
By: Yemen Times correspondent
For the Yemen Times

DHAMAR, FEB. 27 — Two farmers 
from the Jahran district, Dhamar gover-
norate, 70 km to the south of the capital 
Sana’a, took the initiative of uprooting 
qat in their lands and replacing them 
with potatoes, fruits as well as wheat. 

The total area of the two farms to-
gether is around 250 lebnas (11,000 
square meters) and this is the second 
instance in which farmers from Jahran 
district have uprooted qat at their own 
will. Last year, around 1,300 lebnas 
(57,200 square meters) in the center of 
the same district were cleaned totally 
from qat plantations to be replaced with 
food crops.

Local government authorities were 
also present for to witness the uprooting 
of qat, in the land of the two farmers, 
which took place on February 23. The 
local authorities promised assistance to 
farmers for uprooting qat. 

“We the local authority in the gover-
norate of Dhamar are ready to encourage 
farmers who are themselves convinced 
to uproot qat from their lands and re-

place it with food crops,” said Yahya 
Al-Amri, the governor of Dhamar.

The governor promised to provide 
farmers, choosing to uproot qat at their 
own will, with optimized seeds, fertil-
izers, modern irrigation techniques as 
well as agricultural guidance.

Al-Amri commended the step and 
described it as successful initiative and 
an indicator of increasing awareness 
among farmers of the hazards of qat 
cultivation and marketing.

“Qat cultivation exhausts water the 
country’s reserves and the expansion 
of this crop happens  at the expense of 
food crops, which threatens its food se-
curity as qat competes both with food 
and cash crops,” said Al-Amri.

He said that the hazards of qat further 
extend to social, economic and health 
aspects as well, negatively affecting in-
dividuals and the society as a whole.

According to Al-Amri, this increased 
awareness of the farmers of Dhamar 
about the hazards of qat cultivation is a 
result of the cooperation between local 
authorities in the governorate and other 
interested institutions to raise agricul-
tural awareness.

The awareness campaigns organized 
last year in the governorate as well as 
the benefits and assistance offered to
farmers who took the initiative to up-
root qat encouraged farmers to respond 
positively to government calls to stop 
the expansion of qat cultivation this 
year.

In February 2006, the cabinet ap-
proved a decree introduced by the Min-
istry of Agriculture to ban qat cultiva-
tion on agricultural beds.

 The local government banned the 
farming of qat in the Jahran valley of 
Dhamar, considered one of the largest 
agriculture areas within Yemen. Efforts 
from the Ministry of Agriculture  in 
Dhamar had encouraged a number of 
qat farmers in Jahran district to uproot 
the tree, especially after providing them 
with alternatives and technical support. 

Farmers in these villages received im-
proved seeds as well as technical and 
logistic support, provided by the agri-
cultural office and through the General

Authority of Agricultural Research and 
Guidance (GAARG) in the governorate.
Such farmers are also promised priority 
in distribution of agriculture machinery 
and equipment

Ali Al-Rawdi, the General Manager
of the General Company for Potato
Seeds Produce, which is attached to the
Ministry of Agriculture, said that the 
company is ready to assist farmers with 
potato cultivation.

He also added that the expansion in 
cultivation of potatoes is an important 
step in reducing food insecurity in the 
country since potatoes are used in many 
Yemeni dishes.

The two farmers who uprooted the 
qat from their lands this Tuesday said 
that they had uprooted qat at their own 
free will because they were aware of 
the hazards linked to qat cultivation and 
were convinced that uprooting qat to 
grow food crops instead was the right 
thing to do. 

“I uprooted the qat from my land at 
my own will and I am totally convinced 
that qat cultivation is useless, not only 
because it exhausts water storage and 
efforts, but also because it drives young 
students away from education,” said 
Ateeq Al-Bukhrani, one of the two 
farmers who totally uprooted his qat 

trees on Tuesday.
Al-Bukhrani called on all farmers to 

quit qat cultivation and start growing 
food crops which have much better eco-
nomic prospects.

The other farmer, Ahmed Al-May-
badi, said that he decided to uproot qat 

because he lost the opportunity to con-
tinue his education to the qat business.

“Qat cultivation requires round the 
clock efforts and needs you to stay on 
the lands guarding the qat leaves from 
thieves,” said Al-Maybadi
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Farmers now uproot the qat from their farms of their own willing and that is 

an indicator of awareness of qat hazards among some farmers.
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Education Specialist, Combating Exploitative Child Labor in Yemen
 

Position  Summary: 

CHF International seeks an experienced Education Specialist to provide leadership in managing the 

educational aspects of the project in collaboration with the Project Director. 

The program focuses on withdrawing and preventing children and/or youth from exploitative child labor 

through direct education and training opportunities. The goals of the program include:

Raise awareness on exploitative child labor and the importance of education for all children and 1. 

mobilize a wide array of actors to improve and expand education infrastructures;

Promote / provide quality education to children enrolled in the program.2. 

Support research and data collection on exploitative child labor3. 

Strengthen country capacity to combat exploitative child labor and promote education;4. 

Promote long-term sustainability of efforts to combat exploitative child labor5. 

Position Responsibilities:

Lead development of annual work plans related to direct educational services for children and the 1. 

improvement of basic education in the program

Provide technical guidance to partner organization and local Ministry of Education offices for activities 2. 

that improve and / or complement basic educational services for children withdrawn from or prevented 

from entering exploitative child labor, including psychosocial support, teacher training, and curriculum 

development.

Contribute to awareness raising activities for community stakeholders (including parents, community 3. 

leaders, and employers) that promote the importance and benefits of education.
Contribute to developing program approaches aimed at strengthening sustainability and ensure 4. 

continuation of interventions following program completion.

Provide follow up guidance to target schools in order to optimize implementation of program 5. 

activities.

SwcnkÝecvkqpu<
Advanced degree in education, international development, or a related field required1. 

At least 5 years experience in basic education projects in developing countries in areas including 2. 

student assessment, teacher training, educational materials/curriculum development, educational 

management, and educational monitoring and information systems.

Understanding of child labor issues, particularly the specialized needs of children withdrawn from 3. 

exploitative child labor when they enter/return to school, and/or have experience working with this 

target population required

Experience working successfully with ministries of education, networks of educators, employers’ 4. 

organizations, and trade unions or comparable entities required.

Previous work experience in the Arab world highly preferred.5. 

Foreign Language Required: 

Fluent in spoken and written English and Arabic. 

Interested candidates are requested to submit their CV’s and applications by mail to  

info@chfyemen.org   (Please type the position title in the subject box)

The deadline for submitting applications is 10/03/2010

By: Fuad Mussed

For the Yemen Times

AL-DHALE, Feb. 28 — The leadership 

of the Southern Movement in Al-Dhale 

governorate organized a rally on Satur-

day to coincide with the conference held 

in Riyadh to demand support in their se-

cession from the rest of Yemen.

Leaders of the Southern Movement 

in Al-Dhale’ said that the protest was in 

response to a call by Ali Salem Al-Baidh 

by that the movement consider him as 

the legitimate president of any southern 

state.

“This activity is a response to an in-

vitation the movement recived from Ali 

Salem Al-Baidh and it aims to convey 

a message to the Riyadh conference to 

back the southern people in their legal 

demands,” said Shalal Ali Shayi’, one of 

the leaders of the Southern Movement in 

Al-Dhale during the rally.

After the rally, hundreds of protestors 

walked around the streets of Al-Dhale’ 

and repeated secession slogans.

They held up pictures of Al-Baidh and 

green flags according to Al-Baidh’s re-

cent speech from Germany in which he 

invited his supporters to raise green flags 
as a symbol of independence.

