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By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

HODEIDAH, July 24 — Three children 

ranging from two to seven years old 

were sitting outside the shabby shack 

they call home, eating what looked like 

bread mixed with dirt. 

Their clothes were torn, their hair was 

messy and their skin was broken out in 

warts and other skin diseases. 

They were oblivious to the terrible smell 

coming from the place where they lived. 

To them hygiene and even health care 

are foreign concepts.

Just as they do every day, they were 

waiting for their mother Jamala and 

their older sister to bring in more food 

to sustain their fragile bodies.

Poverty engulfs one third of Yemenis: A personal story
The International Food Policy Research Institute has just issued a 

report stating that one third of Yemenis go hungry. It attributed this 

to many factors, including rapid population growth and conflict. The 

Yemen Times met a family in Hodeida that literally lives in the 

street. They are an example of the seven million hungry Yemenis. 

Here is its story.

Jamala and her four children have lived for over six months in this raggedly 

constructed shackw that they call home.

 Aziz is only two years old. The only 

life she remembers is in the street, 

since her father was sent to prison 

one year ago. She often cries. She is 

only two, but she knows that this is 

not a life worth living.
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Continued and story about one third 

of Yemenis go hungry on page 2
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SANAA, July 21 (IRIN) - Water scarci-

ty, rapid population growth and internal 

conflicts are some of the main factors 
causing an “alarming state of food in-

security” at national and local levels, a 

new report has warned. 

Rural areas are particularly affected 
with five times as many food-insecure 
people as in urban areas, it said. 

“If no action is taken, food security 
is projected to remain at extremely low 
levels through 2020 and Yemen will 
remain highly vulnerable to external 
shocks and disasters,” the report by the 
International Food Policy Research In-

stitute (IFPRI) said. 

A study by the World Food Pro-

gramme* revealed that at the household 
level, 32.1 percent (7.5 million) of the 
country’s 23 million people do not have 
enough food to satisfy their needs - put-
ting Yemen among the 10 most food-
insecure countries in the world. 

According to the government’s Cen-

tral Statistical Organization, Yemen has 
been experiencing a steady decline in 
grain production since 2007 as a result 

of internal conflicts, dwindling water 
resources and the increased cultivation 

of `qat’, a mildly narcotic, water-thirsty 
plant chewed by many Yemenis. 

Shoura Council member Yahya al-
Habbari said 70 percent of Yemen’s 
arable land is used for growing ‘qat’, 
while the country “annually imports 2.5 
million tons of wheat”. 

He also blamed rural-urban migration 
for worsening food security. “Farmers 
use water scarcity or reduced rainfall as 
an excuse to quit farming and migrate to 

cities in search of other work opportuni-
ties,” he said. “This increases Yemen’s 
dependence on imported grains.” 

Rural-urban divide 

Food insecurity and child malnutrition 
in rural areas are much worse than in 
cities, where less than 29 percent of the 
population live. 

According to the report, 37.3 percent 

of the rural population is food insecure 
compared to 17.7 percent of the urban 
population. In addition, 62.1 percent of 
rural children were stunted compared to 
45.4 percent of urban children. 

The report attributes two main rea-

sons for this significant difference. 
Water scarcity, compounded by limited 
rainfall over the past few years, has 
greatly affected farming and livestock 
rearing, the main livelihoods for most 
rural people. 

Yemen is one of the driest countries 
in the world, with a per capita water 

consumption of about 125 cubic metres 
a year, against a global average of 7,500 
cubic metres, according to the UN De-

velopment Programme’s 2009 Arab 
Human Development Report. 

While incomes have been falling in 
rural areas, the population has been rap-

idly growing. “Total fertility is higher 
in rural areas, where women on average 
have more than two more children than 
their urban counterparts; the average 

rural Yemeni woman will bear almost 
seven children (6.7), whereas the total 

fertility rate in urban areas is 4.5,” the 
report said. 

It attributed higher rural fertility rates 

to limited access to education. Almost 
70 percent of those aged 18 and over 
did not attend school or failed to com-

plete primary school, compared to only 
45 percent in urban areas. 

For Ahmad Mohammed al-Shaghdari, 
a 44-year-old farmer from Ans District 
in Dhamar Governorate, some 100km 
south of the capital, recent rainfall came 
too late to save his potato farm. 

“We have neither food nor money at 
home, which is why I resorted to work 
as a day labourer in Sanaa to provide for 
my six children. My first week in Sanaa 
ended with only 1,500 riyals [US$7] 
spare in my pocket. I still need another 

1,500 to send my children half a sack 
[25kg] of wheat,” he told IRIN. 

He said bread and tea had become 
standard meals for his family and for 
many others in his area. 

According to Ali al-Khawlani, man-

ager of a health centre in Ans District, 
it is this diet that is responsible for the 
high rate of malnourished children in 
villages. “Poor families can give their 
children alternatives to tea at a lower 

cost but higher nutritional value, such 

as fruits and vegetables,” he said. “Wa-

ter is much healthier and cheaper than 
tea, but the lack of awareness remains 
a problem.”

One-third of Yemenis going hungry - report
By: Mohammad Bin Sallam

AMRAN, July 24 – At least 40 people 
were killed last Saturday in clashes be-

tween Houthis and tribes supporting the 

government against Houthis in Amran 
governorate. The clashes occurred after 
Houthis surrounded areas belonging to 

Sheikh Sageer Bin Aziz, a representative 
of the ruling party in parliament.

According to local sources in Amran, 
Houthis were able to break into a house 
owned by Bin Aziz’s relatives and killed 
his nephew and a number of his men who 
were inside.

The clashes became more intense after 
Bin Aziz’s gunmen bombarded Houthis 
from the Al-Za’ala military position. The 
Houthis, however, stopped the attacks af-
ter they sought the help of their support-
ers.

A tribal mediation by the National Co-

operation Council headed by Sheikh Hu-

sain Al-Ahmar  tried to stop the clashes 
between Houthis supporters and Sufian 
tribes and were able to open the Sana’a-

Amran road which has been closed for 
more than a week. According to reliable 
sources, the mediation could only open 
the road but could not stop the exchange 
of fire between Houthis and Sufian tribes 
in Al-Amshia, Harf Sufian in Amran.

During the last few days, Al-Amshia, 
Al-Za’ala and Al-Misshat in Harf Su-

fian witnessed intense clashes between 
Houthis and Zo Sameem tribes in which 
dozens of people were killed, especially 
when Houthis tried to seize Bin Aziz’s 
positions in Al-Za’ala. The positions the 
Houthis took were among the tribe’s land 
properties.

The Houthis accused the state of sup-

porting some tribes in their clashes against 
the Houthis. Local authorities responded 

that the clashes are between the Houthis 

themselves and the tribes. They added that 
the state has nothing to do with the clashes 

between them and that Houthis confronted 
the tribes’ men just to end the arguments 
between them and the tribes that supported 
the state in its war against the Houthis.

According to a reliable source, Qatar 

is to resume talks with the government to 
end the clashes between the government 
and the Houthis. Qatar ended talks after it 
signed a truce in February 2008 with the 
government and Houthis to prevent a pos-
sible war.

According to political analysts, the Qa-

tari talks with the government are to suc-

ceed, especially after the Houthis accepted 
stopping the clashes. The Qatari truce con-

sists of 14 articles, the third of which is to 
stop the clashes.

They added that Qatar is helping Yemen 
by stabilizing Yemeni unity and reducing 
tensions in the north, but that the govern-

ment still has to work more to stop the ten-

sions in the southern governorates.

False assumptions about killing Sheikh 
Zaidan

The Houthis have denied that Shiekh 
Zaidan was killed with his son and four 
bodyguards in an ambush in Need Al-
Bared, Manbah, Sa’ada.

Mohammad Abdul Salam, the spokes-
man of Houthis, told News Yemen that the 
Sheikh and his gunmen had clashed with 
Houthis supporters and three were killed 
and others injured. He said that the three 

were killed in exchanging fire, not due to 
an ambush.

Abdul Salam called on the state to be 
responsible and not to support any of its 
supporters in their confrontations against 
the Houthis. He added that supporting 

tribesmen in such clashes would not help 
but to increase tensions in Sa’ada. He said 

that the people in Sa’ada enjoy peace and 

they have no clashes in the markets and or 
on the roads.

The Saudi newpaper, Al-Watan, called 

on the Yemeni state and the Houthis to 
end the hostilities in Sa’ada and to put the 

country’s interests above everything else. 

It rejected in its editorial those who want 

the war to be renewed and said that it will 

not help the Yemeni people. It also called 
on Yemenis to gather around the dialogue 
table.

However, it rejected the interference of 
any other parties other than the Houthis 

and the government in solving their prob-

lems.

40 killed in Amran

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

HODEIDA, July 22 — About 3000 people 
attended three comedy plays about repro-

ductive health in the Bajil, Al-Hali and 
Bait Al-Faqeeh districts of Hodeida gov-

ernorate last Monday.
The plays were organized by the Yemen 

Association for Health and Social Devel-

opment in collaboration with the Al-Islah 
Association, and aimed to raise awareness 
about reproductive health among people in 
these areas.

“We tried to educate people in these 

faraway districts about population issues 
through plays and in a comedic way,” said 
Faisal Al-Goshaimi, coordinator of the re-

productive health project for the Al-Islah 

Association in Hodeida.

The plays that ran under the slogan 

“This is our Life” were performed by artist 
Salah Addeen Al-Maqrami, and targeted 
children who turned up to watch.

The audience were informed, through 
the plays, about women and children’s 
rights and how to use contraceptives, ac-

cording to Al-Goshaimi.
He said that the plays mobilized people 

and convinced them that this an important 
issue. He indicated that Hodeida needed 

more awareness and education about re-

productive health due to the population 

density and the very bad economic cir-
cumstances.

Al-Goshaimi said that plays changed 
people’s concepts about this issue and 

made them familiar with new contracep-

tives.

The Al-Islah Association held about 120 

awareness sessions about reproductive 

health in five provinces of Hodeida last 
April and May, according to Al-Goshaimi.

“We also went to qat sessions to educate 
people about this issue and their re  Al-

Goshaimi indicated that they focused their 
awareness on people in the outskirts and 
villages of Hodeida because these people 
don’t have any awareness programs or ac-

tivities.

Almost half of the children in these ar-
eas are away from education, according to 
a report conducted by the SEYAJ Organi-
zation for Childhood Protection.

The report also stated that some families 
in these areas send their children to the cit-

ies to beg or work due to poor conditions 
at home.

Plays to raise awareness about reproductive health in Hodeida

SANAA, July 24 (Xinhua) -- Yemen’s 
Supreme Court on Saturday confirmed 
a death penalty against a Yemeni Mus-

lim convicted of murdering a Jewish 
man in 2008, a member of the court’s 
panel of judges said. 

   The Sanaa-based court upheld 

the death sentence which was issued 

in June last year by the appeal court 

of Amran province, north of Sanaa, 
against the 39-year-old Abdul Aziz al-

Obeidi, Judge Murshid Jumaiee told 

Xinhua by phone. 

   “Al-Obeidi will be executed by fir-
ing squad in the central prison of Am-

ran province for deliberately murdering 
the Yemeni Jewish citizen Masha Yaish 
Nahari in 2008 in Raydah town of Am-

ran, “ said the judge. 

   Late last month, some 20 Yemeni 
Jews protested outside the Supreme 
Court in Sanaa, demanding the court 
to uphold a final sentence of death pen-

alty ruled by the appeal court of Amran 

against the convicted al-Obeidi. 

   According to local media, al-Obei-
di had been accused of murdering his 
wife five years ago. He was fined to pay 
a sum at the time and was freed after 
medics found him mentally ill. 

   Jewish citizens in Yemen numbered 
some 400 in 2009, after thousands of 
them migrated to Israel during the past 
years. Among them, about 250 dwell 
in the northern province of Amran, ac-

cording to government statistics.

Yemen supreme court confirms death 
penalty on Jew murderer

SANA’A, July 24 (Xinhua) Officials in 
Yemen said on Saturday that they had 
stepped up security measures across 
the country to prevent future terrorist 
strikes. 

The move came in the wake of a 
series of deadly terrorist attacks car-
ried out by the Yemen-based Al-Qaeda 
wing on security and intelligence head-

quarters in the country’s south, leaving 
dozens of security personnel dead, the 
country’s interior ministry said in a 
statement. 

The ministry issued the statement a 
day after Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Pen-

insula (AQAP) had claimed responsi-
bility for the twin raids on the general 
security and intelligence buildings in 

the restive southern province of Abyan, 
which left at least three soldiers and an 
al-Qaeda assailant dead. 

The ministry added that it had 
dispatched a third batch of 54 well-
equipped security vehicles to numer-
ous police stations throughout several 

provinces in a bid to boost the security 

readiness to repel any potential terrorist 

attacks. 
On Friday last week, the Yemeni-

based al-Qaeda regional wing claimed 
responsibility for two coordinated 
armed attacks that targeted the intelli-
gence headquarters in Yemen’s south-

ern province of Abyan on July 14. 
In a communique issued on jihadist 

forums, AQAP said: “two bands of the 
Jamil al-Ambari Martyr Brigades car-
ried out raids on the political and gen-

eral security buildings in Abyan prov-

ince -- in two blessed operations […] 
The two blessed raids resulted in the 

death and injury of dozens of officers 
and soldiers of the political and general 
security buildings.” 

Al-Qaeda said the two raids were 

done in revenge for the killing of 
Jameel Al-Ambari, the Emir Al-Muja-

hedeen (the militants’ leader) in Abyan, 
and vowed to launch more attacks in 
the near future against the government 
security facilities. 

On July 14, a provincial security of-
ficial told Xinhua by phone that two 
coordinated gun attacks on the intel-
ligence headquarters in Abyan killed 
at least 10 intelligence personnel and 

wounded 13 others. 

The government of Yemen intensified 
security operations and air raids against 

terrorist groups after the Yemen-based 
al-Qaida wing claimed responsibility 
for a failed Christmas Day attempt to 
blow up a U.S. passenger plane bound 
for Detroit last year. 

It worth mentioning that during this 
week a political advisor of Yemeni 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh denied 

on Friday that cleric Anwar Al-Awlaki 
was radicalized in Yemen. 

“I can confirm that Anwar Al-Awlaki 
was not radicalized in Yemen, but dur-
ing his presence in the United States,” 
said the advisor, Abdul-Kareem al-Ery-

ani, in an interview conducted by the 

Public Broadcasting Service.
 Awlaki was born in the United States 

and later moved to Yemen, where he is 
reportedly hiding in the mountainous 
province of Shabwa. He was put on the 
United Nations terrorist list early this 
week, and on the U.S. “capture or kill” 
list three months ago. 

The 38-year-old cleric allegedly had 
ties with several terror attacks, includ-

ing the 9/11 attacks in 2001. It emerged 
last year that he had communicated 
extensively by email with Major Nidal 
Hasan, the army psychiatrist accused of 
killing 13 soldiers at Fort Hood, Texas. 

Al-Qaeda was blamed for a number 
of high-impact attacks in Yemen against 
Western and Yemeni targets during 
2009 and the beginning of 2010. 

However, the advisor said the al-Qae-

da wing in Yemen is not very strong, as 
“its members range only from 500 to 
700.” He added that the terrorist group 

posed more of a threat to Saudi Arabia 
than to Yemen. 

Yemen takes precautions after Al-Qaeda 

claims credit for terrorist strike

Jamala Abdu, 24, lives with her four chil-
dren in filthy conditions, literally on the 
street, in Hodeida governorate.

 Jamala has moved around a lot with 
her children because they have been 
expelled from gardens and many other 
places. They have been living in a mud-
dled shack under the blazing sun near the 
sea for six months, but they have also 
been threatened with expulsion by the 
municipality.

 “I don’t know where to live with my 
four destitute children. We are a lost fam-
ily,” she said desperately.

 Jamala was forced to go to the street 
with her children after her husband was 
sent to prison. Her husband was the only 
source of income for them.

 “I have no parents and my brothers 
have forsaken me,” she said.

 When the Yemen Times visited her 
family where they now live, Jamala was 
absent and her children were waiting for 
her to bring them leftover food from res-
taurants.

 “My mother has gone to bring us 
food,” four-year-old Rawan Al-Shameeri 
told the Yemen Times.

After an hour, the mother returned with 
a tear-stained face and no food.

 Jamala spends her day looking for 
food for her children. “Sometimes I come 
back to my children without even bread,” 
she said.

 During cold, rainy weather, the chil-
dren cover themselves with bags and rags 
due to the lack of carpet and winter 

clothes, according to Jamala.
 Although they live in terrible circum-

stances, this family doesn’t receive any-
thing from Social Security, according to 
Jamala.

 Seham, 10, the eldest daughter of 
Jamala, was studying in school, but after 
her father was sent to prison she had to 
leave school and join her family in the 
street.

 “I hope to return to school, I like to 
study, and my dream is to be soldier, to 
protect my mother,” she said instinctive-
ly.

