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Over half of investment
projects in Sana’a still to be
implemented

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi
For the Yemen Times

SANA’A, March 24 — Despite not
being in possession of an official war-
rant from the juvenile court, the police
in Rada’, Al-Baidha governorate, is
threatening to return an injured 13-
year-old to jail. Lawyers and children’s
rights activists have condemned the po-
lice’s actions.

Abdulrahman Al-Dhifri, 13, was
recently sent to jail for two days as a
result of his participation in a fight over
land in Rada’ city two weeks ago. He
spent last Thursday and Friday in a jail
cell.

Al-Dhifri was critically injured in the
head and both hands during the fight.
He was promptly taken to a hospital in
Sana’a but was followed by the police
and a number of soldiers who arrested
him, claimed Al-Dhifri’s family.

“Al-Dhifri needed urgent treatment,
so we sent him to a hospital in Sana’a.
After leaving the intensive care unit
last Thursday, the policemen hand-
cuffed him immediately and sent him
to jail,” said Mohammed Al-Dhifri,
uncle of the child.

“We tried in vain to prevent the po-
licemen from this inhumane act,” he
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Injured 13-year-old to return to jail

said. “When we saw Abdulrahman in
jail, we were surprised to see him under
such poor conditions and immediately
appealed to officials. We requested
they release our child, but no one re-
sponded.”

“The police have made false accu-
sations against our child,” he added.
“They sent him to prison, took his
medication away, and prevented us
from bringing him food. The head of
the police department refuses to speak
to us.”

The police stated that Abdulrah-
man stabbed someone during the fight,
but his family has denied this. They
claimed his two brothers and father
were with him at the time.

Abdulrahman’s father and 15-year-
old brother are in the Central Prison in
Rada’, while his 20-year-old brother
Mohammad is in the hospital with in-
juries to his spine.

The hospital report, obtained by Ye-
men Times, stated that Abdulrahman
needed medical care for four more days
following his discharge from the inten-
sive care unit.

When Yemen Times visited him in
his cell on Friday evening, the boy was
laying on the ground lacking move-
ment and any form of speech. The two
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adults in the cell with him were smok-
ing and chewing qat. They said that he
refused to eat anything and had been
crying all day.

Hussein Al-Dhifri, brother of the
child, did not take part in the fight.
He pleaded with the guards to let his
younger brother return to the hospital.
Eventually, the police accompanied him
to a hospital in Sana’a Friday night.

“On Saturday morning, a police car
came from Rada’ in order to return the
child to Rada’, where he is now hospi-
talized,” said Hussein. “The police are
waiting to send him back to the Central
Prison in Rada’.”

“There is no juvenile court or pros-
ecution here in Rada’, we want to send
my brother to the proper prosecution so
receives his rights,” he said.

Illegal procedure

According to Faisal Al-Majidi, execu-
tive member of the Yemeni Lawyer’s
Syndicate, juvenile courts are only lo-
cated in Aden, Taiz, Hadramout, Sana’a
and Hodeida.

“Yemeni law states that the mini-
mum age of criminal responsibility is
18 years,” he said. He added that, “Ju-
venile issues are confidential and that
minors should be provided with a law-
yer.”

Ahmed Al-Qurashi, head of the
SEYAJ organization for childhood
protection, said, “We feel worried that
police deal with children’s issues in a
manner incompatible with children’s
rights. We demand that the ministry

Photo courtesy of Hussein Al-Dhifri.

Abdulrahman, 13, and his brother Muhammad, 20, lie in jail
last Thursday after the police took them from the hospital. Mo-
hammad was later that day transferred back to hospital due to

his serious spinal injuries.

of the interior improve its employees’
performance when dealing with juve-
nile offenders.”

“Even if the child is delinquent, there
are special methods that should be used
when dealing with them. This can be
done through prosecution and courts,”
he said.

“This procedure is illegal: Policemen
must have a warrant from the prosecu-
tion and the juvenile court dealing with
the issue, not police stations,” said
Lenda Mohammed, a lawyer for juve-
niles. “The child’s family can sue them
for unjust treatment,” she said.

“Policemen always act with unjust
actions,” said Judge Nadia Al-Mar-

YT photo by Sadeq Al-Wesabi

ey

waee, deputy of juvenile
prosecution in Sana’a.
“They don’t differentiate
between right and wrong
and they don’t know any-
thing about children’s
rights in Yemen.”

“Even if the child com-
mitted a crime, the police
don’t have the right to
send him to prison,” she
said. “The policemen
must inform us of the
case, and we will take
legal action.”

“We refuse this inhumane treatment
of the child,” said Sheikh Ali Hejash,

On Saturday morning, the Rada’ police drove
Adulrahman and Mohammed from the Al-Ahli
Hospital in Sana’a to a hospital in Rada’. Abdul-
rahman sat in the front, while Mohammed lay in
the back of the pick-up truck.

a social leader from Rada’. “We have
tried to have him released and will do
our utmost to resolve the issue.”

Relative breakthrough in Yemen’s early marriage dilemma

By: Mahmoud Assamiee
and Nadia Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, March 24 — Speaker of Par-
liament Yahya Al-Rai instructed two
parliamentarians to convince members
of parliament who opposed a bill to leg-
islate a minimum age for marriage in
Yemen to withdraw their reservations.
This move came after supporters of
such a legislation demonstrated in front
of the parliament last Tuesday, a follow-
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up to a much larger and better organized
anti-demonstration that took place in the
same venue two days earlier on Sunday.

Representatives from various wom-
en’s movements had met with Al-Rai
after the protest on Tuesday and reached
a compromise whereby he will instruct
MPs Abdullah Al-Magqtari and Abdu
Rabbu Al-Awadhi to talk to the object-
ing parliamentarians who caused the
previous voting in April 2009 to drop. In
return the penalty statement in relating
legislation against those who break this
article would be amended or removed
entirely.

“It is a step forward and I will take
it,” said Hooria Mashour deputy chair-
person of the Woman National Commit-
tee, the government body responsible
for gender and women strategies in the
country.

Although some activists from wom-
en’s and human rights movements were
disappointed by this compromise, they
decided it was better than nothing espe-
cially since the law was stalled for al-
most a year now.

“I can’t believe why we need to
convince anyone that they should not
marry their daughter at ten or twelve
years old! I can’t understand the Yemeni
men’s mentality! But what I do know is
that there are many girls suffering as a
consequence,” exclaimed Shatha Nasir
a well-known Yemeni lawyer who de-
fended the first early marriage public
case in court representing Nujood Ali
last year.

The anti-campaign

Yemeni parliamentarians have lately
been under tremendous pressure from
both supporters and contesters of a law
to legislate a minimum age for marriage
in Yemen. But the pressure from the ob-
jectors seems to have more impact on
the dominantly tribal parliament.

“Do you want to please God or the
infidels and western agendas? Do you
want adultery or to protect your children
in the safety of marriage?!” cried out Al-
Zindani on several occasions during the
last week addressing the parliamentar-
ians and whoever would listen.

“When the choice is either heaven or
hell, obviously the MPs and any person

nabanews.net

in their right mind would choose heav-
en. But then again who said that heaven
is for those who marry their daughters
at ten? The problem is that we don’t
think for ourselves and we allow the ex-
tremists to think for us and dictate what
we should do,” explained MP Shawaqi
Al-Qadhi a strong advocate for human
rights.

Last Sunday, hundreds of protestors
organized a demonstration in front of
the Parliament to protest against any
move to legislate a law defining a mini-
mum age for marriage.

These women are hardliners of Al-
Eman University. The university is run
by Sheikh Abdul-Majid Al-Zindani, a
Yemeni famous scholar who is also on
the US AL-Qaeda wanted list.

The demonstrators represent only
small category of the Yemeni society re-
flecting only narrow sight, said Mashoor.
“Children’s rights must not be subjected
to political altercations. This is an issue
of the other half of Yemen (female).”

Human rights activists, women and
female children, who are victims of
early marriage, have been rallying sup-
port for enacting legislation prohibiting
marrying off female children under 17
for years.

A public opinion poll implemented in
late 2007 by the Yemen Polling Center
(YPC) revealed that around 66.5 percent
of respondents see that the suitable mar-
riage age for a girl is 18 years.

Moreover, Mashoor said that the anti-

demonstration will not affect the pub-
lic opinion and the demonstrators do
not know what the law actually means.
“They were gathered by hardliners in the
society and told that they are gathered to
support Sharia or (Islamic law).

However, she may be wrong. Head-
mistress of 17 July School Amal Al-
Numan explained that there are a lot
social problems in the Yemeni society
which are caused by sexual repression.
“You can’t begin to imagine what we go
through in our work with the students.
The stories we hear and the tragedies
we face. There is a lot happening be-
hind closed doors. I only have sons,
but if I had a daughter and a decent
man proposes I will marry her off even
at a young age,” she said. When asked
whether marrying the boys and girls at
a young age will solve these problems,
she replied: “Maybe it is an immediate
answer, but ideally the parents should
raise their children right then they will
have nothing to fear.”

In 2008 the Supreme Council for
Motherhood and Childhood, which is a
government body, presented a proposal
to define the minimum age for marriage
for both boys and girls at 18 years old.
After much stalling the law was actually
voted on and passed for 17 years old, by
the majority of parliamentarians in April
2009. The following day around twenty
parliamentarians signed a petition in
which they falsified the voting process
and hence the law was dropped.
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Southern Movement leaders sentenced to prison

By: Mohammad Bin Sallam

SANA’A, March 24 — The Specialized
Penal Court sentenced former parlia-
ment member Ahmad Ba Mu’alem to
ten years in prison on Tuesday. He was
accused of calling people to secession-
ism, provoking sectarianism and pro-
moting riots.

Ba Mu’alem was previously arrested
in Hadramout in April 2009. He said
that he will not appeal because the sen-
tence is invalid and issued from an in-
valid court.

In Aden, the Penal Court sentenced
Ali Mohammad Al-Sa’adi, a retired of-
ficer, to one year and three months in
jail on the same day. He was accused
of calling for secessionism. Lawyer
Aref Al-Halemi said that the criminal
case and the indictment were null and
void. Al-Halemi added that Al-Sa’adi’s
family preferred not to appeal because
Al-Sa’adi is still in jail. Defendants are
usually punished and aggravated in ap-
peal cases.

The court acquitted Qasim Al-Da’eri,
a retired colonel, from the same accu-
sation but the prosecution refused to
release him. Another former member
of the parliament was sentenced to ten
years.

The minister of defense and interior
visited Al-Dhale’, Lahj and Abyan at
the beginning of this month. They went
to re-employ hundreds of officers who
were previously dismissed due to their
involvement in the Southern Move-
ment. Security and military committees
began to re-employ those who wanted

their jobs back last week.

According to a military source that
prefers to remain anonymous, the offi-
cers agreed to work in any governorate
except in the governorates of Sa’ada,
Marib and Al-Jawf. Their conditions
were accepted.

“This may create satisfaction among
people in the southern governorates,
but the state must also work on reforms
in the country for the benefit of its citi-
zens.” the source.

Most of the riots occurred because
of unemployed individuals and indi-
viduals that were dismissed from their
public jobs, claimed the same source.
He added that if the country gives the
people of the southern governorates a
chance to speak and clarify their de-
mands, the country>s situation will im-
prove and the riots against the state will
gradually disappear. If not, the country
is doomed to collapse.

Unrest in the south

Security forces imposed a curfew in Al-
Dhale’. It starts from Tuesday>s at 8 pm
until Wednesday mornings. According
to a number of Al-Dhale’ citizens, cell
phone coverage that has been discon-
nected in Al-Dhale’, impedes commu-
nication between other governorates.
They have also established new check
points to strengthen the military situa-
tion.

Southern Movement leaders orga-
nized a protest on Wednesday to hold
a funeral for Saif Ali Sa’eed, who was
killed in confrontations between the
police and protesters. The protest com-

memorated the death of Abdul Hakeem
who was also killed in a protest that was
oppressed by the Police early March.

The secessionists planned to orga-
nize a festival in Al-Haseen area to
commemorate the third anniversary of
the Southern Movement but the police
forces oppressed it as well.

Explosion in Lahj

Al-Hotah, Lahj — Seven people were
injured due to an explosion that oc-
curred. A grenade was thrown by an
unknown individual. Security forces
were on alert. They confronted young
protesters who held up slogans of se-
cessionism. Five of them were arrested,
their slogans confiscated.

Eye witnesses claimed that a fire ex-
change took place between unknown
individuals in the suburbs of Al-Hotah
and policemen. The unknown individu-
als fired shots at the house of Yaser Al-
Kamali, Senior Deputy of Lahj Gov-
ernor on Monday. The house of Amal
Qumri, a member of the Local Council
in Lahj was fired at as well. No injuries
were recorded.

