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Labor inspectors trained on protecting
children

Refugees in Yemen demand their rights

Taiz explosion victims buried, those responsible released

By: Imad Al-Saqqaf

TAIZ, March 10 — On Monday in Taiz,
funerals were held for the victims of last
week’s dynamite explosion in the city.

The explosion in a warehouse con-
taining dynamite and gunpowder killed
at least 11 people and injured a further
nine.

Thousands of people attended the fu-
neral. They condemned the carelessness
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that government authorities showed in
making no effort to protect civilians.

The head of the Taiz Islah party, Ab-
dul Hafeth Al-Faqgeeh, said that the ac-
cident was caused by of the owner of
the dynamite, which was not supposed
to be stored in a residential area.

He added that responsibility should
also be placed on the government’s
shoulders because it had previously
imposed controls banning the trade in
dynamite and gunpowder. As a conse-
quence, such a tragic explosion should
not have happened.

The people called on the government
to remember its responsibilities to ban
all dynamite storage in residential ar-
eas. They also want the state to force
those responsible to pay for the damage
that ensued.

People who have had their houses
damaged and relatives killed due to
the explosion expressed their extreme
anger.

Mahmoud Al-Sufiani, said that it was
merely playing with people’s lives and
that the culprits should be jailed.

Ammar Al-Adimi lost five members
of his family. He asked the government
to compensate the people for the loss of
their homes and prosecute the person
responsible.

Saeed Ahmad, one of the locals, said
that before the explosion, he saw round-
shapes similar to cement containers in
the basement of the building.

Nabeel Majthor, the social activist of
Al-Masbah Avenue, demanded stricter
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Mourners see the bodies of the explosion victims to their final resting place. The explosion took place in a warehouse containing dynamite and gunpowder

killing at least 11 people and injuring a further nine Tuesday last week in Taiz.

rules, not allowing people to store dy-
namite in built up areas.

Fahad Alawi, whose wife was in-
jured in the incident, condemned the
release of the owner of the premises be-
fore he could be interrogated about the
accident. Alawi demanded state com-
pensation for their losses in addition
to any medical expenditure the injured
people may incur.

The responsible for the explosion in
Al-Masbah Avenue
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Saudis arrest thousands on Yemeni border

More than 5,500 infiltrators arrested
in two weeks since cease-fire

Rachelle Kliger
The Media Line

SANA’A, March 10 — Saudi security
forces have reported arresting thousands
of infiltrators on its Yemeni border since
the February 11 cease-fire was declared
with Yemen’s major rebel group.

Saudi Arabia’s border control arrest-
ed 5,685 infiltrators and 240 smugglers
in the Jazan district, an area southwest
of the kingdom bordering with Yemen,
in the last two weeks of February.

Along with the arrests, Saudi officials
confiscated 61,000kg of qat, an illegal
plant in Saudi Arabia used as a stimu-
lant, and 258kg of hashish.

Muhammad A-Shamarani, a spokes-
man for Saudi’s border control said forc-
es confiscated 1146 cattle, 554 rounds
of live ammunition, 5 weapons and 8
bottles of wine, which is prohibited in
Saudi Arabia on religious grounds.

Riyadh is concerned that Sanaa’s
protracted conflict with rebels, known
as the Al-Houthis, in northern Yemen is
threatening Saudi Arabia’s stability and
security.

Some regional analysts have sug-
gested the current figures are being in-
flated as a way for the Saudi government
to appease its population after suffering
a crippling blow in the conflict with the
Al-Houthis, as the arrests point to height-
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ened security levels on the border.

“The Saudis are trying to win an emo-
tional war because they lost the physical
war,” Hakim Al-Masmari, political ana-
lyst and editor in chief of the Yemen Post
told The Media Line.

“Right now, the Saudis are trying to
show that they are giving security more
presence on the border,” Al-Masmari
said. “But the Al-Houthis are, in practi-
cality, still controlling around 70 percent
of the border with the Saudis.”

More than 130 Saudi soldiers have
been killed since Riyadh became in-
volved in the conflict last November.

Another regional political analyst on
condition of anonymity agreed that the
figures are more likely rhetoric than a re-
flection of a genuine clampdown.

“Both Saudi Arabia and Yemen claim
they control the border, but I don’t feel
that they do,” the analyst said. “A lot of
money is flowing in and out and there
are interests at high levels in the mon-
archy and in Yemen. Everyone benefits
from the flow on both sides. However,
since there is a clear focus on anti-terror-
ism, the control might be tighter than it
was before.”

Anecdotal evidence suggests there
are scores of Yemenis desperate to leave
the country, and in their search for better
living conditions and livelihoods often
turn to Saudi Arabia.
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This is especially relevant to Yemen’s
huge population of internally displaced
persons (IDP), who have been forced to
leave their homes due to the conflict and
are seeking shelter and support from a
collection of non-governmental organi-
zations (NGO) working in neighboring
Saudi Arabia.

Yemen'’s army has been engaged in a
protracted conflict with Al-Houthi rebels
since 2004. The rebels wish to restore the
Zaidi imamate, which was overthrown
in a 1962 coup and they accuse the Ye-
menite government of being too closely
allied with the United States.

The Yemeni government launched
a massive military offensive earlier in
August, codenamed Scorched Earth.
Numerous rebels fleeing north across the
border prompted a large Saudi air and
ground offensive in an attempt to drive
the Al-Houthis back into Yemen.

The rebels accused the Saudis of aid-
ing the Yemeni government in the con-
flict and in retaliation invaded Saudi
territory in November, killing a Saudi
border guard.

Riyadh has since bolstered security
presence along the border with Yemen,
but is still having difficulties keeping the
1,450-kilometer long border secure.

There are fears the Yemeni conflict
will become regional as Yemen’s gov-
ernment suspects Shi’ite interest groups
in countries such as Iran and Bahrain of
arming, training and financing the Al-
Houthis.

In addition to the conflict in the north,
Yemen is also dealing with Al-Qaeda ter-
ror activity on its soil and a secessionist
movement in the south of the country.
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Electricity Ministry receives
Turbine 2 from Siemens

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

SANA’A, March 10 — Turbine 2 of
Marib Power Station, generated by gas
or Marib 1 entered the service very re-
cently, said officials in the Minister of
Electricity and Energy, which officially
received the turbine from Siemens, the
German Company which constructed
the station.

Marib 1 is composed of three tur-
bines producing 431 megawatts of
electricity. The first turbine, in which,
a fault was detected during trials last
September, is still not ready. The fault
was a result of impurities in the gas
used as fuel to operate the turbine, sup-
plied by Safer Company for Oil and
Gas.

Entering the 135-megawatt turbine 2
in the service came following its suc-
cessful trial, this January, after purified
gas was supplied to the station, by Ye-
men Liquefied and Natural Gas or (Ye-
men LNG).

By entering the turbine in the ser-
vice, problems of electric blackouts
will be solved, said Director of Gas
Projects Unit in the Ministry, Khaled
Rashed, in a statement to state run Ye-
men News Agency (Saba).

He added that turbines 1 and 3 are
expected to be handed over to the min-
ister early next April, and that they are
currently undergoing trail runs.

About the reasons behind the still
persistent blackouts, despite entering
the new turbine in the service, engi-
neers at National Electric Control said
that there is still a shortage of power
as the ministry has got rid of 70 mega-
watts, of the 200 megawatts bought
energy, owing to the high costs of this
type of energy for the country, espe-
cially considering the high prices of
diesel as the fuel.

The engineers said that by bring-

ing the three turbines in the service,
another 130 megawatts diesel energy,
produced by diesel stations will be re-
placed by National Electric Network
and only those diesel stations working
outside the network (in remote areas
like Hadramout and Al-Mahra) will
remain.

However, a setback occurred when
last month, criminals shot down elec-
trical cables running from the transfer
station in Marib and halted the opera-
tion of the gas powered station, Marib
1, said Ahmad Al-Wajeeh, the General
Manager of Electric Projects at the
Ministry of Electricity and Energy.

Sabotage acts thwarts Ministry’s ef-
forts

Ten days ago tribal men shot down
electric cables runs between towers 397
and 398 in Al-Makmada tribal area,
Marib governorate, nearly 200 km to
the north-east of the capital Sana’a.

“This act of sabotage took place
when the trial was running to supply
the National Electric Network with
270 megawatts,” Ahmad Al-Wajeeh
told Yemen Times earlier.

He said that this damage cost the
ministry between USD 50,000 to
70,000, in addition to other expenses
such as diesel costs for operating elec-
tric stations and the fines imposed by
Siemens on the ministry, due to the de-
lays in the handover.

Supplying the national -electricity
network with 270 megawatts of elec-
tricity from diesel stations, costs USD
one million per day, said an anony-
mous source at the ministry. He said
that generating electricity by gas is
free of charge, as the country is rich
in this resource and because there are
previous agreements between the gov-
ernment and gas companies to supply
Marib-1 with free gas.

Al-Wajeeh said that the February act
was the fifth act of sabotage targeting
electrical cables in Marib governorate.

Earlier, the Minister of Electricity
and Energy, Awadh Al-Sugqatri, stated
that tribal in Marib shoot down these
electric cables over demands that are
not related to electricity, and that their
difficult attitude and behavior hinders
projects of the ministry.

Damaged cable fixed

General Manager of Transport Lines
and Transforming Stations Project,
Mohammad Al-Thawr, told Saba that
the damaged cable has been fixed.

He said that local authorities must
protect this service project and arrest
the elements who repeatedly shoot
down electric cables, causing the coun-
try great losses.

Saboteurs are not deterred

People blame the government and the
system in not dealing with those who
stand against the interests of all Yemeni
people, saying that if the government
employed ‘an iron hand’, they would
not dare to cause any further harm to
these beneficial projects. They also
said that the government authorities
are weak in the more tribal governor-
ates such as Marib and Al-Jawf.

Future plans

The government is planning to build
two other gas power stations in Marib.
The first, Marib-1, took four years to
build. The ministry is planning to in-
vite bids for constructing Marib-2 in
the next few days.

It is also planning to build another
two stations at Ma’bar, in the Dhamar
governorate. Ma’bar -1 and Ma’bar-2
will also be operated by gas via an ex-
tension of the Marib pipeline, as Marib
has immense reserves.

Womens Rights Improve Across the Middle East
Yemen, Iraq and the Palestinian territories see regression

Benjamin Joffe-Walt
The Media Line

Women in the Middle East have
made notable advances over the past
five years, with modest overall im-
provements in women’s rights, lit-
eracy, educational attainment, politi-
cal participation and economic role,
an extensive multinational study has
found.

The 18-nation study, led by the
U.S.-based Freedom House, found
that while on the whole, Middle East-
ern women still suffer from a “sub-
stantial deficit in women’s rights” de-
scribed as the “most severe” on earth,
15 of 18 Arab countries have seen in-
creases in women’s literacy rates and
suffrage over the past five years.

Yemen, Iraq and the Palestinian
territories, however, were each found
to have seen significant regression in
women’s rights, amid rising religious
extremism or internal conflict.

Leading the way in the advances
cited by the research group were Ku-
wait, where women won the right
to vote in 2005; Algeria, where cus-
todial mothers won recognition of
their parental authority and proxy
marriages were banned; and Jordan,
which introduced increase penal-
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Yemeni women protesting against the failure of political parties to name women

ties for so-called ‘honor crimes’, in
which a woman deemed to have de-
viated from various social norms is
murdered by a relative to defend the
family’s honor.

The study found that women are
now more likely to attend university
in some Middle Eastern countries,
and literacy rates among women
throughout the region have continued
to rise.

Despite the advances, the study
found that violence against women
remains widespread throughout the
Arab world, with perpetrators of
violence against women acting with
impunity. Jordan and Tunisia are the
only nations covered by the study that
were found to have established legal
protections against domestic violence,
and none of the countries were found
to explicitly prohibit spousal rape.

“Deeply entrenched societal norms,
combined with conservative inter-
pretations of Shari’a (Islamic law),
continue to relegate women to a sub-
ordinate status. Women in the region
are significantly underrepresented in
senior positions in politics and the
private sector, and in some countries
they are completely absent from the
judiciary,” the report read.

“Nevertheless, important steps

as candidates in the September 2006 local council elections. The banner reads:
“To the rejected political parties and organizations, you want the women to be
only voters, it’s our right to be candidates”.

have been made to improve the status
of women over the last five years, and
15 out of 18 countries have recorded
some gains. The member states of
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC
or Gulf)—which scored the worst
among 17 countries in the 2005 edi-
tion - have demonstrated the greatest
degree of improvement, shrinking the
gap between them and the rest of the
region on some issues.”

“The status of women in the Mid-
dle East continues to be a function of
several contradictory forces,” Sha-
feeq Ghabra, a professor of political
science at Kuwait University and the
founding President of the American
University of Kuwait told The Media
Line.

“On the one hand there are strong
forces pushing for improvement, but
at the same time there are major im-
pediments that are both political and
traditional.”

“First, there have been improve-
ments in the status of women by the
mere fact that the majority of young
people graduating from colleges and
universities in the Middle East are
women,” Ghabra said.

“There is also a rising participa-
tion of women in both the public and
private sectors, and an expansion of
media communications and the Inter-
net, both of which are creating further
awareness of issues related to wom-
en, and making both men and women
more open to new ideas.”

“Yet at the same time there is a
strong Islamic movement in the re-
gion which is inhibiting women’s
rights, through segregation laws in
universities and at the workplace,
limited working hours for women and
initiatives like this that try to keep
women’s advancement in check,”
Ghabra continued. “There are also so-
cial and cultural traditions that inhibit
women’s development, and in many
cases throughout the region I would
say that the state is not innocent, sid-
ing with conservative laws that in-
hibit an evolution towards equality in
laws and social structures. So it’s still
along way to go for women and relat-
ed social change in the Arab world.”

Lawyers contest legality of Special Penal Court

By: Mohammad Bin Sallam

SANA’A, March 10 — The Yemeni Ob-
servatory for Human Right on Sunday
held a seminar during which it questioned
the legality of the Special Penal Court or
State Security Court that is currently try-
ing journalist Mohammad Al-Makaleh.

“The Penal Court that belongs to the
State Security not the Ministry of Justice
must be called a special court because it
was established in a way different to what
specified by Yemeni law,” said lawyer
Ahmad Al-Wadi’i said. “It is an emer-
gency court or a state court.”

According to Al-Wadi’i, article no.148
of the Yemeni law says that courts must
be established and approved by a parlia-
mentary decree that outlines its special-
ization. This court, however, was estab-
lished according to a presidential decree.

He added that special courts may be
established according to a suggestion by
the Minister of Justice and the approval
of the High Judicial Council. This is what
happened for the Court of Family Affairs,
the Juvenile’s Court, the Traffic Court, the
Military Court, and Commercial Court.

“The Penal Court is a special court that
deals with affairs having relation with the
national economy or the general freedom
of people and their public rights,” said
Al-Wadi’i. “It also deals with political at-
titudes such as spying inside and outside
the country.”

“However, Mohammad Al-Makaleh, a
detained journalist, was arrested illegally
by the penal court in which he was hidden
for four months without giving him the
chance to talk to a lawyer or even see his
relatives when they wanted to visit him.
Al-Wadi’i added.

“Al-Makaleh is in the jail of the secret
police who eavesdropped on his calls,” he
added.

Lawyer Al-Maqtari said that the ar-
rested journalist had been hidden by the
police for more than four months and that
the state tried him without giving him the
chance to talk to a lawyer.

“The court did not do its duty as a court
implementing justice,” he said.

He said that any special court should
have a start and end date, but that, for this
court, no date has been specified for its
end.

