
By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, Nov. 1 — Yemenia airlines 
will re-commence its flights to European 
capitals in December. The flights had 
been discontinued for a little less than 
two months, as a response to some 
financial problems faced by the compa-
ny. According to an official source at the 
airlines, the company is now responding 
to governmental directives ordering the 
company to out its operations normally 
and with assurance of full government 
support, especially because the company 
is the national airlines of Yemen.

The 42nd general assembly of the 
Arab Air Transport Union has announced 
its solidarity with Yemenia, against the 
negative campaign the company has 
faced since the Comoros incident earlier 
in June this year. The assembly recom-
mended the involvement of the union 
the Civil Aviation Arab Authority, along 
with the concerned European 

Commission figures, to stop this cam-
paign, which could tint the good rela-
tions between the Arab and European 
aviation businesses.

The chairperson of Yemenia Board, 
Capitan Abdulkhaliq Al-Qadhi, con-
firmed during the 42nd assembly, that 
the Yemenia adheres to all international 
‘aviation safety’ standards and that the 
issue is a priority for the company in all 
its operations, especially those of the 
technical departments such as opera-
tions, maintenance and passenger ser-
vices.

According to Al-Qadhi, insurance 
companies have compensated the fami-
lies of the victims, as well as the dam-
aged aircraft’s, but unfortunately, the 
media was not informed of this.

“The compensation by the insurance 
companies is a clear indication that the 

tragic incident, in the Comoros, is not a 
result of ‘negligence’ by Yemenia. This 
is a response to all the parties which 
tried to defame Yemenia and stain our 
image in front our passengers and the 
international community. The compensa-
tion is a result of hard work in the inves-
tigation following the tragic incident, 
which as we all know now was not a 
result of an technical error,” he said.

Yemenia participated vigorously in 
the search efforts for the aircraft’s black 
box and eventually the investigation 
revealed that the plane, which was head-
ing towards Mornoi Airport, fell before 
reaching the airport. The A310 aircraft 
took off from France and plunged into 
the Indian Ocean, on June 30, shortly 
after beginning its descent towards the 
Comoros.  The aircraft was carrying 
mainly French and Comoran passen-
gers.

According to Yemenia official resourc-
es, a rocket fired by the French navy 
training, in the Indian Ocean, caused the 
Yemenia Airways crash, in which 153 
passengers and crew were killed. A 
13-year-old girl was the only survivor.
She was found clinging onto a floating

wreckage of the aircraft.
Media reports since then included 

statements from international figures 
pointing fingers at Yemenia,  indicating 
that the accident was due to a technical 
flaw, while the airlines defended its 
maintenance operations and asserting 
that the International Airbus Company 
had given Yemenia a certificate for its 
thorough maintenance. 

Al-Qadhi confirmed Yemenia bring-
ing new additions to its aviation fleet, 
responding to the increasing demand 
from passengers.  He also confirmed that 
in 2015, ten new Airbus 350-800 crafts 
will be a part of the Yemenia fleet. 
Currently negotiations are underway to 
replace a few Airbus 310-300s with 
modern 320 crafts or with Boeing 800-
737s.

“Yemenia is today, respected by pas-
sengers from all around the world and 
we appreciate the trust our passengers 
have in us. We will continue to work 
hard to ensure their comfort and safety. 
We are work around the clock to 
improve the capacities of our staff in 
order to promote Yemen’s image every-
where,” he said.
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Insurance companies pay victim’s families and compensate Yemenia
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Tunisian, Egyptian, Moroccan and Yemeni flight attendants hold pictures of  

colleagues who were victims of the crash that killed 153 people and left a 

sole survivor, on a peaceful protest on July 8, 2009.



By: Ali Saeed

SANA'A, Oct. 25 — Hundreds of Ye-
menis were arbitrarily detained during 
the past months of this year during the 
armed conflict in Sa'ada, and the num-
ber is on the  rise, according to a report 
by the National Organization for De-
fending Rights and Freedoms, known 
as HOOD.

HOOD's report was in line with fig-
ures quoted in a Human Rights Watch 
report entitled, "Disappearances and 
Arbitrary Arrests in the Armed Conflict 
with Houthi Rebels in Yemen" which 
was published in October of last year.

Human Rights Watch's report indi-
cated that in the first half of 2008, the 
extent of arbitrary arrests and “disap-
pearances" expanded, with the govern-
ment broadening its targets to include 
persons reporting on the war’s impact 
on civilians.

"Dozens if not hundreds of persons 
remain in detention and new arrests 
have taken place," said the report. 
HOOD's report was based on the ex-
periences of two citizens, Noor Al-Din 
Mohamed Faraj, 18, and Salim Musfer, 
30, who were both illegally detained 
on October the 2nd,  2009 in Sobaha, 
an area to the west of Sana'a.

Noor Al-Din's father told the story of 
the arrest of his son. "My son is a friend 
of Salim, who works as a driver while 
my son works in a telephone shop in 
Sana'a," said Mr Faraj. "Salim traveled 
from Saada to Sana'a to sell pomegran-
ates and gave my son a ride to work.

“On their way to Sana'a, specifically 
in the area of Matna, Salim bought 12 
empty iron barrels for YR 30,000 from 
some traders there," he said.

"When they want to pass the check-
point in Sobaha, they were prevented 
from passing and the soldiers did not 

allow them to bring the barrels back to 
the trader," he explained.

"My son, Salim, and Salim's nephew, 
who is only seven years old, were ar-
rested and until now only the child was 
released whereas my son and Salim are 
still in detention." 

"The child is named Rabee, and he 
was detained with his uncle for three 
days, and then released and now the 
kid lives with distant family, since his 
parents are in Saada and his uncle in 
detention," explained Faraj. 

Ahmed Arman, the Secretary of 
HOOD, describes the two cases as 
an example of continuous violations 
against human rights.

He condemned the arbitrary arrest 
and attributed the reason behind them 
to the fact that their license plate num-
ber begins with ten, indicating a Saada 
resident. He said that this targets peo-
ple as a result of their belongings.

Faraj is demanding the state to re-
lease his son and to pay him compen-
sation as he until now spent nearly YR 
200,000 on the case, and quit his job to 

be able to keep pursuing the issue. 
These arbitrary arrests include a 

wide range of people, including many 
who were not actively participating in 
hostilities against government forces, 
according to the Human Rights Watch 
report.

"They can be grouped into three 
categories. First are those effectively 
held hostage to pressure a wanted fam-
ily member to surrender or end their 
activities. Second are Hashemites, ad-
herents of Zaidi Shi’ism who may have 
been targeted by the security forces on 
the basis of their religious activism. 
Third are Zaidis going to or returning 
from areas of recent fighting between 
the army and Houthi rebels, or who are 
otherwise suspected of sympathizing 
with them," the report said.

"A new and separate category which 
has emerged over the past two years 
is that of persons arbitrarily arrested 
for publishing information about the 
armed conflict, including journalists 
and website writers," indicated the re-
port.
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SANA'A, Oct. 31 — Women, children 
and elder persons make-up the majority 
of the 150,000 displaced people from 
the current Sa’ada conflict. Thousands 
of pregnant women and girls are at risk 
and their situation is of great concern to 
UNFPA, the United Nations Population 
Fund.     

Displaced women are having difficul-
ties registering as heads of households 
due to social and traditional cultural be-
liefs that forbid women from assuming 
this role, which is hindering their access 
to food rations and non-food items, as 

well as other essential services. They 
are suffering from lack of access to ba-
sic hygiene; some have not had a change 
of clothes in three months. 

“Health services that currently exist 
within the camps and outside are not 
enough to cover the increasing needs 
and demands of the affected population. 
This was evident from the numbers of 
women standing and waiting in lines for 
hours under the hot sun to be seen by 
health providers in Al-Mizraq camp”, 
said Zeljka Mudrovcic, UNFPA Repre-
sentative a.i. in Yemen, after a visit to 

the camp.
Additionally, women and girls are 

struggling from lack of privacy at the 
available health services. This is seri-
ously affecting their ability to seek 
proper medical care for themselves and 
their dependents. UNFPA is concerned 
about their protection in such environ-
ment.

In response to the critical needs of 
women, UNFPA, has procured emer-
gency medical supplies, including life-
saving reproductive health supplies, 
drugs/medication and equipments to 

help save the lives of women and their 
newborns, by making delivery safer and 
emergency obstetric care interventions 
accessible to them. 

UNFPA is working closely with the 
local communities, national partners 
and the Ministry of Health to ensure 
that the identified urgent needs, from 
reproductive health services to personal 
hygiene items and psycho-social sup-
port are made available and provided 

with quality care and dignified man-
ner in Al-Mizraq and Khaiwan camps 
and the host communities.

Thousands of pregnant women and girls at risk due to 

Sa’ada conflict in Yemen, says UNFPA 

Arbitrary arrests on rise due to Sa'ada war

Yemeni prisoners in Saudi prisons 

mistreatment and death
By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Nov. 1- Yemeni detainees in 
Saudi prisons are being tortured and de-
prived health care, sometimes causing 
their deaths, according to lawyers and 
human rights organizations.

Salem Abood Ba Haneef, 33, a Ye-
meni detainee who was sentenced to 
serve three years in prison, but after two 
and half years he died. Al-Karama Or-
ganization, (The Dignity Organization) 
a human rights organization said he died 
on September 29 due to health care neg-
ligence. 

 During his stay in the prison, the vic-
tim was suffering from pneumonia, but 
he was diagnosed and admitted to the 
hospital

only after his condition became criti-
cal, according to a recent report pub-
lished by Al-Karama. 

“Even though the victim was suffer-
ing from repeated and continuous faint-
ing spells, was unable to move, and his 
condition was critical, he was not given 
health care and was chained to a bed in 
the hospital where he died,” Al-Karama 
said.

The Saudi detention facilities lack to 
health care and that led to prisoners suf-
fering. 

“The absence of health care is a com-
mon problem in most Saudi prisons, 
which are run by the Saudi Interior Min-
istry,” Al-Karama added.

“In addition to that, prisoners who are 
suffering from diseases are allowed to 
only one medical visit once a week and 
on a specific day,” Al-Karama said.

