




ADEN
Coast Guard captures 8 pirates in 

Gulf of Aden 
 Yemen's Coast Guard has seized eight 
Somali pirates in the pirate-plagued 
Gulf of Aden. 

A spokesman for the authority said 
Friday the pirates were captured on a 
fishing boat with two RPGs and small 
and medium weapons. 

A ladder, believed to be used to get 
onboard attacked ships by the pirates, 
was seized with the Somalis who were 
apprehended in the area of Amran, he 
said. 

An investigation is underway as a 
prelude to turn over the Africans to the 
judiciary. 

Piracy has surged off Somalia in 
recent years, with more than 140 ves-
sels attacked last year.

ATO General Secretary leaves 
Sana'a

General Secretary of the Arab Tourism 
Organization (ATO) Mohammed al-
Jahni left Aden on Wednesday after his 
participation in the investment confer-
ence "Aden…Yemen's gate to the 
World" being held in Aden on 11- 12 
November.

Al-Jahni said the participation of 
ATO aims to get acquainted with the 
investment opportunities in Yemen and 
Aden in particular, which has many 
tourism potentials could be turned into 
promising opportunities for the Yemeni, 
Arabs and foreigners investors.

Al-Jahni praised the merits and 

facilities provided by the Yemeni 
investment law for investors in various 
areas of investment.

DAPDC plans Aden Container 
Terminal expansion 

Prime Minister Ali Mujawar got 
acquainted on Wednesday with the 
work progress in Aden Container 
Terminal (ACT) in Aden Free Zone 
(AFZ) and the expansion plans in the 
ACT. 

The premier also was briefed by 
Chairman of Board of Directors of 
Dubai and Aden Port Development 
Company (DAPDC) Abdullah Boqshan 
on the company activity. 

Boqshan pointed to plans for expand-
ing the container yard, which currently 
receives 940 containers, by more 8 
Hectares and it will be expanded to 
receive 1.5 million containers by the 
beginning of 2013. 

Mujawar also introduced himself to 
the port's operating automated system 
expected to lift up the port's perfor-
mance, in addition to the underway 
work in the containers facilities devel-
opment. 

The premier praised the company's 
plans for developing the work in Aden 
and Mualla ports, pointing to the 
importance of the port and its strategic 
location in the international shipping 
routes. 

He affirmed the state's keenness on 
facilitating all difficulties that face 
investors and encouraging suchlike 
strategic investments so as to contrib-

ute to push forward the development 
process. 
_______________________
SANA'A

 8-9 die in Yemen roads 
a day, minister says

Between 8-9 people die and  50-60 are 
hurt a day in road accidents in Yemen, 
Minister of Interior said Friday. 

A day before launching an aware-
ness campaign over the safety belt and 
barring the use of cell phone while 
driving, Mutahar Rashad al-Masri said 
the traffic issue is a society responsi-
bility but not up to the ministry alone. 

Reviewing precious human losses 
due to traffic accidents, al-Masri urged 
all, particularly the media, to contrib-
ute to the success of campaign. 

Road accidents have claimed 22000 
lives and injured more than 159000 
people since 2000, he said, adding 
other losses have been estimated at YR 
23 billion. 

Yemen poised to sign $ 90 million 
EU grant 

Yemen and the World bank are poised 
to initially sign a $ 90 million grant in 
EU aid to finance three developmental 
projects over the next few days. 

Upon departure for Cairo, deputy 
minister of Planning and International 
Cooperation Abdullah al-Shatir said on 
Friday the talks to be held with WB 
officials in Egypt's capital of Cairo on 
Saturday would focus on WB continu-
ous support for developmental projects 
in Yemen. 

The grant would be singed for a $ 
40-million rural road building and 
maintaining project, a $ 25-million 
anti-bilharzias project and a $ 25-mil-
lion aid project for the Social Welfare 
Fund, he said. 

It comes within the EU support for 
Yemen through the WB aimed at sup-
porting the country to face the food 
crisis and fight poverty, he added.

ECC organizes plastic art exhibition 
Some 12 Yemeni , Arab and Turkish 
painters would show their 100 paint-
ings in an exhibition that would be 
organized and held at Egyptian Culture 
Center (ECC) in Sana'a on Saturday. 

According to the press release of the 
center, the twelve painters are from 
Yemen , Egypt, Sudan, Iraq and Turkey 
who would show their paintings of 
glasses, ceramic and albarda papers. 

The center said that the paintings 
reflect the daily life in these countries, 
and their cultural heritages. 

The exhibition would last for ten 
days , the center said. 

Saleh and Saudi Monarch in phone 
conversation 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh tele-
phoned on Thursday Saudi Arabia's 
King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz.

The two leaders discussed the bilat-
eral relationship and means to strength-
en it.

They also dealt with the latest devel-
opments in the region as well as issues 
concerned by the Arab nation. 
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Prince El Hassan: there is a need 

to mobilize people towards the pri-
orities of greening WANA

HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal said, 
on Monday (November 9, 2009), that 
there is a need to mobilise people 
towards the priorities of ‘greening’ 
the West Asia and North Africa 
(WANA) region in the context of a 
holistic focus on building regional 
supra-national concepts within which 
joint projects can develop.

 In his keynote speech at the con-
sultation on “Greening WANA”, 
HRH said that a comprehensive 
approach in presenting development 
projects must take into account the 
cultural aspects of the needs of peo-
ple, stressing that if the central plan-
ning era has ended, this does not 
mean that the era of priorities has also 
ended.

 Prince El Hassan stressed the need 
for people to have the opportunity to 
give their best and develop their tal-
ents. He expressed hope in develop-
ing an active program, within the 

region, to make the law work for 
everyone, including the silenced 
majority.

Prince El Hassan said that the 
region needs an initiative for "Green 
Jobs", in order to develop a joint 
work program in which global com-
mons meets regional commons, 
through governments, businesses and 
civil society, as well as addressing 
issues of poverty, migration, conflicts 
and climate change within a supra-
national framework that takes into 
account the harmony between econo-
my, society, culture and the environ-
ment. 

 HRH also said that it is time to 
organize the Arab house so that Arabs 
can have an intellectual and ethical 
starting point to participate in devel-
oping a human future. HRH pointed 
out the need to develop a road map 
that is sensitive to the social chal-
lenge of the Arab identity so that 
Arabs can actively participate in 
building a productive industrial base.

Prince El Hassan called for promot-

ing awareness and moving towards 
the development of a consultation 
mode rather than a negotiating mode 
with regard to common issues in 
WANA.  

HRH said that the region needs a 
genuine development policy which 
comes from within and which is 
based on social realities and social 
solidarity. HRH stressed the need for 
increasing awareness among the vari-
ous actors of the need to focus on 
core issues away from stereotypes 
and labels.

