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HARADH, NOV. 19  (IRIN) - Nasser 
Ridhwan, 78, is a recent arrival in the 
al-Mazraq Camp for internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in Haradh District, 
Hajjah Governorate, some 130km south-
west of his home village of Mashnaq, 
near Dukhan Mountain, which has 
become a battleground in fighting 
between the Saudi army and Houthi-led 
Shia rebels. 

Ridwhan, who for the past 30 years 
has worked as a day labourer in the 
Saudi town of Jaizan, 20km away from 
his home, has lost contact with his 
80-year-old wife since 12 September, 
when fighting between the Yemeni army 
and Houthis cut off access to his home. 
From al-Mazraq camp, Ridhwan told 
IRIN his story: 

"On 13 September, I left home early 
in the morning for work in Jaizan hop-
ing to come back before sunset, as 
usual, but couldn't after heavy fighting 
cut access to our home where my old 
wife was waiting for me. 

"I then took shelter with many other 

displaced Yemenis who had fled 
their villages for uninhabited 
homes in the southern part of 
Saudi Arabia. I kept going to 
work in the Saudi town where I 
used to carry goods on my back 
from trucks to stores, making 
about 20-30 Saudi riyals [US$5-
10] a day. 

"I was waiting for the security 
situation to improve in order to get back 
to my wife with the 820 riyals [$220] 
that I saved over the past 50 days, but it 
didn’t happen. Saudi policemen forced 
me and the other displaced families out 
of the homes we were in at 6am on 6 
November, saying that Houthi gunmen 
were using us as human shields in their 
clashes with Saudi border guards. 

"I then began a five-day trip on foot 
with these families, taking shelter under 
trees overnight and begging any villag-
ers we passed for food and water until 
we reached al-Mazraq camp on 11 
November. 

The situation made it impossible for 

me to think about returning home and 
seeing my wife. 

"I don't know where she is now; 
missing, dead, gone with other people. 
She was alone when I left her. We had 
been married for more than 65 years, 
but had no children - this was our desti-
ny. 

"I had nothing in life but my wife, 
who I’ve now lost. I don't know how 
she will survive because it is the first 
time in 50 years for me to disappear 
from her. 

"I don't know when the security situ-
ation will improve so that I can get back 
home and see what happened to her. My 
hope that she is still alive is vanishing."

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam 

SA’ADA, NOV. 22 – Fierce clashes 
between Yemeni and Saudi forces on 
one side, and Houthi supporters on the 
other, continue in various Saada dis-
tricts. 

Saudi media sources revealed on 
Saturday that Jordanian commandos 
are backing the Saudi army in its oper-
ations against Houthis at the Dukhan 
Mountain. 

The Eco of Najd and Hijaz newspa-
per said that the Jordanian commandos 
arrived at Saudi camps in the northern 
city of Tabuk a few days ago, and were 
then transported by planes to the south-
ern part of the Kingdom. The newspa-
per revealed that those forces suffered 
great losses as a result of Houthi 
assaults against them. 

According to local sources, more 
bloody clashes between both warring 
parties lasted up to three hours in 
Saada City after Houthis attempted to 
take control of the Republican Palace. 
Dozens were killed or injured on both 

sides.
Houthis denied that they targeted the 

Republican Palace, adding they target-
ed military positions surrounding the 
palace. 

The Yemeni Defense Ministry-
affiliated 26sep.net reported that the 
army killed several Houthis and seized 
their equipment in Sabkhana, Maarasa, 
Jarahih and Jabal Khazzan , and 
thwarted a Houthi attempt to sneak 
into a strategic military position near 
Sa’ada City. The same source added 
that the army thwarted another Houthi 
attempt to sneak into the Maqash and 
camp areas. 

In the Harf Sufyan district of the 
governorate of Amran, fierce confron-
tations between both warring parties 
have been continuing since Friday 
morning, particularly in mountains 
nearby the Marbaa, Majzaa, Saifan, 
Shabireq, and Abla, where several 
were killed or injured on both sides. 

From its side, the Media Office of 
Houthi field leader Abdulmalik 
Al-Houthi said that their fighters hin-

dered advancement of government 
troops in Harf Sufyan. 

According to a recent statement 
issued by the office, Saudi jets resumed 
Saturday air raids on the Dukhan 
Mountain and neighboring villages, as 
well as Malahidh and Shadha districts. 
The statement added that the Saudi jets 
struck the education office of Razih 
district and burnt trade stores in the 
Malahidh and Hasama markets. 

Circulated by email, the statement 
continued that Houthis took over 134 
military positions and eight Sa’ada dis-
tricts since the sixth Sa’ada war broke 
out in mid-August. It accused the 
Saudi army of using phosphor bombs 
in its aerial shelling on Jabal Dukhan, 
Hasama and Dhahr Al-Himar areas. 

Six Saudi soldiers were killed were 
killed in a Houthi assault on Thursday, 
Saudi media sources said, adding that 
Saudi Marines are taking control of the 
64km-long coastline between Jaizan 
and Mausem towns to prevent poten-
tial infiltration of militants into Saudi 
territory. They confirmed that Saudi 

fighter jets destroyed two Kaytusha 
launch-pads, belonging to anonymous 
militants.  

The Saudi sources said that strategic 
positions belonging to Saudi troops 
were hit by anonymous groups, killing 
six soldiers and injuring another eight 
as they were patrolling areas near the 
Yemeni border to clear them of Houthi 
gunmen. 

The Al-Sharq Al-Awsat newspaper 
reported that the Saudi army launched 
extensive airstrikes on Thursday 
against Houthi strongholds while 
ground forces used heavy mortars to 
attack trenches where Houthis are 
believed to be hiding. 

According to the newspaper, the 
Saudi fighter jets hit over the past three 
days several buildings in Saudi villag-
es in the southern part of the kingdom, 
suspected to be used by Houthis in 
attacking Saudi troops. 

Africans’ involvement 

The newspaper quoted Yemeni sources 
as saying that “Houthis received fur-

ther support over the past time peri-
od…They use elements from the Horn 
of Africa, particularly Somalia, in dig-
ging trenches on mountains, which 
they use for storing ammunition and 
implanting ambushes against the 
army.”

According to sources, advanced 
engineering methods are used in dig-
ging trenches that provide good pro-
tection for Houthi fighters during their 
clashes with troops. 

Saudi military sources confirmed 
that Houthis resorted to concentrating 
their efforts on fighting with Saudi 
troops near the Yemeni border. The 
sources added that the Saudi army 
received further sophisticated equip-
ment that helps in controlling the 
spread of Houthis. 

Saudi Arabia announced two weeks 
ago that it began a series of military 
operations to clear its areas near the 
border with Yemen of Houthis, whom 
it accuses of sneaking into its territory, 
and killing several officers and sol-

diers. 
In Sana’a, a Yemeni security source 

said that security authorities obtained 
accurate information from detained 
Somalis uncovering involvement of 
foreign parties in providing support for 
Houthis, including training their fight-
ers and teaching them how to handle 
heavy and medium arms and set up 
ambushes. 

During last Friday’s sermon, Kadhim 
Sadiqi, an Iranian mosque preacher, 
accused the Yemeni government of 
killing its own people by Saudi rock-
ets. 