Al-Magtari said that Al-Makaleh was
accused of publishing false news such as
saying that the army had killed the people
in Sa’ada and destroyed their houses and
targeting Houthis with dozens of weap-
ons.

Al-Magtari said that what Al-Makaleh
had published had already being pub-
lished in the rest of media and that all
media had said the same thing.

He added that what Al-Makaleh said
had been previously mentioned by Al-
Ishtiraqi’s website.

Al-Magqtari added that the detained

journalist merely practiced his right to
express his opinion and published news
that was already published by other me-
dia outlets.

Seminar participants demanded that
the General Prosecution to investigate his
case and demanded his release.

Lawyer Mohammad Al-Mekhlafi said
that the Al-Makaleh case is an example of
the country’s lack of security, as it shows
that its citizens are no more able to ex-
press their opinion.

Al-Makaleh may be sentenced to death
or receive a three or ten years’ prison sen-
tence. Al-Makaleh has been charged with
delivering a speech to people in Freedom
Square on Yemenis being denied their
freedom.

Al-Mekhlafi expressed his absolute
surprise at Al-Makaleh being arrested
for his phone calls to Yaseen Saeed No-
man, the general secretary of the Socialist
Party, Mohammad Ghaleb, the manager
of its public relations, and Mohammad
Rakan, the secretary of the party’s Jawf
branch.

He said that the country’s political life
is in danger, as neither the constitution
nor the law is followed.

“If the institution is not followed, our
dignities will be lost and the citizens’
lives are in danger,” Al-Mekhlafi con-
cluded. “In the presence of such a court,
gangs will feel free and we will lose our
freedom.”

The first national microfinance network in Yemen

By: Suhail Awan

SANA’A, March 6 — To support a more
inclusive financial sector in the Republic
of Yemen, UNDP and the Social Fund
for Development (SFD) initiated a joint
project to establish the first national mi-
crofinance network in the country.

The Microfinance Network’s core
objective is to address the issue of ca-
pacity building and transparency, and to
increase the outreach of microfinance
services in the country. This will help in
reducing the sufferings of human living
below poverty line and strengthening
their economic conditions.

In Yemen, where around one million
households are in need of micro finan-
cial services, only 40,000 households
could be served so far. In the National
Microfinance Policy statement, manage-

ment capacity and transparency identi-
fied some of the key issues limiting the
access of financial services to those who
have-nots.

The project aims at building the sup-
portive infrastructure necessary to en-
hance the capacity of local institutions
to provide a range of financial services
and products to the entrepreneurial poor,
in a cost efficient manner. Accordingly,
this will increase sustainable access to fi-
nance and enhance the scope for partici-
pation of youth and women in economic
activities.

The Country’s Microfinance Net-
work is established by the project and
it is registered in the Ministry of Labor
and Social Affairs. The Board of the Ye-
men Microfinance Network (YMN) was
elected by the member microfinance in-
stitutions (MFIs) in the meeting of the

General Assembly. The elected board is
a mix of experienced managers of MFIs,
young leaders and women.

After a very short period of its es-
tablishment, YMN was able to secure
membership of SEEP Network (a Wash-
ington D.C. based network of regional
and country microfinance networks that
is actively perusing the standardization,
transparency and capacity building goals
for microfinance industry).

In its meeting, the Board of Directors
of the YMN and the Project Board ap-
proved strategic plan and strategic direc-
tions of the Network Project, which aims
to establish a training unit that will focus
on delivery of customized trainings to
the staff of MFIs. It addition to that, it es-
tablished a training institute, which will
offer certificate and diploma’s in micro-
finance and economic development.

Labor inspectors trained on protecting children

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

SANA’A, March 9 — A training work-
shop, for occupational safety and health’s
inspectors from the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor and its offices from the
capital and four governorates, was inau-
gurated, in Sana’a, this Sunday.

The workshop, will give 35 partici-
pants, from the capital Sana’a, Aden,
Taiz, Hodeida and Hajja governorates,
knowledge and skills on health and safe-
ty inspection for child labor.

The workshop, which is organized by
the Combating Child Labor Unit (CCLU)
in the Ministry of Social Affairs and La-
bor, in cooperation with International
Labor Organization (ILO) and CHF, will
conclude on Thursday.

The inspectors will be trained on
national legislations and international
accords, the Occupational Safety and
Health Program, as well as on rights of
child labor.

Opening the workshop, Undersecre-
tary of Ministry of Social Affairs and
Labor, Abdu Al-Hakimi, affirmed that
poverty is one of the main reasons that,
makes families force their children out of
the house, for work.

He said that Yemen is not the only
country having child labor, and that the
phenomenon exists in all countries, even
the developed ones. But, the most impor-
tant thing is keeping children away from
getting involved in works that are dan-
gerous for them.

He confessed that the Ministry of So-
cial Affairs and Labor and its offices,
lack specialists in field of occupational
safety and health (with the exception of
Lahj), and said that they will, however
address this by training a number of prac-
ticing doctors.

Al-Hakimi, who had hoped for greater
female participation, said that trainees
should make the most of this workshop
and the ILO expert from Jordan, who had
come especially for the event, and apply
the skills gained in this workshop to their
everyday work.

CHF’s director in Yemen said that Oc-
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cupational Safety and Health Program
and inspection of child labor, was es-
pecially important in heavily populated
areas.

She expressed readiness to work with
the Ministry, ILO and the Charitable So-
ciety for Social Welfare Sand said, “our
program focuses on combating child
labor in four governorates and the min-
istry’s inspectors are an integral compo-
nent of the program.”

She considered the workshop as a
good chance for sharing experiences
and reflecting these experiences in field
work.

For his part, ILO’s Representative and
National Coordinator Yemen, Raidan
Al-Saqqaf said that the organization has
been working in Yemen since 2000, with
social partners and the government to
combat child labor.

He also said that the workshop is an-
other intervention towards strengthening
the institutional capacity to combat child
labor through labor inspections.

“We value our partnership with gov-
ernment, CHF and social partners and we
look forward to more cooperation in the
future,” he added.

Mona Salem, Head of Combating
Child Unit, said that this workshop is the
first one to integrate occupational safety
and health and child labor inspection, as
well as field oriented practical training.

Regarding alternatives to child labor-
ers, working in dangerous places and tar-
geted by the inspection, Salem said that
CHF’s ACCESS-Plus program, provides
families of the targeted children with
small projects helping their survival as
well as supports the family’s needs.

According to formal statistics carried
out in the year 2000, there are 420 thou-
sands child laborers in Yemen.

The ACCESS-Plus program, imple-
mented by CHF International and the
Charitable Society for Social Welfare
(CSSW) in Yemen has withdrawn 4,100
children from the worst forms of child
labor and prevents 3000 children who
are at risk of entering the worst forms
of child labor. The program started late
2008 and will continue until September
2011. ACCESS-Plus provides education
and life developing services to Yemeni
children, in the governorates of Hodeida,
Taiz, Hajja and Aden.

Child working on a construction site in Sana’a. Although Yemen is signatory to
the Child Rights Convention there are no implemented regulations on the ground
to ensure rights of children are protected.
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Cabinet stresses ongoing audit of exter-
nally funded projects

The Cabinet stressed on Tuesday the im-
portance of the ongoing audit of projects
performance in general and particularly
those benefiting from external funding.

This came during the Cabinet’s discus-
sion for a report presented by Minister
of Planning and International Coopera-
tion on the audit of the performance of
the projects financed by the World Bank
(WB) and the work plan issued by the
enlarged meeting held in last February in
this regard.

The Cabinet approved the wore plan
issued by the meeting of audit, directing
the Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation to provide an integrated re-
port to the Cabinet on the five projects
contained within the report and classified
in the dangerous situation.

In this respect, the cabinet stressed the
ministry report should include the diag-
nosis of the real problems facing these
projects in order to be discussed by the
Cabinet and to take strict actions to over-
come those problems, including those as-
sociated with the executive units.

Yemen, IRO sign agreement to build
centers for youths
Ministry of Youths and Sports and Inter-
national Relief Organization signed on
Tuesday a project of youth empowerment
which aims atbuilding centers for youthsin
Dhamar, al-Mahweet and Taiz provinces
at sum of $ 200,000.

The agreement of the one-year project

was signed by the first deputy minister of
sports and youths Muamar al-Eryani and
director of the project at the organization.

Under the agreement, the organization
would implement the project and offer
all required equipment and the ministry
would over all facilities to the organiza-
tion to bring the project into success.

There are Arab orientations to improve
high school education, says minister
Minister of Education Abdul-Salam
al-Jawfi affirmed on Tuesday that the
current orientations in the Arab region
pour in developing secondary education
through putting new visions and updat-
ing curricula in accordance with stan-
dards of the international development.
In a statement to Saba upon arrival back
from the 7th Conference of Arab Educa-
tion Ministers held in Muscat of Oman,
the minister said that the conference was
dedicated to discussing high school edu-
cation, noting that the conference empha-
sized the importance of giving a special
attention to this educational stage as it
requires greater updates in the approved
curriculums.

He described Yemen participation in
the conference as active as it delivered a
speech on behalf of the participating del-
egations at the end of the conference and
presented a work paper over educational
challenges and improving high school
curricula as well as the high school strat-
egy which was approved by the Yemeni
government to cover the period 2008-
2015.

In briet

Yemen, EU discuss cooperation on
fighting terrorism

Deputy Interior Minister Saleh al-
Zawa’ari held talks on Tuesday with the
EU delegation currently in Yemen on the
mutual cooperation on security areas,
topped by fighting terrorism.

During the meeting, al-Zawa’ari appre-
ciated the EU’s support to Yemen in dif-
ferent fields, especially in enhancing the
abilities of Yemeni security bodies.

The delegation’s head affirmed the
EU’s adherence to develop the coop-
eration relations with Yemen in different
fields, particularly in fields of fighting ter-
rorism and piracy.

He voiced readiness of the EU to sup-
port the efforts of Yemeni security bodies
in the two technical and training fields to
improve their abilities to face the current
security challenges.

He hailed the efforts Yemen makes to
fight terrorism and planned crime.

Over 60 people killed due to traffic ac-
cident

About 64 people were killed and 353 oth-
ers were injured because of traffic acci-
dents happened all over the country in the
first week of March.

About 240 traffic accidents have taken
place throughout the country in the week,
the Interior Ministry has reported.

The main reasons behind the accidents
were, as usual, excessive speed, drivers’
neglect, carelessness, wrong overtaking,
according to a traffic report issued by the
Traffic General Administration.

Wastewater treatment technologies
could help to save Yemen’s water
resources, and help curb the water
crisis in the country, a seminar told
participants on Wednesday.

The seminar, which aimed to edu-
cate people on how to make use of
wastewater for irrigation and clean-
ing, was held on Wednesday in
Sana’a by the Horizon Agencies and
Commercial services.

The seminar gathered an expert
from Biokube, a company that pro-
vides biological wastewater treat-
ment systems based in Denmark,
and a representative for Horizon.

“In Sana’a, there is a lot of waste-
water and by having this seminar on
wastewater cleaning systems and
applying these systems in Yemeni
cities, we will save a lot of lost wa-
ter and reuse it for irrigation,” said
Thab Jaffer Hamed, the executive
managing director of Horizon.

“Many Yemeni cities suffer from
water scarcity and by adopting
wastewater cleaning systems, peo-
ple would save a lot of lost water,”
he said.

He estimated that if wastewa-

Bio treatment of wastewater
to help save water in Yemen

ter cleaning systems were applied,
around 60 percent of Yemen’s water
would be saved especially water for
mosques.

Because Yemen is an Islamic
country, people go to mosques five
times a day and every time they
wash their faces, hands, and feet.
All the mosques provide the water
free to all people, and a lot of water
is being used every day.

Hamed suggested that, instead of
using fresh water for mosques, the
cleaned wastewater be used to save
water.

There is now coordination be-
tween the Ministry of Water and
Environment and Horizon to adopt
the Biokube systems in which
wastewater is biologically cleaned
by a special system designed for the
treatment of sewage water, accord-
ing to Hamed.

“We implemented one project in

Yemen for Total Yemen Petroleum
Company and the results are fantas-
tic,” Hamed said of the company’s
only project in Yemen so far.

“The cleaned wastewater can be
used for irrigation or construction
and Total in Yemen is using it for
construction,” he said.

“We should care about our envi-
ronment, and the treatment of waste-
water is definitely environment-
friendly, as it benefits the soil and
saves water resources,” he added.

Hamed wished that the Yemeni
government respond to this meth-
od of saving water saying Yemen
should adopt it to save its water.

Biokube was established in 2003
to design wastewater treatment sys-
tems, due to European Union coun-
tries having regulations demanding
all service water must be cleaned,
according to Mikkel Morville, dep-
uty CEO of Biokube.

In Denmark for instance, the Dan-
ish government made a law that all
individual houses not connected to
the sewage pipeline system should
install wastewater treatment sys-
tems, according to Morville.
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Ibb historical cities conditions discussed
The conditions of the historical cities in
Ibb province and the project to preserve
their infrastructure were discussed here on
Monday.

This came during a meeting included
Ibb Governor Ahmed al-Hajri, a team
from the German Technical Cooperation
Program (GTZ) and officials at the Gener-
al Authority for Conservation of Historical
Cities and the local council of Jiblah city.

At the meeting, the specialists presented
an explanation on plans and programs
aimed to maintain and restore the historical

The deputy highlighted brotherly rela-
tions between Yemeni and Egyptian peo-
ples and mutual cooperation in different
fields. He wished to hold such exhibition
annually.

DHAMAR

Yemeni Red Crescent, French Red
Cross study food security project in
Dhamar

Secretary General of Dhamar Local Coun-
cil Mujahid al-Ansi discussed on Monday
with representatives of the Yemeni Red
Crescent and French Red Cross related

cities and highlight their old heritage.

preparations to implement the project of
reinforcing food security in the governor-
ate, co-implemented by the two bodies and
funded by the Commission of the Euro-
pean Union.

Al-Ansi listened to an explanation of the
project which aims at promoting food se-
curity through implementing activities tar-
geting the increase of agriculture products
and improving water resources.

The project targets 14,000 people in ten
villages out of four districts in the gov-
ernorate, specially those districts which
already implemented water and environ-
ment reforms projects.

The governor stressed the importance
of preserving the nature of the historical
cities, which represent the historical trea-
sures of Yemen and the inherited wisdom
and faith.

He pointed out that the cities of Jiblah
and Old Ibb are of the important historical
cities and preservation of them and their
traditional characters would give the future
generations a clear picture about the suc-

Wadco Company

cessive civilization of the Yemeni man. Services . Sana’a
MAHRAH

Indian Reliance to conduct geological employee Wlth hl gh
survey in Yemen

The Indian Company of Reliance is to be-
gin soon conducting geological survey in
the blocks No. 37, 34 in Mahrah province.

The announcement came in a met-
ing held on Monday in Ghaidah city of
Mahrah province and gathered the Local
Council General Secretary Salem Nomaier
and the general manager of security in the
company.

The meeting discussed the preparations
to start the survey works in the two blocks
which would be implemented by a Rus-
sian company.

Nomaier affirmed the readiness of the
province’s leadership and the local coun-
cil to facilitate the company’s tasks in the
province.

TAIZ

Trade exhibition

Yemeni-Egyptian
opened

Deputy Governor of Taiz Abdullah Amir
opened on Tuesday the trade exhibition for
Yemeni Egyptian products in Taiz prov-
ince.

VACANCY

need for a professional commercial

excellent experience of no less than
three years in the petroleum services

and commercial dealings field.