 HH Sheikh Abdul Aziz bin Ali Al 
Nuaimi, CEO of the UAE Al Ihsan 
Charity Centre, spoke of the environ-
mental challenges and roadmap fac-
ing the WANA region as well as other 
regions around the world, including 
population size and climate change. 
However, he remarked that the real 
challenge is to break down these chal-
lenges into basics and to look at the 
environment from the inside.

 He encouraged participants to fol-
low the principles of Prophet 
Mohammed (PBUH) that apply to 
nature, such as tawhid (unity), khalifa 
(stewardship) and amana (trust).

 Sheikh Abdul Aziz highlighted the 
three E’s: Economy, Environment and 
Education and stated that these are all 
interconnected, especially for WANA.  
“An environment without ethics does 
not work; it will be unsustainable. We 

need a global environment ethics net-
work”, he stated.

 The event gathered experts, entre-
preneurs, academics and dignitaries 
from WANA countries, including 
Egypt, Jordan, Palestine, Syria, 
Yemen and the UAE, as well as part-
ners from Japan.

 The consultation aims to “green” 
the region by educating for water 
security and sustainable development 
and leapfrogging to the third, post-
carbon, industrial revolution.

 Environmental education, estab-
lishing a modern green industrial base 
and green regional infrastructure were 
among the priority issues selected by 
participants at the First Annual 
WANA Forum, which was held last 
April in Amman.

 The Forum gathered 70 eminent 
individuals from WANA, and partners 
from outside the region, to identify 
regional challenges as well as discuss 
and evaluate feasible approaches for 
tackling these concerns and advanc-
ing regional cooperation.
_____________
Geneva Raindrops Award 2009 
The International Rainwater 
Harvesting Alliance (IRHA) is 
launching its international contest on 
the best videos illustrating the bene-
fits of using rainwater.

Artists around the globe are invited 
to realise video films, animations, 

movies or cartoons
which demonstrate the qualities of 

this precious resource named rainwa-
ter.

Three awards are at stake:
First prize: 500.- CHF
Second prize: 300.- CHF
Thirde prize: 200.- CHF
One of the aims of the IRHA's pro-

grams is to sensitize the population 
towards the benefits that rainwater 
provides. For should the advantages 
of the use of rainwater harvesting be 
recognized amongst professionals, is 
the population aware of it? Let us 
move out of the space where devel-
opment specialists are dealing! Let us 
diffuse the information to the public 
at large and develop a common lan-
guage. All these will certainly enable 
us to reach people who could support 
us in our work of the protection of as 
vital resource as water.

We would like to have more water 
in Greece, Australia and the South of 
Spain, less water in the United 
Kingdom and in Bangladesh. We 
would like to save the animals which 
die in Argentina due to flooding, and 
protect those which risk dying the 
following year due to lack of water. 
Not only must the act of rainwater 
harvesting be the priority of national 
political program on the agenda, but 
it could also become an environmen-
tal contribution for everyone. 

Furthermore, in calling for common 
effort to protect the planet, it should 
lead diverse cultures to come togeth-
er. Good rainwater harvesting is an 
objective by itself, but it is also a 
means for adapting the world to its 
most haunting problem, which is the 
climate change.

This is the reason why the IRHA 
launches at the end of the year the 
second edition of its grand competi-
tion:

Having the success record of last 
year at its first launching linking 
development with graphic art, this 
year will be awarded the Best Video 
Films demonstrating the techniques 
and advantages of catching and using 
rainwater. The emerging star will be 
Rainwater Harvesting! Participants 
across the globe are invited to present 
their visions and dreams on the use-
fulness and the worthiness that pro-
vides good rainwater harvesting.

The date for the final submission of 
the videos on the grand competition 
on Geneva Rain Drops Award, 2009 
is 30th November 2009 at 12 a.m. (12 
midnight) GMT. The best videos will 
be awarded as follows: the first price 
will receive CHF 500; the second 
price, CHF 300, and the third price, 
CHF 200.

More information at
www.irha-h2o.org/raindrops-ge2008-
en.html

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL VACANCY NOTICE
 
Title of Post: Driver  
Position Number: 10015528  Date of Entry on Duty: 01/01/2010
Category & Level: GL 2  Duration: 31/12/2010
Location: Ahwar   Closing Date: 28/11/2009

Duties and Responsibilities
Under the direct supervision of the Associate Field Officer Ahwar Reception Centre, the incumbent is 
expected to perform the following duties, guided by the humanitarian principles and values of the United 
Nations, and adhering to the UN Code of Conduct: 

Drives office vehicles for the transport of authorized personnel and delivery and collection of mail, 
documents and other items.
Makes own assessment of the threats to security in given circumstances, and takes action to 
reduce risks wherever possible. 
Has a detailed knowledge of standard UN/UNHCR security procedures, and applies these 
meticulously when conditions require them.
Facilitates formalities with local authorities as required.
Responsible for the day-to-day maintenance of the assigned vehicle, checks oil, water, battery, 
brakes, tires, etc., performs minor repairs and arranges for other repairs and ensures that the 
vehicle is kept clean.
Logs official trips, daily mileage, gas consumption, oil changes greasing, etc.
Ensures that the steps required by rules and regulations are taken in case of involvement in 
accident.
Performs other duties as required.  

Qualification Requirements 
Knowledge and Skills: Primary Education, possess a valid Driving licence and have knowledge of 
driving rules and regulations and be able to undertake minor vehicle repair.
Experience: Two years of previous job experience 
Languages: Good knowledge of local language and knowledge of the working language of the duty 
station (English) is a must.

For Internal Candidates:
Priority consideration will be given to staff members whose grades are equal or below that of the post 
advertised. Only candidates who have served one year in their present post will be eligible for 
consideration as internal candidates in connection with the vacancy. Candidates who do not meet the 
criteria as internal candidates can be considered as external candidates.

For Internal & External Candidates
If no internal candidate is qualified, external candidate will be considered.
If you wish to be considered for this vacancy, please submit your application and UN P11 form or a well 
elaborated C.V., Fitness certificate including eye test and valid driving license.