The Iranian news agency (IRNA) 
quoted Sadiqi as saying that tragic 
catastrophes are occurring in Yemen 
with Saudi rockets being used to anni-
hilate innocent citizens in north Yemen. 
He urged the Organization of Islamic 
Conference and other international 
organizations to demonstrate a good 
position about the conflict. Sadiqi also 
criticized the Yemeni government for 
allowing foreigners to intervene in its 
domestic issues and kill its citizens.

Jordanian Commandos support Saudi troops in fight against Houthis

By: Rachelle Kliger 

The Media Line

SANA’A, NOV. 20  — A new UN 
study has found that more than half of 
all Yemeni children suffer from stunted 
growth. Children in half a dozen coun-
tries in the Middle East and North 
Africa have stunted growth problems 
resulting from malnutrition, a recent 
report by the United Nations’ children 
organization (UNICEF) found.

The UNICEF report indicates that 
more than half the children in both 
Afghanistan and Yemeni suffer from 
stunted growth, causing a vast array of 
problems and often perpetuating pov-
erty.

59% of Afghanistan’s children were 
found to have a stunted growth rate, 
followed closely by 58% of the chil-
dren in Yemen. Eritrea recorded a 44% 
stunted growth rate among its children, 
followed by 42% in Somalia, 40% in 
Sudan and 29% in Egypt.

Piyali Mustaphi, a UNICEF nutri-
tion specialist for the Middle East and 
North Africa region, said it was worry-
ing that Yemen, Sudan and Egypt all 
featured in the top 24 countries with 
the highest levels of stunted growth 
among children. 

“Stunting is chronic malnutrition, 
which results in the diminished cogni-
tive and physical development of a 
child, leading to poor performance in 
school,” she told The Media Line. 
“When the child becomes an adult, it 
might lead to low productivity of the 
person and ultimately leading to pov-
erty. So it’s become a vicious cycle.”

 “The main reason for stunted 
growth is poor infant and young child 
feeding practices, mainly at the house-
hold level, combined with illnesses 
and a poor status of women in the 
country and the household,” she 
added.

Mustaphi said that while stunting is 

impossible to reverse, governments 
can work to prevent it. 

“Malnutrition shouldn’t just be tack-
led by the Ministry of Health or one 
U.N. agency,” she said. “It has to be 
tackled by inter-government ministries, 
who should realize that the issue has 
long-term effects for the country. One 
of our main challenges is bringing this 
to the forefront and getting good gov-
ernment commitment to reduce malnu-
trition.”

UNICEF officials say that the high 
levels of stunted growth in Yemen are 
a result of a combination of factors, 
including poor healthcare facilities, 
poor knowledge among women of the 
value of infant feeding and more 
recently a conflict on the northern bor-
der. 

“Yemen has an area of conflict 
which is almost inaccessible,” 
Mustaphi said. “So malnutrition and 
stunting might be even higher in those 
areas,” 

Children in the Palestinian territories 
featured surprisingly low in the inter-
national rankings, with a 10% preva-

lence of stunted growth, far better than 
some of the territories’ wealthier neigh-
bors. 

“This is an overall country average, 
but there are issues of disparity in 
Palestine, and we need to keep that in 
mind,” Mustaphi said. “Eight out of 
ten households in Gaza rely on food 
aid assistance from United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency or the World 
Food Programme. The other thing we 
need to remember is that presently it is 
10% but stunting was as low as 7.6% 
in 1996, and it has now risen to 10% 
so there is an increase in stunting.”

Chris Gunness, a spokesman for the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency argued that a variety of fac-
tors, including psychological problems, 
affect the health situation of Palestinian 
children. 

“If you’re looking at a child who is 
affected by a conflict or whose house 
is demolished, there are many other 
factors that have to be taken into 
account if you want to talk about the 
child’s health,” Gunness told the Media 
Line. 

Half of Yemeni children suffer from stunted growth

By: Heather Murdock

SANA’A, NOV. 22 – As the humani-
tarian crisis in northern Yemen contin-
ues to escalate, the United Nations is 
preparing to appeal for USD 177 mil-
lion worth of emergency aid for 2010, 
according to Ivo Freijsen, the head of 
the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs.

In early September, the UN asked 
for USD 23.7 million for emergency 
relief in Yemen, and so far has 
received 50 percent of the funds. But 
the number of people fleeing the war 
in Sa'ada is increasing every day, and 
more and more people are depending 
on international aid for food, shelter, 
water and healthcare. "It's an impor-
tant lifeline," said Freijsen. 

About 175,000 people are believed 
to have fled their homes since the war 
began in 2004, and about 40 percent 
still have no access to humanitarian 
aid. "We need to double our efforts," 

he added.
And displaced people are streaming 

out of Sa'ada, according to a recent 
UN refugee agency (UNHCR) report. 
As many as 900 people are arriving 
daily at the Mazrak camp in Hajja. 
The overcrowded desert camp is now 
home to about 10,000 people, and the 
situation is "dire," according to the 
report.  

Eleven percent of the children at the 
Mazrak camp are acutely malnour-
ished, according to the UN children's 
agency (UNICEF), and many could 
die without treatment. Last month, 
nine children died at the camp because 
they were malnourished, according to 
Naseem Rehman, UNICEF head of 
communications. "Displacement has 
brought them to the brink of death," 
he said. 

Further north, in Sa'ada, the 
International Committee for the Red 
Cross is caring for 11,000 people, 
according to a recent ICRC report. 

One of their camps was set up a 
month ago, and the population has 
already more than doubled. And as the 
fighting spreads, conditions are get-
ting worse."It is very difficult for peo-
ple in need of basic or emergency 
medical care to reach whatever func-
tioning health-care facilities are left," 
said Jean-Nicolas Marti, the ICRC's 
head in Yemen, according to the 
report.

And in the south, security concerns 
have forced aid workers to abandon 
the Khaiwan camp, according to a 
UNHCR report. Shells, gunfire and 
fighting are heard there almost every-
day, according to the report.

In Sa'ada city, prices have tripled 
and families are running out of money 
and food, wrote Saddam al Abdeeni in 
the National newspaper. The people 
are trapped and the war shows no sign 
of slowing. "Most days I wake to the 
sound of machine guns, rockets and 
the drone of fighter planes," he wrote.

UN to launch new appeal for emergency aid

Fighting in Saada Governorate cut Nasser Ridhwan off from his elderly wife 

in their home. He now lives in al-Mazraq IDP camp.
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By: Mahmoud Assamiee 

  
SANA’A, NOV. 22  — Gas crises 
increase before any Islamic occasion 
in Yemen, and this time of year is no 
different. The approaching Eid 
Al-Adha'a, or Celebration of Sacrifice, 
has thrown Yemen into another gas 
crisis.

 Yemen witnessed gas shortages dur-
ing the early days of Ramadan, as well 
as holidays in past years, without any 
justification. Gas sellers and influential 
people have a monopoly on this impor-
tant substance, and use these occasions 
to increase the prices of gas due to the 
rise in demand. 

  The prices of gas cylinders have 
doubled. The usual price is 650 YR but 
during this period it has hiked to 1300 
YR. 

