gANA’A: UNIVERSITIES
dition. eulf CAR SHOWROOMS Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230 z . ——
specifications, . 2 ® JULIVLO Dream Land Hotel: 255511/ American World University. Rep. by IS arudcm);
CD wilh sterco, & SPARE PARTS Best Western Hadda Hotel: 41521275 S T"I' 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
Reason to sell Hadda Town; 415900  |University of Applied and Social Sc:encE

is for travelling. | FORD/HYUNDAI 267791  Sahari Hotel Jourism 269711/269683/8 Sana - 4I%§3§ ;3?.' -;E;g{l)
6800 Dol Eur:; MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080 Ra_n'pnn Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8 e

% N | NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269  Hill Town: 278426/9/8 Queen Arwa University 44997112
Negatiable. Sana’a University 2505530415
E h a b — — —

Abdulmalik -
Attention!

WFor sale: carl g/19 pags Student / Fresh Graduates! Professionals! ISA offers coaching/guidance/coun-
model 8. 4galing on Degree Programs of American World University. Bachelors/
doors  privale| Masters/Doctorate/Diploma/Certificate Programs. Author of Improve Your -
number still in| English is here. Please Rush new! Special Batch!! Do you miss anything 7 N
good condition| now? Yes, Translation! Enjoy learning!!! ¥“-‘S~ ‘}
f(loil hp: I;cg : r Please Tel. 1-412039/ 417441, Email: isacademy2002 @yahoo.com _:":;“:“f

Abdulqgader

Website: www.isacademy.org

Bashueb

71929528

B For sule: mercedes model 78,
version 250 for  270.000, © or
exchange it with version 230 with
acceptance o pay the difference.
Gamal Abdullah, phone 73531203
B For sale: Hilux, Model 93, good
condition, price 1.550.000 YR.
Contact 73773217

Computer

B Needed Laptop Copmuter P3 or
P4 in good condition. Contact: Mr.
Waddah 73741479

M For sale: a computer intel
233MHz. 2 hard drives (approxi-

mately 10 GB total), Multimedia
with external fax modem, for only
$200. Talal 412596, pager 5845549
B For sale: computer PIII, HD
20GB, CD Rom 52X, CPU 535
MHz, Ram 128 MB., Multimedia
Monitor 157. Price § 350.
73563752

Home/Office
Equipment

B For sale: Panasonic fax & with
answering

steam press for shops, presser from
U.K. to iron clothes, plenty of
plastic hangers for sales & lots of
shop stands for clothes. closing
down garment shop wring design,
dining table, 10 chairs. wir board
to write double sided ring
71110176-207160

M For sale: Dental chair + Dental
x..Ray, stabilizer , light cure , amal-
gamator Dr. Saleh Mahdi 71127988
B For suale: English 10 English
frunklin electronics diclionaries
with thesaurus and voc. building
games for sale at very reasonable

prices. Call 73819434

B For sale: Gas detector that traces
of carbon menoxide, hydrogen sul-
phide, combustibles and oxygen.
very useful for petroleum process-
ing and other industrial plants. Tel.
71170706

B Terrier pups available. Genuine
buyers/dog lovers contact Mr. Chris
by Mobile No 73816219
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machiney

91, Automatic,
Brawn color, four
door Khaled Ali

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a

For more info. contact Mr. Victor, 268661/2/3, 73810416
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VACANCY

ladies.

P e L L L L L

An experienced supervisor is required (Couple is
preferred) soon to run a new private health club in Sana
designed for a limited family members.

The club contains, a swimming pool, sauna, steam,
jacuzzi, and a gymnastic room for men and the same for

He should have previous experience and knowledge,
regarding the other facilities in same center.

Please Fax or Emalil your CV to 606 Sana'a, Fax: 01-218806
Email: alseragi@y.net.ye
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* Best quality of medical & colored contact lenses

a2 ) e 1. STC T,

Sunu'a - Zubairy SGTel, 218661 Fax: 20305

il agdgllas piol g

More than 25 years of experience in SAUDI-
* Eye Examination by specialized Egyptian Doctors with highly

* Wide variety of fashionable ophthalmic & sunglasses frames

448512 Fax:

ARABIA, EGYPT, U.A.E. and OMAN, Now In YEMEN
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Specialists in eye & Contact lenes.
AllAbdumughnee St.Tel: 7960199

wllehiaibani ]/

Sana’a-Haddah St.

Infront of Al-Komaiam Center
Tel: 266375-505290, Fax: 267619
P.O. box: 5465

E-mail: shaibani @ yemen.net.ye
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super De Luxe
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Trans The Moons
Electioncs

H

AL-YAMAMA
PLACE
SUITES

for digital sets, maintance, satellite,
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Engineer Manager
Mobile: 73878738
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PROPERTY FOR SALE BY
THE EMBASSY OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA,

SANA’A

The embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,
Sana’a intends to sell the following described property in Maala, Aden.

1- The property is located at Maala, Aden covering an area of 1,185

m’ It has Ground Plus two Residential Building, Service Quart

Guard House and Car Shade it is bounded by road, Plot No. 20,
Plot No. 8 and Plot No. 6. The plots of land where the property

located is leased for the Embassy of Ethiopia for Ninety Ni

Years commencing from Sixteenth day of June Nineteen Hundred

Fifty Four.

This announcement shall remains float up to 24 day of the month

of June 2003.