IMPORTANT:
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER THE ABOVE MENNTIONED CLOSING DATE WILL NOT 
BE CONSIDERED. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, YOU MAY CONTACT THE 
ADMINSTRATION SECTION OF UNHCR. Tele.: 231441/235111
APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED IN SEALED ENVELOP TO:

UNHCR Ahwar Reception Center Or By Tel Fax: +967-2-234-406

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL VACANCY NOTICE
Title of Post: Driver  
Position Number: 10015529            Date of Entry on Duty: 01/01/2010
Category & Level: GL 2           Duration: 31/12/2010
Location: Mayfa’a              Closing Date: 28/11/2009

Duties and Responsibilities
Under the direct supervision of the Associate Field Officer Mayfa’a Reception Centre, the incumbent is 
expected to perform the following duties, guided by the humanitarian principles and values of the United 
Nations, and adhering to the UN Code of Conduct: 

Drives office vehicles for the transport of authorized personnel and delivery and collection of mail, 
documents and other items.
Makes own assessment of the threats to security in given circumstances, and takes action to reduce 
risks wherever possible. 
Has a detailed knowledge of standard UN/UNHCR security procedures, and applies these 
meticulously when conditions require them.
Facilitates formalities with local authorities as required.
Responsible for the day-to-day maintenance of the assigned vehicle, checks oil, water, battery, 
brakes, tires, etc., performs minor repairs and arranges for other repairs and ensures that the vehicle 
is kept clean.
Logs official trips, daily mileage, gas consumption, oil changes greasing, etc.
Ensures that the steps required by rules and regulations are taken in case of involvement in accident.
Performs other duties as required.  

Qualification Requirements 
Knowledge and Skills: Primary Education, possess a valid Driving licence and have knowledge of driving 
rules and regulations and be able to undertake minor vehicle repair.
Experience: Two years of previous job experience 
Languages: Good knowledge of local language and knowledge of the working language of the duty station 
(English) is a must.

For Internal Candidates:
Priority consideration will be given to staff members whose grades are equal or below that of the post 
advertised. Only candidates who have served one year in their present post will be eligible for consideration 
as internal candidates in connection with the vacancy. Candidates who do not meet the criteria as internal 
candidates can be considered as external candidates.

For Internal & External Candidates
If no internal candidate is qualified, external candidate will be considered.
If you wish to be considered for this vacancy, please submit your application and UN P11 form or a well 
elaborated C.V., Fitness certificate including eye test and valid driving license.

IMPORTANT:
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER THE ABOVE MENNTIONED CLOSING DATE WILL NOT BE 
CONSIDERED. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, YOU MAY CONTACT THE ADMINSTRATION 
SECTION OF UNHCR. Tele.: 231441/235111
APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED IN SEALED ENVELOP TO:

Mr. Majed Rajeh,  Asst. Field Officer Mayfa’a  Mayfa’a Reception Center UNHCR Yemen
 Or by Tel Fax: +967-5-280267

MTN Yemen recently celebrated its 
first winner, Mohamed Ahmed Musa 
Shaikh Al-Barhamy, who won a trip 
to attend the 2010 world cup that 
will be held in South Africa next 
year. 

Seven Sony Bravia 32" LCD mon-
itors along with many other awards 
have been rewarded to other win-
ners.  

The trip package includes tickets, 
accommodation and a program to 
visit tourist places in South Africa as 
well as attending the 2010 world cup 
matches.

The competition includes answer-
ing questions related to sports which 
are posted weekly on local media. 
The answers must be sent as SMS to 
number 2010.

MTN Yemen's director of public 
relations Ali Al-Shahedhi made a 
speech in which he expressed the 
company’s desire to organize and 
sponsor sports activities as part of  
MTN International activities, the 

official sponsor of the 2010 world 
cup. 

MTN takes interest in youth incli-
nations in different sports activities 
especially football that is the most 
popular sport in Yemen. 

He also pointed out that MTN 
Yemen supports many sport activi-
ties in Yemen especially football 
clubs for the last three seasons.

It also sponsored MTN tennis 
tournament, a youth marathon orga-
nized by the Ministry of Sports and 
Youth, the general cycling league 
and cycling marathon in Ibb, 
Al-Baidhah and Rada cities. 

The winners thanked MTN Yemen 
for encouraging youth and develop-
ing their skills through its programs, 
competitions and services. 

The 2010 world cup will be the 
19th FIFA World Cup that is sched-
uled to take place between 11June 
and 11 July in South Africa and this 
will be the first time it takes place in 
the African continent.

MTN Yemen celebrates 
first World Cup 2010 winner
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What made you interested in this field, 

and where did you study it?

Since my early childhood, my grandfather 
had a nice garden which he took pride in. 
I used to watch him work in it and hear my 
parents talk about the various benefits of 
herbs. Moreover, I lived in a community 
where herbs are used in traditional recipes 
for treating diseases. For example, I noticed 
that the girls from the family next door used 
castor oil to strengthen their hair-even eye-
lashes. Others used herbal tea (Zuhoorat) to 
keep warm in the winter. My grandfather’s 
garden had a lot of trees and plants. I used to 
hear my grandmother instruct my mother to 
use certain herbs from the garden for certain 
illnesses.

Then, I started researching this in the lo-
cal libraries. I found some books which I 
did not understand and I tried my hand at 
making some recipes of my own. I used to 
ask the Attars [traditional herbalists] for cer-
tain exotic herbs that I had read about in the 
books and they would laugh at me. 

As I grew, I learned more and when I was 
an adult I met a sheikh, Abu Ramzy, who 
was a known traditional herbalist in my area 
and I learned from him a lot. He taught me 
for years and he had some old scripts that he 
collected- especially those narrating recipes 
of Ibn Sina. When he treated people, he did 
not take money although he was very poor. 
He left his mark on me and made me want 
to learn this vocation as a science and give it 
back to the people in a professional way.

I only started confidently giving people 
recipes and advice about their health in the 
last few years, when I had a professional 
education from accredited institutions. Now 
I have scientific proof supporting the advice 
I give the people who come to me, and keep 
learning continuously in order to improve 
this discipline in my country and in the Arab 
world in general.

You are currently working on merging 

Western knowledge with Mid-Eastern 

herbs. What have you found out so far?

On my business card, I wrote “Ancestor’s 
legacy through futuristic vision.” I wanted 
to create a merger between science and 
inherited knowledge. I always referred to 
what has been passed through generations 
but wanted to validate it through science. 
Traditional practices from the Far East and 
Middle East are actually the foundations 
of Western herbalism, known as phyto-
therapy.

In the Arab world, we are still stuck with 
the concept of a traditional attar whom the 
community believes has the cure for every-
thing, when he does not even known the 
ABC's of diagnosis or modern health care. 
Most traditional herbalists don’t even know 
how to store herbs properly or their various 
side effects. The attars only know tradition-
al recipes that had been passed on through 
generations and which could be distorted. 

We in the Arab world need to promote 
this science and advocate for it in universi-
ties and other academic institutions, and in 
fact have regulations that control the work 
of attars and herbalists, just like it is with 
doctors. We need to encourage research to 
identify the benefits of the various herbs in 
our countries and how we can make it ac-
cessible to the people in a healthy and cor-
rect way.

Not only does this mean regulating the 
practice, it would also encourage plant-
ing local herbs and protecting them from 
becoming extinct. It also would create job 
opportunities for many, whether they are 
those who grow the plants, or those who use 
them for treatment. In fact, it could help the 
country as a whole, since some of the plants 
are only found locally and so tourists and 
researchers or even health care seekers from 
all around the world would come to visit us 
and make use of our local expertise.

