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Merry Christmas
Yemen & Saudi Arabia: 

Still Unable to Be Good Neighbors?
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hussain Al- 
Ahmar, Yemen’s trouble-shooter 
with Saudi Arabia, is concluding 
a visit to Riyadh at the head of a 
senior Yemeni delegation which 
is trying to talk to Saudi officials 
on the recent border encroach­
ments. The situation at the 
border, especially at the point 
where Yemen, Oman and Saudi 
Arabia, is especially tense. 
Rumors in Yemen as it that a 
confrontation between an 
encroaching Saudi contingent 
and Yemeni forces has left many 
casualties. The Saudis say these 
are not their regular armies, but 
nomadic civilians who keep 
moving from one location to

another. Many of these are newly 
"naturalized" Saudi citizens.
Yemen and Saudi Arabia, signed 
ten months ago a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) to 
discuss the border issue.
"Saudi Arabia would just not let 
up,” said a senior member of the 
Abdulghani government showing 
disappointment at continued 
Saudi pressure on Yemen. “We 
gave them all that they had 
asked. We gave up the Asir, 
Najran, Jaizan areas. We allowed 
the penetration of their products 
into Yemen. We rehabilitated 
their friends (sheikhs). What else 
do they want?”

Yemeni Qataris Send Appeal
A group of Qataris of Yemeni origin are 
in trouble. These are about a hundred and 
fifty adults and their families (about a 
thousand in total), who have been natural­
ized as Qatans under false names.
“When we first came, that was some half 
a century ago, we settled here and found 
jobs. Then we brought in our nephews 
and cousins, as our children. They are our 
children, but of course, their names are 
different,” explained one old man.
As the ‘adopted’ children grew up as 
Qatari citizens and started their own 
families, the false names became a 
problem. Many of them went to the 
authorities in search of a correction. As 
this happened, the authorities withdrew 
the Qatari passports, sacked them from 
their jobs, if these were ‘sensitive’, and 
re-structured their salaries and other 

benefits, treating them now as foreigners.
Although our beloved Emir (ruler of 

Qatar) has given instructions to ease off, 
we are still troubled. We need to regain 
our Qatari passports and identity and 
return to normal life,” pleaded another.
Most of these individuals have lived in 
Qatar for several decades. Their children 
were all born there.
They have asked the Yemen Times to 
plead on their behalf with the Emir of 
Qatar and President Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
to find a solution. They would like to hold 
the dual nationality of Qatar and Yemen, 
as the laws in both countries allow such 
an arrangement. Most of these individuals 
have a clean criminal record and engage 
in all sort of productive activities.
Today, there are more than 25,000 Qataris 
of Yemeni origin.

PSO Trouble, Again and Again!
The Political Security Office (PSO) was in 
action last week, again against the Yemen 
Times. The PSO airport office stopped Dr. 
Abdulaziz. Al-Saqqaf, Chief Editor of the 
newspaper, as he flew in from Qatar at 
midnight on Thursday (14/12/1995).
"At first, I thought they were still holding 
a grudge from my participation in the 
SOAS, London University conference held 
last month. Then one of the officers, while 
going through my bag piece by piece, 
spilled the beans. 'So, you want us to be 
friends with the Israelis, ha?' he said. Then 

I realized the PSO's grudge has to do with 
my editorial last week, in which I urged 
the Yemeni Government to take an active 
and open role in contributing to the peace 
process,” he said
After a humiliating baggage search, the 
PSO then confiscated the editor’s ordinary 
passport, which it still keeps to-date.
This behavior is illegal and unconstitu­
tional. The PSO increasingly infringes on 
the rights of Yemeni citizens and it inter­
feres in everything, including foreign 
policy, as in this case. When will this end?
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The Brain Drain:
Proof of Yemen's Bad Times!

Yemen is probably among the lowest countries in the world in 
terms of qualified manpower. Yet, Yemen is rapidly losing its top 
cream of skilled personnel. It is a horrendous flow of brain drain. 
Whatever the indicators, whatever the testimony and support of 
our friends, this outflow of all kinds of manpower, notably the 
skilled group, is telling a sad story of bad government. As the 
saying goes, “People are voting with their feet. They are leaving 
the country.”
I have always known that the system of Yemen is not hospitable 
to the well-educated. It is a fact that the people who feel most at 
home in Yemen are the sheikhs and their tribesmen. The lawyers, 
engineers, physicians, PhDs, journalists, accountants, and other 
professionals are in a constant search for a home elsewhere in the 
world. With this happening, no one can convincingly tell me that 
we have a good government in Yemen.
The point was brought home to me last week in Qatar. I met there 
some of the pilots flying the planes of Qatar Airways. They were 
Yemenis. Instead of looking back to Yemen, they were working 
on settling in, for good if possible. Some two dozen Yemeni phy- 
sicans have set up shop in the United Arab Emirates, this year 
alone. Some forty university professors have left Yemen this year 
and are teaching in universities in different countries ranging 
from Malaysia, to the UAE, to Jordan, and even to Libya.
Why are all these top-level Yemeni professional leaving the 
country. Part of the reason is economics. Yemen does not reward 
knowledge and skilled work well. You can see a local junior 
sheikh spending daily on qat for him and his entourage what is 
equal to the monthly salary of an engineer. Mind you, the 
engineer puts in a lot of work, and it is hard to say what kind of 
fruitful work the sheikh does.
Many Yemenis discuss what possibilities exist for emigrating. It 
is a frequent issue in qat sessions. Proof for demand for emigra­
tion exists in the many companies that have set up shop in 
Yemen, and which propose to process immigration paperwork. 
The preferred destinations are Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
and of course, the USA. Some are even contemplating Latin 
American countries.
The bungled-up foreign policies of Yemen have added insult to 
injury to the educated class. Not only is life hard in Yemen, now 
Yemenis are not as welcome as they used to be in the rest of the 
world. This is clear from the difficulties involved in obtaining a 
travel visa, and in processing immigration papers.
One of the main issues is the association of Yemen with Islamic 
radical elements such as the jihad. Most people agree Yemen 
served as a transfer point. Some would even go further and say 
that Yemen served as a training camp for Islamic fundamentalist 
elements which seek to rock the boat of the New World Order.
Over the last four years alone. Yemen may have lost several 
thousand of its highly educated civilian class. This is a real vote 
on the conditions in Yemen. It is a statement on the way the 
regime treats the educated of the country.
Then some super official tells us that Yemen is heaven. Senior 
officials keep repeating that the good times are. or at least that 
they are coming. Who will you believe? The officials or the 
citizens who are leaving the boat.
By the way, there are flocks of unskilled 
and semi-skilled Yemenis who are banging 
the doors of embassies in search of visas to 
go abroad to work.
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Is There a Deal or Not?
It is common knowledge that the 
three-month period stipulated in 
the Yemen’s Gas Deal with 
TOTAL expires this week. The 
agreement had left the door open 
for Hunt, Exxon and the Korean 
Group who hold the oil conces­
sion to the exploitation at Marib/ 
Al-Jawf bloc, to jump in. 
Towards that end. Mr. Ray Hunt 
has been in town for almost a 
week now.
As this paper went to print, a deal 
was not yet reached.

Yemeni-Indonesian 
Memo Signed

Yemen and Indonesia signed on 
Saturday, December 16th, a 
memorandum to foster trade and 
joint investments. The memo, 
called the Technical and 
Economic Cooperation Memo, is 
expected to encourage Indo­
nesian investments in the Aden 
Free Zone.
Mr. Abdul-Qader Ba-Jammal, 
Minister of Planning and Devel­
opment and Chairman of the 
Free Zones Authority, who 
signed the memo on behalf of 
Yemen, is presently on a tour of 
southeast Asia to present 
Yemen's plans for the Aden Free 
Zone and to invite investors, 
especially those of Yemeni 
extract.
In Singapore, Mr. Ba-Jammal 
was briefed on the system of the 
harbor, and how Yemen can 
benefit from that experience.
At another level, senior officials 
of the Aden Free Zone is pres­
ently on a visit to Jabal Ali, 
Dubai's free zone. There too, the 
Yemeni officials are trying to 
learn from the experience.

“Yemen’s Natural 
Place is in the GCC”

President Ali Abdullah Saleh, in 
yet another appeal to the Gulf 
countries, said “The natural place 
of Yemen is with the GCC. If 
they ask us to join, we will gladly 
join in.” he said.
In an interview with the Saudi 
newspaper. Okaz, President 
Saleh indicated that “Yemenis 
now live in harmony and recon- 
ciliation.” The Yemeni leader also 
indicated that Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia were working closely to 
resolve their differences and that 
the joint committees were doing 
a superb job.

Fire Destroys the Aden 
International Exhibition
On Wednesday, December 13th. 
a major fire destroyed a good part 
of the Aden International Exhibi­
tion. Government investigators 
could not arrest any body in 
conjunction with the fire, nor 
could they pin down or specify 
the cause of it.
There were reports of lives lost in 
the fire, although the loss in 
property was estimated at more 
than YR 10 million.

1996 Declared as
Year of the Archives

The National Center for Doc­
umentation concluded last week 
its three-day seminar on the 
Systems of Paper-Processing and 
Archiving". Representatives from 
various international agencies par­
ticipated in the seminar.
At the end of the seminar, Qadhi 
Ali Abul-Rijal. Chairman of the 
Center, announced the decision 
of the seminar to consider 1996 
as the Year of the Archives.

Education Ministry 
Announces Vacancies

for Teachers for 1995/96
Believe it or not. The Ministry of 
Education announced last week 
that it has vacancies for teachers 
in the 1995/96 school year.

Final Program for Media Seminar in Yemen
The final program for the UN/UNESCO sponsored 
and organized “Seminar on Promoting Inde­
pendent and Pluralistic Arab Media” scheduled to 
be held in Sanaa during 7-11/1/1995 is now ready. 
According to the program, the seminar will be 
launched by an opening ceremony in which repre­
sentatives of the Yemeni government, the UN, and 
the UNESCO will address the audience. They will 
be followed by a representative of the Arab media 
who will give the keynote address, the seminar’s 
first substance speech.
The first working session will start in the after­
noon under the theme “The Situation of the Media 
in the Arab World: The Issue of Independence and 
Pluralism”. From there on, the seminar will take 
the shape of paper presentations in the mornings, 
and working groups in the afternoons.
The morning session of the next day will address 
the theme of “Public Service Media”. The working 
groups in the afternoon will be on “Women and 
the Media”, and “Monitoring of Press Freedom”.
The third day will address legal and political 
aspects in free and pluralistic media. The issue of 
press censorship will weigh heavily on this day. 
The afternoon workshops will deal with strength­
ening of professional organizations and training.
The training dimension will also take up the next

day, while Thursday (January 11th) will be 
devoted to the final report and declaration of the 
seminar.
Some 150 media personalities representing all the 
Arab countries and the relevant international 
organizations will attend the seminar, which will 
be held at Haddah Hotel. In addition, key and 
effective international organizations such as 
Article XIX, Committee to Protect Journalists, 
FIEJ, Amnesty International, and others will send 
representatives.
“The choice of Sanaa as the meeting place for this 
important media event comes to underline the 
world community’s support for Yemen’s efforts in 
working towards an open and free press. I hope 
that the Arab media will use this seminar to 
overcome the obstacles that hamper freedom of 
the press in the Arab World,” said Nejib Friji, 
Head of UNIC and the official spokesman for the 
Seminar. He also said that the caliber of the par- 
ticipants gives hope that something tangible will 
come out of this seminar.
The seminar will lead to the Sanaa Declaration 
which will outline the participants' planned course 
of action as well as what the UN and UNESCO are 
willing and able to do in support of a free and plu­
ralistic Arab media.

SAMAH 
SEIYUN HOTEL

The ancient vision of a legendary green 
paradise blooming in the midst of desert waste­

land is still the popular image of Wadi Hadhramaut to
this day. In the middle of this valley, in the beautiful old 

town of Seiyun, visitors will now find a perfect get away 
for rest and relaxation:

The SAMAH SEIYUN HOTEL.
The Samah Seiyun Hotel (constructed in the very style 
of Hadhramaut) offers 51 comfortable rooms and 4 
Deluxe Rooms with individually controlled air conditioning 
in each room, attached bathrooms with full conveniences. 
Once you are in the hotel, you are really sleeping in the old city 
of Shibam.
Facilities such as direct dial telephones, satellite colour television, 
in-house video movies and minibar are all available.
Breakfast and other meals are served in a pleasant dinning room 
while snacks and refreshments can be enjoyed at the poolside bar. 
The hotel can also provide banquet facilities for up to 100 persons. 
To take care of important business needs, a business area offers a 
variety of facilities from conference rooms to a fully equipped 
business corner with telex, telefax, word processor and photocopying 
machine, etc.
For exercise, there is a fully equipped healthclub and a swimming 
pool.

