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Following the appeal of the families of hundreds of suspect detainees

104 detainees released
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Top performance
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By Hassan Al-Zaidi
Yemen Times Staff

Reliable sources told Yemen
Times that more than 104 Yemeni
detainees were released last week
by Yemeni authorities. The 104

released men were previously

arrested under the pretext of track-
ing down terrorist activists in
Yemen. This came after several
appeals by families of the impris-
oned suspects and intervention of a
number of NGOs. Al-Qaeda sym-
pathizers had previously issued
statements threatening to spill
blood of top security officers and

sl i
W Folcon Rent a Car

FALCON
-

Ouality Services Bevond Expectations
920 - [ 202910 ext. FSDO |
Ldens

Lo “Huigx
Fav: 0214659¢

commit acts of sabotage against
the US interests in the country in
case the government refused to

release a list of 173 detainees.

On the other hand, the Qaeda
suspect who escaped recently from
prison was captured while last
week hiding in one of his friends’
houses in Aden. This comes as sig-
nal that security forces have started
using more efficient investigation
techniques to track down suspects.

At the same time, the Yemeni
authorities have adopted new legal
measures to tackle the detainees’
problems. Official resources said
that the Yemeni authorities have
conducted an accurate and compre-
hensive investigation with regard
to al-Qaeda sympathizers suspect-
ed of having perpetrated terrorist
acts. In this respect, those who are

involved in terrorist activities will
be judicially tried. Those who are
not found guilty will be released.

This has come after the FBI
dropped 6 persons out of a list of
17 suspects thought to have been
involved in terrorist activities.

The list was reduced when three
convicts that were detained by the
Political Security Office a year ago
were released. Basheer Ali
Ashedadi, Ahmed al-Khedr al-
Baidhani, and Esam Ahmed
Dabwan al-Mekhlafi were actually
detained before the September 11
attacks in the US.

The destiny of three other con-
victs has been still unknown.
Those three are Abdulaziz

Mohammed Saleh, Moshhour A.
Mogbill, and Ameen Sa’ad
Mohammed. Names of other sus-
pect terrorists have been men-
tioned by the FBI including, Ramzi
bin Ashaiba, Fowaz al-Boraee,
Ayaan al-Waeli, Abdurab al-Saifi,
Bassam Annahdi, Omar al-
Hubaishi and Sameer al-Magqtari,
who are believed to have links to
the 11 September attacks.

Three more convicts were also
released by the Yemeni authorities.
Ali Mohmmed, Mohammed al-
Bokhait, Mostafa Shaher who
belonged to the Aden-Abyan
Islamic Army were convicted of
robbery and banditry and were sen-
tenced to 5 to 10 years in prison.
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13 in
Raima

Thirteen people were killed
and many others injured in the

district of al-Jubain, Raima,
100 km South-East of Sana’a
due to heavy rain and floods
that took place in the area last
Thursday. Around fifteen

NGO code of ethics

By Mohammed al-Qadhi
Yemen Times Staff

Organized by the Human
Rights Information and Training
Center (HRITC) in Taiz, a work-
shop on the challenges facing
NGOs was concluded last week.
A number of active NGOs partic-
ipated in the event that was
attended by more than 200 partic-
ipants. The parliament approved
the proposal of the HRITC that a
code of ethics to organize the
NGOs activities must be conduct-
ed. The proposal includes 11 arti-

cles, stressing the significance of
cooperation between all NGOs to
defend human rights at all levels.

It is also suggests that all NGOs
should work together and without
any abuse to each other. The
NGOs should also sort out their
difficulties with reference to their
board of trustees, all clinging to
principles and ethics of human
rights.

Mr. Ez Eddin al-Asbahi,
HRITC General Manager consid-
ered the approval as a warm wel-
come to the proposal from a num-
ber of civil society activists. This

proposed

code of ethics aims to enhance
solidarity between all NGOs
against any harassment to due to
their activities.

In the workshop Mr. Ali Saleh
Abdullah, Deputy Minster of
Social Affairs and Labor Ministry
presented a paper on the law of
National Organizations and con-
sidered the law issued a progress
as it organizes work of these
NGOs. It has also provided a mar-
gin of freedom for establishing
NGOs and participation of the
civil society.

Continued on page 5

houses were damaged by the
floods which also ruined sev-
eral farms. A rescuing team
evacuated some families from
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their houses, which were
about to collapse. Among the
killed were seven people
belonging to the family of
Abdullah Ahmed Ghaithan.
Yemeni authorities sent two
helicopters to help the rescu-
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ing team. But one of them
made an emergency landing
due to the bad weather. The
helicopter crashed into a big
tree. Two of the crew mem-
bers were injured.

President Ali Abdullah
Saleh gave orders to the gov-
emment to give all possible
assistance to affected fami-

Mob. 7914536, Email: SABASIP@y.neL.ye

lies. He also ordered that
Abdullah  al-Ghaithan be
granted YR 1.6 million to
relieve his grief. The rescuing
team was able on Friday to
rescue one of his kids who

While YECO denies all Adhban claims

Adhban demands
President’s intervention

By Yemen Times Staff

In a letter sent last Saturday to
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, Haj
Mohammed Mubarak Adhban, of
the most prominent businessmen
in Yemen and Chairman of the
Adhnan Trading Cooperation
demanded the President’s inter-
venfion to stop an assault on their
warehouses in Aden.

The letter said, “The officials at
the Yemeni Economic Corporation
(YECO) had ordered their soldiers
to seal our stores’ doors in Aden

and those soldiers have indeed

stormed into the
stores  destroying
doors and messing
up with warehouses’ content.”

On the other hand, in an exclu-
sive interview to Yemen Times,
Haj Adhban said “We were given a
notice to empty all our stores on
Mu’alla Street in Aden for them to
be used to exhibit products of
YECO in the city.”

“We called the governor of
Aden and demanded steps to stop
this from continuing, but so far no
action has been taken.”

The letter to the President said
that armed soldiers who belonged
to none of the official authorities
and establishments caused great
damage to the stores and to the
reputation of the cooperation.

“We appeal to you to order the
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The letter sent to the President

YECO to restore our dignity and
give back our stores that were
attacked by the soldiers. We also
request compensation for all the
damage that was caused by the
attack that cannot be justified by
any laws or regulations because
such improper and illegal action
only results in chaos and discour-
ages investment.
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was still alive.

