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Houthis accuse army of airstri

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

SA’ADA, Aug. 12 — The sixth Sa’ada
war began on Tuesday as army person-
nel carried out offenses and airstrikes
against Houthi loyalists in many dis-
tricts of the war-torn province.

Houthis recorded on Tuesday 30
airstrikes by fighter jets and helicopters
against villages in various districts,
most notably in Malahidh and nearby
areas.

Heavy mortars and Katyusha missiles
were also fired at Dhahian town, eight
kilometers north of Sa’ada city.
Dhahian is the second biggest town in
the province, with tens of thousands of
people, most of who are Houthi sup-
porters.

Army forces, backed by hundreds of
tribesmen from Hashid Tribe, are clash-
ing with Houthis in several areas includ-
ing Al Khamis, Al-Anad, Al-Khafji, Al-
Saifi, Razih, Al-Hasafa, Shada,
Khawlan Bani Amer, Bani Maadh, Al-
Mabhadhir, Saiqain, Matra and Majaz.

The sixth war between government
forces and Houthis broke out just hours
after the Supreme Security Committee,
chaired by President Ali Abdullah
Saleh, held a meeting warning Houthis
against breaching a truce reached last
year. Until now, there have been no neu-

tral or reliable reports of casualties on
either side.

Houthis field leader Abdulmalik Al-
Houthi denounced the latest military
operations, describing them as “crimi-
nal acts.” He accused the government
authorities of breaching the truce and
targeting innocent children and women
in their homes.

In a statement published on his Web
site, Al-Houthi said, “The army
airstrikes hurt dozens of civilians
including a 7-year-old girl and a 4-year-
old child. The little girl may die of her
critical injury.”

The field leader accused the govern-
ment of waging a new war against
Sa’ada residents.

“We care about peace and stability
more than any other party,” he said.
“Saada residents pay the price of what
happens at the various levels...they are
the first people to respond to any calls
for reconciliation and truce.”

Short-term truce
Houthis and mediation committees
selected by the government reached a
short-term truce earlier this week, lead-
ing to a ceasefire. But during the truce,
Houthis took over new mountaintop
positions once used by the army.

Terms of the truce stipulated that both

sides resume dialogue after Ramadan.
They, however, traded accusations over
breaching the truce just hours after the
truce was signed. Houthis accused mili-
tary leaders of violating the truce as
they continue firing at Houthi positions
with various types of heavy and light
weapons.

Houthis Spokesman Sheikh Saleh
Habra told the Yemen Times by phone
Wednesday morning that “Clashes
between Houthi followers and govern-
ment troops are going fierce in many
areas, particularly Malahidh.”

“Our followers took control of
Malahidh from all directions, in addi-
tion to positions of Al-Kassar and Safia,
which have been used by the army until
Yesterday,” Habra added.

“The army launched airstrikes against
some Sa’ada areas targeting civilians.
We recorded 30 raids in which heavy
grenades were used, intimidating
women and children.”

“Our supporters resisted the army
fighter jets using anti-crafts and forcing
these fighters to go higher to avoid
being hurt,” he maintained. “Over the
past few days, we took control of more
than 12 military positions and found
large amounts of arms, more than two
million bullets of different sizes, and
many Katyusha missiles.”

The Yemen Times attempted to con-
tact government officials to respond to
what Habra said, but all of them
declined to speak about the issue and
promised to appoint a military
spokesman as soon as possible.

The mediation committee, comprised
of Sheikh Faris Manaa, Brig. Abdulaziz
Al-Dhahab and Houthi representatives,
reached an agreement on Saturday stip-
ulating three main terms, one of which
is that gunfire must be ceased in all
fronts and the truce shall be placed into
effect as of Sunday morning.

However, influential military leaders
breached the agreement, according to
Houthis.

According to tribal sources, these
military leaders ordered troops to carry
out offensives and fire missiles against
Houthi villages in an attempt to foil
mediation efforts led by Al-Dhahab,
who was appointed by Saleh for this
purpose.

The second term stipulated that
Houthis must release war prisoners
(officers and soldiers), held during the
most recent fighting in the Shada and
Saqain areas. Houthis said they are
holding hundreds of government sol-
diers.

In return, the government must
release detained Houthis.

Archive photo

Kkes on villages

The five-year-old battle between Yemen’s government against the Houthi
fighters is one of a widening series of conflicts threatening to destabilize the
country. The government blames the fighters for the flare-up of violence in
the north, saying Houthis’ attacks undermining security, repeated attacks
targeting civilians, vandalism.

The third term states that all the
checkpoints, set up by the army and
Houthis on roads, must be removed.
The term also stipulates that Houthi
fighters must evacuate government
facilities they are controlling in the
Ghamr and Saqain districts.

Brig. Al-Dhahab served once as
leader of Arooba Brigades and has close
relationhip with President Saleh.

Saleh once appointed him to lead
mediation efforts between the army and
Houthis, but no tangible results were
reached.

Yemeni youth efforts needed to face climate change

By : Amel Al-Ariqi

SANA'A, Aug. 12 — Although Yemen
is one of the countries most devastated
by global warming, the majority of
young people in Yemen are not aware
of the meaning of the words ‘climate
change’ or ‘global warming,” say
experts.

Dr. Abdullah Al-Numan, academic
researcher and lecturer at the Center of
Environment and Water at Sana’a
University, said that no studies have
been conducted yet to assess Yemeni
youths’ understanding of the concept of
climate change. However, according to
his experience with Sana’a university
students as well as with young people
in general, the concept of climate
change is still completely unknown to
most Yemeni youths.

“Unfortunately, there is no govern-
mental body that carries the responsi-
bility to raise the awareness of climate
change and its impacts among young
people in Yemen,” said Al-Noman,
adding that the spread of awareness
among youth is vital, as they are the
next generation and we feel that we
have the most at stake.

He said that even those young
Yemenis who show an interest in learn-
ing about this global natural phenome-
non get their information from limited
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media resources, while the role of the
schools or universities in this regard is
practically absent.

Yemen under climate change risk
Climate change impacts Yemen in a
similar way to the Horn of Africa on
the other side of the Red Sea.
According to experts, drought and
desertification punctuated by torrential
downpours that are useless unless “har-
vested” or channeled in some way
characterizes climate change in this
area of the world.

Research recently released by the
World Bank shows that Yemen is
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among the five most vulnerable coun-
tries to climate change worldwide in
terms of both affected coastal area and
endangered population.

The World Bank also estimates that
Yemen is one of seven countries in
which areas prone to storm surges
account for more than 50 percent of the
gross domestic product.

An International Red Cross journal-
istic report found out that Sana'a is
experiencing hotter temperatures in
recent years that exceed 25 degrees
centigrade as well as less seasonal rain,
confusing farmers.

But the most obvious risk is storm
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surges on Yemen'’s coast. In Oct. 2008,
severe floods hit roughly a third of the
country, seriously damaging central

Hadramout governorate on the Arabian
Sea. The floods killed about 200 peo-
ple and left more than 3,000 homeless,
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Supreme Council for Medical Negligence established

By: Ola Al-Shami

SANA’A, Aug 11 — Towards holding
negligent medical practitioners
accountable for medical errors and
providing some justice for patients
and their relatives, a Supreme
Council for Medical Negligence was
finally established mid-May this year.

Its activities are expected to com-
mence during Ramadhan, said Dr.
Asem Al-Samawi, the General
Secretary of the Supreme Council for
Medical Negligence.

"The Ministry of Health has
appointed the council's 12 members,"
said Dr. Abdulkareem Thamer, a
member of the newly-formed council
and head of the Heart Center at Al-
Thawra Hospital.

"It will be headed by Dr. Abdullah
Hattab and consist of five experi-
enced doctors -three from the
Syndicate of Yemeni Doctors, two
from the Syndicate of Yemeni
Pharmacists, and two deputies from
the faculties of medicine both in
Sana'a and Aden," he said.

In their meeting on Tuesday, the
council's members agreed upon the
location of the council to be in Hadda
Complex in Sana'a.

"We are discussing the missions
and the visions of the council, and we
will decide on them during
Ramadhan," said Al-Samawi.

A directive for establishing the
council has been in place since 2000,
but it was never enforced.

“There were disagreements with
the ministers of health since 2000
about who should head the council,"
explained Thamer. "The syndicate
rejected the council because it mis-
takenly believed that it would take
over the responsibilities of the syndi-
cate.”

Before the council's establishment,
there was no specific body in Yemen
to which patients or their relatives
could complain about a case of sus-
pected medical malpractice and
demand an investigation.

“The council will also address
problems doctors face as a result of
patients' lack of understanding,” said

Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Dhele'e, the general
secretary of the Syndicate of Yemeni
Doctors, and vice manager of Al-
Jumhuri Hospital.

There are thirteen different proce-
dures that the Supreme Council for
Medical Negligence can adopt if a
doctor is found guilty of medical mal-
practice.

"After investigation, a doctor could
be held legally accountable for mal-
practice or negligence," said Thamer
explaining the council’s role. "The
committee at the Supreme Council
can prevent him from working in
medicine by taking away his medical
license away, or make him pay for
any extra treatment following compli-
cations in the particular case."

Temporary committee

The Syndicate of Yemeni Doctors and
the Ministry of Public Health and
Population have formed a temporary
specialized committee for following
and investigating any suspected med-
ical negligence case whenever there
is a need.

Citizens pay price of gas shortage

By: Ismail Al-Ghabri

SANA’A, Aug. 12 — A propane gas
shortage is turning into a regular phe-
nomenon Yemenis are accustomed to
by the advent of Ramadan. What is
new this year is that the crisis emerged
some 15 days before Ramadan. The sit-
uation discloses a complete lack of
oversight regarding the sale of propane
gas in black markets by relevant agen-
cies.

The search for a cylinder of gas
turned into a daily problem suffered by
heads of households. In July and
August, there have been seven tribal
interceptions of gas trucks driving on
the Sana’a-Marib Highway, a phenom-
enon that played a great role in produc-
ing the crisis. This forced the Yemeni
Gas Company (YGC) to resort to its
reserves to mitigate the crisis.

The capital city of Sana’a has been
deprived of receiving its supply of
propane gas, which is 40,000 to 50,000
cylinders daily. These quantities are

supposed to meet the growing demand
for propane gas in the local market,
according to Operations Manager at
YGC Mohammed Ghalib.

Abdullah Badi, manager of the
Capital City Reserve at YGC, con-
firmed that the company’s reserves
located in Dhahban, Eritel and Subaha
amount to a mere 200,000 cylinders.
“How it is possible for this quantity to
meet the growing demand of two mil-
lion people in the city?”” he wondered.

Despite resorting to the reserves to
meet the growing demand in the local
market over the past few days, the
YGC failed to mitigate the crisis and
hundreds of citizens these days are
seen lining up before gas shops to get
filled cylinders.

The crisis led some gas shops to
close, thereby creating a black market
for the sale of propane gas. Vendors
exploited the opportunity to sell gas at
a price of YR 1,000 to 1,500 per cylin-
der. Citizens complain that there may
be agreements and coordination among

Continued from page 1

gas shopkeepers to make money off the
crisis, the price of which is being paid
by the citizens.

Vendors indicate that shopkeepers
add YR 100 to 200 per cylinder these
days, thus forcing them to increase the
price of a filled cylinder.

A lack of propane gas supplies is the
main reason for the current crisis,
according to gas shopkeepers. They
complain that their pickups wait in
front of gas stations for four days to be
filled.

They added that tribal interceptions
on the Sana’a-Mareb Highway pre-
vented gas trucks from reaching Sana’a
and other main cities.

There are around 500 gas shops in
Sana’a, of which 450 belong to YGC.
The remainder are owned by citizens,
according to Badi.

He clarified that YGC affiliated
shops are supplied with 200 cylinders a
day and that this quantity increases up
to 600 to 800 cylinders on days that see
a growing demand.

Yemeni youth efforts needed to face climate change

The old city of Al-Hodeida is
facing aa similar risk as its unique
architecture that has charmed visi-
tors to Yemen for centuries is being
seriously undermined by flood
water.

The impact of climate change has
become noticeable in Yemen, not
only through seasonal modifica-
tions and increasing temperatures,
but also by the increase of disease.

According to Dr. Yasir Hameed,
general practitioner, climate change
in Yemen could increase the rates
of children with climate sensitive
diseases such as diarrhea and
malaria, and it could also exacer-
bate malnutrition.

"A recent study has suggested
that for every degree of increase in
temperature, the rate of the hospi-
talization of children with diarrhea
increased by 8 percent," he wrote in
a recent report.

As climate change has severe
socioeconomic implications,
Yemen, like many other developing
countries, signed the Kyoto
Protocol in 1997 to protect the
environment and reduce to green-
house gas emissions which are the
main cause of climate change.

However, poor countries like
Yemen lack the human and finan-
cial resources necessary to respond
adequately to the negative impacts
of climate change, according to the
World Bank.

Why Young People?

Last year the United Nations select-
ed the theme "Youth and Climate
Change" to recognize the fact that
climate change has already begun

to devastate communities, deepen-
ing the effects of poverty and
hunger. "This situation complicates
the challenges that young people
face," said the UN, emphasizing the
importance of actively engaging
the younger generations in areas of
preparedness, risk reduction, adap-
tation and mitigation. This includes
the following:

e Preparedness and disaster risk
reduction through building
individual and community
capacities so that the likelihood
of climate change induced dis-
asters is reduced and that peo-
ple are able to respond prompt-
ly, expeditiously and effective-
ly.

¢ Adaptation through actions that
decrease the harm of climate
change while exploiting its ben-
efits.

e Mitigation through actions that
minimize or cushion the
adverse impacts of climate
change.

This year on Aug. 12, International

Youth Day was held under the

theme "Sustainability: Our

Challenges, Our Future," yet the

program made no reference to cli-

mate change.

Efforts for what?

Recently the World Bank Institute
in Sana'a organized the Youth
Climate  Change  Champions
(YCCC) program.

