
By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, JAN. 6 — The 
National Center for Metro-
logical Service still warns 
citizens of low temperatures 
in the governorates of Sa’ada, 
Amran, Sana’a, Thamar,  Ibb, 
Al-Dhale’e , and Al-Baida.

“The  center warns of no-
ticeably low temperatures that 
probably cause a frost wave 
that harms plants,” read the 
press release by the center.

The center also warns that 
the frost wave may extend to 
reach some parts of the gov-
ernorates of Al-Jawf, Mareb, 
Shabwa, and desert areas of 
Hadramout and AL-Mahra.

It recommends the elderly 
and children residing in these 
areas to take appropriate pre-
cautions to protect themselves from the 
frost .

Consequently the Ministry of Agricul-
ture has warned farmers in these  areas, of 
the impact of the frost on their farms.

The ministry recommends farmers to 
stop irrigation during the coming days, 
especially for the fruit trees, to lessen the 
effects of the  frost such as: stunting.

“The crops of apricot, grapes, plum, to-
matoes and potatoes are among the most 
likely to be affected by the frost and it is 
recommended to warm these plants with 
burning some woods next them,” said the 
ministry.

Dr. Abdullah Al-Sayani, General Direc-
tor of Plant Protection at the Ministry of 
Agriculture stated to Saba News Agency 
that the frost does have negative impacts 
on plants but it mostly affects the quality 
and quantity of the produce.

“ The frost stunts the plant, weakens 
it making it vulnerable to to pests,” Al-
Sayani said.

In the same context, Rasheed Al-Ariqi, 
head of the Weather Forecast Unit at 
the Metrological Center told the Yemen 
Times that Socotra Island, on Monday, 
witnessed heavy rains that continued for 
about 24 hours.

After the warning by the 
Metrological Center , schools 
announced starting one hour 
late every day for a period.  

The change in the weath-
er in Yemen and countries 
around the world comes as a 
result of the climate change, 
according to the 2009 Report 
of Environment and Devel-
opment by the Arab Forum 
for Environment and Devel-
opment.  

According to the report, 
though Climate change acts 
directly to change natural 
weather patterns, its  effects 
quickly cascade through 
many sectors and result into 
scarcity of food, water and 
loss of coastal areas, disrup-
tion of ecosystems, and ad-
verse effects on human health 

as well.
Moreover the report indicated that cli-

mate change also has negative impact on 
economies of countries. “The economic 
sector is not immune and disruptions to 
infrastructure and tourism, for example, 
which will conceivably cancel the eco-
nomic benefits.”

The report recommends the govern-
ments of the Arab region to treat this as 
a national priority and to take actions to 
save the lives of their people. 

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

 
HADRAMOUT, JAN. 5 — In coopera-
tion with the World Band, a specialized 
committee in charge of following up on 
an anti-qat project in Hadramout held last 
month a meeting to discuss the agreement 
signed recently between local author-
ity and the WB to  fight qat consump-
tion in Hadramout, The Yemen Time has 
learned.

 The meeting stressed the role that 
could be played by the elite to enlighten 
people on health dangers of qat consump-
tion and on stopping qat trade. The meet-
ing stressed on making qat markets far 
away of the cities, in a bid to stop entirely 
its trade.

 These moves will be accompanied by 
efforts to seek alternatives to young peo-
ple like clubs and training centers to spend 
their time in ways benefiting them. 

 World Bank’s Qat Consultant Qahtan 
al-Asbahi said this move, which started in 
Hadramout last October and November, 
falls under the organization’s program 
shared  with the Yemeni government to 
combat qat addiction.

 “Our program aims at reducing qat 
consumption. We started it in governor-
ates of Hadramout and Aden where peo-
ple consume qat but do not grow it,” said 
al-Asbahi. Then we will move to other 

governorates 
to continue our 
program. “We 
found consider-
able reaction 
from the peo-
ple.” 

 Over why 
the campaign 
started in Had-
ramout, al-
Asbahi said the 
g o v e r n o r a t e 
does not pro-
duce qat and is 
agricultural so 
that  it is easy 
to hold anti-qat 
consumption 
c a m p a i g n s . 
Cultivating qat in the governorate is not 
successful because it is flat land with does 
not exceed 800 meters above sea level 
while qat is grown only in areas above 
800 meters.

 With failed tries to grow qat in Had-
ramout, it was easy to carry out the anti-
qat camping in this governorate besides; 
In addition, that most of the people are not 
qat addicted.  

 Regarding alternatives the World Bank 
provides to young people in Hadramout, 
al-Asbahi said the organization helps 
promoting cultural activities. “We in the 
World Bank help and support spreading 
cultural programs, night programs and 
sport contests. We provide USD 6000 to 
every activity.”

The Ministry of Agriculture and Irrga-
tion and the Ministry of Planning and In-
ternational Cooperation share the  anti-qat 
program with the World Bank, said Dep-
uty Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation 
Abdul-Malik al-Thawr.

The program is divided into two parts, 
the production and consumption, he ex-
plained.  The ministry is responsible on 
combating the production while the World 
Bank is responsible on carrying out anti-
qat consumption campaigns.  

  The anti- qat program falls under the 
project of preserving ground water, given 
that qat consumes 30 percent of ground 
water.  Under this prospect, we categorize 
water into two kinds, green water (rain 
water) and blue water (ground water). 

 Our focus is to protect blue water 
against exhaustion and we do not have 
problem with farmers using green water, 
said al-Thawr.

 Carrying out such activities in the gov-
ernorate came as respond to a message 
of Minister of Planning and International 
Cooperation Abdul-Karim al-Arhabi to 
enlighten People on the dangerous effects 
of qat consumption, said Mohammad 

Saeed ba-Qatmi, Assistant Deputy Gover-
nor of Hadramout, the Head of Anti-Qat 
Committee.

 The campaign aimed at making the 
city clean by forcing all people selling qat 
in streets out of the city. Selling qat inside 
the city has damaged its good image be-
fore visitors.

 By forcing people selling qat out of 
the city, this will lead to reduce demand 
for qat because the young man or the man 
who wants  to buy qat from the market 
will find it difficult to go out of the city 
and return to chew qat. Step by step, the 
people will give up this bad habit will-
ingly (chewing qat) has spread recently, 
mostly among young people.

 “Tens days ago, we started carrying 
out enlightenment projects supported by 
the World Bank. We intend to publish en-
cyclopedias on the dangers of qat in coop-
eration with media,” said ba-Qatmi.

 Over other alternatives to be provided 
to the people to occupy their spare time, 
the Head of Anti-Qat Committee said, 
there is action plan with local authority to 
create clubs, enlightenment parks, internet 
coffeehouse and holding forums and the-
aters to help people forget qat.

 Hadramout is considered the vastest 
agricultural valley in Yemen and riches 
ground for water. It is famous of produc-
ing dates, honey and wheat, besides veg-
etables. Hadrami people are the less in the 
country who chew qat due to the spread of 
specific culture that people who chew qat 
and smoke are considered unrespectable. 

 The governorate does not grow qat but 
traders bring the plant from the governor-
ates of Dhale’a, al-Baidha’ and Dhamar.

 Qat cultivation is spread on 140.000 
hectare of Yemeni agricultural lands. Ev-
ery hector  generates annual revenues of 
YR, 2,64  million in the best cases. But 
expansion of  qat trees comes on the  ac-
count of  other  important strategic corps 
like  coffee besides vegetables and  fruits.
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By: Amel Al-Ariqi 

SANA’A, JAN. 6 — Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) condemned Yemen’s 
attempt to use the current anti-terror  
climate to subject journalists to censor-
ship and banning publications, the Ye-
men Times has learned. 

“Ali Abdallah Saleh’s government 
is taking advantage of support from 
foreign powers in the fight against ter-
rorism on its soil to deliberately violate 
people’s rights”, said the organization. 

“The international community must 
remind the Sana’a government that the 
legitimate fight against terrorism can 
never be used to justify cracking down 
on the media”, it said

The condemnation came while Ye-
meni police  Wednesday arrested  on 
Wednesday the owner and editor of the 
banned daily newspaper, Al-Ayyam, 
following clashes between police and 
armed people who staged sit in outside 
the newspaper’s office. They called for 
the newspaper to reopen, which has 
been banned  by the Yemeni authorities 
since May.    

Hisham Bashraheel, 66, was taken 
into custody over clashes since Monday 
in which a policeman and a newspaper 
‘s guard were killed and seven people 
were wounded. 

The Police attempted to storm the of-

fices of Al-Ayyam daily  on Tuesday  to 
arrest guards who had killed a police-
man and wounded another on Monday 
when security forces were trying to 
disperse a demonstration protesting the 
continued ban of the newspaper. 

According to Gen.Saleh Zuari, the 
Deputy Interior minister, armed mem-
bers of Al-Qaeda-linked southern 
movement exchanged fire with police 

on Monday, killing the policemen. 
Zuari added that 40 members of the 
movement armed with  Kalashnikov 
rifles and inguinal LG were hold up at 
newspaper, owned by Hisham Bashra-
hil.  Rioters attacked the security per-
sonnel from the headquarters of the 
news paper. “That is a blatant criminal 

act” described Zuari 
However the Editor Bashrahil  has 

described  the scene – before his arrest- 
to Reporters Without Borders: “The se-
curity forces started firing on the crowd 
at 16.07pm. The police even aimed 
at one of their own number to make 
it look like the demonstrators were 
armed, when in fact everyone came to 
protest peacefully”. 

On Tuesday evening , 
local media talked  about 
Mediation led by social 
dignitaries and officials to  
contain the mess after  the 
clashes.

 About 50 protesters par-
ticipated in mediation to 
the mediation committee as 
a good-will act. The people 
then were handed to secu-
rity who imprisoned them. 

It wasn’t clear if Bashra-
hil, who is wanted by pros-
ecutors in Sana’a to stand 
trial for his alleged role in 

the murder of a man in front of the pa-
per’s offices in 2008, has willingly sur-
rendered to authority or was forced.  

Wednesday afternoon, police an-
nounced the arrest of Bashrahil with 
his son, adding that heavy weaponry 
was discovered in the editor’s house, 
which is located inside the newspaper’s 

building.  
“Since May, the authorities have 

repeatedly used the judiciary, the po-
lice, and other security apparatuses to 
harass and intimidate Al-Ayyam. We 
hold the Yemeni government directly 
responsible for the well-being of all 
those who remain surrounded as this 
siege continues. ”  said Mohamed Abdel 
Dayem,  Middle East and North Africa 
program  coordinator of The Committee 
to Protect Journalists before  the arrest 
of the editor 

Last  May  one person was killed 
and three wounded in a gunfight which 
erupted as police moved in to arrest 
Bashrahil.

On 15 July  a journalist on the news-
paper, Anis Ahmed Mansur Hamida, 
was sentenced to 14 months in prison 
for “attacking national unity” and “sep-
aratism. 

The paper,  was one of the largest 
newspapers in the south, suspended 
along with other 8 publications last 
year in connection over allegations of 
inciting separatism in the region amid a 
wave of deadly unrest there.

According to Reporters Without Bor-
ders,  the Al-Ayyam incidents is not first 
of it type.  The state of press freedom 
in Yemen  has considerably worsened 
since May 2009, said the worldwide 
freedom press organization.  

The organization cited incidents dur-
ing 2009, particularly in the south of 
the country.

Nothing has been heard of Khalid 
Jahafi a journalist on the opposition 
news website Alsahwa.net since secu-
rity forces arrested him on 27 Decem-

ber 2009 while he was taking photos 
of clashes between police officers and 
supporters of the southern – movement, 
which demand to  separate southern Ye-
men from which they called  “Sana’a 
government”   

Continued on page 2

RSF: Yemen uses “combating terrorism” to crack down on media

Yemeni journalists regularly protested in Sana’a over the continued ban of 

Aden based daily newspaper Al-Ayyam. Now protests are escalating in south-

ern governorates after the newspaper’s editor was arrested on Wednesday 

after being accused of hiding weapons in his home. 

Demonstrations in Lahj against the arrest of Al-

Ayyam editor. 
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Hadrami people exert efforts to fight qat Yemen Metrological Service

warns of low temperatures 

Percent of different agriculture products from the total 

produce. 

This is one of the coldest winters Yemen has seen in decades. 

The change in the weather in Yemen and countries around 

the world comes as a result of the climate change, accord-

ing to the 2009 Report of Environment and Development 

by the Arab Forum for Environment and Development.  
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By: sadeq AL-Wesabi
For the Yemen Times

JEDDAH, JAN. 6 — Many Yemeni 
expatriates in The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA) complain about the 
many difficulties they  face with no 
active solutions conducted by the Ye-
meni Community  in KSA. 

One million Yemeni expatriates are 
estimated to live in KSA. Many of 
them have obstacles with investing in 
Yemen, but many more suffer from the 
lack of health care and social support 
and an education system that has failed 
them for years.

The Yemeni communities’ leaders in 
KSA struggle to agree on key issues, 
exacerbating their  inability  to aid the 
Yemeni expatriates.

Abdul Kareem Al-Musbahi , the vice 
president of the Yemeni Community in 
east and west areas of KSA, said “ The 
atmosphere in which the Yemeni com-
munities live is one where genuine ef-
forts to improve the situation are few 
and far between.  Also, some actively 
work against the best interests of the 
community to serve their own inter-
ests.  He added, “ Very few expatriates 
even know the leaders of their com-
munities.”   
According to expatriate Hamzah Ah-
mad, there are no social, health care 
or educational committees taking care 
of the expatriates issues. “ we do not 
depend on the leaders of the communi-
ties to solve our problems because we 
know already that they will do noth-
ing.” Hamzah said. 

In Jeddah, where many Yemeni ex-
patriates live, having access to reliable 
heath care is difficult.  Thousands of 
Yemenis who suffer from pathological 
cases cannot afford to get treated due 
to the high costs. While the leaders of 

the communities claim to  pay for the 
patients, there is no evidence to sup-
port that assertion. 

The health care system is not the 
only social service that is in need of 
significant improvements.   Schools 
and colleges are expensive, forcing  
Yemeni university students in Jed-
dah to depend upon distance learning 
methods. The students must pay huge 
fees otherwise they cannot continue 
studying. 

 As deep poverty affects many expa-
triate families, it is little wonder that 
quality educational and heath care fa-
cilities are out of reach.  

These families have been suffer-
ing from poverty but no one look at 
them with merciful eye, according to 
Al-Musbahi.  Tragedies such as men 
divorcing their wives and neglecting 
their children or sending his wife to the 
embassy, are common occurrences.

Al-Musbahi is hopeful that the com-

munity in KSA can solve the expatri-
ates problems but acknowledges that 
his center is overwhelmed by enor-
mous tasks at hand.  Making matters 
worse, The Yemeni Community office 
in Jeddah is closed, leaving people 
without a venue through which their 
concerns can be addressed. 

The absence of such facilities leads 
to communication problems as well.  
Expatriate Abdul Wase’ Abdu  said 
that he does not hear about the com-
munity functions except on some oc-
casions or in press. “ We depend only 
on Allah when we have problems.”  
Abdu concluded.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
confirms that it supports all Yemenis 
abroad. During the third conference 
conducted by the Ministry, protecting 
the expatriates investors and solving 
their problems were two aims of the 
conference , and President Saleh has 
also pledged to assist the expatriates.

Yemeni Expatriates in KSA find 

no solutions to their problems

By: Isma’el Al-Ghaberi

DUBAI, JAN. 4 — Last Saturday, Dr. 
Abdul Aziz Al- Makaleh, Yemen’s first 
poet won the Al-Owais cultural Award . 
Dr. Maqaleh, won the award along with 
Al Taher Wattar, Abdul Salam Al Mis-
addi and Jalal Amin. The award Secre-
tary-General Abdul Hamid Ahmed, said 
in a press release issued by the Sultan 
Bin Ali Al Owais Cultural Foundation 
in Dubai, that  the winners were chosen 
unanimously by the jury, from amongst 
1183 applicants for the award, after de-
liberation and discussions.

The award Secretary General said 
that Dr. Abdul Aziz Al Maqaleh, whose 
poems represent an artistic model of 
modern poetry and contemporary cre-
ativeness by utilising heritage, national 
and human symbols in his poetry which 
will continue to inspire generations to 
come, was selected “out of 209 nomi-
nees in the poetry category because his 
poems deal with the problems and is-
sues of mankind,» Ahmad said.

On receiving the award, Dr. Maqaleh 
said: “ the existence of such founda-
tions in the Arab world or in the whole 
world,  which honor creativity is a very 
important matter..”

This was the 11th session of the 
award, which was established on De-
cember 17, 1987, by the poet Sultan 
Bin Ali Al Owais, as a permanent 
award bearing his name. In 1992, the 

award, which was established with the  
aim of honouring, encouraging and 
supporting Arab scholars, litterateurs 
and intellectuals, developed into an au-
tonomous cultural foundation.

 Dr. Maqaleh’s  works: Sana’a will 
be my destination even after a long 
journey (1971), A letter to Saif Bin Thi 
Yazan, (1972), Yemen Colloquial   po-
etry, Reading in Al-Zaidia’s( Islamic 
section) thought in Yemen, Yemeni dai-
lies  in literature and arts, Priorities of 
literary criticism in Yemen, Priorities 
of theatre in Yemen, Studies in short 
story and novel in Yemen, Ali Ahmad 
Ba Katheer, the pioneer of moderniza-
tion in the modern Arabic poetry, are 
amongst his neumerous works, which 
won him this award.

Dr.Abdul Aziz Al-Maqaleh is a cul-
tural consultant to the President of the 
Republic of Yemen, the head of the 
Studies and Research Center and an 
instructor in Sana’a University, Faculty 

of Arts, as well as a 
MA and PHD degrees 
supervisor.

Many studies have 
been conducted on his 
works, as a critic and as 
a poet. A few examples 
are: Criticism Explana-
tions by Izaldeen So-
hail and Ahmad Hijazi 
and The Picture in Al-
Maqaleh Poetry  and 
The Symbolism and 

Psychological Dimensions by Al-Odi. 
A member of the  Linguistic Commu-

nity in Cairo, the Lingustic Community 
in Damascus and a member of the Cen-
ter for Arab Unity Studies in Beirut, 
Dr.Abdul Aziz Al-Maqaleh was born 
in 1927, in the governorate of Ibb. In 
1970, he received an university degree. 
He has a MA ,PHD from Ien Shams 
University, Faculty of Arts, Egypt. 
From 1982 to 2001, Dr. Maqaleh was a 
rector in the Sana’a University.

The Lotus award (1986), Arts and 
Literature medal (Aden 1980), Arts 
and Literature medal (Sana’a 1982), 
Arab Culture award ( UNESCO, Par-
is 2002), Chevalier (Knight) award 
(France2003), Arab cultural award, 
The Arab Organization for Education, 
Sciences and Culture award (2004), are 
the other awards and medals won by 
Dr. Maqaleh.

RSF: Yemen uses “combating terror-
ism” to crack down on media 
Shafi’ al-Abd, a journalist on the news-
paper al-Nada, as well as four mem-
bers of the leadership of the Federation 
of Southern Youth, were arrested by 
police in Aden on 28 December, be-
fore being moved to Khor Maksar jail 
in Aden province. The journalist has 
been charged with forming a political 
party hostile to “security and national 
unity”. A court in Lahij province has 

also postponed indefinitely and without 
explanation the trial of journalist Iyyad 
Ghanem, who is in poor health from a 
two-week hunger strike. He has been in 
custody for six months after filming a 
rally by supporters of the southern rebel 
groups in the city of Korsh. 

Further, nothing has been heard since 
18 September of journalist Muhammad 
Al-Maqalih, who disappeared in unex-
plained circumstances. Many Yemeni 
journalists believe that security services 

were responsible for his abduction. 
Fouad Rashid, editor of the website Al-
Mukalla Press, and Salah Al-Saqladi, 
editor of the website Adengulf-website, 
are also still being held.