You can find global interest in east-
ern medicine, such as Chinese or Indian 
therapy, but no one is talking about Arab 
medicine. We need to encourage this sci-
ence and carry out research in this field to 
explore the various flora and herbs available 
in our lands and their benefits in a modern 
way. We even need to refer to the old texts 
to see how the ancient Arab doctors used to 
treat people. This science is being taught in 
India, Pakistan, and South Africa as Ancient 

Greek medicine, when in fact it has Arab 
and Islamic origins. Many Muslim doc-
tors in our history have helped develop this 
science, such as Ibn Sina, Al-Razi and AL-
Antaki, whom I named my center after.

Some Muslims feel that all these chakras 

and Buddhist meditations are foreign un-

Islamic concepts that should be rejected. 

What do you think?

We have to distinguish between the exis-
tence of chakras as energy centers in human 
bodies and some philosophies or mytholo-
gies that are against the Islamic religion. 
There are some practices which go against 
Islamic teachings, such as believing in dif-
ferent Gods, and we have the right to reject 
them. But this does not mean that these en-
ergy points do not exist.

Moreover, the Sufi methodology, known 
as the Naqshbandi way in reference to 
Sufi imam Baha aldin Naqshband was the 
founder of what would become one of the 

largest and most influential Sufi Muslim 
orders, the Naqshbandi, from Khurasan has 
very close concepts to Buddhist thinking. 

The Naqshbandi way adopts what is 
called tazkiya al-lataef (purification of the 
soft spots) through dhikr (remembrance of 
Allah) and talks about the influence of dhikr 
on the body and soul. In old scripts there are 
said to be seven latifa (singular of lataef), 
and each has its own distinguished color. 
That salient dhikr cleanses them and makes 
the energy flow and the spirituality of the 
person stronger. The lataef have specific lo-
cations in the body; four of these locations 
which coincide with the location four of the 
chakras, which are also said to have seven 
different colors and are cleansed through 
meditation, which is actually a form of si-
lent remembrance.

So, if we consider that there is an original 
truth to the fact that man is both body and 
soul, and that there is an energy flow in the 
body connected with the soul, there would 
be no objection to the belief that treatment 
using energy exists. But we need to do it in a 
proper way, without using a philosophy that 
opposes religion.

There are many hocus pocus so-called 

doctors who treat people with herbs, or 

even suggestive medication. How can one 

distinguish what is real and what is not?

The best way is to refer to the degrees or the 
training this person has, so that education 
or professional qualification becomes the 
distinguishing factor to trust the herbalist or 
spiritual practitioner.

Obviously we cannot generalize, and I 
cannot deny that there are traditional doc-
tors who know what they are doing, but 

in my opinion all must be applied through 
modern science. Checking the qualification 
is a good place to start.

What are the signs that people should 

look out to make sure the practitioner is 

genuine?

When it comes to spiritual powers, if some-
one claims they have spiritual powers to 
heal diseases, you should be skeptical. No 
matter how strong the spirituality or energy 
of the so-called healer is, he or she simply 
cannot remove the diseases and make you 
feel healthy. 

Energy is scientifically proven to make 
people feel emotionally or spiritually bet-
ter or worse. It has to do with what we call 
the aura of the person, which is the energy 
they emit. For example, when you feel sad, 
you also feel tired physically and this means 
your spiritual energy is negative and has af-
fected your body. What a practitioner can do 
is feel the points in your aura that are weak 
or negative, and if he or she is good, they 
can give you some positive energy to make 
you feel better. For example, I can feel if the 
person has some self expression problems 
if I feel that the energy around their throat 
is kind of trapped. The person I am treat-
ing will feel as if he or she has a lump in 
their throat and what I can do is help them 
let it out. But I am not a counselor, and they 
would need to find someone professional to 
talk to and get better emotionally.

Another way to make sure this practitio-
ner or herbalist is legitimate, is to to check 
their background and the reputation they 
have in their community as a person. If 
they are known in the community for their 
decent character, how they treat their fam-
ily members, neighbors, whether they have 
good manners, are they faithful, etc.

Another tip would be to notice what he 
or she is asking you to do. If they ask you or 
they themselves do something against your 
religion like drink blood, steal a person's be-
longings, or bring a bone from a grave, you 
should know that they are not genuine.

Finally, if you check for all these signs 
and still have your doubts, you might as 
well wait and see the results. If what they 
are doing works, even if you have no sci-
entific explanation for it, then you might 
as well accept it. In the end, the results are 
what matters, just like how the Western 
world has adopted acupuncture before re-
ally understanding the scientific explana-
tion behind it. 

What about exorcism? Or treatment 

with the Quran?

There has been so much talk about this. 
My opinion is that if the person was feeling 
disturbed and through methods which do 
not oppose the religion he or she gets bet-
ter, then why not? Especially if the person 
was not getting better through conventional 
medicine. I do not want to dwell on whether 
it was a spirit haunting him or simply a psy-
chological illness. Results are what matter.

If it is true that alternative medicine has 

a scientific base, why are some diseases 

reported to be treated better with herbs 

rather than medicines?

Because conventional medicine has a dif-
ferent approach to the diseases than that 
of holistic or alternative medicine. The lat-
ter has a different vision and sees a human 
being as both body and soul, and could be 
better at finding the root cause of the illness 
compared to modern medicine, which seeks 
the symptoms only.

Another issue is that using herbs, which 
are a part of nature, is more effective than 
chemical drugs at working in harmony with 
the body. This does not mean we should 
ignore modern medication or what doctors 
say. On the contrary, what I am trying to say 
is that these two lines of medicines comple-
ment each other and must work together.

There are many foreign medicines and 

creams in the market. International com-

panies have nice names and promises to 

defy age, remove scars, or even increase 

stamina. Is this another commercial trick 

to fool people out of their money?

It really depends on the company, and it 
would not be right to generalize. What you 
should know is that many of these creams 
and herbs are actually based on natural in-
gredients. Like I said before, a good way to 
judge is to try for yourself and see the re-
sults. If it works, then why not?

If alternative medicine is so good; ef-

fective, cheap, no side effects, available 

with local materials, then why has it not 

spread much in the Arab world, and why 

aren’t there local colleges to teach this 

discipline in local universities? 

One main reason why this has not happened 
yet, is psychological defeat that is spread in 
the Arab nations. We do not appreciate our 
own inherited knowledge or cultural wealth 
and would rather believe what comes from 
the outside world. There is a dominant 
feeling of our worth as consumers and not 
producers despite the fact that our ancestors 
were the ones who actually created this sci-
ence. 

Now, when this alternative medicine has 
become famous and gained the respect of 
the western world, we have started to accept 
and even search for it. 