WHETHER YOU ARE STAYING FOR 
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE, THIS WELL 
EQUIPPED HOTEL OFFERS YOU ALL YOU 
MIGHT NEED TO MAKE YOUR STAY A 
PLEASANT EXPERIENCE.

Tel: 00 967 1 285865/925 or 279235/6 
Fax: 00 967 1 289568
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Tourist Advisor Kim:

"Yemen has the potential for a great tourist industry. 
But it will take some doing.”

Zohng-Chill Kim, came on a short mission as 
Special Advisor for the Republic of Yemen on 
Tourism Policy and Development. He was 
seconded and financed by the government of 
Korea (South or Republic of Korea).
He is the founder, in 1972, of the Korean Folk 
Village (Yong-In) which aimed at conserving/ 
preserving historic, cultural and traditional 
heritage. The idea was to operate a Living Open 
Museum. Mr. Kim is also a former Executive 
Vice President of the Korean National Tourism 
Corporation.
The Republic of Yemen has a significant tourist 
potential which could be used to generate 
income, especially in the form of badly-needed 
foreign exchange. The ancient sites, and the old 
cities such as Sanaa, Sa’adah, Shibam, Seiyoon, 
Tarim and others, hold the prospect to apply 
the concept of Living Open Museum. Hence, the 
handy nature of the expertise of the Korean 
expert.
Once in Sanaa, Zohng-Chill started to work. He 
developed many ideas About what could be 
done and how to go about it. He even worked 
blue-prints for certain projects.
Yemen Times went to speak to Mr. Kim at his 
office in the Ministry of Tourism and Culture. 
He was interviewed by Ismail Al-Ghabri, Sanaa 
Bureau Chief.
Excerpts:

Q: Tourism should logically play a major role in 
Yemen. Yet, we are unable to kick it off. What 
do you think?
A: First of all. I would like to mention that your 
country has thousands of years of history, culture 
and heritage. You have an indigenous character or 
identity. There are many things that evoke awe and 
fascination. Just mention the name of Queen of 
Sheba, the Marib Dam, the Incense Trade Route, 
and the many relics of the past. So the potential is 
there.
Yemen also is well-endowed with geography, good 
climate, a long shoreline, high mountains, deep 
gorges and valleys, and vast deserts. There is 
another potential there.
The handicrafts, the folklore, and the many other

aspects of socio-culture give a romantic notion of 
Yemen. There is more potential there.
What I am saying is that, ‘Yes, Yemen has a great 
attraction as a tourist destination'. But that is not 
enough.
You need the infrastructure - the hotels, the airlines, 
the operators, etc. You also need a system. There 
should be facilities for visa processing, and other 
documents. You also need the overall ambiance. 
People who visit Yemen should feel they are safe, 
and they are welcome.
So it takes a lot to kick off a tourist industry. In my 
opinion, Yemen can do it.
So, tourism means of kindness, hospitality, friend­
liness and services.

Q: What is in it for Yemen? I mean what can 
Yemen expect from the tourist industry in real 
terms?
A: Of course it is not possible to give specific 
numbers before hand. But remember there are coun­
tries which attract millions of tourists every year. If 

Yemen attracts enough tourists, it can generate 
employment, taxes, and revenue.

Q: You are here advising. What exactly do you 
do?
A: Yemen’s tourism organization is a government 
authority. It needs some information on how to 
promote tourism. There are some technical services 
like financial services for tourists, like tour guide 
systems, like advertizing techniques on how to sell 
a tourist destination, etc.
Your country is not well promoted yet to the 
outside world. But before promoting your tourism 
to the world community, it is important to have an 
awareness of the importance of tourism for your 
own people. Because if you don’t have a full appre­
ciation. you will soon stumble over many issues. 
One that keeps coming back is security. Another is 
cultural ‘erosion’.
Tourism is like a great orchestra, which consists of 
many different players. If one person makes 
mistakes, the whole thing is destroyed. Tourism is 
an orchestra which includes people from top man - 
president - to the ordinary person in the streets. 
They all have to support the industry.
So I am here to advise. I ask your officials what is 
the slogan you use? What is the image of Yemen 
you promote? What is the special theme that gives 
your country uniqueness?
Yemen has a mystic value of its own. Its identity is 
like a time capsule which combines the ancient and 
modern. This is a good theme, and we are working 
on it.
People living in big cities like New York, Paris, 
Tokyo, London, Seoul, etc., know modern life and 
they are fed up with it. They want to come back to 
their origin. In a way, Yemen offers that. But you 
have to package it well!

Q: Do you think the investment is there to 
package this product?
A: That is part of the job of the tourist authority. I 
think the money is there, and the willingness to 
invest is there. It takes creating the system and 
ambiance to tie the knot.

Q: Where do you think Yemen’s tourists would 
come from?
A: Of course, you have your traditional markets - 
mainly Europe. Germany, Italy, France, and the

United Kingdom. There are other Western coun­
tries as well.
But then again, you can tap new markets in the Far 
East, notably Japan. There is also Korea. This year, 
some 3 million South Korea will travel abroad.
At the moment, Yemen attracts less than 50,000 
tourists a year. This is nothing. Yemen can easily 
attract ten-fold that number. But it takes some 
doing to tap these markets.

Q: How can Yemen tap those markets?
A: I think the first step is to place Yemen along an 
on-going tourist track. This means you link up with 
other destinations such as the Gulf, Egypt, Jordan, 
East Africa, etc. With time, then you stand as a 
destination by your own right.
But first, a commitment needs to be shown. I 
would like to suggest to your government to make 
tourism as a national strategic industry. Is the will 
there to do this?
Also remember, it is not just a question of 
numbers, it is a question of optimizing. You can 
get a large number, but of very low-spending 
tourists.

Q: What is your assessment of lodging facilities 
(hotels) in Yemen?
A: Hotel accommodation in Yemen is very inad­
equate - both in quality and quantity. Only in the 
main cities does one find good hotels. Even here, 
the quality is way high up, and the majority are 
very poor. There is very little in the middle range. 
In the small villages, which are attractive for 
tourists, lodging is inadequate, if available at all.

Q: What is the main impression you are going 
away with?
A: I would not be surprised if there is a tourist 
boom in Yemen over the next few years. But, I 
want to warn of the need for preserving quality of 
service.
At this time, I would like to quote a statement 
made by former US President Jimmy Carter, who I 
believe, visited your country in 1993. He said, "I 
never saw such a tourist attraction like Yemen.
I think Yemen is an "Open Air Museum" and a fan­
tastic tourist destination.
Every inch of Yemen is a museum. But that is not 
enough to bring tourists. You need to work on it 
and develop the atmosphere to attract the visitors.
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Abubakar Al-Saqqaf Wins Case 
Against Sanaa University

Last week witnessed a landmark 
in Yemen’s evolution towards a 
nation based on civil society. 
Judge Abdul-Malik Al-Jindary, 
presiding over a session of the 
West Sanaa Primary Court, 
announced his verdict in favor of 
Professor Abubakar Al-Saqqaf 
and against Sanaa University.
As the judge summarized the 
long verdict, he stated that the 
administration of Sanaa Uni­
versity had no legal basis for 
firing Professor Al-Saqqaf in 
June 1994. The judge also noted 
that the staff and professors of 
the university were free to 
engage in any political activities 
they choose, and they cannot be 
penalized on that ground. He then 
ordered the university to pay all 
the salaries of the professor since 
June 1994. and to pay all the 
expenses of the lawyers and 
others costs.
A happy Al-Saqqaf spoke to the 
Yemen Times later on. “I am 
very happy with the justice that 
was rendered, and I would like to 
seize this opportunity to thank this 
young judge, Mr. Al-Jindari for 
his courage," he said.
I also would like to express my 
gratitude to my colleagues in the 
Department, the College of Arts, 
and the university as a whole. My 
colleagues actually refused the 
university’s instructions and con­
tinued to enable me to teach. I 
finally would like to thank the 
Sanaa University's Professors’ 
Syndicate which stood by me and 
gave me a loan to keep going." 
he explained.
Speaking about the fallout of the 
case, Abubakar hoped that the 
university administration would 
learn from this case and realize

that the university should abide 
by professional and academic 
rules rather than along political 
favoritism.
In terms of the meaning of all of 
this, he said that the decision is a 
landmark, and it shows there are 
judges, journalists, lawyers, and 
other professionals who are 
willing and able to stand up to 
the excesses of politicians. 
"Unfortunately, however, these 
are individual efforts. They are 
islands which have not, as yet, 
come together to form a larger 
team or entity."
The general public and especially 
the intellectuals were jubilant 
about the verdict.
Dr. Hameed Al-Iryani, a well- 
known businessman and intel­

lectual, said that the decision of 
the university’s administration 
was incorrect to start with. It was 
an effort to get even with Dr. 
Abubakar Al-Saqqaf, given his 
political views. I am happy that 
the legal system has corrected 
this mistake," he said.
Dr. Mohammed Al-Maitami of 
the Center for Research and 
Yemeni Studies added that the 
decision gives hope that some­
thing can be done against the cor­
ruption and excess of the pol­
iticians who have expanded their 
control to include even the uni­
versities. “We need similar bold 
steps. We need people who can 
stand up and say this is wrong, 
even in the face of the highest 
politicians. Only such people can

build a modern Yemeni nation,” 
he said.
Dr. Abdulaziz Tarmoom, Pro­
fessor at the College of 
Economic and Commerce, said 
that all like-minded intellectuals 
who seek to help in Yemen’s 
transformation must join hands in 
supporting any person who is vic­
timized for his ideas or thoughts. 
"We should learn to come to each 
other’s rescue. Otherwise, we 
will all be slaughtered, one at a 
time,” he said.
Dr. Abdullah Al-Maqaleh, Pro­
fessor at the College of Arts and 
Chairman of the Professors' Syn­
dicate, was also joyful of the 
outcome. “I do not agree with 
many things that Dr. Abubakar 
Al-Saqqaf writes. But I am not 
going to stand by and watch him 
being penalized just for that. We 
will support the right of any uni­
versity professor to have his/her 
own thoughts and express them.” 
he said.
Dr. Amin Al-Himyari, Professor 
at the College of Agriculture, 
said that there is reason to cel­
ebrate. "This is an important day 
for freedom of expression and the 
right to have one’s views, irre­
spective of whether the senior 
politicians or the university 
administration like them or not." 
he stated.
Dr. Abdulghani Qassim of the 
College of Education also 
expressed similar sentiments. "It 
is imperative that the university 
professors provide society with a 
role model. Irrespective of our 
divergent political views, we 
should spearhead society’s resis­
tance to the excesses of the pol­
iticians and their preponderant 
dominance,” he said.

Yemen and Eritrea:
Military Confrontation Replaces Dialogue

Last month, Yemen and Eritrea argued over territorial rights as well 
as ownership of three islands - Greater Hunaish, Zuqar and Little 
Hunaish - that lie halfway across the Red Sea, exactly facing 
Yemen’s Khokha coastal village (Please refer to map). The issue 
started as an economic dispute because Yemeni fishermen were 
sprawling the area, and because Yemen was talking to a Western 
company to lease the Greater Hunaish island which was to be trans­
formed into a tourist resort.
As the official Yemeni-Eritrean talks bogged down, Yemen dis­
patched a 
military con­
tingent which 
was stationed on 
the island,
earlier this 
month.
As talks con­
tinued between 
the two sides to 
no avail, and 
given that the 
Yemeni military 
presence was 
seen as a way of 
forcing a 
solution, Eritrea 
responded mil­
itarily.
On Friday 
December 15th, 
Eritrean naval 
forces occupied 
the island and
took in the military contingent as prisoners.
Yemeni officials, embarrassed by the military humiliation, started 
talking about external support for Eritrea in its recapture of the island. 
There were also ominous warnings of a Yemeni paratroop landing to 
recapture the island.
Meanwhile, as the heads were cooling off, direct talks between the 
two sides were resumed on Sunday, and are expected to continue 
through the week.
The Yemeni authorities have been inviting the ambassadors of key 
countries in the world to explain their position, and to warn against 
the potential for escalation of the military confrontation. Neighboring 
countries are also nudged to try to intermediate. Ethiopia is a country 
that is most likely to play a role in bridging the gap between the two 
sides. Egypt is another country that could play a role.
Unless a face-saving solution is found for both sides, the situation 
could quickly get out of hand and degenerate into a full-scale war.

