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The Turning Point Program 

Increases number of trainees
By: Shatha Al-Harazi

For the Yemen Times 

SANA'A, Dec. 5 — The British council 
conducted program called Springboard 
under the slogan of “Women can dream 
and their dreams can come true.” Dr. 
Billques Al-Ward, a pediatrician who 
attended the program, said that the 
program proved to be effective for many 
women and it changed their lives to the 
better. She attended the program and 
said she was able to see the change it 
made in her life.

“Before the program, I had no idea 
about my potentials and no idea how to 
direct them. I wanted to attend the course 
but the work in my clinic was so stressful 
and busy that I had to stop working for 
some time to attend the course. Instead, 
the course gave me a dose of challenge 
and I managed getting back to my work 
in the clinic,” Al- Ward added. 

Ishraq Al-Hamadani, who works 
for the Central Auditing Organization, 
said that she heard how beneficial the 

program was, so she decided to attend. 
“Before attending the program, I thought 
that I was perfect in every aspect of my 
life. I overestimated myself. Now, I 
know my potential well and I can specify 
my dreams and make them come true,” 
she said. 

A human sources coordinator, Al-
Anod Al-Ansi, said she is not the kind of 
person who usually attends such courses 
due to her busy work schedule. “The 
courses deserves to be attended for the 
great benefit they offer. The courses I 

attended inspired me in every possible 
way.” Al-Ansi added. 

Samah Abdulqader, a new student 
in the School of Medicine, said that 
she could not make up her mind about 
what she would study at college. Yet, 
she found the program very inspiring 
and though the stress her family put on 
her shoulders and trying switching her 
wish away to join another college, she 
did it and joined the college she had ever 
dreamed of. 

Maiadah Saleem, a student in the 
department of Politics and Economics, 
finds such courses very important because 

they develop her skills and enhance 
her potential. “I met many new people 
during the course, which is something I 
truly value. I became more confident and 

more daring. I advise every girl to attend 
the courses,” she said.

Najween Ahmad said that the 
Springboard program enriched her life 
and her confidence. She became more 

determined and it opened her eyes to the 
world and to people. “Now I can say I am 
able to raise my society to a better place 
by working collectively with people in 
my environment,” Najween said. 

The program helped Arwa Ahmad 
take the most important decision in her 
life. She got rid of a job she had been 
working for over sixteen years. 

Huda Saleem, the General Director of 
the Springboard program and a trainer, 
said that the program targets not only 
women but also the whole society. A 
study conducted by the Springboard 
program showed that women become 
more effective in their society when they 
work within a supportive environment.

“We are celebrating the 21st 
anniversary of the program on May. 

I call on all governmental, local and 
international organizations to finance 

the program. We want to prolong this 
successful program so that many women 
increase their abilities, and raise up their 
societies,” Saleem added. 

The Springboard project provides 
personal development opportunities for 
women in the Middle East by facilitating 
the development of sustainable 
organizational links between the UK 
and countries of the Middle East It also 
challenges public perceptions of the role 
and contributions of women to Middle 
East and UK societies. 

The program includes topics such as 
identifying values, confidence-building, 

setting goals, managing feelings and 
promoting a positive image. It is 
presented in Arabic to help Arab women 
realize their potential, and achieve better 
positions in both their personal and 
professional lives.

The program is designed for women 
of all backgrounds and ages. More than 
30 women participated in the in the 
workshops, and they were encouraged 
to take more control of their lives by 
identifying practical and realistic steps 
toward their goals. 

British Council Yemen ran its first 

Springboard women’s self development 
program in September 2007, with 20 
participants coming from different 
organizations and backgrounds 
throughout Yemen, including NGOs and 
British Council staff.

The Springboard program was first 

launched in Saudi Arabia in 2004, and 
has been introduced in Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar, Kuwait, the UAE and Yemen.

Awareness campaign to fight breast cancer in Sana'a
By: Shadha Al-Harzi 

SANA'A, Dec, 5 — The National 
Cancer Control Corporation has 
started a campaign to encourage early 
breast cancer detection, as this is the 
most prevalent and dangerous form of 
cancer threatening the rural and mainly 
illiterate areas of Yemen. The campaign 
is set up in cooperation with AWAM, 
the Youth Media Forum and the Yemen 
Journalist Syndicate. The activities 
of the campaign include distributing 
pamphlets and stickers among girls and 
women in schools, universities, clinics, 
shops and women's organizations, in 
addition to a broadcasting program and 
press reports. 

The one-month campaign, started 
in November, with many women 
responding to the campaign, despite 
the perception that there is shame for 
women who detect the disease. "The 
proportion of women who reacted 
positively and came for early test was 
satisfactory," said Dr. Mona Al-Rai 
from Al-Hyat Early Detection of Breast 
Cancer Center.

