
SANAÕA, July 6 Ñ High in the hills 
of rural Yemen, Ghaleb Ahmed sat his 
young daughter on his knee and prepared 
to eat lunch. He was taking a break from 
his job building a new rock and cement 
road in the village of HababaÑone of 
many places in the country where jobs 
are scarce and people struggle to put food 

on the table. Now, that struggle would be 
c"nguu"fkhÞewnv."cv"ngcuv"hqt"c"yjkng0""ÑVjg"
village was in need of a road, and when 
the project came we got a road and we 
also got money for building it. So, we are 
able now to buy household basics like 
àqwt.Ò" Cjogf" uckf" kp" Fgegodgt0" Vjg"
project was among several in the coun-

try designed to help poor communities 
cope with higher food prices by employ-
ing large numbers of people to build or 
repair local infrastructure. As of March 
2010, Ahmed was one of 41,000 people 
vq"igv"uwej"c"vgorqtct{"lqd0"Vjg"rtqlgevu."
supported by a special World Bank fund 
to help countries recover from the global 

hqqf"etkuku."jcxg"uq"hct"dgpgÞvgf"39.222"
jqwugjqnfu"cpf"rckf"qwv"&809"oknnkqp"kp"
wages.

Job creation eases food crisis 
Globally, the World Bank helped ease 
the food crisis by supporting job-cre-
ation programs in a number of coun-
tries. More than 101,000 people are em-
ployed as part of job creation programs 
in Guinea, Liberia, Nepal, Sierra Leone 
cpf"[gogp="cpf"772.222"jcxg"dgpgÞvgf"
from cash-for-work programs in Ethio-
rkc0"Vjqug"ctg"tgncvkxgn{"uocnn"pwodgtu"
in a country of 23 million people, where 
40% of the rural population lives below 
the poverty line, acknowledges Afrah 

Alawi Al-Ahmadi, a senior human de-
velopment specialist at the Word Bank 
working on social assistance programs in 
[gogp0"Dwv"vjg"uweeguu"qh"vjg"Þtuv"rjcug"
of the cash-for-work program (workfare) 
is leading to more expansive efforts for 
helping the poor through workfare pro-
grams and other social assistance, such 
cu"fktgev"ecuj"vtcpuhgtu."ujg"uc{u0"ÑIkxgp"
the need and the trend and the level of 
poverty, the advantages of the workfare 
program are clear. Now we want to be 
more expansive and to hone the design 
of the program to address chronic pov-
gtv{"cpf"cv"vjg"ucog"vkog"jcxg"vjg"àgz-
ibility to respond to shocks when they 
ctkug0Ò

Yemen struggles to recover 
Yemen, one of the poorest countries in 
the world, is still struggling to recover 
htqo" vjg" 4229/422:" inqdcn" hqqf" etkuku."
which saw a dramatic rise in the price of 
such staples as corn, wheat and rice.  Ye-
men now faces food shortages and high 
food prices resulting from recent drought 
and sharply rising prices for imported 
food and fertilizers, in particular grain.  
Vjg" [gogpk" iqxgtpogpv" kpkvkcnn{" vtkgf"
vq"eqpvtqn"yjgcv"rtkegu"kp"422:"vjtqwij"
doubling the governmentÕs portion of the 
wheat imports, but a drop in the price 
of oilÑYemenÕs main source of export 
incomeÑlater that year forced the gov-
ernment to cut its spending on social sec-
tors, says Al-Ahmadi.
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UCPCÔC." Lwn{" 9" Ð" Hqwtvggp" [gogpk"
Þujgtogp" jcxg" cttkxgf" dcem" kp" Jcllc"
governorate after being detained in Eri-
trea for 10 days. 

According to the Ministry of the In-
vgtkqtÔu" ogfkc" egpvgt." vjg" Þujgtogp"
said that they were arrested by Eritrean 
authorities at gunpoint while they were 
Þujkpi" cdqwv" 37" pcwvkecn" okngu" vq" vjg"
west of YemenÕs Sawab Island. 

Vjg{"cffgf"vjcv"vjgkt"vyq"dqcvu."Þuj"
cpf" gswkrogpv" ygtg" eqpÞuecvgf" cpf"
were not given back to them. 

"Ncuv"yggm."c"itqwr"qh"[gogpk"Þujgt-
men arrived on two boats in Hodeida, 
after they being released by the Eritrean 
authorities who had seized eight of their 
Þujkpi" dqcvu." ceeqtfkpi" vq" vjg" Kpvgtkqt"
Ministry media center. 

"Vjg" Þujgtogp" uckf" vjcv" vjg{" ygtg"
brought into detention at gunpoint from 
vjg"ugc" ncuv"Htkfc{" kp" kpvgtpcvkqpcn"yc-
vgtu0"Vjgkt"Þujkpi"dqcvu"cpf"gswkrogpv"
ygtg" eqpÞuecvgf0" Qh" cnn" vjg" vgp" dqcvu"
ugk¦gf." Þujgtogp" uckf" vjg" Gtkvtgcp" cw-
thorities left only two of them to be used 

for sailing home. 
ÑUqog" [gogpk" Þujgtogp" kpukuv" qp"

Þujkpi" kp" Gtkvtgcp" ycvgtu" ykvjqwv" Gtk-
vtgcp"rgtokuukqp.Ò"uckf"vjg"Gtkvtgcp"Co-
bassador to Yemen, Mousa Yasseen.

ÑGxgt{"qvjgt"oqpvj"qt"yggm."[gogpk"

Þujgtogp" gpvgt" Gtkvtgcp" ycvgtu" vq" Þuj"
cpf"vjg"cwvjqtkvkgu"jcxg"vq"fgvckp"vjgo.Ò"
uvcvgf"[cuuggp0"ÑVjg{"ugk¦g"vjgkt"dqcvu"
only for a limited time and then they are 
tgngcugf0Ò"

Continued on page 2

By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

UCPCÔC."Lwn{"9"Ð"C"rtqokukpi"uvtcv-
gi{"hqt"yjcv"ku"tghgttgf"vq"cu"vjg"ÑVqr"
322Ò"ku"uggkpi"itcfwcn"rtqitguu"cu"kv"ku"
being advocated for behind the stateÕs 
enqugf" fqqtu0" Vjg" Vqr" 322" tghgtu" vq"
identifying and empowering 100 highly 
swcnkÞgf." rtqhguukqpcn" cpf" rcvtkqvke"
Yemeni men and women, and putting 
them in decision making positions in 
the most crucial development related 
okpkuvtkgu" uwej" cu" vjg" Okpkuvt{" qh" Hk-
nance, Civil Services, Planning, and 
Health and Education.