The YCCC program provided
young environmental activists from
Yemen and other countries with an
overview of the latest knowledge
on climate change. This included

knowledge of the Earth’s climate
system, the role of greenhouse
gases, the effects of climate change
on societies and the environment,
projections of future climate
change and effects, an overview of
responses needed to reduce green-
house gas emissions, and how to
adapt to the changed climate.
Participants were introduced to
responses to climate change related
problems on both national policy
and personal levels. They were also
introduced to international negotia-
tions and the cost of acting and not
taking action on climate change. In
Yemen, 20 participants, 12 of
whom are girls, participated in the
program which started on March 11
and ran through June 2009.

The program helped the Yemeni
participants to share knowledge,
ideas and tools with other learners
from Moldova, Egypt,
Mozambique, Kenya, Tanzania,
Uganda and Georgia.

After completion of the program,
the World Bank launched an open
call for project proposals.
Participant organizations from each
country that completed the climate
change program were eligible to
submit project proposals.

"We  specifically addressed
young people as we believe that
they have creative approaches and
ideas which may help to handle the
impact of climate change," said
Mujahed Al-Mussaabi, Public
Information Assistant at the World
Bank. He added that these young
participants will become leaders in
awareness about climate change in
their local communities

"The committee investigates any
suspected cases according to the
norms and bases of the medical pro-
fession," said Al-Dhele'e.

He added that the reason behind
forming this committee is the
increased number of complaints
against doctors in different hospitals.

Medical arbitrators

"The court judges cannot decide what
medical negligence is. This needs
professionals from the medical field
to decide it," commented Al-Dhele'e.

Since the council was established
in mid-May, the committee has halted
its activities. It will resume as soon as
the council becomes active and will
work with the council, according to
Abdulhakeem Al-Eryani, a member
of the committee.

This committee is the core of the
Supreme Council for Medical
Negligence, according to Thamer.

"It was necessary to establish and
activate the law of the Supreme
Council of Medical Negligence, he
said. "In 2009, the council that fol-
lows medical negligence cases and to
investigate these cases was finally
established.”

A quantum leap
"The Supreme Council is a quantum
leap that will help patients' relatives
to provide evidence for their allega-
tions or simply to withdraw them,"
said Al- Dhele'e.

Patients' relatives are already wel-
coming the move to establish the
council.

"I complained to the Ministry of
Health, to the syndicate, then to the
prosecution since my wife became
paralyzed after she delivered at Al-
Thawra Hospital," said Sa'ad Al-
Dhaifi, a husband with a medical
complaint. "If this council proves that
it wasn't a medical mistake then I'll
withdraw the whole case."

"A lot of diseases -especially heart
diseases- are unexpected," explained
Thamer, in response to Al-Dhaifi's
case. "For example, a person might
die or have a stroke while he is pray-
ing. However, we will look into the
case to determine whether or not it
was a case of malpractice."

"Medical awareness in Yemeni
society is very limited," said Thamer,
explaining that the result is people
dying unnecessarily because they did
not go to hospital for medical treat-
ment, or went very late on in the dis-
ease.

Cooperation with government
New council members are currently
preparing the missions, visions and
finances of which the Ministry of
Health is expected to approve soon,
according to Thamer.

The Supreme Council will work
with a number of official bodies.

"It is related to the Ministry of
Higher Education in comparing and

reviewing the certificates of higher
studies," Thamer said. "It also deals
with the Ministry of Health with
regards to doctors' qualifications
from time to time, the Ministry of
Justice in investigating cases of med-
ical negligence, and the Ministry of
Interior to deal with the necessary
punishments for the guilty doctors."

"The Supreme Council for Medical
Negligence deals with all the proce-
dures, beginning from the patients'
complaints and ending with either the
withdrawal of their complaints or the
proof of their suspicions," said
Thamer.

He added that the council is an
urgent necessity to improve medical
practice in Yemen and to observe
doctors performing their work to
evaluate them.

Researched rulings

The cases will be followed by mem-
bers of the committee according to
their areas of specialization: "If the
complaint was for example in the
field of the heart, then concerned doc-
tors would investigate it," Thamer
explained.

The review of each case will be
based on the doctor's technical per-
formance, and whether they did their
work professionally or with negli-
gence.

“The decisions about the cases will
be neutral and objective,” said
Thamer.

Security plan for Ramadan

By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Aug, 11 — The Yemeni
Ministry of the Interior announced on
Tuesday that it is working on a special
security plan for Ramadan. The plan
will be carried implemented in all gov-
ernorates to accommodate the change
of lifestyle that occurs throughout the
month.

“The plan aspires to secure houses of
worship and provide mobile policemen
in cities around the clock to create safe
markets and main streets,” according
to the ministry’s website. “The special
Ramadan security plan aims to make
citizens’ mobilization during nights
safer and more secure,” the website
noted.

The ministry did not reveal the secu-
rity measures around foreign facilities,
including the embassies and oil com-
panies.

Last Ramadan, the US Embassy was
attacked by some terrorists that result-
ed in the deaths of 16 people. The vic-
tims were civilians and some guards.

None of the embassy staff was hurt.

Terrorist groups have the tendency
to threaten and carry out attacks during
Ramadan against western interests and
organizations as well as against Arab
embassies like Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates.

However, the ministry indicated that
plan also will focus on traffic safety in
roads and that it will intensify traffic
police service during rush hour before
dinner at around 6:30 p.m. According
to the Ministry of the Interior, this is
the time when most car accidents occur
during Ramadan.

“In the Ramadan traffic plan, traffic
officers will have to work from 11:00
a.m. to late midnight covering all the
traffic sites. No officer can be dis-
charged from his duty or take a vaca-
tion during the next month of the Hijri
calendar,” stated Abdul-Jabbar Al-
Ghifari, Head of Officers’ Affairs and
Traffic in Sana’a.

“There will be two main work shifts
during Ramadan. The first shift will be
fromll a.m. to 4 p.m. and the second

from 4 p.m. to late midnight,” Al-
Ghifari said. He further explained that
there are some specific places in cities
that will require special attention and
more coverage by traffic officers. “In
Sana’a, we will focus on Jamal Street,
Bab Al-Salam, Bab Al-Yemen and
other crowded markets,” Al-Ghifari
said.

In addition to that, the Ministry of
Interior informed via its website that
security apparatuses will continue to
carry out the arms ban in cities during
Ramadan.

During Ramadan in Yemen, people’s
lifestyles change since daytime turns
into night and vice versa. All adults
fast throughout the month from dawn
until sunset, abstaining from food and
drink as well as cigarettes. Negative
thoughts and actions are also banned
during this time. As a result, during the
entire month of Ramadan people sleep
during the day and stay up all night.
Official work hours are reduced from 8
hours to 5 hours a day, while most pri-
vate sectors open only at night.

Yemeni Gitmo detainees
handed over to Saudi Arabia

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

SANA’A, Aug 11 — Yemen has aban-
doned its citizens detained in the US
military base in Guantanamo Bay,
according to lawyer Mohammed Naji
Allaw, Chairman of the National
Organization for Defending Rights and
Freedoms, known as HOOD.

The released detainees will be hand-
ed over to Saudi Arabia for psychologi-
cal and professional rehabilitation.

Giving a lecture at Saba Center for
Strategic Studies on Monday, Allaw
said Yemen had some of the first and
loudest voices of opposition against
Guantanamo. But, he said, the country
later failed to successfully negotiate to
be in charge of their rehabilitation.

“There have been, so far, many func-
tions and demonstrations supporting
Guantanamo detainees on Yemeni soil,"
Allaw said.

The government has mistreated
Guantanamo detainees that have been
released to its custody, he added.
"These detainees also served various
jail terms or were cracked down on
without clear charges.”

Allaw, and his organization HOOD

has been the only Yemeni NGO that
monitors the Yemeni detainees at
Guantanamo.

According to HOOD's records, most
Yemeni inmates at Guantanamo have
dual citizenships- Saudi and Yemeni.

The lawyer, who added that security
authorities exaggerated the mistreat-
ment of those returnees and their rela-
tives , pointing out that the government
failed in its negotiations with the US
about the rehabilitation of detainees fol-
lowing their release.

He said that Yemeni negotiators
demanded excessive funds from the US
in exchange for receiving detainees and
rehabilitating them. The Yemeni gov-
ernment, according to Allaw, has no
clear plan for rehabilitating, released
detainees.

Allaw noted that the government did-
n’t provide a specific and integrated
practical program for rehabilitation.

“The government didn’t even deter-
mine financial estimates for detainees’
rehabilitation, which is why the
American Committee of Advocates, in
charge of the case, decided to hand over
released Yemeni detainees to Saudi
Arabia instead of their homeland,” he

said.

During the lecture, Allaw described
the various stages of arresting more
than 25,000 Muslims from various
world countries in on terrorism charges.

The victims were sent to many
known and secret jails, including the
one in Guantanamo Bay.

Guantanamo Bay was opened on Jan.
11, 2002 for the purpose of detaining
non-US citizens accused of belonging
to Al-Quaeda, or otherwise working
against US interests.

The detention center was created as
part of a series of post-Sept. 11 anti-ter-
ror laws that gave the former US presi-
dent broad powers to detain suspected
"terrorists" and throw them into notori-
ous jails in Jordan, Egypt and
Morocco," Allaw Said.

“Detainees in Guantanamo Bay num-
bered up to 750 multi-nationals, of
whom 118 were Yemenis,” Allaw said,
adding that US President Barak Obama
is currently working to close the deten-
tion center. Concluding his lecture,
Allaw said, “Four Yemeni citizens will
never be returned to Yemen or Saudi
Arabia, as they have been charged with
involvement in terrorists attacks."
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SANA’A
Al-Hitar praises US government for
al-Moayad release

Minister of Religious Endowment and
Islamic Affairs Hamoud al-Hitar
praised on Monday US government
and American judiciary to release the
ministry's adviser Sheikh Mohammed
Ali al-Moayad.

During his meeting with U.S.
ambassador to Yemen Stephen Seche,
he affirmed this decision to release
Sheikh al-Moayad will have an impact
on improving relations between the
two sides.

For his part, the US ambassador
affirmed that the US will remain
committed to impartiality and fairness.

Youth anti-terrorism
symposium launched
Future Youth Leadership implemented
on Monday a symposium titled "Youth
Without Extremism and Terrorism" for
130 young males and females.

Coordinator of Future Youth
Leadership Safaa al-Watari said the
symposium comes in cooperation with
Democracy School and the Middle
East Partnership Initiative (MEPI).

Al-Watari pointed out, during the
symposium, that they will present a
number of papers on reasons of
terrorism, government experiment in
dealing with terrorists and the role of
everybody to face terrorism.

Nearly 1519 persons arrested due to
various crimes

Security bodies have arrested about
1519 accused and suspected people
due to various criminal cases during
August, 2009 in all governorates,
Interior Ministry has reported.

Security authority has started legal
action with the accused people.

The wanted persons were arrested for
involvement in committing murders
and robbing crimes of which security
authority has controlled % 90,

Maintaining its annual ritual;, Hael
Saeed Anam Groyp has launched its
Ramadan set of exhibitions around the
country. The exhibitions represent an
opportunity for shoppers especially food
stuff and consumer products in Sana’a,
Taiz, Hodeida, Hadramout, Ibb and
Aden between 5 and 21st august.

Great sales and packages are offered
at the fairs including various products
and shoppers will also have the opportu-
nity to enter a draw for a number of spe-
cial prizes. Muneer Ahmed Hael Saeed

Ramadan special exhibitions
in six governorates

.y - R

deputy chairperson of the media and

information =~ management  sector
explained that this ritual is not only a
service to the consumers in Yemen, but
also a way to gauge their interest and
hear from them on what they need so
that the group can cater to their
demands.

The launch of the exhibition was
attended by social figures in the various
cities as well as tens of eager shoppers
who wanted to make use of the special
discounts.

according to a statistical report issued
by the ministry.

Police recovered about 33 stolen
cars and siezed 2000 pieces of
weapons across cities of the country, in
addition to over $8 million, the report
showed.

Enough storage of house gas to
respond needs of local market, says
Yemen Gas Company (YGC)
confirmed on Monday that the
company has enough storage of house
gas to respond to needs of local market,
director of operations at the company
Mohammed Ghalib said.

In his remarks to Saba, Ghalib said
the reason of mishandling with price of
house gas was the delay in arrival of
shares of the gas to the governorates on
time, adding that the company has sent
its vehicles to sell house gas directly to
the citizens.

He said that the company would take
legal action against owners of gas
stores who are playing with price of
gas, urging citizens to cooperate with
the company and local authority to
inform about any violated stores.

Ghalib made it clear that the
company would import 40,000 metric
tons cube of house gas to meet the
increase in demand of this material
during holy month of Ramadan, saying
that the first

shipment would arrive at Aden
Seaport next week.

HODEIDAH
Training course on marine
searching, rescuing launched
A training course on marine searching
and rescuing operations organized by
Yemeni Coastguard Authority in

cooperation with a technical American
support has begun in Hodeidah
governorate, al-Thawra daily
newspaper reported.

The five-day course aims at
providing the participants with skills of
marine searching and rescuing,
communication, information
technology and electrical mechanics.

Director of Marine Security, the
course coordinator, Abdullah al-Galal
said that the course comes in the
framework of mutual cooperation
between Yemen and USA in field of
providing the coastguard men with
marine security skills to support the
stability in the region and in the Red
Sea.

SAYOUN
Japanese assistance to Hadramout
discussed

Deputy governor of Hadramout Amr
Mubarak held a meeting on Monday
with the first secretary of political and
economic affairs and development
assistance at the Japanese embassy in
Sana'a over the Japanese assistance
offered to the governorate of
Hadramout.

They also discussed the future
Japanese support for the development
projects in the governorate within the
frame of support presented by the
Japanese  government to  the
development process in Yemen.

The deputy governor highlighted the
Japanese assistance to the services and
development  projects in  the
governorate especially in field of
cleaning up.

He also reviewed the tourist features
of the governorate, urging the Japanese
embassy to encourage Japanese

families, to join

Embassy by 0845 hours.