The campaign emphasized the fact that 
studies show early detection of breast 
cancer can reduce fatalities by as much 
as 14 to 20 percent. Self-examination, 
periodical clinical check-ups, and finally 

undergoing a mammogram at the right 
age, should all, hopefully, lead to early 
detection. As women between 40 and 50 
are in a higher-risk group for developing 
breast cancer, they should undergo the 
mammogram once every two years, 
and women over 60 should do so once 
a year.   

Al Hyat Early Detection of Breast 
Cancer Center diagnoses breast cancer 
at no charge to the patients. Dr. Mayson 
Taher, of King Hussain Medical 
Technology Institute, confirmed that 

the center received about 200 cases 
from different areas like Ibb, Al-Jawf 
and Hadramout.  “At the center, we 
only diagnose cases for free using many 
methods including the mammogram. 
When we discover a tumor or growth, 
whether benign or malignant, we send 
the patient to a specialized remedial 
center, where they receive free treatment 
or, in some cases, surgeries,” Taher 
added. 

According to Dr. Ali Al-Alashwal, 
the deputy director of the National 
Tumor Center, cancer in Yemen is 
likely to develop due to many factors 
such as malnutrition, obesity, smoking, 
and environmental pollution. ”The 
factors that increase the development 
of cancer may be different in Europe, 
it can develop due the postponement 

of childbirth or because women do not 
breastfeed their babies,” he said. 

According to Rai, that there are 
no certain methods of preventing the 
disease, but she recommends eating 
healthy foods, avoiding pollutants and 
self-examinations monthly. "We at the 
center believe that raising awareness 
among women, is itself a way of 
prevention. We have comprehensive 
programs such as awareness-raising 
lectures in universities or in the same 
center in the presence of a large number 
of women, and I consider this a way of 
prevention," she said. 

The country is making its efforts 
to control breast cancer, yet greater 
efforts are needed order to stop cancer 
from spreading. “Support from various 
charities can help women buy the very 
expensive medications,” Al-Ashwal 
added, confirming that the National 

Tumor Center needs more financial 

support from the Ministry of Finance. 
The Ministry, he claims, has not raised 
the needed money since 2005 when 
the Center used to receive 200 cases. 
However, the center now receives about 
400 cases monthly and this number will 
most likely increase over time, which 
means that funding and spreading 
awareness are both needs which are set 
to grow.

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

 
SANA'A, Dec. 5 — A relative 
tranquility was seen on the ground in 
Sa’ada and Amran governorates, but 
aerial bombardments fell around the 
clock from Yemeni and Saudi planes. 
The air raids targeted villages used as 
hide-outs by Houthis.  

Al-Watan Saudi journal said that the 
Saudi forces are to proceed with air 
and cannon shelling against all Houthi 
dens. Houthis have been under attack 

since last Friday. The attacks use the 
F-15 planes and the Abachi to prevent 
Houthis from crossing the border into 
Saudi Arabia. 

The journal said that the explorative 
“Super Puma” departed from Jizan 
Airport last Thursday on a mission 
to catch Houthis sneaking into Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Houthis confirmed that the Saudi 

air and land forces used the helicopters 
and jet air planes to attack areas like Al-
Hosama, Bani Sayah, the mountains of 

Dokhan, Al-Romaih and Al-Moudwed. 
The Houthis released a statement that 

claims they are victims of the unfair 
and unjustified aggression executed by 

the Saudi forces against Yemen. They 
warned the Saudi forces to stop the 
raids and the aggression against Yemen, 
and against them. 

The Houthis also called for volunteers 
to defend Yemen against what they call 
the “foreign aggression." 

“During the war, many villages, 
homes and public and private property 

were damaged along with damage that 
happened to the people, their farms and 
their cattle," reads the statement. "More 
that 5000 Saudi missiles and more 
than F-16 600 air raids have been used 
against us, not to mention the Abachi 
and the dozens of cannonballs.” 

Houthis said they targeted three Saudi 
tanks and caused much damage to the 
Saudi army during the confrontation 
last Saturday on the mountain of Al-
Modood. They said that Saudi forces are 
getting ready to march in collaboration 

with the Yemeni forces.
The Houthis also said that the Saudi 

forces continue the land and air raids, 
targeting the Razeh area and mountains 
of Al-Dokhan and Al-Modood.

Mohammad Abdulsalam, a Houthi 
spokesperson, said in a release to Al-
Jazeera last Saturday that attacks by 
the Saudi and the Yemeni forces in the 
mountains of Al-Rumaih and Al-Ghawia 
nearby Al-Makaheet were aborted.

Abdulsalam said that Saudi Arabia's 
use of the clause “defending our southern 

boarders” was a lame excuse to sneak 
into Yemen. Houthis also accused Saudi 
forces of using prohibited phosphorous 
bombs and the poisoned gas in the war. 
They argues that Saudi forces have 
mercilessly destroyed the natural life in 
Sa’ada. 

