
By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, JAN. 9 — While dozens of 

reporters from different countries around 

the west arrive in Yemen every day to 

report on Al-Qaeda in Yemen, a promi-

nent figure of Salafism in Yemen, Sheik

Mohamed Al-Baidani, stated that crack-

ing Al-Qaeda down can not be done by

military way.

And although he admitted of the Al-

Qaeda prevalence in Yemen, he said that 

Al-Qaeda in Yemen is not any more hav-

ing many members.

The Sheikh Mohamed Al-Baidani,

who is a prominent figure of Salafism in

Yemen, said this statement today in an 

interview with the ABC, a Spanish news 

paper. 

“Al-Qaeda in Yemen now does not any 

more have much members and they are

only now hundreds of young people,” he

said.

“The Yemeni state can arrest them at 

any time and bring them to courts,” he

said.

“The using of Al-Qaeda paper now by

the Yemeni government to picture it as an

increasing movement in Yemen is merely

a political poly by the Yemeni regime to

get financial assistance from the west,”

he said.

“The Yemeni regime now is suffering

from huge economic obstacles and during

the past decades was not bale to meet the

development demands that the Yemenis 

look for, so now it resorts to the Al-Qaeda

paper,” he said.

He warned the United States of Ameri-

ca (USA) of having any military interven-

tion in Yemen under the pretext of com-

bating terrorism.

“All the Yemeni people are armed and 

very careful about the sovereignty of their

country,” he said” If America sent troops

to Yemen, all Yemenis will turn into 

Qaeda,”

“It is true that there is Qaeda in Yemen,

but it is not anymore strong like the past,”

he said.

According to the Salafi scholar who

is also a principal of an important Salafi

School in Sana’a Sana, the media now is 

blowing up the size of Al-Qaeda in Yemen

pushing the US to sent troops to Yemen.

He denied the accusation that says 

Salafism is the ideology that promotes Al-

Qaeda growth in Yemen and around the

world, saying that the US policy toward

the Islamic world such as Iraq occupation

is the key factor behind the hatred against

the west world.

“The US army in Iraq killed around

one million children, everyday hundreds 

of civilians are being killed by the NATO

forces in Afghanistan, and there is also

external intervention in Sudan, so these 

matters are behind the Al-Qaeda growth,”

he said.

This came within a sparking interest by

the western media to cover the topic of 

Al-Qaeda in Yemen. 

According to Ahmed Alahabi, public

relations manager at the ministry of infor-

mation, more than 60 journalists from dif-

ferent media outlets from the west entered 

the country to cover Al-Qaeda in Yemen.

This came also within a statement by

some officials at the US administration

that the US is going to double its USD

70 million assistance in 2009 to Yemen to 

combat Al-Qaeda in Yemen.

In the same context, the British Prime

Minister, Gordon Brown said that there 

will be a conference in January, 18, in

London to focus on how to aid Yemen in 

cracking down Al-Qaeda organization in

Yemen. 

In similarly event, all the Yemeni schol-

ars from all doctrines in Yemen prepare 

for a press conference and publishing one

unified religious statement (Fatwa) on the

coming Thursday.

One of the scholars revealed that one of

the key points in the fatwa will  be a warn-

ing to the  US of any military intervention

against the Yemen’s sovereignty.

“If the US sent troops to Yemen under

the pretext of fighting Al-Qaeda, we will

call for Jihad,” said the scholar.
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 While Al-Qaeda lures western media to Yemen,

the military intervention could backfire

Dozens of western reporters from different media outlets covering a military training show by the Yemeni Anti-Ter-

rorism Unit, on Saturday, January, 9. The Yemeni regime by this show wants to tell the west that its able to crack down 

Al-Qaeda, but it needs more support.

Sheihk Mohamed Al-Baidani.
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11 January, 20102 Around the Nation

AMI is a humanitarian, apolitical and non-profit French 
non-governmental organization created in 1979. Now 
present in 9 countries, for over 25 years AMI has brought 
medical cares to those most vulnerable populations 
excluded from all health care systems. AMI is established 
in Yemen since 2007, in Hodeidah governorate. AMI health 
projects are implemented in closed collaboration with the 
Ministry of Public Health and Population. The country 
representative office based in Hodeidah is seeking for: 

An Administrator Officer

Job Summary:
The Administrator Officer works under the supervision of 
the Head of Mission. He/she is responsible for the cash-
box; he/she keeps the cashbooks and checks all 
accountancy documents in accordance with AMI financial 
procedures. He/she is in charge of several administrative 
duties (follow-up of contracts, mails, human-resources, 
relation with local administrations and service providers). 
He/she provides appropriate translations on request. 
Finally, he/she supervises the team of translators, cook and 
cleaner.

Qualifications & Requirements:
University degree or practical experience in financial, •	
�
    
accounting and administration management, preferably 
with INGO, or public department or private sector;
Languages: English (compulsory working language, •	
�
    
spoken, read and written); fluent in Arabic (reading 
and writing);
Good computer operating skills (Word and •	
�
    
EXCELLENT command of Excel);
Knowledge of SAGA is a plus;•	
�
    
Knowledge of Donors’ procedures;•	
�
    
To be rigorous, well organised, trustworthy and to •	
�
    
work in a full-openness.

Contract:
6 months contract with possibility of extension;•	
�
    
Full time based in Hodeidah;•	
�
    
Salary according to AMI salary scale.•	
�
    
Candidates should submit their application in English •	
�
    
(C.V. and a covering letter detailing their relevant 
experience and their motivation) at one of the following 
address:

AMI office, Al Haye Al Tejari Quarter,
In front of Central Inspection Institution, PO Box 3940, 

Hodeidah, Republic of Yemen
yemen@amifrance.org

Deadline for application: Thursday, January 31st, 2010 •	
�
    
at 4.00 pm.
Applications that do not meet the minimum •	
�
    
requirements listed above will not be considered.  
Only short listed candidates will be contacted for •	
�
    
interview.

منظمة االمعوناتت االطبية االدوولية (AMI) ، منظمة فرنسية غير حکكومية إإنسانية 
غير سياسية وولارربحية. تماررسس أأعمالها في ٩۹ ددوولل، وو لاکكثر من 25 عاماً. تقومم 
االمنظمة بتقديم االخدماتت االطبية للسکكانن االمتضرررين وواالمحروومين من کكافة أأنظمة 
االرعاية االصحية. تعمل االمنظمة حالياً في االجمهوررية االيمنية منذ بدااية عامم 
٢۲٠۰٠۰٧۷مم، ووتقومم بدعم خدماتت االرعاية االصحية االاوولية في محافظة االحديدةۃة ووتنفذ 
نشاطاتها بالتعاوونن مع ووززااررةۃة االصحة االعامة وو االسکكانن. ووترکكز بشکكل ررئيسي على 
ررفع مستوىى االقدررااتت االتنظيمية وو االتقنية للمراافق االصحية في مديريتي االحالي 
وواالمرااووعة ووذذلك لتمکكينهم من تقديم أأفضل االخدماتت االصحية االمناسبة ووذذااتت 
االکكفاءءةۃة.  يعلن مقر االمکكتب االتنفيذيي للمنظمة عن فرصص عمل في االمجالل االتالي

…QGOEG ∫ƒÄ°ùe
ملخص االوظيفة: 

االمسئولل االإدداارريي مدير ووموظف يعمل تحت إإشراافف ررئيس االـبعـثـة. ووسيکكونن مسئولا 
عن صندووقق االنقد ووددفتر االنقد وواالحساباتت وويقومم بالتدقيق لجميع االوثائق ووفقا 
لإجرااءءااتت  AMI االمالية. وويکكونن مسئولا عن االعديد من االمهامم االإددااررية مثل )

قـودد ، وواالـبـريـد ، االـمواارردد االـبشـريـة ، وواالـعـلاقة مع االإددااررااتت االمحلية  ُـ مٌـتـابـعـة االـع
وومقدمي االخدماتت(. وويتوجب عليه أأنن يقومم بمتابعه االترجمة لجميع االأووررااقق 
االمطلوبة . ووأأخيراا ، عليه أأيضاً أأنن يشرفف على فريق من االمترجمين ، وواالطباخخ 

ووعامل االنظافة.

لابد من توفر االشرووطط االتالية في االمتقدمين :
ددررجة جامعية أأوو خبرةۃة عملية في االإددااررةۃة االمالية وواالمحاسبة ، أأوو خبرةۃة في 

االإددااررةۃة ، سوااءءً في االقطاعع االعامم أأوو االقطاعع االخاصص .
االلغاتت االانکكليزية )لغة االعمل االرسمية ، تحدثاً ووقرااءءةًۃة ووکكتابة( ؛ وو يجيد 

االعربية )االقرااءءةۃة وواالکكتابة( . 
مهاررااتت جيدةۃة في مجالل تشغيل االحاسوبب )خاصة برنامج االورردد ووااستخداامم 

االإکكسل بشکكل ممتازز( . 
 .)SAGA(  وويفضل إإجاددةۃة ااستخداامم االبرنامج االمحاسبي

معرفة االإجرااءءااتت  االمتعلقة بالمانحين.
أأنن يکكونن ددقيقا ، وومنظماً بشکكل جيد وويکكونن جدير بالثقة ، وواالعمل بشفافية.

عقد االعمل
مدةۃة عقد االعمل 6 أأشهر مع إإمکكانية االتمديد.

متفرغغ لدوواامم عمل کكامل بالحديدةۃة.
االرااتب سيکكونن ووفقاً لسلم ررووااتب االمنظمة

على االمتقدمين للوظيفة تقديم سيرتهم االذااتية وو ررسالة باللغة االانجليزية 
توضح خبرااتهم وو تحمسهم للعمل بالتفصيل على االعناووين االتالية

  
 (AMI) مکكتب منظمة االمعوناتت االطبية االدوولية

االحي االتجارريي  ­- جواارر مدررسة دداارر االمعاررفف
   ­- تلفاکكس ٢۲٠۰٨۸٣۳٨۸٥/٠۰٣۳

yemen@amifrance.org    االبريد االإلکكترووني   

آآخر موعد لتقديم االطلباتت االأرربعاءء ، 31/يناير/2010 مم . في االساعة 
4.00 مساءًء   

االطلباتت االتي لا تتوفر فيها االشرووطط االمذکكوررةۃة أأعلاهه ، لن ينظر فيها.
 سيتم االتوااصل فقط بالعددد االمختارر من االمرشحين للمقابلة االشخصية. 
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Vacancy 
Announcement

By: Mohammad Bin Salam

SANA’A, JAN. 9 –  for the consecutive 

sixty seventh day, fierce battles con-

tinued between armed Houthis and the 
Saudi army on the Yemeni-Saudi  bor-
ders in which, the Mounts of Al-Modod 
and Al-Romaih were a target of the 
Saudi army to gain control of. 

Some of the air raids were only ten 
kilometers away from the battles, ac-

cording to the Houthis.
Houthis reports distributed to media 

outlets last Friday, said that Saudi air 
force is launching thousands missiles 
over areas in Sa’ada governorates. The 
shell was extended to include areas to 
the south, west and middle of Sa’ada.

A statement by Houthis mentioned 
that the Saudis  and groups of the Ye-

meni forces, were trying  to penetrate 
into areas near the Mount of Al-Modod 
using fire, but Houthis confronted them 
and stopped their penetration.

The statement added that, “ the Saudi 
air forces shelled areas in Sa’ada like 
Sabr, Razeh and Bain Mo’ath with more 
than 1480 missiles before penetrating 
into it. Among the missiles, there were 
also smoke missiles.”

Houthis said that they shelled a Saudi 
army group in Al-Kobah.

In another statement, Houthis said 
that the Saudi air force launched 8 in-

tensified air raids on Al-Shagaf, Sahar 
and Al-Ga’mala areas.

The Saudi air shelling was also inten-

sified on areas like Al-Jabere, Al-Mala-

heth and Mothalath Shada. 
At the Yemeni forces -Houthis front-

line, a statement by Houthis informed 
of the penetration by the Yemeni forces 
into areas adjacent to Sa’ada, to unlock 
the siege on the military site of Al-
Sam’e. Houthis, for their part, said that 
they confronted the assault but injured 
and killed people were the result of the 

confrontations. 

About five air raids were launched by 
the Yemeni air force into Wade’a,  Al-
Shanan Forts in Al-Jawf and Farwa in 
which 15 people were killed and 4 were 
inured.

“ The army was able to destroy many 
Houthi sites in Haidan and Qolat Asem 
where many of Houthis were killed. The 
Yemeni armed forces crippled a sneak 
try and caused Houthis massive losses,” 
according to the September 26th  site.

As for Al-Malaheeth front line, Sep-

tember Net said that Yemeni security 
soldiers aborted Houthis sneaking at-
tempts to Mounts of  Khazan, Khamb 
Al-Malaheeth and Al-Mazraq.

Many Houthis sites were destroyed 
as well by the Yemeni army. Sites like 
Mounts of Al-Dokhan , Ghafer and 
Shadat as well as areas adjacent to the 
mentioned in Sa’ada, were thoroughly 
checked out by the army. 

Saleh Habra, a Houthi leader, at-
tacked president Saleh’s system on 
Monday to degrade it to the statue of 
illegality. 

Habra stated for Al-Eshtiraqi Net “ 
The system in Sana’a has left no power 
for itself since it allowed and approved 
of the current  killings by the Saudi 
army in Sa’ada.”

He condemned the silence of the 
Yemenis towards what is happening 
in Sa’ada. “ the history will never ever 
forget this silence and the stigma on Ye-

meni  foreheads will never vanish.” He 
added.

Mocking at the Yemeni system was 
the tone Habra used when talking about 
sending Yemeni soldiers as human ar-
mors for the Saudi army. Referring to 
the  recent parliamentary discussions on 
topics such as circumcision of women, 
he  commented that this was an evi-
dence of the level to which the parlia-

ment had degraded.

By: Mamhoud Assamiee

SANA'A, JAN. 10- Yemen has paid 
heavy prices for terrorism's, said Dep-

uty Prime Minister for Defense and Se-

curity Affairs Rashad al-Alimi.
"Terrorism has destroyed the coun-

try's infrastructure, hit tourism industry 
as Yemen was expecting to receive one 
million tourists and hundreds thousands 
of people who were working in tour-
ism, lost their jobs because of terror-
ism," said the Deputy Prime Minister 
for Defense and Security Affairs  in a 
conference held on Thursday on devel-
opments in Yemen.

He added that additional excessive 
wages have been imposed on ships 
coming to Yemen; Yemeni ports have 
been blacklisted by Europeans hinder-
ing trade ships coming to Yemen. Fur-
thermore, great development projects 
have been crippled after the govern-

ment spent the funds allocated for them 
in fighting terrorism.

Regarding the latest announcement 
by Somali Youth Movement on sup-

porting Al-Qaeda operatives in Yemen, 
he said that Yemen had earlier warned 
the international community of Soma-

lia turning into another Taliban and that 
what is happening in Somalia is the re-

sult of international community ignor-
ing the issue of Somalia.

"We have strengthened Yemeni Coast 
Guards. We have also enhanced our re-

lations with neighboring countries, like 
Djibouti and the new Somali govern-

ment, in order to secure water passages. 
Besides, our cooperation with interna-

tional forces existing in regional waters 
will play a significant role in tightening 
security," he said.

Over Yemen's efforts to fight Al-
Qaeda and the number the terrorist ele-

ments in the country, he said Yemen has 
achieved great successes. Al- Qaeda has 
carried out 61 attacks in Yemen since 
1992 until now; the government has 
been able to foil 15 attack attempts. 

