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Unification Day 2002 under a cloud of uncertainty

Yemen security
on high alert
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By MOHAMMED AL-QADHI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

With Unification Day around
the corner, Yemen will be on high
alert this week as officials
attempt to close the door on
potential violence on several
fronts.

Military brigades have been
deployed to Mareb, al-Jawf and
Shabwa following statements by
President Ali Abdullah Saleh last
week that officials believe there
is a plot to attack security in these
areas.

In a meeting with top security
and military officials, President
Saleh wamned that a plot to sabo-
tage security is to be carried out
in the three tribal areas where it’s
believed suspected al-Qaeda ele-
ments are hiding.

The president called for coop-
eration between security and mil-
itary personnel and challenged
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Security officials, such as these pictured in Mareb s electlon, are to beefed

up across Yemen to deal with increasing security threats.

security officials to enforce
Yemeni law or quit.

Unnamed sources have also
told The Times that the govern-

ment plans to impose stiff penal-
ties against anyone selling explo-

sives.

Military brigades in each of

the three governorates
will be put at the dis-
posal of governors.
The governors have
also been ordered to
make a list of wanted
criminals, so they can
be tracked and brought
y to justice. They are
also to report their
security situations on a
monthly basis to the
prime minister and

president.
Meanwhile, intelli-
gence and security

) officials are holding
meetings on a continu-
ous basis to deal with
threats of a group call-
ing itself Sympathizers
of al-Qaeda. The group has
claimed responsibility for several
bombings in Sana’a last month.

Continne on page 4

Intellectuals consider
it ‘thought terror’

Yemeni
novelist
under fire

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The Yemeni Ministry of
Culture has ordered the confisca-
tion of the novel “Qwarib
Jabaliah” or “Mountainous
Boats” by award-winning writer

~Wajdi al-Ahdal

Last week it also ordered the
closure of the Ubadi Publication
Center, which published the
book, and officials say charges
will be laid against al-Ahdal.

The Minister of Culture
claimed the novel insults morali-
ty, religion and conventions of
Yemeni society.

A Yemeni official at the min-
istry said the publisher did not
obtain a permission from the
ministry.

Continue on page 5

Homes of government officials targeted

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

SANA’A — Sympathizers with
al-Qaeda announced their respon-
sibility for Thursday’s explosion
near Prime Minister Abdulgader
Bajammal’s house at Sufan
Quarter, Sana’a.

A statement issued Saturday by
the group said the bomb blast was
originally intended to targeting
the house of Ali Mansour Rashad
whom they described as the man
entrusted with torturing the
Mujahideen inside the Political
Security building.

The statement added that the
group later decided to place the
explosive charge near the prime
minister’s house, since the two
men live in neighboring houses.

The al-Qaeda sympathizers’
statement warned all members of

Al-Qaeda Sympathizers claim
responsibility for recent blast
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the Political Security whom they
described as agent of Americans
that their explosion operation will
be the last one not causing blood-
shed and human loses, before ter-
mination of the ultimatum date.
They said “We, the
Sympathizer with al-Qaeda, have
understood that our messages to
the apostates would not reach

them but with blood.
Thursday’s explosion — the
fifth one in about five weeks —
caused no casualties as the street
was free of people at 5.00 pm.
Windows of nearby houses
were shattered due to the blast
that was heard as far away as al-
Hasaba area.
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New US equipment for
Yemen’s security is here

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Albert Cland, US chief commander
of special tasks forces arrived in
Yemen, Wednesday, May 8..

He discussed with the Yemeni offi-
cials bilateral relations and cooperation
between Yemen and the USA mainly
on cracking down on terrorism.

The visit coincided with the
announcement that the Yemeni interior
ministry received electronic monitor-
ing devices.

The devices which include comput-
ers and cameras will be installed this
week.

The sophisticated monitoring system
will link Yemeni air and sea ports and
land crossing to a central office in
Sana’a.

The US help to Yemen to computer-
ize the immigration points of entry and
exit is part of a terrorist interdiction
program.

Yemeni official sources said a US
military expert has made the recom-
mendation that Yemen will need to
establish a marine patrol police.

The US is trying to push other
donors to chip in to pay for the effort.

The US officials are concerned that

al-Qaeda members who have scattered
across Asia following the defeat of
their Taliban allies in Afghanistan may
seek shelter in Yemen. Therefore it is
important to aid Yemen.

Yemen is expected to need over 250
boats of night watch system to monitor
its long coastline stretching 1500 km.

Germany, Holland, England and
Suadi Arabia are to help in this effort.
There are over 60 US military experts
training Yemeni special tasks forces on
how to launch a crack down on ter-
rerists.

One month ultimatum of
al-Qaeda Sympathizers ends:

- So what comes next?

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Yemeni security authorities are
beefing up security measures around
the capital Sana’a after receiving many
bombing threats.

President Saleh has recently warned
of a plots to carry out acts of sabotage,
especially in the middle region
(Mareb, Jawf and Shabwa).

Security authorities are also con-
ducting investigations with Arab-
» Afghan elements, who took part at the
war in Afghan to drive out the Soviet
occupation. More than 176 al-Qaeda
sympathizers are currently detained by
the Political Security Office.

On the other hand, Abu Ali al-
Harethi and Abu Assem Senyan, two

of the most wanted al-Qaeda leaders in
Yemen are still at large as the authori-
ties have so far failed to locate their
hideouts.

News reports mentioned that al-
Ahdal and al-Harethi are involved in
the last-wave of bombings that target-
ed the secret police office as well as
the residences of its top officials.

Yemeni-US relations are going
through a tense time due to the USA’s
criticism of Yemen’s security forces
and its incapability to track down
allegedly al-Qaeda elements headed
by al-Harethi and Senyan.

Sympathizers with al-Qaeda have
earlier set last Saturday as the end of
the ultimatum to release their com-
rades held at Yemeni prisons or they’ll

otherwise step up a suicide bombing
campaign against top government’s
officials.

Some of the measures taken by the
security to preclude any bombing
attempt was the closure of a street
passing besides the presidency’s
office.

The weekly official paper 26
September reported that the govemn-
ment is to close all shops selling
explosive materials in an attempt to
regulate dealing in this materials.

A sympathizer with al-Qaeda
warned the government from its
attempts to arrest al-Harethi and
Senyan, saying that its not in the gov-
ernment interest to arrest them because
this will cause major problems to it.

After the demise of its founder

Tension plagues Yemen’s
Salafyya movement

By: HASSAN AL-ZAIDI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The Salafyya movement in Yemen
is currently experiencing internal
splits after the death of its founder
Mugbel al-Wadei’ last year.

The disputes triggered after the
exchange of insults between al-
Hajuri, who is in charge of the al-
Da’wa Center in Damaj area, Sa’ada
governorate, and the successor of al-
Wadei’ at the center as well as Abu al-
Hassan al-Marebi, head of Dar al-
Buhuth Center in Mareb.

Sheikh Mugbel al-Wadei’ appoint-
ed last year through a will a number
of scholars as authoritative sources
for the Salafyya movement.

Eighty sheikhs and center heads
across Yemen called in a statement
labeled as *“a clearance of con-
science,” the current situation as a

“great sedition.” They also proposed
eight conditions to end the current
dispute within the Salafyya move-
ment.

Abu al-Hassan al-Marebi and al-
Hajuari exchanged accusations fol-
lowing Abu al-Hassen’s formation of
the Welfare House Association in
Sana’a. This association is branded as
illegitimate by the other societies
belonging to al-Wadei’ followers.

The two parties have since agreed
to dissolve the association, however
the dispute continues.

Analysts believe that the current
disagreement amongst the top leader-
ship of the Salafyya movement is all
about who should have the upper-
hand in running the affairs of the
movement if it goes further, particu-
larly as Abu al-Hassen al-Marebi has
gained much respect following the

demise of the late al-Wadei.

The movement has formerly split
into three sects: Yemeni Hekma
Association group, Ehssan
Association’s group, the Soruryun
group as well as the Sheikh al-
Wadei’s group which is now again
splitting heralds great change in
Islamic movements in Yemen.

Sheikhs and clerics from Saudi
Arabia tried to intervene in solving
the disagreement but their attempts
came to no avail.

The Sheikh al-Wadei's group is
currently the largest one. It has more
than 50 centers and mosques teaching
the Salafyya doctrine.

The same group holds strange
beliefs about democracy and elec-
tions. They also consider disobedi-
ence of the established rule as totally
prohibited.

US ships not to
refuel in Yemen

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Yemeni government's acceptance
to refuel US ships at Yemeni ports is
baseless, a source at the presidency
office said.

This came in response to the Joint
Meeting Parties’ letter to the presi-
dent regarding Tommy Franks’
statements on the president’s readi-
ness to offer facilities to American
ships as part of Yemeni-US relations
to counter terrorism.

The source, added that “it's
regrettable that the leaderships of
these parties took this decision with-
out any verification.”

The statement maintained, that it’s
hoped that these parties don’t make
the same mistakes as some mosque
preachers.

“The wrong mobilization about
the existence of US military installa-
tions carlier in 1998 incited some
Islamist elements to kidnap a group

of British tourists leading to the
death of four Brits during the rescue
operation,” the statement pointed
oul.

General Tommy Franks, com-
mander of the US Central Forces,
stated to the Egyptian satellite chan-
nel that president, Ali Abdulah
Saleh, offered the provision of mili-
tary facilitiecs to US ships in return
for USA's support to Yemen's anti-
terror campaign.
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Nasserite Party:
End ties with USA

The Nasserite Unionist party called
in a statement for stopping what it
called the military cooperation
between Yemen and the United States.

The statement was released by the
party’s central committee at the con-
clusion of the party’s tenth ordinary
round May 6.

“The deals made under this agree-
ment are an utter violation of Yemen’s
sovereignty as well as the security of
the country,” the statement said.

The party also called, through the

statement, to immediately stop any
form of military cooperation and coor-
dination with the USA.

It also described the government’s
silence over the acts made by the
American Ambassador to Yemen, as a
scary indicator of how the government
has lost control over the direction of
the Yemeni-US relations.

The statement called the govemn-
ment to issue an official warning to
the US Ambassador, Edmund Hull, to
stop his undiplomatic behaviors in

Yemen. .

The party also held the govemn-
ment’s platform responsible for the
current deteriorating situation Yemen
is going through.

The party warned of the undeclared
attempts to postpone elections which
is also coupled with the Supreme
Elections Committee’s irregularities.

The Nasserite Unionist Party, a pan-
Arab party, has two seats in the parlia-
ment and is also one of leading oppo-
sition parties.

Explosives trade to be
banned in Yemen

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Dealing in explosives in Yemen is to
be totally banned by the Yemen’s gov-
emment according to the official week-
ly newspaper 26 September, voice of
Yemen'’s armed forces.

The paper maintains that all shops
dealings with explosives will be closed
across the country.

The 26 September’s news story
appeared May 9 revealed that the gov-
ernorates’ governors should actively
participate in tracking down the ele-
ments wanted by the security.

The story also disclosed that there
will be a couple of security precautions
including inspecting for illegal car
plates as well as activating the frontiers
guards’ role.

“Ten fully equipped patrol cars as
well as other financial aids will be allo-

As a measure to reduce security threats, Yemen’'s most famous weapon

market in Jehana will be closed permanently, officials say.

cated for each governorate,” the paper
added, indicating that the governors are
now obliged to directly report to the

president, on a monthly basis, on the
security related issues.

Malaria

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The widespread of Malaria epidem-
ic in Yemen needs strong political
commitment to control it and not
merely medical oriented plans.

This idea was among the proposals
made during a meeting held at the
Shura Council May 7.

Participants stressed the need for
early detection of this epidemic, which
would significantly reduce the cases of
malaria.

Many working papers on this matter

now a hot topic

were presented for highlighting the
dangers of this epidemic and how they
can be reduced.

Holding this meeting coincided with
the breakout of malaria epidemic in
Aden, namely in al-Mansura district
which has been considered a malaria-
free area compared to the other dis-
tricts of the governorate.

"What is worse is that another dis-
ease with a similar symptoms simulta-
neously occurred in the same area
which further complicated the issue,"

He added that a team of specialists
has been formed to deal with this
issue.

Deputy Aden govemnor, Abdulkaim
Shaif, told the Times that as of last
Thursday a team will spray the malar-
ia-stricken districts in order to control
the situation.

Yet, Dr. Shawki al-Mauri, director
of the malaria National Program
denied the spread of malaria at the
extent reported by some local newspa-
pers.

yigkyillg —uiyill GLATYI 3455
Perfect Center

For Training & Development
N
u_lq.a.llo..s.l).\-l-ﬂ_gu.ﬂllﬁl.h.dijfuh.dl_gluﬂl@j”dlwl;m ,}

o

AR V.-D

‘ Ul od

& 123l alf
e

Lan gl y Bslaall 5ol 550
Talll o clgs by
byl e s

i sla e Basias olagls

| [P it ]

L glal ol

mall s ustan Slsm = anlausll il = elaiin — el 4 yppanl
B-meil: EROIEOY. 9 i JyiH aup = £E-TEY uSli— BE.TEY iom VAY. e

Lupeaiy Tl 00

Laladil (gyaa sl s

C‘.IN]J 3asall g" ol lial

S T
- RIS (TN
it A gl
iy Basiaa mlolgd

wicrosort EIW © cracie

MJ.LMeo\).JIc.m.puLc

Steel Building
Juffali

=%  drpEprpupe

Our steel buildings are ideal for:

o Office

¢ Factories

* Farm Buildings
e Service Centers

e Car Sheds

e Grain Storage
* Aircraft Hangars
* Power Plants

BI0IOINOON

Saudi Building Systems

» Commercial Centers
* Recreation Centers
e Showrooms

* Warehouses

HQ: Jeddah tel: 6370036, fax: 6352173
www.butlermfg.com
www.saudibuilding.com.sa
Sana’a Office: tel: 275336, fax: 271638
www.yementrading.com
email: sales@yementrading.com

Dr. Ahmed al-Khalifah said.

Sheraton Sana‘a Hotel

in cooperation with the

Eight people
killed in Shabwa

Eight people were Killed when a build-
ing collapsed in Shabwa governorate last
week. The mud-built building was one of
the oldest buildings in the area.

The collapse has caused panic among
residents for fear that the other buildings
may be exposed to collapsing.

People residing in the area have
appealed the bodies concerned to visit the
site and find immediate solutions to avoid
such incidents for the other buildings.
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Ten houses
collapse in
Taiz area

Ten houses were destroyed and tens of
people have become homeless as a result
of a mountain rift in Attazia district.

Geologists at Taiz University visited
the site and attributed the mountain rifts
to the presence of a fault in the area
which culminated in collapsing the hous-
es.

The report conducted by the team stat-
ed that the unavailability of water chan-
nels during the rainy seasons is a major
cause of collapsing houses.

During the rainy season water penetrat-
ed into the underground layers, which in |
turn results in generating this subsidence
in the volcanic ashes. E

In addition to this, the volcanic layers
composing of pyroclastic rocks which is
above the volcanic ashes have resulted in
mountain rifis and leading to collapse of |-
the houses.

Such natural incidents is not new to
Taiz. Several mountain rifts and faults
occasionally occur in Habashi mountain, |48
Adhela mountain in Qadas and Adomala |-
in Kalaba. r

A geological consultant office needs CE_[E[\’;Z_‘ ‘ZTM[\TC
to be established in the Taiz governorate Te 32255148 Eax 32200328 F.0Y Box 15243

to encounter such natural disaster. ‘ E
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Who will kill Sharon
for YR 100 million?

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Earlier this month, Sa'ada Chamber
of Commerce & Industry allocated
YR 100,000,000 as bounty on the
head of Israeli prime minister, Arial
Sharon. The public reaction to this is
varied.

Yahya Abdu Zahran, a mosque
preacher, said, [ want to kill Sharon
for the sake of Allah because [ will go
to Heaven through this act "inshallah."

Ali Mohammed Saeed, bookshop
owner, regrets that nobody would be
able to kill Sharon since it's impossi-
ble to reach him.

Yet, we have to keep on prayers and
ask Allah to eradicate him and his ter-
rorist state.

While Razaz Hizam, a waiter,
pointed out that he hopes that he can
kill him, but at this situation it's
impossible.

He maintained that he will not do
this for the bounty but because Sharon
has mass-killed Muslims in Palestine
and Lebanon.

Saif Qahtan, an employee, said, that
it's impossible to kill Sharon at this
moment, however, I'd suggest that this
sum is given to support the
Palestinians in the Holy Land.

Youth

A 16-year old boy is said to be held
captive for a whole year in a tribal area
in Shabwa governorate.

Mother of Mohammed Amir al-
Ba'adani issued a press statement to
mass media as well as human rights
organizations all over the world to help
her regain its boy.

Mohammed, according to his moth-
er, was kidnapped a year ago by a trib-
al group led by Ali Balkhir al-Qafan
from Shabwa, who demanded a big
ransom to release him.

held one year

Mohammed's mother added that she
can't afford this sum due to the difficult
financial conditions she's going
through.

"Kidnappers are threatening to kill
the boy if I refused to pay the ransom,"
Mohammed's mother added.

The kidnappers are influential fig-
ures in the Shabwa governorate and
they had formerly kidnapped her hus-
band three years ago holding him cap-
tive for seven months.

Embassy attack
denies charges

suspect

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The man who is charged with attack-
ing the US Embassy, with two hand
grenade in March has told a Yemeni
court he didn’t do it.

Sameer Yahia Awadh, 26, has denied
all charges and his previous confessions
before the prosecutor that he threw two
grenades at the US embassy compound
on March 15.

He said in three hearings held at the
Penal Court of Sana’a recently that he
was arrested by police in front of the
embassy as he was passing by

He confessed that he was carrying a
grenade, but for self-defense as he had
problems with his relatives.

Awadh said also that he was brutally
beaten up by police guards of the
embassy.

However, in the prosecution investi-
gation report, Awadh confessed he car-
ried out the attack to protest the US
stand supporting Israelis in the
Occupied Territories.

“The recent events in Palestine invit-
ed my outrage and as there is no way for
Islamic jihad, 1 decided to throw the
grenades at the US embassy, killing the

Americans who support Israel,” he said
at the time.

He pointed out that he planned and
conducted the attack alone without the
help of anybody else.

He said he planned for the bombing
for five months and he bought three
grenades from Jehana firearms market,
outside Sana’a at YR 3600.

He said he didn’t take any training for
using bombs. “It is so easy and it does-
n’t need any training,” he observed.

When asked if he was afraid of being
killed in the attack, he openly said he
wanted to achieve his goal even if he
was killed.

“My plan was to kill the Americans
who support the Israelis,” he replied.

After the prosecutor Saeed al-Samet
read these confiscations Awadh denied
them all.

He said he was pressured and threat-
ened to say so and that most of what has
been mentioned in the prosecutor’s
report was fabricated.

“I didn’t know that he was a prosecu-
tor while interrogating me. I thought he
was someone in charge of the prison,”
said Awadh.

Awadh said he signed against his con-
fessions out of fear.

The suspect in the hearing sessions of
Tuesday and Wednesday refused the tes-
timony of the witnesses.

They were four security men guard-
ing the US embassy compound. Awadh
said they were from the security and
they wanted to cover their shortcom-
ings.

In those sessions he refused to have
the court judge assign an advocate to
defend him. He chose his own lawyer.

His lawyer al-Fadhal al-Ryashi
appeared in the Saturday session. He
said the confessions of his clients jotted
down in the prosecutor’s report were not
correct.

“He admitted the charges under threat
which make his confessions wrong,” the
lawyer said.

He requested the judge to give a
chance to peruse the case file so as to be
able to defend his client to which the
judge agreed.

He asked him to present his defense
in the final hearing session.

No one from the US embassy attend-
ed the hearing session.

Yemen security on high

alert, expecting trouble

Observers believe the last bombing
was a message to Mansur Rasheed,
thought along with other intelligence
officials to be handling the campaign
seeking al-Qaeda members in Yemen.

Opposition sources said investiga-
tions with people detained over such
bombings have shown the involvement
of Abu Asem al-Ahdal and Abu Ali al-
Hassan in such attacks that rocked
Sana’a last month,

Al-Ahdal and al-Harithy are being
tracked by security men for they are
suspected of being prime leaders of the
al-Qaeda in Yemen. They are thought
to hide in the three tribal areas of
Mareb, Al Jawf and Shabwa.

In Sana’a, security has been tight-
ened mainly around the presidential
compound. Large vehicles have been

kept from passing through the road
near the compound.

While Unification Day will still be
celebrated as usual as holiday this
month, some formal celebrations nor-
mally planned by the government have
been cancelled due to the security
threats.

Yemen also decided last week to call
off the festivities on the 12th anniver-
sary of the Yemeni unification on May
22, 1990. It was officially said that the
decision was taken to express sympa-
thy and solidarity with the Palestinians.
However, opposition politicians
believe there are security reasons for
such a decision and that the govern-
ment is taking al-Qaeda, sympathizers
threats very seriously.

A high ranking opposition leader,

speaking on condition not to be identi-
fied, told the Yemen Times that “The
calling off of the festivities is a part of
the security measures the government
is undertaking right now.” “President
Saleh himself acknowledged that there
were great challenges facing the secu-
rity system in the country,” he
observed.

Other political observers comment-
ed that Yemen should have channeled
the money allotted to the festivities to
the Palestinians to show that the real
reason behind cancelling the festivities
is sympathy with the Palestinians
rather than potential terrorist attacks.

The Yemen Times tried to get securi-
ty men and people in charge of the fes-
tivities comment on such claims, but to
no avail.

Eritrean - Yemen disagree
over Red Sea fishing

The Eritrean Justice Minister, Fuzia
Hashem left Sana'a last Friday after a
visit lasting three days.

A written letter from the Eritrean
president was handed to the president
Saleh revolving around the latest
developments in the Horn of Africa
and the bilateral relations between
Sana'a and Asmara.

Political resources said that
Yemeni-Eritrean relations are decided-
ly cool because the two sides don't
reach a clear elucidation of the verdict
of the International Court of Justice
concerning fishing in the Red Sea.

Fishing in the Red Sea has become a
thorny 1issue between the two coun-
tries. Yemeni officials say that Yemen
and Eritrea have the right to fish in the
joint territorial waters according to the
verdict issued by the International
Court of Justice in the Hague.

Eritrea sees that the verdict of the
International Court of Justice is only
related to the Hunaish archipelago
where disputes were settled between
the two sides and that the two coun-
tries have to adhere to the verdict of
the International Court of Justice.

Eritrean officials have expressed
through Eritrean media their resent-
ment upon the misinterpretation of the
verdict.

‘Eritrean sources said that the
Yemeni fishermen have no right to
approach the Eritrean beaches away
from the disputable area. Similarly, the
Eritrean fishermen have no right to
approach the Yemeni beaches away
from the Hunaish archipelago towards
the cast.

"Some officials in Yemen determine
to interpret the verdict illogically.
Yemen incites its fishermen to fish in

the territorial waters and above all we
allow them to fish in the Eritrean terri-
torial waters on a condition that they
have to sell fish in the Eritrean cities,"
an Eritrean official said.

A Yemeni official who request
anonymity said that in order to reach a
satisfactory solution, dialogues have to
be resumed between the two countries

" or it is better to restore to the

International Court of Justice for tack-
ling properly the misinterpretation of
the verdict.

Campaigns
for Islam’s
image?

Yemen is totally against any mili-
tary move on any Arab country, Shura
Council reported to the president. The
committee also advised the allocation
of funds by Arabs for countering the
anti-Arab campaigns at the Western
media.

It further recommended funding
media campaigns for ameliorating the
images of Arabs already distorted in
the West.

"Explaining the essence of the
Arab-Israeli conflicts should be one
of the priorities of these campaigns,"
the statement said.

The committee also stressed the
legitimacy of the Palestinian struggle
to counter the Zionist occupation in
order to restore its legitimate rights
and build its independent state with
Jerusalem as its capital.

Tragic suicides
continue

A middle-aged person called
Ahmed Mohammed Ali was found
hanged on a branch of a huge Qat tree
on May 3, in Mehal, Saber, 8§ km.
south of Taiz governorate.

"He was found with two stabs clear-
ly seen on his thighs and his cheek was
full with Qat," an eyewitness said to
the Yemen Times reporter.

The horrible scene caused panic
among some people. This is the second
case of its kind in Saber district where
a person hanged themselves to death.

The first one happened when a
woman died by hanging herself on a
rope in the Saber district when she
learned about the death of her husband
during the 1994 civil war.

Moreover, the suicide attempts have
become one of the most enigmatic and
incomprehensible acts which is con-

fined to a specific class of people.

"The reasons and motives leading
to committing suicide can be ascribed
to the weakness of religious discipline,
psychological disorders and social and
family problems," said a police officer
at the Criminal Investigation Bureau.

He further added that the main rea-
sons for committing suicide are family
break-ups, divorce, economic deterio-
rating conditions, low spirits, failure,
feeling sin and guilty

Meanwhile, a woman was severe-
ly stabbed in different parts of her
body by her brother last week in
Mashra'a, 12 km. south of Taiz. Her
brother surrendered himself to the
police. The result of this incidents can
be ascribed also to the long-term fam-
ily disputes which in turn culminated
in the death of family members.
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Intellectuals consider it thought terror

Yemeni novelist under fire of ministry

“The novelist used religious terms
to illustrate sexual scenes, and obscene
sexual phrases that go against our reli-
gious and ethical conventions,” he
added.

He stressed these procedures will
lead to the prosecution of the writer

and the publisher. He refused to give
any details which he said will be pre-
sented later to show that the novel
insults Islam. He pointed that “such
details will be presented as proof to
court when the trial starts,” adding that
the government would respect the

court verdict.

In 2000, the al-Thaqafiah weekly
editor-in-chief, Samir al-Yousofi, was
imprisoned and prosecuted for repub-
lishing “Sana’a: an Open City” by
famous Yemeni short story writer
Mohammed Abdul Wali who died in
the 1970s. He was accused of blasphe-
my and insulting Islam.

The then Minister of Information
Abdul Rahman al-Akwa stood by al-
Yousofi who was harassed by the Islah
party.

The case was later dropped as high
ranking officials intervened to settle it.

The confiscation of al-Ahdal’s novel
has created ripples among intellectuals
and literary men in Yemen. They were
surprised by the action since there are
now plans underway for celebrating
Sana’a as an Arab cultural capital in
2004.

Al-Ahdal told the Yemen Times that
sectarian individuals are behind the
charge, and they're using the false
charge that he insulted Islam.

“It was because the novel mentions
the word ‘Zaidids,” referring to the
Zaidid doctrine, belonging to Shiit. It
is also because Sana’a was the setting
of the events of the story of the novel,”
he said.

“They misinterpreted and misunder-
stood the novel. The word ‘Zaidids’
did not mean to insult the zaidids or
the city of Sana’a at all,” al-Ahdal
pointed out.

He added that his novel was pub-
lished in *al-Thaqafia weekly in 1998
in a series and no one showed any
objection.

A good number of Yemeni intellec-
tuals strongly condemned this proce-
dure of the ministry. They considered
this act -as thought terrorism, -being
exercised against intellectuals in all
Arab countries.

In a press statement they expressed
their full support for the novelist and
the publisher in their battle against
what they described as aggression and
harassment.

They accused critic Abdulsalam al-
Kibsi who lashed out against the nov-
elist of instigating the official institu-
tions against the novel.

Al-Kibsi sent a letter to the publish-
er and other officials, threatening the
publisher of severe punishment if his
house prints the novel, which he
claimed insulted God and all people of
Sana’a. The statement of intellectuals
said the cultural ministry based its pro-
cedure against the novelist on al-Kibsi
claims.

They described al-Kibsi as a sectar-
ian regionalist who did not study the
novel critically but meant to hinder
this rising talent. He was even accused
of being unable to understand a
shrewd novelist as al-Ahdal. They
asked him to apologize to culture,
intellectuals, the novelist and the pub-
lisher.

Al-Ahdal has already published at
least seven short stories and novels. He
gained the first position in the Arab
Youth Ceremony in Egypt in 1998, the
al-Afif Cultural Prize for short story in
1997. He was also given the
President’s Award for short story in
1999

gANAA .NTERNATIONAL sCHOOI.

Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen
Phone: 370-191, Fax: 370-193
_Email: jimgilson@qsiorg
Web site: www.qsi.org -
children for 30 years:

m A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION IS WAITING FOR m
YOUR CHILD: AT SANAA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Beautiful pupose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site on the edge of town
with out-door play area and equipment  Sports fadilities ndude soccer, basketbalf,
and softbaﬁ fields, a double tennis court, and an indoor multi-pumpose area
for volleyball and basketball. Bus sewice available.

@ Performance-Based cumicufum for 5 years of age through secondary school
+ Personalized education/small class sizes

«» Computer instruction for alf ages

% Special offerings (AP Course/Exams, PSAT test, music, art, drama & sports)

% Craduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastem universities
% Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)

% Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

% Attractive premises near the french Embassy ndluding a garden and play area
% Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

% Attendance option: 2, 3, or 5 days perweek

% School hours are from  7:55 am. to 12:00 pm. (hoon)
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Hundreds of candidates in student elections

Craving democracy
at Taiz University

BY RIDHWAN ASSALAHI
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

Freedom is something desired by
people in every nation of the world.
People want to be free in their politi-
cal thought and democratic life.

And elections are the foundation of
democratic societies; elections with-
out bias or harm.

What’s more significant for
democracy than free and open elec-
tions?

In this respect, considering it has
elections coming up with literally
hundreds of candidates, the
University of Taiz seems is a distin-
guished democratic campus.

“These elections at the university
have become a dream for all students
in all departments,” said Gebreel al-
Ezzi, a representative of the student’s
union.

Al-Ezzi notes the number of candi-
dates reached 573 male and female
students, before 107 students were
withdrawn.

“So, the rest of the candidates are
competing with each other,” he said.

Gebreel has called students to
freely to choose the right person
without fear of favor.

Eshraq Haza, a sophomore student
at the College of Law said, “The elec-
tion process has witnessed a high
attendance due to the legal right to
choose the right person to represent
them at the student union.”

The large number of voters has
been unexpected, and comes after
some opposition from students with
special interests. Their attempts
failed.

The period of the previ-
ous union was passed
fo ¥ and it is time to tumn
what some feel is a new
page away from bias and
favoritism, said

A
Mohannad Ahmed Abdulkader, jun-

ior student in biochemistry.
As a female candidate, Ahlam

= LS
Mohammed Abdulmalik commented
that one can deny that democracy is
not practiced in Yemen.

“Those who oppose it have to think
wisely that at least they have a right
and choice to take part in the elec-
tions in a healthy democratic
process,” she said.

Some students complain they’ve
no signs of change have by the previ-
ous student union.

“Representatives during
the four previous years
didn’t do anything that
deserve mentioning. All
they’ve done is provide
the students with hand-
outs at classes,” said student Moneer
al-Hasani.

The chief goal of the student’s’
elections is to find a unified entity for
the whole students at the university.
The need for the elections is a must,
said history student Yasemeen Abduh
Mohammed.

Yasemeen added further that the
previous union has done nothing in
response to renunciation of some stu-
dents at the union, which has stirred
discord instead of gathering students
together.

Abdulgabbar Abdullah
Hassan, junior student in
ol biology, said those who

il oppose elections are
sometimes trouble-mak-

“We need a trouble-free academic
atmosphere for all students through

all their years of studies,”

Abdulgabbar noted further.

Mohammed Ahmed, a
| junior student of bio-
93| chemistry, said he and
his classmates have
faced many difficulties
during their studies at
the university.

No one has showed a keen interest
to prove himself to hold responsibili-
ty at the university campus, he said.

“I'm running for election on the
motivation of my classmates. High
attendance is clearly seen by both

male and female students,”
Mohammed said.
Nadeem  Faisal al-
Qubati said

“Undoubtedly, universi-
ty students have faced so
many problems and I
myself have faced them.
So, we are optimistic to practice our
democratic right in Taiz university.”

The election process at the uni-
versity was carried out in a healthy
democratic atmosphere.

The election process at the uni-
versity will try to bring solutions to
the students’ concerns and problems.
We hope that these elections will
come up with fruitful results for the
sake of student’s interests during
their academic studies.

PSO releases al-Shiraai

The political security
office in Taiz released last
week Abdul Malik al-
Shiraai, a teacher and a
member of the Human
Rights Organization in
Taiz, after two months of
detention for allegedly
being part of the al-Qaeda
Sympathizers organiza-
tion.

Al-Shiraai was accused
of taking part in writing
and distributing a written |
statement bearing the |
name of the organization,
which he denied.

Chief Accountant:

cial statements

Spacetel Yemen
Announces Vacancy for _Always connected.

Qualified candidate shall submit their detailed Resume
and Document to the attention of:

Human Resources Manager, Spacetel Yemen, Yemeni
Kuwaiti Bldgs, Hadda Bldg No. 8,1°".

Tel. (1) 73 333 333 ext. 222
Fax: (1) 73 444 444

Spacetel

- Yemeni NAtional Preferable

- Bachelor of Commerce

- MAster degree in Accounting or professional qualification is Preferable

- Fluent English and Arabic. _

- At least 5 years experience in a service company with handling of
accounts from preparation of journal voucher to the preparation of finan-

- Must have experience of dealing with government agencies for example,
Income Tax, Customs, Social Security etc.
- Must be a team player.

Planning and Budgeting

- Yemeni National Preferable

- Bachelor of Commerce

- Fluent English and Arabic

- Courses/qualification in Management Accounting

- At least 2 to 3 years experience of preparing, monitoring and handling a
service company budget

- Should be able to prepare variance reports for budget vs actual and
investigate variances

- Should be able to evaluate the capital expenditures
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Short Story & Novel
Festival winds up

The  Culture
Ministry conclud-
ed Wednesday its
5-day Short Story
and Novel festival
held at the culture
center in Sanaa. A
keen interest was
clearly shown in
the art of short
story  writings,
narration and
novel, which man-
ifested itself in
depicting reality
of the society.

Culture minister Dr. Abdulwahab
Al-Rowhani addressed the concluding
meeting of the festival and stressed
that the ministry would leave no stone
unturned to reactivate cultural activi-
ties in all its aspects.

Al-Rowhani indicated further that
the culture ministry does its best to
make such festivals to be held periodi-
cally. He called on civil society organ-
izations and men-of-letters to play vital
role to make of such events a success.

The participants discussed various
themes in the field of short story. In
addition to this, ten studies written by
some distinguished Arab writers were
presented during the 5-day festival.

+ More than 140 male and female sto-
rywriters participated this cultural
activity.

The 5-day short story festival was
intended to be a step paving the way
for Sanaa to occupy the status of the
cultural Arab capital in 2004. The final
day was attended by Abdulwahab Al-
Rowhani ,the culture minister ,Ahmed
Al Kolani, the mayor of Sanaa, some
Arab ambassadors, distinguished writ-
ers and intellectuals.

The culture minister finished off the
short story festivals by awarded prizes
and certificates of merits to some of
the distinguished pioneers in the art of
short story writing.

Workshop on coastal
cities wraps up

A workshop on upgrading coastal
cities was concluded last Tuesday.
Working papers were presented during
the workshop focused mainly on the
coastal cities such as, al-Mokalla,
Hodiedah and Aden Harbor.  Around
USD 89 million was allocated for
upgrading the Aden city including
Krater, al-Mansoura and Seera market
financed by the World Bank.

The workshop was organized by the
Planning Ministry Office, local coun-
cils and in collaboration with the
World Bank.

Director generals of institutions, gov-
emnmental organizations, Abulkareem
Shaef, the Secretary General of the
Local Council and representative form
the Yeminvest and businessmen partic-
ipated in the workshop.

Consumer Protection Society
more active: al-Bukhaiti

In order to familiarize the
press about the Yemeni
Consumers Protection
Association's future. plans,
chairman, Hamoud al-
Bukhaiti hosted a press con-
ference May 6, to this end.

Al-Bukhaiti briefed the
pressmen on the achieve-
ments of the association

and other chemicals uséd
for agricultural purposes,”
he added.

He also pointed out to
the importance of activat-
ing the boycotting weapon
against the companies sup-
porting Israel, adding that
it will influence the US
decision-makers.

since the beginning of the current year.

"Amongst the precious achieve-
ments of the association is the cam-
paign to confiscate expired insecticides

Al-Bukhaiti also called for enacting
a law concerning consumer protection
and the setting up of an ad hoc court to
deal with consumer protection cases.

“Spring Fiesta” at
Sheraton Goldmohur

The fashion show “Spring Fiesta”
was hosted at the Sheraton Goldmohur
Hotel in Aden on 25 April with the
presence of over 500 guests. The show
represented the latest fashion suits by
six male models exhibiting in three dif-
ferent modish costumes. The colors of
suits, tie matching, tie knots, suites
edging and dressing were all profes-
sionally selected.

The men modeling was followed by
a ladies dress show, in which a number
of female models exhibited the latest
fashion wear for this season of the
year. This was followed by a draw cer-
emony of gifts presented by sponsor
companies.

This is considered one of the pioneer
fashion shows in Yemen's history. Due
to the success of the event. the Hotel’s

management expressed eagerness o
launch another fashion show in the
near future. “Such activities will cer-
tainly promote tourism in the country.”
said Ala® Hamid, Marketing Manager
of the hot

Arwa University holds
annual cultural activities

By ABDUH AL-
SABRI
YEMEN TIMES
STAFF

Under the spon-
sorship of the
president Ali
Abdullah  Saleh
and under the
motto (Jerusalem
is  Qurs), the
Queen Arwa [}
University held its [SERSS
Fifth Cultural |
Week (FCW) on [
May 9-11 2002,
which was coincided with the Palestine
Intifadha against the Zionist atrocities
in the occupied land.

The 3-day FCW’s activities focused
mainly on the Palestinian support.
Symposiums, political and cultural lec-
tures were delivered to show solidarity
with people in Palestine. Al-Afeef
Cultural Foundation had a vital partici-
pation in making the FCW a success.

Dr. Abdulaziz Abdulghani, the Shura
Council Chairman highly appreciated
the efforts exerted by the Queen Arwa
University and making of the FCW a
success in packing the Palestinians up.

* Our brothers in Palestine have been
fighting tooth and nails for the sake of
their legal right which represents a true
exemplary of a resounding victory of
strong Palestinian will,” the Shura
Council Chairman highly praised
Palestinians.

In the same context, the T.V. Sector
Chairman, Abdulghani al-Shameri said
that the Queen Arwa University has
done its spare no efforts to hold such
activities for the benefit of the
Palestinians.

* We are hoping that other universities

will follow the example of the Queen
Arwa University, in highlighting the
Palestinian issue to the public,” al-

 Shameri said to the Yemen Times

reporter.

On the sideline of the FCW's activi-

ties, a bazaar was allotted to support the
Palestinian Intifadha.
Poctic sessions soiree was delivered by
the Dr. Abdulaziz al-Makaleh and
Sulaiman al-Aisi in conjunction with
al-Afeef Cultural Foundation. In addi-
tion to this, several exhibitions shows
were presented by the Arab and foreign
embassies in our country.

The FCW was attended by the Shura
Council Chairman, Abdulaziz
Abdulghani, State Minister of the
Human Rights, Dr. Waheeba Fara’e,
the Palestinian Ambassador, Yahia
Rabah, members of the diplomatic mis-
sions on Yemen, social dignitaries,
members of the parliament, academi-
cians, teaching staff of the university
and others.

During the FCW'’s activities, distin-
guished top participants were honored
in appreciation of their limitless efforts
to support Palestinians.

Workshop on preserving the
coastal areas is to be held

The third workshop on the strategic
program of the coastal areas of the
Aden governorate is to be organized
by the General Corp. for Environment
Protection in conjunction with the
Regional Corp. for Protection the Red
Sea and the Aden Gulf from 13 to 15
during the current month.

More than 50 participants from dif-
ferent governorates, Jordan, Egypt,
Sudan, and Djibouti will take part in
mapping out a comprehensive manage-
ment for coastal areas in the Aden gov-
emorate.

The national coordinator for regional
program, Dr. Mohammed Mahdi Abu

Bakr stated that the new program will
focus primarily on preserving the natu-
ral resources when implementing or
running developmental projects.

Dr. Mahdi added further that the
workshop will deal with two other
workshops held in Aden revolving
around the environmental undertaking
including the problems of filling up,
washouts and random constructions
along the coastal areas. Other environ-
mental issues will reviewed by the
workshop including the destruction of
the natural sanctuaries and sea coral
reefs.

Seminar on using new health
mechanisms winds up

A seminar on using new health mech-
anisms to districts was concluded last
Friday. The seminar was organized by
the Health Ministry in collaboration
with European Union project to main-

tain the health sector. Participants have
recommended that offering health
services is the only approach to reacti-
vate the role of hospitals to perform its
duties well.

Al-Esra Hospital
soon in Yemen

An extensive study was made to
establish a private hospital in the cap-
ital, Sana'a in collaboration with
Adhban Trading Corporation and al-
Esra Hospital in Jordan.

The study was made between

Mohammed Mobarak Adhban, the
Chairman of the Board of Direclors
and the General Manager of al-Esra

Hospital, Nael Mosaleha.

Al-Esra Hospital is going to estab-
lished with a view of treating people
who traveled abroad for medical pur-
poscs.

[t has 1o be mentioned here that the
hospital will have the same reputation
as that of al-Esra Hospital in Jordan.

In Brief

- Sponsored by the Yemen
Development Foundation based in
Birmingham, UK, the computer cen-
ter of the Sana'a Charitable
Association inaugurated May 6.

- Yemen's foreign minister, Dr.
Abubakr al-Qirbi is to visit
Washington May 9.

- Yemen took part at the seventh con-
ference of Islamic ministers of
endowments held in the Malaysian
capital Kuala Lumpur last week.

- Sana'a mayor, Mr. Ahmed al-
Kuhlani met May 8 the ambassador of
the State of Qatar to Sana'a for dis-
cussing fields of cooperation between
the two countries.

- The al-Afif foundation is to honor
poet Ahmed Abdulrahman al-
Mua'limi May 13 at its premise in

Sana'a.

- Minister of Qil, Dr, Rashid Barba'a,
took part at the Arab energy confer-
ence May 11/14.

- Agrish 2002 for agriculture is to take
place in Thamar city May 14/18.-
Faculty of Arts, Sana'a University, is
to organize its first cultural program
May 18/24.

- Yemen's Journalist Syndicate Aden's
branch organized May 7, a seminar on
the occasion of releasing the strategic
report on Yemen.

- Ministry of Education identified
June for the start of basic education
exams. .

- A seminar on media awareness was
held May 12 at the Press Club in
Sana'a.

Al-Quds football
tournament to kick off soon

In support of the Palestinian people
in the holy land, the Yemen Football
Federation is organizing a football
tournament for four Arab national
teams under the name of the Al-Quds
tournament.

The tournament will kick off May
19 with a match between the
Palestine’s football team and its
Yemeni counterpart. The event will
wrap up May 26 with the participation
of Yemen, Palestine, Oman and
Algeria national teams.

Mr. Saad Salama Deputy Head of
Mission of the Palestinian Embassy in

Sana’a told the Times [B
that this event comes to
reminds Arabs of the
Palestinian issue Arabs’
top concern.

Workshop on gender
wraps up May 13

A training course on gender in the
scholastic textbooks for the basic levels
has wrapped today at the presence of
the State Minister of the Human
Rights, Dr. Waheeba Fara'e starting
from May 11 to 13.

In a statement to the Yemen Times, the
Manager of the Women Center for
Researches and Training, Ramadhana
Mohammed Ismael said that the train-
ing course aims at raising awareness of
the notion of the gender as well as

Sana’a

language.

Required Secretary for a company based in Haddah

- Should be able to work independently.

- Must be computer literate with an excellent abili-
ty to use Word and Excel
Must have excellent administrative skills and
should be well organized.

- Must be fully conversant in English and should be
able to independently draft letters in the English

- Should be presentable.
Applications including copies of testimonials, should

be sent to P. O. Box. 16187 Sana’a, Yemen.
Please include your telephone numbers.

reviewing the curriculum of the basic
levels. She said further that the qualita-
tive difference of both male and female
students at the basic levels from devel-
oped prospective techniques of the gen-
der.

Several working papers have been
presented by professors of the universi-
ty revolving on modemization of the
notion of the gender in the general edu-
cation curricula.

peace of land of 880 sq. meters.
The villa includes:

- 7 bedrooms

- 2 living rooms

- | dining room

- 1 kitchen

- 6 bathrooms

also available

storage room, elc.

VILLA FOR SALE

A deluxe two storey villa with a spacious open basement located at al-Asbahi
complex is for sale to the best offer provider.
The villa is built on an arca of 300 square meters, and is located in a spacious

- 3 external rooms (for guard, driver, cook, etc.) plus their bathrooms
- A huge underground water reservoir with a tremendously big capacity-is

The villa is just a few years old, and was very well built in modern style. It has
an advanced electricity and internal telephone network. It is surrounded by
three streets and has its main gate on a paved street in a decent neighborhood
near 22 May Street. The villa also has a variety of features such as balcony,

Anyone interested in the villa can contact Nabeel Yahya at 71136050
Please call early to make sure you seize this valuable opportunity!
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Egypt Syria meet t
revive peace proces

(Reuters) - Egypt's President Hosni
Mubarak began talks with Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad on Saturday to discuss the
Middle East crisis and ways to revive the
peace process.

The Syrian president arrived just hours
ahead of Saudi Arabia’s de facto ruler,
Crown Prince Abdullah, who will join
Mubarak and Assad for a three-way sum-
mit.

The tripartite meeting will be Prince
Abdullah’s first head-to-head talks with the
Arab leaders since his discussions with U.S.
President George W. Bush last month on
how to revive the defunct Middle East
peace process.

Mubarak, who met Assad on his arrival,
told reporters at the airport in the Red Sea
resort of Sharm el-Sheikh that Assad was
visiting “in order to coordinate future steps
in the peace process™.

“I 'will meet the Saudi crown prince in
order to find out what happened during his
visit to America and I believe it was a suc-
cessful visit,” Mubarak said in remarks
broadcast on state television.

Egyptian officials earlier said the three-
way meeting would include discussion of a
U.S. proposal for a Middle East peace con-
ference, which has received a cool response
from Arabs.

Saturday’s meeting groups three major
Arab players in the Middle East peace
process following a surge of Israeli-
Palestinian violence.

It is the first such mini-summit since a
full Arab summit in March endorsed a

Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak (R) meets with Syrian counterpart Bashar al-Assad at the Red Sea resort Sharm el-Sheikh May

11,2002. R

Saudi land-for-peace initiative with Israel.
MAJOR PLAYERS

Egypt, the first Arab state to sign a peace
treaty with Israel, often plays a mediating
role between Israel and the Arabs.

Syria, which seeks the return of the
Golan Heights seized by Israel in the 1967
Middle East war, has traditionally taken a
tough line towards Israel over peace talks,
and had initially been wary of the Saudi
plan before backing it in March.

Saudi Arabia, which has no border with
Israel and has long stayed on the conflict’s
sidelines, has taken an increasingly central

role since its initiative was adopted.

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-
Faisal said in Cairo on Friday he had
briefed Assad about Prince Abdullah’s U.S.
discussions and had no reason to believe the
Syrian leader did not support renewed
peace efforts.

“] saw from him every interest in the ele-
ments of the pursuit of peace,” he told
Reuters and a small group of U.S. newspa-
per journalists.

Asked about Saturday’s meeting, the
Saudi foreign minister said: “Hopefully
they will agree on steps to move forward.”

At the March summit, Arab states backed
a plan offering normal ties with Israel in
return for a full Israeli withdrawal from
occupied Arab land, the establishment of a
Palestinian state and a resolution of the
Palestinian refugee problem.

During his talks in the United States in
late April, Prince Abdullah presented new
proposals on how to end the Palestinian-
Israeli violence, which included an Israeli
withdrawal from Palestinian areas, the
deployment of an international peacekeep-
ing force and renunciation of violence.

Hamas
says
more

suicide

(Reuters) - The founder of Hamas said in an
interview published on Saturday that the
Palestinian militant group would continue to
use suicide bombings against Israel.

Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, spiritual leader of
Hamas, also told Kuwait’s al-Qabas daily that
Hamas had many requests from Palestinian
youths to carry out suicide bombings, includ-
ing females whom he described as “reserve sol-
diers in the long battle.”

He said suicide bombings were one of the
“forms of resistance open against the enemy.”

When asked about a call by Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat to halt suicide bomb-
ings, Yassin added: “Hamas always considers
the higher interests of the Palestinian peo-

people, our leaders and officials. That is why
we are no longer obligated by our previous ini-
tiative.”

Palestinian security forces arrested 14
Hamas members in the Gaza Strip on Thursday
after Arafat ordered measures to foil attacks on
Israeli civilians.

The sheikh told the Kuwaiti daily that
Hamas backs Arafat as long as he continues to
reject “to bow to the dictations™ of Israel and
the United States and does not become a “fight-
er” against resistance movements.

Hamas does not *
said, but the suicide bombings were only a
response to similar Israeli attacks against
Palestinian civilians.

e” targeting civilians, he

Children
iIn web of
politics

(Reuters) - Palestinians threatened on Thursday to knock a gala
U.N. children’s summit off track by injecting Israel’s treatment of
young Palestinians into the proceedings and challenging Israel’s
credentials.

A draft General Assembly resolution, introduced by 22 nations,
including South Africa, Afghanistan, Cuba and Arab states, says
children under Israeli occupation “remain deprived of many basic
rights™ as a result of Israeli assaults on Palestinian cities, towns,
villages and refugee camps.

In response, Israel’s Justice Minister Meir Sheetrit used his
General Assembly speech to accuse Palestinians of training youths
to be suicide bombers. A U.S. official said the conference was the
wrong place for a Middle East resolution. It is not unusual for the
Middle East conflict to be inserted into every conference at the
United Nations but normally these arguments are in the context of
a final declaration. At this session, language on occupied territories
has been agreed, according to Carol Bellamy, the executive direc-
tor of UNICEF, the U.N. Children’s Fund.

But Richard Grenell, a spokesman for the U.S. Mission to the
United Nations, said, “We are encouraging other nations to not
allow this special session on children to be politicized and polar-
ized on yet another U.N. debate on the Middle East.”

Earlier Thursday, Palestinian delegate Dr. Emile Jarjou’i, with-
out mentioning the resolution, told the assembly, “Children are not
interested in politics. They want to live, play, go to school, travel
and explore their world. But they cannot!”

“In the last 19 months, Israeli military forces that have acted
upon the directives of their government have indiscriminately
killed hundreds of Palestinian children. These children were killed
while they lay asleep in their beds, in the arms of their mothers,
while playing and going to school by Israeli military forces,”
Jarjou’i said. Palestinians also threatened to challenge Israel’s
credentials at the summit on children’s rights. They want the U.N.
General Assembly to make sure Israel cannot represent the West
Bank or Gaza, diplomats reported.

“The Palestinian draft resolution and their intention to dispute
our credentials are another attempt to hijack an international con-
ference,” said Mordecai Yedid, deputy director of the Israeli
Foreign Ministry’s U.N. and International Organizations depart-
ment.

ple...We have in the past stopped martyrdom
operations against the enemy.
“But they did not stop their killing of our

attacks

Sheikh Ahmed Yassln, splrltual leader of
Hamas. R

Israelis are all soldiers “dressed in civilian
clothes who only yesterday were officers in
military outfits in their units...,” Yassin added.

Church in squalor after 38-day showdown

Bethlehem stan

(Reuters) - A 38-day standoff at
Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity ended
with Palestinian fighters leaving for exile,
Israeli troops pulling out of town and one of
Christianity’s holiest shrines in squalor.

A thanksgiving mass was planned for
Saturday at the now rubbish-strewn church
built on the site Christians revere as the
birthplace of Jesus.

Under a European-brokered deal the 13
Palestinians in the church who were on
Israel’s most-wanted list were flown on
Friday to Cyprus, the first stop in an exile
that will take them to third countries.

Twenty-six other Palestinians considered
less serious offenders by Israel were expelled
from the West Bank and taken by armored
bus to Gaza. Flag-waving crowds gave them
a heroes’ welcome as the men headed to
beachfront hotel accommodations.

Israeli tanks and armored personnel carri-
ers rumbled out of Bethlehem, the last
Palestinian city still held by Israeli forces
that launched a crushing offensive in the
West Bank on March 29 after suicide attacks
killed dozens of Israelis.

It also appeared that Israc] was backing
away from a confrontation in the Gaza Strip,
where Palestinians had braced for an assault
in retaliation for a suicide bombing that
killed 15 Israelis near Tel Aviv Tuesday.

A senior [sraeli political source said
Defense Minister Binyamin Ben-Eliezer
froze the operation “for the time being” afier
Israeli media reported details of the planned
campaign.

Israel has called up reservists and made no
secret it intended to go after militants in
Gaza.

“We hope Israel will give up on this inva-
sion completely,” Palestinian cabinet minis-
ter Nabil Sha’ath told Reuters in Gaza, call-
ing on Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to
start peace negotiations instead.

Sharon, who has said Yasser Arafat could
never be Israel’s peace partner, has made
talks conditional on an end to Palestinian
violence and a major restructuring of the
Palestinian Authority.

In Cairo, Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister
Prince Saud al-Faisal told reporters he saw a
“ray of light” for Middle East peace in what
he described as a new, proactive stance by
Washington. “There is a ray of hope. The
door is open,” he said.

[sraeli troops pulled out of Manger Square
as cheering Palestinian children ran toward
the Church of the Nativity as calls of *Allahu
Akbar” — “God is Greater” — rang out from
loudspeakers on mosques.

Scores of dazed civilians, clergy and
police also emerged from the shrine Israeli
forces surrounded on April 2, Reuters corre-
spondent Paul Casciato reported from the
church.

“It’s not a church any more, it’s a place
filled with beds and trash,” said teen-ager
Sandy Shahin, a Bethlehem resident who
rushed into the church minutes after the
Israelis lefi,

“The smell is too bad. The floor is too bad.
I'm filled with fear,” Shahin, a Roman
Catholic, said between sobs.

Many of the militants looked haggard and
tired. But' some strode defiantly past the
troops after leaving the fourth-century
church, strewn with mattresses, food scraps
and what the Israeli army said were 40

doff ends

Bethlehem Standoff Ends; Church in Squalor. R

explosive devices left behind by the gunmen.

One Palestinian was carried out on a
stretcher. Another knelt and kissed the
ancient stones outside the church.

Women relatives stood on nearby rooftops
calling out the men’s names. Some wailed
and others shouted abuse at Israeli troops.
“Goodbye, our beloved ones!” yelled a mid-
dle-aged woman.

Diplomats said the final destinations of the
13 men might be settled only when EU for-
eign ministers hold a regular meeting in
Brussels Monday.

At least 1,346 Palestinians and 473 Israelis
have been killed since a Palestinian uprising
against Israeli occupation began in
September 2000 afier peace talks stalled.

PRESS AND GAZETTE NOTICE
INSURANCE COMPANIES ACT 1982

HANOVER INSURANCE COMPANY

TRANSFER OF GENERAL BUSINESS

| NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Hanover Insurance
Company applied to the Financial Services Authority on
19 April 2002 for its approval, pursuant to Part II of
Schedule 2C to the Insurance Companies Act 1982, to
transfer to the London branch of New Hampshire
Insurance Company all of its rights and obligations under
all general insurance and reinsurance policies written by it
in the UK through its London branch prior to 1 July 1991.

2 Copies of the Statement of Particulars of the proposed
transfer are available for inspection from Monday to
Friday between 9.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m. at the following
offices:

(1) AIG Europe S.A., Oberlindau 76-78, D-60323
Frankfurt am Main, Germnany

(2) AIG Europe (Ireland) Limited, AIG House,
Merrion Road, Dublin 4, Republic of Ireland

(3) AIG Europe S.A., Av. Da Liberdade 144/156 - 6th

Floor, Building MCB, 1250 Lisbon, Portugal

AIG Europe (UK) Limited, 120 Fenchurch Street,

London EC3M 5BP, United Kingdom

until 1 June 2002.