Natmnal Bank Of Yemen

Tlex:6308/6274/6224-895

TARE—TYYE/NYVE [T A S
P.O. Box: 5 Crater -Aden Www.natbankofyemen.com

Ve ;2,5 (O) it o Sana'a: Tel 272232/3/1, Azlm

i ot s =gt

mm s Tm \ H‘“ Taiz- Tel:(04)252323, Aden- Tel:(02)256688
New Banking Services 01_”.}.' duan Ao~ -
astercarc) - ((GIRAN s
Fan: D673 553 126/8 360613 35000, AAVr vanet [ veraaivay vy ES m’, y maq =t ‘ _\ ™) L_\
') ' b \ ’

Experience a real 4x4
that's designed to shape
your character

L sl L] glal sl

Sasadt datle duily S W30y sy it 35 8 o S T&Eﬁ é!! Je=2dl Yemen Dutch Co. Aud gl Ll A8 200
- == —
giamssoriy —_ I —
(ool ¢ Gl Bt 0 5 LY 0 S paS) IS LD - At S Jadl
(o5 300 ¢ VI 3 Geal ¢ i) g5l - 10345 PRl Wi il g8 21 Ol gliasy | g Sbal Hlawh

were Al Cliadll ¢ Gandll 5 jeal) iy cilalall -
. 4 ] =

= B
bl e gkl 13 6t ) ¢
dgdlal) 50 il (5alag (siuibe 9391 JSuiat (ouily 51
(il laad] 335 ¢f pad 5al) peo Luo o ilsled Bandy,

ONLY kit
$358

gt A lal 1z 191 b
SGdalll avaely (iSnallg o pulilt B )i

APS 512 (500WATT)

« Five Years Warranty

(4) el Zidd + 12V-40AH i puliy & sy + APS 512 e 5 A

» Best International Panels
for Coldrooms & Cold
stores for all applications
available

D U sy 2k 40-30 iy Ay had 4 by 4 G i Da B
- D EURED sy A3 40-30 ibaey Lslalh Chpd a4 S g A 1t Ula b

Ly b Gilsly )P0 oy de i, S,

R
- B ey Aty e i @
[

i%l

Exclusive Technology

(259704)0-93(259702,'3 i (449179) U (449180) Jyhti ¢ plaiea - gpiad 5o p L2

Email: cew@yemen.net.ye Head Quarter: Al-Mimlah Roa

Sheikh Othman Aden;
Tel: 346000, Fax: 340049

AN =S TS ATA ATV = Y A Pkl A O o Wi = |
Rep of Yemen - Sane'n - P.O.Box : 8150 - Tel : 967-1. 230675 - Fax |

)

* Member of Bamaroul Group

967-1-230929




2

29 July 2002

Local

Old City cries for help!

The World Heritage Board, a
UNESCO-based organization, warned
that the Old City of Sana’a could be
dropped off the list of the world’s most
important heritage sites list unless the
Yemeni authorities exert serious efforts
to protect Old Sanaa from further dete-
rioration,

Old City of Sana’a, which has been
recently nominated among the world's
new wonders and is getting an increas-
ing publicity and fame by worldwide
tourism operators, has been recently
distorted because of random construc-
tion and lack of infrastructure installa-
tions in the absence of appropriate pro-
tection mechanisms.

In a statement to the Yemen Times,
Dr. Abdullah Zaid, Chairman of the

General Organization for Preservation
of Historic Cities (GOPH) appealed to
the political leadership to interfere
before it is too late. “We must save the
Old City of Sana'a from random con-
struction which distorts its architectural
and historical beauty,” he said.

He added further that the authority
has received a recent report by the
World Heritage Committee noting the
current deteriorating conditions of the
OId City of Sana’a may have devastat-
ing results on the reputation of the old
city. The report urged the Yemeni gov-
ernment to ask for an urgent interna-
tional assistance from the World
Heritage Committee to help in setting
up a long-term plan to prevent further
damage to the Old City of Sana’a.

Healthcare centers to be rehabilitated

BY MOHAMMED BIN SALLAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

A memorandum of intent between
the two governments of Yemen and the
USA in the field of medical and health

cooperation  was  signed last
Wednesday at the Population and
Public Health Ministry.

The intent included rehabilitating a
number of hospitals and health centers
in our country.

The intent was signed by the Ahmed
Mohammed Sufan, the Minister of
Planning and Development, Dr.
Abdulnaser al-Munaibari, the Minister
of Health and from the US side,

 Edmund Hull, the US Ambassador to
Yemen.

The Yemeni-US relation in different
fields is a result of strenuous efforts
made to establish strong relations in

n Thursday 18 July 2002, Artex Trading
. Co..& Al-Haiki Trading Corporation
| organized an important event for drawing
. of the 50 winners of World Cup 2002 com-
- petition which was held in Sana’a Trading
Center ‘Hundreds of people attended this draw and enjoyed
""" the singing of the band. This event was professionally organ-
ized by the staff of Artex Trading Co., & Al-Haiki Trading
Corporation. The first draw of the 50 winners of Artex
Trading Co., & Al-Haiki Trading Corporation for World Cup
2002 competition and the first prize winner of the first prize
(a flight ticket to Dubai and 3 nights hotel accommodation in
a first class hotel plus 1000 Derhan in cash) was Abrar Sager

different vital aspects. Supporting
health car centers and units has been
done for the sake of the people in
Yemen.

National Day of
Oman celebrated

BY YASSER AL-MAYYASI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The Omani people celebrated the
32nd anniversary of the Omani
Renaissance last Tuesday July 23 2002.
This festival come in a time the country
is witnessing a range of accomplish-
ments under the leadership of His
Majesty, Sultan Kabus Bin Saeed. The
Sultanate has played a positive and
effective role whether on the Arab level
or at the regional or through its relation
with the entire world.

The foreign policy of the Sultanate
focuses on non-interference in the for-
eign affairs and upholding its national
sovereignty threugh peaceful coexis-
tence with nations. Through this policy
the Sultanate has achieved rapid devel-
opment in many spheres of life, whether
social, economic or commercial. The
developmental process depends on the
five-year pl:m to accomplish an eco-

nomic equilibrium and to diversify the
country's resources to increase national
income.

The Sultanate has stepped towards
establishing huge enterprises and attract
foreign and national investment. Sine
the establishment of the Omani Stock
market, the economic picture has
improved dramatically as the Omani
market has become among the most the
distinguished markets in the whole
region.

Oil and gas among other natural
resources constitute the largest econom-
ic factor in enhancing national income.
The number of the international compa-
nies in the Sultanate has increased con-
siderably. The tourism sector has also
flourished rap-
idly which con- [FF
stitute a main |
resource of |4
national
income.

View of Greater Muttrah in Oman, is of tremendous accomplishments during
Sultan Kabus’ accession to the throne

Artex Co. Awards Prize to Winners
in World Cup 2002 Competltlon

competition.
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Nasser from Hodeidah city. The list of winners was pub-
lished last week in Yemen Times newspaper and Al-
Gumhuryah newspaper on July 2, 2002. The second draw
was for 10 prizes for the attendance of the World Cup 2002

This is the second time Anex Trading Co., & Al-Haiki
organize the World Cup competition in af organized and pro-
fessional way, the first time was in 1998 as it was success-
fully done and the second time was for the World Cup 2002
competition which was also successfully don. By this, we
assure our customers that we have been up to their expecta-
tions and fulfill our promises accordingly.

Dr. Qirbi in Tehran

By: MOHAMMED AL-QADHI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Yemen's Foreign Minister, Dr. Abu
baker al-Qirbi is visiting Iran this week
in response to an invitation by his
Iranian counterpart Dr Kamal Kharazi.

Dr. Qirbi said his visit would mainly
discuss preparations and arrangements
ahead of the Iranian president
Mohammed Khatami coming visit to
Yemen. Dr al-Qirbi did not mention
the date of the Iranian president’s

expected visit. In a press statement, the
Yemeni foreign minister added that he
would also discuss with the Iranian
foreign minister bilateral relations,
economic cooperation and political
coordination between the two coun-
tries on different regional and interna-
tional issues.