 In addition to the tragic events in her 
life, Jamala suffers from stomach ail-

ments and her eyes are infected. 
Moreover, her children suffer from many 
illnesses.

 “We tried to protect this family tem-
porarily until they find another place. We 
made a simple abode from straw for 
them, but until now nobody has come to 
help this poor family,” said Salem Yosef, 
37, who lives nearby.

 In Hodeida governorate, many fami-
lies live in similar conditions without 
receiving assistance from the govern-
ment. 

Most of them cannot find suitable 
clothing, food, healthcare, education and 
appropriate housing.

During cold and rainy weather, this poor family has nothing more than 

rags and plastic bags which they collect from garbage dumps to keep them 

warm.
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Poverty engulfs one third of 

Yemenis: A personal story

Rapid population growth, particularly in rural areas, is one of the causes of 

food insecurity.



SANA'A

Yemen receives 150 tons of dates from 

Saudi Arabia

The Ministry of Social Affairs and La-

bor received about 150 tons of dates as a 

gift from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

on Saturday.

During his signing of the handover 

memo, Minister of Social Affairs and 

Labor Amat al-RazaqHumad hailed the 

Saudi role in providing assistance to Ye-

men in various fields.
The dates will be distributed among 

the poor and needy in various provinces 

of Yemen via Al-Saleh Charitable Soci-

ety, she said.

Representative of the Saudi Ministry 

of Finance Abdul-Rahman bin Ibrahim 

al-Salloum said that the gift comes in 

implementation of the directive of the 

Saudi King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz AL 

Saud to presentin-kind assistance to the 

Yemeni government.

 

Meetings, workshop to be convened 

by NDAW in Yemen

The Network of Democrats in the Arab 

World (NDAW) is to convene three 

meetings during July 24-26 in order to 

introduce local and civil society and 

the media to its activities and the role it 

could play in Yemen.

Moreover, the Network seeks to hold 

a workshop entitled "Development of 

civil society to strengthen democracy,"to 

promote civil society organizations 

which emphasize women's rights and 

mass media during July 27-28, 2010, 

in which lectures will be delivered by 

the Head of the Arabian Peninsula Fo-

rum, Dr. NajeebGhallab, and the trainer 

Nashwan al-Sumairi.

The workshop aims to measure the 

challenges, opportunities and strategies 

that affect the conduct of democratic 

action amid a complex period of transi-

tion, focusing on women's civil organi-

zations with media partnership.

It also aims to build a database to help 

the NDAW to provide services, in addi-

tion to establishing a sustainable local 

network for democrats in Yemen.

The NDAW is a non-governmental 

and non-profit civil society organiza-

tion, registered in the United Kingdom. 

It was established in January 2006 as a 

result of the Conference of Morocco, 

which was attended by 63 democratic 

leaders from 14 Arab countries. Mem-

bership in the network is free and open 

for anyone to volunteerto work for dem-

ocratic reform.

Workshop on integration of gender in 

fourth five-year plan
A workshop on integrating gender in 

the fourth five-year plan for 2011-2015 
kicked off on Sunday under the slogan 

“Women are essential to development.”

The workshop is organized by the 

Cabinet’s General Secretariat in coop-

eration with the National Women Com-

mittee under the auspices of the Prime 

Minister with support from the Dutch 

embassy.

The Assistant Secretary-General of 

the Secretariat of the Cabinet for Po-

litical Affairs and External Relations Ja-

mal Ali Ahmed said that the workshop 

would review analytical reports, which 

include 28 ministries, on gaps and rem-

edies proposed for the integration of 

gender in the fourth five-year plan.
The workshop would include a num-

ber of comments and clarifications by 
the concerned ministries on the main 

paper presented by the Women’s Com-

mission on gender gaps in society and 

on the polices agreed upon with the 

ministries about the part women have 

to play in the fourth five-year plan, he 
explained.

In this regard, Ahmed noted the im-

portance of the workshop in strength-

eningthe role of women and their con-

tributions as one of the main pillars in 

achieving comprehensive and sustain-

able development.

He explained that the role of Yemeni 

women in recent years has seen sig-

nificant growth and that there has been 
changes in the quality and nature of 

their participation in economic, social, 

cultural and political activities.

 

HODEIDAH

Training course on ICRC, Red Cres-
cent principles begins 

A training course on the International 

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 

and Red Crescent began in Hodeidah 

province on Saturday.

About 30 Red Crescent volunteers in 

Zahrah district in the province will par-

ticipate in the conferenceand will learn 

about the principles and history of the 

ICRC and Red Crescent.

The five-day course was organized by 
the Yemeni Red Crescent branch in Ho-

deidah in cooperation with the Capacity 

Development Project.

It aims to raise the participants' ca-

pacity to provide services, familiarize 

them with quick response to emergen-

cies, and spread awareness on the role 

of the Red Crescent in first aid.
  

HAJJAH

Training guides who will promote the 
development of rural women in Haj-
jah
A training course for guides who will 

work to help develop opportunities for 

rural women was launched on Saturday 

in Hajjah province.

The four-day course aims to intro-

duce twenty participants to the com-

ponents of economic diversificationto 

combat poverty and improve food secu-

rity, development strategies and policies 

analysis.

The course was organized by the 

Office of Agriculture and Irrigation 
in coordination with the field Unit of 
Groundwater and Soil Conservation 

Project in cooperation with the Rural 

Women Development Department.

 

IBB

Awareness meeting in Ibbon the dan-
gers of early marriage
A meeting to raise awareness of the 

health risks and economic and social 

dangers of early marriage was held on 

Saturday in Ibb Province. 

It was organized under the theme: 

‘Say no to Early Marriage,’ by the 

Shima'a Network in association with the 

Youth Leaders Foundation, the Altan-

weer Society and the European Union.

 

Evaluative workshop for TB held in 
Ibb

A one day workshop for evaluating and 

following up the process of fighting 
tuberculosis (TB) in the governorates 

started on Wednesday and is organized 

by the National Tuberculosis Control 

Program in cooperation with the Global 

Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria. 

The participants number 63. 

The workshop aims to evaluate TB 

cases and train the participants on new 

skills in combating and monitoring the 

disease, Director General of the Pro-

gram, Dr. AmeenNoman, said. 

He added that the Program has carried 

out many training programs, including 

provision of medicine to limit the 

spread of TB.

 

SHABWA

Ministry says car with foreign plate 
used in Shabwa patrol attack
A pickup with a Saudi plate was used in 

Thursday's attack on a security patrol in 

Shabwa Province in which five soldiers 
were killed, the Interior Ministry said 

on Friday.

The white car entered Yemen 17 days 

ago through the Alwadiah crossing, it 

said.

The ministry circulatedinformation 

about the car throughout the country 

and blacklisted its owner, identified 
as Ahmed SalehHudeij Al-Hamami, a 

Saudi. 

The attack, which was initially 

blamed on Al-Qaeda, occurred early 

Thursday morning in Ataq city.

Meanwhile, security commissions 

have been formed to protect security 

services throughout the country in a 

precautionary measure.

The ministry asked the commissions 

to send daily reports on the readiness 

and performance of security systems. 

The measure comes to ensure better 

performance and keep the security on 

heightened alert to face possible emer-

gency situations, control crimes, and 

preserve the public security, it said.

 

 

ADEN

Fires kill 2 people, cause YR 37 mln 
losses in Aden
Aden province has witnessed about 160 

fires during the first half of this year, 
which caused the death of two people 

and the injuries of nine others.

The director of the civil defense de-

partment of Aden, Colonel Mohamed 

Haidar, said to Saba that the majority 

of fires were caused by electrical short 
circuits in the houses because of the 

random practice of construction, unau-

thorized conduction of power, and care-

lessness.

The material losses have amounted 

to about YR 37.8 million, Haida indi-

cated. 

He pointed out that the fires consisted 
of 7 fires in Altwahi district, 34 in Maala 
district, 14 in Serah district, 31 in Khor-

maksar district, 6 in Breqa district, 21 in 

Mansoura district, 34 in Sheikh Othman 

district and 13 in Dar Saad district.

 

TAIZ

Conditional assistance program 
launched in Taiz
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor 

Amat al-RazaqHumad, along with Taiz 

Governor Hamoud al-Sofi, launched the 
conditional cash assistance program, 

funded by the European Commission, 

on Wednesday.

The program aims to address poverty 

in communities covered by the Social 

Welfare Fund. In the short term, they 

hope to help by distributing income to 

poor families, and in the long term, by 

building the human capital of poor chil-

dren through education.

In his speech on this occasion, Hu-

mad praised EU support to Yemen in 

various areas, especially in alleviation 

of poverty, noting the level of coordina-

tion and effective partnership between 

the Ministry of Social Affairs and the 

Ministry of Education in the implemen-

tation of this program.

In the same context, a number of 

papers were presented by Yemeni and 

European officials during a workshop 
about the program, which dealt with 

girls' education in Yemen, Taiz in par-

ticular, and the results of the project and 

conditional cash assistance.

For her part, the project's director 

Rahmah al-Sofi reviewed the operations 
manual relating to the project and the 

way in which it should be implement-

ed.

SA’ADA

Algeria hands over USD onemlnto 
Yemen for IDP relief efforts
Algeria handed over USD one million 

to Yemen on Saturday as support for the 

relief efforts for Sa’ada Internally Dis-

placed Persons (IDPs).

The amount was presented by Algeri-

an ambassador to Yemen, Abdul Wahab 

Bu Zaher, to Minister of State for Par-

liamentary and Shura Council Affairs 

and Head of the Executive Unit for IDP 

Camp Management, Ahmed al-Kuhlani, 

in the presence of Foreign Minister Abu 

Bakr al-Qirbi.

Algeria has allocated the amount 

in response to the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR)’s call to the international 

community to enhance its relief activi-

ties for the IDPs in Yemen, the Algerian 

ambassador said.

Al-Kuhlani and Al-Qirbi voiced their 

appreciation of the Algerian govern-

ment’s immediate response to the call 

for relief aid toSa’ada’sIDPs.

The step reflects the supportive at-
titude of Algeria toward Yemen’s unity 

and stability as well as its condemnation 

of rebellion, they said.
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Vacancy
Administrative Assistant

Education Development Project administration Unit
(IDA Credits & Multi-Donors Trust Funds)

The Ministry of Education (MOE)-Project Administration Unit (PAU)- seeks applicants for 

the position of a Administration Assistant who will be responsible for the entire daily routine 

of the administration tasks of the Cash Conditional Transfer (CCT) Project.  

The Administrative Assistant would:

Provide day to day office management and administrative assistance to leading CCT-• 
scheme staff.

Provide secretarial and operational assistance to professional staff involved in various • 
activities. 

Ensure quality of outgoing correspondence and other related documents. • 
Manage the filing system and management record.• 
Draft and translation of reports.• 
Record keeping of leave, vacation and attendance system for program staff.• 
Assist in handling the logistics of conferences and workshops of the CCT Scheme.• 
Archiving.• 
Drafting relevant documents for approval/ signature of CCT MTC& CCT OM.• 

Qualifications:
A Graduate degree.• 
At least 5 years experience in office logistic management. • 
Experience in office management.• 
Demonstrate familiarity with computer knowledge and skills with MS-Office applica-• 
tions.

Proficiency in speaking and writing Arabic and English.• 
Excellent interpersonal and communication skills. • 
Good record keeping of all relevant documents, including electronically transmitted • 
documents.

Familiarity with e-mail correspondence.•  

All applications along with a detailed resume and supporting documents should be submitted 

by

 Wednesday August 25, 2010 at the following address:  

Education Development Project Administration Unit 
60M Southern Road, Bait Meyad

Tel: 01-619163/4 /  Fax 01-619219

The 18th Indonesia International Mo-

tor Show (IIMS 2010) was officially 
opened by Vice President of the Re-

public of Indonesia, Prof. DR. Budi-

ono, accompanied by several min-

isters as well as ambassadors from 

several countries were present. The 

opening ceremony was held at the 

Jakarta International Expo at Kemay-

oran, Jakarta.  

The presence of Vice President of 

the Republic of Indonesia, Prof. DR. 

Budiono, and ministers as well as state 

officers at the opening of the IIMS 
2010 marks the government's great 

attention to the development of the 

national automotive industry as one 

of the pillars supporting the country's 

economy. Based on data from Indo-

nesian Automotive Industry Associa-

tion (or GAIKINDO), the automotive 

industry was ranked fourth as the tax 

contributor. 

IIMS 2010 Exhibition would be 

held for 10 days starting from 23rd 

July until 01st August 2010, with a 

theme of "Eco-Technology Motoring". 

This theme shows the determination 

of the automotive industry players in 

Indonesia to produce cars concept that 

are most environmentally friendly of 

all aspects from raw materials, tech-

nology, machinery and equipment, 

and exhaust emission levels as low as 

possible. 

Mr. Sudirman, Chairman of GAI-

KINDO, revealed at the opening 

ceremony that through the theme of 

"Eco-Technology Motoring", all par-

ties involved in the automotive indus-

try ranging from car makers and car 

product manufacturers can support 

the automotive industry movement 

oriented in environment aspect that 

has been started since some recent 

years. With a theme of "Eco-Technol-

ogy Motoring", IIMS 2010 focuses 

on the education, especially to the 

visitors of the exhibition and consum-

ers throughout Indonesia. Therefore, 

through this exhibition, GAIKINDO 

invites all players and automotive 

industries in Indonesia to continue 

consistently minimizing the negative 

impacts of global warming, through 

the application of environmentally 

friendly automotive technology and 

fuel efficiency. 
Mr. Johnny Darmawan, Chief Or-

ganizer IIMS 2010, explained that the 

exhibition is attended by 203 com-

panies, where there are 18 brands of 

cars and four brands of trucks such 

as: Audi, BMW, Chevrolet, Daihatsu, 

Ford, Photon, Fuso, Hino, Honda, 

Hyundai, Isuzu, Kia, Mazda, Mer-

cedes Benz, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Nis-

san Diesel, Proton, Subaru, Suzuki, 

Toyota and VW. 

To pamper the visitors and the lov-

ers of automotive, the organizing 

committee has prepared a variety of 

programs including Night Drag Race, 

Achilles Drift Show & Battle, Subaru 

Achilles Russ Swift Stuntman Show, 

Subaru Palm Challenge 2010, BMX 

Jam, Miss Motor Show, Student's Day, 

Competition Draw and Coloring, Tour 

for the Disabled, Writing Contest for 

Journalists, and a variety of courses 

from IB (Islamic Banking) as the main 

sponsor of IIMS 2010. 

Visitors who come to the exhibition 

and buy entry tickets, has the oppor-

tunity to get the grand prizes a car of 

Ford Fiesta and a car of Toyota New 

Kijang Innova, which would  be drawn 

at the end of the closing ceremony of 

the exhibition. 

Name of Event: The 18th Indo-• 
nesia International Motor Show

Theme: ECO-TECHNOLOGY • 
MOTORING

Venue: • 
Jakarta International Expo (JIEx-

po)

Kemayoran, Jakarta 10620, In-

donesia

Tel (62-21) 2664 5265; Fax (62-

21) 2664 5555

Website: www.jie.com

Opening Hours• 
Opening Ceremony, 23rd July 

2010 - 09.00am -10.00am

VIP & Press Day, 23rd July 2010 

- 10.00am - 02.00pm

General Public Days, 24th July 

24 until 01st August 2010

Weekdays (Monday to Thursday) • 
- 12.00am - 09.00pm

Weekend (Friday to Sunday) - • 
10.00am - 10.00pm

Host: GAIKINDO (Association • 
of Indonesian Automotive Indus-

tries)

Address: Jln. HOS Tjokroami-

noto No. 6, Jakarta 10350, Indo-

nesia

Tel (62-21) 3157178; Fax (62-

21) 314 2100; E-mail: gaikin-

do@cbn.net.id

Website: http://www.gaikindo.

org/

Organizer: PT. Dyandra Promo-• 
sindo

Address: The City Tower 7th 

Floor

Jln. MH.Thamrin No.81, Jakarta 

Pusat 10310, Indonesia

Tel (62-21) 3199 6077; Fax (62-

21) 3199 6277; E-mail: automo-

tive@dyandra.com

Website: www.dyandra.com

Website: www.indonesianmotor-• 
show.com

Ticket Information• 
The exhibition is open for public 

with the following admission fee 

per person per visit:

Monday to Thursday: RP. 

20.000,00 (twenty thousand ru-

piah)

Friday to Sunday: RP. 30.000,00 

(thirty thousand rupiah)

Indonesian International Motor Show 2010

A meeting was held on Thursday in 

Yemen’s business capital of Aden 

that gathered officials from the Plan-

ning and International Cooperation 

Office and the UK Oxfam GB.
It discussed possible support the 

charity can provide for activities 

and projects in the city. 

Director of the office,Samir Ab-

dul Razaq, stressed the importance 

of the role of donor organizations, 

such as Oxfam, in financing neces-

sary projects in areas on the out-

skirts of the city in association with 

local authorities such as the office 
and civil society. 