Food strike

The seven prisoners that were arrested
for taking part in the protest started a
food strike last Saturday. They claimed
that they were treated badly in Zunjubar
Central Prison in Abyan. The prisoners
added that they can neither see their rel-
atives nor take the food they give them.
Their relatives called on human rights
organizations and the political parties
to persuade the state to release them.

Agricultural Rese

By: Ali Saeed

TAIZ, March 24 — The lands of the
Agricultural Research Station in Taiz,
are vulnerable to “plundering by some
governmental bodies,” according to ag-
ricultural researchers at the station.

The lands of the station have been fac-
ing the risk, of being taken away by state
offices, more than once and the process
is increasing, according to Dr. Abdul
Wali Al-Khulaidi, a researcher in Plant
Ecology and Geography.

The state departments in Taiz, use the
station’s lands for constructing buildings
for governmental departments.

The most recent building, which has
been constructed on the station’s lands,
is a building for the office of the Minis-
try of Planning and International Coop-
eration, in the governorate.

Using the station’s lands for construct-
ing buildings for ministries is an action
that agricultural researchers describe as,
“a threat to the station and to agricultural
research.”

Licenses from the governor of Taiz,
sanction the use of the station’s lands for
constructing government offices, render-
ing agricultural researchers at the sta-
tion, powerless to stop the action.

“In the past, we entered into clashes
with the police, in trying to prevent
constructing government offices on the
lands of the station. But this time we
stopped because of the licenses,” said

This is part of the station land in which fruitful trees were cut down on the

tree day March, 21, 2010.

Al-Khulaidi.

He warned that if the acts of taking
over the lands of the station continue,
agricultural experts will not be able to
carry out their scientific experiments
without lands.

“Because the land of the agricultural
station in Taiz is open and green, it con-
tributes in saving the groundwater in the
city. Constructing buildings on this land
will deprive the city of a vital source of
ground water,” Al-Khulaidi explained.

Around a year and half ago, the land
of the agricultural station in Ibb, was

arch Station lands in Taiz, at risk

b

turned into a municipality, by the local
administration in the governorate, ac-
cording to Al-Khulaidi.

The Ibb station was an important
place, for carrying out experiments on
plants and agricultural crops, in the high-
land region of Yemen.

Dr. Hamood Mugpbil, another agri-
cultural researcher at Taiz Agricultural
Research Station, said that these acts
against the lands of the station, can be at-
tributed to the lack of awareness regard-
ing agricultural research work, among
state officials and the people in general.

Thousands of IDPs hit by food ration cut

AMRAN, March 23 (IRIN) — Thou-
sands of families living outside camps
for internally displaced persons (IDPs)
in Amran Governorate, some 50km
north of the capital Sanaa, are finding
it increasingly difficult to cope after
aid agencies scaled down their regu-
lar food rations as a result of funding
shortfalls since mid-February.

“We ran out of grain, beans, sugar
and oil 10 days ago,” said Hussein
Qasim, who lives with 11 family mem-
bers in a rented apartment in Amran
city.

“Instead of two sacks of grain
[100kg of wheat] and 10kg of beans,
we received one sack and 5kg of beans,
which we finished in 12 days. How can
we survive until the next rations come?
It is the hardest time in my life.”

Qasim and his family fled their home
in the Harf Sufyan District of Amran
Governorate in mid-August 2009 fol-
lowing clashes between the army and
Houthi-led Shia rebels.

Despite a ceasefire on 11 February
2010, an estimated 250,000 people re-
main displaced and many rely on relief
assistance.

Displaced families living in rented
homes or with host families say be-
cause they have no work they do not
have money to buy food. “We resort
to borrowing money from relatives
and acquaintances to pay for food and
rent,” said Yahya Farea, an IDP living
with his six-member family in Amran.

Funding shortfalls

Yassir Khairi, an emergency officer
with NGO Islamic Relief, a World
Food Programme (WFP) implement-
ing partner, told IRIN that they were

© Adel Yahya/IRIN

IDPs gather to receive food at a
40km from Mazraq camp

ordered by WFP to cut by 50 percent
the rations of wheat and beans to fami-
lies outside IDP camps during the dis-
tribution of February rations due to
funding shortfalls.

“Some 28,812 families [with an av-
erage of seven members in each fam-
ily] in and outside camps in the three
governorates of Saada, Hajjah and
Amran were reached in February,”
Khairi said.

“Those outside camps [25,021 fami-
lies of the 28,812 assisted in February]
were shocked and dissatisfied to see
their rations being cut, but we tell them
such things are beyond our control.”

IDPs rely on humanitarian assistance for survival. A child carrying his family
lunch in Mazraq camp

WEFP distrubution centre in Haradh city,

WFP’s ration cut, beginning in Feb-
ruary 2010, reduces a person’s daily
calorie intake from the recommended
2,100 kilocalories to about 1,700 kilo-
calories for IDPs, and 1,400 kilocalo-
ries for refugees, according to Giancar-
lo Cirri, WFP representative in Yemen.

Maria Santamarina, WFP advocacy
and reporting officer in Yemen, said
children will be the most affected as a
result of food ration cuts.

“Beginning in May 2010, as many
as 50,000 IDP children under five will
no longer receive supplementary nutri-
tion support,” she told IRIN. “By the
end of June 2010, WFP will face a to-
tal food pipeline collapse. Overall 1.4
million beneficiaries out of a monthly
planned 1.5 million will not receive as-
sistance.”

She said beneficiaries will receive
none of the monthly planned 100kg of
wheat, and less than 1kg of the planned
Skg of sugar per family.

“Perplexed”

Since early February 2010, UN aid
agencies have been reporting a critical
funding problem that threatens their
humanitarian operations in the north.

“We are perplexed about the lack
of urgency and donor interest in Ye-
men’s humanitarian situation,” Prat-
ibha Mehta, UN resident coordinator
in Yemen, told IRIN. “The number of
IDPs and refugees has gone up since
the Yemen Humanitarian Response
Plan for US$177 million was launched
in December 2009, and the needs are
growing,” Mehta said.

“As IDPs whom we can reach have
been getting regular assistance, any
drop in relief will not only affect their
health and wellbeing but could also re-
sult in mistrust and unrest,” she added.

SANAA, March 23 (IRIN) - Yemen’s
capital, Sanaa, may run out of econom-
ically viable water supplies by 2017
as available groundwater is unable
to keep pace with the needs of a fast-
growing population, experts warn.

“The water we are drilling around
the capital is now down to the water
which fell on earth 8,000 years ago,”
said Saleh al-Dubby, director of the
World Bank-funded Sanaa Basin Water
Management Project.

Sanaa Basin groundwater levels
have fallen sharply in recent decades,
especially since the 1960s which saw
the start of borehole drilling, a prac-
tice which was greatly expanded in the
1970s.

Groundwater levels in the Sanaa Ba-
sin dropped from less than 30 metres
below the surface in the early 1970s to
more than 150 metres below the sur-
face in 1995, according to al-Dubby.
Experts estimate that groundwater lev-
els are decreasing by up to 4-6 metres
a year.

Sanaa has 120 legal wells of which
80 are productive; 30 are deep wells.
With an annual output from the Sanaa
Basin of around 200 million cubic me-
tres of water and an input of only 50
million cubic metres, a crisis is loom-
ing.

To hit water, drills must bore 100-
400 metres into the volcanic aquifer,
and in places 300-500 metres into the
sandstone aquifer, according to the
Water Basin Project.

In a few instances, oil rig drills have

Annasofie Flamand/IRIN

Only 200 cubic metres of water is available
per capita per year in Yemen, well below the
international water scarcity threshold of
1,700 cubic metres.

bored down to 1,000 metres to find wa-
ter. Overall, the average drilling depth
in Sanaa is estimated at 200-300 me-
tres.

“All this has happened in only 30
years,” said al-Dubby.

This exploitation of “fossil water” is
causing great concern among experts.

Capital city faces 2017 water crunch

“This is a disaster. We are tap-
ping into the last natural strate-
gic resources,” said Ashraf al-
Eryani of the German Technical
Cooperation (GTZ). He said Ye-
men was the first place on earth
to be doing this.

Too many thirsty mouths
Above ground, the water emer-
gency is keenly felt. The cost
of water in some Sanaa suburbs
has tripled in the past year, and
armed conflicts over water re-
sources around the city are in-
creasing, say experts.

Thousands of families are left
without water due to shortages
in the summer months, forcing
them to spend about a third of
their meagre incomes on buying
water from trucks.

To make matters worse, San-
aa has the fastest-growing popu-
lation of any capital city in the
world, at 7 percent a year. While
only 60,000 people lived in Sa-
naa in 1940, the population has
risen to over two million today,
according to GTZ.

“The population of Sanaa will
double in the next 8-10 years regard-
less of any other effects,” said Ramon
Scoble of GTZ. Experts predict Ye-
men’s total population of about 23 mil-
lion will double within the next two
decades.

According to Mahmoud Shidiwah,
chair of the Yemeni government’s Wa-

ter and Environment Protection Agen-
cy, annual per capita water availability
is only 200 cubic metres, well below
the international water scarcity thresh-
old of 1,700 cubic metres.

Around 80 percent of water goes to
agriculture, experts say, much of it for
the cultivation of “qat’, a mildly nar-
cotic plant widely chewed by Yemenis.
The country’s biggest cash crop is also
regarded as one of its biggest culprits
when it comes to wasteful irrigation
techniques and uncontrolled water
drilling.

No plans

There has been talk of moving the cap-
ital, as well as desalinating seawater on
the coast and pumping it 2,000 metres
uphill to Sanaa. But there are no con-
crete plans.

In 1997 the government introduced
long-term reforms to decentralize wa-
ter management. There have also been
efforts to replace inefficient irrigation
systems with modern agricultural tech-
niques, and water rationing has been
introduced in the major cities.

However, many experts say that le-
gal oversight remains limited and that
there are no plans in place in the event
of a real water emergency.

“There are no worst-case scenario
plans if the water runs out in Sanaa,”
said GTZ’s al-Eryani. “It seems as if
people hope that donors can solve the
problem, but it is not like electricity or
oil. When you run out, that’s it - and no
one can solve that problem.”
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Intersos is an independent non-profit humanitarian organization committed
to assist the victims of natural disasters and armed conflicts and to provide
an effective response to crisis situation in the poorest region of the world. In
Yemen Intersos is the partner of UNHCR for the implementation of projects
aimed at supporting the refugees in Basateen urban area and Kharaz camp.
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all the governorates of Yemen. The cars and the conditions required are the

following:
» One car Toyota Land Cruiser or Sequoia 9 seats
» One four wheels drive car 5 seat plus 2 optional seat
» One Toyota Hylux double cabinet
» One voyager/city car, minimum 2000 cc, (no 4X4 is required)
» Car model specification not less than 2005
» Fully insured vehicles
» Full maintenance
» Full time driver provided with the car
» Prompt replacement of Car or driver when necessary
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information:

1. All the quotation should be provided in Yemeni Rials currency.
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offer including the driver and another offer without the driver.

3. Not overall offers for all the cars listed above will be accepted, but ONLY
single offers as mentioned in point number.2
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Offers should be sent in a sealed envelope before 1 April 2010 to INTERSOS
office in Villa n°481, White City Al Salvador Street Khormarksar ADEN,
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Yemen in talks with France over
judicial cooperation

ustice Minister Ghazi Shaif al-Aghbari
discussed here on Monday with the
Regional Judicial Attaché of the French
Justice Ministry Bernard Lavigne on
France readiness to provide special
support for Yemen judiciary through
training Yemeni judges at the regional
level.

During his meeting with the French
official, they discussed priorities of
the judicial support in the light of
matrix of needs and judicial reforms
in Yemen and the practical steps that
have been taken on the French support
to establish administrative tribunals in
each of Sana’a and Aden governorates
as the first phase.

For his part, the French official
expressed his admiration for the high
professionalism of Yemen judges
and courts, affirming readiness of
the French Government to provide
technical support for them.

Yemen, UK discuss judiciary
support
Minister of Justice Ghazi Shaif al-
Aghbari held Monday talks with the
British Team to support security and
justice projects in Yemen over the UK
support for judiciary projects.

During the meeting, al-Aghbari

affirmed the importance of benefiting
from the British support for judicial
reforms, pointing to importance to
realize objectives of this support in
the aspects of training, qualification of
judges and prosecutors concerned with
terrorism, drugs, money laundering
and trading, in addition to developing
of the Higher Judicial Institute and
supporting the establishment of the
forensic medicine in Yemen.