EMBASSY OF INDIA, SANAA

INDEPENDENCE DAY 2009

The Embassy of India, Sanalla cordially invites all Indian
nationals in the Republic of Yemen, along with their
in the celebrations of the 63rd

Independence Day of India on Saturday, the 15th August,
2009 at the Embassy premises (Building No. 12, Djibouti Street, Off-
Haddah Street, Sanalla). They are requested to assemble at the

[Mobile Phones/ Bags etc. are not allowed inside the premises.]

tourists to visit the governorate

Indonesian Medco to start exploring
oil in Hadramout soon

Assistant Undersecretary of
Hadramout governorate Fahd al-
A'ajam met here on Sunday with
delegation of the Indonesian Medco for
Oil Exploration in Yemen led by the
Company's Country Director Ahmad
Saif al-Deen.

The meeting dealt with the
company's preparations for starting its
exploring  operations in  the
forthcoming period after the final
agreement with Ministry of Oil and

In the meeting, the delegation
briefed al-A'ajam on the works to be
executed by the company in the oil
exploration field in Block No.82 in the
western portion of the Sayoun-Masilah
Basin and Block No.83 in the eastern
portion of the Sayoun-Masilah Basin,
Hadramout governorate.

Al-A'ajam  voiced the local
authority's readiness to offer help to the
company and easing any difficulties
facing its work, noting the country's
interest in the investment field and the
big facilities presented by the law for
this vital and important field.

Minerals.

. The World Bank

The World Bank Group invites Expressions of Interest to pre-qualify General
Contractors to provide construction services for the World Bank in Sanala,
Yemen.

Firms that pre-qualify will be invited to participate in a Invitation to Bid (IFB) for
the construction of a new World Bank Office Building in Sanal la, Yemen. The firm
should have minimum annual revenue of U.S. $ 4.0 million from construction
services.

The scope of work is primarily base building and building interiors, connections
to utilities, HVAC, electrical works, communications, security and fire/life
safety systems. The new office building measures approx. 2000 square meters.

The RFI 10-0104 is ready for distribution to interested firms. Last date for
submission of the RFI is August 28, 2009.

Copy of the RFI can be collected in person from the World Bank Office in Sanal"a
by contacting:

The World Bank
Hadda, Street No. 40;
Off Damascus Road
Sana‘a, Republic of Yem
Attn: Mr. Anter Almasoudi
Tel (967-1) 413 710

A copy of the RFI may also obtained by sending an e-mail to the designated
Contracts Officer. (Kamal Altafullah,(e-mail:kaltafullah@worldbank.org)
referencing the following information:

1. Solicitation Number :RFI 10-0104
2. Company Name:

3. Contact Person Name and Title:
4. Address:

5. Telephone Number:

6. Fax Number:

7. Contact's Email Address:

Please note that documentation should be submitted in English language only.

Duration: one year
Duty Station:Sana’a

Responsibilities:

print and electronic media;

evaluation.

Qualification:

Internet.
e Excellent interpersonal skills.

address HIV/IAIDS in Yemen”

1- Post Title: Communication Officer

e Facilitate the production of the communication components of all
behavior change communication (BCC) interventions of the National
AIDS Programme (NAP) and its strategic partners and ensure that the
gender dimensions of the epidemic are integrated in all outputs;

e Undertake a gender sensitive training needs analysis for the BCC
training needs of NAP and NPC and their partners;

e Use a gender lens to assist in planning and conducting training in the
theory and concepts of effective communication for behavior change
and other communication issues for NAP and NPC and their partners;

* Assist in developing evidence and theory-based BCC interventions
and facilitate implementation, monitoring and evaluation;

* Assist in the creation and production of behavior change communi-
cation material suitable for use in interpersonal settings, as well as for

e Contribute to the creation of the electronic database of technical
(human) and other resources needed for effective and gender-respon-
sive BCC intervention planning, implementation, monitoring and

e Masters in Behaviour Change and Health Communication or related
area. A first degree with substantial work experience.

e At least five (5) year’s experience with development and implemen-
tation of behavior change programme.

e Solid experience in public health and communication, preferably with
family health and HIV/AIDS background. Strong ability to work
under deadlines and liaise between stakeholders.

¢ Fluency in English and Arabic.

e Microsoft Word, Microsoft PowerPoint, Microsoft Excel and

2- Post Title: Progr:

Duration: one year
D ion:Sana’

me Assi,

Responsibilities:

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) invites Yemeni Nationals to apply for the following positions with its project “Developing National Capacities to

° Assist in all financial and procurement aspects of running the
Programme including managing and organizing accounts, petty cash,
follow up of procurement, field visits, and correspondence.

* Ensure that documents of finance and procurement are appropriately

recorded and stored.

e Liaise with the Sub-Recipients to ensure timely submission of reports,
plans and relevant documents to the Programme.

e Assist in following-up for Finance and procurement requirements and
ensuring proper reporting to the Principle Recipient.

e Assist in coordinating and facilitating Local Fund Agent / Global Fund

requirements as needed.

* Arrange the travel and field trips and arrange for flight and hotel book-

ing.

e Liaise with the Country Office to ensure timely submission of requests

of payment and direct payment.

Qualification:

e University degree in Business Administration.

e At least 3-5 years of relevant experience in office management.
* Previous working experience with a UN agency is an asset.

*  Good communications and interpersonal skills essential.

e Ability to work well in a team.

e Comprehensive knowledge of MS Office (Word and Excel) and

Internet use.

e Fluency in English (Oral, written, spoken).

The deadline for receiving applications is Sunday, 29 August 2009.
UNDP is an equal opportunity organization and qualified female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply.

3- Post Titl: Driver
Duration: one year
Duty Station:Sana’a

Responsibilities:

e Drive the project vehicles for the transportation of authorized per-
sonnel (project staff, missions, consultants, UNDP staff etc);

e Use project vehicles for the purpose of project implementation only
and not for other personal purposes;

e Responsible for the day-to-day maintenance of the assigned vehicles
(safety functions, engine oil, water, battery, brakes, tires etc)

e Perform minor repairs and arrange for other repairs when necessary
and ensures that the vehicle is kept functional and safe;

e Maintain vehicles clean;

* Ensure that passengers wear seatbelts;

* Maintain logs on official trips, daily mileage, gas consumption, oil
change, greasing etc;

e Report accidents immediately to IPC as well as UNDP General serv-
ice and Programme Officer, and provide as detailed information as
possible, which should be documented and submitted to UNDP;

e Collects and delivers mails or documents;

e Ensures that the steps required by rules and regulations are taken in
case of involvement in an accident;

e Performs any other duties as required.

Qualification

¢ Yemeni National;

e Primary education, driver’s license, knowledge of driving rules and
regulations and chauffeur courtesies, skills in minor vehicle repair;

e Experience: Four years work experience as a driver; safe driving
record,;

e Language Requirements: Arabic and English.

Interested candidates are requested to submit their applications indicating the title of the post applied for by mail to Human Resources Unit and response will only be made to short listed candidates.
UNDP, P.O.Box 551 Sanal a/Fax: 448892/E-mail: (hr.ye@undp.org)
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Charge d’Affaires at the Embassy of Pakistan to the Yemen Times:
“The first ever Muslim woman to become prime

minister was Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan in 1988’

Pakistan is a unique country in the world. Not only does
it hold great political significance as a neighbor to
troubled Afghanistan and as a gateway to Eastern
Europe and West Asia, but it is also known for its
beautiful terrain and variety of landscapes.

Pakistan alone has eleven of the world’s highest
mountain peaks, desert, sea, valleys and ice- capped
mountains throughout the year. Nadia Al-Sakkaf met
with Ahmed Ali Sirohey Charge d’Affaires at the

Embassy of Pakistan to Yemen.

Ahmed Sirohey was appointed to Yemen in May 2009.
Before this, he was posted in Saudi Arabia and before
that to the Embassy of Pakistan in Baghdad. He has a
degree in journalism and is the author of two books about
Middle Eastern politics. He is married and has two sons

and one daughter.

What can you tell us about the rela-
tion between Pakistan and Yemen?
Pakistan was one of the first countries to
acknowledge Yemen’s independence in
1962 and 1968. Since then, we have had
formal representation of our country in
Yemen and vice versa. Over the years,
Yemen and Pakistan have had strong
political relations either within the
Organization of Islamic Conference or
the United Nations, or simply through
bilateral relations.

Whenever Pakistan was in difficulty
during the 1960s and 70s, Yemen always
supported us in all forums. It is Yemen
that has over the years extended valuable
support to Pakistan on the issue of
Jammu and Kashmir. Meanwhile, the
Pakistani government and people have
always supported Yemen to uphold its
sovereign independence, territorial
integrity and unity. It was also Pakistan
that drafted the resolution of the unity of
Yemen in 1990.

Our Minister of Commerce is expect-
ed to visit Yemen in October this year
and our Minister of Education will also
visit soon.

A project to set up a Pak-Yemen
Friendship Center in Sana’a has been
initiated and soon will be opened in
Pakistan school in Sana’a.

Trade between Yemen and Pakistan
reached USD 69 million in 2007 and
increased to USD 75 million in 2008.
Yemen imports food stuff, rice, surgical
and sports item and we import fish and
oil from Yemen. This year we estimate
the trade exchange between the two
countries to jump to USD 90 million
mainly due to increasing quantity, as
well as adding new items such as quali-
ty and affordable medicines made in
Pakistan. I have already spoken with the
Yemeni Minister of Health and Minister
of Commerce and we agreed to expand
our cooperation to include pharmaceuti-
cal products.

Our target by end of 2010 is to
increase trade exchange between Yemen
and Pakistan to USD 150 million.

One of our primary commercial inter-
ests in Yemen is investments in the Aden
Free Zone. I have been on a visit to four
Yemeni governorates recently, including
Aden recently and met with governors
and officials.

Currently, there are three businessmen
investing in Aden in plastic, packaging
and value-added clothing industries, and
there are another three Pakistani busi-
nessmen who are looking seriously into
investing into a Pakistan school to open

branches in Aden and Taiz.

The governors of these provinces
showed great interest in the premier
English medium school. They also
promised to support [the project] with
the land and we also assured them we
would work on achieving this goal as
soon as possible. Once the schools get
the land titles from the governors, plan-
ning and establishment will commence
without any delay.

The Yemeni Minister of Higher
Education expressed his keenness to see
leading Pakistani universities in Yemen.
Hence, branches or campuses of leading
Pakistani universities in Sana’a, Aden,
Hodeida and Taiz are a priority.

We already have a Pakistani school in
Sana’a in which soon there will be an
institute for business administration,
English language and information tech-
nology. The institute will be converted
into the University of Pakistan after get-
ting a charter from Yemen’s govern-
ment.

The business institute in the Pakistan
school, besides the English learning
institute, has offered free training for
Yemeni armed forces officers in
Pakistan. It is the first one we have set up
in the Middle Eastern countries.

Do you face any problems in promot-
ing investment in Yemen?

Actually, we do. One of the main prob-
lems is that a visa to visit Yemen is not
easily granted for potential Pakistani
investors. Even VIPs and high level
businessmen are required to undergo a
series of medical and security tests to the
extent that they are put off.

They have complained that even get-
ting a visa to Europe and the United
States is easier for them that getting one
to Yemen, although their interest is in
essence investing in Yemen and hence
enhancing Yemen’s economy.

We understand why the Yemeni gov-
ernment needs to create certain checks
on people wanting to visit the country
but it is not reasonable when it is only
with regards to certain nationalities and
includes businessmen, reputed academ-
ics and others who are easily welcomed
into other countries around the world.

What about other agreements
between Yemen and Pakistan in edu-
cation and security?

Pakistan offers Yemen 50 scholarships
in various fields every year. Twenty of
those go to postgraduate degrees and
already there has been a demand to

increase these scholarships. We hope
that by the next academic year
2010/2011 the number will double.

There are 124 universities in Pakistan:
68 public and 56 private, highly reputed
and operating according to international
standards. We will be happy to include
more Yemeni students within our aca-
demic system.

Yemen also offers Pakistan 40 schol-
arships, but those are only in Arabic and
Islamic studies. Not much interest was
made by Pakistani students to study
those two disciplines abroad as Pakistan
is very strong in these two subjects, so
we requested the Ministry of Education
and Ministry of Higher Education to
expand these scholarships to other fields.
We have received positive response.

As far as security is concerns there are
no arms deals between Yemen and
Pakistan. Our cooperation is in intelli-
gence and training. We started a security
intelligence exchange agreement over
six years ago and since then we have had
many Yemeni security officers of vari-
ous fields visiting and being trained in
Pakistan and Pakistani security officials
visiting Yemen.

Pakistan offers Yemen 20 seats in any
security discipline whether the air force,
the military, or the navy. Eight of these
have already been dedicated to the coast
guards.

Pakistan is a member of the
Combined Task Force 150 (CTF-150), a
multinational coalition naval task force
with logistics facilities in Djibouti estab-
lished to monitor, inspect, board, and
stop suspect shipping to pursue the War
on Terror and in the Horn of Africa.

Pakistan ~ Navy  Rear  Adm.
Muhammad Zakaullah, who assumed
command of Combined Task Force 150
last July, had just visited Yemen last
month. The purpose of his visit was fur-
ther cooperation on fighting terrorism,
especially in the Gulf of Aden.

Pakistan is also a part of the
Combined Task Force 151 or CTF-151,
which is an international naval task
force, set up in response to piracy attacks
in shipping lanes off the coast of
Somalia.

One of the issues troubling Yemen is
Al-Qaeda involvement between the
two countries. How do you comment
on this?

Pakistan has the largest border with
Afghanistan and over 75 percent of this
borderline is mountain areas that are dif-
ficult to monitor or control. We already

Pakistan a tourist’s paradise

Pakistan’s main attractions include
adventure tourism in the Northern
Areas, cultural and archaeological
tourism as found in Taxila,
Moenjodaro, Harrappa, and early
Muslim and Mughal heritage at
Multan, Lahore, Thatta, Peshawar
and Swat.

A trip through Pakistan is a face to
face encounter with a fascinating land
that has withstood countless inva-
sions and preserved the essence of its
conquerors in the form of present day
monuments and archaeological her-
itage.