“The sick prisoners also are not ad-
mitted to the hospital only after their 
conditions became critical,” Al-Karama 
added.

The lack of health care in the Saudi 
detention facilities also caused the out-
break of some epidemics that threaten 
the lives of prisoners. 

“According to our private sources, 
although the tuberculosis is highly 
rampant in the Saudi prisons, the Saudi 
authorities have never taken actions to 
control the epidemic in the facilities,” 
said Al-Karama.

The Al-Karama Organization called 
on the Saudi authorities to investigate 
the death of Ba Haneef and all the other 
recent fatalities that took place in Al-
Hayer prison connected with mistreat-
ment and lack of health care.

Abdurahman Barman, a lawyer at the 
National Organization for Defending 
Rights and Freedoms, known as HOOD, 
told the Yemen Times that Saudi au-
thorities deal with Yemeni detainees and 
prisoners with discrimination.

“There is discrimination against Ye-
meni detainees and prisoners in the Sau-
di prisons by the Saudi authorities unlike 
that is not felt against prisoners of other 
nationalities such as Philippinose, Paki-
stanis and Egyptians,” said Barman.

“I contacted a Yemeni prisoner who 
had a surgical operation and when he 
was brought out of the operations room, 
he fainted and at the same time he was 
chained to his bed. But his charge was 
not criminal, it was just personal dis-
agreement,” said the lawyer.

The number of Yemeni detainees and 

prisoners in Saudi prisons is large and 
increasing as Yemenis often enter the 
Saudi Arabia without passports, looking 
for work.

“Earlier, the Yemeni Minister of Hu-
man Rights stated that there are around 
900 Yemeni prisoners in Saudi Arabia, 
however this number is not accurate 
since the flowing of Yemenis who travel 
to Saudi Arabia without passports is on 
rise,” Barman explained.

The HOOD Organization calculated 
the number of Yemeni prisoners in 
Abha’a prison and found that there are 
between 400 to 600 prisoners.

In Al-Tayf prison also there are around 
66 Yemeni prisoners and in the Jeddah 
deporting prison about 80 prisoners, ac-
cording to the lawyer.

The lawyer also said about 88 Yemeni 
detainees in Al-Qaseem prison who have 
been detained without trial as part of the 
'war on terrorism'.

“The lack of health care and mistreat-
ment by Saudi authorities against Ye-
meni prisoners violates Islamic law and 
international law,” said the lawyer. 

The lawyer urged the Saudi authori-
ties to recognize the fraternal, Islamic 
and neighboring relations and mutual 
interests between the two countries. He 
called upon the authorities to treat Ye-
meni prisoners and detainees in their 
land according to Islamic law. 

In 1982, Saudi Arabia signed an inter-
national resolution about medical ethics 
that commits the signatories to provid-
ing prisoners healthcare of the same 
quality that is afforded to those who are 
not detained.

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam 

SA’ANA, Nov. 1 — A Yemeni Defense 
Ministry’s official source spoke about 
great victories achieved by the army in 
various fighting fronts; particularly in 
the Malahidh district, northwest of 
Sa’ada city and the Amran governor-
ate’s Harf Sufyan district. This came as 
both parties trade accusations of target-
ing of civilians. 

“The military units carried out suc-
cessful offensives against the main 
strongholds of Houthi fighters in areas 
and farmlands near the Maqash district, 
as well as in Mahadhir and Al Amar 
areas, during which Houthis suffered 
heavy losses, and several of them were 
killed in their trenches,” Yemen News 
Agency, Saba, quoted the source as say-
ing. 

The same source added that other 
Houthi gunmen faced heavy losses too, 
as they were trying to sneak into the 
areas of Dhahr Al-Himar, Jabal 
Al-Khazan and Jabal Al-Masfouh, as 
well as Jaraeb, Qalaa and Hasama. 

He added, “The military and security 
units thwarted an attempt of Houthis in 
Harf Sufyan to sneak into a strategic 
military position in Qarn Demam, forc-
ing them to flee.”

 
Child abuse

“Security personnel caught a child 
under age 10 who was used by Houthis 
to supply them with explosives and 
ammunition,” the military source said. 
“Caught up at Bab Al-Yemen in the old 
Sanaa city, the child was carrying 20 
mine detonators, plus electric wires usu-
ally used for exploding mines and gre-
nades…This is clear evidence of the 
horrible child abuse practiced by 
Houthis.”

From their side, Houthis accused the 
government air forces of killing 32 
civilians and injuring another 15 in an 
aerial strike on Thursday against the 
Qarn village in Razih district, which 
Houthis took over a few days ago. 

This is the second airstrike against 
civilians after around 88 people were 
killed last September in a similar strike 
on a makeshift camp for the internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in Harf 
Sufyan.

According to a recent statement by 
Houthis, the Qarn village faced seven 
air raids during the daytime on 
Thursday, destroying homes with occu-
pants inside. “Many families are still 
under the rubble,” the statement said. 

Humanitarian situation 

The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 
announced that an unknown number of 
IDPs were killed or injured when con-
frontations between army personnel and 
Houthi supporters took place near their 
camp, northwest of Sa’ada on 
Thursday. 

The Geneva-headquartered UN agen-
cy released a statement on Friday say-
ing “an unknown number of IDPs were 
killed and wounded during an exchange 
of fire between government troops and 
Houthis in their area of displacement on 
Oct. 29. 

The victims belong to a group of 
some 500 internally displaced people 
(IDPs) who found shelter in the Sam 
camp on the outskirts of Sa'ada city – 
one of the two remaining IDP camps in 
the troubled town, according to the 
statement. 

According to sketchy information 
from Sa'ada, a rocket or a mortar round 
landed in the camp, killing and wound-
ing the IDPs, women and children 
among them, the agency reported in its 

website. UNHCR continued, “as the 
conflict enters the fourth month with no 
signs of abating, the latest incident adds 
urgency to UNHCR's repeated appeals 
for a ceasefire and opening of humani-
tarian corridors in northern Yemen that 
would allow civilians to leave the con-
flict zone and enable humanitarian 
workers to deliver much needed aid to 
thousands of IDPs in this remote part of 
the country. This remains a top priority 
for UNHCR.” 
Dialogue 

The Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) urged 
both conflicting sides to stop the war, 
which they described as “futile”, and 
called for a comprehensive national dia-
logue, including all the political parties 
and groups in Yemen, to bring effective 
solutions to the ongoing fighting. 

The opposition alliance, comprised of 
6 major parities, is of the opinion that 
dialogue is the most effective option to 
deal with escalating political crises in 
Yemen. 

On a side note, the U.S. 
Administration called on Yemeni gov-
ernment and Houthis to respect the 
ceasefire deal reached in Qatar in 2008, 
and remained committed to principles 
of the International Humanitarian Law. 

Spokesperson for the US State 
Department, Ayan Kelly, said that 
“Washington is concerned about the 
humanitarian situation in Yemen,” call-
ing parties to the conflict to coordinate 
safe corridors for delivery of assistance 
to the displaced. 

Regarding trials of Houthi support-
ers, the State Security Court on Saturday 
sentenced 8 Houthis – arrested during 
last year’s clashes with the army in Bani 
Heshaish district, some 30 km east of 
Sana’a – to death. Another 15 Houthi 
loyalists faced jail terms ranging from 3 
to 12 years.

Warring parties trade 
accusations amid ongoing clashes

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

For the Yemen Times 

SANA'A, Oct. 29 — The sentencing 
of two Yemeni journalists this week by 
the  Press Court was met with resent-
ment amongst journalists and human 
right activists and was welcomed by 
officials. 

The Press Court on Saturday sen-
tenced to jail the managing editor of 
an independent newspaper - a colum-
nist for libeling President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh.

Samir Jubran was given a one-year 
suspended sentence and banned from 
running the Al-Masdar newspaper for 
one year, while Munir Al-Marawi, who 
is a columnist and has a fixed column at 
the same newspaper, was given a two-
year sentence and banned journalism 
lastingly.     

Al-Marawi, who lives in the United 
States, is not expected to serve his sen-
tence, as he is writing for American me-
dia outlets.  

He and Jubran were found guilty of 
insulting the Yemeni President Saleh 
after the newspaper published articles 
titled "Weapons of Mass Destruction" 
criticizing harshly the policies by which 
the President  handles the country and 
accusing him of corruption. 

Samir Jubran told Yemen Times "the 
sentence is too harsh, of course. It has 
illegal dimensions, as it prevents me 
to be publisher of newspapers, which 
I own, as well as it prevents me from 
engaging in the editorial. We appeal the 

verdict," 
Hamdi AlBukari, the head of the 

Legal Committee in the Yemeni Jour-
nalists Syndicate deplored the ruling 
"This sentence shocked journalists. It is 
inconsistent with the Constitution, does 
not guarantee a minimum of freedom of 
opinion and expression. It also violates 
the Constitution through the confisca-
tion to be publishers and editors," he 
added.

 The sentence on Saturday came after 
the completion of investigations, con-
ducted by the Press and Publications 
Prosecution,  with  Jubran,  on issues 
related to the situation in the south, 

which undergoes unrests and calls for 
separation.  

The Prosecution accused him of 
harming the independence of Yemen 
and the higher interest of the nation and 
inciting armed rebellion

 As for his part, the Undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Legal Affairs, Mamoun 
Al-Shami, stated that the President has 
developed an ideal model for all state 
officials ,when he resorted to the court. 

The verdicts were handed down by a 
special court set up last May, based on a 
suggestion from the Yemeni Minister of 
Justice  Ghazi Al- Aghbari, to deal with 
alleged press abuses.