The organization has ranked Ye-
men’s press freedom at 167 out of 175 
countries it has surveyed this year. This 
rank is twelve points lower compared to 
last year and by this making Yemen one 
of the ten worst countries in the world 
regarding press freedom.

By:  Mahmoud Assamiee

SANA’A, JAN. 2 — With poverty plagu-
ing Yemen and ignorance and backward-
ness rampant across the country, the future 
of the children of Yemen is at a risk. This 
status quo imposes on the government, on 
all society organizations, international orga-
nizations and on parents, to take care of  the 
children of Yemen.

Holding conferences and workshops, in 
the absence of any real and practical mea-
sures to protect children against the dan-
gers they face every day, the future of the  
children of Yemen will only get darker and 
darker.

Government efforts under these condi-
tions, unfortunately, are not sufficient to al-
leviate the condition of these children.

 “During the past decades, childhood 
in Yemen has witnessed a remarkable im-
provement and Yemen has taken positive 
steps in form of programs, policies and 
strategies to protect and take care of chil-
dren in all fields”, said Prime Minister Ali 
Mujawr.

He said that this improvement has taken 
place, throughout the period, through en-
acting legislations and laws concerning 
children or amendments in the related leg-
islations, such as amendments to remove 
discrepancies  related to  the minimum mar-
riage age, criminal accountability, female 
genital circumcision and sale and exploita-
tion of children.

In his speech, in the  ‘Workshop on Con-
cluding Observations on Yemen’s First 
Report on Convention on the Right of the 
Child's Optional Protocol on Sale of Chil-
dren, Prostitution and Pornography’, the 
Minister of Education, Mr. Abdul-Salam 
Al- Jawfi,  said “Yemen has assumed the 
responsibility of being committed to and 
complying with the international treaties 
and protocols concerning child protection”.

Mr. Abdul-Salam Al- Jawfi said  that the 
Yemeni government has committed itself 
to creating a   ‘safe environment’ for chil-
dren’ protecting them from child trafficking, 
smuggling and exploitation  and directed 
the concerned government bodies to take 
strict measures against children traffickers 
and those exploiting them through pornog-
raphy.

He also demanded the judiciary system 
to take instant decisions on issues concern-
ing children and issues deterring verdicts 
against any one violating  the rights of chil-
dren. 

The workshop discussed six topics 
namely: policies and legislations, building 
capabilities and enlightenment, developing 
surveillance and following up system, eval-
uation, studies and researches and protect-
ing children and qualifying them. 

“Six working groups, consisting of rep-
resentatives of the Supreme Council for 

Motherhood and Childhood (SCMC), Min-
istry of Interior, Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Labor, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of 
Health, Ministry of Telecommunication and 
Information Technology, international or-
ganizations, civil society organizations, the 
parliament and Judiciary, discused one of 
the six topics  each and presented an action 
plan to implement the recommendations and 
following up the process of implementation 
during the period of four years, related to 
that topic“, said Abdul-Latif al-Hamadani, 
the Director of Studies, Researches and 
Child Protection in the SCMC.

The report dealt with measures taken by 
the country to implement the child rights 
convention on the ground.

On his part, the Head of the Public Free-
dom and Human Rights Committee in the 
Parliament, Sheikh Mohammad al-Sha'ef, 
presented the efforts of the committee in 
monitoring the  situation  of the children, 
their rights, the status of Yemeni families 
and the strategic plans worked out by the 
concerned bodies on the basis of this status-
quo. The Strategic plans are based on the 
field visits and reports developed by the 
committee.

Sheikh Mohammad al-Sha'ef called on 
all concerned humanitarian organizations, 
to coordinate with the freedoms committee 
in the parliament, to ensure avoiding any 
catastrophe in the Yemeni society. He said 
that the committee will share the results of 
the workshop with the parliament.

Meanwhile, Secretary General of the Su-
preme Council for Motherhood and Child-
hood, Dr. Nafisa Al-Ja'efi, said that since 
Yemen is a signatory to the Convention on 
the Right of the Child’s Optional Protocol 
on Sale of Children and Pornography for 
2004  it is binding for Yemen  to prduce an 
initial report on’ the condition of children in 

Yemen’ after two years of the signing and 
producing reports every four years thereaf-
ter. 

Dr. Nafisa Al-Ja'efi presented the report 
of preparatory committee for the report. The 
committee comprised of all concerned bod-
ies such as civil society organizations, coun-
cils of children, parliament ,youth organi-
zations,  Shoura council, etc.  The report 
was revised by the Foreign Ministry before 
submitting to the international committee. A 
shadow report regarding the same prepared 
by non- government organizations, was also 
submitted to the international committee.

She said that Yemen has gained expertise 
and developed capabilities, which can help 
the country to honor its commitments to the 
convention and the two protocols. She also 
said that these capabilities will prove help-
ful in mapping out  a work plan to assist 
government and non-government organi-
zations, as well as judiciary, to implement 
recommendations on the ground.

UNICEF’s Deputy Representative of Ye-
men Country Office, Anne Marie Fonseka, 
hailed the efforts made by Yemen, in the 
recent years, towards the realization of the 
‘rights of children’, despite some major ob-
stacles and difficulties related to the prevail-
ing social and cultural practices.

“The country has taken a lead in ratify-
ing all the major UN conventions that will 
contribute, in the long-run, to the realization 
of the rights of the children and women,” 
she said. 

Acknowledging that Yemen had come 
long way in field of protecting children, 
she commended the leadership roles played 
by Dr. Amat Al- Razaq Ali Hummad - 
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Dr. 
Nafisa Al-Jaifi - the Secretary General of 
the Supreme Council for Motherhood and 
Childhood.

By: Ismail Al-Ghabri

SANA’A, JAN. 5 — The Price of  sugar 
went up in the recent weeks  to reach 
YR 9,000 (USD 44) for 50 kg leaping 
80 percent compared to YR 7,200 (USD 
35) for the same quantity.  

The Yemen Times surveyed some 
markets in Sana’a to Identify the reasons 
behind the price hike of the sugar.

Most retailers and wholesalers in 
Sana’a think that importers and dealers 
are the persons who caused the surprised 
price hike.

“ The price hike of sugar to YR 9,000 
basically goes back to importers and 
dealers of international companies who 
monopolize  this important commodity,”  
Said Ahmed Al-Weshali, wholesaler in 
Sana’a.

Hamoud Al-Hobaishi, a retailer in 
Sana’a agreed with Al-Weshali in accus-
ing importers and dealers in monopoliz-
ing this commodity that leads to price 
hike.

“I used to sell one kilo gram of sugar 
with YR 150 (0.73 cent) and now I sell it 
with YR 200 around (USD),” he said.

Some owners of supermarkets in 
Sana’a also think that the price hike of 

sugar from time to time is because no 
unified price policy in the country.

 Low income Families became in fight 
to obtain this main commodity as the 
price hike added a new burden on their 
shoulders.

“The sugar price has increased to be a 
burden and now we can’t buy it,” Saleh 
Ahmed said, who is the breadwinner of 
a family. 

“ The state is absent in consumer pro-
tection and there is no control over  pric-
es in the market,” said Mohsen Mauda, 
an employee in the public sector.

Retailers and wholesalers became in a 
problem with their  customers due to the 
price hike.

“The price hike of sugar to this level 
created problems for us with our custom-
ers  and when we ask importers  about 
the reasons behind the hike, they never 
reply us,” said Mohammed Al-Mikhlafy, 
wholesaler in Taiz street.

The surprise hike of sugar price also 
affected the business of cafeterias in 
Sana’a.

“Of course the price hike of sugar 
causes loss to us,” said Mohammed Al-
Hashidi, an owner of a cafeteria.

“ Our customers do not convince when 

we increase the price of juice due to the 
price hike of sugar,” he explained.

“There is no much profit after the one 
kilogram of sugar is sold with YR 250 
and we might close the cafeteria,” he 
added.

Wholesalers think that there are no 
clear justifications for the price hike of 
sugar and it will just worsen the lives of 
poor families who already live in diffi-
cult situations.

“The current price hike of sugar does 
not have any justification, but the min-
istry of industry and trade is not doing 
its task in monitoring the prices in mar-
kets,” said Naqeeb Al-Hilaly.

The Yemen Times contacted the Of-
fice of the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade in Sana’a to know the reasons be-
hind the price hike of sugar and the role 
of the ministry in alleviating it, but no 
one replied.

For his part, the Studies and Economic 
Media Center in a press release warned 
of manipulation of sugar price indicating 
that prices in Yemeni markets are more 
than markets in Gulf States to around 
ten percent calling on the Ministry of In-
dustry and Trade to do its roles in prices 
inspection.

Sugar price goes up by 80 percent

Abdul Aziz Al- Makaleh wins Al-Oais Foundation Award

Entrepreneurship way
for youth’s economic empowerment

By: Shatha Al-Harazi
For the Yemen Times

SANA’A, JAN. 5 — Asama’a Ahmad is 
a girl who cut short the long journey of 
waiting for a job by establishing her own 
project, a cafeteria in a private university. 
Asma’a, a graduate student at the Faculty 
of Commerce, said that she saw her sister 
waiting for a long time to get public work, 
so she decided to use her savings, bor-
rowed money and established a cafeteria 
with her friends. 

“I had many difficulties in the begin-
ning; however, I managed to cover all my 
debts. Now, I can earn a living until I get 
a job. I even can expand the project and 
establish new ones,” she said.

Unemployment is a problem that enlarg-
es poverty and minimizes development. It 
has increased by 60 percent and may con-
tinue to do so due to the large number of 
universities graduates. Many civil society 
organizations and governmental authori-
ties have adopted a strategy to support 
these projects as a real step toward lower-
ing unemployment and raising employees’ 
income.

The Islamic, Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (ISESCO) has fully 
accomplished its duty by adopting a proj-
ect for qualifying youth in technical and 
vocational and special skills. This project 

aims at finding job opportunities for youth 
to enable them to be effective in the so-
ciety. The organization has qualified 40 
youth of both sexes who were nominated 
by Ministry of Civil Service.

Questions are raised by some about the 
reason why authorities in charge adopt 
creating jobs opportunity projects through 
assigning this task to a specific authority 
which qualify a group of youth and devel-
op their skills in administration, marketing 
and the vocation fields.

Hameed Maharesh, an accountancy 
bachelor degree holder, spent three years 
waiting for a job. He said “Three years is 
the period of time I have been waiting for 
a job. When I felt depressed of getting a 
job, I tried a private sector corporation, 
however they asked for a three years ex-
perience which is something I do not have. 
I felt, I am one of those who increase the 
number of unemployment.” Adding “I just 
have one question, how on earth can we 
find a job if they keep on demanding this 
“experience” which is something cannot 
be attained except by having a job. Unfor-
tunately no one can get a job unless he has 
a go-between.” 

“Being one of the participants of the 
training course, I felt there is a hope” Ma-
haresh commented. He added that he can 
now establish his project to design accoun-
tancy programs for the newly established 

organizations in addition to offering con-
sults, but still he is looking for a sponsor-
ing organization. 

Abeer Al-Hamadani is one of the partic-
ipants who has many diplomas in comput-
er literacy, felt she can establish her own 
project with some of her training course 
mates. “I had been waiting for a job use-
lessly. In the end I found out that establish-
ing my own project is the best way to find 
a job. My mates and I started working on 
our project and a sponsor for it.” She said.  

Rashed Al-Mawiri, another participant, 
said that he is waiting for a job since 2003. 
“I just realized that public work cannot be 
attained. We must save ourselves from the 
unemployment.” He added,“ We must be 
constructive and establish our own proj-
ects. Organization have to inform youth of 
the importance of the small projects.”

The General Secretary of ISESCO, Ah-
mad Al-Ma’amari said that the unemploy-
ment occur among youth between (15-25). 
The educational corporations graduated 
do not get jobs easily especially university 
thousands of graduates. 

According to him, some countries have 
reviewed their educational and train-
ing systems so that youth find interesting 
fields to develop their capacities and to di-
rect them to establish their private projects 
as an alternative. “I think this is what we 
should do, he commented.

Children of Yemen need protection

With half of the Yemeni population under fifteen years old, children and 

youth become the most vulnerable groups to economic downturns and social 
instability. Over forty percent of Yemenis live below the food poverty line, half 

of those are children. 
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US$25 Million Grant from the 
World Bank to Combat Schistoso-

miasis in Yemen
The Minister of Public Health and 
Population, Dr. Abdulkareem Rasae, 
the Governor of Hajah, Mr. Fareed 
Mujawer, the WHO Regional Direc-
tor Dr. Hussein Al-Gazaery and the 
World Bank Country Manger, Mr. 
Benson Ateng launched December 
27, 2009 the Schistosomiasis Control 
Campaign in Hajah governorate. The 
campaign, which will be conducted 
between 27-30 of December in three 
pilot governorates; Sana’a, Hajah 
and Dhamar and targeting more than 
800.000 people, is organized by the 
Ministry of Public Health and imple-
mented by the World Bank-funded 

Schistosomiasis Project, in partner-
ship with WHO

During the launching of the cam-
paign, Mr. Ateng thanked the Health 
Minister for his outstanding leader-
ship in guiding the preparation of the 
Schistosomiasis Project along with 
the Ministry key staff and Project 
team for their distinguished efforts 
and commitment while preparing this 
vital project. 

In addition, Mr. Ateng has extended 
appreciation to the support provided 
by some partners agencies such as 
the WHO represented by Dr. Hussein 
Al-Gazaery, the Regional Director 
of WHO EMRO, Dr. Gholam Popal, 
WHO Representative for Yemen and 
the Schistosomiasis Control Initiative 

team who provided technical support 
to the project.

“This project represents an excel-
lent opportunity for Yemen to control 
the morbidity due to Schistosomiasis 
and decrease the number of people 
affected by the disease and hope-
fully would lead to the disappear-
ance of Schistosomiasis as a public 
health problem in Yemen.  We hope 
that the Bank’s financial support for 
the Schistosomiasis Control Project, 
amounting to US$25   million, will 
support the nation-wide implemen-
tation of campaigns and ensure the 
availability of drugs to protect indi-
viduals from the risk of developing 
Schistosomiasis.” Said Mr. Ateng.

From his part, Dr. Rasae praised 

the World Bank support provided to 
health sector in Yemen in general and 
said “Unlike previous campaigns, 
this pilot campaign, which is the first 
activity organized by the Schistoso-
miasis project funded by the World 
Bank, will cover schools and health 
centres in three governorates using 
micro-planning methodology to reach 
remote areas students and children 
between 6-18 years old.” He added 
that next campaigns would provide 
treatment and protection against 
Schistosomiasis to all community 
members of the target areas. 

Dr. Abdul-Hakim AlKohlany, the 
General Director of Disease Con-
trol and Surveillance in the Public 
Health & Population Ministry stated 
that the pilot campaign comes within 
the Ministry new strategy to eradi-
cate Schistosomiasis through mass 
community treatment for individuals 
above 6 years old. 

The WHO speech was delivered by 
the regional director, Dr. Al-Gazaery 
who referred to the role of WHO in  
eradicating serious diseases in Yemen 
like smallpox and plague and stressed 
on the need for more cooperation be-
tween all partners, community and 
individuals to fight Schistosomiasis. 
“Fighting this serious disease is the 
responsibility of all and community 
participation is key to implement the 
campaigns and there would be eco-
nomic values and interests that Ye-
men may gain if is this disease put to 
an end.” Dr. Al-Gazaery stated.

It is worth mentioning that the 
Schistosomiasis project is one of a 
number of projects the World  Bank 
is supporting in the health sector in 
Yemen.  “Currently, the Bank is sup-
porting the implementation of the 
Safe Motherhood Project, amounting 
to USD6.0 million. Another project 
under preparation, Health and Popu-
lation Project, amounting to USD28 
million, is expected to contribute to 
the acceleration of the achievement 
of Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG) 4 & 5 that is, reduction in 
childhood mortality and improve-
ment of maternal health, respective-
ly.” The World Bank Country Man-
ager concluded.

Fully-Funded International 
Research Scholarships (FIRS), 

University of Leeds, UK 
The University of Leeds is pleased 

to offer at least nine Fully-Funded 
International Research Scholarships 
(FIRS), which are available for high 
quality international students who 
will be commencing PhD research 
study from Session 2010/11 for study 
in any Faculty at the University.   The 
Scholarships may be held for up to 
three years, subject to satisfactory 
academic progress.  The Scholarships 
will provide full international fees 
together with a maintenance grant of 
£13,490 1 for Session 2010/11. 

  
Eligibility Criteria – Applicants 
must: 
· have applied for an academic 

place for PhD research study at 
the University of Leeds and be in 
receipt of a University BANNER 
ID Number; 

·    normally be liable to pay academ-
ic fees at the full international fee 
rate; 

·   hold a First Degree at undergradu-
ate level equivalent to at least a 
UK First Class Honours degree 
(applications should either have 
graduated with the appropriate 
First Degree or be in their final 
year of study. 

·         meet the University’s English 
Language requirements.  Some 
Schools require a standard of 
English higher than the Univer-
sity minimum; 

·   be commencing PhD research 
study for the first time in Session 
2010/11; 

·    not already hold a doctorate or 
equivalent qualification; 

·      not hold another Scholarship; 
  

Application Process: 
Application forms, regulations and 
guidance notes for completion of ap-
plications are available from the web 
address: http://www.leeds.ac.uk/rds/
postgraduate_scholarships/firs-info.
doc   

Application forms are also avail-
able by email request (pg_scholar-
ships@leeds.ac.uk ). 

Completed application forms 
should be returned to the Postgradu-
ate Scholarships Office or by email to 
pg_scholarships@leeds.ac.uk  by 29 
January 2010. 
Postgraduate Scholarships Office 
Marjorie & Arnold Ziff Building 
University of Leeds 
Leeds 
LS2 9JT, UK 

Tel: +44 113 3434007 
Email:
pg_scholarships@leeds.ac.uk 
http://scholarships.leeds.ac.uk 

“Youth for Change” Program - 
Phase II

Apply for Mini-Grants Now!
Global Youth Culture and Participa-
tion

Inspiring, Informing and Involving 
Arab Youth as Agents of Change

TakingITGlobal is pleased to an-
nounce the launching of phase II of 
“Youth for Change” which focuses 
on the theme: Global Youth Culture 
and Participation and aims to encour-
age cross-cultural dialogue and sup-
port youth-led development initia-
tives. The program is implemented 
in partnership with Bibliotheca Alex-
andrina and other local organizations 
from Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syr-
ia, Tunisia and Yemen.

 Join now to find out more about 
the program activities and most im-
portantly apply for mini-grants of 
$1000 US as well as scholarships 
to attend the 5th Arab Youth forum 
in Alexandria, and the World Youth 
Congress in Turkey!

The deadline for sending your proj-
ect application is 17 January 2010. 
Don’t miss it!

http://www.yfc.tigweb.org/
 
Note:
• Join us on 9th January 2010 On-

line (at 4.00 pm GMT) for a ses-
sion on Proposal Writing to re-
ceive support and tips to prepare 
your application! If you are in-
terested in joining register here: 
http://events.tigweb.org/25757

• Join us on 13th January 2010 in 
Egypt at (Al Shaer House) (at 
5.00 pm CLT) for a session on 
Proposal Writing to receive sup-
port and tips to prepare your ap-
plication! If you are interested 
in joining register here: http://
events.tigweb.org/25757

For any further information
Youth For Change 
Tala Nabulsi
Program Manager
Email: yfc@takingitglobal.org 
http://yfc.tigweb.org/

In Brief

Their News

SANA’A
Yemeni wing in Dubai Global Vil-
lage inaugurated
Yemeni wing in Dubai Global Vil-
lage which organized by Apollo 
International Exhibitions was offi-
cially inaugurated on Sunday.

During the inauguration, Under-
secretary of the capital Sana’a for 
Financial and Administrative Af-
fairs Mohammed al-Amri and Com-
mercial advisor at the Yemeni Em-
bassy in UAE Jamal al-Qawsi were 
briefed on the contents showing in 
the wing.