ANNOUNCEMENT
USAID/ROYG 1995 

LONG-TERM ACADEMIC 
SCHOLARSHIP

The United States Agency for International Development and the Republic of Yemen Gov­
ernment are pleased to announce that six long-term academic scholarship for Academic 
Year 1996/1997 will be offered to qualified Yemeni candidates. These scholarships will be 
for Master's degrees only, and are designated for the general areas of management and 
Administration. The scholarship should be in one of the following fields:

1. Public Health Management / Administration
2. Other Public Health Specialties
3. Women in Development
4. Public Policy/Administration
5. Business Administration
6. Educational Administration

Two of the six scholarships will be offered specifically for female candidates only. In 
addition, at least two of the six scholarships must be in health related fields of study.

Interested applicants must meet the following requirements:
1) Proof of English Language ability (550-score on TOEFL exam)
2) 2.5 cumulative grade point average in B. S. / B. A. degree program
3) A minimum of two years of work experience after obtaining their B. S. / B. A. 

degree; female applicants must have two years of work experience
5) Below 45 years of age

Qualified candidates should prepare a file containing the following documents: 
1) Bio-Data Sheet/Resume 
2) Copy of I. D. card 
3) Three certified copies of Bachelor's degree transcript 
4) A minimum of three recent letters of recommendation 
5) TOEFL exam report
6) GRE or GMAT exam score report, or proof that the applicant has registered to 

take the appropriate exam within two months
7) Candidate's statement of objectives
8) Narrative from candidate's place of work to confirm the need of his/her training 

and ensured employment after the completion of his/her Master’s program

Government employees should submit their complete file to the Manpower Sector of the 
Ministry of Civil Service and Administrative Reform. Faculty members from Yemeni uni­
versities should apply through their university’s Department of Higher Studies. Private 
sector applicants should submit their files directly to the Ministry of Planning and Develop­
ment.
All nomination must be received by these institutions no later than January 15, 1996. Under 
no circumstances will nominations be accepted after this deadline.
For further details, please contact the Department of Cultural, Scientific, and Technical 
Cooperation at the Ministry of Planning and Development in Sana’a, Tel: 250101-250105
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Common Sense
By: Hassan Al-Haifi

The New World Order 
Takes a Proper Turn

In the early part of the 19th century, America or the 
United States of America, had just emerged as an 
important power in the Western Hemisphere. Although 
only 1/3 of its present land mass size, yet it had proven 
itself as capable of facing up to three European 
powers, Britain (twice with the American Revolution 
and the War of 1812) France and Spain (War of 1803) 
the European powers continued endlessly to grab off 
colonies wherever they could from each other, or in 
those areas still not colonized. Mr. James Monroe, the 
fifth American President issued what became known 
as the first important American foreign policy declara­
tion. This policy statement was to avoid getting 
embroiled in the continuous inter-European feuds and 
to prevent the feuds from undermining the stability of 
the Western Hemisphere, where a lot of countries have 
relatively been released from European control. The 
Monroe Doctrine was issued about 1820 to prevent 
any further attempts by Europeans to bring their squab­
bles across the Atlantic. On the other hand, it told 
Europeans that they should keep their troubles to them­
selves while the newly emerging countries of the 
Western Hemisphere will keep their troubles to them­
selves.
Of course, such a policy was not exactly adhered to by 
either side, as the Europeans still had colonies in the 
hemisphere, which the US could not help but seek to 
end them. The Spanish American War finished off the 
remaining Spanish control in the Caribbean Sea 
(1898).
The British were allowed to wage their war against 
Argentina over the Falklands in the 1980s. On the 
other hand, the 20th Century saw America or the US 
forced into the Eastern Hemisphere conflicts and it 
also began a course which would lead to an increased 
accumulation of US interests developing there as the 
Twentieth Century progressed. The Second World 
War also saw the first assault against US territory by a 
foreign of power as the Japanese insisted on monop­
olizing military prowess in the largest ocean of the 
world, the Pacific Ocean, could never be challenged by 
any power. Pearl Harbor ended any hope of main­
taining on "isolationist" policy.
Moreover, the world is a lot smaller than it was in the 

19th Century. Thus American presence in international 
affairs became more unavoidable as the 20th century 
progressed.
The involvement became detrimental to the outcome of 
the two world wars and to facing up to the Communist 
threat lead by the former Soviet Union. Moreover, 
under the Cold War power equations, the role of the 
US was as a leader and an initiator of international 
trends. With the Soviet role in international affairs 
evaporated, the US did indeed reach global power 
exclusion. The US became a global super power.
It is hard to say if America had prepared for such a rare 
international situation, as a government or a people, 
but where its interests were at stake, there was little 
hesitation in implementing any action that was nec­
essary to uphold those interests and secure them, by all 
means possible (The Second Gulf War, or Operation 
Desert Shield). On the other hand, should this role also 
be directed towards regulatory activities that may 
portray involvement in situations where American 
interests are the least affected by? This had been the 
dilemma which bothered the minds of the American 
Foreign Policy Makers as the New World Order was 
ushered in. How much should global responsibility be 
stretched in international affairs (See Yemen Times: 
Common Sense Issue Nos. 10 and 11 for 1995: On 
East. West and Global Responsibility).
The recent pivotal American involvement in the 
Balkans is an indication that the Global superpower 
can not be expected to watch if certain situations are 
approaching shear madness, and have gone beyond all 
acceptable human barriers or limits in one way or the 
other. For the United States, such a decisive step in the 
extent of America's role as a global superpower must 
pass through tough hurdles, especially when con­
sidering the strong isolationist inclinations of a large 
segment of the population, if not the majority of the 
population, and where American interests are not at 
issue.
On the other hand, the American involvement had been 
strongly resisted by America's European Allies, for 
reasons that apparently turned out to be a source of 
concern that perhaps the European Allies were not 
really interested in arriving to a quick halt to the bar­

barity that was being unleashed by the Serbs. As it 
turned out, without American involvement to the 
rescue, there is no telling how much madness we might 
have been subjected to viewing and how much 
innocent blood would continue to flow in the gentle 
slopes of a land that should only see peace, since God 
has endowed it with so much beauty. As it turned out 
also, all the warnings against such an involvement 
were false and perhaps intentionally misleading, 
because there were forces in the area who. in fact, 
wanted the Bosnian nightmare to continue, for some 
reason or another.
The American Administration's direct and firm 
decision to participate strongly in the efforts to bring 
peace to Bosnia should really he viewed beyond the 
possible political considerations of the up coming Pres­
idential Elections. In fact, this observer is inclined to 
believe that the risks are there that the impact on the 
election campaign effort could be more negative than 
positive, as the recent Congressional attitude towards 
sanctioning the use of American forces in the Balkans 
plus the very mixed public reactions to such an expedi­
tion seem to show.
For Mr. Clinton, the decision to overrule all the dif­
ficult considerations against US involvement in the 
Balkans, and to insist that a global super power role 
implies regulatory activities to certain extent, must be 
congratulated and acclaimed as a monumental foreign 
policy initiative that reflects a strong sense of con­
science that outweighs political considerations.
Moreover, it is also a reflection of confidence that the 
American people will not fail to understand the 
wisdom behind such a difficult decision in view of the 
humanitarian aspects that have given the Bosnian 
"Civil War", some of the ugliest displays of man's 
inhumanity to man.
One cannot truly say that the agreement, in Dayton 
Ohio reached between the leading players in the 
conflict that smeared the beautiful landscape of 
Bosnia-Herzegovena would be easily implemented, in 
light of the complex nature of some of the procedures 
which are included in it. and the ethnic sensitivities 
that are bound to linger on for many generations to 
come, no matter what kind of agreement is reached, 
but the most important thing for now is to cease the 
carnage and move beyond the map playing by not so 
serious European "peace" negotiators and the delib­
erate stalling of Dr. Boutros Ghalli to take effective 
actions that would indeed bring a halt to the madness. 
If time proves that the Dayton Agreement did not 
work, there is nothing to prevent amendments, as may 
be required. The important thing is that wars of the 
Bosnian type cannot carry on endlessly, while the 
entire world does nothing more than proclaim its 
outrage and sends bandages and dry milk, and prevents 
the victim of a planned genocide from exercising their 
right of self-defense.
In reflecting back to the tragedy in Bosnia, the 
observer cannot fail to admire the courage of the 
Bosnian Muslims - government and people - in facing 
up to the unusual aggression faced and their confidence 
that the conscience of the world will not be content 

with just issuing declarations and sending a couple of 
negotiators to continuously play with the maps on the 
walls of comfortable conference rooms in Geneva or 
London. Nor will the world conscience be stalled while 
Boutros Ghali comes up with the proper decision 
needed to safeguard the UN forces that were suppos­
edly there to avoid the human carnage that was pro­
ceeding under the watchful eyes of UN forces, that 
could do nothing more than tip their blue helmets to 
cover their eyes. Tragedies like Bosnia need effective 
and firm actions that fully underline the message that 
the world community will not allow for men to unleash 
hatred and the thirst for blood to achieve outdated 
nationalist ambitions that seek to glorify a certain 
people at the expense of the annihilation of another 
people.
That kind of nonsense went out a long time ago, when 
ignorance and the ego drove men to unleash the most 
effective killing machines against whole populations 
just so a factory in another country can be fed with the 
raw materials to keep that factory going. As a world 
getting smaller, and as democratic ideals take prec­
edence above all interests, it is pleasant to see the 
United States taking the initiative on deciding the 
proper actions where human morality is at stake. Only 
with the Americans taking the initiative as such will 
the proper international trends be set and will the crim­
inals of the world who possess the tools of statehood 
be forced to realize that human life and moral values 
are not just media slogans thrown to please ignorant 
masses that are indifferent to anything that does not 
affect their own little worlds.
This observer sincerely hopes that American foreign 
policy has truly taken a turn for the better and will now 
cater to a truly strong sense of responsibility that 
comes with the unusual opportunity unequaled in 
history, whereby we have one global superpower with 
men of conscience who hold the reigns of power.
It should not be surprising to see the United States 
continue to deal with its peaceful efforts in the Middle 
East with the same understanding that has dominated 
its efforts in the Balkans, according to which the 
human side of the dispute takes precedent to any other 
consideration and moral questions are not just shoved 
aside.
From the progress made, so far in Syria, it seems that 
President Hafez Al-Assad has seen that the US can be 
made to understand the proper positions that are nec­
essary for a durable peace, in the Middle East or the 
Balkans or any other hot spot that still reeks with the 
menace of men who think that nothing should stand in 
front of them achieving their chauvinistic dreams, 
through lying about history or through religious 
facades, that God will surely not be taken in by. or 
through the use of hatred and sadistic tactics that seek 
to destroy all the cultural heritage which many genera­
tions of idealists have worked and given their lives for. 
It is time for good to overcome evil in the world. That 
is the message Mr. Bill Clinton is giving in the 
Balkans. It is a message that is well read and under­
stood.
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A World of Economic Crisis
Economic problems 
and issues occupy 
first priority on the 
international scene, 
today. The Western 
economies have 
experienced visible 
instability in their 
economies activities 
leading to major dif­
ficulties in inter­
national relations, 
part of which is 
manifested in the 
restlessness among 
the different classes 

and groups.
It looks like the economic system of the West has 
given rise to enormous problems due to its failure 
to meet the needs of new conditions, and its ina­
bility to adjust to new circumstances, part of which 
entails the West making room increasingly for non- 
Western communities. The Western economic 
system is also based on a continual struggle among 
the different economic groups and classes, thus 
there will be no peace on earth as long as this 
system in its present form reigns.
The economic system is fundamentally based on 
the freedom of the individual to carry out whatever 
commercial or industrial projects and joint trans­
actions he/she likes, to produce the items he/she 
chooses, in the quantities he/she decides. In other 
words, each individual enjoys full freedom in 
making his/her decision, no matter what the con­
sequences to others or society.
This system is based on three foundations:
a) Personal interests are an aim by themselves, 
because a person works only when there is a 
personal profit that pushes him/her to work.
b) Competition is a means of work, because human 
beings are controlled more by their motives than by 
any other force; hence the competitors to get 
through the difficulties of work.
c) Freedom is a condition, because the loss of 
freedom destroys competition, paralyzes activities, 
and prevents the achievement of personal profit.