He summed up the government ef-
forts in deterring Al Qaeda as cracking 
down on Al Qaeda elements and refer-
ring tens of them to justice, signing se-

curity treaties with European countries 
and with the United Sates and holding 
dialogues with misguided youth, all re-

sulting in rehabilitating 600 persons and 
integrating them back in the society.

But Al-Alimi did not give exact num-

ber of Al-Qaeda elements in Yemen "it 
is difficult to give specific number due 
to a lack of statistics. We have some 
imprisoned elements, other are still in 
large and sleeping cells."

Regarding the Nigerian citizen Ab-

dul-Mutaleb, who allegedly brought 
explosives from Yemen to explode 
the US passengers jet, Al-Alimi said 
Abdul-Mutaleb came to Yemen first in 
2004 for studying in Sana'a Language 
Institute and remained in the country 

until 2005. He then went to England in 
2005 and lived there till 2008. During 
the period he lived in Britain, he was 
attracted by extremists there, while he 
was studying for a post graduate. He 
returned to Yemen in 2009 to study at 
the same institute.

"Hence, I affirm two things; the first 
is that he was recruited in Britain, not 
in Yemen and the second is that he 
brought the explosives from Nigeria. 
Dutch general prosecutor confirmed 
that the Nigerian citizen did not get the 
explosives from Yemen but from Nige-

ria," he said.

Regarding arguments that the direct 
US interference in Yemen will strength-

en the Al-Qaeda to wage more attacks 
and win the sympathy of the Yemeni 
people, the Deputy Prime Minister for 
Defense and Security Affairs said the 
cooperation between Yemen and the 
United States of America is limited to 
only sharing intelligence information 
and technical support and that the raids 
launched against Al-Qaeda elements 
are 100 percent Yemeni.

Regarding the fate of German and 
British citizens, he said there is infor-
mation which confirms that the five 
German citizens and one British are 
still alive and they maybe somewhere 
in the areas of Mareb, Jawf and Sa'ada. 
"Information reveals they are in Sa'ada 
and are used by Houthis to cure their 
injured militias who are fighting the 
army."

With respect to the  British Prime 
Minister, Gordon Brown’s  call to hold  
a conference, this month, in London to 
support  Yemen, Al-Alimi  welcomed 
British and American support to Yemen 
via this conference, saying preparations 

are underway and  Yemen is preparing  
working papers on its efforts in fight-
ing  corruption and the aid they need to 
overcome  the  obstacles.

“We expect the conference to result 
in commitments to support Yemen, 
dealing with unemployment and human 
issues in Yemen and development sup-

port help finding work opportunities to 
unemployed,” he said.

Over failed assassination attempt 
against Saudi Deputy Minister of Inte-

rior Mohammad Bin Nayef and coop-

eration  with Saudi Arabia in fighting  
terrorism, Al-Alimi said a Pakistani and 
Saudi national  were behind plotting for 
the attack and they were killed in latest 
raids waged by the recent raids against 
Al-Qaeda strongholds.

He says there is  great cooperation 
between  Yemen and the kingdom in 
field of fighting terrorism and there are 
coordination between the two countries 
to share information on the movements 
of Al-Qaeda elements.

Regarding the size of threat imposed 
by Hothis in north and the separat-
ist movement in the south, the deputy 
prime minister said Al-Qaed is more 
dangerous because it is not only threat-
ening Yemen, but also the whole world. 
"Houthis are breathing their last breath 
and what is happening in some districts 
of southern governorates are lawless 
acts and the police arrests only those 
who are outlaw."

Despite all these challenges fac-

ing the country, Al-Alimi assures that 
Yemen is stable and able to face any 
threat. "In the past, the country has 
been able to overcome greater chal-
lenges and now the country is stronger 
than in the past."

By: Mohammad Bin Salam

SANA'A, JAN. 10 – The Joint Meeting 
Parties (JMP) are condemning the way 
President Saleh has chosen to carry out 
discussions in which he has invited all 
Yemeni parties to take part. JMP has al-
leged that Saleh wants to carry out the 
discussions by himself because he wants 
to conduct the dialogue solely with the 
Ruling Party, while neglecting the other 
12 parties that form the JMP.

The JMP accuses Saleh of persisting 
on leading the country down the path 
of failure by all standards, as there is no 
genuine desire on their part to see the na-

tion rise out of its state of crises.

The Supreme Council of the JMP, for 
its part, rejected taking part in any dia-

logue as per the terms of the State. The 
JMP demanded a national dialogue in 
which all political parties take part and 
stated last Wednesday that the Febru-

ary Agreement of 2009 will be the only 
practical reference for solving their prob-

lems.
The statement added that it fears both 

the State and the Ruling Party as deci-

sions taken by the Ruling Party and 
propaganda used by them could serve to 
weaken or destroy the dialogue.

The JMP is relying on the National 
Dialogue as a means of enabling the Ye-

meni people to overcome the multiple 
political and local crises and challenges 
facing them through finding practical 
solutions to their economic and social 
problems. The JMP also condemned the 
ongoing war in Sa’ada and the use of 
force against civilians in Abyan.

Certain terms were laid out by the 
JMP as a pre-condition to their accep-

tance of the dialogue initiative proposed 
by Saleh. The terms and conditions begin 
with the state offering a more democratic 
political atmosphere such as releasing 
people detained and kidnapped by force, 
ceasing trials of political activists and 
releasing banned journalists. They are 
also demanding that the government 
take responsibility for all issues and not 
ignore or abandon some issues and that 
the State creates all possible conditions 
that will bring about an end to the war 
in Sa’ada.

The JMP stipulated that there should 

be legislation which insures that all po-

litical social forces and civil society or-
ganizations are included at the dialogue 
table and that Ruling Party committee is 
to organize this mission. 

The JMP also asked that this dialogue 
be the catalyst which gathers all forces 
together and that they put the interests 
of the country above their own personal 
interests and consider all points of view 
in order to ensure that all parties with a 
vested interest will take part in future 
dialogues.  

For their part, the General Committee 
of the Ruling Party and the National Al-
lied Parties held a meeting as an imme-

diate response to the JMP’s stance. The 
meeting was headed by Abdu Rabo Man-

sour Hadi, Vice President of the Ruling 
Party. During the meeting, the members 
discussed the position of the JMP, the up-

dates of the February Agreement 2009, 
signed between the Ruling Party and the 
JMP, which includes the extended agen-

da of the Parliament, and amending the 
electoral system.

The meeting also highlighted issues re-

lated to enhancing coordination between 

the Ruling Party and JMP. The meeting, 
however, did not reach any consensus re-

garding these issues. 
The dialogue which was supposed 

to take place on January 9th, has been 
delayed for the second time. The Na-

tional dialogue committee, representing 
the Consultative Council (Al-Shorah 
council), has demanded that President 
Saleh delay the dialogue for more than 
three weeks. The Yemen News Agency 
(SABA) stated that the National dialogue 
committee has justified this demand by 
saying that it wants to introduce more 
social issues to the dialogue table.

The National dialogue committee con-

firmed during a meeting conducted on 
Wednesday and headed by Abdul Aziz 
Abdul Ghani, the Chairman of the Con-

sultative Council (Al-Shorah council), 
the need for more time to plan and ex-

pand its coverage of more political and 
social issues. 

The Yemen Times has received a state-

ment that the British government has in-

vited the JMP (seven opposition parties) 
to participate at a London Conference to 
be held on January 27.

A leading company in Oil Field Services 
seeking for:

Experienced safety super visor  

Send your C.V.to:

Email:  horcom@y.net.ye 

Or

Fax: 01 421514

Job vacancy

Yemeni forces fail to confront 

Houthis in some areas

 By: Amel Al-Ariqi

SANA'A, JAN. 10 -Human Rights 
Watch expressed, on Sunday,  its serious 
concerns about Obama administration’s 
announcement   of halting returns of 
Guantanamo detainees to Yemen, say-

ing that this means continued indefinite 
detention without trial. 

“We understand that Yemen poses a 
very difficult problem for the adminis-

tration,” said Letta Tayler, terrorism and 
counterterrorism researcher at Human 
Rights Watch. “But continuing to hold 
Yemenis without charge only increases 
resentment against the United States and 
hands Al Qaeda a recruiting tool.”

Human Right Watch argued that the 
Obama administration completed a pains-

taking review process of the detainees 
last year and cleared about 40 Yemenis 
for release and that these determinations 
do not change because of a bombing, al-
legedly planned in Yemen, without their 
participation or knowledge.

“The Yemeni detainees at Guantana-

mo have been locked up without charge 
for nearly eight years – long before the 
attempted Christmas plot was hatched,” 
Tayler said. “The United States should 
charge only the Yemenis,  against whom 
credible evidence exists and work with 
Yemen on a plan for safely returning 
the rest or resettling them in third coun-

tries.”
The US and Yemen should provide 

released detainees with the necessary 
assistance for reintegrating them into 
society and make them less vulnerable 
to recruitment by militant groups. And 
Yemen or a third country can place re-

strictions on the repatriated detainees’ 
freedom of movement to the extent nec-

essary to protect national security.
The Gitmo was "a specific rationale" 

for the creation of Al-Qaeda on the Ara-

bian Peninsula. The group claimed its 
responsibility of  the failed bombing 
attempt on  December 25 of Northwest 
Airlines flight on its final approach to 
Detroit, Michigan, by 23 years old Ni-
gerian Uomer Farouk Abdulmatalb, who 
was studying Arabic in Yemen last Au-

gust, said Obama.    
The announcement comes while 

Obama has already  missed his original 
deadline for closing the facility  at the 
end of 2009.  He had argued that closing 
the Gitmo is necessary because  the Al 
Qaeda and others have used it as a pro-

paganda tool against the US.
The U.S. is investigating whether a 

former Gitmo detainee released in 2007 
-Abu Sufyan Al-Shihri - a Saudi, now 
based in Yemen and the leader of Al 
-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, was 
involved in bombing flight  plot. 

Despite the announcement of suspend-

ing repatriation of the Yemeni detainees, 
the U.S  government still remains com-

mitted to closing the Gitmo facility, and 
the delayed return could mean they will 
end up in a federal prison in Thomson, 
Illinois, said the White House on Tues-

day. 

 "One of the very first things Al Qaeda 
in the Arabian Peninsula used as a tool 
was Gitmo," said White House Press 
Secretary Robert Gibbs.

"We're not going to make transfers to 
a country like Yemen which is not ca-

pable of handling (the detainees). While 
we remain committed to closing the de-

tention facility, a determination has also 
been made that right now any additional 
transfers to Yemen is not a good idea," 
he added. 

Last April, US Defense Intelligence 
Agency report said that 14 percent of 
former detainees had conducted or were 
suspected of terrorist activities after be-

ing returned to their home country.
Out of the more than 530 detainees re-

leased from the prison between 2002 and 
last year, 27 were confirmed to have en-

gaged in terrorist activities and 47 were 
suspected of participating in a terror-
ist act, according to Pentagon statistics 
cited in the report. 

However the Human Right Watch 
commented on that report saying that 
the American  Defense Department has 
failed to provide identifying information 
or other information to support its claim, 
despite promising to do so. 

Moreover, the Defense Department's 
number apparently includes former de-

tainees who have engaged in "propa-

ganda warfare" by speaking out publicly 
about the abuses they suffered while im-

prisoned at Gitmo detention . Labeling 
such former detainees as having joined 
the fight against the United States fol-
lowing release vastly inflates the number 
of men who may have gone on to engage 
in terrorist activities after release. 

To date, Some 21 Yemenis have been 
released from Gitmo since 2002, 14 un-

der the Bush administration and seven 
under the Obama administration. Two 
have allegedly joined Al Qaeda, one of 
whom was killed in one of the airstrike 
that the Al- Qaeda in southern Yemen 
was subjected to, last month.

Families of the Yemeni detainees at Gitmo protested many times, calling the 

return of their relatives who have stayed there for eight years without trial or 

charges. The protesters act a scene in which they tried to show the mistreat-

ment in the U.S prison which is located in Cuba.

HRW concerns the continued  captivity of  Yemeni Gitmo's detainees

Top official: Yemen has paid a heavy price for terrorism

JMP receives a British invitation to attend London conference 

President holds dialogue with supporting parties and neglects JMP

Dr. Rashad al-Alimi.
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SANA'A
 Deputy Minister of youths and 

sports leaves for Dubai

Deputy Minister of Youths and Sports, 

head of Equestrian Union Hashad Ab-

dullah al-Ahmar left Sana'a on Friday 

for Dubai of United Arab Emirates to 

participate in the meeting of the sev-

enth international group of equestrian 

that will be held in Dubai for period 

from 11 to 14 January.

Al-Ahmar told Saba that the meeting 

would discuss issues related to sport of 

equestrian including support of launch-

ing Arab Equestrian Championship 

again.

He added that he would hold meeting 

with heads of similar unions to discuss 

aspects of the cooperation between the 

Yemeni union and other Arab eques-

trian unions.

200,000 jobs yearly to tackle unem-

ployment in Yemen, says study 

Yemen needs to create 200,000 jots 

yearly to resolve its problem of unem-

ployment, according to a new study on 

labor market in the country.

The study showed that the labor mar-

ket in Yemen is facing a lot of problems 

including increase of the population, 

which create unbalance in offer and 

demand as it was expected an increase 

of population at 9 percent by 2025.

The study said a reason of increase 

of unemployment were the continu-

ing growth of outcomes of universi-

ties which are over need of the labor 

market, and the outcomes of education 

don’t meet needs of the labor market.

The study of the ministry of social 

affairs and labor was submitted to the 

cabinet over within discussion for a 

view related to find jobs for Yemeni 
labor in Gulf labor market.

Workshop on refuge issues in Ye-

men to be held Saturday 

A workshop on refuge issues in Yemen 

to be held on Saturday co-organized by 

the UNHCR and the Danish Refugees 

Council in Yemen in cooperation with 

the Yemeni government. 

The two-day workshop aims at en-

lightening 30 journalists on skills and 

information over the definition of the 
refugees and their relation with the 

hosting country within the Islamic 

Sharea and the international legal 

frames. 

The workshop comes within train-

ing courses organized by the UNHCR 

to raise the level of awareness on refu-

gees issues and to introduce services 

provided by the UNHCR. 

Yemen, UK coordinate to hold Lon-

don conference 

Yemen Ministry of Foreign Affairs is 

currently coordinating with the British 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office to 
take the executive steps to hold an in-

ternational conference for supporting 

Yemen, scheduled on January 28, as 

called by UK Prime Minister Gordon 

Brown, 26sep.net reported Thursday. 

Informed sources made clear that 

Yemen Foreign Minister Abu Bakr 

al-Qirbi and his UK counterpart, Da-

vid Miliband, have been assigned to 

follow up coordination process and 

discuss the mechanisms leading to the 

success of the conference to come out 

with positive results embodying the in-

ternational community's stance toward 

challenges facing Yemen. 

The sources clarified that Yemen 
will participate with a high level del-

egation, noting that the conference is 

expected to be attended by EU, US, 

GCC, Japan, Canada foreign ministers 

and the UN Secretary General as well 

as other countries. 

Eritrean gunboats seize two Yemeni 

fishing boats 
Eritrean authorities have seized two 

Yemeni boasts while they were in the 

international waters and took them to 

Eritrean's Teyo district, Interior Minis-

try has reported. 

Yemeni Coastguards police said 

they were informed of the incident by 

the boats' owners that a piracy act took 

place in the international waters within 

the past two days. 

Yemen security authorities are still 

investigating the case to release the 22 

sailors including their two boats. 

Hundreds of Yemeni boats were 

seized last year including their crews 

and then released after their boats and 

properties onboard were confiscated. 