See for yourself the excavated sites
at Mohenjodaro and Taxila - seats of
the ancient Indus Valley and
Gandhara civilizations; the architec-
tural monuments of the Moghuls; the
Khyber Pass - the historic inlet to
South Asia - or the ancient unchang-
ing traditions of the Kafir Kalash of
the Chitral Valley.

For those with an intrinsic love of
mountains, Pakistan offers the unique
pleasure of its northern mountain
ranges, the  Himalayas, the

Hindukush and the Karakorams - a
mountain wonderland unrivalled in
the entire world with such formidable
peaks as the K-2, the Nanga Parbat,
the Rakaposhi, and the Trichmir.
These ranges present an awesome

challenge for those looking for
trekking, mountaineering, angling, or
jeep safaris. The resorts in these
remote valleys make for an ideal
summer get-away.

zubeiry Br. Tel: 275258 - 498101 - Fax : 270353

Al-Keyada Br. Tel 222528

Hadda Bramch: Tel: 412506 - Fax : 412507

Aden-Crater Br. Tel: 255858 - Fax : 260046

AlShaikh Othman Br. Tel: 388692 - 388694 - Fax: 388693
Mokalla Br. Tel: 307305 - 317474 - 381942 - Fax: 350894
Taiz Br. Tel 278028 - 278029 - Fax: 278031

Autombile Br. 234322

Dubi Br. Tel: 00971506401510 - 0097 1566076932
Chaina: Tel: 00862081367815 - Fax: 00862022374180 - 00862081369937

have 1,000 checkpoints across this bor-
der, compared to the one hundred of the
alliance forces on the other side.

We have requested them more than
once to increase security from the
Afghani border in order to limit illegal
trafficking across the border, but so far
there is no concrete action in this regard.

However, it is very difficult today for
any person to enter Pakistani territory
without being noticed. Moreover, the
risk of crossing such tightened security
on the Afghan-Pakistan border, then tra-
verse more than 1,000 kilometers ille-
gally just to reach the sea and then sail to
Yemen is simply too much of an effort
for terrorists or Al-Qaeda members to
take compared to the easier less-guarded
root through northern Afghanistan.

The routes for trafficking humans
from Afghanistan to other countries
could be simply traced back, and already
many media across the world have high-
lighted that Pakistan is not usually a
route for Al-Qaeda or others to cross
from Afghanistan to the rest of the world
including Yemen.

Then why is there such great concern
and accusation against Pakistan that
it is exporting terrorists to the rest of
the world?

You must understand that Pakistan has
always held its firm and unique political
stances throughout history.

On many occasions our position was
not approved by world powers such as
the United States and others, creating the
wrath of foreign media. We have always
been criticized, even when it comes to
civil liberties and human rights, democ-
racy and even gender justice.

Don’t forget that the first ever Muslim
woman to become prime minister was
Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan in 1988. Yet
even then the United State created eco-
nomic sanctions on Pakistan, while logic
would say that, as a country going
through a unique political movement
compared to the rest of the Islamic
world, we should have been supported.

These sanctions were due American
suspicion that Pakistan was engaged in
nuclear armament. The same sanctions
were not imposed on our neighbors. In
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s
recent visit to the region, she publicly
acknowledged this mistake.

There are rumors that Osama bin
Laden is in Pakistan. Is it true?
In Pakistan? Not a chance.

Then where is he, and is he still alive?
He is in Afghanistan, and the last time [

heard he was very much alive.

What are your sources?

The alliance forces and their intelli-
gence, especially United States forces.
They are the ones in charge there, aren’t
they?

You said Pakistan enjoys liberties and
free press. Can you elaborate on that?
To start with, we have 36 private televi-
sion channels in several languages. They
include very open political news, talk
shows in which anyone can say anything
without fearing prosecution. We have a
woman speaker of the national assem-
bly, we have women ministers, ambassa-
dors and others posted in various high
level government positions.

Then how do you explain what hap-
pened in Gojra when minority
Christians were attacked and burned
at the beginning of this month?

The situation in Gojra was tragic and
very unfortunate, but let me emphasize
that the government has handled it with
great care. The incident started when a
peaceful protest was planned in Gojra on
July 30 over alleged desecration of Holy
Quran by the Christian community.

On the date on the incident, August 1,
around 400 to 500 people marched
through the streets of Gojra and reached
Nawan Lahore town, where they were
intercepted by district police. The police
placed a cordon on their path and nego-
tiation between police and protestors
started.

At around 12:50, some people from
the Christian community started indis-
criminate firing at the crowd which
resulted in severe injuries to four protes-
tors. The incited crowd, who were joined
by hundreds more people from the local-
ity, started exchanging fire with the
Christian community, resulting eight
further injuries including police officers.
The crowd then ransacked public and
private properties.

The government of Punjab immedi-
ately intervened and sent forces to con-
trol the situation, and security was pro-
vided to the Christian community and
during the funeral of seven deceased
Christians the next day. Ministers of the
provincial government, including the
minister for law and minister for minori-
ties were present during the funeral.

A complaint has been lodged, 19 peo-
ple were nominated and remaining
unknown, and during the investigation
100 people have been arrested.

The government of Punjab has taken
several rehabilitation measures after the
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incident. A relief commissioner was
appointed and a relief camp was estab-
lished at a site with free food provided.
Compensation of PKR 5,000 was paid to
the legal heirs of the deceased. Free
medical treatment was provided for the
injured. An assessment team is survey-
ing damage in properties to estimate
suitable compensations. A police post
has been constructed in the area.

Commissioner and regional police
officer in Faisalabad, besides the inspec-
tor general of police and home secretary
of Punjab are staying in the area for res-
olution of tension. Interfaith harmony
committee meetings have been con-
vened at Gojra.

Would you compare Yemen’s insur-
gents in Sa’ada to the rebellion move-
ment in Pakistan?

The situations are different considering
that our problems in Swat Valley were
purely non political. Taliban and their
foreign associates wanted to create terror
among the people and destablise the
country.they were committed to terror-
ism without any specific vision or polit-
ical mission. they were dealt with firmly
and sooner their evil designs were put to
end before it expanded. Sa’ada’s prob-
lem has become chronic in Yemen and
has political connotatios. however-
yemen Pakistan can cooperate to tackle
the issues which cause damage to the
established order in the society and dis-
rupt development.yemen may benefit
from pakistani experience in handling
both Saada and ALqaeda issues

In Swat, Pakistani security forces bat-
tled Taliban militants and their al-Qaeda
allies. When the fighting began, the
army took control of the roads, so the
militants were moving about using fields
and rivers.

Thopusands of swatis who had left
their homes because of the conflict had
safely returned and have been compen-
sated.according to current statistics
arund 90% in swat and 70% in Buner
have returned to their homes.

The Embassy of Pakistan is trying to
gather information about Pakistani
graduates in Yemen. The data will be
saved and they will be invited to all
functions.

If you are currently studying in
Pakistan or former graduate kindly
send an email to:
parepsana@yemen.net.ye or
aalisirohey35@gmail.com

SIbee 1)l (el oS oy JoI plad

We congratulate aji*Pakistani Citizens residing in Yemen

On the occasionyof our

L INDEPENDENCE DAY

‘May Allah Keep Our Beautiful Country with Peace and Prosperity”

(Ameen)

PAKISTAN Community Forum (PCF), Yemen
Phone: 71 373 4712, E-mail: pakcommunityforum@gmail.com
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Opinion

By: Johann Hari
J-hari@independent.co.uk

ho imagined that

in 2009, the

world’ s

governments

would be
declaring a new War on Pirates? As
you read this, the British Royal Navy —
backed by the ships of more than two
dozen nations, from the US to China —
is sailing into Somalian waters to take
on men we still picture as parrot-on-
the-shoulder pantomime villains. They
will soon be fighting Somalian ships
and even chasing the pirates onto land,
into one of the most broken countries
on earth. But behind the arrr-me-
hearties oddness of this tale, there is an
untold scandal. The people our
governments are labelling as “one of
the great menaces of our times” have
an extraordinary story to tell — and
some justice on their side.

Pirates have never been quite who
we think they are. In the “golden age
of piracy” — from 1650 to 1730 — the
idea of the pirate as the senseless,
savage Bluebeard that lingers today

You are being lied to about pirates

was created by the British government
in a great propaganda heave. Many
ordinary people believed it was false:
pirates were often saved from the
gallows by supportive crowds. Why?
What did they see that we can’t? In his
book Villains Of All Nations, the
historian Marcus Rediker pores
through the evidence.

If you became a merchant or navy
sailor then — plucked from the docks of
London’s East End, young and hungry
— you ended up in a floating wooden
Hell. You worked all hours on a
cramped, half-starved ship, and if you
slacked off, the all-powerful captain
would whip you with the Cat O’ Nine
Tails. If you slacked often, you could
be thrown overboard. And at the end of
months or years of this, you were often
cheated of your wages.

Pirates were the first people to rebel
against this world. They mutinied —
and created a different way of working
on the seas. Once they had a ship, the
pirates elected their captains, and
made all their decisions collectively,
without torture. They shared their
bounty out in what Rediker calls “one
of the most egalitarian plans for the

disposition of resources to be found
anywhere in the eighteenth century”.
They even took in escaped African
slaves and lived with them as equals.
The pirates showed “quite clearly —
and subversively — that ships did not
have to be run in the brutal and
oppressive ways of the merchant
service and the Royal Navy.” This is
why they were romantic heroes,
despite being unproductive thieves.
The words of one pirate from that
lost age, a young British man called
William Scott, should echo into this
new age of piracy. Just before he was
hanged in Charleston, South Carolina,
he said: “What I did was to keep me
from perishing. I was forced to go a-
pirateing to live.” In 1991, the
government of Somalia collapsed. Its
nine million people have been
teetering on starvation ever since — and
the ugliest forces in the Western world
have seen this as a great opportunity to
steal the country’s food supply and
dump our nuclear waste in their seas.
Yes: nuclear waste. As soon as the
government was gone, mysterious
European ships started appearing off
the coast of Somalia, dumping vast

barrels into the ocean. The coastal
population began to sicken. At first
they suffered strange rashes, nausea
and malformed babies. Then, after the
2005 tsunami, hundreds of the dumped
and leaking barrels washed up on
shore. People began to suffer from
radiation sickness, and more than 300

died.

Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, the UN
envoy to Somalia, tells me:
“Somebody is dumping nuclear

material here. There is also lead, and
heavy metals such as cadmium and
mercury — you name it.” Much of it
can be traced back to European
hospitals and factories, who seem to
be passing it on to the Italian mafia to
“dispose” of cheaply. When I asked
Mr Ould-Abdallah what European
governments were doing about it, he
said with a sigh: “Nothing. There has
been no clean-up, no compensation,
and no prevention.”

At the same time, other European
ships have been looting Somalia’s seas
of their greatest resource: seafood. We
have destroyed our own fish stocks by
overexploitation — and now we have
moved on to theirs. More than $300m-

worth of tuna, shrimp, and lobster are
being stolen every year by illegal
trawlers. The local fishermen are now
starving. Mohammed Hussein, a
fisherman in the town of Marka
100km south of Mogadishu, told
Reuters: “If nothing is done, there
soon won’t be much fish left in our
coastal waters.”

This is the context in which the
“pirates” have emerged. Somalian
fishermen took speedboats to try to
dissuade the dumpers and trawlers, or
at least levy a “tax” on them. They call
themselves the Volunteer Coastguard
of Somalia — and ordinary Somalis
agree. The independent Somalian
news site WardheerNews found 70 per
cent “strongly supported the piracy as
a form of national defence”.

No, this doesn’t make hostage-
taking justifiable, and yes, some are
clearly just gangsters — especially
those who have held up World Food

Programme supplies. But in a
telephone interview, one of the pirate
leaders, Sugule Ali: “We don’t

consider ourselves sea bandits. We
consider sea bandits [to be] those who
illegally fish and dump in our seas.”

William Scott would understand.

Did we expect starving Somalians to
stand passively on their beaches,
paddling in our toxic waste, and watch
us snatch their fish to eat in restaurants
in London and Paris and Rome? We
won’t act on those crimes — the only
sane solution to this problem — but
when some of the fishermen
responded by disrupting the transit-
corridor for 20 per cent of the world’s
oil supply, we swiftly send in the
gunboats.

The story of the 2009 war on piracy
was best summarised by another
pirate, who lived and died in the fourth
century BC. He was captured and
brought to Alexander the Great, who
demanded to know “what he meant by
keeping possession of the sea.” The
pirate smiled, and responded: “What
you mean by seizing the whole earth;
but because I do it with a petty ship, I
am called a robber, while you, who do
it with a great fleet, are called
emperor.” Once again, our great
imperial fleets sail — but who is the
robber?

Source: Independent

What is next? — A question often missed

By: Hameed Hussein Al-awdi
auditechno@yahoo.com

have no doubt that none of the

parties concerned with the crisis —

in fact crises — hitting the country

have asked themselves this ques-

tion: “What is next?” In case this
assumption is not accurate and some
have actually asked this question, I can
assure you that none have reached a
clear cut answer to this short and simple
question. This is because none of them
have thorough knowledge of what is
actually going on, and thus are unable to
foretell what is to come.

Sometimes these concerned parties
are like one who is lost and can do noth-
ing other than walk, walk and walk until
he is stopped by someone or something.
At times the one who is lost seems to be
better off than these parties since he can
ask for help and then can be guided to
the right path or destination. For the par-
ties, the situation is worse because not
only have they lost their way but have
perhaps gone astray, and in this case do
not know what help they need or whom
to ask.

Let us ask them one by one and try to
fathom their various stances, acts and sit-
uations. There is no standard for who to
start with, so let the beginning be with
the regime. What is next? Are you fully
aware of what is going on and what is to
follow? If yes, are you ready and well

prepared for what you expect? And if no,
why not? Are you going to keep walking
along your path, taking the entire coun-
try with you, until you reach its end
whatsoever it will lead to?

Of course the regime is confused and
might have lost control over the situa-
tion, but this does not exempt its mem-
bers from responsibility over the past,
present and future of the crisis. After all,
they are the first and foremost ones to
shoulder the task of saving the country
from looming collapse.