Yemeni-Iranian relationship is pros-
pering steadily and a number of Iranian
business companies are already work-
ing in Yemen and others are willing to
have investments here.

Workshop on Yemen’s
plastic bags industry

The Yemeni Industrialists
Association (YIA) called upon the
government to abolish a decree issued
by the Cabinet in 1997 to prohibit
manufacturing and importing un-dis-
solved plastic bags and seeking other
practical alternatives to be imple-
mented.

A workshop on the difficulties of
plastic products industry in Yemen,
organized by the YIA last week in
Sana’a, demanded the parliament to
abolish a term in the cleanliness law
which hinders the local plastic indus-
try. Officers at the YIA criticized the
Yemeni law’s restrictions on the plas-
tic bags’ thickness that was defined to
be 90 microns for local plastic bags as
70 microns for imported bags. They
added that the Yemeni market needs
about 10 million plastic bags daily
and the statistics indicate that the
country needs to import 10,000 tons

of plastic raw material annually to
produce 15-micron-thick plastic bags
while this number would dramatically
jump to 43,000 tons if the thickness is
60 microns.

Industrialists described the 1997-
cabinet decree as unauthentic and
could open the door for an illegal
competition between local plastic bag
manufactures and worldwide manu-
factures because large masses of plas-
tic bag products are being smuggled
into the country under different
names such as thermo-bags. Yemeni
industrialists expressed their worries
over the possible closure of plastic
bag plants which will lead to unpre-
dictable damages and loss that
investors and workers in these facto-
ries will suffer from. Moreover,
according to them, it would add to the
plastic bag smuggling phenomenon
on all levels and nationwide.

Ardh Himiar Trading Exhibition
For Office & Houses Furniture Sale
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Alshaigh Othman Br. Tel 388218, Dubai Br. Tel 2248836- Fax . 2248730, Mob. 4561862
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Journalists still harassed

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate
(YJS) issued a press release last
Thursday, condemning the attack on
journalist Mahboob Abdulaziz of 14
October newspaper by a security offi-
cial from the Urban Planning Office in
Aden. The press release called for the

investigation of the attack and the
punishment of those behind it.
Meanwhile, the YJS called upon the
governor of Ibb to interfere to release
the father of the journalist who was
taken as a hostage without any legal
cause by the security bodies in Ibb.

The kidnapping was to pressurize the
journalist to hand himself over to the
authorities. In the conclusion of its
statement, the YJS considered detain-
ing the journalist’s father as an illegal
act that should be punished by the law.

JITCOM 2002:

A unique event wu‘h remarkable success

During 22-26 July 2002, Apollo
International Exhibitions
Company organized al-Jazeera
Technology Exhibition (JITCOM
2002) for IT and telecommunica-
tion under the auspices of the
Ministry of Communications and |
the Yemeni Industrialists
Association.

This exhibition was the most
successful Yemeni event of its
kind and was distinguished in its
extra activities of seminars during
which lectures and workshops
aimed at raising technological
awareness among the public.

Mr. Tawfeeq al-Nehmee,
Apollo’s General Manager told
the Yemen Times that “Apollo
_continues to organize such successful
and annual exhibitions on telecommu-
nication and IT to fulfill greater results
every year and because of the political
leadership and government’s interest in
promoting this important sector.

He added that many local and inter-
national companies participated in the
event and competed for offering inter-
nationally renowned technological
products and services.

“The number of visitors who attend-
ed the exhibition has increased dramat-
ically compared to last year’s exhibi-

Vice president, Abdurabuh Mansour inaugurates the
JITCOM 2002

tion, which indicates a growing aware-
ness among the public of this important
field. I do believe that all visitors have
indeed benefited from this event and
from the seminars that accompanied
iL?

In this respect, Dr. Abdu al-Hadi al-
Hamdani, a Deputy at the Presidential
Office, who chaired the 2nd seminar
meeting in the exhibition said, “I am so
happy to attend such beneficial semi-
nars in which important papers are pre-
sented. In the case of my working paper
for example, three promising examples
have been shown. Those examples are

resembled in: Saba News

Agency, Custom
Department and the
National Information
Center.”

He emphasized the

importance of adopting
technological solutions and
having computer classes in
the academic curriculum to
keep pace with the digital
era. “The use of computers
in governmental institutions
is a crucial step that many
countries have already
taken. We hope that serious
steps would be taken to
encourage the use of com-
puters in public and private
sectors in Yemen and to invite special
cadres for training. Of course all of this
needs the government’s as well as
donor’s support.” he recommended.

“I know that having an electronic
government is still a dream and that we
still have a long way to go before we
reach that point. But we have to prepare
ourselves for that day so as to be part of
the developing world that is getting
involved in computers more and more
every year. Otherwise we will be left
behind as a backward country.” he con-
cluded.

Major Yemeni invention

YEMEN TIMES STAFF
TAlZ BUREAU

“Necessity is mother of invention.”
Believing in this simple proverb, the tal-
ented Yemeni inventor Abdu M. Al-
Wessabi announced in Saudi Arabia his
new invention: an anti-theft security
apparatus. Because of the increasing
number of robbery and theft cases in his
neighborhood, he decided to put an end
to them by inventing a machine that
could easily disclose thieves in a clever
manner. In just one year, Abdu designed
an apparatus which can discover the theft
attemnpt before it happens. The apparatus

consists of an electronic plate, a cell
phone, and electrical cables connected to
certain parts of the store that the thief
may try approach, e.g., the safe. When
the thief touches the safe of the store, the
cell phone calls a certain number auto-
matically without the knowledge of the
thief, so while he collects the money, the
store owner along with the police would
probably be waiting for him outside.

A number of stores have already start-
ed purchasing and using this device
which proved to be an efficient in pro-
tecting them from theft because several
thieves have been disclosed and arrested
in this way.

While in a short visit to Yemen last
week, Al-Wessabi told Yemen Times that
he hopes to enhance his invention to be
able to carry out many tasks at the same
time. He said “I received only basic edu-
cation but I am fond of electronic
devices, the way they work, and their
internal structures. But the most impor-
tant motivation behind my success in this
invention is the theft attempts which
have been rapidly increased in number.”

“I hope that the Yemeni Ministry of
Industry would support me in developing
my invention, which I want to have
patented to be able to market it locally
and internationally.”

Al-Qadhi flies to USA

Mr. Mohammed Hatem al-Qadhi,
Senior Editor at the Yemen Times is
flying today Monday evening July 29
to the USA to take part in the
International Visitors Program. He has
been nominated by the U.S. Embassy in
Sana’a to the program that is organized
and sponsored by the US government.
More than 20 journalists from various
countries are invited to spend 23 days
in the USA. The participants, who are
all media people, will be exposed to the
American experience in the field of the
press, mainly print journalism.

Electricit
employees fired

The General Electricity Corporation
recently fired tens of its employees in
the Capital Secretariat for violating the
laws and regulations of the corporation
and public post principles. Mr. Abbas
al-Olufi, 2nd Electricity Zone
Manager stressed that the corporation
was conducting a strict policy to fight
corruption at different governmental
institutions.