A tribal source said that armed Houthi 
rebels have settled in mountainous areas 
like the Khab and Al-Shighf provinces. 
They also took control of the mountain 
of Tharfad. In addition to this, they set 
up a check-point to inspect travelers.

Yemeni-Saudi forces attack Houthis from Saudi Arabia

Development Initiatives in 

Higher Education, on the Move
By Aziz A. Alhadi

For the Yemen Times

SANA’A, Dec. 5  — The Yemeni Ministry 
for Higher Education has been closely 
coordinating with donors to foster 
cooperative partnerships with experts 
from the East and the West in order to 
improve the quality of higher education 
in Yemen and allow more opportunities 
for Yemenis to study abroad.

The past weeks have witnessed a 
stream of development activity in the 
Higher Education sector as the Minister 
of Higher Education announced the 
commencement of the second phase in 
implementation of the development action 
plan of activities programmed under the 
National Strategy for Development of 
Higher Education in Yemen, which was 
approved by the government in 2006. 

Recently, discussions were held 
between the Ministry and a number 
of development partners regarding 
renewed funding from a number of 
multi-lateral and international donors 
including the World Bank and the 
governments of The Netherlands, China 
and Japan, supplemented by increasing 
Yemeni governmental support, to 
ensure continuation of the numerous 
developmental initiatives currently 
underway across the educational sector. 

In comments at the conclusion of the 
government-sponsored, Third Higher 
Education Conference under the theme, 
“Quality Assurance and Accreditation 
in the Developing World,” which was 
held in mid-October in Sana’a with 
nearly 300 participants from Yemen, a 
number of Arab countries, Europe and 
the Far East, Dr. Saleh BaSira, Minister 
of Higher Education, spoke very 
pointedly about the current problems and 
pressing challenges facing the nation’s 
universities emphasizing the Ministry’s 
determination to implement a multi-
faceted effort to improve the quality and 
relevance of university programs, while 
pledging to support priority needs of the 
universities in terms of the enhancement 
of skills, program development, 
infrastructure, equipment, facilities and 
the completion of the sector’s master 
plan for Information Technology, which 
is now in its second phase. 

Dr. BaSira also announced the imminent 
establishment of the Higher Council for 

Accreditation and Quality Assurance, 
which will be charged with the Licensure 
of Institutions, the development of 
program standards, promoting a “culture 
of quality” in the sector and eventually, 
conducting program evaluations and 
granting accreditation. 

Renewed funding and new 

opportunities

The Second Higher Education 
Development Project successfully 
concluded a workshop last month to 
further develop a pilot project named 
the Quality Improvement Fund (QIF) 
mechanism.  Under its introduction, 
Yemen’s public universities will compete 
for funding from the $7 million provided 
under an IDA/World Bank grant of $10 
million slated to fund the second phase 
of the Higher Education Development 
Project.

In opening remarks at the start of the 
workshop, Dr. Mohamed Mottahar, the 
Vice-Minister of Higher Education and 
the creator of the Quality Fund concept, 
elaborated on the Ministry’s plan to 
oversee the development of the QIF into 
a mechanism to focus on improving the 
quality of university’s programs.   

He also stated the Ministry’s priority 
of ensuring that the university’s 
development plans are coordinated with 
the Ministry and other national agencies 
to ensure “targeted development” of 
university infrastructure and qualitative 
improvements. This workshop and a 
number of other pre-project activities 
are being funded by the Bank and a 
grant from the Government of Japan, 
administered by the World Bank. Fifty 
participants from Yemen’s eight public 
universities participated in the workshop 
to refine the preliminary proposals in 

order to enhance the quality of some 13 
university programs, including programs 
in specializations ranging from Class 
Teacher Training to Mechatronics. 

According to Dr. Mohamed Sirhan 
Al-Mekhlafy, Project Director, to qualify 
for funding, university proposals must 
demonstrate consistence with a number 
of criteria including compatibility with 
the priorities of the National Strategy, 
societal needs, relevance, and feasibility.  
In addition, only programs in applied 
engineering, the sciences, education and 
medicine are being considered in this first 

round. A new program of support from 
the Netherlands was formally announced 
during a recent visit by a delegation from 
the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Netherlands Organization for 
International Cooperation in Higher 
Education (NUFFIC).   The new program, 
nicknamed “NICHE,” will fund capacity 
development programs in both the higher 
education and technical education sub-
sectors over a period of five years.  