Pakistani businessmen want to 

invest in minerals field 
Pakistani businessmen expressed on 

Thursday their desire to invest in Ye-

men, especially in minerals field, af-
firming their keenness to establish 

investment partnerships with their Ye-

meni counterparts in the diverse fields. 
This came during a meeting gath-

ered Minister of Industry and Trade 

Yahya al-Mutawakil and the Pakistan 

businessmen delegation currently vis-

iting Yemen. 

The two sides discussed the co-

operation relations between the two 

brotherly countries in trade and invest-

ment areas and the underway steps to 

complete forming the joint Yemeni-

Pakistani businessmen council. 

During the meeting, the Pakistani 

delegation briefed al-Mutawakil on the 

results of its meetings with its coun-

terparts in the chambers of commerce 

and industry in the capital Sana'a and 

Sana'a province. 

Al-Mutawakil welcomed the Paki-

stani investments and confirmed that 
they would receive all care and atten-

tion. 

In this respect ,he noted to the facili-

tates and privileges granted to inves-

tors in accordance with the applicable 

laws and the government's efforts to 

improve the business environment and 

investment climate and the successes 

achieved in this aspect

Yemeni official meets British dip-

lomat 

Foreign Minister Abu Bakr al-Qirbi 

discussed on Wednesday with British 

ambassador to Yemen Tim Torlo the 

ongoing arrangements of holding a 

London conference on the situation in 

Yemen. 

The Yemeni official and the British 
diplomat reviewed the coordination 

between the two countries to ensure the 

success of the conference. 

At the meeting, the ambassador said 

that the call of British Prime Minister 

Gordon for this conference aims to 

support Yemen economically and in 

security and enable it to fight terror-
ism. 

183 people arrested due to commit-

ting crimes 

Security authorities have seized 183 

suspects of crimes and criminal acts 

which happened last Sunday and 

caused four deaths and eighteen inju-

ries. 

Security reports showed that 63 men 

and eight women were involved with 

tiny crimes such as attacks, threats and 

stealing. 

Suspects with enormous crimes 

reached 112 including 5 suspects of 

deliberate murder, 14 Saada civilians 

suspected to be related to Houthis. 

According to security reports, the 

crimes distributed on the rest of sus-

pects. 

The reports also showed that 15 

suspects are distributed on different 

crimes with public danger. 

HUDEIDAH
Micro enterprises fund supported 

237 beneficiaries in 2009 
The number of beneficiaries of the 
loans offered by the Micro Enterprises 

Fund in Hudeidha governorate reached 

237 in 2009 at a total of YR 248.6 mil-

lion. 

Director General of the Fund branch 

Abdo Essa has told Saba that these 

projects contributed to creating job op-

portunities for 669 people. 

He made clear that the loans included 

various kinds of micro projects which 

helped find good income resources for 
the beneficiaries.

SAYON
Needs of affected flood people in 
Hadramout discussed with UNDP

Needs of affected flood people in Had-

ramout province were discussed on 

Tuesday with the UNDP who is fund-

ing a project of helping affected people 

to improve their living standard to 

overcome impacts of the crisis.

The coordinator of the UNDP proj-

ect told deputy governor of Hadramout 

Amr Mubarak that her visit aims at as-

sessing needs of the affected people, 

especially women, through holding 

meetings with local officials and wom-

en societies to impalement the project.

She also said that the project would 

create new resources of incomes for 

women to enable them to meet the dai-

ly needs of life and improve incomes 

of their families.

The deputy governor reviewed dam-

aged of the flood which hit several re-

gions in the province two years ago, 

pointing out to the government efforts 

to pay compensations for the affected 

people.

JAWF
Jawf security committee reviews 

2010 plan 

Jawf Security Committee has reviewed 

in its meeting, chaired by Jawf gover-

nor Husein Hazib, the main bases for 

the security plan for the year 2010 at 

the level of all security apparatuses in 

the governorate. 

The committee also reviewed a re-

port over security situation in the gov-

ernorate and the taken procedures to 

reinforce smuggling and prevent infil-
tration of any rebel elements through 

the governorate outlets. 

In the meeting, the governor affirmed 
the importance of security leaders to 

follow up implementation level of the 

security plan to ensure reinforcement 

of security and stability in the gover-

norate. 

AMRAN
Amran cement factory to increase 

products up to 1.5 mln tons in 2010

Amran Cement Factory is working to 

increase its product up to 1.5 million 

tons in this year, director of the factory 

Khaled al-Maqdami on Wednesday.

During his meeting with Secretary 

General of Amran local council Saleh 

al-Makhlos, al-Maqdami reviewed ac-

tivities and achievements of the factory. 

For his part, the Secretary General af-

firmed importance of the factory in sup-

porting the development in the province 

and its revenues for the state treasury.

In Brief
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By Mahmoud Al-Harazi

For the Yemen Times 

Caught between the 
hammer of poverty and 
the anvil of the law, 
Yemeni street vendors 
are trying to survive.   

Kids who drop out of schools, 
unemployed young men and women, 
and illiterate people, find the streets 
the only outlet for their livelihood. 
They are not criminals as there is 
no law criminalizes the work they 
do, nor traders as the goods they sell 
have no specific markets. However, 
the business community sees them 
as a threat and harshly rejects them, 
while the municipality hunts them 
down, many times destroying their 
merchandize and arresting them under 
the charges of ‘disrupting the order of 
the streets‘.

On Jamal Street, one of the biggest 

market street in Sana'a, officials at 
the Capital Secretariat, from the 
Municipality, target the street vendors 
under the pretext that they are doing 
illegal work. 

The street vendors are often arrested 
by the municipality police, who 
confiscate their goods.

Last September, vendors organized 
several sit-ins claiming that they had 
been subjected to physical violence 
by the municipal police. This issue 
has reached the parliament which 
considers it serious. ''The Vice-Mayor 
has promised me to study these attacks, 
but I still do not have the accurate 
information," said Foad Dahaba, a 
member of the parliament. 

According to Dahaba, the capital 
Secretariat is selling the places to the 
street vendors,   and then try to shoo 
them out.

The capital secretariat employees’ 
random campaigns have started 

annoying the street vendors since 
last May, costing the streets vendors 
millions of Yemeni Ryials, as the 
authorities confiscated their goods 
including more than 300 wheelbarrows 
carrying various goods. The loss 
included loss of perishable goods, 
such as, fruits, vegetables, said Fateh-
Arahman Mahdy Al-Jassaf, Director 
of the Street Vendors Syndicate.

”We do not deny that sometimes 
the street vendors break the city 
maintenance regulations,” he added.

These regulations were issued to 
organise and improve the overall 
‘look’ of the city's streets. Only one 
article mentioned the street vendors. 
The article said that the traders 
whether they are stores owners or 
street vendors should get permissions 
from the municipal office, and that 
the municipal office should allocate 
certain places for the street vendors. 
The law however, does not mention 
the consequences of the breaching the 
law.

''The capital secretariat employees 
are also breaching the law in carrying 
out random inspections, even 
without the knowledge of the capital 
secretariat,'' said Dahaba.

According to Al-Jassaf the employees 
of capital secretariat come to the street 
vendors randomly, and rent army cars 
to extort the street vendors. At times 
the owners of shops on the street, hire 
the employees of capital secretariat 
to remove the street vendors from the 
front of their shops.

Clean Campaigns, aiming to ensure 
smooth traffic flow, keep sidewalks 
free for pedestrians and maintain the 
clean look of the streets continued 
throughout the year, increasing during 
the Eid season time, and getting lesser 
during the normal days, Al-jassaf said.

According to Al-jassaf street 
vendors were prevented from sitting 
on the sidewalks during the last 
days of the holy month of Ramadan. 

Shortly afterwards, the street vendors 
returned, and  the clean employees 
started blackmailing, looting goods, 
arresting, as well as fining with or 
without receipts. 

The excuses of the clean employees 
for their rampant behaviour were: 
spoiling the look of the streets, 
causing traffic jams, effort to improve 
the capital, and that the street vendors 
were selling inferior goods.   

Al-Jassaf noted that sometimes 
gangs and tramps are hired by the 
clean employees, which create a panic 
among the street vendors and street 
hawkers.

‘Our goal is to solve the problem, 
and stop the looting”, said Al-Jassaf.

The Street Vendors Syndicate was 
established in May 2008 and was 
joined to the union of syndicates of the 
Yemen labours in August 2009, with 
an aim to protect the street vendors, 
all over Yemen, from the attacks of 
secretariat municipality, as well as to 
organize the street vendors and prevent 
the shops owners from taking over the 
places allocated to the street vendors.

According to Al-Jassaf the capital 
Secretariat is not responding to the 
Street Vendors Syndicate, because the 
officers of the capital Secretariat claim 
that there is a law which prevents 
the street vendors from using the 
sidewalks.

There are more than 13000 
permanent street vendors, carrying 
their goods on wheelbarrows and 
who are registered in the syndicate, 
in Sana’a city, who sell their stuff 
every day of the year. Seasonally there 
may probably be more than 30,000 
permanent street vendors, according 
to Al-Jassaf. When they are not selling 
goods, they take irregular daily wages 
jobs or don’t work at all.

He said there are still many goods 
and wheelbarrows belonging to the 
street vendors lying in the jails of the 
capital secretariat, which were not 

returned to their owners.
'' When I was arrested, my 

wheelbarrow which cost exactly 
183,600 YR was confiscated by the 
secretariat capital employees.  I was 
being taken to Shuab district in a 
separate vehicle and my wheelbarrow 
was in another, when a man (I don’t 
know whether he was a gangster or an 
official), attacked the vehicle which 
was carrying my wheelbarrow, and the 
wheelbarrow was eventually thrown 
in the middle of the road,” said Sa’ad 
Qaid Mohammed an unregistered 
street vendor. 

Sa’ad he lost more than 40,000 
YR, “My goods contained, pistachios, 
raisins, almonds, hab alaziz, ding, and 
other things.”

“The city maintenance regulations 
focus on two things; to ensure smooth 
traffic low on the streets and to keep 
the footpaths free for pedestrians. 
Street vendors make it difficult for 

pedestrians to use the footpaths who 
then walk on the roads and in addition 
the goods residues thrown in the 
middle of the streets, such as plastics, 
cartons, even the human residues, 
cause traffic jams,” said Mohammed 
Algarbi Omran the deputy capital 
secretariat. 

According to Omran article ten of 
the city maintenance regulation No.10, 
paragraph No.5, says “the following 
is banned, using the sidewalks and 
the streets by the trade shops owners, 
and the street vendors, or the others 
to display their goods or doing their 
works.”. The law also states that the 
ministry office must define specific 
places for the street vendors. 

The regulation enforces fines of YR 
1000 on the street vendors for illegally 
occupying the sidewalks first time, YR 
2000 if the violation is repeated and 
YR 4000 if it is repeated again for the 
third time according to Al-Garb.
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Street vendors rejected by the business 

community and chastised by the state

Street vendors are seen as a threat by the business community which 

harshly rejects them, while the municipality hunts them down, many 

times destroying their merchandize and arresting them under the charges 

of ‘disrupting the order of the streets‘.
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There are more than 13000 permanent street vendors, carrying their 

goods on wheelbarrows and who are registered in the syndicate, in Sana’a 

city, who sell their stuff every day of the year.
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بقلوبب مؤمنة بقضاءء ااالله ووقدررهه 
نتقدمم بأحر االتعاززيي ووأأصدقق االموااساةة االقلبية إإلى 

االأخخ/ أأحمد بن أأحمد غمضانن
االمهندسس/ يحي أأحمد غمضانن

ووإإلى أأُُسرته االكريمة

لوفاةة االمغفورر له بإذذنن ااالله تعالى/

هاني محمد عبدااالله غمضانن
سائلين االمولى عز ووجل  أأنن يتغمد االفقيد بوااسع ررحمته 
وومغفرته  ووأأنن يسكنه فسيح جناته وو يُُلهم أأهله وو ذذوويه 

االصبر وواالسلواانن ...  إإنا الله ووإإنا إإليه ررااجعونن

           االمعزوونن:
االأستاذذةة/ ناددية عبد االعزيز االسقافف  

االناشر/ررئيس االتحرير
مم/ خير االدين االنسورر
االمدير االعامم االتنفيذيي

ووجميع موظفي مؤسسة يمن تايمز

نتقدمم بخالص االعزااءء وواالموااساةۃة إإلى
 

االواالد/ أأحمد بن أأحمد غمضانن
االمهندسس/ يحي أأحمد غمضانن
االأستاذذ/ أأکكرمم أأحمد غمضانن

ووإإخواانه أأمين ووززيد محمد غمضانن

لوفاةۃة االمغفورر له بإذذنن ااالله تعالى/

هاني محمد عبدااالله غمضانن

سائلين ااالله عز ووجل أأنن يتغمدهه بالرحمة وواالمغفرةۃة  ووأأنن يؤوويه جنة االخلد، وو يُلهم 
أأهله وو ذذوويه االصبر وواالسلواانن ...  وولا حولل وولا قوةۃة إإلا باالله
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National NGOs Consultant Vacancy

Organization:  UNDP-YEM
Duty Station:  80 % Socotra, 20% Sana’a 
Duration:  2 months
Nationality:  Yemeni

Duties & Responsibilities:

Through a consultative process, engaging NGOs/CBOs established or working on Socotra as well as relevant stakeholders 
such as local councils in Hadibu and Qalansia, Environment Protection Authority Socotra Branch and others, the consultant 
is expected to conduct a survey, including SWOT analysis, on Socotra NGOs/CBOs activities and involvement.  In order 
to enhance the participation of the civil society in community development, gender, sustainable livelihoods, biodiversity 
conservation and resources management, a Strategy is to be outlined, including capacity assessment of NGOs/CBOs, 
proposed capacity building activities, practical tools and techniques  and document Lessons Learned. Socotra Conservation 
Fund, as proposed in the project document, should be especially assessed in a view of its future role of an intermediary 
support organization for other NGOs/CBOs on Socotra. The consultant cooperates closely with the project staff on Socotra 
and in Sana’a and briefs the national project coordinator on the work progress.

Tasks: 

1. Compile a list and verify legal status/scope of work of NGOs/CBOs established or working on Socotra 
2. Review activities and achievements of the NGOs/CBOs using the SCALE methodology (System-wide Collaborative 

Action for Livelihoods and the Environment) and prepare document lessons learned.
3. Assess the organization, technical and financial capacities of Socotra Conservation Fund, 
 and propose measures and capacity development needs of the fund including training scheme, budget and work plan
4. Assess perception of NGOs/CBOs activities, role and level of involvement by local authorities, EPA and other relevant 

stakeholders
5. Propose training schemes, including training work plan and budget, in order to build capacity of NGOs/CBOs 

ensuring their technical and financial sustainability. Main themes relate but are not limited to administrative, legal 
issues, project development and financial management, gender mainstreaming, natural resources management and 
biodiversity conservation, communication, fund mobilization, reporting and other relevant fields

6. Propose a tool to improve cooperation between NGOs/CBOs and local authorities, EPA branch and other relevant 
stakeholders.