Atmosphere of Free Economic Activity:
Creating an absolutely free atmosphere for 

economic activities has become the job of the state. 
But this drive, especially after machines have 
replaced humans, resulted in a number of dan­
gerous economic crisis, of which one can mention: 
1. Inflation and rising prices.
2. Closing up of factories and the subsequent high 
unemployment, followed by the fall of income and 
deteriorating quality or standard of living. These 
conditions often push people to revolt, attack the 
symbols of the system (burn factories, destroy gov­
ernment buildings, etc.) because they see in them 
the source of their misfortune and misery.

The Trade Cycle.
Economists use the term 'trade cycle' to denote 
alternation of periods in which wages, employment, 
prices and industrial output rise and fall. Although 
there were trade cycles during the earlier centuries, 
they became more pronounced with the advent of 
the industrial age. The most severe depression, that 
of 1929-1933, began in the United States of 
America and spread over the Western countries.
It is evident that governments can do something to 
prevent severe trade cycles. But that requires hard 
work, skill and a high level of coordination and 
commitment among nations. But this state coor­
dination and intervention is contrary to the full 
freedom of individuals - hence the contradiction 
within the present world economic system.
The existence of severe economic problems means 
that the states have to play a greater role in control 
of the economy.
The situation in foreign trade has changed dramat­
ically during the last thirty years, and these changes 
have affected among the countries of the world. 
Changing political circumstances have affected the 
ease or difficulty of trading among countries. The 
changes in the financial powers have also affected 
the relations among countries and blocs.

The West Lives Beyond its Means:
Knowledgeable sources indicate that the severe 
economic depression is partly caused by countries 
living beyond their means for an extended time. 
This is especially true of governments. The British 
government, for example, is expected over the next 
three years to sustain a budgetary deficit of 12%. 
The American Government has an even more 
serious deficit, which has been the reason for the 

quarrel between the Clinton Administration and 
the Republican Congress. Most other Western soci­
eties and governments also live beyond their 
means, thus depleting the world, while at the same 
claiming to be helping the poor countries.
As a matter of fact, the budgetary deficit has been 
used as a pretext to minimize aid to the poor 
nations. Most of them justify that by stating that 
foreign aid had been granted to inefficient organ­
izations (e.g., the UN) and corrupt governments 
headed by totalitarian individuals. Thus, it has been 
asserted that the Western governments have the 
right to lower their foreign aid.
Many Western governments have already done 
that.

The Banking System Does Not Work Well:
One of the pillars of the existing Western economic 
system is the international financial system, espe­
cially the banks. But the banks have been plagued 
by failures, mismanagement and corruption. We 
have heard of the classical bank of Britain because 
one of its employees in Singapore bugled up.
Japan also had its banking scandal. It lost an esti­
mated US S 1,000 million in one of its banks in the 
United States of America. Then there are the 
numerous savings and loans association troubles in 
the USA. There are the countless cases of banks 
going under.
The whole system needs to be overhauled.
Then there are the problems associated with finan­
cial instruments, stock markets, etc. Insider infor­
mation-based trading has always been a pain in 
handling.

Conclusion:
My point of view is that a well-organized campaign 
needs to be carried out to cope with the world 
economic crisis and its effects. There must be an 
economic policy leading to full employment, and to 
the expansion of private and governmental indus­
tries in every part of the world. Various attempts 
need to be made to improve industrial relations, 
reform trade rules and organizations, and curb the 
free-bargaining jungle law of pay negotiations. 
These efforts could lead to greater productivity. 
Whilst other economists had argued that a country's 
wealth was its land, or its balance of trade. Pro­
fessor Adam Smith, a famous economist said that 

wealth was labor, and that labor was more pro­
ductive if specialized or skilled. He attacked exces­
sive regulation of economic affairs by central and 
local governments, and advocated freedom for indi­
viduals to pursue their own economic interests. Mr. 
John Maynard KEYNES, an economist whose 
writings helped to end laissez faire and shaped our 
modern system, says in order to stop unemploy­
ment the state needs to finance "public works" even 
through deficit-spending. Unemployment could 
also be alleviated by making the distribution of 
income more equal. This would increase the 
demand for consumer goods.
Unless there is adequate trade among countries, 
there could be no achievements towards economic 
growth, higher employment, and a rising standard 
of living for humanity at large.

By: Mohammed Ali Shidle
Sana'a.

اليمنية الجمهورية
عدن للكهرباء-فرع العامة المؤسسة

 وتركيب لتوريد م٩٥/١١ رقم قصةلمنا مظاريف فتح تمديد اعلان
وتوابعها )كمبيوتر( آلي حاسوب أجهزة

 فتح موعد تمديد عن عدن كهرباء-فرعلل العامة المؤسسة تعلن
 حاسوب أجهزة وتركيب لتوريد م٩٥/١١ رقم المناقصة مظاريف

 للانماء العربي الصندوق من بتمويل وتوابعها )كمبيوتر( آلي
 الحادية الساعة الى (٨٨/٢١٨ رقم )قرض والاجتماعي الاقتصادي

. ٩٦/١/١٥ يوم من ظهرا عشرة
. التوفيق ولي والله

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 
PUBLIC ELECTRICITY CORPORATION 

ADEN BRANCH

EXTENTION OF BIDS
For Tender No. 11/95 for “The Supply and 
Installation of Computer Equipments”.
The Public Electricity Corporation (PEC)-Aden 
Branch announces that the date of opening of 
bids for the above mentioned Tender is 
extended to 15/1/96 at 11:00 am local time.



JAP
Harmonious Mix of Local Cultural Herita

Q: You have been in Yemen for 
nearly two years. What are your 
impressions?
A: It was always my dream to come 
to Yemen. I am happy this dream has 
become a reality.
My first contact with Yemen was a 
short visit (5 days) to Aden and 
Sana'a before unity. Then in early 
1994. the Japanese Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs nominated me as 
ambassador to the Republic of 
Yemen. I was accredited on February 
10th. 1994.
I have many Yemeni friends, and I 
visited many cities and villages. I 
find the people of Yemen very kind. I

understand there are difficulties which the Yemeni government and 
people face at the moment. But I should say I admire their efforts to 
address the situation. This has been in the form of economic, political 
and social reforms. I can already see that these difficult times are 
going to give way to better times.
At another level, when we look at the political structure and overall 
atmosphere in Yemen - in comparison with that of other Arab coun­
tries - life here is far more desirable. This is due to the democracy, 
freedom of expression and political pluralism that exist in Yemen. 
In short. I can say that my impressions are very good.

Q: Can you describe the Yemeni-Japanese relationship?
A: Yemeni-Japanese relations are very warm. We have had many 
exchanges of visits from both sides, unfortunately, more from Yemen 
than from Japan. Japan is contributing effectively to the development 
process of Yemen. (Please refer to box on next page for volume of 
Japanese assistance.)
I think more can be done if Yemen were to appoint an ambassador to 
Tokyo. I have been assured that this is going to happen soon, and I am 
waiting for the nomination.
In general, bilateral relations are excellent.

Q: Do you receive the necessary support in doing your work?
A: I appreciate very much the kindness and understanding of the offi­
cials of Yemen to me. I get the full support I need, and I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the government here.

Q: Japanese tourists are travelling all over the world. What are 
the chances some could come to Yemen?
A: Of course, that is not exactly my field. It is up to the travel and 
tourist industry to make arrangements. We on our side have issued a 
report stating that Yemen is a safe country for travel, and that there are 
no worries on this count. Such reports can be distributed among the 
tour operators.
I know that there is interest in visiting Yemen among the Japanese 
public, but they need to be informed more. Also arrangements need to 
be completed in terms of logistics. I see this component in our coop­
eration as happening in the near future.

Q: How does your government view the transformation of 
Yemen?
A: My government support the political transformation leading to a plu­
ralist democratic political system in Yemen. We encourage Yemen in 
embarking on economic adjustment, which is going to allow a faster 
growth rate in the future.
As you know, Japan expressed its strong support for the unity of 
Yemen in the recent civil war. We have now resumed full technical 
and financial assistance to Yemen.

Q: Can you tell us more about Japanese Aid to Yemen?
A: We focus our efforts in the basic services such as electricity and 
water. We also have a medical team in Yemen to give advice on tuber­
culosis. We have supported educational TV programs. We have 
provided equipment for the television network and transmission. Now 
we are financing the Aden telephone network expansion program.

Q: You also have an on-going small-scale embassy projects.
A: Yes, we have a successful program to support small-scale projects 
through NGOs and the voluntary grass-roots level organizations.

Q: In my visit to Japan in September 1995, I asked about the vol­
unteers and when they will return to Yemen. When do you think 
we shall see Japanese volunteers here?
A: We have sent a lot of reports concerning that. I know that the vol­
unteers will return to Yemen. But Japanese paperwork, like that of 
Yemen, is rather long.

Q: Any last comment want to make?
A: That geographic distance between countries is no longer a 
problem in today’s world. So I hope as many Japanese officials and 
people come to visit Yemen and also as many Yemeni officials and 
people go to visit Japan. In other words, we have to promote exchange 
of visit between our two countries.
On this occasion. I would like to express my appreciation for the very 
good activities of the Yemen Times.
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AN:
ge & Modern Technologic Sophistication

JAPANESE ANNUAL AID TO YEMEN
Year Total in 100 Million Yen
1976 4.00
1977 48.72
1978 5.85
1979 82.00
1980 6.48
1981 10.26
1982 96.19
1983 22.68
1984 22.42
1985 29.45
1986 11.78
1987 134.51
1988 243.62
1989 89.29
1990 25.55
1991 37.71
1992 34.16
1993 37.71
1994 13.28

JAPAN:
WHERE THE WILL TO 

PROGRESS NEVER BREAKS
Japan is a group of islands that stretch from the Russian occupied 
islands of Kunashiri, Etorufu, the Hobomai islands and Shikotan to 
the Southern tip of South Korea, in a curve like chain of several 
hundreds of islands. The archipelago occupy an area of 378,000 
square kilometers (146,000 miles). The four main islands clustered 
together in the middle are Hokkaido (83,250 sq. km.), Honshu 
(230,940 sq. km.), Shikoku (18,808 sq. km.) and Kyushu (42,164 
km).
The Japanese people are 125,000,000 strong and follow Buddhism 
and Shintoism.
The archipelago that makes up Nippon, Nihon, Japan, or the Land of 
the Rising Sun is an Asian country that has managed to steer its own 
course while still willing to take in new ideas that are born and 
developed elsewhere. But Japan does not simply copy the ideas and 
products, it gives them a Japanese flavor, and evolves their use in a 
spectacular way - a phenomenon that has become known worldwide 
as Japan.
Civilizations have come and gone throughout the Seven Continents 
of the world, but the Japanese heritage never seems to crash into a 
dead end. no matter what natural catastrophe may be hit the archi­
pelago as time goes on. or whatever challenge history has presented. 
The will of the Japanese people to overcome the difficulties brought 
on by world events seems unbreakable.
Japan is a country that sits on some of the most unstable ground in 
the face of the earth. The site of many a natural catastrophe, 
including earthquakes that approach '8' on the Richter Scale, volcano 
eruptions, typhoons and other natural calamities. Yet. the Japanese 
continue to outdo all the efforts of nature to bring them to heel. This 
is not to say that the Japanese are defiant of God's will, but it does 
underline the fact that the Japanese can live with it, and take the test 
which nature puts up to state to the world that perseverance, hard 
work, inginuity. and the steadfast will to succeed and overcome ail 
obstacles to progress. At the same time, the Japanese way of life 
seems to stress harmony with nature, and a strong sense of peace of 
mind as the proper style of life, no matter where man lives.
Japan is a classic example of a nation that withstands the test of 
time. Not only do the Japanese withstand the test of time, they 
actually become hardened by the continuous terrestrial instability 
and the historic developments of the world. At the end, they come 
out on lop and to carry on as a living culture that dates back to more 
than two thousand years of recorded history.
Time and again in history, the Japanese have resisted international 
pressure, in one form or another, and they overcome the powers that 
have tried to overwhelm them - the phenomenon often referred to in 
the Japanese media as "Here come those black ships again", in direct 
reference to the naval blockade of Commodore Perry. But when 
resistance proves futile, then the new course is to learn from the 
foreign powers as much as possible and incorporate that knowledge 
to the benefit of the Japanese people, and where possible to the 
world at large.
After some very tough lessons in history, the Japanese realize that 
they must play an active role in spreading the message of peace and 
international cooperation in all the fields that work towards 
improving life on earth and providing a fair opportunity for all 
people to join in the fruits of progress, socially, economically and 
politically. As a result. Japan today is the world's largest aid donor, 
dispensing some $14 billion in annual aid to developing countries. 
After several centuries of a Spartan-like way of life and a militar­
ized society, the Japanese society has come to regard war and the 
use of lethal weapons as a human crime that must be outlawed. 
They have taken the first step to outlaw war by incorporating such 
an ideal in their constitution. Such a wise decision was taken after 
the sad events of the Second World War. Such an attitude has helped 
to focus the thinking of the Japanese people on development of 
peaceful efforts. History has taught Japan that world power does not 
necessarily come through a monstrous military machine.
Today Japan is the envy of all many countries for the success it has 
achieved in economic prosperity and technologic sophistication 
without having to sacrifice its values and culture. Other countries 
have failed because they did not follow the proper channels for 
improving the lot of their people. They tended to neglect the need 
for horizontal cultural development, while all the facets of society 
continue to focus on modern gadgets and machines. The harmony 
needed for a stable transformation is thus lost. This is where the 
Japanese uniqueness offers a good model. Japan has preserved its 
local culture and identity while at the same time acquiring Western 
technologies and know-how.
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FILMMAKERS FOCUS ON YEMENI CULTURE