 

State of emergency

In the same context, the police and the 

local authority in Al-Dhale announced 

a state of emergency on Saturday morn-

ing.

An official from the local author-
ity said that the declaration of a state 

of emergency aims to maintain security 

and stability in the governorate, and to 

protect residents after rumors of armed 

elements destabilizing the area.

The police says that it has surrounded 

Al-Dhale and closed down all main en-

trances  to the city and  neighboring vil-

lages.

The chief of police in the governoarte 

said that the movement in Al-Dhale is 

not peaceful any more and that it had be-

come armed.

Violence in the governorate

Last Friday, an attack targeted state se-

curity and a high ranking official was 
killed.

However, police in the governorate 

have announced that they have identified 
the people behind an ambush on Friday 

in which the director of criminal investi-

gation was killed.

 Investigations showed that seven men 

were involved in the ambush, leading 

to the murder of Ali Ahmed Al-Halmi, 

along with one of his soldiers. Two men 

present at the scene were also injured. 

The director was heading back from the 

district of Al-Razeq in Al-Dhale. 

Following the attack, a large protest 

took place condeming it and demanding 

more state control in the area.

 

Attack in Lahj

On another front, in the Radfan district 

of Lahj Governorate, unknown armed 

groups attacked two vehicles carrying 

diesel and oil for the Yemen Mobile lo-

cal transmitter station at Jabal Shafan. 

The vehicles were completely destroyed 

by fire.
 In the same governorate ten days ago, 

the home of the deputy governor Yaser 

Al-Yamani was attacked by another 

armed group who opened fire on his 
house. This is the second attack on his 

house. 

According to the deputy governor, the 

attackers were the same perpetrators as 

those responsible for the attack on sever-

al shops belonging to people from north-

ern cities in Al-Hawta in Lahj .

As a direct result, earlier this week 

security officers in some southern cit-
ies arrested 16 men suspected of being 

involved in “secessionist activities.” The 

suspects were carrying anti-government 

signs and leaflets advocating for the 
seperation of the southern governorates 

from the Republic of Yemen.

Others members of the Southern 

Movement launched attacks on security 

officers by throwing rocks in the three 
governorates of Abyan, Lahj and Al-

Dhale last week. As a consequence, there 

has been a series of arrests.

By: Mohammad Bin Sallam 

SANA’A, Feb.28 — The 19th statutory 

conference of the Yemeni-Saudi Council 

was held in Riyadh in the Saudi Arabia, 

in the presence of the Yemeni Prime 

Minister, Ali Mohammad Mojawwar, 

and the Saudi Deputy Prime Minister, 

Prince Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz. 

The two sides signed nine agreements; 

four of which are to finance development 
projects in Yemen to an amount of USD 

114,800,000. 

The amount of money obtained will 

be used to finance projects for generat-
ing power, water and sanitation systems, 

in addition to financing the Al-Hodaidah 
Hospital and equipping laboratories in 

the colleges of Engineering and Educa-

tion in Ta’iz. 

Furthermore, the Saudi Arabia de-

clared its willingness to finance the fur-
ther Yemeni projects promised earlier in 

the London Conference for Donors.

In addition to the Saudi Arabia, dur-

ing the conference, the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC) approved the allocation 

of an amount of 3.2 billion to finance 
specific projects in Yemen, according to 

SABA News Agency. 

The conference was attended by del-

egations from the US Britain, Japan, 

European Union countries and represen-

tatives from the United Nations and the 

World Bank. 

During the conference, the govern-

ment of Yemen presented their strategies 

to combat terrorism, unemployment and 

poverty. On the other hand, Abdul Kar-

eem Al-Arhabi, the Deputy Prime Min-

ister for Economy and International Co-

operation, expressed his dismay over the 

unwillingness some donors have shown 

in fulfilling their promises to finance 
projects in Yemen.  

Al-Arhabi said that there is no time to 

lose, especially knowing that 2010 is the 

last year that the five-year plan can be 
implemented. 

He added that there are specific chal-
lenges that halt Yemeni improvements. 

In particular, problems with the Houthis 

in the north and the secessionist calls in 

the south, in addition to the Al-Qaeda 

presence, are obvious examples.

The Middle East Times newspaper 

asked him about whether or not the Ye-

meni government is responsible for this 

delay in assisting the donors to fulfill 
their obligations toward Yemen. His re-

ply was that Yemen is only partially re-

sponsible.

“Most Yemenis are under the age of 

24. They need opportunities to divert 

them from idealistic traps or political 

directions that may lead them towards 

extremism,” he added. 

Al-Arhabi stressed the necessity of 

creating a calm atmosphere for all Ye-

meni citizens. 

At the end of the conference, the barri-

ers to the starting of these projects were 

discussed, in addition to other possible 

proposals that can be implemented. Fur-

thermore, the improvements that should 

start be starting from 2011 to 2015, were 

debated as well as advice that would im-

prove the way donors are dealt with. 

It is worth mentioning that during the 

conference, held in 2006 in London, 

donations to finance projects in Yemen 
from 2007 till 2010 were approved. 

These donations were offered from the 

GCC and regional funds, such as the Ar-

abic Fund, OPEC Fund and the Islamic 

Fund. The GCC alone offered around 

USD 3.7 billion.

The 19th conference of 

the Yemeni-Saudi Council

Southern Movement demands  

support from Riyadh conference
By: Saddam Al-Ashmori

For the Yemen Times

SANA’A, Feb.28 — Tribesmen of 

Sa’ada held a meeting, with Sheikh Has-

san Mana’, the former

governor of Sa’ada, last Monday. The 

meeting was held to form a negotia-

tion committee to ask President Saleh 

to release Sheik Fares Mana’, an arms 

dealer arrested by the government and 

who is also the brother of Sheikh Hasan 

Mana’. 

During the meeting, Sheikh Hasan 

Mana’ asked the president to form inves-

tigation committees in order investigate 

into the matter of financing the Houthis 
and said that the charges made by the 

government against his brother were all 

false.                                                                                                                                          

 According to media sources, Sheik 

Hasan Mana’ had earlier declared that 

he would reveal the real names of the 

persons who were behind financing the 
Houthis and providing them with am-

munition .  

A tribal source mentioned that people 

from Sa’ada staged a sit-in in front of the 

president’s palace demanding the release 

of Fares Mana’, but were dispersed by 

the security.

According to the same source, around 

one thousand people from Sa’ada gath-

ered in Al-Sabeen Square demanding the 

release of Fares Mana’ who was arrested 

three weeks by the government under 

the accusation of being an arms dealer.

Following the traditional way of seek-

ing forgiveness, the crowd offered Haj-

jar (camels and oxen) to the state beg-

ging it to forgive Fares Mana’, said the 

tribal source. 

It is worth mentioning that the state 

has dismissed Hasan Mana’ from his post 

for his defending his accused brother.

The government has recently pub-

lished, in the Al-Thawrah newspaper, a 

blacklist containing of the names of arms 

dealers for trial in the court. The list in-

cluds the names of Fares Mana’, Jurman 

Mohammad Jurman, Ahmad Awadh 

Maskha, Hosain Abdullah Al-Houthaili, 

Abdullah Mubarak Al-Sagheer and Ali 

Dhaif Allah Al-Sagheer. 

The names published in the black list 

were said to be of those involved in im-

porting weapons from China, illegally, 

using false official forms for the deals. 
An official source said that Chinese 
companies were made aware of this and 

requested to deal with the Ministry of In-

terior only and to confirm the identities 
of the people engaged in the deals.