The applicant must be fluent in written
and spoken English and proficient in

computer applications.

Interested candidates should send
their CV to fax No. (01) 682700 or

email: help@wadco.com.ye
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Advertisement

Employment Opportunities

We are an international company developing an exciting new project in the oill/minerals sector has
vacancies for the below positions. Theze positions will be fisld based:

Civil Construction Supervisor (1).

This isa fixed term contract. for up to & months. The Civil Construction Supervisor will work as par of the consimiciion
munapement icam responsible for supervising the cvil constroction of the process plunt, nssociatcd infrastmichure
und villiage. This job hobder wall be responsible to ensure that quality comtrol and 1esting procedures arg carricd ol
i acsordansce with the contragct requirements, Tlhis role will report o, and be accountable 1, e Civil Construction
Superiniendent. This role iz based ai site and will be working shift patem.,

ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS

= Moo 5 vear of mdustry experience.

*  Expeéndics in mi-5ie supervisory mobe overseeing copsiucion or work ol o suuilar ialure.

*  Beable o use Excel, Word and otler modern office PC softwine programimes

= Hawe the paticnee and skills w0 work closcly with cngineers and contraciors from diffcrent culiines

= Heable to develop teckmical interchange and undersianding.

= A diploma in Constructon Engmesrmg.

= Abaliy 1 deliver in demanding conditions

= Flexible approach

= Be able o esiablish a good working relationship with rmany different people, cliens, other managers, designers
and SUpcrvisogs.

*  Self reliunt.

Civil Construction Quantity Surveyor (1)

[his is a lixed werm contract, for a maximum period of up 0 6 months. The Civil Construction Quantily Surveyor
will waork as pan of the constrsction management rem responsible for validating the civil consmmiction of the process
plani, associated infrastmuciure and village. This job holder will be responsiblz on the validation of civil constuiciion
coniractors achvities apninst project design drawings, pariicalurly prior o placement of concrete, mamtenunce of
pecurile estimles of work completed and forecast work 1o complete, meluding coanprehensive bills of quaniiiies and
comparison of quandity forecasis o budgets. This role will repon o, and be acopumiable o, the Civil Consomgiion
Superintendent. This robe is based at site and will be working shift panem

ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS

= Minimum 5 yvear of mdusiry experience.

- I'.tp..;rl-:.:ru.:-:.: ill Cir=sale g|p-;|'-.15ur_~. r|_|||.: I,'\l'n.'l.:rz.l.,:l.ﬁrlt! l:_:l_'lll!.l,rl,li.'lil_'lrl T W l:_:lTk ul'u :.IIIIIIi_I,r Alure,

= Beable o nse Excel, Word and atlser meodern office PC sofresanc programimes

= Hawe the parience and skillz 1o work closely with engineers and condraciors from different culiires
= Heable to develop tocknical interchange and understanding.

= A diploma in Civil Copstruction Enginesring or Cuaniity Surveying .

. Abalily 1 deliver |_1-:_'r||i|:||;llr|t'_ codilions

« B able o establish a good working relationship with many different people, clients, other managers, designers
and SIpCryizoes,

Sclf relinni

To apply please send vour OV with a cover letter to reorpifingrchancesw pmail.com. The subject of your g-mal
should be the job utle vou are applying o along with Use Position Belerence Mumber wlhich is shown alongsade the
job fitle, Amy application withor the reguired informarion will nod be considered for any of the roles. The closing
daic for applications is 21 March 2010, Thee 1o the high intcrest shown in these moles it will unfornmascly nod be
possible fo reply to cveryonc. Therefore if vou have not heard from us by 5 April 2000 please

ding.com

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND POPULATION
SCHISTOSOMIASISI CONTROL PROJECT (SCP)
PROJECT ADMINISTRATION UNIT (PAU)

Announcing Vacancy National
CONSULTANCY SERVICESON INDIVIDULE FINANCIAL AUDITER FOR PILOT CAMPAIGN

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND POPULATION (MOPHP
SCHISTOSOMIASIS CONTROL PROJECT (SCP

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The Government of Republic of Yemen has applied for financing from the World Bank toward the cost of the Schistosomiasis Control Project (SCP) and
intends to apply part of the proceeds to cover the cost of the contract for Consultancy Services on individual financial auditor for the pilot campaign.
The Project Administration Unit (PAU) within Ministry of Public Health and Population intends to hire an individual financial auditor for the pilot campaign
who will be contracted to carry out the following tasks:

Scope of Services of the Assignment
For the fulfillment of the objectives of the assignment, the procedures by the Consultant to be followed will have the following minimum scope:

Task 1 : Independent Verification of Invoices for disbursements

1. After the implementation of Pilot campaign, the Consultant will verify and certify the consistency and the eligibility of invoicing documents sent by
the National schistosomiasis control project (NSCP) in accordance with the project financial management guidelines for campaigns-based
preventive chemotherapy at centralized and decentralized levels. Based on this certification, the World Bank will disburse these invoices for
NSCP for eligible expenditures up to the project’s maximum contribution per campaign as specified in project implementation plan .Verification will
ensure that :

a) The campaign implemented by the NSCP was in compliance with the planning and financial management guidelines for campaign-based
preventive chemotherapy.

b) The cost of pilot campaign implemented and invoiced by the NSCP was in compliance with budget and cost breakdown of the project
implementation plan.

c) The beneficiaries receiving the drugs were eligible to receive such drugs and consistent with WHO guidelines based on the endemicity and
specificity of the targeted geographic areas.

Based on this review and verification, the consultant will certify through the PAU for the World Bank that:

Invoices submitted are in compliance with the below mentioned guidelines,

Invoices submitted are in accordance to the time schedule and budget proposed for implementing pilot campaign..

Invoices submitted are for eligible expenditures

the drugs required to be disturbed during implementation were adequately calculated, have been provided timely for  procurement, and were
available at the most decentralized level of the health system
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The verification and certification should be provided no later than Three weeks after the receipt of the NSCP complete invoices to the Project Manager.
Based on this certification the World Bank will clear disbursements to replenish the expenditures claimed by these invoices.

Task 2: Progress Reports including campaign Compliance to Planning and performance of the implementation of the campaigns :

1. After the implementation pilot campaign, the Consultant will:

a) Review these plans and verify their compliance to the national and district level campaign-based preventive chemotherapy planning guidelines for
drug administration in fixed and temporary sites.

b) Review the budgets proposed as part of these plans and verify their compliance to the campaign-based preventive chemotherapy financial man-
agement guidelines to disburse funds during the implementation of campaigns and their compliance to the budgets planned as part of the Project
Implementation Plan (PIP).

2. Based on this review and verification, the consultant will certify for the World Bank through the PAU that:

a) The campaign plans are in compliance with the above-mentioned guidelines, and are in accordance to the time schedule and budget proposed
for implementing this campaign specified in the project implementation plan.

b) The drugs needs were adequately calculated, have been provided in a timely manner for procurement, and are available at the most decentralized
level of the health system.

3. progress report including campaign compliance to planning and performance of the implementation should be provided no later than three weeks
working days after the receipt of the NSCP complete progress reports from all targeted districts.

Task 3 : Independent Verification of Project Coverage

a) Coverage Verification reports. The consultant will review and verify the coverage data that originated from a synthesis of Management
Information Systems (MIS) and monitoring data from the field, and that data provided by NSCP related to coverage indicators as defined above.
The consultant will verify by collecting data independently after completion of implementation of Pilot campaign distribution of praziquantel in
selected sentinel sites. These sites will be selected so as to be distributed throughout the target areas and to offer a representative sample of
the diverse geographical and epidemiological characteristics of Yemen. These sites should, to the extent possible, be the same sites selected for
the epidemiological and impact surveys conducted by another firm. Based on the above, the consultant will submit a coverage verification report
related to the three coverage indicators mentioned above after completion of drug distribution in pilot campaign. The report should be provided
no later than three weeks after the receipt of the NSCP complete invoices to the Project Manager.

Qualification of the Consultant

*  Have a bachelor degree in accounting/finance and is licensed Certified Public Accountants (CPA).

. Experience in auditing externally funded projects especially communicable diseases, preferably with experience in neglected diseases.
. Experience with input and outputs verification methodology.

. Experience with multilateral supported projects.

. Fluency in spoken and written English and Arabic is mandatory.

Consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the World Bank’s Guidelines Selection and Employment of Consultants by
World Bank Borrowers, January 1997 (revised September 1997, January 1999 and May2000) and printed April 2004 revised October 1,2006 .

Interested applicants, who meet the above requirements, may submit their applications with their CVs and supporting documents - to the Project
Administration unit (PAU) by 31th March 2010 - the PAU located on the 2nd floor in the Ministry of Public Health and Population - Al-Hasaba
- Sana'a. Tel: 00 967 1 252221 - Fax: 00 976 1 252221.

Attention: Dr. Abdulhakim Al-KohlaniThe Project Administration unit (PAU) by 31 March 2010 - the PAU located on the 2nd floor in the
Ministry of Public Health and Population - Al-Hasaba - Sana'a - Tel: 00 967 1 252 221 - Fax: 00 976 1 252 221

The Government of Republic of Yemen has applied for financing from the World Bank toward the cost of the Schistosomiasis Control Project and intends
to apply part of the proceeds to cover the cost of the contract for recruitment of Project Administration Unit Secretary, Programme Data Entry clerk. The
Ministry of Public Health and Population now invites Yemeni qualified applicants for the position according to the job descriptions and qualifications
specified below:

Project Administration Unit Secretary

Duties and Responsibilities:-

1. Assist other staff in the area of project management.

Arrange for and/or attend meetings on day-to-day administrative matters and makes recommendations for follow-up action.

Coordinate the secretarial services of the office. Brief and train new secretaries and give guidance to other secretaries on office procedures.
Prepare, on own initiative, correspondence, reports, evaluation and justification, as required, on general administrative or specialized tasks which may
be of confidential nature within the assigned area of responsibility.

Receive screen, log and route incoming correspondence and prepare /dispatch outgoing pouch.

Arrange and maintain important Project calendar and receive high-ranking visitors.

Draft non-substantive correspondence and ensure follow-up.

Maintain policy, confidential and general management files.

. Compile data, maintain documents and draft report related to the project.

0. Assist visiting of staff in project related matters and make local administrative arrangements for meetings and seminars.

1. Keep lists of names, addresses and telephone numbers of government officials, governorates health office and schistosomiasis programmme
coordinators.

12. Perform other duties as required.

13. Duration of the assignment one year and renewable as required, and the probation period shall be for 3 months.

14. Location of workplace will be in the project located in Sana’a city.
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Qualifications of Secretary:

Qualifications would be the following. However, experience and performance in prior assignments would also be a key factor in the selection process:
i) A minimum of Secondary School degree, or any other related fields.

i)  Atleast Diploma degree in secretary and archiving.

iii) At least 3 years experience in the field of secretary and archiving.

iv) Proficiency in the use of computers and software applications (at least Microsoft office”.
v)  Good experience in internet application.

vi) Proficiency in Arabic and English.

vii) Good communication skills.

viii) Good experience in writing of drafting official letters.

ix) Typing skills at least 60 word per minute in Arabic and English.

x)  The ability to translate Arabic to English and vise versa.

Programme Data Entry Clerk

Duties and Responsibilities:-

1. Enter all coverage data received from governorates into the central database at NSCP on the basis of reports received from the governorates after
campaigns implementation.

Maintain the database of NSCP data on appropriate software.

Ensure the data quality and security.

Entering and maintaining all data of drugs received to the NSCP store ..

Assist in making feed back to the governorates after each campaign.

Measurement amount of drugs required in campaigns al the level of districts and governorates, in according to the targeted numbers and depending
on programme standards.

7. Assist in monitoring of activities impact after each campaign implemented.

9. Entering and analyzing parasitological surveys data.

10. Assist in monitoring the progress towards schistosomiasis elimination and do reporting arrangement.

11.  Ensure the maintenance of computer equipment and maintenance of the hardware and software inventory in the NSCP.

12. Undertake other duties assigned by NSCP manager .

13. Preparing and Production of Maps in according to data entered.

14. Duration of the assignment one year and renewable as required, and the probation period shall be foe 3 months.

15. Location of workplace will be in the project located in Sana’a city.
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Qualifications of Data Entry:

Qualifications would be the following. However, experience and performance in prior assignments would also be a key factor in the selection process.

i) Aminimum of Secondary School degree, or any other related fields.

i)  Atleast Diploma degree in Computer System.

iii) At least 3 years experience in the field of data entry.

iv) Proficiency in the use of computers and software applications, especially; Excel,Access, PowerPoint, Word, Document Scanning and Document
Imaging.

v)  Good experience in internet application.

vi) Proficiency in Arabic and English.

vii) The ability to operate Mapping System.

viii) Typing skills at least 60 word per minute in Arabic and English.

ix) The ability to translate Arabic to English and vise versa.

Interested applicants, who meet the above requirements, may submit their applications with their CVs and supporting documents to the address below by
31 March , 2010. Selection will be processed in accordance with IDA (World Bank) guidelines for selection and employment of consultants and the IDA
Financed Project Management Units (PMUs) Guidelines for Establishment and Operations.

Attention: Dr. Abdulhakim Al-Kohlani d
The Project Administration unit (PAU) by 31 March 2010 - the PAU located on the 2" floor in the Ministry of Public Health and
Population - Al-Hasaba - Sana’a - Tel: 00 967 1 252 221 - Fax: 00 976 1 252 221
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By: Nisreen Shadad
For the Yemen Times

he desperate struggle of
refugees to find peace in
this world seems endless.
They describe themselves
as dead rather than alive.

They are not only at times deprived
of water, food, clothing and shelter, but
also ignored and insulted because of
the color of their skin.

They face a perilous journey in
search of better living conditions. But
year by year, they find themselves and
their children becoming poorer and in
need of more support.

Refugees are demanding the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) to pursue a more hu-
mane policy and assist them to secure
their legal rights.

The condition of Ethiopian and So-
mali refugees is unstable and has wors-
ened, according to the Yemeni National
Organization for Defending Rights and
Freedoms (HOOD).

More than 1,000 refugees died in
2008 on the way to Yemen according
to UNHCR reports, yet refugees con-
tinue to face abuse and harassment if
they reach Yemen alive.

Ethiopian and Somali refugees say
that they are ignored when they report
to government hospitals, police offices
and schools. They allege that rapes and
assaults remain uninvestigated and that
the UNHCR does little to assist them
and protect their rights.

The head of the prominent Oromo
Ethiopian refugee community in Ye-
men was murdered after receiving
anonymous death threats from other
Ethiopians for months.

“My husband Ahmed Ibrahim was
killed on December 20, 2008, and the
criminal runs free. Before his death,
my husband reported to the UNHCR
many times regarding the threat to his
life, but received no help,” said Fayo
Abdullah, Ibrahim’s wife.

HOOD has a file with has three re-
cords of protection requests from Ibra-
him to the UNHCR.

The first request was recorded on
August 18,2008 saying that the Ethio-
pian government was following him
and threatening to kill, kidnap or send
him to prison. The second request was
recorded on October 11, 2008, which
said that Ibrahim was afraid and in need
of a solution for his security problem.

In the last request, made on Decem-
ber 20, 2008, he begged the UNHCR
to solve his problem because he was in
a difficult position. Ibrahim ended his
report with, “I will wait for you.” On
the same day, Ibrahim was killed in the
afternoon.

“UNHCR did not protect my hus-
band, nor did it follow the case and
catch the criminal. Finally, I myself
followed the case and the criminal was
caught. However, after six months, he
[the criminal] was released again,” said
his wife.