Vjg" Vqr" 322" ku" kp" guugpeg" vjg" Þtuv"
point of a 10-point reform plan piloted 
d{" Fgrwv{" Okpkuvgt" qh" Hkpcpeg." Lcncn"
Qoct"[csqwd0"Dgjkpf"[csqwd"uvcpfu"c"
group of high level supporters and co-

authors within the Yemeni government, 
from the private sector as well as from 
the international community in Yemen.

Currently intense coordination is tak-
kpi"rnceg"vq"ocmg"vjg"Vqr"322"jcrrgp0"
Cu" [csqwd" gzrnckpu" kv." vjg" Þtuv" kuuwg"
vjcv" pggfu" vq" dg" fgcnv" ykvj" ku" Þpfkpi"
the right people to implement the plan. 
Around one third of the one hundred 
new recruits have already been found 
and agreed upon, and the search is on-
going to complete the list.

Vjg" jgcf" jwpvkpi" ku" vcmkpi" rnceg"
xgt{"swkgvn{0"Cnqpi"ykvj"ghÞekgpe{"cpf"
professional capacity, the new recruits 
jcxg" vq" dg" crrtqxgf" d{" ugpkqt" Þiwtgu"
supporting the plan including the presi-
fgpv0"[csqwd"eqpÞtogf."jqygxgt."vjcv"
the recruitment is taking place through 
a transparent and merit-based selection 

process.
Kp" Hgdtwct{" vjku" {gct." [csqwd" àgy"

to London to introduce this plan to the 
YemenÕs Unit at the Chatham House 
Vjkpm"Vcpm0"Vjg" rncp" jkijnkijvu" vjtgg"
main priorities for Yemen to tackle 
urgently: Job creation, public services 
such as water and power, and the rule 
of law.

ÑVjg" rtqdngo" ykvj" [gogp" ku" vjg"
way it is managed. We are so used to 
doing things in a certain manner that is 
tkikf"cpf"vkog"eqpuwokpi0"Vjku"ku"yj{"
we need fresh creative people who can 
work in a more effective way, but we 
need to give them authority and support 
uq" vjcv" vjg{" ecp"rgthqto.Ò" uckf" cp"qh-
Þekcn" uwrrqtvkpi" vjg" pgy" tghqto" rncp"
who asked to remain anonymous.

Vjku"ku"pqv"vjg"qpn{"tghqto"rncp"ewt-
rently being processed. Another plan 
with a different approach is currently 
being discussed in the cabinet under the 
ngcfgtujkr" qh" Fgrwv{" Rtkog" Okpkuvgt"
and Minister of Planning, Abdulkarim 
Al-Arhabi.
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As a response to international pressure and advice, the 

Yemeni government has started several reform processes 

to prevent the country from sinking deeper into economic 

and political crisis.
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SANA’A
Yemen, Kuwait over legal cooperation 
Minister of Legal Affairs, Rashad Al-
Rasas, met on Monday with the Kuwaiti 
Deputy Prime Minister for Legal Af-
fairs, the Minister of Justice and Minis-
ter of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs adviser, 
Rashid Al-Hamad.

During the meeting, Al-Rasas ac-
quainted the Kuwaiti minister and the 
accompanying delegation with the tasks 
of the ministry in preparing and issuing 
legislation, and in legally defending state 
issues both internally and externally. 

For its part, the Kuwaiti delegation 
affirmed readiness to improve bilateral 
cooperation in legal affairs between the 
two countries through programs to ex-
change expertise.

The two sides also raised the possibil-
ity of preparing a memorandum of un-
derstanding for cooperation in the legal 
and social fields.

DHAMAR

Dutch support of health services in 
Dhamar discussed 

The Secretary-General of the Local 
Council in Dhamar governorate, Muja-
hed Al-Ansi, recently met with the First 
Secretary of the Dutch embassy to Ye-
men drs. B.J.S. Smeding.

Al-Ansi discussed with the Dutch 
diplomat areas of support offered by the 
Dutch government in health and pro-
moting of the level of health services 
provided in the governorate.

The Dutch official reviewed areas 
of support provided by the Productive 
Health Program carried out in Dhamar 
governorate which is supported by the 
Dutch government within the frame-
work of bilateral cooperation between 
Yemen and the Netherlands.

Al-Ansi pointed out the successes 
achieved by the Productive Health Pro-
gram in promoting the provision the 
health services to mothers and children 
in the governorate and its contribution 
to training, infrastructure and support-
ing the government’s efforts.

LAHJ

Security plan in Lahj discussed
The Security Committee of Lahj gover-
norate discussed on Monday the level of 
implementation of security plans in the 
governorate.

Headed by Secretary General of the 
Lahj Local Council, Ali Hidar Matar, 
the committee also discussed the efforts 
of security bodies to enhance the secu-
rity and stability in the governorate, es-
pecially in four districts of Radfan.

The committee affirmed the impor-

tance of increasing efforts to arrest out-
law elements and bring them to justice, 
highlighting the cooperation of citizens 
with the security forces to enhance sta-
bility and security in Radfan.

The security committee approved 
several measures to boost security and 
public peace in the governorate.

TAIZ

Seven killed in fatal crash 
Seven Yemenis were killed on Sunday 
evening in a fatal accident between a 
bus and a taxi that took place on a high-
way in Taiz governorate, south Yemen.

Eyewitnesses said that the seven 
killed were in the taxi, while the bus 
overturned wounding several passen-
gers. 50 people were onboard the bus 
traveling from Hodeida governorate to 
Aden city.

In March, 73 people were killed and 
214 others wounded in 258 road acci-
dents throughout the country. The ac-
cidents caused material losses estimated 
to be YR 38.5 million.

A report issued by the Traffic General 
Administration noted that the capital 
Sana’a and Taiz governorate had the 
highest number of incidents with 35 ac-
cidents each. 

«The reasons behind the accidents 
were speeding, neglect, and technical 
faults among others,» according to the 
report.

MUKALLA

Hadramout electricity generators’ 
Þtg"rwv"qwv"

On Sunday, the civil defense corps put 
out a massive fire which overwhelmed 
electricity generators at the Rayan Elec-
tricity Plant in Hadramout governorate.

Secretary General of the Local Coun-
cil in Hadramout, Khalid Al-Dainy, told 
Saba News Agency that an investigation 
is underway to find the causes of the in-
cident. 