Samir Jubran talks to the media after the verdict. ỲT PHOTO: Sadeq Àl-
Wesabi

Yemeni journalists get jail time



Culture of Peace "Online" Cam-
paign
Listen Culture of Peace "Online" Cam-
paign Live on Yomak Horya (@ Radio 
Horytna.Net) Tuesday 27 October 2009 
from 12.30 till 2.30 Pm Cairo Local 
TIme (CLT) - 10.30 - 2.30 PM (GMT) 
on Yomak Horya Program
http://www.wupy.org/peaceda
Yomak Horya Program will host WupY 
Culture of Peace Online Campaign on 
Tuesday 27 October 2009 to talk about 
the Campaign and show the full report 
of the campaign for the first time on 
Radio
Yomak Horya Will Host:
Amira Sobeih / Campaign Coordinator 
Abdullah Mosaad / WupY General Co-
ordinator

How to listen to Radio Horytna
Log on to: http://www.horytna.net
Press on "Listen to Radio"

You Can Leave your comment in 
Horytna website (www.horytna.
net) or on Program Facebook Group 
(http://www.facebook.com/group.
php?gid=86501032885)

E-JUST: MSc and PhD Scholarships
Egypt-Japan University of Science and 
Technology (E-JUST) invites appli-
cants of engineering and science majors 
to apply for MSc and Phd programs for 
Spring 2010 enrollment. (see attach-
ment)
Three orientation sessions will be held 
in Egypt at: 
Alexandria University 
10:30 AM – 12:00 Noon 
Sunday, October 25, 2009 
Hall 27, Administration Building – Fac-
ulty Engineering 
 
Ain Shams University 

11:00 AM – 12:30 PM
Tuesday, October 27, 2009 
200 – 250 P - Convention Center – 
Guest House 
 
Assuit University 
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Saturday, October 31, 2009 
Conference Hall 
 
For further information: 
www.ejust.edu.eg 
or join our Facebook Group on:  
http:/ /www.facebook.com/group.
php?gid=189874450099

Vacancy Announcement: Executive 
Director, Young People We Care
Are you confident, interested in youth 
development, and willing to work with 
young people? Do you have an inter-
est in promoting the concerns of young 
people? Do you want to help inspire 
young people to take positive action?
A challenging opportunity has arisen 
as a result of our Executive Director’s 
temporary leave of absence. We are 
therefore please to advertise a vacancy 
for an Acting Executive Director.
The overarching objective of the job is 
to take overall responsibility for leading 
and co-coordinating YPWC's activities. 
The Acting Executive Director will pro-
vide strong leadership to YPWC's team 
of staff and volunteers, as well as man-
age resources to ensure that the imple-
mentation of programmes meets the re-
quired objectives within the agreed time 
and budget frames. They will act under 
the direct supervision of the Board of 
Directors and Advisory Board.

Roles and Responsibilities
The Acting Executive Director will be 
expected to take on the following roles 
and responsibilities:
Initiating and developing resourc-
ing strategies, management practice 
and  thematic projects related to youth;
Planning, reviewing and monitoring 
work linked to youth, migration,  envi-
ronment and development and writing 
concept notes/funding proposals;

Working and networking with local, re-
gional and continental  partners;
 Representing YPWC in different fo-
rums at  policy levels and providing 
leadership;
Submission, on time, of narrative mis-
sion and quarterly reports that support 
financial statements;
Delegation of authority and roles to staff 
and volunteer members of the team;
Other terms and conditions of employ-
ment will apply.
 
Key Competencies/Qualifications 
The successful candidate will have:
A minimum education of undergraduate 
degree in Social Sciences or Business 
Administration
• Programme design and proposal writ-
ing skills
• Good fundraising skills
• Research skills
• Report-writing skills
• Excellent financial management skills
• Proven high level of analytical skills
• Ability to work independently with 
minimal supervision and with a proac-
tive attitude
• Good team player and ability to de-
velop a sound working relationship 
with colleagues of different cultural and 
professional backgrounds;
• Fluent in English and able to com-
municate clearly both verbally and in 
writing
• Knowledge of youth and development 
issues is a plus.
 
Duty Post, Duration and Fee
The eight month assignment will be 
based in Kumasi, Ghana. 
The position will start on Monday 4th 
December 2009, although this is open 
to negotiation if required. This part-
time position is voluntary, meaning the 
successful candidate will NOT be paid 
a monthly salary. However, project and 
organisational related expenditure will 
be catered for.

How to Apply
If you feel you have the required skills 
and competences to handle the position, 
please send your CV and a cover letter 

to vip@ypwc.org on or by 15th Novem-
ber 2009. 
Applications received after this date 
will not be considered. Only shortlisted 
candidates will be contacted for inter-
view.
For more information about YPWC 
please visit: www.ypwc.org
Stars of Hope Society 

 
Volunteer Newsletter & Web Content 
Coordinator
A Palestinian Organization for the 
Empowerment of Women with Dis-
ability is currently seeking a Volunteer 
Newsletter & Web Content Coordinator 

who would invest a few hours a week 
managing the content of the website 
(www.starsofhope.org) & editing the 
newsletter. Content managing may in-
clude posting articles, reports, pictures 
and notes on the web, etc, and editing 
the content of the web, and summariz-
ing reports. 
 
NOTE: Volunteer’s work would be 
properly acknowledged by a profes-
sional reference letter, with a possibility 
of a financial award. 
Interested applicants should submit 
their resume to info@starsofhope.org, 
and cc mjrasha@gmail.com before 3pm 
on Saturday- October 31, 2009
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The first place prize for the 
social work projects in which 
21 operators of MTN 
International in 21 countries 
are competition for every 
year goes again to MTN 
Yemen. The overall CEO 
prize for best initiative went 
to MTN Yemen, along with a mone-
tary award of USD 100,000 which 
will be dedicated to charity purpos-
es.

By this, MTN Yemen won the 
MTN Group’s Shield for its 21-day 
social care campaign called the “21 
Days of Y’ello Care program” which 
is an opportunity for employees to 
directly contribute to the communi-
ties in which they live and work. 

MTN Yemen has carried out 32 
social projects throughout the year in 
various governorates around the 
republic. More than 800 employees 
of the company volunteered to carry-
out field work and social charity 
across tens of social projects.

The MTN 21-days social work 

campaign included the inau-
guration of several projects 
such as MTN Cancer labora-
tory and MTN Free Clinic in 
Ibb, Kidney dialysis and can-
cer unit at Al-Tahwra General 
Hospital in Sana’a, Al-Zahra 
Medical Project in Hodeidah 

and providing Al-Tahadi Association 
for disabled women with a medium 
size bus for transport. 

The campaign program included 
service oriented campaign projects 
and awareness events s for: cleaning 
mosques, anti tobacco world day, 
collecting clothes for poor people, 
open day for orphans, cancer patients 
donation, greening parks and public 
places, elderly care, historic and tour-
ist places maintenance, paving sports 
fields and painting old schools.

Over 93 percent of MTN staff par-
ticipated in the social work campaign 
and 800 staff filled the events with 
enthusiasm and high spirits wanting 
to do social services to their commu-
nity.

MTN wins first place for social 
work for the second year in a row
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By Judith Spiegel
For the Yemen Times 

Right there, behind that 
small iron door in this 
dusty street in one of 
Sana’s poor outskirts 
lives Fazea. The bare 

concrete walls are adorned with a 
few plastic bags, which contain her 
belongings. The floor is covered 
with three thin mattresses. The shack 
smells of poverty and sadness. Here, 
Fazea tries to survive with five of her 
seven children.   

Fazea did not always live in these 
circumstances. She was forced 
to flee from her village when her 
husband raped their then 10-year 
old daughter. At first Fazea did not 
believe her daughter when she said 
that her father was raping her. Fazea 
beat the girl with a hot spoon, and 
the abuse could thus go on for six 
months. Finally, Fazea realized that 
her daughter was telling the truth. 
Soon after that, her husband, who 
works for the army, started to beat 
the whole family. 

Fazea, who cannot read or write, 
took her children and left her house 
and family. She ran from one place 
to another. Everywhere she went, 
her husband managed to find her and 
beat her once more. The poor room 
she now lives in was found with the 
help of a kind police officer- one of 
the few people she met who actually 
tried to help her. This cannot be said 
of her own family, who refused to 
support her in her much needed 
divorce. 

The few others that are trying to 
help Fazea are human rights lawyer 
Linda Mohammed and human rights 
activist Mogib Hassan. They say: 
“When Fazea went to the sheikh of her 
village to ask for a divorce, her family 

told her that if she would divorce, 
they would never want to see her or 
her children again. Because socially, 
a woman can not live on her own, 
she needs the support of the family. 
A few of Fazea’s family members 
threatened to kill her because she 
caused so much shame.”

Fazea persisted, and went through 
with the divorce. For her, being on her 
own was preferable to the ongoing 
abuse. Strangely, her husband had 
already divorced her a few times (by 

the out-of-court divorce that only men 
are able to initiate), but whenever she 
asked him to sign the divorce papers, 
he refused. According to Linda, he 
did this to annoy Fazea. Finally, 
Fazea got her divorce through court.     

We visited Fazea to see how she 
is doing. Fazea is not doing so well. 
Being a divorced woman, living on 
her own with her children, life did not 
become easier. Her raped daughter 
was put into an orphanage by court 
order, where she now suffers serious 

mental health problems. Her family 
does not want to see her children 
anymore, and her husband still 
manages to find her here. 

Linda Mohammed and Mogib 
Hassan: “She could only go back 
to her family if she would leave 
her children behind with the father. 
That’s the social rule, not the legal 
rule. Legally, she should be entitled 
to live with her children, and her 
husband is even held to support them 
financially. However, in practice, this 

law cannot be enforced. In reality, it 
is up to him. “Obviously, Fazea did 
not want to leave her children with 
her husband. Her husband does not 
give them any financial support. Her 
children now collect plastic bottles 
in the streets to make some sort of 
living. The oldest son works in a little 
shop in the street.” Linda and Mogib 
help her out whenever they can. 

For a while, it is peaceful in 
Fazea’s house. The older children 
cuddle their little baby sister who 
was born here in this house. They 
suck their lollypops with great 
concentration and smile happily. 
Outside, there are sounds of playing 
children. It is almost like a normal 
family life, a poor but normal family 
life. Until stones start hitting the iron 
door. None of the family members 
seems surprised. They are used to 
this behavior in the neighborhood. 
The message is clear: they want her 
out. For them, Fazea is nothing but 
a prostitute, living there without 
a husband, and with her children. 
Threats, violence, and poverty have 
become a permanent fixture in the 
lives of Fazea and her children. 