7. Assist the SCF in preparation for its intermediary support role in relation to the other NGOs/CBAs on Socotra

Qualifications:
- Post graduate degree in environmental, social studies or business administration or 5 years relevant working experience 

after bachelors degree 
- Training  in monitoring and evaluation will be an asset

Competencies:

- At least 35 years of relevant NGO management, assessment and capacity building experience
- Good practical knowledge of legal, organizational, administrative and financial aspects 
 of NGOs/CBOs, as well as project management
- Experience in capacity building, experience in gender mainstreaming, sustainable livelihoods, biodiversity 
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In the final analysis, it is in the hands 
of the people in charge of this country 
to make our transformation towards 
democracy real and meaningful. It 
would unfortunate if the change in 
Yemen remains merely a show or 
something superficial.  Our politicians 
need to believe in preparing for the 
21st century. To do that, they have to 
internalize some new values.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Words of Wisdom

OUR 

OPINION

COMMON SENSE

This observer has often called on the par-
ties now actively engaged in Yemen in 
one way or another to go back to the his-
torical background of Yemen and try to 
figure out just how the current picture of

Yemen emerged.  This is specifically directed to the
foreign entrants in Yemeni affairs, including some 
of the regional powers that have willingly or not put 
their feet in a very slow sinking quicksand that will 
surely represent the biggest challenge to confront 
them.  Saudi Arabian role in the developments in 
Yemen go back to the First and Second Saudi State 
(1744 – 1818) and (1824 and 1891) respectively (see (http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Wahhabism) and (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia#History).  
The Saudi advance was deeper into Yemeni territory in the former and the Imam 
in Sana'a at the time was for a while compelled to abide by Wahhabi religious 
dictates (destroy domes and large and elaborate tombs).  During the Second 
State, Yemen was mostly under Ottoman rule and the Saudi/Wahhabi alliance 
was bogged down in a struggle for power with their rivals the Al Rashid and Al 
Sabhan clans of Nejd.

After the Egyptian Army, which was backing the Republic after the September 
26, 1962 Revolution, left Yemen in the wake of the defeat of the Arabs (Egypt, 
Syria and Jordan) in the Arab Israeli War of 1967, peace was arranged between 
the surviving Yemen Arab Republic and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the 
Republicans and the Royalists reached a national reconciliation with ease once 
foreign influence was minimized.

Saudi influence in Yemeni politics nevertheless remained strong and the Wah-
habi Establishment in Saudi Arabia was beginning to send "missionaries" to spread 
the Wahhabi Salafi creed and to have the latter replace the traditional mainstream
Shafer and Zeidi sects that prevailed in Yemen.  This was done initially subtly 
and with little fanfare, as the Wahhabis started to first set up "Quranic Schools"
and then Scholastic Institutes for the advanced stages of Wahhabi indoctrination, 
so that by the end of the 1970s and especially with the helms of authority taken 
over by the current President Ali Abdullah Saleh, the Salafis or Wahhabis had an
open mandate to expand as they wish anywhere in Yemen.  These institutions 
also were even beneficiaries of state budget funds as the Wahhabi Scholastic In-
stitutes and Quranic Schools became merged with the Yemeni public educational
system.  In addition, the religious syllabus of the normal public schools began 
to be infused with Wahhabi teachings.  With ample funding from Saudi Arabia 
and now even the Yemeni Government, the growth of the Salafi Constituency
was eminent.  In addition, other sects were not given any further encouragement 
to educate future generations on Shafer and Zeidi, especially with respect to the 
latter.  The old learning institutes of the Zeidi sects were either closed or faced 
obstacles that prevented them to teach, as informal as such schools were.

As the tensions between North Yemen and South Yemen grew and declined 
from time to time, the regime of Ali Abdullah Saleh, either through Saudi prod-
ding or out of need, began to use the newly established Salafi constituency in
Yemen as paramilitary units, which presumably were to come as Jihadist forces 
fighting against unfaithful radical or leftist guerillas.  The socialist rebels had dug
in heavily in the Central Highland extending from Ibb to Ta'ez and from Utuma
to Al-Beidha.  This of course gave most of the Salafis greater power than the rest
of the citizens of the country and they were accorded more facilities (land, build-
ings and other assets).  It was obvious to most Yemenis that the regime was going 
to give these Salafis, who eventually formed the Islah Party, all the liberty and
maneuverability to make them the number one religious institution.

Yemen was able to give many volunteers to the Mujahideen fighting Soviet
occupation in Afghanistan.   This would enable these groups to gain consider-
able armament training.  This is where Yemeni Salafi leaders like Abdul Majid
Al-Zindani began to gain prominence and were used very aggressively to raise 
the number of volunteers.

With the ample real estate that the Wahhabis in Yemen were able to acquire, 
most of them were given to them gratis by the Government or sometimes "do-
nated" by private citizens, foreign elements of the Wahhabi genre, were brought 
in to teach and train the followers of the faith on paramilitary tasks and further 
indoctrination in the Wahhabi creed.  

With such a large constituency of Salafis, it is easy to see why more extreme
radical Wahhabi groups can easily find nests to roost in as they escape from one
hot spot to the next, either to avoid being caught or killed.  After 9-11, Yemen 
was found to be a major contributor to AQ activities, especially in terms of per-
sonnel.  

Despite all the foregoing it is for certain now that the US increased military
presence will not bring an end to AQ or any other propagators of terror or reli-
gious extremism.  While Yemen may have contributed many personnel to Jihadist 
activities, as long as there is ample funding available to Jiahadist activities, they 
will just continue to relocate from one niche to another.

On the other hand, to have American forces also engage against the Houthis 
is not helping one bit against the War on Terror, since the Houthis as the record 
shows have not engaged in any of the bizarre military and para military violence 
activities that the Salafi Jihadists engage in (kidnappings, murder, suicide bomb-
ings and all the other almost maniacal acts that Salafi gangs have been known to
unleash.  President Barack Obama should not be goaded by the likes of Joseph 
Lieberman, who is an extremist of the Zionist genre.  Mr. Lieberman would not 
be serving the interests of the United States if he championed US involvement
against the Houthis, since the Houthis have done nothing to undermine anyone's 
interests in the manner which AQ is suspected of having done so.  What Jo Lie-
berman and the other pro Zionist lobbiests in the US are worried about is that the
Houthis might be a menace to Israel (as they see Hezbollah as such).  In other 
words, those who are vying for US involvement on the side of the regime in
Sana'a are only serving the interests of the Israel, notwithstanding the "newly tai-
lored explosive underwear", which again the Houthis have nothing to do with.

The only reason the observer is pointing this out is that American involvement 
in Sa'ada on top of being suicidal, will lead to large numbers of civilians getting 
killed for no apparent reasons, with respect to the US and AQ would simply
relocate and set up new domiciles, thanks to the ample funding they have access 
to, probably from the newly producing oil fields of the Empty Quarter Desert,
which used to belong to Yemen, but now have been turned over to our gracious 
neighbors up North. 
For more historical background see      
http://www.watchinghistory.com/2010/01/context-in-yemen.html
_________________________________________________________
Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for more

than 20 years. He may be blogged at:

http://com-senfromyem.blogspot.com
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By: Victoria Clark 
The Independent

Afaulty pair of “Made in Yemen” 
exploding underpants have diverted 
the world’s attention to a new desti-
nation. The most physically attrac-
tive and anthropologically colour-

ful, but also the poorest and least known, country 
on the Arabian Peninsula is the one we’re worry-
ing about now.

Within days of the botched attack, on New 
Year’s Eve, Yemen’s foreign minister was beg-
ging for help against an estimated 300 jihadists;
helicopters, counter-terrorism training and money 
were on his wish-list. On New Year’s Day Gordon 
Brown was responding with a plan to host an 
international conference to discuss ways of stop-
ping a country he described as an “incubator and 
potential safe haven for terrorists” becoming 
another Afghanistan. By yesterday Yemen already 
had a pledge of funding for a new counter-terror-
ism unit and reinforcement for its coastguard. The 
US has doubled its spending in Yemen – from
$70m to $140m for this year. Fresh intelligence 
of a planned attack in Sanaa has led both the US
and UK to close their embassies there. Yemen –
or, more precisely, its president, Ali Abdullah 
Salih – is an ally in the War on Terror we have 
been fighting this last decade so it’s nice to be 
lending him a helping hand, but there is arguably 
little we can do at this stage without running a 
serious risk of our efforts rebounding on us.

In an ideal world, President Salih is not some-
one we would like to be doing business with. 
Although far from being a blood-thirsty tyrant in 
the mould of Saddam Hussein, he has maintained 
himself in power these past 30 years by a skilful 
balancing of interests made possible by the finan-
cial blandishments he has been funding from 
Yemen’s trickle of oil revenues since 1986. This 
slowing trickle, the source of three quarters of 
Yemen’s revenues, is no longer enough to damp-
en dissent against a regime that has been branded 
by the American academic, Professor Robert D 
Burrowes, as a “kleptocracy run by and for the 
thieves”. Corrupt, unjust, primitive, criminal are a
few of the adjectives educated Yemenis would
use to describe it.

It is no surprise therefore that President Salih 
has been contending with two serious dissident 
movements for the past half decade – one in the 
north-west of the country, one in the south – both 
of which threaten the integrity of the country. The 
Zaydi Shiite rebels of north-western Yemen hate 
Salih for effectively selling Yemen’s soul to Sunni 
Saudi Wahhabism, a policy that started in the 
early 1970s when Sanaa sought a bulwark against 
the Marxists who had seized power in south 
Yemen after the British departed in 1967. The 
southern uprising against him, meanwhile, is 
rooted in fury at the way the union of north and 
south Yemen has been handled since its enact-
ment in 1990; in late 2004 an influential southern
sheikh named Tariq al-Fadhli, an old friend of 
Osama bin Laden’s from Afghanistan and the 
anti-Soviet jihad but ostensibly a loyal supporter
of President Salih, confessed he wished the 
British would return to Aden, “before lunch, if 

possible!”
Assessing his two dissident movements as pos-

ing a greater danger to himself and his relations 
than al-Qa’ida, President Salih has been expend-
ing the bulk of his resources on them since 2004. 
Billions of dollars’ worth of Russian MiG jets
have been bombing civilian targets in Saada, and 
counter-terrorism efforts have been concentrated 
on harassing and imprisoning journalists, comedi-
ans and dissident politicians, instead of supervis-
ing mosques and schools, let alone uprooting al-
Qa’ida.

Yemen’s jihadists have been at liberty to
regroup since 2006 when 23 of them “escaped” 
from a Sanaa jail run by the central security agen-
cy, the PSO. Just as in Pakistan, there has been a 
credible question mark over the extent to which 
the PSO has aided and abetted the jihadists.

On my last visit to Sanaa however, one of the 
president’s advisers assured me that al-Qa’ida had
moved up the agenda since Salih had realised that 
they had him directly in their sights; an old
woman tending a grave in a cemetery near the 
airport had reported the mysterious appearance of 
a hut among the graves and, in so doing, exposed 
a plot to shoot down Salih’s aeroplane. In 
December, the uncovering of plots against the US
and UK embassies in Sanaa prompted some rare
direct action against al-Qa’ida. With publicly
acknowledged US back-up in the form of weap-
onry and intelligence, Yemeni jets bombed what
the US identified as al-Qa’ida targets.

Instead of making more enemies out of friends, 
and before wading into Yemen as Senator Joe 
Lieberman recommends – all guns blazing in all 
directions and on the side of an unpopular and 
failing regime – we might consider a few factors.

The hearts-and-minds propaganda war has been 
more or less lost in Yemen thanks to the invasion 
of Iraq and the unpopularity of President Salih, 
America’s ally. Yemen is home to many different 
shades of Islamism, many of whom are Salafists 
like bin Laden – the Muslim equivalent of 
Puritans – but the vast majority of whom are not
jihadists, even if they do distrust the West and
reject its values.

The spread of radicalisation in Yemen might be 
slowed if pressure were applied to Yemen’s 
wealthy Gulf neighbours to host Yemeni migrant 
workers and, in the long term, invest more in the 
country.

Our political advice to President Salih might be 
that he needs to decentralise as fast as possible, 
before the country falls apart. Yemen is unlikely 
to become a reliable safe haven for jihadists.
Powers who have sought to dominate Yemen 
since the 16th century – the Ottomans, the British, 
the Egyptians, the Soviet Union – all learned to
their immense cost that Yemen’s tribes are inter-
ested in money and land, not any ideology – 
whether religious or secular.

Iraq’s Sunni tribes were eventually bribed out 
of al-Qa’ida’s clutches. That tactic might work in
Yemen, though the dealings would certainly be 
better handled by fellow Gulf Arabs than by any 
Western power.
_______________________________________
Victoria Clark’s ‘Yemen: Dancing on the Heads

of Snakes’ will be published by Yale in April

This is no country to do business with 
Those powers who have tried to dominate 
Yemen have done so to their immense cost

American intervention 
in Yemen

Every media that is any media is cur-
rently in Yemen. Large media compa-
nies sent their correspondents from 
Iraq, Palestine, Afghanistan or any 
troubled country in the region to cover 

the latest developments in my country. 
Sometimes I feel like a wounded animal with 

vultures circulating the air waiting for us to perish 
so that they can attack and feast. At the rate at 
which news is going, I don’t even think they will 
wait for us perish, they would rather “give fate a 
push”.

No grudges, but it does concern me how Yemen 
is projected in international media. A failed state,
Al-Qaeda haven, the next Afghanistan and so on.
We’ve had some businesses cancelled because for-
eigners don’t want to come to Yemen anymore. “It 
is not safe” is the reason they give us.

Yemen is a country in transition. It has always 
been going through something or the other. We 
need the international community to stand by us, 
not on top of us. 

In my opinion the US intervention in Yemen is
not a positive one. There are many international 
analysts that agree with me. They say, don’t sup-
port the regime, but rather support the people. I 
am not saying ‘ignore how corrupt and weak the 
state is’; I am saying the international community
must support the Yemeni people through reform-
ing the government.

The most significant problem Yemen is facing 
now, is not the security issue or the lack of it. The 
issue is the lost credibility of the state. Yemenis do 
not trust their government anymore and hence will 
not support it. This simply means that no matter 
how many soldiers are distributed in problematic 
areas and no matter how many security groups are 
present on the streets, acts of terrorism or rebel-
lion are bound to happen. And just that in case of
intervention, they would become even more blood-
ier and cause further fragmentation in the social 
texture.

One should not forget that the very  Yemeni sol-
diers who fight demonstrators and attack tribal 
areas are but a part of the same people who dem-
onstrate and belong to the tribes where terrorists 
are supposedly hiding. And, a time will surely 
come when these solders will question their own 
loyalties and that will be the time when, the secu-
rity apparatus, within which even today strong 
tribal affiliations exist, will suffer from internal 
complications. 

What does the USA have to say about the attack
and arrest of Al-Ayyam editors? Are they also ter-
rorists? Or does it turn a blind eye to such viola-
tions as long as the government is on board 
regarding Al-Qaeda and its alleged members.

What I don’t understand is why can’t  the USA 
and other great countries apply pressure on the 
Yemeni government to force it to become more 
just and less corrupt? It’s not like they don’t know
what is going on, they have all the information 
they need. Then why was it that only after the 
Nigerian man with explosives was traced back to 
Yemen,  Yemen has become the center of atten-
tion? 

A day will come when we all look back at these 
times and realize what crucial mistakes are being 
done and how the state and its international friends 
have made Yemen a failed state, not Al-Qaeda and
definitely not the Yemeni people.
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(AP) United Arab Emirates - Dubai 
opened the world’s tallest skyscraper 
Monday in a blaze of fireworks, then 
added a final flourish: It renamed the 
half-mile-high tower for the head of 
neighboring Abu Dhabi, whose billions 
bailed out Dubai amid last year’s 
financial crisis.

Long known as Burj Dubai — Arabic 
for “Dubai Tower” — the building rises 
2,717 feet (828 meters) from the desert. 
The $1.5 billion “vertical city” of luxury 
apartments and offices and a hotel 
designed by Giorgio Armani also plans 
to have the world’s highest mosque 
(158th floor) and swimming pool (76th 
floor).