Have you, the regime, thought about
how these crises began, or how they
developed, escalated and reached their
climaxes? Have you thought about what
you could do at first, and what you could
do after that? Of course, so far you have
done nothing. Therefore, what you are
urged to do, and obliged to do as well, is
more than what you are doing now,
which is to say anything. To your mis-
fortune, you have no more choices and
no more time as well. Your fatal mistake
is that you wanted everything, and now it
seems that you are losing everything.
Both the expected and unexpected have
happened, things that are outside your
ability to comprehend, but what is to
happen next will be the farthest reaching
crisis of all.

“What is next?” must be your top, and
sole, priority. It has always been your
fault that all these troubles came to your-
selves and to the country. Think about it

now before you miss your chance forev-
er. Try just once to be honest and admit
your failures, weaknesses and shortcom-
ings during your past and present times.
Maybe the future will forgive you and
dismiss these faults if you show a bit of
willpower and if you can be a little bit
brave.

The next party to be asked is com-
posed of the Houthis and the Southern
Movement leaders and supporters.
“What is next?” Have you asked your-
selves such a question? And if so, what
answers do you have? For the Houthis
specifically, are all these wars and con-
flicts not enough for you? You have
proved to be steadfast opponents of the
fragile regime, and hence you have
gained more than you expected. Isn’t it
good enough for you that you sit and
negotiate with the regime as equals?
What exactly do you look forward to
other than what you have already
achieved?

Let us put it another way for you. Do
you have an idea or ideas about what is
to come? Or do you just want things to
continue the way they are going because
you have no idea about the future? Is it
really the temptation of power — some
would say throne — that is causing all of
this hardship in the north? What exactly
is the matter with you? Try for a while to
think about what is to come; maybe you
will find, even for once, that you have
done wrong, and you need to rethink
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your priorities and strategies — if you
have any.

On the other hand, let us turn to the
Southern Movement leaders and sup-
porters. ‘What is next’ is certainly not
what you have in your minds. What is
next? Think about it more than once
before it runs away from your hands.
What you have been doing is completely
wrong because you have confused dif-
ferent issues. Try to have a picture of the
whole situation, and if you want it to be
as full and obvious as it should be, ask
yourself some questions. Do you think
that you can have control over people
and fortunes as your former leaders had?
Do you think that the people of the south
are ready to welcome you as their new
rulers in the way you are dreaming they
will?

Ask yourselves some other questions.
‘What about the others in Aden, Shabwa,
Hadramout and Mahra? Don’t you think
that they have the same right to decide
their future once you have seceded? As
long as you claim the right to what you

call the struggle for independence, others
have the same right. In fact, they seem to
be more eligible than you to have this
right. Think again and again about ‘what
is next?’ before you dare to act.
Otherwise, the unknown future will be
your last stop and you will have
achieved nothing.

The third party to think about the
question is the opposition, particularly
those represented in the JMP. What is
next? In fact, you are supposed to be the
answer to this question; you are sup-
posed to be the next power for your
nation. Are you ready for this? Or do you
think that ‘what is next’ is something dif-
ferent? You have talked, argued and
raised your voice, demanding many
things while denouncing many others.
You have arranged for protests, demon-
strations, sit-ins and strikes, but has any
of this changed anything? Do you have a
plan or even an idea regarding the future
of your nation?

If you, together with your crowds of
different groups, have nothing to do with

your people’s future, then who do you
think has this power? Being merely an
audience or a group of spectators will
never help, so try to change and develop
your role to be active players before this
role is stolen from you and you are swept
aside.

The question is short and simple to
understand, but it needs all parties to
think of urgent answers. None of them
has more time than the others to spend
before taking practical steps to save what
can be saved, for themselves and for the
country as a whole. All of them — with
varying degrees — have led the country
into this critical situation, and thus share
the responsibility for what is to come.

“What is next?” must be the concern
of all parties, and nothing is in anyone’s
favor. Unless they move towards
answering this critical question and try to
shape the future the way that serves and
saves all, ‘what is next’ will definitely
make the move towards them. In this
case they will have no choice but to
accept the future as it is.

By: Marion Patrick Lavilla
Levy9ph2000@Yahoo.com

one are days when we

used to go out of the hos-

pital to buy from souks.

One particular month I

don’t wish to forget is
my return to Sa’ada last January after
almost 2 months of vacation in Sana’a.
On the way back to Sa’ada, we were
instructed not to move further because
there was an exchange of gunshots
between the military and an armed
group. I thought it was a sign I should-
n’t return to that dreaded place. The
hospital van returned back to Sana’a
and we took our breakfast at a restaurant
and ease our nerves after being instruct-
ed to return to the checkpoint at 9 am;
we were supposed to travel back to
Sa’ada at 5 to 6 am. Our driver insisted
to push through because his son, who
was riding another hospital van, did not
report any disturbance in the road. It felt
good to stay longer in Sana’a and linger
on the moments I had with the city. No
more midnight walkathons. No more

Recalling

gym with spa and sauna. Goodbye to bi-
weekly copies of newspapers. Goodbye
to my school for English — I studied
English for 5 weeks so that my stay in
Sana’a won’t be boring; but, my friends
from Sa’ada wouldn’t spend their time
studying if they were on my shoes. Who
would? You are on a vacation!

The longer I stayed in Sana’a; the
greater my desire to pass my resigna-
tion. I felt my heart melt when we con-
tinued with the journey back to Sa’ada
although it took an hour and a half to
persuade the military personnel in the
checkpoint that our travel was valid and
the road was safe — our intelligence
sounds more reliable than the shootout
that happened. Mind me; our driver has
been crossing the battle field for many
years. He’s like the Indiana Jones of
Yemen. He experienced a lot while trav-
elling the road from Sa’ada going to
Sana’a and vice-versa: Kidnapping,
hijacking, you name it. He has more
lives compared to cats. But I guess he’s
just lucky or maybe he wears a horse-
shoe around his neck or he keeps rabbit
paws in his pocket; I don’t know.

After I started working and a week
has passed, last January 19, that faithful
rainy and foggy Monday, I went outside
with my co-border to check out the souk
for meat. I told him it was too late
because it was already 9 am. But it did-
n’t look like 9 am because the clouds
were dark and it was really cold. I did-
n’t have a grasp about the weather
because I rarely read forecasts on the
paper and I cannot understand Arabic
that well; all I can do is speak broken
sentences and do charades. When it gets
too complicated, I call the guard. The
usual 9 am greets you with a prickling
heat at the back of your neck; this time,
the weather has gone crazy. It rained the
whole day and you see your breath
smoke when talking. It was very muddy
in the souk. We have to raise our pants
while walking because we were afraid
to have it wet and dirty. When we went
inside the meat market, we were too
late. The last batch was too old so it
would be difficult to cook and chew. We
went back to the hospital playing with
our breaths. It was an odd day for every-
one but it sure is memorable.
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To live or die: the digital age and Lebanon's newspaper industry

The digital revolution has revolutionized media and helped to breakdown
formally established media and journalistic rules in the process. Will this
digital media evolution mean the death of traditional print media? Although
the discussion has been passionately viewed from both sides of the digital
divide, what is sure in Lebanon is that the Lebanese newspapers are going
through hard times — similar to newspapers the world over

By: Nader Sabbagh
MENASSAT

very now and then, media

workers in Lebanon hear

news about financial prob-

lems in their local newspa-

pers, reaching the point
where closure of the newspaper or a ces-
sation of publishing is discussed as a
distinct possibility. In Lebanon, it has
begun to happen with such frequency
that it's become almost a routine media
exercise.

Recently, this subject has been
renewed with more graveness, backed
with tangible evidence that is signaling a
true crisis among Lebanon’s newspa-
pers, even if it is still an “underground”
concern.

Breaking new ground and the finan-
cial crisis

About three years ago, a group of
Lebanese journalists decided to create a
“new, independent”  newspaper.
Editorial independence was their chief
concern when venturing into these
media waters because dependence on

funding sources had always been a
major fear that they said restricted both
the work and freedom of any news
media outlet.

As one of the founders told MENAS-
SAT, it was a9 long time ago that the
“independence” of the newspaper
clashed with its financial needs. When
that happened, “dreams” or “illusions”
of independence disappeared in the face
of the dependence on capital, which,
more often than not has been accompa-
nied by the influence of the tastes and
opinions of the funders themselves.

Locally, this is a Lebanese story that
can be replicated anywhere else in the
Arab world - the relationship between
media as a profession when related to
the sources of funding, between depend-
ence and independence, between the
need for storytelling and the ads,
between outspoken criticism and pleas-
ing advertisers - this is an endless story
in today’s newspaper industry.

What has happened in Beirut, finan-
cially and otherwise, begs the question:
do you think newspapers are in danger?
Many signs point to the fact that there is

an accumulation of a variety of serious
problems - particularly financial prob-
lems - that are threatening the continuity
of the Lebanese newspaper industry.

Take, for example, a particular adver-
tising campaign unveiled recently in
which the Lebanese woke up to see the
streets of several cities covered by ads
from one of the local newspapers trying
to convince its readers that the country
(Lebanon) was more beautiful, better,
clearer, and more powerful... without
colors, a reference to the colors of the
political parties featuring prominently in
the ad.

The message it seemed was a veiled
means of preparing its readership for the
publishing of a black and white newspa-
per, a message being sold as a political
decision. Informed media sources told
MENASSAT that the decision of that
newspaper to publish in black and white
came from the financial crisis and the
need to cut expenses - not out of a polit-
ical need.

In the same context, another newspa-
per had been forced to cut the number of
its pages in order to decrease the print-
ing and paper costs - packaging the scal-
ing back of the newspaper's content as a
new “summer look" and a means of off-
setting the decrease in sales usually seen
in summer.

Another newspaper, considered one
of the oldest and most prestigious in
Lebanon, has undertaken an internal re-

organization in order to cut expenses - to
be followed by a number of employee
lay-offs.

Serious talks about killing another
newspaper that recently renewed its
publishing schedule just a few months
ago has also been spreading among the
political party it is affiliated with, and
some newspapers have already stopped
publishing special editions that used to
appear with their daily issues. All signs
show there is a general direction to cut
down expenses.

Is this matter restricted to Lebanon or
this case is wider?

We can’t deny that the surge in the infor-
mation flow witnessed in our world
today has put the printing press in tough
competition with the other audio-visual
and digital media offerings. Will we wit-
ness the extinction of the paper press?
Will the widespread dissemination of
the image and internet culture mean that
there is no more place for the printed
press to focus on what happened “yes-
terday," versus “today” or “now?"

Partisan media

Indeed, the media sector in Lebanon is
so interrelated with political life that the
line between media and politics is often
blurred. Who is using who? Who is tak-
ing advantage of the other to serve his
own interests? These complications are
unique to Lebanon given that it is such a

confessional system that only distributes
private newspapers, without any official
or state-sponsored publication.

June parliamentary elections in
Lebanon saw large amounts of public
and private money spent on the cam-
paign process, money that according to
one source exceeded November's US
presidential elections expenses. A media
expert told MENASSAT, “The calm
state the country is supposed to witness
after the elections will reflect negatively
on the print press in specific.”

The reason here is mainly that the
political forces usually use the local
newspapers in their daily political bat-
tles, spending great amounts of money.
Today, there is an appeasement period
that all political parties have agreed to as
a means of reducing media expenses,
which would otherwise reflect negative-
ly on all newspapers.

Where Lebanon's ad sector is con-
cerned, these expenditures have not
been taken into consideration by the
media. The same goes for sales returns,
which constitute 30% of the cost of pro-
duction.

Worldwide problem

We could say that this is an internation-
al crisis with Lebanese features. The
international financial crisis put the
printing press in serious trouble. But this
process was additionally affected by the
internet and the sizeable number youth

who follow the news online. The reader-
ship, for example, of the print versions
of the major American newspapers low-
ered in comparison to the e-versions'
readership. In fact, Christian Science
Monitor stopped its print version all
together, now appearing solely on-line.

Many statistics, however, show a
decrease of 2.5 percent in the newspa-
pers' readership in the US between
October 2007 and March 2008. the US
Newspapers Syndicate claimed that the
Sunday newspaper sales regressed by
3.1 percent according to 610 newspa-
pers, whereas there was 2.5 percent
regression weekday sales according to
770 newspapers.

This regression is not restricted to the
US; the UK, France and other European
countries have also experienced similar
slumps in sales and readership.

Thus, it is clear the printing press is
fighting for its survival - both in
Lebanon and abroad. Its continuation
means transporting each newspaper
from its current point of stagnation into
a dynamism that comes from dissecting
the news and analyzing it through an
electronic means, thereby reducing the
time gap between the printing press, and
the digital press.

Today, e-media is a new competitor to
the printing press with cheaper overhead
and a wider readership, so which one
will survive and which one is actually
stronger? Time will tell.

By: Rachelle Kliger

hildren in Yemen are
being forced into wedlock
at a young age, because a
law that limits the age of
marriage has not been put
into practice.
Child marriages are still widespread in
Yemen, despite new legislation limiting
the age of marriage.

Six months ago the Yemeni govern-
ment passed a law that limited the min-
imum age of marriage for both boys
and girls to 17.

Under the law, parents who married
off their children would face a year in
jail or be fined the equivalent of about
$500.

Child marriages still dog Yemen

But Yemeni children’s rights cam-
paigners say the law has never been
applied and child marriages remain just
as common as they were six months
ago.

"Nothing has changed, because the
law is still pending and has not been
made operative," Ahmad Al-Qurashi,
director of the Sanaa-based Seyaj
Organization for the Protection of
Children, told The Media Line.

"It was anticipated that the state pres-
ident would issue a decision about the
law, but this never happened," Al-
Qurashi said. "It became part of a battle
among radical, extremist, Islamist and
tribal forces who considered the law an
attack against religion and against the
Prophet Muhammad."

Child marriages, particularly for
girls, are a long-standing problem in
Yemen, where parents strive to marry
off their daughters early in order to pro-
tect girl’s honor.