3 Written representations concerning the transfer may be
sent to The Financial Services Authority, Major Financial
Groups Division, 25 The North Colonnade, Canary Wharf,
London E14 5HS, before 1 August 2002. The Financial
Services Authority will not determine the application until
afler considering any representations made to it before
that date.
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Saudi says no peace
without East Jerusalem

(Reuters) - Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince Abdullah said in an interview
published on Saturday Israel would
have to withdraw from occupied Arab
territories, including East Jerusalem,
as the price for real peace with the
Arab world.

The prince, who held talks with U.S.
President George W. Bush on the
Middle East crisis last month, told
Asharg al-Awsat newspaper that Arabs
would not accept a partial Israeli pull-
out and Israel had to return all Arab
land it occupied in the 1967 Middle
East war and allow the return of
Palestinian refugees.

“A withdrawal is not enough, there |
must be a return to the pre-1967 |

aggression lines and an end to the
occupation of Jerusalem so that it
becomes the capital of Palestine,” said

Prince Abdullah, the architect of a
Middle East peace initiative that won
Arab and international backing.

“The return of refugees is also a
must,” he told the London-based
paper.

The de facto ruler of the oil super-
power, praised Bush for supporting the
long-standing Arab demand for the
creation of an independent Palestinian
state.

“I must say that President Bush has
played an active role...by insisting on
the necessity of the creation of a
Palestinian state at a time the Israeli
forces tried to annul the Palestinian
Authority,” the paper quoted him as say-
ing.

Prince Abdullah said it was ‘“‘too

early” for the kingdom to say whether it

would take part in possible peace nego-
tiations with Israel. “Our priority is to
lift the suffering of our brothers in
Palestine, and we will do our utmost to

restore Arab rights.”

SEPTEMBER 11 DID NOT DENT
TIES .
The prince said his country’s ties with

its key. Western ally, the United States,
had not been blemished by the
September 11 airliner attacks on U.S.
cities, in which 15 out of the 19 suicide
hijackers were Saudis.

“The Americans did not talk to us
about this because they know our posi-
tion, that we had denounced those
attacks. They also know that terrorism is
not a characteristic of the Saudi people,”
he said.

The Muslim kingdom has taken
measures in support of the U.S.-led war
on terrorism, including scrutinising the
work of charities to ensure funds are not
channelled to militant groups.

Riyadh wants to cleanse the work of
charities from “politics and make sure
that funds reach those who deserve
them”.

It also banned young Saudis from tak-
ing part in any illegal military activity to
“protect them from traps that may be set
for them”, the crown prince said, in an
apparent reference to groups such as the
al Qaeda network of Saudi-born dissi-
dent Osama bin Laden, Washington’s
prime suspect in the attacks.

The prince, who reiterated Riyadh’s
rejection to a possible U.S. military
campaign against Iraq, suggested
Washington had pledged not to wage
any attack against Baghdad if the latter
implemented U.N. resolutions related to
the 1991 Gulf War. “We tell our brothers
in Iraq not to miss the chance and to
implement U.N. Security Council reso-
lutions. The U.S.

Administration promised us that there
will be good things,” he said without
elaborating.

Iraq -
Saudi
relations
warming

(Reuters) - Iraq sent its industry and
minerals minister to Saudi Arabia on
Saturday in another sign of thawing
relations between the two Gulf War
foes, Iraqi newspapers reported.
They said Maissar Rija Shlah
would attend an Arab meeting in
Riyadh, marking the first high-level
official contact between the two
countries since the 1991 Gulf War,
sparked by Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait.
The government newspaper al-
Jumbhouriya said the visit by the Iraqi

delegation came after an invitation by
Saudi Minister of Industry and
Electricity Hashem bin Abdullah bin
Hashem bin Yamani.

Iraqi and Saudi leaders shook hands
and embraced each other at an Arab
summit in Beirut in March.

Saudi Arabia has previously refused
to have direct dealings with Iraq under
President Saddam Hussein.

“This is the first high-level contact
between Iraq and Saudi Arabia since
the two Arab brotherly states started to

normalise relations,” al-Jumhouriya
said.

Iraqi newspapers have also reported
in the last few days that an exhibition
of Saudi products will be held in
Baghdad for the first time.

The papers quoted Iraq’s Trade
Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh As
saying that the volume of Iraq’s pur-
chases from Saudi Arabia had reached
$1 billion under the United Nations’
oil-for-food programme.

Mideast conference needs
thorough preparation: Qatar

(Xinhua) - WASHINGTON, May 10
(Xinhua) Qatar warned on Friday that a
proposed international conference on
peace in the Middle East for this sum-
mer would achieve nothing unless here
is a timetable for steps to end the con-
flict between Israelis and Palestinians.

“We think it’s a good idea, but it
needs a lot of preparation,”

Qatar Foreign Minister
Hamad bin Jassim al-Thani

Sheikh
told

reporters after meeting U.S. Secretary
of State Colin Powell at the State
Department.

“We have to have a timetable and
before the conference everyone knows
where the limits are and what will be
achieved for that conference. That can-
not be done in a conference like this
without preparation before,” he noted.

He said, “If we don’t do that, then
we go to the conference just to argue

and we don’t want a conference to
argue, we need a conference to accom-
plish peace.”

Sheikh Hamad also said any peace
meeting should be based on U.N.
Security Council resolutions calling for
Israel to withdraw from Arab territories
occupied in the 1967 Middle East war.

“The Israelis also have to feel that
they will be accepted among the Arabs,
to have normalized relations with the

Arabs if they do all these things.”

The United States, Russia, the United
Nations and the European Union pro-
posed the conference in an announce-
ment on May 2.

The Arab leaders’ reactions to the
conference have been generally cool.
They have said they are not yet con-
vinced of the value of such a confer-
ence.

Sierre Leone’s
Tejan Kabbah
expected winner

(Xinhua) - Sierra Leone’s incumbent
President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah is
most suitable for a second term in
office as his countrymen intend to
give him another chance to bring
them from peace to reconstruction in
the war-torn country, local observers
said on Friday.

Kabbah, who has declared his
attempt to seek reelection in May 14
general polls, had won high reputation
among the voters as peacemaker.

Security and peace building were the
primary concerns of the 1996 general
elections, so Kabbah pledged to end
the ongoing war and put in place a pro-
gram of action that will provide
opportunities for Sierra Leoneans to
better their lives.

In 1996 polls, Kabbah of the Sierra
Leone People’s Party (SLPP) beat John
Karefa-Smart of the United National
People’s Party (UNPP) by winning
59.5 percent of the votes against 40.5
percent in the runoff.

During six years in office, surviving
a series of attempts to overthrow his
government, Kabbah showed his uni-
form will to achieve permanent peace
with dialogues and negotiations.

Negotiations between the govern-
ment and the rebels in 1999 produced
an agreement in Lome to end hostili-
ties and form a government of national
unity.

Under the Lome agreement, the
United Nations Mission in Sierra
Leone (UNAMSIL) was mandated by
the Security Council to assist the gov-
ernment and the parties in carrying out
peace process.

Following a series of high-level dis-
cussions involving the Sierra Leonean
govemment, the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) and the UNAMSIL, the
security situation in the west African
country dramatically improved.

As a key impetus in the peace
process, the war was officially
declared over in January after the dis-
armament of 47,000 fighters from the
RUF and government militias under a
year-long disarmament program.

Due to the president’s achievement
to end the war, most of the voters will
cast ballots for his reelection,
observers said, adding that the SLPP
has set winning over two-thirds of
votes as its target to establish the gov-
ernment by itself.

The UNPP, which came second in
the 1996 elections, now exists in frag-
ments and is no longer as popular as in
the past.

Its aging leader Karefa-Smart, at 86,
has aligned with the former military
junta leader Johnny Paul Koroma’s
Peace and Liberation Party and Abdul
Rahman’s  People’s  Democratic
Alliance.

The only threat to the ruling SLPP
comes from the main rival All People’s

GENERAL ELECTION DUE IN
SIERRA LEONE A woman supporter
of All People’s Congress, a major
opposition party in Sierra Leone,
takes part in a rally to support its
leader Ernest Koroma at downtown
Freetown, Sierra Leone May 9, 2002.
The general election scheduled to be
held on May 14, will be the first and
most comprehensive polls since the
end of a brutal civil war that plagued
for more than 10 years. (Xianhui)

Congress (APC) party, the observers
said, adding that the SLPP has beefed
up its campaign against it.

Overall, Sierra Leoneans view the
race as a contend for power between
Kabbah and APC’s Emest Komoma.

During the civil war, the APC along
with the People’s Democratic Party,
which is the third largest party in the
country, stocod by the government’s
peace efforts.

The APC is difficult to attract the
voters in the short time because the
timetable of the May 14 election is
very tight following the end of civil
war in January, local observers said.

Although the APC outlined its focus
on jobs, education, housing

and healthcare, it has no viable pro-
grams to make the voters believe that
it is ready to rule the country.

The observers said Sierra Leone
needs a government indeed to strength-
en peace, security and stability to serve
as a springboard for a take off into sus-
tainable development, while Kabbah is
most suitable for it. )

According to the observers, the rul-
ing party is going to sweep the entire
south. The east is partially in the
party’s grip. The north, which used to
be a stronghold for northern-based
political parties, is gradually falling
into SLPP hands with the influence of
its heavyweights. As for the west, the
SLPP will gain ground as it is not
doing badly of late.

President Kabbah and his SLPP
appear to be far ahead of their oppo-
nents. A rally of the SLPP scheduled
for Saturday has been declared to bring
more than 200,000 supporters out into
the streets of Freetown as demonstra-
tion of winning the polls.

Summit to decide
transition of AU

(Xinhua) - Organization of African
Unity (OAU) Secretary-General Amara
Essy said Friday that the transition peri-
od for the OAU to African Union (AU)
would be decided by the heads of state
and government at the summit sched-
uled to be held this July in Durban,
South Africa.

Speaking at a press conference here,
Essy said after providing information to
the heads of state at the summit, the peri-
od of transition would be decided in full
awareness based on the requirement of
the tasks to be performed.

He said “the transformation process is
not a simple matter,” and lessons were
also gained from the attempts made so
far for the integration.

To launch the union, the main organs
of the union which are the assembly, the
executive council, the committee of per-
manent representatives and the commis-
sion would be needed, according to
Essy.

He said, “the launching of AU is as
scheduled, and the launching has noth-
ing to do with the transition period.”

‘!Q,‘ %

“This is not a delay. The transition
period is talking about the time to put
efforts in place to make the whole organ-
ization come into full effect,” added the
secretary-general.

The AU would be launched in Durban
in July 2002.

Earlier this month, the Eminent
Persons Advisory Panel (EPAP), which
is not official organ of the AU, reached
on consensus that there was a need for
the transition period to be extended.

The EPAP was established to assist
the secretary-general and advise him on
the way forward with the transition
process in accordance with the decision
of the summit of heads of state and gov-
ernment in Lusaka, Zambia, last July.

Trying to escape battling warlords

Somalis flee to Kenya

(Xinhua) - Thousands of Somalis have fled into Kenya in
recent weeks for fearing of being victims of the heavy fighting
among warlords in the anarchic country, a statement issued by
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said on

Friday.

In the statement, the UN refugee agency said some 10,000 _
refugees fled to the north-eastern Kenya border town of Mandera
from the Bula Hawa and Luuq regions of Somalia, an influx that
is described as the largest in the past year.

UNHCR said it feared that “the numbers could rise still further
* and had sent a mission to the border region this week to probe
turmoil caused by the conflicts in Somalia since mid-April.

It has become increasingly clear that these people will not [
return home in the near future and there is need to mount a struc-
tured protection and assistance program for them, said the UN
agency. According to the UNHCR mission that went to the
majority of those who fled to Kenya

Kenya-Somalia border,
were women and children.

Meanwhile, Mandera is experiencing a serious water shortage
and a severe lack of drugs in the local hospital. Somalia fell into

civil war among rival warlords since the ousting of former head @

of state Mohammed Siad Barre in 1991. :
Kenya hosts more than 200,000 refugees, most of whom are |
from the neighboring Sudan, Somalia and Ethiopia.
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Three suspects being chased

Pakistan police hunt
suicide bomb gang

(Reuters) - Pakistani police said on
Saturday they were chasing three sus-
pects believed to have bought the car
used in a devastating suicide bomb
attack this week that killed 14 people,
including 11 Frenchmen, and a reward
had been offered.

Sketches of three suspects, who are
believed to have paid 100,000 rupees
($1,700) for the beaten-up 1974
Toyota a day before Wednesday’s
attack in Karachi, have been issued
and two million rupees offered for any
clues leading to a breakthrough.

“We have some information about
the three suspects and we have also
collected some evidence from the
scene of the occurrence, but I can not
say that we have made any major
breakthrough,” a senior police official,
who asked not to be identified, told
Reuters.

The suicide bomber drove alongside
a Pakistan Navy bus on Wednesday
morning, detonating a powerful
device that killed 11 French navy
experts, two Pakistanis and wounded
22 others.

The blast blew a huge crater in the
road, reduced the bus to a twisted and
blackened skeleton, splattering blood
and body parts down the street.

" The 12 French wounded were
flown to Paris on a German military
flying hospital on Thursday, and the
bodies of their 11 dead colleagues
were due to be repatriated on Saturday
after a French forensic team completes
identification of the corpses.

First lead

Pakistani police, along with French
and U.S. Federal Bureau of
Investigation teams, were following
the first lead in the investigation after
a car dealer gave details of three men

who bought the vehicle used by the
bomber, the police official said.

Police traced the dealer through the
car’s engine number.

A fter the blast, Pakistani authorities
quickly rounded up hundreds of
[slamic radicals linked to banned
domestic groups, but officials say the
crackdown was not directly related to
the suicide attack in Karachi.

“A number of people have been
detained and we are questioning them
but no arrests have been made in con-
nection of the blast,” the police offi-
cial added.

A source within the Karachi police
said several raids had been conducted
in the crime-ridden city of 14 million,
and a few people detained.

“At least three raids were conducted
on tips about the three suspects,” he
said. He did not elaborate. An official
at the French consulate in Karachi told
Reuters the corpses of 11 Frenchmen
will be handed over to French author-
ities at a ceremony in Karachi later on
Saturday.

“The bodies will later be taken back
to home,” he added.

Pakistan military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf, a key ally in the
U.S. war on terror, won praise in the
West for promising in January to crack
down on Islamic militants within
Pakistan — a move also aimed at eas-
ing tensions with neighbor and rival
India.

Five militant groups were banned in
January and more than 2,000 militants
detained, but many have since been
released.

Critics say the effort was half-heart-
ed, partly because Musharraf did not
want to further upset more moderate
Islamic groups that also oppose sup-
porting the United States.

French defense mmister visits site of a bnmb explosion in Karachi

Malaysia’'s PM says
opposition is useless

(Reuters) - Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad told opposition par-
ties on Saturday that their days were
numbered, saying the ruling Barisan
Nasional (BN) coalition would emerge
victorious in the next general elections.

Mahathir, Asia’s longest serving
leader, is expected to call a general elec-
tion in 18 months to capitalize on a sen-
timent of suspicion surrounding the
Islamic  opposition’s  since  the
September 11 attacks on the United
States.

The next election is due by 2004.

“If the spirit which [ witness in this
meeting continues, wait and see what
will happen to the opposition parties,”
Mahathir told thousands of members of
his  United Malays  National
Organization (UMNO) at the party’s
S6th anniversary.

“These opposition parties...they
should be afraid, scared, because their
time will come soon,” he told cheering
audience who packed an indoor stadium
near capital Kuala Lumpur.

He also made a veiled reference to
the marginalization of his rival Anwar
Ibrahim, the former deputy prime min-
ister who was sacked and jailed after
mounting a challenge in 1998. Anwar is
serving 15 years for sex and corruption
convictions he says were trumped up.

“To the opposition parties, the people
and issues that you have made use of
are no longer issues in our countries,”
he said without elaborating.

UMNO is the backbone of Barisan
Nasional, which has ruled Malaysia
since independence in 1957.

The ruling coalition parties have
scored a succession of victories in state
and by-election polls since the
September 11 attacks on the United
States.

Mahathir is due to visit Washington
in May 13-15, when he will tell
President George Bush there should no
let up in the fight against terrorism.

Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad waves as he arrives for

the United Malays National
Organization (UMNO) party 56th
anniversary celebrations in Kuala
Lumpur

He will also argue for the United
States to pressure Israel to back-off in
the conflict with the Palestinians. Malay

Muslims are strong supporters of
Palestinian cause and Mahathir’s stand
has won support from foes in the
Islamic party camp.

Washington sees Malaysia as a bea-
con of Islamic stability in Southeast
Asia as the hunt goes on for militant
groups, either homegrown or linked to
the al Qaeda network of Osama bin
Laden, who is accused of mastermind-
ing the attacks.

Malaysia is holding more than 60
suspected militants belonging to a
group police say aims to carve an
Islamic state out of the countries in the
mostly-Muslim Malay Archipelago.

Kabul pokes out from 24 years of war:

‘At least one skyscraper is

By Karen Dabrowska
For The Yemen Times

abul is emerging

from 24 years of war.

Barely. “At least one

skyscraper is still

§ standing. It's the 18

storey communications building”, the

editor of the Kabul Times, proudly tells

visiting journalists. He doesn’t have a

business card. It’s not possible to call

him from overseas as international tele-

phone lines are not in service yet and
email is still a dream.

Ahmad Shah Massoud, the national
hero, smiles with a confident, non arro-
gant pride from almost every street cor-
ner. The Great Massoud Road was
named after the Tajik commander,
leader of the Northern Alliance, who
was assassinated in September.

Last month a Russian Mig, appropri-
ated by the Afghan Air force, crashed
during the celebrations of the tenth
anniversary of Kabul’s liberation from
the Soviet invaders

The Soviet occupation is history. But
the footprints of the Taliban are still
visible. Tapes torn from cassette
recorders cling to the barbed wire on
the building in the Kolda Bishta
District used as a prison by the notori-
ous Ministry for the Prevention of Vice
and Promotion of Virtue. Houses once
occupied by members of Al Qaeda hide
behind large walls and firmly shut
gates.

Afghanistan’s capital is still a city
without a judicial system A number of
ministers in the Afghan Interim
Administration (AIA) don’t have hous-
es in Kabul - they have taken up resi-
dence in the Intercontinental Hotel. For
the first time in its troubled history the
country has a Ministry of Women's
Affairs. Women are starting to venture
out door unaccompanied but few have
shed their burkas in public.

The Minister of Water and Irrigation
takes a personal interest in the guests at
the Intercontinental and extends per-

sonal invitations for a visit to his office.
But not all the guests adopt a grin-and-
bear-it attitude to Kabul's shortcom-
ings. “Perhaps the minister should start
by making sure there is hot water in the
hotel”, muttered a disgruntled visitor.

There are many different people in
town from Afghanistan’s twenty ethnic
groups, exiles who have returned to
their homeland, foreign soldiers from
the International Security Assistance
Force (ISAF), Hazara militiamen, inter-
nally displaced persons waiting to
return home, NGO staff, ex Taliban
minus beards. Life as combatants in a
war zone is the only life thousands of
Afghans have ever known. Integration
into civilian life will not be easy.

Back after exile

The AIA was bolted together in Bonn
last December. According to the
Minister of Information and Culture,
Mahdoum Rahim, “the ministries are
working hard with an empty wallet”.
He is back after years in exile in
America where he set up the
Association for Peace and Democracy
in Afghanistan. Many of the AIA’s min-
isters were freedom fighters who
opposed both the Soviet invaders and
the Taliban, left the country and have
returned, standing on the edge of hope
and praying the convening of the Loya
Jirga (June 10th - 16th) will pave the
wave for a transitional authority which
should be in place by June 22nd. The
plan is to draw up a constitution and
elect a new government in 18 months.

The Loya Jirga is a traditional insti-
tution adapted to modern times. The
term is a combination of two words
from one of Afghanistan’s national lan-
guages, Pashto. “Loya” means grand or
big, and “Jirga” means council, assem-
bly or meeting. It evolved from the
institution of Jirga, which is usually a
council of elders in Afghanistan’s tribal
groups - particularly the Pashtuns - to
settle disputes and deal with day-to-day
problems.

A Loya Jirga held in the southern

Afghan city of Kandahar in 1747
selected a tribal elder Ahmad Shah
Durrani as the ruler and founded the
Afghan empire, thereby establishing
the basis for the Afghanistan that exists
today. The Loya Jirgas of 1915 and
1941 made the critical decisions for the
country to remain neutral during the
two World Wars, while the Loya Jirgas
of 1924 and 1964 rectified constitu-
tions.

For the UN Secretary General's
envoy, Lakhdar Ibrahimi, the main pri-
ority is getting the 1,500 members of
the Loya Jirga to Kabul and making
sure the people are happy with the
selection process. He hopes a head of
state will be selected and the key posts
in government filled. Thirty observers,
old Afghan hands, members of NGQ's
and UN agencies will play a morale
boosting role. But the modalities of the
institution have not been worked out
and its largely a matter of navigating by
sight.

A long process

“The people are very poor. They
have been the hostages of wars fought
on their territory over issues that have
nothing to do with Afghanistan. They
desperately want peace”, Ibrahimi
emphasized. “But anyone who thinks
the lorga Jirga will create a Switzerland
better go somewhere else. This is a long
process. The Taliban were a low class
who got to the top of the pyramid.

They are no longer there and the
pyramid has to regain its balance”.

In the past, soldiers have been the
currency for political power. Previous
regimes stayed in power by killing the
opposition and power sharing is a con-
cept which could take some getting
used to. Loyalty is a commodity which
can be bought. The AIA can do busi-
ness with warlords like the Uzbek
General Dostum who has carved out a
semi-autonomous kingdom in the north
and stated ‘I do not want to fight’ - but
the terms are negotiable. Dostum is
now the Deputy Defense Minister.
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, whose Hezb-i-

Islami was largely absorbed by the
Taliban, is beyond the pale. His forces
are suspected of the recent shelling of
Kabul Airport and he is determined to
derail the Loya Jirga.

Some Afghans believe the AIA’s sur-
vival is dependant on the presence of
foreign peacekeepers. “If the soldiers
leave the sinful people will return and
will fight again”, said Sohraf (18) who
fled to Quetta in Pakistan when the
Taliban captured his village. He
returned when ISAF arrived.

“Now we have our first and last
chance for peace”, said Azizallah a
medical student. He is very conscious
of the fact that ISAF is only in the cap-
ital and its up to the people to make
sure the rest of the country does not
return to a state of war and anarchy.

The Americans are training Afghan
soldiers from all ethnic groups and
hope to leave behind a 60,000 strong
national army.

Never short of opinion

ISAF soldiers are community work-
ers by day - repairing roads and deliv-
ering food to a local orphanage - and
policemen by night. The Afghans are
never short of an opinion and do not
hesitate to make their views about
ISAF known. When asked to fill out a
survey questionnaire many reply with
four page letters.

A drive through Kabul's once fash-
ionable suburbs is a drive through a erie
neighborhoods, the graveyard of villas
where the streets have not been dem-
ined. After expelling the Russians rival
mujahideen groups reduced much of
the city to rubble as they battled for the
capital.

“There has been a lot of destruction
in the past 24 years but you can see the
smiles on the faces of the people. The
country has been destroyed but the spir-
it of the people could not be destroyed™,
said sculptor Amanullah Haiderzad as
he sipped his coffee in the Kabul
Intercontinental looking out of a win-
dow punchered by bullet holes. The
Taliban crudely defaced his mural

which depicted the Buddhas of
Bamiyan But Haiderzad refuses to
admit defeat. He will restore the mural
and he will rebuild the 1,000-year-old
giant Buddha in Bamiyan destroyed
during the Taliban’s five year reign of
terror which ended last year.

Kabul's National Museum, which
spanned thousands of years - from the
artifacts of early cave-dwellers to art-
work reflecting the country”s Greek,
Hindu, Buddhist, and Islamic influ-
ences suffered the same fate but the
Minister of Culture is convinced the
museum will once again be “one of the
best in the world".

Sabra Rahmani goes to work every
day at Afghanistan’s National Gallery.
She is proud of her country’s culture
and heritage and looks forward to pro-
ducing a catalogue of the works on dis-
play. It doesn’t seem to matter that she
cannot afford the fruits depicted on a
water colour even though they are
available in the local market.

Chicken Street, a favorite haunt of
hippies in the heyday of the overland
travel craze during the 60s and 70s is a
shadow of its former self. Tourists are
still few and far between and reports
that foreigners were pricked with
syringes by children who were given
money to attack unsuspecting visitors,
raises the threshold of fear among for-
eigners. But at least two London travel
agents are already thinking of making a
come back. Carpets of all shapes and
sizes, a variety of rabbit and fox coats,
leather jackets at bargain prices and an
amazing array of scarves and brightly
colored dresses have been waiting for a
long time for new owners.

Almost over night Afghanistan has
been transformed from an international
pariah to a member of the international
community and now the Afghans
expect the international community to
stand by them. “There is a feeling that
we defeated communist for you and
you walked away. The international
community cannot afford to be seen to
be walking away this time", empha-

still standing’

sized the British Charge D’Affairs,
Daominic Jermey.

An overwhelming task

The reconstruction of Afghanistan
will be an almost overwhelming task.
Services are non-existent, the economy
has collapsed and the infrastructure is
in tatters. But donor fatigue is not a
problem. More than $4.5 billion was
pledged over the next five years at an
International Conference on
Reconstruction Assistance held in
Japan in January and attended by repre-
sentatives from 61 countries and 21
organizations. Everyone who is some-
one on the international aid circuit
seems to be in Kabul. Since November
British aid totalled £60 million pounds:
the British Embassy re-opened in
Kabul on the same day the Department
for International Development opened
its office. The focus is on projects with
an immediate impact obvious to the
capital’s residents: health, education,
road repairs.

Care International’s water distribu-
tion project is supplying potable water
to 38,000 households (more than
250,00 people) in Kabul. Food is dis-
tributed to 60,000 widows with chil-
dren and community-based schools,
which provide an education for at least
13,000 boys and girls, are open in three
provinces.

The Afghan Media & Culture Centre
(AINA¥*), founded by world-renowned
Iranian photographer Reza Deghati
who was responsible for the UN
Development Program in Northern
Afghanistan in 1990 is providing advi-
sory and financial support to many
independent publications such as the
Kabul Weekly, Malalai (Afghanistan’s
first women’s magazine) and Aamu a
quarterly 300-page research magazine,
A free press is developing. Politically
motivated killings of Pushtuns by
Tajiks are being investigated by Tajik
reporters.

*Aina means mirror :
a mirror reflecting a new beginning.
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Fifth rail tragedy in recent years

POTTERS BAR, England (Reuters)
- Britons, angered by the fifth fatal rail
crash in recent years, on Saturday
questioned how safety standards failed
to prevent a passenger train crash that
killed seven people and injured dozens
more.

Passengers were crushed and flung
out of windows as a four-carriage train
derailed and hurtled into the station at
Potters Bar, north of London, on
Friday.

At least seven people were killed
and six critically injured. About 75
“walking wounded” were treated near
the scene.

The crash renewed Britons® fears
that Third World standards had under-
mined the heavily-used public rail net-
work in one of the world’s richest
nations.

“How can this be? It’s too much.
People will stop using trains if this
goes on,” said Ron Tarling, who was
cut on the head by flying debris as he
drove his car under a bridge where the
train came off the track.

“I sincerely hope that (Transport
Secretary) Stephen Byers has given his
notice in by now. If not, he should do.”

Police and rail authorities would not
be drawn on the cause of the crash but
said investigations would continue
around the clock.

Rail experts and media said faulty
points or debris on the line were the
most likely causes.

Byers moved swiftly to calm public
fears, saying that rail travel was still
the safest form of public transport and
promising a full investigation.

PUBLIC INQUIRY

National newspapers said on
Saturday a public inquiry was essential
if Britons™ battered confidence in the
rail system was to be restored.

“People lost their lives yesterday at
Potters Bar who should still be alive

Brits want answers
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today. Someone in the railway system
is to blame for their loss,” The
Guardian newspaper said in its editori-
al.