B Starting ® 7.30Pm
‘Lu'lﬁorl' Pec! Avea

 Price includirg Oper Euffet & 2 Drirk of

Date: 30th July 2002, Tuesday [,

| Yyour t“blt!'

Relly dancers”
e Yemeni Baml _
Arabic & Ehg!Hm live Songs

For Training & Developmant

i G| § vy b 41 B 50

Y. . Y/AIS 34ii¥l pot aseall lasi
(e e 6y ) daiid gyl okl ydl b

440342 1,45 440343 15 (1846 1. g0 - Saad! plas uyfube 3197 - asbisad! A1 - pladea - Aadad! Ags gpanti l

Email: info@pcnir.net g-,_,..ﬂ! e

smeil: ealoe®yamantiebing.oom

1st Yemeni winner receives the prize
of the Million’s Cup Competition

Part of its wide range of competi-
tions conducted via the fixed telephone
network, and with the presence of
Shakeeb Ghanem, the Financial
Manager of the company, the Arabian
Telecom Company - Arabia Call pre-
sented the $1,000 award to the winner
Amil Abdulraeed Mogbl, who won last
week’s competition. The awarding cer-
emony was held at the Apollo
Exhibition Center in Sana’a amid the
presence of a large number of people.

The Arabian Telecom Company-
Arabia Call provides a wide range of
services to its clients including the
audiotext service, which enables caller
from any place in Yemen via a fixed
network to make use of this unique
service.

The company also provides another
range of value-added-services such as
voice phone service which includes
competitions, horoscope, Islamic

phone as well as health and tourism

" Address: P.O.Box: 535 Sana’a- Republic of Yemen
Tel:+967-1-223943/224051- Fax: +967-1-221611/245838
e-mail: zubleri@y.neL.ye

Winner of last week’s competition
receiving his $1,000 prize

services. Any one interested in partici-
pating in the competition must call
services dial 0900 0900.
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Moroccan Ambassador to Yemen Times:

“Moroccan-Yemeni economic relations
should be as strong as political relations”

_he Kingdom of Morocco
\marked on July 30 its
national day [the monar-
chy day]. Yasser al-

4. Mayasi of Yemen Times
had the pleasure to meet the
Ambassador of Morocco to Yemen
H.E. Lahcen Azoulay and filed the
Jollowing interview.

Excerpts.

Q: Can you please brief us on
Morocco?

A: Morocco is an independent con-
stitutional, democratic, Islamic monar-
chy. The ruling system of Morocco is
one of the oldest in the world. The par-
liament of Morocco has two bodies:
the parliament and the consultative
council. Both bodies enjoy the same
level of authority.

Members of the parliament are elect-
ed through general elections held every
five years. The government is com-
prised of the prime minister and the
cabinet. The government is responsible
before the king and the parliament as
for implementing the government’s
platform and law. The current govern-
ment has 25 ministers. Morocco has
also several supreme state agencies.

Q: What about the economy of
Morocco?

A: Morocco has a multi-sectoral
economy. Agriculture accounts for 17
percent of the NDP. Morocco has a
total land of 71 million hectors of
which 40 million is arable land.
Tourism is also one of the most impor-
tant sectors of the Moroccan economy.

This is because Morocco enjoys good
tourism potentials in terms of land-
scapes, cultural diversity and being
close to a huge tourist market [Europe].
Tourism contributed to the Moroccan
economy in 2001 with $2.5 billion,
accounting for 7.8 percent of the
national domestic product. This sector
employs 650,000 persons. Morocco
also has an ambitious plan to boost this
sector, particularly since this sector
enjoys a good reputation.

As Morocco has a long coastline
stretching for 3500 km, Morocco is a
leading exporter of fisheries in Africa
and the Arab world. The total products
of fisheries in 2001 amounted to
900,000 tons. Fisheries account for 16
percent of exports.

Industry makes up Y0 percent of
exports and 17.5 percent of the nation-
al domestic product. The most impor-
tant industries found in Morocco are:
petrochemicak. fabrics, food-process-

ing, leather and cement.

Q: How is the status of Morocco’s
economic policies?

A: Morocco seeks to open its econo-
my for the rest of the world as current
legal and institutional reforms are more
conducive to the flow of foreign
investments. It has also restructured its
public enterprises and adopted a priva-
tization policy. Morocco has attracted
more than 2000 European companies.
Morocco’s trade policies have
improved the foreign trade perform-
ance through establishing full-fledged
partnership with the EU countries.
Morocco achieved a surplus in per-
formance totaling $4 billion generated
from the increase of labor remittances.

Q: How do you view the achieve-
ments under the reign of his highness
King Mohammed VI?

A: Since Mohammed VI came to

power on July 1999 he worked hard to
upgrade public enterprises and their
functionality. He also encouraged
opposition parties to take part in ruling
the country. King Mohammed VI has
encouraged freedom of expression,
pluralism, human rights, the reform
process, fighting poverty, social soli-
darity and involving women in devel-
opment.

Q: How do you assess the bilateral
relations between Yemen and
Morocco?

A: The two countries enjoy excellent
relations. Those solid fraternal rela-
tions are rapidly going forward since
they’re very deeply-rooted. The two
countries share the same views about
political events at the Arab and interna-
tional levels. Yet, the trade and eco-
nomic relations between Yemen and
Morocco are not as active as the politi-
cal relations. The private sector can
change this situation to the better since
top decisions from the top leaderships
of the two countries aren’t sufficient.

The year 2001 witnessed an active
exchange of visits between top offi-
cials of the two countries. On the other
hand, the fourth round meeting of the
Moroccan-Yemeni joint committee
was held in 2001 in Sana’a.

Q: Would you like to add any com-
ment?

A: I'd like to thank the Yemen Times
for its constant follow-up of different
events at the local and international
levels. I wish the paper all the best in
all aspects.
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Insanity in Yemen
becoming a norm of life

By Ibrahim Addahan
Yemen Times Ibb correspondent

_aking a glance at the peo-
‘ple walking in the streets
of our cities, one gets
amazed by the large num-
4. ber of poor people seen
there. Stories full of misery and catas-
trophe could be told by thousands of
poor Yemenis all over the country. Just
looking at their faces, you will realize
that they have a lot to tell. But those
who may have more than anyone else
to tell, but cannot tell anything are
insane street people. Poverty, this hor-
rible nightmare that has been spreading
its claws all over the society was
behind the insanity of most of those
victims.

In fact, the panorama of sadness and
tragedy occurring in our society is truly
inconceivable and unspeakable. Life
has become unbearable for the majori-
ty of the people and the phenomenon
of poverty is becoming the norms
almost everywhere in Yemen. It has
become natural to see people taking
streets as the home and it has become
the norm to see people eating from
rubbish bins. You would probably not
be surprised to find men, boys and
girls, old and young knocking at your
door asking for alms. The economic
hardship has taken its toll on the lives
of the chmmoners.

As I said before, the other phenome-
non linked to poverty is insanity. You
can find insane people prowling all
over the country. The phenomenon is
eye catching to everybody visiting or
dwelling the main cities. The situation
has reached the boiling point as their
number seems to be in the rise. From
the psychological point of view, the
continuously deteriorating living stan-
dards of the people in our society are to
blame for this human dilemma.