For example, just ten years ago when 
I used to talk about hijama (cupping) the 
local people rejected it and were afraid to 
use it. Yet when the West, especially the 
Germans, started talking about it they be-
came interested and willing to try. Today 
alternative medicine is western testimonies 
as well as science. To convince people that 
this is good we tell them that it is used in the 
western world. It is not enough to say that 
this is an inherited tested remedy or sunna 
of the prophet (MPBH). Now it is time for 
the Muslims to reclaim their own alterna-
tive medicine legacy, that has been created 
by our ancestors.

Regional charted herbalist Mohammed Sherbini to Yemen Times:

“It is time for the Muslims to reclaim their own alternative medicine 

legacy that has been created by our ancestors”

Mohammed Sherbini is an Arab herbalist from Nablus, Palestine. He has 

more than two decades of experience in Western herbalism and traditional 

Tibb (Arabic Medicine). He started learning about it professionally three 

years ago in the Canadian Dominion College for Herbalism in British Colom-

bia. He became a charted herbalist in early 2008, and was therefore the first 

with such qualification in the West Bank and one of few in the Arab world. He 

also studied Tibb therapy at the Muhsen Institute in Leicester in the United 

Kingdom and had training at the Bach Flower Remedies at the Dr. Edward 

Bach Center for treating emotional imbalances.

In order to put his knowledge into use for the public, he founded the Al-Anta-

ki Center for herbalism in Nablus in 2007. Mohammed Sherbini is married to 

Reem, and has two daughters: Laila and Batool and one son named Abdullah. 

Nadia Al-Sakkaf met with Sherbini to talk about herbalism in the Arab world 

and its relation with modern science.

Tools for traditional curing and herbal medicine jars at Sherbini’s center

By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

B
eing the skeptical me, 

I wanted to see for my-

self how this works. So I 

asked Mohammed Sher-

bini to give me and my 

friend, Isra, a quick energy session.

After some warning that anything 

could happen, we went to a quiet 

place where he asked Isra to sit on a 

chair and close her eyes. He placed 

his palm on her head and started 

mumbling quietly. Later he said he 

was reading some Quran and recall-

ing the name of God. She just sat 

there, and I watched as her right leg 

nervously ticked. Every now and then 

she would open her eyes and sneak 

a glance before she was instructed 

to close them and concentrate. 

He then lifted his hand and placed 

it in front of her forehead without 

touching. He started moving it in cir-

cles still mumbling and slowly he did 

the same in front of her chest. 

ñWhat do you feel?ò he asked her. She started ýdgeting 
and said that she felt that her head was moving sideways. 

To me her head was still, but he explained that those are en-

ergy waves and that they are exhibited differently by different 

people. She said her throat was dry and she felt a sort of con-

gestion in her chest. He continued with the hand circles and 

the mumbling and she said she felt a slight numbness on her 

right leg. 

She started frowning as he was circling his palm against 

her head and she said she felt a tight lump in the center of her 

forehead and she had a headache. Eventually he let go, and 

told her that had he continued, it could have made her cry as 

the negative memories surfaced.

After some ten minutes, he stopped and asked her to open 

her eyes and relax. He too was looking quite tired and I didn’t 

know was it because he was tired to start with or if the energy 

exercise really exhausted him. He told Isra that she should 

express herself more.

I didn’t buy what he said, and to me, feeling head waves and 

the throat tightness and the rest of what Isra said was some-

thing anyone can feel at any time and could in all probability 

be just an illusion.

He drank some water, and when seeing my one eyebrow 

raised, he said “you next.” Willingly and really wanting to get 

to the bottom of this, I decided not to resist and try as much as 

I can to let him explore the 

inner side of my soul and all 

that stuff.

Patiently, I sat on the 

chair and vowed not to open 

my eyes. He put his palm 

on my head as expected 

and started the mumbling. I 

felt nothing. Then he start-

ed the circular motions in 

front of face. I have to admit 

that I felt heat waves. How 

can a palm feel so hot with-

out even touching my skin. 

I was a little scared and 

tried really to test what I felt 

on my face. He moved to-

wards my throat still without 

touching and I really had 

trouble breathing. I had to 

take these long drags trying 

to inhale air into my lungs, 

which felt quite tight. Later, 

I learned that he was wav-

ing his hand as if helping 

me to exhale. Apparently 

before every long sigh, he had given me a stronger energy 

wave. He asked me what I was feeling and I was not liking it. 

He said it is probably because I keep a lot of emotion inside. 

Apparently I was oppressed, go ýgure.
After awhile, I was starting to let go. Something was hap-

pening in my head, and I was not sure I was fainting or feeling 

sleepy, or whatever. Was it that I really wanted to feel some-

thing or that this energy stuff really works? Suddenly Isra was 

saying that my head was slightly moving forward and back-

wards like I was nodding. It took everything I had not to open 

my eyes, but I have to say that I really did not think my head 

was moving at all. A few more nods apparently, and my ses-

sion was over. He said I have some expression issues, and 

according to him, Isra did too. I was wondering, which woman 

does not? The waves he said made my head go back and forth 

and Isra’s sideways were a form of reaction to the energy he 

was transmitting to us.

“The good news is that you don’t have any spirits possess-

ing you or evil eye,” he said. Yet apparently we have some 

emotional issues regarding talking about our own feelings. 

And to think that I am a journalist and words were my job.

Mohammed was looking very tired. I had to let him go after 

he taught us some mental suggestion tricks, but I still have not 

made up my mind completely about this energy thing. What 

do you think?

Healing by energy – personal experience
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By: Eyad N. Al-Samman

alsammanworld@yahoo.ca

Frame, Janet, was a New 
Zealand novelist, poet, es-
sayist and short-story writer. 
She was born on August 28, 
1924, in Dunedin, city in 

New Zealand, on southeastern South 
Island, on Otago Harbor, near the Pacif-
ic Ocean. Frame grew up in a working-
class family with a father working in 
the New Zealand railways and a mother 
working as a housemaid. She spent her 
early childhood years in different small 
towns in New Zealand's South Island 
provinces of Otago and Southland, 
before the family eventually settled in 
the coastal town of Oamaru. During 
her childhood, two of Frame's adolescent sisters died by drowning in separate 
accidents in 1937 and 1947. Frame attended Oamaru North School, Waitaki 
Girl's High School, and then began training as a teacher in 1943 at the Dunedin 
College of Education, auditing courses in English, French and psychology at 
the adjacent University of Otago. In 1944, Frame started a year of practical 
placement at the Arthur Street School in Dunedin. She left teaching and had to 
look after four elderly women in a boarding house to gain her livelihood. 