Its backers wanted the skyscraper to 
be a monument to the boundless, can-do 
spirit of Dubai — one of a federation of 
seven small sheikdoms that make up the 
United Arab Emirates — but the timing 
could not be worse. Property prices in 
parts of Dubai collapsed by nearly half 
in the past year, the result of easy credit 
and overbuilding during a real estate 
bubble that has since burst.

 Riding to the rescue was Sheik 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the ruler 
of oil-rich neighbor Abu Dhabi, which 
pumped tens of billions of dollars into 
Dubai last year as it struggled to pay 
enormous debts.

As officials opened the tapering 
metal-and-glass spire with fireworks and 
multicolored lights, they unexpectedly 
announced it would be renamed Burj 
Khalifa, to honor the Abu Dhabi leader 
who is also president of the UAE.

Thousands of cheering, clapping 
spectators watched as a tally projected 
on huge screens at the opening ceremony 
revealed the tower’s most closely 
guarded secret — its height of 2,717 
feet (828 meters). That made it more 
than 1,000 feet (305 meters) higher than 
the skyscraper known as Taipei 101 in 
Taiwan, which at 1,667 feet (508 meters) 
had been the world’s tallest since 2004.

The tallest building in the United States, 
the Willis Tower in Chicago, comes in at 
1,451 feet (442 meters), although with its 
spire it measures 1,729 feet (527 meters) 

and would be considered even taller than 
Taipei 101. Before they were destroyed 
in the Sept, 11, 2001, attacks, the World 
Trade Center towers both topped 1,360 
feet (414.5 meters). The Freedom Tower 
being planned for the site will measure 
1,776 feet (541 meters), with completion 
estimated in 2013.

The exact number of floors for the Burj 
Khalifa is not known, and could reflect 

how the developer chose to calculate the 
total.

Mohammed Alabbar, chairman of the 
tower’s developer Emaar Properties, 
initially said Monday it had “more than 
200” stories, but he later backtracked to 
more than 165 inhabitable floors, given 
its tapered top. Promotional materials 
sent before the tower’s opening said it 
contained 160 stories.

Developers say they are confident in 
the safety of the tower, which is nearly 
twice the height of New York’s Empire 
State Building.

Greg Sang, Emaar’s director of 
projects, said the Burj Khalifa has “refuge 
floors” at 25 to 30 story intervals that are 
more fire resistant and have separate 
air supplies in case of emergency. Its 
reinforced concrete structure, he said, 
makes it stronger than steel-frame 
skyscrapers.

“A plane won’t be able to slice through 
the Burj like it did through the steel 
columns of the World Trade Center,” he 
said.

Dubai has not been a target of terrorist 
attacks or threats that have been made 
public.

The tower was designed by Chicago-
based Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 
which has a long track record in 
engineering some of the world’s tallest 
buildings, including the Willis Tower.

Ahmed Elghazouli, a professor 
of structural engineering at Imperial 
College London who was not involved 
with the Burj’s construction, said such 
groundbreaking buildings typically 
employ some of the world’s best 
engineers, and go through more rigorous 
testing and require more studies during 
design than standard towers.

“I have no doubt that it has been 
looked after very well in terms of design 
and construction,” he said when asked 
about the building’s safety. “I would be 
much more comfortable getting into a 
building like this knowing that so much 
background work has gone into it.”

Dubai was little more than a sleepy 
fishing village a generation ago, but 
it boomed into the Middle East’s 
commercial hub in the past two decades 
on the back of business-friendly trading 
policies, relative security, and vast 
amounts of overseas investment.

With little oil of its own, Dubai 
relied on cheap loans to pump up its 
international clout during the frenzied 
boom years.

But like many overextended 
homeowners, the emirate and its 

state-backed companies borrowed too 
heavily and then struggled to keep up 
with payments as the financial crisis 
intensified and credit markets froze up.

The sheikdom shocked global 
markets last year when it unexpectedly 
announced plans to reorganize its main 
state-run conglomerate Dubai World and 
sought new terms in repaying some $26 
billion in debt. It got some aid from Abu 
Dhabi’s bailouts.

Dubai’s hereditary ruler, Sheik 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, in 
recent months has increasingly spoken 
of the close relationship between the 
two emirates, declaring in November 
that “Dubai and Abu Dhabi are one” 
and will “be there for each other.” Sheik 
Mohammed serves as vice president and 
prime minister of the UAE federation.

Analysts had questioned what Dubai 
might need to offer in exchange for the 
financial support it received from Abu 
Dhabi, which controls nearly all of the 
UAE’s oil wealth. Abu Dhabi provided 
$25 billion last year as Dubai’s debt 
problems deepened.

“It’s really quite remarkable to have to 
name your biggest and most memorable 
landmark after the living monarch of a 
neighboring emirate,” said Christopher 
Davidson, a professor at the University 
of Durham who has written extensively 
about the UAE.

Burj developer Emaar is also partly 
owned by the Dubai government, but 
is not part of struggling Dubai World, 
which has investments ranging from 
Dubai’s manmade islands and seaports 
to luxury retailer Barneys New York and 
the ocean liner Queen Elizabeth 2.

Emaar’s Alabbar said the landmark 
Burj is 90 percent sold in a mix of 
residential units, offices and other space, 
offering a counterpoint to Dubai’s 
financial woes.

At their peak, some apartments in the 
Burj were selling for more than $1,900 
per square foot, although they now can 
go for less than half that, said Heather 
Wipperman Amiji, chief executive of 
Dubai real estate consultancy Investment 
Boutique.

Amiji said some buyers may struggle 
to find tenants at going rates once the 
tower’s expected high service charges 
are factored in.

The building ranks as the world’s 
tallest structure, beating out a television 
mast in North Dakota.

Early designs for the Burj had it edging 
out Taipei 101 by about 33 feet (10 
meters), said Bill Baker, the building’s 
structural engineer.

“We weren’t sure how high we could 
go,” said Baker, of Skidmore, Owings & 
Merrill. “It was kind of an exploration ... 
a learning experience.”

Work began in 2004 and moved 
rapidly. At times, new floors were being 
added almost every three days. During 
the busiest construction periods, some 
12,000 people worked at the tower 
each day, according to Emaar. Low-
wage migrant workers from the Indian 
subcontinent provided much of the 
muscle.

The Burj is the centerpiece of a 500-
acre (200-hectare) development that 
officials hope will become a new central 
residential and commercial district in 
this sprawling and often disconnected 
city. It is flanked by dozens of smaller 
but new skyscrapers and the Middle 
East’s largest shopping mall.

That layout — as the core of a lower-
rise skyline — lets the Burj stand out 
prominently against the horizon. It is 
visible across dozens of miles of rolling 
sand dunes outside Dubai. From the air, 
the spire appears as an almost solitary, 
slender needle.

An observation deck on the 124th 
floor opens to the public Tuesday, with 
adult tickets starting at 100 dirhams, or 
just over $27 apiece. The ride to the top 
took just over a minute during a visit for 
journalists Monday.

Dubai landmarks like the sail-shaped 
Burj al-Arab hotel and the manmade 
Palm Jumeirah island were visible 
through the haze.

The Burj itself cast a sundial-like 
shadow over low-rise houses and empty 
sand-covered lots stretching toward the 
azure Persian Gulf.

VACANCY
A full time position is now available for a driver at the Basic Education Support 
and Training (BEST) Project funded by USAID.  Under direct supervision of the 
Field Office Coordinator, the driver will provide logistical support and transport 
project staff and equipment within the Republic of Yemen. The base office for 
this position is Hodeida city and most travel will be between Hodeida and Rayma 
governorates.
The driver will be responsible for:

1. Serving as driver of the project vehicle, at all times strictly observing traffic 
laws, sound safety procedures, and courtesy toward passengers, pedestrians, 
and other vehicles; Taking weather and road conditions into account when driv-
ing project vehicles and transporting staff and/or equipment

2. Being constantly aware of the mechanical condition of the project vehicle and 
promptly inform his/her immediate supervisor of necessary repairs and of any 
other matters pertaining to the operation of the vehicle; 

3. Maintaining project vehicles in good order at all times – cleaning, washing, 
polishing, tightening and all other similar details – as required and as specified 
in the daily/weekly check lists;

4. Maintaining project vehicle mileage and service logs

General Requirements:
1. High School Diploma 
2. Valid Driver’s License
3. Minimum of ten (10) years driving experience
4. English proficiency preferred
5. Vehicle Maintenance skills preferred

Qualified applicants should send their CVs with cover letters no later than two 
weeks after the date of this announcement to the following address by mail:

Attn: HR Officer
PO Box 22377

BestYemenOpenings@yahoo.com  
Sana’a,  Republic of Yemen

VACANCY
A full time position is now available at the Yemen Basic Education Support and 
Training (BEST) Project funded by USAID as Field Finance Assistant. This post is 
in the city of Hodeida. Under the supervision of the Finance Manager, this person 
will be responsible for providing accounting services for project activities and his/her 
responsibilities will include:

• Handling the daily petty cash transactions according to AED policies and proce-
dures and recording them in the cash log on a daily basis.

• Preparing training advances, clearances and all related financial summaries.
• Paying out the activities allowances to the participants.
• Reviewing the travel advances request of the field staff and following up on their 

clearance.
• Supporting the technical staff in preparing for their travel such as car rental ,hotel 

reservation ,etc
• Supporting the technical staff for preparing for workshops or training events such 

as hall rental 
• Keeping a daily attendance sheet for field staff.
• Maintaining the field office archive of financial documents and official correspon-

dences.
• Facilitating the procurement process which includes getting quotations and facili-

tating  the payments to vendors.

Qualifications:
• Bachelor degree in Accounting
• Excellent knowledge of Microsoft Office
• Good English language skills, both written and verbal 
• Three years previous experience in accounting 

Qualified applicants should send their CVs with cover letters no later than two weeks 
after the date of this announcement to the following address by mail:

Attn: HR Officer
PO Box 22377

BestYemenOpenings@yahoo.com  
Sana’a,   Republic of Yemen

World’s tallest building opens in Dubai
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In your 15 years of medical prac-
tice, what are the main skin diseases 
which you have seen common in 
Yemen?
There are no special diseases as such 
in Yemen that would not be found 
elsewhere.  Although many a times a 
lack of adequate healthcare or insuffi-
cient awareness regarding the prob-
lems becomes more critical. The most 
common diseases which we see in the 
clinics and hospitals, in Yemen, are 
Eczema and Acne followed by infec-
tious diseases such as bacterial and 
fungal infections. 

Are there any differences in the 
spread of diseases related to local 
climates?
The temperature and humidity alone 
are not reasons for spread of diseases 
but they could play a role in aggravat-
ing the conditions, especially in places 
of poor hygiene, such as in poor areas 
with inadequate water and sanitation 
systems. Obviously literacy and edu-
cation or the rather the lack of them is 
always a disadvantage. Certain dis-
eases such as Scabies which is a skin 
condition caused by a tiny mite, usu-
ally causing a typical itchy rash, are 
more commonly seen in poor areas. 
This is why the first instruction I give 
my patients who appear to be untidy, 
is to go take a good bath and get 
cleaned up before any diagnosis is 
done.

 You will be surprised to know that 
many patients think they have a scary 
disease and their skin is inflamed and 
breaking and eventually it turns out to 
be only a hygiene issue.

Psoriasis is also common in such 
places. It is considered a skin disease, 
but in reality it is the result of a disor-
dered immune system. This disease 
causes cells to build up rapidly on the 
surface of the skin, forming thick sil-
very scales and itchy, dry, red patches 
that are sometimes painful if it 

involves the joints.
Psoriasis is not as common as other 

skin diseases but is has a stigma 
attached to it because of its appear-
ance and it is usually stimulated in the 
mountainous areas, during winter. 
Unfortunately there is no cure but the 
disease can be controlled.

Occupational Eczema is also quite 
dominant among women. It is also 
called the Housewife eczema and is a 
severe skin reaction to detergents and 
bleaches. The skin of certain people is 
extra sensitive to the chemicals found 
in these cleaning products and because 
of their excessive use the skin 
becomes irritant and infected. Between 
30 to 40 percent of the female patients 
suffer from this. Unfortunately there is 
no cure for this and the irritation can-
not be avoided by wearing gloves. 
The only medicine we prescribe in 
these cases is Cortisone, moisturizer, 
antihistamine and local antibiotic to 
reduce the inflation and advice the 
patients to avoid contact with the 
chemicals as much as possible.

Have you seen any changes in the 
dermatology infections or diseases 
in the last say, ten years, of your 
practice?
There is a huge difference between 
the old times and now. One main dif-
ference is that the prevalance of dis-
eases caused by a lack of hygiene and  
a lack of good health practices is rap-
idly decreasing.

However,  though in general, people 
are living better hygiene-wise, Yemen 
still lags behind due to high illiteracy 
rates and difficulty in accessing 
healthcare in remote rural areas.

Many times I read a dermatologists 
comments or expert opinion on 
infertility or sexual diseases. How 
are these two fields related?
There is a misconception regarding 
this matter. The American school of 

thought, in dermatology, does not mix 
these two fields while the European 
school connects them through the fact 
that many sexual transmitted diseases 
(STDs) such as syphilis, gonorrhea, 
chlamydia, genital warts and herpes 
are also skin diseases. Many times 
these STDs, when present, are a barri-
er against conception. So when a 
patient comes to a dermatologist com-
plaining of infertility, we conduct sev-
eral tests to see if the problem is a 
dermatology one and we treat it. We 
also conduct sperm count tests for 
men and when we find out that this is 
a genuinely reproductive system prob-
lem we refer the patient to a specialist 
in this field.

How is the situation of professional 
skin doctors in Yemen? Do they 
have an association or an assembly?
The problem with the medical profes-
sion in Yemen, generally, is that many 
doctors do not spend time improving 
their knowledge and keeping up with 
the latest technologies in their fields. 
This is especially true of doctors in 
government hospitals or those who do 
not have their own clinics. These doc-
tors are swamped with more work for 
less pay and very little motive to prog-
ress. When doctors open their own 
private practices, however, they start 
opening up to the world of knowledge 
especially, as they try to compete for 
the  trust and respect of their patients. 
But still, most private practitioners are 
again too busy treating patients and 
find little time to improve their pro-
fessional capacities. This system by 
its very nature prevents the poor from 
accessing the good healthcare which 
is being provided, at a high cost, to 

those who visit private clinics.
This also explains why most good 

Yemeni dermatologists are working 
only in the private sector.

Also this is why, Yemeni physicians 
abroad are much more skilled and 
qualified. It’s not just that they get 
access to better education and training 
but also motivation and space for 
learning is much more than in Yemen. 
Doctors in Yemen hardly have any 
rights.

Tell me then about the Arab 
Dermatologist League?
The organization holds a regional der-
matology conference once every two 
years for its members from all Arab 
countries and other nationalities could 
attend as guests. Through these con-
ferences dermatologists from the 
entire Arab world connect with each 
other and learning events take place. 
We get to know about latest practices 
in the field and it is especially a good 
occasion for young professionals to 
see the ‘ who is who’ in this field.

The league also organizes other side 
conferences and events and publishes 
specialized magazines for those who 
want to participate and connect with 
Arab dermatologists. I am the focal 
person for this organization for 
Yemen. And this means I connect the 
league with the Yemeni doctors as 
well as provide some of my time for 
the league during its conferences or 
events.

In Yemen, there are two associa-
tions for dermatologists and they work 
independently of each other. Through 
my regional capacity I try to serve 
them both without being part of either. 
It is easy for me to do this as I do so 
through my own company which is 
the Kazen International Group for 
Trading & Contracting and I have 
many focal points in the main cities of 
Yemen.