For his part, the director of Ox-

fam in Yemen praised the partner-

ship between the Yemeni govern-

ment and civil society organizations 

as well as the participation of civil 

society in preparing and following 

up the implementation of develop-

ment plans. 

Furthermore, he expressed admi-

ration for the experience of the lo-

cal authority and the Planning and 

International Cooperation Office in 
Aden in engaging civil society or-

ganizations in executing the fourth 

five-year development plan. 
He voiced the readiness of Oxfam 

to support gender and other neces-

sary projects that cover areas such 

as healthcare, education and sanita-

tion in poor areas. 

After the meeting, the Oxfam 

delegation visited educational, 

health and sanitary projects in the 

two densely populated areas of Al-

Emad and Code al Othmani in Dar 

Saad district.

Yemen, Oxfam discuss 
possible support for 
Aden
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He married her just 
to take care of his 
sick mother

A
mer Said is 40, married, 

and a government 

employee.  In the 

recent past, Amer was 

spending a care-free 

bachelor’s life among his friends, 

chewing qat and traveling. He also 

organized his time between his duties 

at work and his responsibility in caring 

for his ill mother.

He was not thinking of marriage and 

being responsible for a wife because he 

considered marriage a tie and restriction 

on his freedom. He had eight brothers, 

all of whom were married and had 

children. He saw the problems of his 

brothers and the heavy responsibility 

they were carrying on their shoulders 

and insisted on his decision not to 

marry.

When he started thinking of marriage 

just in order to have someone to take 

care of his ill mother, he was very 

worried that he might marry a woman 

who would not know her duties towards 

him and his sick mother.

He hesitated many times and was 

always dreaming of the wife he had in 

mind: she should be beautiful, thin, and 

tall. Years passed and Amer continued 

to hesitate while his mother became 

sicker and sicker. His brothers’ wives, 

his sisters and neices were thinking 

only of Amer’s marriage so that his 

wife could help them to take care of his 

sick mother.

They were always offering him the 

most beautiful girls from good families 

but he kept refusing for the same 

reasons. Some time later, a relative 

told him to go to engage a girl without 

thinking about it or consenting, and 

the engagement happened within one 

week, followed by the wedding during 

the second.

Amer was not thinking that the 

marriage would happen quickly like 

this and in this hurried way. Just two 

days after the marriage, Amer started 

criticizing his relative for choosing that 

bride. He did not find her either elegant 

or clean and was surprised that she was 

very short.

He talked loudly and negatively 

about her in front of the neighbors: “I 

wanted a beautiful, tall girl. I never 

feel content with the woman you gave 

me.”

His eldest sister came and asked 

him to be quiet, telling him: “What 

you are saying is shameful Amer. She 

is your wife, your only wife, and the 

most important thing is that she will 

take care of our mother.”She tried to 

convince him to be happy with her: 

“Try to be content with her, the people 

around here are laughing at us.”

Now, Amer is helpless. He loves his 

wife only because she takes care of his 

mother. He does not love her and does 

not feel the connection or romance that 

occurs among loving couples.

He has not been 
satisfied with his 
wife since the very 
beginning of their 
marriage

N
aser Ali, 36, is married 

to two wives. He has 

four daughters and 

a son, and he is a 

government employee. 

Since his youth, even as early as his 

studies in college, he has dreamt of 

getting married to the girl he chose.

He was always choosing girls to 

marry, but his family always refused 

his choices and insisted on finding the 

bride that they wanted for their son.

Some time later, Naser’s mother set 

out to engage a girl named Nada to 

her son.  She was one of his relatives. 

The engagement, which lasted for 

two years, had been without Naser’s 

consent. Afterwards, Naser and Nada 

were married. 

A short time after the marriage, 

problems began between husband and 

wife. Naser was treating his wife as if 

he were not satisfied with her. Most 

of the time he treated her as if he was 

married to a stranger rather than part of 

a loving couple in which each person 

understands the other’s thoughts and 

feelings.

He often treated her violently and 

tried to create problems between them 

so that Nada would go to her family’s 

house and ask for a divorce. But Nada 

was patient and ignored the problem 

for the sake of her children.

This situation lasted for years, until 

Naser got to know another woman. He 

admired her more than Nada and their 

relationship lasted for four years. He 

was always announcing his decision 

to marry another woman to his family 

and wife.

His relatives thought that he was not 

serious and that it was only talk because 

he had been announcing it for four 

years without taking any action, during 

his relationship with the new woman. 

Then, when Naser finally decided to 

marry the woman, named Ghada, he 

was honest with his wife and told her. 

His wife considered Naser’s words 

to be nonsense. But when he decided 

to engage Ghada and took his brothers 

with him to Ghada’s house, her family 

realized that he was serious and tried to 

stop him from marrying again.

But he insisted and announced his 

decision to everyone without fear 

because he was happy with his choice 

to marry Ghada. He accepted her 

marriage conditions, both positive and 

negative.

When he was marrying Ghada, Naser 

felt very happy, as if he was marrying 

for the first time, despite the fact that he 

already had four children from his first 

wife Nada. 

“Ghada was the woman that I fell in 

love with and that my heart chose. I want 

to complete my life with her because I 

chose her myself, and we understand 

each other. But I will not leave my wife 

Nada and her children,”said Naser.

A short time later, the marriage was 

completed. Naser was able to equip 

two houses, one for Nada and another 

for Ghada. He was able to meet their 

needs, and successfully organized his 

time between his work, his children, 

and Nada and Ghada.

He avoids her 
because he never 
loved her

F
aisal Mohammad, 25, 

works as singer in weddings 

and other concerts. As he is 

still in the beginning of his 

married life, he does not 

have children. He learned singing with 

his cousins during his studies. When he 

grew up, he became a famous singer 

and people used to invite him to sing at 

their wedding parties. 

He began thinking of marriage when 

he became acquainted with a girl with 

whom he fell deeply in love, but his 

mother and sisters decided to choose a 

bride for him instead. After searching 

for the bride, his eldest sister, Fatima, 

informed him that she had found a 

beautiful, polite girl from a good family 

for him. 

Fatima worked hard to convince her 

brother that she was the right choice, 

and Faisal agreed, provided that she 

was beautiful and polite, and he held 

his sister responsible for the choice. 

After the engagement, Faisal’s mother 

and sisters went to the bride’s house for 

the engagement party.

When his mother saw the bride, 

Halah, she asked her daughter 

doubtfully, “Is this the bride?”“Yes, it is 

her,”answered Fatima. The mother was 

surprised and told her daughter, “What 

is this? Your brother will be angry and 

will blame us for cheating him when he 

sees that she is very young as he does 

not want that.”

The mother blamed her daughter and 

said that she would be responsible for 

her choice and that she would have to 

suffer the consequences of the reaction 

of her brother. “He will be content, God 

willing,”responded Fatima. 

When Fatima and her mother 

returned home to the house along with 

the rest of the family, they talked about 

the bride. Faisal heard them talking and 

suddenly interrupted them. “What is 

this? I trusted in you to choose a bride 

for me. I am going to the wedding 

to sing and to choose any girl as a 

bride,”said Faisal angrily. 

Then Faisal decided to see the bride 

before doing anything, and he called 

her family and asked them if he could 

see his bride, and they agreed. On Eid 

day, he went with his sister Fatima’s 

daughters to see her. When he saw 

her, he was shocked and felt very sad 

and returned home, silently refusing to 

answer his mother and sisters’ questions 

on his opinion of the bride. 

He entered his room and closed the 

door on himself, refusing to say a word 

to his mother and sisters. He was very 

sad. On the second day he blamed 

his mother for not allowing him to 

marry the girl that he had chosen and 

loved. Then he decided to revoke the 

engagement, and in return he would 

leave the gifts and the gold that he had 

given to the bride with her. 

He called the bride’s family and told 

them that he no longer wanted to be 

married to her, but the bride’s father 

strongly refused and threatened that he 

would make him pay a large fine. 

He told Faisal, “My daughter is your 

fate for all your life.”

Faisal was surprised at the reaction 

of her family and insisted that he did 

not want to marry her because he 

would never feel content with her.  He 

tried to travel and created pretexts that 

he had too much work for marriage. 

But his family refused to let him avoid 

the marriage and swore that she would 

call down evil on him if he did so.

As Faisal became helpless and unable 

to do anything, the marriage took place. 

Faisal suffered from this marriage that 

was imposed on him by force. Later on, 

Faisal tried to forget the past and tried 

to love his wife and take care of her, but 

he could never do so.

He does not want to have children 

with her and always spends his time in 

concerts and singing. Then he sleeps, 

avoiding his wife. His wife Hala 

has also herself become a victim of 

arranged marriage. 

She always suffers and complains. 

She continually tries to attract his 

attention and does everything to make 

him love her. But unfortunately, all 

these efforts are useless.

Two years have passed and Faisal 

remains as he is. When his mother asks 

him about his neglect of his wife he 

answers: “Marry her yourself, I do not 

love her. I do not want her and I do not 

even want to see her. I do not have any 

feelings toward her and, God willing, I 

will marry the girl I chose and loved.”

His mother always feels great regret 

for the situation that she helped to create 

for her son and his innocent wife.

Stories from Real Life

Arranged marriage

Interviewed by: Khaled Al-Hilaly

S
on of a Tagrate father and 

an Oromo mother, Girum 

T.Haimanot , 38, was a 

reporter and an editor-in-

chief of an independent 

newspaper in Ethiopia before having 

to flee his country. His wife died in 
Ethiopia whilst he has been in exile 

in Yemen. Of 96 journalists who fled 
Ethiopia since 2005, he is the last one 

waiting to be resettled.

Tell me about your life back in 

Ethiopia?

I spent 12 years in journalism working 
as a reporter and then editor-in-chief 

for an independent newspaper in 

Ethiopia. I have worked as a reporter 
for Asqual newspaper and as an editor-  

in-chief for Satenaw newspaper, both 

were independent and both are closed 

now.

When did you start to be 

threatened?

In 2000, I published a story about 
the ruling party at that time, saying 
that it was splintering. That was the 

first time I ended up in front of the 
court. I was detained for 3 days and 
had to pay a fine of about 20,000 birr 
[1,500 USD]. I continued reporting 

and the second problem occurred in 

2001 when I published a story about a 
university demonstration. 

When did you leave Ethiopia and 

why? 

There was an attempt to kidnap me 
from the street only two days before 
my court appearance. People who were 
around prevented it from happening. 

Then I was told by one of the security 

personnel there that if I tried to attend 

the court hearing I would be detained 

again. The harassment continued 

from 2000 until 2005 when I decided 

to leave Ethiopia for Yemen.

Tell me about the journey from 

Somali to Yemen?

We were on board three boats that 

sailed from Somali. One of these boats 

sank on the way. One of the boats was 
towing another that had stopped in 

the middle of the sea with about 80 

passengers on board. When it started 

to sink the crew cut the rope and left 
it behind. Even the passengers on the 

remaining two boats would not have 

made it to shore without the help of 

the Yemeni coast guard. The boats 

were about one hour from shore when 

the Yemeni coast guard arrived. Some 

passengers wanted to jump overboard 

to swim to the shore, but they stopped 
at gun point. Then we were taken to 
shore.

Why did you choose to study 

journalism?

Since I was a child I wanted to be a 

journalist. I liked writing and reading. 
Now, I am writing a book about a 
refugee’s journey crossing the Gulf 
of Aden.

What do think about the 

international media coverage of 

Ethiopia?

The international media tries to 

report the reality in Ethiopia, but the 
reporters for foreign media working 
there don’t have the freedom to report 

about everything. It they report a not-
so-pleasant story, they can be deported 
from the country. At the moment, 
for example, the Voice of America 

broadcasts in Amharic have been 

suspended by the government. The 
German Deutsche Welle [international 

broadcaster] has experienced some 

interference too. The government 

has paid about four million Ethiopian 

birr (about 300,000 USD) to stop 

the independent Ethiopian channel 

ESAT.

How long do you think you will 

need to live outside your country to 

protect yourself? 

Only God knows. I hope the UNHCR 
will stop dealing with me like the 
Ethiopian government and forget 

about the past. The government 

accused all 96 journalists who left 

Ethiopia after 2005 of betraying their 
country. Most have been resettled. 
There are three still in Yemen, the 

other two will soon leave Yemen to be 

resettled in a third country and only I 
will remain.

What is the hardest part of being 

in exile?

The hardest part was staying in 
detention for seven and a half 

months, I don’t count that as part of 

my life. I was detained in Ataq [in 
Shabwa] immediately after I arrived 
in Yemen and then sent to passport 

authority detention in Sana’a. At 
that time the Ethiopian embassy sent 
for me asking for my identification 
documents as a condition for helping 

me be released. When I refused, they 
asked the prosecutor to send me to 
Ethiopia. But he left the decision up 

to the UNHCR to decide whether I 
stayed in Yemen or was returned to 
Ethiopia. I sent more than 50 letters to 

the UNHCR from detention and after 
seven months I was given refugee 

status and released. Once I criticized 

the UNHCR for listing some people 
as Oromo instead of listing them as 

Ethiopian and I think they are still 
angry at me.

In what way do you continue 

working from your exile here in 

Yemen?

I work as shopkeeper. My UN refugee 
card was seized from me along with 

my wallet by a gunman in Shumaila, 
in Sana’a, and I faced a hard time from 

the UNHCR to replace it. I was asked 
to go to the Kharaz camp, and there 

I found out that only Somalis and 
Oromo can live there. I am from the 

Tegray tribe in Ethiopia. People from 
other ethnicities find it impossible 
to live there. Here in Sana’a I have 

a few friends. I think the UNHCR 

in Sana’a is like the government 
in Ethiopia, because they always 
blame me because I returned from 

the Kharaz camp. I don’t know about 
my resettlement status. I sent emails 
and letters and there is no reply, and I 
cannot enter the building.

After publishing two issues of a 

newspaper in Amharic and talking 
about the situation of the  Ethiopian 

community in Yemen, I received a 
threat to stop.

My new wife is supporting me in 
writing my book, and I am lucky she 
understands my work. She is writing 
a novel too.

Interview with Girum T. Haimanot, exiled Ethiopian journalist

Interview by Girum using his pen name Yeamilak Sira with Oromo People 

Mechona Tulema association leader Direba Demisa in 2003

Ethiopian journalist Girum T. 

Haimanot, fled his country in 2005 
to Yemen



Advertisement6 26 July, 2010



26 July, 2010Feature 7

Director of Community Mobilization and 
Livelihoods

Director of Community Mobilization and Livelihoods will oversee the 

Community Mobilization Unit responsible for working with community 

groups and local government leaders to design and implement 

community and livelihoods development projects throughout Yemen. S/

he will ensure that targets are met and will report on results and impact 

of these projects. The position requires a university degree (an advanced 

university degree is preferred) and 10 years of program design and 

management experience. 

Community Mobilization and Training 
Coordinator

Community Mobilization and Training Coordinator will manage and 

train a cadre of Community Mobilizers responsible for working with 

community groups, local councils and youth. S/he will also be 

responsible for preparing reports and collecting and presenting data 

from the Community Mobilizers based in various governorates. The 

position requires a university degree, 5 years of experience in working 

with civil society and/or local government in Yemen, including two or 

more years of training and capacity building experience. 

Education Specialist

The Education Specialist will be responsible for development of 

education program component and will oversee Education Officers 

based in various governorates. S/he will also ensure achievement of 

targets and quality control. This position requires a university degree in 

education and 10 years of experience in education and development 

sector.  

Finance Officer

The Finance Officer will oversee all financial and administrative 

activities for this project. The Officer will develop and implement 

financial procedures, manage procurement and execute subcontracts 

and consulting agreements. Candidates should have degree in 

accounting with 5 years experience.

Gender Specialist

The Gender Specialist will ensure that every program activity 

appropriately and adequately addresses the needs of both men and 

women and promotes their equitable participation. Candidates should 

have a university degree and 5 years experience in civil society or 

government focusing on specific issues facing women in Yemen. 

Grants Manager

Grants Manager will support the Sr. Grants Manager in the design, 

development, and implementation of community identified grants.   

Manager will provide policy guidance and interpretation for program 

staff as well as sub-grantees. Manager will also analyze and evaluate 

grant applications, proposals and awards to ensure adherence to grants 

policies. Candidates should have B.A. degree with 3-5 years experience. 

Health Specialist

The Health Specialist will be responsible for development of community 

health program component and will oversee Health Officers based in 

various governorates. S/he will also ensure achievement of targets in 

health program component and overall program goals. This position 

requires a university degree in medicine or public health and 10 years of 

experience in education and development sector.

Human Resources Manager

The Human Resources (HR) Manager will be responsible for all field-

based HR issues, including personnel processes and documentation, 

benefits and hiring. The HR Manager will also work with other managers 

on recruitment manage. Candidates should have an advanced degree in 

HR with 3-5 years management experience, and at least 2 years 

experience in HR.