Deported despite refugee status

Iftu Abdosh, 23, an Ethiopian refugee,
has another story to narrate. She origi-
nally came to Yemen in 2004 and found
work as a domestic worker near the air-
port. Her husband Usman, 29, came to
Yemen in 2003 and found work as a
guard for a building on Hail Street.

Her story sheds light on the wide-
spread and serious violations of laws
in Yemen.

Abdosh was captured by security
forces and put in a prison for three
days. Abdosh alleged that in the prison,
she was raped by five men. On the third
day, in March 2009 she was deported
from Yemen to Somalia, although she
is Ethiopian.

She told her story: “I used to go to
my work in the morning and put my
two children in the care of the UN, but
recently they closed the day care cen-
ter. One day, while I was coming back
from my work, I took my children and
came home. I was living on Al-Daeeri
Street. Suddenly I saw a number of po-
lice men who forced me into their car.
I was not the only one they captured.
There was a big number of Somalis
who had met the same fate. They put
me and my children in one dark iso-
lated room and all the other Somalis in
another. They interrogated me asking
the location of my husband, but I did
not tell them.”

Abdosh was in the fourth month of
pregnancy when she was put in the
prison, but because of the inhuman
treatment she faced, she had a miscar-
riage.

“On the third day, they deported us. I
was sick and when I reached Somalia,
I went to the UNHCR to ask them for
a solution,” she said. “Although I have
refugee status from the UNHCR, still I
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Refugees in Yemen demand their rights
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Iftu Abdosh and her husband Usman were separated after she was deported
without reason to Somalia in March last year.

was deported.”

For six months, Abdosh’s home was
the street in Somalia and her only way
to keep herself and children alive was
to beg.

“One day in August, a group of Ethi-
opians beat me. They picked up a big
stone and threw it at my head and I fell
down. They then threw it once again at
me, to make sure that I had died.”

“Some Oromo Ethiopians contacted
the UNHCR to transfer me [from the
street] to the hospital, but the UNHCR
did not. Therefore, the people put me to
the hospital and took care of my chil-
dren. I spent 15 days in the hospital.
During this period, the International
Committee Red Cross (ICRC) con-
tacted my husband in Yemen informing
him about my condition. They told him
to take the children back because they
said, ‘Your wife will not survive.” The
Red Cross in Ethiopia sent my hus-
band a letter regarding my condition
[through the Red Cross in Yemen] to
give it to the UNHCR in Yemen.”

“I went to the UNHCR [in Yemen] in
August to give them the letter, but they
told me to come the day after,” said
Abdosh’s husband, Usman. “When I
went to them the next day at 8:30 in the
morning, they told me to come after 15
days. I refused to leave the place be-
cause the life of my family was in dan-
ger. I demanded them to take my chil-
dren from the street and keep them, but
they didn’t respond. While I was wait-
ing for a response, at 3:30 p.m., seven
UNHCR guards beat me with sticks.”

“Beat me, I will die here,” Usman
then told the guards, losing all hope of
being able to see his family again. The
ICRC came to his rescue.

“I badly needed money to come back
to Yemen,” said Abdosh. “I begged and
finally collected the required amount. I
traveled to Yemen on a small old fish-
ing boat. I reached Ahwar in Aden in
mid- October.”

In June, Usman said an Ethiopian
stole his clothes and a fridge belonging
to the owner of the building.

“I reported the crime on August 18,
at Al-Mua’alimi police office. But no-
body came to investigate and the build-
ing owner kicked me out,” he said. “I
reported this to UNCHR as well, but
they didn’t protect me.”

Usman is frequently arrested and he
said that the UNHCR does not protect
him.

“I have contacted the UNHCR from
time to time to release me, but they
have not responded,” said Usman, who
has been arrested and then released
several times.

Harassment

Dawood Burjani, a 35 year-old Ethio-
pian refugee, also complained that
Yemeni law and the UNHCR have not
been able to protect him in Yemen.

“I fled from death to live in Yemen
peacefully, but the indiscriminate fight-
ing has followed me,” he said.

“I came to Yemen in 2003 and lived
on Safia Street. I was abused and got no
help form the Yemeni government or
from UNHCR,” Burjani complained.

Burjani admits getting into fights
with both Yemenis and the Ethiopians.

“Once, some Yemenis, wearing civil
clothes, attacked my house at 12:00
a.m. and tried to rape my wife”, he
said. “There are spies all around who
want to kill me.”

Burjani wonders how long he will
be able to resist the abusers, less alone
even a little of his dignity.

Many refugees have said that UNH-
CR employees beat and insult them, or
and brought security forces to beat and
arrest them to stop them from demand-
ing their rights.

According to Samir Haddadin, in
charge of protection at the UNHCR,
some refugees attack the guards, and
so the guards retaliate. He said it is not
right to do this, but it is a natural reac-
tion from the guards. He added that this

guard was punished.

Refugees suffer from racism as well.

“Yemenis insult us because of our
color and saying ‘Ya Habashi, ya as-
wad’ meaning ‘hey you black Ethio-
pian,”” said Burjani.

“Yemenis are hospitable, but about
a year ago, Yemenis began to harass
us. They told us you to leave because
we were spoiling their country,” said
Alwan Bakri, 32-year-old Ethiopian
refugee. “Not only are we harassed by
Yemenis, but we were also attacked
by the Ethiopians who were with the
[Ethiopian] government.”

“I was expelled from more than a job
because I took more than a day off. For
a year, I follow the procedures of the
UNHCR to give me the recognition for
Refugee Status. Finally, I got it in June
24,2004,” said Burjani.

Mohammed Osman, 50, Ethiopian
refugee, broke his right hand in a car
accident on September 28, 2004, but
the offender refuses to compensate him
until this day.

Many handicapped refugees are un-
able to work and receive poor assistance
and rehabilitation from the UNHCR as
well as the Yemeni government.

“I hope to be able to relate my story
to the UNHCR, but I can’t. Why are
there so many barriers preventing me
to meet them? After all, we are also
humans and we have rights too,” one
of the refugees said angrily, adding that
“to die is better than this life.”

Refugee status for non-Somalis

One of the reasons behind the system-
atic detention and refoulement of refu-
gees, Ethiopians in particular, is that
the authorities do not recognize Ethio-
pians as legitimate asylum seekers, a
discriminatory policy that violates in-
ternational law, according to the 2009
annual report of Human Rights Watch
(HRW).

Even the few who make it to the of-
fices of the UNHCR without being ar-
rested by the security forces and who
then secure UNHCR recognition as
refugees, don’t receive official status
from Yemeni authorities. This leaves
them vulnerable to serious and continu-
ous abuse, according to HRW.

The Yemeni government refuses to
issue Ethiopian and other non-Somali
refugees with any kind of identification
documents, said the HRW report.

In its report, Human Rights Watch
recommended Yemen to investigate al-
legations saying that Ethiopian embas-
sy officials in Sana’a coerced Ethiopian
detainees in Sana’a immigration deten-
tion facility, into signing documents in-
dicating they were willing to return to
Ethiopia. Moreover, the report also said
that the UNHCR had not taken enough
efforts to ensure better protection for
Ethiopian refugees and asylum seekers
in Yemen. HWR is particularly con-
cerned about UNHCR’s failure to press
the Yemen government more forcefully
and consistently to allow asylum seek-
ers to seek refugee status regardless of
their nationality.

Little support

Scores of female refugees are in need
of care and attention. Neither do they
have family, nor are they able to work
because of being old or sick.

Asel Othman, whose tears don’t stop,
needs care and attention for her two
babies. She is unable to work because
of having twins aged five months. She
approached the UNHCR to leave her
babies in their care so that she could go
to work. They however refused to take
her children because they are so young,
although UNHCR had recommended
that they do this.

People like Asel line up every day in
front of the UNHCR, awaiting a solu-
tion out of their misery.

Halango Sedq, a sick old woman
lives in a camp beside the UNHCR
headquarters in Sana’a with her two
young daughters.

“I was supported by UNHCR for
three months, but recently they stopped
the aid, so I am without a house and
stay in this camp,” she said.

Moreover, Sedq alleges that her back
pain is a result of being arrested ille-
gally repeatedly and beaten by the Al-
Wehda police officers.

Beaten

Many refugees are complaining about
the guards of the Refugee Health and
Community Development Project in
Sana’a (IDF).

Zahra Sharif, an Ethiopian refugee
in her forties, reported to HOOD that
she was seriously beaten by Refugee
Health and Community Development
Project in Sana’a (IDF) guards and she
is suffering from head injuries, even
today.

“The UNHCR did not investigate my
case. They left me bleeding and now I
am very sick,” Sharif said.

Threats and harassment has driven
the refugees crazy. Fatima Yusuf, a 27
year-old Ethiopian refugee and Bur-
jani’s wife, suffers from a gradual onset
of depression, according to the mental
health hospital report issued on Febru-
ary16, 2008.

“When I went to work, some men
followed me to touch me. The owner of
the house I was working in was harass-
ing me as well. I have given up work
completely and stay at home,” said Fa-
tima.

“UNHCR says that my wife is cra-
zy, but it’s not true. The reality is that
the hard life has stressed her. We are
deprived of peace, dignity, even from
fresh air. We neither live nor die. When
we go out, we are insulted and beaten.
Many Ethiopians lock the door of their
houses to save the life of their family.”

Discriminated against at school
Many Ethiopians keep their children of
school age at home because of fear of
harassment.

“When my child goes to play, other
children beat him because he is black,”
said Mohammed Osman, an Ethiopian
refugee. “Children throw stones at me
as well when I try to intervene.”

Burjani is working as a cleaner.

“We don’t have another choice, even
if we want to have a better job with a

good salary,” said, adding “The future
of our children be even worse as they
are totally deprived of any kind of edu-
cation.”

“Public schools refuse to accept our
children and UNHCR is just watching
passively,” said one of the Ethiopian
refugees. “I want to study, but my fam-
ily doesn’t have money for registration,
notebooks and the uniform,” said an
Ethiopian girl aged 13.

Yusuf Hassan, from the Somali
Community Service, said, “Refuges
have difficulties to continue their edu-
cation because of lacking financial sup-
port. They leave university to work and
support their families, even in types of
jobs that can’t be enough for rent and
satisfying their families’ hunger.”

“The private schools also refused to
accept refugees’ children because the
letter of recognition for refugee sta-
tus is not an acceptable document for
them,” Hassan added.

In a recent report on education for
refugees in Yemen, the UNHCR noted
all of these complaints and suggested
some solutions to overcome these chal-
lenges.

“Refugee children are equally able
to attend local primary and secondary
schools together with Yemeni chil-
dren,” noted the report, explaining that
primary education is free of charge for
Yemenis and refugees, and that school
books are provided by the Ministry of
Education.

The UNHCR report however noted
that identification documents such as
birth certificates are required which
many refugees do not always have.

“In Sana’a, no statistics are available
on the enrolment rate of refugees in ei-
ther primary or secondary school,” fur-
ther noted the UNHCR report. “During
participatory assessments, it became
clear that many refugee children are
not enrolled in public schools.”

Some Somalis surveyed attributed
this partly to the cost of school sup-
plies.

The UNHCR noted in the report that
Somali refugees as well as non-Mus-
lims, Ethiopians and Eritreans reported
being discriminated against in schools.
The Somalis claimed that teachers
often gave them unjustifiably lower
grades than their Yemeni classmates.

The report suggested that buses be
provided as a form of transport and an
income generating activity for refugee
drivers to solve the problem of schools
being too far away from the homes of
refugees.

“Children with special and learning
needs are not catered for and unaccom-
panied minors need not only shelter
facilities but also education. A compre-
hensive baseline survey is needed and
would assist in addressing education
gaps among refugees in Yemen.”

Taking action

In a press conference in February to dis-
cuss the issues of the refugees, Samer
Haddadin, senior protection officer at
the UNHCR, said that the budget of the
UNHCR is not sufficient for improving
the condition of refugees in Yemen.

However, following a letter sent by
HOOD about all the cases mentioned
in this article to the UNHCR and to
the National Committee for Refugees
at the Ministry of Interior, a protection
group has been created to address these
issues.

The protection working group,
whose members are from UNHCR, the
government, NGOs and refugee com-
munities, aims to discuss the harass-
ment cases against refugees, including
reasons and solutions.

In a meeting on Sunday, the work-
ing group discussed increasing random
arbitrary arrests from the area of Safia
in Sana’a, according to the chairman of
the Somali Refugee Community De-
velopment Committee (SRCDC), Mo-
hammed Adbi Adam.

Samer Haddadin, senior protection
officer at the UNHCR, said corruption
is everywhere, but that the meeting
would work toward slowly putting an
end to it.

“Refugees also should stand against
oppression. When refugees bribe the
police officers to release them, they
help others to exploit them. Let them
arrest you and we will all work to re-
lease you and try the perpetrators,” he
said.

Abdul Salam Jawhar, from the Na-
tional Committee for Refugees in the
Interior Ministry, said that he is ready
to follow up the cases of any illegal ar-
rest and release the innocent.
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Opinion

By: Marc Lynch
Foreign Policy

he failed underpants

bomber's alleged (and in

my view probable) ties to

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian

Peninsula have led to an
outburst of calls to "do something"
about Yemen. President Obama says
it is a high priority to partner with
the Yemeni government. British PM
Gordon Brown calls for a global Ye-
men summit. Joe Lieberman warns
that Yemen will be the next war. In
fact, this risks becoming a classic case
of massive overreaction playing right
into the hands of a terrorist group. The
Obama administration, which actu-
ally has been working on the Yemen
issue all year, now risks falling right
back into the classic catalog of Bush-
era conceptual and practical mistakes
as it scrambles for a response. To get
Yemen right will require getting the
complicated terrain of Yemeni and
Gulf politics right -- not just looking
for some kind of military intervention
or an influx of foreign aid in order to
be seen to have "done something", and
not reducing it to an al-Qaeda or COIN
problem.

Direct American military interven-
tion in Yemen is so obviously ludi-
crous that it shouldn't even need to be
said. Even the hyper-interventionist
conservatives at the Washington Post
op-ed page allow that "U.S. ground

Don't lose perspective on Yemen

troops are not needed, for now." They
never should be. The U.S. is already
struggling to fully resource and equip
a mission in Afghanistan which has
been defined -- rightly or wrongly -- as
vital to American security and inter-
ests. The U.S. simply does not have
the resources to embark on a military
mission in Yemen. If you think Af-
ghanistan is a sinkhole, you will love
Yemen. The yawning gap between
the extent of U.S. interests and the
resources necessary to make a differ-
ence is even greater in Yemen than in
Afghanistan. And the optics of yet an-
other American military intervention
in the Arab world -- under Obama,
no less -- would be devastating to the
wider Obama outreach strategy. (On
the positive side, at least committing
scarce U.S. troops to Yemen would
make a military strike against Iran that
much less likely.)

But the intellectual framework for
such a commitment to Yemen is al-
ready there. The great principle of the
new American global COIN thinking
has been that ungoverned spaces and
failed states offer safe haven for ter-
rorists, and must be brought to heel
through the spread of legitimate gov-
ernment supported by population-
centric counter-insurgency military in-
tervention. Applied crudely to Yemen,
this suggests encouraging the Yemeni
government to spread its writ by force
through the ungoverned spaces of the
vast country. This would be a disaster

-- provoking many more rebellions of
the Houthi variety and radically desta-
bilizing an already disastrous situation.
Applied more thoughtfully, it leads to
the kind of whole-of-government en-
gagement recommended by Andrew
Exum and Richard Fontaine in their
recent CNAS brief.