There are many emerging schools 
for treating skin diseases using tra-
ditional or alternative medicine. Do 
you use this in your treatment? 
Alternative medicine is better if it is 
from authentic sources and tested. 
Because as we doctors use cortisone 
as an anti-inflammatory this treatment 
is bound to have side effects since it is 
eventually a chemical and its exces-
sive use is dangerous. However, alter-
native medicine if it does not work it 
also does no harm.

But when it comes to buying the so 
called “alternative medications” off 
the shelf,  people need to know that 
most of the products sold in Yemen 
are not genuine,  but only  imitations 
of what internationally renowned 
companies produce. Think about it. 
How could these products cost hun-
dreds of dollars abroad and just a few 
dollars in Yemen?

Once I brought a bulk of high qual-
ity cosmetic creams and ointments 
from the USA at a good discount but 
they were rejected locally because the 
purchasing power in Yemen is small. 

Increasingly there is interest in cos-
metic surgery whether to remove 
scars or for beauty purposes. Is this 
medical facilities present in Yemen? 
How good is it?
Let me answer your question from my 
own experience. I started learning 
about cosmetic minor surgery and 
minor construction in 2002. Since 
then I have been professionally learn-
ing about this practice from estab-
lished institutions outside the country. 
When I mastered some operations 
such as laser, chemical peeling, crys-
tal, cellulites treatment; I started ask-
ing patients who come for other cos-
metic issues whether they would be 
interested in these operations. The 
answer was mostly negative. 

I realized that until now, in Yemen, 
there is only a small percentage of 
people who go in for beauty related 
cosmetic surgery. And most of these 
people will not do it in Yemen and are 
rich enough to do it, outside the coun-
try, anywhere they want. 

I’ll give you an example; in 2004 I 
had some Yemeni patients who had 
done cosmetic surgery abroad, and 
who referred to me for follow-up by 
some my colleagues outside the coun-
try. She found out that our laser 
machine is much better than outside 
the country and the result was much 
better, people now a days are aware of 
high quality cosmetics either by laser, 
chemical peeling, Chrystal and minor 
surgery. Yemenis used to consider 
high quality cosmetic products as a 
luxury and people did not want to 
spend a lot of money on them. 

There is, however, a very slow 
growing interest in the cosmetic sur-
gery in Yemen. People are gradually 
becoming aware of the different pro-
cedures. And simple operations such 
as laser surgery, chemical brailing and 
crystal are becoming popular, espe-
cially through the word of mouth, 
once the results are seen.

How do you evaluate the relation 
between Yemeni doctors and their 
patients?
There is mistrust between Yemeni 
doctors and the patients. This is a 
great problem that is based on the low 
economic conditions of the people in 
general.

When doctors cannot afford a 
decent life with their own salaries, 
they start considering commissions 
and sending patients around for redun-
dant tests. They start seeking new 
ways of generating income even if it 
means taking this money out of the 
patients’ pockets through subscribing 
unnecessary medications. Of course 
there are exceptions. But this has 
become a common practice and 
patients have now learnt to handle 
this. For example, many patients tell 
the doctors that they are not from the 
same town and have to travel back 
home as soon as possible. The doctor 
then only prescribe necessary tests. 

However, it the financial situation 
of doctors improves, they will be 
encouraged to uphold the professional 

ethics of this nobal profession rather 
than wasting energies on only trying 
make a living and making ends meet.

But this is only one side of the 
story. Patients also are very much to 
blame for this bad relationship. First 
of all many patients do not take their 
medicines as prescribed and many do 
not come back for the checkup’s as 
instructed. The lack of interest in fol-
low-up usually causes the illness to 
return and  the doctors are wrongly 
held responsible when there is no 
improvement.

In the general medical practice you 
are bound to come across some diffi-
cult patients. Some patients do not 
accept the fact that complications may 
arise and some blame the doctors 
when an operation is not successful. 
For me, I personally talk at length 
with the patient and his or her rela-
tives before I undertake a risky sur-
gery or one that could have complica-
tions. I warn the patients and get them 
to sign an agreement that they under-
stand the risks and are willing to take 
them.

Some patients do not respect doc-
tors and can even get physical with 
them.

We need to ensure that the patients 
are aware and educated enough about 
their medical options. Only then 
would the relation between doctors 
and patients improve. We also need to 
encourage investigation into cases of 
medical malpractice and negligence. 
We have forensic medicines and 
autopsy to discover the causes of 
death and whose fault it was. We need 
to make sure these become public 
records in order to create an environ-
ment of transparency and professional 
quality.

The problem is that accountability, 
in the real sense , does not exist in 
Yemen. So there is no one to say 
whose fault it was and what should 
have happened.

So how do you comment on what 
happened to Dr. Al-Qadasi who was 
murdered last year by relatives of a 
deceased patient?
Murdering Dr. AL-Qadasi was a crime 
and is very sad news for the doctors, 
and a catastrophe for his family. I>m 
sure that there is no reason to kill him, 
but the absence of the law and order 
has brought us to a tragic conse-
quence.

What happened in Dr. Al-Qadasi’s 
case is unacceptable for so many rea-
sons. Ignorance on the part of the 
patients and their relatives, lack of 
order and disrespect for hospitals and 
doctors, and also the shortcomings in 
the rule of law.

No matter what the issue was, there 
is no excuse for brining in a weapon 
to a hospital and attacking doctors.

I remember an incident that hap-
pened when I was a general practitio-
ner at the Jumhouri Hospital in 1992. 
My shift was in the emergency room 
and suddenly I heard gunshots at the 
hospital’s gate. Soon four wounded 
men who were shot and bleeding 
entered. They were escorted by other 
armed men who shot at anyone that 
tried to stop them from entering the 
ER. 

Some doctors even fled the scene 
and I had to shout at the armed men to 
let us do our job and help their wound-
ed men. We just did some first aid and 
basic treatment and needed to transfer 
them to Al-Thawra Hospital because 
it was more equipped to handle such 
cases.

It was a crazy scene and blood was 
everywhere. We eventually got them 
to the other hospital but the point here 
is that the spread of arms and the dis-
respect of the state and its institutions 
creates such chaos. Luckily today the 
spread of arms is much less among 
ordinary people.

Dr. Obad S. Abu Lohom comes from a well known family in Yemen, known 
for its significant contribution to the 26 September revolution and strong 
political and tribal influence. Coming from one of the strongest tribes, Nihm, 
did not stop this gentleman from opting for power through knowledge rath-
er than tribal influence. After graduating in medicine from King Edward 
medical College, he specialized in the USA in dermatology in Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia in Thomas Jefferson Hospital between 1994 and 1997.

After practicing for several years in the States, he returned to Yemen and 
worked at the Jomhouri Hospital as a dermatologist before starting his own 
private clinic - the Specialized Dermatology Clinic in 1988. 

Dr. Abu Lohom participated in many international and Arab Conferences 
including those organized by the American and European Academies for 
Dermatology. After being an active participant in the Pan-Arab dermatology 
conferences especially in the Gulf, he was elected as Vice President of Pan 
Arab League of Dermatologists in 2008.

 ‘I participated in the GCC conferences sometimes representing myself 
and my practice and sometimes representing the government and gave pre-
sentations in some of these conferences, as well.“  says Dr. Abu Lohom, who 
is also  a member of the American Academy of Dermatology and is one of 
the few specialized professionals in laser therapy for cosmetic purposes, in 
the region.

Dr. Abu Lohom is married and has five children. Nadia Al-Saqqaf inter-
viewed him for the Yemen Times.

For more information on available 

cosmetic procedure in Yemen 

contact Dr. Obad Abu Lohom at 

drobad@kicye.com or call the clinic 

at 01-514510/11

4U

Dr. Abu Lohom: We need to ensure that the patients are aware and educated enough about their medical options. 
Only then would the relation between doctors and patients improve.

There is, however, a very slow growing interest in the cosmetic surgery in Yemen. People are gradually becoming 
aware of the different procedures. And simple operations such as laser surgery, chemical brailing and crystal are 
becoming popular, especially through the word of mouth,  once the results are seen.

Dr. Obad Abu Lohom, Yemeni dermatologist and deputy chair of the Arab Dermatologist Association

“Doctors in Yemen hardly have any rights”
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This weekly column is to disseminate health 

information to the readers in Yemen and outside. 

Dr.Siva	
�
   is	
�
   currently	
�
   working	
�
   at	
�
   Aden	
�
   Refinery	
�
   
Company Hospital. Life style diseases and 

cancer prevention are his special interests. 

Complementary medicine and Naturopathy are 

his passions.

By: Dr. Siva

Ansam and Ali have 
been married for seven 
months now. Ansam is 
excited and overjoyed. 
She has just missed 

her period. She and her husband are 
curious to know if they are going to 
be proud parents of a bonny child.

Many married women of child 
bearing age often ask their doctor, 
“Am I pregnant, doctor?”  

Most women are familiar with the 
signs and symptoms of early preg-
nancy, even if they were not preg-
nant before. There is varied observa-
tion of symptoms of pregnancy 
amongst different women. Some 
women who have been pregnant 
before can easily recognize the 
symptoms which occurred in their 
previous pregnancy. Some women 
might have had several symptoms in 
one pregnancy and hardly any symp-
tom in the next! It is surprising that 
the symptoms in each pregnancy can 
be different. Also, a woman may not 
have the same symptoms or the 
same intensity of symptoms during 
each of her pregnancies.

What are the common symptoms 
of Pregnancy?

1. Missing a period
This is one of the most common rea-
sons for determining a pregnancy. 
Women who have regular periods 
will take this as the first sign of 
pregnancy. Only a urine or blood 
pregnancy test, followed by a pelvic 
exam, can positively confirm a preg-
nancy. Occasionally a period can be 
delayed due to hormonal problems 
or anemia, even in the absence of 
pregnancy. When a woman wants to 
be pregnant, she should keep track 
of her periods. She should mark the 
first day of her period on a calendar. 
The first day of the period is what 
determines the due date of the preg-
nancy.

2. Nausea with or without vomit-
ing
This is the most common symptom 
experienced by many women in the 
first three months of pregnancy. 
People call it ‘Morning Sickness’. 
Rarely do women experience this 
symptom throughout the pregnancy. 
The most common reason for this 
symptom is the rapid rise in the hor-
mone estrogen, produced by the 
fetus and placenta. Though most 
women have these symptoms in the 
mornings, nausea can occur at any-
time of the day or night. Most 
women become oversensitive to 
smells or the sight of food. Almost 
anything can trigger a bout of nau-
sea and vomiting. The most common 
foods to trigger morning sickness 
during the first weeks of pregnancy 
are coffee, tea, milk products, spicy 
and strong smelling foods, oily food 
and fish. Women may dislike even 
their favorite foods.

3. Discomfort in the lower abdo-
men and cramping
Many women experience pain and 
cramping sensation similar to what 
they experience during periods. 
These symptoms are noticed in the 
very early months of pregnancy. 
This is because the uterus begins to 
expand as the developing baby 
grows. This discomfort can continue 

for the first few months. Usually it 
is worse on sitting down and getting 
up or on turning from side to side 
while lying down. In the later 
months of pregnancies, some women 
experience pain on one or both sides 
of the lower abdomen. This is 
because of the stretching of the 
round ligaments which hold the 
uterus in position.

4. Exhaustion and unusual tired-
ness
These symptoms are experienced by 
almost all of the pregnant women. 
Exhaustion, tiredness and sleepiness 
are caused by a hormone called pro-
gesterone, which is produced in 
large amounts in pregnancy. 

5. Some common changes in the 
body
For many women, swollen, tender, 
or sore breasts and nipples are often 
the first signs of pregnancy. The rea-
son for this is because there is an 
increased production of the hor-
mones estrogen and progesterone in 
pregnancy. These hormones prepare 
for breastfeeding. That is why these 
changes occur.

6. Frequent urination:
This is caused by the growing uterus 
pressing against the bladder. This 
symptom is worst in early and late 
pregnancy. Sometimes women pass 
a few drops of urine during sneezing 
or coughing. This is called stress 
incontinence. This symptom will 
usually disappear a few months after 
delivery.

7. Feeling of weakness or dizzi-
ness
This is a common symptom which 
occurs in early and late pregnancy. 
When a pregnant woman stands for 
a while, the blood rushes to her legs 
because of the dilatation of blood 
vessels in the lower limbs. This can 
cause a sudden feeling of dizziness, 
or may even lead to fainting.

8. Changes in Mood
Many women face mood swings in 
early pregnancy. Emotional ups and 
downs happen because of hormonal 
changes. Very often a pregnant 
woman bursts out into tears or, gets 
angry and upset for no apparent rea-
son.

9. Constipation
Constipation is due to poor intake of 
food and fluids in the early weeks. 
Later on, these may be due to intake 
of iron supplements that are pre-
scribed for anemia. Pregnant women 
should take enough fluids, salads 
and fruits to relieve this problem.

10. Headaches
Headaches during pregnancy are 
often intense and occur usually in 
the early months of pregnancy. 

11. Feverishness
Many women will complain about 
feeling feverish in the first few 
weeks of their pregnancy. This is 
because the basal body temperature 
rises in early pregnancy.

Pregnancy is a life event for every 
woman. The symptoms of pregnancy 
might sometimes be distressing but 
ultimately, the reward is worth-
while.

Am I going to be a mother?

!
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Towards combating poverty

and curbing unemployment

CSSW Receives a Grant from WUF

The Charitable Society for Social 
Welfare (CSSW) received a grant from 
Western Union Foundation located in 
the United States of America. The 
grant, with a total cost of (30,000) 
US$, comes within the framework 
of its support to Income-generating 
Projects Program carried out by 
CSSW. The program aims at contributing in combating 
poverty and curbing unemployment in the community 
through presentation of loans without interest to needy 

families to enable them 
form small income 
generating enterprises 
to meet the needs of 
their livelihood.

It is worth mentioning that the grant will be allocated 
to provide 2 taxis, 5 french-fries making machines, 5 
motorcycles, 3 small groceries and one clothing shop for 
a number of poor householders in  Amran, Raymah, Al-
Mahweet and Hajja governorates during the 1st quarter 
of 2010. 

FOUNDATION

JUST ANOTHER DAY IN THE CAPITAL (13)

By: Judith Spiegel
For the Yemen Times

“Food?, for food 
you must go to 
the shop, up on 
the mountain. You 
can cook it here 

in the kitchen.” This is the cheerful 
announcement of our guide Salim when 
we ask about our food and beverage 
supply during the next days of hiking. 
So up we go, for the shop. And up, and 
up and up. Finally we find tomatoes, 
onions, tuna, spaghetti, potatoes, eggs 
and cookies. This should get us through 
the days. Except that, when back at 
the camping ground, guide Salim 
announces, with the same cheerfulness, 
that there is no kitchen after all.  

We do have a tent, sleeping bags 
and sleeping mats. That is how far our 
preparation goes for three days hiking in 
Jabal Bura, the mountain range between 
the Haraz Mountains and Hudayda. For 
the rest, we are unprepared. And, apart 
from the non-existing kitchen, there is a 
lot to be unprepared for during this trip 
up and down the mountain.

Like the extraordinary beauty of the 
surroundings. It is early in the morning 
when we start our ascent from village to 
village. On one side of the steep path the 
mountain drops into deep valleys, where 
clouds are still covering the coffee and 
qat trees. Giant cactuses stand as guards 
on the steep slopes. On the other side of 
the path, the rooftops of the village are 

crowded with children and women in 
beautifully embroidered dresses. 

We are also unprepared for the 
children and donkeys running down 
the narrow paths of the mountain. 
With a little embarrassment we stare 
at our professional hiking boots. Why 
do we struggle with the big stones 
and steep steps and do these boys on 
their oversized flip flops run down the 

mountain like it is a flat 
and soft meadow? And 
why does our guide need 
no food or drinks while 
we reach for the water 
bottle or a ginger cookie 
every twenty minutes? 