IT Specialist

The IT/Database Specialist provides first level troubleshooting and 

technical support to users regarding computer hardware, software, 

network maintenance, internet connectivity, and administration. He will 

be in charge of developing and implementing database software and/or 

protocols for the collection and reporting of data. Candidates should 

have B.A. degree with 3-5 years experience. 

Media Specialist

The Media Specialist will work with Community Mobilizers to determine 

community’s media needs, identify appropriate media outlets for 

communities and, where needed, bring media to the community. S/he 

will also work closely with Communications and Outreach Specialist to 

design and implement program’s outreach strategy. Candidates should 

have a university degree with 5 years experience in media development 

and communications. 

Monitoring and Evaluation Manager

Monitoring and Evaluation Manager will ensure program data is 

properly collected and informs on performance monitoring indicators. 

S/he will analyze the data and present information based on this 

analysis in quarterly and annual reports. This position requires a 

university degree (advanced university degree is preferred) and 

minimum 5 years of experience in development program performance 

monitoring and evaluation.

Senior Tender and Procurement Specialist

The Senior Tender and Procurement Specialist will oversee acquisition 

of goods and services for grant implementation.  The Procurement 

Specialist will manage and lead the identification and procurement for 

each specific grant and facilitate purchase for project competition.  The 

Procurement Specialist will also ensure proper documentation is 

collected and vetted.  Candidates should have an advanced degree with 

5-7 years experience.

Senior Engineer

The Senior Engineer will assess community infrastructure needs and 

provide technical assistance to the program team in design and 

implementation of all small infrastructure and community infrastructure 

development projects. This position requires a university degree in 

engineering or architecture and 8-10 years of experience. 

Creative Associates/Yemen is recruiting for the following positions for the Community Livelihoods Project (CLP) based in Sana’a, Yemen.  
Please note that housing will not be provided.  If interested please send cover letter, resume and salary history to: recruitment@crea-clp.com.

VACANT POSITIONS

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

E
ight famous artists from 
France, Spain and the 
UK departed Yemen on 
Thursday after creating 67 
paintings of Yemen. The 

paintings depict Yemeni architecture, 
historical places and tourist sites from 
different parts of Yemen.

The eight artists are Philippe 
Bichon, Stephanie Ledoux, Charlotte 
Jaunez, Aurelie Pedrajas, Philip Bra-
ham, Charles Foster-Hall, Eduardo 
Laborde and David Gonzales. They 
toured many sites in Yemen and paint-
ed the places that attracted their atten-
tion. The paintings were exhibited in 
Bab Al-Yemen gallery.

The paintings include views of the 
old city of Sana'a, the historical city 
of Tarim, the beautiful Al-Hajarah vil-
lage in Haraz, Bura' mountain, tradi-
tional markets or 'souks' and Yemeni 
people - men, women and children in 
their traditional clothing.

They took the paintings back with 
them to their home countries to be ex-
hibited in famous galleries and be part 
of exhibitions to be held in Europe. 
This way many people will be able to 
see these paintings and enjoy the beau-
ty and uniqueness of Yemen.

The artists were amazed by what 
they saw in Yemen. "Old Sana'a City 
is the most amazing city in the world," 
remarked Philippe Bichan, an artist 
from France.

"I already had an idea about Yemen. 

I was dreaming to come to Yemen and 
see it and paint. The most attractive 
thing for me was the old buildings, the 
architecture, the souks and the dress of 
the people."

Some of the artists found that the 
three weeks they spent in Yemen was 
not nearly enough to enjoy its beauty 
and visit all its attractions. They have 
decided to visit Yemen again.

"I simply adored your country. An 
extraordinary experience, I had. It will 
remain engraved in the depths of my 
heart for all my life," said Charlotte 
Jaunez, a female artist from France. 
"It's very strange to be back in France, 
I'm already missing your fantastic 
country. I definitely need to come 
again and stay longer."

She said she admired many things in 
Yemen: "The astonishing beauty of this 
country, the generosity and hospitality, 
the kindness, the benevolence and the 
dignity of the Yemeni people."

She also revealed that Yemen is re-
ally different from the picture depicted 
in the media. She hoped that the paint-
ings they have made of Yemen will 
contribute to showing a good image of 
the country.

"I really hope that this artistic proj-
ect is going to contribute to change the 

unfair image given by the media about 
Yemen, that the people do not deserve 
at all. This country has an enormous 
potential, mixing modernity and tradi-
tion, through tourism, education, cul-
ture and art. I hope that in the future all 
those activities are going to develop 
and make a lot of foreigners return."

Deputy Director of International 
Relations at the Ministry of Tourism, 
Abdo Lotf, said that the visit of these 
eight European artists come as part of 
the fifth Sana'a Summer Festival 2010. 
It aims to promote tourism in Yemen 
to the markets in Europe and the wider 
world.

During their three weeks in Yemen, 
the artists have been acquainted with 
tourist sites and places of historical 
interest in different governorates, says 
Lotf. They then painted several pieces 
on the places they visited, which were 
later shown at Bab Al-Yemen gallery 
between July 15-22, 2010.

Every artist exhibited their paint-
ings and gave visitors a background 
to each painting. After the exhibition 
in Yemen, the paintings were trans-
ported back to Europe to be exhibited 
in several galleries in the artist's home 
countries.

"These artists are famous in Europe 

and their paintings will affect so many 
people who will be encouraged to visit 
Yemen," said Abdo Lotf.

Sadek Alsaar, the Cultural and Tour-
ist Consultant for Yemen's Embassy in 
Paris organized the visit of the Euro-
pean artists. He said they were keen 
to choose the most famous artists in 

Europe to come to Yemen and paint 
historical and tourist sites to present 
Yemen to their countries.

“The aim is that Yemen will be pro-
moted in their countries via the paint-
ings that will exhibited in Paris, Lon-
don, Madrid and other great cities,” 
said Alsaar.

European artists present Yemen to the world

The Deputy Director of International 

Relations in the Ministry of Tourism, 

Abdo Lotf, speaks to the Yemen 

Times about the gallery.

From top to bottom, Aurelie Pedrajas, Stephanie Ledoux, Philippe Bichon, 

Charlotte Jaunez and David Gonzalez.

Stephanie with her painting for a girl from Haraz. A painting for Al-Hajara Village in Haraz by Philippe Bichon
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Alice Hackman

If more meaningful change is to be 

made in respect for human rights, the 

daily violations against the rights of 

ordinary citizens have to be addressed. 

This means introducing new values 

through education and re-education. 

One clear target is to train law-

enforcement agencies and officers on 

the rights of citizens and how to 

respect them. Another has to do with 

re-training of prison wardens and 

personnel.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Words of Wisdom
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OPINION

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
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T
here has been much talk on the ongoing 
Qatari-Saudi-Yemeni agreement to create 
some stability in north Yemen. As far as 
I can tell, there are two points of view on 
the topic. One view is that the Qataris have 

realized that Yemen really is in a difficult situation and
that something has to be done soon, otherwise it will 
affect the region. Why the Saudis are involved despite 
the long lasting “disagreement” between Qatar and 
Saudi, according to this view, is because of common 
interests.

The other point of view is that Yemen realizes that 
it can no longer deal with its financial problems and
that it is time it went on a round of “asking for support” 
from anyone who will listen. And since there is somet-
hing those “supportive” countries want from Yemen, 
the Houthi file was reopened in exchange for help.

In both cases, the main reasoning is based on how 
desperate Yemen’s situation has become and that the 
region is pitching in one way or the other. We have not 
heard from the International Friends of Yemen yet, so 
the “Brothers of Yemen” seemed like a good place to 
go to.

But why should the Gulf countries really help Ye-
men? How much good will has Yemen shown to prove 
that it deserves help? It is hard for me being a Yemeni 
to say this, but sometimes I wonder whether we deserve 
any support from the world. And I am not talking only 
as government, but also as a people.

We are writing an ironic feature on the green streets of 
Sana’a. Pun intended, we are actually talking about the 
green spit of qat chewed over hours of day dreaming. 
Imagine this - hundreds of Yemeni men in the capital 
city Sana’a, after hours of regurgitating qat leaves flock
from their chewing sessions and start spiting the green 
substance onto the streets. Disgusting right?

Some of these people are very educated men and 
hold sophisticated positions. But they still do this. We 
have been criticized repeatedly at The Yemen Times for 
show casing Yemen’s dirty laundry to the world. It is 
claimed that we use our position as a credible English 
language newspaper to defame Yemen, and to give a 
bad impression about our country. Let me ask you this, 
who is giving a bad image of Yemen? The man who is 
spitting qat chew onto the streets, or the newspaper that 
talks about it and tries to draw some attention so that 
maybe someone does something about it?

If I were the governor of Sana’a I would fine these
people. If I were the governor, I would do so many 
things differently. In fact, if I were the president of 
Yemen I would do many other things differently and I 
would get money for Yemen through imposing fines on
Yemeni’s right and left.

I am not saying the world should not help Yemen, 
but for God’s sake, Yemenis help yourselves first!

Should the GCC help 

Yemen? How?

COMMON SENSE

Israel takes over CNN
By: Julie Cohn
The Council for Foreign Relations 
(USA)

U
.S. focus on Yemen as a 
potential terrorist hub has 
increased, both with the 
resurgence of Islamist ex-
tremism in nearby Somalia 

and East Africa and with the Christmas 
Day bomb attempt on a Detroit-bound jet 
by a 23-year-old Nigerian who claimed  
he’d been trained by al-Qaeda leaders in 
Yemen. Radical Yemeni-American cleric 
Anwar al-Awlaki is said to have provided 
spiritual guidance to the bomber, Umar 
Farouk Abdulmutallab, and other sus-
pected terrorists.  Additionally, the arrest 
of twelve U.S. citizens  in Yemen in May 
and June 2010 led to three of them being 
detained on terrorist charges. On June 3, 
2010, a Texas man was indicted for try-
ing to deliver money and materials to the 
Yemen-based al-Qaeda group. In January 
2010, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
called Yemen “an urgent national security 
priority.”

What are the internal challenges facing 
Yemen?
Yemen faces a set of profound political 
and economic issues. It is the poorest 
country in the Arab world, with 40 per-
cent living below the poverty line, ac-
cording to the CIA factbook’s analysis of 
Yemen. Some 50 percent of the country is 
illiterate, which the government hopes to 
address with a new, fifteen-year education
plan. Thirty five percent of the population
is unemployed, and the population is ex-
pected to double to forty million over the 
next two decades.

In “Yemen: Avoiding a Downward Spi-
ral” (PDF), analyst Christopher Boucek 
says Yemen faces a severe resource deple-
tion problem. Some experts estimate that
the country’s oil exports, which account
for roughly a third of GDP, will cease in 
ten years, and the country has not planned 
for a post-oil economy. Yemen is also 
depleting its water resources (Pulitzer 
Gateway), with many predicting Sanaa 
will become the first capital city in his-
tory to go dry. The resulting population 
migrations--combined with high unem-
ployment and a bleak post-oil economy-
-would likely create a swelling population
of the disaffected and impoverished.

The government of President Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh remains weak outside the 
capital, lacking in resources and credibil-
ity, and riddled with corruption (Yemen-
Times). The government’s attention and 
resources are also diverted by a bloody 
Zaidi Shia rebellion (ForeignAffairs) in 
the northern Saada governorate as well 
as a deepening secessionist movement in 
the south.

Yemenis have been sympathetic to 
radical Islam (CNN) for several decades. 
Thousands of Yemenis responded to 
the call for jihad against the Soviets in 
Afghanistan in the 1980s and were wel-
comed home afterwards. “There’s a rea-
son why Yemenis in Guantanamo make 
up the largest core contingent; there’s a 
reason why so many Yemenis have gone 
to Iraq, and now they go to Lebanon,” 
says Barak Barfi, a visiting fellow at the
Brookings Doha Center.”There is a fertile 
radical environment.”

What is the history of al-Qaeda in Ye-
men?
International efforts to fight terrorism in
Yemen began in 2000 after the al-Qaeda 
suicide bombing of the Navy Destroyer 
U.S.S. Cole, according to GlobalSecurity.
org. From 2000-2003, President Saleh 
eagerly showed his commitment (Real-
ClearWorld) to work with the U.S. and in-
ternational interests to root out terrorism.

By 2003, “the Yemeni terror threat fell 
off the radar,” says Barfi. But in 2006,
twenty-three al-Qaeda suspects escaped 
from a Yemen prison. One of them,  
Nasser al-Wahishi, began reestablishing 
the al-Qaeda organization in Yemen, “to 
resurrect al-Qaeda from the ashes” (PDF), 
and ramped up attacks.

In late 2008, Saudi al-Qaeda leaders, 
in response to a successful Saudi govern-
ment crackdown, urged their members 
to flee to Yemen and join forces with
the resurgent al-Qaeda group there. By 
2009, the two groups merged officially to
form al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

(AQAP) under the leadership of Wahi-
shi and his deputy, Said Ali al-Shihri, a 
Guantanamo detainee released in 2007. 
According to Gregory Johnsen, a PhD 
candidate in Near Eastern studies at Princ-
eton University who advises the U.S. 
government, “The merger effectively 
transformed al-Qaeda from a local chap-
ter to a regional franchise . . . and moved it 
one step closer toward becoming a group 
capable of global action.”

In a Combating Terrorism Center 
journal publication (PDF), Brian O’Neill 
writes that AQAP “is at the forefront of 
the next wave of jihad,” and is determined
to “bring down the Yemeni government to 
create a safe haven for their group.”

AQAP has claimed responsibility for 
numerous attacks since 2006. These have
included the failed August 27, 2009,  as-
sassination attempt (NYT) of Saudi Prince 
Muhammad bin Nayef; two attacks on the 
U.S. embassy in Sanaa; attacks on Italian 
and British embassies; suicide bombings 
of Korean tourists in March 2009 and 
Belgian tourists in January 2008; four oil 
pipeline bombings; attacks on several oil 
facilities; and the bombing of a Japanese 
oil tanker (CBC) in April 2008. In April 
2009 Saudi authorities captured eleven 
fighters, allegedly possessing components
for more than thirty suicide vests, who had 
crossed into Saudi Arabia from Yemen.

In February 2009, Saudi authorities 
released a list of eighty-five most wanted
terrorism suspects, of which twenty-six
were believed to be in Yemen, eleven who 
had been released from Guantanamo and 
sent through Saudi deradicalization pro-
grams. Realizing the strength of Yemeni 
AQAP recruitment campaigns, on Janu-
ary 5, 2010, the White House announced 
that the U.S. government would suspend 
the transfer of any detainees from Guan-
tanamo Bay to Yemen. In late December 
2009, Yemeni Foreign Minister Abu Bakr 
al-Qirbi estimated (Times) that between 
two hundred and three hundred AQAP 
operatives live in Yemen, supported by 
thousands of locals. As of March 2010, 
around 90 of the 188 detainees remain-
ing in U.S. custody at Guantanamo were 
Yemeni.

Does AQAP have links to al-Qaeda 
central?
Experts agree that if there’s a connection
between AQAP and Al Qaeda central, the 
command and control communication is 
minimal. Gregory Johnsen explains that
“the strongest connection is ideological.”

Wahishi, who worked as Bin Laden’s 
personal assistant, formed the group 
along the lines of the central group’s 
structural and ideological model. “When 
you see him [Wahishi] in the tapes, it’s 
very much the same sort of personal dy-
namics of how he carries himself, how 
he addresses individuals. What he does is 
what bin Laden did,” says Johnsen. “But 
since there is so little command and con-
trol, it’s an organization that really isn’t a 
subsidiary; it’s much more of a parallel 
organization,” he says.

In his Counterterrorism Strategy Initia-
tive policy paper for the New America 
Foundation “Yemen on the Brink “(PDF), 
Barfi notes that AQAP is hierarchical,
compartmentalized, and highly decen-
tralized, allowing it to withstand attacks 
and arrests and still continue to operate. 
The group has also mastered new recruit-
ment, propaganda, and media campaigns, 
including a bi-monthly AQAP magazine, 
Sada al-Malahim (the Echo of Battles), 
which offers theological explanations and
praise for jihad fighters, tailored to appeal
to its Yemeni audiences. In addition, re-
cruitment now occurs on the Internet as 
well as in person and targets individuals 
internationally, like Abdulmutallab.

Has AQAP recruited American citi-
zens?
U.S. diplomats and law enforcement of-
ficials are concerned about the threat of
American citizens based in Yemen, in par-
ticular a group of as many as three dozen 
former U.S. criminals who converted to 
Islam in prison and moved to Yemen.

In a Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions report (PDF) to the Senate in 2010, 
Senator John Kerry states that, “Although 
there is no public evidence of any terrorist 
action by these individuals, law enforce-
ment officials told committee staff mem-
bers that several have ‘dropped off the 

radar’ for weeks at a time.”
The committee also noted another 

group of nearly ten Americans--described 
as “blonde-haired, blue-eyed types”--who 
recently traveled to Yemen, radicalized, 
and married Yemeni women. The U.S. is 
seeking (CSMonitor) Yemen-based An-
war al-Awlaki--the American imam who 
reportedly served as the spiritual advisor 
to Major Nidal Hassan, the officer accused
of murdering thirteen people in Fort Hood 
in November 2009, and the man who Ab-
dulmutallab says helped train him.