QAT: Yemen's Cultural Drug
By John Miles
Throughout history, the ancient 
land of Yemen has beckoned 
many explorers eager to under­
stand the country shrouded in a 
veil of mystery to the outside 
world. Even today, Yemen still 
casts this mystical charm , and in 
April 1995, a British Film pro­
duction company decided to 
document many facets of 
Yemen's unique culture and tradi­
tions. The film crew have been 
producing three films in Yemen 
over the last 7 months.
This magical land, once ruled by 
the legendary Queen of Sheba, is 
one of the world's oldest inhab­
ited regions. Early explorers, such 
as Marco Polo visited Yemen 
known then as "Arabia Felix, 
where frankincense, myrrh and 
Mocha coffee soon brought 
Yemen fame in the Arabian 
world. . In spite of its past glory. 
Yemen has a chequered history of 
frequent wars, and colonial inva­
sions. Although the country 
unified under the flag of democ­
racy in 1990, the land is still 
governed by tribal laws, adju- 
cated over by sheikhs.
Equilibrium Films chose Yemen 
as the focus of its films, due to 
the lack of International media 
interest concerning the country's 
rich and diverse culture and 
social traditions.
The films will help bridge the gap 
in international understanding of 
the unique cultural traditions of 
Yemen.

The third film of the series 
"Yemen's cultural drug: dream or 
nightmare" will explore how qat 
is incorporated into social and 
cultural life of the Yemeni 
people. Qat is a controversial 
plant which is illegal in many 
countries, including Saudi Arabia 
and the U.S. The qat tradition 
has existed in Yemen since the 
13th century and is still an impor­
tant aspect of daily life. At the qat 
party, Yemeni's chew the most 
tender shoots of the plant and 
store them in their cheek for 
hours at a time while they 
swallow the intoxicating juices.
The daily lives of virtually every 
member of Yemeni society are 
affected by the plant. The history 
and culture of South Arabia are 
still relatively unknown to the 
rest of the world, and Qat, so 
widely used there is equally a 
mystery to the West. Yemeni's 
are primarily drawn to the tender 
leaves of the Qat plant for their 
socially stimulating and euphoric 
properties.
Three quarters of Yemen's men 
and women chew Qat, and on a 
Friday afternoon up to 80% of 
Yemen's population will be 
chewing the plant. Male Qat 
sessions are open to everyone, 
and people usually bring their 
own Qat and water flasks. 
Yemeni women who still 
wearing the veil in public chew 
Qat at their own social gatherings 
known as "Tafrita". where they 
dance and smoke water pipes.
Qat chewing is central to the 
Yemeni’s social afternoon gath­
erings (magyal) where gossip is 
shared, business is conducted, 
disagreements are settled. Poetry 
may be recited, and musicians 
may play a large lutelike instru­
ment called the Oud whilst others 
dance.
The traditional importance of qat 
chewing at social events like 
weddings will also be explored. 
As the qat helps stimulate a har­
monious atmosphere and facil­
itates the creation of qasida 
poems.
"Unfortunately all but the poorest 
classes are addicted to the Qat 
habit, more or less, the degree of 
addiction being proportionate to 
the amount procurable .. It per­
meates every class that can afford 
it , and many that cannot as 
sometimes a man will starve 
himself and his family to get it. 
(1915, Wyman Bury).
The origin of the Qat plants 
(Catha edulis & Catha Spinosa) 
and their use as a stimulant are 
obscure. The plant is native to 
Yemen and parts of Somalia , 
Kenya and Ethiopia, where his­
torians believe the plant appeared 
around the 12th and 13th century. 
Due to the high annual expen­
diture made on Qat. the com­
munity regards the plant as a 
status symbol, whereby citizens 
are judged by the quality and the 
expense of Qat they chew. The 
community also admires those 
with bulging cheeks because they 
are able to store the most leaves.

Helfritz. a European visitor to 
Yemen in 1936 had a somewhat 
harsh view concerning the plant: 
To the Southern Arabian, Qat is 
as important as the Koran. It is a 
poisonous drug, but he calls it an 
essential stimulant. Qat-chewing 
is practised by everyone. Men,

women and children are Qat 
addicts without exception. It is 
said that the Yemenites can in 
case of need, do without food for 
several days, but that it is impos­
sible for them to exist a single 
day without Qat.
There is also controversy within 
Islam, as the Koran stipulates that 
one should not drink alcohol or 
use intoxicants. Therefore, in 
Muslim countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt and Somalia. Qat 
chewing is "Haram" or illegal. 
Yet many Muslim Yemeni's 
attribute many wonderful effects 
and properties to mastication in 
relation to serving Allah:
"It enables us to pray without 
becoming drowsy throughout the 
night of Ramadan, and to work- 
without tiring from noon to 
night"
In the face of an unstable 
economy, many Yemeni's costly 
qat addiction is becoming a 
.burden on their families and is 
threatening to tear them apart. 
Over the years, Qat has grown 
into Yemen's main cash crop.
Income from Qat growing 
replaced the income lost from 
their dying coffee industry. Pres­
ently, due to the high price of 
Qat, many Yemeni's spend 1/4 to 
1/2 their annual income on their 
addiction. The Government is 
reluctant to curb' the Yemeni's 
growing appetite for Qat, as the 
tax imposed on the precious plant 
represents approximately 35% of 
the countries GNP.
Varied viewpoints condemn the 
use of qat as it is seen as sup­
pressing the growth of Yemen by 
diverting and wasting its wealth 
and time, whilst others maintain 
that qat expansion has improved 
terracing and irrigation of the 
country.
The film crew lived an extended 
period of time in Qat growing 
communities which enabled them 
to adapt to the Yemeni's rhythm 
and pace of life to get a priv­
ileged insight into their unusual

world and agricultural way of 
life.
The film also examines the social 
cultural and historical importance 
of qat. Through interviews, the 
viewers will get an insight into 
the conflicting views concerning 
the euphoric or depressive char­
acteristics of the plant. There will 
be medical views both supporting 
and condemning its use. The use 
of fatal pesticides is also 
examined.
It seems that if the Government 
were to ban or suppress the 
expansion of qat, it might have a 
revolution on its hands:
"People need qat...If anyone, 
even the Prime Minister tries to 
take even one tree of mine, I will 
kill him." Farmer Wadi Dahr.
Equilibrium Films has a tradition 
of making anthropological, envi­
ronmental, and educational docu­
mentaries.
John Miles, the Director and 
Producer, recently completed a 
film for PBS
shot in the rainforests of the Bra­
zilian Amazon, examining the 
culture and mythology of the 
recently contacted Arara Indians. 
John Miles is also an official 
"Royal Geographical Society" 
photographer whose work has 
been widely published (Sunday 
Times, Vogue, UNESCO, Geo­
graphical Magazine. BBC and 
Channel 4) and has been shown 
in exhibitions (Royal Academy. 
ICA, Venice Biennale) in the UK 
and abroad.
His visual documentation of 
remote cultures has taken him 
from the rainforests of Papua 
New Guinea and Borneo to front­
line wars in Afghanistan

Dawn Hurley is a Canadian 
Sound Recordist and Associate 
Producer on the films. She has 
given a unique insight into the 
Yemeni women's perspective and 
cultural traditions in highland 
communities as well as at 
weddings.



December 18th, 1995

( ي. م. ٠)ش للتأمين أمان شركة
 ٤ الاثنين يوم اجتماعها في اقرت قد للشركة العادية غير العمومية الجمعية ان تعلن ان للتأمين أمان شركة يسر

 ريال( مليون )خمسين ريال ٥٠٠٠٠,٠٠٠ إلى ريال ٢٥,٠٠٠,٠٠٠ من الشركة مال رأس رفع م١٩٩٥ ديسمبر

. . م ١٩٩٦٠يناير ٤ اقصاه موعد في مساهماتهم في الزيادة المساهمون الاخوة يسدد ان على

، عمرها من الثالث العام للتأمين أمان شركة دخول ومع ، المناسبة وبهذه

. التأمين مجال في المتميزة خدماتها بتقديم الكرام هائلعمال التزامها تؤكد

م:الكرا لزبائننا
تعويضاتهم دفع في سرعة ملة،شا تأمينية تغطيات سريعة، خدمات فسة,منا أسعار

الموفق والله هذا

AMAN INSURANCE COMPANY
Aman Insurance Company is happy to announce that 

General Assembly, in its extraordinary meeting on Monday December 4th, 1995, 
decided to raise the company’s capital from YR 25,000,000 to YR 50,000,000. 

The share-holders are required to pay up the additional capital 
latest by December 4th, 1996.

On this occasion, and given that the company is advancing to its third year, 
we are happy to confirm our commitment to all our customers 

of our high-quality service in the field of insurance.

Our Customers may please note: 
Our competitive prices, speedy services, comprehensive insurance coverage, 

and a quick settlement of claims.
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Frontières
La tension reste vive autour de la 
frontière saoudo-yéménite. Il y a 

quelques jours, un accrochage entre 
unités de l'armée saoudienne et des 
gardes-frontières yéménites, des 
unités tribales, aurait fait cinq 

blessés, selon des sources yémé­
nites. Qui précisent que l’armée 

saoudienne aurait renforcé son dis­
positif à la frontière, avec armes 
lourdes et hélicoptères. De son côté, 
Sana'a aurait également envoyé des 

renforts sur la zone litigieuse. 
"L’incident intervient après une série 

de démonstrations de force de 

l'armée saoudienne à la frontière et 
après des tentatives de modifier la 
structure démographique des 
régions frontalières en litige", a 

ajouté un responsable à Sana’a. 

L’Arabie Saoudite a tout démenti en 
bloc, et précisé qu’elle était sou­

cieuse de coopérer avec le Yémen 
sur la base de l'accord signé en 
février à La Mecque, accord qui 

institue une série de commissions 
chargées de régler les différends.

en bref
CINÉMA — Des islamistes ont 
attaqué une salle de cinéma à 
Aden la semaine dernière, et 
déchiré une affiche jugée 
"obscène" d'un film américain, 
un James Bond. Selon l’exploi­
tant de la salle, “l’affiche n'a 
rien d'obscène puisqu’elle repré­
sente une femme portant une 
robe". Selon la police, 
"l’incident, qui ne doit pas être 
exagéré, est L’oeuvre de fana­
tiques”. Ce genre de phénomène 
reste heureusement fort rare au 
Yémen.