  "Yesterday, after a long search for 
gas, I bought a gas cylinder for YR 
1300," said Naser al-Hamami, a gov-
ernment employee. "I am wondering 
what the reasons are behind this crisis, 
wasn't Yemen exporting its first ship-
ment of gas two weeks ago? There is 
corruption in the country. Yemen is 
rich in gas so what are the justifica-
tions of this increase?"   

Al-Hamami, who is close to official 
sources, believes that concerned par-
ties, particularly municipal officials do 
not perform their duties honestly in 
monitoring the process of selling gas 
because they take a part of gas reve-
nues for themselves. This means that 
when the gas prices increase, the por-
tion for municipal officals increases 
automatically. 

Gas vendors find their business has 
become difficult, and find themselves 
waiting for days to refill their supply 
of gas to sell to their customers. 

  "I have been waiting for three con-
secutive days to get gas from gas 
stores but to no avail," said Mohammad 
al-Usabi, an owner of  a handcart he 
uses for house-to-house gas selling. 
"Nowadays, I am without work 

because I cannot afford to buy from 
my distributors, as they sell a cylinder 
for YR 900, and that is the vendor 
price." 

 Al- Usabi said he finds it difficult 
to sell gas to his customers for more 
than YR 900 because of the price, and 
prefers waiting until the crises is over 
to resume his work. 

 Men, women and children are wait-
ing in long lines at gas stores search-
ing for gas. According to them, these 
stores sell propane cylinders for YR 
650. 

The problem is greater for owners 
of cafes and restaurants. Some of them 
have closed their shops because of a 
lack of gas. 

 "I closed my coffee shop because I 
cannot get gas to cook and make tea 
for my customers," said Gamil al-Haz-
mi, owner of a coffee shop in the al-
Hasaba area. 

The Ministry of Oil and Minerals 
did not give specific information about 
the gas crisis, and attributed the short-
age to a group in the Mareb governor-

ate which has tried to stop gas trucks 
from coming from Mareb to Sana'a. 

  "Last Wednesday, a gang of people, 
looking for money, tried to stop the 
trucks but the problem was solved two 
days ago," said Ministry of Oil and 
Minerals' Spokesperson Aref 
Muharram. 

 He went on to say that gas sellers, 
both owners of gas stores and gas ven-
dors, utilized this incident to raise the 
prices of cooking gas. "The crisis is 
over, gas stores are full of gas and 
people have to be assured everything 
is OK," said Muharram. 

 Two weeks ago, Yemen exported 
the first shipment of natural liquefied 
gas from its five-billion-dollar strate-
gic gas project in the Mareb governor-
ate, via Balhaf Port, Shabwa governor-
ate, to American and Asian markets.   

  Yemen is one of the fifth countries 
in the world which has giant gas 
reserves. It is considered the second in 
the Arab world, after Qatar, in terms of 
producing and exporting natural gas to 
the world.

Gas Crisis evolves with Eid approaching

Men, women and children are waiting in long lines at gas stores searching 

for gas. According to them, these stores sell propane cylinders for YR 650.
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Nasser Ridhwan, "I had nothing in 

life but my wife, who I’ve now lost"
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By : Mohammed Ghoath

The folk heritage shows of 
the all Yemeni provinces 
owns unique artistic fea-
tures…

The first artistic pan-
orama usually starts in the lanes of 
the old cities of  Yemen,  where you 
can see children play joyfully the tra-
ditional game called game of pranced 
or jump. 

As also you can hear the strikes 
coming out from an ironsmith work-
shop in souq Al-Mihdada (ironware's 
market) in blend with mantra song 
during the making of the final figura-
tion of the Sahb(the plough cutting 
edge) tool that has become ready for 
use in farms.

 On another part of the scene, thereزز
is a farmer coming into the arena 
singing to trigger off his ox dragging 
the plough across the field 

Besides, a group of women are 
breaking silence in the valley by sing-
ing  polyphonies called mahagil dur-
ing a special agrarian season in which 

they  harvest grass in quantities 
required for feeding their animal 
stock during the upcoming winter.

Folk Games:
Traditional playoffs practiced in 

the Y are diverse from those practiced 
by  children and youngsters to those 
for the elder ones

Some of these games are festive, 
and played only in certain season

These include the following 
 .Al- Gahtabah: a playoff mainly 

performed by children and who use a 
thin and  rather lengthy stick to fling 
up another short stick abridged 
between two small  stones 
Al-Madraha: a winging gadget often 
set up indoor as enjoyable playoff for 
children and young women who gath-
er during Haj (pilgrim) season to cel-
ebrate the  holy visit paid by a pil-
grimage to Mecca

The playoff is often accompanied 
by mantras on the occasion

Al-Sha'ah:special game played by 
children particularly

Girls who draw in the playground a 
rectangular divided into a number of 

squares.
The player put a small piece of 

stone in the first square and should 
play with one leg to push or pick the 
stone into the next square until he-she 
complete the process as well through 
all squares.

Bareed-bareed Al-Hadeed: a spe-
cial playoff of children played out-
door  collectively by two teams in 
competition Each team makes small 
heaps of soil but  hidden from the 
competitors who in turn try to dis-
cover their locations and wipe  them 
out.

The two teams interchange posi-
tions of heap accumulators and heap 
destructors.

Other traditional playoffs include: 
Kafisha (discovery) Habs  Amman)   
secure  padlock) Tabb (ball), shid-
Arkhi (tighten-loose),Man sarag 
Algadoom (who has stolen it(.

Folk verses and Songs.
Folk poetry is a great part of the 

popular inherited traditions in the 
yemen.

It takes diverse forms and subjects 
vary from one lively aspects to 

another.
Some of verse genres include:
a long poem Made sometimes in 

more than 150 lines on different 
Matters, and reliable for being sung 
with the lute tunes.

Zamil, a folk two versified lines 
having unified rhyme and meters, 
polyphonically sung by men dur-
ing special festive such as wedding 
celebrity when  the groom's rela-
tives gathered to welcome their 
guests.

Albalah: this favorite genre is 
alkso associated with social occa-
sions such  as holidays or wedding 
celebrities depends on competition 
by poets and declaimers who gath-
er to rehearse poems or poetic lines 
in Self-righteous  ,commendation 
lampoonery or irony.

Alhal: a type of folk versifica-
tion presented extemporarily by an 
endowed guest poet who appraises 

the host and the occasion of the invi-
tation.

This is often succeeded by another 
poet from the hosting part who should 
address the gest by the same rhyme 
of his poem.

Alhijjab a special singing genres 
collectively performed by women 
during a  wedding celebrity or 
Al-Madraha playoff.

 Agriculture is the main activity of 
the governorate's inhabitants, and 
according to this fact, most of  folk 
songs are related to agrarian life.

Songs of the farmers are their best 
creation that avail for them means to 
express their inner feeling and atti-
tudes including those in which they 
express their wishes, joy, worries, and 
miseries.

Farmers also adopted a variety of 
anecdotes, folktales, and myths not 
only to amuse themselves but also to 
image their lives, experiences, habits, 
and rituals  in which they have illus-
trated their culture and antagonism 
between good and evil. You can hear 
them recite their poems, couplets, and 
songs during farming in the lands and 
at the times withdraw water from 
wells or when they come to  grind 
foodstuff for cooking.

Because they have various liveli-
ness dealings and events, they have 
as well various songs.