What is being done?
Concerns about Yemen as a training and 
deployment base for international terror-
ism have prompted assistance from sev-
eral actors.
The United States: Beginning in late 
2009, President Obama deployed sev-
eral dozen troops from the U.S. military’s 
clandestine Joint Special Operations 
Command for intelligence and support to 
Yemen (Reuters). Since December 2009, 
the partnered efforts have resulted in more 
than two dozen ground and airstrikes (al-
Jazeera). Raids in December alone alleg-
edly killed fifty-eight AQAP militants.

In 2009, U.S. aid increased to approxi-
mately $70 million, from $5 million in 
2006. At the beginning of 2010, General
David Petraeus announced (PDF) that the 
United States would nearly double mili-
tary aid for the coming year.

However, some experts are concerned
that U.S. involvement could kindle 
(Times) anti-Western sentiment and en-
courage sympathy for al-Qaeda. AQAP 
cited the December raids, for instance, as 
the reason for the attempted bombing on 
Christmas Day.

Yemen’s government has therefore 
been careful to publicly reject (CBC) 
the stationing of foreign forces in Yemen 
and says it only welcomes intelligence-
sharing, training, and support. Although 
media reports and local testimony claim 
U.S. cruise missiles or drones were seen 
during the December attacks, Washington 
does not confirm the reports; Yemen says
its air force conducted the attacks, with 
U.S. intelligence help.

The United States is also making a 
significant contribution of development
aid. In a speech (PDF) at the Center for 
Global Development in January 2010, 
Secretary of State Clinton affirmed that
development is “critical to the success of 
our defense missions, particularly where 
poverty and failed governments contrib-
ute to instability.” The USAID program in 
Yemen includes efforts related to health, 
education, and agricultural reform and 
other areas.
Other State Actors: Britain pledged 
(ABC) to help fund an anti-terror police. 
Saudi Arabia has cracked down on its 
borders, and its military conducts air raids 
to aid the northern campaign. In addition, 
Saudi Arabia announced a plan to finance
sixty-nine technical training institutes in
Yemen to help alleviate unemployment.

In January 2010, twenty-five delega-
tions convened and formed a new body, 
“Friends of Yemen” (CBC), including 
representatives from Yemen, all of the 
G8 countries, all of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries, Egypt, Jordan, Tur-
key, Spain, and the Netherlands, as well 
as from the EU, UN, World Bank, IMF, 
and the GCC-secretariat. They pledged to 
help the nation use $5 billion donated in 
2006, which has largely gone unused due
to concerns about how effectively aid can 
be controlled.

A second meeting of the Working 
Group on Economy and Governance of 
the Friends of Yemen was held on June 
4, 2010, in Berlin. During his opening ad-
dress at the meeting, German Minister of 
State Werner Hoyer  said, “The challeng-
es Yemen is facing are challenges to all of 
us--to Yemen and its people first and fore-
most, but also to the region, in particular 
to the neighboring countries, the countries 
on the Arabian Peninsula, and also to the 
International Community in general.” He 
added that the Yemeni leadership must 
“implement necessary reforms, even in 
the face of possible popular rejection.”
Aid programs: Yemen receives net com-
mitment value of about $996 million in
aid (PDF) from the International Devel-
opment Association of the World Bank, 
of which about $516 million are yet to be
disbursed. The Middle East Partnership 

Islamist radicalism in Yemen

P
erhaps it is for most Mos-

lems difficult to under-
stand why the West looks 

at our religious leaders 

with so much contempt 

and hatred.  When someone like Mo-

hammed Hussein Fadhl Allah passes 

away after giving so much of his life 

in service to the Lord Al-Mighty and 

his religious convictions and facing 

the threat of death on many occasions, 

while the International Zionist Establishment is in jubilation.  Of 

course someone like Mohammed Hussein Fadhl Allah is under-

standably to them dangerous.  They realize that anyone who can 

gather over a million people (including many non-Moslems) to 

come and show their respect for a man with deep convictions 

on the strength of his faith and his sincerity in the fight against
injustice in all its forms.  What forms of injustice can be worse 

than the Zionist injustices we see daily being perpetrated in Pal-

estine and throughout the world in the media and elsewhere?

Coming back to the topic at hand, we have a devoted profes-

sional journalist who has devoted all her professional acumen 

for a news broadcaster who purports to have an objective inter-

national view of events in the world.  Ms Octavia Nasr has been 

working with CNN for over two decades and has headed the 

Middle East bureau of CNN and now all of a sudden has been 

fired for expressing respects for a man, who even the British Am-

bassador to Beirut insists does deserve the respect and admira-

tion of all open minded observers, who saw in Mr. Fadhl-Allah 

an example of religious moderation and progressive outlook on
many views that Moslems could look to for guidance amidst the 

efforts of extremist foreign renditions of Islam have sought to
project otherwise.  Ironically, we never hear the Zionist media 

and their friends suggest that these extremist elements are new
to Islam and actually work in favor of the Zionist media efforts 

to blame the religion of Islam for all their troubles.  

Mr. Fadhl-Allah never advocated the killing of innocent civil-

ians for any cause let alone the cause of Islam and he himself 

was the God saved  victim of a terrorist attach that was intended 

for him (1985), but took the lives of 82 people instead.  He was 

saved because he insisted on devoting a few minutes of his pre-

cious tee to listen to an old lady who wanted to hear some kind 

works of prayer for her.  This attack was said to have been or-

chestrated by the Central Intelligence Agency on the contention 

that Sayid Fadhl-Allah was one of those behind the attack on 

the US Marines in Beirut and the US Embassy in Beirut during 

that explosive period in the seventh and eighth decade of the last
century.  The truth of the matter is that Hussein Fadhl-Allah was 

outspoken against elements like Al-Qaida.  He often suggested 

that these evil concoctions that have no religious jurisdictional 

backing whatsoever to support their horrific renditions of Islam,
such as those of the Somali version that even considers brushing 

your teeth with a nylon brush is «haram» or not sanctified by
Islam, are themselves delving into the worst kind of haram by 

the sanctifying of human innocent lives.  

Mr. Fadhl-Allah also was a voice of moderation on Islamic 

sectarian differences, in which he often suggested to let bygones 

be bygones and let Moslems start working towards facing the 

real dangerous threats that need to be addressed in the Islamic 

World, including underdevelopment, illiteracy, poverty and of 

course the constant threat that Israel poses not just to Moslems 

but to the world at large.

Ms Octavia Nasr has never been known to say that Israel 

should be thrown to the sea or expressed any «anti Semitic»
viewpoints that should have raised the eyebrow of Wolf Blitzer, 

a former correspondent with the Jerusalem Post,  now a leading 

anchor at CNN, or any one who lived in Israel,.  Like the Brit-

ish Ambassador, she expressed a viewpoint that rested purely on
the intellectual convictions of a man, who was a unique Moslem 

scholar, with a powerful eloquent tongue that inspired the clear 

minded thoughts of many Moslems, who sought relief from the 

sad misrepresentations of Islamic thought being perpetrated by 

the International Wahhabi Establishment and their partners, the 

International Zionist Establishment.  In fact, I believe that Ms 

Nasr, judging from her name is actually Christian and therefore 

was quite impartial in making any statement of admiration for 

the phenomenon that Mr. Fadhl-Allah proved to have been.  

So, who should one believe?  The British Foreign Office or the
management of CNN or the more than million farewell bidders 

to this awesome and revered scholar that Mohammed Hussein 

Fadhl-Allah was. 

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and jour-
nalist for more than 20 years. He may be blogged at: http://com-
senfromyem.blogspot.com

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Aspirations
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By: Adam Gonn 

 The Media Line

 

T
he Saudi Arabian 

government plans to 

hire 23.221 new teachers 

before the start of the 

new academic year in 

September, local media is reporting. 

The move comes just days after 

some 2,000 high school teachers were 

fired or transferred to administrate 
positions for teaching described 

by the Saudi Interior Ministry as 

extremist and potentially encouraging 

of terrorism. 

“Everyone knows about these 

teachers,” Eman Al Nafjan, a former 

teacher, told The Media Line. “It used 

to be very common that teachers were 

extremists. But this has drastically 

decreased. Thanks to the education 

ministry program, word got out that 

it’s not okay to teach hatred anymore 

and they fired many teachers.”                    
Dr. Mustafa Alani, senior advisor 

and director of terrorism studies at the 

Gulf Research Center in Dubai, said 

that Saudi King Abdullah has been at 

the forefront of the reforms. 

“The Saudi king has taken the lead 

in reforming the new generation, 

opening their minds and changing 

the staff and curriculum,” he told The 

Media Line. “The whole education 

system is now a part of the counter 

terrorism campaign.”

Other Saudi counter-terrorism 

efforts include a revamp of the judicial 

system. All courts and public notaries 

have been instructed to notify the 

Ministry of Justice of any suspicions 

they have on either money laundering 

or financing of terror during real estate 
deals.

Saudi Arabia also ranked top in the 

Arab world among countries that have 

implemented 40 recommendations 

of The Financial Action Task Force, 

an inter-governmental body whose 

purpose is the development and 

promotion of policies to combat 

money laundering and terrorist 

financing.      
“He [the king] is facing resistance 

from the old generation,” Alani said. 

“So to supervise the educational 

strategy, he put his son-in-law in 

charge as a major sign, because the 

previous minister was unable to do 

the work.”  

Saudi Arabia has been fighting a 
home-grown terrorist threat which 

began in 2003. 

Groups belonging to or inspired by 

Al-Qa’ida are trying to undermine the 

monarchy in Saudi Arabia, which has 

faced criticism because of its alliance 

with the West and especially with the 

United States. 

Saudi Arabia has arrested and tried 

thousands of terror suspects and is 

trying to weed out extremist elements 

planning terror attacks, recruiting 

operatives or spreading extremist 

ideology through the internet. 

In August 2009 a suicide bomber 

almost managed to kill Prince 

Muhammad Bin Naif, an assistant 

to the Interior Minister for Security 

Affairs spearheading the fight against 
terrorism in the country.

The bomber belonged to Al-

Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula, the 

new name adopted by the Al-Qa’ida 

branches in Saudi Arabia and Yemen 

after they merged in January 2009.

Saudi hires thousands of new teachers 

after sacking of extremists By: Carlos Slim and Kandeh 

K. Yumkella

I
f you are reading this article, you 

most likely have electricity and 

heat at home and never think 

of that fact as at all remarkable. 

But over 2 billion people – one 

in three people on our planet – have no 

access to modern energy to light and 

heat the dwellings in which they live.

The obstacles to energy access are 

not technical. We know how to build 

power systems, design modern cooking 

stoves, and meet energy demand 

efficiently. What is missing is a global 
commitment to move energy access up 

the political and development agendas.

Half of the world’s population uses 

solid fuel, such as wood, charcoal, or 

dung, for cooking. According to the 

World Health Organization, 1.6 million 

women and children die each year as a 

result of indoor smoke inhalation, more 

than from malaria. Add the pollutant 

emissions from such stoves, together 

with the deforestation that results from 

using firewood, and you have several 
pressing global challenges that can be 

tackled at once by closing the energy 

gap.

Efforts to close this gap have so 

far been insufficient in scale and 
scope, but a plan of action now exists, 

developed in recent months by United 

Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-

moon’s Advisory Group on Energy and 

Climate Change (AGECC). The Group 

brings together top UN officials and 
business executives, including from 

Edison International, Statoil, Suntech 

Holdings, and Vattenfall.

Through this innovative public-

private partnership, we analyzed global 

energy access and recommended in our 

resulting report that the international 

community commit to universal access 

to modern energy services by 2030. The 

report also called for a 40% reduction in 

global energy intensity by 2030, which, 

if implemented, would reduce global 

energy intensity at approximately 

double the historical rate.

AGECC is now working on how best 

to deliver on the plan. This was the 

focus of the Group’s last meeting, held 

on July 15 in Mexico City. It was hosted 

by the Carlos Slim Foundation, which 

works in support of implementing 

the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) in such areas as health, 

deforestation, and closing the digital 

divide.

Mexico will be the location for 

key UN climate talks later this year, 

and AGECC is interacting with the 

country’s energy ministry to ensure a 

coordinated and effective approach.

The financial implications of 
ensuring universal energy access are 

large, but not overwhelming when 

weighed against the enormous benefits. 
The International Energy Agency 

estimates that, over the next two 

decades, ensuring universal access to 

electricity would require around 10% 

of total annual investment in the energy 

sector, which can be mobilized by the 

private sector. Universal energy access 

is a new market opportunity, but one 

that needs the right support to thrive.

Many clean technologies are already 

available, so we are not talking about 

investing billions in research. It is a 

question of transferring the technologies 

and adapting them to local conditions 

and needs.

But increasing energy access is not 

only about supplying better, more 

efficient cooking stoves or light bulbs. 
To promote economic development and 

growth, energy services must also work 

in the interest of creating wealth and 

jobs by providing power for businesses 

and improving healthcare, education, 

and transportation.

In September, world leaders will 

meet at the UN to assess progress on the 

MDGs. While there is no goal on energy, 

it is central to meeting the other MDGs, 

especially those concerning poverty 

and hunger, universal education, and 

environmental sustainability.

Governments alone will not be able 

to deal with all of these challenges. We 

need a firm commitment from all sides: 
private businesses, academia, civil 

society, and international organizations 

and NGOs.

The deadline for delivering universal 

energy access is 2030. Will you join 

us?

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2010.

By: Paul Salem

T
he future of Hezbollah, 

Lebanon’s powerful Shia 

political and paramilitary 

organization, has never 

looked more uncertain. 

Indeed, given rising tension with 

Israel and possible indictments of its 

operatives by the international tribunal 

investigating the assassination of 

former Prime Minister Rafic al-
Hariri, Hezbollah appears to be 

hemmed in on all sides.

The most immediate question 

concerns the possibility of another 

Israel-Hezbollah war, fears of 

which have mounted throughout 

this year, fueled by reports of new 

missile transfers to Hezbollah and 

intermittent threats from Israel. 

Those who foresee war argue that 

Israel is unwilling to tolerate a 

heavily armed Iranian proxy on 

its border while tensions with 

Iran over the nuclear issue remain 

unresolved.

Although war is unlikely in 

the coming months, if sanctions 

on Iran don’t bear fruit by early 

2011, Israel might feel the need to 

act. If it launched military strikes 

on Iran’s nuclear installations, 

Hezbollah would likely join the 

fray and Israel would have to 

engage Hezbollah at the same 

time. Alternatively, Israel might 

launch a pre-emptive war against 

Hezbollah in order to rob Iran of a 

nearby retaliatory capacity.

Hezbollah is preparing intensively 

for such scenarios, building defenses, 

digging tunnels, and assembling a 

powerful missile arsenal. But, although 

Hezbollah’s preparations are likely to 

ensure its survival, it would be hard-

pressed to justify to the Lebanese 

public a strategy that led to two ruinous 

wars in the span of five years.
In the end game of such a war, Syria 

might be asked by the Arab countries 

and the international community to 

take greater responsibility in Lebanon, 

in order to contain Hezbollah and its 

military profile.
Moreover, if peace prevents a 

slide into war, Hezbollah has another 

problem. Although a real breakthrough 

in the Arab-Israeli peace process appears 

unlikely, United States envoy George 

Mitchell is still talking of Arab-Israeli 

peace as a distinct possibility in 2011. 

Sources within the US administration 

hint that President Barack Obama might 

announce the outlines of an Arab-Israeli 

settlement sometime later this year.

An accord between Syria and Israel is 

a key element of all proposed scenarios 

for Arab-Israeli peace. In exchange 

for giving back the occupied Golan 

Heights, Israel and the US will insist on 

the disarmament of Hezbollah. Indeed, 

within the context of the Arab Peace 

Plan, announced in Beirut in 2002, the 

Arab states take it upon themselves to 

ensure the security of “all states in the 

region” – code words for dealing with 

the threats from Hezbollah and Hamas 

– since the region includes Israel.

Although both Hezbollah and Iran 

still argue, perhaps correctly, that Israel 

will not give back the Golan Heights or 

allow the emergence of a Palestinian 

state, the possibility of peace cannot 

be ruled out. If it does occur, Syria will 

push Lebanon into a peace treaty with 

Israel and lean on Hezbollah heavily to 

adjust to the new realities.

Given its popularity among Lebanese 

Shia, Hezbollah could continue as an 

influential political party, but it would 
have to abandon its role as a major 

proxy force for Iran’s Revolutionary 

Guards. Nevertheless, Hezbollah 

faces severe political trouble, too. 

Although no official announcement 
has been made, there are 

reports that Daniel Bellemare, 

the prosecutor for the Special 

Tribunal for Lebanon, might 

conclude his investigation and 

issue indictments in the fall.