Sociologists would probably bring
social factors such as shock, tragedy,
and other extreme incidents behind
going insane. But interestingly, you
will find poverty behind at least part of
those factors, To my humble knowl-

edge, all factors that might be raised to
explain the predicament and its compo-
nents will be all referred to the econo-
my at large. This is because social
problems among common family
members are related to economy. Take
divorce for instance. Most divorce
incidents have economic and social
problems behind them. However,
insanity is not the worst among other
consequences of deteriorating econom-
ic conditions. We have recently begun
hearing about money-related homicide,
matricide, patricide, genocide and
many other evils. When a father finds
himself helpless and unable to feed his
kids or have a job to ensure their sur-
vival, he may very easily go insane if
not kill his own children. The number
of Yemenis joining the world of insan-
ity every year is alarming and has
reached dangerous dimensions. In
other words, the economic hardships
have taken much of the people’s men-
tality as well as their living standards.

Visiting people at their homes and
seeing what kind of food they cat, one
gets shocked and saddened. Most of
the poor in Yemen have tea and bread
as their lunch meals even on Fridays. If
that is not enough to turn you mad,
what else is? What a pity!

The pitiable people drifting aimless-
ly in our cities and finding none to take
care of them need our help. But if the
government's actions and economic
measures have resulted in driving peo-
ple nuts and make them starve, it
should be the government's duty to
take care of those victims. Taking care
of the vulnerable in the society must be
a top priority of the government, which
failed to keep those insane people
sound and safe. The scenery is very
pathetic. Furthermore, these prowling
insane people have become a threat to
others as in some cases they throw
stones at pedestrians including women
and children and sometimes damage
properties.

What is more remorseful than all
that has been mentioned is when adult
insane men or women expose their
bodies by walking or sitting naked in

Statistics in

i TR

dicate an astonishing annual increase in the number of insane

people in Yemen (Photo by Yasser al-Mayesi)

public areas. This is not good for the
reputation of the country. The govern-
ment seems to be serious in promoting
tourism. So it should tackle this issue
as well.

Part of the government’s plan should
be to provide shelter and food to those
helpless victims of a harsh reality.
They deserve to be taken care of as
they should be treated as normal citi-
zens, The government should expand
its facilities to shelter those people and
prevent them from threatening them-
selves or others.

The spread of the mad peaple all
over the cities causes people lo get
concerned about their kids, families,

and properties, especially as they know
eventually those mad people will be
acquitted of any charge against them. It
seems that only the low and middle
class citizens realize the dimensions of
this problem. The rich, including deci-
sion-makers and politicians may not
realize the current threat of this phe-
nomenon and find themselves oblivi-
ous to the tragedy.

Finally, will the people concerned do
this philanthropic job of taking these
insane people away from the streets
and into appropriate shelters with
decent living standards? That will not
cost much, will it?

Adhban demands President’s
intervention

When witnessed by businessmen and
investors, such acts will definitely result
in concern about assets and will result in
avoiding investment in the country.”
Yemen Times learnt that officials are
investigating the case in the attempt to
understand what truly happened. No one
from the YECO in Aden was available
to comment on the reasons behind this
incident, which may result in a lawsuit
against the YECO. “We have already
instructed our lawyer to raise a lawsuit
against the YECO.”

YECO denies Adhban claims
Yemen Times contacted YECO officials
to get feedback on this incident and was
received with an astonishing claim that
Adhban Corporation has no right in the
apartment where the warehouse is locat-
ed and that the corporation has not been
paying to YECO the rent of several
years totaling an amount in millions of
rials.

YECO sources -who conditioned
anonymity to respond- in Aden,
responded to the allegation by saying,
“As for the claimed military assault, that
was a legitimate action from our side
based on orders coming from security
office of Aden because Adhban
Corporation failed to pay us the due rent
of two years because YECO owns the
place because it also owns all the prop-
erty of former Local Trade Company
and we have a legal contract signed by
Adhban Corporation and us and this can
be used in any legal confrontation.”
“We have only used force after we ran
out of options because we did inform
Adhban Corporation to pay the due
amount because as a governmental
establishment, we need to follow up
with all government properties and
make sure they are utilized for the good-
ness of the people.”

Adhban: ownership of stores is
ours

According to Adhban however, there is
no legal dispute over the ownership of
the stores because Adhban Cooperation
originally owned the stores before they
were nationalized by the socialist
regime in the south. During nationaliza-
tion of the properties, the regime by then
gave them to the Local Trade Company
whose assumed properties were given (o
the YECO after unification.

However, slowly the group was able (o
regain its property and after unification
various lands in Aden returned to their
original owners including the Adhban
Cooperation. But according to Haj
Adhban, the YECO refused to accept
this fact and attempted to take over the
properties of the cooperation by force.
“With no court verdicts or any official
orders, the YECO forces stormed into
our stores despite the fact that we have
all evidence to prove our ownership.

Continued from page 1

Does this mean that the YECO is
stronger than the rule of law and
stronger than the state?” Haj Adhban
asked.

When asked whether there were old dis-
putes between the cooperation and the
YECO, Haj Adhban replied, “Even
though we have complained about the
illegal competition by the YECO with
our cooperation in importing our brand-
ed products with no custom fees and
selling them to the public with cheaper
prices and without the authority of the
manufacturing companies, we believe
that what happened in Aden was not
related to this dispute.”

“We should all respect the law and such
actions should stop for the sake of
Yemen's investment future because
without enforcing the law, the country’s
reputation will be damaged.” He con-
cluded.

Such incidents have occurred frequently
in the recent past in several regions in
Yemen and in many cases the involve-
ment and intervention of high-ranking
officials including the President were
needed to end the dispute.

NGO code of ethics proposed
He stressed that many challenges are
facing these NGOs in term of adminis-
tration, programs and transparency. He
attacked some of these organizations
and said they are not democratic and
don’t deal in a transparent way.

He said some of these NGOs are domi-
nated by a simple person. He even said
the Ministry is very liberal with some of
these NGOs, which based on the law are
not any more legal.

He pointed out that qualifying those
NGOs' staffers is very much needed.
On his part, Mr. Ez Eddin al-Asbahi
highlighted the increasing importance of
the role of civil society organizations
and hence Yemen badly needs to
strengthen these organizations and sup-
port them to be able to work properly.
He said partnership with government
doesn’t at all abolish their independence
and mentality for there are mutual aims
that can reached it the two parts work
logether.

He said these organizations have a good
opportunity to work together and face
all sorts of administrative, legal or
financial challenges together.

Lawyer Mohammed Naji Allaw and Mr.
Mohammed al-Mekhlafi both pointed
out that the law doesn't give these
NGOs comiplete freedom, and that the
government is still controlling them in
terms of issuing licenses or monitoring.
They demanded that the relationship
between government and NGOs be
restricted to registration only. But the

Deputy Minister refuted their allega-
tions and said the government has the
right indeed to know and observe the
activities of all NGOs and sources they
use lo finance their projects and struc-
tures,
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Journalists visit Aden Unlversny

By YASSER AL-MAYASI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

‘he Aden University
ireceived on July 7-11 a
journalists  delegation.
The visit to the campus of

- the university has pro-
duced good impressions. The universi-
ty has witnessed educational and aca-
demic revival. We were acquainted
with the historical sites of this breath-
taking city.