MANIF — La police yéménite a 
tiré en l’air, dimanche dernier, 
pour disperser une manifestation 
d’employés du secteur hôtelier 
(gouvernemental) d’Aden. qui 
réclamaient le paiement de leurs 
salaires. Des salaires qui n’ont 
pas été versés depuis 6 mois.

CAVIAR — 180 tonnes en 93, 
163 tonnes en 94, 120 tonnes en 
95... La production du caviar 
iranien (le meilleur du monde) 
ne cesse de baisser. La raison ? 
L’appauvrissement des res­
sources provoqué par le déve­
loppement de la pêche sauvage et 
la pollution croissante des eaux 
de la mer Caspienne, malgré les 
mesures prises par l'Iran pour 
préserver sa production.

POLYGAME — Il est marié à 
onze femmes, vit avec quatre 
d’entre elles, a divorcé de six 
autres, et en a perdu une. Il ne 
compte plus ses enfants, qu’il ne 
reconnaît même pas tous. Et il est 
prêt à se marier encore davan­
tage : "Je dois le faire en raison 
des problèmes entre mes 
femmes”. L’homme, un citoyen 
des Emirats arabes unis, gagne 
4800 dollars par mois. Il en 
donne 136 à chaque épouse, et le 
double aux divorcées. Sans com­
mentaire.

MESSAGE — “Les chrétiens 
savent que la communauté musul­
mane connaît une grande souf­
france : vous êtes victimes en 
particulier de l'amalgame 
souvent établi de manière injuste 
entre Islam et terrorisme”. écrit 
Mgr Joseph Duval, président de 
la conférence des évêques de 
France, dans un message adressé 
aux musulmans de France à la 
veille de Noël. “Poutant, ajoute- 
t-il, dans nos villes et nos quar­
tiers, les chrétiens connaissent de 
nombreux musulmans qui vivent 
un Islam de tolérance et de 
paix”. (AFP)

Contact : François Petitdemange, 
Yemen Times.
Tél : 268.661/2. Fax : 268.663.
P.O. Box : 2579, Sana’a, Yemen.

Coopération audiovisuelle et journalistique

L’image et la langue
Pour que l’anglais ne domine pas le monde, pour que les gros n’avalent pas les petits, 
journaux, télé, radio, cinéma, la France aide et se diffuse. L’image pour son image.
INTERVIEW — La coopération 
française, en matière d'audiovisuel et 
de presse écrite, avec les pays du 
Proche et Moyen-Orient, se dit en 
plein essor. La création d’un poste 
d’Attaché régional (basé à Amman) 
en 1988 était signe d'un souhait de la 
France de développer cette action. 
Entre 88 et 94, la coopération a 
surtout été axée sur le développement 
télévisuel. Depuis, elle s’est étendue 
à d’autres secteurs : le cinéma, la 
radio, et l'information journalistique 
en général. Le point avec Pierre Duc, 
Attaché régional pour l’audiovisuel 
et le journalisme.

« Le moins connu, le moins bien 
structuré des secteurs de coopération, 
je pense que c’est le journalisme de 
presse écrite. Nous avons beaucoup 
d’actions, beaucoup de moyens, 
beaucoup de gens qui travaillent, 
mais on n’a pas encore fait un bilan 
vraiment important de cette coopé­
ration. On a beaucoup de publica­
tions : des journaux entiers en 
français, des revues, je parle surtout 
pour le Liban et l’Egypte, et puis des 
pages en français dans des journaux, 
comme par exemple dans le Yemen 
Times, dans le Star (Jordanie), dans 
des journaux du golfe.

En ce qui concerne la radio ?
Ce n’est pas non plus extrême­

ment important, mais il y a des 
poches de coopération. Nous tra­
vaillons par exemple avec Radio 
Qatar, qui a deux heures par jour en 
langue française, depuis déjà 4 ans, la 
radio jordanienne, qui a 6 heures par 
jour en langue française. Ce sont les 
deux principales radio avec lesquelles 
on coopère dans la région, et c’est 
déjà beaucoup que deux radios fabri­
quent. produisent en français. Et puis 
il y a aussi d'autres radios qui 
émettent toutes seules. On aide un 
petit peu. en sons, en chansons, en 
productions, en programmes. Mais on 
essaie de les aider pour que cette 
mise en place de radio en français 
soit d’avantage axée sur la propre 
production, sur le reportage. C’est ce 
qui guide toute notre coopération, 
d’arriver à mettre en place des 
équipes autonomes à terme.

Le cinéma ?
Le cinéma, ce n'est pas vraiment

un secteur de coopération, c’est 
plutôt un secteur de diffusion. On 
essaie de relancer un peu l’image du 
cinéma français. Cette image était un 
peu en perte de vitesse ces dernières 
années, dans les salles, donc auprès 
du public. C’est un mal général.

mondial, la désaffection des salles. 
Mais malheureusement, il reste 
toujours pas mal de films américains 
qui passent, beaucoup de films égyp­
tiens. des films indiens, et on a oublié 
un petit peu le cinéma français, qui 
existe pourtant. Il fallait donc essayer 
de remettre en route une petite diffu­
sion culturelle d’abord, et com­
merciale ensuite, voir si on ne peut 
pas intéresser à nouveau les exploi­
tants à la diffusion des films français 
dans les salles.

Bilan ?
Assez positif : les gens viennent 

dans les salles. Bilan intéressant, 
même si l’exploitation commerciale 
ne semble pas marcher énormément. 
Mais disons que la partie culturelle 
de cette action est très bonne.

Dernier dossier, la télévision.
La télévision, c’est un secteur 

beaucoup plus important, d’une part 
du fait de l’ère du satellite, et puis 
parce que la France ne se contente 

pas uniquement de diffusion 
d’images, même si on est bien 
content de les diffuser, mais essaie de 
mettre en place des équipes au sein 
de télévisions, télévisions d’Etat, 
pour créer des sections françaises qui 
soient capables de fabriquer des ma­

gazines en français, des journaux en 
français, et d’utiliser une partie de 
nos programmes, qui sont gratuits, 
pour les doubler ou les sous-titrer 
dans la langue du pays. Cette pos­
sibilité a été offerte grâce à la montée 
de CFI sur le satellite, sur Arabsat 
notamment.

Il est important aussi de mettre en 
place des gens à l'intérieur des télévi­
sions. qui soient des gens qui parlent 
français, qui présentent en français, 
qui donnent une autre allure aux 
informations en général, parce que la 
France a toujours cette école de 
l'information, une 
façon de présenter 
les choses qui est 
très appréciée dans 
la région. On 
apprécie beaucoup 
les formations jour­
nalistiques fran­
çaises. on apprécie 
beaucoup les jour­
nalistes qui pré­
sentent en français, 
parce qu’ils ont une 
façon différente de 
choisir les sujets, de 
garder une certaine 
indépendance.

Comment ex­
pliquer que ces té­
lévisions soient 
demandeuses de 
programmes en 
français ?

Deux raisons : 
ce sont vraiment les 
télévisions qui de­
mandent qu'on les 
aide à mettre en 
place ces journaux, 
tout simplement 
pour contrebalancer 
l’énorme influence 
de la langue 
anglaise. Dans 
chaque pays, on a 
deux chaînes : une 
chaîne en arabe, 
une chaîne dite 
internationale. Et 
celle-là n’est pas 
internationale puisque c’est la langue 
anglaise qui domine. Donc on a 
pensé essayer de contrebalancer ce 
100% anglophone en mettant la 
langue française, et aussi parce qu’on 
apprécie la façon française de traiter 
l’information. Deuxième raison, c'est 

parce qu’il y a des francophones dans 
la région.

Pour une télévision comme celle 
du Yémen, des programmes en 
français, n’est-ce pas aussi une 
façon de remplir des grilles de pro­
grammes qui sont vides ?

C’est un 
autre paramètre. 
C'est vrai que 
nous proposons 
des programmes 
gratuits, et c’est 
un avantage. 
Mais diffuser 
nos programmes 
n’est pas notre 
but principal. 
C’est de mettre 
en place des 
.équipes qui sa­
chent devenir 
autonomes et fa­
briquer des émis­
sions propres.

Tout ça dans 
un contexte gé­
néral très bou­
leversé.

Oui. parce 
qu'on assiste à 
l’essor de grands 
groupes privés 

de chaînes arabophones qui inves­
tissent les satellites, et malheureuse­
ment pour les petites télévisions pub­
liques. elles se retrouvent en danger. 
Et c'est pour ça aussi que nous les 
aidons, par des programmes, par des 
formations. On va les aider à soutenir 
le choc de ces grands groupes qui 
pourrait un jour provoquer la dis­
parition de petites chaînes de télévi­
sion publique, qui n'ont pas les 
moyens.

Vous pensez qu’un jour au 
Yémen, par exemple, il peut ne 
plus y avoir de télévision 

yéménite ?
Non. je ne peux pas prédire 

l’avenir. Ce que je vois, c’est l’émer­
gence de certains groupes privés 
puissants, avec beaucoup de 
capitaux, et qui inondent le ciel...

Mais chaque pays a besoin de

sa télévision, c’est un besoin.
Bien sûr, surtout que l’on sait que 

les premiers journaux regardés dans 
les pays sont les journaux nationaux, 
parce qu’ils donnent des informations 
nationales, des informations qui inté­
ressent la population d’un pays. Mais 
pour le reste, on a souvent recours au 
satellite.

On est à un stade aujourd'hui où 
les pays vont lutter contre les para­
boles, c’est normal. Il y a un 
problème de souveraineté, c’est 
logique, tous les pays le font, on le 
fait même en France. On aura recours 
à de nouvelles technologies qui sont 
les réseaux câblés, pour empêcher 
cette réception.

A propos de CFI : est-ce que 
cette chaîne doit être uniquement 
une base de programmes à destina­
tion des chaînes, ou est-ce qu’elle 
doit rester une chaîne tout public à 
destination d’un public franco­
phone ?

C’est une bonne question : CFI. à 
l’origine, est une banque d’images, 
pour les télévisions africaines 
d'abord, qui s'est développée ensuite 
pour les autres télévisions qui souhai­
taient rediffuser nos programmes. 
Elle restera toujours une banque 
d'images. Elle n'est pas faite pour les 
particuliers, elle n’est pas faite pour 
être une chaîne du câble, pour être 
une chaîne généraliste, elle est une 
chaîne de partenariat pour les télévi­
sions.

Il y a pourtant des pays où l’on 
retrouve CFI sur le câble.

Parce que c’est un problème de 
satellite, c'est un problème de posi­
tionnement. La chaîne du câble, c'est 
TV5. Et puis il va y avoir des nou­
veautés. de nouveaux bouquets, dans 
le cadre de la numérisation des pro­
grammes. il y aura d'autres chaînes 
françaises disponibles dans peu de 

temps. 1996 sera 
une année char­
nière. Nous avons 
d'autres télévisions, 
comme Canal Hori­
zon. chaîne à paya- 
ge. MCM, la chaîne 
musicale, nous 
avons Arte. la Cin­
quième. chaîne édu­
cative qui est très 
intéressante et qui 
pourrait être un bon 
outil de coopération 
dans le futur, c’est 
ce que je crois et 
c’est ce qui va se 
faire. CFI pourra 
être une chaîne en 
arabe, dans le futur. 
Il pourrait y avoir 
un CFI en arabe, un 
CFI en français, 
comme nous pour­
rions avoir Euro­
news en français, en 
anglais, en arabe, en 
espagnol. Ça. c’est 
la tendance future. 
Le multilinguisme 
est vraiment quel­
que chose à l’ordre 
du jour, grâce au 
numérique. Ce qui 
permet une pré­
sence sur tous les 
continents, de façon 
à ce que tout le 
monde puisse béné­
ficier des program­

mes français, non seulement les fran­
cophones, mais les autres, qui veulent 
apprendre la langue. Ou ceux qui 
veulent regarder des programmes 
d’origine française dans leur propre 
langue. »

Propos recueillis par F.P.