Al-Amri hailed the distinctive or-
ganization and presentation of the 
Yemeni product in this international 
tourism event which reflects the va-
riety of Yemeni product.

He also called the concerned au-
thorities in Tourism Ministry to play 
a big and active role in the Yemeni 
wing.

British embassy to be reopened 
soon: UK ambassador says
British ambassador to Yemen Tim 
Torlot said on Monday that the Brit-
ish embassy is to be reopened soon.

In an interview with Saba, Torlot 
said that closure of the UK embassy 
is a precautionary measure imposed 
by temporary security consider-
ations and.

He affirmed that the preparations 
for holding the UK-called interna-
tional conference are underway, 
adding that the conference to be 
held in January 28 in London aims 
to assist Yemen to encounter its 
challenges, topped by the terrorism 
and al-Qaeda.

He made reference to the confer-
ence’s agenda, saying that it con-
tains four goals focusing on mo-

bilizing support to help Yemen in 
areas of development, economy, 
policy and security.

The UK diplomat denied reports 
said that the conference agenda will 
only concentrate on the security and 
military challenges Yemen faces.

The coming conference will be 
equivalent to the London Donor 
Conference held in London on 2006 
November, adding that it all the 
countries taken part in the inter-
national conference on supporting 
Afghanistan will participate in the 
conference, Torlot said.

Syrian Culture Center launches 
2010 program 
The Syrian Cultural Center in 
Sana’a launched Sunday its activi-
ties program for the year 2010. 

The program contains a number 
of activities such as cultural, sci-
entific and intellectual events to be 
carried out by the center every Sun-
day nights. 

Moreover, the center will hold ar-
tistic and plastic art shows, sympo-
siums and poetic evenings. 

Study calls for investigations on 
ties of some refugees with terror 
groups
An official study over condition of 
refugees in Yemen has called for 
investigations on ties of some refu-
gees with terror groups, al-motamar.
net reported on Sunday.

The study of Center of Immigra-
tion Studies and Refugees at Sana’a 
University affirmed importance of 
doing such investigations to pre-
serve security and stability of the 
country and refugees as well.

It criticized role of authorities in 
registering refugees, saying that au-

thorities have inactive role in pro-
cess of registering refugees as they 
only register who come to them.

The study - was prepared by the 
head of the center Ali al-Awaj- 
showed that there is no a plan for 
following refugees, saying that pro-
cess of registration for refugees was 
started by the authorities in 2008 af-
ter an agreement with the UNHCR.

On the other hand, the Immigra-
tion and Passport Authority in Ye-
men said that police have faced 
difficulties to identify suspected el-
ements among Somalia refugees in 
different regions of Yemen.

The authority called for a clear 
national policy to deal with the file 
of refugees by adopting laws which 
organize tasks of bodies related with 
refugees affairs.

France confirms support for Ye-
meni 
Japanese football team arrives 
Japanese Football national team ar-
rived in Sana’a to play a 2011 Asian 
Cup qualifier as scheduled in Sana’a 
next Wednesday 

There were media reports doubted 
about arrival of the Japanese team 
to Yemen because security reasons.

The Japan is presently in first 
place with nine points.

Japan and Yemen are in the group 
(A), which includes Bahrain and 
Hong Kong.

Japanese football team arrives 
Japanese Football national team ar-
rived in Sana’a to play a 2011 Asian 
Cup qualifier as scheduled in Sana’a 
next Wednesday 

There were media reports doubted 
about arrival of the Japanese team 
to Yemen because security reasons.

The Japan is presently in first 
place with nine points.

Japan and Yemen are in the group 
(A), which includes Bahrain and 
Hong Kong.

ADEN
LLC exports first shipment in 
2010 from AFZ
International Lube LLC exported on 
Sunday its first shipment of car oil 
produced from its factory in Aden 
Free Zone (AFZ) to a number of 
Asian and African countries.

The exported shipment was 50 oil 
containers containing 10,000 metric 
tons of car oil produced from Ye-
meni raw oil.

In the inauguration ceremony held 
in the company’s factory in Aden, 
Aden deputy governor Ahmed al-
Dhilei welcomed Arab and foreign 
capitals to invest in Aden.

He also hoped to establish big 
projects in AFZ in order to contrib-
ute in developing the national econ-
omy and the absorption of Yemeni 
labor, affirming Aden local author-
ity’s readiness to provide all the 
need support and facilitations for 
implementing such projects.

Chairman of AFZ Abdul Jalil Al-
Shuaibi affirmed that Aden would 
witness during the coming period 
more activities at the investment 
level which would contribute in ac-
tivating the economic and develop-
mental movement in Aden city.

In return, the LLC General Man-
ager valued the support of the AFZ 
leadership in implementing this 
project, which started its activities 
in mid of May of 2009.

The factory created jobs for 100 
Yemeni qualified workers beside 90 

foreign ones.
It is worth to mention that Interna-
tional Lube LLC was established in 
Aden in the year 2008. 

Policemen killed, hurt as unau-
thorized Aden rally thwarted 
A soldier was killed and three others 
were injured when al-Qaeda-linked 
southern movement rioters ex-
changed fire with police in Yemen’s 
commercial capital of Aden on 
Monday, almotamar.net reported. 

Anti-riot troops broke up an un-
authorized rally that was held in 
solidarity with the suspended-news-
paper of al-Ayyam and attended by 
fans of the movement, the mouth-
piece of the Ruling Party added. 

Citing local sources, it also said 
that the rioters of the movement 
randomly fired bullets and then the 
casualties took place. 

A hunt was launched for the per-
petrators. The paper was suspended 
along with other 8 publications last 
year in connection with anti-unity 
rhetoric. 

TAIZ
Over 200 European tourists visit 
Taiz
A tourist group of more than 200 
Europeans has visited some tourist 
landmarks in the historical city of 
Taiz, south Yemen.

The European tourists visited the 
historical Cairo Castle and a num-
ber of the ancient landmarks in the 
old city of Taiz.

The tourists expressed great admi-
ration of Islamic arabesque and pat-
terns of the old mosque of Ashrafieh 
that being restored by specialists.

Tourist sources said to Saba that a 

group of 150 Japanese tourists had 
tripped to the landmarks, bazaars 
and historical sites of Taiz.

HODIDAH
Drugs smuggling gang arrested 
Security authorities in Beit al-Faqih 
district in Hodeidah governorate ar-
rested on Saturday a drugs and al-
cohol smuggling gang, NewsYemen 
reported on Monday. 

The security authorities in Beit al-
Faqih province have been informed 
of the arrival of a truck of smugglers 
laden with drugs and alcohol. 

There was a heavy exchange of 
fire on both sides causing 3 smug-
glers injured, one of them is seri-
ously injured . Investigation is still 
ongoing.

Yemen, China discuss Hodeidah 
investment potentials
Governor of Hodeidah Ahmed al-
Jabali held talks here on Tuesday 
with the Chinese ambassador to Ye-
men Liu Denglin on the investment 
opportunities of Hodeidah gover-
norate in different sectors.

Al-Jabali reviewed the invest-
ments potentials in the governorate, 
particularity in the fishery, agricul-
ture and industry terms, haling the 
Yemeni-Chinese cooperation ties.

For his part, the Chinese official 
said that his visit to Hodeidah aims 
to get acquainted with availability 
of the investment infrastructure in 
the governorate and the projects that 
could be carried out.

He said that he would submit an 
inclusive report to the Chinese gov-
ernment on the means of enhancing 
the economic cooperation between 
the two countries.

Within the fighting AIDS program, 
Islah Charitable Association con-
ducted for hotels employees on 
Monday a training course about the 
contagion of AIDS. The course is 
conducted for hotels employees in 
areas in the Capital Secretariat such 
as Al-Safia, Wadi Ahmad and Dares.  

The program is conducted in co-
operation with the Social Marketing 
Project for Parity Health Care. The 
Social Marketing Project program 
is adopted in seven governorates, 
the Capital Secretariat, Aden, Lahj, 
Al- Hodeida, Hadramout, Taiz and 
Sa’ada. 

Under the logo of “Chastity  and 
knowing are the ways of precau-
tion”, Yahya Al-Daba, the General 
Manager of Training, delivered a 
word through which he emphasized 
the importance of collaboration be-
tween the Islah Charitable Associa-
tion and other social leaders to work 
on facing this dangerous disease by 
conducting campaigns to fight and 
suggest ways of precautions. 

Al-Daba pointed out to the signifi-
cant role 14 thousand volunteers are 
playing in getting the efforts of the 
association to be a success. He also 
said that the association has stepped 
from the statues of being only a char-
itable field to be a developing field. 

For his part, Saeed Al-Kamel, the 
Chairman of the Health Sector in the 
Association mentioned that AIDS 

cases  reached the number 2723 by 
the end of 2008.

“Some communities neglected 
this disease till it became spread in 
more than half of the population,”  
Al-Kamel said. 

He added that since the first AIDS 
case was deducted in Yemen, Islah 
Charitable Association decided to be 
a part of the strategic plan of fight-
ing against this catastrophe in which 
the plan went through many stages 
starting from deducting AIDS, going 
through the awareness campaigns 
and ending with offering the treat-
ment. 

Within the same context, Basheer 
Al-Fadhley, the Head of AIDS 
Fighting Program at Islah Chari-
table Association, pointed out that 

the Association aims at establishing 
awareness campaigns with the help 
of orators, hotels employees and me-
dia people in addition to barbers. The 
campaigns aim at educating people 
about this disease and wiping out 
the stigma surrounding peoples who 
were affected not to mention the pro-
moting for medical centers which 
provide free consults. 

 Al-Fadhley explained that vol-
unteers of both sex had an 11-day 
course. The three areas in the Capital 
Secretariat, Al-Safia, Wadi Ahmad 
and Dares were deliberately picked 
to witness the campaign due to their 
rural nature in which orators, ho-
tels employees, media people and 
barbers were the main target of the 
campaign.

Islah Charitable Association conducts illustration training 
courses about AIDS
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MTN Yemen announces a discount on 
international calls during January 2010. 
The price of any international country per 
minute will be 99 Yemeni Riyals only. MTN-
Yemen has also launched the international 
roaming service for prepaid cards at the 
same tariff of billing system customers. 

Now MTN customers can recharge their 
credit through using local prepaid cards 
while travelling in Syria, Sudan, Iran, Cyprus and Afghanistan.
Media	 Officer	 of	 MTN-Yemen	 Tawfeeq	 Al-Nadheef	 confirmed	 that	 the	 company	 

aspires	 to	 always	 provide	 added	 value	 services	 to	 its	 subscribers	 through	 quality	 

delivery of services and customer relations. He said this during the awarding 
ceremony for the eighth winner of the Football World Cup Championship due to 
take	 place	 this	 year	 in	 South	 Africa	 for	 the	 first	 time	 in	 the	 African	 continent.

MTN-International is main sponsor for the World Cup and MTN-Yemen has been 
awarding lucking winners a complete package to travel to South Africa and attend 
the	 championship.	 Other	 winners	 received	 seven	 Sony	 Bravia	 flat	 TV	 monitors	 and	 

many other in-kind gifts.
The lucky eighth winner who gets to travel to SA is Abdullah Mohammed Hamoud 

Sinan Al-Ozaib from the capital city. Al-Ozaib was thrilled that he won the draw 
and is very appreciative at the chance.

MTN Discount on international 
calls during January

Republic of Yemen
Water and Environment Ministry
Sana’a Water and Sanitation Local Corporation 
Sana’a Sanitation Project Implementation Unit

Expression if Interest for Consultancy Services for Training Program
Stage I : Technical Training (Inside and outside The Republic of Yemen)

Stage II: Financial and Administrative Training (Inside and out side The Republic of Yemen)

1. The republic of Yemen has received a fund form Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development towards the cost of 
Sana’a Sanitation Project, Sana’a Water and Sanitation Local Corporation (SWSLC) intends to apply a portion of the 
funds to eligible payments under the Financial, Administrative and Technical Training Program for the SWSLC staff. The 
training program shall include:

 Stage I : Technical Training (Inside and outside The Republic of Yemen)
 Stage II: Financial and Administrative Training (Inside and outside the Republic of Yemen)
2. The Ministry of Water and Environment and Sana’a Water and Sanitation Local Corporation (Project Implementation 

Unit) invites eligible International Universities and Consultants to indicate their interest in providing the services. 
Interested	
�    universities	
�    and	
�    consultants	
�    must	
�    provide	
�    information	
�    indicating	
�    that	
�    they	
�    are	
�    qualified	
�    to	
�    perform	
�    the	
�    services	
�    
(brochures,	
�    description	
�    of	
�    similar	
�    assignments,	
�    availability	
�    of	
�    appropriate	
�    skills	
�    among	
�    staff,	
�    etc.).	
�    ِAِssociated	
�    University	
�    
and Consultant with Local or Arabian consultants are preferable.

Scope of training includes but not limited to the following:

Number of 

Trainees 

inside of Ye-

men

Number of  

Trainees outside 

of Yemen

Total Training

Duration
Scope of Training

Technical Training

120 Trainee 166 Trainee 24 Months 1) Design, Execution /Implementation and operation and 
maintenance of wastewater collection, disposal and treatment 
facilities (Sewers, pumping station and treatment plants). 
2)  Design, Execution /Implementation and operation and 
maintenance of water supply networks, pumping stations and 
ground water wells. 
3) Drilling, testing and commissioning of ground water wells. 

Financial and Administrative Training

 150 Trainee 12 Trainee 15 Months Administration by aims, planning and strategic planning, 
information	
�    and	
�    finance	
�    management	
�    and	
�    analysis	
�    and	
�    decisio	
�    
making.

3. Universities and Consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures and guidelines set out in Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Fund and Regulations of the Republic of Yemen (www.htb.gov.ye)

4. Further information may be obtained during working hours from the Sana’a Water and Sanitation Local Corporation at 
the address below.

5. Two copies of the Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below not after maximum thirty (30) days after 
the date of advertisement.

 Sana’a Water and Sanitation Local Corporation

 Head of Sana’a Sanitation Project Implementation Unit

 Al Hasaba – Near the Ministry of public Health and population

 Tel. 01 237644     

 Fax. 01 237645

6. The Documents shall contain all the above mentioned documents or at least:
 a. Organization History and Experience
 b. Curriculum Vitas for the proposed staff including Administration staff and Head of organization
	
�     c.	
�    Institutions	
�    and	
�    clients	
�    who	
�    have	
�    benefited	
�    from	
�    the	
�    organization	
�    services	
�    and	
�    kind	
�    of	
�    services	
�    provided
 d. Associated consulates and organization including their experience 
 e. Information about the objectives and the message provided by the organization, Ownership, organizational structure, 

financial	
�    situation,	
�    expertise	
�    and	
�    record	
�    of	
�    the	
�    implementation	
�    of	
�    previous	
�    training	
�    programs	
�    and	
�    services	
�    and	
�    previous	
�    
other similar services

	
�     f.	
�    Consultants	
�    may	
�    associate	
�    to	
�    enhance	
�    their	
�    qualifications.
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By: Mahmoud Assamiee

Local and international civil 
society organizations car-
ried out four studies to in-
vestigate the performance 
of four leading control 

bodies,  Parliament, Supreme Judiciary 
Council (SJC),  the Supreme National 
Authority for Combating Corruption 
(SNACC) and Central  Organization 
for Control and Audit(COCA).

A workshop organized last Sunday 
by Studies and Economic Media Cen-
ter in collaboration with the United 
National Development Program, dis-
cussed the four studies on the perfor-
mance of the four above institutions 
and their commitment to transparency.

The Supreme Judiciary Council 

(SJC)

The study made on the judiciary coun-
cil revealed many faults in the perfor-
mance of the council and states that the 
council is not completely independent 
and hence cannot perform its duties 
as required, there is confusion  and 
overlapping between the powers of the 
Minister of Justice and the judiciary 
council, as the minister interferes in 
the SJC’s work,the work of the judi-
ciary council is not organized and that 
the judges do not issue strict verdicts 
on judges who violate their duties. The 
study further states that sometimes 
judges in the council hide violations.

Lawyer Abdurrahman Barman who 
conducted the study illustrated the un-
limited powers of individuals working 
in the council by citing an incident 
when the security in the council forced 
a group of journalists out, without such 
orders being given by the concerned 
judges.

Concerning transparency, the study 
found that the SJC lacks enough me-
dia outlet, and its only website is 

not updated since two months. The 
study criticized the council for hold-
ing closed hearings, issuing verdicts 
in closed halls, which is against the 
principles of transparency. The study 
accused the SJC of hiding public infor-
mation, only giving the news to Yemen 
News Agency (Saba) and neglecting 
other national media. Acording to the 
study, the website itself takes its news 
from Saba, which is worse. The study 
also revealed inadequacy and absence 
of qualified media personnel.

Judge Abdul-Ghani Al-Ghorafi, the 
director of Judges Affairs in the SJC 
refused to accept the findings of the 
study.

The Supreme National Authority for 

Combating Corruption (SNACC)

The study on the SNACC, which was 
presented by Professor Mohammad al-
Aqari, Media Professor- Sana’a Uni-
versity, confirmed overlaps in some 
law texts and inconsistency regarding 
- enhancing transparency and partner-
ship with media outlets. The study 
mentioned that  the local media failed 
to convey simple basic information  of 
the financial disclosure.

The study also revealed weakness in 
media sector performance and lack of 
enough and qualified personnel. 

Accused the authority of not adher-
ing to its internal by-laws in organiz-
ing the work of the body, the study 
showed that the power of SNACC is 
limited only on minor posts and it has 
no power to hold those who are in the 
post of deputy minister and above, ac-
countable or put them on trail and de-
manded activating data-bases in the 
media sector and making information 
on the authorities accessible to the pub-
lic as well as publicly announcing cor-
ruption cases. 

The study, however, gave credit to 
the SNACC in successfully following 

up the corruption cases of nuclear en-
ergy and oil pollution in Balhaf  Port, 
in Yemen but pointed out that, in case 
of the latter, although the authority 
had brought the company responsible 
for the pollution to court, there is still 
a possibility of the company escap-
ing trial. The study acknowledged 
SNACC’s publishing names of 3097 
officials who did not submit financial 
disclosures.

In his response to the findings of the 
study, Head of SNACC’s Media Sector 
Yasin Abdu Saeed, said that the author-
ity  has by-laws organizing its work 
and that the sector is following up daily 
what is published in media outlets. He 
said that the authority has referred 13 
corruption cases to the court but there 
have been no trials for them till now. 
Accusing Yemeni media and journal-
ists of not doing their work honestly, 
he said “Newspapers write about some 
corrupt judges as honest. Journalism 
has overstepped all bounds in criti-
cizing government. There is a lack of 
investigative journalism in the country 
and 90 percent of the journalist work 
is opinion.” 

The parliament 

According to the study on the parlia-
ment, which was done by Journalism 
Associate Professor in the University 
of Science and Technology and the 
journalist Khaled al-Alwani, despite 
the efforts to ensure flow of informa-
tion to the public and improvement in 
the mechanism of documentation and 
dissemination, to guarantee maximum 
availability of information to the pub-
lic, the parliament is still  far away from 
realizing the transparency principle.

The study revealed that journalists 
or citizen are  not allowed to enter 
the  Yemeni parliament, though many 
parliaments in different countries are 
encouraging the citizens to attend the 

parliament sessions. 
The study brought into light the dis-

crepancy between law texts and the 
practices followed inside the parlia-
ment, such as banning journalists from 
carrying their equipment inside the 
parliament and the absence of live cov-
erage of parliamentary secessions. 

The study recommended allowing 
live coverage of the parliamentary se-
cessions, announcing about the techni-
cal committees, giving access to public 
and media to information and sensitiz-
ing the members of the parliament on 
transparency.

The MP Zaid Al-Shami said that the 
prevailing culture of the society is the 
reason behind the absence of transpar-
ency in addition to non-transparent 
practices on parts of some officials 

under the name to preserving the coun-
tries interests. 