Tribesmen demand state to 

release detained weapons dealer

By: Saddam Al-Ashmori

For the Yemen Times

SANA'A, Feb.28 — The Ministry of 

Public Health and Population orga-

nized, on Wednesday, February 24, a 

two days consultative meeting to dis-

cuss the National Health Strategy for 

2010-2025. The meeting was attended 

by the prime minister and the country 

director of the World Health Organiza-

tion (WHO).

The discussion gathered together the 

health leadership from all governorates 

of the country and the funding organi-

zations working in health care, to come 

up with recommendations regarding 

the National Health Strategy.

"The objective of the strategy is 

to ensure good health services for all 

Yemenis and to make sure that all the 

Yemeni people have an access to qual-

ity health care," said Dr. Abdul Karem 

Rasae, the Minister of Health.

According to Dr. Rasae the strategy 

also aims to optimize the performance 

of the health system by raising the qual-

ifications of the health personnel work-

ing at health facilities.

“The strategy will focus on raising 

health awareness which will in turn 

contribute to reducing the population 

growth rate of the country," said Dr. 

Rasae.

Dr. Rasae also said that the strat-

egy will identify financial resources to 
support the health services in Yemen 

through creating a health insurance 

system.

The Ministry of Health aims to con-

trol the spread of diseases in the coun-

try as well as controlling the mortality 

rates through this ambitious strategy.

Participants in the meeting pointed 

out that optimizing the health perfor-

mance requires the commitment of the 

health personnel and recommended 

improving their living conditions and 

providing them with training courses, 

in order to motivate them. .

The participants also said that the 

strategy should focus on the adequacy 

of health personnel at health facilities 

and to fill the current gaps between 
availability and demand.

The strategy, which has taken around 

four years for its preparation, will iden-

tify district-wise community needs in 

partnership with donors,  as it is based 

on data collected from health facilities 

all over Yemen, according to the Dr. 

Rasae.

Dr. Rasae also said that the ministry 

is making progress in the health care 

and that the main health indicators 

show this success. For example, the 

child mortality rate (for children under 

the five years of age) has reduced from 
102 deaths per one thousand live births 

in 2003 to 78 deaths per one thousand 

live births and the infant mortality has 

declined from 75  thousand cases to 68  

thousand cases. 

There are now about 3,853 health 

facilities in the public sector. 2,774 out 

of this number are health units, 842 are 

health centers and 237 are hospitals, 

according to the ministry’s statistics in 

2008.

Although the private health facilities 

are much more than public health fa-

cilities (there are 11,694 private health 

facilities), they are mostly centered in 

the main cities, according to the draft 

of the strategy.

The strategy also says that it is dif-

ficult to separate between private health 
facilities and public health facilities as 

the personnel who work at the public 

facilities work at the private facilities 

as well.

The country director of the WHO, 

Sabri Balqasem called on the political 

leadership in Yemen to keep its com-

mitment on optimizing the level of 

health care for Yemeni people.

Consultative meeting discusses 

national health strategy

Farmers in Dhamar uproot qat 
and replace it with food crops

“Although qat can bring cash daily, its 

cultivation is hard and demands all the 

family members to engage in the pro-

cess,” said Al-Maybdai.

According to Al-Maybadi, the effort 

and resource inputs in qat cultivation 

double in winter when it becomes im-

perative to buy a large quantity of cloth 

as a cover to protect the plantations 

from the damage that frost can cause.

“Throughout the winter season, we 

set up cloth tents on the qat plantations 

to protect them from the frost,” he said.

“Some farmers use other techniques 

such as placing cooking gas cylinders 

on the boundaries and in the center of 

qat plantations and lighting them up at 

night, in order to reduce the cold,” he 

explained.

Qat cultivation on the agricultural 

bed of Jahran in Dhamar has been on 

a rise since 2008, when the areas of 

qat cultivation in the district increased  

from 100 lebnas (4,400 square meters) 

to 150 lebnas (6,600 square meters) per 

village, according to a survey conduct-

ed by a technical team at the Ministry 

of Agriculture.

The survey reports that in 2007, the 

area of qat cultivation per village was 

only between 15 to 20 lebnas (660-880 

square meters).

The groundwater of Dhamar basin 

has been on a decline since 40 years 

and has been declining at a rate of 2.2 

meters per year, according to a recent 

scientific study.
The Jahran bed exhausts most 

available groundwater in Dhamar as 

it consumes around 36.5 percent of 

groundwater from the Dhamar basin, 

mostly for cultivating qat, according to 

the study.

The study also indicated that there is 

an increase in random drilling of wells 

in the area and presently there are more 

than 5,000 wells, of which nearly half 

in Jahran.

Qat cultivation dominates around 

25 percent of the agricultural areas in 

the country and consumes more than 

30 percent of water that goes to agri-

culture, according to the Ministry of 

Agriculture.

Qat constitutes around 33 percent of 

Yemen’s agricultural produce and 30 

percent of its population are employed 

in qat cultivation.

Over 3 million Yemenis chew qat 

daily and 60 percent of them are youth, 

according to previous studies.

Around USD 6 million and around 

20 million hours -at an average of six 

hours per individual per day- are spent 

on a daily basis chewing qat.

Usually a qat chewing session starts 

at 14:00 pm and ends at 18:00 pm, al-

though in some cases these sessions 

start at 12:00 noon continuing until 

midnight.

 Qat leaves are considered to be a 

kind of drug, according to the United 

Nations list of drugs, but in Yemen the 

cultivation, selling, buying and chew-

ing qat is legal.

And although many international re-

ports warn that in 15 years Yemen will 

run out of water, the business of qat 

in Yemen is still on rise and forms an 

important source of income for many 

families.

Continued from page 1
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By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

A
ccording to the special-

ists at the Yemeni 

WomenÕs Union, the 

cause of most violence 

and abuse against 

women in Yemen is a lack of educa-

tion or awareness, coupled with wom-

enÕs dependency and weakness. 

ÒSelf worth is very important and a 

pre-requisite to achieve womenÕs con-

tribution to the community. Women in 

our male-dominated culture are sur-

rounded by an environment that 

demeans them. Which eventually leads 

to zero self worth and hence passive-

ness and sometimes dangerous pessi-

mism,Ó explains psychologist Dr. Dia 

Fadhl who is head of the National 

Program for Psychology at the 

Ministry of Health and director of the 

Health and Family Guidance 

Department at the Yemeni WomenÕs 

Union.

Dr. Fadhl believes that 

economic empower-

ment works miracles 

for women. Not only 

does it make them 

believe in them-

selves, but also 

proves their worth to 

their family, espe-

cially to the men. 

ÒIt is not just edu-

cation that would 

make the difference. 

Yes, it is important 

but I have come across so many cases 

where the women were holding high 

degrees and yet were desperate to be 

recognized and appreciated. It is about 

awareness, intellect and economic 

empowerment. When women started 

to earn money, it made a world of a 

difference to their lives,Ó explained 

Fadhl.

The ÒlistenersÓ

The Wiam Family Home is refuge to 

an average of five women at a time. 

The number varies as it totally depends 

on the circumstances and access of the 

abused women to the shelter. The 

Yemeni WomenÕs Union has posters 

and leaflets placed at public places, 

usually visited by women, inviting 

them to visit the unionÕs offices if they 

need help as well as giving them a 

number to call if they were in despair. 

The poster says: ÒDo you suffer from 

violence? Call this number.Ó

The service is free and includes lis-

tening to the womenÕs problems and 

providing them with social and legal 

assistance. It is advertised to the pub-

lic through the unionÕs branches in all 

governorates. It started in only five 

governorates with dense population as 

a part of the Legal Protection and 

Advocacy project, which started 

through funding from Oxfam in 2003. 

These five governorates include Aden, 

Hodeida, Taiz, Hadramout and Abyan.