Mahaed: Different polyphonic 
national hymns and songs vary from 
those sung in the field to those people 
chant during construction of build-
ings or in other work sites.

Both men and women share this 
norm.

Indeed they have created this sing-
ing episodes in relation to their belief 
that singing is a human practice that 
alleviate intricacy of Working.

Mared A singing type often per-
formed individually during working 
particularly in farms.

Such songs are plain full of tradi-
tional maxims adages and folk acu-
mens inherited from ancestors.

Dances:
With regard to folk dances ,Yemen is 
rich by diverse bops and salsas that 
date back to ancient times.

Some of the dances may look alike 
but there are minor various differenc-
es that make each dance has a special 
name according to these differences 
or the place where it is performed

Of course different life events have 
as well different dances.

However include unified monoto-
nous but collective movements in 
cohesion with drum hits and pipe har-
mony.

The splendor of Yemeni dances, in 

addition to the middle location of the 
governorate, most of its dances have 
been taken up into other districts or 
inspired the dances in other governor-
ates but in different names.

Albara'a a  folk dance  performed 
by two dancers and utmost three per-
formed with drum and flute rushes.

Foot movements are dominating 
through the full dance episode.

Adasa'h the most rapid dance per-
formed by two dancers with drum 
and pipe rushes. 

Cadence acts include the dancer's 
rounded movement, and rhythmic sit-
ting during the session.

Artistic shows from Yemeni folk heritage







I. What to Say
Situations and Expressions (108):
Expressing gratitude
Gratitude is what distinguishes humans from animals. 
It is not, as cynics view, the wagging of a tail, but indeed 
the memory of the heart. 
Thank you (so much)!
Words stand mute to express my thanks.
I don't know how to thank you.
I have no words to thank you adequately.
I am most grateful to you for the favor.
I am much beholden to you for your kind gesture.
I shall always hold your help in grateful memory.

II. How to Say it Correctly
Correct grammatical or idiomatic error, if any, in the 
following sentences
1.	 The remark made in the review is on the other chapter 

and having little relevance here.
2.	 Abu Talib accompanied by his brother on the piano 

were very well received at the talent show.
3.	 As early as the twelfth century young boys enjoyed to 

play football.
4.	 It is not necessary that you must take an entrance 

examination to be admitted.
5.	 The coach asked the players if everyone of them were 

ready to come in the evening everyday.

Answers to the previous issue’s questions
1.	 In making a map, the definition is to select certain 

features as relevant and ignore others.
2.	 Although it had been partially destroyed, the 

experts were able to infer from what remained that the 
treasure was buried in the cave.

3.	 Books for the used-book sales should be in good 
condition and contain no writing or underlining.

4.	 Desertification, the situation when desert conditions 
spread into previously arable land, is threatening 
the planet.

5.	 Although I have been playing cricket for more than 
three years, I have not scored a century.

III. Increase your word power
(A) How to express it in one word
1.	 Greedy person whose chief aim in life appears to be 

making money
2.	 Gradual change from one thing to another or from one 

state to another
3.	 Ceremony at which degrees are conferred
4.	 Degree of slope
5.	 Getting business advantages, profit making, etc. by 

taking wrong advantage of connections in politics

Answers to the previous issue’s questions
1.	 Loving and obeying God: godly (adj)
2.	 Richly colored, giving pleasure and satisfaction: 

gorgeous (adj)
3.	 Idle, often ill-natured, talk about the affairs of other 

people: gossip (n)
4.	 Woman who is employed to teach young children in a 

private family: governess (n)
5.	 Quality of being pleasing, attractive, or beautiful in 

structure of movement: grace (n)

(B) Words often confused
Bring about difference in meaning of the following pairs/
group of words
1.	 cloth, cloths, clothes, clothing, garments

2.	 observance, observation
3.	 inhibit, prohibit
4.	 evidence, testimony
5.	 stimulant, stimulus

Answers to the previous issue’s questions
1.	 especially (adv) (in particular): I like Mahaweet, 

especially in Spring when there is greenery all 
around.

	 specially (adj) (for one particular or special purpose): 
I come here specially to meet you.

2.	 courtesy (n) (courteous, civil and respectful behavior): 
Courtesy begets courtesy.

	 curtsy or curtsey (n) (gesture of respect by bending 
the knees made by women and girls): The maid 
curtsied to the mistress.

3.	 obedience (n) (obeying or submitting to authority): 
“Through obedience learn to command.” (Plato)

	 obeisance (n) (a bow or act of reverence or homage): 
The courtiers paid obeisance to the ruler.

4.	 rain (n) (the drops of water falling from the sky as 
rain. It is uncountable noun and in the singular): 
All the rivers are rising because of heavy rain in the 
catchment area.

	 reign (n) (period of rule): The Imams had a long reign 
over Yemen.

	 rein (n) (long, narrow strap fastened to the bridle for 
controlling a horse. It is often used in the plural): The 
rider is tightly holding the reins.

5.	 seam (n) (the line where the two edges of cloth or 
leather are sewn together): The seams of the old shirts 
have come apart.

	 seem (vi) (appear to be): It seems you have caught a 
cold.

(A) Synonyms and Antonyms
(i) Synonyms
Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the one in 
bold in the following sentences
1.	 The protagonists of Community Welfare project 

think that their mission has been successful.
	 a) supporters	 b) opponents
	 c) preservers	 d) intellectuals
	 e) practitioners

2.	 We should narrow the urban-rural divide.
	 a) partition	 b) separate	 c) cut off	

d) disagreement	 e) difference

3.	 Social inequalities lead to sharpen the rich-poor 
divide.

	 a) provide	 b) prepare	 c) widen	
d) force	 e) surmount

3.	 Extreme exhaustion made him feel half-paralyzed.
	 a) struck with paralysis
	 b) made helpless	 c) benumbed
	 d) unfeeling

4.	 Murad was passing through a dense forest when 
a movement in the undergrowth made him stand 
stockstill.

	 a) stand to attention	 b) stand silent
	 c) stand erect	 d) stand motionless

5.	 From behind a stump of a tree, there appeared a 
small black and white wild cat.

	 a) remnant of a burnt out tree
	 b) remnant of cut or fallen tree
	 c) projecting branch of a tree
	 d) portion denuded of leaves or flowers

Answers to the previous issue's questions
Word	 Synonym

1.	 crouching	 with body lowered
2.	 restricted	 limited
3.	 assumed	 took upon oneself
4.	 give way	 to yield
5.	 for fear of	 because of anxiety about

(ii) Antonyms
Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning to the 
one given in bold in the following sentences
1.	 We, the members honestly affirm that we will abide 

by the rules and regulations of the club.
	 a) contradict	 b) deny	
	 c) emphasize	 d) ignore	 e) swear