The Central Organization for Con-

trol and Audit (COCA) 

The study made by the journalist Ra-
shad Al-Shara’abi on the Central Orga-
nization for Control and Audit, found 
that there no improvement in enacting  
laws, particularly in field of transparen-
cy and information and a lack of aware-
ness on the importance of availability 
and accessibility of information to the 
public. The study indicated that the or-
ganization is like any other public insti-
tution, when it comes to bureaucracy. 

The study, showed that the employ-
ees of COCA, in leading and medium 
posts, were afraid of giving any infor-
mation, indicated an absence of news 

on the organization in media and attrib-
uted this to absence of links between 
the organization and media. 

The study recommended issuing a 
law on transparency, constitutional 
amendments to enhance the indepen-
dency  to make the organization inde-
pendent from the executive authority, 
and sensitization on the importance of 
applying transparency principles.

Responding on the study, COCA’s 
Deputy Yahya Zuhra said the study was 
not complete and that the organization 
has regulations to control and guide its 
work, as well as for information dis-
semination. He added that every coun-
try has its unique ways of dealing with 
transparency and boundaries regarding 
which information can be shared and 
which to withhold.

Civil Society Organizations investigate

institutions’ commitment to transparency 

The Women Journalists without Chains, Yemeni Teachers’ Syndicate and professors from Sana’a university in the 

freedom square  in September 2009 in a protest against corruption.

Y
T 

ph
ot

o 
by

 A
li 

S
ae

ed



By: E. Derek Butler

The latest attempt – bungled 
as it may be – on a US air-
liner on Christmas Day has 
concentrated international 
attention on new risks in the 

modern era of international terrorism. 
That attempt has also turned the spotlight 
to Yemen as a new source of instability 
and radicalism, fostered and sponsored by 
Al-Qaeda and its affiliates.

Yemen is several things, all at once. A 
place of mystery and charm, with moun-
tain top Shangri-la-like villages and a 
warm and generous people: the New-
foundland of the Middle East, I used to 
call it.  

It is a place full of history, with exten-
sive ties to the incense trades supplying 
various religious rites: frankincense and 
myrrh (and perhaps even the gold) had 
their origins in Yemen and neighboring 
regions.

 In its more recent history, Yemen was 
North and South, the former a typical au-
thoritarian oligarchy ruled by Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh; the latter the world’s sole Arab 
Marxist state, a failure in every sense of 
the word apart from, well, failure.  

The end of client status given the de-
cline of the Soviet Union was part motiva-
tion for the south to consider joining the 
north. The north no doubt had its eyes on 
oil fields in western ‘South Yemen.’ 

After various starts and stops, out of 
necessity as much as anything, unity be-
tween the two countries was achieved 
in May 1990. The new unified Yemen
committed to a democratic regime form: 
regular elections, a separate parliament, a 
free press. It was arguably before its time 
for the region, a rough neighborhood on a 
good day. It had a card to play for interna-
tional attention that few others in the Arab 
world did. 

 In one of those historical twists of fate 
that the new Yemen could well have done 
without, South Yemen had been elected 
to the UN Security Council just 5 months 
prior to the new Yemen coming into effect.  
That seat was then converted to the new 
unified Republic of Yemen - the only Arab
country on the UN Security Council. 

Sadly, the new regime found itself on 
the wrong side of the international coali-
tion in the first Gulf War – which included
most regional players and most notably 
Saudi Arabia.  It abstained from various 
votes on Iraq and Kuwait imbroglio, and 
then against the actual war that pushed 
Iraq out of Kuwait. 

Saudi Arabia and its allies expelled 
Yemeni workers
The impact was economically devas-
tating. Given the number of Yemenis
working in the Kingdom combined with 
the levels of income outside versus in-
side Yemen, the country’s major source 
of earnings was in wages sent home 
(hints of Alberta-Newfoundland for 
some communities in the province, but 
magnified many times over). Upwards
of 850,000 workers were forced back to 
Yemen, a country that could hardly af-
ford the loss of income (add to that the 
cancellation of various international aid 
programs and cooperation). 

Yemen remained offside on Iraq for 
sometime – theories abound, and I have 
my own – and paid a high price for its 
foreign policy. 

 But its democracy was nascent, and 
that attracted renewed international at-
tention. While nascent democracy is not
a big step from authoritarian, it was of 
note. 

No international scholar in the field
might have predicted in 1989 that just 
a year later a poor, oligarchic-Marxist 
mix in the Arab world would undertake 
parliamentary elections and the like in 
short order. 

 But happen it did. After initial par-
liamentary elections in 1993 saw for-
mer Southern political elites demoted 
to third place, the country once again 
trod the path of turmoil: a secession at-
tempt from the south and brief civil war 
in 1994 - won by the North - gave the 
unification its footing, and the country
remains as one the present. 

New elections in early 1997 were 
boycotted by the former southern party, 
and the buy-in of the south re. unity re-
mained in question for some time. 

Saleh came to power in 1978, an ap-
parent interim candidate – two prede-
cessors had been assassinated within 7 
months of each other - to hold the office
while the powers behind the throne con-
nived and contrived to find a long-term
successor  who could pull of the high-
wire balancing act between the compet-
ing forces in the country. To the surprise 
of most, Saleh held on, and still rules 
the unified Yemen. But advancing the
region’s first Arab stab at multi-party
democracy is not Yemen’s only chal-
lenge at present. Rule of law is a gap
that needs attention, in sync with if not 
as a precursor to more success on the 
democracy front.  The country needs 
substantial economic and social devel-

opment at the same time. 
 While not a failed state, it borders on

it. And that is part of its – and our – col-
lective challenge. 

It matters to us all that Yemen is a 
security threat of the first order. Thou-
sands of Yemenis were in Afghanistan 
to push out the Soviets. They know and 
are inclined to a good fight.

Bin Laden hails from Yemen, his fam-
ily being from the Hadramout region 
which formed part of South Yemen, and 
which continues as a hotbed of religious 
foment and political agitation. 

When the US hit Afghanistan and
Sudan with missiles in August 1998 in 
retaliation for the Embassy bombings 
in Tanzania and Kenya, Yemeni train-
ing camps were also a much speculated 
target. They were passed over given the 
courting of the country by Washington.

 Yemen has now joined that club. 
Since late 2009 – shortly after the US 
President announced his Afghanistan 
surge – Al-Qaeda training camps and 
allies have been the target of US cruise 
missile strikes. Those camps existed in 
the late nineties, but received little pub-
lic attention. Now, prisoners freed from 
Guantanamo have made their way back
to Yemen, but they are small in number 
next to those already standing in line to 
fight the next jihad, or fly the friendly
skies with bomb-laden underwear. And 
that one was a modern ‘recruit.’ 

In a recent BBC interview, Yemen’s 
Foreign Minster Abubakr Al-Quirbi 
says Yemen is an Al-Qaeda training 
ground with fighters numbering in the
hundreds. The US in turn has doubled 
security aid of late, with Reuters re-
porting on New Year’s Day that num-
ber will reach $70 million. Much is at 
stake: strategic location considerations 
aside (straddling the shipping lanes of 
the Red Sea, long border with Saudi
Arabia, across the way from Somalia), 
Yemen has been a hotbed for some time. 
Its reach include Afghanistan (then and 
now), Iraq, and most recently Delta 
flights into Detroit.

Lovable rogues, and a great place to 
visit. But the issue of Yemen’s ongoing 
development, democracy and security 
concerns us all. 
_______________________

E. Derek Butler lived and worked in

Yemen for almost 3 years, managing

political development initiatives with

parliament and political parties. He is

a sessional lecturer in political science

at Memorial University in St. John’s.
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By now and since 9/11 (and 
even before that), It has 
been very obvious that the 
Yemeni Government -  in
spite of all the negative 

speculations and interpretations and po-
litical analysis/reporting (though some 
are/were very rational) on the serious-
ness of the political will, interrelated 
and integrated radical relations, its inner 
dynamics and  weak institutionalism, …
etc – become an alley and a partner with 
the US and the western hemispheres on 
what it has been known to be called “The 
War on Terror”.

Yemen relations, facilitations, coun-
tering and problems with Jihadists/
Radicalism/Terrorists/Al-Qaidah went
through a long compound complex pro-
cess from (for example) the early 1980s 
and the “Afghani Mujahedeen/ Jihad”
to the 1994 “Yemen Separatists War”
coming to the late 1990s-2009 USS Cole 
and US Embassy 2009 Attack passing 
through so many attacks and suicide 
bombings and kidnapping cases and 
ending with the Mysterious Drama of 
Al-Farooq Omer AbdulMutaleb -  that 
tourists, foreign diplomats, Yemeni ci-
vilians, and neighboring regional and in-
ternational countries were all caught and 
interacted with.

In the last decade or so, the Yemeni 
Government started to step up its mea-
sures, procedures and readiness depend-
ing on its local means and capabilities 
as well as some international aids; from 
security special forces training to mili-
tary and intelligence exchange and sup-
port passing through the establishment 
of new intelligence agency “Yemen 
National Security” – and ending with its
semi reform structuring and Navy Sup-
port Focus.

Moreover, and with the support and 
help from some international and region-
al agencies and programs, The Yemeni 
Fight Against terror has been attempt-
ing also to start to tackle the questions 
of poverty and socioeconomic develop-
ment; youth and economic aid with some 
new investments focus and strategies.

On the other hand, some international 
programs and agencies, and as part of 
its current new approaches or developed 
from its previous ones, started and con-
tinued with its own practical and field
direct tangible programs/projects, as 
well with other intangible sociopolitical 
and socioeconomic ones – as all kind of 
development definitions and approaches
from poverty reduction to agriculture 
to economic aid and Good Governance
can easily be interpreted and reshaped to 
fit and target and match and fall under
within the counterterrorism efforts and 
readings. 

Yet, terrorism activities attacks and 
involvements kept going on showing 
itself in different forms, strategies, and 
tactics. The Yemeni people and Yemen 
image were always the first to be harmed
and damaged more and more.

Called on the initiative of British 
prime minister Gordon Brown, Western
Governments have convened a top-level
meeting for this month to discuss strate-
gies to counter Yemen’s growing role as 
a recruitment base for terrorists, in the 
wake of last’s week failed attack on a 
US-bound airliner. Mr. Brown will host 
the talks in parallel with the conference 
on Afghanistan being held in London on 
January 28th. The Yemen summit has 
“strong support” from the US and Euro-
pean Union, and the UK hopes to secure 
the backing of Saudi Arabia and Gulf
states, Mr. Brown’s office stated.

“British and US security services be-
lieve Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab (23), 
the Nigerian who boarded a Christmas 

Day flight to Detroit with 80 grams of
explosive in his undergarments, was re-
cruited by Al-Qaeda in Yemen after leav-
ing the UK in 2008”. “Abdulmutallab
has told the FBI that he was radicalized 
and trained in Yemen, apparently in the 
last six months,” a UK insider stated last
week. The London talks are designed to 
raise global financial support for Yemen
and to improve co-ordination of anti-
terrorist efforts in the region, according 
to the British government. “The interna-
tional community must not deny Yemen 
the support it needs to tackle extrem-
ism,” Mr. Brown said.

Thus, The real challenges for such 
meeting(s) will be to really to attempt to 
examine and assess what has been going 
on the field; the dynamics of internation-
al and regional counterterrorism devel-
opment aid and its domestic government 
and civil counterparts’ approaches and 
responsiveness; what did work and what 
didn’t and what was missing. Will air-
strike and extensive use of military and 
security force be the answers? Or better 
targeted and specialized sociopolitical 
and socioeconomic development and 
mechanisms and approaches with more 
and new intelligence coordination/ef-
forts and programs that focus on Youth 
and socio-religious ideological debate 
and fight 9with transparent strong wide
Media wing and marketing) will be the 
best solutions for better tomorrow?

However, The Yemeni Government
and All the components of the Yemeni 
Civil Society from its Political parties 
to its CSOs/NGOs as well as its social
tribal communities, if possible and they 
could, will be the one who will decide 
and determine on the future of such frag-
ile state and failing country – especially 
on the light of the other two fronts that 
continue to threat its stability more and 
more; the Sa’adah Houthi Movement 
and the Southern Hirak/Disturbances.

By: Christopher Boucek

Yemen's problems are 
many, and some are al-
ready spreading beyond 
its borders. Security and 
stability are deteriorat-

ing. The population is growing rapidly. 
The economy is collapsing. There are 
few good options today; things will look 
worse tomorrow. Immediate and sus-
tained international attention is needed 
to at least lessen the impact of some 
problems. 

Yemen is a weak state with little his-
tory of central government control. The 
government's first priorities have been a
civil war in the north and a growing se-
cessionist movement in the south; lower 
on the list has been confronting al-Qae-
da, which is now resurgent. 

The government does not fully control 
all territory, nor does it have the author-
ity or capacity to adequately deliver so-

cial services in many rural areas. Organi-
zations inspired or directed by al-Qaeda 
have sought refuge in undergoverned 
spaces. 

Spending is not directed toward the 
root causes of instability but toward war 
costs, accelerating the economic col-
lapse. Petroleum sales supply the bulk 
of government revenue, but oil reserves 
are shrinking and there has been little 
serious planning for a post-oil economy. 
A large deficit is forecast for next year,
and foreign currency reserves are being 
spent at an alarming rate. Corruption is a 
major problem. Separately, mismanage-
ment, rising consumption, increased ur-
banization and poor irrigation practices 
are contributing to dire water shortages. 
SanaaÖ post style may be the first capi-
tal in modern history to run out of water. 
The population, most of which is under 
30, is expected to double in the next 20 
years. Meanwhile, unemployment is on 
par with levels in the United States dur-

ing the Depression. 
Yemen is often considered a failing 

state. Its stability should be a critical 
concern for the United States. The inter-
national community needs an integrated 
and comprehensive approach that ad-
dresses both the immediate security is-
sues and the underlying sources of insta-
bility and militancy. While military and
counterterrorism operations are critical, 
long-term development assistance is 
also necessary. 

The United States can support police 
reforms, help to professionalize the pris-
on service, and assist in implementing 
effective counterterrorism laws. Coast 
guard and border officials also need quiet
aid in controlling smuggling, trafficking
and illicit migration. The international 
community needs to build local capacity 
in Yemen before it is too late. 
________________________
source : http://www.washingtonpost.

com/

Yemen between international aid and airstrikes

By: Mohammad Al-Asa’adi

I feel much inclined to write about 
my concerns ,as a citizen of a 
country filled with worries, as we
receive the new year with open 
files and a premonition of forth-

coming events. Although it seems im-
possible to gather the scattered thoughts 
and events  resulting from the calls for 
separation, nominalism , sectarianism 
and terrorism, I will follow my inclina-
tion and write about all my concerns. 

One day, an instructor  from  the 
Sana’a University,  told me that an 
Egyptian once asked his son  “why do’nt 
the Yemenis’ love their homeland?’ I 
think that if we think on this  question,  
feelings of ‘sadness’  which have been
put off for years, will be once again re-
kindled. 

Yemeni citizens, unfortunately, do not 
enjoy their civil, constitutional and legal 
rights, especially those who are well-be-
haved,  “educated” people. For example,
a woman bought a land property belong-
ing to a peaceful citizen, by using force,. 
The poor man could not get his property 
back,  simply because he was confronted 
by the woman’s armed guards. Actually, 
I want to ask a question; what is the use 
of the state for its citizens,  if the very  

cars or processions of the state are the 
first to trample the citizens.

In the state which we live in, people 
are either lamb-like or wolf-like. The 
wolf-like people who snatch whatever 
they want using the power they have and 
become more powerful and   the lamb-
like loyal citizens who follow the norms, 
only to be denied even their basic rights, 
in return. 

In our country, one might be a politi-
cian babbling to the media till he runs 
out of energy, eventually getting afflict-
ed by some chronic disease, and being 
confined to bed. And, if you are an em-
ployee it is wise to always remember the 
saying “ if you make yourself a sheep, 
wolves will eat you”. If you are work-
ing for an educational institute then you 
should probably uphold democratic val-
ues and participate in sit- ins and protest, 
but I cannot guarantee that somebody 
will listen. 

If you are one of those who wear ties 
and trust your capacities then you may 
be the ones exploited the most, but not 
if you belong to a notorious tribe. In that 
case, you will be the biggest winners 
and will be given the liberty to kidnap 
foreigners or citizens from Sana’a  - the 
capital, or any other governorate. You 
can then plunder gas or oil locomotives 

and be sure the state will compensate if,  
God forbid,  anything happens.

If you are claiming citizenship, then 
you, like millions of others  have the 
right to select the way to die. You can 
die either from an electrical shock,  in a 
road accident or in a gas cylinder explo-
sion. Do not worry; the list of choices’ 
is endless! You can also die by a gun di-
rected to your face  if you are a doctor. 
You can die by drowning in the see, food 
poisoning, medical mistakes or from 
consuming expired medicines. Or, you 
can die in an air raid from a neighbor-
ing country, while you are enjoying your 
time with your family ,  simply because 
your neighbors are ‘wanted’ men.

All this will make you depressed and 
you will wish you disappeared behind 
the qat leaves, which have destroyed the 
country and its people. Thanks to the 
state, we are educated and can recognize 
such things, but I must confess that the 
same education we received, has made 
some illiterates as well. Because why 
on earth then would the Houthis’ young  
insurgents, not  hold pens and books 
and stand in lines in the school to sing 
the National Anthem, instead of hold-
ing weapons against their homeland and 
repeating a slogan whose even meaning 
they do not understand.

Worries of receiving the new year

Yemen's deteriorating security, economy 
could fuel terrorism
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By: Benjamin Joffe-Walt

The Media Line

The road to Ghajar is long, 
rugged and somewhat be-
wildering. Military radar 
stations sit atop gorgeous, 
green hills and imposing 

mountains.
The entire area surrounding the vil-

lage is a closed military zone, and any 
journalist asking questions of villagers 
driving through the area sparks a caul-
dron of military Jeeps to rush down the 
mountains.

 Ghajar, a 2000-strong village which 
straddles the border between Leba-
non and the Israeli-controlled Golan 
Heights, is a territory claimed by three 
countries - Lebanon, Israel and Syria.

Recent talk of splitting the village 
between Israel and Lebanon has villag-
ers incensed and taking to the streets.

 "Nobody wants this," Najib Khatib, 
a village leader, tells The Media Line. 
"It's not enough that we are essentially 
living within a prison, now they want to 
put a fence right in the middle."

 "They are going to divide families, 
take mothers from their kids," he says. 
"Yet the government is not updating us, 
not including us in the decisions, and 
not even informing us. Nobody cares 
about us, they treat us like animals and 
we hear about the future of the village 
from the media."

 "We have no problem if Israel wants 
to return the entire village to Lebanon," 

Khatib adds. "But not as refugees with-
out our lands. We are one united vil-
lage. The entire village is one big fam-
ily and we won't let the U.N. come in 
just to divide us."

 "We have a serious problem here," 
Naser Mustafa, a contractor in the vil-
lage, tells The Media Line. "It's be-
come a huge issue. I am building on 
the northern side of the village but now 
I've stopped and I'm not sure if I should 
keep building."

As the legend goes, the modern his-
tory of Ghajar began with a horse.

 A tiny riverside village straddling 
what is today Lebanon and Israel, 
Ghajar was originally known as Tan-
jeh. 

Kurdish invaders seized the village 
during the Ottoman Empire, forced it's 
residents to sell the land and renamed 
the village Ghajar. 

That all changed, the local legend 
claims, when the Kurdish governor of 
Ghajar tried to prance through the vil-
lage on his horse to visit the tomb of 
Sheikh al-Arba'in, a local religious fig-
ure.

 First the horse refused to go any-
where near the sheikh's tomb, and the 
following day a major fire broke out in
the village, destroying the governor's 
shield and sword.

The Kurds assumed the sheikh was 
taking revenge, read the writing on the 
wall, fled the village and quickly sold
all the land back to its original owners.