But it is important to think carefully
about the nature of the U.S. interests
there, the kinds of resources which
would be required to seriously affect
the dynamics which matter to the U.S.,
and how actions in Yemen would fit
into wider strategic concerns. I've al-
ways thought that the global COIN
conception is a recipe for overstretch
and exhaustion, as the frontier end-
lessly recedes and American resources
are squandered in a futile attempt to
bring order to the unorderly parts of
the world. To say that Yemen's state
failures produces conditions which al-
low some dangerous things to develop
does not necessarily mean that mas-
sive action is required -- the world is
full of suboptimal outcomes beyond
our means to repair. Decisions should
not be made to escalate or initiate com-
mitments to Yemen in a politically-
charged, reactive way. And what ever
is done had better take seriously the
key political issues in the Gulf and Ye-
men -- where AQAP is only one small
part of an extremely complex environ-
ment.

The rush to partner with the Yemeni
government to "tackle extremism",

as Gordon Brown says, illustrates the
need to think carefully about the po-
litical dimension. The government of
Ali Abdullah Saleh is to a great extent
the problem, not the solution. Ever
since Saleh recanted on his vow to not
seek re-election and cheated his way to
victory over Faisal bin Shamlan (who
symbolically died this week), Yemen's
political system has taken a sharp turn
for the worse. Corruption, always bad,
has skyrocketed. So have human rights
abuses and political repression, includ-
ing a wide range of attacks on media
freedoms. Heavy-handed security ser-
vices have a lot to do with the outbreak
and perpetuation of the Houthi rebel-
lion; as Joost Hilterman points out,
"the Houthi leadership has portrayed
its position as purely defensive against
acts of state oppression and attacks by
the Yemeni army." In short, partner-
ing with the Yemeni government to
provide honest, legitimate government
may seem like a good response, but
it is not likely to succeed. If you like
working with Hamid Karzai, you're
going to love Ali Abdullah Saleh.

The Saleh government is more pre-
occupied with the Houthi rebellion,
raging since 2004, than with AQAP
even if we care more about the latter.
The Yemeni government is also wor-
ried about the southern insurrection,
and about keeping Saleh in power at
any cost. Combating "extremism" is
a vague formulation which misses the
complexities of these multiple insur-

gencies and political challenges. The
Yemeni government will no doubt
be happy to take American and inter-
national money and support to strike
against its enemies, but don't expect
that it will do anything approaching
what we want them to do.

Many smart people have proposed
that the U.S. rely on the Saudis to
play a pacifying, stabilizing role. This
would be a mistake. The Saudis have
a long history of meddling in Yemeni
affairs. It never goes well. Yemenis
deeply mistrust their larger and wealth-
ier neighbor. The recent Saudi military
incursion against the Houthis has not
exactly pleased Arab or Yemeni public
opinion -- and has been a major story
in the Arab press for months now, even
if largely ignored in the U.S. The Sau-
dis have also unleashed a massive pro-
paganda campaign in support of their
intervention which ties the Houthis to
Iran as part of a wider regional agenda
-- a dangeorus reinvigoration of the
Sunni-Shia tensions which reverber-
ated through the region in the mid-
2000s. What's more, the Saudis hardly
need to be convinced that defeating
AQAP is in their interest -- the main
reason that APAQ is in Yemen now is
that the Saudis ruthlessly destroyed
the al-Qaeda organization inside Saudi
Arabia after 2003, and many of its
members fled to Yemen to regroup.
Inviting more Saudi interventions into
Yemen is a recipe for disaster.

Other very smart people suggest

-- correctly -- that military solutions
aren't going to do it, and that the better
response would be more development
assistance. Development assistance is
nice, and I'm generally for this kind of
whole-of-government assistance and
engagement, but Yemen is one of the
most underdeveloped places on earth,
with a vast expanse and an inhospita-
ble terrain and extremely limited state
penetration. It is also mind-bogglingly
corrupt. Development aid sent to the
Yemeni government will likely simply
be funneled in to the same kinds of
projects that are currently well-funded
(many of them on the Riviera), or else
wasted like water in the ocean.

So what should the U.S. do? Pretty
much what it's been doing in the Obama
administration, which has in fact been
thinking seriously about Yemen all
year and which has quietly been work-
ing there in some constructive and
some unconstructive ways. It's never
as satisfying as a morally pure call to
battle, but the administration shouldn't
over-react or under-react. Be patient,
build intelligence and CT assets, strike
against clearly AQ targets when avail-
able but only where the civilian costs
will be minimal and the rewards high,
search out local partners... the usual.
But the administration shouldn't fall
into the trap of thinking it must "do
something" to fend off political harp-
ing from the right and end up over-
committing... or taking steps which
ultimately make the situation worse.

Storms rage around Yemen

By: Samuel Segev
Winnipeg Free Press

he failed attempt to blow

up Northwest Airline's

flight 253 over Detroit on

Christmas Day was new

proof that the problems
the United States is facing in the Is-
lamic world are deeper and more com-
plex than President Barack Obama
initially expected.

This attempt came shortly after Maj.
Nidal Malik Hassan assassinated 13
fellow Americans on Nov. 5 at Fort
Hood military base in Texas.

In both cases the evidence shows
clear links to al-Qaida in Yemen. They
were also an alarming indication that
Osama bin Laden, with discreet Irani-
an blessing, has decided to resume his
attacks against the U.S. -- on American
soil.

This did not come as a surprise to

American and Western intelligence
services. In November, just a few
days before the killings at Fort Hood,
a secret meeting took place in North-
ern Yemen, with the participation of
Iran's Revolutionary Guards, al-Qaida
in Afghanistan, Lebanon's Hezbollah,
Yemeni Shiite Houthy militants and
representatives of the Somali Shabab
terrorist group. The purpose of this
meeting was to co-ordinate attacks
against Saudi Arabia and Western in-
terests in the Gulf of Aden.

Iran promised financial assistance
and military supplies, while Hezbollah
and al-Qaida undertook the training of
the Somali Shabab and the Yemenite
Houthys.

It is not surprising that both Iran and
al-Qaida are making Yemen their main
operational base. An impoverished Ye-
men is facing a separatist rebellion in
the south and intensified insurgency
in the north. The control of the central

Yemenite government is weak and in-
effective.

Since 2004, Iran has encouraged the
Shiite Houthy tribes in Northern Ye-
men to intensify their struggle against
the pro-Western Yemeni government.
Iran wants to break Yemen's ties to
the West and also wanted to establish
a Shiite pro-Iranian state in Northern
Yemen and along the Saudi border.

The regular presence of Iranian na-
val units in the Gulf of Aden helps not
only in smuggling arms and Hezbollah
instructors into Yemen, but also as-
sists Iran's larger strategic aspirations.
Just as the Strait of Hormuz protects
the passage of Iranian oil to the world
markets, the Yemeni port of Aden and
the Somali port of Djibouti control the
sea passage from the Indian Ocean to
the Red Sea and the Suez Canal.

On Oct. 19, Yemen's pro-Western
president, Ali Abdullah Saleh, openly
accused Iran of arming the Houthy
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By: Hameed

rebels in his country. On Nov. 10, the
Saudis imposed a naval blockade in the
Red Sea, the effectiveness of which is
still unproven.

President Saleh is an autocrat with a
fair amount of blood on his hands. But
Obama has no choice. He has to work
with him if he wants to prevent Iranian
control of the Gulf of Aden and assure
stability in Saudi Arabia.

Obama is convinced that Yemen has
become an incubator of terror and it
poses a regional and global threat that
must be confronted. According to sev-
eral sources, there are now in Yemen
between 200 to 300 trained terrorists,
ready for action. Obama is sending
to Yemen small units of U.S. Special
Forces to train Yemeni anti-insurgency
units. The military equipment includes
unmanned drones and various types of
short-range missiles.

All these issues could impact on
Obama's presidency. Pending a fresh
policy review, Obama is continuing
his efforts to win the hearts and minds
of the Islamic world. He has encour-
aged Turkey to mediate a solution to
Iran's nuclear crisis. The ultimatum
to impose harsher economic sanc-
tions against Iran was extended by one
month while Senator Bob Kerry, the
chairman of the Senate's foreign af-
fairs committee, was advised to delay
his planned visit to Tehran pending the
outcome of the struggle between Ira-
nian President Mahmoud Ahamdine-
jad's hardline regime and his liberal
opposition.

Obama, however, knows that his
Republican opponents are knocking
loudly on the White House doors. They
don't want to miss the opportunity to
regain control of at least the Senate in
the November congressional elections.
His drive to win the Islamic world's
heart could prove to be too risky to the
Democratic party for it to continue.

Samuel Segev is the Free Press Mid-
dle East correspondent.

Republished from the Winnipeg Free
Press print edition January 5, 2010
AlO

The Yemen crisis

By: Md.Yamin Khan
The New Nation

he US-led war against ter-
rorism entered a new phase
in December 2009 when
military action switched
from Afghanistan to Ye-
men, the US launched Cruise missiles in
concert with Yemen government forces ,
who used tanks, helicopters and artillery
to storm mountain villages suspected of
harbouring Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda
network. The Yemen crisis is totally in-
stigated by the US-led imperialist forces.
Yemen was home to many of the Mu-
jahideen who fought against the Soviet
Union when they invaded Afghanistan.

Many Mujahideen returned to Yemen
after the conflict ended. At the end of the
Afghan war against the Soviet Union
a significant number of training camps
flourished in Yemen for much of the
1990's.

As the US manhunt for the Muja-
hideen (who the US has termed as al-
Qaeda operatives) around the world
after 9/11 intensified, Yemen was an
ultimatum to join America's crusade
against the Ummabh. Like Parvez Mush-
arraf of Pakistan, President Ali Abdullah
Saleh capituated to US demands and as
part of deal agreed with President Bush
he accepted US aid in return for promis-
ing to round up the former Mujahideen.
9/11only intensified US demands onYe-
men. Saudi Arabia has long been trou-
bled by Yemen's increasing lawlessness,
its porous border, and the ability of local
villages to cross at will.

On orders from President Barack
Obama, the US military launched cruise
missiles on the 20th December 2009
against two suspected al-Qaeda sites in
Yemen. The US has now directly inter-
vened in Yemen. President Ali Abdullah
Saleh joined America's war on terror.

The Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, for
the US and any power, will always rep-
resent an important strategic water way.
Over 30% of all crude oil and over 10%
of global trade pass through this region.
The US has also failed to achieve vic-
tory in Somalia which across Yemen has
a coastline with Gulf of Aden, and as a
result focused on controlling the region

through the seas. There has been a heavy
presence of foreign naval warships in
the Gulf of Aden and along the Somalia
coastline.

The launching of US attacks in Ye-
men fits within US aims to control the
Gulf of Aden after failing to defeat the
Somalia regime and due to America's
general strategies in Africa. It seems the
US is using the Yemenis regime's inabil-
ity to deal with its domestic problems to
meddle in its affairs and establish a per-
manent presence in the strategic water-
ways of the Aden. It's the crusade of the
imperialist forces against Islam. After
9/11 the imperialist crusaders have been
colonizing all the Muslim lands and pil-
laging its resources. The imperialists
are massacring the innocent Muslims
in Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine, Bosnia,
Chechnya, Herzegovina and Kashmir.
After the destruction of Khilafah in 1924
CE at the hand of Mustafa Kamal , the
imperialist powers confined the Muslim
lands with boundaries by exerting the
so-called nationalist concepts on Mus-
lim Ummabh in the name of "Divide and
Rule policy" for exploitation and perse-
cution.

Allah has given obligatory to all the
Muslims to be united. Allah says, "The
Believers are but a single brotherhood:
So make peace and reconciliation be-
tween contending brothers; and fear Al-
lah, that ye may receive Mercy" (Surah
Huzarat: 10). The Muslim brothers of
Yemen are victimized by the new cru-
saders.

The Muslim Ummah lead a miserable
life due to none-existence of the Khila-
fah state and the absence of the guardian
like Allah-fearing ruler, Khalif.

The affluent Muslim Ummah was the
leading super power during the Khilafah
state. So we need an ideological state
based on Islam to free all the Muslim
lands like Yemen from the crusaders and
erupt all the boundaries based on nation-
alism by turning the 57 Muslim states
into one single state which will establish
the Sharia rules.

That can be the golden age of the Kh-
ilafah ruling system. Khilafah can com-
bat all the foreign aggressions. Thus, we
have to try and struggle to reestablish
Khilafah.
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By: Arieh O’Sullivan
& Felice Friedson

The Media Line
hen Hanny
Elqutub, the son
of Palestinian
refugees, arrived

in America thirty
years ago he was focused on carving
out a life for himself in Houston, Texas.
Palestinian identity was a frame of
mind but never something he engaged
in personally.

“Sometimes people who went to the
U.S. or Europe or South America were
running away from bad economics,
running away from occupation,running
away from political circumstances,”
Elqutub says.

But now, the mortgage broker says
he and his fellow Diaspora Palestinians
spread out across the globe believe
they have something to contribute
toward the shaping of a sustainable,
democratic, secular Palestinian state.

“The American experience inspired
me to work towards having the same
thing in Palestine,” says Elqutub.

The state of Palestine does not yet
exist; the courts are still not working,
local government has numerous
problems, not to mention health care,
education and infrastructure. For the
first time, representatives of Palestinian
communities abroad have come to
Bethlehem to kick-off the independent
“Palestine network”.

“Welcome to your second home,”

announces Ramzi Khoury, executive
director of the Palestine Network. “You
are representatives from 23 countries
who have chosen to be engaged in
building this Palestinian state and not
just talking about it. This is a do tank,
rather than a talk tank. This is not a
political club.”

Of the estimated 10 million
Palestinians living today, at least
half live in what Palestinians call its
Diaspora — away from the region.
According to Khoury, the Palestine
Network is establishing chapters across
the world that will serve as a conduit
for professionals, entrepreneurs and
intellectuals to lay the foundations for
a Palestinian state.

“If you want to build a democratic
state you need to tackle all the sectors
of that state,” Khoury says. “So doctors
need to come down here and revamp
our health system, engineers need to
come here and help us build, lawyers
and judges need to come and help us
create an independent judiciary and a
state of law, and we need educators.”

The Palestine Network is not just
another charity or source of funding.
The Palestinians have many economic
backers. In 2008, global financial aid
to the Palestinian Authority exceeded
$2bn, including about $526m from
Arab countries, $651m from the
European Union, $300m from the
US and about $238m from the World
Bank, according to the Arab League’s
2009 economic report.

The founding conference, sponsored

Palestine’s New Network
Palestinians form “Jewish-Agency-style” network to build future state

by the governments of Germany and
Belgium, was held in the opulent
Convention Center on the outskirts of
Bethlehem, hub of Palestinian culture
and tourism.

The network’s goal is to use expertise
from Palestine’s Diaspora communities
to develop the local economy, judiciary,
education and health infrastructures in
what will be the future state.

With half a million people of
Palestinian origin living inside its
borders, Chile represents the largest
Palestinian community outside of the
Arab world. Daniel Jadue of Santiago
believes they can help.

“l have been working for the
Palestinian cause for about 30 years,”
Jadue says. “This is the first time that
the Palestinians from outside and the
Palestinians from inside Palestine are
in the same space discussing and taking
decisions like a nation.”

For some visitors who had grown
up in a democratic society, the visit to
the region brought a stark realization
of the struggles the local Palestinians
have had to face in the seemingly
endless conflict with Israel. All were
intensively questioned by security
when arriving via Israel and some were
refused entry and sent back.

Working with local Palestinians
may also prove to be challenging when
it comes to allocating resources and
aid. A board was chosen to help map
out future endeavors.