In 2008, the Yemeni WomenÕs 

Union partnered with UNFPA and 

expanded the services to three more 

governorates: Mahwit, Hajja and Ibb. 

In the same year, Al-Waleed Bin Talal 

Foundation funded legal protection 

services and training in the remaining 

governorates around the country. 

Just a few months ago, an 

additional service was 

launched which is the 

hotline. Now women 

who cannot come to the 

unionÕs centers can call 

and talk about their prob-

lems.

ÒThis hotline service is 

unfortunately not yet 

available 24 hours and is 

not as much as we 

thought it would be. 

Nevertheless, itÕs a start,Ó 

explains Najla Al-Lisani, the unionÕs 

officer in charge of the legal protec-

tion project.

The sociologists who are responsi-

ble for handling the cases of abused 

women who come to the union are 

usually referred to as the listeners. 

ÒWe are called listeners because our 

job is to listen to the distressed women 

first, and then provide consultation 

through this hotline service,Ó laughs 

Shuhd Al-Bukari a ÔlistenerÕ based in 

Hodeida. 

She has been a listener at unionÕs 

branch in Hodeida city since 2005. 

With a degree in psychology and 

experience as a sociologist in girls 

schools, Shuhd is able to comfort 

women and provide them with the 

advice they need.

ÒI have to be 

strong and separate 

my work from my 

personal life other-

wise I will go into 

depression because 

of the sad stories I 

deal with. Sometimes 

I get three or four 

cases a day and I 

derive my strength 

to help those women 

from the happiness 

they get when their 

issues are resolved,Ó 

she said.

But sometimes 

getting the right sup-

port is beyond the 

unionÕs ability or her 

personal expertise. 

She remembers a 

case of a woman 

who came to her 

from Zabeed, which 

is out of the proj-

ectÕs scope in 

Hodeida. 

The woman was 

living in Saudi 

Arabia with her hus-

band and came to 

Yemen, when her 

well-off father died, 

in order to claim her 

share of the inheri-

tance. But her broth-

ers cut her off and not only did they 

deny her of her rightful share, they 

beat her, kidnapped her and threatened 

to kill her and her family. When she 

heard of the unionÕs service she trav-

eled from her village in Zabeed to 

Hodeida. However, Shuhd could not 

do much for her except drafting a legal 

request to be submitted in court on her 

behalf and giving her contacts of law-

yers in Zabeed who could help her.

The social and legal assistance ser-

vice started with the legal protection 

project in 2003. It started off slowly as 

the women were not sure whether to 

trust this service or not. The fact that 

the Yemeni WomenÕs Union branches 

had been providing much appreciated 

community services for decades, 

helped. 

Gradually the union expanded on 

the project and hired sociologists in 

every of the unionÕs 21 branches. 

These women work until 3 or 4 in the 

afternoon and try to be available to 

callers as much as they can. In addi-

tion launching the hotline service 

recently, is expected to extend help to 

many more women.

There are some district offices as 

well, that help to reach women in the 

rural areas but the outreach is still not 

that much. In large governorates the 

listeners dedicate certain days and are 

positioned in the centers of the unionÕs 

district offices in order to encourage 

local women to visit the office and 

avail the service. The specific days are 

announced through the posters and 

through the unionÕs staff.

 ÒThe problem is that women take a 

long time to trust themselves and be 

empowered enough to speak up 

against any violence they are exposed 

to. Sometimes they donÕt recognize 

that they are abused until they talk to 

us. The Yemeni WomenÕs Union works 

with the community to empower 

women not just through this project. 

And I feel we have come a long way,Ó 

said Ramzia Al-Eryani director of the 

Yemeni WomenÕs Union.

As the unionÕs services became 

known through either the word of 

mouth or the posters, women started 

calling. There is no trend as such, and 

no studies have been carried out to 

judge whether calls are related to cer-

tain social or cultural events. 

The cases documented by the union 

show that violence against women 

does not always come from the men 

as it could come from misinformed 

women, who raise their children to 

believe that women are inferior to 

men. The lack of affection and pas-

sionate expressions in the families, 

even between the husband and his 

wife in the bedroom, are causes of 

many of the domestic problems report-

ed to the union and its branches across 

the country.

The listeners have a confidential 

form ready in hand to fill whenever 

they get a call. Documentation is yet 

to be made electronic, but still they 

have documented many of the cases 

they got.

The form includes information on 

the person/ agency reporting the abuse, 

their contacts. Then it includes the 

type of abuse and details on the abused 

women and who did it and their rela-

tion to the violated woman. It also 

includes information whether this was 

the first time and whether the authori-

ty has been notified, and if so what 

did they do.

The women come to the union, 

especially those who are able to get 

out of the house. When they report 

their story, the listener fills a form and 

then decides how the 

case should be followed 

through. Many times 

the cases are solved 

amicably through medi-

ation especially since 

the union is respected in 

the community for the 

services it provides. 

This program is also 

supported with a group 

of volunteer psychia-

trists and lawyers and 

even religious men who come to help 

when needed.

Sina Salem is a listener in the 

unionÕs Mukalla branch. She has is a 

sociology graduate and has been work-

ing with the project since 2004. 

ÒThe unionÕs involvement gives 

women strength and an edge over their 

oppressors. Even if the cases are 

solved amicably and do not reach the 

court, women are empowered and the 

oppressors who are usually the hus-

bands or brothers come to the union 

and relent,Ó she said. She has seen 20 

cases between November 

and January and most 

of the cases were ali-

mony demands of 

divorced women with 

children. ÒI have been 

working since 2004 

and I have seen that 

there are more cases 

every year than the 

year before,Ó she 

added.

If the case needs 

legal action, then one of the pro-bono 

lawyers takes it up and follows until 

there is a breakthrough in favor of the 

women. If the women require other 

kinds of help such as shelter or eco-

nomic empowerment then they are 

referred to the YWU Empowerment 

Center or Wiam Home, just like the 

girl from Hodeida.

Dry culture and lack of passion

Currently there are four girls in the 

shelter, all from SanaÕa. They had 

come to the center directly. Some are 

referred through partner organizations 

such as Arrahama Foundation for 

Orphan Girls. Arrahama Foundation 

often receives cases which fall outside 

its specialization, which is helping 

unmarried female orphans below 17 

years old. 
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Yemen is 134rd out of 134 countries in the 2009 Gender Gap 

Index. This means that Yemeni women are deprived in the four 

main fields addressed in this indexÕs calculations: health, econo-

my, education and politics. Not much statistical information is 

available as to the extent of abuse and violence against Yemeni 

women, although it is quite visible in society. The Yemeni 

WomenÕs Union is one of the leading organizations working to 

defend abused women through its hotline, legal support and 

shelter for abused women.

Aposter advertises a hotline service in Mukalla: ÒDo 
you suffer from violence? Call 05/ 303170 we will help 
you for free.Ó

Economic empower-

ment does miracles 

for women. Not only 

does it make them 

believe in themselves, 

but also proves their 

worth to their family, 

especially the men.

We are called listen-

ers because our job 

is to listen to the 

distressed women 

first, and then pro-

vide consultation 

through this hotline 

service.

The Yemeni WomenÕs UnionÕs Center provides courses in handicrafts, sewing, hair dressing and make up, English, computer applications and internet, and even 
literacy classes basic and advanced.