The Sun said five crashes in five
years was a shaming safety record.
“The government may claim it is get-
ting to grips with the massive problems
of our rail system. But does anyone
believe them?” The Daily Mirror’s
front page headline read: “Safe? You
must be bloody joking Byers.”

Beleaguered national rail operator
Railtrack, already facing a crisis of
confidence due to other crashes and
delays caused by emergency repairs,

Hatian President Jean-Bertrans Aristide (L) shakes hands with United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan at the United
Nations General Assembly in New York.

said the train was probably traveling at
about 100 miles per hour as normal for
that route.

Some commentators were quick to
blame the accidents of recent years on
the privatization of rail services in
Britain, where the world’s first public
steam railway began operating in 1825.

“We have now had around 60 people
killed in rail crashes in the last five
years. In the five years previous to that,
there were 10 to 11 people killed and
that was when privatization began,”
transport journalist Christian Wolmar
told Sky news.

At the scene of the accident, stunned

e

eye-witnesses and survivors told terri-
ble stories, as rescuers continued to
work overnight to extricate bodies and
investigate the wreckage.

“We just saw bodies flying out of the
train ... One guy was rolled up like a
ball, came flying through the window.
It was just absolutely awful,” said
Amadin Ryan.

Chief Superintendent Andy Wright
of the Hertfordshire Police said he, like
many of the emergency workers at the
scene, had attended a fatal rail crash
which left four dead at Hatfield in 2000
— only five miles from Potters Bar.

Spied for Moscow

Ex FBI agent
gets life in jalil

WASHINGTON, (Xinhua) —
Robert Hanssen, a former U.S. Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agent,
was sentenced on Friday to life in
prison without parole for spying for
Moscow.

Standing before U.S. District Judge
Claude Hiltron at a court in the out-
skirts of Washington, the 58-year-old
Hanssen said he apologized for his
behavior.

“I am ashamed by it,” Hanssen told
the judge. He also expressed his thanks
to his family, friends and co-workers
for their support.

Hiltron told Hanssen he believed
that life imprisonment was appropriate
under sentencing guidelines and under
a plea agreement that Hanssen reached
with the government.

Hanssen was arrested in a Virginia
suburb last year after dropping off a
bundle of classified material at a park
to be picked by his Russian handlers.

Authorities said that over two
decades, Moscow paid Hanssen with
two Rolex watches and 600,000 dol-
lars in cash and diamonds for his clas-
sified materials.

A grand jury brought a 2I-count
indictment against him, and last July
Hanssen pleaded guilty to 15 counts of
espionage as part of a plea agreement
with the government.

Under the agreement, Hanssen
promised to tell all the truth about his
espionage activities, while prosecutors
would not seek the death penalty in
exchange for his cooperation.

UN summit on children
ends after bitter debate

UNITED NATIONS
(Reuters) - A contentious
U.N. summit on children
concluded early on Saturday
with the adoption of a final
document marked by a con-
servative U.S. stamp on
matters of adolescent sexu-
ality and the death penalty.

Representatives  from
more than 180 countries
agreed on 21 new goals in
the broad areas of health,
education, combating AIDS
and protecting children
against abuse, exploitation
and violence.

Throughout this week’s
meeting, the United States
kept to a conservative line,
pushing abstinence as the
preferred approach to sex
education, opposing any
hint of abortion for adoles-
cents and balking at the

Hatian President Jean-Bertrans Aristide (L) shakes hands with United Nations Secretary
General Kofi Annan at the United Nations General Assembly in New York, May 10, 2002.

terms of a global treaty on
children’s rights that pro-
hibits the execution of chil-
dren.

This meant Washington
was in line with the Vatican
and Islamic nations on the
thorniest issues of the con-
ference. Opposing them
were almost all Europeans
and most Latin Americans.

Sichan Siv, the U.S.
ambassador for U.N. social
and economic  affairs,
emphasized repeatedly the
Bush administration stand
against abortion, which is
legal in the United States,

“Safe motherhood in no
way includes abortion or
abortion services,” he said.
He also stressed “absti-
nence, monogamy, fidelity
and partner reduction.”

Canadian diplomat

Gilbert Laurin voiced his
delegation’s disappointment
with the final outcome.

“We would like to register
our dissatisfaction with the
debate that ensued over the
issue of sexual and repro-
ductive health,” Laurin said
at the summit’s close. “This
is a critical issue to the
health, survival and well-
being of children around the
world. This document falls
significantly short.”

He criticized attcmpts
during negotiations to back
away from long-standing
commitments in this area
made in previous major
U.N. conferences on popu-
lation and women, and said
Canada would stick to the
carlier language.

Spain’s U.N. ambassador,
Inocencio Arias, who repre-

sents the European Union,
said the document did not
“fully reflect” commitments
on reproductive health for
adolescents agreed in a pre-
vious U.N. conference in
1990.

Carol Bellamy, executive
director of the conference’s
organizer, the U.N.
Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
was conciliatory in her
remarks: “No one wants to
fail our children. When it
comes to their health and
welfare, there is really very
little  difference among
nations.”

REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTH
The final document jetti-
soned the term “‘reproduc-
tive health services,” which
some Bush administration

delegates said implied abor-
tion. The new wording is
“reproductive health.”

On the death penalty,
Washington objected to lan-
guage barring execution of
those under 18, saying this
violates the rights of states
that permit it. The final doc-
ument finessed this point,
allowing the United States
to avoid committing itself to
abolishing capital punish-
ment for juveniles.

In a concession to Islamic
nations, delegates agreed to
allow a paragraph on fami-
lies to include differences
on “cultural and traditional”
practices. This formulation
in the past has been a veiled
reference to customs allow-
ing husbands to control
wives and family planning.

US pipebomb suspect
held in Iowa

CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa (Reuters) - A
21-year-old college student who the FBI
says admitted planting pipe bombs that
injured six people across the U.S.
Midwest was ordered held without bond
in lowa on Friday pending a hearing
later in the month.

Lucas Helder arrived at the federal
courthouse in Cedar Rapids wearing a
white prison jumpsuit, his manacled
hands before him and a blank look on his
face in contrast to the boyish smile
caught by photographers after his cap-
ture on Tuesday in Nevada.

He pointed an index finger at a crowd
of spectators outside the building but
said nothing. Inside the courtroom he
responded quietly to questions from his
lawyer as he was informed of his rights.

John Jarvey, chief magistrate judge
for the U.S. Northern District of lowa,
ordered Helder held in the nearby Linn
County Jail pending a preliminary hear-
ing on May 22, when he may enter a
plea. Earlier reports indicated he may
seek a jury trial.

There had been speculation that some
of those injured by the devices Helder
allegedly planted in mailboxes in nearby
towns might show up at the court hear-
ing, but none did. His parents were not
present either.

Helder faces the possibility of life in
prison if convicted of the charges against
him — multiple counts of using an
explosive to maliciously destroy proper-
ty and using a destructive device to com-
mit a crime of violence.

The judge ruled Helder was eligible
for a court-appointed attorney — Jane
Kelly of the U.S. Public Defender’s
office in Cedar Rapids. She was with
him in court.

TRAIL OF VIOLENCE

It was one week ago on Friday that
Helder allegedly began leaving a trail of
violence. Mail carriers and rural resi-
dents of western [llinois and castern
fowa began finding crude bombs in
roadside mailboxes, cight in the two
states.

U.S. Marshals escort Luke John Helder into the federal courthouse in Cdar

Rapids, lowa, May 10, 2002. Helder, the 21-year-old college student who the FBI
says admitted planting pipe bombs that injured six people across the U.S. Midwest,
was ordered held without bond in lowa pending a hearing later in the month. Photo

by Reuters

Explosions injured six people, four of
them letter carriers, in Illinois and [owa
that Friday. The victims variously suf-
fered face, arm and hand injuries and
hearing loss. Only one was kept at a hos-
pital and she was later released.

On Saturday, bombs turned up to the
wesl in Nebraska, eight in all. The first
16 bombs were placed in two large cir-
cular patterns, one group in lowa and
Illinois, the second in eastern Nebraska.

Two bombs were found later in
Colorado and Texas.

The devices — made with 6-inch (15-
cm) pipes and nine-volt batleriecs —
were left with typewritten anti-govern-
ment letters, which promised more vio-
lence to get attention.

Helder was captured on Tuesday fol-
lowing a high-speed car chase outside
Reno.

Sheriff Ron Skinner of Pershing

County, Nevada, said on Thursday there
were indications Helder was trying to
complete a massive, multi-state sketch
with his alleged deposits.

“Immediately after he was taken into
custody, in a conversation with one of
my deputies, he said something to the
cliect when he is finished he wanted to
make a smiley face,” Skinner told
Reuters.

Virtually all the bombs that were
found were placed in two circles, one in
Illinois and lowa and another in
Nebraska, that could appear to be the
“eyes” of a smiley face — the simple,
smiling icon first popularized in the
1970s.

Skinner said Helder’s smiley face
comments only deepened the mystery
surrounding the bombing spree.
“Nobody really knows what he meant by
that. It is open to interpretation.”



Busmess & Economy

Off' czals expected in Sana ain Julv

Free trade with Egypt comi

BY MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

new free trade agree-

ment between Yemen

and Egypt is expected

to boost trade

between the two
countries.

The joint supreme commiltee i$
expected to establish the deal when offi-
cials from the two countries meet in
Sana’a in July.

The agreement will aim to increase
the volume of trade which has already
reached to an estimated US $60 million.

Preliminary meetings have included

committees of the Yemeni Commerce
and Industry Minister and the Egyptian
Foreign Trade Minister.

It’s believed that trade can be boost-
ed by making better use of strategic
Yemeni coastal locations. Both Yemen
and Egypt share two strategic water pas-
sageways, that is, Almandab and Swiss
strait.

Meanwhile, the Economic Union
Council of the Arab League is to estab-
lish a free Arab zone. A preliminary
sketch is to be drawn by its preparatory
committee to increase bilateral trade
cooperation not only between Yemen
and Egypt but other countries in the Red
Sea region.

Economic statistics indicate that

Yemen consumes different Egyptians
products such as, medicines (40%),
electrical equipment (30%) and gar-
ments (25%).

Statistics indicate that the volume of
the Yemeni investment has reached to
EGP 70 million. No accurate statistics in
the field of the Egyptian investment in

Yemen has been mentioned.

There are available investment oppor-
tunities in Yemen to be invested by the
private Egyptian sector in the field of
fish canning, medicines, making shoes,
and marketing local products.

Yemeni merchants see the possibili-
ties of establishing trade relations
between Yemen and Egypt so as to

n

increase trade exchange and to facilitate
the flow of products and services to the
markets of the two countries.

Yemen and Egypt are doing their
best in an attempt to promote and
increase their trade imports through not
only their free trade line, but by cancel-
ing double taxation, offering facilities
for merchants, and reducing the custom
tariffs between the two countries,

Yemen possesses agricultural, indus-
trial, and livestock wealth which
enables it to increase the volume of
imports to the Egyptian markets.

It's hoped the new trade cooperation
may eventually extend to African and
European markets.
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Need more than oil

Selling Yemen’s goods

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

hanks to its oil, Yemen

has traditionally had a

trade surplus. But with

uncertainty in that

market, and projec-
tions for national oil exports to
decline, there is increasing pressure
for the country to find other products
to trade.

And an upcoming trade show to be
held in Sana’a soon is geared to exact-
ly that.

Sana’a will host on May 20 - 26
Yemen’s Fourth International Trade
Exhibition to create stronger ties
between Yemen'’s business community
and foreign investors.

A trade official told The Times that
giant manufacturing companies from
all over the world will take part in the
exhibition, and it’s expected that many
trade agreements will be signed during
the week event.

Yemen strives to showcase its best
investment opportunities in the coun-

try, particularly at the Aden Free Zone.
This exhibition is expected be a
focal point for emhancing Yemen’s

YR 67.8 billion (21.7 percent) totaling
YR 380.5 billion due to the high local
demand resulting from the ever-

Goods Category Exports & Re-exports Imports
Foodstuffs 12461.1 111573.0
Raw materials 3028.5 8158.2
Fuel and oils 636503.1 44930.5
Animal and plant oil 668.1 14651.6
Chemicals 2135.6 40857.0
Equipment 1821.9 78321.7
Various products 1138.3 16860.0
Other products 22 3816.0
Total 659831.1 380534.5
Source: Central Statistical Organization

trade relations with Arab countries,
south east Asia countries such as
Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore.

The major Arab participant in this
exhibition is the United Arab Emirates
which has reserved the largest space to
showcase its national products.

Yemeni traders consider this exhibi-
tion as an important step to introduce
the national industry to investors
worldwide.

Imports to Yemen have increased by

increasing population growth.

Trade balance of Yemen achieved a
surplus in 2000 four times higher than
that of 1999, rising from YR 67.3 bil-
lion to 279.3 billion. The total increase
rate is YR 212 billion, up 315 percent.

Yet, Yemeni oil exports accounted
for the lion’s share of the Yemen
exports totaling YR 636.5 billion in
2000.

While that means Yemen is an
exporting country and also has a large

New dams to

protect Aden

To protect Aden from the dangers
of floods, Aden’s Local Authority is
to build dams costing YR
73,964,337 with storage capacity of
308,169 cubic meters.

Similarly, to celebrate the 12
anniversary of the unification of
Yemen, water catchments will be
added in the city at a total cost of
21,140,000 and storage capacity of
96,000 cubic meters.

The Asskhra water basin, another
project in Aden, cost 25,960,233
having a storage capacity of
71,429,000 cubic meter, will also be
inaugurated this month.

Regional meeting
promotes industry

A regional conference for devel-
oping national industries with the
participation of 17 Arab countries,
plus others, will be held in Sana'a
during October.

Available investments opportuni-
ties as well as liberalization trade in
Yemen will be discussed during this
conference.

Oil production up

Dr. Rasheed Baraba’a, Minister of
Oil, predicts that oil production at
block 53 will rise to 35,000 barrels
per day. In addition, there are new
production rigs at the same block
producing 18,000 barrels a day.

Baraba’a added that they’re plan-
ning to drill three developing rigs at
this block.

Traditional markets:

Buying yesteryear

By MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

mong Yemen’s best
loved traditions are
its sugs, or markets,
which date back hun-
dreds of years.

These markets still operate today and
have never been eroded by modern life.
This is, in part, because rural Yemen is
home to the majority of these markets.

These historic markets show ancient
Yemen knew trade a long time ago.

In rural Yemen there are many tradi-
tional markets held on a certain days of
the week, a practice started a long time
ago, drawing large attendance from the
region they're held in.

In most cases these markets usually
take place within eight to 15 km of each
other.

Yemenis have been known through-
out history for their expertise in trade in
ancient times. Yemen has, in fact, one
of the oldest trade routes in Arabia. This
helped it establish good trade relations
with many countries of the region and
Far East.

Share’ab, located to the north of Taiz
and overlooking the Babalmandab
Strait, has seven traditional markets
alone, covering all the days of the
week.

Al-Ahad Souk (Sunday Souk)

This is the most popular market in
Shara’ab Al Salam area.

It is located in the middle routes lead-
ing to different villages of the district. It
is also near Nakhla the valley famous
for its banana cultivation.

Everything one can ever need is
available here, starting with household

needs, livestock, handicrafts and art
such as pottery. There are many modern
products sold here, but this market still
has the air of deep history. Shoppers
flock to this market from all over
Shar’ab.

Al-Juma’a and Al Khamees Souk

Al Jum’a Souk is located is only 15
km from Al Ahad Souk, All kinds of
agricultural products are sold in this
suk. Al Khamis Souk is located 10 km
from Al Ahad Suk. Only livestock are
sold here.
Al-Rabua’a Souk

Al Rabua’a Souk is located 15 km
from Al Khamis suk. It is right in the
center of Shara’ab. This Suk is used for
selling all kinds of products as well as
livestock.
Terms of selling

There are two methods used to meas-
ure goods: either by using either a
measurement called Mikyal or by using
the world standard balance. Yet, some
fruits are calculated and not weighted.

consuming market, Yemen business-
men are hopeful the upcoming exhibi-
tion will open new doors for their busi-
nesses.

Major imports arriving to the
Yemeni markets are foodstuffs, live-
stock, oils, raw materials, cars, electri-
cal appliances and drugs.

Yemen which has a population of
more than 18 million will remain a
vital market for all exporting countries.

But it needs to promote its foreign
trade and increase its exports and not
merely organizing trade exhibitions.
There should be a strong infrastructure
that is required for boosting trade.

The table below show exports and
imports (in YR millions) based on the
category of goods for the year 2000.

Exchange Rate for the
‘Yemeni Rial
as of May 11

uUsb 174.49 174.69
GBP 255:13 255.42
EUR 158.97 159.15
SAR 46.53 46.58
KWD 571.26 571.91
AED 47.51 47.56
EGP 37.58 37.62
BHD 462.83 463.36
QAR 47.93 47.98
JOD 246.11 246.39
OMR 453.23 453.75
CHF 109.21 109.34
SEK 16,29 17.01
JPY  1.368057 1.359613
Source:

Central Bank of Yemen

&The British International School in Sana’a.
Tel:614-510 Tel/fax:614533 vww.tbischool.com email:admin@thischool.com
A Complete British Educational System controlled by a British Headteacher
British & American Teachers/ Plus Teachers’ Assistant for all subjects
After School Clubs! There is no extra fee for text books
No Eutbaeks on Quran & Islamic Studies
Registration begins 15" June 2002/Summer programume will begin in July
In the Primary Section there is a computer in each classroom
An excellent supply of reading books in Arabic & English in each classroom
The Primary School also has practical Science equipment for Years 4-6
We encourage Arabic Grammar in reading as much as English
Fully Functional Computer & Science Laboratories(Internet Access)
A Fully Functional Library with a borrowing system
Building is located in Medina Hasbiyee & we have an excellent bus service

June 2002.

Star Feeders LLC

Head Office

P.0.Box: 3700,
Hodeidah, Republic of Yemen,
Tel : + 00967 - 3 - 203 903 /6 / 977,
Fax: + 00967 - 3 - 203 910/ 203 911
Tix : 0895-5728 MIDEAST YE,
Email:
mideast @mideastshipping.com,
mideasthod @y.net.ye

Integrated Container Feeder Services (ICFS)
Orient Express Lines Limited (OEL)
Orient Shipping Services (OSS)

Samudera Shipping Line Limited (SSL)
Sea Consortium — Middle East (Seacon)
Simatech Shipping, Dubai (SSF)

Middle East Shipping Co. Ltd.

Aden Office

Hayel Saeed Bullding,

P.O.Box: 5470,

Mallaa, Aden, Republic of Yemen,

Tel : + 00967 - 2 - 240 956 / 58 / 60

Fax: + 00967 - 2 - 240 957

Tlx : 0895-5728 MIDEAST YE,

Email:
mescoaden@mideastshipping.com,
mescoadn @y.net.ye

GULF FEEDER DISCUSSION
GROUP (GFDG)

NOTICE TO TRADE

Members of the above mentioned Feeder Grouping having reviewed bunker
prices wish to inform the trade that due to the steady increase in Bunker prices
over the past few months they may be constrained to review the Emergency

Bunker Surcharge (EBS).

Due to volatility of bunker prices Feeder operators will monitor the situation
closely. In the event there is no reduction in bunker prices during the month
of May 2002, feeder operators will be forced to apply a revised EBS wef 1st

The quantum of EBS applicable will be announced in due course.

Sana'a Office

Alsaeed Building, Al- Zubairy Street,
P.O.Box: 12373,

Sana'a, Republic of Yemen,

Tel : + 00967 -1- 202 881/ 874 / 890
Fax: + 00967 -1- 202 883,

E-mail:
mesco@mideastshipping.com
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Words of Wisdom
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The concept of free time is still
- alien in Yemen, partly because
Yemenis have yet to fully accept
the concept of the work-time. Of
course, every body understands
both terms, but in Yemen there is
no real separation between them.

Prof. Abdulaziz( Al-Saqqaf,

1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

&

OUR OPINION

Let’s not
be too late

verywhere you go in Yemen, you find

investors and businessmen complain-

ing because of lack of security. They

' attempt to criticize the government for

not applying more measures to avoid

damaging our country’s reputation abroad, which in

turn hurts our economy. Some people openly express

their surprise that some officials still want to live with

the illusion that there is security in this country. It

would be wiser for such officials to solve the security

problems rather than trying to convince the world of
everything is fine.

Diplomats, foreigners and even other Yemeni offi-
cials have expressed concern over the latest series of
bombings and security threats by ‘“al-Qaeda
Sympathizers™ and others who may not be linked to
the alleged group, but who may want to use it as a
means to create trouble.

So it’s time for Yemen's leadership to show
courage. [t needs to enforce strong measures to limit
the number of weapons in the country to avoid further
violence.

It’s a well-known fact that Yemeni tribes are kind
and humble people, but due to the high number of
weapons in the country, tribesmen could turn danger-
ous if they are triggered. We need to realize that the
government’s failure over the years to control the
flow of weapons from army personnel and border
lines has now resulted in so many weapons possessed
by individuals.

The latest series of bombings and threats should
have prompted more action concerning light weapons
and explosives not only in cities, but also in rural
areas. It is quite straightforward to conclude that
security checkpoints here and there will never be
effective if most of the rural areas thrive with open
arms trading markets.

Our love is for Yemen, and our wish is to have it
retain tourism and stability. Let’s all think of the con-
sequences if we don’t act today.

Many readers may think that [ have been writing
far too many editorials on the trade and carrying of
weapons. But Yemen now has more than 50 million
pieces. I nsist on continuing until this issue is raised
as a serious matter to our president.

Dear President,

1 have been in continuous contact with diplomats,
foreigners, and Yemenis and have realized that one
commeon worry and concern is weapons. [ appreciate
your efforts to add more checkpoints and increase
security measures. But I feel that this may never be
enough.

Isn't it time to start a long-term plan to not only
regulate, but also reduce the number of weapons in
Yemen? It is you who could decide to close the
Jehana and other weapon markets and bring those
weapon traders and dealers to justice. I will never
give up hope, and will wait for your decision. I'm
sure it will help bring investment, tourism, and eco-
nomic prosperity back to Yemen again.

I just hope the decision will not be too late.

The Editor

Do suicide bombers serve
Palestine’s best interests?

| SAADI SALAMA

PALESTINIAN DIPLOMAT

IN SANA'A
o me

t's the same scenario that happened

a few months ago when Israeli

Prime Minister Sharon was in

Washington upon an invitation by

US President George W. Bush.
Before midnight of May 8th, a strong
explosion killed 15 Israeli and injured 42
others in attack at spiel hall in Rishon
Litzion settlement near Tel Aviv.,

This attack occurred while Sharon was
meeting with the US president in
Washington in order to try and put the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict back on the
diplomatic track. In that meeting President
Bush said that he planned to send his CIA
director George Tenet back to Middle East.

The attack was the largest one since the
Israeli military forces reoccupied the
Palestinian territories and destroyed the
infrastructure of the Palestinian National
Authority and the Palestinian properties.
Immediately the Islamic resistance move-
ment “Hamas™ claimed the responsibility.

It is premature to try the recent explo-
sion occurred in Rishon Litzion, but its
important to study this case and wisely
comprehend the lesson out of it.

I believe we are aware that such an
action is welcomed and praised amongst
some Palestinians, and this operation
might sweep some popular admiration,

since there is no political solution seen in
the Palestinian horizon. All there is the
Israeli game of hide and seek where the
invading Israeli occupation forces with-
draw their military machinery only for
returning the next day to re-occupy and
once again re-occupy, There is an Israeli
sequence of lies backed up by the USA
Administration, therefore we see that
Sharon is responsible for violence, and
Sharon will be responsible together with
cabinet for future attacks and violence.

The Israelis did not withdraw as prom-
ised and agreed on yet. They are still ter-
rorizing the civilians pushing them to the
wall, leaving them no chance and no hope
for the future, leading them to commit ter-
ror as a response to the organized state ter-
ror.

Humiliating us daily

What do the Israelis do? They are killing
civilian citizens using the USA-made,
sophisticated war machine. They are
blindfolding eyes, tying hands from
behind with plastic bonds, and they are
humiliating the Palestinian daily by treat-
ing them as cattle or less, revealing their
racist instincts, teaching the world how to
invent war crimes.

Despite all these facts, does civilian
killing at this crucial timing serve the
Palestinian cause? Does it, by giving the
Israelis justifications to in-turn massacre
more Palestinian citizens?

There is an International political move
to establish an independent Palestinian
State that the American President George

W. Bush and the United Nations have
declared, emphasizing that the UN resolu-
tions 242 and 338 are the references for the
establishment of the Palestinian State. It is
true that President Bush’s declaration and
“vision” is not clear enough to a degree
that assures the Palestinians, and maybe
the mysteriousness of this declaration is
intended to pave the road for invading
Iraq.

The struggle is not a goal, it is only a
mean to achieve political gain or to mate-
rialize the goal.

This is what I believe when asked about
the benefits of such operations, even if
they were justified as a response to the
killing of our civilians. There is a sacred
rule that we all must abide by, and that is
that no individual, group, or faction have
the right to represent the majority, espe-
cially when their fate is in stake. That is the
essence of pure democracy and freedom,
where the opinion of the majority counts.

If some are mixing courage with fear, it
is not courageous to bid on the majority’s
fate: this Palestinian majority that have
proven beyond any shadow of doubt that
they are the most courageous nation on the
globe.

The issue is that we nced to accurately
estimate the situation and the changes on
the arena, and to deal with the events only
from the interest of Palestinian national
goals.

This is the homeland that belongs to all
Palestinian, so no one can monopolize its
fate and destiny, especially when it comes
to the security and the political issues.
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The BBC’s
‘impartial’
reporting

t was greatly appalling to see the

bias that the BBC news has. The

news on the 6th May reported the

Jewish Rally that took place in

London. It was a true example of
how untrue facts were reported.

First of all, they claimed that there
were more than 30,000 people, in fact in
the on-line site of BBC they said more
than 55,000 people were there. In reality
there were barely more than 6,000 peo-
ple, out of which, around 500 were
demonstrating against Israel.

Then they took a senseless amount of
effort to follow up a certain family: from
the morning they were packing their food
and getting ready to “protest” to how
they left-their home, walked to Trafalgar
Square...etc.. I wonder why they did not
show us how the family dressed up for
the occasion and why they chose that
colour or the other to wear.

The irony of this is that the same or
even close was not done for the pro-
Palestine rally on the 13th of April when
more than 20,000 real people were there
on the streets protesting, not an imagi-
nary 30,000.

BBC claims to be impartial. In fact it
has a “values book” in which Chapter-2
talks about being neutral.

Such a shame that one of the world’s
media leaders is like that. But why blame
them? After all we know where they
stand, don’t we? The question is, where
does the Arabic media stand?

Why are Yemenis
not treated equally?

By GARY VEY
GARYVEY @EARTHLINK.NET
T o= )

-was touched by your editorial
“Slaves Cannot Liberate Nations.”
It reminded me of something that
happened about a year ago while |
~was visiting Yemen with a group

of other American tourists.

One of the women with our group got a
scratch on her eye-1id that got infected and
caused her eye to close and swell. She
needed some antibiotics and so we were
driven to a hospital near Zabid. The hos-
pital was very busy with many dozens of
families waiting outside the door, many
holding small children who were limp in
their arms. A strong man was guarding the
door, often physically shoving and push-
ing back the desperate fathers who were
worried about their sons and daughters.

Despite this crowd waiting for emer-
gency help, we were immediately allowed
right in to the hospital and almost imme-
diately saw a physician and obtained treat-
ment for the American woman. As they
treated her in a small room, I waited in the
reception room and witnessed the struggle
for Yemeni citizens trying to obtain med-
ical help. I thought it was quite unfair and
had many of the same thoughts that were
expressed in this editorial.

Why is it that American, or non-Yemeni
people, are treated as if they were some-
how special? Surely this hospitality was
appreciated by our group, and especially
by the young woman with the injury, but
we all thought that we ought to have wait-
ed, as we would have had to do in our own
country, until more serious injuries and
sickness was attended to. Surely these lit-
tle children deserved to be seen before this

minor eye infection. We felt bad and
ashamed that we had been treated special
and we could hardly look in the eyes of
the people as we left the hospital. Yet,
they did not show anger at us — on the
contrary, they seemed to understand.