CFI. Une banque d’images destinées auxchaînes et non une télé tout public.

la télé yéménite
“Nos problèmes techniques sont si profonds”... C'est un responsable de la 
télévision yéménite qui parle. Ici, on a besoin de tout : de cassettes, de 
caméras, de paraboles, de formation. Et d'un peu d'imagination, parfois, pour 
faire fonctionner du matériel obsolète. Car la télévision yéménite n'est pas mal 

équipée : mais le matériel est ancien, en panne... Et pourtant, elle tourne, cette 
télé. Deux studios, des décors, certes rudimentaires, mais efficaces, quelques 
caméras qui fonctionnent, du matériel d'incrustation, un car-régie. Il y a même 
un télé-cinéma, qui permet de passer des films 16 ou 35 millimètres au format 

vidéo Béta.
Tout fonctionne, le problème étant de savoir combien de temps encore, alors 

que le monde entier est sur le point d’être bombardé de programmes 

numériques via satellite — ce qui signifie multiplication des programmes, 
multiplication des langues. Ce qui veut dire surtout renouvellement complet du 
matériel, à des prix parfaitement inabordables pour le petit budget de la 
télévision yéménite, où la plus grande part du matériel date des années 80. 

En attendant, le Yémen avance quand même. Prochaine étape, imminente : la 
montée sur le satellite. Non pas pour faire sa promotion à l'extérieur, mais pour 

couvrir les zones du pays qui ne sont pas couvertes. Monter sur satellite 
permet, en remettant des émetteurs à terre, de rediffuser localement les 
chaînes nationales, sans obliger les habitants à installer des paraboles.
Et puis le Yémen voit arriver d'un bon oeil la nouvelle coopération française. Un 
réalisateur vient de débarquer à Sana'a, avec dans ses bagages deux 
magnétoscopes professionnels, une télévision, et une antenne parabolique 
destinée à recevoir les programmes de CFI. Un magazine ou un journal en 

langue française devrait voir le jour rapidement.
“Il y a un très fort intérêt des autorités yéménites pour le lancement d'un 
programme en français, confiait Pierre Duc, l'Attaché régional français sur la 
question, à l'issue de sa visite au Yémen. Et nous sommes prêts à les aider. 
Mais il nous faut aussi compter sur la mobilisation des équipes de la télévision 
yéménite". Le projet n'est d'ailleurs pas nouveau. Un accord avait été passé 
avec la télévision d’Aden en 1993. Du matériel avait même été livré. Et puis la 
guerre et les pillards étaient passés par là. Plus d'un an après, le français est 

finalement de retour.

Politique

Ami-ami
Le CPG et Al-Islah ont signé un 
accord pour préserver la coalition.
Sana’a. — “Renforcer la coor­
dination entre les membres de la 
coalition pour dissiper les diver­
gences et renforcer la cohésion 
du front intérieur”. L'accord 
signé mardi par le CPG et Al- 
Islah met fin aux dissensions et à 
la tension qui ne cessaient de 
s’aggraver entre les deux partis.

C’est le premier accord du 
genre depuis la constitution de la 
coalition, en octobre 94. Selon un 
communiqué publié à l’issue de 
la signature, le CPG et Al-Islah 
"s'engagent à ne pas dépasser le 
cadre des institutions consti­
tutionnelles, à agir pour amé­
liorer la situation économique, et 
lutter contre la corruption”. “Les 
deux partis s'engagent également 
à consacrer l’expérience démo­
cratique et le multipartisme et à 
garantir le climat politique 

propice pour permettre aux 
citoyens de participer aux pro­
chaines élections législatives 
libres", prévues en avril 1997, et 
au cours desquelles le CPG et Al- 
Islah devraient s’affronter.

De nombreux incidents ont 
émaillé ces dernières semaines de 
coalition : sur la question des 
réformes économiques draco­
niennes préconisées par la 
Banque mondiale et le Fonds 
monétaire international, sur la 
participation du Yémen à la con­
férence économique sur le 
Proche-Orient, sur la gestion du 
Ministère de l’Approvisionne- 
ment, dont le ministre (Al-Islah), 
critiqué pour avoir profité de son 
poste pour servir son parti, a 
démissionné cette semaine, afin 
de "préserver la coalition ”, selon 
le parti islamique, (avec AFP) 
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ADEN MOVENPICK HOTEL:
Caters to Your Business & Comfort Needs

Aden Movenpick Hotel has intro­
duced various programs which have 
converted the hotel into an attractive 
meeting point for tourists and guests. 
Movenpick Hotel has arranged a 
sequence of parties and activities 
which have increased the interest of 
visitors. The last of these was Black 
and White which was held at the Abu 
Nawas Nightclub. The program 
included singing, dancing and other 
forms of entertainment coupled with 
sumptuous food.
There were also hilarious video­
clippings. and various other per­
formances.
The magic night dishes and drinks, 
accompanied by the Italian music 
build a fantastic atmosphere. Mr. 
Aidroos Obaid. Director of Sales in 
the hotel, said that those luxury 
programs aim an enhancing the 
service level of the hotel. "The staff 
of the hotel underwent a special crash

training program especially in room­
service by experts in order to enrich 
the service and attain maximum satis­
faction of our guests," he said.
The man behind all this trans­
formation at the Aden Movenpick is 
the energetic young General 
Manager. Mr. Cypert Schwartz from 
Holland. Mr. Schwartz brought to 
Movenpick a rich background in the 
hotel management business from 
Switzerland. the Netherlands. 
Scotland and Egypt.
After six months with Aden Moven­
pick. Mr. Schwartz says he is happy 
with life at Aden.
To get more information about what 
is happening at the Aden Movenpick 
Hotel. Yemen Times interviewed 
him. Excerpts.

Q: What are the main components 
in your program for the coming 
years?
A: The basic thrust of our programs 
is to bring full life to the hotel. In 
order to do that, we follow three 
basic rules: first to provide quality 
service; second a constant search for 
originality and improvements; and 
third to meet the tastes and needs of 
the guests and visitors and other 
patrons of the hotel.

Our programs for the following year 
include reopening the Night Club. Here 
we shall work towards introducing belly 
dancing as part of the Night Club's 
entertainment programs, video clip 
music and other lively entertainment.
Second, we plan to open the restaurant

continuously at all times. To add an 
extra touch, we will import quality food 
products from overseas in order to raise 
the cuisine quality.

Q: How is the quality level of the hotel 
staff?
A: The management exerts every effort 
to train the local staff and qualify them 
to master the latest skills 
in hotel accommodation 
service, in a way that is 
appropriate to Moven- 
pick’s reputation and 
status. We pursue a 
vigorous training 
program because of the 
scarcity of qualified per­
sonnel and we always opt 
to make the hotel staff 
proud of being employed 
at this hotel. But. given 
the growth in the tourist 
facilities, some of the 
staff trained by us leave 
us to take on positions 
elsewhere.
Even with this, we feel 
that our efforts will still 
pay off in the Yemeni 
tourist trade. This is 
because we want an 
active tourist industry in

Aden, and thus we consider this 
as our contribution to the devel­
opment of tourism.
The Aden Movenpick hotel also 
contributes well and regularly to 
the Tourism and Hotel Institute 
in Aden. We do all we can to 
respond to the Institute's needs 
and requirements for guidance, 
including giving lectures there.

Q: Are there any new invest­
ments in the hotel?
A: At the present time, the hotel is 
under-going refurbishing in three 
floors of the hotel which were 
damaged during the last civil war. 
where we have completed repairing 
the electricity wiring, water piping, 
air conditioning and telephone 
lines. We are also full refurnishing 
these floors with modern furniture. 
These three floors should be ready 
to accommodate guests in January 
1996. Also in the beginning of 
1996. we shall proceed with ren­
ovating and refurnishing some of 
the other rooms with new decora­
tions. Work is going on at the 
Queen of Sheba Hall, which was 
also damaged during the war. This 
should be ready soon to be utilized

for meetings. conferences, 
weddings and celebrations or any 
kind of events. It will have a 
capacity 300 persons.
In the coming summer we are 
planning to set up a health club 
and a squash court and to mod­
ernize the tennis court.
We have so many plans which 
we shall announce at the appro­
priate time.

Q: What is your point of view 
about tourism in Yemen?
A: Aden in particular, and the 
whole country in general, has a 
good tourist potential. Attention 
must be paid to tourism, because 
it is an important source of 
national income. Good services 
in accommodation and transport 
are needed because Yemen is 
rich with tourist destinations such 
as cultural sites, historic land­
marks. beeches and mountains, 
etc. If the proper attention is

given to the tourism industry, then 
Yemen and the tourists will stand to 
benefit.
But our focus is not just the tourist. 
Businessmen are also given our full 
attention and care. The Aden Moven­
pick Hotel gives businessmen 
spacious rooms that offer the guests 
sufficient space and comfort to do 
their work. There is, of course, the 
Business center which provides all 
the services needed by our business 
guests. We will soon add new 
services such as airport arrival and 
departure transport service and assis­
tance in travel arrangements like 
passports, flight confirmations, ticket 
re-routing, etc.
We are ready for Aden that is a free 
zone and a major tourist destination.

The Hotel's top Management:
The GM (Right) and Sales Director
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Yemeni Press in a Week
by: Hassan Al- Haifi

AL-WAHDAH : Sana'a (Weekly) 13-12-95 
(Official)
Main Headlines:
1) President Ali Abdulla Saleh: “Relations with 
Kuwait will resume sooner or later. The work of 
the joint Yemeni-Saudi committees is proceeding 
Normally.”
2) Central Bank of Yemen Sets 7-1-96 as the Next 
Bidding Date to Buy the Treasury Bills.
3) Garbage in Sana'a: Heaps and Hills of It

Article Summary:
The Traffic Police Chief on Traffic Fees
The General Manager of Traffic Police, Staff 
Colonel Ali Saleh Al-Zoa'ary, disclosed that the 
new license plates for all types of vehicles will be 
ready for distribution at the beginning of the 
coming year. He also pointed out that the new 
plates will not have vanishing paint (actually they 
peel off) as they will be made to the best of spec­
ifications. He also explained that the reason for 
instituting new plates was because a lot of the old 
plates were subjected to stealing during the transi- 
tionary period, and during the war. The new plates 
will bear governorate numbers (from 1-18) instead 
of names and will be bilingual (Arabic/English). 
The 750,000 new numbers will cost more than US 
$5 million.
The new traffic police fees will be as follows: 
License Plate Fees:
For Taxis: YR 3000 (+ 300 for each seat over 6) 
For Private cars: YR 3000 (+300 for each Seat over 
6 Seats)
Government cars: YR 3000
Trucks/ Freight: YR 3000 (+200 for each additional 
ton (minimum not given)
Customs Exempt cars: YR 3000 
Diplomatic Plate cars: US $100 
Replacement of lost plates: YR 2000 
Transfer of Title: YR 1500
Driving License (all types): YR 1000 
Renewal of Driving License: YR 300 
Vehicle Registration Card: YR 500

AL-WAHDAWi: Sana'a (Weekly): 12-12-95 
(Nasserite Unionist Party)
Main Headlines:
1) The Dispute Between the Coalition partners 
Enters a Dangerous Phase: Talks of Early Elections 
and Accusations of Corruption
2) A Bomb Explodes in a Saada Mosque as the

Islah challenge Al-Haq Party in the Area.
3) Qatar Renews Its Rejection of the New GCC 
Secretary General and Will Boycott any GCC 
Meetings Chaired by Him.

Article Summary:
Saudi Attempt to Move Border Foiled
Official sources confirmed what has been widely 
rumored about border clashes between Yemeni and 
Saudi forces at the eastern border area known as 
the triangle area where the borders of Yemen, 
Saudi Arabia and Oman converge. Reports say that 
the Saudis wanted to maximize gains as the survey 
company marking the border prepares to implement 
the Memorandum of Understanding reached last 
year with the Saudis.
They had withdrawn from their previous border 
military outpost in the area and moved groups of 
military personnel deep inside Yemeni territory. 
According to the same sources, they were quickly 
repelled by Yemeni forces in the area. The Saudis 
would like to have the border marked at 17.5 
degrees latitude north, whereas the Yemenis insists 
that it should remain at 19.25 degrees latitude. No 
mention of casualties was given in the article.

26 SEPTEMBER: SANA'A (Weekly) 14-12-95 
(Mouthpiece of the Military)
Main Headlines:
1) Telecommunications Project in Aden Costs 
US$40 million
2) Council of Ministers Meeting:

- Discusses By-laws of Aden Port Authority
- Establishment of Higher Institute for Physical 

Education
- Approves Enlargement of Sector No 38, South 

of Socotra Concession Which Was Given to British 
Gas

- Discuses Dr. Al-Iryani's Mission to Eritrea 
3) Re-deployment of Senior Officers Who Fought 
with the Secessionists and Payment of Their Dues

4) Trial of Al-Dhale' Terrorists on Sunday

Article Summary:
The Yemen of Peace
In its editorial, the paper states that the policy of 
RoY in settling disputes is through peaceful means 
as can be shown by the amicable settlement 
reached with Oman as well as the consistent efforts 
to come to terms with Saudi Arabia and Eritrea. It 
is the Yemeni government’s view that violent con­
frontations will only lead to instability in the area, 
which will not benefit any country in the area.