The problem is especially common
in rural areas where education is lack-
ing and the economic situation is poor,
but there are no accurate statistics on
the number of child marriages.

Seyaj estimates there are currently
tens of thousands of underage girls
married in Yemen.

The problem is rarely discussed and
is entrenched in religious and cultural
norms.

Proponents of child marriage men-
tion the Prophet Muhammad, because
according to traditional sources, his

wife ‘Aisha was nine or ten years old
when their marriage was consummated.

But rights advocates say it is a mis-
take to consider marrying a child a reli-
gious or customary obligation based on
this.

Even when the law was being passed
six months ago, Al-Qurashi told The
Media Line that events suggested its
implementation would not be easy.

MPs who opposed the law on reli-
gious grounds mobilized their support-
ers to demonstrate against it in the cap-
ital.

Al-Qurashi said his organization is
now incapable of launching an aware-
ness campaign, as long as there is no
law in place to back it up.

"If we launch a campaign while these

parties are voicing opposition, we’ll
only turn more people against us and it
might even draw competing campaigns,
aiming to frustrate the law," he said.
"So we prefer to delay any campaigns
until the law is finally approved and
becomes operative."

Several cases of child brides have
drawn international attention, increas-
ing pressure on Sanaa to make the prac-
tice illegal.

The story of Nujoud ‘Ali, a 10-year-
old Yemenite girl, hit international
headlines last year, as she independent-
ly sought a divorce from her 30-year-
old husband who she said was beating
and raping her.

Child-rights organizations say young
marriages deprive children of their

childhood, especially when girls are
forced into motherhood at such a young
age.

Under the new law, no child under
the age of 17 will be married, unless
their marriage is seen by a judge to be
in the best interest of the child.

Also, the law stipulates that no mar-
riage can take place, at any age, without
the consent of the woman.

The thinking behind the law is that it
would promote better education and
health for both men and women in
Yemen and will help development in a
country where an estimated 70 percent
of the female population is illiterate.

Source: The Media Line. All Rights
Reserved.

The key to ending hunger

By: Thomas Hager

he recent news that two-

thirds of adults in the

United States are over-

weight or obese — and the

number continues to grow
— brings to mind a question that has
bothered me since the 1970°s: Why
aren’t we all starving?

It was not that long ago that experts
were predicting that our skyrocketing
human population would outstrip its
food supply, leading directly to mass
famine. By now millions were sup-
posed to be perishing from hunger
every year. It was the old doom-and-
gloom mathematics of Thomas
Malthus at work: population shoots up
geometrically while food production
lags behind. It makes eminent sense. I
grew up with Malthus’s ideas brought
up-to-date in apocalyptic books like
The Population Bomb .

But someone appears to have
defused the bomb. Instead of mass
starvation, we seem to be awash in
food. And it’s not just the US. Obesity
is on the increase in Mexico. Fat-relat-
ed diabetes is becoming epidemic in
India. One in four people in China is
overweight, more than 60 million are
obese, and the rate of overweight chil-
dren has increased almost 30-fold since
1985. Everywhere you look, from
Buffalo to Beijing, you can see bal-
looning bellies.

Instead of going hungry, humans
around the world on a per capita basis
are eating more calories than ever
before.

If you’re looking for reasons behind
today’s obesity epidemic, don’t stop
with the usual suspects, all of which
are being trotted out by the press: fast
food, trans fat, high sugar, low exer-
cise, computer games, strange bacteria
in your gut, weird molecules in your
blood. I personally blame some hard-
wired human instinct for sitting around
eating salty, greasy, sugary snacks in
preference to hard physical labor. All
of these factors are certainly related to
the "insidious, creeping pandemic of
obesity . . . now engulfing the entire
world," as one gung-ho expert recently
put it. But they are only bits of the puz-

zle.

The underlying answer is this:
There’s a lot of cheap food around .
Yes, walk into your local mega-gro-
cery-emporium or just about any food-
selling area anywhere in the world and
stare the problem in the face. There’s
inexpensive, high-calorie food piled all
over the place.

Somehow we outsmarted Malthus.
Food production has not only kept up
with population growth but has man-
aged somehow to outstrip it. There are
ups and downs from year to year
because of the weather, and there are
pockets of starvation around the world
(due not to a global lack of food, but to
a lack of ways to transport it where it’s
needed). In general, silos are bursting.

Tons of food gets plowed under the
ground because there’s so much of it
farmers can’t get the prices they want.
Tons of cheap food (corn, for instance)
is used to create more expensive food
(like steak). Lots of food means lots of
grease, and meat, and sugar, and calo-
ries. Lots of food means lots of over-
weight people.

If you like the idea of avoiding mass
starvation — and I certainly do — you
owe thanks to two groups of scientists:
one that gave us the Green Revolution
back around the 1980’s via strains of
hardy, high-yielding grains, and anoth-
er that figured out how to make bread
out of air .

You heard me right. If you’re look-
ing for someone to blame for today’s
era of plenty, look to a couple of
German scientists who lived a century
ago. They understood that the problem
was not a lack of food per se, but a lack
of fertilizer — then they figured out how
to make endless amounts of fertilizer.

The number-one component of any
fertilizer is nitrogen, and the first of the
two German researchers, Fritz Haber,
discovered how to work the dangerous,
complex chemistry needed to pull
nitrogen out of the atmosphere — where
it is abundant but useless for fertilizer —
and turn it into a substance that can
grow plants.

A first demonstration was made 100
years ago. Carl Bosch, a young genius
working for a chemical company,
quickly ramped up Haber’s process to

industrial levels. They both won Nobel
Prizes.

It ranks among the great ironies of
history that these two brilliant men,
credited with saving millions from
starvation, are also infamous for other
work done later: Haber, a German Jew,
was a central force in developing poi-
son gas in World War I (and also per-
formed research that led to the Zyklon
B poison gas later used in concentra-
tion camps); Bosch, an ardent anti-
Nazi, founded the giant chemical com-
pany 1.G. Farben, which Hitler took
over and used to make supplies for
World War II.

Today, jaw-droppingly huge Haber-
Bosch plants, much refined and
improved, are humming around the
world, pumping out the hundreds of
thousands of tons of fertilizers that
enrich the fields that grow the crops
that become the sugars and oils and
cattle that are cooked into the noodles
and chips, pizza, burritos, and snack
cakes that make us fat.

If you don’t think this work impor-
tant, consider that half the nitrogen in
your body is synthetic, a product of a
Haber-Bosch factory. Or that without
the added food made possible by their
discovery, the earth could only support
about 4 billion people — at least 2 bil-
lion less than today.

And yes, before you email me, I
understand the concomitant problems:
stress on ecosystems, pollution
(including nitrogen pollution), etc. etc.
But I am an optimist, so instead of
moaning I will leave you with some
more good news. Even with a world
population that continues to add tens of
millions of new mouths every year,
given continuing growth in Haber-
Bosch fertilizer and a surprising trend
toward a worldwide decline in birth
rates (if you live about 50 years longer,
according to the best estimates, you’ll
see humanity reach zero population
growth), it might be within humanity’s
grasp to avoid mass starvation forever

Thomas Hager is author of The
Alchemy of Air, a history of the Haber-
Bosch discovery
Source
syndicate.org
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stage of the tender)

Republic of Yemen

City: SANAA
Postal Code: 481
Country: YEMEN

Invitation
for Pre-Qualification

——

SAFER

Safer Exploration and Production Operations Company (SEPOC) here announces its desire to pre-qualify

RAS ISSA OIL STORAGE TANKS & TERMINAL PROJECT

The works consist of the following:

ENGINEERING, DESIGN, PROCUREMENT & CONSTRUCTION (EPC) / INSTALATION / ERECTION,
TESTING, TRIAL RUNS AND COMMISSIONING (ONSHORE AND OFFSHORE WORKS)

Prequalification will be conducted through prequalification procedures specified in the documents and it is

Applicants may obtain further information from SEPOC Contracts & Tenders Department, and inspect the
prequalification documents during the official working hours at SEPOC Main Office address as detailed
below. A complete set of the pre-qualification document in English can be collected as a free of cost from
our SEPOC Contracts & Tenders Department or can be downloaded from our website or from High Tender
Board website (www.htb.gov.ye) by the interested applicants on or before 18.08.2009

The submission of prequalification documents shall be to our SEPOC Contracts & Tenders Department not
later than 3.00 p.m. on 15.09.2009. The procedure for submission of documents shall be referred in the
Instruction to Applicants section I- Item 31.0.

Applications for prequalification should be submitted in sealed envelopes, delivered to the address below,
and be clearly marked on the top of envelope as [/Application to Prequalify for RAS ISSA OIL
STORAGE TANKS & TERMINAL PROJECT — SEPOC / ENG -2009- 003.1( 7]

Only the pre-qualified applicants will be called to participate in the forthcoming tender (Technical —First

Safer Exploration and Production Operations Company (SEPOC)
Attention: Contracts and Tenders Manager
P.O. Box-481, Sanala, Republic of Yemen

Telephone: 00967 1 416080, Ext. (2418)
Facsimile number: 00967 1 415884

Web site: http://www.sepocye.com

Electronic mail address: kmigdad@sepocye.com
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COMBI founder and WHO Communication Advisor-Consultant Dr. Everold Hosein to the Yemen Times:

“The COMBI approach...helps take people
from knowledge into the area of action.”

Dr. Everold Hosein, Communication for Behavioral
Impact (COMBI) founder and World Health
Organization (WHO) Communication Advisor-
Consultant was in Yemen last week conducting a
training workshop organized by the Ministry of Public
Health and Population in collaboration with WHO.
The workshop, which was financed by the Global
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
(GFATM), aimed to educate participants on how to use
the COMBI approach to address health concerns, such

as the elimination of malaria.

The COMBI approach was created to get the
behavioral results desired for social development.
COMBI interprets social mobilization as a process
which strategically blends a variety of communication
interventions intended to mobilize societal and

Can you explain in more detail what
the COMBI approach is?

The focus of COMBI is to achieve
behavioral results desired in social
development work of UN agencies and
the WHO. The reason we put the
emphasis on behavioral impact is that
for the past 50 years in public health
education and in what we call develop-
ment communication the focus has been
on making people aware and knowl-
edgeable about behavior that will make
a difference in their lives.

Behaviors such as breastfeeding,
washing hands after using the toilet and
sleeping under mosquito nets are ulti-
mately the goal of our public health edu-
cation. The problem we have had so far
is that we have been very good at get-
ting people to be aware and knowledge-
able about what to do, but we have been
less successful at getting people to actu-
ally anything about it.

We are trying to bridge this gap
between knowing what to do and doing
it, and COMBI is an approach to help
close this gap, to help take people from
knowledge into the area of action.

We put the focus on action and we use
alot of techniques we have learned from
the public sector in the past 50 years and
the private sector in the past 150 years.

In essence, we are trying to marry
what people in the private sector do in
terms of marketing communication and
what we in public health have done in
terms of health education and health
communication. That is the marriage we
hope will make the difference between
people knowing what to do and then
taking the next step and carrying out the
actions.

How did you come up with the
COMBI approach?

The COMBI approach came about as a
result of failure. It came about as a result
of not being able to understand how
committed people knew what to do but
did not do it.

In looking at that, and looking also at
what the private sector was doing, we
realized that there was a missing engine
so to speak. This realization came to me
when I was working with the public
relations company in New York and also
with UNICEF at the same time.

We realized that so far in our commu-
nication work, we put the emphasis on
teaching people be aware and be knowl-
edgeable. However, when you look at
what the private sector was doing in
what they call integrated marketing
communication, we realized that they
put the emphasis on getting people to
act, to walk into a shop and buy a par-
ticular product.

I then started working in New York
on this new approach during the mid
1990s. We first offered a training pro-
gram at New York University in 1994
which was entitled “Integrated
Marketing Communication for
Behavioral Impact in Health and Social
Development.”

The focus was to get people to plan
marketing communication with other
aspects of health education. When we
realized the gap between people know-
ing what to do but not doing it, we start-
ed working on something different. It is
not enough to just give people the infor-
mation in order to have them act on it.
Something extra must be done.

Looking at the history of health edu-
cation, people are knowledgeable but do
not act.

behavior.

personal influences. This can in turn prompt an
individual to adopt and maintain a particular

With a PhD in Communication and Business
Administration focused on marketing administration,
Hosein has worked with the International Planned
Parenthood Federation as well as with a major public
relations company in New York City. He has also been
involved in extensive consulting work for UN agencies
including the United Nations Population Fund (UNPF),

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United

the World Bank.

Look at the private sector; it has a bet-
ter way of focusing on getting people to
act, for example, getting them to walk
into the shop and buy a particular prod-
uct. This is why at New York
University, we started offering this
training which was called integrated
marketing communication. This was the
same approach the business sector was
using. We decided to offer this course
regularly.

At that time I was asked to join the
WHO. My first meeting there ended
with a presentation on integrated mar-
keting communication for behavioral
impact in health.

At that meeting I realized that many
of my colleagues in the WHO and the
UN were slightly uncomfortable with
marketing language. They did not think
that in the health sector we market any-
thing, and they could not see the link
between marketing and getting people
to use mosquito nets for example.

As a technical measure, we decided to
drop the integrated marketing term and
just have a description of what we are
doing, which is communication for
behavioral impact, and that became the
acronym COMBI. However, the foun-
dation of COMBI is in fact integrated
marketing communication.

The reason we changed the language
was to accommodate people’s feelings.
The terminology was perhaps not
appropriate for what we were doing in
health and social development.

But I have been a firm believer that
the techniques used by the private sector
to get people to drink Coca-Cola and to
buy Pizza Hut and so on can be modi-
fied and used to get people to use mos-
quito nets, family planning, and to get
families to breastfeed their children.

Such behaviors can be handled very
effectively with the same marketing
communication principles that the busi-
ness sector uses.

How did you get the idea of applying
the COMBI approach in malaria
elimination?

Well, the idea came to us not only with
malaria elimination, but it came to us to
bring about any behavior you want to
achieve in health.

The COMBI approach started work-
ing in relationship to leprosy and how to
get people with skin lesions to go in for
a skin check to see if they have leprosy.