There was a time, not so long ago, 
when Fazea’s 10-year old son was 
missing for three days. Fazea finally 
saw him in the marketplace, being 
dragged behind a collapsed building 
by a young man. Fazea, knowing 
something was very wrong, started 
to scream. Her son was saved from 
another round of sexual abuse, like 
he suffered from before. When she 
asked her son how this could happen, 
he replied “for some breakfast.” 
Fazea is strangely relaxed about this, 
as if one can absorb only so many 
abuses in one’s family life. 

Linda Mohammed and Mogib 
Hassan: “The neighborhood knows 
Fazea’s story. They blame the mother 

for it. They think she is a ‘loose 
woman’. This is how it socially 
is here. They do not distinguish 
between victim and perpetrator. In 
fact, the neighborhood now thinks 
that it can abuse the whole family.” 

Unfortunately, Fazea’s case is not 
unique, although Linda and Mogib 
admit that it is a striking one. “Things 
like this happen repeatedly. It is 
because of how people are brought 
up. Everything is done within the 
family to suit the men. The women 
in the family, who may understand 
what it is like to loose your children 
or the support of your family, have 
no say.”

When we leave, the neighborhood 
makes it very clear that our presence, 
like Fazea’s, is not wanted. Children 
bang on the sides of the car, open 
the doors and throw stones at the 
windows. With a smashed rear 
window we leave Fazea behind in her 
hostile surroundings. She is an outcast 
for being the victim of violence, who 
therefore again faces violence. Until 
Fazea finds a sheltered place to live 
with her family, this is not likely to 
change soon. 

According to the latest numbers 
of a not-yet published survey done 
in 2008 by the Women Research and 
Training Centre in Aden University 
in Yemen, more than 40% of women 
and girls are subject to various forms 
of violence including physical, 
psychosocial and sexual violence. 
As to possible reasons, the World 
Bank states in a report from 2009 
that conflict and economic strain 
may lead to the strengthening of 
restricting socio-cultural practices. 
It may also create conditions for 
increased domestic violence, and 
harmful traditional practices, sexual 
exploitation, and abuse, both in urban 
and rural areas of Yemen.
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Being an outcast for…. for what actually?
JUST ANOTHER DAY IN THE CAPITAL (3)

Fazea and her children.
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Many countries hold elections. 
Even when these are not rigged, 
they tend to cement the old patron-
clientele relations in a new grab. 
The reason is that the people in 
power use their connections (and 
state funds, media, bureaucracy, 
etc.) to achieve the election results 
they want. The result is that they 
create docile parliaments. Elections 
thus end up enabling those in 
power to hold on to it.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Words of Wisdom

OUR 

OPINION

According to sources, ten days ago some 
young men from the new university 
neighborhood on Dairi Street blocked 
traffic for about six hours, demanding water 
and cooking gas. According to a second 

hand source, which is a friend of a friend, whose son 
was either part of the protest or knew someone who was 
part of the protest, (is this reporting?) after six hours, the 
local authority brought water and gas to the families. As 
a journalist, I was very intrigued with this story-although 
suspicious about the facts that I could not verify yet. The 
way our society works, for all I know, it could have been 
five teenagers blocking the street for ten minutes. 

It is the same with the alleged number of swine flu 
victims. By the time the news reached my aunt in her 
village, the number had multiplied by five, and half of 
the reported cases “according to her sources” had died.  
Regardless of the details of the road blocking incident, 
if it is true, this would be a sign of a popular movement 
and people’s demand for better services. This demand was 
short lived, since the people are quiet today, and no other 
neighborhood has done anything similar. 

A friend from the West said that Yemenis don’t act for 
bettering their lives, because they are probably chewing 
their way to the future. I do blame qat for the passiveness 
of Yemeni society towards its own needs, but I blame the 
media more. The Yemeni media, whether state-run or 
private, has done nothing to create a public opinion and to 
represent the community’s demands in its mediums. 

Many times, it even does the opposite through 
highlighting topics that are far off from what the people 
should be talking about and diverting the attention from 
the real issues. The problem with creating a public opinion 
in Yemen is that it can’t be done through blogs, which is 
what is happening in Egypt- because only a small fraction 
of the community has online access. Even written media 
is not that effective, because it does not have much 
credibility. Perhaps the only newspaper in Yemen that 
did have influence on the street was Al-Ayam newspaper, 
which was based in Aden. 

Even that sole example, the closest we had to 
community or citizen journalism has disappeared because 
our authorities just could not handle it. There is so much 
that the media can do if it only put its act together and 
puts the people’s best interest at heart. The media can 
work with religious leaders, and together they can create a 
peaceful public movement and help decision makers feel 
the pulse of the street. In Ukraine, the Orange Revolution 
was triggered by media and citizen journalists. 

A small television station, Channel 5, had been bought 
by members of the opposition to promote an independent 
view on Ukrainian politics. Although Channel 5 was only 
available to 30% of the population, the station became well 
known for its alternative view on domestic affairs. Not 
only that, but new media such as blogs and mobile news 
helped create change in that country. The Internet allowed 
for the creation of a space for the dissenting opinions of 
‘citizen journalists’ in an otherwise self-censored media 
environment. 

Moreover, pro-democracy activists used the convergence 
of mobile phones and the Internet to coordinate a wide 
range of activities including election monitoring and large-
scale protests. In Georgia, Rustavi-2, a private TV station 
lobbied the masses to the streets for the peaceful Rose 
Revolution. The people watched the broadcast on their 
TVs, which were connected to car batteries because of the 
frequent blackouts. Rustavi 2 was the main mass media 
source used as a tribune by the opposition leaders during 
the Rose Revolution in November, 2003.  I am not asking 
Yemeni media to lead a similar revolution, but the least we 
can do is have interest in our own community and what our 
readers really want to and should know about.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Taking interest in 
our community

COMMON SENSE

One of the most 
p h e n o m e n a l 
characteristics of 
Islam is that it is 
indeed a universal 

message and its adherents have 
an understandably strong affinity 
(a feeling of fraternal association) 
towards each other that is perhaps 
unequalled by any other form of 
religious human cohesiveness.  An 
English historian (and politician) 
once remarked that one of the most 
peculiar things about Islam is that it could go down to the bottom 
of the pit in terms of taking on a respectable prominence in this 
world.  However, and all of a sudden, one is bound to see the 
Moslem World rebound back into a robust and powerful culture 
that takes on the banner of Islam to new heights of cultural and 
economic progress.  This would be in addition to a healthy and 
viable display of an international movement that has a strong 
influence in the affairs of humankind in all spheres of human 
development.  Unfortunately many people, who have never 
taken a close and objective look at Islam tend  to view Islam 
as merely being a religious movement that is prone to violence, 
materialist plunder and voluptuous harems as Hollywood and 
many misinformed or prejudiced historians or chroniclers tend 
to picture this most dynamic of all spiritual inclinations.  One 
is not interested in delving into the background causes of the 
current pitiful state of the Moslem World, while not ignoring 
that Moslems are not entirely free from any responsibility for the 
sorry state the Nation of Islam is in.  On the latter, it is pathetically 
sad that many Moslems, as individuals as well as states, have 
forgotten that they themselves are actually causing great harm 
to their nation, either by outright acquiescence to foreign powers 
or out of their poor comprehension of the expectations that come 
with belonging to the universal Nation of Islam.  Mainstream 
Moslems of the world have become appalled by the behavior 
of the many Moslem (and especially Arab Governments) as 
the latter worked diligently to kill the institutionalization of 
mainstream Islam in all its sectoral manifestations.  They also 
fail to understand why many Moslem leaders actually seek to 
distance their constituencies from a proper understanding of their 
own faith.  They either have introduced horrendous distortions of 
the religious principles that have always put Islam in the forefront 
of modern theological and dogmatic human attachments.  They 
are of course not doing this for any misunderstanding of their 
religion.  They are quite aware that had they are vulnerable 
if their constituencies were to enjoy the appropriate civil 
liberties and human rights now deemed standard of all modern 
progressive nations.  One should not be misled by the Taliban or 
Wahhabi renditions, which have tended erroneously to capture 
media attention, more because of their bizarre heresies and 
misinterpretation of the very progressive social implications of 
the message delivered by the Prophet Mohammed (PABAUH) 
some fourteen hundred years ago.  Notwithstanding the lip 
service most current Moslem Governments try to project to show 
their attachment to the religion of Islam, the truth of the matter 
is that their application of Moslem teachings, on the social front 
leave a lot to be desired.

The current display of strong Moslem states like Iran, Turkey, 
Malaysia and belatedly Pakistan of efforts to bring back the 
Moslem World to its rightful place in guiding this world to a 
better climate of human cohesion and international justice and 
equal opportunities for all inhabitants of this planet (as well as 
non-Moslems) is very inspiring and healthy indeed.  The observer 
could not escape from noticing that there are indications that all 
hope is not lost for the Moslems of the world and the rest of 
humanity, who have been left out of the vast progress that has 
been made in most of the significant fields that can bring greater 
well being and prosperity to all people of the world.  

It is understandable why Turkey should do the only possible 
thing to save its face and keep its international stature, especially 
with the leading players in the European Union simply not 
finding it acceptable for Turkey to be regarded as one of their 
peers.  The former have sought to put every obstacle to keep 
Turkey from joining this agglomeration of modern nations and 
now Turkey rightfully turned to the Moslem World for a better 
chance at expanding its economic and political prospects.  The 
experience of Turkey as the leader of the Moslem World and 
holder of the Caliphate for four hundred years would certainly 
enrich the prospects for all the Moslem World to come out of 
their subservience to the Western masters of their governments.  
To follow a greater course of independence would certainly be 
welcome by most Moslems of the world and sooner or later, 
most Moslem constituencies would get on the bandwagon.  Iran 
has shown that it can be done and no matter what obstacles and 
hindrances a Moslem nation faces, as it seeks to become set on a 
proper course of development, as long as one plays by the book, 
the barriers can easily be overcome.  

For sure this is causing great worry in Israel, but then again 
so what?