Nabil Shaath, a minister in the
Palestinian Authority and former peace

negotiator, says that the amount of
money that is expected to come from
the Palestine Network “is not going to
be significant.”

“But their involvement with their
country, their commitment, their
networking is going to be an element of
strength for the people inside as much
as satisfaction for the people outside,”
the minister adds.

“I understand that the many people
who emigrated are willing to really
come back, either permanently or
to make businesses and go back
again, which is fine with us,” Shaath
concludes.

The Palestinian Network is setting
up clubs across the world, several
each in major cities like London
and Chicago. The first club will
symbolically be in Jerusalem, headed
by Theodosios Attallah Hanna, Greek
Orthodox Archbishop of Sebastia.

Notably absent were Palestinians
from Arab states, where an estimated
1.2 million live. Khoury says that club
formation there was contingent on
Arab governments’ approval, which
they hope will come later. Clubs will
also be opened in the West Bank
and Gaza as well as inside Israeli
Arab communities. Non-Palestinian
supporters were also welcomed.

Claudia Baba, a Palestinian
American from Houston, Texas, says
forming a solid base for democracy
is necessary for a future Palestine to
remain free and accountable.

“Leaders come and go,” Baba

says. “But as long as institutions are
intact and strong enough to withstand
whatever type of leader may come
into office, then your chances for a
democratic state to last, be viable and
to work for all the people are much
better.”

The Palestinians are the first to
admit they have borrowed from the
Israeli experience, which set up the
Jewish Agency to build Israel.

“It is a model, why not,” Khoury
says. “It was a network like this that
established the Jewish state idea. What
they did is create all the programs
on the ground to bring in Jews into
Palestine and create the infrastructure
that is still needed for the state of Israel
today.”

“Today there are many networks out
there which are there to support Israel,”
he continues. “Some of them are left-
leaning, others are right-leaning. You
find them clashing and arguing and
they are not harmonious. But at the
end of the day they are there to support

Israel ...and this is what Palestine
needs.”
Michael Jankelowitz, spokesman

for the Jewish Agency, says that the
Palestine Network is not the first
attempt at setting up a worldwide
organization of Palestinian Diaspora.
He mentioned that even back in 1929
the British offered both the Jews and
the Arabs in Palestine help in setting up
a national agency that would serve as a
forerunner to an independent state.
“The Jews accepted the challenge

and the Jewish Agency was formed,
but the Arabs rejected it,” Jankelowitz
says adding that previous attempts
by the Palestinians to set up “Jewish
Agency-like” organizations fizzled.

“But now, if their goal is to set up a
state that will live peacefully side by
side with Israel, then I say this step is
better late than never,” he says.

And like the Jewish Agency, the
Palestine Network aims to imbue a
greater sense of identity to the members
of their Diaspora communities.

“l have always said that culture
is a way to demonstrate or prove the
existence of a people and that is what
we need to prove,” says Odette Yidi, a
19-year-old student from Barranquilla,
Columbia. “We need to revive that
feeling among our (Palestinian)
community that we have a place of
origin, that we have a culture and a
tradition.”

The week-long conference left
participants  energized to move
forward.

“Our main goal is to build the
economy and help build the democratic
Palestinian ~ state,” says Elqutub.
“We have a lot of expertise in our
community. I'm talking specifically
on the American side. I was really
surprised to see how much expertise
and wealth we have in South America
and in Europe. We have a number
of experts in their fields; doctors,
engineers, professionals, successful IT
businessmen and they have a big role
to play in the future of Palestine.”

Researcher says jihadi

By: Benjamin Joffe-Walt
The Media Line

conomic  terrorism s

becoming the preferred

tactic of radical Islamic

thinkers and terror

organizations, an 11-year
study of public Islamist discourse has
found.

Dr Gabriel Weimann, an expert on
the use of online platforms by jihadi
ideology on the Internet, has released
a paper arguing that radical Islamic
thought is increasingly supportive of
terrorism whose goal is to paralyze or
severely weaken Western economies.

The paper, based on an 11-year study
of over 7,000 radical Islamic websites
and forums, claimed that Islamist
terrorist organizations are increasingly
interested in operations that will yield
the most economic damage, such
as attacks on western multinational
corporations, Muslim boycotts of those
organizations, attacks on resources
'looted' from Muslim countries such as
oil fields in Iraq and assassinations of
Western economic leaders.

"Jihadists increasingly predict that
the economy will be the ultimate fall
of the West," Dr Weimann told The
Media Line. "Whatever the enemy

is in the perceived clash between the
Muslim world and the west - be it the
U.S. or the capitalist system - if it is
to be destroyed, one of the ways to
help this happen is by forcing Western
economies to dedicate more and more
resources to fighting terrorism, security,
and support of Israel."

Dr Weimann, a professor of
communications at Haifa University
in Israel and American University
in Washington, DC, argued that the
focus on economic terrorism began
after Osama bin Laden boasted that
the September 11 attacks on New York
City's Twin Towers had cost Al Qaeda
$500,000 to carry out but would cost
the U.S. $500 billion in damages.

"We have been monitoring terrorist
presence on the net for 11 years now,"
he said. "We started with 12 websites
in 1998 and we are now monitoring
7,500 websites, forums, chat rooms
and social networks, so I can say that
econo-jihad is not entirely new and
they already used economic terrorism
in the past."

"What is new is how prominent
this has become in the discussions,
in the messaging, and in the plans
for the future as to what should be
done and what would be helpful," Dr
Weimann continued. "It doesn't mean

Econo-Jihad
ideology increasingly focuses on economic targets

that econo-jihad will replace violence
and conventional terrorism. The one
complements the other. As they see
it, the more violent we are, the more
resources the West will have to devote
to defending against us and the more
they do this the weaker they are, so
they like attributing the economic
crises in the West to the insurgencies in
Iraq and Afghanistan."

Dr Weimann also contends that the
radical Islamic armed struggles against
the U.S. presence in Afghanistan and
Iraq are not necessarily aimed at direct
military victory, but rather at damaging
the American economy by forcing
prolonged expenditure on as many
active military fronts as possible.

The study also found a growing
focus in radical Islamic forums on
Western finance publications and
expert analyses of the myriad factors
influencing Western economies, such
as terrorism, war, oil prices, natural
disasters and a volatile stock market.

"Jihadist Internet monitoring
alongside terrorist activity in the
field, is evidence that the economic
turn actually influences the terrorists'
targets, which have included oil-
drilling infrastructures,  tourism,
international economic institutions and
more," he said.

Shadi Hamid, Deputy Director of
the Brookings Doha Center and a
fellow at the Brookings Institution's
Saban Center for Middle East Policy,
commended the study.

"I don't know if we can say this is
a new trend, but as Prof. Weimann
noticed since 9/11 we've been
seeing a clear and intensified shift in
calculation towards attacking symbols
of economic power," he told The Media
Line. "There is also a recognition over
the last year that the global economic
crisis will provide extremists with an
opportunity to use the economic crisis
to their advantage.”

"The U.S. has been economically
weakened and there is a lot of internal
opposition to the costs of the wars,"
Hamid said. "Al Qaeda knows this
so it makes sense to concentrate on
that vulnerability. If they can make
these wars more costly for the U.S. it
will hurt them more than in previous
years."

Dr Jack Kalpakian, an associate
professor of politics at Al Akhawayn
University in Morocco, added that
one aspect of the growing focus on
economic jihad was a desire among
radical Islamist theorists to unite the
disparate groups identifying with
global jihad.

"The idea of an economic jihad is not
new, but there has been a noticeable
shift in emphasis," he told The Media
Line. "It has become a widespread
approach because it unites both the
violent and non-violent Islamist groups
and, in some cases, helps force a more
rapid Islamization of any society."

"Here in Morocco, for example,
supporters of economic jihad attack
the economic interests of groups
that do not tow the Islamist line," Dr
Kalpakian said. "If someone opens a
bar, who will defend the bar owner?
In other words if you place ordinary
Muslims into the position of having to
choose between defending the human
rights of a person their religion says is
a bad person [the bar owner] or joining
the Islamists, they will be forced to
choose the latter. So there is a kind of
strong logic behind this approach and
they are using it."

Ayala Shefa Hanan, a scholar of
economic jihad at Israel's Bar Ilan
University, said that the supporters
of economic jihad were principally
interested in boycotts, not militant
operations.

"It is a very new theological concept,
and economic jihad is different from
what we traditionally think of as

jihad," she told The Media Line. "Most
theorists of economic jihad do not
speak about attacks on the World Trade
Center or the targeting of economic
symbols.”

"It's using money against the
enemy," Shefa Hanan said. "What
Arab intellectuals have done is taken
the traditional idea of jihad and applied
it to modern economic theory. With
this logic, if you buy a McDonalds
hamburger, the money will be used to
kill Palestinians and people in Arab
countries, so economic relationships
with the United States and Israel are
forbidden and boycotting them is a
holy act of jihad."

Dr Mordechai Kedar, Shefa Hanan's
academic supervisor and a specialist in
Arab political discourse and mass media
at the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic
Studies, argued that economic jihad
posed a major threat to the stability of
western societies.

"Economics is the blood that flows
through the veins of any state, and a
major component of political stability is
economic stability," he told The Media
Line. "So if you want to hurt a nation,
you do it through their pockets. This is
the logic, so if this jihad continues to
be waged in a clever, organized way,
then it certainly poses a threat."

By: Benjamin Joffe-Walt
The Media Line

ne might expect a

new  groundbreaking

service or technological

innovation on a

passenger airline to
come first from the big leagues.

British Airways and Air France were
the first to fly the Concorde, Singapore
Airlines was the first to offer first
class suites and Virgin was the first to
provide an in-flight masseuse and will
soon be taking passengers into space.

But the crown for the world’s
newest a la mode in-flight service
lands this month on the head of a less
predictable carrier: Oman Air.

Earlier this week the Sultanate of
Oman’s national airline made aviation
history with the first successful flight
to provide both wireless Internet and
cellphone service to passengers.

The MidEast Makes Aviation History
First flight to allow both cellphones and wireless Internet takes off

Oman Air’s Airbus A330 flew
from the capital Muscat to London’s
Heathrow airport with passengers
browsing the net on their laptops,
making and receiving calls on their
cellphones and sending SMS text
messages from 35,000 feet back down
to their loved ones.

“Itwasaverysuccessfulexperience,”
Philippe Georgiou, Chief Corporate
Affairs Officer at Oman Air told The
Media Line. “We provide cutting edge
technology because we want to be
pioneers in whatever we do. You are
fully connected just as you are on the
ground, and I would expect the major
carriers to follow very quickly.”

“It’s been a race against the clock,”
he said. “This shows how a modest
local airline expanded into the
international arena and managed to
position itself as a first choice airline
for discerning travelers.”

Oman Air has witnessed massive

growth since it was first founded in
1993, turning the small Gulf state’s
capital Muscat into a regional air
traffic hub.

The airline’s fleet of 15 Boeing 737s
and four Airbus A330s offer direct
flights to 36 destinations, including
Britain, Germany, France, Thailand,
Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
the Maldives, ten cities in India and
throughout the Middle East.

The airline offers business class
passengers lie-flat seats, and a new
‘Mini Suite’ for first class passengers.

But OnAir, the Swiss technology
that provides Oman Air’s jets access
to both the web and cellular networks,
said the next two airlines expected
to offer the ‘full suite’ of in-flight
communications services would also
be in the Middle East: Saudi Airlines

and Egypt Air.
“The Middle East region is very
active in  connectivity,” Benoit

Debains, the CEO of OnAir told
The Media Line. “These services are
becoming a must-have throughout the
region and OnAir is taking a leading
share in this market, providing in-
flight communication services to
airlines in Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Egypt
and Jordan.”

“Innovation is not exclusive to big
airlines,” he added. “In fact airlines
that are not as big have to come up
with new services and new ideas in
order to compete.”

In-flight access to the web and
cellular networks is achieved using
Inmarsat SwiftBroadband, which
provides high-bandwidth voice, data
and Internet through satellites.

“There is Wi-Fi available in-flight
in the U.S., and in-flight cellular
services have been offered outside of
the U.S., but this is the first time that
these two products are flying together
on the same aircraft,” Debains said.

“So passengers can use their own
cellphones, and they will be billed by
their own cellular provider as if they
are roaming anywhere in the world,
and a Wi-Fi service which is available
to passengers for purchase using a
credit card.”

Debains dismissed concerns that in-
flight communications might interfere
with the safety of the aircraft.

“Aviation is such an industry that
if there was a single doubt about
the safety of this system it would
never have been certified by aviation
authorities,” he said.

OnAir also provided the technology
for the first flight to provide in-flight
cellular service to passengers on an
Air France flight in December 2007.

“Since then we have expanded
the service with a number of clients,
including, British Airways, RyanAir,
TAP Portugal, Royal Jordanian,
Watania and Qatar Airways,” said

Debains.

David J Bentley, an analyst with Big
Pond Aviation, said Oman Air is just
one of many smaller airlines that tend
to lead the way in innovation.

“It’s quite a forward looking,
ambitious airline,” he told The Media
Line. “They are up against three very
strong regional competitors — Emirates,
Ethihad and Qatar Airways — so they
have to differentiate themselves from
all other airlines in the Middle East.”

“Sometimes it is the smaller airlines
that are quicker to embrace these kinds
of challenges than the other ones,”
said Bentley. “There’s been a sort of
hiatus on in-flight entertainment and
communications as the technology
was found wanting and in the past the
introduction of these kinds of services
has not made a huge splash. So I think
the bigger airlines want to wait to
see whether these services generate
interest.”
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Business

Pakistani Deputy Ambassador to Yemen Ahmad Sirohey receives the award
for largest foreign delegation to the exposition. Thirty-three Yemeni busi-
nessmen attended the event.

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

KARACHI, Feb. 7- Yemeni business-
men have asked that authorities in
both Yemen and Pakistan boost trade
relations and work on creating a
direct conduit to enable ease of trad-
ing between the two countries.

“We call for enhancing trade rela-
tions between Yemen and Pakistan,”
said Chairman of Albaida’a Industrial
and Commerce Chamber, Mohammad
Musa, referring to the difficulties
Yemeni businessmen face when
importing goods from Pakistan.

Heading the Yemeni businessmen’s
delegation, who participated in Expo
Pakistan, held in Karachi on February
26-28, Mousa said that the main
issues included the lack of direct
flights to and from Pakistan, strength-
ened security measures in Sana’a
International Airport and a lack of
formal coordination.

“Pakistani products are of very
good quality with excellent prices, as
compared to other countries export-
ing goods to Yemen,” said Mousa, as
he expressed his gratitude to the hos-
pitality of Pakistani people to the
Yemeni delegation.

The Yemen Times met a number of
businessmen in Karachi and dis-
cussed the future of trade between
Yemenis and their Pakistani counter-
parts.

Mohammad al-Fakhri of the
Al-Fakhri Company for Trade says
the expo included many Pakistani
products, both industrial and com-
mercial, “We have come to investi-
gate importing rice and this visit is a
chance to visit the Pakistani factories
producing it.”

Al-Fakhri, who also owns another
company providing oil services,
added that he has received another
invitation to attend a future expo in
this field, scheduled for next May
18-20 where he will be looking for
further business opportunities.

Abdo Hassan Mohammad, Director
of the Home of Medicine and Food
Company found medical appliances
with good prices and quality, saying
“most of the major international com-
panies have factories in Pakistan. We
met with participating delegations in
the expo and expressed our desire to
sign contracts to buy medicines and
medical appliances. We also import
several types of Pakistani rice and we
intend to import dates, biscuits and
juices.”