He noted that the fire caused a com-
plete blackout in Mukalla city and 
neighboring areas. 

Al-Dainy expressed thanks to Presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh, on behalf of 
the governorate’s citizens, for his orders 
to quickly provide electricity generators 

for Mukalla city.
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The International Labour Office (ILO) is the United Nations specialized 

agency that works to advance opportunities for women and men to 

obtain decent and productive work in conditions of freedom, equity, 

security and human dignity.

Within the framework of the ILO programme of support to Yemen for the 

project for promotion, implementation and monitoring of the National 

Employment Strategy, the ILO has a vacancy for the following position:

Economist (National Officer  NO-B)  

Application deadline: 18th July 2010

For the detailed job description, including details of terms and conditions and how to apply, please visit our website: 

www.ilo.org.lb and send your CV to:

RECRUIT-ARABSTATES@ilo.org

     

In Brief

Sabafon, the first Yemeni GSM Tele-

communication Company, will be 

holding a wedding celebration for 52 

of its employees this coming Friday 

July 9.

 Sabafon organizes and sponsors 

annual mass wedding celebrations for 

its staff as a gesture of support for the 

employees and to help them with the 

wedding expenses.

This will be the 6th annual mass 

wedding celebration by Sabafon and it 

will take places at El-Kubra hall locat-

ed in 50th street in the Yemeni Capital 

city Sana’a.

On this occasion, Sheikh Hamid 

Al-Ahmar, Chairman of Sabafon ex-

pressed his immense happiness and 

congratulated the grooms and brides 

to be. He said that the success of the 

company comes from the satisfaction 

of its employees and that this annual 

event is one of the activities which 

Sabafon does to support its staff every 

year.

 “It is important to help the young 

men and women start their marriage 

life without having to go through a 

lot of expenses and be burdened with 

loans. We know that it means a lot 

to our employees and this event also 

spreads harmony among the staff,” 

said Al-Ahmar. He added that holding 

such events is a part of the company’s 

social corporate responsibility of the 

private sector towards the community.

Sheikh Hamid Al-Ahmar empha-

sized the important role played by Sa-

bafon in the social services, especially 

in the sponsorship of youth issues 

through supporting many mass wed-

dings organized by different chari-

ties. Sabafon recently contributed to 

sponsoring Al-Afaf Festival for mass 

weddings.

It is worth mentioning that Sabafon 

pays all the expenses of wedding cer-

emony, in addition to providing finan-

cial assistance and valuable gifts for 

each couple.

Sabafon celebrates

wedding of 52 employees

Total announces the acquisition of a 

36% interest in the Block 72 produc-

tion sharing agreement in Yemen. Op-

erated by DNO Yemen AS (DNO), the 

1,821-square-kilometer license is lo-

cated in the southern part of the Masi-

la Basin. The acquisition is subject to 

the approval of Yemen's Ministry of 

Oil and Mineral Resources.

Total and the original partners 

- DNO, TG Holdings Yemen Inc., 

Ansan Wikfs (Hadramaut) Limited 

and the The Yemen Company (TYC) 

- plan to drill and exploration well in 

the fourth quarter of this year.

With this acquisition, Total pursues 

its exploration and production activi-

ties in Yemen, in high-potential geo-

logical basins that offer a close fit with 
existing projects. 

Total acquires an interest 

in Block 72



By: Jauda Jafar Lhmady
Hadhramout University
Faculty of Education- Seiyun

T
arim is a Yemeni city with a 
deeply rooted history. It is 
northeast of Seiyun city in 
Hadhramout valley, where 
Al-Maseelah valley begins. 

The distance between Tarim and Seiyun is 
about 34 kilometers, and between Tarim 
and Al-Mukalla, the capital of 
Hadhramout, is about 356 kilometers. 

Tarim appears in an ancient engraving 
in which it is written that it was besieged 
by Al-Sabaieen at the beginning of the 
fourth century. Tarim was the capital of 
ancient Hadhramout and carried the name 
of its king “Tarim bin Hadhramout bin 
Saba’a Al-Asghar.” It was the center and 
capital of Kindah, the tribe of the well-
known Arabic poet Omrao Al- Qaees.

Tarim is in a very important location 
for trade, defense, and civilization. Tarim 
has been a crossroads for trade since the 
period before Islam. Huge loads of incense 
came to it in caravans for storage and 
exportation. Also, the products of 
Hadhramout valley, like grain, dates, and 
fabrics passed through it. In this way, the 
incense trade was founded, which is 
known as one of the most famous trade 
routes in history. However, the military 
importance of the location of Tarim comes 
from the highlands which surround the 
city on almost every side. 

Tarim has many different names. It is 
named “Al-Ghanna” because of the huge 
number of blooming shade trees and gar-
dens. It is also named Madinat Al-Siddeeq, 

the city of the orthodox caliph Abu Bakir 
Al-Siddeeq, the close companion of our 
Prophet Muhammed (PBUH). It was 
named this because Abu-Bakir Al-Siddeeq 
(May Allah be pleased with him) said 
three prayers to Allah for Tarim: that Allah 
would increase its water, increase its 
scholars, and that the city would be inhab-
ited and flourishing forever. Also, it is 
named Madinat Al-Tib  or “the city of 
medicine,” Madinat Al-Huffadh or “the 
city of the keepers of Qur’an,” Madinat 
Hadhramout or “the city of Hadhramout,” 
and Madinat Al-Masajed or “the city of 
mosques” because of the large number of 
the mosques in Tarim, which once reached 
360. It is also called Madinat Al-‘Ilm or 
“the city of knowledge,” especially reli-
gious knowledge. 

When Islam emerged in Yemen, Tarim 
embraced Islam as did the rest of the 
Yemeni cities. Labeed bin Ziyad Al-Ansari 
was appointed as the ruler of Tarim by the 
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) and the 
orthodox caliphs after him. Then Labeed 
made it his main residence before and 
after the battle of Al-Najeer. Tarim shared 
the leadership of Hadhramout valley with 
the city of Shibam until (203 AH) when 
Al-Ziyadiun came to Hadhramout, and it 
submitted to them. Then Tarim was ruled 
by many other groups.

When Islam was introduced to Tarim, 
some of the companions of our Prophet 
Mohammed (PBUH) traveled here. 
However, there was some backsliding in 
Tarim and conflicts occurred. In these 
wars, some of the companions of our 
Prophet (PBUH) were killed and buried in 
Tarim. In Al-Lasik village, which is locat-

ed to the east of Tarim, there is the grave 
of the great companion “Abbad ebin 
Bisher,” may Allah be pleased with him. 