Since 2004, the Netherlands has funded 
some 13 projects at Yemen’s universities, 
technical institutes, community colleges 
and the Ministry of Higher Education.  
These have included specialized centers 
in the area of Water and the Environment, 
Gender Development, Graduate Business 
and Public Management, Medical 
Teaching and Information Technology 
among others.  The latest project is 
funding the development of two technical 
graduate programs for professionals at 
the University of Taiz administered by 
T U Delft University, scheduled to begin 
classes in January.  

Last month a team of academics and 
technical experts from the Netherlands, 
the Philippines, India and Sweden 
arrived in Taiz to finalize preparations 

on the two new graduate programs 
in  IT Management and Engineering 
Management. The two programs 
seek to provide senior and mid-level 
professionals with a rare opportunity to 
update their knowledge on technological 
developments whilst simutaneously 
enabling them to integrate modern 
management methods in the practice 
of their professions.  This program also 
formally inaugurates Taiz University’s 
long-term plan to develop into a technical 
university in-line with the Ministry’s plan 
to promote specialization at Yemen’s 
universities. 

With funding from the People’s 
Republic of China, work on the project to 
establish the core infrastructure needed 
to host the Information Technology (IT) 
Network for Higher Education began 
this month at the Universities of Aden 
and Sana’a, with the arrival of some 15 
containers of specialized equipment and 
a team of experts from China. 

Finally, a  “sister” Yemen-government 
funded project to establish the 
infrastructure for the IT network at Taiz 
University entered its second phase.

By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Dec. 6 — The News Yemen 
Web site resumed publishing Saturday 
night after it was destroyed by a virus on 
November 27, the day of Eid Al-Dha.

The Web site now temporarily 
publishing its content in an older version 
and is currently working on four tasks:

First, the news agency is working 
on formatting the homepage to enable 
editors publish new stories. They are 
also contacting the host company of 
the Web site in the USA to work with 
a team from the Yemeni Ministry of 
Telecommunication to reveal the body 
who sent the virus to the Web site. Also, 
they are working to restore their lost 
archives. Finally, they are redesigning 
the Web site to be more secure against 
viruses.The news agency has lost YR 
40 million (USD 195,000) and they are 
losing more every day due to the damage, 
according to Nabil Al-Sofi, the publisher 

and editor-in-chief of the Web site.
The administration of the Web site is 

accusing the Yemen Net, a governmental 
Internet service provider of damaging 
the Web site.

“Yemen Net and the Ministry of 
Telecommunication are the only 
authorities who can reveal the body that 
destroyed our five years work,” said Al-

Sofi. But, the general manager of Yemen 

Net, Amer Haza'a, said that the company 
can’t be held any accountable for the 
damage because the Web site is being 
hosted by a company outside Yemen. 

However, Al-Sofi insisted that Yemen 

Net knows the body that damaged the 
Web site.

“Yemen Net is Yemen’s gateway to 
the Web, and is able to tell the identity of 
the person who committed the hacking,” 
said Al-Sofi. 

“It is the only body that does know the 
password that the Web site’s engineers 
and editors use in contacting with the 
host company,” he added.  

The Minister of Telecommunication, 
Kamal Al-Jabri and Haza’a met with Al-
Sofi on Saturday. The minister pledged 

to seek assistance from international 
experts to reveal the identity of the 
person who hacked the Web site.

Following the damage of the Web site, 
the administration of the Web site accused 
directly the Yemen Net Administration 
and stated that Yasser Al-Emad, an IT 
employee at Yemen Net is the person 
who sent the virus.

“It is a disaster for the electronic media 
in Yemen, and what adds insult to injury 
is that we discovered the virus was sent 
by Yemen Net under the name of Yasser 
Al-Emad who works in the information 
technology department at the company,” 
said a press release by the Web site.

Although the Web site agreed with 
the American host company to republish 
with the same domain name, the host 
company expressed its concern for the 
safety of its other Web sites based in 
Yemen, according to the News Yemen 
Web site. The Web site demanded the 
Ministry of Telecommunication allow 
other Internet service providers to 
operate in Yemen. Currently the industry 
is monopolized by the state through the 
Yemen Net administration.

“We are demanding that Internet 
service be freed from the hands of the 
state, in order to develop the Yemeni 
society and connect with the world,” 
said Al-Sofi. “Now, we are working in 

a frustrating climate that threatens our 
efforts, security and even our business.” 

The News Yemen Web site was 
established in May 3, 2005, with 
eight journalists in Sana’a and 13 
correspondents in the governorates.

Before the site was damaged, it 
produced more than 30,000 articles. All 
of them were lost.

Around 40 million hits were registered 
to the Web site, 68 percent of them from 
inside Yemen and the rest from outside.

The Web site is addressing press 
freedom organizations and the business 
community to support them in trying to 
build a Yemen that secure for electronic 
media.

The News Yemen Web site was hacked on the day of Eid, November 27 and it resumed publishing on Saturday December 

5.The Web site is demanding to free the Internet business from the state monopolization to have secure environment for 

electronic media.