We use COMBI with dengue, we use
COMBI with tuberculosis, and we use
COMBI with HIV/AIDS. We also use
the approach with malaria elimination in
several African countries, including
here in Yemen. Now Yemen is making
progress and is even getting close to the
possibility of becoming a country in
which malaria would be eliminated.

I went to some African countries and
they are far away from even being con-
sidered to be countries which have
achieved certain stages in malaria elim-
ination. So Yemen has made a lot of
progress.

Right now we are in the last stages of
the process and we suspect that we
probably will take another ten years at
least get to the point of saying “we have
eliminated malaria here.”

What is new in the COMBI approach
in comparison with other approach-
es?

I think the new components are all relat-
ed to achieving behavioral results. We
have to move beyond just informing and

Nations Development Program (UNDP), UN AIDS and

Ali Saeed of the Yemen Times met Hosein and spoke
to him about the COMBI approach and how the public
sector can make use of it.

educating people.

For example, I think most people in
Yemen understand how you get malaria
and how you can get treated for malaria.
But there is a certain segment of the
population that even though under-
stands the concepts we promote in
health care still has difficulties in carry-
ing out the recommendations we are
making.

Our recommendation is that if you are
pregnant, sleep under a mosquito net for
the entire course of pregnancy. If you
have children under the age of five,
bring them mosquito nets and get them
to sleep under the nets.

Our focus is going to be that if you
know you should be doing it, why not
do it now?

The COMBI approach preserves the
process of what we call market research.
By this, we mean going to the commu-
nity and listening to people to find out
what the difficulty is that they face in
carrying out a particular behavior.

I would say the program that we have
been working on in Yemen focuses on
the production of communication mate-
rials, making posters, making pamphlets
and so on, referencing why people do
not carry out the appropriate behavior.

I do not think we have done enough.
We have not done enough listening to
the community - conducting the market
research, in other words.

That is why people are still reluctant
here to follow our recommendations of
sleeping under mosquito nets, or if you
have a fever and you are in an endemic
area, immediately think that it could be
malaria and get quick treatment.

The longer you wait, the more prob-
lematic the disease is and the more like-
ly you can die. The earlier the treatment
the better, and that’s a particular behav-
ior that we have to focus on.

I would recommend to the Ministry
of Health in Yemen to conduct market
research to figure out what are the
behaviors people already know about,
why those behaviors are not being car-
ried out and then to plan a communica-
tion program. After that, decisions can
be made about the need for posters or
pamphlets to get people to jump this
hurdle of ‘I know what to do, but I'm
not doing it yet.’

So I think our program, the COMBI
approach, is different in the way it
focuses on market research and in the
way it focuses on listening to people in
the community. It is also different in the
way it focuses on helping people to
make that leap from knowing what to do
to actually doing it.

Our program puts emphasis on per-
sonal communication between profes-
sionals who know the answers to these
questions and to the questions that peo-
ple are going to ask rather than putting
too much emphasis on posters and pam-
phlets.

Do you think that the COMBI
approach can be useful for non-health
sectors?

Definitely. I would say wherever there is
a behavioral patter that can make a dif-
ference in the lives of people, you can
use the COMBI approach. It doesn’t
have to be in the health sector only.

For example, it can be used to prevent
violence against children. I was working
in Jordan where violence against chil-
dren is a big problem. Teachers hit and
slap children, and parents beat children
thinking that this is the proper way to
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Dr. Everold Hosein: “I have been a firm believer that the techniques used by
the private sector to get people to drink Coca Cola and to buy Pizza Hut and
so on can be modified and used to get people to use mosquito nets, family
planning, and to get families to breastfeed their children.”

discipline them. It is not the proper way
to discipline children.

We can educate people about behav-
ior related to preventing violence
against children using the COMBI
approach.

For instance, a certain behavioral pat-
ter can be taught as to how children can
be intellectually stimulated when they
are very young, under the age of two.
UNICEEF has a program for child stimu-
lation and COMBI can be used to teach
specific behaviors to parents and care-
givers.

I would say that [for] any behavior
anyone wishes to accomplish in the
social development of Yemen, the
COMBI approach can be used to
achieve this particular behavior.

What are the humanitarian advan-
tages of the approach?

The humanitarian advantages are that if
you succeed in getting people to carry
out the right behaviors that will improve
their lives, it is one of the most beautiful
humanitarian things you can do.

If we can get a family to protect chil-
dren from dying from malaria, that to
me is the essence of fulfilling a human-
itarian need. We need to protect our
children as well as our adults from dis-
eases which might kill them.

What do you expect the outcomes of
the COMBI workshop in Yemen will
be?

At the end of the workshop, we will
have three to four working groups who
will create a presentation using what we
called the ten steps of planning a
COMBI program. Participants learn
about the COMBI approach and will
then be able to use the COMBI plan in

getting the behavioral results that they
want to be accomplished.

There is also another outcome where
a few of the colleagues in the workshop
will be working with me to come up
with an actual strategic communication
plan related to malaria elimination. The
follow up to the workshop in that sense
is going to be important, because I'm
going to depend on them for advice on
what kind of communication plan will
enable us to reach the goal of eliminat-
ing malaria in Yemen.

What do you recommend to Yemenis
who work in the health sector?

My recommendation to them is that I'm
focusing on health communication
when it comes to malaria, but I'm sure
that there are other diseases which affect
the health of people in Yemen. I would
encourage the Ministry of Health
together with WHO colleagues to see
how we can use the COMBI approach
in other aspects of health.

One of the health problems that I
think will eventually emerge in Yemen
is the problems related to obesity and
diabetes. I'm not saying this as an expert
on the subject, but when I talked to col-
leagues in Yemen I realized that people
here do not exercise very much. People
do a lot of sitting around while chatting,
chewing qat and not being physically
active while eating a lot of sweets.

Some of my colleagues told me that
in qat sessions, people also mix qat
chewing with sugar, and after the long
session they do not do any exercise.
That is going to contribute to obesity
and diabetes.

This is something that people should
be worried about in the future. Here,
COMBI can be used to promote the
behavior of exercise, for example, if we
want to prevent ourselves from obesity.
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Readers View

Short Story: The Hungry Jaws Series

By: Kais Al-Eryani
will continue doing my
business behind closed doors,
if for no other reason than to
avoid paying every person I
meet in the government during

the registration process. Some of my

friends happen to be working with
non-governmental organizations, or

NGOs.

They are senior people who have
years of experience, and they like their
work very much. I know they are

Invest in Yemen (3)

honest and dedicated. I always thought
that NGOs are there to serve the
communities, mainly on a voluntary
basis. These people must enjoy
helping others, and everybody must be
grateful for their efforts.

But is this really the case?

An American friend was telling me
about his group’s experience in
Yemen.

“We came with big plans to help the
youth,” he said. “We were able to
mobilize interest in Yemen and get
some funding. In our first trip we were
introduced to a highly educated

person. He seemed to us a very nice
man, and after a few weeks we asked
him to take care of our operation in
Yemen. We signed the contract, and he
started to work for us after we rented a
place.

A few months passed, and our
operations were going quite well when
we had our team visit the office in
Sana’a to review operations. We
discovered that the man we’d hired
had been taking a lot of sick days.
When our team asked him about it, he
was not convincing. We asked him to
provide us with an explanation. After a

few days, the man provided the team
with many medical prescriptions.
These prescriptions were false ones,
and the team warned the man about
this. After reviewing the report of the
team at our headquarters, we decided
to fire him, and we did. A few days
later, we received a court order issued
by the Labor Court. The man was
accusing us of wrong doings when we
fired him. At that
unfortunately decided to stop our

point  we

operations in Yemen.”

By: amal nasser
lymona88@ gmail.com

n the 26M of this

month I woke up with

the same thought of

the day before, it was

all over my head say-

ing Michael Jackson’s dead, Michael

Jackson’s no longer with us in this

world, Michael Jackson’s no longer to

perform, to dance, to sing, to impress

us, to shock us, to wear an Abaya, to

record an Islamic Nasheed or to swing

another child off his balcony in
Berlin, Michael Jackson is gone.

Whether you like him or not, love

A legend

him or not, even if you hate him you
can’t be indifferent with the news of
his tragic death. Myself, being not a
big fan or actually not a fan in the
sense of following all the news and
moves of Michael Jackson I have to
admit that I was really saddened and
shocked at the same time by his death.
Not many people in our world have
such a tremendous impact on others to
say that the world is the “’world
minus one °” when they’re gone and to
say that they’ll be remembered and
missed not only by their family and
friends but by the whole world.
Trying to figure out all these
thoughts I made my way to the uni-
versity forgetting all about Michael

’s death

Jackson once the lecture started. On
my way back home I remembered
him, I saw people acting normal,
myself included reading my book as
usual in the train and listing to music,
as if nothing had happened and when
you think about it you realize that
nothing has happened except the
death of the King of Pop and that’s
not a life-changing news to many of
us but I could sense that most of the
people with me in the train were
thinking about Michael Jackson. They
were mourning Michael Jackson in
silence.

Yes, They didn’t wear black or put
flowers on a stone with his name
engraved on, they didn’t march the

streets of berlin lighting candels for
him, the didn’t go to the Hotel Adelon
waiting for him to swing his baby off
the balcony but they were and the
whole world is mourning him in its
memories just like i mourn him in my
memories of my parent’s wedding
video with their friends and family
dancing on Thriller, in my memories
of our neighbour’s son showing me
his Moon-Walk and in my memories
of many Yemenis who can’t say a
word in English and may have never
seen what Michael Jackson looks like
rather to have watched him perfom
but yet they know Michael Jackson
and they know that he was the KING
of pop, may he rest in peace.

By: Mohammed Aish Hejash
hejash2004@yahoo.com

t was almost midnight when

she heard her son’s screams

crying out for help. Then a clap

of thunder exploded, making

the poor mother run towards
her son’s small room. The house was
getting darker as she moved upstairs
holding a small piece of lighted candle
which broke through the darkness and
lit her way to the source of terror. She
stepped into the room trying to find out
what was going on.

Her son was rolling right and left
under his comforter and calling her
when she entered his room, but then
she saw the big furry cat playing on the
floor. She was amazed by the
ridiculous scene, scolding him and
telling him to stop acting like a baby.
The small kid felt relieved when he
saw his mom and knew that the reason
for his terror was the big cat.

She made her way back to her room,
recollecting what had happened. The
father of the house was still outside
working to make a buck because the
family was used to living from hand to
mouth.

The candlelight was fading moment
after moment, which made her decide
to save the light till her husband got

Keep it shut! (Part II)

back home. She blew out the candle
regardless of what was coming next...!

The room went dark and the only
thing visible to her was the dead light
coming from the window. The clock
was ticking away, “tick tock tick tock.”
A glimmer of lightning broke through
the room, then another thunderclap
gave her the creeps, filling her with
fear and horror. Her eyes started
overflowing with tears of loneliness
and helplessness. “Tick tock tick tock”

were becoming annoying and
unnerving sounds at that time. “Are
these someone’s footsteps?” she
fearfully thought.

Second after second and minute after
minute, and the man of the house was
nowhere to be found. Another glimmer
of lightning reflected the shadow of the
big tree outside the house, which made
her think deeply of being haunted by
evil spirits.

She began cracking her cold small
fingers and impatiently glancing at the
window. As soon as one more glimmer
flashed, the man of her dreams dashed
in and the fear of the unknown was
smashed. It was a flash of hope, a
source of protection and a sign of
completion. It was simply that her man
returned home so that she would no
longer feel alone.

The hard working man brought

dinner with him and kindly asked his
wife to heat it up because it was
already cold. He also told her that he
had got a pretty amount of money that
day which allowed him to buy a new
cell phone. He kept her company on
the way to the kitchen and then told her
that he wanted to take a bath and
freshen up. He left his cell phone on
the kitchen table and went to the
bathroom.

The night was dim and the only light
was the candlelight. As she finished
heating up dinner and started shutting
the door of the kitchen, she heard
strange voices coming from inside.
“Hahahahahahahahaha,” was heard - a
terrifying sound. It was the sound of
terrible laughter which made her feel
like a chicken with its head cut off.
Again the same laughter was heard,
“Hahahahahahahah.”

“Hahahahahahahah.” This time, the
terrible laughter accompanied by
fading lights was coming from the
kitchen’s window. “They’re inside the
kitchen!!” she fearfully thought. As the
sound kept resounding in her ears, a
strong clap of thunder broke the silence
of the house into a terrible scream and
a call of helplessness echoed
throughout the whole neighborhood.
“Help! Help!”

Her husband rushed to the scene to

A letter to Mr. President

By: Afrah Nasser
afrah.nasser @yahoo.com
A freelance journalist

write this letter to you with a

hope that I might get heard. I

have tried all the means to

contact you but nothing

worked out. I even called your
office but I was degraded.

I have always been and I'm still a
responsible citizen. I have never
committed any felony. I have never
robbed anything from the country or
outside the country. I always call for
development. I care about Yemen a
lot; I even don’t throw a handkerchief
in the dirtiest streets because I care
about the cleanness of the country. I
love Yemen with all my heart.

Yemen faces lots of challenges and
heaven only knows how many work
you have to do. However, I'd love you
to take care also of a current issue that
is much related to every Yemeni’s life.
I speak on behalf of all the people ‘the
citizens” I know. We need more

electricity. The fact that the electricity
is being cut off for over than 3 hours is
really extremely worrying. It reaches
over 5 to 6 hours in some places in the
country.

As you surely know, the weather in
Yemen is moderate in some parts and
very hot in other parts of the country.
People of the hot places desperately
depend on air conditioners, fans and so
on; anything that could cool the air
and that requires electricity. So, It’s
important for their survival.

On the other hand, the country’s
business and work of Ministries,
Companies, Hospitals, and Offices
and so on need it as well. The
country’s productivity depends on it.
Every minute goes without electricity
costs us lots of money. It’s a wasted
time that could have made the country
obtain much progress.

There are many reasons that would
strongly prove that we are in need of
electricity. The strongest reason for me
is Sana’a is the capital and should
never face such problem. It might be
expensive to get more electricity to the

country since the demand is way high
than we already have, but that doesn’t
mean we should sit still and do
nothing about it. There has to be some
kind of solution.