2.	 We should be quite careful about our health.
	 a) cautious 	 b) disregard
	 c) ignorant	 d) negligent
	 e) overlook

3.	 His life is an extension of the moral precepts enshrined 
in the scriptures.

	 a) diminution	 b) condensation
	 c) deletion	 d) subtraction
	 e) weakening

4.	 His life is a living example of honest pursuit of truth.
	 a) dull	 b) weak	 c) lifeless	

d) dying	 e) invigorating

5.	 Life should be based on authentic principles.
	 a) wretched	 b) unfaithful	 c) harmful	

d) unreal	 e) improper

6.	 Saints lead sacred lives.
	 a) ignoble	 b) impure	 c) ordinary	

d) unimportant	 e) trivial

7.	 Baradouni’s writings reflect love and patriotism.
	 a) darken	 b) return	 c) refuse	

d) retract	 e) camouflage

Answers to the previous issue’s questions
Word	 Antonym

1.	 priority	 posteriority
2.	 maxim	 absurdity 
3.	 digs	 contributes
4.	 hastily	 leisurely
5.	 offer	 withdraw

(D)	 Spelling
Choose the correctly spelled word
1)	 a. anals	 b. annals
	 c. anuls	 d. aneals
2)	 a. annihilate	 b. anihilate
	 c. anihillate	 d. annihilet
3)	 a. aneks	 b. aneksh
	 c. annex	 d. anex
4)	 a. aniversary	 b. annivarsary
	 c. anniversari	 d. anniversary
5)	 a. annotate	 b. anotate
	 c. annotet	 d. anotet

Answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. ancillary	 2. anecdote
3. angel	 4. angry
5. animosity

(E) Phrases and idioms
Use the following in sentences of your own
1. dig in one’s heels	 2. be dressed to the nines
3. all in 		  4. in the red
5. not to do a stroke

Answers to the previous issue’s questions
1.	 turn up trumps (to behave well or to do the right 

thing unexpectedly): Majeed is known to be lazy, 
but he turned up trumps when he risked his life and 
rescued the flood victims.

2.	 pigs might fly (something extremely unlikely to 
happen): Walid boasts that he will top the list this 
semester – pigs might fly!

3.	 not touch (someone / something) with a bargepole 
(to refuse to have any contact or involvement with 
someone or something): I wouldn’t touch Pinku with 
a bargepole – she is so selfish and mean.

4.	 call it a day (to decide to declare that something 
has come to an end): Enough is enough; let’s call it 
a day.

5.	 worried sick (extremely anxious and worried): 
After the plane crash, relatives of the passengers are 
worried sick.

IV. Grammar and Composition
(A)	 Grammar
Look at the list of words below and group them under 
the headings of  Earth, Wind, Fire or Water. Some may 
come under more than one heading.
landslide	 volcano	 sandstorm	 avalanche 

Now read these descriptions of some natural disasters. Use 
the list above and decide which disaster is being described. 
Write your answer at the end of each description.
1.	 Materials such as hot liquid, rock or lava, ash, steam 

and other gases are forced out of the crater and run 
down the sides of the mountain. Disaster: ----

2.	 This is a tall column of air which spins swiftly round 
and round. It is possible to see it moving either across 
sea or across land. Disaster: ----

3.	 Sometimes a large mass of snow and ice can slide 

rapidly down the side of a mountain, taking rocks, 
trees and even people with it.Disaster: ----

4.	 This can happen after an earthquake, when an 
enormous wave comes inland from the sea. Buildings 
are usually torn down, and many people may be 
drowned. Disaster: ----

Answers to the previous week’s questions
Surgeons save boy’s arm
An 11 year-old school boy from Taiz lost an arm yesterday 
afternoon while playing with some friends. The boy Khalid 
Al-Quzahy, fell into a gorge, and his arm was torn off 
above the elbow. He was taken to hospital, where surgeons 
worked throughout the night and sewed the arm back on. 
This morning his condition is said to be satisfactory. 

(B) Composition
Expand the central idea contained in the following 
maxim

151: HE WHO SMILES STEALS SOMETHING 
FROM THE THIEF

150. A FOOL MAY ASK MORE QUESTIONS IN 
AN HOUR THAN A WISE MAN CAN ANSWER 

IN SEVEN YEARS
A fool is one so full of himself that he is really empty. He poses 
himself as one who knows something about everything, 
but really knows nothing about anything. Ignorance is bliss 
for such an idiot. He is a cynic, or at his best, an intellectual 
dandy who may know the price of everything, yet the 
value of nothing. He is crippled by ignorance which is ‘the 
disease of the soul, a pernicious evil, the darkener of man’s 
life, the disturber of his reason, and common confounder of 
truth.’ Armed with but little learning, such a person is really 
an empty vessel that sounds much. He is full of vanity, 
betraying no assimilation of ideas nor any wisdom. Such a 
fool may ask questions pertaining to different branches of 
knowledge to demonstrate his learning. Being intellectually 
shallow, he hardly understands implications of his own 
questions, let alone know answers to any of them. But a 
learned man is a cistern of knowledge. He is a person who 
is too nice an observer of the business of life and one who 
has a superior power of seeing. He has collected pearls of 
wisdom as a result of keen observation, more than books, 
by experience rather than persons. He is as much superior 
to the uneducated fool as the living is to the dead. So, when 
he answers any of the sweeping questions of the fool, he 
weighs and balances the argument in his characteristic way 
and gives  his considered view which bears the stamp of 
his deep study and analysis. The maxim teaches us the 
moral that ‘fools rush in where angels fear to tread.’ No 
real knowledge is gained about a thing until it has been 
seen thoroughly. To be proud of learning is the greatest 
ignorance. Ignorance is not innocence, but sin. True 
humility is the highest virtue. True wisdom is awareness 
of one’s limitations. It gives discerning eyes to man. If and 
only if one sees an object in a condition that reveals all that 
is known about it, one knows its very essence. Therefore, 
we shouldn’t pass any opinion on or pose a question about 
anything after only a superficial study.
 
V. Pearls from the Holy Quran
"There is no help except from Allah: And Allah is 
Exalted  in Power, Wise"                                         S8:A10

VI. Words of Wisdom
“The kingdom of God is within you.”
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Language is one of the 
most useful tools we 
have. Without it we can 
never communicate our 
thoughts, ideas or emo-

tions to others, nor can we engage 
ourselves in the activities that com-
monly take place in the societies we 
have built for ourselves.

Language grants us access to 
knowledge that is accumulated in 
books and other publications. The ac-
quisition of language skills beyond the 
one we already know vastly increases 
our capacity to do things in our lives. 
Students of English throughout the 
world are aware of this fact and of the 
special benefits that come with knowl-
edge of a world-class language. Thou-
sands of English teachers who often 
work under circumstances that are less 
than ideal find inspiration to continue 

their efforts in the same awareness of 
the importance of English.

Accuracy and real language use 
Despite the many good intentions of 
both students and teachers, however, 
the transition from the classroom to 
the use of language in the workplace 
is often times a rough one. Classroom 
use of language is constrained by fac-
tors that are irrelevant to real life. To 
talk just for the sake of talking may 
be common in the classroom where 
attention is given to how things are 
said. It is not so common in real life, 
where words take on a functional pur-
pose. In the classroom, errors in gram-
mar, vocabulary and pronunciation 
count more and are used to evaluate 
students' progress or, more precisely, 
the lack of it. In authentic conversa-

tions, people listen first for the intent 
of what others are saying, and then 
only incidentally how they are saying 
it. Language teachers have been con-
ditioned over the centuries to think of 
their subject matter as an embodiment 
of words, idioms, and combinations 
of special sounds. While researchers 
in second – language acquisition have 
begun to discern universal patterns 
with regard to how elements of a lan-
guage are learned. Our interpretation 
of the process is still influenced by 
what might be called an “artifactual” 
view of language. The “artifact” of a 
language is the body of its forms and 
patterns, its grammar and phonology. 
As such, it remains an entity that is 
divorced from its personal and social 
uses. Placing an emphasis in instruc-
tion on the artifact helps some stu-

dents to excel in the formal study of 
the language. These same students, 
however, may find it difficult to com-
municate with people who speak the 
language for real purposes outside the 
classroom. It appears that knowledge 
gained of a language as structure does 
not automatically become a tool for 
its users. What can teachers do to help 
their students put English on par with 
the use of all real languages in societ-
ies where they are spoken?