Violated Women: Part 2/3

Initiatives to alleviate Yemeni womenÕs suffering

If you would like to know more about 
the hotline service call: Yemeni 
Women’s Union Executive Office in 
Sana’a at: 01- 480489
If you would like to know more or 
support the women empowerment 
center or the shelter call: 01-403404
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T
he recent return of Dr. Moham-

med Al-Baradei after having 

served the international com-

munity faithfully and profes-

sionally for over twenty years 

marks an important moment, not just for the 

Arab Republic of Egypt, but for the entire 

Arab World.  This return was greeted rather 

unwarily to say the least by officialdom in
Cairo and certainly the Egyptian official
media considered the hopeful welcome ac-

corded by the independent press and some 

partisan circles to Mr. Baradei as near treason.  It is not so clear why the 

Egyptian people should entertain a fear or even caution of the return of 

a man who has been honored by the international community by a No-

bel Peace Prize.  Mr. Baradei was a man who stressed that any military 

action by the international community against any nation of this planet 

should be based on factual and demonstrated proof of the danger that 

such a nation poses to world peace.  We have seen how the minds of 

entire citizenries can be coaxed into believing that the actions of po-

litical leaderships can be misleadingly outside the context of a sincere 

application of the Social Contract.  In fact there is enough evidence to 

suggest that such actions can sometimes be based on service to evil and 

an accommodation to narrow interests.  

We have seen in the first decade of this Century that when narrow
interests defined policies of nations, the consequences are deadly and
costly, leaving a myriad of social and economic ills that are sometimes 

irreparable.  We were told, for example, that the Òremoval of Saddam 

Hussein” provides sufficient justification for a war that has yet to see
the finale of its ongoing devastation.  However that was not the initial
declared rationale provided by the promoters of one of the most costly 

military and legally dubious military coups in human history.  This 

also does not take into consideration that the intended effort meant the 

elimination of a heretofore non-existent threat of terror, which was not 

backed by any substantive evidence to speak of from any legal or moral 

standpoint.  Mr. Al-Baradei clearly understood this in his former highly 

sensitive position as head of the International Atomic Energy Agency of 

the United Nations and sought to try to diffuse the flames of war, even
when the world found difficulty in rejecting the deliberate efforts to
mix a seemingly genuine ant-terrorism global effort with latent devious 

intentions and a more obvious disruption of world peace.  

But Mr. Al-Baradei stands for more than just the propagation of world 

peace throughout the world.  This observer could not fail to remember 

that about a year or so ago, Mohammed Al-Baradei was in front of the 

official TV cameras of the Egyptian television network (there are still
no independent Television radio or television channels to this day in 

Egypt or in the overwhelming majority of Arab states).  Obviously, this 

interview was only permitted because the man had not then declared 

himself a candidate for the Presidency of Egypt in the upcoming very 

long overdue Presidential Elections of Egypt.  Yet the significance of the
interview could not be easily ignored and the hour or so chat with the 

internationally renowned public servant of the world told the audience 

that the man had more insight and more concern for the pathetic plight 

of not only the Egyptian people, but of the entire Arab World.  This sad 

plight can be seen for obvious reasons, manifested by the failure of the 

political leaderships in the Arab countries to deliver their part of the bar-

gain of the Social Contract.  He mostly talked about the awesome failure 

of the Arab governments in taking advantage of the vast resources of 

the Arab World to upgrade the cultural and educational standards of the 

Nation to keep pace with a rapidly changing world that has no room or 

even respect for the educational and cultural retardation.  Surely, such 

observation is obviated by the pathetic standing of the Arab World and 

its helplessness to confront the highly systematic and humiliatingly so-

phisticated hostility being unleashed by Israel against not only the Arab 

people of Palestine, but as can be seen now, against the entire Mos-

lem World.  Surely, the time has come for the Arab World to instigate 

tangible changes in its political and social frameworks that are more 

favorable to producing a more effective synergy of their vast resources 

and capabilities.  What Mr. Al-Baradei conveyed in that enlightening 

interview was that he had a vision of where the Arab World should be 

and had a clear perception of what ills need to be overcome to realize 

such a vision.  Mr. Baradei knew well that the Arab people; are sick and 

tired of exhaustive political and national rhetoric that serves only to in-

flate the pockets of the penholders and mouths that bellow all that empty
rhetoric, which the Arabs have been hearing for the last fifty years.  For
this alone, I can vouch that Mr. Baradei will launch a highly warranted 

movement for most enlightened Arabs to start leading their people for 

a peaceful transformation of their political and social fabric.  The Arab 

World must find a way of relinquishing the existent dead meat that has
characterized our political frameworks and the establishment of more 

vibrant and interactive body politics that understand what the true aspi-

rations of its constituencies are and how to go about realizing them.  

Needless to say, the political establishments of the Arab World must 

recognize that they cannot regard public coffers as a free for all to rob 

and steal while they are protected by a political cover provided by the 

failing regimes that continue to hold the reigns of authority in the Arab 

World.  The observer anticipates that the people of Egypt will indeed 

lead the way to this refreshing Arab renaissance.  For this alone then we
should welcome Mr. Al-Baradei home if he launches this momentary 

and called for true revolution in Arab political thinking. 

_______________________________________________

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist
for more than 20 years. He may be blogged at: http://com-senfromyem.
blogspot.com
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Many countries hold elections. Even 
when these are not rigged, they tend 
to cement the old patron-clientele 
relations in a new grab. The reason 
is that the people in power use their 
connections (and state funds, media, 
bureaucracy, etc.) to achieve the 
election results they want. The result 
is that they create docile parliaments. 
Elections thus end up enabling those 
in power to hold on to it.
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Alice Hackman

Using the 

women card in 

political bargains

By: The Advocate and WBRZ News 2 Louisiana 

W
hen they run out of oil in Yemen, really 

run out, what are the United StatesÕ 

chances of reining in terrorist activity 

there? Probably not great.

Even if, as President Barack Obama 

has promised, America doubles its aid to one of the poor-

est of the Arab countries, and one that is riddled with al-

Qaida activists and sympathizers.

The small country at one corner of the Arabian peninsu-

la has farms, which are consuming its scarce ground water, 

but virtually all government revenue comes from oil. 

Industry analysts predict production could fall to zero by 

2017, according to Richard Fontaine and Andrew Exum of
the Center for a New American Security.

Fontaine was with a U.S. Senate delegation that visited
Yemen in August. The two, writing in The Los Angeles 

Times, outlined the depressing prospects for the country. 

ÒThe government has done little to plan for its post-oil 

future,Ó they said. The population is exploding, and Òan 

incredible 45 percent of YemenÕs population is under the 

age of 15. These trends will exacerbate large and growing 

environmental problems, including the exhaustion of 

YemenÕs groundwater resources.Ó

While Islamic extremism is not purely an economic 

phenomenon, there is no question that Yemen could be a
breeding ground for disaffected youths willing to blow up 

themselves and others. The Nigerian bomber who attempt-

ed to blow up a U.S. airliner on Christmas Day is said to 

have trained with Yemeni backers of al-Qaida.

What good will American aid do? Surprisingly enough, 

Fontaine and Exum suggest that if targeted toward not
only anti-terrorism work but basic governance and a gov-

ernment drive against corruption, thereÕs reason to believe 

U.S. aid could make a difference.

ÒThe goal of U.S. foreign policy toward Yemen should 

be for the country to emerge as a stable, functioning state, 

one that presents no sanctuary for transnational terrorist 

groups,” Fontaine and Exum said. “U.S. policy alone can’t
bring this about. It can, however, attempt to mitigate the 

worst of the coming challenges that will plague Yemen.Ó

To avoid a failed state that is a base for al-Qaida terror-

ism is apparently going to bring Americans into more con-

tact than they ever expected with an end-of-the-alphabet 

country.

Tough battle in Yemen aid

T
here is no legitimate reason 

whatsoever that stops the parlia-

ment from passing a law to 

define a minimum age for mar-

riage. The ruling partyÕs General 

Peoples CongressÕs block forms the majority 

constituting more than 79 percent of the total 

members and can pass any law it wants,  

provided there is a political will.