 Life has not gotten any simpler for 

the 2000 residents of Ghajar since those 
inauspicious Ottoman days.

 Shortly after the fall of the Ottoman 
empire the village was given a choice 
of joining Lebanon or Syria. 

Most village residents are Alawites, 
a sect of Shi'ah Islam and a powerful 
minority religious group in Syria, and 
the villagers voted overwhelmingly to 
join Syria, a status the village retained 
for over decades.

 In 1967, Israel captured the Golan 
Heights, a large Syrian territory which 
included Ghajar. For over two months 
the village was considered a no-man's 
land until the villagers successfully pe-
titioned Israeli authorities to include the 
village in the newly captured territory.

 Israel annexed the Golan Heights in 
1981 and most of Ghajar's residents ac-
cepted Israeli citizenship. 

Meanwhile, following a 1978 Is-

raeli incursion into southern Lebanon, 
Israel handed over the territory to the 
Israel-friendly South Lebanon Army 
and began a "Good Fence" policy. That 
allowed Ghajar residents to begin ex-
panding northwards into Lebanese ter-
ritory, essentially taking the smaller 
Lebanese village of Wazzani as part of 
Ghajar.

 But when Israel withdrew complete-
ly from southern Lebanon in 2000, the 
United Nations demarcated a final bor-
der between the two countries, known 
as the 'Blue Line.' The northern part of 
Ghajar fell on the Lebanese side of the 
Blue Line, while the southern part of 
the village remained in the Israeli con-
trolled Golan Heights.

 The villagers, who consider them-
selves Syrian, didn't appreciate the UN's 
decision and maps of the area produced 
prior to the 1967 war had conflicting

data, with some placing Ghajar in Syria 
and others indicating the village was in 
Lebanon.

"The U.N. made a huge mistake 
when they demarcated the Blue Line," 
Khatib says. "They based it on maps 
from 1923, way before Israel even ex-
isted. This is a Syrian village."

 In the years following the demarca-
tion of the Blue Line, Hezbollah, the 
Shi'ite paramilitary organisation which 
controls much of southern Lebanon, 
made a series of attempts to kidnap Is-
raeli soldiers in the Ghajar area.

 Tensions between Hezbollah and 
Israel came to ahead in 2006 with the 
outbreak of the Second Lebanon War, 
which ended in Israel re-occupying the 
northern half of Ghajar.

 Ever since Israel has been under in-
ternational pressure to return the north-
ern half of the village to Lebanon in the 

hope that a resolution to Ghajar's status 
will weaken Hezbollah.

 Israeli officials, however, see Ghajar
as an excuse Hezbollah uses to justify 
continued armed resistance against Is-
rael. Giving part of Ghajar to Lebanon, 
the Israeli logic goes, will just embold-
en the Hezbollah.

 The resulting stalemate has left 
Ghajar as an ostensibly Israeli village, 
full of Israeli citizens, but surrounded 
entirely by a fence, with the only way 
in and out through an Israeli army 
checkpoint.

 "When you leave you are searched, 
when you enter you are searched," 
Mustafa says. "It's humiliating to have 
a dog search your car as you drive into 
the village you live in."

 "The problem is we can't invite 
friends or anything," says one teenager, 
who asked not to be identified.

 "They never let in anyone except 
doctors and people like that," his friend 
adds.

 The checkpoint guards at the village 
entrance say they are just doing their 
job.

 "The checkpoint is just to check for 
arms and drugs," one guard told The 
Media Line on the condition of ano-
nymity, as he is unauthorized to speak 
to the media. "Since Ghajar is a built 
up area, it's easier for them to smuggle 
things into Israel."

 Some residents say the Israeli au-
thorities treat them well. 

"They don't give us problems," says 
a local school teacher, who also asked 
not to be named in this article. "We are 
Israeli citizens and we can go in and out 
as we like. 

The problem is they keep changing 
their minds about the village's status."
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Residents are livid as Israel mulls yet again dividing a vil-

lage straddling the border between Lebanon and the Golan 

Heights

A village claimed by three countries

By: Tiffany Williams

The holidays can be stress-
ful for overscheduled 
families. The kids are 
home from school and 
daycare. The in-laws 

visit. There are year-end deadlines to 
meet, awkward office holiday parties
to attend, and self-inflicted New Year’s
resolutions to conquer.

Here’s a suggestion for hundreds of
thousands of families who count on 
the invaluable contributions of a nan-
ny, housekeeper, or elder caregiver to 
cope with the overwhelming challeng-
es of family responsibilities: Make a 
resolution that in 2010 you will treat 

your domestic workers with dignity.
The estimated two million women 

(and men) employed in the domestic 
worker industry are part of an almost-
invisible workforce with few labor 
protections. And missing safeguards 
invite abuse. Long hours of backbreak-
ing work at low wages are common, 
and only the very lucky have contracts 
and health insurance. Even fewer have 
sick leave or vacation pay. Retirement 
benefits and other “perks” common to
white-collar jobs are almost unheard 
of.

A survey performed by Domestic 
Workers United and Datacenter re-
vealed that domestic workers in New 
York City were earning poverty-level 

wages, working 50-60 hours per week 
without overtime or health insurance, 
and over 30 percent had experienced 
verbal or physical abuse on the job.

Domestic workers are excluded from 
the National Labor Relations Act. Un-
like workers in other sectors, they lack 
the right to organize for better work-
ing conditions. The isolated nature of 
the work exacerbates this problem. 
Domestic workers can spend up to 12 
hours a day working inside the home, 
with no other co-workers or social in-
teractions. Foreign-born workers are 
particularly vulnerable to abuse, as 
they have the added challenges of cul-
tural integration, discrimination, and 
threats of deportation (even when they 
are “legal” immigrants).

Break the Chain Campaign is a di-
rect service and advocacy project that 
aims to empower migrant working 

women who have been exploited. As 
its social worker, I provide services to 
domestic workers who have survived 
human trafficking. One worker, a 24-
year-old nanny, was forced to sleep on 
the basement floor in freezing temper-
atures and beg for scraps of food from 
the family’s dinner table. Another, a
50-year-old housekeeper, worked for
10 years without pay and was never al-
lowed to leave the home.

These extreme cases exemplify only 
the endpoint of a broad range of ex-
ploitation. 

The same conditions that lead to 
“wage and hour violations” can just
as easily lead to modern-day slavery. 
This kind of abuse happens in homes 
all over the United States, not just 
overseas, and not just in brothels and 
street corners. Our country might have 
officially abolished slavery 154 years

ago, but here, even in the nation’s
capital, we are seeing more and more 
cases of human trafficking of domestic
workers by U.S. citizens.

The National Domestic Worker Alli-
ance, representing 30 domestic worker 
organizations around the country, is 
readying to address the lack of labor 
protection in the industry. Within the 
Department of Labor, a campaign to 
strengthen key regulations like work 
hours and fair deductions for room 
and board, is gaining traction. In both 
California and New York, domestic 
workers are lobbying for statewide 
legislation that includes basics like 
overtime and sick leave. On the inter-
national level, this alliance has part-
nered with the AFL-CIO to advocate 
for a Domestic Worker Convention at 
the International Labor Organization. 
The proposed Convention would de-

fine humane and fair working condi-
tions for domestic workers all over the 
world.

Your loving nanny, your hardwork-
ing housekeeper, your elderly father’s
caregiver, the women you see every 
week in the grocery store and at the 
playground: these people make it pos-
sible for you to go to work and support 
your own family, or just to cope with 
the crush of family responsibilities. 
They deserve the right and the abil-
ity to provide for themselves and their 
loved ones.
_________________________
Tiffany Williams is the social worker 
and program manager at the Break the 
Chain Campaign, a project of the In-
stitute for Policy Studies. This article 
was distributed by the IPS Minuteman 
Media project. It was published in the 
Torrington Register-Citizen on 12/25.

Here's a New Year's resolution to improve human rights in the 

United States.

In 2010, let’s treat our domestic workers better

By: Cam McGrath

Inter Press Service

In one of the poorest and most 
populous neighborhoods of 
Cairo, Hussein Soliman and his 
family live in a small apartment 
that is a model of clean energy 

living.
The two solar panels and bio-gas 

unit on the roof of Soliman's building 
in Darb El-Ahmar provide hot water 
and cooking gas to his two-bedroom 
apartment, reducing his family's car-
bon footprint and energy costs. The 
clean energy appliances, made mostly 
from recycled material, have reduced 
his household's waste have meant that 
"my gas and electricity bills are much 
less than before," says Soliman. They 
shaved nearly 50 percent off the utility 
bills. 

Soliman ventured into clean energy 
in 2008 when he joined Solar CITIES 
(Connecting Community Catalysts and 
Integrating Technologies for Industrial 
Ecology Systems), a development ini-
tiative spearheaded by U.S. urban plan-
ner Thomas Culhane. The project lever-
ages local experience and innovation to 
develop cheap and robust clean energy 
technologies adapted to the rigorous 
operating environment of Cairo's poor-
est neighbourhoods. 

"There is no 'one size fits all' in de-
velopment and part of the problem is 
precisely that so-called 'experts' come 

in and try to promote products and de-
signs that are inappropriate for the local 
community," Culhane tells IPS. 

Culhane and his German wife, Syb-
ille, have brought on board as innova-
tors the residents of the low-income 
neighborhoods in which they hope to 
make the greatest impact. Their designs 
for solar water heaters and bio-gas di-
gesters have evolved through experi-
mentation, group brainstorming ses-
sions, and "jumping into dumpsters to 
find materials that might work."

Using recycled materials, Culhane's 
team was able to put together a solar 
water heating system for under 500 
dollars. 

The system's solar panels are built 
from scrap aluminum, glass, old copper 
pipes and styrofoam insulation. It uses 
two recycled 200-litre shampoo bar-
rels as tanks, one for storing the water 
heated by the panels and the other as a 
backup water supply. 

Solar CITIES has built 35 solar wa-
ter heaters in Egypt since 2007. Most 

of the systems, including 30 units built 
with USAID funding, are installed 
on rooftops in underdeveloped areas 
where frequent power and water cuts 
cause commercial systems to break 
down. Stacked tanks and a float valve,
similar to the type used in toilets, al-
low the water heaters to overcome the 
water pressure fluctuations that lead to
failures. 

"It took a lot of experimentation be-
cause we had to find placements for
cold and hot water input and output that 
would balance the changing flow rate,
opening the float valves at the right
time," Culhane says. 

After a year of operation, Soliman 
says the only maintenance his home-
made solar water heater has required is 
a twice-weekly washing of the panels 
to remove the dust buildup. 

"The panels heat the water, which 
pipes carry down to the kitchen and 
shower," he explains. "We only need 
electricity to heat water in the winter, 
and only if we're using it after mid-
night." 

The bio-gas digester that Soliman 
assembled on his roof - one of eight 
built by the Solar CITIES project - 
converts organic garbage into cooking 
gas. Moldy bread and table scraps are 
soaked in water overnight, then poured 
into a 1,000-litre plastic tank to decom-
pose. A pipe carries the gas to a burner 
in the kitchen, while a spigot drains the 
effluent, which Soliman sells as organic

fertiliser to upscale garden shops. 
"I can use any organic waste from 

our kitchen to create gas," Soliman 
explains, while pouring a bucket of or-
ganic slurry into the tank's intake pipe. 
"The digester provides one hour a day 
of gas in winter, and two hours in sum-
mer." 

The bio-gas unit's capacity for pro-
cessing organic waste has taken on 
added value since the Egyptian gov-
ernment's decision last year to cull the 
country's pig population. Rotting heaps 
of kitchen waste, previously fed to 
hogs, have created a health hazard. 

"My garbage man kisses me because 
I have the cleanest garbage on the 
block," Soliman boasts. 

Moustafa Hussein, a career counsel-
or for a local community development 
project, joined the Solar CITIES proj-
ect in 2007 after a chance encounter 
with Culhane that sold him on the idea. 
The solar water heater he built on the 
roof of his apartment in Darb El-Ahmar 
provided hot water for his family until 
the dilapidated building collapsed three 
months ago. 

His belief in the project unshaken, 
Hussein is now building another solar 
water heater, which he hopes to install 
on the roof of the temporary govern-
ment housing where he now lives. He 
also wants to build a bio-gas unit. 

"I'm planning to collect the organic 
waste from restaurants in the neighbor-
hood to increase my gas output," he 

says. "I'll give the restaurants plastic 
bags and they can separate out the or-
ganics, and I'll collect the bags at the 
end of each day." 

The biggest obstacle to any project in 
impoverished neighbourhoods is eco-
nomics, says Hussein. Most area resi-
dents subsist on less than two dollars 
per day, and credit is difficult to obtain.

"It's hard to convince people here to 
invest in clean energy," says Hussein. 
"As a household why should they in-
vest up to 1,000 Egyptian pounds (182 
dollars) in bio-gas when it costs just six 
or seven for a butagas cylinder, which 
lasts two weeks and is much easier to 
handle?" 

Due to Egypt's heavily subsidised 
gas and electricity, it may take up to 
15 years to recover the costs of a Solar 
CITIES solar water heater or bio-gas 
digester. The cost recovery time is ex-
pected to fall as the government pro-
ceeds with plans to phase out energy 
subsidies in the coming four to seven 
years. 

Hussein says having people who are 
part of the community involved gives 
the Solar CITIES initiative more cred-
ibility. But the project's success will 
ultimately depend on whether it can 
produce a cheap, durable and efficient
model for the community. 

"If the people see a good example, 
they will tell each other about it," he 
says. "Whether it succeeds of fails, ev-
eryone will know the same day."

Home-made solar panels on a roof in a low-income Cairo neighborhood.
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By: Ali Saeed

The performance of Yemen’s 
economy was affected by 
many local and internation-
al variables, but the world 
financial crisis left great 

negative impacts on the national econ-
omy during 2009 as Yemen’ s revenues 
mainly depend on the oil sector. 

The state’s revenues fell to YR 904.3 
billion (USD 4.3 billion) from January 
to September 2009 compared to YR 
1.5 trillion (USD 7.2 billion) for the 
same period in 2008, falling to YR 
689.2 billion (USD 3.3 billion).The 
state blamed the financial crisis for the
reduction of oil revenues.  

Yemeni oil revenues witnessed a 
high reduction reached to YR 498.5 
billion (USD 2.4 billion) from January 
to September in 2009, while for the 
same period in 2008 it reached to YR 
1.2 trillion (USD 5.8 billion) recording 
loss totaled USD 3.4 billion, with 41 
percent reduction.  This huge reduction 
in oil revenues was reflected in the
diminishing of the general revenues, 70 
percent of which are oil revenues.  

This reduction in revenues also 
was reflected on the falling of real

expenditures in 2009 to YR 1.2 trillion 
(USD 5.8 billion) whereas in 2008 it 
was YR 1.5 trillion (USD 7.2 billion), 
recording reduction reached YR 344.5 
billion (USD 2.6 billion). Because this 
high reduction in revenues during 2009, 
the state decreased the expenditures 
and abolished diesel subsidies. Despite 
those precautions by the state, but the 
results of the budget implementation 
for 2009 showed a deficit of YR 335
billion (USD 1.6 billion).

Riyal devaluation

The Yemeni Riyal recorded a noticeable 
devaluation against the dollar during 
2009.It fell back from YR 200 for 
one dollar at the end of 2008 to more 
than YR 206 at the end of 2009. This 
devaluation of the Riyal was attributed 
to the falling of external cash reserves 
for the Central Bank of Yemen from 
USD 8.1 billion in 2008 to USD 6.8 
billion in 2009.
Economic growth

The government claimed an economic 
growth rate estimated at 4.5 percent in 
2009, falling 50 percent and failing to 
reach the 9.1 expected growth rate. The 
state’s reports attributed the reasons of 
the economic decline delay of liquid 

natural gas production that was planned 
for May 2000, but was delayed to 
November 2009.  This delay also led 
to a quantity reduction of 1200 tonnes 
instead of 5280 tonnes. 

The reduction in the production 
of liquid natural gas also caused a 20 
percent decline in the gross domestic 
product for the oil and gas sector. 
Additionally, in the financial statement
expectations for the 2009 budget to 
2.7 percent in the financial statement
expectations for the 2010 budget.

The non-oil sectors did not  grow 
in 2009 as they only were expected 
to reach 4.2 percent compared to  4.7 
percent in 2008.The growth of the oil  
gross domestic product is expected to 
reach 5.8 percent in 2010.

External trade  

The Ministry of Industry and Trade 
expects that the exchange trade between 
Yemen and abroad is going to decrease 
to YR 2.166 trillion (USD 10.500 
billion) compared to YR 3.607 trillion 
(USD 17.509 billion) in 2009, a decline 
of YR 440 billion (USD 2.135 billion).

The ministry attributes the reasons 
reduced exchange trade to the reduction 
of goods exports to YR 646 billion 
(USD 3.135 billion), compared to YR 
1.5 trillion (USD 7, 281 billion) in 2008, 
declining YR 872 billion (USD 4. 233 
billion). Goods imports also fell in 2009 
to YR 1.5 trillion (USD 7.281 billion) 
from YR 2.078 trillion, recording a 
reduction estimated at YR 567 billion 
(USD 2.752 billion).

Real-estate tops investment projects 

in 2009 

Real-estate investments dominated 
the investing activity during 2009, 
compared to slow activity of residential 
projects in the years before.  Economists 
also predict the real-estate sector to 
grow next year.

Yet, the flow of investment  reduced
in 2009 to around 13 percent compared 
to 2008, as the Genera Investment 
Authority recorded about 214 projects 
with a total cost reached YR 146,1 

billion (USD  800 million), whereas 
around 247 projects were recorded by 
the GIA  with a value reached YR 317.3 
billion (USD 1.540 billion) in 2008.

However, construction on the top 
project in real-estate began last year. 
The Al-Rayan hills, where 161 luxury 
villas are planned, will cost USD 600 
million.  This project is expected to 
stimulate investment in the country and 
supporting the national economy with 
new resources.

Another real-estate project in 2009 
was the Aden Paradise Project by the 
Hayel Saeed group in Aden and Abyan. 
This residential project costs more than 
USD one billion and the infrastructure 
of the project was launched.  In 
Hadramout also the Buqshan group 
in partnership with other investors 
announced their residential project 
in the Al-Mukkla hills project with 
a cost reached SR 20 million(USD 
5.331.357).

The same group also announced a 
real-estate project in constructing a 
tourist village from clay in Hadramout.  
The Shibam Holding Company which 
is public company that manages real-
estate projects in Yemen also announced 
its determination to establish a funding 
company for real-estate projects.

That came with an initiative from 
the World Bank in Yemen to create a 
treasury special for real-estate funding.

More important than the real-estate 
sector is the new achievement in the 
legislation that was crowned with 
the approving of the law that allows 
foreigners to own land in Yemen.  
Approving this law will enhance real-
estate investment in the country.

Other investment projects

Although a number of recorded 
projects by the GIA last year was small 
compared to the previous year, yet there 
were many good projects that were 
announced in 2009.

The sharing investment in the 
insurance sector with a capital estimated 
at USD 100 million was announced 
by Yemeni-Qatari partnership.  This 
Yemeni-Qatari project in the field of
insurance is said to be the first of its
kind in the country.

In the industry sector, a glass 
manufacturing plant was launched 
in the Thawma area in the district of 
Nehm, Sana’a governorate, costing 
USD 85 million.

During 2009, two projects also in 
the industry sector were announced. 
The first is creating an industrial and
investing city in Hodiedah with a cost 
of YR 30 billion (USD 145 million) and 
the other is creating a Socotra trading 
port with a total cost USD 40 billion.

A cement plant was announced also in 
Thamar governorate with a cost YR 28 
billion (USD 135.757 million) and the 
project of the Arab-Yemeni company 
for cement in Mukkla was achieved 
with a cost reached USD 260 million. 