When I was telling my friends that
I’'m writing a letter to you, I was made
fun of! Their claims were that I'll
never be heard and that I should write
to the Minster of Electricity not to the
President. I hope they all turn
mistaken about me being not heard.
Plus, I know that I should have written
the letter to the Minster but I wanted
you to be my connection to him since
everything in the country is working
effectively when you do have
connections. The stronger connection
you have, the smother your things run.

Please tell the Minister that the
situation is really bad and things must
be addressed immediately. It is very
crucial matter for every one and
everything in every part of the beloved
Yemen. Our life depends on it.
Seriously, our productivity is being
wasted when there is no electricity.

find out what on the earth had
happened. He saw her standing in front
of the kitchen, shivering and saying,
“There is an evil spirit inside our
kitchen! Come on and hear it
yourself!” The sound of laughter came
again and when he heard it, he said,
“Mmmmmm! Evil spirit! This is my
new cell phone’s ring tone. It’s
beautiful, isn’t it?”” he asked with a
smile.

By: Maged Thabet Al-kholidy
majed_thabet@hotmail .com

our lives.

time and effort for other activities.

dictionary on it to look up words.

plies, they say.

and social duties.

ing new in their lives.

ber or chatting.
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Mobile phones:
a blessing or a curse?

obile phones have become increasingly common all over the
world, and Yemen is no exception. Although I strongly
believe that they greatly facilitate communication and have
many other positive uses, many consider them as a curse to

For me and many others, mobile phones bridge great distances across which
communication was impossible or lengthy in the past. In this way, people save

They also alleviate worry. For example, a father can contact his family mem-
bers whenever needed. Without a mobile phone, he might worry and wait up for
his sons or daughters when they are outside the home.

But mobiles are also useful for work and study. Some people install an elec-
tronic version of the Quran on their phones to listen to or read. Others install a

Before having a mobile, I used to have an alarm clock, and always carry a
notebook for telephone numbers. I also used to have a notebook to write notes in.
Now, instead, I have a mobile phone that does it all.

People also use the mobile to form acquaintances, either through chatting, call-
ing or receiving calls by mistake. This widens their list contacts to include new
people of different ages and backgrounds

Mobiles can also be used as a means of entertainment, as games can be
installed in the most recent models. Mobile games have recently become more
common than Playstation games. You can also listen to music or watch funny or
even useful movies on a mobile phone.

But many consider mobiles to be a negative aspect of modern life.

They say that they lead to spending too much money. Young girls and boys
nowadays spend school money on credit for their mobiles, instead of school sup-

For them, mobiles are a curse because they make people forget their religious

Nowadays, especially young people are constantly on the phone, when they
walk, before they sleep, and even when they study. They write each other mes-
sages, chat, play games or listen to music. They forget their duties and do noth-

Some say that mobiles lead to immoral relationships. There have been many
stories of men and women, for example, meeting by dialing up the wrong num-

Dear readers, like many modern inventions, the mobile is a double-edged
weapon. Only the users themselves can make it a blessing or a curse. This is my
opinion, but I heartily welcome any reader’s perspective.

azine.

Maged Thabet Al-Kholidy is a contributing opinion writer from Taiz. He holds an
MA in English, and is the former editor of Taiz University’s English-language mag-

True friendship means you are no
more important than the other

By: Adnan Al-Halmi
adnanalhalmi@yahoo.com

have the pleasure to write a

response to Al-Gaad’s article

entitled “Friendship is seldom

lasting but between equals,”

published on June 25. I always
enjoy reading his articles because they
speak out about reality and try to expose
social faults to the public to be correct-
ed. But this time I would have to slight-
ly disagree with what he included in his
article, as he says that “friendship is a
strong emotional relationship, built
between two people of the same sex.”
This may sound illogical, but I contest
Al-Gaad’s definition that says an emo-
tional relationship may be between a
man and woman, not between the same
sex.

I do agree that a certain type of emo-
tional relationship can only be between a
man and woman and not between a man
and a man and vice versa. But friendship
is a difficult word. It means something
different for every person. For this rea-
son it isn’t easy to define it.

People are social beings. Friendship is
very important for most people. Some
even believe that friendship is more
important than love. Good friendship is
certainly more valuable than gold. If you
have a good friend or find someone with
a soul akin to yours, your problems dis-
appear and life isn’t so sad.

Friendship is a great art. Love has a
natural instinct behind it; friendship has
no natural instinct behind it. Friendship
is something conscious; love is uncon-
scious. This is why friendship is greater
than love. Friendship means you are no
more important than the other — that is
the soul of real friendship.

Another point I would disagree with
is “a successful and permanent friend-
ship can only hold between people who
are socially, emotionally and financially
equal.” This isn’t true because although

people can be equal in terms of financial
and social status, how can they be equal
emotionally? Therefore it doesn’t matter
how financially, emotionally, and social-
ly equal two friends are. What is more
important is how understanding and
respectful they are to each other, which
is the only bridge to everlasting, real,
and outstanding friendship.

To be a friend and to have friends is
one of the noblest goals we can try to
achieve. Friendship is complex and has
many facets, but it certainly exhibits the
following five attributes, as stated by
David Claasen: “Friendship means
understanding and being understood,
friendship means affirming and being
affirmed, friendship means accepting
and being accepted, friendship means
helping and being helped, and friendship
means forgiving and being forgiven.”

The third point I would contest is the
idea of Romanticism and Classicism in
friendship. It doesn’t matter how classic
or romantic your friend is. What matters
is how expansive, faithful, respectful,
polite, considerate, and trustworthy he
or she is.

Moreover, friendship is something
very valuable yet it is something that
cannot be bought. It must be protected.
You have to take care of friendship
because it is very easy to lose a friend
but much more difficult to recover it
again. It is like a treasure and that must
be kept safe. If you don’t, it will not last.
It is soft, so don’t scratch!

Have you ever wondered what the
real essence of the saying ‘a friend in
need is a friend indeed’ is? People talk
about the true value of friendship with-
out knowing what it stands for.

True friendship is when there are no
formalities. It is when the person you are
talking about is counted as family. It is
when the relationship you share reaches
a stage when even if you don’t corre-
spond for some time, your relationship
remains intact. Best friends need not

meet up often to make sure that the
friendship remains constant. The trust
between best friends is such that if one
friend gets into trouble, the other will
not think twice to help.

If the bond between two friends is
strong, true friends can endure even long
distances. They find a way of keeping in
touch despite busy schedules. True
friendship never fades away; in fact, it
grows better with time. True friends
don’t need a posh place to hang out.
Their most precious hideout is each oth-
ers’ rooms! True friendship thrives on
trust, inspiration and comfort. Best
friends come to know when the other
person is in trouble, merely by listening
to their ‘hello’ over the phone.

True friends don’t desert each other
when there is trouble. They face it
together and support each other, even if
it hurts the other individual’s interest.
Best friends don’t analyze each other;
they don’t have to. They accept each
other’s positive and negative qualities
alike. Nothing is hidden between true
friends; they know each other’s
strengths and weaknesses. Best friends
won’t stand for any outsider comment-
ing or criticizing their friendship, and
they can put up a very firm resistance if
anyone does so.

True friends are not opportunists.
They don’t help because they have
something to gain from it; they help
because that’s what friends do. True
friendship is selfless. Best friends sup-
port each other, even when the whole
world is against them. It is not easy get-
ting true friends, and if you have even
one true friend, consider yourself
blessed. In this world of cynics and
backstabbers, there are still some people
who are worth being friends with.

To conclude, I hope that I have clari-
fied some notions regarding friendship
and how it should go down the right path
without bothering my lovely and close
friend Al-Gaad.
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Infinit Education
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SAS

following fields:

The applicants should:

Fax: 432630
Cell phone: 735 550 550

Sana'a Academic School

Sana'a Academic School (SAS) seeks teachers in the
English, computer, music, science, math, social studies,

Quran, Islamic studies, Arabic, sport.

- have academic qualification in specified field
- have high efficiency in teaching

The applicants can contact us on:
Tel: 432628, 432629, 413249
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Al-Thuraya
Consulting

Yemeni Experts

AL-Thuraya is your partner in Yemen providing
you with experienced Yemeni experts in
agriculture, environment and rural development.

AL-THURAYA
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper
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Stationery

All Your Needs Under One Roof

Tel.  :+967- 1- 240207

Fax. S +967 - 1- 268041

Mobile : +967 - TTT775520

PO.Box :7

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Hadda Street - Infront of Yemenia Airline
E-mail : alzaahra@y.net.ye

BMW car

I-Rowaishan Company
for Investment and
development Ltd. inau-
gurated a new work-
shop for BMW cars
maintenance in Hizez area in Sana’a
this week in the presence of a number of
businessmen and social figures. Sheikh
Naef Mohammed Al- Rowaishan and
Saleh bin Abdullah Al- Rowaishan gen-
eral manager of the Rowaishan Group

maintenance workshop in Sana’a

and Mr. Othman Abdulminem BMW
Company Sales Manager in the Middle
East region inaugurated the workshop
according to international standards and
equipped with most advanced tools to
be one of the most significant facilities
for BMW car owners in the region.
Hakim Subaih general manager of the
company explained to guests the vari-
ous facilities and services provided in
this workshop and how after sales serv-

ices are provided and new maintenance
equipments operating through the
GPRS system and connected with the
international BMW network.

This launch comes within the group’s
strategy to provide best services to its
clients through provision of spare parts
and maintenance for BMW, Rolls
Royce and Land rover as well as other
international car brands.

“Rowaishan Group has come a long

way in its support to Yemen’s economy
through investment in Yemen and
through best client service which made
us award winners of international prizes
such as the first place in 2008 Middle
Eastern sales and first place in growth
rates in the region. And with this excel-
lence comes a responsibility to maintain
it and please our customers,” said Saleh
bin Abdullah Al- Rowaishan general
manager of the Rowaishan Group.
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Automobile Insurance

Life Insurance

Engineering Insurance

Lability Insurance
Medical Insurance

Power Insurance

Travel Insurance
Property Insurance
Others
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Head Office: Zubairi 5t. Yemen Kuwait Bank Building
Tel. - 967 1 469721/2/3/4, Fax. - 967 1 217251, 209452
8: Sana‘a: Taiz Street, Tel. « 967 1 624971, Fax. « 967 1 625714

Branc
Hodeidah: Tel. + 967 3 201110, Fax. + 967 3 201107, Taiz: Tel. + 967 4 251454, Fax. + 967 4 250832,
Aden: Tel. + 967 2 244285, Fax. « 967 2 246237, Mukalla: Tel. « 967 5 350997, Fax, + 967 5 350629,

TOTAL celebrates the awarding of
its 2009 scholarships to ten Yemeni students

fter a multi-phase and
intensive selection
process, Total E&P
Yemen celebrated yester-
day, the 11th of August
2009, the final selection of its ten win-
ners of TOTAL  Scholarship
Porgramme. Out of 800 applicants, 5 of
the undergraduate scholarship deserv-
ingly won and will depart early
September to pursue their BA Degrees
in Engineering and Earth Science at the
University of Leeds in the United
Kingdom. The other 5 graduate scholar-

ship winners will also depart
early September to pursue their
MA Degrees in Law and
Business Ethics and Business
and Taxation Law at the
University of Cergy-Pontoise in
France.

H.E. Mr. Abdulmalik Alama,
the Deputy Minister of Oil and
Minerals, gave a speech in the celebra-
tion where he extended the congratula-
tions of the Ministry of Oil and Minerals
to the scholarship winners and advised
them to work hard in order to earn high

ToTrTaLu

academic achievement and
to come back home to
serve their country in
petroleum operations
fields. Deputy Minister
Alama added that,
“TOTAL is highly appreci-
ated by the Ministry of Oil
and Minerals for this ini-
tiative that will help feed the petroleum
industry in Yemen with highly qualified
personnel, both technically and adminis-
tratively. This is the real interpretation of
long-term partnership petroleum com-
panies in the country should have with
Yemen.” The Deputy Minister stressed
on other petroleum companies to follow
the steps of TOTAL and launch similar
programmes with specialties directed
towards mechanical and instrumentation
engineering.

Mr. Martin Deffontaines, General
Manager of Total E&P Yemen, congrat-
ulated the winners and said that “we are
happy to celebrate the final selection of
ten top quality Yemeni students who
have a great potential, represent our
future, and who will come back home
from their studies to give back to their
nation.”

General Manager Deffontaines added
that “time has gone for petroleum com-
panies to just invest in industrial activi-
ties. Time has come for petroleum com-
panies to be effectively engaging in
advancing the social and educational
development in their host countries. The
Scholarship Programme we sponsor is
among other socioeconomic initiatives
that show our commitment to meeting
some of this country’s development
needs and developing, in addition, a
long-term partnership with Yemen.”

Ol Z___:J_m S

Now.. E-Banking Safity.. Security..

Smpilicity in manging your Busines

- Letter of Credits. Al SabGeY sl
- Foreign Transfers. <ALl g Al 1A S¥ gt S| —
- Letter of Guarantees.
- Bill Payments.

- Money Exchange.

- Local Transfers.

- Balance Statements.
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Blological purification of wastewater

AGENT FOR:
'FMCTechnologies

Solar Turbines

HORIZON AGENCIES & COMMERCIAL SERVICES (HACS)
P.O. Box : 15408 Sana'a , Republic of Yemen

Tel : + 967 — 1 — 421508 / 421532 Fax:+ 967 -1 -421514

Email: horcom@Y.Net.Ye Website: www.HACS-Yemen.com
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Small systems
Big systems
Mobile systems
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Fiuid Control / Pump / Invalco | Manifolds

Company Control Valves

Euro Contrdle Project

Project Management & Score Group plc
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Safety valves & Pressure Relief valves

Honeywell

Field Process Solutions

System
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WECO / Chiksan!/ Dyneter products

scelco
Pumps & Dosing Systems

CALIBRATION & Maintenance Workshop For Flow meters
SGS Certified Calibration System
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