 Since the time that Islam knocked on 
the doors of Tarim, the city has opened its 

arms to embrace this religion. It has 
adopted the Holy Quran and Islamic leg-
islation. In its history, Tarim has given 
birth to many Islamic scholars and propo-
nents of Islam who have played important 
roles in the spread of this religion in the 
world’s countries, especially the countries 
in Asia and eastern Africa.

From that time, Tarim has preserved 
religious knowledge. Once, there were 
more than 300 families who could give 
people religious and legal judgment. This 
religious and scientific environment made 
the city a great scientific center. Many 
institutions, mosques and other places for 
learning, such as the houses of scientists 
and scholars, were built. Tarim became an 
important center for religion. In fact, peo-
ple set out from Tarim at the end of the 
fifth century and the beginning of the 
sixth century AH in order to spread Islam. 
Some people from Tarim traveled to India, 
Indonesia, Singapore, the Philippines and 
other countries to spread Islam. 

Al-Ahqaff library is the most famous 
library among all the libraries in Tarim. 
The foundation of this library was neces-
sary because of the huge number of man-
uscripts in Tarim city and the surrounding 
cities. There were some famous families 

who loved gathering and buying manu-
scripts and books in different fields of sci-
ence and know

edge. Therefore, Al-Ahqaff library was 
established in 1970 after an expert 
Egyptian delegation researched how to 
gather the manuscripts in it.  Today this 
library contains about 5300 books and 
manuscripts in different fields of science 
and knowledge, such as interpreting the 
Glorious Qur’an, doctrine, Hadith (say-
ings of the Prophet Mohammed PBUH), 
language, conjugation, literature, history, 
the prophetic biography, medicine, math-
ematics, astronomy and other sciences. 
These books and manuscripts are consid-
ered rare masterworks: their value comes 
from their rarity, antiquity, or because they 
are original manuscripts. 

In addition, Tarim is famous for its 
architects. The city can compete with the 
eastern and western schools of arts and 
architecture because of its rare architec-
tural masterpieces. The most prominent 
thing in Tarim architecture is that its build-
ings are built of mud mixed with straw 
and painted with Al-Noorah, a white sub-
stance made of burned stones. These spe-
cial materials help to create palaces, cas-
tles, and houses which dazzle visitors with 

their unique style and resistance to deteri-
oration throughout history.

The unique architectural movements of 
Tarim resulted in ancient landmarks which 
are sought after by visitors and tourists. 
Al-Rinad Castle, Al-Eir Castle, Al-Nogeer 
Castle, Gharamah castle, Mutahar castle, 
Nafi-Dammoon castle, Awad castle, 
Fllugah- Tareem, Bin Dhuban-Arrudod 
castle, Mugaddam Al-Yemaani castle, 
Al-Gubbah palace, Tareem palace, Eshih 
palace, Assalam palace and Al-Kaff pal-
ace are some of these architectural land-
marks.

To honour Tarim, which is considered 
one of the sources of ancient Islamic 
thought, and to reveal Tarim’s superiority 
when compared to many Islamic cities, 
the  Islamic Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization (ISESCO) selected 
Tarim to be Capital of Islamic Culture 
2010. This selection is like a medal on the 
breast of Tarim and honors both its older 
and more contemporary scholars for the 
enormous and blessed efforts they have 
made to serve and spread Islam. It rewards 
Tarim for its Islamic history, which is full 
of scientific and intellectual achievement, 
as well as for its distinguished Islamic 
architectural landmarks.
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The historical and religious position of Tarim

By: Abdulkareem Al-Sharhee
Alsharhee@gmail.com

A
bdullah Al-Eryani works 
exceedingly hard, yet he 
always welcomes everyone 
with a big smile and open 
arms. He is very helpful to 

his students and exudes energy in the 
classroom.  Here he speaks to the Yemen 
Times.

Where were you born and raised?
I was born in Eryan (village in Ibb gover-
norate) in 1976 and grew up there.
What prompted you to study English?
Before I joined Dhamar University, I spent 
plenty of time thinking about my future 
and learning English was the most encour-
aging field offered to me.
  
What did you do after graduation?
After I graduated from the English 
Department in Dhamar University, I had 
the opportunity to be appointed as an 
instructor there. Hence, I was sent by the 
university to do my higher studies in India 
through a scholarship program from the 
Indian government. 

What was your first impression of 
Indian people?
Well, Indian people are very friendly and 
very hard working.

How did you find the teaching English 
in India?
India has a long history not only of teach-
ing, but also in English.  English is the lan-
guage of most aspects of life there.  There 
is even an increasing claim for a distinc-
tive Indian English. English is after all that 
nation’s second language. 
Did you face any difficulties there?
Of course, there are always difficulties. 
One of the biggest was the educational and 
scientific gap between Yemen and India. 
One needs to work hard to bridge that gap.

How did you cope with life as an expa-
triate?
Life, in my opinion, is an endless school.  
As you finish one stage, you move on to 
another.  You learn from the past, reflect in 
the present and then think wisely for the 
future.  It is true that I was away from my 
country but it was still a wonderful oppor-
tunity, giving me many good memories.

Since you were appointed as the Head 
of the English Department, what have 
been your priorities and what have you 
achieved so far?
I have not long been appointed as the Head 
of the English department. Therefore I 
can’t point to any achievements yet.  
However, the department is in need of 
much improvement.  We lack the basic 
means for teaching English.

What difficulties do the staff in the 

English Department face?
Unfortunately, the problems are quite 
widespread. A few examples are over-
crowding, lack of resources and unavail-
ability of equipment.

What do you do if a student complains 
of being unfairly treated by a marker?
In such cases we try to show the student 
their errors along with answer papers.  This 
is in accordance with the regulations of the 
faculty.

What do you and this department aim 
to achieve in the next few years?
Within the next few years, we hope to 
change the current status of teaching and 
learning English in the department.  We 
want to provide the teachers with the nec-
essary equipment and resources to deliver 
the program in a modern way.

What do you think of parties that dis-
tribute their newspapers on campus and 
what would you say to those who criti-
cize their teachers in these papers?
Everybody in this faculty should exercise 
self-control and everyone has a duty to 
behave according to their role here.  As 
such, students should concentrate on their 
studies.  As for those who criticize their 
teachers, it may be that they are forced by 
circumstances to register their dissatisfac-
tion using any means they can find.

What is your last word to your stu-
dents?
Through this interview with the Yemen 
Times, I would like to encourage my stu-
dents to keep on learning and speaking 
English.  I hope that they will share their 
knowledge and help others to learn in all 
the various aspects of life in which they 
are involved.