Peace and Blessings of Allah be Upon Him
 ___________________

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and 
journalist for more than 20 years. He may be blogged at:
http://com-senfromyem.blogspot.com/

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

By: Hamid
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By: Brian O'Neill 

Yemen, an ancient and 
remote place, has 
long been ignored 
by the media. Its 
oceans, deserts and 

mountains have greeted potential 
conquerors with hostility, and its 
confused and confusing politics 
have kept journalists at bay. Even 
to dedicated scholars of and in the 
Arab world, Yemen has been an 
exotic place. 

But recently, the convulsions 
driven by an inexorable pull of 
history have captured the attention 
of journalists, politicians and 
scholars. Frequently immune to 
history, Yemen is isolated no more. 

The reasons why are known to 
anyone with a browsing familiarity 
with the daily papers. Yemen is 
currently being wrenched by three 
revolutions, independent of each 
other but with a common theme: 
the central government is more than 
illegitimate – it is antithetical to the 
nature and history of Yemen. 

The rebellions are the Houthi 
revolt in the north, the southern 
secessionist movement and the 
pervasive threat of a reconstituted 
Al-Qaeda. Without delving too 
deeply into history, each one is 
based on a series of decisions and 
indecisions flowing from Yemen’s 
separate revolts against imamate 
and colonialism, its unification and 
its civil war. 

The north, roughly, feels that 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh’s 
approximation of republicanism is 
an affront to Yemen’s monarchial, 
decentralized rule, and southerners 
broadly feel colonized in their own 
country. 

Al-Qaeda, of course, feels that 
any ruler not following its strict 
laws is an apostate and a traitor. 
These are the themes being played 
out in Yemen, set tragically against 
the jagged backdrop of economic 
collapse and ecological ruin.

The Houthi rebellion has 
been the one grabbing the most 
attention since violence flared for 
the sixth time earlier this year. The 
government showed a disdain for 
subtlety, nicknaming its campaign 
Operation Scorched Earth. Though a 
ceasefire is in effect, the underlying 
grievances still remain. 

And while the war is rooted 
deeply in Yemeni history, many 

commentators have tried to paint 
it as proxy fight between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, the regional powers. 

The main thrust of the argument 
is that the rebels are Shiite Muslims 
and therefore supposedly kindred 
with the “ancient” revolutionaries 
running Iran, hence getting aid and 
comfort. 

And, of course, the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia opposes any attempt by 
Iran to impose its will in the region 
and certainly on the Peninsula. 

This ignores the fact that the Shiite 
Islam practiced by the Houthis is 
far removed from Iran’s Twelver 
theology (and is often referred to 
as the sixth school of Sunni Islam); 
it also ignores the long-standing 
enmity between Sanaa and Riyadh. 
And despite the picture Saleh 
attempts to present to the world, 
there is no evidence of Iranian 
interference. 

But his portrayal has been 
effective, and supposed Iranian 
mischief has been a reason why the 
world has largely turned a blind eye 
to the government’s scorched earth 
policy. In international relations, 
there is little shadow between 
perception and reality. 

The southern secessionist 
movement is a different animal. 
The world is concerned about 
Yemen fragmenting, and distaste for 
Marxist remnants is subsumed under 
the auspices of national unity. 

Were Yemen to split apart, aside 
from the historical failure of what 
was a rare political triumph in the 
Arab world, the Saleh government 
would lose major sources of revenue 
both in oil and from the large port 
of Aden. 

This would hasten its slide into 
failed state. And it would also be 
a perception loss for the West: an 
ostensible ally in the war against 
radical fundamentalism can’t be 
allowed to split apart. 

Al-Qaeda’s revolt is more 
immediately prominent in the 
international context. Though 
there is no evidence that displaced 
jihadists from the Afghanistan/
Pakistan region are regrouping in 
Yemen, it is indisputable that a 
powerful new franchise has broken 
ground in the Peninsula. 

The marriage between the Saudi 
and Yemeni branches of Al-Qaeda 
was essentially consummated in the 
failed attempt on the life of Saudi 
Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad 

bin Nayef. 
Though the attack was 

unsuccessful, it showed the patience, 
the cunning and the reach of the 
organization – a group with the 
intelligence and the manpower to 
carry out attacks in Saudi Arabia as 
well as on key shipping lanes around 
the Horn of Africa. The world is 
tied down in the AfPak conflict; Al-
Qaeda has almost free reign in the 
wilds of Yemen.

And that is the main importance, 
on a global political scale, of these 
rebellions. Yemen is poised on the 
brink of collapse, and the enemies 
of the Western world stand ready to 
take advantage. A strong and well-
funded government would have 
enormous difficulties dealing with 
these problems; Yemen is neither, 
and is therefore incapable. 

A failed state would be even more 
of a breeding ground and safe-haven 
for Al-Qaeda – even more than a 
dangerously distracted or over-
stretched state currently is. Were 
there no Al-Qaeda, the world might 
be able to treat Yemen’s internal 
convulsions as an unfortunate 
sideshow, like fighting between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan. That 
might not be moral, but it would be 
possible.

That luxury, though, is impossible. 
Yemen has been an important stop on 
trade routes and has given the world 
spices and stories and legends. But 
it has rarely played a decisive role 
in history. 

That is no longer the case. Were 
the global community to take the 
cheap and easy route of ignoring 
Yemen’s crumbling edifices, it 
would have to pay for it 10 times 
over in the near future. 

Yemen’s history may be exotic, 
its politics may be confusing and its 
present may be idiosyncratic, but it 
is unwillingly imposing its problems 
on the rest of the world. The world, 
in turn, has to be willing to adopt 
these problems. 
___________________ 
Brian O’Neill is a freelance 
writer based in Chicago. A former 
reporter and editor for the Yemen 
Observer, he currently co-runs 
the Yemen blog Waq al-Waq 
( is lamandinsurgencyinyemen.
blogspot.com). This commentary 
first appeared at bitterlemons-
international.org, an online 
newsletter.
Source: Daily Star

Iran and Turkey
(and maybe Pakistan, Malaysia, etc.):

Maybe the beginning of a new 
era for the Moslem World

The world can no longer afford to 
ignore Yemen's internal convulsions
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By: Abdulwahed Abdullah 

For the Yemen Times

The problem is not HIV, but 
the frightening images and 
discrimination that has 
made HIV patients lose 
their sense of stability. In 

this spirit, a discussion took place in 
a workshop titled "Transformational 
Leadership: Workshop on HIV Media 
Messaging" in Sana'a. 

Khalid, an HIV patient, told partici-
pant how he suffers from stigma and 
discrimination. He talked about discri-
mination in the medical sector. "When I 
declared to the doctors that my wife has 
HIV, more than one hospital refused to 
receive her when she was in labor. I 
and my wife were thrown out. The best 
solution was silence. Then she was ac-
cepted," said Khalid.

The stigma that accompanies HIV 
is one of the main causes of denial and 
silence, which makes the disease more 
dangerous for patients.

Media awareness:

The workshop was the first effort to rai-
se awareness in the Yemeni media in or-
der to break the silence to decrease the 
stigma and discrimination which will 
help to limit the spread of HIV. Prior 
to this workshop, there was an aware-
ness raising workshop for the religious 
leaders and parliament members by the 
UNDP team from Egypt and Yemen.

An HIV patient is a human being, 
and should not be judged. The colla-
boration of efforts makes limiting the 
spread of HIV easier. HIV can be trea-
ted but has no cure, just like diabetes 
and blood pressure.

Khalid, which is his nickname, is 
a young man. He showed up in front 
of media workers smiling and talking 
about his experience without shame. 
But he still fears the stigma so he did 
not reveal his name. He is an activist 
in a society of HIV patients in Sana'a. 
The first time he met other HIV patients 
he gained a sense of stability after years 
of loneliness without any moral or psy-

chological support.
The official number of HIV patients 

being treated in the national program 
for HIV control in Yemen is 233. But 
independent medical estimations indi-
cate that there are 23,000 patients.

Khalid takes the medication for free 
from the national program, which is 
supported by the World Health Organi-
zation. But the medication is sometimes 
unavailable which worries patients.

The reaction at the time of infection

Khalid talked about his family's reacti-
on when they heard about his infection. 
"When my relatives and the villagers 
knew, they were afraid of coming near 
me," he said. "My brother decided to 
get my mother out of the village to see 
me, but I came home to greet her and 
said to my brother that whoever visits 
me is welcome but I can't force anyone 
who doesn’t want to visit."

Khalid got the virus outside Yemen 
and he transmitted to his wife when he 

came back. The lecturer, Aamal Allam 
from Egypt, who is an activist in the 
UNDP, said that 80 percent of Arab wo-
men that get HIV are infected by their 
husbands who come from outside their 
country.

"Arab women were raised to obey 
their husbands and that stops her from 
asking their husbands to check his 
blood for the HIV and advise him to 
use a condom," she said.

She told participants "to raise the 
awareness of women regarding their 
rights and defending those rights in 
order to protect themselves and their 
families from disease."

UNDP team

The UNDP team from Egypt and Ye-
men participated in the lecture for the 
media workers. Dr. Fuad Al-Sabri, the 
head of the regional program for HIV 
in the Arab countries, Aamal Allam, 
the president of the youth and family 
department in the Sout Al-Arab radio 

station in Cairo, and two activists, Sha-
rif Abdulaziz and Ayman Ghali also 
participated.

Allam suffered accusations and ou-
trage when she started earlier to talk 
about HIV patients. 

The team presented, in several ses-
sions, lectures about the scientific ba-
sics of the HIV, efforts and challenges 
of combating the disease in Yemen, and 
HIV statistics in the Arab world. They 
also talked about sensitive issues in the 
Arab media like HIV and drugs.

They presented testimonies of HIV 
patients, how HIV is treated in Arabic 
journalism and blogs, the nature of 
drug addiction and its roots, and the 12 
steps program and the support groups 
for the most vulnerable groups. Docu-
mentaries were shown about Arab HIV 
patients, and cinema and HIV. Also, 
Khalid Abdulmajid and Kumar Sumar, 
the vice president of the UN develop-
mental office in Yemen presented a 
lecture about the role of the UNDP in 

managing the grant of the international 
fund to fight HIV.

  
Looking for the positive images in 

the media

The talk focused on ways to raise 
awareness of media workers so they 
can convey a positive image of HIV 
patients. It is not transmitted through 
kissing, hand shaking, or coming near 
patients. But it is transmitted through 
blood, semen, and vaginal secretions. 