In a speech on July 16, 

Hezbollah leader Sheikh Hassan 

Nasrallah acknowledged rumors 

that the Tribunal might indict 

members of his party, but charged 

that the Tribunal was part of an 

Israeli plot to undermine the 

Islamic resistance in Lebanon 

and has no credibility. He argued 

that the indictments would 

probably be based on cell-phone 

records, and that Israeli agents 

had penetrated the Lebanese 

cell-phone network. Indeed, the 

Lebanese authorities recently 

arrested a high-level official at 
one of the country’s two cell-

phone companies, alleging that 

he was an Israeli agent.

In describing the tribunal as 

part of an Israeli plot, Nasrallah 

warned the government and 

other parties in Lebanon against 

cooperating with it, or accepting its 

verdicts. He reminded his audience 

of the street fighting in Beirut in May 
2008, and made clear that Hezbollah 

would not shy away from another fight 
if necessary.

While Hezbollah has tried to convince 

other Lebanese that its presence helps 

maintain the country’s security and 

stability, regional and international 

developments suggest that it faces 

mounting challenges. And, although 

the future does not look bright for 

Hezbollah, it is not likely to relinquish 

its power without a fight.

Copyrightroject Syndicate, 2010. 

Power to the people

By: Esther Dyson

L
ast week, I learned that 

I don't have cancer. My 

doctor called and said, “I 

have some good news!” 

Fortunately, we were in 

the middle of a fire drill in my office at 
the time, so no one noticed as I blinked 

back tears of relief.

I had found the lump almost two 

weeks earlier, while at a conference in 

South Africa. I returned home early to 

have a biopsy, but the pathology lab 

was achingly slow; days passed with 

no word. Clearly they were working 

hard to figure out exactly how bad 
my condition was. In fact, they were 

working hard not to miss anything 

before they concluded that my tumor 

was rare but benign.

I had been preparing for the 

diagnosis for more than a week…and 

to some extent for years, as I turned 

my investing focus from “all things 

Internet” to all things health-related. 

It turns out that understanding 

and promoting health is a great 

application of information 

technology. Health 

increasingly involves 

numbers. Many of those 

numbers aren't just 

medical probabilities; 

they concern daily life 

choices that you can 

make before you get sick 

(or are threatened, as I was).

As a director of 23andMe, a consumer 

genetics start-up, and a participant in 

the Personal Genome Project research 

study (http://www.personalgenomes.
org/public/3.html#Data_Sets), I have 
been studying how genes affect one's 

chances of getting various diseases, 

and how much impact behavior can 

have on those chances. For most 

people and for most conditions, 

the genetic chances of becoming 

ill are well below 20%. Moreover, 

regardless of your genotype, you can 

raise or lower those chances through 

diet, exercise, avoidance of stress, and 

engagement with friends.

Yet there is some emerging thinking 

– and statistics – about how the toxins 

we encounter in the modern world 

affect our immune system, which 

in turn affects our bodies’ ability to 

combat cancerous cells. Everyone has 

cancer cells every day, but usually the 

body deals with them, using strength 

gained from eating right, exercise, and 

social engagement. When the body gets 

overloaded or weakened, cancer has 

an extra chance of winning, especially 

if you have a genetic vulnerability to a 

particular cancer.

Before finding out that I would 
get a free pass – this time, at least – 

I had already started considering my 

options. I have no particular risk for 

breast cancer – no family history, and 

no known genetic markers. But that 

is true for many of the one-in-eight 

women who get breast cancer over 

their lifetimes in the United States. 

Given that I'm almost 60, it's probably 

not life-threatening (or not that much 

more so than being 60 itself!). Even 

without cancer, I have perhaps 30 

years left, 40 if I’m lucky.

If I were a young mother, I would 

trade almost anything for the chance 

to see my kids grow up, but, as an 

older person, I'm more concerned 

with quality of life than length. Of 

course, if the cancer was aggressive, I 

would take more treatment now just to 

stay alive. If it was slow-growing, I’d 

remove the tumor and engage in what 

is called “watchful waiting.”

Perhaps the most important thing to 

understand is statistics – whether for 

cancer or health in general. In my case, 

they could have gone something like 

this: assume you have a 70% chance 
of survival (defined as no recurrence 
for five years) if you simply have 
the tumor removed. Radiation and 

chemotherapy treatments can reduce 

recurrence by a further 30%. That 

sounds like a lot, until you realize that 

it means your “survival” chances go 

up only nine points, from 70% to 79%, 
because it is the 30% recurrence rate 

that drops 30%, to 21%.

That is not such a great increase 

in odds, given that there may be 

better treatments available by the 

time the cancer recurs, and that costs 

of treatment – in time, pain, and 

side-effects such as heart disease 

and cognitive impairment (“chemo 

brain”), as well as money – are high.

Was I willing to take on three years 

of aggressive treatment and potential 

long-term side-effects for a 10-point 

increase in my chances of being 

alive and cancer-free for five years, 
especially since no one really knows 

what the chances of recurrence in 

10 or 20 years are?  Meanwhile, five 
years from now there may be new 

drugs that are more effective and less 

toxic, mitigating the downside of a 

later recurrence.

These numbers may be perplexing, 

but they are useful to understand. 

Almost everyone is faced at some 

point with decisions about treatments 

and side-effects, for themselves and 

for loved ones.

Indeed, you are probably facing 

such choices right now – if you 

pay attention to them. A 

large number of painful, 

dangerous conditions 

are more likely if 

you are overweight, 

under-exercised, a 

big drinker, lonely, 

or stressed. Even 

if you’re not and 

get such a disease 

anyway, you will be 

better able to cope and undergo 

treatment if your health is good.

It may be that the main value 

of services such as 23andMe (at 

least until researchers use its data 

and others to learn a lot more about 

genetics) is not the specific genetic 
details, but the way that it makes 

us focus on the numbers. Whether 

we are choosing what to eat or how 

much to exercise, or trying to assess 

our chances of a specific condition, 
the numbers make it feel real and 

immediate.

For example, a vague warning 

against diabetes is a lot easier to 

ignore than the fact that your risk of 

diabetes is 22% (as mine is, slightly 

above normal), but that you can lower 

it substantially (as I have) by eating 

right, exercising, and so forth.

Yet many people are afraid of 

knowing these numbers; they don’t 

realize that they are a guide, and 

something that they can change, 

rather than an immutable destiny. Just 

as a student can improve his grades 

by studying or an athlete can improve 

his performance by practicing, so you 

can change many of the numbers that 

define your health prospects.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2010. 

Life by the numbers

Hezbollah in a corner
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Date:  [July 24, 2010]

Contract Identification No:  GEODR-1
United Nations Environment Program Grant: GFL-2328-2721-4A90
: PMS: GF/4040-09-11

United Nations Environment Program Project Name: Yemen Geothermal 
Development Project

The Government of the Republic of Yemen has received a MSP Grant from 

the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) towards the cost of drill-

ing a geothermal borehole depth up to 1500 m, and intends to apply part of 

the funds to cover eligible payments. The Project covered under these Tender 

Documents is Drilling an Exploratory Geothermal Borehole in Dhamar Area 

Contract No. GEODR-1.

The Works consist of:-1. 

Drilling of one geothermal Borehole up to 1500 m depth. With casing/a. 

drilling technology with cutting sampling at specific depths
Supply and install casings; andb. 

Perform temperature, pressure profiling by kuster probe-logging  at c. 

different depths

Bidding is open to all bidders from eligible countries as defined in the 
Guidelines:  Procurement under Yemeni and GEF standard guidelines.
All submitted bidders should have the following:

the maximum allowable number of joint venture partners is 2.a. 

Experience in drilling a geothermal boreholes depth more than b. 

1500m.

The minimum required annual volume of construction works for the c. 

successful bidder in any of the last five years shall be US$ 1.0 Mil-
lion.

The minimum of liquid assets and / or credit facilities net of other con-d. 

tractual commitments of successful bidder shall be US$ 1.0 Million.

The Ministry of Water and Environment invites sealed bids from eligible 2. 

bidders for the Drilling and testing of one geothermal borehole in Al-Li-

si- Isbil Area, Dhamar Governorate , prep-meeting will take place in the 

Project Management Unit - Geological Survey and Mineral Resources 

Board and Site Visit will take place on  August 7 ,2010. Bidding docu-

ments (and additional copies) may be purchased at Project Management 

Unit - Geological Survey and Mineral Resources Board   

Al-Zubairi St. Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Tel-:  +967- 1- 534257    fax: +967-1- 537263

for a nonrefundable fee of 100 US Dollar  or its equivalent in Yemeni cur-

rency, for each set.  Interested bidders may obtain further information at the 

same address.

Bids shall be valid for a period of 120 days after Bid opening and must 3. 

be accompanied by security total amount 30,000 US$ Valid for 150 days 
after the deadline for Bid submission and shall be delivered to the above 

address on or before August 24,2010 at 12:00 noon, at which time they 

will be opened in the presence of the bidders who wish to attend.

 All bids must be accompanied by a security in the form and amount speci-

fied in the bidding documents, and must be delivered to the above address 
at or before Bids will be opened immediately thereafter in the presence of 

bidders’ representatives who choose to attend.

Geological Survey and Mineral Resources Board   
Project Management Unit - 

Al-Zubairi St., Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
Tel-:  +967- 1- 534257    fax: +967-1- 537263

Invitation for Bids 

A
nkara has been involved 

in the NATO operation 

in Afghanistan from the 

beginning. The decision 

was taken by the centre-

left government under Bülent Ecevit 

following the 11 September 2001 at-

tacks in New York and Washington. 

A year later, the pro-Islam AKP came 

to power. Yet despite its much more 

critical stance on the NATO mission, 

it too continued Turkey’s involvement 

in Afghanistan. Turkey even assumed 

leadership of the International Security 

Assistance Force (ISAF) twice during 

this period. 

From 2002, however, Ankara was 

keen to ensure that its own troops were 

not caught up in military action. The 

reason was not, as might be supposed, 

the potential loss to the Turkish army 

– there had been hardly any attacks 

on Turkish soldiers – instead Turkey 

sought to establish its involvement in 

Afghanistan in a historical context and 

to emphasise the countries’ shared his-

tory.

This shared history began shortly after 

World War I. At that time, the Afghans 

came to the Turks’ assistance. When the 

entente – the military alliance between 

the UK, France and Russia – sought to 

divide the areas of the Ottoman Empire 

settled by Turks into spheres of inter-

est, King Amanullah Khan, the founder 

of modern-day Afghanistan, protested. 

He expressed solidarity with the emerg-

ing Turkish resistance in Anatolia under 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk out of which 

the Turkish republic was born. It was 

a gesture that has not been forgotten to 

this day

Over the following decades, Turkish 

doctors, officers, professors and teach-

ers were sent to work in Afghanistan. 

Turkey helped found Kabul University, 

the Afghan military academy and the 

conservatoire. 

Development aid workers instead of 
soldiers
Today 800 Turkish soldiers are stationed 

in the capital Kabul and in Wardak 

province. However, politicians from the 

ruling AKP party believe that the time 

for military action is over. “We would 

like NATO to establish security there 

and withdraw stage by stage,” says Suat 

Kiniklioglu, a member of the Turkish 

parliament’s foreign policy committee 

and foreign affairs spokesperson for the 

AKP. “But our special relationship with 

Afghanistan may mean that we will de-

velop a different approach, whatever 

the West does in the future.”

When Turkish politicians and experts 

talk of “a different approach”, the mag-

ic words “soft power” usually follow 

in close succession. What they mean 

is that Turkey wishes, for instance, to 

build more schools and hospitals. The 

Afghans are to be better educated and 

cared for. It is hoped that private Turk-

ish firms will invest in Afghan infra-

structure.

This direct aid would benefit the 
Afghan population directly and boost 

sympathy for Turkey amongst Afghans, 

says Kamer Kasim, professor of poli-

tics and member of the Turkish think 

tank USAK. “The schools founded by 

Turkey, the activities of Turkish firms 
... this can all clearly be understood as 

‘soft power’. When these parties con-

tribute to education and health there, 

it strengthens Turkey’s good image in 

Afghanistan.”

Tangible success
Every day, around 900 

Afghans make use of the 

hospitals built by Tur-

key. All treatments are 

free. Over the last eight 

years, around 800,000 

Afghans have benefitted 
from medical attention in 

this way. And in 34 Turk-

ish-built schools, over 

50,000 Afghan children 

are learning to read and 

write. Many of them are 

also learning Turkish.

But it is not to end 

there. Turkey wants to 

build another 35 clinics 

and schools. The aim is 

to win over ethnic minori-

ties, which include many 

Turkic peoples, and there-

fore also Afghanistan for a Turkey-ori-

entated policy in Central Asia.

Turkey’s foreign minister, Ahmet 

Davutoglu, emphasises that Turkey has 

economic as well as political interests 

in Afghanistan. In his book Strategic 

Depth, he places great significance on 
central Asia and Afghanistan. Not only 

does the region contain enormous natu-

ral resources, it is also very important 

from a Turkish perspective as a trans-

port route for trade and fuel.

The latest infrastructure project is an 

example of how determined Turkey is 

to pursue its business interests: a rail-

way is planned from Pakistan to Turkey 

via Afghanistan and Iran.

Turkey as a political guide
According to Professor Kasim, Turkey’s 

political goal is the stability of Afghani-

stan and the overthrow of non-Afghan 

fighters – in other works al-Qaeda. 
Ankara sees itself as the mastermind 

of NATO’s current strategy in Afghani-

stan, which was developed in Istanbul 

and later agreed on at the Afghanistan 

conference in London.

According to Foreign Minister Da-

vutoglu, regular consultations between 

Turkey, Pakistan and Afghanistan can 

also be traced back to a Turkish initia-

tive. These consultations have brought 

together heads of state, members of par-

liament, military leaders and the heads 

of the secret services of all three coun-

tries.

“Both Afghanistan and Pakistan trust 

Turkey. Neither of them question our 

good will,” says Suat Kiniklioglu. And 

that is above all because Turkey does 

not have a history of colonialism in Af-

ghanistan. This is why the Turkish dia-

logue initiative is so highly valued.

© Deutsche Welle 2010

Translated from the German by Steph 

Morris

Editor: Aingeal Flanagan/Qantara.de

Turkish involvement in Afghanistan

Wielding “Soft Power” for a good image
Although the AKP was critical of NATO’s Afghanistan 
mission, Turkey remained part of it even after the party 
came to power in 2002. Turkey’s main aim now is to in-
troduce security to the country and assist with redevelop-
ment. Cem Sey has the details

More than just a military campaign: in addition to combating al-Qaeda, An-
kara is mainly interested in reconstructing the civilian infrastructure

The NATO outpost Incirlik in southern Turkey is a reloading point for the 
transportation of ISAF supplies to Afghanistan

Redevelopment in Herat: every day around 900 
Afghans are treated in Turkish-built hospitals
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Dealing with grief

F
areed is known to me for several years. He lives at Foqm, a small 

fishing village near Little Aden. He has a small family and is blessed 
with three beautiful children. Fareed and his wife Sheema came to 
my clinic a fortnight ago and both of them looked devastated. They 
then told me that their first son had got a job in Saudi and was prepa-

ring to leave. A week ago, his son drove down to Bureka to say ‘ma essalama’ to 
all his friends. Near the ARC Power Station, when he was negotiating a turn, he 
lost control. The car skidded and rolled over. He sustained a head injury and died 
on the spot, shattering the dreams of his family. When Fareed narrated the story 
to me, his wife cried uncontrollably and fainted.

Tahseen is our family friend. She just lost her mother due to breast cancer. 
Watching her cheerful and strong mother succumb to the disease has left Tahseen 
drained and shaken. She was depressed and crying a lot thinking of her old father 
who was beyond recovery. Tahseen finds herself totally drained out all the time 
and unable to sleep. She was always the sensible one in the family and seeing 
her losing her centre of gravity has left her family confused and out of order. 
Tahseen has to work her way through her sorrow and crawl to a place in her 
mind where acceptance spreads its gentle mantle and covers the wound of loss 
and bereavement.

Losing a son or daughter is beyond the parent’s acceptance and imagination. How 
can we forget the very first word our child mumbled or the first step he planted 
on Mother Earth? The loss of a child can never be compensated by another new 
child born to the parents. 

Losing a parent, at whatever age, is a blow that can leave us disoriented and 
rudderless. Who will remember our first day at school or the time we learnt our 
very first dance steps? Who will now love us unconditionally? When we lose a 
parent or a close relative, the landscape of our memories is altered irrevocably. 

Sooner or later, each of us will experience that dagger in the heart called grief. 
How can you ever pick up the pieces, heal the wounds and move on with the 
rest of your life without feeling like you’re betraying the memory of your loved 
one?

As a doctor, every now and then I see people who have some major illnes-

ses struggle with death and dying. Sometimes I see families overpowered by an 
avalanche of emotions when the final moment comes, even if they know death 
was imminent. However, I’ve observed that Yemenis are very resilient and phi-
losophical. They accept death in the right spirit.