The electricity sector which is a 
foundation for investment activity 
remains mysterious. Even though the 
Mreb gas power station was supposed 
to begin running at the end of 2009, the 
operator of the station, Safer company 
announced problems of the station 
related to the kind of the used gas.

The station was supposed to generate 
341 million mega watts a cost reached 
around USD 300 million.

However, the station until now does 
not work properly and new tenders were 

announced by the ministry of electricity 
in November to meet the needs of 
investment between 2009 and 2012.

The ministry tender plan included 46 
electricity projects with a cost reached 
USD 2.913 billion.

The International Finance Corporation 
(IFC) was contracted to do the project of 
constructing three power stations with 
a cost of YR 1.6 billion (USD 7.757 
million) to the private sector.

A local investing company in 
Hadramout also announced that it will 
build a power station at a cost of YR 
10 billion (USD 48.484 million).   The 
local company said that it will allocate 
30 mega watts to one of the investing 
projects in the governorate and 40 mega 
watts to the state to be distributed to the 
present electricity network.

Tourism: alternative for oil depletion 

Yemen’s economy heavily depends on 
oil revenues, but this reliance on oil 
revenues is threatened by the depletion 
of the resource.  Many economists 
recommend tourism to be the alternative 
for oil.

The Ministry of tourism in a recent 
statement to the Yemen Times said that 
Yemen will receive about one million 
and half tourists in 2015, however  
analysts think that this number is very 
small if compared to the world tourists 
in 2020 that is forecasted to  reach 1.6 
billion tourists, according to the World 
Tourism Organization.

The ministry also said that the one 
million and half tourists that Yemen 
will receive in 2015 will bring around 
USD two billion in tourism revenues.  
In 2009, tourism revenues reached 
around USD 653 million, while in 2008, 
it reached USD 572 million, increasing 

about 19 percent
 Although Yemen does have a great 

tourism resources such as the long 
coastal bar, valleys, green mountains 
and huge ancient folklore, tourism 
facilities such as hotels,  resorts and 
restaurants are few or non existent  in 
many areas.

Currently, the ministry is offering 
around 49 tourist projects to the private 
sector to invest in to contain arrivals 
in the targeted areas.  These projects 
include resorts, chalets, places for 
rest, and the construction of muddy 
and stony villages. From the 49 tourist 
projects, there are five pioneering
projects distributed to five coastal
governorates .Two of them are on the 
Red Sea and located in the Islands of 
Midi and Duwaymah, while the rest are 
on Arab Sea and located in Khur (creek) 
Ameerah in Lahj, in Tabtab beach in 
Al-shihr,  and in Gazolette beach in Al-
Mahra.

Sa’ada war, secession movement and 

Qaeda threat

In August, the sixth war between the 
state’s army and rebellion Houthis in 
Sa’ada emerged.  Saudi Arabia also has 
joined the conflict against the rebellions
and the Yemeni state accuses Iran of 
supporting Houthis.  This long war that 
began in 2004, the secession movement 
in the south as well as the threat of Al-
Qaeda, represent a big obstacle to the 
boosting of Yemen’s economy.

Although the army carried out three 
raids against Al-Qaeda hideouts in 
Shabwa, Abyan and Arhab district in 
Sana’a, the Yemeni state now is facing 
media campaign that describes Yemen 
as a failing state and predicts that Yemen 
will become a haven for Al-Qaeda.
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By: Kenneth Rogoff

As the global economy 
limps out of the last 
decade and enters a 
new one in 2010, what 
will be the next big 

driver of global growth? Here’s bet-
ting that the “teens” is a decade in 
which artificial intelligence hits 
escape velocity, and starts to have an 
economic impact on par with the 
emergence of India and China.

Admittedly, my perspective is heav-
ily colored by events in the world of 
chess, a game I once played at a pro-
fessional level and still follow from a 
distance. Though special, computer 
chess nevertheless offers both a win-
dow into silicon evolution and a 
barometer of how people might adapt 
to it.

A little bit of history might help. In 
1996 and 1997, World Chess 
Champion Gary Kasparov played a 
pair of matches against an IBM com-
puter named “Deep Blue.” At the 

time, Kasparov dominated world 
chess, in the same way that Tiger 
Woods – at least until recently – has 
dominated golf. In the 1996 match, 
Deep Blue stunned the champion by 
beating him in the first game. But 
Kasparov quickly adjusted to exploit 
the computer’s weakness in long-term 
strategic planning, where his judg-
ment and intuition seemed to trump 
the computer’s mechanical counting.

Unfortunately, the supremely confi-
dent Kasparov did not take Deep Blue 
seriously enough in the 1997 rematch. 
Deep Blue shocked the champion, 
winning the match 3.5 to 2.5. Many 
commentators have labeled Deep 
Blue’s triumph one of the most 
important events of the twentieth cen-
tury.

Perhaps Kasparov would have won 
the rematch had it continued to a full 
24 games (then the standard length of 
world championship matches). But, 
over the next few years, even as 
humans learned from computers, 
computers improved at a far faster 

pace.
With ever more powerful proces-

sors, silicon chess players developed 
the ability to calculate so far ahead 
that the distinction between short-
term tactical calculations and long-
term strategic planning became 
blurred. At the same time, computer 
programs began to exploit huge data-
bases of games between grandmaster 
(the highest title in chess), using 
results from the human games to 
extrapolate what moves have the 
highest chances of success. Soon, it 
became clear that even the best 
human chess players would have little 
chance to do better than an occasional 
draw.

Today, chess programs have 
become so good that even grandmas-
ters sometimes struggle to understand 
the logic behind some of their moves. 
In chess magazines, one often sees 
comments from top players such as 
“My silicon friend says I should have 
moved my King instead of my Queen, 
but I still think I played the best 

‘human’ move.”
It gets worse. Many commercially 

available computer programs can be 
set to mimic the styles of top grand-
masters to an extent that is almost 
uncanny. Indeed, chess programs now 
come very close to passing the late 
British mathematician Alan Turing’s 
ultimate test of artificial intelligence: 
can a human conversing with the 
machine tell it is not human?

I sure can’t. Ironically, as comput-
er-aided cheating increasingly per-
vades chess tournaments (with accu-
sations reaching the highest levels), 
the main detection device requires 
using another computer. Only a 
machine can consistently tell what 
another computer would do in a given 
position. Perhaps if Turing were alive 
today, he would define artificial intel-
ligence as the inability of a computer 
to tell whether another machine is 
human!

So has all this put chess players out 
of work? Encouragingly, the answer 
is “not yet.” In fact, in some ways, 

chess is as popular and successful 
today as at any point in the last few 
decades.   Chess lends itself very well 
to Internet play, and fans can follow 
top-level tournaments in real time, 
often with commentary. Technology 
has helped thoroughly globalize 
chess, with the Indian Vishy Anand 
now the first Asian world champion, 
and the handsome young Norwegian 
Magnus Carlsen having reached rock-
star status. Man and machine have 
learned to co-exist, for now.

Of course, this is a microcosm of 
the larger changes that we can expect. 
The horrible computerized telephone-
answering systems that we all now 
suffer with might actually improve. 
Imagine, someday you might actually 
prefer digital to human operators.

In 50 years, computers might be 
doing everything from driving taxis 
to performing routine surgery. Sooner 
than that, artificial intelligence will 
transform higher learning, potentially 
making a world-class university edu-
cation broadly affordable even in 

poor developing countries. And, of 
course, there are more mundane but 
crucial uses of artificial intelligence 
everywhere, from managing the elec-
tronics and lighting in our homes to 
populating “smart grids” for water 
and electricity, helping monitor these 
and other systems to reduce waste.

In short, I do not share the view of 
many that, after the Internet and the 
personal computer, it will be a long 
wait until the next paradigm-shifting 
innovation. Artificial intelligence will 
provide the boost that keeps the teens 
rolling. So, despite a rough start from 
the financial crisis (which will still 
slow global growth this year and 
next), there is no reason why the new 
decade has to be an economic flop.

Barring another round of deep 
financial crises, it won’t be – as long 
as politicians do not stand in the way 
of the new paradigm of trade, tech-
nology, and artificial intelligence.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2010.
www.project-syndicate.org

Overview on Yemen’s economy during 2009

Construction on the top project in real-estate began last year. The Al-Rayan hills, where 161 luxury villas are planned, 

will cost USD 600 million.

In 2009, the Central Bank of Yemen has launched a new money bill of 250 

YR.

Algeria Street 38

Building No. 2

P.O. Box 12093 

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

REQUEST FOR QUOTATION (RFQ)
Supply of Foam Mattresses 
(RFQ/HCR/BO/10/SUP/03) 

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), based in Sana’a, Republic of Yemen, has an international 
mandate to protect refugees and to seek durable solutions to their problems. 
UNHCR plays a major role in coordinating aid to refugees, returnees and 
displaced persons of concern.

UNHCR Branch Office in Sana’a intends to establish a Frame Agreement
for the supply of Foam Mattresses for an initial period of 12 months with 
the possibility of extension for an additional 12 months. 

UNHCR invites sealed bids from eligible companies with performance 
experience to make a firm offers.

Bidding documents are available at UNHCR Supply Unit, Sana’a, at the 
above-mentioned address. Tel: 01 469 771; 01469 772

Sealed bids must be received by UNHCR Branch Office Sana’a at the
above-mentioned address on or before 13th January 2010, latest at 14:00 
hours. 
Bids received after the deadline or sent to another address will be 
rejected.

Grandmasters and global growth



By: Khaled Al-Hilaly

As a part of the British coun-
cil’s Connecting Class-
rooms project, students 
and teachers from the ten 
Yemeni Schools will be 

linked with partner schools in UK. Us-
ing the internet, the students will share 
videos, images and PowerPoint presenta-
tions to broaden their international hori-
zons and prepare themselves to be global 
citizens. 

The project brings an international 
dimension into young people’s lives as 
they learn about other cultures, challenge 
stereotypes and work as global citizens. 
It also offers teachers the opportunity to 
participate in joint curriculum projects, 
visit their partner schools and to be in-
volved in collaborative learning.

Wafa’a Al-Haimi, secondary level 
student at Rabi’a Al-Adawiyya school, 
likes to learn more about people from all 
around the world. Wafa’a emailed a girl 
in UK, telling the girl about her life and 
family. “The British girl replied telling 
me about the traditions in her country and 
what she likes, “said Wafa’a. “  We stayed 
in touch for a while. I found out from her 
that the class activities in her school were 
different from ours and I told her about 
Yemen and the Yemeni traditions.” 

“I discovered that there are similarities 
between us and they are not so different 
from us. We like the same things,” said 
another student, Alia Al-Mahdi,16, af-
ter  Alia and a student in UK exchanged 
photographs, gifts and  details about cities 
and school subjects. 

This year’s program included ten new 
schools. Eight of which are in Sana’a, 
they are Abubaker Al-Sedeeq School, 
Amnah Bint Waheb School, Al-Ramah 
School, Al-Malekah School, Al-Qudami 
School, Al-Zubair Bin Al-Awam School, 
Al-Shaheed Mohammed Motahar School, 
Ibn Majed School. The other two schools 
are in Aden, Thanaweit Aden School and 
Al-Baihani School are participating in the 
project.

Ahmad Al-Qirbi a teacher at Al-Qudai-
mi girls school said that one of the pur-
poses of the project is to develop teachers’ 
experiences to encourage their students to 
use their abilities and know what is going 
on in the world around them.”Personally, 
I learned a lot about techniques used in 
classrooms from the project, “he said. 

Al-Qirbi added that teachers in UK 
have much more facilities in schools that 
unfortunately Yemeni teachers do not 
have. But nevertheless, teachers in Ye-
men are learning to make the most of the 
available potentials.

Last November, teachers from schools 
based in UK visited Yemen .They held 
discussions, with Yemeni teachers in-
volved in the program, about the cultural 
differences between the two education 
systems. The British teachers also visited 
partner schools, attended classes and ob-
served the teaching methods. 

Andrew Thomas, a teacher from 
Humphry Davy School  said “this visit 
helped me to breakdown the stereotypes 
in my head and I hope it will help break 
down barriers between the students from 
the two countries and help to dispel some 
of the miscon-
ceptions in the 
future.”

From his 
c l a s s r o o m s 
observations 
in the schools 
he visited in 
Sana’a and 
Aden, Thomas 
was astonished 
at the smart-
ness of the Ye-
meni students. 

“I have met 
a lot of chil-
dren  ...and I 
am absolutely 
blown away 

by how good 
those children 
are.” 

He said 
that there is a 
real difference 
between the 
Yemeni and 
British educa-
tion systems. 
In Yemen, he 
said that he 
saw instruc-
tors giving 
students facts 
and informa-
tion and stu-
dents blindly 
repeating after 
teachers.

“In the UK, 
we try to seek the kid’s skills. We have so 
much technology in our classrooms too,” 
he compared.

According to Thomas, a good teacher 
can always teach in any conditions. But 
at the same time, it is nice to have teach-
ing aids to support and make a teacher’s 
job easier.  “All that we have to do in the 
UK is to find different ways to teach our
children and to help engage them in the 
learning process,” He added.

Expressing respect for the work teach-
ers in Yemen are doing, he said “I am full 
of admiration for the fact that they can 
teach big classes of students with the lim-
ited resources they have. 

Michael White the director of the Brit-
ish council in Sana’a described Connect-
ing Classrooms as one of the best projects 

of the British Council.”It helps students 
in UK to learn about Yemen and Yemeni 
children to learn about what life is like in 
the UK. The two countries don’t know 
enough about each other, and there is a 
feeling of trepidation in Britain about Ye-
men,” he said

White further said that Connecting 
Classrooms makes children speak to each 
other, open up and learn. “Although, on 
the surface they are very different, deep 
down everyone is the same. Children are 
all very good, spontaneous, open and 
honest.” 

This is the third group of Yemeni teach-
ers the project is dealing with. The first
two groups were all from Sana’a. This 
year a couple of schools from Aden were 
added as well and the British Council 
plans to have schools from Taiz, Hodeida 
and other parts of the country, next year. 

At the moment, the project focuses on 
teachers exchange and does not include 
student exchange. The students interact 
by writing to each other and by sending 
each other videos and emails. In 2009, 
though, two schools in Sana’a sent stu-
dents to the UK as a part of a special 
initiative between these schools and a 
school in the UK, that ran an international 
festival, according to White.

Experiences of a life time
The Yemen Times contacted the Dinas 
Ysgol Brân School in Llangollen, in 
Wales which organized the World Youth 
Skills Challenge (WYSC) last June and 
received the Yemeni students.

‘I was amazed at the friendliness and 
generosity of Yemeni students and teach-
ers, “said Beth, an 11-year-old student at 
the school.”As each student and teacher 
left, we were overwhelmed by the gifts 
we received: keyrings, earrings, and I was 
extremely sad when they left. I felt that a 
chapter in my life had ended. One day, I 
would want to visit Yemen’ she said.

Another 8-year-old student Megan, 
said that the Yemeni students opened 
her eyes by what she learned from them 
about the Yemeni culture. Thanking the 
students of Rabi’a Al-Adawiyya School, 
for this, she said,”I was surprised at how 
warm hearted and friendly all the students 
were, “she added” I also learned a bit of 
the [Arabic] language. I shed a few tears 
when they went. Keeping in touch with 
them is great.”

Katie Blunden, project Manager of 

Connecting Classrooms in UK said that 
Connecting Classrooms basically gives 
teachers and students the opportunity to 
understand each other’s country better. 
“Connecting Classrooms with Yemen is 
particularly important because of the ex-
isting misunderstanding between the two 
cultures and it’s important to give students 
the opportunity to communicate with one 
another and understand more about each 
other,” she said.

It all starts when the teachers meet 
within the project, which includes a col-
laborative website called eLanguages, 
available in 23 languages one of which 

is the Arabic. This website is accessible 
for all teachers and it is a global online 
community to share ideas and work to-
gether with their students on curriculum-
relevant projects.

There are now more than 200 schools 
in the Middle East and the UK operat-
ing in partnerships, since Connecting 
Classrooms was introduced in the Middle 
East in 2006,with plans to increase that 
number by a further 180, over the next 
two years. 50 of the current participating 
schools are in Yemen. The project aims to 
directly engage 30,000 schools globally, 
by 2013.
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National NGOs Consultant Vacancy

Organization: UNDP-YEM
Duty Station: 80 % Socotra, 20% Sana’a 
Duration: 2 months
Nationality: Yemeni

Duties & Responsibilities:
Through a consultative process, engaging NGOs/CBOs established or working on Socotra as well as relevant stakeholders 
such as local councils in Hadibu and Qalansia, Environment Protection Authority Socotra Branch and others, the consultant 
is expected to conduct a survey, including SWOT analysis, on Socotra NGOs/CBOs activities and involvement.  In order 
to enhance the participation of the civil society in community development, gender, sustainable livelihoods, biodiversity 
conservation and resources management, a Strategy is to be outlined, including capacity assessment of NGOs/CBOs, 
proposed capacity building activities, practical tools and techniques  and document Lessons Learned. Socotra Conservation 
Fund, as proposed in the project document, should be especially assessed in a view of its future role of an intermediary 
support organization for other NGOs/CBOs on Socotra. The consultant cooperates closely with the project staff on Socotra 
and in Sana’a and briefs the national project coordinator on the work progress.

Tasks: 
1. Compile a list and verify legal status/scope of work of NGOs/CBOs established or working on Socotra
2. Review activities and achievements of the NGOs/CBOs using the SCALE methodology (System-wide Collaborative

Action for Livelihoods and the Environment) and prepare document lessons learned.
3. Assess the organization, technical and financial capacities of Socotra Conservation Fund,

and propose measures and capacity development needs of the fund including training scheme, budget and work plan
4. Assess perception of NGOs/CBOs activities, role and level of involvement by local authorities, EPA and other relevant

stakeholders
5. Propose training schemes, including training work plan and budget, in order to build capacity of NGOs/CBOs

ensuring their technical and financial sustainability. Main themes relate but are not limited to administrative, legal
issues, project development and financial management, gender mainstreaming, natural resources management and
biodiversity conservation, communication, fund mobilization, reporting and other relevant fields

6. Propose a tool to improve cooperation between NGOs/CBOs and local authorities, EPA branch and other relevant
stakeholders.

7. Assist the SCF in preparation for its intermediary support role in relation to the other NGOs/CBAs on Socotra

Qualifications:
- Post graduate degree in environmental, social studies or business administration or 5 years relevant working experience

after bachelors degree
- Training  in monitoring and evaluation will be an asset

Competencies:
- At least 35 years of relevant NGO management, assessment and capacity building experience
- Good practical knowledge of legal, organizational, administrative and financial aspects

of NGOs/CBOs, as well as project management
- Experience in capacity building, experience in gender mainstreaming, sustainable livelihoods, biodiversity

conservation, natural resources management will be an asset
- Community-based project management experience will be an asset
- Excellent communication and interpersonal skills
- Excellent report writing skills in Arabic, knowledge of English is an asset

Deadline to receive CVs is 17 January 2010
All applications to be sent to procurement.ye@undp.org 

Attn. Amal Ali

Yemen

VACANCIES
Médecins du Monde, SANAA

Medecins du Monde – Yemen_,_Sana’a 
VACANCY: program assistant 

Qualification :

1- University degree in public Heath or related studies.
2- Previous work experience in a humanitarian context is

mandatory.
3- Medical or paramedical back ground is an asset.
4- Arabic, English is compulsory, French is an asset.
5- Excellent translation skills.
6- Project management skills.
7- Excellent experience computer (word, excel, publisher .etc) as

well as internet.
8- Logistics skills.
9- Previous work experience as project assistant is an asset.
10- Negotiation and Coordination skills, Diplomatic, with strong

personality and ability to communicate with a variety of
people.

11- Flexible attitude, to adjust to a different culture, medical
context, political context

12- Good sense of organization is essential.
13- Ability to work with team spirit.
14- Ability to work under stressful conditions.