But what did they understand? That it is
accepted practice to treat Arab people as
insignificant? It seems sadly so.

I do not want to start a revolution but
this seems what is needed in all Arab
nations. Arab people have many qualities
of culture that are far more moral and sane
than other races and so they ought to be
teaching their children to be proud and to
demand respect and equality.

Let us start a movement to give respect
to Arab people. Let us all stop working for
sub-standard wages and start cleaning up
our environment and taking pride in Arab
culture. I am not an Arab, but I have
grown to respect this culture and see that
it has not taken its place among the people
of the Earth as a noble and proud people.
This is much too slow in happening but let
us change this now!

We can start by teaching pride in our
schools. We can start by cleaning up our
environment and making it a clean place,
fit for proud people. We can demand
equality and show that we can respect and
act with sanity in the face of foolish
aggression. Let Israel and the rest of the
world decay with their low morality while
Arabs continue to follow the good path of
morality and the way of Allah. And
remember: in history these dramatic
changes have always happened because of
the wishes and actions of the weak major-
ity — not because of the politicians. So let
us act. But let us do this now, before it is
too late.

We cannot return to the dark ages

Your editorial of April 29 on “boy-
cotting” American goods was sober and
thoughtful. If we eliminate all goods made
and or invented in America, including the
electric bulb, we will return to the dark
ages. Was it Clinton who said that while the
world was making micro chips, the Arabs
were making potato chips?

Keep up the good work and continue to
awaken the people to the real dangers and
the real issues. God bless you.

Rashid A. Abdu, M.D.
raal@neoncom.edu

Why do leaders expéct us to abide?

[ agree with our brothers that our leaders
are not fulfilling their promises to the peo-
ple. It is their unenlightened rule that con-
demns us lo the civilization crisis in which
we find ourselves. How ironic it is that the

Middle Eastern nation which grants its
Arab citizens the most political freedom is
[srael!

Why, oh brothers, do we not speak out
on the blood of innocents spilt by Iraq and
Syria?

The Palestinians and their plight are
imporiant, but we must not let them distract
us from the problems we face at home.
Why do we not match our funding for the
martyrs with money for health care, educa-
tion, and other developmen(?

How Arab leaders can live with their
own hypoerisy is one question, Why they
expecl us to do so is a better one.

Sharif Rehmanji
rehmanjisharifwyahoo.com

Why treat Somalis this way?
It's my greatest pleasure to write to you
about how [ feel about Yemenis. | am a

L Lathe Edéton

Somali national, who has faced the greatest
problems in Yemen. | thought when I came
o Yemen that | would be treated in a broth-
orly manner, but instead | was treated
worsc than our Muslim brothers and sisters
of Palestine were treated. s that what [slam
instructs? Why should Ycmenis treat us
with such brutality and harassment? Have
we offended them or do they just they hate
fellow Muslims like us? Or is it because we
came from Africa? Not only did | hate
Yemen, but all Arab countries that have
treated us so bad.
| realized that other nations arc more
humane than the brutal Arabs. Though my
beloved Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was
an Arab, [ just respect them for the prophet
was chosen from them. | know that not all
Arabs are brutal, but [ also know that most
of the Yemenis | met are.
Mohamed Yakafii
yakafii@yahoo.com

| are the adherents of the most unholy of dogmas and their

COMMON

SENSE

Hassan Al-Haifi

Holy site,
Unbholy blood

t was appalling to see the coverage of the release of

the Church of the Nativity from the evil siege of

Zionist tanks. The more appalling element in all

this was the rather cold treatment accorded to the

continuous desecration of all things holy in the
Holy Land by none other than the unholy terrorist Ariel
Sharon.

Let us go back a little in time. When Jerusalem was liber-
ated from the Byzantines in the 7th Century, the Fourth
Caliph, or Successor, of the Prophet Mohammed (Peace of
Allah be upon him) visited the city and was invited by the
Patriarch of the Church of the Ascunsion in Jerusalem to
pray in the Church, in gratitude for liberating them and for
the tolerance and protection which the Moslems undertook
of the Holy Places of both Christianity and Islam in
Palestine.

The humble and dignified pious Caliph, may God rest his
soul, gracefully thanked the Patriarch of Jerusalem for his
invitation and politely excused himself to pray on the outside
turf of the Church grounds. This was not because Omer did
not consider it proper to pray in the Church, but in order to
ensure that a precedent was not set for Moslem rulers to take
over the houses of worship of non-Moslems and thus inter-
vene in their freedom. For over 1,400 years, the protection
of the holy places of Christianity has been continously
assured by all Moslem leaders.

Durign the siege of the Church of the Nativity, Zionist
propaganda was insiting that the Palestininans in the Church
were holding the Church clerics and other staff hostages and
were carrying out destruction and vandalism throughout
their stay at the Church.

More than material damage

However, as the Eminent Church Patriarch was to tell the
Al-Jazeera station after the siege: “We should not simply ask
as to what material damage was inflicted on the Church.
Material damage can always be corrected. The worst thing
that happened throughout the horrendous siege was the fact
that human blood was spilled in the holiest of Christian
Churches and eight lives were martyred (these were the
Patriarch’s words) at the Place where Jesus Christ was born.
That to me is the greatest sacrilege I see in all of this.”

CNN's Walter Rogers, who never hides his Zionist sym-
pathies, and who obviously was sent to the region just at the
right time to ensure that the other correspondents of CNN do
not get ‘carried away’ with describing the Zionist horrors
recently unleashed in the Holy Land, never even took the lib-
erty of asking the clerics at the Church of what they thought
about the Zionsist siege. He knew full well that no God-fear-
ing person could find the right words to describe the horror
that behooves any person at the direspect for any religious
sanctity, which the Zionists are unabashed to perpetrate.

Have we forgotten that a Zionist entered the Prophet
[brahim’s Mosque and mercilessly killed 40 worshippers as
they were kneeling on the ground in humility to God Al-
Mighty at dawn during the Holy Month of Ramadhan? Have
we forgotten the hundreds of churches and mosques that dot-
ted the Holy Land, in the territory that is now Israel, which
were left without any evidence to show their existence, some
of which were hundreds of years old.

Now the world has seen how unholy the Zionist attitude is
towards all religion. Even their own Sabbath is broken when
it comes to killing Palestinian men, women and children
without discrimination. It is clear now that as much as Walter
Rogers tries to cover up the insanity of the Zionist incursion
into Bethlehem, the Zionsits have once again displayed they

chauvinism wreaks with the devil’s scent, no matter how
sweet a protrayal of Zionist madness is given by Walter
Rogers and the other Zionist stoooges in the Western press.

QOut of all this madness, Islam once again proves that it has
the finest record when it comes to tolerance of other God-
fearing people of all religious persuasions.

Give us our calls
back to Pakistan

A A.Bajwa, PAKISTANI
AABAJWA25@HOTMAIL.COM

[ would like 1o draw the immediate attention of Tele
Yemen authorities to a matter of great concern, especially
for Pakistanis serving in Yemen. This problem arose when
direct dialing from Yemen to Pakistan was banned after the
incident of September 11. This ban intended to curtail Al-
Qaida, but immensely increased the agonies of Pakistanis
here as they have been apart from their families in Pakistan.

The government provided a surrogate and allowed 3 min-
utes long indirect calls. The PCOs (Public Call offices)
grabbed this opportunity and started charging and are still
charging 1500 Yemeni Riyals, whereas the due amount is
not more than 800 Riyals . Pakistanis are wily nilly paying
this amount as there is no other way out.

Although, Pakistan is a front state in this anti terrorism
war, Pakistan has not banned calls to Yemen. Now , as the
war is over, the continuation of this ban seems quite ridicu-
lous. Therefore I request the concerned authority to lift this
ban and revive direct dialing to Pakistan.
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Terrorism is no
friend of Islam

COMPILED FROM INTERNET ARTICLE
By Isa Davup

he terrorist attacks on
two major cities of the
United  States  of
America on September
11, 2001, propelled the
important issue of the true source of
terrorism to the top of the world agen-
da. Thus, it has been announced to the
entire world that Islam is a religion of
peace and tolerance that summons indi-
viduals 1o compassion and justice.
Many world leaders, leading media
organisations, television and radio sta-
tions said that true Islam forbids vio-
lence, and encourages peace between

people and between nations. The
Western circles that have come to a full
grasp of the religion of Islam and are
well-informed about Islam as com-
manded by God in the Qur’an noted
clearly that the words “Islam™ and “ter-
ror’” cannot stand side by side, and that
no divine religion permits violence.
The source of the terror is definitely
not from a divine religion. There is no
room for terrorism in Islam. This is
made clear in the Qur’an, the main
source of Islam, and in the practices of
all true Muslim rulers, the Prophet
Muhammad being the foremost of
them. This book reveals, in the light of
the verses of the Qur’an and with
examples from history, that Islam for-

Nation building,
not generals, will
defeat terrorism

says:

By MiIKE COLLETT-VWHITE
LONDON (REUTERS)
T e

.ation building and
economic reconstruc-
tion are as important
as military might if
the United States is to
win its self-styled war on world terror,
a léading think-tank said on Thursday.

Since September 11, U.S. President
George W. Bush has been slow to
make long-term political and econom-
ic commitments abroad, preferring to
focus on fighting wars, according to
the International Institute for Strategic
Studies (1ISS).

“In the campaign against terrorism,
victory means bringing the fruits of the
democratic capitalist system to those
who have not yet fully enjoyed them,”
the London-based group said in its
annual Strategic Survey.

“That task is ultimately one not for
generals but for political scientists. The
United States, as the ranking super-
power for the foreseeable future, must
provide both.”

The 1ISS said Washington had failed
to make a major commitment to lasting
stability in Afghanistan (news - web
sites), where it crushed the ruling
Taliban militia in 2 major offensive last
year.

It said that was despite warnings
against repeating the mistake the West
made at the end of the Cold War — to
leave the volatile, impoverished coun-
try to fend for itself.

Bush, however, did support the
Bonn political process establishing the
interim government of Hamid Karzai
in Afghanistan.

“But deeper military diplomatic or
military commitment ‘was foresworn
on the grounds that U.S. assets would
be more wurgently needed in
Afghanistan to finish off al Qaeda and
the Taliban and elsewhere — Iraq in
particular — to combat other terrorist
and weapons of mass destruction
threats,” the report said.

Iraq also needs nurturing

The United States should also avoid
equating vietory in Iraq with the over-
throw of President Saddam Hussein
and the destruction of any weapons of
mass destruction the country may
have, the [ISS said.

“It (Western policy) also calls for
spawning and nurturing a new lIraqi
government that is stable, unthreaten-
ing to its neighbours as well as the U.S,
and capable of serving the needs of all
of Irag's people, including the Shia and
the Kurds.”

The IISS added that in Iraq, military
strategy and political science could not
be divorced, and that a plan for the

IISS

George W. Bush

establishment and maintenance of a
government was required.

“In some cases, a refusal to engage
in nation-building could constitute a
gross case of strategic negligence,” it
said.

The IISS argued that U.S. engage-
ment in the Middle East was vital to its
priority of attacking Iraq, as height-
ened violence in the West Bank and
Gaza posed political risks to surround-
ing states and could weaken Saudi
Arabia’s support for any campaign.

Political engagement, however
unpalatable, may also be the best way
to reduce the threat of weapons of
mass destruction from North Korea
(news - web sites), the IISS said.

While the U.S. administration may
be tempted to write off Pyongyang as a
“hopelessly opaque enigma, impervi-
ous to political persuasion...such a dis-
pensation would throw out the baby,
the bathwater and the bath itself”.

North Korea's need for humanitarian

aid gave Washington significant lever- '

age over the country, while military
action against Pyongyang was fraught
with difficulties.

“Although the U.S. and its allies
would certainly prevail in the end,
North Korea could inflict very heavy
damage and casualties on South Korea
(news - web sites)...(and) has a far
more robust arsenal of ballistic mis-
siles than Iraq,” the 1ISS said.

Washington could find it hard to
avoid a deeper political commitment to
South America, most notably
Colombia, as it seeks to crack down on
the flow of illegal drugs, the report
said.

But there were countries — the
Philippines, Yemen and Georgia —
where the U.S. military was active and
where it should not get too immersed
in local politics, the 1ISS warned.

bids terrorism and aims to bring peace
and security to the world.

As is known, for centuries, various
acts of terrorism have been carried out
in different parts of the world by differ-
ent groups for a variety of purposes.
Sometimes a communist organisation,
sometimes a fascist group, and some-
times radical and separatist factions
assume responsibility for these acts.
While countries like America often
became the target of attacks by racist
and marginal terrorist groups, the
European countries have been centre
stage for violent acts carried out by ter-
rorist groups. 17 November in Greece,
RAF (Red Army Faction) and Neo-
Nazis in Germany, ETA in Spain, Red
Brigades in Italy and many other organ-
isations seek to make their voices heard
through terror and violence by killing
innocent and defenceless people.

The nature of terrorism changes with
changing world conditions and increas-
es its impact and power with the new
means made possible by developing
technology. In particular, mass commu-
nication tools such as the Internet
extend the scope and influence of the
terrorist activities considerably.

If one is looking for the cause of an
act of terrorism, one must look for its
source in anti-religious ideologies.
Religion enjoins love, compassion, for-
giveness, peace and living according to
high moral standards. Terrorism, on the
other hand, is on the side of cruelty and
violence, causing pain, bloodshed and
committing murder.

Besides the Western organisations,
there are also other terror organisations
of Middle East origin. Terrorist attacks
are carried out by these groups in all
corners of the world. Sadly, the fact that
the perpetrators of various terrorist acts
carry Christian, Muslim or Jewish iden-
tities cause some people to put forward
claims which do not concur with divine
religions.

The truth is that even if terrorists
have Muslim identities, the terror they
perpetrate cannot be labelled “Islamic
terror”, just as it could not be called
“Jewish terror” if the perpetrators were
Jews or “Christian terror” if they were
Christians. That is because, as will be
examined in the following pages, mur-
dering innocent people in the name of a
divine religion is unacceptable. We

need to keep in mind that, among those

who were killed in New York and
Washington, there were people who
loved the Prophet Jesus (Christians),
the Prophet Moses (Jews) and the
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Prophet Muhammad (Muslims). Unless
forgiven by God, murdering innocent
people is a great sin that leads to tor-
ment in Hell. No one who is religious
and fears God would do such a thing.

The aggressors can commit such vio-
lence only with the intention of attack-
ing religion itself. It may well be that
those who carried out this violence did
so to present religion as evil in the eyes
of people, to divorce people from reli-
gion and to generate hatred towards
those who are religiously inclined.
Consequently, every attack on
American citizens or other innocent
people having a religious facade is
actually an attack made against reli-
gion.

Religion commands love, mercy and
peace. Terror, on the other hand, is the
opposite of religion; it is cruel, merci-
less and demands bloodshed and mis-
ery. This being the case, the origins of a
terrorist act should be sought in disbe-
lief rather than in religion. People with
a fascist, communist, racist or material-
ist outlook on life should be suspected
as potential perpetrators. The name or
the identity of the triggerman is not
important. If he can kill innocent peo-
ple without blinking an eye, then he is
a nonbeliever, not a believer. He is a
murderer with no fear of God, whose
main ambition is to shed blood and to
cause harm. For this reason, “Islamic
terror” is an erroneous concept which
contradicts the message of Islam. The
religion of Islam can by no means
countenance terrorism. On the contrary,
terror (i.e. murder of innocent people)
in Islam is a great sin, and Muslims are
responsible for preventing these acts
and bringing peace and justice to the
world.

Khalil Cartoon - ArabWews

What peace can
the strong give?

BUSHRA AL-MAQTARI
FoR THE YEMEN TIMES

he US-sponsored peace
in the Middle East is one
of the ambiguous games

of the present US
administrations. This is more evident

with the current war of extermination -

waged by the Israeli war machine
against the Palestinians. Nevertheless
the current war is perpetrated with the
consent of the US government, which
tries always to find excuses for the
Israelis.

Since the. current US government
came to power, it has been threatening
the world with its anti-terror war. The
September 11 attacks were only the
green light for her to go ahead in its
campaign. Yet, the success achieved in
Afghanistan has encouraged it to lay
the groundwork for another assaults on
other countries.

The US government seems to be sure
that the most outrageous crimes Israel
may commit in the Palestinian territo-
ries will not move a finger of Arabs.
The US-sponsored peace is rather a dif-
ferent peace because it's a peace of the
strong. This has made the Israelis dic-
tate their own terms relying on the
US’s support. The Israeli occupation

forces have been blitzing the
Palestinian cities in an unprecedented
manner. Apparently, the United States
is more eager to impose the Israeli
terms on the Palestinians depending on
their own muscles.

A closer look to the US-brokered
peace under the current circumstances
will reveal that despite the fact that it
has been usually hailed as peace-lover,
it is rather a wolf in sheep’s clothing.
Further, the consequent US govern-
ments have dealt with the peace
process in the Middle in ways that
favor their interests along with the
Zionist state.

The former American administration
led by Bill Clinton strove to reinforce
the concept of fragile peace that only
aimed at containing conflicts. It had
tried to bring about a state of peace and
no-peace, keeping its hand on the steer-
ing wheel.

The United States has, with its freak
understanding for peace, been able to
protect its interests around the world.
This is by showing itself as a peace
advocate in the region and absorbing
the anger of the Palestinians and Arabs
in general.

All the massacres committed against
the Palestinians in the Jinin refugee
camp and Bethlehem have made it
much clearer that the US-sponsored
peace is illusion.

The peace of the strong on the weak
is a big lie.

By S. ALAZEIB,
Lonpon, UK

ALAZT72@YAHOO.COM
T

explaining that I, in no way
advocate or support suicide
bombing, not matter how
hard people have tried to

why a 16 year old girl, a middle aged
man with five kids, a mother, a young
man...etc may decide to sacrifice their
life.

1 come from Palestine, No, not
Pakistan.

Does no one here know their geog-
raphy or history?

I am a Palestinian.

Rational? How can I be? When
everything around me is irrational?
When I've spent my growing years in
a non-sensical environment? When my
teacher 'has beaten me to a pulp to
learn otherwise.

I am a Palestinian..

I have more wounds than you can
ever imagine

Freedom? A bird in a cage enjoys
more freedom than L.

My wings have been snipped, but
only after they've been slowly crushed
bone by bone.

I am a Palestinian, ‘and the dead in

would just like to start by,

convince me. But, I can understand .

their graves have more air to breath.

Wake up and smell the blood. Wake
up and smell the souls of the dead, lin-
gering in the air. Open your eyes to see
beyond the gates of your comfortable
houses and rosey gardens. Wake up
from your never never land dreams
and absorb reality.

I am a Palestinian.

My mother brought me into life,
with all the love in the world.

But you.

You instilled the word ‘HATE’ in
me. ;

You taught me how to read it.

You taught me how to spell it.

But most of all, you taught me how
to FEEL it and then act upon it.

Why is it horrifying when a suicide
bomber attacks? Why is it NOT horri-
fying when you throw your missiles
about, as if leamning some new com-
puter game? Why is it NOT horrifying
when you randomly empty your guns
at innocent people? Why??

Why does the idea scare you so
much? Is it because someone is actual-
ly willing to sacrifice their life? To end
it themselves in the name of their peo-
ple and land?

How ¢an you understand? You cow-
ards, hiding behind your tanks, afraid
of little boys. Firing your bullets with
eyes shut tight. Protecting yourselves

In the mind of a suicide

with living shields. How?? How can
you comprehend the notion that giving
up one’s life, in a lifeless life, fills one
with life?

I am a Palestinian, and I will stand
tall.

No matter how many rubber-
wrapped bullets you aim at me.

You ask yourself, ‘why is this hap-
pening?” Don’t make me laugh. You
are the ones who have nurtured us and
made us what we are....you have creat-
ed so much fear in our lives, that we
fear no more, not even our ‘master’,

‘How about the innocent lives?” you
say innocent? How can they be so
innocent when they sit and watch
silently our slow death, and our ever-
lasting torture?

Dancing the night away, knowing
they have a home to return to.
Enjoying a quiet family meal/ celebra-
tion, where all members of their fami-
ly are accounted for.

Those old people are more of cul-
prits than the younger ones. They’ve
lived longer, seen more and yet said
nothing. They, of all people should
understand. And those poor chil-
dren..well one day they will grow, and
become innocent no more....

[ am a Palestinian.

And, you are my master.

You continue to teach and inspire

bomber

me, but I always seem to get it wrong,

So, you punish me.

And the more you punish me, the
harder 1 try

But, the harder I try, the more I get
it wrong.

You are all guilty, guilty of accept-
ing, guilty of supporting, guilty of dis-
regarding, guilty of fear, guilty of
believing, guilty of not questioning,
and guilty of selfishness. )

Those of you who really are inno-
cent will go to heaven. Why should I
care? When no one cares about me, my
family or land? You ask if I have feel-
ings at all?

Yes, I have feelings of anguish, feel-
ings of rage, feelings of humiliation,
feelings of violation, feelings of pain
and feelings of hate.

1 am a Palestinian,

I am lower than scum.

I have less rights than an animal.

No, I have no rights at all.

But, I deserve it, don’t you think?

Because 1 am a Palestinian.

On the brink of madness? I wish that
way, I wouldn’t be living this brutal
reality.l have to do something, maybe
this time you will understand, maybe
this time you will stop and listen.

I am a Palestinian. And even when I
die, 1 shall remain a Palestinian.

And you will remember that.
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Children need help through the

jungle of violence in youth shows

BY MAHYOUB AL=-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The media plays a pivotal role with
regard to the development of any soci-
ety. It can shape children’s minds in
various ways.

But these budding, fragile minds
need to be handled with care, with the
best pedagogical and educational tech-
niques.

And the media, which has gone
through dramatic changes in technolo-
gy, often causes more harm than good.
This is particularly true with television.

Space channels all over the world,
for example, are in competition with
each other to produce every Tom, Dick
and Harry for children. These programs
in one way or the other are directed
aimlessly.

With this rapid increase of space

channels throughout the world, chil-
dren programs have to be rightly
directed in accordance with the chil-

dren’s interests. Our media needs to
consider children’s different ages.
Then, one should know from where
children’s programs are imported. And
what is the best time for watching these
programs?

Childhood in Yemen needs to be
protected from the imported violence
films televised through the Arabic
channels. On these space stations, all
forms of violence and killing are now
easily seen by our Yemeni children.

Find suitable time

That doesn’t mean that we have to
prevent them from watching TV. But
we need to choose a suitable time for
children to watch and the concerned
bodies at the Yemeni TV channels

need to choose proper programs with-
out violence which later manifests
itself in other consequences.

Most animated cartoon programs
are imported from foreign sources.
These imported programs are haz-
ardous to the intellect of our children,
the same children we need to raise to
be responsible adults who will build
our country in the next generation.

Children are the pillars of any socie-
ty. They are considered to be a national
wealth to lead this country for the bet-
ter.

Undoubtedly, there is a big gap
between children in cities and children
in villages, in terms of their ability to
perceive things. This clearly can be
seen through the way they receive and
respond to things in general. Children
in villages have been exposed to fewer
things, and therefore they seem easily

lost in TV Land

swayed by anything comes to their
minds.

TV is widely watched by children in
cities while in villages that’s not the
case because of the unavailability of
electricity. That’s why educational pro-
grams in villages have to be promoted
and supported by international organi-
zations.

Children’s issues have become the
concern of major international organi-
zations such UNICEF. So we need to
keep this concern over the media’s
impact on our children before such
bodies. It seems, instead, it’s the media
itself that has determined what is good
and bad for our children.

Careful studies and researches have
to be conducted with a view of select-
ing the right programs that will be best
for our children’s minds and aptitudes.

In Thanah Valley

Living the

By HASSAN AZZAIDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Enjoy the camel’s milk. Stay away
from the mosquitoes. And get ready for
the heat.

There’s some advice for you if
you're ever going to visit the Thanah
Valley, one of Yemen’s most historic
places.

This is the part of Yemen, in fact,
which was where the ancient kingdom
of the famous Queen of Sheba ruled.

It’s also is the valley where the

Mareb dam flows into. To the upper
side of the dam many Bedouins live for
the availability of considerable waters.
People here mainly depend on breed-
ing livestock and use camels as a
means of transportation.

Houses of the Bedouins in this part
of Yemen are made up of sticks. This
is, in part, because it’s the best way to
deal with the deadly heat of this region.
Unlike other Bedouins areas, tents can-
not be used here because of the heat.

Education facilities are nonexistent
here. The illiteracy rates is extremely

hard

high due to the people heedlessness
towards this issue, as well as the gov-
ernment’s negligence. Just few people
from this valley have access to educa-
tion.

The problem of mosquitoes here is
a real nightmare. This is because of the
swamps formed at the far ends of the
dam. The only dream of the people is
that the government will someday
establish a spraying program to spray
insecticides in the swamps.

Saleh al-Amsi, an inhabitant of the
valley, said malaria spread by mosqui-

Mubarak Mohammed al-Moaza’a to The Yemen Times:

Oh, honey

Since time immemorial, people have
valued honey.

It was very much used for treatment
and with the passage of time many sci-
entists researched honey, its ingredients
and benefits. Now there is a global
trend towards using honey in the treat-
ment of many diseases were considered
to be incurable. There has also been a
rapid increase in centers that have
been established for the very purpose
of studying the ingredients of honey
and how it can be used to treat people.

During the last winter season, we
made a visit to Almasegha district, in
Shabwa governate, invited to visit
Arrafa’a Beckeeping Association
(ABA).

Arrafa’a Beekeeping Association is
based in Redha area. The idea of estab-
lishing the ABA had been on the minds
of beekeepers in the Almasegha dis-
trict.

At first, the ABA had 62 beekeepers
and 700 beehives. The ABA was grant-
ed a license by the Social Insurance
Affairs in the governate to practice
their activities freely in beekeeping.

A board now includes five members
who are well-experienced in beekeep-
ing and three members entrusted with
monitoring beehives.

ABA's bylaws have been ratified with
a view of improving the living stan-
dards of beekeepers.

In this respect, Naser Abdullah
Salah of The Yemen Times met with
the Chairman of the ABA, Mubarak
Mohammed al-Moaza’a and filed the
following interview:

Q: What are the different methods
used in beekeeping?

A: Traditional methods of beekeep-
ing are preferable. They are handed
down from one generation to another.
That doesn’t mean that modern meth-
ods are not used. Symposiums are held
with a view of exchanging experience
in the field of beekeeping. It is clear
that it is one of the advantageous
resources to increase the individual’s

income. So, we also need modern
methods and ways for beekeeping.

Q: Is honey collected in certain
months of year? How is it collected?

A: Honey is collected during differ-
ent months of the year. In November,
for instance, honey is collected from
the nectar of Christ’s-throne’s flowers.
It is called Albakia honey which is
regarded as first-class honey.

Honey is collected also in two
months of the year, April and May.
During these two months, honey is
known as 4lmerwa where bees collect
the nectar from the Asomra tree (a
domestic tree full of flowers). This kind
of honey is considered to be second-
rate.

The third way of collecting honey is
to that bees feed on flowers during the
rainy seasons where there are a lot of
flowers grown abundantly. Different
processes are used to separate honey
from beeswax.

Beeswax is put in a special sieved
containers where honey is separated
from wax. This process is known as
sieving. The second way is to boil the
beeswax in special containers. As a
result of the high heat, wax and honey
is dissolved and then honey together
with wax are poured to another con-
tainers that have taps to make the honey
flow to bottles or cans. This way
known as boiling.

The fourth method is that the
beeswax is jammed up against the
hand’s balm and fingers and this is
known as jamming.

Q: Honey is used for curing so
many diseases. Can you comment on
that?

A: Undoubtedly, honey is used for
healing many diseases and this has
been indicated in the Holy Qura’an.
“And from the fruits of date-palm and
grapes, you derive strong drink and a
goodly provision. Verily, therein is
needed a sign for people who have wis-
dom. And your Lord inspired the bee
saying: Take you habitations in the

mountains and in the trees and in what
they erect. Then eat of all fruits, and
follow the way of your Lord made easy
(for you). There comes forth from their
bellies, a drink of varying color where-
in is healing for men. Verily, in this is
indeed a sign for people who think.”
(The Bees XVI)

Tense efforts and hard work of many
scientists have resulted in the many
great discoveries which confirm that
honey is very much helpful to treat
many diseases to the extent that it has
become widely labeled as one of the
most sophisticated of modern tech-
niques.