In 1945, Frame had a breakdown and misdiagnosed as a schizophrenic, con-
sequently, she was treated with insulin and administered over 100 rounds of 
electroconvulsive therapy. Over the course of the next eight years, Frame was 
repeatedly readmitted, often voluntarily, to a number of psychiatric hospitals 
in New Zealand, such as Seacliff Mental Hospital, in North Dunedin, Avon-
dale, in Auckland, and Sunnyside in Christchurch. In 1952, Frame was on the 
surgical list at Seacliff Hospital for a prefrontal leucotomy to make her normal 
but she was saved when a hospital worker read that she had won a literary 
prize and the operation was cancelled. In 1955, after her release from Seacliff, 
Frame moved to Takapuna, Auckland, to live on the property of New Zealand 
notable writer, Frank Sargeson. Frame left her home country on a State Liter-
ary Fund grant in 1956. She then moved to live in Ibiza, Andorra, and London, 
England, for the next seven years. She returned to New Zealand in 1963, ac-
cepting the Burns Fellowship at the University of Otago in 1965. In subsequent 
years, Frame lived in various parts of New Zealand's North Island including 
Auckland, Taranaki, Wanganui, the Horowhenua, Palmerston North, Waiheke, 
Stratford, Browns Bay and Levin. She finally returned to Dunedin in 1997.

Frame published eleven novels in her lifetime, together with four collec-
tions of short stories, a book of poetry, a children's book, and three volumes of 
autobiography. She has been shortlisted many times for the Nobel Prize of Lit-
erature. Her works were translated into at least 17 languages including French, 
Italian, Swedish, Japanese and Chinese.

In 1951, Frame published her first collection of short stories, "The Lagoon 
and Other Stories" which won the Hubert Church Memorial Award. The col-
lection consists of simple impressionist stories of childhood with unsettling 
hints of fantastic innate expressions of the world surrounding the child. Her 
first novel entitled "Owls Do Cry" (1957) in which Frame made extensive use 
of both her family tragedies and her time in hospitals. After publishing this 
novel, it was widely praised for its originality and its insights into the world 
of the insane. She wrote her next five books in London including "Faces in the 
Water" (1961), "The Edge of the Alphabet" (1962), "Scented Gardens for the 
Blind" (1963), and two story collections, "The Reservoir" (1963) and "Snow-
man, Snowman" (1963). Her other literary works include seven novels among 
them "A State of Siege" (1966), "Intensive Care" (1970), which describes a so-
ciety after a nuclear World War III ruled by super-technocrats, "Daughter Buf-
falo" (1972), which grew from periods she spent at a writer's colony, and "The 

Carpathians" (1988), which 
was her last literary work 
and won the Commonwealth 
Writers Prize in 1989; a vol-
ume of poetry, "The Pocket 
Mirror" (1967), and a chil-
dren's book, "Mona Minim 
and the Smell of the Sun" 
(1969). 

In 1965, Frame con-
tributed an autobiographi-
cal essay to a series called 
"Beginnings" in the literary 
magazine "Landfall." After-
ward, she penned a three-
part autobiography: "To 
the Is-Land" (1982), "An 
Angel at my Table" (1984) 
and "The Envoy from Mir-
ror City" (1985). This three-
volume autobiography was 
adapted into a movie in 
1990 called "An Angel at 
my Table." Her other liter-
ary works which were post-
humously released include 

a novel entitled "Towards Another Summer" (2007), a second volume of po-
etry and a handful of previously unpublished short stories.  

Frame was an honorary foreign member of the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters. She was awarded an honorary doctorate in literature in 1978 by 
the University of Otago and another one from Waikato University in 1992. She 
was also made a Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 1983 and 
was made a Member of the Order of New Zealand in 1990, the New Zealand's 
highest civil honor. In 2003, she won the New Zealand prime minister's award 
for literary achievements in fiction.

Frame died of leukemia on January 29, 2004, in Dunedin, New Zealand, 
at the age of 79. She said more than once in her autobiography: "My writing 
saved me." Frame will achieve immorality because generations of New Zea-
landers to come will marvel at the inspiration that led a very quiet, rather small, 
unassuming New Zealand woman to scale such heights and produce such a 
lasting legacy. She once wrote: "There is no past, present or future. Using 
tenses to divide time is like making chalk marks on water." 

Faces & Traces is a cultural series of concise biographies of local 
or international famous and obscure personalities in fields such 
as literature, arts, culture and religion in which these individuals 
contribute affirmatively. It is a short journey in contemporary 
history, attempting to tackle numerous effective characters in 
human civilization.

Written by Cathy Sewell

Illustrated by Blaise Sewell

Donated by The Curriculum Closet 

(www.curriculumcloset.com)

The second edition of Fly 
on the Wall Journal has 
been delivered. Mary, 
the caterpillar is missing, 
and there is a mysterious 

pod hanging in the corner of the news-
paper office. 

As soon as the second edition of 
Fly on the Wall Journal was delivered, 
everyone in City Park celebrated the 
good news of the Jam Factory opening 
soon. Cindy danced around her web as 
all of the insects in the tree sang and 
cheered. Even though it still looked 
creepy, Matty managed a smile. 

“Everyone loves us!” Rocko ex-
claimed. “We have created the great-
est newspaper ever!” 

“When should we get started on our 

next edition?” Jake asked, anxious to 
get everyone right back to work. 

“Oh, come on Jake,” Cindy almost 
sang. “We all need to relax and cel-
ebrate a little,” and she pulled out her 
yarn and knitting needles.

“Granny’s right. Besides, I think 
Rocko’s wounds could use some time 
to heal,” José said, with a nod toward 
the bandage-covered centipede. 

“At ease, ants,” Ricky ordered, and 
they all instantly nodded off, still in a 
straight line. In fact, the whole branch 
got very quiet. 

“I have a theory about this growth 
in the corner of our office.” Jake said 
to break the silence. “I think that be-
fore Mary left she decided that we all 
needed a good way to exercise,” Jake 
said, picking through Rocko’s office 
supplies. 

“What are you looking for?” Rocko 
tried to help Jake. “And be careful, 
there are sharp tools in that drawer!”

“Yeah, we wouldn’t want anyone to 
get hurt,” Matty said sarcastically.

“I did find more medical supplies,” 
Cindy yelled over to Rocko and Jake. 
“But I was hoping to save them for the 
third edition of the Journal. 

“Here it is!” Jake announced, as 
he pulled a roll of thick tape out of a 
drawer. He wrapped the tape around 
the ends of his front legs and walked 
over to the corner of the office.

“Jake, please tell me you aren’t 
thinking of hitting the mystery ob-
ject,” Cindy begged. 

“Well, it is clearly a punching bag,” 
Jake responded, annoyed at Cindy’s 
pestering. “So I figured one of us 
should test it out.”

And right when Jake pulled his 
hand back for the first punch, Rocko 
grabbed it from behind. “I don’t know 
what that crazy thing is… but it just 
doesn’t seem right to go punching it.” 

“Well, I don’t know what crazy 
thing you are, Rocko,” Matty jumped 
in, “But I’d like to make a punching 
bag of you!”