Easing the healing process of grief

Unless we learn to cope with grief, it can overwhelm us and leave us susceptible 
to illnesses, both physical and emotional. Follow these tips to cope with grief:

 

Actively grieve and mourn.•  One of the lessons life teaches us is the 
necessity of dealing with loss. Grief is your inner feelings of loss, sadness 
and emptiness. Mourning is the external or outward manifestation of that 
grief. Both grief and mourning are natural and necessary parts of the 
healing process after a loss.
If you don’t face your grief,•  your wounds may never go away. Acknow-

ledge the pain and know that it’s part of the healing process. Unresolved 
grief can surface years later as sleeplessness, breathing difficulties, hea-

daches, palpitations, relationship issues, intestinal problems, mental he-

alth difficulties, eating disorders, smoking, qat chewing or other issues.
We grieve alone• , but we heal in a community. A friend, a confidant, a 
spiritual leader, all can help you along the journey of healing. Look to 
loved ones and other close contacts to share your sorrow or simply be 
there when you cry.
Don’t make major decisions while grieving.•  Grief clouds the ability to 
make sound decisions. If possible, wait four to six months before making 
big decisions — such as moving, taking a new job or making major fi-

nancial changes. If you must make decisions right away, seek the input or 
guidance of a trusted loved one or other close contacts.
Be with people who care about you• . Spending some time alone is not 
always fine. Isolation can become unhealthy and interfere with the he-

aling process. Surround yourself with people who care about you.
Take care of yourself• . Grief consumes a significant amount of energy. 
Your will to live and ability to follow normal routines may quickly erode. 
To combat these problems, try to get adequate sleep, eat a healthy diet 
and include physical activity in your daily routine. Consider a medical 
checkup to make sure your grief isn’t adversely affecting your physical 
health, especially if you have any existing health conditions.
Time is the best healer• . Time has the ability to make that acute searing 
pain of loss less intense and to make your emotions less painful, though 
feelings of loss and emptiness may never completely go away. Accepting 
and embracing the new ”normal” may help reconcile the loss of a near 
and dear one.

Calmness and acceptance.•  The loss can never be forgotten. The dull 
ache in the heart or the vacuum created by the loss of the near and dear 
one can linger in your heart for a long time. The intensity of the pain 
however, will fade in the course of time. The memories of happiness and 
joy shared with the person you have lost will brighten your life at the 
most unexpected of moments.

health
   watch By: Dr. Siva

This weekly column is to disseminate health information to the readers 

in  Yemen  and  outside.  Dr.  Siva  is  currently  working  at  Aden  Refinery 
Company Hospital. Life style diseases and cancer prevention are his 

special interests. Complementary medicine and naturopathy are his 

passions.

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

Abdul-Ghani Saleh Al-
Abyadh, 45, and his 
father are two men 
from a single family 
who are still fighting 

cancer after another relative, Abdul-
Ghani’s  brother, died because of a 
gastrointestinal tumor. His mother was 
the first to die in the family, because of 
leucemia.

Abdul-Ghani has a gastrointestinal 
tumor and his father has throat cancer. 
Abdul-Ghani’s father Saleh sold most 
of his land to try to cure his first wife 
and son, both of whom have died, and 
then to pay for the cost of medication 
for himself and Abdul-ghani. 

Abdul-Ghani still has four brothers 
and three sisters who are in good 
health. 

The father, Saleh Al-Abyadh, was the 
biggest farmer in the village, holding 
the  most plots of land among the 
villagers in Mawa. Now he has become 
poor because he had to sell most of 
his land. He now has only two plots 
of land, and Abdul-Ghani is expecting 
that his father will sell them to continue 
their treatment.

Seven years ago, after his wife 
died, Saleh married again. Now he has 
another three children, and their mother 
is taking care of them as well as Abdul-
Ghani, who is still single. The children 
are in good health, but when they grow 
up, they will find themselves without 

any land, since Saleh will have sold all 
his land to pay for cancer treatment.

Mawa is a small village located in 
the east of Yarim district, 10 kilometers 
away from the center of the district’s 
local authority in Ibb governorate. It is 
near Dhafar, the historical capital of the 
Himyarite kingdom from the second 
century BC. The whole area is a tourist 
destination visited by tourists from 
across the world.

The village is inhabited by nearly 500 
people descended from six families: 
Bait Al-Abyadh, Bait Shaddad, Bait 
Al-Waqiah, Bait Qutabish, Bani Ata 
and Bait Al-Aradhi. Almost all of the 
families have cancer patients, roughly 
28 cases in total.

In the Bait Al-Abyadh family alone 
there are 18 cases of cancer. Fourteen 
patients have died, and four are still 
alive. Two of them are still receiving 
treatment in Sana’a, and Abdul-Ghani 
and his father are in Mawa and receive 
their treatment every month from the 
cancer unit in the governorate.

The rest of the cases are distributed 
between Bait Shaddad, where four 
died, Bait Al-Waqiah, where two died, 

Bait Qutabish, where two died, and two 
cases from Bani Ata, which also ended 
in death, according to Lotf Al-Abyadh, 
a teacher and dignitary in the village.

Farmers in the area do not grow the 
qat tree, which acts as a stimulant when 
people chew the young leaves. Farmers 
generally spray it with high quantities 
of pesticide to speed up its production. 
Instead, the people grow potatoes 
and corn, crops that only need small 
quantities of pesticides.

“This disease was sent down to us 
by God to test us,” said Abdul-Ghani 
Saleh. “We do not grow qat, we do not 
use pesticides, and we live a normal life 
like any other people.”

In Mawa, visitors are struck by the 
dirty water in a cistern located under 
the village. Visitors notice a bad smell 
coming from this cistern, and it seems 
that it is receiving water coming down 
from the bathrooms of the people living 
on the hill.

One can find women around the 
cistern washing clothes in the dirty water.  
Villagers have another well behind the 
village, but it does not supply enough 
water. But Dr. Mohammad Derhim Al-
Kedesi, Radiation Oncologist at the 
National Oncology Center in Sana’a, 
excluded the dirty water as a cause of 
cancer.

“The dirty water does not cause 
cancer. Dirty water will kill you before 
you have cancer - you will die either 
from cholera or diarrhea,” he affirmed. 
“But cancer needs a long period of time 

to appear.”
He said that the exposed dirty 

water in the cistern is more dangerous 
to people than cancer and that this 
problem must be controlled by those 
concerned. “Many people have died 
from diarrhea,” he affirmed.

Al-Kedesi says there is something 
behind the spread of cancer in the 
village, but it is still undiscovered. He 
has not visited the village however. 
He says that a study must be made 
of the whole village to discover the 
mysterious cause. “A family medical 
survey must be done for all families in 
the village,” he explained.

“We have to consider four basic 
things: sources of radiation, dangerous 
chemical substances, hereditary diseases 
and infection with many viruses,” he 
argued. “You will surely find one of 
these four factors in the village. There 
is a reason for the high incidence of 
cancer in one of these factors.” 

He affirmed that Yemen has a high 
rate of cancer. “Cancer is found in the 
world in a ratio of between 80 and 120 
persons per 100,000, and Yemen is near 
120,” he explained.

He put the increased level of cancer 
in Yemen down to the lifestyle of the 
people and the way that they eat their 
food, in addition to malnutrition. 
“Yemenis are used to eating burnt food 
and there is no variation in their meals,” 
he said.

No help from concerned groups

Abdul-Ghani blamed concerned parties 
for not doing their duty to help them. He 
said he and his father paid for almost all 
the costs of surgeries and are paying for 
medication. He said that even though 
he is a soldier in the army, he does not 
get support from the government.

“We sold almost all of our land to 
treat ourselves,” he said.

The Director of the Health Office 
in Ibb governorate, Abdulmalek Al-
Sana’ani, said that they did not realize 
the problem of the spread of cancer in 
Yarim and only learned about it after 
the media started concentrating on it 
last month.

“We did not even receive a message 
from the local authority in Yarim. If we 
had received a notification, we would 
have taken action,” he said. But he 
added that Al-Thowra Hospital in Ibb 
and cancer treatment units provide 
medications to the patients. 

However, the Director of Yarim 

District, Abdoh Othman Jahlan, affirms 
that the village is free of any of the well-
known causes of cancer. He said that a 
team composed of doctors, officials and 
engineers from the National Committee 
for Atomic Energy paid a field visit to 
the village to investigate the case. 

“The team took samples of water and 
stones to find out if there is radiation,” 
said Jahlan. “The team told us there is 
no radiation, and if there were pollution 
in the cistern, leeches would not be 
found alive in it.” 

Considering the water problem, 
Jahlan said that the government 
provided the people with a clean water 
project that will help people to stop 
using the dirty water in the cistern.

The National Cancer Combating 
Foundation (NCCF) learned about the 
case only last month after Al-Saeeda 
Television Channel televised a report 
about the village. Up to now they have 
not provided anything to patients’ 
families.

“Our duty is to sound the alarm 
of danger and educate people on 
the aftermath of this danger,” said 
the director of the NCCF, Ali Al-
Khawlani.

He said that they sent a team to the 
village composed of health officials, 
specialized doctors and an engineer 
from the National Committee for 
Atomic Energy to investigate the case. 

They have said that they will provide 
what help they can. 

“We are opening the door to patients 
to provide them with the help that we 
can give,” said Al-Khawlani.

Two years ago, the National 
Oncology Center (NOC) paid a field 
visit to the village to investigate the 
case and report on it. The head of NOC, 
Dr. Nadeem Mohammad Saeed, headed 
the team. He said that he wrote a report 
at the time and sent it to the Ministry 
of Health. 

He refused, however, to give the 
Yemen Times a copy of this report or 
to reveal the results of this report, but 
alluded to genetics as being behind 
cancer in the area.

“I submitted the report to the Ministry 
of Health, the government body I 
am dealing with,” said Mohammad 
Saeed. “I visited the area with five 
other people, examined the families, 
and submitted the report to the deputy 
minister of health.”

But he argued that a genetic factor 
is the main reason of the spread of the 
disease, especially colon cancer. “We 
do not have the scientific capabilities 
to know if marriage between relatives 
helps to spread the disease,” he said.

However, no concerned body heard 
about the findings of the report or the 

report itself. “We have to learn about 
the results of the report and must be 
informed on the results to understand 
this mystery,” said the director of Yarim 
District, Abdoh Jahlan.

The Director of the Health Office 
in Ibb, Abdul-Malik Al-Sana’ani, who 
represents the Ministry of Health in the 
governorate, does not himself have any 
idea about the visit and the report. “If 
there is a report, we have to get a copy 
of it and its results so that we can fulfill 
our duties,” said Al-Sana’ani, arguing 
that this situation needs everyone’s 
cooperation and the integrated work of 
all concerned bodies.

Not radioactive pollution

The National Committee for Atomic 
Energy (NCAE) affirmed that the 
village is free of radiation. 

“The report made by the committee 
on the village shows that there is no 
radiation pollution in the area,” said 
Dr. Ibrahim Abboud, the director of the 
General Secretary of the NCAE, who 
received the report from the technician 
who visited the area.

The most common type of cancer in 
the area is colon cancer. Most of the Al-
Abyadh family, which has the greatest 
number of cancer cases, died from 
colon cancer. Liver cancer, brain cancer 
and breast cancer are the most common 
types of cancer in Yemen.

Cancer kills Yemeni families in Yarim

Mawa village in Yarim district, Ibb governorate

The land Abdul-Ghani’s father sold for the treatment against cancer for him 

and his family. It is used for growing potatoes. Cheers,

The cistern of dirty water. Many people doubt it has any relation to the 

spread of cancer in Mawa.

Abdul-Ghani Al-Abyadh, colon cancer patient.



26 July, 2010 13 Advertisement



26 July, 2010 Culture14

Book binding, a vanishing handcraft

By: Malak Shaher 

“I
f you see a beautiful 

girl in the morning be-

fore any other thing, 

you will have bad luck. 

In Taiz, we believe that 

seeing an ape is better than seeing a 

beautiful lady,” Mahmoud Ali, 38, told 

the Yemen Times.

In Yemen, people believe in things 

that cannot be explained by common 

sense or by science. Seeing a black 

cat or a black dog means the same for 

people all over Yemen, including Taiz. 

They believe that their day will not pass 

smoothly.

Almost all Yemenis, especially the 

old ones, associate bad luck with mag-

ic. If a girl is divorced many times, her 

mother interprets this by saying that her 

daughter has been affected by magic or 

by the evil eye.

“This is the third time that my daugh-

ter has divorced. She is beautiful and 

should not be divorced at her young 

age. Someone must have put a evil eye 

on her or maybe she is under a spell,” 

said Fatima Ali.

Almost all those who believe in su-

perstitions are older people. The daugh-

ter, who has been divorced three times, 

does not believe in this and said that it 

was her destiny to divorce three times.

“We just did not get along with each 

other and that is the story. The evil eye 

or magic has nothing to do with me get-

ting divorced three times,” Ruba said.

As Yemenis believe in the evil eye, 

they try their best to discover if they are 

affected by someone of not.

In Sana’a, in the north of Yemen, 

people hold red and white material over 

the head of someone suspected of hav-

ing been affected by the evil eye and 

read verses from the Quran. They then 

burn the material on top of incense. He 

or she stays in the room where they 

walk around and spread the incense 

fumes. If the incense makes a low pop-

ping sound, it means that the person is 

truly affected by the evil eye.

Nevertheless, superstitions in Yemen 

are not just associated with bad luck.

Um Hani said that she can tell if 

someone is to visit her or not. Some-

times, a black flying insect called a 
‘hanthor’ in Yemeni Arabic, comes 

from the window and flies inside the 
house telling her that someone will 

visit her. She said she feels happy if she 

sees the insect.

“If the house is untidy, I get up and 

clean it just in case somebody ap-

pears suddenly,” she explained. “The 

flying black insect is not the only one 
who makes me guess if someone is to 

visit me or not. Sometimes my left foot 

itches and that means that someone is 

to show up for sure.”

“Every time it appears, in minutes or 

no more than a few hours, somebody 

shows up,” explained Um Ali.

The position of shoes when people 

take them off says if someone will 

travel or not.

“If one shoe got above the other 

while taking them off, it means you will 

travel,” said Marwan Saleh.

In Yemen, not only can insects or the 

position of inanimate things predict the 

future, but people also believe in their 

bodily instincts too. They also believe 

that they can tell if things are happen-

ing behind their back.

It is common for example in Dhamar, 

in the north of Yemen, that if someone 

bites his tongue by accident, it means 

somebody is talking behind his back 

maliciously.

Hands can foresee the future too. But 

the two hands do not indicate the same 

thing. When the right hand itches, they 

expect to spend money. However, when 

the left hand itches they expect to re-

ceive money. 

Eyes are predictive too. If the upper 

eyelid of a Yemeni person flickers, it 
says that he is to see somebody dear 

to his heart. However, flickering in the 
lower eyelid indicates that he will cry.

If an eyelash falls on someone’s 

cheek, they ask you to make a wish and 

ask you to guess where the eyelash is. If 

you can tell, your wish may come true.

In order not to be accused of 

affecting someone with the evil 

eye, one should say “ma sha 

Allah” for something he or she 

likes. “Ma sha Allah” means that 

whatever this person likes is what 

God wants.

4U

By: Alexandra Sandels

Menassat

 

N
aqa Tube translates into 

“pure” tube and runs un-

der the slogan, “Partici-

pate with us in a clean 

website.” It offers a col-

lection of edited and “clean” clips from 

the original You Tube. Site visitors are 

presented with a wide array of footage 

of discussion forums and meetings with 

Islamic clerics and scholars, among 

other religious-related topics. 

According to the Saudi-based English 

daily Arab News, Naqa Tube blocks all 

videos perceived negative towards to 

the “Kingdom’s government, scholars 

and citizens.” 

This includes music and videos that 

have women in them. 

Naqa Tube moderator Abu Ibraheem 

says the site has received between 

5,000 to 6,000 visitors since its official 
launching in June. 

In the past months, a special squad 

known as the “Saudi flagger campaign” 

has been scanning You Tube for videos 

deemed offensive to the kingdom. Once 

a clip depicting inappropriate material 

is found, the task force flags the video 
and requests the site’s administrator to 

take it off the site.  

The campaign proved unpopular in 

liberal Saudi blogging circles.

“First, what is an offending video? 

What are the criteria for such thing? I 

mean, what is offending to you can be 

quite harmless to me, right? So who gets 

to decide which videos are offending? 

Second, YouTube is already heavily 

censored by CITC [Communications & 

Information Technology Commission]. 

Do we need another layer of censor-

ship?” wrote Saudi blogger Saudijeans 

in a blogpost criticizing the Saudi flag-

ging campaign. 

As a counterpunch to the You Tube 

flagging campaign, Saudi Jeans sar-
castically suggested the launching of 

“Saudi Unflagger.” 
Saudi Arabia is one of the leading In-

ternet censors in the Middle East, with 

an estimated hundreds of thousands of 

sites blocked.