Q: How do you assess the revenues
of beekeeping through your long
experience in this regard?

A: Forming the cooperative associa-
tions is our main concern for increasing
the individual’s revenues. Most bee-
keepers depend entirely on beekeeping.
We see these days most of the Yemeni
families tending towards beekeeping.
The Yemeni honey has witnessed a
good demand in the Gulf States and
other countries in the world, due to its
good reputation.

Q: Do other governmental bodies,
such as the Agriculture and
Irrigation Office show any interest
with regard to beekeeping?

A: The role of the Agriculture and
Irrigation Office’ has no effect at all.
What the beekeepers 'desire is to sup-
port beekeeping. This will in turn sup-
port the national economy.

Q: Any last comments?

A: I think the Yemen Times newspa-
per for its efforts to show to the public
the beekeeper’s worries. 1 call those
who are interested in supporting the
national economy of the country to pay
special attention to beckeepers by giv-
ing them simple loans and providing
new techniques of beekeeping. This
will of course, help the living condi-
tions of beekeepers, regain a good rep-
utation for Yemeni honey and support
the national economy for the better.

life

toes killed his brother
and sister. ;
“I'm the only boy |
of my family, so I pre-
ferred to stay with them
to help and not to go to
school. Mosquitoes are
my biggest enemy.
They never let me sleep,
no matter what I use to
prevent
reaching me.”
Agriculture is vital
for the Bedouins of the
valley due to the availability of water. food for the Bedouins. Further,
Yet, they still face one major problem: Bedouins think that camel milk has
floods, usually on a yearly basis.

them from

Camel milk is the most preferable  Bedouins are very proud to drink this
milk, as they regard as part of their
identity.

extraordinary  nutritious value.

Vacancy
PROGRAMMER ANALYST

A qualified programmer analyst is required in our Main Office in Sana’a. Working hours will be 8:00 — 15:00
hrs Saturday to Wednesday and 8:00 — 12:00 hrs on Thursday.

Job Duties:
a.

g.
h.

Minimum Requirements:
a.

b.

Please don’t call us, we will call you if you were selected for test and interview

CANADEN ¥

nexen

Yemeni National

Maintains standard Company applications using corporate programming standards. Lotus Notes,
Visual Basic and Oracle are the standard programming languages and databases. May, at the direction
of the Applications Specialist, be required to perform needs analysis and to document application
requirements.

Provides general maintenance and integration as required for all business applications as directed by
Supervisor. General maintenance includes, but is not limited to: small program modifications, program
fixes, report changes, file repair and ad hoc reporting.

Provides a higher level of maintenance on systems that require IT expertise to operate. These functions
will include but are not limited to Financial, Payroll, Legal and Inventory applications. Functions
include but are not limited to-daily, weekly and monthly routines for data synchronization between
these applications and other sites. Maintains data integrity and reliability, and provides support where
required. )

Assists in testing applications for projects involving major infrastructure or related business
application changes ensuring proper application operation in compliance with Company standards.
Plans and prepares training sessions about the newly developed programs to familiarize the user with
the new system.

Follows standard project management methodology for development projects including estimating,
timekeeping, monitoring and variance explanation of man-days used.

Provides end-user support and troubleshooting for software applications.

Performs other related duties as assigned by Supervisor.

Bachelor’s degree in Computer Sciences

5 years experience, which would include a strong programming background specifically with PC
based development tools. Computer skills such as Lotus Notes, Visual Basic, Oracle, Clipper/FoxPro,
Windows NT and Office 97.

Fluent in English. Proficient at technical writing, with a strong grasp of IT terminology.

If you have the above requirements, please send your CV
to the following address NOT later than May 29, 2002.

Canadian Nexen Petroleum Yemen
Human Resources
P. O. Box 15137
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
Fax No. 01-269899
Attention: Senior Supervisor, Human Resources
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Seen as the most competitive 4WD vehicle to ever enter Yemen,

It is a revolution in vehicle manu-
facturing technology. It has all the fea-
tures imaginable. It has all the
strength needed in any 4-Wheel-Drive
vehicle. It has the luxury that cannot
be exceeded. It has precision, quality,
and even elegant looks. It it also has
an unbelievable price that could well
beat any competition.

This is “Rexton”, the latest and
breakthrough sport utility 4WD vehicle
manufactured by South Korea's
SsangYong Motor Company.

In April 2002, Rexton was revealed
to the Middle East Market in Dubai,
which was chosen to be the starting

point of distribution to all Arab coun-
tries, including Yemen. The press
launch held in April 20th at the
Sheraton Jumaira Hotel included a
number of journalists from all over the
Middle East, including the Yemen
Times, which witnessed this major
development in the vehicle business
in the region.

During the inaugurating press con-
ference, representatives of
SsangYong revealed the amazing
features of the car with a complete
detailed presentation.

The vehicle is by far, the most mod-
ern ever sports vehicle to hit the
Middle East market. It includes all the
features and facilities available in the
most luxurious cars worldwide.

Mr. Kim Sung-Shin, SsangYong
Motor Company’s Vice President of
Research and Development said,

d “We have come with an unprecedent-

ed structure design, which puts in
practice the latest technologies ever
in this field. This is to introduce the
new vehicle with all its features in the
best possible way to have it resemble

J elegance and perfection in shape and

performance.”

Starting from its  powerful
Mercedes-Benz engine, to its sophis-
ticated yet elegant design, Rexton
has by far surprised all critics in its
ability to compete with the most
prominent vehicle brands in the world
market.

Sales are in an incredible increase
all over the world. According to state-
ments by the company, there is simply
too much demand for more Rexton
vehicles worldwide. This resembles
the great interest in the car that has
proven its durability and comfort.

“We came up with a totally new
body structure, a whole new platform
with new sealing technologies to meet
our objective of improving NVH by 30
percent” added Mr. Kim Sung-Shin.

SsangYong's new luxury lifestyle
vehicle, Rexton, is expected to be
available in Yemen after the UAE in
the coming months. The seven-
seater, which will be available with
petrol or diesel power, has been in
strong demand overseas and is being
credited for a major part of

SsangYong's financial recovery: it's
now in profit after a decade of losses.

Mr. Kim Sung-Shin

Excerpts from Rexton’s
Press Launch in Dubai

* “We have spent lots of energy on Rexton to meet the demands of the Middle East
and would like 1o get positive responses to our efforts.” - Mr. Seung Joo Bang

* “We came up with a totally new body structure, a whole new platform with new
sealing technologies to meet our objective of improving NVH by 30 percent.” -

“For SsangYong, the sky is the limit..” Mr. Jung-Yoon Kim

| 4

- | 3
Representatives of Ssang

Ybng
during Press Launch in Dubal

Mr. Ranganathan:

Specifications and Dimensions
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For information on prices and when REXTON
will be available in Yemen, contact:

Sales Dep. - United Engineering & Auto. Co. Ltd.
60 M Street, Amran Road, Sana'a
Tel: + 967 1 330080 - Telefax: + 967 1 320030

“With its excellent design, & with its Mercedes-Benz Engine technology..
Rexton will surely have a major impact on the Yemeni market.”

Mr. P.V. Ranganathan, the General
Manager of the United Engineering and
Automobile Co. Ltd., the Distributor of
SsangYong Motor vehicles in Yemen
gave a statement to the Yemen Times
on this occasion. Concerning Rexton in
Yemen, Mr. Ranganathan said, “We
will probably start marketing Rexton in
Yemen in August or September.

Yemen's geographical landscape,
mountainous terrain, weather, and
rough roads make four-wheel-drive
vehicles” demand high. Hence, [ per-
sonally feel that a 4WD sport utility
vehicle such as Rexton will have a
great future in the country. The car’s
strength and endurance of difficult con-
ditions will probably set it as a prefer-
ence for many Yemenis. We are looking
forward to starting marketing the car,
which will be introduced to the Middle
East quite soon.”

Rexton’s features are many, but what
makes it unique is its combination of
technology and style. “Rexton is a very
modern car using Mercedes-Benz
engine technology. Being the agent for
Mercedes-Benz, we can confidently
say that Rexton will indeed meet the
expectations of our customers. The
vehicle contains quite advanced tech-
nologies and several sophisticated fea-

tures.

The introduction of the
car in the Middle East was
appreciated by all journal-
ists who attended the
press launch of this new
vehicle,” Mr.
Ranganathan said.

About the power of the
vehicle, Mr. Ranganathan

their vehicle’s endurance
level. Very few companies
in Yemen offer a warranty
period this long for their
vehicles.”

Mr. Ranganathan con-
cluded, “With its excellent

interior and exterior
design, and with its
Mercedes-Benz  engine

added, “The power of
Rexton comes from the

Mr. Ranganathan

technology, which has

fact that it uses the Mercedes-Benz
engine, which is well known for its
excellent performance under all condi-
tions. The vehicle has several unique
features such as Automatic Braking
Differential (ABD), which employs
selective wheel braking to help the
driver maintain directional control and
stability. When wheel slippage is
detected brakes are applied automati-
cally, thus preventing wheel spin. This
ABD technology enhances stability
whilst accelerating over slippery road
surfaces.

Rexton has excellent ergonomics as
there are several features within the car,
making it a match for the top class lux-
ury brands in the world.

The 3-year warranty also indicates
how the manufacturers are confident of

gained consumer satisfac-
tion worldwide, Rexton will surely
have a major impact on the Yemeni
market.

Adding to all its strength, perform-
ance, style, and endurance. customers
will also find that Rexton is a vehicle
with a great pleasure to drive.”

No doubt, Rexton will invade the
Yemeni market because of its super
characteristics and cheap price. It has
all imaginable features that could be in
any car in the world. It has its engine as
the prominent Mercedes-Benz engine,
and it is extremely stylish.

Rexton may be the car that combines
beauty, power, endurance, luxury, and
economic consumption. It will not be
long until consumers realize that
Rexton is the car for Yemen, and the car
that would bring competition to an end!

Mr. Naim Abdel Hadi:

“Rexton will be a major competitor in the
4WD vehicles market in the Middle East.”

On Rexton’s Future in the Middle
East starting from Dubai, Group
General Manager of the SsangYong
Motors distributing company in the
UAE Al-Ghandi Automotive Group,
told the Yemen Times that there was
no doubt that Rexton was a revolution
in Korean vehicle production,

It combines style and performance
in an incredible magnificent interior
and exterior design and surprisingly
strong performance compared to all
other similar sport utility vehicles.

We feel that it is an extremely reli-
able vehicle that would probably face
high demand from the market here in
Dubai and in the whole Middle East.
We shouldn’t forget that the right price

of the car may well serve
as a factor behind this
demand.

In brief, the car has the
potential to compete with
major brands in the
region,”

Economy-wise, Mr
Naim emphasized that
this is part of the game.

will take time to convince
customers of the value of
the car they are purchas-
ing. Usually, it takes
around two years after the
car hits the market to
have customers realize its
value. I believe that it will
not be long before clients
realize how worthy the

“When you introduce a Mr. Naim Abdel Hadi car is for that price.”

new car that is not made
in Japan, the USA, or Europe people
seem to be reluctant to purchase it
despite the cheaper price. However,
people who experienced the car and
checked its features would be amazed
to know how cheap it is. However, it

Mr. Naim concluded
by saying, “l am truly excited on
behalf of Al-Ghandi Automotive
Group to be the dealer of SsangYong
vehicles and we feel that Rexton will
be a major competitor in the 4WD
vehicles market in the Middle East.”
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I. What to say

Situations-and Expressions (16):
Requesting attention
- need to draw someone’s
’j attention, either during a lecture
B or a particular social situations, is
a matter of common experience.
People usually do not notice you unless
their attention is called. But this has to
be done carefully and skillfully. If you
call someone’s attention abrupily, you
are liked to be taken as one who lacks
decent manners. In view of this, it is
important to know how to achieve your
purpose of drawing someone'’s
attention politely, without sounding
pompous or rude. Consider some of
the following ‘attention catching'
phrases and expressions for use in
such occasions:
- GCan | have your attention, please.
- Please pay attention to what I'm
going to say.
- Your attention please.
- Just a moment, please.
- Could | draw your attention please?
- Can | speak to you for a moment?
- Would you mind if | disturb you for
a minute.
- Excuse me, | have something
important to tell you.
- Excuse me, may | have a few
moments of your time?
- Can you spare a few minutes for
me? | want to talk to you in private.
- Could you lend me your ears for a
moment, please?
- Somy for interruption. There’s an
urgent message for you.
- Please excuse me. 'm in a hurry.
Could you briefly talk about...
- Please don’t mind. | want to have
your attention on a serious matter.
- | should be grateful if | had your
best attention on the point.
- A word with you please.
- May | request you to listen to me
carefully?

Il. How to say it correctly

Correct errors, if any, in the

following sentences:

1. lexpectyou to put in a good deal of
interest in the subject.

2. The government has ordered a
copious enquiry into the kidnapping
incident.

3. Two inmates of the car were
seriously injured in the accident.

4, After the murder, the crowd
indulged in acts of violence.

5. The Minister stressed

. implementation of the mother
tongue as medium of instruction in
universities.

Solutions to previous week'’s

questions

1. He did everything he could to
alleviate the poverty of the
masses.

2. This decision of the university to
hike fees will damage (jeopardize,
mar) the future of students seeking
higher studies.

3. ltis a well-established convention
for the Dean to address the
students on the opening day of the
college.

TIMES QUIZ (29)

Questions
1. The sea tides are caused by
a) Moon's gravity
b) sun’s gravity
c) Both 'a’ and ‘b’
d) Differences in atmospheric
pressures
2. What is referred to as the 'brain’ of
a computer?
a) Control Unit
b) Central Processing Unit
c) Input Unit
d) Arithmetic Unit
3. Which protein is milk rich in?
a) Myosin
b) Actin
c) Casein
d) Albumin
4. The phrase 'survival of the fittest'
was coined by
a) Charles Darwin
b) G. Mendel
c) E. Darwin
d. G. H. Haddane
5. Asmall space is left between sets
of two rails of a railway track
because
a) Metal expands on heating
b) It is a technical fault
¢) It is necessary to give bend to the
lines
d) None of these

Solutions to Times Quiz (28)

1. The birds Emu, kiwi and Rhea
cannot fly.

Coal is buried trees and plants.
The first computer language to be
used was PLANKALKUEL

The Egyptian statue Sphinx has a
lion's body and a human head.
The part of the earth Margins of the
pacific is more vulnerable to
earthquakes.
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4. Stop that sound of rattling of cups
in the kitchen.

5. The striking employees have
returned to duty.

lll. How to express it in one word

1. Alarge number of people together,
without order or organization.

2. Material in a natural state and not
refined.

3. A person who takes pleasure in
giving suffering to others.

4. Press or crush into folds or
creases.

5. Crush noisily with the teeth when
eating.

Solutions to last week’s questions:

1. Pots, plates, cups, dishes and
other utensils made of baked clay:
Crockery (n)

2. Knives and other cutting tools and
instruments: Cutlery (n)

3. Place where two roads cross:
Cross-roads (n)

4. Puzzle in which words have to be
written from numbered clues
vertically or horizontally:
Crossword (n)

5. Long, iron bar or rod used as a
lever for moving heavy objects:
Crowbar (n)

IV. Grammar and Composition
a) Composition
In each of the following questions
you are given a related pair of words
or phrases in capital letters. Each
capitalized pair is followed by four
pairs of words. Choose the pair
which best expresses a relation
similar to that expressed by the
original pair:
1. PORTRAIT : PAINTING

a) credit : movie

b) shutter : darkness

c) cardiologist : physician

d) novel : chapter
2. NURSE : HOSPITAL

a) water : reservoir

b) carpenter : cabinet

c) plumber : wrench

d) player : locker
3. REHEARSAL : PERFORMANCE

a) applause : audience

b) engagement: marriage

c) antidote: iliness

d) satisfaction: appetite
4. RHYTHM : MUSIC

a) ignorance : patience

b) fluidity : liquid

c) optimism : insight

d) sorrow : intention
5. ENERGY : LETHARGY

a) hope : optimist

b) djligence : worker

C) memory : amnesia

d) longevity : crone

b) Idioms and phrases

Use the following phrases in
sentences of your own.

All the same, all over, all-round, all-time
high, allergic to

¢) Words commonly confounded
Differentiate between the following
pairs of words:

1. Arabian, Arabic

2. arid, torrid

Vell

It’s of all black things I like the most.

A gir is prettier wearing a velil,

That about her behavior stops any tale.

Veil won't be brought to trial.

You, her veil, never believe them, you're her
sire.

Be as a father or a son

Protects the body from the wind and strikes
of the sun.

Lest smoothness and brightness of her skin
run.

That veil makes girls go dignified,

Keeps customs and religion well-preserved

Makes them greater, and more modernized.

Though black, it seems so white,

For it keeps the body and morals loo bright.

That's my opinion, others should think

Of what purpose showing cheeks and the
pink.

Why should clothes over bodies always
shrink?

Yes, | ask, | wonder. | can't think.

Never say veil restricts walks.

It restricts, only, others' looks.
Never believe in false modernization.
Say 'no’ to pseudo westemization.
Khalid Al-Quzahy
Al-Fauz School
Mahweet

A Journey down the Memory Lane
At night in moments eager
| go back to the past

3. arise, awake
4. arm (n), arm (v)
5. around, surround

Answers to last week’s questions

a) Grammar

1. The newly bought computer had a
fault. The firm offered an apology
and promised to replace it.
| was late to the class. When | told
the teacher | was sorry, he angrily
rejected my apology.

3. |told my friend that | won't be able
to attend his birthday party as | was
going to my village on that day. He
accepted my excuse.

b) Idioms and phrases

1. once (and) for all (now and for the
last time): | have given up smoking
once (and) for all.

2. all in all (of supreme or great
importance): My family is all in all to
me.

3. all alone (without help): | cannot lift

this heavy box all alone.

all along (for the whole length of a

period): | have all along tried to

help my students.

5. all for (strongly in favor of): I'm all
for accepting the proposal.

=

) Words commonly confounded
ample (adj) (quite enough):
There’s ample room in my car for
all of us.

ampule (n) (small glass container

for an injection): Please get two

ampules of this injection.

apparel (n) (dress or clothing):

‘Apparel is the man.’

apparent (adj) (clearly seen or

understood): There is an apparent

danger if we do this.

3. approach (vi) (come nearer): As
summer approached, the weather
became warmer.
reproach (vt) (find fault with
somebody) | reproached my
brother for wasting time.

4. approbation (n) (approval): The

Dean has given approbation for aur

proposal.
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reprobation (n) (expression or-

feeling of strong disapproval): The
teacher expressed his reprobation
for the student’s negligence of his
studies.

5. accurate (adj) (free from error): He
gave an accurate response.
appropriate ( adj) (right or suitable
for): You should write in a style
appropriate to your subject.

V. Pearl from the Holy Quran

whoever submits
His whole self to Allah
And is a doer of good,
He will get his reward

With his Lord;
@, On such shall be no far,
7oL Nor shall they grieve.” .

V. Words of Wisdom
“Books without the knowledge of
life are useless.” —Samuel Johnson

Turning the pages over
And record memories on paper
| stand there
At different points of time
In the same place, or in different places
Walking wearily on the roads
And sometimes | stumble over
My past mistakes
Trying hard to get them over
Or put them aside
But memories insist
And stick them in my mind.
| want to console myself with
‘Who doesn't make a mistake?!'
Memories are talking
| always hear
| try to discuss
| try to say
But they don't listen
They don't care.
Words are choking
And sentences die
Here, with my tears and smile
In the same place, and time
Turning down... my memories on paper
| find out
Stones of the past
Are unmoved
Ink of memories
Can't be erased
And their deep impress
Will never decay
But forever
Memories will stay...
Hana'a Ali Al-Nood
Level 2, Arts
ibb University

MURARI PRASAD
FACULTY OF EDUCATION
SA’ADAH

E-MAIL:
PRASADM1947 @ YAHOO.CO.IN

Use the following idioms
appropriately in the blanks:

as right as rain, as tight as tick, butt
in, clock off, come upon, cough up,
dash off, dig up, fork out, get the
hang of, hand over fist, learn the
ropes, out of true, plump for, scurry
off, shell out, slip away, slip into,
suck up to, swarm up,touch off, worm
something out of somebody

1. August a closed and
equally febrile September.
2. The on-off raings ——a

3

 Idioms in Use

flame beneath the skin.

In the afternoons the waters
under the cauterizing sun.
Workers in this factory usually —

at 5 am.
Can you Arabic
equivalent for ‘brat’?
We finally a holiday

on the beach..
After the operation he turned——

Your shirt is

He can a tree

. For days he does not

—his children at all.

. Students mean to——

but the teacher at that

instant.

. The doctor——a

prescription.

13. When it comes to spending
money, she is

14. He didn't want to tell me the
truth but I finally
of him.

15. He had to———— his
savings to get the house repaired.

16. She has recently joined the new
department and is yet to

17. It will take you long to———
things.

18. He won’t
money he owes us.

19. He was forced to
a fortune on his daughter’s
wedding.

20. Why does she always

her boss?

(See the answers in the next issue)

the

Results of Literary Competitions
College of Education - Mahweet

May 2002

Junior Group
1. Short Story
1st Hana'a Al-Tawily Level 2 Debate through Micro
2nd Saddam Mohammed Al-Zaidi Level 2 Suicide
3rd Faiza Ali Mohsen Al-Hamzi Level 2 Imitation
Mohammed Abdu Mohammed Saghir Level 2 Mind your Business
2. Poem
1st Hana'a Al-Tawily Level 2 The World
Ibrahim Abdullah Al-Radhi Level 2 Stone’s Song
2nd Ali Mutaher Al-Aliey Level 2 Holy Love
3rd Saddam Mohammed Al-Zaidi Level 2 Eyes: Beauty and lllusion
3. Essay
1st Mohammed Abdu Mohammed Saghir Level 2
Senior Group: Boys
1. Short Story
1st Mohammed Ali Ahmed Agabi The Dilemma of Being Married
Abduliah Ali Hassan Foteini Obey your Father
2nd Hatem Mohammed Hatem Al-Shama Ever Child
Adel Mohammed Mohsin Horeish Friends, but Different
3rd Jarallah Al-Qatwani Dream
Ahmed Al-Migrana The Dilemma of Peace
2. Poem
1st Mohammed Al-Agabi Level 4 Stay forever
Mohammed Al-Mikhlafi Level 3 What Can | do?
2nd Adel Mohammed Mohsin Horeish Level 4 The Last Departure
Amin Hassan Yahya Al-Shami Level 4 Language of Strength
Ahmed Al-Migrana Level 3 What is There?”
3rd Gamal Ali Sa’ad Al-Shamaty Level 4 Your Eyes
Faiz Ahmed Al-Jaubey Level 4 Letter
Ahmed Saleh Ahmed Marfaq Level 3 Pretended Peace
4th sultan Mohammed Dijran Level 4 You Are Better
Abdullah Ali Hassan Foteini Level 3 My Love and Me
3. Essay
Topic: Towards Creating a Peaceful World Order
1st Mohammed Ali Ahmed Al-Agabi Level 4
2nd Sultan Mchammed Abdullah Dijran Level 4
Ahmed Al-Migrana Level 4
3rd Abdullah Ali Hassan Al-Foteini Level 3
Ahmed Saleh Ahmed Marfaq Level 3
Literary Champion (Boys)
Mohammed Ali Ahmed Al-Agabi Level 4
Senior Groups: Girls
1. Short story
1st Aisha Moudah Level 4 The Justice .
2nd Sumaia Abdullateef Mohammed Level 4 The Result of lll Breeding
Samira Al-Snhanie Level 4 The Victims'
Fatima Al-TAwily Level 4 The First and Last Meeting
3rd Amira Mohammed Al-Agabi Level 4 The Hope
Eiman Sharaf Al-Wadhi Level 3 The Nightmare
2. Poem
1st Sumaia Abdullateef Mohammed Level 4 My Only Gift
2nd Fatima Al-Tawily Level 4 Who are you?
Samira Al-Snhanie Level 4 Don't ask me
3rd Amira Al-Agabi Level 4 | love you, My Life's Rose
Eiman Sharaf Al-Wadhi Level 3 My Mother
3. Essay
Topic: Towards Creating a Peaceful World Order
1st Samira Al-Snhanie Level 4
2nd Fatima Al-Tawily
Literary Champion (Girls):
Sumaia Abdullatef Mohammed Level 4

2001-2002. Mr. Ali Jubran conducted the match.

The name of Mr. Jarallah Qatwany of Level 3 who secured fourth
position in the English debate competition (Senior group) was
inadvertently omitted in the report on the event published in the

previous issue.

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

Interclass Chess
Championship at Mahweet

Last week an Interclass Chess Championship was organized by
the English department of the Faculty of Education, Mahweet. Mr.
Hatem Mohammed Hatem Al-Shama'a of Level 4 was the winner in
the final match and declared the College Champion in Chess for

10 AM.

Coordinator

An Invitation

The Third Annual Day Celebration of the English Depariment, College
of Education, Mahweet is going to be held on Monday, 13 May 2002 at

Dr. Abdussalam Al-Joufi, Vice Rector of Students’ Affairs, Sana'a
University and Mr. Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, Chief Editor, Yemen
Times have kindly consented to grace the occasion as Chief Guest
and Guest of Honor respectively.

Dr. Mohammed Al-Kamali, Dean of the College will preside.

We cordially invite former students and members of the teaching staff
of the department to attend the ceremony.

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Coordinator
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weekly,
Yemeni
Forces

Main headlines:

- Opposition parties stage demon-
stration condemning international
connivance versus Zionist crimes

- State minister at German Foreign
ministry: We expect closing kid-
napping dossier soon

- Opposition student sector reject
results of student elections at Taiz
University

- Yemen’s joining Gulf Health
Ministers Council, discussed

- Continued harassment of Islamic
societies in America

- Khalid Misha’al: Consolidation of
national unity, strategic stand of
HAMAS.

Columnist Hamdi al-Bukarri this
week discusses the possibility of con-
taining the American ambitions
towards Yemen saying that it has
become almost certain for the
American ambassador to Yemen to
feel the approach of his departing
from Yemen. He came to Yemen
enjoying much confidence in his abil-
ity to dismantle “clusters™ of alleged
terrorism, or such was the thinking of
the U.S. secretary of state Colin
Powell.

Ambassador Edmund Hull is a
more talented security personality
than a diplomat. he has been trying to
cajole Yemeni feeling, both popular
and official. For he perceives well that
especially the popular stand is full of
hatred and refusal. To attain his goal
the ambassador is conducting more
meetings with tribe chiefs in quest of
detailed information on elements of
al-Qaeda, especially in areas such as
Jawf and Ma’reb, as some press
sources claim.

This behavior on part of the ambas-
sador means that he is heedless of the
red signals the ruling party has flashed
on while doing the task of facing “’ter-
ror” instead of the host country.

It is not possible to predict the fate
of the Yemeni-American relations but

the present indicators reveal the exis-
tence of tepidity prevailing those rela-
tions increasing day by day because
the American party has postponed the
issues required to be settled till fin-
ishing the image that proved difficult
to clarify, as the Yemeni party sees it.
The ongoing events in Palestine and
Washington's bias towards the Zionist
side in its brutal massacres, along with
popular protest demonstrations head-
ing for the embassy demanding to
close it down and send the ambassa-
dor back to his home, have increased
resentment of the official attitude
towards the whole situation.
Regardless of the position and
future of Yemeni-American relations
what is more probable is the ambas-
sador’s departure from Sana’a or to
take an open leave. As for when that
would happen, it is mostly in not a far

Al-Jamaheer weekly,
organ of the Arab
Baath Socialist party
(Syrian  organiza-
tion), 5 May 2002.