The next day, we make 
a five hours descent into 
the wild life reserve 
at the other side of 
the mountain. We are 
prepared for the hundreds 
of children asking for 
photo’s, pens and money. 
But not for the women, 
who carry huge and heavy 
bunches of branches 
on their backs, all the 
way up to their villages, 
where the animals and 
the fires need to be fed. 
When asked why the 
men do not do this heavy 
work, guide Salim looks 
surprised.  “No, it must 
be the women”, he says, 

and searches his pockets for a few more 
fresh qat leaves.  

And then down in the valley there are 
the monkeys, tens of them. There are 
baboons all over the place and at some 
point we expect them to ask for pens and 
photo’s as well. But they don’t, they just 
stare. Until a pick up shows up, which 
brings us back to Bajil, a depressing 
town on the road Sana’a-Hudayda. 
There appearing from the dust, as if sent 
from heaven, a bus shows up to bring us 
back to the capital. For a quiet night, or 
so we think. 

But it turned out differently. Because 
while we were walking obliviously 
in the mountains, there was another 
thing we were unprepared for. It was 
the Al Qaeda threat that had become 
serious overnight. Embassies have been 
closing down and more importantly, 
the Western media all of a sudden 
have a great interest in Yemen. Apart 
from the worried messages from 
family and friends, my inbox is full 
with requests from the media from 
my home country (the Netherlands). 
They need information, information 
and information. Because what is this 
country, where all of a sudden the whole 
world has set its worried eyes on?

Radio interviews are set for tomorrow 
morning so there is work to do. First 
there is a restless night where aching 
muscles are pushed to the background 
by brain breakers of how to explain 
in three minutes that Yemeni’s are 

not burning American flags on Tahrir 
square. That Yemeni’s are not all bearded 
men who worship Al Qaeda. That they 
merely consider the Al Qaeda problem 
the umpteenth problem of Yemen, and 
another example of bad publicity for 
their country and their religion.   

Then, there is the early rise for a walk 
in the city, to check whether indeed no 
flags are burnt or big demonstrations are 
being prepared. There are not, life goes 
on like it did yesterday. Tahrir square is 
empty and at the market fresh fruit and 
vegetables are offloaded.  Admittedly, 
some hotels have increased their 
security measures and at a shopping 
mall more soldiers seem to hang around 
than normal, but Sana’a is not exactly 
a barricaded city this day. Or like 
Mohammed, employee of a language 
school says: “this is a little problem for 
Yemen, but big for the world”. 

At 9 AM, the first radio interview is 
given, at 9.30 the next. Shortly after, 
a Dutch newspaper asks for a realistic 
picture of the country.  Could this be 
guide Salim, who is happily chewing 
his qat on his mountain, promising a 
non-existing kitchen? Or Mohammed 
who shrugs his shoulders and reassures 
me there is no problem at all? Or are 
these just one of the many realities and 
unexpected surprises Yemen presents 
every minute of the day. There is more 
work to do. And more travels to make. 
To remote places in the country and its 
people’s minds.

Coming down the Jabal Bura mountain: From a non-
existing kitchen, to baboons, to embassies shutting down
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By: Yusuf Al-Shiraif

Translated by: Eyad Al-Samman

alsammanworld@yahoo.ca

For many times, the Yemeni 
President, Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, appears on TV in 
his sporting wears while 
practicing jogging, swim-

ming, and diving. Some other times, 
His Excellency the President works on 
a computer and browses the Internet. 
All of that for emphasizing his inten-
tion in quitting chewing the qat and 
consequently becoming more vigorous 
and active.

Maybe the Yemeni people imitate the 
president in his campaign for the nation-
al project which the Yemeni President 
himself established under the slogan 
“Yemen Without Qat.” In the regard of 
the qat plant, Yemeni politicians, scien-
tists, authors, and poets have said a lot 
of critiques and satires about it. Many 
public organizations and associations 
have confronted all over the country 
the qat’s catastrophes since 1995. Addi-
tionally in the early 2003, huge public 
demonstrations were organized in the 
whole Yemen and composed of nearly 
5 million Yemenis in a country with 
a population of 20 million. The dem-
onstrations were headed by different 
officials and public entities’ represen-
tatives in an open war amid Yemeni so-
ciety and the qat’s dictatorship. In spite 
of this the situation of being free of the 
qat’s curse is still like daydreams and 
happy wishes. This cursed plant still 
defies everyone and even attracts daily 
more enthralled victims despite all say-
ings about its harms like losing money 
and minds, destroying health, and also 
wasting time, private, and national in-
come.

You will wonder about the courage 
of the Yemeni nation who passed suc-
cessively revolutions and revolts using 
its strong willpower and succeeded in 
becoming librated of the odious Imam-
ate in the north and the British coloniza-
tion in the south of Yemen. This nation 
destroyed the isolation’s walls facing 

the world which extended for centuries 
and started rebuilding bridges with its 
civilized heritages. The Yemeni people 
achieved the miracle of the Yemeni 
unity and held on it forcefully when the 
cession’s conspiracy fought against it 
in 1994. The level of wander increases 
since it is the same people who suffer 
from surrender and spontaneous sub-
mission for the qat’s power.

I was in Yemen during the outbreak 
of the 1962 revolution when suddenly 
the revolution’s brilliant star started 
fading when President Abdullah Al-
Sallal applied himself to condemn the 
qat’s curse, call Yemenis to quit chew-
ing the qat, and threaten of rooting up 
its plants. When the President realized 
that he was swimming against the tide, 
he stopped talking about it.

In 1972, Muhsin Al-‘Aini, then 
Prime Minister of Yemen, returned to 
inflame the war against the qat using a 
different method. He firstly consulted 
Judge Abdul-Rahman Al-Iryani, then 
President of the republican council, 
who was a prominent historical person-
ality and a religious expert character 
and respected by everyone.  Al-‘Aini 
convinced Al-Iryani to issue a fatwa 
(legal opinion) which emphasizes that 
the qat is abhorrent by Islamic law 

(sharia) due to its numerous harms. In 
the same time, Al-‘Aini issued a decree 
for rooting up the qat’s plants planted 
in the lands possessed by the state and 
the lands of endowments on the pretext 
that paying out the money from the 
revenues of such lands on sheltering 
orphans and building mosques is illegal 
by Islamic law. But nobody of the qat 
farms' owners paid an attention to these 
initiatives or rooted up the plants. They 
instead found religious men who gave a 
legal opinion on the legality of planting 
and selling the qat and enjoying chew-
ing it peacefully and contently.

Al-'Aini had not lost the way to con-
tinue his war on the qat. He brought 
from Egypt a shipment of boxes con-
taining an enormous quantity of boll-
worms (cotton worms) which ruined 
Egypt's national crops of cotton. He 
charged persons with deploying se-
cretly the boxes' contents in several 
the qat's farms for the possibility that 
the bollworms could play a national 
role in destroying this cursed plant. He 
thought also that the bollworms would 
crawl, eat the qat's leaves, lay eggs, and 
hatch in millions. After that, the boll-
worms would spread in other the qat's 
farms and devoured all the leaves in-
dicating of the inevitable end for this 

pernicious evil!
It seems that Egyptian bollworms re-

fused to intervene in this case according 
to the ironic sayings of Yemeni people. 
The bollworm abstained from embitter-
ing Yemeni mood and it might enjoy 
and milk the qat's taste with a good ap-
petite. The worm fulfilled the proverb: 
"I came to you Abdul-Moa'aeen to help 
me but I found you the one who needs 
to be helped" whereas the proverb: 
"Try to treat me with the source of the 
ailment itself” did not fit on this case. 
Al-'Aini did not surrender and called 
fathers, poets, preachers, and heralds 
to support his campaign against the qat 
and he gave them financial incentives 
generously. One of those poets, Ahmed 
Al-Mu'alimi, versed a hopeless poem 
denouncing the qat and said:

“And as an opinion to fight the qat

Since the qat is an evil and its cure is 

uneasy

Qat is an insult and a shame on us

Which is soaking us with mud

Qat is a plague and its least harm is

Spending hours without a work

Qat is a time’s killer and it is an evil

For our youths, old men, and middle-

aged men

We live in the space era and we no lon-

ger

Are still living the unenlightened life of 

camels and mules

Our era invades other planets whereas

Some of us still walk barefooted”

When Al-'Aini heard the poem, he en-
joyed it and thought in generalizing this 
poem in the official mass media but he 
retracted when he knew that the poet 
wrote the poem when he was chew-
ing the qat and recited it in one of the 
qat's sessions. In that way, the relation 
between Al-'Aini and the qat's Mafia 
became critical and was a sort of re-
venge. Consequently, Al-'Aini had the 
honour to be dubbed "The First Enemy 
of the Qat" when he said in an inter-
view: "We cannot stay as the sultan's 
idlers, chewing the qat, whispering the 
evil, dreaming, relying on each other, 

lazing and extending our hands for 
others to build us schools, hospitals, 
nourishing us, building plants, reclaim-
ing lands, opening for us universities, 
and offering scholarships for our sons 
and daughters as if we are the time's 
delight of the eye. In another interview 
on the Yemeni satellite channel, Al-
'Aini made right in his opinion against 
the qat when he said that Yemenis in 
the past were not addictive to the qat 
as they are today. They sometimes used 
to chew only some of its leaves. He di-

gressed:" It is true that the qat's session 
is a catharsis for dialogue and joy but it 
is becoming more serious and especial-
ly amid youths and young people who 
are joining consecutively the chewers’ 
groups. Hence, I feel the danger which 
threatens Yemen's present and future." 
This was the tiniest and most provable 
indicator on the credibility and neces-
sity of embodying the slogan of the na-
tional campaign "Yemen without Qat."

Source: Weghat Nazar Magazine

Qat, the cursed plant in Yemen Part I 

Job vacancy

The Embassy of the United States of America announces for immediate job opening within its organization:

“Carpenter”
Performs carpentry repairs on household furniture. Makes doors, doorframes, windows, and wooden shelves, 1. 
makes wooden picture frames. Fixing windows, doors, fixing cloth wardrobes, drawers, cabinets. And build 
shipping crates.  In addition, is responsible for installations for security up grade like safe-haven doors, Locks, 
bolts. 
Also, assists in usual maintenance task and help other technicians.2. 

Qualifications Required
A. Education: 

 Completion of secondary school, with some vocational training.

B. Prior Work Experience: 

 3 years of working experience in the field of carpentry.

C. Language Proficiency:  
 Level II English (Rudimentary).
 Level III Arabic.

D.  Job Knowledge:

Knowledge of use standards for carpentry system, knowledge of general maintenance and activities in FMM • 
section, knowledge of safety in work areas.
Incumbent must have ability to design all kind of wooden work such as furniture, doors, windows, cabinets • 
etc.

E. Skills and Abilities: 

Must have the ability to follow instructions, and be reliable in attendance and performance.

Grade/Salary: *Ordinarily Resident:
 FSN-4 (Full Performance Level) US $7, 849 Starting Salary per annum.

Detailed Position Description is available at http://yemen.usembassy.gov/yemen/vacancies.html

How to apply:

Interested applicants should complete OF-612 or submit a current C.V. (with awards, recommendation letters, 
copies of degrees earned) that addresses the qualifications and requirements of the position, as listed above, and 
send it to the Human Resources Office, American Embassy, Dhahr Himyar Street, Sanaa or via Fax No. 303-182 or 
through e-mail address: hrosanaa@state.gov  no later than January 20 , 2010.

* NOTE:  ALL ORDINARILY RESIDENT APPLICANTS MUST HAVE THE REQUIRED WORK AND/OR 
RESIDENCY PERMITS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION.

Job 
Announcement

Project Manager
A national company involved in real estate development 

project seeks the employment of a for its Aden residential 

project.

The successful candidate is responsible for the overall 

direction, coordination, implementation, execution, 

control and completion of the project ensuring consistency 

with company strategy, commitment and goals, and reports 

directly to the General Manager.

Skills & Education:
Holder of a bachelor degree in civil or architectural •	
 
engineering, with minimum experience in the same 

field for not less than 5 years.

HaveGood command of written and spoken English, •	
 
ability to write reports and deliver presentations and 

literate in computer.

Interested applicants may apply by e-mail to

aalmurayri@gmail.com 

Grassroots management of Muslims' 

extremism and terrorism on a space 

TV. Program............... Soon

All national and international NGOs are called and welcomed to be partners in 

supporting and funding an upcoming youth space TV. program of three parts 

which analyzes and addresses the present Muslim extremism and terrorism.

The program aims at eradicating ideologies that nourish Muslim extrem-

ists and terrorists. It also presents an effective strong strategy for prevent-

ing spread of such ideologies to young people. The work is led by Dr. Sami 

Almoayad,	
�
    a	
�
    medical	
�
    doctor	
�
    and	
�
    an	
�
     influential	
�
    youth	
�
     trainer	
�
    on	
�
    attitude	
�
    and	
�
    
behavioral change. The director of the program is Um Ammar Alkohali, a well 

known Yemeni TV program director.

The	
�
    first	
�
    part	
�
    is	
�
    a	
�
    ten-­	
�
    episode	
�
    show,	
�
    45	
�
    minutes	
�
    each.	
�
    The	
�
    program	
�
    achieves	
�
    
its goals through deep systematic discussions and thoughtful discussions 

managed	
�
    by	
�
    five	
�
    young	
�
    very	
�
    carefully	
�
    selected	
�
    and	
�
    trained	
�
    Yemeni	
�
    persons.	
�
    It	
�
    
will be performed in a very extraordinary and creative way to attract the young 

audience in Arab as well as non Arab countries as the program will include 

subtitles in other languages.

The	
�
    program	
�
    is	
�
    the	
�
    first	
�
    of	
�
    its	
�
    kind	
�
    worldwide	
�
    in	
�
    terms	
�
    of	
�
    	
�
    its	
�
    subject	
�
    and	
�
    goal	
�
    
of grassroots specialized management of  Muslims' extremism and terrorism  

as well as its expected impact on Muslim extremists. If the team gets enough 

support and funding, it will disseminate healthy positive messages to both 

Arab and non-Arab Muslims. At later stages the program could be transformed 

to other types of media such as booklets and articles or Internet materials. 

The program with its three parts would be a unique great reference and strong 

base in the ideological war against Muslim extremists and terrorists. And 

eventually lead to defeating them.

A	
�
    Yemeni	
�
    local	
�
    TV.	
�
    program	
�
    production	
�
    company	
�
    estimated	
�
    the	
�
    cost	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    first	
�
    
part at sixty thousands USD if produced in Yemen and much more if produced 

outside Yemen.

If	
�
    you	
�
    like	
�
    to	
�
    be	
�
    a	
�
    partner	
�
    in	
�
    this	
�
    project	
�
    or	
�
    to	
�
    support	
�
    the	
�
    program	
�
    in	
�
    any	
�
    way	
�
    
please email Dr. Sami Almoayad at: samialmoayad@yahoo.com  the sooner 

the better.