Raising the awareness of the media 
workers, religious leaders and parlia-
ment members came after an increase 
of the HIV cases in Yemen in an unex-
pected way according to the develop-
mental program officials. One of the 
doctors, who didn’t want to mention his 
name, said that he found a great num-
ber of HIV patients among the young 
prostitutes. He said there is a large pro-
stitution network between the governo-
rates that spread the disease.

Another one said, without mentio-
ning his name, that a number of young 
people were found to have HIV when 
they applied for visa papers to travel 
abroad.

A documentary was displayed about 
a religions conference in Egypt in 2004 
in which leaders emphasized the huma-
nization of the HIV. It is not considered 
a curse from God. 

As shown in the documentary, 
Dr.Yousef Al-Qaradawi confirmed that 
adultery is a sin but if a person gets 
seduced by satin to commit it, then he 
should use a condom. The UN officials 
considered the documentary an effec-
tive way in presenting a more human 
image of HIV patients.

To show the human image of the 
HIV patients in the Arabic and interna-
tional cinema, two documentaries abo-
ut the HIV were shown. The first was 
produced by Harbas and called, "I love 
life- Compassion in Action- Noor." In 
the movie, Egyptian movie stars talked 
about people who have HIV. They pre-
sented an image of tolerance and com-
passion for HIV patients in a number of 
Arab countries.

In The Indian movie, "Blood Bro-
ther," the director shows two characters 
living with the HIV. One is falling 
apart and the other is coping with his 
disease.

Blood Brothers was directed by 
award-winning new wave director Vis-
hal Bhardwaj (Omkara) and stars Sidd-
hartha (Rang de Basanti) as a young 
man who gets a positive HIV diagnosis 
and allows his life to fall apart. Pankaj 
Kapoor plays his laconic doctor. Blood 
Brothers is one of four short dramatic 
films by cutting-edge Indian directors 
Mira Nair, Vishal Bhardwaj, Santosh 
Sivan and Farhan Akhtar that aim to 
dismantle myths and misconceptions 
about HIV/AIDS.

Politics and the HIV

There was a discussion in the work shop 
about the reasons behind the fact that 
some of the Arab governments hide the 
real numbers of the people who have 
the HIV. It was confirmed that there is 
no Arab official who dares to say the 
right number because that will cause 
panic, which will stop the government 
from limiting the disease.

Some of the Arab governments will 
not add to their economic suffering by 
giving the right numbers because then 
they might be obligated to offer treat-
ments, which is highly expensive and 
will affect tourism. For these reasons, 
hiding such information is considered a 
part of the national security.

To point out the negative role of the 
Arab governments in combating HIV, 
the lecturer, Amal Allam, said that all 
the Arab channels refused to show the 
Arabic movie while it was marketed to 
LBC.

Khalid, the HIV patient, considers 
his life to be improved today. He tal-
ked about his role as an HIV patient 
in the UN awareness team. He moves 
with them in their travels and takes his 
medication regularly. He expressed his 
happiness that his children are HIV 
free. And although the disease has pro-
gressed, his wife decided to stay with 
him until death.  
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Journalists can play an important role in countering AIDS-related stigma and discrimination. In Cairo, UNDP sup-

ported a training program to sensitize media professionals who report on HIV/AIDS

Yemeni HIV patients face the media
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By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Only few shops in Sana’a 
are dedicated to sell-
ing traditional Yemeni 
clothes. One of those 
is the Al-Shaik Shop 

for men’s traditional attire in Jamal 
Street, a shop that has been open for 
more than 12 years and has customers 
from as far as the United States, pur-
chasing their traditional clothes and 
keeping links with their identity. Um 
Essam came with her mother to buy 
some Shilan (traditional head scarves 

for men) for her sons who are living 
in the United States. She inspected the 
various items with an expert eye and 
decided on a couple of shilan, while 
her mother bargained over the price 
of the thoubs (a traditional –white, 
long one piece dress, worn by Yemeni 
men). 

“They want to remember who they 
are and show off during festivals or 
during the Friday prayer assembly,” 
said Um Essam talking about her 
sons in America. Apparently there are 
some shops there that sell Yemeni tra-
ditional clothes, but not “as good as 

the ones here”, this is why she buys 
them locally and sends them across 
half the world.

Not only do the Yemenis buy the 
traditional headwear, but also many 
foreigners like to do that. According 
to Abdu Hameed, a shopper, foreign-
ers used to enter shops and buy Yeme-
ni clothes, especially the traditional 
hats and headwear. 

“It was simple to put them on and 
even the women wore Yemeni men’s 
hats and shawls, it looked nice on 
them. Today foreigners don’t come to 
Yemen that much and if they do they 
don’t interact as they used to in the 
past. It seems they are afraid of us; it 
is a shame because we really enjoyed 
talking to them and it made us proud 
when they praised our traditional 
clothes. It also benefited the country 
as a whole through tourism,” he said 
regretting the decline in tourism to 
Yemen.

Yemenis from all over the coun-
try buy the traditional caps called 

“Kofiya” with or without the shawl 
which is called “Shal/ Shilan”, 
“Ghutra”,”Kashida”, “Mashada”  or 
even “Shumagh” according to area of 
Yemen which you come from. A nor-
mal shal is usually made of cotton.

Many Yemeni men especially the 
younger generations are starting to let 
go of this tradition in favor of west-
ern hats or going plain without any 

headwear. However, festivals and so-
cial occasions such as weddings and 
Friday prayers revive these traditional 
habits and most men take out their 
Kofiyas or shilan, that were forgotten 
all week, from the closet.

Warm areas such as in the coasts 
have different kinds of headwear. 
They are usually lighter because of the 
heat and many don’t wear the Kofiyas 

but rather wear straw hats.
There is no law that forbids people 

of different areas or status to buy the 
clothes of another group as such. Ac-
cording to Al- Duba’ai the lines be-
tween these various geographical and 
cultural regions are fading. The trick 
is being able to “carry it nicely,” he 
said.

Traditional headwear of Yemeni men: 

What’s in a man’s hat?
Not only are hats or headscarves a form of fashion and style, but 
they also carry a religious, social and even economic connota-
tion. In traditional Yemen, you can make out the sect, geographi-
cal orientation and social status, from what a man wears gener-
ally and especially from what he wears on his head. Although 
these costumes have become less popular with time, there are 
still those who preserve it as part of the local heritage.

There are other styles and colors, like the blue or light brown or pur-
ple	
�    kofiyas	
�    brought	
�    from	
�   Oman	
�    and	
�    these	
�    are	
�    usually	
�   worn	
�    by	
�    the	
�   
sheikhs	
�   or	
�   the	
�   scholars.	
�   “Sometimes	
�   you	
�   are	
�   forced	
�   to	
�   respect	
�   a	
�   man	
�   
based	
�   on	
�   the	
�   type	
�   of	
�    ‘kofiya’	
�   and	
�    ‘shal’	
�   he	
�   wears.	
�    It	
�    shows	
�   wealth,	
�   
knowledge or religious status,” explained Al-Sawani.

Yet	
�   the	
�   most	
�   expensive	
�   type	
�   is	
�   called	
�   “Zunjubari”	
�   in	
�   refer-
ence	
�   to	
�   Zanzibar	
�   in	
�   Africa.	
�   These	
�   carry	
�   bright	
�   colors	
�   and	
�   a	
�   
cap	
�   could	
�    reach	
�   a	
�   cost	
�   of	
�   USD	
�   50,	
�    compared	
�    to	
�    the	
�    three	
�   
dollars	
�   for	
�   the	
�   Yemeni	
�   one.	
�   According	
�   to	
�   Al-‐Dubai	
�   some	
�   Af-
rican	
�   kofiyas	
�   made	
�   in	
�   Comoros	
�   islands	
�   could	
�   cost	
�   up	
�   to	
�   400	
�   
Euros.

Other	
�   styles	
�   became	
�   popular	
�   with	
�   time	
�   and	
�   people	
�   
from	
�    Taiz	
�    started	
�    wearing	
�    more	
�    colorful	
�    kofiyas	
�   
which	
�    were	
�    imported	
�    from	
�   Asia	
�    especially	
�    Indo-
nesia.	
�   These	
�   caps	
�   are	
�   higher	
�   and	
�   more	
�   expensive	
�   
than the local plain ones. 

The	
�   Kofiya	
�   or	
�   the	
�   Yemeni	
�   traditional	
�   cap	
�   is	
�   usually	
�   pure	
�   white,	
�   or	
�   white	
�   with	
�   
golden	
�   embroidery.	
�   The	
�   latter	
�   is	
�   worn	
�   by	
�   the	
�   Buhra	
�   religious	
�   sect	
�   of	
�   Haraz	
�   
area. 
 

Moreover,	
�    the	
�    traditional	
�    cap	
�    is	
�    no	
�    higher	
�    than	
�    6	
�   
cms	
�   in	
�   height	
�   and	
�   is	
�   known	
�   as	
�   “Kofiyat	
�   Al-‐Faqeeh”,	
�   
in	
�   reference	
�   to	
�   Bait	
�   Al-‐Faqieh	
�   in	
�   Hodeidah,	
�   where	
�   it	
�   
was	
�   originally	
�   made.

The	
�   most	
�    expensive	
�   
shilan are the Kash-
miri	
�    ones	
�    because	
�   
they	
�    are	
�    not	
�    just	
�   
beautifully	
�    hand-
made	
�    from	
�    the	
�    fin-
est wool, they are 
also	
�   light	
�   and	
�   warm.	
�   
They are also called 
“Turma”	
�    and	
�    are	
�   
usually red in color.
“There is this expen-
sive	
�   type	
�   of	
�   Kashmiri	
�   
‘shal’	
�   that	
�   passes	
�   the	
�   
‘ring	
�   test’.	
�   The	
�   price	
�   
of	
�   this	
�   could	
�   reach	
�   a	
�   
thousand dollars,” 
added	
�    Al-‐	
�    Duba’ai.	
�   
The ring test is when 
you	
�   can	
�   pull	
�   a	
�   ‘shal’	
�   
smoothly	
�    through	
�    a	
�   
‘ring’,	
�   without	
�   it	
�   be-
ing stuck or getting 
wrinkled.