Even those members of the opposition in 

minority who base their objection  on reli-

gious grounds are actually trying to be even 

more royal than the king, so to speak, 

because even the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 

which is supposedly the most religiously 

conservative country in the Islamic world, is 

passing a law for 18 years as the minimum 

age for marriage.

So what are we talking about here in 

Yemen? Reading between the lines, appar-

ently early marriage is one of the several 

bargaining cards President Saleh is using to 

achieve his personal political interests. Saleh 

is the most influential man in Yemen, and it 

is he who has created it this way so that 

whatever he says goes regardless of any 

laws, institutions or administrative struc-

tures. 

ÒI am the law,Ó he has declared more than 

once to his opponents. If he is so powerful, 

why canÕt he pass this law exactly the way 

he has passed many other laws, such as those 

concerning oil revenues, budgets and so on 

from among the endless list of laws and 

deals that doom the country to disaster?

As for those religious fanatics who oppose 

any initiative that would empower women, 

they will eventually wake up and realize that 

they are alone. Not only will they be regard-

ed as behind their time, but they are also 

oppressors and sadists who enjoy and dictate 

womenÕs suffering in the name of Islam. 

Why is it that, when it comes to qat, ciga-

rettes, bribes, corruption, they are fine? Why 

havenÕt I seen them launch a campaign to 

fight the injustice taking place in prisons? 

Why is it that, when it only comes to women 

they take a stand, promptly, and are ready to 

attack? Is everything in Yemen so perfect 

and “halal” (religiously right)? Are only
women the cause of all evil and religious 

misbehavior?

When will our political leadership 

acknowledge the existence of  women in the 

country and not just that of the men? And 

more importantly, when will they realize that 

women have rights and that they do not exist 

solely to entertain men? 

WomenÕs day is coming soon, so letÕs see 

how that is celebrated and what hollow 

speeches our leaders give praising how far 

Yemeni women have come.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

By: Hamid
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By: Abdul Rahman al-Rashed

O
versimplification in dealing with the Houthi 

problem is what led to this becoming a larger 

Yemeni crisis that now threatens the ruling 

regime. Whether the Houthi rebels number in 

the hundreds or the tens of thousands Ð esti-

mates are uncertain Ð they are capable of doubling the num-

bers of their supporters if they win important victories on 

the ground.

There are a series of questions that we cannot ignore, for
example why do the Americans repeat their denials of the 

existence of a relationship between Tehran and the Houthis?

Is there a threat to Sanaa from the southern Yemeni 

[political] star [and former Vice President] Ali Salim al-
Beidh, who is calling strongly for the division of the coun-

try?

Everybody can see that the U.S. is putting a spin on the 

Houthi rebels, and one phrase is being repeated on the lips 

of every U.S. official when this question is asked and that is
Òwe have no evidence of Iran having any ties to the Houthi 

operations in YemenÓ and sometimes they go further than 

this and say Òthe insurgency is an internal Yemeni prob-

lem.Ó In reality, if there is one side that knows of the Huthi 

ties [to Iran] it is the United States, and this is by virtue of 

its specialization in monitoring Iranian activity and the mag-

nitude of their capabilities in the region. This either means 

that Washington believes that the Sanaa government is lying 

by sticking to their accusations that Iran is involved in order 

to incite western public opinion against the Huthis, or that 

Washington itself is lying and is truly ware of the depths of 

the Iranian involvement [with the Houthis] but does not 

wish to expand the scope of its conflict [with Iran]. I am 

inclined to believe the second interpretation because the 

relationship of the Houthi leadership with the Iranian regime 

is confirmed by accurate information, and this relationship 

is more than 10 years old.

If we assume that Washington knows [the truth] then why 

are they covering up for the Houthis?

In my opinion, the Americans are pursuing two policies; 

a silent policy to provide important logistical support and 

information to the Yemeni army against the Huthis, and a 

public policy to reject the accusations against the Huthis, 

avoiding openly supporting the [Yemeni] regime. This is a 

different tactic from the usual U.S. policies when support-

ing its allies.

 Perhaps the U.S. is being the most intelligent this time 

by maintaining Ð even faintly Ð their relationship with the 

Huthis, and thereby not pushing the rebels to ally with al-

Qaeda. However this relationship, however faint, will col-

lapse because the rebels Ð by the nature of their ideological 

beliefs Ð are most likely to become involved in anti-Ameri-

can operations, and evidence of ties with al-Qaeda and Iran 

will also appear in the future, and so Washington will not be 

able to remain silent on this issue [in the long-tem]. When 

this happens this will be good news for Sanaa, as the 

Yemeni regime wants to incite the world against the Houthi 

rebels. 

We cannot put an end to this talk about an existing prob-

lem even if it is not [publicly] acknowledged by the two 

allies, Washington and Sanaa. The Yemeni regime has been 

accused of exploiting crises for internal purposes, and was 

accused of turning a blind eye to the presence of al-Qaeda 

on its territory, forcing US troops to carry out [military] 

operations on Yemeni soil themselves. President Ali Saleh is 

accused of inciting the Yemeni public to criticize the 

Americans, and occasionally even maneuver against them. 

He is also accused Ð despite his conditional support of them 

Ð of abandoning his pledges for economic and political

reform.

Today the opponents of the [Yemeni] regime have 

increased and they have allied against the President despite 

the fact that they have nothing in common with each other 

except for their desire to weaken or even cause the collapse 

of the regime. From here, the profile of Ali Salem al-Beidh
has appeared to plague the regime. It is true that he has 

taken advantage of the chaotic state of affairs [in Yemen] in 

order to impose his presence, but the blame for this falls 

upon Sanaa who made no attempt to contain him when the 

President decided on reconciling and absorbing the southern 

[separatist] leaders who lost the war, for if al-Beidh had 

returned [from exile] at that time there would be no threat 

to the Yemeni regime. Today the situation has become com-

plex and this requires re-opening the door to those [separat-
ists] in the south that remain to return and participate [in 

politics] for this is the least damaging of the available 

option. President Saleh launched a new reconciliation initia-

tive in parliament, but this does not include any courageous 

concessions that may result in the required momentum. I do
not want to exaggerate the situation by saying that the 

regime in Sanaa is under siege, but it is facing serious chal-

lenges by three rebel military fronts, and opposition activity 

from abroad, as well as the US backing away from support-

ing the regime, and regional considerations that are greater 

than the considerations of Sanaa. 

____________________________________ 

*Published in the London-based ASHARQ ALAWSAT 

on Dec. 22, 2009.

Yemen and the Houthi game

Studying is like football. 

One day you win, one day 

you lose!

Failed





By trying to detonate explosives on a 

Detroit-bound plane on Christmas day, 

alleged terrorist Farouk Abdulmutaleb 

has shone an unwelcome spotlight on 

the Yemeni-American community in 

Detroit and its suburbs. 

While Yemenis love to see their 

name mentioned in local or internation-

al news, they would readily pass up on 

any recognition tainted with terrorism.

 The communityÕs response was 

swift in condemning such action. Large 

demonstrations of Yemenis and other 

Arab-Americans took to the streets in 

front of the federal court in Detroit, 

Michigan, where the infamous Farouk 

Abdulmutaleb was tried. 

Local media coverage of the event 

has helped lessen incidents of any 

backlash, intimidation, or harassment 

of Yemenis here in Detroit to a great 

extent. But the debate is ongoing, and 

Yemenis continue to be singled out at 

school, in the workplace, or at home. 

The question is this: Is it true that Ye-

men is becoming a training ground for 

terrorists?