First, we must agree that control 
over the grammatical artifact of the 
language is not to be sacrificed. There 
can be no justification for assisting our 
students to develop functional profi-
ciency while allowing them to make 
serious errors in grammar and pro-
nunciation. Accuracy in form and flu-
ency in use are not mutually exclusive 
ends. Interaction (Di Pietto 1987) and 
accuracy in grammar use grow natu-
rally as the students are engaged in the 
solving of problems or the completion 
of tasks that involve individuals in so-
cial contexts.

Helping people do things with English Our Children’s Future 
and Internet Cafes in 
Yemen

Accuracy in form and fluency in use are not mutually exclusive ends. By 
shifting the focus of attention away from matters of structure and bringing 
it to rest on the kinds of issues that commonly involve people interacting 
with each other, the teacher is able to respond to the various needs of 
learners.

Internet filtering in the Republic of 
Yemen has begun to target political 
and news Web sites and continues to 
target a broad range of pornography, 
GLBT content, and content that 

presents a critical view of Islam. Despite 
the wide range of content being censored, 
the depth of filtering in Yemen is inconsis-
tent; many users of Yemen’s primary In-
ternet service providers (ISPs) do not ex-
perience filtering when the user licensing 
quota in the filtering software agreement 
is exceeded.

Apart from the present political and 
economic crises, a more serious disaster 
for Yemen looms on the horizon of our 
future as our young children openly and 
unwisely browse immoral content on the 
internet in internet cafes, especially in 
Sana’a. It has been well known for some 
time that there is a lot of unhealthy and im-
moral content to be found on the internet 
today. Of course children will be children 
and are not equipped with the wisdom and 
maturity to understand the dangers to mor-
al development that are involved. 

Ameen Al-Ward
University of Science and 
Technology
Sana'a

Continued on page 3 Continued on page 3







Education 423 November, 2009

 Youth Forum

Happiness is a small word to 
-

cance. Everyone thinks that 
they are not happy in their 
life and want to have special 
things to make them happy. 
This is a wrong attitude. Here 
are some ideas that may help 
you to be happy.

First, be happy where you 
are. People think that as soon 
as they do something or get 
something, they will be happy. 
For example, they think as 
soon as they get married or 
lose weight they’ll be happy. 
They aren’t happy now, but 

happy. Life doesn’t work like 
that. If you want to live your 
life to the full, choose to be 
happy now. They seem to 
think, “As soon as I do that I 
can be happy and start say-
ing “Today I’m going to be 
happy,” but the fact remains 
that sooner you realize that 
happiness isn’t a destination, 
the sooner you can start living 
a happier life.

Second, live your own life, 
not someone else’s. Some 
people like to tell others how 
to run their lives. Let Allah 
control your life, not people. If 

you have a big dream that you 
have to achieve, Allah has 
probably planted that dream 
inside you for a reason. Go for 
it, and don’t look back.

Be a person you were cre-
ated to be, and follow your 
dreams, you will thank your-
self in the future.

Finally, happiness is a 
choice. It doesn’t come with 
any rules or guidelines. It is 
something free to have and 
it depends on no other fac-
tors. Your happiness isn’t con-
trolled by anyone else, and 
doesn’t depend on a certain 
event. If you want to be happy, 
think happy. Look at the posi-
tive side of everything, don’t 
dwell on the negative aspect. 
You deserve to be happy. Al-
lah didn’t place us on Earth to 
live miserable, unhappy lives. 
Let a negative comment go 
in one ear and out the other 

happy thoughts.
Choose to be happy today! 

You deserve it.
Marwa Mohammed Al-

massoudi
Level 3 (Arts)

University of Science 
and Technology, Sana’a

The world today is totally dif-
ferent from that in the past. 
Many things have changed. 
Some of these things 
changed into better, and the 
others into worse.
The things that are changed 
for the better include commu-
nication, economy, policy, cul-
ture, transport. So because of 
that the world became closer 
and smaller. We can do and 
know lots of things even when 
we are sitting in our places.
On the other hand, there 
are many negative changes 
these days. Wars are threat-
ening the world peace. There 
is hunger and this is so tragic. 

Everyday we hear about 
mass murder, why? Is it that 
we don’t know or we know 
but we pay no attention? But 
in the past it was totally differ-
ent. When I watch TV and see 
these things, I can’t believe 
that we can live, eat, drink 
and smile while in some part 
of the globe people are being 
brutally killed and wounded! 
I want to do something to 
stop these things, we have 
to move and help each other 
and live in peace, because 
nobody accepts this reality…

Mona Taher Aithah
Level 3 Arts

UST

If the world walks opposite to 
your way 
And everything changes in 
front of your eye
Even the color of the sky
Don’t cry!
Draw the future and try.

If you passed every thing
You will see birth of a new sun
It will grow like a son
And it will never die.

You know why?
Because you tried and built 
your way through the night
Finish your work during the 
day
And don’t stop in front of the 
gray.

Every moment look to the 
clock
And save your time
Your age will run, you’ll shake

And the question will rock
In your life.

You will say
What did I sow? What did I 
reap?
My time has gone
If everything's done
You will have no answer to 
the “why?”

Come to see the sand
And see the sea and the rock
They will talk and say,
“I need your hand.”

So don’t say 'no' to the work
But work even untill the last 
moment

Riham H. Al-Khazzan
Level 3, Translation

UST

How to make your life full of 
happiness

Make your life sweet

My dearest…

The world today

As a mark of respect to late Prof. MNK BOSE, we publish 
below the condolence messages received from some of his 
former colleagues, students, admirers and readers of his popular 
column "A Letter to the Teachers/Learners of English." Dr. 
Bose, as we all know, intensely loved Yemen and made valuable 
contributions to creatively transform the ELT scenario in this 
country.

  In Memoriam

Professor  Navaneeth Bose was a respectable 
scholar, a distinguished ELT expert, and a 
gentle, kind and compassionate human being.  
He was an amiable colleague and was an ex-
tremely good friend of mine. He proofread the 
manuscript of my book Gita: The Song Ex-
traordinary with great interest and attention, 
and in his characteristic humble and polite 
way of expressing himself, he went to the ex-
tent of saying that he must have done a good 
deed some time in his life to have been asked 
to go through the unpublished manuscript of 
that book. It is a pity that we did not fully real-
ize his greatness during his life time. I feel like 
crying when I think that he is no more. I wish 
he could have been with us for a long, long 
time, helping everyone around him and smil-
ing away the petty problems that he, like most 
of us, had  to face every now and then.