“Hold on bugs!” Ricky stepped in 

the middle of the three insects, just as 
it was getting ugly. “Let’s not get in a 
fight just as things are going so well 
for our team.”

“I agree with Ricky,” Cindy shout-
ed from her web. “We insects have to 
stick together!”

“What?” Jake said confused. “But 
Cindy, you’re not an inse…” But 
before he could finish his sentence, 
Rocko had all of his arms wrapped 
around Jake’s mouth. 

“I’m not a what?” Cindy asked, not 
noticing Rocko whispering something 
to Jake.

“I meant to say ‘you’re a… an… 
um…, you’re a nice insect, Cindy. 
And I appreciate your advice.’” Jake 
stumbled through his response. 

“Hey José,” Rocko quickly changed 
the subject. “What story should we 
have in our next edition?”

“Oh, dear. Oh my,” Cindy said, 
carefully picking up a small piece of 
a City newspaper that sat on her web.  
“This blew off of that massive stack 
of paper we have over there. I can’t 
be sure but this headline sounds like 
something we might want to investi-
gate!” 

“Let me see that!” Matty reached 
over the edge of the web and grabbed 
the paper out of Cindy’s hand. “EX-
TERMINATOR TO CLEAN OUT 
THE CITY,” he read aloud to the 
group, and immediately his green skin 
turned white. Cindy thought he was 
going to faint, and she quickly spun a 
web next to him to cushion his fall. 

“No way!” Rocko said. “There’s 
just no way we can put a story like 
that in our paper. Do you want to set 
off a panic in the park?” 

“Rocko might be right,” José agreed. 
“Who are we to tell everyone about 
such terrible news? I mean, everyone 
is so excited about the Jam Factory 
that we’re the heroes! Who says we 
have to report such bad news?” 

“Well, let’s all gather together and 
figure out what we should do,” Jake 
declared.

Reading Comprehension Questions & Activities:
What was the reaction to the Jam Factory story?

What is Jake’s guess about the object in the corner of the room?

Why did Matty turn white?

What do you think they should do?

If you were there in the newsroom, how would you have prevented a ýght between 
Matty and Rocko? Rewrite that part of the story, introducing yourself as a character. 

What conþict resolution skills would you use? 
Do you think Matty is a bully? Hold a classroom discussion about how to deal with 

bullies. Create a “No Bullies Allowed” poster for your school/classroom. 

Insect World:
In the story we ýnd out that Cindy isnôt an insect. What other main character is not 
an insect? What are four features that insects have? 

Newspaper Connection:
Should a newspaper report the bad news with the good? Are there more good 

news stories or bad news stories in your newspaper? 

Chapter 5 – The News Team Struggles

By: Ismail Al-Ghabri

Aged 64, the famous Ye-
meni pioneer of paint-
ing in died of disease on 
November 7 in the city 
of Taiz. Yemen has lost 

an asset and an active contributor to 
not only the development of the art of 
painting, but to the cultural movement 
in Yemen in general. 

Born in 1945, Hashem Ali grew 
up loving knowledge and arts, and he 
received his early education in Had-
ramout. He fulfilled his desire and stud-
ied arts in early 1960s, and since 1970 
he has kept his workshop open to those 
who are interested in studying and ac-
quiring artistic skills. 

Hashem Ali became known for his 
exceptional participation in more than 
45 exhibitions in Yemen and abroad, 
the first of which he kicked off person-
ally in 1967. He was among the found-
ers of the Yemeni fine artists associa-
tion, and he was later appointed as head 
of this association.

He was awarded Sana’a Golden To-
ken –first class, and later, in 1989, he 
received the Token for Arts and Lit-
erature, and the in year 2001, he was 

awarded Honor Shield by the Alsaeed 
Culture and Science Establishment in 
Taiz.

Yemenis in general, and his col-
leagues, students, and the lovers of his 
art will not forget him, or his collec-
tion of beautiful, and fascinating work 
that has touched their feelings and won 
their admiration.

He has left behind a great heritage 
of works representing different artistic 
schools. However, he was s a pioneer 
of realistic expressionism movement in 
the art of painting.

His paintbrush could deeply tackle 
the spirit of viewer and entice him to 
behold the vitality of colors, the shapes 
and the expressions of the artist him-
self, which have been poured into the 
picture in a magnificent way that ap-
peals to the eye and soul of the viewer. 

He translated the different facets of 
man’s life on earth into lively colors. 
His works embodied changes in the 
surrounding environment and are a part 
of social sceneries.

Hashem Ali did not reduce himself 
to a mere pursuer of profits by trading 
in arts like some. Instead, he has been 
known for his commitment to values 
and personal self-respect. Realizing his 

role as a senior artist, and a teacher as 
well, he elevated himself to the level 
that suits his experience as a unique 
artist.

Colleagues and students paid a trib-
ute to Hashem Ali and expressed with 
their sorrow that their valued 
senior's life has come to an 
end. They consoled them-
selves with memories of the 
deceased and his impact on 
their lives and careers. His 
memory will remain imprint-
ed in their hearts and souls.

The funeral took place in 
Taiz City, and was attended 
by high ranking officials 
of the governorate includ-
ing Taiz Governor Hamood 
Khaled Alsoofi, Deputy Min-
ister of Culture Ahmed Aalem 
Alkadi, and other important 
figures in culture and litera-

ture. All expressed sorrow for the death 
of Hashem Ali and said it was a big loss 
for the nation. They expressed their ad-
miration and appreciation for the great 
cultural achievements for his country, 
Yemen.

Renowned painter

Hashem Ali dies

Janet Frame: A world-renowned 

reclusive kiwi writerer





BY : Layla Asda 

For the Yemen Times 

Languages and cultures 
vary, but the language of 
music is the same every-
where; especially the lan-
guage of hip hop- which 

is not only music, it’s a way of life.
 Hip hop is the language and the 

culture of this age, said  international  
Hip Hop  dancers in Sana'a, last 
week. 

The French Cultural Center and the 
German House in Sana'a organized  a 
Hip Hop concert that combined danc-
ing, singing and music which was a 
mix of Western music and the Eastern 
folklore on the 18th of November, 
with the participation of several inter-

national dancers from France and 
Germany as well as singers from 
Yemen to mix both cultures.

The concert will be in The Yemeni 

cultural Centre.

The dancers are from Germany and 
Yemen, participating to revive this 
cultural event, which has been taken 
place three times in Yemen. Samir 
Akika is originally from Algeria. He 
is a dancer and a choreographer, and 
was in Havana staging one of his 
works with the Contemporary Dance 
Group of Cuba. Akika has done 
important work with dance-theater in 
Germany. His choreographic style is 
meant to combine the formal language 
of dancing with the visual medium of 
films, to produce a new cinematic 

dance-theatre. He is still working on 
the resulting tension between theatri-
cal distance and cinematic intimacy. 
His works included Didjelli, Lilja, 
Navara, and the latest, "Extended 
Teenage Era” and "Plastikseele" 
which is brand new. It was created 
and performed in Venezuela, per-
formed in Germany last month, and 
scheduled for next year in Germany. 
He also did a lot of projects for chil-
dren. For example, the Hip Hop acad-
emy in Hamburg where he worked 
this year.