News Yemen Web site resumes publishing
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By: Judith Spiegel

“No, you will 
not get a 
travel per-
mit because 
you want to 

leave today and this is not possible. 
You should have come 24 hours ago, 
now I cannot call the minister of 
interior”. “But I was here last night 
and explained you that I need a letter 
from my school that says that I want 
to travel, which I could only get this 
morning”. The police officer sighs 
and decides that I may want to speak 
with the colonel, who holds office on 
the upper floor. 

After just another day in the capital, 
sometimes it is nice to travel a bit. To 
go away and see what else is there. 
To be confronted with new things, 
other people and above all with curi-
ous things and situations which raise 
questions. There are many of those. 
And most of them arise even before 
the actual travelling, when visa and 
travel permits need to be taken care 
of.  

The colonel: “How are you?”. I 
am very fine, but I would even be 
better…” He fills in: “if you would 
get your travel permit” Which was 
exactly what I wanted to say. “The 
problem is”, he explains, “that I can-
not call the minister now”. We are 
heading towards qat-time so I can see 
the problem, although I do not quite 
see the point of calling the minister in 
the first place. Nevertheless, it would 
be highly appreciated if the travel 
permit is issued. After another ten 
minutes, during which nothing sig-
nificant happens, it is. No calls to the 
Minister are required after all. The 
only thing I must realize, the colonel 
emphasizes, is that now I will travel 

independently. Huh? Never mind, I 
decide to take this enigmatic condi-
tion for granted. 

At the checkpoints no one seems to 
be bothered with the level of my inde-
pendence. In fact, the only thing one 
is interested in is the country where 
you are from. Why? To call the right 
embassy in case you never show up 
at the same checkpoint again? Or 
just out of curiosity? According to 
an officer at the Tourist Police it is 
because your nationality is not on the 
permit since this might attract kid-
nappers. But how would that work? 
Would the kidnappers first ask for 
your travel permit and then decide to 
take you away or not, depending on 
which country you are from? The of-

ficer explains: “it is for your safety”. 
So far so good for travelling in 

Yemen. How is leaving the country 
and coming back to it? Let’s try and 
go to Cairo for a few days. Ques-
tions galore at Sana’a International 
Airport. For one, the security gates 
beep permanently. In most countries 
this would mean a thorough check of 
either the gates or the beeping people 
going through them. Not so at Sana’a 
International Airport. The beeping 
is simply ignored. Then there is the 
riddle of the cigarettes. Why are cig-
arettes almost twice as expensive at 
the airport than outside in the streets? 
The answer of the sales woman is 
one to cherish: “because they are tax 
free”. 

Another interesting thing of Ye-
meni travel materializes in the plane. 
Descending towards Cairo airport 
people decide it is time to call their 
families and friends to say that they 
are almost there. The Yemenia-crew 
does not seem to be bothered by this. 
Why are we always told to switch 
off all electronic equipment until the 
aircraft has come to a complete stand 
still? Actually, why are we always 
told the same thing regarding staying 
seated with your seat belt fastened? 
The Yemeni passengers do not seem 
to be bothered with this either. 

At Cairo airport the custom offi-
cer shouts “visa, where visa?”. Good 
question. 

He provides the answer: “you must 

buy visa at the bank!” At the bank? O 
well, never mind, at the bank, I buy a 
visa for 15 USD. 

Five days later, I am back in Ye-
men. Or actually, back at the airport, 
at the customs, where an annoyed 
officer barks: “where is visa?!” This 
time, I know the answer. “Here it 
is, on the first page of my passport, 
three months valid, no problem.” But 
it is a problem. My visa is a one-entry 
visa. And although I was assured by 
more than one kind advisor that this 
is no problem, it now is. I must buy 
a new visa. For 60 USD. “Why is it 
60 USD here, and only 30 euro at the 
Yemeni embassy in my home coun-
try?” Again, an answer is quickly 
given: “because”.  

I do not have 60 USD on me. The 
important visa man shrugs and says 
that this is not his problem. Why is 
there no bank next to the visa office? 
I know there are at least 4 ATM’s in 
the arrival hall so why not one here? 
The answer of the important visa 
man is along the same line, it is just 
not his problem. Meanwhile, I can 
see my lonely suitcase doing some 
independent travelling on the con-

veyor belt. 
After a while another custom offi-

cial understands the problem and the 
solution. 

He is willing to walk with me to 
the ATM in the arrival hall. He keeps 
my passport in his breast pocket 
to prevent me from running away 
without a stamp. Once the money is 
there, so is the visa. That is, there is 
a sticker and a stamp saying that reg-
istration must take place within two 
weeks. And then, I’ll have the right 
to stay another 3 months. Good, but 
let’s first make it a multiple entry 
visa. I mean, I pay more than I did for 
the one-entry one so can we at least 
make it a two-entry one this time? 
“No we cannot do this, for this you 
have to go to the Yemeni embassy in 
your country.”  