The fact that he wanted his dead body not 
to be cremated but to be donated to a medi-
cal college so that  students could make use of 
that as an aid  to advancing their knowledge 
of   human anatomy and physiology shows 
how great he was. How many people in the 
world have the magnanimity to do that.  He 
radiated greatness during his lifetime and has 
left  behind an inspiring example for others to 
follow.  May his soul rest in peace and may 
his children emulate his greatness.

—Dr. Damodar Thakur 
Professor and Chairman 

Department of English 
Faculty of Arts, Sana’a University

Departing too soon
For those who know you, they lost a friend, a 
colleague and an instructor. 
For those who didn’t, they lost an opportunity 
to learn from you and thrive under your light.

You have left behind a proud mother, a lov-
ing wife, two successful sons and an army of 
men and women who were inspired by your 
dedication and touched by your kind nature.

Yet nothing is lost when you have left so 
much knowledge and love behind.. may your 
soul rest in peace.

—Nadia Al-Sakkaf
Editor-in-Chief

Yemen Times

The late Professor Bose rendered valuable 
service in examining dissertations of a num-
ber of postgraduate students of Sana'a Univer-
sity in the last few years through which I came 
to know him as a keen, knowledgable, help-
ful, cooperative, kind, and humorous human 
being with a strong humanistic sense.

—Dr. Ismail M. Naji
Faculty of Education

Sana'a University

Dr Muthusamy Navaneetha Krishna Bose, 
Professor of English, Faculty of Education, 
University of Aden, Yemen died tragically 
on 13.10.2009 at 4 p.m. local time. He un-
derwent an angioplasty at the Yemen Interna-
tional Hospital in Taiz, Yemen and there was 
a subsequent irreversible complication which 
led to his untimely death.

Born on 02.06.1947 of a humble family 
in Paramakudi, a small town in Tamilnadu, 
India, Dr Bose earned M.A from the Univer-
sity of Madras, another from the University 
of Leeds (U.K.), M.Ed from the Himachal 
Pradesh University, and PGDTE, M.Litt and 
Ph.D from the EFL University, Hyderabad, 
India. He gave his heart and soul to the cause 
of Language Teacher Education and Devel-
opment, his chosen field of specialization. He 
had a distinguished 38+ year professional ex-
perience at school and university levels inspir-
ing with zeal and passion pre- and in-service 
English language teachers. He was immensely 
popular not only in the class room, but also in 
numerous seminars and training programmes. 
He published scores of research articles and 
books in India and abroad. He was a widely 
read columnist of Yemen Times Educational 
Supplement since 2003 writing under the 
caption "A Letter to the Teachers/Learners of 
English". He served in Yemeni universities 
at Hodeidah, Ibb, Taiz and Aden for the last 
fourteen years of his life and impacted indel-
ibly his students and colleagues alike.

His desire, a few months before his death, 
was that his body be donated to a medical col-
lege in the event of his death. His wife, two 
sons and mother consented in writing to fulfil 
his desire by donating his body to the Aden 
Medical College, Yemen, a country very close 
to his heart. In a simple and solemn function 
his body was received with reverence by Dr 

Ali Ahmed, Dean, Faculty of Medicine, Uni-
versity of Aden on 19.10.2009 in the presence 
of the Dean, Faculty of Education, Aden and 
a good number of Yemeni and Indian teachers 
and students and members of the Indian As-
sociation, Aden.

Dr. K. Thiagarajan
Professor of English

Aden University

The Faculty of Education and the Depart-
ment of English, Hodeidah University, feel 
truly sorry for the untimely demise of Dr. 
M.N.K.Bose and offer sincere condolences to 
his family members. He was a wonderful man 
in his life, and will remain wonderful even af-
ter his death. He was great to decide, even at 
his death, to donate his body to the Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Aden to further hu-
man knowledge.  His death is a big LOSS for 
all those who know him well, for his students 
and for his family in particular.

I assert, we will NEVER forget his virtues 
and benevolent deeds. He was a source of 
honesty, generosity, kindness, love, tolerance 
and devotion. Words can’t express what we 
feel. He was a really distinguished teacher 
and a great transparent personality with a lot 
of love and self-respect. 

He was my teacher, friend, colleague, advi-
sor and guide. I miss him a lot and remember 
pieces of his advice, suggestions and instruc-
tions. I was shocked and cried my heart out 
when I heard about his tragic death. I saw his 
writing in connection with some exams he 
prepared for the Dept. and couldn’t prevent 
my tears. My eyes will get gloomy whenever 
he crosses my mind. 

Let us, ALL, pray for his soul to rest in 
peace.

—Dr. Nemah Al-Zabidi
Head, English Department

Hodeidah University

I'm shocked at  t he unt imely demise of our  
friend Dr. Bose. His empathy and sympathies 
knew no borders. He was a lover of hearts and 
he could embrace a world without frontiers, 
defying all differences amongst races, colors 
and religions. Quite a delightful personality to 
know and a lovely voice to listen to, his was 
the sweetest name on earth to me, throughout 
the past year, the reason being that he would 
invite me back to Yemen shortly after he'd join 
Aden. Certainly death was not on his agenda, 
and I have just no words to say on his sudden 
departure. He showed extraordinary loyalty 
to friends, especially, those who needed help. 
I'm sure quite a few Yemeni hearts are heavy 
now with his memories. But he had no dearth 
of admirers in India. Everywhere I go in India 
or abroad people recall their association with 
him and fondly treasure the moments they 
had spent with him. As for me, I'm sure I'll 
carry his memories to my grave. I've no doubt 
that this 'll be the feeling of anyone who thinks 
of Bose. May God rest his soul!

—Sam Sahayam,
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

Dr. M.N.K. BOSE,  “My friend, philoso�-
pher and guide”  
I was greatly shocked and deeply grieved to 
hear of the sudden demise of  Dr. M.N.K. 
Bose,  a charismatic teacher and one who had 
a magnetic personality. Starting his career as a 
school teacher, he climbed to greater heights 
to end up as a Research Supervisor, by dint of 
his hard work and sincerity. 

He was a great scholar, teacher and teacher-
trainer for nearly four decades and rendered 
yeoman services to both Indian and Yemeni 
learners. Through his column in Yemen 
Times for the teachers of English he was well-
known throughout Yemen.  He always re-
mained an ideal teacher updating himself with 
the latest.  He was responsible for moulding 
the minds of many a learner.  He left no stones 
unturned to bring out the latent talents of the 
young learners.  Overflowing with the milk of 
human kindness, he was warm to all his stu-
dents and helped them all. Being unassuming 
and simple, he could establish rapport with all 
his learners and help them in all possible ways 
to educate them.  With his powerful teaching 
instinct and a never-say-no- attitude, he re-
mained a ‘father figure’ to all his students.  He 
was a lighthouse guiding many students and 
scholars. 

To fulfill his earlier wish, his body has been 
donated by his family to Aden Medical Col-
lege – an active teacher will now remain a si-
lent teacher for the medial students to learn. 

I was lucky enough to be his student in 

India and a colleague in Yemen.  The death 
of Dr.Bose marks the end of an era.. The 
learners, both Yemeni and Indians are quite 
unlucky that they lost him.  His books and 
articles will remain here to talk of his glory! 
Long Live the name of Dr. Bose!