 Yemeni-American Sheikh Anwar Al-

Awlaki has become a target for the US, 

the Yemeni government, and the media 

both here and abroad. Does this man re-

ally support what Major Nidal Hassan 

did in Texas and did he really support 

Abdulmutaleb? Most importantly, did 

he encourage or was he in any way in-

volved in these two terrorist attacks?

 Yemenis here desperately want to 

know if he is complicit in the failed 

Christmas plot in Detroit or the attack 

on military personnel in Texas. Second 

and third-generation Yemenis, as well 

as the many Muslims who have en-

joyed Al-AwlakiÕs Day of Judgement 

series of the life of the Prophet together 

with his sermons about loving others 

and appreciating the diversity of human 

race, cannot imagine that such allega-

tions against the cleric are true. 

His silence and the fact that he seems 

not to be defending himself against 

these allegations, will have drastically 

tainted his reputation and proven his 

guilt without any proper defence on his 

behalf.

 Many Yemenis here in Detroit are in-

volved and believe that we must better 

convey who we are to the larger Ameri-

can community, when asked about Ye-

men becoming a Mecca for terrorists. 

Rasheed Al-Nazeli wrote in Al-

Yemeni Al-Amriki, a newspaper pub-

lished here in Detroit, that he responded 

to his neighbour Jimmy as follows, ÒI 

mentioned to Jimmy that the war on 

Iraq was a major mistake which led to 

the flourishing of a radical ideology.
Nevertheless, there are fundamentalists 

in every religion, though the situation 

in Yemen is different due to the coun-

tryÕs economic status, high unemploy-

ment and geography. This can make it 

fertile ground in which these radical or-

ganization can grow, not to mention the 

ShiÕite fundamentalistsÕ involvement in 

the fight.”
 Moad Taleb of Dearborn, a suburb 

which has the highest concentration of 

Yemenis (roughly 10,000 to 15,000) 

said regarding this issue, when inter-

viewed last week by the Detroit News, 

ÒYes, there are bad people, but thatÕs 

true in every culture, every community 

and every region.”
Wali Al-Tahif was amongst those 

interviewed by the Detroit News who 

linked YemenÕs security with the rest 

of the world and depicted corruption as 

one of the barriers that affect the liveli-

hood of Yemenis back home.

ÒYou donÕt want to be sending USD 

50 million in aid, that Yemenis wonÕt 

ever see in their daily life,” he said. “We

do have a serious problem with corrup-

tion and even the ordinary citizens see 

that. Yemen needs vocational training, 

hospitals, water, food and gas. When 

the population doesnÕt have that, thatÕs 

when dissident elements can come in 

and brainwash the youth, using religion 

as their reward.”

ÒThe security of Yemen is closely tied 

to the security of the Gulf states and the 

security of the Gulf states is the security 

of the entire world,” he concluded.
Mohamed Saleh, a Yemeni-Amer-

ican who has served in the American 

army, said, ÒI speak the language. I 

have four kids and an American wife 

who IÕve been married to for 41 years. 

I think once you know the culture and 

the country, nobody is going to pick on 

you.”
 Farouk Abdulmutaleb was alleg-

edly trained in Yemen. The media has 

reported that he lived in Britain longer 

than in Yemen and yet why is Yemen 

- not Britain - slapped with this degrad-

ing label?

 Recent events have shown that Ye-

menisÕ love for their native country is 

irrefutable and that, even though they 

may be living away from their home-

land, they are still offended when it is 

defamed or attacked by anyone.
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Yemeni-Americans in the spotlight

Yemeni-Americans have been swift to condemn the actions of a few, says 

Gazali.

Over 100,000 Yemenis live in the US, according to the Yemeni Embassy in the 

US, of which approximately 35,000 to 40,000 live in the state of Michigan.

Media coverage of the Fort Hood killings and the Christmas day plane at-

tack has thrown unsuspecting Yemeni-Americans into the spotlight. They 

have been approached by neighbours and colleagues eager to know more 

about Yemen, a country described in the media as a training ground for 

terrorists. Naji Gazali wrote to the Yemen Times about reactions in the 

Yemeni-American community.
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By: Raghda Gamal 
For the Yemen Times

How did you start out as a comedi-
an?
I started in theater class at the Institute 
of Science in Taiz. Then, I moved to Taiz 
Secondary School and there I participat-
ed twice in the School Theater Festival, 
first in Sana’a and then in Aden. During 
this festival, I received the Best Actor 
award both times. 

After that, I founded a small theater 
group with my brothers and friends. We 
used to perform plays during concerts.

Then you performed at Taiz Univer-
sity. Is this correct?
Yes, I participated in the performance of 
the play Arabian Pride in 2002 at a cer-
emony for the Taiz University Student 
Union. 

The ceremony was attended by the 
rector of the university and then min-
ister of civil service Dr. Abdul-Wahab 
Raweh. They showed great admiration 
for my performance and the rector of the 
university suddenly announced that he 
exceptionally accepted me as a student 
at the University of Taiz. 

I joined the Performing Arts Troupe 

at the university and we performed in 
several Arab countries in a number of 
student activities. During one of those 
activities, I had the chance to meet the 
son of Mr. Ibrahim Al-Abyadh, who in-
troduced me to his father, which allowed 
me to start over the television screen.

Who encouraged you to be an actor?
Fahd Al-Qarni, Mohammed Hassan, and 
Mansour Al-Awadi were among my first 
fans since school and university days.

Did you qualify yourself to become a 
comedian?
Of course, I attended many acting 
courses and workshops in Syria, and 
even here in Yemen. I attended several 
courses led by many talented teachers 
like Fahd Al-Qarni, Ahmed Jabarah and 
Ahmed Qaid.

You are well-known for acting in the 
Taizi dialect. Have you ever worried 
that you might be offending any-
one by using the Taizi dialect all the 
time?  
No, I use my dialect because I am a 
Taizi man, and I’m proud to represent 
my dialect. 

Can you imitate other Yemeni dia-
lects? 
Sure, and if I will continue working in 
this field. I should perform in all the 
other dialects such as the Sana’ani, Ad-
eni, and Zabydi ones. Once, in one of 
my plays, I played the role of an Adeni 
man, but television is not like the the-
ater. Television series need more prac-
tice and training on new dialects.

Most of the time, you choose to play a 
naive or good character. Why? 
All my roles were not necessarily about 
good characters. I played a bad charac-
ter once in Al-Bazzi (“al-bazzi” means 
the son of a sister). I also played the role 
of a kidnapper last year, so it depends on 
the character itself. 

You started your career in children’s 
series. Do you still count children as 
part of your audience? 
Of course! Actually, I played the charac-
ter of Mahyoob in four episodes of the 
Kashkoosh series (named after a charac-
ter in the series), as well as the main role 
in the series Halloum and Salloum (also 
named after the two main characters).

Children represent an important part 
of my fans. They contributed to making 
my name in the beginning, and a lot of 
adults got to know me during Halloum 
and Salloum through their children.

In your opinion, what makes a good 
comedian? 
In the comedy world, it is always the 
man with a case who is successful. 
A comedian should focus on choices 

and goals, not just only making people 
laugh. It is very important to introduce a 
message in a light and funny way. 

For example, in one episode, we talk-
ed about black magic, and my character 
said a line about how wrong and forbid-
den it is to go to such people. At the end 
of the episode, I was surprised by the 
number of viewers who called in. So, 
simply, comedy is the way.

To what extent does comedy play a 
role in changing society? 
We have changed in the past because of 
US films in terms of changing our way 
of dressing or our haircut. 

Surely, nowadays we can change the 
concepts of society through comedy as 
it is a strong means of doing this.

Do you feel more at home on stage or 
behind the television camera? 
I feel more comfortable in the theater, 
but television gives an actor popularity. 