Finally outside, the taxi driver 
wants 2000 YR to go to the Old City. 
But why is it 1000 YR from the Old 
City to the airport and twice this 
amount the other way around? He 
smiles and agrees on 1000. He calls 
me his friend and takes me home. 
Just like that, without any further 
questions from my side. 

“Why?” “How?” The riddles of travelling
JUST ANOTHER DAY IN THE CAPITAL (8)
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By: Mohammed Ghoath 
For the Yemen Times 

Drama is considered to be 
the mirror which reflects 
societal issues. Yemeni 
Drama aired on T.V. is 
supposed to follow the 

same rule. However, after deep analysis, 
viewers realize that the drama in Yemen 
is suffering itself.  Thus, it can not give 
accurate reflection. 

A Survey was conducted by the 
Survey Center at the University of 
Sana'a about the programs in 2008. It 
revealed a dismal turnout on television, 
in particular on Yemeni channels, 
during the month of Ramadan, which 
is considered to be an affluent season 
and a competitive market among Arab  
satellite channels.

Approximately 78 percent of the 
2,500 participants in the survey, which 
covered seven Yemeni governorates, 
said that they watched Yemeni 
channels, while 22 percent said that 
they did not. More than 22 percent said 
that the Yemeni programs were boring, 
with stale direction, or badly shot.

This Ramadan, about seven local 
television series- mostly comedy- have 
graced Yemeni television screens, 
compared to only four last year. Al-
Saeeda scheduled two home grown 
series, while Al-Yemen claimed the 
lion's share with five. 

 Despite Yemen adding five different 
television channels, competition has 
brewed between the state's first satellite 
channel, Al-Yemen, and the private 
satellite channel Al-Saeeda. Both are 
racing to attract a larger audience, 
especially during Ramadan, when 
television becomes the typical mode of 
entertainment. 

 The channel's producers have been 
busy, but how do their creations fare 
in the eyes of the Yemeni public? 
While some Yemeni viewers express 
their disappointment at ''the poor 
performance of the Yemeni cast,'' others 
said that, this Ramadan, Yemeni series 
have shown notable progress. Yemen 

Times did a survey  among Yemeni 
audiences, directors, set designers, and 
actors.

"No doubt, there is progress,'' 
said Moaner Hamoud, 23. ''You 
can see the high cost of production, 
the good shooting, high comedy 
matrix, nice television shots, decent 
performances, and also locations 
where they shoot,'' added Moaner. The 
5th season of Kini Mini (Nonsense), 
which aired on Al-Saeeda channel, and  
Elajak Andi (I have your treatment), 
which aired on Al-Yemen, are Moaner's 
favorite shows. ''These two series 
handle issues related to Yemeni realty," 
he said.

 
Unsuitable timing 
Umm Mohammed spends many hours 
during Ramadan watching television, 
but complained about the timing of 
Yemeni shows. "Besides the daily 
power cuts, the schedule of these is not 
convenient at all,'' she said.

Most of the episodes are shown 
between 19:00 and 23:00 pm, which is 
time of prayer for men and housework 
for women,'' she said. 

More  courageousness
Umm Mohammed and another 
educated women commented 
positively about Yemeni programs 
during Ramadan, pointing out that 
screenwriters have become more daring 
in highlighting current  political  and 
social issues. Kidnapping children 
and foreigners, tribal issues, women's 
rights, expensive dowries, family and 
social class conflicts were among many 
other topics he cited that are tackled in 
Yemeni drama and comedy episodes.

 
Different dialects
Yemeni  viewers  noticed  that different 
dialects were used by the cast while 
acting. Lamis and Ahmed  have different 
opinions about this. "It is very nice to 
hear different dialects in one show,'' 
said Lamis, 25. In the past, the whole 
cast spoke mostly Sana'ani, as if they 
were addressing only the audience in 

Sana'a. Others disagreed with Lamis, 
including Wasim, 31, who was upset by 
the Bedouin accent of the characters in 
Hamak (My concern is your concern). 
''Yes, it is the first Yemeni Bedouin 
series, but the actors should rehearse 
more to be able to perform the Badawi 
characters,'' said  Wasim, who said that 
he did not like to watch this show any 
more. ''Not just this show, when the 
actors do not speak their dialects they 
seem artificial and clumsy,'' he said. 
''I have started watching other Arab 
channels.''

 
Yemeni drama stars
Although most criticism focused on the 
performance of the Yemeni cast, few 
could actually remember the  names of 
the actors and actresses.