Al-Aghbari expressed his
appreciation for the British government
for providing all support, affirming the
judiciary authority will provide all
facilities for the implementation and
success of the project.

For their part, the UK team pointed
out the British government will provide
the necessary support to Yemen in the
field of security and justice sector.

Humanitarian situation of displaced
people discusse
Minister of Foreign Affairs Abu
Bakr al-Qirbi held a meeting for
ambassadors of Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries, Egypt, Syria,
Jordan, Algeria and representatives
of UN agencies in Yemen over
humanitarian situation for displaced
people.

The meeting discussed urgent
needs for camps of the internally
displaced persons (IDPs) and efforts

of the government in offering
assistance for the displaced people
who left their homes because of
the sedition in Saada province and Harf
Sunfyan in addition to humanitarian

activities for the international
organizations.

Al-Qirbi expressed appreciation
of the Yemeni government for

humanitarian aid presented by the GCC
countries and other Arab countries and
international organizations.

Yemen to attend Arab Supreme
Courts meeting

Yemen is set to take part in the first
conference of chiefs of Arab Supreme
Courts that starts on Tuesday in the
UAE capital, Abu Dhabi.

A Yemeni delegation led by chief of
the Supreme Court Esam al-Samawi
headed on Monday for the meeting
that will discuss several topics related
to the nature of the courts job as well
as a proposal for establishing an Arab
Supreme Court union.

Al-Samawi hoped that meeting will
produce productive results and lays
the basis for further meetings to boost
Arab judiciary cooperation.

International fund for environment
facilities grants 4USD million for
Yemen

Yemen and World Bank (WB) signed on

and branches.

the trainer Saleh Al-Kulaibi.

Similarly, a previous training was conducted for the
managers at the group in order to enhance their sills by g

Al-Jeel Al-Jadeed carries out its annual meeting

Under the slogan “Planning is the path to success” Al-
Jeel Al-Jadeed Business Group carried out its annual
meeting for 2010 between 17 and 18 of this month.
This meeting is a regular event which the group does

in order to connect with its employees and discuss the
plans and future objectives while giving the staff space
to suggest and take their suggestions into consideration.
At the beginning of the meeting, the General Manager
Mohammed Abdullah Al-Anisi welcomed the gathering
and talked them through the journey of the group and
its long term goals. He emphasized the need to come
out with positive results. This was followed by several
working papers presented by the heads of departments

Monday an agreement of supporting a
project of dealing with climate changes
in agricultural regions in Yemen.
Under the agreement, the
International fund for environment
facilities would offer $ 4 million to
support the project in Yemen that
would be implemented by the fund
under supervision of World Bank.
Deputy Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation Abdullah
al-Shatir valued concern of the fund
and bank in supporting efforts of the
Yemeni government to face challenges
because of the climate change.

iIBB

Yemeni local official meets
Jordanian Health Chancellor
Assistant  undersecretary of Ibb
governor province Ali al-Zanam
met here on Monday with the Health
Chancellor of the Jordanian Embassy
in Sana’a Haydar Mustafa.

Al-Zanam and Mustapha discussed
areas of Health cooperation and aspects
of training health cadres.

At the meeting, al-Zanam pointed
to the importance of strengthening
cooperation to take advantage of
Jordanian expertise in health sector.

Jordanian official said that Ibb
province is to be included in the
Yemeni-Jordanian cooperation
program in implementation of the
health protocol signed between Yemen
and Jordan.

Afterward,the Jordanian official paid
visits to hospitals of al-Thawra General
Hospital, Maternity and Childhood
and Jibalh to get acquaintance with the
health services in there.

LAHJ
3 killed as large ship destroys
Yemeni fishing boat
A huge merchant ship has collided with
a Yemeni fishing boat in international
waters off southern Lahj province
killing three fishermen, the Interior
Ministry reported on Monday.

Four fishermen were onboard the
boat that was completely destroyed, it

said.

The fourth was rescued by a fishing
boat which was available at the site
when the accident took place on
Sunday night.

No information about the huge
merchant ship were available but an
investigation is underway to know
about it.

Following the accident, the
Coastguard urged the Yemeni fishermen
to avoid hunting in international waters
to stay safe.

The accident is the second in days
after a fishing boat crashed into a
merchant ship two days ago.

ADEN

Yemen, China discuss trade ties
Chairman of Aden Commercial and
Industrial ~ Chamber = Mohammed
BaMashmos discussed on Monday
with Chinese consul in Aden over trade
ties between Yemen and China.

In the meeting, BaMashmos
highlighted Yemeni-Chinese historical
relationship, reviewing role of the
chamber in demonstrate investment
opportunities in the province of Aden.

He also affirmed importance of
activating the trade movement between
two countries, wishing the process of
importing and exporting between the
seaports of both countries is direct.

The Chinese consul pointed out to
concern of China to develop ties with
Yemen in different fields, voicing
readiness of the consulate to offer all
facilities for Yemeni businessmen.

MAHRAH
More than million in counterfeit
currency seized in eastern Yemen
Security authorities in Mahra province
have seized more than one million in
counterfeit Yemeni and Omani riyals,
the Interior Ministry has reported .
The sum was sized with three
people, 29-43, who confessed
during preliminary investigations to
possessing almost a million and one
hundred thousand Yemeni and Omani
riyals at their residence.

Police headed to the residence and
found the sum.

Investigations are ongoing, with the
arrested being suspected of involving
in forging and trading in currency.

AMRAN

Yemen adventure tourism center to
be set up

The tourist office in Amran province
has agreed with a U.S.-French team to
establish an adventure tourism center.

During a meeting with the team
on Sunday, the office approved tJo
prepare a joint program to set up the
center after the team paid a visit to
Maswar district and carried out some
exploration tests.

Director General of the office
Muhammad al-Muafa said the team
will also pay visits to other areas to
explore the attractions in the city of
Amran.

The center will be the first of its kind
in the country and comes after Yemen
came first on adventure tourism at the
International Tourist Exhibition that
took place in Hong Kong in 2007, he
said.

It will also provide the Yemeni
youth with the opportunity to live their
potentials and improve their skills, he
concluded.

HODEIDAH

Eritrea continues targeting Yemeni
fishermen

The Eritrean authorities have released
26 Yemeni fishermen over the last two
days after they were arrested on two
boats in international waters in the Red
Sea.

The Interior ministry reported on
Monday that the fishermen had arrived
on a boat at Hodeidah governorate
port.

Upon their arrival, they told the
authorities that Eritrean authorities had
confiscated their boats and properties
onboard them and taken them to the
Dafnin Island.

An investigation into the claims is
underway.
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Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (Part 3/3)

After Yemen and Saudi Arabia’s success in eliminating Al-Qaeda as a
local organization in 2003 and 2006, this organization is now back with
cross-border operations reaching the US, and Yemen as its new base for

its regional leadership.

The last operation by Omar Farouk who tried to attack Detroit Airport
has changed the concept of global security. This attack, adopted by
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, redrew security systems in the west
and the world, and moved Al-Qaeda in Yemen to the forefront of world
news and the major future threats to the world.

By: Abdel Ilah Haidar Shae’e
Extracts from a paper delivered at
the Afif Cultural Foundation

I-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula announced its
standpoint based on the
battle with the US and
the West and applies a
rule announced by Osama Bin Laden
in 2004. In a speech addressed to Al-
Zarqawi he stated, “The fight should be
focused on the Americans, and if the
others avoid aggression then the fight-
ing should not involve them, and for
those who cooperate with Americans,
then hit them no matter who they are.”

Al-Qaeda’s ideology towards both
Muslim and secular factions is strict
and radical, however, Al-Qaeda defers
between Sunni Muslims and categoriz-
es them based on how the system per-
ceives and deals with them. Sunni Mus-
lims are categorized into three different
groups, the first are those followers of
US and the West and those are warned
and advised by the system. The second
group are the followers of the system
that works according to the US and the
West and this group is accused of hy-
pocrisy and should be punished by the
system. Finally, the third group doesn’t
follow the West and yet doesn’t declare
loyalty to Al-Qaeda. The System asks
this group to challenge the situation and
reveal its standpoints.

Then there are the type of Muslims
which Western and American stud-
ies call the ‘new Muslims’, those who
believe in peace and democracy, those
who accept to live in harmony with the
US and the West, building strong allies
with nationalism and secularism forces
and with other religious currents such
as the Shiites. The place where those
kinds of Muslims exist is a place Al-
Qaeda finds hard to access and activate.
Al-Qaeda is more deeply rooted and
has a wider spread in places where “Is-
lam is simpler and more of a Bedouin
primitive nature.” In there, Al-Qaeda’s
ideology finds an accessible pathway.

This is regarding the Sunni fac-
tions. As for the Shiites, Al-Qaeda be-
lieves that those are no longer Zaidis
and they have turned into opposition
Shiites, similar to those found in Iraq
and although Al-Qaeda haven’t yet
entered into direct armed combat with
them, they keep warning of their dan-
ger to Yemen. Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula considers the war in Sa’ada
between the Shiites and the regime as
a malicious seedling planted by the re-
gime, causing misery for the Yemeni
people. Al-Qaeda also believes that
the Shiites sect have territorial goals in

Yemen and is regionally supported by
Iran. This is based on an audio record-
ing issued by the Epics Foundation, re-
cited by Mohammad Al-Rashed, one of
the security ‘wanted’ on the Saudi list.

Al-Qaeda perceives the secular and
nationalistic parties as victims of mis-
guided theories; it calls on them to
repent and draws their attention to the
fight against Western imperialism and
the US and that Al-Qaeda is the only
one who’s leading all these battles. It
is unfortunate for Al-Qaeda that the
groupings and the different parties in
the countries do not form an alliance
of any kind with them. The southern
rebellion considers Al-Qaeda an ex-
tremist organization and fights against
it, along with the US and the West, to
purge the south from it and see it as im-
portant to cooperate on an international
level to remove such a system.

The opposition political parties con-
sider Al-Qaeda a creation by the regime
and a political card used to extend their
time in charge. It is used as an escape
from the different Yemeni crises. The
Houthis believe that Al- Qaeda is a ter-
rorist movement, collaborating with
the regime in its war against them in
Sa’ada. Ali Salem Al-Abyadh declares
that he doesn’t mind getting support
from Iran. Tareq Al-Fadhli, one of
the field leaders, praises Abdel Malik
Al-Houthi who reciprocates by prais-
ing him as well in the same statement
where he denies any connection with
Al- Qaeda, describing it as a terrorist
movement. Al-Houthi also welcomes
the National Salvation Document is-
sued by the grouping of the joint com-
mittee, and he agrees on all of its terms
that cover most of the just demands and
requirements.

Regional and international overlaps
NATO’s strategic vision for Yemen,
penned by the US leadership, is con-
sistent with that of Al-Qaeda. The west
considers Yemen as the safe ally for
NATO, who has the vital role in secur-
ing energy sources in the region as well
as the trade routes and military fleets.
Al-Qaeda, on the other hand, consid-
ers Yemen the land of providence and
the starting point of its army, which has
defeated the coalition in its most impor-
tant battles nowadays.

The spread of Al-Qaeda in rich loca-
tions is a direct threat to the best inter-
ests of the US and the West. Al-Qaeda
exists in the northern and southern
areas, in Marib, Shabwa and Had-
ramout, and in the southern and west-
ern coastal areas, in Abyan, Aden and
Al- Hodeida, areas of which straits and
shipping lanes are considered the most
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foreigner minister states that Yemen has the will and ability to deal with Al-
Qaeda, but was undermined by a lack of support.

important international ones. This ex-
plains why Al-Qaeda is a direct threat
for the sources of wealth invested there
by the US and West companies on land
and a threat for the passage of different
trade lines and military fleets through
the sea. This is also why the West is so
worried about Al-Qaeda’s presence in
the Arabian Peninsula and is ready to
go through a decisive battle with Al-
Qaeda in Yemen, since it is located near
the concentration of forces, its interests
in the Gulf states and safe seaways.

Yemen is currently part of a regional
wave allied with the West to counter
Al- Qaeda in the area. Al-Qaeda replies
back with a similar wave of the Somali
youth movement that has announced its
willingness to send fighters across the
sea which will make Yemen an open
and a central battle field between the
International Jihad Movement on one
side and the international coalition for
fighting the so called’ terror’. Accord-
ing to the thoughts of Al- Qaeda, ex-
pected callings will be announced by
the International Qaeda Leadership, to
recruit in Yemen, taking advantage of
the West’s call for convening an inter-
national conference to fight so-called
terrorism in Yemen.