Given the great occasion which is May 
22 and the 20th anniversary of the opening 
of this faculty, I present my warmest con-
gratulations to the pioneer of Yemen, Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and to all Yemeni people 
who wish to see progress and prosperity in 
our precious country.

Head of the English Department in the Education 

Faculty of Dhamar University to the Yemen Times:

"Students should concentrate on 

their studies."
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Alice Hackman

By: Francis Matthew, Editor-at-Large

F
or many decades, the political 
story of the Gulf states has been 
one of steady progress towards 
greater stability and social co-
hesion. All of these states are 

relatively new, with their territories only 
really taking shape in the last half of the 
20th Century and their boundaries only 
being finally defined very recently. It is a
mark of the success of the leaderships in 
the six GCC states that the different tribal 
and social groups now accept and actively 
support their nations.

But stability is not just about having se-
cure nations. It is also about social cohe-
sion, and in Saudi Arabia and some other 
Gulf states there was a lingering minority 
support from a few of the more conserva-
tive and religious sections of society for 
some of the ideas behind the more violent, 
radical Islamist groups.

So it was a very important development 
when Al Qaida bombed several sites in 
Saudi Arabia in the late 1990s and early 
2000s, and killed many Saudi citizens. 
This in turn led to the long-established of-
ficial policy against the violent extremists
of Al Qaida and their like being unequivo-
cally matched by popular opinion.

Political and social progress has been at 

the national, social, and individual levels 
as the millions of Gulf citizens slowly ac-
cepted the deep and irrevocable changes. 
But this progress did not happen by 
chance, and is due to continual and careful 
leadership.

This is why the ongoing fighting in
northern Yemen is attracting so much at-
tention around the Gulf. The Al Houthi 
tribal federation and their allies are seek-
ing independence from the Yemeni state, 
which naturally refuses to give it. The is-
sues that have arisen are ones that all Gulf 
states have had to deal with in the past: 
tribal loyalty, suspicion of central govern-
ment, religious conservatism and a fierce
independence.

Yemen is very different from the six 
GCC states as its government has only 
relatively weak security control over the 
huge country of 26 million people. North 
and South Yemen only became one coun-
try for the first time in 1990. The former
royalist north was ruled by the Zaidi 
Imams for centuries and endured a brutal
civil war in the 1960s as the Egyptian-
backed republicans took over. The South 
was a British colony for most of the 1800s 
and 1900s until a Marxist revolution 
forced a British withdrawal in 1967.

So the Yemeni government has to deal 
with the active revolution in the conserva-

tive north by the Al Houthis, the continu-
ing murmurs of succession by some of the 
disgruntled southern leaders and with Al 
Qaida setting up bases in the more remote 
parts of Yemen, where they can operate 
without much interference. This would be 
a tough ask for any government, and Ye-
men needs all the help that it can get to 
keep the situation under control.

The Iranians are delighted with what
is happening. They have been working 
hard over the past decade to spread their 
political message through the Arab world 
and they have been nurturing groups who 
seek their support. Hezbollah in Lebanon, 
Hamas in Palestine and several Shiite par-
ties in Iraq are the more obvious examples.
So the Iranians have leapt to support the
Al Houthis, claiming them as fellow Shi-
ites and seeking to promote their cause.

Opportunistic
But this Iranian espousal of the Al Houthi
cause is opportunistic. There are no reli-
gious or cultural links between the main-
stream Twelver branch of Shiism, which 
Iran has made its own and is trying to
export around the region, and the very 
conservative Zaidi branch of Shiism that 
is limited to northern Yemen. 

The Zaidis make up the majority of the 
population in north Yemen, and are most-
ly conservative tribal people living in the 
countryside, or have become urbanised 
and more secular in the cities. 

The only real link was that Hussain Al 
Houthi, the original leader of the rebel-

lion, spent some time in South Lebanon 
and admired what Hezbollah leader Has-
san Nasrallah was doing. But this personal 
link has not yet lead to Iranian armed sup-
port; the limit of what Iran has given the
Al Houthis is some finance, and a lot of
favorable publicity.

But even this interference in Yemeni is-
sue has been sensitive for all Gulf states 
and has set alarm bells ringing. No Gulf 
state wants the Iranians training the Al
Houthis, bringing to bear the military 
skills and abilities honed in the tough wars 
in Lebanon, and indoctrinating them with 
their particular Iranian political and radi-
cal outlook on life. The possibility that the 
fighting might spread beyond Yemen is
frightening.

Iran is delighted to support the cause,
and cause serious problems for the Gulf 
states. It is a classic opportunity to foment
fighting and civil discord, which might al-
low Iranian-backed forces to creep in and
take advantage of what is going on. 

Meanwhile, the Al Houthis are de-
lighted to find an ally. They have launched
six rounds of fighting with the Yemeni
government since 2004, and the present 
seventh round does not look like being 
the last. 

The Yemeni government needs substan-
tial support to bring this rebellion to an 
end. It cannot do this by executing every-
one who took part, so it needs a military 
victory  followed by a political program 
to absorb the rebels back into the Yemeni 
mainstream.

Yemen exposed
By Walid M. Sadi

The Jordan Times

M
any peoples, includ-

ing Muslims, won-

der why so many 

Muslims around the 

globe are now radi-

calised and militant in the pursuit of 

their rights and the resolution of their 

conflicts and grievances with others.
Most observers and scholars at-

tribute this upsurge in extremism to 

the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, since
it was, and still is, the primary factor 

that spurred Arab and Muslim animos-

ity towards not only Israel but all other
nations that are perceived as having 

contributed to the dispossession of the 

Palestinians and deprived them of their 

national identity.

Yet the Palestinian case does not 

answer all the questions about the rise 

of Arab militancy. It will be noted that
Islamic militancy took a sharp turn
upwards during the armed conflicts in
Bosnia and Kosovo when thousands of 

Muslims were systematically killed.

The horrific massacre of 1995 in Sre-

brenica, which took the life of 8,000 

Muslim boys and men for no reason 

other than they were Muslims con-

vinced the Muslim world that other re-

ligions and civilisations were ganging 

up against them.

The genocide and ethnic cleansing 

committed then left deep scars in the 

minds and souls of Muslims every-

where, and they cannot forget those 

days easily.

Still, the devastation and untold 

suffering caused to the Palestinians, 

Bosnians, Kosovars and Chechens do 

not alone justify the rise in violence 

by Muslims. There is still more to this 

phenomenon.