Main headlines:

- Workers demonstrations in soli-
darity with the Palestinian people

- Eritrean violations on borders
resulted in capturing a number of
Yemeni fishermen

- Zionist intelligence activity in
Mauritania

- Gang fire shots on citizens in
Qahira district, Taiz

The newspaper’s editor in chief
says in his article that many are the
peaceful initiatives and both public
and behind doors negotiations on
what is termed as the Mideast in gen-
eral and Arab and Palestinian issues in
particular. According to their legal for-
mulas, all of those tend to find instan-
taneous solutions in part of them just
to calm down and absorb and post-
pone the nature of conflict in the
region. But in fact the final goals are
aimed at re-arrangement of situation
in the region in line with the American
world equation where Turkey and the
Zionist entity would settle atop the

Local

Press

Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

pyramid to protect America’s inter-
ests. This approach needs formulating
peace in compatibility with the
American conditions that allow the
Zionist entity implement its religious
and political objectives based on a
variety of bilateral agreements, a mat-
ter which makes all agreements signed
since those of Madrid up to date as
windblown against the Zionist obsti-
nacy and non-commitment to their
implementation and also because it
had and would not decide the civiliza-
tion conflict extending back to cen-
turies.

The new “‘peace conference”
called for by America after it has put
all its political, economic and military
weight in support of the Zionist entity
and its absolute partiality to that enti-
ty, as well as its unlimited backing to
terrorist acts and brutal massacres per-
petrated against the Palestinian peo-
ple, comes clothed with a new attire
covering an old project in a formula
seeking to benefit from the present
Arab retreat presented at Beirut sum-
mit.

Al-Wahdawi weekly,
organ of the
Nasserite People’s
Unionist organiza-
tion, 7May 2002.

"ni 1

Main headlines:

- The Wahdawi Organization calls
for stopping cooperation with
America, expel its ambassador
from Sana’a

- Wahdawi central committee calls
for restoring Legislative Power’s
standing

- Security forces prevent demon-
strations towards U.S. embassy

- Ruling party channels elections
committee work in its favor

- Sharon seeks to get green light
from Washington to exclude
Arafat

Columnist Hashim Ali A’abid con-
firms in his article this week that the
Zionist military invasion of the
Palestinian Authority regions in the
West Bank enters its second month.
Lately it has begun its incursions into

Gaza Strip where some observers
have ruled out its doing so for two rea-
sons:

The first is the possibility of being
encountered with steadfastness on part
of the Palestinian resistance exceeding
what it had faced in Jenin and Nablus,
the second one is that Gaza is far from
the commando dangers the Zionist
enemy takes as justifications for its
offensive on areas of the West bank.

The sure thing is that the American-
Zionist enemy has calculations other
than the reasons it declares publicly.
They are calculations pertaining to
chasing after the fedayeen military
power working under many umbrellas
and names. The enemy considers them
as forming the actual nucleus of the
Arab Palestinian army on which the
future Palestinian state would depend
and on which depends continuation of
the Arab-Zionist conflict, given the
fact that Palestine is bridge linking
east of the Arab homeland to its west.

It is also to be put into consideration
that indicators of military develop-
ment in a number of Arab countries
are also targets of this American-
Zionist hostile strategy. What conces-
sions and submission the rulers would
offer would not exclude those rulers
from being targets of this hostile strat-
egy What prevents this hostile strate-
gy from implementing its schemes are
dealing blows to American interests in
the region, ending trading with it in
Arab markets, boycotting American
arms and looking for other sources for
procuring military technology as well
as insisting on ending the military
presence in the region. Such a count-
er-strategy would force the American-
Zionist aggression retreat and would
cooperate in establishment of peace,
exchange of interests and benefits
respectfully and justly.

.. Al-Wahda weekly,
\ 8 May 2002.
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Main headlines:

- Official sources deny intentions to
enter constitutional amendments

- Finance ministry, elections
supreme committee at variance on
budget

- Border demarcation with Saudi
Arabia runs smoothly

- Malaria epidemic in Aden

- Transfer movement among
Yemeni diplomatic missions.

Mr Yahya Tahir al-Hakeem has said
in his article on the World Day of
Press that we usually receive this day
with tepidity and sometimes with
indifference not even for the sake of
face-saving. In previous years we
were used to hold some activities
observing that day, discussing aspects
of press freedom, press legislations or
professional situations, and even the
required relevant technology in order
to keep pace with the developments
ongoing in the world of press.

In the world press day it is signifi-
cant to remind our government on its
many promises on various occasions
to approve implementation of
descriptions of media jobs endorsed
by the council of ministers in May
2000. Despite the elapse of two years
since the issuance of the subject, prac-
tically nothing has emerged . The
writer wonders whether the govemn-
ment would respond to such a demand
and take practical steps to facilitate
implementation of that decision
regarding description of media jobs.

[
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Main headlines:

- Ecological catastrophe threatens

residents of Nassab town, Shabwa
- Parliamentary committee consid-
ers conditions of Over Land
Transportation Establishment

- Wahdawi political organization
demands expulsion of American
ambassador to Yemen

- Cheating in execution of Nassab

town sewage project, disclosed
- Open strike by dentistry college

ATTARIQ weekly,
7 May 2002.

students at Aden university

Ath-Thawry weekly,
organ of YSP, 9 May
2002.

Main headlines:

- Two bombs went off nearby the
U.S. embassy in Sana’a last week

- German state minister for foreign
affairs in a press conference:
Yemen promised to pressurize
HAMAS to end martyrdom opera-
tions

- Bomb hurled at the car of security
officer in Hudeida

- Trial of the man accused of
grenade attack on the American
embassy in Sana’a, continues

- Eight people killed, 2 injured in a
house collapse in Shabwa

It does not seem that the American
administration is determined to take
off the robe of both the executioner
and the judge while diving deep in the
Middle East explosive situation.
American administration’s dual stand
that supports limitlessly the Israeli
attitude, contradicts its stand that
should be characterized with impar-
tiality and objectivity and to act justly
and fairly towards the conflict parties.
The United States shoulders political
and moral responsibilities versus the
Mideast issue and its commitments
required from it as the first sponsor of
peace in the region.

It is really regrettable that
Washington does abort drafts of inter-
national resolutions supporting rights
and by such behavior it provides back-
ing to the Israeli aggression and moti-
vates it to have free hand in shedding
blood of the Palestinians and commit
the most brutal crimes against human-
ity, especially the defenseless
Palestinians in the occupied territo-
ries. Washington’s stance of this over-
lapping of stands discloses that it
would be impossible to achieve a just
and balanced peace securing rights
and security for all parties.

World

Major news items in leading
international newspapers

Al Ahram

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
has called on U.S. President George
W. Bush to interfere immediately to
prevent Israel from embarking on mil-
itary actions against the Gaza Strip,
saying such efforts would spare the
region more escalation and deteriora-
tion.

Al Akhbar

Mubarak, Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad and Saudi Crown Prince
Abdullah Ibn Abdul-Aziz will meet on
Saturday in the Egypt’s Red Sea resort
of Sharm EI Sheik to probe the recent
development in the Palestinian lands,
means to stop the incessant Israeli
assaults on the Palestinians and to
revive the Mideast peace process, and
Arab activities in the coming stage.

DAILY STAR
(Reuters) Lebanon’s parliament
speaker attempts o defuse a bitter row
between the president and prime minis-
ter over a crucial sale of cellular phone
operating licenses.

AS-SAFIR
(Reuters) Damascus refuses to get
involved in the cellphone row, as a con-
stitutional way out of the crisis is
sought.

AN-NAHAR
(Reuters) The Bethlehem crisis ends,

" and Israel holds off on an anticipated

Provided by Xinhua

Al Gomhuria

Foreign ministers of Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, Bahrain and Yemen
met on Friday in Cairo for consultative
talks over an Arab action plan and a

peace initiative adopted at the Beirut .

Arab Summit late March to solve the
Arab-Israeli conflict as well as region-
al tensions triggered by aggressive
Israeli policies,

Egyptian Mail

The Egyptian plane, which crashed
in Tunisia on Tuesday and claimed 15
lives, was flying lower than normal
when it attempted to land, said an
Egypt Air official on Friday, adding
that an Egyptian-Tunisian-U.S. team
will fly to France this week to tran-
scribe the information of the two black
boxes of the plane and look into the
causes behind the crash.

raid on Gaza.

AL-MUSTAQBAL
(Reuters) Saudi Foreign Minister
Saud al-Faisal says Washinglon's new
stance on Middle East peacemaking
looks like an initiative that could help
restart Arab-Israeli negotiations.

AL-ANWAR
(Reuters) The [sracli army storms the
Church of the Nativity after the depar-
ture of Palestinian gunmen who had
been held up there for over a month,

Hindustan Times
As violence continued in the com-
mercial city of Ahmedabad with five
more deaths and 42 others injured on
Friday, Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi finally bowed to the
pressure that had been building on the
state government for over two months
and revamped the city’s police force.

The Times of India
The First phase of human trials on
the HIV/AIDS vaccine, currently
under preparation in India, was likely
to begin sometime next year, policy
makers and top scientists announced
on Friday.

The Indian Express

It was a design deficiency in the
Russia-made R-25 engine of the Mig-
21 fighter that was suspected to have
caused two air crashes in less than a
month, resulting in the entire Mig-21
Bis fleet being grounded, sources of
Indian Air Force said.

The Hindu

The dismal monthly industrial pro-
duction finally ended the financial
year 2001-02, which began on April,
2001, with the overall annual growth
of just 2.7 percent, a little over half of
the 5 percent growth rate registered a
year earlier.

Press
Pa

The News

Police on Friday released sketches

of three suspects in the bombing of

French naval engineers in Karachi and

announced a two million rupee

(33,000 U.S. dollar) reward for any
information leading to their arrest.

The Frontier Post

President General Pervez Musharraf
will pay official visits to Algeria,
Tunisia and Morocco from May 12 to
21.

The Nation

British-led coalition forces have dis-
covered 20 truck-loads of arms and
ammunition in a Taliban or al-Qaeda
cave complex in eastern Afghanistan.

Asahi, Yomiuri

Five former executives of disband-

ed scandal-tainted Snow Band Foods

Co. were arrested Friday on suspicion

of defrauding an industry body out of

about 195 million yen (1.52 million
dollars).

Mainichi
Qutstanding bad loans at major
Japanese banks surpassed record 25
trillion yen (195.3 billion U.S. dollars)
at the end of March.

Yomiuri
Japan's ruling coalition on Friday
voted down an opposition motion call-
ing for the filing of a criminal com-
plaint of perjury against lawmaker
Muneo Suzuki.

Nihon Keizai
Japan’s employment rate for high
school graduates this spring fell below
90 percent,

Kenya Times
Kenya's tea continued to exhibit
increased demand at the East Africa
Team Trade Center in the port city of
Mombasa.

Daily Nation
Soldiers from the Kenya army led

Nige

The Punch

The Nigerian Senate on Friday
faulted the suspension placed by the
Federal Government on all BAC 1-11
aircraft and all aircraft above 22 years
from flying the Nigerian airspace,
describing it as too severe and noting
that some of them are still airworthy.

Daily Times
Members of the House of
Representatives of Nigeria remained
sharply divided at the weekend over
the fate of their speaker, Alhaji Umar
Ghali Na’Abba, who escaped by his

Khalll Cartoon - Arab News

rescue attempts after about 2,000 more
people were made homeless following
new flooding.

East African Standard
The International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies are
facing financial difficulties.

teeth, an impeachment move against
him on Thursday.

This Day

Amid continued controversy over
the Electoral Act 2001, the Senate on
Friday in Abuja said the legislature
was set to pass the Electoral Bill 2002
next week. The bill is an offshoot of
the Electoral Act 2001 which generat-
ed much controversy over the alleged
smuggling of a new clause into it by
the National Assembly's joint confer-
ence committee.
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Tel: 286506, Fax: 286505,

branch: Tel 6

P. 0. Box: 11054, Al-Qadisya
1 602546

Aden: 244267, Hodeida: 201496, Taiz: 258203,
Email: SABABANK @y.net.ye

Information

Technology
Experts
150 9001

Certified
Tel:503866

Wel site:
WA,
yemenseoft.net
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ALL YOUR NEEDS
UNDER ONE ROOF.

Hadda Str. Sana'a Infront of Yemenia
Airline, Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041
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Dubai Te
for Technich & Computer
“Tel. 409693 - 71712515

AL-F

Exclusive Importer & Distributors of
Computers / Spare, Accessories Ribbons,
Laser Toner & Ink cartridges

Telefax: 216721 Tel: 219470-219610, P.0.hox: 19398 - Cr: 7914193, Pager: 5800728
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E-mail: falak@y.net.ye
Home Page: y.net.ye/falak
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B Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders
for packing, customs clearance,
domestic & international
forwarding air & sea. Contact: Al-

Nasim cargo forwarder. Al-Zubairi 1 od a1 § e | il

St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 / 216048 / P A L g 20 Acer
407905 THE BEST IN PACKING

M Griffin Logistics Ltd. Packing & FORWARDING

- Freight Forwarding (Air - Sea -
Land Freight) PO box 15079-Sanaa
Tel. 440166, Fax 440232
E.Mail:info@griffinlogistics.com
M ITS Global Logistics, Tel:
967-1-218142 (5 lines)

Fax: 967-1209940

Fax: 208897,

P.0.Box: 3366.

o g ey

Tel.: 967-1-208898 - 408518
Email: yempac@y.net.ye

SANA'A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.
WERB: hutp/www.yempac.com.

A £ 59 ()
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1
1
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: BROTHER | Sales - Maintenance
|
|
1
1
[ |

Money
Transfer

B Western Union the
fastest way to send
money worldwide.
AL-HAMD FOR
EXCHANGE.

Email:itsgroup@y.net.ye

itsglobalogistic@y.net.ye

P. O. Box 25159, Sana’a,, R.O.Y.
Business Development, 73217750
Customer Service: 73212272

)
jieo

Abdulmughnee St.
Sana’a. Tel: 286562,
273069 Fax: 272660 -
286563. E-mail:

Operations: 73217752 p ALHAMD@YEL
Exemptions 73214700, Griffin Logistics, Ltd.
Global Logistic Solutions oo 8! i ! Insurance
G 5 - *0. Box 15079, Sana'a, Yemen
International Fright Forwarding Tel: +967-1-440166 B Trust Yemen
(Land/ Sea/ Air). Weather Proof Fax: +967-1-440232
Insurance &

Packing, Removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door services

E.Mail: info @ griffinlogistics.com
W: http://www.griffinlogistics.com/

Reinsurance Co.

(Worldwide). Customs clearance, CARGO)

Exemptions, Tel: 967-1-208898
M Red Sea Packing, General Fax: 967-1-208897
Trading Agency.(Circle E-mail: yempac@y.net.ye.

International). Packing, Travels,
Forwarding, Custom Clearance,
Copiers, Faxes, Stencil Duplicators,
Copy printers. Tel: 264089
/090/124 Fax: 00967-1-
264104/417387. email:
redsea@y.net.ye. Hadda Complex
B. 6. P.O. Box:19227,5ana’a, ROY.
H YEMEN PACKING &
FORWARDING CO. (YEMPAC

Clearance: 408518.
Global Logistic Solutions

Exemptions,

contracting

Operations: 408518/7904603
Sales & Mkt: 408517/ 73208898,

International Fright Forwarders
(Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof
Packing, removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door services
(Worldwide). Customs clearance,

Sanaa-Hadda Str.
Villa No. 143 - Tel
264263Fax:263234.

I TRAVELS
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Action Computer Systems !

- Networks -
Programming
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Poultry

‘General Manager:
Naser Ahmed Mehras

Damar Radaa St.

Tel. 501400, Mobile:
7907401, Fax: 502429
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MW Al-Nasim Travel
& Tourism. For
domestic & interna-
tional air tickets with
price busters- all
airlines. Tel:
219890/270750
Alkumaim trading
center Hadda st.
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Y Situations
Vacant

a Needed: the
American office for stud-
ies and Technology look-
ing for foreigner teach-
ers. Tel. 413114

M Needed: A female
dentist, to work in Al-
Waleed Dental Center
(Al-Safia), better she has

language), Also Teachers spe-
cialized in teaching IGCSE sub-
jects, All teachers must have a
B.Sc. or B.A. in their special-
ized field and complete com-
mand of English language and
at least two years experience in
teaching. Sent CVs to fax:
410870

B Needed: Sales man/woman,
at least 3 years experience in
sales of electronic products,
only university graduates with

an  experience. Dr. basics in English, Yemeni only,
Khaled Al-Hajjaji, Tel. Call 4400418 - 440196, Fax:
243736/2056960 440415

M Needed: English lan-
guage teacher lives in
America, Britain  or
Canada. Tel. 413114

M Yemen International
School (YIS) is looking
for qualified teachers for
the year 2002/2003 in
the following subjects:
sciences, mathematics,
English, sports, comput-
er, fine arts and crafts (in
English language)
Islamic, Quran, Arabic,
Social Studies (in Arabic

M MmN T

Job Seekers

B Abdulla Al-Jabri: B.S. com-
puter Eng. University of petro-
leum and minerals + 9 years.of
experience in comp. nelwork-
ing, PCs installation, operation,
maintenance & user training &
marketing. TEL 218215

W _.: Computer programming,
speak and write English lan-
guage, Experience in sale and
buy computers. Tel. 71159139
B Dr Yousep T. Maric:

D
\)

=YY S gl s eliie

Dentist, the Ist of the batch,
with 2 years experience.
Mobile: 73882730

B Female doctor: long experi-
ence in  medicine plus
MRCPITC membership of
Royal College of Physicians at
London. 04 - 204239 or
73702726

B American English Teacher:
program developer, master
degree in Education, TESL,
small classes, private tutoring
specially designed programs for
businesses (reading / writing/
conversation). Phone: 442103
or 71119008.

Watches

Il SEIKO Agency Abdulmu-
ghnee Str. Tel: 272661, Taiz: 26
Sept. Str. Tel: 221204, Aden: Al-
|Maidan Str. Tel: 258200

B OMEGA Swiss Watches
Union Agency, Sana’a trade

Tel. 272827, Fax: 272479, Teiz:
Tel. 252323, Aden Tel. 256688

center Tel. 212361, Al-Qaser St.

Mohammed  al-Jawfi,
Mobile: 73201304

B For rent: 94 Mercedes-Benz
E-320, Luxurious, very clean &
comfortable, 6 CD changer,
American Standard. Available
Long & Shart term leases. Call
Tarek@7372-5150

B For sale: BMW model 84, 6
cylinder, Automatic gear, Blue,
34008, Abdullah  Ahmad,
phone: 71105558

at

Home/Office :
. Equipment

M For sale: sharp 14 color TV
+ Samsung receiver «+ dish, all
for § 180. Jehad, Tel. 206404

Benz E-320, Luxurious, very
clean & comfortable, 6 CD
changer, American Standard.
Available Long & Shart term
leases, Call Tarck@7372-5150

M For sale: BMW model 84, 6
cylinder. Automatic gear, Bluc,
34008, Abdullah  Ahmad,
phone: 71105558

M For sale: Skoda Octavia
Mod. 2001, in good conditions,
colour green, full options, the
millage is 6800 km only, for
information,, price: $17500,
Khaled al-Rowaishan, Tel.
S08191/5860071

Home/Office

Equipment
M For sale: sharp 14 color TV
+ Samsung receiver + dish, all
for § 180. Jehad, Tel. 206404
B For sale: Camera Digital,
Computer Pentium III, printer
Epson photo style 1270, Epson
3002 + Photo copier machine
(Rochi), Hussain N. Al-
Dhabiani, Tel. 266832, Fax0:
281129, Pager: 5855130

B For sale: Monitor (new-
modern) + keyboard icrosoft +
mouspad (new), only 1458,
Amr M. Tel. 322559

M For sale: computer Pentium
I, Compatible with accessories
except printer in a good condi-
tion, price - negotiable, Tel.
291313, Pager: 5878485, code
(888)

Consultancy

MAKTABATI
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R. of Y.- Sana’a, Hadda Str. Tel/Fax: 240419 P.O.Box: 19613
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TEHAMA FOR
STATIONERY

Computer, Stationery
& School, educational tools
We do not make the impossible.
However, we are the best
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Sana'a, Hadda Str.Tel: 263602, Telfax: 263637, Pager. 5830590,
Mobile: 7903445, P.O.Box: 8130, Hodeidah Branch: Tel. 2011712
Email: cnp@ynetye
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Books World Yemen's
For printing & stablishing
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‘ To participate in this section contact Mr. Victor. at. 268661/2/3 Ext: 213/114 Mobile: 73810416

ISO 9001 Certified)
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MIMPORTANT:
“Numbers

Al-Falak .
SmarTech Apple Wb

Sana'a:

FedEx.

Foderd Fapress

Per line, Per year $150 Only

Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St.  :05/352917-306560

@  CAR RENTAL

And Psychiatric Pati

Al-Safeer Rent a car Sana'a 223914/905 Azal Specialized Hospital

. 5854184 a1 jelani Hospital
Europcar Downtown Station HQ: 270751 Al-Jumhury Hospital
Airport Station: 344495

Al-Raboic Hospital
Yemen Emirates Hospital
Al-Thawra Hospital

Sana'a: 01-440309
Aden: 02-245625
Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car  417346-7927920

COMPUTER EDUCATION
TRAINING CENTER

Hertz Rent a Car

Curriculum, E-commerce,

COMPUTER SALES

Hodeidah:234982,
Mukalla 302641 Seuyn: 402469

+ HOSPITALS

The First Clinic For Neurologic

Yemen Specialized Hospital

HOTELS

Aden: 02-237199  Hill Town 278426/9/8
Taiz: (4-250343  Shaharan Hotel 418320711
Mukalla: 05307492 ADEN:

Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5
Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055

INSTITUTE

2167217219610
269171/448-266152

Tomd e

ComputerMan language
& computer Education 240566
440170, Aden: 247603 Ccrman Language Institute 440673

Modemn British Institute (University Branch) 203689

1bb:411988 o o
The British Institute for Languages 440719

: 20232
Accident (Traffic) 194 S 2008 INSURANCE COMPANIES
Electricity problems 177 DENTAL CLINIC United Insurance Sana'a 214232
Emergency Police 199 Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas 600408  Taiz 2150127825, Aden: 240971-248011
Fire Brigade 191 Shehab Dental Ceater 0044318824 Hodeidah: 206485-219969,  Mukalla: 305051
Red Crescent 20313173 1 " Aman Insurance Sana'a 2021056
Telephone enquires s Aden: 244295, Tuiz: 251454, Hodeidah; 201110
Tel-Yemen ISRl Sl FREIGHT FORWARDERS Al-Watania Insurance (Y.5.C.)
Water Problems 171 i Sana‘a 2727131874 Aden: 243490-232476
Y.net 7522227 Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905 iz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6
Al-Rawahil Olympia 2786747790910 Arah Insurance Company
~s~ AIRLINES Aramex Sana’a: 26481972021 Sang'q 44064809 - 243296, Aden: 257875-
Griffin Logistics Ltd. Sana’a: 440166 260827, Tuiz; 260744 . Hodaida: 27967273,
Continental Airlin 278668283082 Gulf Air Cargo s 44091 7 Mukalla: 309744, Abyan: 604030
Egypt Air 2734520275061 [TS Global Logistics. 218142 Marib Insurance Sana'a: 206129/8/13
Gulf Air 140922 Marib Travel & Tourism Aden: 255668 Taiz:240927/34
Lufthansa 2134007219252 (Cargo Division) 441109/126/9-7918382 Fax: 4407334 Hodeidah: 219545/8
s Yempac Sana’a 208898-408518 Trust Yemen 264263
BA N K Yemen Insurance company  Sana'a: 272806/
$ S T RS E  07006243,  Aden: 247617 Taiz 250345
Yemeni Banks: Foreign Affairs 20254477 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 252392
Central Bank 218101 Interior Affairs 25270177
Yemeni Ilamic Bank  Sana’a: 401552-20678  Immigrasion vl REAL ESTATE |
Taiz: 251816 [nter-City Bus Co. 26211173 Ahmed Muraisi Real Estate  416084-7902784
Hodeidah: 213517 Ministry of Communication 32511014213
;SAR:C“ E STEE— 2716234 Radio Station 282061 SCHOOLS
2 UREIGN BANKS: Tourism 254032 Al Hyssein National Schools 4128267
‘emen Gulf Bank Far:260824 Tel967-1-260823 TV Station 33200172 3
i = Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
Arab Bank Lid: 27659213 Sanaa International School 370191
—GBL Credit Agricole Indosuez N WS A Vermen Intcrmational School, Tel.412023 410870
Head Office: Al-Zubiry St. ZHSTU2B - spacere) Yemen Mobile: 111, Tel. 7311 Pacistan School 266978
Al-Qasr St o 2128021720 gy fon 71111211 The English School 419308
Aden : Al-Ma'alla Stz 0212474023/4 g1 ene Tihama 219436/46 Tulip School 412249
Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.: 03721950677 Sana’a Turkish School 412128
Taiz Al-Mugama’a St.: 04/210568/9/50

~sat-  TRAVEL

Ashtal Travel & Tourism

=

263369-266412

ents 204252 Al-Hussn Traveling  Fax: 502241 Tel 264850
79077330/200000 Al-Nasim Travel 270750
615402-615400 Al-Sunidar Travels Fax: 265202 Tel. 500808
274285 Arabian Peninsula T & T Fax: 414798 Tel. 414755

618087 Bon Voyage Travels 440646
2008307200730  Business Travel Center Tel. 444000

246366 Murjan Travel Fax: 216028 Tel: 400722

224963  Sky Travels Fax: 266258 Tel: 260932-46

Universal Business Travel Center  Tel: 441158

UNIVERSITIES

NIIT Quality Computer Education 00SANA’A- University of Applied Science and Social
445518/7-442073  Dream Land Hotel: 25551116 Sana’a; 400587/254492
APTECH Computer Education Hadda Holtel: 4152125 Aden: 234533/234960
(Internet Focussed Sana’a: 01 440677 Hadda Town: 415900  gana'a University 250553/4/5
B For sale: small trailer 2 x reports, feasibility studies, or wolf dog puppy to be taken
2m, a trailer with a tent over it recruiting workers, and more.  care of in a warm family atmos-
size while close 2 x 2m, size Contact: Mr. Samuel. at: phere. Mr. A. Wahab. Tel. 7110-
73810416, 1632.

when open 5 x 2 with two small
tyers, can be pulled by any car
Excellent for long days camp-
ing trips especially over the
beaches. Contact Khalid Al-
Yosofi, Tel. 272278

M To assist in promo-
tional activities, fact
findings, project

B Need: a German shepherd,

N
Yoo wild !

Real Estate

M Needed: an apart-
ment in Hadda zone,
tow rooms with the
phone. Barab. Tel.
204037

B For sale: Piece of
land in Dar Sa"ad, Aden
behind the Aden Blaza
for furniturc suits on
Aden-Taiz highway
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has begun English courses at the following:
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Entertainment

MUS’ID & MUS’IDA

First Ever Yemenl Radio Serles published In a newspaper

—Written by —
Abdulrahman Mutahhar

Ma — Mus'id, do you still have the tiniest bit
of compassion and sympathy left for your
son, or are we just going to sit back and
watch him suffer with his eight children
when his father’s still around?

M — That's enough of ‘his father's still
around’! Tell me what you want me to do,
will you, and get to the point!

Ma — | want you to consider your son's sit-
uation properly and help him out a bit.

M — What's wrong with his situation?

Ma — What do you mean, ‘What's wrong
with his situation?’ Ever since he became
a father and had eight children, one after

should take to the docter. You can see the
mess he's in. And the poor mother has lost
her health and energy as a result of having
eight children, one after the other. If any-
one saw her they'd think she was fi
¥ears old when she's only twenty-seven.
‘ou really must heg: him out.
M - But what would he do with my help if |
did help him? What would he even be able
to do with help from the state or the United
Nations?
Ma — He doesn't need help from the state
or the United Nations. You're his father,
and it's more important that you help him
than any other Tom, Dick or Harry.
M - How should | help him, though? Kick
the tenant out into the street with his chil-
dren? They're not animals, Mus'ida.
Ma — Okay, if you don't want to kick the
tenant out of your house, how about pay-
ing his rent to solve his problems?
M - Mus'ida, if | thought that money would
solve his problems, I'd let him have this
house and hand over the rent from the
other house, but the problem is his family
which he's built up on rotten foundations.
Ma - What do you mean?
M — He didn't take into account all the

[13] ,

children from the beginning, Mus'ida.