Abdul Rahman Ibrahim,
Commercial Manager of the Al-Wadi
Trade and Investment Company told
us that he is going to import various
foods from Pakistan and has already
signed a contract worth USD 3 mil-
lion.

Formal demands to facilitate com-
merce with Yemen

The Deputy Pakistani Ambassador in
Yemen, Ahmad Sirohey, spoke out
before his country’s officials, explain-
ing all the obstacles that faced
Yemeni businessmen. He described
the strict measures the Yemeni dele-

gation underwent in Sana’a
International Airport, as a direct
result of the news coverage on al-
Qaeda militants coming from
Pakistan and Afghanistan which was
published earlier in international
newspapers.

“All of the Yemeni businessmen
were initially banned from traveling,
but then allowed to board only five
minutes before the plane took off,”
said Sirohey, directing his speech to
Executive Chairman of Trade
Development Authority of Pakistan,
Syed Mohibullah Shah. “Seven oth-
ers were detained in the airport for
two hours whilst security officials
were inquiring why they were want-
ing to travel to Pakistan.”

As he negotiated with Yemeni offi-
cials to ease these measures imposed
on traders, he also urged his country-
men to try to avoid further problems
in the future.

He stated that Yemeni businessmen
have signed contracts worth more
than USD 20 million. While others
also have contracts to become agents
for Pakistani companies in Yemen.
Others are planning further transac-
tions.

Common concern for Pakistan and
Yemen

Al-Qaeda attacks remain the main
reason officials gave as challenges to
development. In the concluding cere-
mony of the expo, the Pakistani State
Minister for Commerce, Makhdoom
Amin Fahim, said that the media has
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A Yemeni businessman negotiates a deal with a Pakistani medical equipment

supplier.

misrepresented Pakistan to most
world countries, in their coverage of
terrorism issues.

Terrorism has badly affected
Pakistani world exports and invest-
ment in the country, he said. But he
added that the event had been suc-
cessful, despite security problems.
He argued for improving the industry
and solving the difficulties facing it
at this moment in time.

“Manufacturing in the country is
still fragmented as compared to China
and India... cotton, in particular,
needs to be seen as an important fac-
tor for export,”

Yemen trade delegation wins the
Best Delegation Medal

In the concluding ceremony, the
Minister of Finance, Shawkat Tarin,
the Minister of Commerce,
Makhadoom Amin Fahim, and the
Executive Chairman of Trade
Development Authority of Pakistan,
Syed Mohibullah Shah, handed over
medals to both the organizers and
participants of the expo.

Expression of Interest

Secondary Education Development and Girls Access Project (SEDGAP)
Credit No. 4401-Yem & Grant No. TF-94223 & KFW 2007 65 404)

These requests for expression of interest follow the General Procurement Notice for this project that
appeared in the UND Business and DG Market dated April 13, 2009.

The Yemeni delegation was award-
ed the Best World Delegation Medal.
They were the most successful in
terms of conducting business and
signing commercial contracts. The
Head of the Pakistani Mission,
Ahmad Ali Sirohey, received the
medal.

Pakistan, besides its great aeronau-

YT Photo by: Mahmoud Assamiee

Pakistani handicrafts were on display at the exposition.

tical industry, is famous for the man-
ufacture of medicine, leather, motor-
cycles and textiles. Pakistani people
are also very skillful in handicrafts.
It is renowned for producing and
exporting rice to most Asian coun-
tries. Yemen alone imports 80 percent
of its rice from Pakistan, according to
Yemeni businessmen. It is also

famous for producing and exporting
cotton. As it enjoys a varied climate,
the country’s agriculture produces all
kinds of grain, vegetables and fruit,
exporting these natural products
throughout the world. Pakistan also
has a large fishery and produces sea-
food for neighboring countries.

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND POPULATION
PROJECTS IMPLEMENTATION UNIT (PIU)

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

FOR INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANCY FIRMS

To Conduct

Design Modification of Al-Ghaidah General Hospital (RFP # 01 )

The Ministry of Public Health and Population has received Governmental Support from the
Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation (MOPIC) and intends to apply this support
to payments under the contract to conduct the design modification of "Al-Ghaidah General
Hospital" in Al-Mahrah Governorate.

The objective of the Consultancy and expected tasks:

1— Survey and Soil investigation.

2— Prepare Site plan, Site development in terms of buildings, utilities, infrastructure, External works
landscaping, Floor plan to define the layout of various departments in terms of zoning, space,
accommodation inter & intra department relationship.

The Ministry of Education (MOE), Republic of Yemen has received a credit from the International
Development Association (IDA), Multi-Donors Trust Fund and Kfw Grant towards the cost of
Secondary Education Development and Girls Access Project and intend to apply part of the proceeds
of this credit & grants to payments under the contracts for the below-listed consulting services.

The Project Administration Unit now invites eligible Individual consultants, to indicate their
interest for conducting the Technical Assistance: Developing Manual for Implementing Awareness
Campaign

Interested consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the
services (description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, availability of
appropriate skills, etc.)

The selection of the consultants will be in accordance with the procedure set out in the World Bank’s
Guidelines: “Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers, May2004 and
revised October 2006” Interested consultants may obtain further information during working days
Sat.-Wed. form 8:30AM to 3:00 PM the address below to which the expression of interest must be
delivered by March 24,2010

Basic Education Development Project

60 m Southern Rd. —Bait Meyad

Tel:+967-1-619163, Fax: +967-1-619219

Email: The project Director: a.al-arashi@y.net.ye

Email: The procurement Officer: sqawasemi@yahoo.com
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3— Final detailed designs for Al-Ghaidah General Hospital.

4— The above tasks and design modifications would be based on the existing model design provided
by the Ministry of Health / Sultanate of Oman

5— Prepare Tender Documents

The Ministry of Public Health & Population (MOPHP), through Projects Implementation Unit (PIU)
now invites eligible Local and International Consultancy Firms to indicate their interest in providing
the services.

Interested consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the
services (brochures, description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, availability
of appropriate skills among staff, etc). Consultants may associate to enhance their qualifications.

Consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in Government Law of Tenders
and Bidding documents.

Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below during office hours from
9:00 to 14:00 hours.

Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below by within two weeks of the date of
this advertisement:

Ministry of Public Health and Population
Project Implementation Unit (PIU)
4™ Floor - Al-Hassaba — Sana’a
Tel: + 967- + 1 252224
Fax: + 967- + 1 251622

E-mail: hrsp@y.net.ye
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SAFER trainees with the trainers, the
managers of General Authority for

Civil Aviation and Meteorology and :-
the representatives of SAFER Safety,
Employees Health, Security and 4 a | nifaguram
Environment Management 3 o i et

Beside the great work SAFER company is doing to explore and produce oil from the oil J I & Lahure
well no.18, it has also been working on developing the capacities of its employees. ; E Pt unsas
This chief concern of qualifying experienced national cadre from all the levels inside - ;
Yemen and outside is considered to be an important value to SAFER to keep its
credibility.

SAFER’s strategy to improve its employees capacities aims at uplifting its services to
meet its clients’ demands, according to international standards and a high level of
quality.

Among the services SAFER provides its clients and the companies it is working with ~ ~ i | e OSSR
near the oil well no.18, SAFER has paved the SAFER landing strip to receive the planes
to transport of its employees in the oil section. The planes are made built to the highest
air safety standards.

In order to build the national cadre’s capacities, SAFER company, in cooperation with
the General Authority for Civil Aviation, has conducted a course to train twelve of its
employees to extinguish any fire on the planes.
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purchased for cutbaund ireeed on or before 5151 March 2070, Fares are inclusyve of all iaxss and fusl sechanges.
— 1 Aditional restictions appiy. For mane details corac your e invel agenl or Emirshes on Tel: 11 444442

The course will take place at the General Authority for Civil Aviation and will focus
on training employees on saving passengers according to the international aviation
requirements if a fire were to break out.

€ Oxfam

Monitoring Specialist

Oxfam, an international NGO, works with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and
suffering. Oxfam GB invites Yemeni nationals to apply for the position "Civil Society &
Gender specialist" to work in the Monitoring and Evaluation Unit based in the Ministry o
Planning and International Cooperation (MPIC). This post is for "1 year", renewable.

We are looking for a dynamic and experienced monitoring specialist to support the
Monitoring and valuation Unit of the MoPIC in monitoring the implementation of the 3rd
FYP and promote partnership between civil society and government. S/he will also build
capacity of partners specifically in monitoring.

The specialist will work within the team of M&E Unit and undertake a pro-poor and gender ERE B duubaralbaalis | 447 d vulhas
analysis of the M&E System used by the M&E Unit, study the existing M&E systems and g I B v 12 & i X 5

identify gaps and potential areas for interventions, assist i capacity building activities,
contribute into M&E reports, enhance the CSOs participation & gender in monitoring
the implementation of the 3rd FYP, strengthen the communication among development
partners, and provide ongoing technical support to the M&E plans.
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The applicant must have proven experience monitoring implementation of government
plans & policies with an understanding of poverty and gender equity issues. S/he must
have degree in social sciences or related discipline. S/he must have proven experience in
capacity building of CSOs in monitoring. S/he must have excellent command in the usage
of computers and office software packages, excellent interpersonal communication skills,
fluency in Arabic and English. Sound knowledge issues would be an asset.

TO APPLY

Please send a copy of your CV with covering letter clearly outlining how you meet the
requirements of the job to:

www.mpic-yemen.org
Interested candidates who have the necessary qualifications and background may
submit their applications by fax to 01239703 or email kawara2005@gmail.com with a
letter of expression of interest and CV attached.

Closing date: One Week fro m the advertisement Date

(Qualified female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply.)
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Readers View

By: Hanna Al-Hodaimi

hen walking on

any street, we see

thousands of peo-

ple around us. It is

really interesting to
try to find just one who is special and
attracts our attention. Once I found a
man who was totally special yet he at-
tracted little attention but he attracted
mine.

I used to see that man every day
when I went to my work based in
Sana’a Street. He is a really amazing
man about thirty years old; a tall man
with a tanned skin. He has curly hair, a
nice nose and beautiful eyes. Any man
with these bodily features deserves to
be a model. That is the only thing I
knew about him when I became aware
of his existence.

Some believe that anyone can dis-
cover the personality and the life style
through appearance only and, in this
case, I totally agree. I'm not particu-
larly intelligent and have no superpow-
ers that would help me discover his life
style, but anyone could recognize this
man with just a glance.

I know that he lives alone. He is sin-
gle now but I don’t know whether he
was previously married or not. Though
he has his own simple home, he seems
satisfied enough with his life. It is rare
to find such feelings even with rich
people who may have millions of dol-
lars.

I feel safe when I see him. Once
we exchanged glances. It was the first
time I looked into his face directly. On
his face, I saw a mystery; something I
couldn’t understand.

The nicest man ever

But it was not the same mystery as
the writer EM. Forster, who found
India in his novel “Passage to India”
It would have been easy for me to dis-
cover this if I could but sit with him.
Unfortunately, that could not happen
because I’'m a girl and he is a man and
that would be a little difficult in our
culture. Even if I tried to break these
traditions and went to talk to him, I
might face other problems more seri-
ous because he might not understand
me because he is ... unfortunate.

I wonder why he is alone. Where
does he get his daily food? Where is
his family? How does his simple home
protect him from the summer sun and
the winter cold? Because I hate reptiles,
when I looked at his home every day, I
wondered how his home would protect
him from the lizards I am terrified of.

One morning I saw that his home had
been destroyed and, as result, a week
passed without my seeing him. Who
had destroyed his home? Where had he
gone?

This could have been the end of my
story but it was the beginning of an-
other sad one. Dear readers, you may
be surprised at how a woman can write
about a man in such a way and how
she dares to publish it in a news paper
where it would be read by everyone,
but I could simply say he is a mad man.
Yes, he is a man with mental problems
and his simple home was a small blue
tent.

The street cleaners destroyed his
home because it reflected a bad view
of the nice neighborhood surround-
ing it. They considered his home as
rubbish but it’s worth mentioning that
only a few miles further on from this
blue tent, there are simply mountains of

rubbish. So why didn’t they leave that
poor man’s tent alone? Why were they
so heartless? A great number of them
have similar homes and life styles.
However, they would be the last people
I could blame.

A lot of the time, I wonder what
the government is supposed to do for
such people. Do they have safe places
for them? I would say, yes, of course
every government should build spe-
cial places for homeless people, but if
they do, why do we see so many on the
streets? These are my thoughts and I
feel they may be quite naive. When I
ask about these homeless shelters, the
only answer I get is “I don’t know”.
Some may say yes but when I asked
them where they are, they also say, “’1
don’t know.”

I can’t blame the government or
those responsible in our lovely coun-
try because they are always so ‘busy’.
Busy saving money to buy cars and
homes, and investing in expensive air-
craft, but unfortunately not busy im-
proving Yemen.

We are Yemeni and everyone knows
our government. If we know that they
are busy why don’t we ask them to be
busy with the business of government?

Let’s go on to ask the family about
its rules in this situation. Where’s this
man’s family in all this? We believe the
idea that says the Yemeni family is al-
ways connected, so why has this family
simply left him in this situation? When
was the last time they saw him? Have
they forgotten him!

I can’t blame them either because
they are probably very busy too. They
are busy getting money to feed their
own family that may well consist of at
least 9 children.

We hear a lot about human rights,
so aren’t these people human beings
too? Don’t they have the right to live
a good life? We also hear a lot about
the activities of the human rights orga-
nizations but it seems to me that their
actions tend to only focus on the liberty
of women.

But I can’t blame them because these
NGOs come to Yemen with their own
agendas and of course these unfor-
tunate people are not a part of those
agendas.

I am simply voicing my ideas openly
without doing any investigation into
who is really responsible for the misery
of these people.

I am forgetting to mention that I
didn’t see him for about a week so |
felt worried about him. I thought that
I may not see him ever again but I still
had a hope to see him and to know if
he is was alright. Thankfully, I saw him
sleeping on the footpath which is now
his new home; but no tent or even a
blanket protected him.

If we don’t blame the government,
family or all the organizations that
talk of caring for human beings, I have
to blame myself because I have done
nothing to help this man. Leaving him
some bread and cheese, a bottle of juice
and clean water and then running away
fast, is not the solution to his daily mis-
ery. Why I don’t give him an old blan-
ket and ask the street cleaner to leave
him alone? Unfortunately I have be-
come as bad as the others.

Sorry dear homeless gentleman. Sad-
ly, I am the wrong person to choose. 1
have to escape from the pain of my
conscience and from the fact that says,
“this is you and this is the community
that you live in.”

Illiteracy in Yemen:

By: Ali Almurtada
Alialmurtada720@ hotmail .com

ccording to a survey

that the National Peo-

ple’s Congress has pub-

lished in its official web

site, illiteracy in Yemen
is still rampant. 39% of Yemenis are
illiterates, which is really shocking
especially that we are in the twenty
first century. It, also, bespeak about the
apparent failure of the Yemeni govern-
ments since the revolution of 1962 was
conducted to eliminate backwardness
elements. To be objective, illiteracy in
the era before the revolution was much
more and now it’s maybe the half;
however, the government’s efforts in
this regard are not convincing. As an
example, Japan has changed radically
since World War II although this in-
ternational power is not rich of natural
power. There is no comparison between
Yemen and Japan, but the individual
has the right to look for a justification
why we can’t start as Japanese. We can
at least start to plan for the future.