In Afghanistan, for example, the So-

viet Union occupation was perceived 

by many Muslims as a determined 

communist attempt to uproot Islam in
that country and replace it with com-

munism.

The Soviet Union’s defeat in Af-

ghanistan and the withdrawal of its 

armed forces in 1988 did not end the 

fighting in the country but turned it,
instead, into armed political, economic 

and social contests between Muslim 

extremists and reformists.

This conflict in the Muslim ranks is
the direct result of the perceived dan-

gers to Islam from the outside world.
The war among Muslims, whether 

in Afghanistan, in Iraq, Yemen, Alge-

ria or Somalia, to name but a few, is 

what should concern Muslims and non-

Muslims alike, not only because it has 

turned bloody, violent and nasty, but 

also because its wider, almost global, 

implications.

The conflicts within Islamic nations
between the so-called fundamentalists 

and the moderates can be explained, in 

part at least, by the proposition that all 

religions oscillate from one extreme to 

another.

It would seem that the Muslim world
is going through these cycles as well, 

with the hardliners appearing to have 

the upper hand, at least for the time be-

ing.

There is no doubt that once this up-

heaval runs its full course, the tide will 

shift in favour of the more enlightened 

school of Islam.
Islamic history vindicates this inter-

pretation, but only time will tell wheth-

er history will indeed repeat itself in the 

Muslim countries as well. Resolving 

the grievances of the Muslim peoples 

would accelerate the process of heal-

ing and help restore the dominance of 

moderates and the enlightened in the 

Muslim world.

Why radicalised

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

T
he world should not be an 
open field for terrorism, kill-
ing innocent civilians and 
using terrorist operations as 
a political tool. We cannot 

remain silent about countries which of-
fer financial assistance to terrorists and
harbor terrorist cells. Terrorist attacks 
should not be registered in the name of 
unknown organizations and the world 
cannot afford to cower in the face of 
terrorism and hide in dark corners. The 
world is capable of ending terrorism 
and reining in countries which support 
and harbor terrorists and use them to 

blackmail the international community. 
This month many countries in the world 
faced terrifying attacks by extremists. 
While Iraq continues to be plagued by
terrorists, religious fundamentalist have 
occupied the Red Mosque in Islamabad.
Terrorist attacks have been staged in 
London, Glasgow and an ancient temple 
in Yemen, which was built in the days 
of Prophet Suleiman (PBUH). Recently 
Morocco has turned into a military camp 
which is on a high security alert.

Terrorism would not have assumed 
such dangerous proportions if we had an 
international military force dedicated to 
fight terrorism in the name of the whole
world. It is obvious individual countries
- including the world’s sole superpower

the United States, Britain and Spain - 
have failed to fight terrorism individu-
ally. It is time the UN Security Council
called for an emergency meeting to come 
up with some strong decisions, such as 
the formation of an international army to 
fight terrorism all over the world. Such a
force should be equipped with the most 
modern weapons and supported by the 
latest fighter jets and naval vessels. It
should have a high level of logistic abil-
ity to achieve its goals. 

Globalization and open markets have 
linked the interests of all countries. As 
a result ensuring security has become 
the responsibility of all countries. This 
is reason enough for the creation of an 
international army which should be un-

der the command of the UN Security 
Council. 

The United Nations should immedi-
ately call for an emergency conference 
to form the international army against 
terrorism. Any country which refuses to 
support this army or harbors terrorists 
should be the target of military action 
until their leaders are thrown out. We can 
never allow the world to fall prey to ter-
rorism. The United Nations should call 
for an international conference as soon 
as possible to provide security and stabil-
ity to counties, which are being stalked 
by terrorism. The whole world is tired 
of being blackmailed by terrorism and is 
looking forward to being rescued by the 
international army.

A UN army to end terrorism

By: Walid Al-Saqaf
Gulf News

Y
emen may never have 
made it into the news if 
it were not for the confes-
sion of would-be terror-
ist Umar Farouk Abdul 

Mutallab that he received training in the 
lawless tribal areas of the country. 

Although the poor Arab state made it 
into the headlines of major global me-
dia, the sudden interest in Yemen did 
not address the real problems that led to 
Al Qaida’s presence there. Mostly, they 
talked about the need for bold retaliatory 
action in the form of air strikes and sup-
port for Sana‘a to crush the terrorists.

It is feared that this failed terror plot
will lead to retaliation that could result in 
more civilian casualties in Yemen. Just a 
few weeks ago, many Yemenis were an-
gered and dismayed by the air strikes on 
Abyan in which several civilians, includ-
ing women and children, were killed. 
The attack was allegedly carried out by 
US drones, or at least with some logisti-
cal support from the US, and was aimed 
at key Al Qaida elements in the south of 
Yemen. Though the reasoning is correct, 
the approach, I believe, is wrong.

The US is repeating the same mis-
takes it made in Afghanistan; killing ci-
vilians under the pretext of fighting Al

Qaida. Though some suspected terrorists 
may be killed, many more are inspired 
to seek revenge against the US. With ev-
ery attack it carries out, the US creates a 
more negative impression of itself in the 
minds of Yemenis. 

Retaliatory attacks create the right 
environment for radical elements to be 
lured to join Al Qaida to attack US inter-
ests within and outside the country. If we
could only learn from history, we would 
see why the insurgency in Afghanistan 
has been growing every year since Op-
eration Enduring Freedom started in 
2001.

Contributing factors
If we examine Al Qaida’s presence in
Yemen, we can easily identify some of 
the factors that have helped to boost the 
organisation’s ability to work effectively 
and gain a strong foothold in the coun-
try. 

Among these are a weak central gov-
ernment infested with corruption and 
inefficiency and led by a president who
has remained in power for more than 
three decades, a high level of illiteracy 
in a conservative society where the invi-
tation to join an extremist group is quite 
appealing, crushing poverty that has only 
gone from bad to worse in recent years, 
a collapsing economy that is heavily re-
liant on dwindling natural resources, a 

disappearing sense of security with the 
judiciary unable to protect democracy or 
free speech and failing to hold powerful 
individuals accountable for crimes they 
have committed against civilians, de-
pleting water sources, a war against the 
Al Houthis in the north and a growing 
secessionist movement in the south.

It has been concluded many times in
recent years that if the status quo con-
tinues, Yemen is destined to become 
a failed state just like Somalia, if not 
worse. Even if all Al Qaida’s operatives 
are killed by a series of air strikes and 
other operations against them, in a failed 
state it is only a matter of time before 
they regroup and pose an even greater 
threat.