Job Seekers
 The former country 

chief of a premier com-
puter establishment seeks 
placement in an academic 
or managerial position
Contact: 734630757 / 
733523970

 Maher Abdulwahab, 
diploma in financial 
accounting, good in 

English,  can use com-
puter, has experience 
in photoshop,  one 
year experience in 
financial accounting, 
looking for job at any 
company
Contact: 770064937

Abdelkarem 
Abdullah, Bs degree in 
mathematics, experiences 
in designing, 3D max stu-
dio, photoshop program, 
administration, diploma 
in Ms office program, 
good in English, typnig 
on computer
Contact: 771303096

Nada Fahd, a freelance 
translator, BA English 
Arts, English to Arabic

Contact: 734801479
 Experience in admin-

istration, foreign rela-
tions, commercial corre-
spondence, translation, 
internet marketing, high 
skills in search engine 
fields and microsoft 
office, fluent in Englisg
Contact: 733 783 773

 BA in English lan-
guage, diploma in com-
puter and designs
Contact: 713114307

 Mohammed Ahmed, 
Bs degree in French lan-
guage, extensive experi-
ence in translation, look-
ing for job in any field of 
translation
Contact: 777565320 

 Basem, bachelor 
degree in electronic & 
communication engineer-
ing 2007, strong English 
and computer skills, 2 
years of experience in 
international telecommu-
nication company vendor
Contact: 771237220 or 
734158012

Nashwan, bachelor 
degree in accounting, 
very good in written and 
spoken English, more 
than three years experi-
ence
Contact: 771580509

 Saddam Khaled, Bs 
degree in English lan-
guage, very good at com-
puter. Looking for job in 
any company
Contact: 773615746

 Saddam, Diploma in 
English language at YALI 
institute, fluent in 

English, good with com-
puter
Contact:  733211822 

 Nuras Naser, bachelor 
of computer science , 
Osmania university. 
India, diploma in com-
puter programing, Aden 
university
Contact: 736552309

 Rajeev, Indian nation-
al, 3 years diploma in 
applied electronics engi-
neering, another technical 
qualification is DCA 
(diploma computer appli-
cation) C, C++,VB Ms 
word, Ms excel, power-
point, etc. Looking for 
job at any company
Contact: 714331957
  Mahmoud Alharazi, 
Bs degree, secretarial, 
marketing and trade cor-
respondences experienc-
es, fluent in 

English (spoken and 
written), computer 
and typing skills
Contact : 
770643092 

Real Estate
For rent, apparte-

ment consists of 
three rooms, one 
kitchen, two bath-
rooms and a hall. 
Location at Mujahad 
street
Contact: 711140184

Vehicles
Car for sale, 

Hundai Santafe, 
model 2006, 4x4, 
black color, run for 
14,500 miles, full 
option.
Price: 12,500 USD 
(Negotiable)
Contact: 777197961

 Classifieds15

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a 

11 January , 2010

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

For Sale   Required  Available For Lease  For Hire/Rent    Job 
R e q u i re   Situation Vacant   Others

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 
268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, 
Fire Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone 
enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  
202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 
250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of 
Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red 
Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 
7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline                278668/283082 
Egypt Air                              273452/275061
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank    Tel.967-1-260823 Fax:260824
                02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824
  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
  Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350 

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank          274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank         Tel:  01 277224        
                                                Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen     Tel: 01 407030
Arab Bank                                Tel: 01 276585/2
CAC Bank                               Tel: 01 563813  
        

CAR RENTAL

Budget    Tel: 01 309618 / 506372   Fax: 01240958
Europe Car              Tel: 01 270751  Fax: 01 270804

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI     267791

MERCEDES-BENZ  01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM                  203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES  

Computer Education     Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education               Tel:444553
NIIT Quality_ 
 Computer Education   Tel. 445518/7-442073                       
 British Institute for languages & Computer 
                                       Tel: 266222-Fax: 514755

COURIERS

   Sana’a: 440170,  Aden: 248177
   Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988

                           Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469
 FREIGHT 

T FORWARDERS 

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
Tel: 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders   407905
World Link  Tel: 01 444550/441935

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital      Tel. 600000/602008 
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com     Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital       Tel: 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital               Tel: 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital         Tel: 01 246967/66

HOTELS

Versailles Hotel   Tel: 01 425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel    Tel:  01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  Tel: 01 546666  Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel  Tel: 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel   Tel: 01 449871

 INSURANCE COMPANIES

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
 Sana’a   272713/874      Aden: 243490-242476
 Taiz  250029                Hodeidah   219941/4/6
Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13
                                    Aden: 255668                                     
                                    Taiz:240927/34
                                    Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 

5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,      Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/  
272962/43,      Aden: 247617  Taiz: 250345             
Mukalla: 304292,              Hodeidah:   261839/17

RESTAURANT  

Al-shaibani restaurants super deluxe 
 Tel: 266375 - 505290             Fax:267619

SCHOOLS

Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225
Rainbow Pre-School  414-026/424-433
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 
                                              Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools  Sana'a       448258/9
            Taiz       205593 
                   
Al-Majd Yemen School            Tel: 206159

Supermarket  

AL-JANDUL Supermarket.  Tel: 01-422610

Translations  
Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-
French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-
Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.
                          Tel: 01-240515

 TRAVEL  

Falcon Holidays      Tel: 444118 
Al-Nasim Travel      Tel: 270750
Universal Business Travel Center   Tel: 441158/9/60

UNIVERSITIES            

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      
Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
                       Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
                       Aden: 234533 / 234960 

Queen Arwa University        Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University                 Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University   Tel:675567, Fax:675885

مةأرقــام
مه

To particepate 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

Real Estate
Mawr Office

For General and real Estate
Service Contracting  

Furnished and non-Furnished 
houses and villas
Selling and buying all kinds of 
properties 

Tel: +967 1 449383 P.O Box: 169 18
Mobile: 777 448 909

لإعلاناتكم
 

يرجى التواصل مع قسم 

الإعلانات والتسويق على

268661-510306

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI TO HODEIDAH 
AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.
OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS CLEARANCE, 
LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR SERVICES, PACKING 
& WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING 
OF EXEMPTION/EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER AIRCRAFT. 
DAILY TRUCKING SERVICES TO BALHAF

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-440639  
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM /INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

"Montessori house is looking for an English teacher to teach classes 2,3,4 
and 5. We're also looking for a class teacher for class one who is willing to 
teach English, Science and Math. 

Teachers must: 
1. be non yemeni. 
2. have atleast 2 years of experience. 
3. be college graduates. 

Contact Montessori House for more information on the following 
number: 733230010

Job vacancies

Products and Services
Protective Packing
Air, Sea and overland transportation 
(General, restricted cargoes, live 
animals, human remains, project 
cargoes, etc.)
International Door-to-Door services.
Customs Clearance (all points of 
entry).
Chartered flights\vessels services.
In/Out Door storages.
Licenses and other legal documen-
tation services
Trucking & Shifting Services.
Purchasing and procurement

Contact Address:   
Tel: - 967 1 440166 – 440170 
Fax:- 440232
Sana’a Republic of Yemen
WWW. GRIFFINGROUP.COM

company profile

مولد كهرباء وبالمواصفات التالية:-
1-    ياباني 

Maj Diesel 2-   موديل
 SH 9000 DT 3-    قوة

KW 9.33  -4
Three Phase

5- مستخدم 12 ساعة فقط

 للتواصل: 711442971

للبيع وبسعر مغري



By: Abdul Kareem Abu Yazan

Courtesy of Yemenia Magazine

Tareem is an astonishing 
city; whether a visitor 
has written about it, a 
photographer has frozen 
its image in a picture, or 

even a painter tried to capture it with 
his brush, nobody has been able to de-
scribe its grand history, or its myster-
ies riddles and secrets on paper, in a 
picture or a painting. 

Tareem… a most extraordinary 

place

Tareem’s wonders are often disqui-
eting. One may wonder why but the 
answer is simple: it is so challenging 
attempting to settle on where to com-
mence one’s exploration of the city’s 
treasures as it is blessed with three in-
credible attractions: mosques, moun-
tains and land. 

The palaces which still occupy 
this ancient land bear witness to the 
marvelous architecture the city is 
famous for. Tareem’s palaces are so 
breathtaking that they truly defy de-
scription. These palaces provide a 
testament to the residents’ taste for 
grand and timeless beauty. Tareem’s 
wealthy are the owners of this unique 
architecture that dates back more than 
half a century. 

Just as the residents of Tareem 
display grand artistry in terms of ar-
chitecture and erecting palaces, they 
also have great aesthetic taste when 
selecting the names of these places. 
The names of famous Arab cities and 
places such as Al-Ryadh, Asmara and 
Dar Al-Salam have been selected for 
the palaces. 

One of the most famous monu-
ments in Tareem is Al-Renad Fort, 

which was built four hundred years 
prior to the arrival of Prophet Mo-
hammad (PBUH). The Al-Katheer 
Sultans renovated the palace in1938. 
The palace is apparently being con-
verted into a museum in the future, 
where ancient handicraft samples are 
to be displayed. 

Tareem mosques

Mosques, if chosen first to meditate 
in, will fill one with wonder for they 
surround the city, now number ap-
proximately 100 and once numbered 
roughly the same as the number of 
days in a year.

Unfortunately, as a result of age and 
decay, the number of mosques has 
decreased. Some of the old mosques 
have collapsed and been rebuilt as 
one mosque. As a result, there are no 
longer 360, but around 100 mosques 
in Tareem. The list of magnificently 
designed mosques in Tareem is end-
less. There are far too many to pro-
vide more than a few examples.

During this renovation and expan-
sion of mosques, many magnificent 
decorations and designs were inserted 
into the mosques. One prime example 
of this is in the mosque “Al-Jame’e” 
which stands in the heart of the city 
and was built a thousand years ago. 
It is said that Husain Bin Salama was 
made the ruler of Tareem in 375 of 
the Hijri (or Islamic) calendar. This 
mosque was renovated by Bin Sala-
ma three times: in 581, 585 and 960 
of the Hijri calendar. The last time it 
was renovated was in 1392 Hijri, until 
now. 

The mosque’s is estimated to be 
19,110 square feet.  It has eight gates 
and (its 115 foot high minaret is built 
in the middle of the eastern wall. In 
each mosque, there is a minaret, from 

which the Muslim imam call for 
prayer. This minaret is 155 feet high. 
The mosque is on the second floor, 
while the first floor is an Islamic li-
brary named Al-Ahkhaf, established 
in 1972, which consists of Islamic 
scripts compiled and gathered from 
the libraries of scholars after they had 
passed away. 

Al-Mihdhar mosque is another 
example of the mosques in Tareem. 
It was commissioned to be built by 
Omar Al-Mihdhar Al-Saqqaf in 1333 
Hijri. The square-shaped minaret 
is 175 feet high and contains stairs 
reaching to the top. The most aston-
ishing fact about this minaret is that it 
was built from straw, clay and palms’ 
roots. It was designed by the poet 

Abu Baker Bin Shihab who died in 
1334 Hijri and it was built under the 
supervisors of the contractor, Awadh 
Al-Tarimi. 

One of the most beautiful mosques 
is the old mosque designed Imam Bin 
Alawi, which was built in 530 Hijri. 
Clay and gypsum were used to erect 
this mosque. It was renovated three 
times before the minaret was built.  
The mosque is 24 meters long, and 
the square where worshippers pray is 
10 meters in length. 

Tareem’s history

Tareem is considered the religious 
capital of Hadramout’s valley since it 
has always been a center for scholar-
ship and knowledge. 

At the end of the fifth century and 
the beginning of the sixth Hijri centu-
ry, seekers of knowledge from neigh-
boring countries, be it the Far East to 
East Africa were heading to minaret 
this source to quench their thirst for 
knowledge. 

When visiting Tareem, do not be 
surprised to see East Asian-like faces 
or even the darker skin tones more 
often associated with the African 
continent; people from these areas 
and elsewhere have been coming to 
study in Tareem for centuries. Con-
versely, the natives of Tareem, in the 
past, used to travel to India, Indone-
sia, Singapore and the Philippines to 
spread Islam.

Tareem has been an Islamic cul-
tural center for centuries. There are 
many “Me’lamas” in Tareem. A 
Me’lama is a small place where Is-
lamic sheikhs teach young children 
the Holy Qur’an. Abi Mariam is one 
of the most famous Me’lamas in Ta-
reem. It was established in the sixth 
Hijri century and still exists today. 

There are other Islamic schools to 
be found in Tareem in addition to the 
Me’lamas. The Tareem Scholarship 
Association and Dar Al-Moustafa for 
Islamic Studies are a few examples of 
the progress Tareem has made as an 
Islamic center.

Tareem’s location

Tareem is located at a longitude of 48 
degrees east (52 minutes east to JMT) 
and a latitude of 16 degrees north of 
the Equator. According to Captain 
Besh, a British Orientalist, Tareem is 
207 feet above sea level.

Climate

The weather is hot in the summer 
and cold in the winter; it may be dry 
and cold especially in the valleys. In 
general, it is mild and gentle weather 
from time to time.

Traditional attire

There is uniformity to the attire in 
Tareem. The people of Tareem were 
greatly influenced by the Malawians 
due to the immigration of people 
from Yemen to Malawi in the past. 
Upon their return to Tareem, these 

people brought back the attire of the 
Malawians with them. Almost every-
body in Tareem dons the Al-Saroom 
(kelts) and the short jackets associat-
ed with that African country. Perched 
on nearly every head, you can see 
hats, if they are not Sheikhs; the lat-
ter wear the long white dress and tur-
ban. As for women, they usually wear 
the Islamic wimple. Most women are 
housewives. 

Poetry and hunters:
Poetry is in the blood of Tareem’s 

residents. Most houses in Tareem 
boast poets as this gift is bestowed 
upon the younger generation by the 
elder. Abdullah Al-Saqqaf, mentioned 
in his book, Poets of Hadramout’s 
History, that many poets hail from 
Tareem. 

As for hunters, they show great in-
terest in hunting dear and ibex. Groups 
of hunters gather in the mountains, 
particularly in the winter, to stalk and 
hunt their prey.

Family daily gatherings

Tea gatherings are what distinguish 
a family in Tareem from others. This 
ritual was first established in the four-
teenth Hijri century. Upon arrival, a 
guest will find himself served tea as a 
matter of course. 

Other gatherings take place as well 
during various times. Young people 
and children will sometimes gather 
at night on a hill and enjoy their time 
together as only children can. Such 
gatherings usually occur on the sev-
enth day of Tho Al- Hija (the last 
month in the Hijri calendar) and on 
the last Wednesday of Safar (the sec-
ond Month in the Hijri calendar). 

Tareem …a divine and unique 
place 

It is truly a daunting, perhaps im-
possible, task to attempt to list Ta-
reem’s numerous wonders. When 
searching history and trying to uncov-
er its past, one discovers that histori-
ans could not but stand in awe before 
every civilization Tareem witnessed. 
They could not but be impressed and 
record the smallest detail of these 
civilizations.

Tareem is a city where a divine 
presence is felt wherever you head.

Yemen’s first and  most widely-read
English-language newspaperw

ـر 
ـــــ

نش
وال

ــة 
عـــ

طبا
وال

فة 
ـــا

صحـ
ز لل

مــــ
تاي

ـن 
مــــ

ة ي
ســـ

ؤس
مـــ

بع 
طا

مـــ
ي 

ت ف
طبع

Tareem . . . the Capital of Islamic Culture 2010

A History of Scholarship and Aesthetics

Yemenia, Yemen’s nation-
al airline company has re-
cently added business class 
to its passengers in addition 
to the economy and first 
class. Muneer Mohammed 
Jahoush deputy director 
of the commercial affairs 
at the airlines said that a 
number of first class seats 
in Yemenia Boeing 737, 
Boeing 800, Airbus 300 
and Airbus 310 were transformed into 
business class seats while maintaining 
the exact services for those seats as if 
they were first class.

Meanwhile now onwards first class 
passengers on Airbus 300 and Airbus 
330 will benefit from additional ser-
vices and facilities without any extra 
charges.

With these two upgrade operations 24 
business class seats have become avail-
able for Yemenia passengers starting 
from 15th of this month. 
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