Instead, most viewers referred to the 
names of the characters played in the 
series. ''We see them on the screen only 
in Ramadan, so we hardly remember 
their names,'' said Kifah, 21. However, 
most spectators were able to name 
some more famous comedians. Last 
year, Al-Saeeda took the first step in 
bringing these comedians from the 
stage to the screen and gave the chance 
to Al-Adhru'I, a local comedian, and 
his group to perform their sketches on 
screen. Both the Yemeni public and 
critics admired and approved the show.

This Ramadan, Al-Adhru'I and 
Qahtan are performing on Al-yemen 
in Elajak 'Andi. As for Al-Qarni, he is 
to be found on Al-Saeeda as the main 
character in the Bedouin series Hami 
Hamak. ''However, these comedians, 
especially Al-Adhrui and Qahtan, turn 
out to be less critical of the government'', 
said a disappointed Osama. ''I still watch 
them, though not all the episodes.''

Mohammed  Al-Hubaishy, one of the 
distinguished writers of Yemen who 
has a number of drama series such as 
our lost bet, Kini Mini (Nonsense), and 
Manana Faina. "I think, that we are  
not suffering from a shortage of drama 
scripts, but from poor script handling,'' 
said Al-Hubaishy.

Most mistakes in Yemeni dramas 

take place when the actor or actress, are 
overacting  in front the camera, without 
real attention to the roles they play. 
That indicates that the actor or actress 
has no training and qualification in the 
acting field. This is maybe because of 
the absence of a specialized technical 
institute for qualifying and training 
actors,'' he added

 
Seasonal drama
Mona Al-Asbahay, an actress, said that 
production of Yemeni drama is  confined 
to Ramadan, while the rest of Year there 
is no production. Mona pointed out that 
the break in drama production for the 
rest of year is   affecting the livelihood 
of actors. "Some actors have a hard 
time because they may have only a 
month to read the script," she said. ''Bad  
acting is also a reflection of the difficult 
circumstances which the actor faces in 
their real lives,'' she added. 

 
Many channels. Healthy competition
Ahmed Al Hawry, Deputy Manager 
of the youth satellite Saba channel, 
put forward his viewpoint on Yemeni 
Drama, saying, that Yemeni Drama 
lacks a lot of meaningful dramatic 
elements, such as nice scripts and 
successful  direction and production. In 
addition, Yemeni drama came later than 
other Arab Drama.

Dr. Fadhle Al-Olofay is a director, 
and has run one of the private drama 
production companies for five 
years. He spoke to Yemen Times about 
causes for the difficulties that make the 
Yemeni local drama unable to compete 
with other Arabic drama: "There is 
no infrastructure for drama, such 
as academic institutes to train good 
actors, and good authors. "We have no 
professional drama writers to be able to 
compete with other productions,"  he 
added.

Al-Olofy said that the involvement 
of private advertisement companies 
in sponsoring some of these dramas, 
contributes positively to encourage 
writers and producers to storm this 
field

Jannah Hunt Oil Company (JHOC) is currently recruiting for the position of Mechanical 
Technician. 

JOB SUMMARY: 

Perform maintenance and repairs on all JHOC rotating equipment.

MAJOR RESPONSIBILITIES:

- Carry out scheduled preventative maintenance on a variety of equipment.
- Review manufacturer’s technical manuals for procedures and problem solving.
- Troubleshoot and resolve problems on gas turbines, compressors, and high energy 
 equipment.
- Assist supervisors in identifying and ordering replacement parts.
- Follows all company safety procedures and practices.

MINIMUM REQUIRMENTS:

Experience:  
- Minimum 10 years experience with a mechanical background, preferably in the 
 petrochemical industry.
- Must be willing to work in desert location on 28/28 rotation.

 Education/Skills: 
- Engineering degree or High school/Equivalent with apprentice courses or technical school, 

and mechanical background. 
- Good working knowledge and experience on gas and diesel engines, gas compression, and 

pumps, both centrifugal and positive displacement.
- Excellent in English and Arabic (Written and Spoken).
- Good computer skills.
    
IF YOU MEET THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS PLEASE E-MAIL YOUR C.V TO THE 
FOLLOWING E-MAIL ADDRESS.  PLEASE NOTE WE WILL ONLY ACCEPT CV’S 
THROUGH E-MAIL SUBMISSION:

jannahrecruiter@jhocyemen.com

ALL CANDIDTES MUST BE YEMENI NATIONALS – DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING 
YOUR C.V FOR THIS POSITION IS DECEMBER 18, 2009.

Drama in Yemen : Absence of script, Overacting, and bad Direction





Yemen’s first and  most widely-read
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By: Khaled Al-Hilaly

When driving between 
Yemeni cities, both 
sides of the road, 
and even the fields 
will appear to you 

like farms of plastic. Colorful plastic 
bags are everywhere; on trees, the soil, 
hills and even in the mouths of hapless 
animals. 