The Jihadists Somali Youth Move-
ment comes from an ideological reli-
gious standpoint of the International
Jihadists Movement, which is support-
ing their ‘brothers’ and the willingness
of enrolling in the Yemeni Army, which
Somali youth considers one of the best.
This, however, doesn’t mean that Ye-
men needs more fighters. They have
many well trained military men, some
of which have been sent out to Soma-
lia, such as Abu Asem Al-Tabooki from
Bihan, in the governorate of Shabwa,
southern Yemen. Abu Asem was on the
list of the 23 most wanted who escaped
from the Sanani prison in February
2006, together with some other Al-
Qaeda leaders. Al-Tabooki was killed
in an air raid on an Al- Qaeda camp in
Somalia in late 2007.

Al- Qaeda presumes that Saudi Ara-
bia’s role is a major one. The military
officer of Al- Qaeda says: Deputy Min-

Birth certificates for
children without fathers

By: Athmar Hashem
For the Yemen Times

Ithough Raja’s belly was
getting bigger, nobody
noticed that she was
ninth months pregnant.
The father of the baby
inside her was not her husband’s.

Raja’ had a friend who had no chil-
dren of her own. She persuaded Raja’ to
give birth in a hospital using her name.
The friend named one condition: that
she give her the baby once it was born.
Raja’ promised.

Raja’ gave birth to her baby, but
found that she could not hand the new-
born over to her friend. Instead, she
went to the house of her sister pretend-
ing that the baby was in fact the aban-
doned child of her brother’s ex-wife.

Despite her scheme, time uncovered
the truth and society discovered that the
baby was conceived out of wedlock and
that the father is unknown. The baby is
now three years old and still does not
have a birth certificate.

This is the case of many more chil-
dren who have been abandoned by their

fathers, leaving the responsibility on
the mother’s shoulders. Society refuses
to acknowledge them and, even when
they enroll in school, teachers treat
them badly simply because they do not
know who their parents are.

Sometimes, their mothers prefer not
to keep them. They are left in the street
or near a garbage can, or crying in front
of the door of a shelter or a house.

Somaya had a lot of troubles in
her family, and sought comfort in her
lover’s hugs. She tried to hide her
pregnancy from her parents, but they
discovered her condition. Her parents
succeeded in hiding the fact that she
was not married from the doctor at the
hospital, but could not hide the truth
from the neighbors for a long time.

Amal wanted to marry the one she
fell in love with despite her parents’
wishes. She thought that becoming
pregnant would be the only way to con-
vince them to let her marry him. When
she became pregnant, her lover aban-
doned her. In vain, she tried to abort
the fetus. Now the baby is four years
old. He has no father and no birth cer-
tificate.

Registering such children to give
them a birth certificate is essential, es-
pecially if they want to go to school.

Born where they were found

According to Mohammad Aidroos,
head of the Civil Registration Author-
ity, article 27 in the Yemeni law dic-
tates that these children are registered
as people find them.

The date that the baby is found on is
his or her date of birth, and the place
where he or she was found is his or her
place of birth. The baby is given an in-
vented name and the information of the
person who found it is registered, Al-
Aidroos explained.

He added that the person who found
the baby can adopt it. If the real parents
-one or both- came to claim to baby and
could prove their identity, they could
take the baby back.

Al-Aidroos said that many illegiti-
mate children are not registered or re-
ported to the authorities because of so-
cial or family reasons. Some are taken
in by other families, especially in the
rural areas.

He added that, in some cases, people
register these children as their own.

ister of the Interior, Prince Mohammad
Bin Nayef, manages the Yemeni Minis-
try of the Interior and that his authority
there is wider than that in the ministry
of his father. Al- Qaeda has announced
that a spy network of Prince Moham-
mad Bin Nayef in the southern and
eastern areas was detected and that one
of its rules is to follow Al- Qaeda mem-
bers and locate their positions. In Feb-
ruary 2009, Saudi Arabia announced a
list of the 85 wanted. The Yemenis on
the list include: «Amir Al-Qaeda» Al-
Wabhaishi, and military officer Al-Ree-
mi. Saudi Arabia has declared its sup-
port for Yemen in its war against terror
and King Abdullah has said that the
security of Yemen is the security of the
Saudi kingdom and the whole region.
Al- Qaeda has failed several times
in several breakthrough attempts in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; the first at-
tempt was aborted after the announce-
ment of the integration of the two
groups discovered a cell in March 2009,
by the Saudi Yemeni border in Najran.
The cell was made up of 11 people, all
of whom were arrested. A stockpile of
weapons was also discovered there.
The second attempt was when Yousef
Al-Shahri and Raed Al-Harbi tried to
penetrate the Jazan area on October 13,
2009. Both of them were killed because

they too were on the wanted list.

Despite Al-Qaeda’s success in pen-
etrating the security system during
the assassination attempt of Prince
Mohammad Bin Nayef in late August
2009, the Yemeni Saudi cooperation
grew by the establishment of a media
centre in October 2009, to make a stand
against Al-Qaeda’s media in the Ara-
bian Peninsula. This came after the lat-
ter issued a number of films about the
Saudi Royal Family. Saudi Arabia has
recently supported the British Prime
Minister Gordon Brown’s invitation for
an international conference, in order to
address what he described as the next
global threat from Yemen.

Future prospects

The future of Yemen is outlined by
various armed factions which are: the
southern movement, the Shiite armed
movement, the Houthis and the Sunni
armed movement, Al-Qaeda along with
international and regional interferenc-
es, a political crisis between the ruling
system different parts: the authority
and the opposition, and also the poor
economy of the country that is rendered
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unable to deliver its different promises.
All the international interference, with
their wars on Al-Qaeda, depend on the
fact that all those who are not with us
are against us. Consequently, this polar-
izes the Yemeni community’s attitudes
towards the US and the West, or to-
wards Al-Qaeda.

In its battle against Al-Qaeda, the
West doesn’t depend on the government
authorities and securities; alternatively,
it employs factions, civic organizations
and tribal leaders in an effort to disman-
tle the public incubator for Al-Qaeda.

The tribal system in Yemen is pre-
pared to go through modifying its plans
and councils similar to what has hap-
pened in Iraq, but only if Al-Qaeda
becomes as powerful in Yemen as it is
right now in Iraq, and if the US and its
Western allies and locals are not able to
defeat it.

The war with Al-Qaeda has start-
ed and will, in its own way, take on
broader and deeper perspectives, where
all politically peaceful sections of the
community plus the tribal and govern-
mental bodies will have no choice but
to become involved.
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Opinion

By: Sam Abdullah Al-Ghobari

aleh’s regimes first enemy

in south of Yemen, Tariq Al-

Fathly, removed the former

South Yemen’s flag, turned

off his morning radio broad-
cast that used to transmit the American
national anthem every day and repainted
his great palace walls in Abyan with new
colors.

In return, Abyan’s Security Director
was suddenly fired as a consequence of
a mysterious deal between the authority
and former sultan of Abyan Tariq Al-
Fathly, and naturally there had to be a
scapegoat.

Perhaps the state’s redeeming of Colo-
nel Hamoud Al-Harthy the maestro be-
hind the secessionists drama called for
a game over declaration. But more than
two million Yemenis are in fact the scape-
goats of the confusing deal and continue
to suffer daily because of a trange politi-
cal entity that pushes for further escala-

tion. Al-Fadhli who was a former ally of
Osama bin Laden could be seen as the
most person who gained revenge against
the Communists who ended his family’s
rule in South Yemen post the British
colonization in 1967. As he joined Bin
Laden's organization in Afghanistan and
the declaration of jihad against the army
of the former Soviet Union.

Following this, he befriended the
Sana’a regime in fighting the socialist
system of Aden four years after the an-
nouncement of the unity in 1990.

And now, he skillfully plays the role of
a secessionist himself, and created hate
feelings against people of the north, rais-
ing the secessionist flags and considering
the exiled Ali Salem Al-Baiedh as the le-
gitimate President of the State of South
Arabia alleged.

Yet these tools which President: Saleh
uses in resolving the complexities of
Southern Movement may have a deep
impact and prevent hostility feelings be-
tween south and north from being elimi-

Shaheen’s Return

nated, despite the state’s efforts to pro-
mote the concepts of national awareness
and to fight the culture of separation.

President Saleh’s regime has won in-
ternational support in the London Con-
ference last January. Then the gulf coun-
tries and donor community contributed
further to enhance the Yemeni economy
which was exhausted by the mysteri-
ous deals. This had shocked the leaders
of the south and their funders outside
the country especially since the popular
southern leader Tareq Al-Fadhli, who is
actually the brother in law of the military
commander Ali Mushin Al-Ahmar the
president’s cousin, has been redeemed in
favor of the unity regime.

The Whisky Al-Fadhli used to drink
with his hosts of the New York Times
team was a stupid move especially since
he was a former Jihiadi in Afghanistan,
then a strong government ally in 1994
summer war, and a secessionist leader
who launched the stone intifadha against
the north. All these contradictions made

him somewhat like Clint Eastwood the
famous American actor in a Texan gang
war. As the spoiled son of the regime,
Tareq Al-Fadhli sips from his -religiously
forbidden in Islam- whisky; he looks out
from his sultan palace watching a crowd
of fooled citizens who are willing to sac-
rifice their lives for him and his separa-
tion principles. He tells the New York
journalists, “I am like Osama bin Laden,
but America will not find someone who
would protect its interests in the south
better than me.”

Now the national anthem has stopped
singing and the separation flags removed,
and the drama of the southern movement
ends with a tragic scene where the fol-
lowers have been sacrificed in return for
legendary tactics by their leaders.

And while a new drama is being
hashed, among bloodshed and fishy
smell of corruption reflecting on the
moral walls the national system is hid-
ing within. The system which is trying to
eliminate opposition of any form by any

means. Hence lead to further despair and
frustration among the people and kin-
dling the spirit of hatred and chaos pre-
siding over a country which is doomed
to never progress in the 21st century as it
sits on eggs that will hash into snakes.

And here it is appropriate to tell the
story of Shahin, the boy who finally got
a judiciary statement over a land dis-
pute that took years between courts and
prosecution after an influential sheikh
took their land by force. Shahin picked
up a gun and set off in the hunt of this
sheikh who paraded the streets in cars
gifted to him by the president. Shahin
does not know when he will return to
school or when he will wear his casual
denim which he traded for the traditional
Yemeni dress of tribal men. He sees the
writing on the wall that he will never get
his right unless blood is spilled.

As he joins the armed rebellion, there
are hundreds of Yemeni youth who be-
came wood to the State- Houthi fire. And
others whose chests burned with fumes

of the southern state carrying the pictures
of the ousted leader Al-Beidh. And all
this happens while the wise leader and
great son of Yemen smiles and continues
to plan strategic deals and divide and Os-
car level conquer strategies.

But there are people who never made
it home, just like Shahin who wants to
return to his land without need for blood-
shed. And there are the Fadhli followers
who withdrew their sessionist dillusions
and the Abyan Security Director who
does not understand why he was fired
and the Houthi detainees who don’t re-
member any more why they are fighting
or whom they are fighting.

It is the confusion at its height, and
so wants it to be the legendary direc-
tor of this play “the return of the idiots”
but when will Yemen ever return to its
people?

Sam Al-Ghobari is a journalist from
Dhamar, he could be reached at
Samgh4u@yahoo.com

Tounderstand radical Islam,American
writer Theo Padnos pretended he was
a Muslim and settled himself into
Yemen’s radical mosque scene. Years
later, his cover has finally been blown.

By David Case
GlobalPost

BOSTON — The dorm — a long cor-
ridor lined with shoebox rooms shared
by roommates — was just like any other
student dwelling, aside from the stained
glass windows, the ornate woodwork and
loudspeakers blaring with Islam's pre-
dawn call to morning worship: “Prayer
is better than sleep.”

It was like any other student dwelling
— aside from the absence of music. Or
posters. Or women. Contact with the op-
posite sex was strictly banned.

When he wasn’t studying the Quran,
Theo Padnos — barefoot, and usually
dressed in a flowing white robe — says
he would wander down the hall, to see
who was around.

Living several doors away was the
dorm’s requisite quiet kid, who shared a
room with one of Padnos’ good friends.
Back in Memphis, the kid’s name had
been Carlos Bledsoe. In Sanaa, Yemen,
everyone knew him as Abdul Hakim
Mujahid Muhammad. Although he was
nice to his friends, who were mainly
other black Americans, he was suspi-
cious and rarely spoke when Padnos was
in the room.

“Abdul Hakim was taciturn, with-
drawn, maybe depressed,” Padnos re-
calls. “He didn’t like me very much.
He was an ‘are you with me or are you
against me’ kind of guy. And he felt I
was against him.”

“He felt that I was a fake Muslim,”
Padnos says.