The kingdom’s CITC blocks broad 

swaths of the Web, from sites contain-

ing porn or “immoral” content to po-

litical opposition sites and gambling 

forums, through the use of software. 

Saudijeans expressed concern over 

increased web censorship through the 

flagging campaign. 
“I think that organizing a campaign 

for such purpose is a just a waste of 

time and effort. What is worse, it is 

enforcing yet another form of censor-

ship and that is the last thing we need. 

CITC is already doing a great job at it 

that I find myself occasionally amazed 
by how dedicated they are to this job,” 

he wrote.

Meet ‘Naqa’ Tube: Saudi Arabia’s purified You Tube
In its latest bid to protect religious virtue and cultural morals on the 

Internet, Saudi Arabia has introduced its own “clean” alternative to 

the leading video-sharing site You Tube. Naqa Tube, billed as “the 
pure You Tube”, censors all video material deemed harmful towards 
the national authorities and Saudi citizens, including music videos 

and footage depicting women.

A beautiful girl in the 
morning! God forbid 
anything bad happens 
today!

By: Saddam Al-Ashmori

For the Yemen Times

F
or the book binders in the 

old city of Sana’a, the 

month of Sha’ban run-

ning up to the holy month 

of Ramadan is especially 

important. It is the beginning of a 

three-month peak season for the crafts-

men, in a time when modern binders 

and computers are serious competi-

tion. Books brought to be bound are 

usually copies of the Quran.

Like many other Yemeni traditional 

handcrafts, book binding is a trade 

struggling for its survival. It is almost 

dying, according to the artisans who 

claim that this handcraft is the only 

income they have.

Hibaka, as the craft is known in Suq 

Al-Milh in the old city of Sana’a, is 

binding books to preserve them. But 

nowadays, the handcraft has become 

limited to binding the Holy Quran. 

Most clients bring with them at least 

one copy of the Holy Quran, they say.

There used to be 13 handlers next to 

each other, forming what was known 

as Suq Al-Habbakayn, north east of the 

Great Mosque at the western entrance 

to Suq Al-Milh. Today, there are only 

five of them according to Hisham Al-
Siraji, who has been working in the 

trade for 11 years.

Al-Siraji thinks that the decrease 

in handlers is caused by the fact that 

those with knowledge of the trade do 

not pass it on to their sons so that one 

of them can take his place. People to-

day have stopped binding their books 

the old way, and instead prefer to bind 

their books using an automatic binding 

machine.

The professional binder, however, 

said that he considered binding a book 

by hand to reach perfection is an art 

more powerful than any automatic 

binding.

Abdulmuhsen Al-Dailami, who has 

been binding books the old way for 15 

years, learned the secrets of the trade 

from his father. He thinks that the rea-

son behind the decrease of those spe-

cialized in the trade is caused by the 

negligence of the authorities towards 

this handcraft. In addition, the price 

of leather with which they bind books 

has increased and people have stopped 

binding their books as they used to do.

Al-Dailami said that the skill is used 

to preserve and maintain books, com-

mercial records, old contracts, and 

scripts.

“The months of Sha’ban, Rama-

dan, and Shawwal are our season. I do 

around 50 books a month, it depends,” 

Hashim said, who says that the kind of 

binding can be either regular or sophis-

ticated.

The sophisticated type of binding 

is to bind the whole book with leather 

which should preserve it for 150 years, 

he said. Customers can customize their 

book by ordering it to be inscribed or 

painted with “golden water.”

Al-Dailami added that there are a 

variety of binding methods, such as 

binding the book from one side only. 

This type is common for it is cheap 

and keeps the book preserved for 10 

years.

Another method includes adding a 

lock on the book to close it with, or 

adding an ‘ashar’ or ribbon as a page 

marker, according to Al-Dailami.

Abdulmuhsen mentioned another 

type that is framing or ‘al-baraweez’ 

which is a beautifying touch for the 

book. It is done by putting a piece 

of cloth or hard paper under certain 

places of the leather, as Al-Dailami 

explained.

Binding books was very difficult in 
the old days, and it cost more money 

and took more time than it does nowa-

days, according to Al-Siraji.

“Back then, we used to bind books 

by gathering every 20 pages aside, 

then gather the whole book with a 

piece of cloth and sew the book back 

again. Then, we cover it with the 

leather which is the final stage, glue 
the leather on, hold it with steel grips, 

hold it with wooden grips, and put it 

under the sun for four to five days,” 
explained Abdulmuhsen.

They use a steel grip that holds the 

book to complete the binding with 

knives and scissors, and a wooden grip 

to hold the book while it’s under the 

sun to dry.

Foad Taher, 20, inherited the craft of book binding from his father and grand-

father

Like many other Yemeni traditional handcrafts, book binding is a trade strug-

gling for its survival

Traditional book binding method includes adding a lock on the book to close 

it with, or adding an ‘ashar’ or ribbon as a page marker

By: Nabil Al- Qanes

By: Nabil Al- Qanes

Do not look at a beautiful girl in the morning Smoke goes 
up! You have 
an evil eye on 
you! Take this 
and follow my 
instroctions!



 � Gamal, bachelor degree in 

English, diploma of Computer 

Secretary, diploma of mar-

keting, looking for job in any 

company in the field of the 

specialization

     to Contact: 777004207

 � Bsc Civi Engineer, having a 

work Experience (15 years in 

yemen + 14 years in UAE 

Dubai) Contract / consultant 

Manager 

      to Contact:

      E-mail: mam_akar@yahoo. com

 � Experience in public relation, 

marketing, commercial cor-

respondence. and business 

development. fluent in eng-

lish and two other languages.

      to Contact: 735830525

 � Bachelor degree in English 

language university of Aden 

very good English languag 

and good computer skills.

I want to work in any com-

pany or any field.

     To Contact:  712705697

 � Mohaned Ali Mashhoor, 

Bachelor degree in 

Electronics& 

Communication - Aden 

University

Experience in Configuring 

and maintaining networks 

CCNA certified), Computer     

maintenance(A+), (GIS), and 

other    

telecom and computer skills.

FLuent in Both Arabic & 

English Languages

To Contact:  711167248

JUSTMAMJ@GMAIL.COM

 � Nadia Mukhtar, single, native 

Indian, obtained English and 

secretary diploma with excel-

lent grade, experienced in 

graphics, translation, com-

mercial correspondence, 

excellent communication 

skills, wants to work in Taiz. 

       To Contact: 771648313

 � Specialist teatcher in Arbic 

language wants to give pri-

vate lessons, For all levels, 

suitable priees

      Please contact No:

    735519454 for who    wish

 � Rajeev Indian nationality, 3 

year diploma applied elec-

tronics engineering and 

another is diploma computer 

Application, 

C,C++,VB,Microsoft word, 

Microsoft excel, Microsoft 

point, Seeking for Job in any 

good company. 

Mobil:714331957.

Email:Rajeev5y@yahoo.com

 � Abu Taha, B.A English and 

diploma of computer excel-

lent, knowledge in business 

correspondence. Good writ-

ten and oral communication 

and public relation abilities. 

      To Contact: 770 572 841

 � Bachelor degree in transla-

tion, Sana'a University, expe-

rience in Commercial corre-

spondence and administration 

affairs  for more three years. 

Wants to work in Oil compa-

ny or organization, Embassy 

or Commercial Company. 

      To Contact: 777 991 248

 � Captain Imad Hasan, 

Physiotherapist, Will come to 

your home, Tel: 733186160   

 � Female, High School gradu-

ate proficient in English

      To contaer:734522225

 � Nanny proficient in English

      To contaer:734522225

 � Flat for lease as an office in  

modern comerical building 

behind the central bank.

      To contaet:771148787

 � For rent no less the\an one 

year a deluxe apartment 2 

sleep rooms - 2bathrooms - 

saloon - majless - big Kitchen 

with all equipment 

location:Libyan City 

Madhbah Circle, near 

Alayman University.. price 

450 Dollar

     To Contact: 735870069

 � Home furniture for sale

      To Contact:734522225

 � Prado 2004  very clean, 

Engine Excellent, onle 72,500 

Km, asking $20,000

      To Contact: 777419448

 � Because of travel, foreign 

citizen wish to sell his home 

furniture

      To Contact:735171616

 � DENTAL CLINIC, 2 dental 

chairs-X-rays

     To Contact: 770077628

 � TOYOTA Eco 2004 model 

for sale silver color in a very 

good condition price 4500$ 

      Please contact: 735530031

 � TOSHIBA Laptop "satellite 

L505-5590 

- Genuine windows 7 Home 

premium 64-bit

- Intel core 2 Duo processer 

T6600

- 2.2GHz, 800MHz, 

- Memory 4GB 

- Hard Disk 320GB

- LCD15.6 inches

      To contact:735368090

 � VILLA for sale in Youth and 

sport city _ Bait bous free 

land of 12 lebna 3flts with 

basement       

      To contact: 733700040
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Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire 

Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 

118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, 

Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-

City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication 

325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, Tourism 254032, 

TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-

Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline                278668/283082 

Egypt Air                              273452/275061

Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank    Tel.967-1-260823 Fax:260824 

-  02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

  
Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain

  Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350 

Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank          274314/1

Yemen Commercial  Bank         Tel:  01 277224        

                                                Fax: 277291 

International Bank of Yemen     Tel: 01 407030

Arab Bank                                Tel: 01 276585/2

CAC Bank                               Tel: 01 563813  
        

CAR RENTAL

Budget    Tel: 01 309618 / 506372   Fax: 01240958

Europe Car              Tel: 01 270751  Fax: 01 270804

CAR SHOWROOMS 

& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI     267791

MERCEDES-BENZ  01 - 330080

NISSAN       Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 

OPEL / GM     203075

SUZUKI                02 - 346000

TOYOTA                445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 

AND INSTITUTES
 

Computer Education     Aden: 02-237199

Infinit Education               Tel:444553

NIIT Quality_ 

 Computer Education   Tel. 445518/7-442073                       

 British Institute for languages & Computer 

                                       Tel: 266222-Fax: 514755

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170  -  Aden 02 245 626

Hodiadh  03 226 975  -  Taiz   04 205 780

 FREIGHT 

T FORWARDERS 

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services

Tel: 01 531221/531231

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders   407905

World Link  Tel: 01 444550/441935

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital      Tel. 600000/602008 

E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com     Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital       Tel: 01 274286/87

Hadda Hospital               Tel: 01 412981  

Al-Thawra Hospital         Tel: 01 246967/66

HOTELS

Versailles Hotel   Tel: 01 425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel    Tel:  01 237500

Movenpick Hotel  Tel: 01 546666  Fax: 01 546000

Sheba Hotel  Tel: 01 272372

Relax-Inn Hotel   Tel: 01 449871

 

INSURANCE COMPANIES

UNITED INSURANCE  Tel: 01/555 555
                                       Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 

 Sana’a   272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476

 Taiz  250029                Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13

                                    Aden: 255668                                     

                                    Taiz:240927/34

                                    Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 

5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company 

Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,      Aden: 247617   

Taiz: 250345,             Mukalla: 304292,              

Hodeidah:   261839/17

RESTAURANT  

Al-shaibani restaurants super deluxe 

 Tel: 266375 - 505290             Fax:267619

SCHOOLS

Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 

Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225

Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 

                                              Fax  370193

International Turkish Schools  Sana'a       448258/9

        Taiz       205593 

                   

Al-Majd Yemen School            Tel: 206159

Supermarket
 

AL-JANDUL Supermarket.  Tel: 01-422610

Translations
 

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-

French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- 

Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.

                          Tel: 01-240515

 TRAVEL
 

Sky for Travel &    Tel: 01-535080/83                                                        

Tourism                        02-221270

Falcon Holidays      Tel: 444118 

Al-Nasim Travel      Tel: 270750

Universal Business Travel Center   Tel: 441158/9/60

UNIVERSITIES            

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      

Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science

                       Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

                       Aden: 234533 / 234960 

Queen Arwa University        Tel:  449971/2

Sana’a University                 Tel:  250553/4/5

Alandalus University   Tel:675567, Fax:675885

همةأرقــام
م

To particepate 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

Products and Services

Protective Packing

Air, Sea and overland transportation 

(General, restricted cargoes, live 

animals, human remains, project 

cargoes, etc.)

International Door-to-Door services.

Customs Clearance (all points of 

entry).

Chartered lights\vessels services.
In/Out Door storages.

Licenses and other legal documen-

tation services

Trucking & Shifting Services.

Purchasing and procurement

Contact Address:   

Tel: - 967 1 440166 – 440170 

Fax:- 440232

Sana’a Republic of Yemen

WWW. GRIFFINGROUP.COM

company profile

Trans Global Logistics 

& Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer

•  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.

•  Packing/Land Transportation.

•  International door to door services.

•  Warehousing /Logistical planning.

•  Customs clearance/Local  

   Visa/Documentation handling.

•  Real Estate Services.

•  Ticking Reservations & General  

   Tourism Services.

•  Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460

Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of 

Yemen

Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website:www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI TO HODEIDAH 
AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.
OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS CLEARANCE, 
LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR SERVICES, PACKING 
& WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING 
OF EXEMPTION/EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER AIRCRAFT. 
DAILY TRUCKING SERVICES TO BALHAF

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-440639  
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM /INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

For Sale   Required  Available For Lease  For Hire/Rent    Job 

R e q u i re   Situation Vacant   Others

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 
268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

Abu Sulaiman Al-Fakih bureau is pleased to announce the 

following services:

1- Coordinating study in Germany.

2- Provision of health insurance for travelers to the European 

Union.

3- Hotel bookings in all countries.

4- Medical checkup and treatment reservations in Germany.

For inquiries contact 01 - 514417 or cell: 714141014 

Email: info@asf-ye.com  

or visit our office in Sana’a, Hadda road near Al-Kurami for exchange.

Abo Sulaiman Al-Fakih for Trading, 

Service, real Estate & Construction ltd.

 Classifieds

إعاناتكم
 يرجى التواصل مع 

قسم اإعانات 
والتسويق على 

268661-510306



Yemen’s first and  most widely-read

English-language newspaperw
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S
ara Mohammad Mo’ath, 

24, is one of 5 trainees 

who came from Aden 

governorate and are now 

among the 24 trainees at the 

Siraj Foundation

She said that her first day as a trainee 
let her discover how to know who she 

is, what  her potential was, and how to 

use it to benefit her society.
 Last Saturday, a training course for 

24 young people coming from Aden, 
Abyan, Sana’a and Ibb was conducted 
in Sana’a to help empower youth. It 
was organized by the Siraj Project for 
Youth Leadership and Development.

 The Siraj Foundation arranged the 

training course in life skills for youth 
and organizations working with youth. 
It is to last four days and intends to build 
the participants’ life skills, discover 

their potentials and assist them in doing 

projects helping their society.
 The Siraj Foundation funded by 

USAID is concerned with enabling 
youth and helping societies in five 
countries: Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan, 
Palestine and Yemen. Ifticar Hatem Al-
Shameri, manager of the Siraj office 
in Yemen, said that the program runs 

in cooperation with the Life Makers 

Foundation and Tawteen Human 
Development under the patronage of the 

Youth and Sports Ministry. It conducts 
training programs to empower youth 
and provide them with life skills.

 She explained that the Siraj 

Foundation’s projects and programs 

are carried out with the help of these 

two foundations which provide it with 

young people to be trained.
 The 12 girls and 12 boys will group 

themselves into four groups and each 

group will come up with an idea of a 

project to help their society. The four 
projects will be funded by the Siraj 

Foundation.
 Save the Children’s Youth 

Empowerment Project (YEP) and 
the Shawthab Foundation funded 

by USAID conducted an awareness 
campaign in Sana’a. The 6 day 
campaign launched on Saturday 24 
July aims to raise youth awareness on 
the dangers of chewing qat, smoking 

and taking drugs. It targets male and 
female youth between the ages of 14 
and 24. “The campaign targets the least 
lucky youth such as the poor and the 
marginalized people, the dark skinned 

minority in Yemen,” said Fatima Al-
Ajel, communication and advocacy 
officer at Save the Children.

 Save the Children works in 

partnership with the Ministry of Sport 
and Youth. They aim towards the 
protection, fulfillment and respect for 
all young people’s rights, and for their 
participation in decisions that affect 

their lives.

 This campaign is part of the summer 

activities organized by Save the 
Children and its partners in Sana’a and 

Ibb. It includes many events such as 
arranging workshops, training courses 

in life skills, and training the trainer 

(TOT) activities. The campaign’s 
programs include distributing posters 

and brochures.
 Marwan Al-Shabani, coordinator 

of the YEP project in Sana’a and Ibb 
emphasized the importance of such 

events that target vulnerable youth.
 “These activities aim to empower 

vulnerable youth through building their 
capacity and raising their awareness in 
these issues, especially as they are the 
most involved people in such issues,” 
Al-Shabani said.

 “The YEP project will also fund 15 
youth organizations which are YEP 
partners in Sana’a and Ibb. 17 small 
projects will be implemented by youth 
for three months,” he added.

Youth empowered through capacity 

building and volunteer work
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