I talked to some professors in Sana’a
University who doubt the credibility
of the source (National People’s Con-
gress) since it’s an authority related to
the government. They ensure that il-
literacy percentage is much more than
what is mentioned in that survey or

study. I can say that if the mentioned
results were true, it’s an enormous
problem, but if this result is not quit
applicable to the reality, it’s a disaster.
However, arguing over this resemble
saying that somebody killed ninety
nine but not a hundred because if the
mentioned results were true or were
not, the problem is still great. Many
people downplay the consequences of
this issue even so it’s a substantial ob-
stacle to human development. I believe
that this issue is the reason why we suf-
fer from apparently our today’s entire
problems. Some of you would ask why,
but I will synthesize what’s happening
now to illiteracy.

We all agree that parents are very
vital for their kids’ future which is re-
lated to the country’s future after all.
Imagine if the parents or one of them
is illiterate who hasn’t studied or read
anything to enhance their knowledge
of raising aware and qualified genera-
tions that can hold the reins of the fu-
ture. Approximately 62% of Yemeni
women are illiterates! How would we
expect those ladies to raise the genera-
tions we hope elevate the country from
its misery to a bright future?

Regarding the problems Yemen is
having today, some people in the south
are seeking self-determination. Those
people are mainly led by some leaders
who work for their own agenda. Those

The future disaster

leaders exploit a marked number of
southerns due to their ignorance to
the ramifications of separating Yemen.
Those people should protest against
injustice or any other things under the
umbrella of unity. Talking about self-
determination refers, in my opinion,
to not only the illiteracy of reading
and writing but the illiteracy of proper
logic. I think that southerns who seek
justice should take the Orange Revolu-
tion in Ukraine as an example for any
change they might need not violence
and spite against anything in this coun-
try because this could be interpreted as
twisted logic.

Yemen, as any country in the world,
is suffering from terrorism; however,
the Yemeni youth are more vulnerable
than their counterparts in the world to
absorb the terrorists’ thoughts .Many
Yemeni youths don’t finish their edu-
cation and therefore this broad segment
of the society might be taken advan-
tage of by the terrorists. Fortunately,
Yemen hasn’t yet faced Al-Qaeda ter-
rorism although many thinkers believe
that terrorists might resort to Yemen
if Pakistan becomes inconvenient for
their activities. We can see that illiter-
acy doesn’t only have a social impact,
but it can make a danger to the national
security.

Concentrating only on illiteracy and
trying to find a solution for it without

looking deeply into the other related
issues would make finding a solution
too complicated to realize. Yemen has
many security, economy, and political
crises, and these problems might take
the priority in many Yemenis’ lives. For
instance, poverty is rampant and many
Yemenis drop off school to support
their families financially. As poverty is
widespread among the elderly, making
ends might and providing a decent life
for their families’ members is always
the priority. I can never blame those
families for not joining the elderly
schools, so Working on poverty along
with illiteracy is the perfect method to
eliminate this problem as they are inte-
grated in my opinion. I believe that the
governments’ current efforts are going
in circles because they are done with-
out the proper long-term planning.

I don’t want to forget about the im-
portant role of the nongovernmental
organizations because they can make
a noticeable change, too. Through my
participation with NGOs, I felt like they
don’t pay much attention to this prob-
lem that is the core of the problems’ hi-
erarchy in Yemen. I believe that NGOs
must work on this issue because it’s
related to many of the country’s prob-
lems. I urge them to launch campaigns
with one another in favor of raising the
general knowledge of the importance
of eliminating this chronic problem.

By: Hanna Al-Hodaimi

hy do you ask us

to give what we

really don’t have?

Why do you ask

us to be loyal? Do

you want us to be loyal to a country

where most of its population’s first

dream is to travel and live in another

place, to be a loyal to the country we
really don’t feel that we belong to?

Dear readers, do you know the

meaning of injustice? I don’t mean the

linguistic meaning. What I mean here

is its true meaning. Have you ever felt

that with something is stuck in your

throat and you have the desire to shout

simply because your were born in a

Just be

place where no-one really knows the
true meaning of the words ‘equity’
and ‘justice’?

That is the real feeling of many
young people, the youth of the future
and its leaders whom we depend on
to build the prosperity of the country.
Let’s stop discussing metaphors; let us
give an example to support our speech
and leave the judgment up to you.

This is the story of an ordinary per-
son who dreams of working in a good
place, never thinking about the public
sector because that is the symbol of a
mad man’s thinking. Slowly, as this
man was working toward his dream of
employment in a good place, he was
surprised one night by a call asking
him to attend a job interview.

Why do they say it is impossible?

patient

Look at the person who gets a job
although he has no one to support him
except God. To people’s surprise at his
luck, the only answer is, “It’s God’s
will.” It is the first time he feels jus-
tice, loyalty and pride for a country.

With high hopes, he starts work.
The first month passed, then the sec-
ond, third, fourth until finally it came
to his six month and his contract was
still not signed. At the end of every
month everyone else receives their
salary but for him that is not essen-
tial, because the most important thing
for him is to be settled and feel safe.
However, when he tries to ask about
it, the only answer he gets is, “You
have to be patient.”

What else can he do but be patient?
The only thing he has is patience, be-

cause he doesn’t want to lose the job
that everyone else thinks is amaz-
ing. Does everyone else follow these
rules? The surprise comes when he
finds out that most people sign their
contract at the end of their first week
or even before they start work.

To be fair, he is not the only one
who has found himself in this situa-
tion for a few months. Some spend a
year like this.

Loyalty and love of one’s country
is not a flag fixed to the uniform of
a student. It is not the national songs
repeated every five minutes either on
TV or radio. It is not a scene repre-
sented on TV saying “I love you, my
lovely country.”

No, loyalty is a feeling of justice,
which we never really feel.

Iraqi refugees
to where?

By: Ibraheem Al-Ahmadi
ibraheem_alahmadi@yahoo.com

hat are these atroci-

ties all around

us? Mercy is long

forgotten and we

are no longer ‘hu-
mane’. I am referring to the plight of
refugees.

I am not a refugee, but on one Friday
evening, I watched a program called
‘form people’, on Aljazeera Arabic
channel, about the lives of the Iraqi
refugees in Lebanon ,which compelled
me to write about this issue.

The program, was a discussion be-
tween Mr. Fadi Dharifa, the speaker of
the Foreign Office of Lebanese gov-
ernment, Amin Nasser, a refugee, an
Iraqi journalist, and the facilitator of
the program.

The program started with an accu-
rate depiction of the difficult lives the
Iraqi refugees were leading in Lebanon
and the facilitator displayed a lot of wit
in asking just the right questions.

“Mr. Dharifa,” he asked, “why are
Iraqis not treated well in your coun-
try?”

I was surprised to hear the answer,
which said, “if anyone disobeys the law
or resides illegally, an Iraqi or anyone
else, will be sentenced to one month’s
imprisonment, at the minimum or will
be sent back to his country”

As on January 2010 UNHCR report,
there are 48,220 Iraqi Refugees in Leb-
anon. Most Iraqis transited illegally
through Syria and entered Lebanon il-
legally, because Lebanon does not have
open borders for Iraqi refugees. If you
are Iraqi, who left Iraq since 2003 and
you get arrested in Lebanon, you get
arrested for a month and then have the
choice between staying in prison or go-
ing back to Iraq.

Lebanon is not a signatory of the
1951 Convention relating to the refu-
gees and the UNHCR has instituted a
system of temporary protection, which
however, does not have any legal
weight and if the country wants to ar-
rest refuges and deport them, it can.

“Iraqis in Lebanon are looked upon
as the lower class and this is forbidden
in Islam. In the eyes of Allah, everyone
is equal, just like the teeth of a comb,”
said Amin Nasser. “Some of them have
been murdered as well,” he added

According to 2010 UNHCR country
operations profile — Lebanon, though
the country hosts refugees, its legal
framework has not been friendly to-
wards them. Refugees who work il-
legally are often exploited, while de-
tention and deportation, though on the
decrease, remain major concerns. The
UNHCR has been able to assist only
10,000 refugees so far.

In 2003, UNHCR and the Govern-
ment of Lebanon signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding which states
that refugees and asylum-seekers will
be tolerated, but only for a limited pe-
riod, pending resettlement or voluntary
repatriation.

Some 70 per cent of registered Iraqi
refugees in Lebanon are men, who
run higher risks of detention, deporta-
tion or exploitation as illegal laborers.
Many refugees, including women and
children, are reluctant to engage with
the community because of fear of de-
tention and discrimination. Life in
Lebanon is expensive as basic services
are not available free. As a result, refu-
gees need physical protection, assis-
tance for survival and help to exercise
their rights.

Opportunities for local integration
remain limited, and the Memorandum
of Understanding is strictly applied to
non-Iraqi refugees.

“Lebanese regulations for refugees
and illegal immigrants are very hard.
Iraqi refugees have to pay a thousand
dollars for Housing Banks and have
to undergo elaborate physical exami-
nations in order to be able to enter
the country and refugees are unable
to meet these conditions,” said Amin
Nasser further.

Under a new agreement between the
UNHCR and General Security Office
(GSO) of Lebanon reached on Febru-
ary 14, 2008, Iraqi refugees (like all

illegal migrants) will have only three
months to regularize their status. To do
so, unless they have Lebanese spouses
or parents or school enrollment, they
must find sponsors, obtain work au-
thorization, pay a $300 residency fee,
present proof of a $1000 bank deposit,
and shoulder other costs such as medi-
cal tests and insurance. Many, refugees
are not able to meet these conditions,
particularly in the mere three months
allotted them. Even those who succeed
in finding a work sponsor and the funds
to obtain a work permit and residency
will remain at their employers’ mercy,
vulnerable to exploitation and abuse.

“There are a lot of refugees living
without income, who will help them?”
was the facilitator’s next question to
Dharifa, “Are there any Lebanese chan-
nels to shoulder this responsibility?”

“No, it is the responsibility of those
because of whom these people have
been displaced in the first place: not
ours,” said Dharifa. “The Lebanese
government has a lot on its hands and
we really don’t need to be burdened
with this extra responsibility.”

Millions of Iraqis were driven out of
their country as a result of American
occupation. Most refugees who entered
Lebanon in 2003-2004 were middle
and upper class Iraqis with some sort
of resources, which helped them to
survive. However, till recently, Leba-
non treated these refugees as guests or
tourists and these refugees did not have
aright to work.

As a result of being without an in-
come for quite some while, the re-
sources which these refugees carried
with them from Iraq have finished and
they are quickly falling in the rank of
the urban poor.

At this point, a government officer
from the Ministry of Emigration, in
Iraq, Mr. Sattar Norowz, entered the
conversation to answer the question on
‘who will help the Iraqi refugees’ by
saying that the government of Iraq has
a lot to offer to the refugees who want
to return to Iraq.

Since 2008, the Iraqi government has
been trying to convince the Iraqi refu-
gees to return and participate in the re-
construction of Iraq, by offering about
USD 850 in addition to free plane tick-
ets as well as six months house rent, for
a family.

A promotional advertisement on
the latest Iraqi government’s program
says “We will help you go back to your
houses and you’ll find out how much
money you’ll get when you register.”

The campaign features a family just
returned to Baghdad. A smiling police-
man helps them carry the luggage into
the house as the neighbors come to of-
fer welcome. It is an idyllic scene, but
Iraqi exiles are not convinced and are
scared to return.

“Do the Iraqi refugees want to re-
turn to Iraq?” The facilitator asked.”
Yes, a lot, of them want to came back
and situations now are getting better,”
claimed the Iraqi officer.

But in exchange to these offers the
refugees also lose the chance of re-
turning to their country of asylum, if it
things get too dangerous in Iraq. Most
of the registered Iraqi refugees in Leb-
anon do not wish to return home but
may be compelled to do so if the au-
thorities apply stricter policies towards
them.

I was surfing the net when I watched
30 thousands of Yemeni infiltrators
into Saudi Arabia being punished and
slapped by Saudian soldiers because
they were illegal emigrants. I realized
that the plight of infiltrators into our
Arabs nations, is no different from that
of the refugees.

Actually, infiltrators and refugees,
who are looking for standard life, are
entitled to real protection, medical aid,
employment, and education, but are
unfortunately facing severe inhuman
treatment. They are constantly living
under the threat of the hammer!

A respectable, old and Somali refu-
gee, with a broken Arabic, was loudly
sobbing outside a mosque, “expatria-
tion is desolation, expatriation is deso-
lation,” because, he does not feel that
he belongs to one of our Islamic na-
tions.
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Young Yemeni volunteers fly off
to Egypt and the UK

YT photo by Khaled Al-Hilaly
-

By: Khaled Al-Hilaly

asr Fadhl, 23, a fourth year

student at the Faculty of

Education at the Univer-

sity of Aden, joked that

finally justice had arrived
for the people of Lahj.

When his friends heard that he was go-
ing to travel to Egypt and the UK with the
British Council, they cheered him on for
representing the south of Yemen.

“Someone from Lahj is participating!”

he said at the British Council in Sana’a last
Thursday, where he and three fellow vol-
unteers were going over the presentation
on Yemen they had prepared to show the
new friends they hoped to make abroad.

This year, for the first time, the British
Council is sending two Yemeni girls and
two Yemeni boys — a girl and a boy from
the south, and a girl and a boy from the
north of Yemen- to stay in host families
and volunteer on community projects in
Egypt and the UK.

The program aims to promote intercul-

tural dialogue, and the four participants
were armed with their presentation of Ye-
men, as well as CDs and maps from the
Ministry of Tourism, to defend their im-
age abroad.

Shatha Al-Harazi 24, graduate in Mass
Communications and a freelance jour-
nalist, expected that some might accuse
Yemenis of being terrorists, but said that
she was prepared to use dialogue to cor-
rect misconceptions, while respecting the
point of view of others.

As they discussing final preparations

=

for their journey, the young volunteers
showed readiness to correct Yemen'’s im-
age not only by open dialogue, but also by
presenting the best side of Yemen.

To put their best foot forward, all four
volunteers had bought presents for their
Egyptian and British host families: incense
burners, miniatures of Dar Al-Hajjar, jam-
biyya key rings, agate stones, traditional
baskets and fans.

The volunteers prepared to leave home,
family and friends for six months to go
on community work and for no financial
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reward.

“My family know it is good for my
future to they allow me be on the Global
Exchange program,” said Fadhl. “It is the
first time for me to leave my country. I
will meet new people with new culture
and have new experiences, so I can learn
and reflect that when I return on my com-
munity.”

“I am excited because it is new experi-
ence for me,” said Nuha Jamal, 24, from
Aden, as she waited for her mother and
sister to arrive from Aden to say good-
bye.

Jamal was eager to correct negative
first impressions about Yemen with her
good behavior.

A meaningful experience

All four volunteers said that they would
not only try to correct stereotypes about
Yemenis and Muslims, but also learn to
correct any misconceptions they might
have about other cultures.

“This will enrich our personal skills,”
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said Al-Nudhary Majed Al-Nudhary, 23,
from Taiz, in his third year of Business at
the Future University in Sana’a. “We have
the opportunity to have more experience
and return to do something we know a lot
about.”

He said that he has always wanted to
change his lifestyle from work to some-
thing more meaningful to help people.

Global Exchange is a partnership pro-
gram between the British Council and the
Voluntary Service Overseas, independent
international development organization
that works with volunteers worldwide.
Global Exchange targets youth aged 18-
25.

“It is a program for exchanging ideas
among different countries to change mis-
conceptions about each other,” said Hana
Al-Shami, project assistant at the British
Council.

The countries involved in the program
along with Yemen are Egypt, Morocco,
Bosnia, Netherlands and the UK.
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