If we are to end Al Qaida’s presence
in Yemen, we cannot overlook the rea-
sons why they flourished in the country.
Hence, we cannot allow Yemen to crum-
ble and turn into a failed state. 

It dismays me to see that many US
programmes airing information about 
Yemen and its Al Qaida links never 
mention any of the country’s enormous 
economic, environmental, social and po-
litical problems.

It is also disturbing to realise that the
Gulf region has been watching Yemen 
slowly and steadily failing without tak-
ing any tangible actions, as if pretending 
that its problems are its alone. 

In fact, some countries may have
worsened the situation. An example is 
Saudi Arabia, which in many ways has 
acted to weaken Yemen’s central gov-
ernment. Such acts have created greater 
dependencies on Yemen’s oil-rich neigh-

bour and lessened respect for the govern-
ment, which in turn has resulted in more 
lawlessness across the country. These 
are the ingredients for a failed state on 
the Arabian Peninsula; a nightmare that 
will haunt the region for decades.

The Arab League is guilty by asso-
ciation as it has remained a spectator, re-
peatedly emphasising the need to respect 
Yemen’s sovereignty and not meddle in 
its domestic affairs. Well, today, we see 
the results of such deafening silence and 
we will yet see the country become a 
failed state if the inaction continues.

Long-term reform
Though the US and others can continue 
working with the Yemeni government 
to track down Al Qaida elements, they 
ought to work harder to save the coun-
try from collapse by meeting with all 
the stakeholders and brokering deals to 
tackle the inner conflicts, end the war in
the north and address the grievances of 
people in the south. There must also be 
a long-term reform programme to heal 
the country and reverse the course from 
deterioration to progress.

I strongly believe that saving Yemen
from collapse is what is urgently needed 
and ought to be tackled without isolating 
Al Qaida from all the other problems the 
country faces. There is simply no other 
option, because another failed state lo-
cated opposite Somalia would gravely 
endanger the region and the world.

Walid Al Saqaf is the administrator of 
YemenPortal.net and a Phd candidate at 
Örebro University in Sweden.

Al Qaida isnÕt the only problem
Those who truly wish to help Yemen would do well 

to focus on the countryÕs overall issues, rather than 

solely on the terrorist group

Gulf states may need to get involved to prevent fighting 

from spreading

S

K

E

T

C

H

E

D

O

P

I

N

I

O

N

 slavery

 found in

Yemen

Did you really 

think it was a free 

country?



Title:  Project Manager

Location:" Gzgewvkxg"QhÝeg"qh"vjg"[gogpk"Yqogp"Wpkqp/"UcpcÓc."[gogp
Contract:" Uvctv"Cwiwuv"4232"/"34"oqpvj"hwnn/vkog"eqpvtcev."ykvj"qrvkqp"qh"gzvgpukqp0

Core Responsibilities:

Qxgtcnn"rtqlgev"ocpcigogpv."eqqtfkpcvkqp"qh"cevkxkvkgu"cpf"fgnkxgt{"qh"qdlgevkxgu0 ̇
Eqqtfkpcvkqp"qh"vtckpkpi"cevkxkvkgu"kpenwfkpi"cuuguuogpv."fgukip."korngogpvcvkqp"cpf"oqpkvqtkpi0 ̇
Hceknkvcvg"tgiwnct"oggvkpiu"cpf"eqoowpkecvkqp."cpf"tgurqpukdng"hqt"tgrqtvkpi0 ̇
Uoqqvj"eqqtfkpcvkqp"ykvj"rtqlgev"rctvpgtu"cpf"fgxgnqr"uvtqpi"tgncvkqpujkru"ykvj"mg{" ̇
uvcmgjqnfgtu0
Cuuguu"cpf"pgiqvkcvg"ecrcekv{"fgxgnqrogpv"rncpu"ykvj"rctvpgtu0 ̇
Cuukuv"ykvj"tgetwkvogpv"cpf"qtkgpvcvkqp"qh"uvchh."cpf"eqpfwev"rgthqtocpeg"ocpcigogpv"qh"rtqlgev" ̇
vgco0
Gpuwtg"vjcv"Ýpcpekcn"rtqegfwtgu"ctg"ogv"cpf"ockpvckp"dwfigv"kp"nkckuqp"ykvj"Rtqlgev"Ceeqwpvcpv0 ̇

Tgswktgf"SwcnkÝecvkqpu"("Gzrgtkgpeg<"
Fgitgg"kp"rwdnke"jgcnvj."uqekcn"yqtm."fgxgnqrogpv."uqekcn"uekgpeg"qt"tgncvgf"fkuekrnkpg0" ̇
5/7"{gctu"ocpcikpi"rtqlgev"cpf"uvchh"kp"fgxgnqrogpv"qt"jwocpkvctkcp"eqpvgzv."kpenwfkpi= ̇
Ocpcikpi"rctvpgtujkru"cpf"ecrcekv{"dwknfkpi0 ̇
Fgukip"cpf"korngogpvcvkqp"qh"Oqpkvqtkpi"cpf"Gxcnwcvkqp0 ̇
Tgrqtv"ytkvkpi"cpf"eqoowpkecvkqp"vcumu0 ̇
Mpqyngfig"cpf"gzrgtkgpeg"kp"yqogp."ejknftgp"cpf"{qwvj"rtqitcookpi0" ̇
Hnwgpe{"kp"Ctcdke"cpf"iqqf"Gpinkuj"ncpiwcig"umknnu"*ytkvvgp"cpf"urqmgp+0 ̇
Gzegnngpv"ngcfgtujkr."vgco."eqoowpkecvkqp"cpf"pgiqvkcvkqp"umknnu."cpf"cdknkv{"vq"ocpcig"uvtguu." ̇
rtqdngo"uqnxg"cpf"ocmg"fgekukqpu0

Note: 

Yqogp"ctg"rctvkewnctn{"gpeqwtcigf"vq"crrn{0 ̇

Title:" " Ceeqwpvcpv
Location:" Gzgewvkxg"QhÝeg"qh"vjg"[gogpk"Yqogp"Wpkqp/"UcpcÓc."[gogp
Contract:" Uvctv"Cwiwuv"4232"/"34"oqpvj"hwnn/vkog"eqpvtcev."ykvj"qrvkqp"qh"gzvgpukqp0

Core Responsibilities:

Cnn"Ýpcpekcn"vtcpucevkqpu"ctg"rtqrgtn{"tgeqtfgf."vq"c"ngxgn"ucvkuhcevqt{"hqt"cwfkvkpi"rwtrqugu0 ̇
Tgiwnct"Ýpcpekcn"uvcvgogpvu"ctg"rtgrctgf"cpf"uwdokvvgf"vq"vjg"Rtqlgev"Ocpcigt."cu"tgswktgf."hqt" ̇
qpyctf"vtcpuhgt"vq"vjg"Yqtnf"Dcpm0
Rgtkqfke"fgvckngf"Ýpcpekcn"tgrqtvu"ctg"rtgrctgf"hqt"eqpukfgtcvkqp"cu"rctv"qh"vjg"uvcpfctf"tgrqtvkpi" ̇
rtqeguu"vq"vjg"Rtqlgev"Ocpcigt0"
Fkudwtugogpv"qh"rgt"fkgou"cpf"ukoknct"rc{ogpvu"vq"rtqlgev"uvchh"cpf"vtckpkpi"rctvkekrcpvu"ctg" ̇
ecttkgf"qwv"cpf"ceeqwpvgf"hqt"ogvjqfkecnn{"cpf"kp"ceeqtfcpeg"ykvjkp"qticpkucvkqpcn"uvcpfctfu0
Tgiwnct"ecuj"eqwpvu"ctg"ecttkgf"qwv0 ̇
Cnn"rtqlgev"dqqm/mggrkpi"ku"mgrv"wr"vq"fcvg0 ̇
Rtqeguu"cnn"nqecnuÓ"xgpfqtuÓ"rc{ogpvu0" ̇
Ejgem"kpxqkegu."cevkxkv{"cpf"ceeqwpv"eqfkpi"cpf"rtgrctg"xqwejgtu0" ̇
Ockpvckp"Ýnnkpi"u{uvgo"cpf"cuugvu"cpf"kpxgpvqt{"nkuvu0" ̇
Ockpvckp"qhÝeg"gswkrogpv"cpf"gpuwtg"tgiwnct"ugtxkeg"ejgem"cpf"tgrckt0"""" ̇

Tgswktgf"SwcnkÝecvkqpu"("Gzrgtkgpeg<"
Fgitgg"ngxgn"swcnkÝecvkqp"kp"Ceeqwpvkpi"qt"ukoknct0" ̇
4/5"{gctu"qh"uwduvcpvkcn"rtgxkqwu"rtqhguukqpcn"gzrgtkgpeg"kp"c"ukoknct"tqng"ykvj"cp"*K+PIQ0""" ̇
Hnwgpe{"kp"Ctcdke"cpf"iqqf"Gpinkuj"ncpiwcig"umknnu"*ytkvvgp"cpf"urqmgp+0 ̇
Yqtmkpi"hcoknkctkv{"ykvj"eqorwvgtkugf"ceeqwpvu"rcemcigu."Gzegn"cpf"Yqtf0 ̇
Gzegnngpv"ngcfgtujkr."vgco."eqoowpkecvkqp"cpf"pgiqvkcvkqp"umknnu."cpf"cdknkv{"vq"ocpcig"uvtguu." ̇
rtqdngo"uqnxg"cpf"ocmg"fgekukqpu0

Note: 

Yqogp"ctg"rctvkewnctn{"gpeqwtcigf"vq"crrn{0 ̇

Vacancy Announcement
Yemeni Women Union

[gogpk"Yqogp"Wpkqp"ku"nqqmkpi"hqt"c"Rtqlgev"Ocpcigt"cpf"cp"Ceeqwpvcpv"hqt"kvu"Strengthening the Powerless Groups through Family- Community 

Led Programs"rtqlgev0""Vjg"rtqlgev"ckou"vq"kortqxg"vjg"swcnkv{"qh"nkhg"qh"vjg"rqqt"cpf"xwnpgtcdng"itqwru""*gurgekcnn{"yqogp."{qwvj"cpf"ejknftgp+."
kpenwfkpi"vjg"kuuwgu"qh"gpxktqpogpvcn"fgitcfcvkqp"cpf"jgcnvj"tkumu"qh"jcxkpi"scv0"Vjg"rtqlgev"ku"c"itcpv"htqo"vjg"Lcrcpgug"Fgxgnqrogpv"Uqekcn"Hwpf"
vjtqwij"vjg"Yqtnf"Dcpm"vq"dg"korngogpvgf"kp"ugxgp"iqxgtpqtcvgu0"

Application Procedure: " Kpvgtguvgf"crrnkecpvu"ctg"tgswktgf"vq"rtqxkfg"c"ngvvgt"qh"oqvkxcvkqp"cpf"eqr{"qh"vjgkt"EX"*Gpinkuj+"d{"Luly 17, 2010 d{"gockn"vq<"
Nojoodywu@Yahoo.com."qt"d{"Hcz<"6:26;2""ykvj"vjg"uwdlgev"jgcfkpi"ÔStrengthening the Powerless Groups projectÕ"cpf"vjg"rqukvkqp"vkvng0"Qpn{"ujqtv/nkuvgf"
ecpfkfcvgu"yknn"dg"eqpvcevgf0

8 July, 2010 7Around the world in pictures

Two policemen guard skulls at a secret cemetery on northern 
hillside of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 3, 2010. It’s estimated that 
the cemetery was used by criminal gangs for buring the bodies 
of victims

The wreckage of a passenger bus is seen after it crashed into a 
concrete fence killing 15 passengers and wounding 48 in Lutopan 
Toledo City, Philippine, July 4, 2010.

Lebanon's top Shi'ite cleric Sayyed Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah 
speaks during an interview with Reuters in al-Hasanein mosque 
in Beirut January 10, 2007

Citizens ride on a waterlogged road in Xiangfan, central China's 
Hubei Province, July 3, 2010. A heavy rain hit the city Saturday.
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U.S. Vice President Joe Biden (L) meets with Iraqi Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki (R) in Baghdad July 4, 2010.  

Protestors burn tyres in Bihar state of India, on July 5, 2010. Parts 
of India Monday got paralyzed by a daylong nationwide strike 
called out by opposition political parties against the recent hike 
of fuel prices and the spiraling prices of essential commodities.

Palestinians take part in a rally calling for the release of 
Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails near Erez crossing 
between Israel and northern Gaza Strip, July 5, 2010. Oxherds parade during the annual oxherd festival on the outskirt 

of Madrid, Portugal, July 4, 2010. The three-day festival will also 
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U.S. General David 
Petraeus, new military 
commander of U.S. 
and NATO forces in 
Afghanistan, speaks 
during a change of 
commander ceremony 
in Kabul July 4, 2010.
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