Inviting journalists was a good step
to be informed on the current academ-
ic situation. Journalists have familiar-
ized themselves with different depart-
ments of the university.

We met with its Rector, Saleh Ali
Basurah and as journalists, we feel
proud to meet the Rector and know
much about the university. The
University of Aden has a leading role
in raising awareness in the society.

Despite of the difficult circum-
stances the university has experienced,
highly qualified cadres have graduated
from it specialized in all academic
spheres.

The most deplorable thing is that the
Faculty of law is still in need of finan-
cial support. We toured different
departments of the university and we
highly appreciated the exerted efforts
to make of this edifice a great success

Response to US re

for a better academic future. The uni-
versity could achieve a remarkable
success in all different academic
spheres. The number of students
enrolled at the university reached
2370 during the academic year, 2000-
2001. At the same time, the number of
graduates in the same year reached
3491 in comparison with the previous
year. The number of students from
both sexes reached 1789.

In addition to this, the number of
research and studies centers has
reached 10 centers. They have been
constructed to provide students with
necessary periodicals, books and valu-
able references. The university has a

Dr. Ba Surra

printing machine for books and per-
haps it is the only university that has
this printing house.

Journalist on a visit to Aden

Mus’id and Mus’idah in a book

Social Issues in Popular Yemeni
Culture, volume [, Mus'id and
Mus’idah has appeared in Arabic and
English a year and half after the project
was initiated by Janet C.E Watson. The
production and publication of the
book, based on episodes of the famous
Yemeni radio series, Mus’id wa-
Mus'idah, written and produced since
1988 by Abd al-Rahman Mutahhar,
was funded by the Social Fund for
Development and the British Embassy
in Sana'a. The book comprises an
introduction and fifty episodes of the
program transcribed in colloquial
San’ani Arabic and translated into
idiomatic English. The jacket cover
and each of the episodes are illustrated
by the well-known cartoonist for al-
Thawrah, Mohammed al-Shaibani. In
this way, the book combines two forms
of art, which deal with social issues
through satire. The cartoons capture
the issue immediately, while the
episodes develop the issue through
argument and counter-argument. The
main aim of the book is to present a
selection of representative episodes to
the English- speaking population in
Yemen. The episodes address many of
the social issues dealt with by Non-
governmental Organizations working
in the country, including family plan-
ning, underage marriage, pollution,
water conservation litter, women'’s lit-
eracy and girls’ education. The

episodes demonstrate that proper solu-
tions to these prob-
lems do not contra-
vene Islamic princi-
ples or many tradi-
tional Yemeni values:
arguments are rein-
forced through refer-
ence to Prophetic tradi-
tions and Qur’an, and
through the use of
Yemeni proverbs, tradi-
tional sayings, poetry
and songs. The book
also presents a sample of
Yemeni humor and gives
an insight into Yemeni
domestic life that many
non-Arabic speakers liv-
ing in Yemen may not
have experienced. Finally,
all proceeds from the book
will be used to establish a
program to teach art and
handicraft to gifted children
of poor background from
the OId City of Sana’a. The
book retails at 300YR. The
funds and establishment of
the program are to be man-
aged by al-Safa Women’s
Charitable Association, headed by
Hana al-Anisi. Janet disclosed to the
YT that readers can contribute to the
program “wishing either to purchase
copies of the book or to contribute

ort VIII-(Fina

directly
or indirectly to the art program are
asked to contact Hana al-Anisi by tele-
phone on 541155 or 543435.
Alternatively, they could contact the
Social Fund for Development
240417."

Section (3) Respect for Political
Rights: The right of Citizens to Change
Their Government

Under this section the report says
“The constitution provides citizens
with the right to change their govern-
ment; however, there are significant
limitations in practice. The govern-
ment by law is accountable to the
parliament; however, the parliament
is not yet an effective counterweight
to executive authority.
Decisionmaking and real political
power still rest in the hands of the
executive branch, particularly the
president.”

- It has been previously replied on
these two points in the course of the
response to “General Allegations” and
can be referred to.

The report mentions “In some gov-
ernorates, tribal leaders exercise con-
siderable discretion in the interpreta-
tion and enforcement of the law.
Central government authority in
these areas often is weak.”

- This is an allegation very far from
logic and reality because interpretation
and enforcement of law is entrusted
with organisations defined by the con-
stitution. It is not inconsistent that some
individuals, at times, solve their prob-
lems outside courts in the limits permit-
ted in valid laws an legislation of the
republic and would not violate the gen-
eral order and public manners. What is
said about the government authority
being weak in some areas is not true
and has a clear confusion.

Another remark in the report says
“The YSP claims that the govern-
ment has yet to return the assets that
it seized from the party during the
1994 civil war.”

- In the first place it must be clear that
the phrase “civil war” is incorrect, as
was previously clarified. Regarding the
claim by the YSP demanding the return
of its assets, it is an inaccurate state-
ment. It is known by all that most of
what was in possession of the party
were private and public properties and
the situation was rectified in 1994. The
was then given special facilities to the
public properties while the remainder
part was returned to the actual owners
and the state.

The report mentions “Many
Akhdam are not permitted to partic-
ipate in the political process, mainly
due to their inability to obtain citi-
zenship.”

- Response to this allegation also had
been repeated in all previous reports.
Those the report called Akhdam are
Yemeni citizens enjoying the Yemeni
citizenship and all rights and freedoms.
They have the right to vote and candi-
dacy according to texts of the constitu-
tion in articles ( 41,42, 25,24). They
have actually voted in all elections and
played a significant role in giving pre-

ponderance to some candidates on oth-
ers. We wonder where from the report
has derived this piece of mistaken infor-
mation that the Akhdam do not have the
Yemeni citizenship.

Section 4

“Governmental Attitude Regarding
International and Nongovernmental
Investigation of Alleged Violations of
Human Rights”

Under this point, the report mentions
that “ The Supreme National
Committee for Human Rights
(SNCHR), which was formed in 1997
and reported to the deputy prime minis-
ter who is also minister of foreign
affairs, was dissolved in June, reconsti-
tuted, and then placed under the author-
ity of the new minister of state for
human rights.”

- The SNCHR, formed in 1997, was
not dissolved but rather reconstituted
pursuant to the republican decree No.
89 for 2001 under chairmanship of the
prime minister, his deputy head of the
presidency office and the state minister
for human rights assumes the general
secretariat of the committee. The
SNCHR is composed of foreign minis-
ter, interior minister, justice minister,
information minister, legal affairs min-
ister, social affairs and labour minister,
the attorney general and head of the
central apparatus for political security
as members.

Section 5 “ Discrimination based on
race, sex, religion, disability, language,
or social status”

Under this paragraph the report men-
tions “ Rape is prohibited by law; how-
ever, it is a widespread problem.”

- The saying that rape is a widespread
problem is a statement having no evi-
dence. They are rare incidents in a soci-
ety whose population amounts to
around (17, 071, 000) people. Those
who commit rape crime are tried
according to the law that prohibits that .