CV and letter of interest should be sent by e-mail at: 
recruitment_mdm_yemen@yahoo.fr, under the reference “program as-
sistant” 
Females are highly encouraged to apply for that job.
No applications received after 30th of January 2010 will be considered.

Vacancy Announcement for National Personnel for the “Cooperation with 

Arab Donors– Open Regional Fund, MENA done by the GTZ	
�    Office	
�    Sana’a
The Program “Cooperation with Arab Donors– Open Regional Fund, MENA” aims at improving the social and 

economic situation of the poor and strengthening civic participation in Arab countries. Commissioned by the German 

Federal	
�    Ministry	
�     for	
�    Economic	
�    Cooperation	
�    and	
�    Development	
�     (BMZ),	
�     several	
�     projects	
�     shall	
�     be	
�     initiated	
�     in	
�     the	
�    fields	
�    of	
�    
education,	
�     strengthening	
�    women’s	
�     rights	
�     and	
�     access	
�     to	
�     public	
�     services,	
�     youth	
�     promotion	
�     and	
�     support	
�     to	
�    microfinance	
�    
institutions. The Program is implemented by the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) in Yemen, with a regional outreach.  

In	
�    order	
�    to	
�    promote	
�    the	
�    impact	
�    and	
�    efficiency	
�    of	
�    the	
�    projects,	
�    the	
�    GTZ	
�    will	
�    cooperate	
�    closely	
�    with	
�    a	
�    number	
�    of	
�    Arab	
�    donor	
�    
organizations and governments of GCC member states, including their implementing agencies and partner organizations. 

The Program has a vacancy for the position of a Project Expert	
�    to	
�    be	
�    based	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Project	
�    Office	
�    in	
�    Sana’a,	
�    Yemen.
The Project Expert is responsible for

the	
�    planning,	
�    administration	
�    and	
�    finance	
�    of	
�    the	
�    projects	
�    under	
�    his/her	
�    supervision,	
�    and	
�    ensuring	
�    that	
�    highest	
�    quality	
�     

standards	
�    in	
�    implementation,	
�    monitoring	
�    and	
�    financial	
�    reporting	
�    are	
�    maintained
maintaining and establishing networks and contacts with Arab donor organizations and other stakeholders 

conducting  national and regional workshops, meetings, conferences and round tables with counterparts and donor  

organizations

supporting strategic networking and planning 

ensuring	
�    communication	
�    flows	
�    between	
�    the	
�    partner	
�    organisations	
�    involved	
�    in	
�    the	
�    projects 

preparing	
�    project	
�    proposals,	
�    including	
�    the	
�    budgets	
�    as	
�    well	
�    as	
�    financing	
�    agreements,	
�    local	
�    subsidies	
�    and	
�    co-financing	
�     

arrangements

The Project Expert reports to the Head of Program “Cooperation with Arab Donors– Open Regional 

Fund, MENA”.	
�    Frequent	
�    job	
�    related	
�    travelling	
�    in	
�    Yemen	
�    and	
�    other	
�    Arab	
�    countries	
�    is	
�    required	
�    

Required	
�    Entry	
�    Qualifications	
�    and	
�    Competencies

University	
�    Masters	
�    Degree,	
�    in	
�    Social	
�    Sciences,	
�    Economics	
�    or	
�    a	
�    related	
�    field 

At least 7  years of work experience, of which at least 4 years are in a management position 

Working experience with GTZ planning, implementation and reporting procedures will be appreciated 

Other	
�    Qualifications	
�    required

Excellent knowledge of English and Arabic, both spoken and written 

Good	
�    working	
�    knowledge	
�    of	
�    computer	
�    programs	
�    (e.g.	
�    MSOffice,	
�    Access,	
�    PowerPoint) 

High standard presentation and report writing skills   

Excellent	
�    communication,	
�    negotiation	
�    and	
�    problem-solving	
�    skills 

Ability to independently manage complex and alternating tasks 

High	
�    requirements	
�    concerning	
�    conceptual-creative	
�    thinking	
�    and	
�    self-initiative 

Experience working in Yemen and other Arab countries 

Duration

GTZ is offering a competitive remuneration package. The contract duration will be from February, 2010 until February 

2012. 

Women are encouraged to apply.

Interested	
�    candidates	
�    of	
�     suitable	
�    qualification	
�    are	
�     invited	
�     to	
�    send	
�     their	
�    application	
�    and	
�    an	
�    up-to-date	
�    CV	
�     in	
�    Arabic	
�    and	
�    
English	
�    latest	
�    by	
�    20/01/2010	
�    to:
By mail: GTZ	
�    Office	
�    Sana'a

Human	
�    Resources	
�    Officer
Vacancy	
�    Announcement	
�    «Project	
�    Expert	
�    /	
�    CAD””

By Fax: Vacancy	
�    Announcement	
�    	
�    «Project	
�    Expert	
�    /	
�    CAD”	
�    
Fax	
�    number:	
�    (00967-1)	
�    412	
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“Connecting Classrooms” helps correcting stereotypes

The Connecting Classrooms brings an international dimension 
into young people’s lives as they learn about other cultures, 
challenge stereotypes and work as global citizens.

Clips of posted materials by students from Yemen on the global 
online community www.elanguages.com
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By: Suleiman Raise Bauzer 
Al-aml-institute@hotmail.com

Al-AhgaffUniversity 

The majority of people all 
over the world and most 
religions quite disagree 
with the ancient Latin/ bib-
lical saying “ The love of 

money is the root of all evil,” because 
in fact they  believe that money is the 
only way to have power among others; 
moreover, they consider that there is 
no way to survive without money. So 
when discussing thoughts about cash, 
they actually deceive you into holding 
the same opinion.

There are some people who are con-

tent with having just enough money to 
exist, although such a small amount is 
not so enough for essential things or 
even the significant things which they
dream of obtaining, including a com-
fortable house, starting a small project 
or business and finishing their higher
education. However, when consider-
ing this famous proverb, if this love 
for money and its pursuit goes beyond 
our needs and requirements, then cer-
tainly it can bring evil into one’s life. 
People who are greedy and can never 
get enough money, may harm others 
and do anything in order to get their 
hands on more of those ridiculous 
notes and coins not only to fulfill their
needs, but just for the sake of having 

more money. On other hand, there are 
people who are dying, begging and 
traveling abroad just to feed their fami-
lies. Money doesn’t mean much to me 
if it’s going to separate me from my 
parents, brothers, sisters and friends. 
Conversely, it is everything for others 
who are so busy trying to make more 
and more money that the love, con-
cern and sympathy for their spouses 
and children are often missing. We are 
quite sure that our Islamic religion con-
dones the desire to make money, but it 
must be done in the right way in order 
not to taint ourselves. At the same time, 
it comforts poor people not to worry 
about not having money because if it 
was meant to come your way it will so 

long as you work for it sufficiently.
To end on a positive note, anyone 

can have a lot or a little money but it 
should be gained in a wholesome way, 
without greed and without forgetting 
ourselves and the actual mission which 
we are here for, and the evil that this 
“love of money” could cause.

By:   Faris Mohammed Mohammed
farismohammed2010@gmail.com

Optimism is an outlook on 
life such that one main-
tains a view of the world 
as a positive place. All op-
timists generally believe 

that people and events are inherently 
good so that most situations work out in 
the end for the best. An optimist keeps 
each person spirits up even when things 
aren’t going their way.

As the title states, optimism is in-
creased and one’s life is improved by 
choosing to surround oneself with op-
timistic friends and people because, an 
optimist friend doesn’t create despair for 
others. As the saying goes, “If the char-
acter of the man isn’t clear to you look 
at his friend.”

In addition to that, a friend is a person 
who sometimes accompanies you, 

a person from whom you may or may 
not benefit. Some people think that the
person who helps them with their work 
and shares time with them is their best 
friend.

Others say that the person with whom 
you entrust your secrets is the best kind 
of friend. But from my perspective, a 

best friend is an optimistic person who 
guides you towards a brilliant future by 
means of giving the right kinds of rec-
ommendations to achieve your goals 
and uplift your spirits.

So, there may be small differences in 
people but those minor differences can 
quickly add up. The small difference 
is an attitude and the big difference is 
whether that attitude is positive or nega-
tive.

In my opinion, if one can’t find an op-
timistic friend, it would the best friend 
for anyone is a book. This is because a 
book can be a companion for you at any 
time and in any place and a book will 
keep you from wasting your time in-
stead of pessimistic friends who happily 
provide frustrations, complications and 
obstacles to others.

Also, some friends may betray you, 
but a book will never do that or reveal 
your secrets as some friends do.

 Moreover, a book doesn’t get angry 
with you when you are busy and if it 
sees you with someone else, it is not 
jealous.

When you read a book, it listens to 
you without interrupting, but it does ask 
that you to keep it away from the sun and 
insects to keep it clear and glittering.

Once, I told my classmates when 
I was in college to speak the English 
language during our studies in college. 
I also told them about the importance 
of the English language for us as com-
munications engineers as we need it to 
communicate with other nations. As 
well as I have postponed developing 
my specialization skills until I learned 
English so that we can easily get a job 
in any company because all companies 
request engineers who speak English 
fluently, but all my classmates said
that it is out of the question to acquire 
English simply this way and I would 
not learn it because it is a difficult lan-
guage.

But, despite these negative speeches, 
I didn’t believe them and they couldn’t 
deter me from achieving my goals and 
I was always working hard to learn 
English until I reached this level.

Ultimately, if I had believed that 
couldn’t reach this level, I would have 
been hopeless in those moments.

Thus, I advise everyone to select op-
timistic friends who give the impetus 
to others so that everyone is success-
ful in his or her life. Then, in order to 
be optimistic and successful in the life, 
one must choose optimistic friends.

Optimism for success in life

By: Abdourahman  Robleh
robleh808@yahoo.com

It goes without saying that Khat 
is a negative element in Yemen’s 
society. It is considered the main 
stumbling block to development, 
but people exaggerate when plac-

ing blame for everything on its chew-
ers. People are correct in cursing Khat 
but are not correct in associating every 
single bad element such as wasting 
time, addiction and bribe taking with 
its consumers. I think this is unfair.  In 
this article, I would like to discuss how 
these elements are not only relevant to 
Khat chewers, but also to the majority 
of people. 

Wasting of time 
Some people argue that Khat chewers 
waste their time. They claim that they 
sit for five or six hours doing nothing
but chewing. This is correct but one 
may ask, does time have any value in 
our society?  It is noticeable that many 

non-Khat chewers can be found sitting 
in restaurants just smoking shisha ( wa-
terpipe) and chatting, while others hang 
around the main streets for long periods 
of time. Moreover, many people watch 
too much TV. They waste their time and 
criticize Khat chewers over a lack of 
time management.  Another example, 
is when one makes appointments and 
says, ‘I will see you in the afternoon’ or 
‘I’ll see you at night’ while afternoon 
or night could be in five or six hours
from that time. We wait for that person 
to fulfill his/her appointment.  Maybe
khat chewers are somehow more spe-
cific when they make appointment to
chew Khat together and benefit from
their time in writing or copying their 
lessons.  Therefore, the conclusion is 
that the vast majority of people here 
waste their time whether they chew 
Khat or not.

Addiction 
People are not only addicted to Khat 
but also to junk food and video games. 

It is needless to say that junk food is 
unhealthy and causes obesity and heart 
disease. Despite the fact that health 
agencies in America and Europe have 
discussed banning it people continue 
to be addicted to it. Recent research 
conducted by Scripps Research Insti-
tute in Florida found that even rats can 
become addicted to junk food. Some 
others, most of them young children, 
are addicted to video games. Therefore, 
addiction is a part of human nature or, 
as research reveals, is a living thing’s 
nature and not solely a result of Khat. 

Bribe-taking 
Taking bribes is another supposed hu-
miliation suffered by Khat chewers. 
Some people argue that Khat chewers 
accept bribes as a pretext to the phrase 
“ haqal Qat” which implies ( give me 
some money for Khat). This term is a 
synonym of the word bribe, but it does 
not necessarily show that bribe tak-
ers are Khat consumers. It is difficult
for people to explicitly request a bribe 

so, they invented this term to not feel 
guilty. Even non-Khat chewers accept 
kickbacks. 

Moreover, the latest research con-
ducted by the International Transpar-
ency Organization (ITO) listed certain 
countries that Khat is illegal and others 
Khat is legal in same number. For in-
stance, Djibouti and Egypt ranked 105 
on the list. Khat is legal in Djibouti 
while it is illegal in Egypt. Then, why 
have both countries received the same 
ranking?  

In conclusion, accepting bribes, wast-
ing time and addiction can be applied 
to many people and not to a particular 
category of the society and these nega-
tive qualities have nothing to do with 
whether or not he/she chews Khat. Most 
of us don’t have a ‘to do’ list in our dai-
ly lives and perhaps this is another sign 
that we’re wasting our time. Therefore, 
non-Khat chewers should stop being so 
self-righteousness and concentrate on 
correcting their own flaws before point-
ing the finger at others.

Some negative elements mistakenly associated with Khat chewers

Qat dries out land and people 

Is money everything?

Good-bye 1430, good-bye 2009. Happy New Year dear friends, 
relatives, dear readers and most of all the editor and staff of 
Yemen Times newspaper. Happy new year to everyone and 
everything in our lives. A new year has begun. We congratu-
late each other, not realizing that a year has gone of our ages. 

Has anybody asked himself/herself about what he/she has done in the last 
year? Has anybody planned for the coming year?

I hope everyone replies to the questions with “Yes” and “Yes”. This is 
what successful persons usually do. And this is what everyone must do. 

Firstly, we have to look into the fields of life that everyone deals with.
These fields can be work, study, social affairs, etc. Of course, these fields
can not be applied for all of us because some may work, but not study, or 
vice versa. Anyway, every one of you needs to ask the above questions. 

Study, of course, is the way of self-qualifying. During a period of a year, 
what everyone has studied to improve himself/ herself. I know, some will 
say that they have finished study-maybe University or even higher studies. It
is not, however, the last stage of study. Our prophet Mohammed says “Learn 
from the cradle to the grave”. Those who think that by finishing a certain
level they need not to study any longer are absolutely wrong. Study for self-
improving never means to finish one particular level. It means learning and
learning whatever is possible. In this way, one will not find himself/herself
not updated in his knowledge. 

To illustrate the point clearer, let us refer to an actual example. There are 
many doctors and professors who got high academic degrees in the fields of
their study. But they kept themselves bounded within their specializations. 
They did not try to improve their skills in the field of computer, language
and other fields which are essential for them to deal with the new technolo-
gies of the modern age. Such doctors and professors found themselves un-
able to use the computer, to use the internet or even to deal with materials 
in other languages. They found themselves paralyzed to update their knowl-
edge even in the fields of their specializations. Here lies the importance of
asking the questions of what has everyone learned, and what he/she is plan-
ning to learn in the coming year. 

Again the same questions can be asked for the field of work. Some people
think that it is only enough for them get a job. They do not care about the na-
ture of that job; they even do not care about the experience they got in such 
jobs. What they care about most is only getting a salary to lead a life. 

As an example of these, I know some people who got a job which much 
less than the qualifications they have. They never think about searching for
better chances. Worse still, they never think of developing themselves in 
the jobs they have. They became like parrots only doing the daily routine 
duties. Of course, such routine duties change from time to time according 
the policies of the companies or institutions they work in, and according to 
the new changes technologies. Surprisingly, they found themselves unable 
to deal with such changes so that they are considered as expired persons. So 
such big mistakes must not be repeated especially by the new generations 
because nobody knows what is hidden in the future. To avoid such mistakes, 
therefore, all of us should take it serious to ask ourselves what have we 
achieved in each year and what is to be achieved in each coming year. 

The same questions also can be asked about the other fields of life. In our
social relationships, for instance, we can count how many friends we got, 
and how many we have lost. Or what roles we have played in our society to 
make it better than before. Only by this, I think, we can be satisfied other-
wise our lives will be in vain. 

I do not want to bore you dear readers. The idea, I think, is clear and 
I hope everyone should keep it mind. Finally, believe me, I do write this 
article not to show that I am ideal in this respect. But, frankly, I do realize 
my shortcomings to deal with such matters and I wanted to remind myself 
first and to remind you of this idea which is the clue of everyone’s success.
Before saying good-bye, I wish the best for each one you and again happy 
New Year deal all.  

_________________
Maged Thabet Al-Kholidy is a contributing opinion writer from Taiz. He 

holds an MA in English, and is the former editor of Taiz University’s Eng-

lish-language magazine.

T h e  Mind’s Eye
Through

By: Maged Thabet Alkholidy
majed_thabet@hotmail.com

Happy new year to all

Abdulkareem abdullah al-sharhee
alsharhee@gmail.com

Thamar education faculty

What I have read in the 
Yemen Times, issue 
no 1321, entitled The 
facts behind our disap-
pointing failure, made 

me really understand how backwards the 
writer thinks Yemenis are. We are gra-
cious, but not aware of our own strengths 
and capabilities. The writer’s thinking 
is wrong. In some of his statements he 
makes us come across as so illiterate 
whereas in others we are well-educated 
and experienced enough .I think this is a 

kind of  self-denial and ignoring nation. 
The writer also praises us more than they 
have so I overcome one from western 
countries or Jewish ones to praise us as 
same as you have done. I do not deny 
that they have invented so many things 
but they actually derived many of them 
from our origins and many of their ideas 
are based on the ideas of our scientists 
and scholars of the past so we should feel 
proud of our nations, not laugh at them, 
and it is necessary to encourage the new 
generations and seek remedial solutions 
that can place Yemen on the same path as 
more advanced countries. 

I firmly believe that the pessimistic
view of the writer can never help our 

people change either their behavior or 
their education; however, an optimistic 
view directly makes one motivate him-
self to accomplish more so ultimately, 
one should not be overly critical.

  The writer is clearly educated so he 
must know something about our people, 
history and minds and it is not urgent to 
poke our nose into some thing. The clear 
evidence that we have very intelligent 
people in our nation is an example like 
Khalid Nashwan, who invented a de-
vice which helps treat people with heart 
problems, non-surgically. We should be 
informing others about our successes and 
our educated population, not our failures 
and our illiterate population.

Curtsy of:
hadhramouts.blogspot.com

Is it worth chewing qat? It de-
pends on who you ask; most 
people here in Yemen believe, 
qat is a necessity and a normal 
part of daily life. Although most 

people in Hadhramout still frown on 
the chewing of the narcotic leaves, its 
use is fast spreading.

Qat is at the center of Yemeni cul-
ture. Especially for men. It brings peo-
ple together and many discussions and 
decisions are made during the chewing 
of the leaves. Cultivating qat and the 
trade of the leaves, keeps many people 
busy and gives many a source for earn-
ing income. Millions depend on it. The 
chewing of qat too, has made many 
here who would have opted for much 
worse intoxicants - avoid them.

In most neighboring, Arab and Mus-
lim countries, qat is banned. In many 
other parts of the world, it is consid-
ered a crime to possess qat. Most reli-
gious scholars consider qat’s bad sides 
too many, but very few have declared it 
haram. Medically, qat has very adverse 
side effects. No matter how one looks 
at it - the cost of growing and chewing 
qat is just too much. And with time, it 
keeps adding and piling up.

Most families here barely earn 
enough to feed themselves, and yet 
most men and some women, being too 
dependent on the leaves, have to pur-
chase qat and other treats that go with 
the chewing, such as soft drinks and 
sweets - at the expense of basic goods 
and needs for the family; many fami-
lies too, keep aside the best and largest 
rooms in their houses for qat sessions. 
Many better and beneficial social ac-
tivities like sports and other recre-
ational activities, are put aside due to 
much time being taken during much of 
the afternoons and evenings for chew-
ing the plant. It also leads some to take 
bribes at work and to being corrupt so 
as to keep up the habit. And the cost 
to the country’s health system is enor-
mous.