In June 2009, the quiet kid pushed
through the doorway of a U.S. military
recruiting center in Little Rock, Ark.,
and opened fire with a semi-automatic
rifle, killing one soldier and wounding
another. More recently, he passed a note
to a judge admitting his crime, and claim-
ing that he was a member of Al Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula. He faces capital
murder charges in an Arkansas court.

On the topic of Padnos, Carlos Bled-
soe/Abdul Hakim was right to be suspi-

Study abroad with Al Qaeda

cious. Padnos now admits that he was
indeed a "fake" Muslim. A curly-haired
Vermont native who holds a Ph.D. in
literature, in 2005 Padnos converted to
Islam at a mosque in Yemen, in front of
witnesses.

But he says he never really believed
in the religion. He professed his faith in
a quest to gain access to Yemen’s most
forbidden Salafist institutions: places
rarely, if ever, visited by non-believers,
the mosques and madrassas that breed
devout radicals and, in some cases, vio-
lent jihadists.

“I wanted to know about the Quran,”
Padnos says. “I wanted to know about
spiritual experience in Islam. I wanted to
travel across the nation. I wanted to do
all the things that the converts wanted to
do. I just did not believe in the god and
the prophet and all that stuff.”

Until late 2008, he spent most of his
time in Yemen, polishing his Arabic and
burnishing his Islamic credentials, until
he managed to visit some of those radi-
cal outposts.

Padnos has long wrestled with speak-
ing publicly about the experience. Sever-
al years ago, he landed a book contract,
but at the last moment he took his pub-
lisher to court to suppress publication.
He says he had to pay back his advance,
plus a 200 percent penalty, a significant
financial loss for a writer who has barely
been employed in recent years. He says
he felt that the manuscript wasn’t good
enough to justify the potential outrage
and danger to his life that it would gen-
erate. Since then, he has continued living
in the Middle East.

Finally, this year his cover has been
blown. In the aftermath of the Fort Hood
massacre and the attempted Christmas
Day underwear bombing — both of
which were allegedly inspired by a vi-
brant Yemeni arm of Al Qaeda — Pad-
nos wrote a commentary in the London
Review of Books that hinted at his inside
knowledge of Yemen's Salafist milieu.
He later granted interviews in Germany,
to a newspaper and a television program.
This tipped off a Yemeni reporter, who in
February published an article disclosing
his multi-year stint as a fake Muslim.

The article, according to a security
expert, accused him of falsely convert-
ing to Islam as a ruse to fool Yemenis

and gain their trust. “That’ll certainly put
you on a few hit lists,” according to the
expert.

Padnos now has a contract with a
British imprint of Random House to
publish a memoir titled “Undercover
Muslim,” which he hopes will appear
later this year. While it’s impossible to
double-check every detail of his story,
GlobalPost confirmed Padnos’ account
with four Westerners who knew him in
Yemen and had followed his encounters
as they were unfolding.

"I think he’s phenomenally coura-
geous, and I think he’s apt to bring back
a lot of info that the West has never had
before," said Theo's father, Michael Pad-
nos, alawyer from Boston who now lives
in Paris. "Theo decided to go beyond the
barriers, and is coming back from Arabia
with incredible tales of what’s going on
there."

Do the Yemeni newspaper’s rev-
elation make Padnos uneasy? “Slightly.
Yes,” he says with a nervous chuckle
on a recent phone interview from Paris.
“But not totally. I want to have a civi-
lized debate with these [Salafists]. I feel
that what they’re doing is not correct,
and it’s bad.”

“The worst thing you can possibly do
in Islam is defect,” he says. “If they’re
mad at me it will be because they feel
that I have defected.” In an email to the
German newspaper reporter, which he
provided to GlobalPost, Padnos wrote
“When Muslims get angry it’s damn
hard to predict what they’re going to do
next.”

Padnos' Yemen odyssey began in
2004. He had just published a book about
a stint teaching literature to juveniles in
a top-security Vermont prison; the book
landed him prestigious media exposure
but failed commercially. Eager for a new
adventure, he moved to Yemen, where
he found a job working for the Yemen
Observer.

In a recent New York Times column,
Thomas L. Friedman singled out the Ob-
server as an example of Western-style
civil society in the troubled country, the
kind of soft power the U.S. needs to de-
ploy to win over would-be terrorists. But
in the chaos of modern Yemen, Padnos
regarded the paper — as well as the Ye-
meni government, which sponsored it
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— as a sideshow. The religious
men, he realized, wielded the
real power.

Wandering through Sanaa’s
ancient streets, Padnos says he
became intrigued by the legions
of bearded young Western men
wearing Middle Eastern robes
and studying the Quran.

“I wanted to get to know
them,” he says. When he ap-
proached them, “They said, piss
off.”

“So I said, ‘Come on, I'm a
nice guy, I’'m curious, I'm re-
spectful.

“They said, ‘you do not be-
lieve in God. You are an unbe-
liever. Piss off.””

So he changed his approach.
Eight weeks later, he went to the

mosque with thickening stubble on his
chin. “I said, ‘I would like to know more
about the Quran. Please. Teach me.””
While the Westerners remained suspi-
cious, he met a Yemeni teacher who in-
vited him in.

Although he says he never felt him-
self succumbing to the power of Islam,
he describes the years he spent in Yemen
as transformative. “I needed to have a
spiritual voyage. Yemen enabled me to
do that. The people were incredibly wel-
coming and gracious. They reoriented
my values. I felt I needed more money to
live on, and they taught me, no you real-
ly don’t. They don’t care about achieve-
ment, or where you went to college. It’s
like, ‘do you have a good heart?’ That’s
all they want to know. The rest we can
teach you.”

As an educated, left-leaning Ameri-
can, Padnos says he expected that inten-
sive, firsthand exposure to the Salafist
faith would temper the message emanat-
ing from the West, that these ultra-con-
servative Muslims were to be feared.

Instead, he says that what he witnessed
worried him further.

“They do feel invaded, and threat-
ened and frightened. They certainly do
want to lash out, and especially hope to
kill Jews and spies.”

Shortly after the Yemeni teacher wel-
comed him in, he took the dorm room at
the mosque, Masjid Shari Qain (although
he continued to keep an apartment,
where he visited with his Western girl-
friend). He preformed his daily prayers,
studied Arabic and began memorizing
the Quran.

He spent many hours discussing and
debating with young Westerners. Mus-
lims, he explains, are obligated to share
what they’ve learned from the Quran
with other people — “it’s kind of like
Facebook” he says: When you’re taught
something new, you share it with your
friends, who share it with their friends.
“You learn in cells. The idea is that the
cells will spread throughout the world.”

The experience exposed him inten-
sively to the wandering idealists drawn
by the jihadist movement. Some were
Americans. Many were third-generation
Arab immigrants to France, Germany or

Belgium.
He found these young men to be
“sweet and lost and disoriented” — vul-

nerable to persuasion, stuck between
cultures, and ill at ease with the languag-
es of their parents and home countries.
Many of the Americans had spent time
in prison. “When they get to Yemen,
they say ‘I am Muslim.’ But the Yemenis
are shocked at how poor their Arabic is,
how little they know of the Quran, and
how they pray in strange styles. The pur-
pose of the Quran school in Yemen is to
bring them the proper dogma.”

From the start, he says, he witnessed
a deeply ingrained siege mentality: “In
Yemen, everyone feels that the West is
invading in so many different ways —
with satellite TV, with secret missionar-
ies, with political accords, with spies and
NGOs and on and on,” he wrote in an
email to the German journalist, which he
provided to GlobalPost. As an example,

he cited the case of two German nurses
who were murdered in Yemen while he
was studying at a madrassa.

“[Our] teacher felt, and the stu-
dents agreed, that the two women, who
worked with female Yemeni patients in a
hospital, and were Christians, were basi-
cally there to [mess] with the reproduc-
tive organs of Yemeni women. Everyone
knows that the West would like to con-
trol the crazy rate of population growth
in Yemen,” he wrote. “Our teacher told
us all: “You are Muslims! The Christians
and the U.N. don’t want you to have
children, see. So every one of you must
out now and have 10 children. Now!’
He was joking of course, but I think he
meant it, too. Anyway, in a room full of
very sexually frustrated men — no con-
tact with women allowed — the idea
went over very well.”

Like many Western Muslims in Ye-
men, Padnos also spent time in jail,
which he says made the other students
trust him more. He was walking through
the city one day when a friend tore a
poster of the president from the hands of
an attendee at a rally and ripped it up.
“He said, ‘Pictures are illegal and poli-
tics is illegal, and people shouldn’t look
at graven images.”” There happened
to be secret police watching. “They
whipped out their guns and arrested us.”
He spent three days in jail.

“I loved jail,” he recalls. “You sing,
you recite the Quran, you make friends
with all your buddies, and talk about
how the current regime are Islamic im-
posters,” whom the true believers will
soon replace. Regardless of whether his
15-0dd fellow cellmates were ordinary
criminals or suspected Al Qaeda, the
camaraderie and privations of captivity
inspired fervor. “It makes everyone very
religious when you’re in jail.”

Despite the suspicions of men like
Bledsoe, Padnos also traveled to the
countryside, where the Islam is even
more extreme and consuming. At one
point, he says he spent about five weeks
at a mosque called Dar al Hadith. The
experience he says, was by far his most
intense. (News reports have stated that
John Walker Lindh, the “American Tali-
ban,” had studied at Dar al Hadith; Pad-
nos tried but failed to confirm this.)

There was “constant surveillance,
constant mutual policing,” he recalls.
“There’s no escape from it — it’s the
matrix in which you live, every minute
of every day.” The community there “is
watching you more closely. Every time
you go to the bathroom, they’re watch-
ing. Every time you wash your hands,
they’re watching. You’re not your own
self any more.”

“I was looking out the corner of
my eyes to see if anyone else had any
emotional distance from this. And no,
they didn’t. Everyone was on the same
page.”

Dar al Hadith has a long history among
jihadists. It was established by a survi-
vor of the 1979 Grand Mosque Seizure,
a bloody attempt by fundamentalists to
seize control of the Prophet’s Mosque in
Saudi Arabia.

Padnos describes the local village,

Dammaj, as a jihadist boom town, which
has grown rapidly due to the post-9/11
rebirth of Muslim piety. Its hastily con-
structed shanties lined a deep, narrow
valley, “like an Arabian Yosemite, with
lovely sandy paths and grape arbors ev-
erywhere. You don’t even need shoes,
and many people don’t own them,” he
recalls. “And there’s a vast Saudi-spon-
sored mosque rising out of the sand.”

Soon, the more stark aspects of the
village to came into focus: “There are
thousands of women who never emerge
from their houses. They are locked in day
in and day out. They don’t eat in public.
They don’t pray in public. The husbands
do the shopping. They are completely in-
visible,” he says. “You wonder, how can
the men have such total mental control
over these women?”

In the temperate mountain summer, as
many as a thousand young Western men
study at Dammaj, some as young 17 or
18 years old. Many have no use for a life
in the West, Padnos says: “They want
only the piety and the bare feet. They
say ‘I can have a simple cotton robe and
no shoes.' They go there and drop off the
face of the earth.”

“These kids turn up in Yemen with no
cash. They are so lonely. The mosque
gives them a house, money, education —
and love. And in exchange for that, the
kids give loyalty. Furthermore, the Quran
is a beautiful book, and for the Western
kids they owe all of their knowledge of
the Quran to these people.”

The men, he says, “give their whole
world over to Islam and to the people in
Yemen. They become very good Mus-
lims, which is an effacement of the self.
In Islam, you merge your body, your
thoughts and your gestures with the
body, thoughts and gestures of Muslims
everywhere. You’re supposed to submit
— that’s the meaning of the word ‘Is-
lam’ in Arabic: submission.”

But Padnos says he detected a sinis-
ter second motive: “Yes, Islam insists on
moral submission to the rule of God, but
I also felt that the preachers themselves
were acquiring power. And weapons.
The ambition of every strong Yemeni
man is to have more weapons and pow-
er. And that drives the sheik in Dammaj.
His particular weaponry happens to be
Western kids.”

“The sheiks control these kids more
than the kids know. The sheiks can make
them operational. These kids have West-
ern passports. I’'m not saying they’re go-
ing to blow anything up. But when the
higher-ups feel that they have no other
alternative, I think they will send the
Western kids back home” to fight their
battles. That, he says, is what’s driving
rogue killers to attack Fort Hood, the
Little Rock recruiting center and the
Northwest flight to Detroit on Christmas
Day.