The report says * The issue of vio-
lence against women became a topic of
heated public debate in 2000 following
the murder of two female students at
Sana’a university’s medical school and
extensive press reports documenting
the authorities’ dismissive treatment of
female students’ concerns and inade-
quate attention to their security.”

- The Yemeni society has not wit-
nessed a crime such as that which hap-
pened at the medical school whose vic-
tims were two female students. When
clues of the crime were discovered the
competent authorities conducted meas-
ures of investigation and referred it to
the prosecution that in turn filed the
case to court. Following a public trial a
just verdict was issued in the case. It is
worth mentioning that Yemeni govern-
mental or private press paid extensive
and considerable interest in publishing

details of the case and the trial. That
interaction by official and party sides
revealed the extent of concern in this
case that is very new for our Yemeni
society.

- The report mentions that *“ Women
face significant restrictions on their role
in society. The law, social system and
Shari’a, as interpreted in the country,
discriminate against women.

- The law and constitution have not
discriminated against women and abol-
ished all disparities between man and
woman. Article 41 of the constitution
stipulated that all citizens are equal in
rights and public duties and article 31
says ‘ women are full sisters of men’.
The report mentioned the phrase in a
general way and did not specify the sort
of restrictions on their role in society.
This allegation had been previously
responded to in the course of reply to *
general allegations’.

The report has mentioned * There are
a number of recently formed NGO’s
working for women’s advancement,
including the social Association for
Productive Families...”

- It should be clear that in addition
the mentioned in the above paragraph,
the state supports and encourage spread
of woman training centers, especially
with poor families. At present there is
the national program for productive
families formed in 1990 for training
women and teach them technical skills
in order to get job opportunities to over-
come the difficult living conditions. At
present there are 57 training centers for
women in all governorates and the plan
is to build more such centers.

Children

The report mentions that * The gov-
ermnment does not provide free medical
care for children.”

- This is not true. The ministry of
health organizes national campaigns for
free immunization and vaccination
against diseases, all Yemeni children in
all governorates benefit from them. In
addition, there are awareness cam-
paigns conducted by the health ministry
every now and then using various mass
media. There are also maternity and
child care centers in residential quarters
as an experiment for opening centers
for comprehensive social services.
These centers offer services on repro-
ductive health , in addition to free clin-
ics for maternity and child care servic-
es. The centres also offer free legal con-
sultations to women about their rights
to social welfare. Such centres are at
present working in Sana’a and Aden as
a first step to establish them in all gov-
emnorates of the republic. During the
past lwo years, the government has
founded a centre for offering care to
street children> In cooperation with one

of the non-governmental oganisations,
work is under way on a new project for
street children care to be implemented
in 2002. This project is in cooperation
wit the Arab Center for Childhood and
Development. There are also under
construction, six houses for orphans’
care in the governorates of Amran,
Mahwit, Dhamar, Aden and the capital,
funded by the Social Fund for
Development and they are expected to
be finished in 2002. A house for misde-
meanant girls has been equipped and
operated in Sana’a. Beside that there
are six houses for juveniles care exist-
ing in a number of governorates.

The report says “ Child abuse is not
prohibited by law, and it was a prob-
lem.”

- This claim is far from reality and
logic because in case there is no text in
the law in this regard, the Islamic
Sharia’ is the reference and the text.
Sharia” prohibits causing damage or
inflict abuse on human, whether young
or adult. The government has recently
approved a draft law on child rights pre-
pared in dependence on the internation-
al agreement on child rights and inter-
national conventicn on child rights. The
law contains many commitments and
responsibilities, entrusted with various
state departments, towards caring for
child in health, educational and social
fields in addition to providing for his
needs of food. The law gives equality to
both male and female children and pre-
pares a suitable ground for more atten-
tion and care for childhood and for sur-
mounting the existing difficulties. The
project is now before the parliament to
be endorsed soon.

Persons with Disabilities

Under this point the report mentions
“ Persons with mental and physical dis-
abilities face distinct social prejudices,
as well as discrimination in education
and employment.”

- This point has been previously clar-
ified in the course of the reply on the
‘General Allegations’ but we add the
following clarification: under encour-
agement and support of the state, a
union for the disabled has been recently
founded. The state has encouraged the
establishment of many handicapped
societies and put them on the list of sup-
port. Presently there are tens centres for
the disabled and the blind. The state, in
cooperation with the Social Fund for
Development, is implementing two
centres in Abyan and Seyoun. And also
in cooperation with the Public Works
project, the state is building four centres
for the handicapped in the governorates
of Hudeida, Taiz and al-Ghadha. For
the first time the government started in
2002 the establishment of two, out of
ten, centres for the deaf and mute in
compliance with directives of the presi-
dent of the republic. There are beside
that a number of technical support proj-
ects aimed at rehabilitation and voca-
tional training of the handicapped and
also social rehabilitation in cooperation
with a number of international organi-
sations.

National/ Racial/ Ethnic
Minorities

Under this point the report mentions
that “ During March persons were
reported killed and 11 wounded in trib-
al disputes between the al-Usaimant
and Wadeah tribes in Amran gover-
norate.”

- This issue was because of a tribal

dispute between the two sides who were
controlled and the case is now under
study before the local authority in the
governorate.

Also under the same paragraph the
report mentions *“ In May five persons
were killed in a drive-by shooting in
Sana’a. Witnesses said that the incident
involved the Abu-Nashtun and al-Faqih
tribes and was related to an incident
between the two tribes that had
occurred 10 years previously. “

- The issue is a tribal dispute between
the two tribes and necessary measures
were taken to control the two parties
and referring the case to competent
judicial authorities.

The report also says * In October 6
tribesmen were killed and 16 injured
during two days of tribal violence stem-
ming from a land dispute in Hajja gov-
ernorate. *

- The incident took place in the dis-
trict of Kashr between Bani al-Dammi
and Bani al-Za'akery. A campaign of 6
armed forces units was dispatched in a
bid to solve the dispute and cease-fire
could be reached between the two sides
and the case was referred to the prose-
cution . The case is still under consider-
ation by the prosecution.

The report has also mentioned that *
In May, the ongoing feud between the
Marib-based al-Zaidi tribe and the
Sana’a-based Sanhan tribe, a child was
killed and two adults injured in Marib
when security forces were despatched
to rescue five kidnapped Sanhani chil-
dren.”

- All necessary measures had been
taken to seize the kidnappers and hand
them over to competent authorities after
rescuing the kidnapped safely without
causing any incidents of killing or
injury.
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Israeli airstrike on crowded
civilian area condemned

Israeli Defense Forces air strike on a
crowded Gaza apartment building on
23rd July 2002 demonstrated a clear
failure to take all feasible precautions
to avoid civilian casualties, Human
Rights Watch said. Human Rights
Watch condemned the attack as a vio-
lation of international humanitarian
law.

Thirteen civilians were reported
killed and some 140 injured in the
attack. At last eight of the civilian
killed were children. The intended tar-
get, Hamas military leader Salah al-
Shahada, was also killed, as another
Hamas member reportedly was.