Details of the information about the property can be obtained

freely starting from 26 Day of the month of May up to 24 Day

the month of June 2003 from Ethiopian Embassy Sana’a Tel No.

208833, Fax No. 213780.

Inspection of the property can be made starting from 26 day of the

month of May up to 24 day of month of June 2003.

The property offers should be submitted in a wax-sealed envelo
to the Embassy of Ethiopia, Sana’a.

Tel. No. 208833 or 211208, Fax No. 213780 before or on 24 d
of the Month of June 2003, at 3:00pm.

Vacant possession of the entire estate including all building and
development thereon shall pass to the purchaser “As IS” There
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Al-SHAMI
Establishment

FOR GENERAL THADING
Salch S. Al-Shami & Bros.

Trade Agency, Oilfield :nrvees. Industry
Materiales, Bullding Materiales, Electric

Materiales.
Sana’a. Taiz St Tel:284739/248848
Fax: 266285, P.O. Box: 2023,
Adan: 341205/8
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Green Land Co.
Ltd. For Trade

Material & Copper wire for
rewinding & workshops equipment
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Sana’a- Y.R. Tel: 286829, Telefax:282932,
P.O Box: 565, Email: greenlandeo? @hotmail.com
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tion in the property sold.

ey sparead lubad | yipuaSl
S le HP g5 sl Gla

7 Th Emb f th Fed 1 D ti R bl £ Ethioni ;‘ 1024*1280 44— 5,93 cyllass 16 L“"::j"‘-.”‘“ o 2 00 Ll B Gl e LBy
. € rmoassy o € redcra emocratic Kepuoiic o opia DCS 1300 i A VYANA Joal it Glie oy Ll e S L
y p p :‘ SWITCH 8 PORT =458 Ll § 05 1 paldd \ VT SAAATA W ey s3] VATV

LCD cils
§4754 "17
$ M54"15

Lol e Joala il S B
el ey ol Lyl
B saay sl Yo A Saania

reserves the right to reject any offer or to cannel its offer to sell the
property.

3w Gl BladVI G s ik pllos B
ol doall alpdl i A
ahadly guSladly Jaiii a6 by

Ben(Q @kiid s wwl o sy
207631 3 & plusha i — i garaSll Al ) Al




Choose ..
Learn
& Succeed...

'YEMEN(@/TIMES

g @SS Y

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

1CB

S aoadl I ]

YEMEN COMMERCIAL BANK

1"“5‘ . o .
" The Bank Offers T gL Yga
& - & qo* HIGHEST RATE OF . ’ ?
O Sukalt S s e

in Yemeni Riyal or US Dollar iuis¥lcMeslly el il

Head Office: Al-Rowaishan Building, Al-Zubairy St- P.O.Box:19845 or 160 Sana’a
E-Mail address: ycbho@y.net.ye,Web Site:w ww.ychank.com,
Fax: (967-1) 2.84656, Secretary Telfax:(967-1) 277238, Exchange:(967-1) 284272/6,
Tel: 277324, 277378, 277354, 277381, Telex: 3427 YCBHOS YE.

—tgA0TT Ll

The Soqotra island:

Where phoenix is revived (2-2)

ing less than 650 or 700 meter above
sea level.

The natives call it “Agharuoob”, and
use it for extracting glue. Its Arabian
name is said to be “Shajarat Dam Al-
Akhawaeen” (Tree of the two brothers’
blood).
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he most peculiar plant in
the island is the “Dragon
Tree”, like the name
implies it's quite a giant

tree. It looks like a huge
umbrella and is found in many places, it
has straight sharp vertical branches pro-
truding in all directions about 3-5
meters high. Each branch forks again
after 20-30 cm above the ground into a
number of branches which get entan-
gled within and with the young branch-
es of the tree. It makes a beautiful por-
trait of entangled branches and thick
bunches of green leaves. The tree reach-
es around 5 to 6 meters high and is
found in all strange places mostly in the
Fermehin area on elevated heights noth-

Rumors say that the locals named it
this way after an old Indian legend
found in the Indian literature. This is
quite natural because Socotra at that
time was a transit point between India
and Arabian Peninsula. According to
the Indian myths dragons met elephants
with enmity and were thirsty for the ele-
phant’s blood. On one occasion when
the dragon was sucking out the ele-
phants blood, the dying elephant col-
lapsed on the dragon and consequently
its blood mixed with that of the drag-
on’s and the mixture, Sulfide Mercury,

Dragonblood trees scattering all over the island
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Socotra, an exotic paradise

was a liquid extracted from the Tree's
trunk hence the name.

The mountaineers pierce the trunk
and hence red colored thick liquid pours
out, once it hardens it turns black and
looks like lumps. The lumps are crushed
and grounded into a powder that is used
as a remedy for eye and skin diseases,

as an antiseptic and to stop bleeding. It
is also used for curing wounds and for
decoration paint. As a tradition, the
extorted material is exported abroad and
used in creating mixtures and toothpaste
and in medicines because of its healing
powers and because it is good for gums.

Continued on page 21

= Paint derivatives
- Brake fiuid (BP)
= Detergeants
- Putties & adhesives
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car care products
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TAHA. M. ANAM Trading Est.
Taiz, 04-210526 Sana'a, 01-216027 Aden, 02-240220
www.nikon-imoge.com

Fax. 224493, P.O. Box 5726
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