AL-TAJAMMU’U: Aden (Weekly) 11-12-95 
(Yemeni Unionist Congregation)
Main Headlines:
1) Getting the Help of the Secessionists to Clear 
the Mines
2) The Resignation of the Minister of Trade and 
Supply Raises Tension between the Partners in the 
Ruling Coalition to Critical Levels
3) The National Navigation Company Gives a 5- 
Year Concession to SAM to Subcontract all its 
Shipping Agencies

Article Summary:
Secret Visits
The paper reports that Aden recently received 
many senior military commanders, especially after 
the recent visits of the British Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs. The most recent visit has been the 
visit of a Senior American Official and his Military 
Attache.

DEVELOPMENT: Sana'a (Bi-Weekly) 13-12-95 
(Federation of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry)
Main Headlines:
1) Aden Refinery processes 60,000 Barrels of 
Yemeni Crude Oil and 40,000 Foreign Crude. Gas 
Production is put at 200 Tons Per Day

2) The Tax Authority Will Institute a Fixed Income 
Tax for Small and Middle Enterprises Beginning of 
1996.
3) A Shortage of Conscience Rather than a Budget 
Deficit.

Article Summary:
Foreign Exchange Markets, The Yemeni Way
In a satirical commentary in the column: 
"Thoughts of the Mind", Ahmed Saleh Al-Assar, 
jokingly points out that the people of the major 
money markets of the world have requested special 
scholarships to learn the ways of our unique 
foreign exchange markets. They especially asked 
for internships in Suq Al-Milh and the alleys of the 
Republican Palace Street, in order to see how they 
can add to the efficiency and speed of the present 
international FX markets, since all the technology 
and expertise of the markets are not up to par with 
the Yemeni performance. The writer points out 
though that there are serious problems of control 
and said the possible use of counterfeit bills could 
never be ruled out.

AL-SAHWA: Sana'a (Weekly) 14-12-95 
(Yemeni Congregation for Reform [Islah]) 
Main Headlines:
1) The Resignations of the Minister and Vice 
Minister of Trade and Supply: Reasons Go Back to 
Inability to Distribute Grain Supply Properly.
2) The Islah Applies to Register with the Political 
Parties Committee
3) Traffic Week Starts on Monday: Emphasis on 
Public Awareness

Article Summary:
New Agreement Between Islah and PCG
On Tuesday, the Secretary Generals of Islah, Mr. 
Mohammed Al-Yadoomy, and the PGC, Dr. Abdul- 
karim Al-Iryani, signed a new Coordination and 
Cooperation Agreement which includes the estab­
lishment of a Senior Coordination and Cooperation 
team composed of three members from each party 
and subcommittees to deal with any problems or 
disputes that could arise between the ruling coali­
tion partners. The text did not specify how such 
disputes are to be worked out and what solutions 
are to be given for the existing disputes.

"TREASURY BILLS"

Now I am confused after reading Robin Miller's 
well explained article which appeared in the 
Yemen Times of Nov. 27th, 1995 (Issue 48/95). I 
know many developed countries issue long term 
Treasury Bonds with fixed interest rates to off-set 
government budget deficits. Some call these bonds 
"gilt-edged" investments as repayment is guar­
anteed by the issuing government.
Investors also use Treasury Bonds as a hedge 
against other investments which can go up or down 
(sometimes wiping off the amounts invested). In 
my view our government has taken a right decision 
to issue Treasury Bonds or Bills in order to tap the 
huge resources of idle money for use in the devel­
opment of the country. It will also boost the 
peoples' feeling of involvement with the govern­
ment. A forceful media campaign on TV, radio, 
and newspapers to explain the purpose, how they 
work and other features will raise interest among 
the general public to invest in these Treasury Bills. 
When Robin Miller says these Treasury Bills are 
"Virtually risk free" it means the element of risk is 
present, but certainly not high enough to lose your 
money.
What puzzles me is a confusion related to dis­
counting. When you say the certificates can do dis­
counted before maturity at the Central Bank at the 
same rate paid for the Treasury Bill at the auction, 
does that mean I get back only what I paid. 
Suppose I bought YR 9800 to purchase a TB with a 
face value of 10,000 riyals, am I going to get back 
9800 if I needed the money before maturity?
According to the Yemen Times article, these TB 
will be for a period of one month. Most US 
Treasury Bonds are for 30 years or similarly long 
term. How useful is this, unless there is a serial 
automatic renewal. This does not make any sense. 
Still, I personally shall not hesitate to invest my 
small amount of savings in these TB, as I have full 
confidence and faith in our leaders.
But maybe the experts involved will explain more 
to us about how the TB work.

Sameer Sanganee
College of Medicine, 
Sana'a University, Sanaa.

“It was not the Embassy’s fault!”

The unfortunate cancellation of the Yemen Cricket 
League’s tour to the UAE was far from the fault 
of the UAE embassy as you suggested in your 
article in the Yemen Times on December 4th (Issue 
49). The visa applications for the tour party were 
not submitted until November 20, which was just 9 
days prior to departure. Despite the very late appli­
cation, the embassy and the immigration officials in 
the UAE were able to process visas for all but 
Yemenis who had incomplete application forms.
I would like to publicly thank the staff of the UAE 
embassy and the UAE Immigration Department for 
their cooperation and help in getting visas for the 
tour party. It was a pity that the team were not suf­
ficiently organized to apply and get visas in time 
for travel.

Ken Service, 
AMOCO, Sanaa.

Editor’s Note:
The Yemen Times did not say that it was the fault 
of the UAE embassy, we explicitly mentioned the 
Government of the UAE. We simply said that visa 
processing for Yemenis is an exceptionally long 
and arduous process, something dictated by Abu 
Dhabi rather than the embassy here in Sanaa. In 
fact, we realize that the embassy is often put in 
awkward situations when it finds its hands tied and 
unable to help. If the article suggested that the 
embassy was responsible, we apologize.
But, let our readers know one more time that the 
time period during which applications were pro­
cessed, was enough for all non-Yemenis to get their 
visas. This is the point. That Yemenis need to go 
through a specially longer process, which does not 
apply to most other other nationals.
The Yemen Times, while respecting the systems 
and regulations of various countries to process visa 
applications, is concerned that Yemenis are singled 
out for special processes. That is why we suggested 
in the article that Yemeni authorities raise the 
matter with the UAE officials.
By the way, the Yemen Times was contacted by the 
UAE which said it had clarifications. We shall be 
happy to publish the same when and if it arrives.

Qualified Engineers in the Ministry 
of Oil & Mineral Resources

I enjoy reading the Yemen Times, and I am very 
thankful for publishing such interesting, diversified 
and vital articles. I would like to state here my 
views on the issue of employing engineers in oil 
companies, on which the Yemen Times presented 
various views recently.
Fact 1:
It is out of the question to treat equally qualified 
engineers who are well educated in good uni­
versities, fluent in English language, and have a 
good experience in their fields with other engineers 
who still need much training and education.
Fact 2:
For the benefit of our country and for a smooth and 
good work, qualified engineers have to have prec­
edence and priority to jobs that corespondent with 
their skills and experience. Unfortunately, most of 
the time, the standards for selecting people to key 
positions do not match the work requirements.
Fact 3:
There are qualified engineers who can and should 
replace foreign workers in many oil companies. 
These foreign workers cost the country a lot more, 
and in hard currency.
Fact 4:
If we compare the remunerations and rights of 
foreign workers to our engineers, we will find there 
is no comparison. For example, on average, the 
income of an engineer working for the Ministry of 
Oil does not exceed YR 10,000, which is less than 
one hundred US dollars per month. A foreign 
engineer working for an oil company would get 
about a hundred times more.
One reason for this mismanagement is that our 
engineers are not nearly as qualified for their jobs 
as the foreginers.
All of us have heard about the visit of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh to the Ministry of Oil and his rec­
ommendations about the situation of Yemeni engi­
neers in the ministry. However, nothing appears to 
have been accomplished till now.

Muhammad Nouraddin,
Computer Engineer,
Ministry of Oil and Mineral Resources.

MUNYE: Honest & Dedicated
In spite of the numerous tragedies that have fallen 
on the Somali people and nation over the past five 
years, due to the poor quality of leadership that has 
become characteristic of the Somali leaders, there 
is one Somali whose good conduct cannot be over 
looked.
I know him by his first name, Munye. He is the 
general manager of the Somali fishing company. 
Unlike other managers who plundered the nation's 
companies and factories and shipped off their 
“savings” to foreign countries, Munye has suc­
ceeded to maintain ships under his command as 
they were left by the last regime. Moreover, his 
company is the only remaining working institution 
that employs people from what was once called the 
Somali state. About 400 employees work on rota­
tional basis and many families depend for their 
livelihood on income generated by the ships.
In addition, the ships are constantly maintained at 
Aden port and the profit is deposited at a bank 
account which can only be withdrawn by a govern­
ment of national unity. Although some of our com­
patriots might resent Munye's achievements out of 
envy or due to tribal prejudice. Nonetheless, his 
continued success in leading the company and he 
enjoys increasing support from the majority of the 
Somali people. In fact, Mr. Munye has done a com­
mendable job which no one can ignore, and cer­
tainly deserves credit for his efforts.
I would like to use this occasion to congratulate 
him and I would urge "Keep Up the Good Work”

By: Mohammed Said Ismail,
Tawahi, Aden.
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Congratulations to YURI
Yuri of Japan 

was recently happily wed to 
Lee of Korea.

We say congratulations to 
the newly-wed couple 

and we wish them 
a happy married life

From:
Kazuko, Yuki, Satsuki, 

Aziza, Nadia & Haniyyah

NOTICE
The Royal Danish Consulate in Taiz takes this 
opportunity to convey its best wishes to all 
Danish citizens residing in the Republic of 
Yemen for a Merry Christmas and a very happy 
and prosperous New Year, 1996.

On this occasion, we wish to draw your attention 
that the Consulate is in the process of updating 
the data concerning the Danish expatriates 
residing within the country. We would like to 
have your names and addresses along with 
contact telephone numbers, etc. registered with 
the Consulate as soon as possible.
Wishing you all the very best, we remain.

With warm regards,

Ahmed Hayel Saeed (Consul General),
The Royal Danish Consulate,
P. O. Box 5302,
Taiz,
Republic of Yemen.

Tel: 04-215170/1/2
Fax: 04-221559/212334
20th December ‘95



Islah Officials 
on the Receiving End

Islah officials are on the receiving 
end these days. They complain 
they are targeted, and that they 
are unable to their job. As a 
result, there is a string of resigna­
tions.
The Minister of Supply and 
Trade, Dr. Mohammed Al- 
Afandi, and the Vice Minister, 
Dr. A. Al-Mikhlafi, have both 
resigned. Mr. Abdullah Al- 
Akwa’, Minister of Water and 
Electricity, has asked to be 
relieved. Several other Islah offi­
cials have been complaining 
bitterly about being cornered and 
targeted.
“It is clear that Islah's aspirations 
to expand its base of influence is 
being checked by the PGC,” said 
one observer from the diplomatic 
community in Sanaa. But, if that 
happens, what is to become of the 
partnership. The strained relation­
ship is already creating rifts 
within the Islah party itself. As a 
result, it is believed that the Islah 
will probably undergo a schism 
as it is expected to be splintered 
into three groups - one group is 
expected to join the PGC, another 
group will go underground, and a 
third group will be a docile 
partner or opposition.
There is mounting pressure on the 
Islah to react to the PGC moves. 
One source of pressure is from 
the fact that by April 1996, it has 
to decide whether it will remain 
in partnership with the PGC or 
not. The PGC-Islah alliance 
document stipulates that either 
side can break off the partnership, 
but it has to do that at least one 
year before the parliamentary 
elections. Another source of 
pressure is the public which 
increasingly sees Islah politicians 
as willing to sacrifice the ideals 
for the sake of remaining in 
power.