What can be done to improve comedy 
on Yemeni television?

A lot of things. For example, we have 
a big problem with television scripts, 
as we only have one script writer. But 
I have some hope that the situation will 
improve. I have recently read a script by 
Esam Al-Qaisi and he is very talented 
writer script. 

Also, freedom is a very important 
factor to improve Yemeni drama in gen-
eral.

How did freedom of expression at the 
Al-Saeeda television channel help you 

along with your career?
Al-Saeeda channel gave me the freedom 
which I need, although we do not have 
complete freedom of expression in our 
country, either for the discussion of so-
cial issues that will not be accepted by 
society or the discussion of political is-
sues. 

Unfortunately, everything in Yemen 
get politicized, so it’s not about Al-
Saeeda channel, it’s about the whole 
situation of the country.

In your acting career, what work are 
you the most proud of?
I love all my work and I do not dis-
tinguish between it. Sometimes, I feel 
much more proud after  performing in 

a tiny sketch than in a whole television 
series.  

I am proud of a lot of my works, like 
the play Arabian Pride and the play 
Arab Blood by Fahad Al-Qarni and the 
play Emerging Light by me.

What are your future projects?
We have already shot five episodes of 
the second season of Hammi Hammak, 
in addition to a new series, namely Ba-
jshat (named after the name of the hero) 
on which I will work with Fahd Al-Qar-
ni, which I hope that series will be in 
the spot light as a new kind of drama 
in Yemen. 

Both of them will be shown at Rama-
dan on Al-Saeeda.

Comedian Salah Al-Wafi to the Yemen Times: 

“It is very important to introduce a message

in a light and funny way.”  

By: Ameera Al-Arasi 

Does your husband understand the 
nature of your job? Can your work 
and your role as a wife coexist? 
My husband is a very understanding 
person. He always encourages and helps 
me so that I have no problems with be-
ing both a wife and a preacher. 

Do you think that a woman can be a 
preacher? How do men accept this?
I follow the fatwa which legitimizes 
women to be preachers. As to those 
who may support the fatwas forbidding 
women from preaching, I think that in 
this field women can be equal because 
God did not forbid us from this as long 
as we are not doing anything wrong. 

When I preach, I often use Power 
Point presentations and other modern 
approaches, so that people - especially 
the young - do not get bored and stop 
listening. 

There are many considerations that 
need to be taken into account before be-
coming a preacher. The first is the abil-
ity to listen to people and yet give them 
the chance to talk as well. The second 
is to follow Islamic rules like wearing 
the hijab and to be mindful of manners 
when conversing with people.

Aisha, the wife of the Prophet, used 
to spread the word and the Prophet Mo-
hammad (PBUH) did not say that it was 

haram (forbidden).  When I left Kuwait, 
I established a school to teach the Holy 
Quran in Abyan, where many people 
welcomed my teaching methods and the 
response was so positive that many peo-
ple sent their children to the school. 

As a result of being watch in my work, 
many of my friends became preachers 
like me. 

From your point of view, what are the 
reasons for extremism in Yemen and 
how can it be prevented? 
There are two reasons for extremism. 
The first is people’s frustration at not 
being allowed to voice their opinion. 
When frustrated, they may find other 
ways to hurt those who did not listen to 
them. 

The second reason is people’s igno-
rance. Unfortunately, most people are 
not aware of the true meaning of Islam. 
So when terrorists find those who are 
weak in their religious knowledge, they 
tell them that that attacking establish-
ments in their country is the best way to 
express themselves. This is the path to 
indoctrination.

The best way to prevent terrorism is 
to educate people and guide them on 
the right paths by explaining the true 
meaning behind Islam, instead of leav-
ing them to search for it in the caves of 
terrorists and extremists.  

Unfortunately, extremists use the 

enthusiasm of youth to convince them 
that the only way to prove themselves is 
through extremism. Young people may 
well be led to assume that they are fol-
lowing the correct path of Islam if they 
kill those who they think are non- Mus-
lim. 

Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) once 
said, “The extremists are destroyed, the 
extremists are destroyed, the extremists 
are destroyed.”

What do you think of preachers who 
are biased towards a particular par-
ty?
My wish is that all Muslims scholars 
remain neutral and do not belong to 
any specific party. They should not dis-
criminative, because it causes conflict 
between them. 

Civil society organizations call for 

abandoning the lessons of jihad from 
the Islamic education curriculums in 
schools so that students do not feel at-
tracted to terrorism. 

I do not agree with anything that 
makes Islam look like a religion in-
volved with terrorism. Islam is our 
identity and abandoning it means aban-
doning who we are. Nothing written in 
the Holy Quran or what has been said 
by the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) 
should ever be interpreted as calling for 
terrorism, so these texts should not be 
deleted from the school curriculums. It 
is important to make students feel drawn 
to Islam. 

In your opinion, when do you think a 
preacher should be called a scholar? 
Being a preacher does not necessarily 
mean being a scholar, but a scholar can 

be a preacher. From my point of view, I 
think that I should not be called a scholar 
because I only guide people on the right 
path. Titles are of no great importance to 
me. The most essential outcome is that 
people are willing to listen to me. 

Why do you think that women are 
separated from men? Do you think 
that women should avoid being in 
contact with men?
As a matter of fact, women can be the 
main source of temptation to men if 
they are not wearing the Islamic hijab. 
They are a source of evil if they are not 
educated in how to avoid tempting men 
using their bodies. Every woman should 
know how Islam wanted her to be aware 
of the issues she may face and how to 
behave in a proper manner.

What are your future projects?
“Give me your hand” is my next proj-
ect. It is a non-governmental project in 
which we intend to show all Yemeni 
offspring of non-Muslim mothers to be 
proud of their Islamic and Arabic iden-
tity and not to be drawn to any other for-
eign identify. 

In addition to this, lectures in the 
Al-Saleh mosque will be delivered to 
women in order to educate them about 
the interpretation of the Holy Quran. 

I also intend to run self-development 
sessions for women. There will be first 
aid courses in addition to lectures that 
show women how to work as a Muslim, 
and how the rules of Islam have a posi-
tive effect on our daily life.  

A preacher should be like a candle 
that lights up the lives of others.
Source: Al-Yemen

Preacher Huda Al-Yafi’i:
“The best way to prevent terrorism is to educate people.”

Preacher Huda Al-Yafi’i, Yemeni, 46, has published more than 60 
short stories in the magazine Al-Shaqa’iq. 

Al-Yafi’i is a consultant at the Ministry of Endowments and Guid-

ance, a preacher at the Saleh mosque and an activist in civil society 

organizations, focusing on issues involving women and children. 

She has two sons and three grandsons. Her family had lived in 

Kuwait for 60 years before they came to Yemen in 1990. 
When she was young, her father used to gather his sons and 

daughters around him and tell them interesting stories about the 

prophets and saints. With the passage of time, she recognized the 

gift that God had given to her. 

So, in turn, she too gathered all the children in the neighborhood 

and told them those same stories from her father. She was also an 

active participant in school activities. She went on to study for two 

years, at an institute in Kuwait, for teaching according to the Azhari 

school of thought and its interpretation of the Holy Quran.

She said that when preaching, she depends on many sources, not 

just the Azhari interpretation. She feels that a preacher should col-

lect information from all Muslim sheiks – deliberately not choosing 

a particular one- so that people can be given an objective view-

point.

She said also that a preacher should confer with all sheiks before 

publishing a fatwa. 
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Salah Al-Wafi, a young man from Taiz, regularly 
appears on Yemeni television. Through his plays 

and his roles in Ramadan television series, he has 

built a strong fan base. 

Salah Al-Wafi