Ma — What use is there is talking about the
beg:nning and the end when the situation
is there before our eyes?

M — The situation is that the mother’s
health and the future and ha"ppiness of the
generalions is dependent first and fore-
most on family planning from the moment
someone starts to think of getting married.
Ma — Look, I've told you, he's got eight kids
now, Mus'id, and God alone knows the

- state that every single one of them is in —

the father, the mother and the children.
M - I'm talking to rJ):ou about exactly that.

M — The second thing is that the eight chil-

dren haven't been able to receive the care

they need and suffer from illness and mal-

nutrition. On top of that, they are all suffer-

ing from different emotional stresses.

Ma — Go onl

M — The third thing is that the father has

found himself in a fix which neither his

father, nor his mother, nor the entire United

Nations can help him out of. Do you see,

Mus’ida?

Ma — For goodness sakel

M — Hang on a minute, will you! They say

someone asked his friend whether it was
ossible to go out before he went in. The
riend said, ‘No.’ The first one said, ‘Oh but

you can. Just stay where you are!’ And this

is what's happened to your son.

Ma — Will you stop talking in riddles! Just

tell me what will solve our son's problem.

M — Our son's problem, Mus'ida, is not

unique. It's found throughout Yemeni soci-

ety as a whole.

Ma — Just get up and do what you can, and

leave the rest of society to God|

M - Why don't you do something yourself

and save your legs.

Ma — Look, I'm being serious. Either you

The tragic sequences
f having many children

pay the rent on the house he's in at the
moment. Either way it would solve his
roblem.
— Haven't | already told you that the
ﬁ:oblem is not the house! The problem is
at after getting married and having eight
children, the father and mother found
themselves unable to bring up the children
ro;lalerly or ensure the happiness of the
amily.
Ma — People have children and to Hell with
the consequences. No one waits till the
can ensure famil hapginess, They would-
n't even wait for Aunt Sa'ida.1

Also the lad should get an education and a
proper job and wage first so that he's in a
position to provide tor himself and his fam-
ily. And ﬁn@lgr, the mother should breast-
feed her child for two years, as decreed b
God in His Holy Book, because breast-
feeding makes sure that the mother stays
healthy. It's also a religious obligation, and
it helps the mother have a two-year break
between the first and the second child.
What happened to your son, though, and
to many other families, is the opposite.
They got married before they had the eco-
nomic means. The mother's health suf-
fered because of having eight children one
after the other. And the poor children are
suffering not onlg from health problems
and malnutrition, but also from psycholog-
ical stress, because they're not getting the
care they need. The reason for all this,
Mus'ida, is that people get married and
have children without planning things prop-
erly, and it's mothers and children and the
whole of the rest of society who suffer. God
Almighty said in His Holy Book, ‘God wish-
es things to be easgifor you. He does not
wish things to be difficult.

responsibilities of marriage and having free up the house for him, or you offer to 1 Pun in Arabic, x%‘émﬂg[fs i gl
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Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 19)
Try to lake a whole new approach
to the same, everyday things you
do. You'll know whelher you're in
for an overhaul, or just some fine
tuning on one aspect of your life.
I's just imporlant to ba paying
aftention to where you have come from, where
you are, and definilely, where you wanl to be
tomorrow.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)

You are strong, your are smart,
and you are gelting everything
you set out to accomplish. Life is
abundant and the choices for
high quality things are numerous.
- This is no time to have doubts
and the exact time lo anticipate wonderful
opportunities in any part, or for that matter, all
parts of your life.

®

Geminl (May 21 - June 20)
Someone once said, "Even a fool
knows you can't reach out and
touch the stars, but it doesn't
keep wise men from 1rying". This
is your motio for the time being.
Another one thal fils perfectly for
you right now is, "This is a test 1o find whether
our mission on earth is finished: if you're alive, it
sn't", In other words, you need to be "going for it"
and don't allow your past doubls or inhibitions to
get in the way.

Cancer (Jun 21 - Jul 22)

We all have handicaps. Even that
word makes us think of sad or
negalive elements or parls of
ourselves. That's the

€

that may sometimes seem. Within your
disadvantages are huge openings. Undemsath
your catastrophes are other amazing
opporiunities.

Leo (Jul 23 - Aug 22)

The time is so ripe for you to find
love in all areas of your life. To
love yourself, love someone else,
love your career, and love your
free time.... it's all doable. If you
) just start with one area of your
life, the easiest, and recognize where you do
have love, then grow the other areas the way you
have the most successful one. What did it

L

require, what kinds of risks and work, to find the
love in that area?

Virge sAug 23 - Sept 22)
There Is more anergy supporting
guided insights from beyond. This
\ week, once you become aware of
the limitations within yourself,
N thay are no longer limitations
within you. You have the ability to
break free with the help of others. It's about being
responsible to yourself and to others, as you
share your boundaries and difficuliies, as well as
listen to what others have to say about your
situation.

=

Libra (Sep 23 - Oct 22)

openings, provided you step off
the cliff into the unknown, just for
a bil. Doesn't it sound 1oo enticing
to pass up? Aren't you just the least bit curious of
what awaits you if you take this leap? It makes
me want to be a Libra right now!

Scorplo (Oct 23 - Nov 21)

e

especially right now.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)
The best way to gain or increase
trust in yourself is to look back at
how it felt to be inspired by some
simple decisions you used to
make that worked in your life.
Keep making simple decisions
that prove you really can trust
yourself. Build on that, br making bigger
decisions, until the majority of your life looks as
though you really can trust yourself. Then you will
have mere control, and hence security from
within, not outside yoursalf.

&

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 18)

Keep removing the rules and
constraints that weigh you down.
People who are living their Iiyeq

The Universal Crossword

ACROSS
1 Hope went
down that
road
5 Big to-do
9 Falled
miserably at
being a
security
guard
14 Range
bordering
Europe
15 Its bedy is
painted

16 Having

some
resem-
blance

17 Young
singer?

18 Made a web

19 Open, as a
bottle

20 Some
pieces on

Braxton

24 United

25 Burdened

28 He said,
“Frankly, my
dear...”

31 Conniption

34 It occurred
during the
Pleistocene
epoch

§ 36 Faulkner's

“__ lay
Dying”

1 37 Horse mack-

erel

' 38 Story about

Easter?

Edited by Timothy E. Parker

41 Homeroom
reply

42 Gas guzzler

43 New parents
and stool
pigeons

44 Chin exten-
sion

45 Classic TV's
Bo, Luke
and Daisy

47 Basil-based
sauce

48 Christmas
tree, often

49 Pinhead

51 Hersey story
about a
small town
debutante?

58 Beatle suffix

59 Exploits

60 Conks on
the head

62 It may be
fineina

64 Vault
65 Grasslike
plant
66 Indefinite
amount
67 First name
in jazz
DOWN
1 School-
marm'’s do,
stereotypi-
cally
2 Expanse
3 Hyena’s
hideaway
4 Nervously
uncomfort-
able

5 Place for
yachts

6 Nanny’s
cousin

7 Flabbergast

8 Sound from
a wild goose
chase?

9 Fight the
glare,
maybe

10 Fencing
move

11 Respectively

12 Exam for
H.S. juniors

13 Waiter's
mainstay

21 Beatnik’s
drum

22 Idea

25 Supple

26 Flu
symptoms

27 Farm equip-
ment maker

breakers

32 Motionless

33 “Jerusalem
Delivered”
poet

35 Make certain

37 Schedule

39 Diving sea
bird

40 Speedy

45 Expand the

upils

46 Steady flow

48 Throw
angrily

50 Squander

51 Electrical
units

52 Uncover

53 “Idylls of the
King” lady

54 Gripe

55 Trygve Lie's
birthplace

56 Sir Coward

57 Australian
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M — | know. of having eight children without a break. ning at the stage when people are thinkin _ handicaps as detriments to your chess- 63 Partof a percent 61 Workout
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with the only guiding princip

being happiness are an

endangered species. How sad.
Don't become one of thoss extinct people, who
forget what it is like to splash in a puddle or play
with finger paints. Get inspired to go out and have
just one day this week where all acts are for
simple pleasure and fun.
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RENT A CAR
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Al-Shawkan| St. P.O.Box: 100, Sana’a
Tel. 967-1-260823, Fax: 260824
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micronpc.com

Think beyond the box.
High Definition Business Solutions

Authorized Distributor: Al-RASHEED for
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Information Technology Experts

ISO 9001 Certified Tel:503866
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APTECH

COMPUTER EDUCATION

We change lives

http:/’www.aptech-globaltraining.com
Sana‘a:Tel:01-440677,FE-mail: aptechanaa@y.net.ye
Aden: Tel. 02-237199 E-mail: aptechaden @ y.net.ye
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Mukalla

Aden Hotel

Sheraton Gold Mohur
Elphant Bay Resort

Mercure Hotel
Haddah Hotel
Sana'a Int'l Hotel
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Roll up your sleeve
for a chip implant

By Jane Black for Business Week

Meet the "'Chipsons” -- Jeffrey,
Leslie, and Derek Jacobs. This spring,
pending trial-run approval by the U.S.
Food & Drug Administration, the
South Florida family plans to be the
first in the country to have the
VeriChip, a tiny radio-frequency
device about the size of a grain of rice,
implanted in their bodies. Each $200
chip will carry a unique identification
number and critical medical informa-
tion. Should any member of the family
be hospitalized, doctors would run a
scanner over the chip to retrieve
important medical-history details.

The Jacobs first heard about
VeriChip when it was featured on
NBC's Today show. Derek, a 14-year-
old technology whiz -- and the
youngest person ever to become a
Microsoft certified engineer --- was
intrigued. His mother, Leslie, was
skeptical, but eventually she was won
over to the idea that the VeriChip could
help save lives. Her husband, Jefirey,
is a cancer survivor who takes 10 dif-
ferent medications regularly. Plus,
young Derek is allergic to many com-
mon antibiotics. ~'In an accident, min-

utes and seconds mean everything. The

chip speaks for you when you can't,"
Leslie says.

ON THE TRAIL. The Jacobs aren't
the only ones lining up to ''get
chipped," as VeriChip maker Applied
Digital Solutions (NasdagNM:ADSX-
news) is calling the process. Sao Paolo
minister and Brazilian lawmaker
Antonio de Cunha Lima is angling to
be the first person to receive an ADS
chip implant in South America. His
VeriChip won't hold just medical infor-
mation -- it would include a Global
Positioning System [GPS] tracking
device that might help save his life in
another way. Brazil has the fourth-
highest number of kidnappings in the
world behind Colombia, Mexico, and
Indonesia. In 2001, Sao Paolo saw 267
kidnappings.

Not everyone is as excited about the
VeriChip as Jacobs family and de
Cunha Lima.

Now is the time to put guidelines in
place to ensure that a VeriChip is
implanted only with an individual's
consent and that this powerful technol-
ogy doesn't fall into the wrong hands.
For the Jacobs family, VeriChips have
real potential, For the rest of us, a little
resistance might not be so futile.

Sony Is
out with
robo-dog

TOKYO (Reuters) - Who says you
can't teach an old robotic dog new
tricks? As of next month, Sony Corp
will offer free software kits for its plas-
tic pet dog, called AIBO, which will
give owners many more training
options.

AIBO will even be able to meow
rather than bark.

Up to now, most AIBO owners
could only play with a pre-trained
computerized pet whose behavior was
largely defined by Sony's pregram-
ming, but the new software kit will
allow experienced users to teach the
dog any amount of new tricks. The
release of the development kit, called
OPEN-R SDK, is an about-face for the
Japanese audiovisual electronics giant,
which had tried to cage in independent
developers who were hacking into the
AIBO's electronic innards and making
what Sony claimed were unauthorized
modifications.

"Sony wants to actively promote
OPEN-R architecture for entertain-

ment robots by highlighting its ability
to modify the robot's functionality," it

Japan to limit mobile phone
services during World Cup

TOKYO (Reuters) - Fearing a sys-
tem overload, Japan's biggest mobile
telephone company plans to restrict
mobile phone services near stadiums
holding World Cup soccer matches
from May 31 to June 30, Japanese
media reported on Saturday.

NTT DoCoMo 9437q.L plans to
limit the volumes by up to an eighth
of regular service to help prevent
communication systems from failing
due to an expected overload of calls,
text messages and mobile e-mail,
company sources were quoted as say-
ing.

NTT DoCoMo already restricts to
some extent mobile-phone services

during busy periods, such as at the
end of the year.

Of particular concern are the Japan-
Belgium match at Saitama Stadium on
June 4, the Japan-Russia match at
International Stadium in Yokohama
on June 9 and the Japan-Tunisia
match at Nagai Stadium in Osaka on
June 14, the sources said.

Company officials said it decided to
introduce restrictions after it was
determined that beefing up local base
stations would be insufficient to han-
dle the great volume of communica-
tions expected by fans and journalists.

Japan is co-hosting the World Cup
tournament with South Korea.

said in a statement.

Who says you can't teach an old
robotic dog new tricks? As of next
month, Sony will offer free software
kits for its plastic pet dog, called
AIBO, which will give owners many
more training options. Reuters

Star Wars Episode 111:
‘Attack of the Pirates’

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - The
countdown has begun to next week's
opening of the latest "Star Wars"
instalment, but digital pirates have
already launched their own clone
attack by swapping bootleg copies of
the blockbuster on the Internet.

As a result, up to a million people
might have seen "Star Wars Episode
II: Attack of the Clones" before its
much-hyped opening on Thursday,
experts said on Friday, underlining the
urgent nature of the piracy problem for
Hollywood studios.

"Here you have what everyone
expected to be one of the biggest films
of the year, but it will already have
been seen by a million people," said
Bruce Forest, an independent media
technology consultant and an expert
on piracy.

Ewan MacGregor as Jedi Knight Obi-Wan-Kenobi fends off an

attack by bounty hunter Jango Fett in this publicity still from the
forthcoming Star Wars movie," Episode Il - Attack of the Clones".
REUTERS/Twentieth Century Fox

Since its commercial launch onl14th February
2001, SabaFon has been the market leader in
the GSM industry in Yemen, providing
a variety of value added services and offers
to its subscribers.These services can
only be acquired via the GSM technology,
which has evolved during the past few
years, presenting a very essential tool to
people around the globe

The large growth in GSM customers — now
exceeding 600 million subscribers world
-wide — projects the significance of the GSM
services to people’s day-to-day life. In this
article, we are highlighting three of SabaFon's
GSM services, which are considered of high
value and efficiency to customers.

Fax Service:

With Fax Service enabled, SabaFon subscribers
will have the ability to send and receive
mobile faxes to / from anywhere in the world,
just by having the right connecting equipment.
Please call SabaFon customer care for detailed
information or if you want to subscribe to
this service.

Conference Call / Multiple

Party Conference:

With this service, you can receive/ make more
than one call and commumicate with more
than one person at the same time. You can
also put all parties in conference with each
other.

S‘Om.f Care N"mbo

71-111-211

or 211 free
S3lant| 2o ¢

SabaFon GSM Service

Closed User Group:

If your business depends on constant, easy access
communication between teams or groups of employees,
SabaFon has something specifically for you:

Closed User Group (CUG) allows a group of 5
members or more to communicate with each other,
round the clock within SabaFon coverage regions.
CUG is a perfect business solution for you..... if you
are an entrepreneur, running a business,heading
the sales department of a company, managing a group
of bankers or have a set of government officials
reporting to you.

There are two levels of services currently
being offered:

Level 1 —can make and receive calls within the group
and receive calls outside the group

Level 2 — can make and receive calls within the group
and outside the group

By signing on to CUG, you provide just the right kind
of communications tool to your employees for official
use only. It is both a valuable and economic
communicative tool.

With launch of these services, SabaFon has ensured that
they reach end-consumers at an appropriate price.
To activate any of SabaFon’s services, please visit
one of SabaFon customer service centers or points
of sales. Alternatively, you may call the Customer Service
in SabaFon on the number indicated below.
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No place for Baggio in Italy squad

By Simon Evans

MILAN (Reuters) - Roberto Baggio's
slim hopes of a place in Italy's World
Cup squad have been finally dashed
despite fan protests in support of him.
The 35-year-old former European
Player of the Year was not in the squad
of 23 players named by Italy coach
Giovanni Trapattoni.

The Brescia striker had recently recov-
ered from a knee operation in rapid
time in a last-ditch bid to appear in
what would have been his fourth suc-
cessive finals. ’
Although Baggio has not played for
[taly in three years and his 90-minute
showing for Brescia on Sunday was
his first full game since January, he
remains by far the most popular foot-
baller in Italy.

There has been a growing campaign
for him to be taken to the finals and as
the squad was. being announced a

group of Baggio supporters demon-
strated outside the headquarters of the
Italian Football Federation in Rome
in a forlorn attempt to change
Trapattoni's mind.

Among the banners on display one

declared: "For me, without Baggio f=,

there is no World Cup".

Another read "Italy without Baggio is
like France without Zidane, Japan
without Nakata, Brazil without
Ronaldo, England without Owen and
Argentina without Veron". The Italian

news agency ANSA reported that a [

pregnant protestor declared that she
would be naming her daughter
Roberta in honour of the player
known as the 'Divine Ponytail' due to
his Buddhist faith and his hairstyle,

NO SURPRISES

There were no surprises in Trapattoni's
selection with the Italy coach sticking
with the players who assisted him

This will be the first world cup in more
than a decade, in which Italian soccer
player Baggio will not be playing.

through an unbeaten qualification
campaign.

2002 FIFA World Cup Korea/Japan(TM):
FIFA to announce squad lists on 24 May 2002

FIFA will announce the squad lists of
the 32 finalist teams competing in the
2002 FIFA World Cup Korea/Japan™
on Friday 24 May 2002, 08.00 am
CET.

As per the FIFA World Cup™ regula-
tions, Article 22, “the list of not more
than 23 players (showing the full sur-
name(s), every first name, nickname,
name on the shirt, position, place and
date of birth, passport number, club
and country of the club) shall be sub-
mitted to the FIFA general secretariat,
using the official form for this pur-
pose, at least 10 (ten) clear days before
the first match in the final competi-
tion”.

This deadline expires on Tuesday 21
May 2002.

Also per the regulations, “each nation-
al association that qualifies for the
final competition may enter 23 players
(three of whom shall be goalkeepers)
numbered from 1 to 23. The numbers

on the back of the shirts shall corre-
spond with the numbers indicated on
the official players’ list. The number 1

shall be worn by a goalkeeper.”

Only these 23 players (except in cases
of force majeure recognised by the
Organising Committee for the FIFA
World Cup) will be permitted to com-

pete in the final competition.

The regulations further state: “A listed
player may only be substituted in the
event of serious injury up until 24
hours before his team’s first match,
after FIFA has received a detailed
medical assessment in one of the four
official FIFA languages, and only after
acceptance and confirmation by the
FIFA Sports Medical Committee that
the injury is sufficiently serious to pre-
vent the player from taking part in the
competition. The national association
shall then immediately nominate the
substitute and inform FIFA according-

ly.”

The 2002 FIFA World Cup
Korea/Japan™ will be held from 31
May to 30 June. (fifa.com)

Arab pride rests
with Saudi Arabla

RIYADH, May & (Reuters) -
Flamboyance and flair may not be their
usual brand of soccer but the Saudi
Arabian team has been calling the shots
on the Gulf circuit with their uncanny
ability to combine courage with confi-
dence.

The team did the Arab world proud by
making it to the World Cup finals for a
third consecutive appearance
unmatched by any Arab country. Their
victory in the Gulf Cup early this year
further cemented their credentials as
the number one team in the region.
Now expectations are running high that
Saudi Arabia will be able to put on an
extraordinary performance in the finals
to convince the world and FIFA presi-
dent Sepp Blatter that Asia has the tal-
ent to deserve an extra World Cup
place.

In addition to the hosts, Asia will be
represented by Saudi Arabia and China
in the finals. "Much is expected of the
Asian teams, who are playing at home.
How they do will influence the alloca-
tion of places for the 2006 World Cup
in Germany," Blatter announced in a
thinly-veiled wamning to the continent's
teams.

Saudi Arabia made their mark on the
finals in their debut appearance in the
United States in 1994 when they upset
the form book and became the first
Asian team to reach the second round
since North Korea's stunning feat in
England in 1966.

KNOCKED OUT

They were knocked out by Sweden in
the second round but the Saudi team
are still remembered for the magic of
Saeed Owairan. The 26-year-old striker
collected the ball midway inside his
own half and turned swiftly to beat the
entire Belgium defence in a stunning

Saudi fans as well as illions of Arabs are expecting impressive results
from the Saudi team’s participation in the upcoming world Cup games. (R)

solo effort which has become part of
not only the region's, but the World
Cup's, folklore.

The Saudis failed to produce a similar
goal - and performance - four years
later in France, making an early exit
when they lost to Denmark and eventu-
al winners France. Their last group
match against South Africa, however,
salvaged them a point and a bit of
pride. The Saudis once again carry the
hopes of the Arab Gulf on their shoul-
ders in this year's group E, against
Ireland, Cameroon and Germany.

A training camp squad of 29, named on
Saturday, will be reduced to 23 before
the finals start on May 31.

COACH SACKED

Saudi Arabia had to endure a long and
winding road before booking a direct
place in the World Cup finals. With
help from neighbouring Bahrain, the
Saudi team finished with 17 points, two
ahead of their main rivals Iran in Asian

group A.

On the final day of qualifiers, Bahrain
beat Iran 3-1, leaving the Saudis with
the easy task of beating bottom-placed
Thailand 4-1. Saudi Arabia's start to
their World Cup campaign, however,
was unremarkable. They drew with
Bahrain and then lost to Iran in Tehran
and their lackadaisical performance
earned coach Slobodan Santrac the
sack. Assistant coach Nasser al-Johar
took over and guided the team to the
top of the table. Johar, the former cap-
tain of al Nasr Club, has been retained
for the World Cup finals.

The return of Nawaf al-Temyat, who
missed the team's World Cup qualify-
ing matches due to injury, will add an
extra zip to the team. Most of the play-
ers shortlisted for the team are young
but veterans such as midfielder Sami
al-Jaber and goalkeeper Mohammed al-
Daeyea possess enough experience to
turn the heat on opponents.

Tyson: I wish
L.ewis was dead

LONDON (Reuters) - Mike Tyson has
stepped up his pre-fight war of words
with Lennox Lewis, saying he wishes
the world heavyweight champion "was
dead".

Tyson, in an interview broadcast on
Sky Sports television, was asked what
he thought of Lewis, his world title
opponent at the Pyramid Arena in
Memphis, Tennessee on June 8.

"I wish he was dead...] wish I could
kill him, now," said the controversial
American.

"What do I think about him? I don't
think anything positive or nice about
him."

But Tyson, asked what he thought of
the World Boxing Council (WBC),
International Boxing Federation (IBF)
and International Boxing Organisation
(IBO) champion as a fighter, was more
generous with his response.

"His accomplishments talk for itself
(sic). He is successful as a fighter,
yeah," said Tyson.

Earlier this week, Lewis broke off
from his preparations for the fight to
compare Tyson to "a cartoon charac-
ter".

Lewis, reacting to comments made by
Tyson from his training camp in Maui
last week, told reporters: "He's an
arrogant imbecile. That's Mike, and
you come to expect that. He sounds
like a cartoon character".

INTIMIDATING FIGURE

Tyson has proved an intimidating fig-
ure for many opponents in the past but
Lewis assured reporters he would not
be another victim next month.

"I am definitely not scared of Mike
Tyson," said Lewis. "I am the best
there is. | am at the top of the food
chain and he is looking to knock me
off," said Lewis from his training
camp at the Pocono Mountains resort

Mike Tyson has stepped up his pre-fight war of words with Lennox Lewis.
saying he wished the world heavyweight champ "was dead". REUTERS

in Pennsylvania.

Tyson was banned from boxing for a
year after biting a chunk out of
Evander Holyfield's ear in their world
title bout in Las Vegas in 1997.

The American was also involved in a
brawl with Lewis and members of his
entourage at a news conference in New
York in January, an incident which led
to the cancellation of their scheduled
bout in Las Vegas in April.

In November, Lewis regained the
WBC and IBF heavyweight titles with

a fourth-round knockout of Hasim
Rahman, just seven months after
Rahman stunned Lewis with a fifth-
round knockout in South Africa.
Lewis goes into next month's fight with
a 39-2-1 career record, including 30
knockouts.

Tyson has not fought since recording a
seventh-round technical knockout over
Brian Nielsen in Copenhagen last
October. He has compiled a 49-3 career
record with 43 KOs.
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‘Spider-Man’ heads
toward error record!

LONDON (Reuters) - Comic book
hero “Spider-Man,” the Columbia
Pictures film which is breaking box
office records in the United States,
seems heading toward a new record —
but this one is for mistakes.

mistakes.com.

The mistakes, cataloged in full on the
Internet site, include disappearing
rucksacks, clothes that are dirty one
minute and clean the next and smashed
windows that self-repair.

Fans have so far spot-
ted 77 continuity
errors, the most flaws
identified in an open-
ing weekend, accord-
ing to Web site movie-

Jon Sandys,
who runs the
Web site, said
the number of
mistakes could
be a symptom
of the movie’s
| popularity.
“It’s obviously
possible that it’s
got a higher
than average number of errors, but
huge numbers of people are going to
see it and that makes for lots of pairs of
eyes checking every inch of the
screen,” he told the Independent news-
paper on Wednesday.

The current number of errors puts
“Spider-Man,” which took $114 mil-
lion in its opening weekend, at number
nine in movie-mistake.com’s top 10 of
error-ridden films.
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Those boys really will be
the death of you, Mom

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Mothers
who have complained through the cen-
turies that their sons will be the death
of them may be right — a Finnish
study published on Thursday shows
having boys shortens a woman’s life
span.

Each son takes an average of 34 weeks
off a woman’s life span, evolutionary
biologist Samuli Helle and colleagues
at the University of Turku found.

On the other hand, having daughters
adds, but only very slightly, to a
woman’s life span, said the report in
Friday’s issue of the journal Science.
Helle, a Ph.D. student at the university,
was trying to prove having large fami-
lies can cause women to die early. But
his study of church records among the
Sami people of northern Scandinavia
found that family size could not predict
reliably that a woman would die
young.

“We found that maternal longevity was
not related to the total number of chil-
dren born or raised to adulthood, sug-
gesting that large families were raised
by  wealthy individuals,” the
researchers wrote in their report.
“That’s a bit surprising ... because the-
ory predicts there should be a negative
effect,” Helle said in a telephone inter-
view.

“But I think, in our case because we
have no data about individual wealth,
it would be that those with the highest
status and wealth could afford both to
have many children and had a long life
span.”

Helle and colleagues looked at birth
and marriage records of Sami people
from 1640 to 1870. “These Sami

depended mainly on reindeer herding,
fishing and hunting for their livelihood
and experienced natural mortality
because of a lack of advanced medical
care,” they wrote.

They only looked at women who lived
to be over 50, and took into account
whether a woman’s husband had died,
since raising a family alone would be
stressful.

“Our results suggest that giving birth
to sons had a higher relative long-term
survival cost for mothers than giving
birth to and raising daughters,” they
wrote.

There could be biological reasons for
this. Studies show boys are physiolog-
ically more demanding to produce —
they grow bigger and faster in the
womb, and some studies show it takes
a woman longer to get pregnant again
after having a son than after having a
daughter.

Testosterone produced by the fetus
could suppress the mother’s immune
system and perhaps make her more
susceptible to disease, Helle's team
wrote, citing recent studies that have
shown that.

There could be genetic or social differ-
ences among the Sami, who are dis-
tinct from their Finnish and Swedish
neighbors, Helle said. But he does not
think so.

“There is no reason to believe that this
effect would be only visible in Sami
people,” he said.

He thinks it could be simple behavior.
“Generally, boys get on their mothers’
nerves more than girls because they are
running around, and girls are more
willing to help their mothers,” he said.
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PHNOM PENH
(Reuters) - Anti-
smoking
activists enlisted
Buddhist monks
from Thailand,
Cambodia and
Sri Lanka
Wednesday to
help fight the
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in the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh —
aim to become role models for anti-smok-
ing efforts in Asia.
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