“We have to communicate that we re-
spect them, and we’re not making war
on their religion,” Padnos concludes.
“And we have to act that way too. But
when we bomb little random villages in
Yemen” — as the U.S. has lately, in pur-
suit of Al Qaeda suspects — “we just set
ourselves up for further warfare.”
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Business

Over half of investment projects in Sana’a still to be

By: Ali Saeed

ver 52 percent of the
investment projects reg-
istered for the city of
Sana’a from 1992 to
2008, remain just ink on
paper, according to a recent study.

The study investigated the outcome
of investment projects registered by
the General Investment Authority
(GIA) in the city of Sana’a over a peri-
od of 17 years, from 1992 to 2008.
Although the city has the largest por-
tion of registered investment projects
in the country, at around 25 percent of
the total projects, the study found that
only 48 percent of these projects have
been implemented.

Adel Al-Ashtal, the former director
of the GIA branch in Aden and the cur-
rent head of the GIA employees union,
conducted the study at the Center of
Business Administration at the
University of Sana’a. He said that it
focused only on Sana’a city, both
because it is highly attractive to inves-
tors and because of the encouraging
success stories there.

“It is still a favourite city for invest-
ment as compared to other Yemeni cit-
ies,” said Al-Ashtal. Sana’a attracts
investment for mainly service projects,

because of its high density of popula-
tion, high purchasing power, good
security, and the largest labour market
amongst Yemeni cities. Up to 500,000
people enter the city every day from
the different governorates.

The study covered projects in ser-
vices, tourism, industry and agricul-
ture. The most important, launched
between 1992 and 2008, were in ser-
vices and the others were in telecom-
munications, transport, and health. He
went on to say that although only 275
service projects were put into practice,
out of the 494 registered industrial
projects. Most of these were large cap-
ital projects costing at least USD 5
million.

According to Ashtal, in the area of
telecommunications, around four
mobile telephone companies where set
up in Sana’a recently and now operate
mobile telephone services throughout
the whole country. Around 11 transport
companies have been launched over
the last 17 years in Sana’a and they
run the transport network to all the
other cities, according to Al-Ashtal.
Finally, some private health facilities
were launched since 1992, but still the
sector is still full of investment oppor-
tunities.

Around 785 industrial projects were

Left: Al-Ashtal suggests more investment in hospitals, such as at the Science and Technology Hospital above, for example in dialysis equipment.
Right: One of Sana’a’s biggest investment projects, the Movenpick hotel opened in 2006.

registered in Sana’a city during the
past 17 years but, only 334 industrial
projects were then applied.

He also said, “Most ongoing indus-
trial projects are in paper, plastic, metal
and steel workshops - not in large
plants.”

As regards the tourism sector,
around 291 projects were registered,
but only 144 projects were implement-
ed, according to this study. Agriculture
was the lowest sector among the oth-
ers, in both registration and implemen-
tation. Between 1992 and 2008, only
24 agricultural projects were registered

and only 13 of these were eventually
put into place.

Electricity cuts and corruption

The study highlighted the many obsta-
cles that faced projects during their
implementation phase.

“A lack of infrastructure, causing
electricity cuts, water shortages and
the lack of a sewage system were the
main challenges to implementing these
projects,” noted the study. Corruption
was also a major contributor in hinder-
ing the realization of registered proj-
ects. Delays in court procedures, unfair

competition in awarding government
contracts and land disputes were also
noted as important hindrances.

Investment in health and services
Al-Ashtal said that the service sector
in Sana’a is still a growing investment
opportunity. “It is always related to
population growth, and in Sana’a there
is a huge increase in population creat-
ing a demand for service projects.”
“The health sector in Sana’a is still
not entirely covered and many areas
have not yet been addressed,” he went
on to add. He gave the example of

dialysis equipment, the artificial
replacement for failed kidney function,
as a field needing investment. “If a
there were a high quality health facility
focusing on renal failure and dialysis,
many customers would definitely head
there,” he explained.

For more information on invest-
ment in Yemen, go to http://www.

giay.org/ or email Adel Al-Ashtal
at ashtals@gmail.com.

Yemen’s imports from Pakistan worth $ 200 million, says diplomat

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

emeni imports  from

Pakistan have reached

USD 200 million during

the past year, said Deputy

Ambassador of Pakistan in
Yemen Ahmad Sirohey.

In a speech he delivered during the
celebration of the Pakistani 70th anni-
versary of independence on Tuesday,
Sirohey made it clear that Yemeni-
Pakistani trade relations are improving.
Yemeni businessmen signed trade agree-
ments with Pakistani counterparts during
their participation in Expo Pakistan held
in Karachi late last month. They signed
deals worth more than USD 20 million.

He stated that the Yemeni-Pakistani
trade relations began witnessing great
progress after the participation of a big
Yemeni delegation in the expo. They
signed agreements permitting them to be
agents of Pakistani companies in Yemen.
He expected that the volume of this trade
will reach more than USD 80 million in
the coming three months.

He also stated that the government of
Pakistan honored the Yemeni business
delegation by saying it was the greatest
participant of all delegations that came
from many countries to participate in the
expo. He highlighted that Yemeni-
Pakistani brotherly relations have been
improving during the past few years.

Pakistani embassy organized a cele-
bration that included Pakistani folklore
with children singing and dancing. The

party started with a recital from the
Quran followed by flag hoisting and the
national anthem performed by a group
of children from the Pakistani commu-
nity.

“The Pakistan Day this year will go
down in the history of the country as a
memorable day when the Parliament and
the nation was poised to take a giant leap
forward to realize the dream for which
Pakistan was created. This dream was
realized by strengthening parliamentary
democracy, federalism and constitution-
alism,” Pakistani President Asif Ali
Zardari said in his speech to the people.

Adel Abass, Visa officer in the
Pakistani embassy in Yemen, read the
message of the Pakistani President Asif
Ali Zardari to the Pakistani people on
this occasion. He talked about the strug-
gle of the Pakistani people for indepen-
dence and their efforts in realizing
democracy, creating the constitution and
enforcing the law.

“With the blessings of Allah and
through the heroic struggle of our peers
the Muslims of the subcontinent
achieved their objective on August 14,
1947. It took them a short period of
seven years to reach this objective. Our
founding fathers were determined to
carve out an independent state where
there will be democracy and where con-
stitutionalism and rule of law would
apply” he said.

Meanwhile Pakistani ambassador in
Yemen Khawaja Al Qama talked about
the evolution of the Pakistani revolution

Vacancy
Announcement *

AMI is a humanitarian, apolitical and non-profit French
non-governmental organization created in 1979.
Now present in 7 countries, for over 25 years AMI
has brought medical cares to those most vulnerable
populations excluded from all health care systems.
AMI is established in Yemen since 2007, in Hodeidah
governorate. AMI health projects are implemented in
closed collaboration with the Ministry of Public Health
and Population. The country representative office
based in Hodeidah is seeking for:

An Administrator

Job Summary:

The Administrator Officer works under the supervision of the
Head of Mission. He/she is responsible for the cash-box;
he/she keeps the cashbooks and checks all accountancy
documents in accordance with AMI financial procedures.
He/she is in charge of several administrative duties
(follow-up of contracts, mails, human-resources, relation
with local administrations and service providers). He/she
provides appropriate translations on request. Finally, he/she
supervises the team of translators, cook and cleaner.

Qualifications & Requirements:

« University degree or practical experience in financial,
accounting and administration management, preferably with
INGO, or public department or private sector;

« Languages: English (compulsory working language, spoken,
read and written); fluent in Arabic (reading and writing);

+ Good computer operating skills (Word and EXCELLENT
command of Excel);

« Knowledge of SAGA s a plus;

+ Knowledge of Donors’ procedures;

« To be rigorous, well organised, trustworthy and to work in a
full-openness.

Contract:
+ 6 months contract with possibility of extension;
« Full time based in Hodeidah;
« Salary according to AMI salary scale.

Candidates should submit their application in English (C.V.
and a covering letter detailing their relevant experience and
their motivation) at one of the following address:

AMI office, Al Haye Al Tejari Quarter, In front of Central
Inspection Institution, PO Box 3940, Hodeidah, Republic
of Yemen

yemen@amifrance.org

Deadline for application: Wednesday, 14 April 2010 at 4.00 pm.

Applications that do not meet the minimum requirements listed
above will not be considered.

Only short listed candidates will be contacted for interview.

oy
S v
ANATION

o oW
8 yolis Rillag

Lagfa s Lwnh Lbie (AMID) sdll Lokl cligall dalis
oo OSY 5 Jss 4 B Ll Guls day¥s Gwba e dolus)
5 Oyl Sl T Lkl cleaall aaily Lkl agi Ll Yo
il Gyl alss] &lS (o Gpagyall

WYV ple Ly Ba Ll Logeedll G Ll Lkl e
paall Wilas B WY Laall Gl Closn peny puiy
K oKl s Ll dawall 3yl g oslaill Lelblis i,
Gl Ly Lkl Al e gy Gl s, S
Junil i a pgdSal iy deglill  Jall Siss b Dasall
LBli 33y Lol Laall Slesall

s O Il (3 dae pash e Laliiall g duiitll U JRe lay

3191 Jpiana

Al pudty AL cad Jen Gbisey pie @Y Jstdl
poy Oblually wiill s 5 ¢ Gl Goale Ge Ystas sSus
oo Yse 5sSey AN AMI lbaY by G paal Gl
Slsadl ¢ agsmdly o usdiadl Laglil) die LY aldl Ga gl
casiey (Slosall asiay Dlall S o Ddladly o Loydadl
wle o aaly - Lslhll Gls¥l peal Ll anle asi O wle

B ey Ly« e 0 o B gle iy of Lkl

i) b Gl dagpdull 5igi (30 ¥

ol cTualally LI 3,10Y) (b Tolac 300 T Laala Loy o
- palall ¢ Ll i plall Uil il punc3,00Y b 5o

96 (RS 3o i g Buad ¢ Lasyll Joall L) L5al¥1 s GBI o
- (LS 3el5ill) Lopall sany

sl sl Lals) Gogualall Juits Jlas b Sasn Shlgo o
< (line JSiy JuSYI pladiuly

SAGA ) ) ralall golipll aladiil Bala) Jaig o

coaslll Glaall olelyayl dyee o

aally GBI paa o5 s Sy ity (lids 05 0 @

1 Josll wis
sl L] pa st B Joall e Bus o
apaally JolS o ploal £ o5 e
LLaliill iy el kg oS I o

Lodai¥l Bl Ulay 5 I pio posds Laligll puasill e
QlGH psliall o Juaiilly Joall ppunand 5 gl pias il s

Sl — goladll all (AMI) & sall Ll S gall dakiia LiSs

) ) Gl s Ly

Y /Y AYA0: uSLals

yemen@amifrance.org i, S sl

deluall ba YN/l /0 olany ¥ LU il e ga AT
) ISR

e ks ol codlel 3558300 gl L 5555 ¥ A Stk

Loaai ) Wliall cpaill (yo AL saally kb Jualgill (a

(4
it

Pakistani embassy organized a celebration that included Pakistani folklore with children singing and dancing at the celebration of the Pakistani 70th

anniversary of independence.

that began in Lahore by their forefa-
thers.

“It was a momentous event in tumults
time of history,” he said.

“People of the subcontinent were
fighting for independence from the
British yoke but leaders felt that Muslims
cannot live under Hindu domination.

Under the leadership of Mohammad Ali
Jinnah, they decided that a separate
homeland for the Muslims of the Indian
subcontinent was essential in order for
them to live in dignity and pride,” he
said.

He revealed that Pakistan is going
through many challenges at the moment,
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u[!m MARIE STOPES
INTERNATIONAL

VACANCY

Director of MSIY Operations

Responsible for planning, leading and supporting the
expansion of the MSIY programme- including the Clinics,
the Community Midwife network and the Training
department. Applicants must be university graduates with
previous health programme management experience in a
variety of countries, proven strategic planning, budgeting
and reporting skills, external relations and information
Experience of private sector business
development would be an asset.

Must have good written and spoken English, proposal and
report writing and computer skills.

Deadline for applications is 315t March 2010. Only
shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

Please send CVs and a cover letter in English to
msfran@y.net.ye or Fax: 01 425 907

such as terrorism. He assured that the
country will overcome them as it has
done in the past.

“Pakistan has survived many storms
during its existence and now the nation
is united. It will defeat the menace of
terrorism at all costs. We are sure that
Allah will support us and give us

strength to fight the ghost of terrorism
with determination and progress to live
with dignity,” he concluded.

During the ceremony, which was
attended by a number of Yemeni busi-
nessmen and journalists, Pakistani chil-
dren performed songs and danced. This
delighted the audience.

Source of Funding: Self financing

of Aden.

Tel: 00967- 02 200168
Fax: 00967- 02 201541

N

Valid Insurance Certificate.
valid commercial register.
samples (if required).

valid zakat card.

valid soles tax certificate.