Plastic bags damage the soil, water 
and plants because they are composed 
of many harmful and carcinogenic 
chemicals and they do not disintegrate 
and dissolve quickly, but rather can take 
up to a thousand years to decompose. 
Four out of every five bags handed out 
at the grocery store is made of plastic. 

The increased consumption of plastic 
bags, especially by qat sellers in cities 
and rural areas, is a true environmental 
catastrophe and has destructive effects in 
both the short and long term in Yemen. 
To reduce these effects, the government 
plans to adopt new regulations on the 
manufacture and sale of plastic bags. 
The authorities concerned with the 
environment are studying alternatives 
prior to releasing new law.

This month the Environmental 
Protection Authority of the Ministry of 
Water and Environment has discussed the 
alternative of d2w plastic additives with 
plastic bag manufacturers, environmental 
organizations and representatives 
of British company, Symphony 
Environmental.

Oxo-biodegradable bags degrade 
completely, regardless of location or 
environmental conditions, and have a pre-
programmed lifespan. They are injected 
with a small amount of an additive called 
d2w. The additive creates a chemical 
reaction whereby the additive attacks the 
carbon bonds in the material. This leads 
to a lowering of the molecular weight and 
eventually to a loss of strength and other 

properties.
Unlike normal plastic bags, which take 

around 1,000 years to biodegrade, oxo-
biodegradable carriers disintegrate into 
nothing more than water, carbon dioxide 
and a very small amount of biomass.

"The length of time it takes for oxo-
biodegradable plastic products to 
degrade can be ‘programmed’ at the time 
of manufacture and can be as little as a 
few months or as much as a few years," 
said Michael Laurier from Symphony 
Environmental, at a lecture in London. 
"They can be vacuum-packed for delivery 
and will not degrade in the absence of air, 
until needed for use."

"If collected, oxo-biodegradable 

plastic products can be 
recycled, composted, 
incinerated with 
energy recovery, or 
land filled, but if 
not collected they 
will degrade and 
disappear, leaving 
no harmful residue," 
Laurier said.

" S y m p h o n y 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
provides the most 
economical and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
friendly solution 
to the problem of 
plastic pollution," 
said Winston Pryce 
general manager 
of Eco-Polymers, 
exclusive distributor 
in the Middle East 
and some African 
countries. 

"An increasing 
number of countries 
are using d2w 
additives," he added.

He explained how 
banning plastic is 
not possible and how 

other alternatives like paper and jute are, 
"neither economically no environmentally 
better than plastic." He added that paper 
and Jute take between twelve to fifteen 
years to biodegrade but they are both 
environmentally unfriendly because of 
the entire process of their production 
from cutting down trees to processing and 
handling "the environmental footprint is 
massive, " he said. 

"We have no choice but to continue to 
live with plastic, so we must find ways to 
minimize the damage that it causes to the 
environment," said Pryce

"The only available solution is the oxo-
biodegradable plastics," he added.

Hilal Al-Riyashi of the Environment 
Protection Authority, said in the past 
manufacturers used to complain that 
they had to change the machines' molds 
when producing plastic bags with thicker 
microns. Now they can add the d2w 
additives without changing equipment or 
assembly lines.

"We encourage everyone to help protect 
the environment," Al-Riyashi said. 

Yasser Nasser from Ahmad Plastic 
Factory said plastic manufacturers don't 
have to worry and try to cover up their 
activities from the eyes of environmental 
activists because d2w is environmentally 
friendly. 

"As oxo-biodegradable bags are made 
with the same machines as ordinary 
plastic," said Nasser, "there is only 
little additional cost, about YR 35 or 
{17cents}."

Local factories produce 40 percent of 
the local market demand for plastic bags. 
The remaining 6o percent is imported 
through smuggling and some don't meet 
standard specifications, or come without a 
trademark in addition to having a thickness 
of only up to about 15 microns, which is 
considered against the government decree 
prohibiting manufacturing plastic bags 
with a thickness of less than 60 microns.

The estimated consumption of 
plastic bags in Yemen is 60 tons per 
year, according to a study conducted 
by Abdulwahab Al-Awj, a professor of 
geology at Taiz University.

In Taiz only, eight plants produce 
plastics, including bags. There are also an 
unknown number of small nonregistered 
production plants, which have no specific 
brand. Clearly, these plants and their 
products will be much harder to control 
in terms of quality and accountability, 
but at least if a large portion of the 
nation’s plastic bags are being made with 
biodegradable materials, then that will go 
a long way towards controlling the issue 
of this one type of pollution.

Yemen studies “green” plastic bags alternative
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The increased consumption of plastic bags, especially by 

qat sellers in cities and rural areas, is a true environmental 

catastrophe