Economically, the chewing of the in-
toxicant leads to fewer work hours and 
thus less production. This might be dis-
puted by many qat chewers who claim 
that the chewing of the leaves sharp-
ens their minds, lifts their spirits, gives 
them more energy and makes them 
work harder and better. Then there is 
the enormous amount of money used, 
nationally, daily, on the leaves: each 
day, billions are used on the leaves. If 
only for only one day, all the money for 
that day which is to be used on qat is 

collected and spent on social services - 
several clinics and schools can be built 
with only that day’s money.

And now, across the country there 
is the other very destructive, very bad 
side of qat: its cultivation, which take 
up huge tracts of land, uses a ‘vast and 
growing share of the water’. At a very 
fast rate. Yemen has always been a 
country with very little water, but now, 
the scarcity has become worse; with 
thousands, in some areas, now report-
edly clambering up high mountains to 
find water. And with the population of
Yemen growing fast, now at about 20 
million but expected to triple in the 
next 40 years to 60 million - what lies 
ahead is terrifying to contemplate.

The chewing of qat is not only a 
part of Yemeni life; it is widespread in 
many parts of the Horn of Africa, East 
Africa and - though banned in all the 
neighboring Peninsula states - many in 
these countries illegally chew the plant. 
In East Africa, qat is mainly cultivated 
by non-Muslims but mostly chewed by 
Muslims. And the very adverse con-
sequences of chewing qat or khat or 
miraa, is easily noticeable there: go to 
any urban center in East Africa, most 
African Muslims are poor; many, are 
in that stage of abject poverty due to 
the chewing of the plant which takes a 

large amount of their earnings, which 
in turn makes it almost impossible for 
them to educate their children or uplift 
their families economically.

Qat’s very adverse, destructive ef-
fects is not only on families and com-
munities. Its worst consequences is on 
nations. It rips and destroys. Countries 
whose populations chew the leaves 
most, seem to be in the greatest mess. 
Look at Somalia, Ethiopia and now Ye-
men. Djibouti and Eritrea are no better 
off; Northern Kenya is the most under-
developed and lawless in that country. 
Will it get even worse for Yemen; this 
great country of the Queen of Sheba?

“For millenniums, Yemen preserved 
traditions of careful water use. Farmers 
depended mostly on rainwater collec-
tion and shallow wells. In some areas 
they built dams, including the great 
Marib dam in northern Yemen, which 
lasted for more than 1,000 years until 
it collapsed in the sixth century A.D. 
Yemen has suffered ecological crises 
before and survived. The collapse of 
the Marib dam, for instance, led to a 
famine that pushed vast numbers of 
people to migrate abroad, and their de-
scendants are now scattered across the 
Middle East.” Will we Yemenis rise; 
and overcome and survive as before? 
Only time will tell.

 By: Mohammed Hamoud Dabwan
Mohammeddeebo@yahoo.com  

In letters, love is a small word but 
has a great, impressive and very 
vital meaning in our life. It is the 
most precious and valuable gift 
from Allah, the almighty, to us as 

human beings. It is opposite to hate and 
hatred, though both exist in a man and 
are naturally born within him.

It is to be noted that the heart is, no 
doubt, the center of love and all other 
emotions. Moreover, love is the orna-
ment, decoration, and illumination of 
the heart and king of all emotions. So it 
is an essential ingredient and a far more 
crucial factor in the life of human be-

ings. A world without love or affection 
is worthless, and would only result in 
us human beings fighting against each
other That is why love was created, to 
ensure peace among human beings.

There are so many kinds of love. 
But the best kind is that which exists 
between man and woman. This kind of 
love is spiritual and divine. It has no 
limitations nor can it be expressed in 
words. The word “love” itself is bound-
less. It thrives in our hearts without 
our permission, unintentionally and  
at times without reason. But, unfortu-
nately, some people, particularly the 
youth, treat it much in the same way 
as do “foxes”. They have misused and 
distorted the real meaning of this divine 

concept, making it but a device for hav-
ing relationships with girls. Broadly 
speaking, they rather scratch its fertility 
in favor of earthly intentions. They, in 
this sense, pretend to love. Indeed, they 
look at love in a very narrow sense and 
intend to fulfill their pervert desires un-
der the name of love.

To conclude, love is such a revered 
and divine gift and an unparalleled 
blessing that we should thank Allah 
for it. Love is, and always will be, an 
energy. It can neither be created nor be 
destroyed. But, we should be true to 
love as the word “love” is and dignify 
its divine meaning. 

That is why we should not misuse or 
violate its divinity and its real mean-

What is love?

Feeling proud of one’s self is better than 
underestimating one’s self



وظائف شاغرة

في  عالية  ذوخبرة  حداد  مطلوب   •
خمس  عن  لاتقل  والتلحيم  التشكيل 

سنوات

للتواصل: 01/207845

باحثون عن وظيفة

محاسبة  -دبلوم  عبدالوهاب  ماهر   •
الإنجليزية  اللغة  في  متوسط   - مالية 

الكمبيوتر والطباعة  استخدام  يجيد   -

باللغتين العربية والإنجليزية

للتواصل: 770064937 

محاسبي  نظام   - محاسبة  دبلوم   •
يمن سوفت الإصدار السادس - دبلوم 

العمل  في  يرغب  كمبيوتر -  سكرتارية 

مجال  أي  أوفي  التخصص  مجال  في 

أخر

-  7 7 1 4 2 4 5 3 3  : صل ا للتو

770041848

• وائل العامري - تخصص تكنولوجيا 
الإنجليزية - اللغة  يجيد   - المعلومات 

يرغب في العمل في أي شركة

للتواصل: 734707191

لغة  بكالوريوس   - السدمي  علي   •
يجيد   - جيدجداً  تقدير   - إنجليزية 

الكمبيوتر  مع  لتعامل  ا

والإنجليزية  العربية  باللغتين  والطباعة 

- يرغب في العمل في أي مجال

للتواصل: 771378309

ادارة  دبلوم   - عبدالقهار  غمدان   •
للغة  ا يجيد   - وسكرتارية  أعمال 

الإنجليزية - يجيد استخدام الكمبيوتر 

والإنجليزية  العربية  باللغتين  والطباعة 

- خبرة في مجال الإدارة والسكرتارية 

العمل  يرغب في  لمدة ثلاث سنوات - 

في أي شركة

للتواصل: 777039091

•نشوان حسن - بكالوريوس محاسبة 
- دورات في الكمبيوتر ويمن سوفت - 

اللغة الإنجليزية كتابة ونطقاً وله  يجيد 

القدرة على الترجمة - خبرة في العمل 

 - سنوات  ثلاث  لأكثرمن  المحاسبي 

يرغب في العمل في أي شركة

للتواصل: 771580509

• خبرة في الأعمال الإدارية - علاقات 
خارجية - مراسلات تجارية - ترجمة 

مهارات   - الانترنيت   عبر  تسويق   -

البحث  محركات  بمجال  جداً  عالية 

يجيد   -  Microsoft Officeوال

التحدث باللغة الإنجليزية بطلاقة - يود 

العمل في أي شركة نفطية

للتواصل: 733783773

تجارة  بكالوريوس   - صالح  رفيق   •

الإنجليزية  اللغة   - اعمال  ادارة   -

يجيد   - ومحادثة  كتابة  متوسطة 

أعمال  يجيد   - الكمبيوتر  استخدام 

المكتب الإدارية - يرغب في العمل في 

أي شركة

للتواصل: 777034353

• خريج كلية الأداب - لغة انجليزية - 
التجارية  المراسلات  في  سنتين  خبرة 

يرغب   - وتصاميم  كمبيوتر  دبلوم   -

في العمل في هذاالمجال

للتواصل: 713114307

•غمدان - بكالوريوس لغة انجليزية - 
خبرة ثلاث سنوات في مجال التدريس 

أي  في  العمل  في  يرغب   - والترجمة 

شركة أو مدرسة خاصة

للتواصل: 711935319

• فواز - بكالوريوس هندسة اتصالات 
في  سنوات   3 خبرة   - وحاسوب 

الشبكات بأنواعها وفي تدريس دورات 

الإنجليزية  اللغة  يجيد   - الكمبيوتر 

ولغات البرمجة -  يرغب في العمل في 

أو  الإعلاني  الصيانة والتصميم  مجال 

التدريس

للتواصل: 712804401

• فيصل الصفواني - يبحث عن عمل 
خبرة   - العامة  العلاقات  مجال  في 

في  دورات   - أعوام  اربعة  عن  لاتقل 

اللغة الإنجليزية - علوم حاسوب

للتواصل: 735758504

دبلوم   - عبدالوهاب  •عفيف 
ميكانيك   - الكتروني  تحكم 

العمل  يجيد   - نيوماتيك  

PNC/ مج  نا بر على 

دورات  لديه   -  .CNC
واللغة  الكمبيوتر  مجال  في 

عمل  عن  يبحث  الإنجليزية- 

لدى أي مصنع أو شركة

-  7 7 1 6 0 7 1 4 0  : صل ا للتو

713207272

القدرة  نظم  هندسة  بكالوريوس   •
سوريا-   - حلب  جامعة   - الكهربائىة 

بتقدير  الأول  الترتيب  على  حاصل 

 - الإنجليزية  اللغة  يجيد   - جيدجداً 

خبرة   - الكمبيوتر  استخدام  يجيد 

سنة في التدريس

-  7 3 4 9 1 4 0 8 8  : صل ا للتو

771872882

عقارات

• للإيجار: شقة تتكون من ثلاث غرف 
- صالة   - حمامات   2  - مطبخ   -

الموقع: شارع مجاهد 

للتواصل: 711140184

 4  - دورين  مسلح  بيت  للبيع:   •
مشطبة  شقق  ثلاث   - جاهزة  شقق 

-  مساحة الأرضية 18 قصبة ونصف 

- الموقع: تعز - عصيفرة

للتواصل: 735750728

سيارات

باثفيندر   - نيسان  سيارة  للبيع:   •

جير   - خليجية  مواصفات   -  2002

اكتوبر  CD+USB - وارد  عادي - 

2009 للتواصل: 770917292

 - سنتافي  هونداي  سيارة  للبيع:   •
موديل 2006 - اللون اسود - قطعت 

 - دفع رباعي   - كم   19،500 مسافة 

الحالة ممتازة . 

بل  قا ( دولار   12،500 لسعر:  ا

للتفاوض( - 

للتواصل: 777197961

إعلانات مبوبة 117 January, 2010

طوارىء الكهرباء 177، طوارىء الشرطه 199، 

الإطفاء 191، طوارىء المياه 171، 

الإستعلامات 118، حوادث )المرور( 194، 

الشئون الخارجيه 202544/7، الشئون الداخليه 252701/7، 

الهجرة 250761/3، وزارة المواصلات )تلفون( 7522202، 

 الإذاعة 282061، التلفزيون 332001/2،

مؤسسة الباصات للتنقل داخل المدن 262111/3، 

وزارة المواصلات 325110/1/2/3، السياحه 254032، 

 الصليب الاحمر 203131/3، تليمن 7522227

البنوك $             

بنك اليمن والخليج        فاكس:260824  ت: 967-1-260823

فرع عدن :ت/ 237829- 2. فاكس/237824

بنك التضامن الإسلامي  ت: 01/666666 

البنك التجاري       ت: 277224    فاكس : 277291

مصرف اليمن البحرين الشامل      ت: 264775,264702

فاكس: 264703,503350

ت: 407030 -01 بنك اليمن الدولي 

البنك العربي                ت:  276585/2 -01

ت : 01-563813 بنك التسليف الزراعي 

ت: 274314 -01  البنك المركزي: 

تأجير سيارات v

زاويه ) Budget( ت: 3096180506372   فاكس: 240958
يورب كار    ت: 270751               فاكس: 270804

هيرتز لتآجير السيارات   صنعاء    ت: 01-440309

                                    فرع شيراتون  ت: 545985              

عدن  ت :02-245625 

مراكز تدريب وتعليم الكمبيوتر

آبتك لتعليم الكمبيوتر)تركيز على الانترنت، مناهج، تجارة 
  

إلكترونية( شهادة ايزو 1.

صنعاء  ت: 01-468305

فاكس : 407419 - 01 

عدن ت: 20-237199

تعز ت: 04-250343 

المكلاء ت: 05-307492

Infinit Education        T :444553         

ت: 445518/7-442073 NIIT   لتعليم الكمبيوتر 

البريد السريع

      صنعاء     ت: 440170/228/230    

            عدن       ت 245626  

الحديده    ت: 226975/4 

إب         ت: 411988

            المكلا      ت: 302641 

شبوه       ت: 202326

            سيئون     ت: 407219

 تعز       ت:260500

بلحاف     ت: 777788660                                      

            سقطرى    ت: 660498

DHL :441099/8/7/6 

 أرامكس   صنعاء    ت: 441024/5

         عدن   ت:243124    تعز    ت: 213489  

        المكلا  ت: 309190   الحديدة ت: 219643

T      شحن وتوصيل
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 

Tel : 01-531221/531231
النسيم للشحن والتوصيل        ت: 407905

ت:1-444550،441935 ورلد لينك   

مستشفيات +

مستشفى الثورة         ت: 01/246967-66

المستشفى الجمهوري    ت: 01-274286/87

ت: 412981 -01 مستشفى حدة الأهلي 

ت: 600000/602008 -01 المستشفى الالماني الحديث  

فاكس: 418116 

E-mail: felixpene@hotmail.com

فنادق
فندق فرساي        ت: 2 /425970/1 -01

ت: 237500 -01 فنق شيراتون 

فندق موفمبيك  ت: 546666 -01  فاكس: 546000

فندق سبأ            ت:272372 -01

فندق ريلاكس ان    ت: 449871 -01

فندق وأجنحة الخليج السياحي 

ت:  602135/8 - 602355 -1

ترجمة مكاتب 
الشهاب لخدمات الترجمة:)عربي- إنجليزي()إنجليزي - عربي(

تلفون: 777762202 أو 733008686 - فاكس:01/420657 

sts.yemen@gmail.com :إيميل

هد معا
معهد يالي   ت: 448039-3/4/ 445482  فاكس:448037          

معهد اللغة الألمانيه     ت: 200945

المعهد البريطاني للغات والكمبيوتر   ت: 266222               

فاكس: 514755    

معهد كاروكوس   ت:    532434/5   فاكس :  532436    

معهدأيكتك      ت: 240833 - 510613   فاكس: 265537

شركات للتأمين
الوطنية للتأمين  ت :272713/272873   فاكس:272924

مأرب للتأمين              صنعاء ت: 206129/8/13

الشركة اليمنية الإسلامية للتأمين وإعادة التأمين  

 صنعاء ت: 284193،

عدن ت: 244280

 تعز ت: 258881

شركة اليمن للتأمين  صنعاء ت: 272806/272962/43

        عدن ت: 247617

تعز ت: 250345

مدارس
روضة واحة الأطفال: تلفاكس:-470250 موبايل: 734522225

مدرسة رينبو                 ت: 414-026/424-433

مدارس صنعاء الدولية  ت: 370191/2  فاكس:370193

مدرسة التركيه الدوليه  ت: 448258/9

مدرسة الماجد اليمنيه       ت: 206159

سفريات j
ت:    270750 النسيم للسفريات

العالميه للسفريات والسياحه        ت:   4411589/60  

مطاعم
مطعم ومخبازة الشيباني   )باسم محمد عبده الشيباني(

تلفون : 266375 - 505290   فاكس : 267619

 للإشتراك في هذه المساحة الإتصال على

 تحويلة 211  268661 

ك
هم

ت م قا ر ا

لإعلاناتكم

يرجى التواصل مع قسم 
الإعلانات والتسويق على

268661-510306

مولد كهرباء وبالمواصفات التالية:-
1- ياباني

Maj Diesel 2- موديل
 SH 9000 DT 3- قوة

KW 9.33     -4
Three Phase

5- مستخدم 12 ساعة فقط
 للتواصل: 711442971

للبيع وبسعر مغري

كوبون للاعلانات الشخصية المجانية  )كل الاعلانات الشخصية بدون أي مقابل(

❏   بيع       ❏  شراء       ❏  إيجار    ❏  إستئجار   ❏ طلب وظيفة   ❏  وظائف شاغرة       ❏ غير ذلك
تفاصيل الاعلان: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

عنوان التواصل: ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 قص هذا الكوبون وارسله إلى صحيفة يمن تايمز  على فاكس 268276  او على صندوق بريد  2579 - صنعاء 
لمزيد من المعلومات اتصل ب )ت 268661/2/3(  

للإعلان في هذه الصفحة يرجى الإتصال على الرقم التالي 268661 /01 وإرسال الإعلانات المجانية على فاكس01/268276     



By: Saqr Al-Sunaidi 
Courtesy of Al-Yaman Newspa-
per

In the movie "DoomsDay," 
there is a scene that shows 
all holy places being de-
stroyed with the exception 
of the al Ka'aba, which is the 

most holy site for the world’s more 
than 1 billion Muslims and where 
Muslims are often shown praying 
to Allah. 

Muslim scholars all over Jakarta 
warned Muslims not to watch the 
movie "DoomsDay" as it depicts 
‘The Hour’ events, which refer to 
events that will occur at the end of 

time. The scholars condemned the 
movie because they believe that it 
is forbidden to predict the future. 
They condemned the movie believ-
ing that it may shake people's faith. 

Despite this, many Indonesians 
watched the movie saying that 
watching the movie would not 
cause them to doubt their faith in 
the slightest.   

Bassam is a young Yemeni man 
who was able to get a copy of the 
movie for only 100 YR. Although 
the movie cost two hundred million 
dollars to produce, Bassam sells 
a copy of the movie for less than 
a dollar. When Bassam heard of 
the movie he did not like the idea. 
However, he was curious about it 
and preferred to watch it alone. 

The director of the movie, Roland 
Emmerich, said that he considered 
many factors, particularly Muslim 
beliefs and sensitivities. He did his 
utmost to avoid offending Muslims 
and becoming the recipient of any 
harsh reactions from the Muslim 
community. 

Movie plot
The plot of the movie is based on 
beliefs from the ancient Mayan civ-
ilization that the end of the world 
will occur on December 12th 2012. 
On that day, according to Mayan 
prophecy, the magnetic poles swap 
places. Consequently, earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions occur. Peo-
ple try in vain to avoid death, yet 
there is no safe place where they 
can find shelter. At that moment, 
only the Mayan people face Mother 
Nature courageously and welcome 

death. 
In one scene, the President of 

the US is shown standing amongst 
his constituents when the disaster 
is about to occur. After that he 
is shown on TV saying words of 
farewell. He states that he is the 
last American president and re-
fuses to get on a plane preferring 
instead to perish with his people. 

As would be expected, the 
world’s wealthy, including Arabs, 
are seen paying money to try to 
save themselves and gambling to 
finance a secret project in China 
to manufacture space ships. 

Controversial movie
Many rejected watching the movie 
due to the theme it portrays. They 
feel that the movie depicts “The 
Hour” signs in an inaccurate way, 
meaning they are not shown occur-
ring as they have been mentioned in 
Islam.  

The director of the movie himself 
declared that he fears mentioning 

anything about Islam as he may run 
the risk of angering Muslims. 

Hundred books have been written 
regarding the signs of ‘The Hour’ 
all of which are based on evidence 
from the Holy Qur'an and Prophet 
Mohammed's (PBUH) traditions. 

There is a tradition about the signs 
of ‘The Hour’ which states, "The 
Hour will not be established till 
all nations conspire against you." 
(Against Mohammad’s nation.)

The sources of people’s beliefs 
may vary. Muslims, for example, 

depend on religious 
sources while Mayan 
civilization depended on 
astrological signs. On 
the other hand, the US 
depends on NASA, in 
which the latter denies 
that any such disaster 
will take place due to 
an absence of scientific 
evidence. That is why, 
while this movie may 
prove to be entertaining 
and perhaps even fright-
ening for some, it should 
probably not be taken 
too seriously.
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper

Free Call: 
800 50 50

Muslim scholars warn not to 
watch the “DoomsDay” movie

A snapshot from the movie depicts London in doomsday.