ONO O AW

chamber of commerce.

16. validity of tender period (90 days).

submission will be returned unopened.

days) starting from advertisement.

Invitation for Bids
Tender Announcement no. (3) of Year 2010

The Yemen Gulf of Aden Ports Corporation — Port of Aden here announces its desire to
invite bidders to Tender no. (3) for supplying Procurement of Rubber Fenders, and Spare
Parts for Marine Launches, Tugs Owned by YGAPC

Bidders who are willing to participate in this Tender have to submit written applications to
Yemen Gulf of Aden Ports Corporation — Port of Aden — Headquarters — beside Crescent
Hotel - Tawahi — Aden — at the General Department for Stores, Purchases, Bids (secretary
of bids) to receive Bidding Documents for an amount 10,000 Y.R non-refundable. Bidders
have to apply during the official working hours at Yemen gulf of Aden port corporation — port

Email: ygapcplanning@y.net.ye

The deadline for selling BDs will be on 20 April 2010.

Bids have to submitted in sealed envelopes addressed to the concerned Entity, (Yemen gulf
of Aden port corporation — port of Aden) mentioning the project name, Tender number and
name of bidder. The following documents must also be attached to the envelope:

1. ABank Guarantee for a lump sum ( $ 5,250 /-) of (Five Thousands and Two Hundred
Fifty Dollars.) Bank guarantee has to be valid for not less than (90 days) from date of
Bid Opening. Bank guarantee may be substituted with a payable cheque.

Valid tax certificate (A foreign bidder who is not already doing business in Yemen may
provide a copy of the appropriate VAT registration document from his home country).

certificate of origin for spare parts, approved by the embassy and issued by the
9. detailed invoice approved by the embassy.

These documents have to be submitted to the Procurement and Stores Department not
later than Saturday at 11:00 am on 24 April 2010. Bids received after the deadline for

Bid Opening will take place at the Hall of the Marketing department and at the same time
mentioned above, in presence of bidders or their authorized representatives.

Potential bidders may inspect BDs before purchasing during working hours for a period (35
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National Dairy and Food Company (Nadfood) c
Awarded best Food Manufacturing Company in Yemen
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e e

National Dairy and Food Company “Nadfood" celebrated its award
as the best company in food manufacturing in Yemen for the year 2009
at its headquarters in Taiz and its branches in other governorates.
Nadfood was honored by the prime minister Dr. Ali Mujawar and
director of the General Investment Authority Salah Al-Attar.

The company came for the award based on a variety of factors,notably
the company’s ability to compete in the market, commitment to quality
and productivity of administrative and technical progress, the
establishment of national employment, provide better services and
competitive prices

RIUF.;:::r LeFadi.

Central Region Branch Hadramout Branch Aden Branch Sana’'a Branch Headquarters
General Manager Receives Investment Award

General Manager of the company Aziz Ahmed Abdullah Al-Herwi
received the investment award in a festive celebration among the
company'’s staff, friends, businessmen as well as distinguished
guests from the diplomatic and government agencies and media
representatives.

Nndrood General Manager expressed his delight at receiving the
award on behalf of the company and said that this achievement
reflects the encouraging investment environment in the country
in all fields especially in the food industry. "This honor is the
culmination of the efforts of the company through its continuing
effort to provide food products of high quality to meet the
consumers' wishes and needs in their different segments® GM
Emphasized.

:qﬂﬁd@

RS PP

www.nadfood.com
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Readers View

You and I

By: Fuad Noman
fn_0012000@yahoo .com

You and I

Behind the fear, deprivation and op-
pression

Within incognito and transit time

On no certainty land

At the atrium of night

For thousands of years

The Moon’s been surrounded

By the gray song

The clouds turned miserly

The wings of wind soaring me up to

The ghost of nothingness and an evil
eye

In order to obliterate the joy of my
birthday

My home’s backyard is no longer a
rest

Where the flowers hugging the sunray

Camus plague covers up my realm

Hitting the identity of my kingdom

Over the legendary time

On the lowland of this outer space,

A unique hidden harmony

It’s more terrific than any miraculous
scenery

You and I

At the last moment of sunset

She commemorates the survival
ceremony

To maintain my address and identity

In my culture seasons, the flowers
nectar would flow

‘What a charming mermaid

On the ocean’s tide,

The sweetest nymph that I’ve ever
seen

Portrays the shadow of beauty,

Thou art the oceans and seas’ Queen

Her agile physique lies down

Making our land fairly brown

Instigating the flood of love

In her so snow-white smiles

The home of the Dolphin’s tale

‘When the Chinese nightingale intones
The melody of Peace;
With the first daylight,
You would be my breadth and luxury

Arab relations collapse in front of soccer

By: Majed Ahmed Al kotamy
majedahmed1985@yahoo.com

he matter of winning or

losing in soccer, should

be confined to the bounds

of merely a  brilliant

game of cooperation and
competition, of inspirational demon-
strations of swerving shots, clever
passes, free kicks and perfectly placed
goals, by two teams of eleven players.
And never should this matter cross
these boundaries extending into sense-
less violence and useless riots leading
to extremes like diplomatic break-
down between two nations.

Unfortunately, what happened be-
tween Algeria and Egypt, two of the
most prominent Arab countries, is ex-
actly this, when in round 1, in Novem-
ber last year, Egypt beat Algeria 2-0
only to lose to Algeria in Khartoum,
Sudan.

Quarrelling arguments and insulting
altercations bandied around two the
brotherly nations. The scenes of crazy
days, riots, ambassadors in Khartoum
and Algiers being recalled and hun-
dreds of fans -- not to mention several
Algerian players -- left bloodied and
scarred, seemed like those of an im-
minent war, determined to perish the
green and dry of the two countries.
Brothers looked like strangers, and
friends appeared like bitter enemies,
in a dismal portrayal of the weak re-
lationships amongst the Arabic coun-
tries!

The Algerians and Egyptians had
played a similar match 20 years ago,
from which Egypt emerged victori-
ous. Violence erupted after that match,
leaving an Egyptian team doctor blind
in one eye and an Algerian soccer
player wanted by Interpol. That was
also the last time Egypt gained admis-
sion into the World Cup, while Algeria
hasn’t participated since 1986

First, let’s ask ourselves, what did
happened between Algeria and Egypt?
Why did all Arabs turn out to be losers
at the end of the match before which
we pledged ‘none are losers’?

The match represents the first spark
of conflict amongst Arabs. Actually,
it is beyond perception how a game
can become a reason of hatred. It is
also impossible to believe that a mere
game can, in a moment, wipe off years
of efforts in trying to join hearts of all
Arabs to beat as one. It is dishearten-
ing to see a game ruining all frater-
nal ties amongst nations who wanted
to stand united in front of the world.
And now, our feeble brotherhood, un-
friendly desires, hatred, hidden spites
and grudges towards one another have
surfaced because of a game.

What a shame to fight in a game!
And all while Israel looks on in glad
appreciation, saying to itself «a new
weapon to weaken the Arabs. Let
them fight and finish each other and
prove that they are real terrorists and
extremists» Is this how we want the
world to view us: divided by mere
disagreements and discordance out of
soccer?

However, the matter goes much
beyond the game. The post-colonial
states in Algeria and Egypt were built
against the paradox of combining lo-
cal and pan-Arab-Islamic national-
isms and as much as the new emerging
Egyptian and Algerian “Nationalistic”
discourses in the 1950s and 1960s were
projecting an Arab-Islamic ideal, they
were hiding another process of solidi-
fying Egyptian and Algerian nation-
alism. But at the same time, the two
countries were historical allies in the
battle against European colonialism.
Unfortunately, what started as a soccer
rivalry has become a deep diplomatic
rift between two erstwhile allies. A rift
attributed to the process of solidify-
ing nationalism taking place in these
countries, since 1950s and 1960s.

Yes, we truly regard soccer «emula-
tion or competition» as a kind of petty
war, but it still remains, no more than
a game. The team which excels in per-
formance in a match deserves to go on
and reach the top and it is unethical
for a mere game to become a reason
of violence among nations, to weaken
brotherhood. If this happens, it means

Sana’a British School

TEACHER AND TEACHER ASSISTANT VACANCIES

Sana’a British School has Teacher and Teacher Assistant vacancies for
August 2010 in both the Primary and Secondary Schools. Required for
Teachers are: an undergraduate degree in the teaching subject, teacher
certification, and proficiency in English. Required for Teacher Assistants
are: experience working with children, a willingness to contribute to
instructional planning and extra-curricular activities, and good English
language capabilities. Salaries and benefits are good. Sana’a British School
1s in a period of exciting and rapid development. Those interested in joining
the School should apply by e-mail with covering letter, cv, and a list of

referees to:

Email: administrator@sbsyemen.org

Mission: Sana’a British School, a window to the world, provides the highest
Standards of British Education in the English language and in an international
learning environment that honors the Yemeni culture.

(SBS)

FOR 2010 - 2011

The Head Teacher
Sana’a British School

Tel: 203 950

that soccer has lost its essence as a
game. Moreover, one problem draws
upon the other, and our existing is-
sues are enough, the pain some of our
brother nations are undergoing are
much beyond endurance and surely
we don’t need new problems.

So, let’s go back to the match in
Khartoum, Sudan when Algerians,
who have been absent from the World
Cup for over twenty-four years, beat
Egyptians, 1-0, in a tense match, and
ask: why did Algeria win? Sports ana-
lysts have said that stakes were high
for both sides and the two coaches had
planned well for their teams to play
but the Algerians’ calm on the pitch
helped them control the play-off and
spiraled them to victory. The Algerian
coach planned a high level of tactics
and was in control. The Algerians
were not frightened; they were so calm
in contrast to the Egyptian team. And
here was immense solidarity amongst
the Algerian team. Moreover, Algeria
had sent a lot of Algerian fans and pa-
trons including some high officials to
support the team in Sudan by Algerian
Alr lines, free.

Finally, Egypt made up with arch-
rival Algeria ahead of the recent Janu-
ary 2010 matchup between their soc-
cer teams, when the two sides met in
a semifinal match of the African Cup
of Nations, two months after Algeria
beat Egypt in a playoff to qualify for
this summer’s World Cup. Egypt won
the match.

To sum up, soccer is a nice game,
and it will stay so. It is a peaceful game
whose essence is healthy competition
and the spirit of sportsmanship. It is
a sensible game of winning and los-
ing, which has no place for grudges,
spite, or hostility. Soccer is a friendly
sport not war. Any sport has great po-
tential in strengthening relationships,
and should, under no circumstances
become instrumental in breaking ties
between brother nations. Politics and
sports should never be mixed. And if
we uphold these values, certainly there
is no sport that can shred the vestiges
of pan-Arab fellow feeling.

Through
The Mind's Eye

By: Maged Thabet Alkholidy
majed_thabet@hotmail.com

Motorcycles, positive
or negative (Part II)

ecently, the number of motorcycles, in our main cities, has increased.

Where on one hand, hiring motorcycles is gaining popularity as a conve-

nient and economical means of public transport, there are people who are

not so convinced. Both have their own reasons, their own logic and it is

very interesting to see how different people look at things from a different
perspective. It really helps us to look at the phenomenon from all aspects and come to
a conclusion.

In part 1, we discussed the positive aspects of motorcycles. In this article, we will look
at some of the drawbacks, and weigh the conveniences against the harms, and form an
opinion about it.

According to the recent statistics, about 70 accidents take place per a month, in Ye-
men. Most of these accidents end up either in deaths or serious injuries. Motorcycle
riders usually do not protect themselves by wearing helmets, the traffic is reckless and
even small accidents prove really bad for both, the motorcycle rider and his customer
riding behind him. For this reason, many people avoid hiring motorcycles, despite the
conveniences motorcycles offer, in terms of money saving, potentials for reducing traf-
fic jams and faster movement.

Motorcycles are the nosiest means of transportation. The roar of just one motorcycle
submerges all other noises on streets, making it impossible even to hear the person next
to you. Noon times are time for lunch and qgat, people are rushing and the main roads
are jammed. Motorcycles are considered handy at such times, but they pollute the cities
with their noise.

The government has banned motorcycles from working after eight o’clock at night, in
the main cities. However, some motorcyclists are not willing to let go of any chance of
earning and continue working beyond this time, especially in the sub-ways, where there
are no policemen and disturb the people living in the areas around. So while motorcycles
solve the problem of finding transportation at night, they prove to be a nuisance for the
people, waking them up in middle of the night.