	
�   The	
�   design	
�   in	
�   the	
�   shilan’s	
�   print	
�   indicates	
�   where	
�   the	
�   person,	
�   wearing	
�   it,	
�   is	
�   
from.	
�   The	
�   most	
�   common	
�   design	
�   is	
�   the	
�   perpendicular	
�   squares	
�   or	
�   triangles	
�   or	
�   
a	
�   zigzag	
�   print	
�   that	
�   are	
�   paced	
�   at	
�   fixed	
�   distances	
�   across	
�   the	
�   shawl,	
�   expect	
�   at	
�   
the	
�   edges.	
�   These	
�   shawls	
�   are	
�   known	
�   as	
�   the	
�   Palestinian	
�   shals	
�   if	
�   they	
�   are	
�   black	
�   
and	
�   white	
�   or	
�   the	
�   Jordanian	
�   if	
�   they	
�   are	
�   red.	
�   Both	
�   colors	
�   usually	
�   referred	
�   to	
�   as	
�   
Ghutra	
�   and	
�   are	
�   worn	
�   in	
�   Sana’a,	
�   Taiz	
�   and	
�   Aden	
�   but	
�   not	
�   in	
�   the	
�   other	
�   areas.

The	
�   shilan	
�   of	
�   the	
�   nomad	
�   
areas such as Al-Ghaidha 
in	
�    Shabwa	
�    usually	
�    have	
�   
an	
�    extension	
�    at	
�    all	
�    four	
�   
corners	
�    of	
�    the	
�    shal.	
�   
Those shilan are usually 
painted in strong colors 
such as bright green, 
brown and purple and 
have	
�    very	
�    specific	
�    em-
broidery at the edges.

“The	
�   fashion	
�   these	
�   days	
�   is	
�   white	
�   shilans	
�   with	
�   little	
�   embroidery	
�   at	
�   the	
�   edg-
es,”	
�   explains	
�   Dawood	
�   Al-‐Duba’ai	
�   co-‐owner	
�   of	
�   the	
�   Shaik	
�   shop.	
�   Fashion	
�   does	
�   
not	
�   only	
�   dictate	
�   color	
�   it	
�   also	
�   determines	
�   price	
�   and	
�   wearing	
�   styles.	
�   	
�   

There	
�    are	
�    two	
�    kinds	
�    of	
�   
shilan	
�    when	
�    it	
�    comes	
�    to	
�   
size	
�    and	
�    wearing	
�    style.	
�   
The regular one is the one 
worn on the head and this 
is	
�    usually	
�    a	
�    square	
�   of	
�   110	
�   
cms	
�   side	
�   length.	
�   The	
�   “Lah-
fa”	
�   is	
�   longer	
�   and	
�   generally	
�   
heavier	
�   because	
�   it	
�    is	
�   used	
�   
to	
�    keep	
�    the	
�    body	
�    warm	
�   
as it is wrapped around 
the shoulders. The shal 
is	
�    usually	
�    made	
�    of	
�    cotton	
�   
(except	
�    the	
�    Kashmiri	
�    one	
�   
which	
�    is	
�    made	
�    of	
�    wool)	
�   
while	
�   the	
�   Lahfa	
�   is	
�   a	
�   mix	
�   of	
�   
cotton	
�   and	
�   wool.	
�   A	
�   “lahfa”	
�   
is	
�   a	
�   rectangular	
�   piece	
�   180	
�   
cms	
�    long	
�   and	
�   110	
�   wide.	
�    It	
�   
is	
�   usually	
�   folded	
�   in	
�   two	
�   and	
�   
hung	
�    on	
�    the	
�    man’s	
�    right	
�   
shoulder. 
Many	
�   times	
�   the	
�   “lahfa”	
�   and	
�   
“shal”	
�   come	
�   in	
�   a	
�   matching	
�   
set and are worn together. 
“Old	
�    people	
�    tend	
�    to	
�   wear	
�   
‘lahfas’	
�   to	
�   keep	
�   them	
�   warm,	
�   
especially	
�   when	
�   they	
�   go	
�   for	
�   
the	
�   ‘fajr	
�   prayers’	
�   at	
�   dawn.	
�   
The	
�   Kashmiri	
�   ‘lahfa’	
�    is	
�   es-
pecially good because it is 
light	
�   and	
�   can	
�   be	
�   folded	
�   into	
�   
a	
�    small	
�    size	
�    that	
�    you	
�    can	
�   
put in your coat pocket,” 
said Abdulwahid Al-Sawani 
an assistant in the shop.



Required
A male teacher of 

English language is 
required to teach in a sec-
ondary school (boys). The 
applicant has to 

1-Be Yemeni or 
Arabian national
2-Have bachelor degree 
in English
3- Experience of at 
least two years in 
teaching English
Contact: 733182223 / 

771177207
 Required employees to 

work in Coffee shop, good 
in English
Contact: 711487061 or 
712163936

Job Seekers

Moatasem Jaied, com-
puter engineering , has 
several courses computer 
& English from India, 
looking for job at any 
company
Contact: 735414140

 Raad Gamil, B.A 
degree in electronics and 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Engineering, diploma in 
English and computer 

courses
Contact: 777218926  

 BSC in computer sci-
ence & multimedia , MSC 
in multimedia systems, 
experience in TV, graphic 
design and multimedia 
solution
Contact: 736313056

 Nashwan Hassen, 
bachelor degree in 
accounting, very good in 
English and computer, 
looking for job in any 
company
Contact: 771580509

 Halima, has experi-
ence 
in secretary and com-
mercial correspondence 
(Translation) for four 
years, Able to be type 
fast English, Arabic and 
Italian
Contact: 734257433 

 Abdullah Salem, has 
experience in teaching 
English language, look-
ing for job in any school 
or institute
Contact: 713232452 

 B.A degree in elec-
trical engineering, expe-
rience in maintains of 
control circuit & weld-
ing Motor for 5 years

Contact: 773660208
 Sultan Ali, Bachelor 

degree in English, 9 years 
experience in Teaching 
both prep and sec grades, 
wants to work at any 
company or private school 
or tutorial classes
Contact: 712626840

 Khalil Sultan, bachelor 
in electronics, haz an 
excellent English lan-
guage
Contact: 735261598

Accounting bachelor, a 

very good estimate- from 
the first installment, abili-
ty to handle the computer 
and communications via 
the internet, English lan-
guage proficiency
Contact: 733913209

Hussien Mubarack, 
Secondary diploma,  flu-
ent in English, Skills: 
computer,Telefax, photo-
copy.
Position: storekeeper, res-
ervation, account clerk, 
purchasing, cashier, 
librarian, receptionist, 
security, driver, packing/
crating
Contact: 770018223

Mathur, Indian 
National, master degree in 
commerce, above 20 
years experience as senior 
level in commercial/office 
manager/marketing/proj-
ect etc, preferably in Taiz, 
ready to join in immedi-
ately with good compa-
nies,
Contact: 711445354
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For Sale   Required  Available For Lease  For Hire/Rent    Job 
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Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 
268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

Trans Global Logistics 
& Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
•  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.
•  Packing/Land Transportation.
•  International door to door services.
•  Warehousing /Logistical planning.
•  Customs clearance/Local  
   Visa/Documentation handling.
•  Real Estate Services.
•  Ticking Reservations & General  
   Tourism Services.
•  Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696
P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of 
Yemen
Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye
Website:www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, 
Fire Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone 
enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  
202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 
250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of 
Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red 
Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 
7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline                278668/283082 
Egypt Air                              273452/275061
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank    Tel.967-1-260823 Fax:260824
                02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824
  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
  Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350 

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank          274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank         Tel:  01 277224        
                                                Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen     Tel: 01 407030
Arab Bank                                Tel: 01 276585/2
CAC Bank                               Tel: 01 563813  
        

CAR RENTAL

Budget    Tel: 01 309618 / 506372   Fax: 01240958
Europe Car              Tel: 01 270751  Fax: 01 270804

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI     267791

MERCEDES-BENZ  01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM                  203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES  

Computer Education     Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education               Tel:444553
NIIT Quality_ 
 Computer Education   Tel. 445518/7-442073                       
 British Institute for languages & Computer 
                                       Tel: 266222-Fax: 514755

COURIERS

   Sana’a: 440170,  Aden: 248177
   Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988

                           Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469
 FREIGHT 

T FORWARDERS 

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
Tel: 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders   407905
World Link  Tel: 01 444550/441935

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital      Tel. 600000/602008 
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com     Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital       Tel: 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital               Tel: 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital         Tel: 01 246967/66

HOTELS

Versailles Hotel   Tel: 01 425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel    Tel:  01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  Tel: 01 546666  Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel  Tel: 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel   Tel: 01 449871

 INSURANCE COMPANIES

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
 Sana’a   272713/874      Aden: 243490-242476
 Taiz  250029                Hodeidah   219941/4/6
Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13
                                    Aden: 255668                                     
                                    Taiz:240927/34
                                    Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 

5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,      Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/  
272962/43,      Aden: 247617  Taiz: 250345             
Mukalla: 304292,              Hodeidah:   261839/17

RESTAURANT  

Al-shaibani restaurants super deluxe 
 Tel: 266375 - 505290             Fax:267619

SCHOOLS

Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225
Rainbow Pre-School  414-026/424-433
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 
                                              Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools  Sana'a       448258/9
            Taiz       205593 
                   
Al-Majd Yemen School            Tel: 206159

Supermarket  

AL-JANDUL Supermarket.  Tel: 01-422610

Translations  
Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-
French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-
Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.
                          Tel: 01-240515

 TRAVEL  

Falcon Holidays      Tel: 444118 
Al-Nasim Travel      Tel: 270750
Universal Business Travel Center   Tel: 441158/9/60

UNIVERSITIES            

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      
Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
                       Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
                       Aden: 234533 / 234960 

Queen Arwa University        Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University                 Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University   Tel:675567, Fax:675885

مةأرقــام
مه

To particepate 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

M&M Logistics & 
Aviation Services. 