 From France, the performers were: 
Nabil Ouelhadj, Farid Berki, the 
French hip hop dancer who is one of 
the pioneers of hip hop in France and 
Europe, and the French DJ, Malik 
Berki. 

From Yemen, there was Shorok, 
Abudallatif Yakoub, Hjaj who is  a 
Rab singer, and Mohammed Farhan, 
who is originally from Iraq. He is a 
Hip Hop teacher as well.

 The dancers mentioned that this 
concert is a result of  two years of 
working  and rehearsals.  "Each one 
of them has done his part in his own 
language and field, which is a Factor 
for innovation and evaluation of new 
things to introduce it in a new way," 
said Nabil Ouelhdaj,  who is also an 
international dancer.  

Farid Berki, the French Hip Hob 
dancer, pointed out that this concert 
combines dancing, singing, and play-
ing music. "It  is an extension of what 
they started doing last year, and now 
they have new ideas to apply,"  he 
added. 

"As for what we are going to devel-
op this year, we cooperated with 
Yemeni singers and I can say that we 
have a level of artistry that reached an 
advanced stage. Therefore, it will be 
interesting and useful for me to learn 
new things."  The Yemeni Hip Hop 
performer said.

   The other Yemeni Hip Hop per-
former Abudl-Latif,  talked  the pos-
sibility  of blending Yemeni folklore 
and Hip hop. “There is no difficulty at 
all because it is done by professional 
musicians and improvisation doesn’t 
exist,"  He said also, “it doesn’t 
change the Yemeni music keys at all, 
because it is an accurate work and 
considered the pinnacle of what was 
presented previously. This time, it is 
just introduced in a new and expres-
sive way. 

Moreover, Hajaj (AJ) pointed to the 
public acceptance to this kind of 
music performance saying: the accep-
tance is quite good, especially since 
most of the population of Yemen is 
youth and they accept it because it is 
something new that combines Rap 
and Pop in new way, through which 
they will discuss issues like the impor-
tance of Unity, and fighting terrorism, 
in an artistic way. According to them, 
Hip Hop can convey a message that 

Yemen is not a backward country, 
where there are only terrorists.     

 They all agreed in one point, which 
is that a mixture of Western and 
Eastern music represented in a new 
way will add a creative touch.

The Director of the French Cultural 
Center, Joel Dechezlepretre talked 
about the good relationship between 
Yemen, France, and Germany and 
said that “there will be a Hip hop con-
cert in the 18th of this month that 
combines the efforts of artists from 
France, Germany, and Yemen”.

About this concert, the German cul-
tural attache Jens Boshman In The 
German Embassy in Sana'a said, "It is 
a contributory project between the 
German Embassy and the French 
Embassy which is a symbol of the 
good relations," pointing out that this 
event came along with the anniversary 
of the collapse of the Berlin Wall 20 
years ago," 

Boshman pointed out that all artists 
have to create a nice cooperation, and 
on the 18th of November, there will 
be a big concert.

By: Khaled Al-Hilaly

To mark the British 
Council’s 75 years of 
work around the world, 
six Yemeni students were 
declared winners of the 

Middle East short story competition in 
Sana'a on Thursday. 

"Writing a story is not only about 
language, it is more than that," said 
Fetwi Yosief, British Council English 
Project Manager in Yemen. "A good 
story is one that deals with feelings, 
thoughts and situations that we all 
experience as human beings and it 
makes us understand these feelings are 
different and we become more tolerant 
to each other."

The celebration focused on high-
lighting the council's experience and 
expertise in cultural relations and dem-
onstrates how its work fosters interna-
tional co-operation to help individuals 
address issues of global concern. 

"A big motivation for participating 
in this competition was the laptop as 
the biggest prize," said Tawheeda 
Yehya an English teacher at Rabba’a 
Al-Adawiya School in Sana'a.

Yehya said she is proud of her stu-
dents, three of whom won prizes in the 
competition. "This is the only relief 
we teachers get," she said. "We don't 
have any financial support, the only 
encouragement and enthusiasm we get 
is from our students when we see them 
succeed in life."  

"It is a nice competition and it helps 
people think of stories and makes them 

believe that they can do something 
good or something big," said Arwah 
Al-Kahatani, a 14-year-old student at 
Rabba’a Al-Adawiya School.

The competition criteria was chal-
lenging for the participants, as they 

were asked to create a short story in 
which the first letters of each new line 
spelled out the words "British Council 
is 75" when read vertically. 

Michael White, British Council 
Director in Yemen said the winners 

managed to overcome the challenge 
and they "created very interesting sto-
ries," he said.

For example, Al-Kahatani, wrote 
her story about a treasure hunter who 

meets witch in the forest. She said she 
hopes her story inspires readers to 
seek adventures. "You can have your 
adventure," she said. "You can do 
stuff, you don't have to be lazy at 
home."   

Similar competitions were held by 
the council in the Gulf Countries and 
Iraq and targeted two age groups, 12 
to 15, and 16 to 18. The countries that 
participated were Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar, UAE, Iraq and Yemen. The 
competitions have gone through sev-
eral stages since it began in March 
2009. First it was promoted, and then 
stories were collected and judged 
before the winners were announced. 
The Ministry of Education helped pro-
moting the competition by advertising 
it for schools on its Web site.

The six Yemeni winners were cho-

sen from 74 participants from public 
and private schools. All the winners 
were female students who thanked 
their parents and teachers for encour-
aging them to participate. All winners 
will have their stories published on a 
page of the British Council Web site 
devoted to 75th anniversary events. 
Prizes included a laptop, an iPod and 
British Council electronic dictionaries.

The top winner was Ruba Al-Eryani 
from Sana'a International School in 
Sana'a. Other winners were Bothaina 
Abdu Alrakeeb Basha, Arwah 
Abdulgafour Al-Kahatani and Kholood 
Al Jedani from Rabba’a Al-Adawiya 
School in Sana'a, Amal Abubakar 
Rassem from Hail Saeed School in 
Hodaidah, and Shayma Mohammed 
Saleh Haydra from Al-Kuwait school 
in Taiz.

Yemen’s first and  most widely-read
English-language newspaper

Hip Hop can convey a message that yemen is not a backward country, accorrding to intearntional Hip Hop per-

formers.

The six Yemeni winners were chosen from 74 participants from public and private schools.

Hip Hop Way of Life

Promising Yemeni writers 

win British Council contest
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