Recently motorcycles have also been used in thefts, especially in snatching valuables
from pedestrians in streets. In most cases described, a thug, riding a motorcycle, grabs
a handbag from a women or a mobile phone from a man as the man is talking over
the phone, and rides away at a high speed. There have also been incidents in which,
motorcyclists have indulged in immoral behavior with women walking on streets, and
then sped away. This is what makes people curse the day when motorcycles entered our
cities.

Till recently, motorcycles did not have number plates and were not expected to obey
traffic rules. This not only increased the number of accidents, but held car drivers re-
sponsible, in case of accidents involving motorcycles. And the motorcyclists got away
with not abiding by the traffic rules.

These are some of the serious drawbacks of having motorcycles in our cities, today.
What is even more serious is that no serious attempt has been made to tackle this, either
by the government or by the owners of motorcycles. And so you can think for yourselves
whether this means of transportation is a convenience or a threat.

Maged Thabet Al-Kholidy is a contributing opinion writer from Taiz. He holds an MA in
English, and is the former editor of Taiz University’s English-language magazine.

Job Vacancy

We are working actively for petroleum exploration business in Yemen. Currently we are seeking to hire
highly motivated and qualified candidates for the following vacant post.

Job Title : Materials Controller

No. (032010)

operations.

well as spoken

Qualification and SKkills required
- More than 5 yrs experience as a Materials Engineer or Materials Man on well site for drilling

- Good and skillful knowledge of drilling materials & materials control system ( Daily Inventory
control & material cost control)
- Good English communication skills with others & Good English ability of especially writing as

- Skillful computer literacy for material control & daily inventory list control system including daily
materials cost control for inventory management with MS office & Excel programs

- Self motivating and willingness toward the tasks given

Job Title : Drilling HSE Engineer.

No. (042010)

hr@knocyemen.com

Note :

Qualification and SKills required

- More than 5 yrs experience as a HSE staff at drilling campaign/site
- Good and skillful knowledge of drilling oriented HSE

- Good communication skills with others

- Good English ability of especially writing as well as spoken

- Skillful computer literacy of MS office

- Self motivating and willingness toward the tasks given

Please submit application letters with C.V. recent ID , related certificates through our email:

¢ Deadline for application : 31 March,2010
* Applications that don’t meet the minimum requirements listed above will not be considered.
¢ Only short listed candidates will be contacted for interview.
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SECURITY PROVISION

IN-SITE GUARDING

FESTIVALS & CARNIVALS SECURITY *
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS

EXPLOSIVE DETECTORS

FIRE DETECTOR SYSTEMS

SECURITY ACCESSORIES

MAINTENANCE

2 YEMEN PROTECTION GROUP

SECURITY
SAFETY SERVICES )
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REPUBLIC OF YEMEN - SANA'A - NOUAKCHOTT St. OPP. OF UNICEF
Tel: 466086 Fax: 534598 Mob: 771808382 - 777884803 Email . YPGSECURITY @yemen net.ye
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SUPER DELUXE
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Basem M.A. ALshaibani

ou Hli— lais
Sana’a-Hadah St.
Infront of AL-komaim Center
P.O.Box: 5465
Res.Tel-1: +967 1 266 375
Res.Tel-2: +967 1 505 290
Office : +967 1 505 277
Fax : +967 1 267 619
E-mail : shaibani_super@yemen.net.ye
Website :www.alshaibani.com.ye
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MsaM Logistics & Aviation Services
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Travel, Towrism & Carge Seryvices

By: Oliver Holmes
For the Yemen Times

hen first arriving in

Yemen, it is easy to

feel disheartened by

the cuisine. Those

expecting fresh Leba-
nese mezze or sweet Syrian baklava will
be sorely disappointed. Yemen might be
in the Middle East, but the dishes are as
far from famous Levantine cuisine as the
country is from the Levant.

Over the centuries food has filtered
into Yemen from its neighbors. Yemeni
dishes often appear more African than
they do Middle Eastern. Shafoot, for ex-
ample, is a favourite in Sana’a, consist-
ing of spongy Ethiopian bread soaked in
a spicy yoghurt sauce.

Despite Yemen being a culinary melt-
ing pot, a qualm that people who visit
seem to have is the lack of diversity in
old Sana’a street food. In the old city of
Sana’a, it often seems like you only have

three choices: chicken and rice, beans
and egg, and liver.

But there is a fourth option: salta. This
dish is the savior of old city cuisine. The
mouthwatering meal certainly makes up

for the apparent lack of diversity
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read
English-language newspaper

in old Sana’a street food.

Everyday scores of men gravitate to-
wards Souq Al-Mileh (Salt Souq) to en-
joy a boiling hot dish of salta. The meaty
soup is made in minutes over blow
torches. Cast-iron pots are used to with-
stand the soaring tempera-
tures. It has a brothy consis-
tency, and the streets are full
of women selling different
types of bread to soak up the

juices.
Chefs will use different
ingredients and cooking

methods to make salta with
their own touch, but the dish
is fairly simple.

First onions, peppers and
tomatoes are fried and eggs
are added to give consisten-
cy. In Sana’a’s old city, okra
is put in the pot. Sliced pota-
toes and rice are added and
the dish is seasoned with salt
and pepper. Minced meat
and a meaty consommé are
added to create a thick soup
which is served so hot that
customers have to lean back
to avoid being burnt from

The journey of YALI’s 35 years

By: Layla Asda
For the Yemen Times

‘ ‘ ALI is a source of
pride for all those

who are associat-

ed with it, no mat-

ter whether they

are students, admin staff, or teachers,
for YALI’s remarkable qualities make
it worthy of all kind of pride. Its unique
role in teaching English as well as its
focus on cultural exchange contribute a
great deal to serve the Yemeni and in-
ternational community in many aspects
which will always keep YALI the best
English language institute in Yemen”.
These remarks and opinions are shared
by everyone at YALI.

YALI is the premiere English language
institute in Yemen, for it was established
in 1975 by the American Embassy and
the US Information Services in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation. It has always
been part of the American Embassy in
one way or another even when it was
managed by different implementers.
Thus YALI has always been part of the
Embassy and now it is going to be su-
pervised even more closely. On March
20, 2010, YALI celebrated its 35th an-
niversary with a big gala dinner and
music. The gala dinner was attended by
the American ambassador, Mr. Stephen
Seche, the American Public Affairs Of-
ficer, Ms. Deborah Smith, the Public Af-
fairs Officer, Mr. Walker Murray, YALI’s
admin staff and teachers, a number of
VIPs, sponsors and a number of journal-
ists from the local press who also study
at YALI.

There were also the top graduate stu-
dents and former YALI students who
studied and graduated from YALI a long
time ago and are now holding important
positions in different fields. Those grad-
uates are a source of pride for YALI and
the institute means a lot to them. Their
study at YALI has brought about many
turning points in their lives.

The celebration was a gala dinner to
honor this special occasion, and there
was a very inspiring speech by the
American Ambassador Mr. Stephen
Seche who congratulated YALI on its
35th anniversary saying that it is a very
special occasion and it was worth cele-
brating. Also, he thanked each one who

American ambassador with Naif, YALI’s DOC,
cutting the cake

contributed to ensuring the unique role
that YALI has been playing in Yemen
well over three decades and stressed that
such a role would strongly continue in
the future.

His Excellency, the Ambassador,
pointed out that YALI was first es-
tablished to help prepare Yemenis for
government services and to engage in
international businesses. Furthermore,
it aimed at bridging the cultural gap that
separated Yemen from the rest of the
English speaking world. Indeed, YALI
has always fulfilled this important need
in Yemen.

He added that YALI has really earned
its reputation as the premier English
language institute in Yemen throughout
these years and its remarkable success
has led YALI to be a unique model for
other language institutes to follow its
footsteps.

Moreover, he made it clear that YA-
LI’s success has been earned through the
determination of American and Yemeni
educators who believed and still believe
that providing the people of this country
with an opportunity to learn English is a
noble cause and that it is part of YALI’s
mission.

Moreover, he mentioned that when
YALI was established, the classes were
modest and it was actually housed in the
home of the US Information Services
and the house of the American Library
and the staff officers who started the Ful-
bright educational exchange program in
1971. But then the demand for the Eng-
lish language instruction was so great, so
it expanded. And as YALI has grown to
meet the demand for English language, it

has become the center in Sana’a
for discussion and cultural ex-
change between Americans and
Yemenis because language al-
lows us to convey our values.

The ambassador added that
YALI’s formula for English
language instruction has be-
come the model for other lan-
guage institutes in Sana’a as
well as universities charged
with preparing students for ad-
vanced degrees in engineering,
computer programming and
medicine and other fields that
require knowledge of English.
He also mentioned that the

American Embassy is proud to
have established the Yemen-America
Language Institute in 1975, and proud to
have supported and nurtured its growth
over the past 35 years and that the Em-
bassy looks forward to a long and pros-
perous future for YALI.

He concluded by thanking everyone
who devoted him or herself to the suc-
cess of this institution which he hopes
will continue for many years to come.

Then the celebration continued with
honoring some of the teachers and ad-
min staff. Teacher Maimona Ismail was
honored for being one of the most dedi-
cated teachers at YALI since she joined
in 1994. Nizar Sheikh, the computer ad-
ministrator, was honored for his effort
in developing YALI’s Data base and the
Multimedia for the Institute. Abdulrahim
Browne, a Muslim-American teacher,
was honored for his great help in admin
work. Last but not least, Ali Sharwan, an
administrator, who worked hard to create
a video to mark the 35th anniversary.

To conclude, it is worth mentioning
that since the establishment of YALI,
there has never been any institute that
has ever reached the level of YALI in
everything. The ambassador mentioned
that YALI’s imitators all sound like
YALI and really wish to reach its status.
It is also worth mentioning that Mr. Mo-
hmed Naif, YALI’s DOC, recited a verse
of a poem that he wrote specifically for
YALI to indicate how much YALI admin
staff and teachers are dedicated to this
wonderful institute. The verse says:

YALI I love you more than anything in
my life Everybody is jealous of YALI,
even my kids and my wife

the bubbling broth. A green froth, called
‘hulba’ is added at the end which gives a
clear bitter tang.

“To make hulba, you first grind up
fenugreek, then mix it in will okra until it
becomes a foam. You can then add extra
meat broth to make the salta delicious,”
Abdul Raimi, a veteran chef, told Yemen
Times in his cramped, steamy kitchen in
Souq Al-Mileh.

“It’s like an art when you cook salta,
there is a lot of skill in the prepara-
tion and the cooking process,” he said,
sweat dripping from his forehead. “I’ve
been working here for 20 years. I learnt
to cook salta from my uncle and now I
think I’ve become a better student.”

But not all are as passionate as chef
Raimi in his tiny restaurant.

“People eat our salta because it is deli-
cious. But to be honest, in the old city
there are no real alternatives,” said Rob-
tham Taleh, a waiter and cashier, who
looked too old to still be running around
on his feet.

“But the real reason people eat salta
at lunchtime is because it is complemen-
tary to qat. It makes the qat taste great,”
he added.
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A great meal before qat

Qat, a mildly narcotic leaf, is chewed
throughout the old city during after-
noons. Salta is eaten almost as fast as it’s
cooked before patrons rush off to a qat
vendor to buy the precious leaf.

“I sit here, next to the restaurants,
because people will go and eat salta and
then go straight to the qat sellers to buy
their qat,” said a qat dealer sitting just
outside a group of Salta restaurants.

“Salta is a great meal to have before
chewing. It is hot and spicy which makes
the qat taste better. Together, salta and
qat make the stomach smooth which
means the chewer will be able to sleep
well after the qat,” he said. “People do
this every day. They eat salta, chew qat
and then sleep.”

A’raf Al-Wasabi, a seasoned qat chew-
er agrees: “I eat salta mostly because I
chew qat afterwards,” he said, stuffing
a salta-soaked piece of bread into his
mouth.

“This is the best salta restaurant; it is
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the cleanest and they slaughter a cow
every morning so the meat is tender and
fresh,” he added.

The origins of salta are hazy. It is ru-
mored that the dish was introduced by
Turkish soldiers during the Ottoman in-
vasion. But the people of the old city of
Sana’a have made it a Yemeni dish.

Salta in Sana’a is rumored to be the
best, but the dish has spread around the
country, as far as Taiz and Aden. The de-
licious, scorching hot dish keeps people
energized in mountainous regions and
provides an ideal pre-chew meal for qat
devotees.

The truth is food served in old Sana’a
stretches beyond four options, and once
inside people’s homes, visitors will be
astounded by the wealth of dishes. Old
city restaurants rarely represent the true
diversity of Yemeni cuisine to visitors.
But for its inhabitants, variety is not a
priority as long as salta is on the menu.

“I like salta because it is a traditional
dish, I'm completely happy to eat it ev-
ery day,” said Al-Wasibi.
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