—Dr. R. Vivekaanandhan
Associate Prof. of English

Faculty of Arts 
Hodeidah University. 

Prof. Bose: lived great and passed away 
great
Achieving greatness in life is not an easy task. 
Prof Bose hit this target. He achieved this glo-
ry which is imprinted in golden letters in the 
pages of his life. He planted love of knowl-
edge in his students and encouraged them to 
get more through advice and guidance. His 
noble soul was the candle that enlightened the 
ways of a great number of local and interna-
tional students. We will never forget him.

As one of his students, I was shocked when 
I heard about his death. His last wish was to 
give his body to the Faculty of Medicine. I 
then realized how great he was. Even in the 
last moments of his life, he was thinking of 
passing knowledge to unknown students to 
benefit from his body and advance frontiers 
of knowledge.

ñDr.Shaþka Othman
Aden University

I have been stunned since the grievous day 
of Dr. Bose’s death on 13.10.09. I personally 
feel at a great loss; so does everyone else who 
knew him either as a teacher or as a human 
being. Dr. Bose was one of the greatest trea-
sures and God’s gifts to Yemen in general and 
to his students in particular. He, indeed, was 
and will continue to be the pride and joy of all 
the academic institutions he taught in. Hearti-
est condolences to all his family members 
back in India; the same goes to the English 
language community in Yemen for it has, 
indeed, lost a first-rate teacher and teacher-
educator in Dr. Bose. 

—Arif Ahmed Al-Ahdal, 
Assistant Lecturer,  Hodeidah University 

Dr. Bose was my teacher. I found in him a 
skilful teacher, a professional ELT expert, a 
helpful person, and a kind man. It is because 
of him I loved to do my higher studies in ELT. 
With his death, ELT scenario in Yemen is 
poorer indeed. 

—Fadhel Abdullah (Al-Sheikh, Head , 
English Dept., Lantech Institute , Hodei-

dah 

The death of Dr. Bose was a shock for ev-
eryone who knew him. It was a huge loss not 
for Yemen only but for the whole academic 
community. He was a very great teacher and 
humane as well. He was honest and upright 
and never hesitated to tell the truth to anyone. 
He was always eager to help students and to 
produce something good for this country.

—Bassam Al-Wusabi , Demonstrator, 
Hodeidah University

Whenever one talks about ELT, s/he men-
tions Dr. Bose. He could not only reach to his 
students' minds but also to their hearts. The 
affinity that he cultivated with his students 
made him one of the greatest experts of ELT 
in Yemen. 

Dr. Bose was a helper, facilitator and a de-
signer of ELT in Yemen rather than a mere 
professor in English Department. He was 
very reachable, social and amiable because 
whenever any one wanted him he was there. 
He was teaching his students directly and in-
directly. Moreover, he taught English through 
media. See Yemen times in the Educational 
page archives. There are his letters to the 
teachers of English.

Actually, he was a good living reference to 
researchers of ELT.

The biggest shock was when suddenly we 
heard about his death. It is unbelievable!

ñAbdulwahab Al Soþ , M.Ed Scholar , 
Hodeidah University

I was very shocked to hear from one of my 
batch mates about the death of Dr. Bose.

Actually I could not believe him until I 
called other friends to be sure of this sad news.
Dr. Bose was the supervisor of my M.Ed dis-
sertation until he decided to leave Hodeidah 

University. From the time I knew about his 
death till now could not put a dot on paper, 
because I am still shocked.

He was the beacon light that showed me the 
ways in terms of ideas, thoughts and studies.

He was a teacher, a father, and a friend.
He went and left a great void, not only in 

my heart, but in the hearts of all those who 
loved him. He will always remain entrenched 
in our minds.

May God bless his soul.
—Hamzah Khayra , M.Ed Scholar  

Hodeidah University

Professor M.N.K. Bose… we dare not for-
get you!
This is really, really tragic news. I was greatly 
shocked and saddened to learn about Profes-
sor Bose’s untimely death. I am sure that not 
only his fellowmen would weep for his being 
no more, but also the birds, the trees, the lilies 
of the valleys and the mountains that stretches 
longitudinally from Hodeidah to Aden. All his 
students will mourn his demise, but none, I as-
sert, will forget his virtues and kind deeds. He 
was the epitome of purity, honesty, generos-
ity, kindness, love, tolerance--- all the words 
fall short of what he really deserves. He was 
a distinguished teacher and a great personality 
with a lot of composure and self-respect.

I shall never forget his “snowy“ smile—
this is how I used to describe his smile. He 
was a lover of poetry and here are these lines 
from me:

 We loved you King,
King of Virtue,
Of Good.
Forever remain in the Hearts,
You taught love and sacrifice
… in the minds,
You taught wisdom and knowledge.
Peace, peace to you, the most fair, 
The best-beloved
 My heartfelt condolences to his bereaved 

family
  —Anees Al-Najjar

University of Ibb
Yemen

He also dies a stranger
Professor M N K Bose means to you some-
thing, to some people everything and yet 
unknown for others. Professor M N K Bose 
is one of the greatest doctors who worked to 
enrich the educational process. 

He spared no pains to help the education-
alists leaving his wife and children behind. 
We all benefited from his monthly Letters in 
the Education Supplement of Yemen Times. 
"They die strangers" was the title of his last 
article by our doctor, just before his death. 
He wrote about the two doctors who taught 
here in Yemen and how they suffered. We will 
never forget you, Dr. Bose.

—Riyadh Almoshaia
Level four

Taiz University

Dr. Bose

and admirers 

once

tears 

here

devoted 

earth 

at ease 

—Arif Ahmed Al-Ahdal 

Dr. MNK Bose

Why am I always in need 
of you, in need to hear your 
voice, to see your face, and 
write to you?

Why is it when I call you or 
meet you, my heart pulse isn’t 
my heart pulse, my shadow 
isn’t my shadow, my nerves 
aren’t  my nerves, nor am I 
what I really am?

Why is it when I think of 
talking to you, my words slith-
er off my mouth? And expres-
sions let me down?

Why does your existence 
make me feel that life is on-
going, and that delight is still 
alive?

Why is it when I talk to you, 
I feel that I am at the peak of 
the pyramid of contentment?

Why am I illogically on the 
lookout for you?

Why does the thought of 
you make me tranquil?

Why is it every time I hear 
the sound of your voice, I sim-
ply rejoice?

Why is it when I think of 
you, a smile is drawn on my 
face and I just know that you 
are looking down on me?

Why is it there are mo-

ments in life when I miss you 
so much, I just want to pick 
you from my dreams and hug 
you for real?

Is it to this extent I adore 
you? Or is it merely fate 
which destined you to be in 
my life and have an impact 
on it?

when I really needed to, 
made a gloomy day seem 
so vivid, made me see the 
brighter side of things when 
I was down, cheered me up 
when I was feeling the blues. 
You were always there when 
I needed a pep talk, an advice 
or a shoulder to cry on.

In a nutshell, you really 
have touched my life in one 
way or another.  Hence; you 
are just so momentous to me. 
Thus, I thank God for letting 
you be part of my being, my 
….!!!

Fatma Ahmed Basharahil
Level 2, Faculty of Edu-

cation, 
Department of English 

Hadhramout University 
of Science & Technology 

Al-Mahra