International Freight Forwarding 
(Air/Sea/Land)
International Packing Standard
Warehousing (The biggest in 
Sana’a)
International Worldwide Door to 
Door Services.
Customs Clearance (Airports/
Ports/Border)
Arranging of Exemptions.
Over flying & Technical stops 
for aircrafts at all Yemen 
Airports.

Tel :        01-531221/531231
Fax:       01-531130
Hot line: 733030062   (24 Hours)
Address: 36 Amman St, Sana’a – 
Republic Of Yemen.
 P.O. Box 15053, Sana’a – Republic 
Of Yemen.
E-Mail:    m&mgenservices@y.net.ye
Website:  www.mmlogisticsyemen.com

Cargo

Real Estate
Mawr Office

For General and real Estate
Service Contracting  

Furnished and non-Furnished 
houses and villas
Selling and buying all kinds of 
properties 

Tel: +967 1 449383 P.O Box: 169 18
Mobile: 777 448 909

لإعلاناتكم
 

يرجى التواصل مع قسم الإعلانات 

والتسويق على رقم 

268661/2/3

تحويلة 202/211

 - 2008م  موديل   - كاليبر   - دودج  سيارة  للبيع: 

مستخدمة بحالة ممتازه - قراءة العداد: 5000 كيلو

للإستفسار: 374288

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDERسيارة للبيع

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI TO HODEIDAH 
AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.
OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS CLEARANCE, 
LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR SERVICES, PACKING 
& WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING 
OF EXEMPTION/EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER AIRCRAFT. 
DAILY TRUCKING SERVICES TO BALHAF

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-440639  
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM /INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD



By: Ashwini Bhanagay, 

For the Yemen Times

The SAVE (Sisters Against 
Violent Extremism) an 
initiative for peace, called 
during their current visit 
to Yemen upon the female 

NGOs in Yemen to establish a ‘Network 
of Sisters’ and to join the global network 
of women dedicated to ending terrorism 
and sharing best-practices.  ‘We are 
here because we are concerned about 
security around the world. The world 
is in a difficult situation, and we came 

to create SAVE spaces,’ said Dr. Edith 
Schlaffer, the founder and chairperson 
of Women without Borders and SAVE. 
A sociologist, married and with two 
children- a daughter and a son, Dr. 
Schaffler is determined that women can 

bring about a change.  Women Without 
Borders is an international organization 
for women around the world, founded 
nine years ago, by Dr. Schlaffler. SAVE 

started a year back in Vienna as an 
initiative of Women Without Borders 
which seeks to engage women in 
combating violence. 

A global campaign

In Dr. Schaffler's own words, ‘Extremism 

pulls countries apart and creates 
new divisions such as east and west, 
Muslims and non-Muslims. Terrorism 
is not about religion, or nationality. It is 
about human nature which has not been 

guided properly. We have to reclaim 
our religion, re-question it, and frame 
it positively. Terrorists don’t fall out of 
the sky, they are raised in the homes, 
in the religious institutions (churches, 
temples, mosques), they fly in planes. 

We have to start at the earliest, we have 
to start with the children.’ 

Reaching out to the women in Yemen 
In response to the question on how does 
the organization plan to reach out to 
women all over Yemen, Dr. Schlaffler 

said, ‘We were aware of womens’ 
groups, professors in universities, 
women activists, and female political 
leaders in Yemen, and we plan to 

reach out to the women in Yemen 
through them.’ The Deputy Director of 
MWF, Ms. Fakhria, said SAVE got an 
encouraging response in Yemen, and 
that women want to work on Sa’ada 
and South Yemen issues. SAVE plans 
to make a movie on the women in 
Sa’ada. Also, since the MWF has links 
to the Information Faculty in Sanaa 
University, it will work on reaching 
an agreement with the university to 
modify its curriculum to include SAVE 
concepts.   

Peace starts at home  ‘We are 
convinced that women can bring 
stability. Studies have proved that 
female participation reduces corruption. 
We are concerned about the absence of 
women as key stakeholders in peace 
talks. 

Uganda announced that it has 50% 
women political participation, and it has 
proved to be good,’ says Dr. Schlaffler. 

‘Women as mothers, nurturers, and 
policy shapers, are concerned about 
the safety of their children, the family. 
Women get the early signals of change 
in families, in children. To bring up a 
child in a different manner, however, 
the woman needs to be empowered. We 
want to reach out to mothers and their 
children, to resist violent extremism.’   
Walking into the future – creating 
SAVE spaces in Yemen

‘Women in Yemen are active and 
courageous. My feeling is that this 
kind of enthusiasm will make society 
inclusive’ ‘The most important step 
is to get to know each other, meet on 
a common ground, to create Save 
spaces not through the government, 
but through the civil society,’ says 
Dr. Schlaffler. ‘This is my first visit 

to Yemen. In Yemen, I found women 
eager to change society. 

These women groups have been 
very welcoming.  They are doing an 
admirable job and I am amazed with the 
lively discussions. There is no denial of 
problems and we have discussed the 
potential programs to be implemented 
by the NGOs,’ says Dr. Schlaffler 

referring to the Media Women Forum 
(MWF), the organization hosting 
her visit to Yemen, and the other 
women organizations who gave her 
an enthusiastic response. In response 
to the question regarding her work in 
Yemen, Dr. Schlaffler said, ‘at the local 

level, we have two approaches. 
In the first approach, we will look 

at the family unit. Soon after the 
Network of Sisters is established, we 
will launch the ‘Mothers say no to 
Terrorism Campaign,’ mostly focusing 
on awareness raising of mothers and 
children.’ ‘In the second approach, 
education will be the instrument to 
reach forward, and we will work with 
children in colleges and universities. 

This age group-the teenagers-are 
in search of identity, guidance. We 
have to offer them alternatives. In 
this world, the moderates don’t have 
a lobby, the shouters have the stage. 
So we are planning to have programs 
for children to be lead by peace, not 
by extreme ideologies, and to teach 
ways to fight extreme violations,’ said 

Dr. Schlaffler. ‘On one hand we will 

work on the curriculum of high school 
children, and on the other hand we will 
highlight female role models, like the 
ones depicted in the documentary.’  

Women are not just by-standers 
SAVE, with support from the MWF, 
had organized showing a documentary 
film ‘A journey through Darkness - 3 

Generations of Women affected by 
Terrorism’, a strong portrayal of three 
female role models, real life hero’s and 
their reactions to the terrorism taking 
place all around them and their journey 
towards change.  

A mother – Hadiya Masieh,  London, 
UK United States, September 11, 2001. 
A series of coordinated suicide attacks, 
by Al-Qaeda, killed 2,993 people.  

‘After 9/11 happened, I was deeply 
disturbed and upset. Never before had I 
linked the Khalifan State to bloodshed,’ 
says Hadiya. Born & brought up in 
Yorkshire, London, UK, Hadiya was 

introduced to the Islamist concept of 
the ‘Khalifan State’ by her husband. 
The couple was drawn to the thoughts 
on humanity, mankind, and injustices.  
Hadiya is now the Ambassador of 
SAVE UK.  

A grandmother - Anne Carr, Belfast, 
Nothern Ireland, 1996 Belfast has been 
characterized by a degree of residential 
and educational segregation between 
Catholics and Protestants since its 
foundation in the early seventeenth 
century.  

The Good Friday Agreement of 
Belfast pledges ‘to facilitate and 
encourage integrated education 
and mixed housing.' Anne Carr, a 

Protestant, married to a Catholic, and 
was constantly scared for her children. 
Her husband was nearly shot for 
living in a protestant area. Anne Carr 
established mixed 
housing and 
cross community 
primary schools 
b r i n g i n g 
Protestant and 
Catholic children 
together. ‘We 
have a peace 
agreement. But 
the conflict is 30 

years old. 
I am still trying,’ says Anne  Anne 

Carr established the first Womens’ 

counter terrorism platform, with 
SAVE  A sister- Beatriz, Madrid, 
Spain, 2004 On March 11, 2004, 
a series of coordinated bombings 

against Cernanias (a commuter train) 
in Madrid, killed 191 people, directed 
by an Al-Qaeda–inspired terrorist 
cell. ‘My brother takes a train to the 
university every day. 

So do I. But only on that day, I did 
not. About 300 meters before entering 

the station, the train exploded,’ Beatriz 
talks about her experience. ‘People 
asked for closing down the mosques. 
My reaction was how can they think 
of closing the mosques? I have nothing 
against the Muslims. I hate terrorists!’ 
‘If we talk to 15 children and make 10 
think of a non-violent response, it is a 
step in the right direction,’ says Beatriz. 
Beatriz stood up and represented the 
civil society, even though she had lost 
her brother. 

Women shape History Women are not 
just bystanders, they shape the history. 

In Vienna, many 
such women got 
together and shared 
their opinions that 
if men support 
women, they can 
achieve more, as 
is seen in historical 
examples.  Save 
wants to bring 
the awareness to 
women that they 

can be driving change, since they 
are very important. It wants to give a 
message to all women, that what we do 
about injustice matters. Stand up and 
say that this is not in our name, and 
resist violent extremism.

Yemen’s first and  most widely-read
English-language newspaper
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1. I, as a woman, will use the local 
and global networks of women to 
stop the killing. 

2. I will inspire a new response 
to prevent terror, violence and 
discrimination. 

3. I will create awareness for not 

stigmatizing the families of the 
extremists/terrorists. 

4. I will support the young generation 
with non-violent alternatives in 
their search for a better life. 

5. I will engage all forms of media 
for spreading the message of non-

violence. 
6. I will insist on peaceful resolutions 

to prevent escalation of conflict and 

violence. 
7. I will promote a global dialogue for 

a future without fear. 
8. I will raise my voice against all 

hostile states and politics that cause 
suffering. 

9. I recognise the urgency to create 
‘SAVE’ spaces for a peaceful 
coexistence. 

10. I will always remember those 
affected by violent extremism.

The Vienna SAVE Declaration against 

violent extremism 

Dec. 2008

 For more information or to get
 involved with Women Without
Borders visit

 www.women-without-borders.org
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Opening lunch in Yemen where Dr. Schlaffer with her team presenting the organization and SAVE project to active 

Yemeni women.
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Clip from the film: Trailer Journeys through Darkness
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Creating SAVE Spaces in Yemen