“An attack that killed thirteen civil-
ians and injured scores was clearly not
carried out in a manner that minimized
causalities. It should never have gone
ahead” said Joc Strok, Washington
director of the Middle East and North
Africa  Division of  Human
RightsWatch. “In such a crowded
civilians area, these deaths and injuries
were absolutely foreseeable”

According to Israeli media reports,
both Defense Ministry Ben-Eliezer
and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
approved the operation, in which a
United States-supplied F-16 aircraft
fired a missile into a residential apart-
ment building in the al-Daraj area of
Gaza City. Gaza is one of the most
densely populated areas.

The operation was apart of the
Israeli government’s policy of assassi-
nating individuals it considers respon-
sible for attacks against Israeli civil-
ians and military targets. Human
Rights Watch has criticized Israel’s
“liquidation” policy as a form of
killing in circumstances when the sus-
pect could have been arrested. Human
Rights Waich has on numerous occa-
sions condemned Palestinian attacks
targeting civilians as a violation of
international law.

Palestinians remove the dead body of a Palestinian girl from

warplane during an attack on Gaza July 22, 2002.

overnight in the Gaza Strip July 23, 2002.

A Palestinian medical worker puts the body of two-
month-old baby Duani Matar into a refrigerator in Gaza
hospital after she was killed by an Israeli missile strike

REUTERS  pryTERS

e i 5%’ L 4
her damaged house after it was hit by fire from an Israeli

The body of three-year-old Mohamed al Hewete
lies in Gaza hospital after he was killed in an
Israeli missile strike overnight July 23, 2002.

REUTERS

Turkey says will work
to pass EU reforms

ANKARA, July 27 (Reuters) -
Turkey’s Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit
said on Saturday he remained commit-
ted to seeing through sensitive rights
reforms needed to meet European
Union criteria as the country heads to
snap elections in November.

Ecevit, 77, has unnerved financial
markets by suggesting early general
polls would sideline legislation the EU
candidate must enact if it is to begin
entry talks with Brussels,

Asked by reporters whether he
believed the fractious parliament could
pass the reforms, Ecevit said: “(The
laws) must pass. We will do everything
we can to ensure they are passed.”

The debate over lifting the death
penalty and easingb restrictions on
Kurdish-language broadcasting and
education eroded unity in the fragile
three-way government, forcing a reluc-
tant Ecevit to agree earlier this month to

calling elections on November 3.

Markets have welcomed early elec-
tions as a way out of months of political
uncertainty, but Ecevit has since restat-
ed his misgivings over early elections,
saying it would damage the recession-
hit economy and hamper the reform
legislation.

Turkey has aspired to join the EU for
decades and won candidacy status in
late 1999. It has since struggled to over-
haul its chequered human rights record
to meet Brussels” political criteria.

Launching membership negotiations
with the affluent bloc could bring in
desperately nceded foreign investment
to help Turkey emerge from more than
a year of recession, its worst since
World War Two,

Parliament is to convene on Monday
to vote on holding early elections and to
debate a package of reforms that would
fulfill some European standards.
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Mubarak warns of violence
escalation in Middle East

MADRID, July 26 (Xinhua) —
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
said on Friday that the recent Israeli
missile strike on a residential area in
Gaza, which killed 15 Palestinians,
was set to lead to an escalation of vio-
lence in the Middle East.

The bombing “could provoke
actions against Israel and I'm afraid
they could produce serious conse-
quences in the region,” he said during
talks with Spanish Prime Minister Jose
Maria Aznar.

Mubarak, who is on a European
tour, arrived here after a visit to Paris
on Thursday.

In Paris, he accused Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon of deliberately
sabotaging the efforts on the
Palestinian side to halt the tit-for-tat
violence.

The Israeli strike on early Tuesday
occurred one day after Hamas’ spiritu-
al leader, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, said
the organization would consider ceas-
ing suicide attacks after an Israeli
withdrawal from seven accupied West
Bank cities.

Among the killed Palestinians was
the commander of the Hamas military
wing, which is called the 1zz el-Deen
al-Qassam Brigades, and nine chil-
dren.

Mubarak told Aznar that before the
Isracli attack, he had talked with
Isracli Defense Minister , Benjamin
Ben Eliezer to “try to tranquilize the
situation,” while Palestinian National
Authority (PNA) representatives nego-
tiated in Gaza with the hard-line
Islamic Yihad and Hamas.

He urged Israel to lift a blockade of
the Palestinian territories, saying that
otherwise, it would be impossible for
the PNA to carry oul necessary
reforms.

Mubarak reiterated Egypl’s opposi-
tion to the US plan to make PNA
leader Yasser Arafat only a figurehead,
saying Arafat “was democratically
elected to lead the Palestinian people.”

et

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak.
REUTERS

Russia wants to

solve impasse
between Iraq & UN

BAGHDAD, July 25 (Reuters) -
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Alexander Saltanov said on Thursday
his talks with Iraqi officials were
focused on trying to solve an impasse
between Iraq and the United Nations
over the return of international
weapons inspectors.

Saltanov is in Baghdad on the sec-
ond leg of a Middle East tour to
exchange views on possible U.S. mili-
tary action against Iraq and the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

“We should exert efforts to find a
political solution based on the U.N.
Security Council resolutions (on
Iraq),” Saltanov told reporters after
meeling with Iraq’s Foreign Minister
Naji Sabri.

But he said any solution should
include the return of arms inspectors
who have been barred from Iraq since
December 1998 when the United
States and Britain launched a brief
bombing campaign to  punish
Baghdad’s alleged failure to cooperate
with them.

“It is necessary that such a solution
includes the resumption of Iraq's coop-
eration on the field of disarmament,”
said Saltanov, adding that the resump-
tion of inspections should be “connect-
ed to the lifting of the (U.N.) sanc-
tions”. Checking on Iraq’s alleged
efforts to build weapons of mass
destruction is key to suspending U.N.
sanctions imposed after Iraq invaded
Kuwait in 1990, sparking the Gulf War.

Three rounds of talks with U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan this
year have failed to yield Iraqi agree-
ment to readmit the arms monitors,
with Baghdad seeking guarantees that
it will not be attacked and conditions
for. the inspectors’ work.

Iraqi Foreign Minister Naji Sabri.
REUTERS

Saltanov repeated his country’s
rejection of any U.S. military strike
against Iraq, which has the world’s sec-
ond largest oil reserves and has tradi-
tionally been close to Moscow.

“We are against military scenarios,”
he said.

Speculation has mounted recently
that the United States is planning to
invade Iraq to oust President Saddam
Hussein, whose government is deemed
by Washington to be part of an “axis of
evil” seeking weapons of mass destruc-
tion. Saltanov said earlier in Damascus
there was time for a political way out
of the stand-off between Baghdad and
Washington.

Russia’s Foreign Minister Igor
Ivanov said on Wednesday that
Washington was using the United
Nations to soften up world opinion for
military strikes against Irag.

Iran court jails over
30 liberal dissidents

TEHRAN, July 27 (Reuters) - An
Iranian Revolutionary Court sen-
tenced more than 30 liberal dissidents
to up to 10 years in jail on Saturday for
attempting to overthrow the 23-year-
old Islamic Republic, the official
IRNA news agency said.

The sentences against the mostly
ageing intellectuals come amid a sus-
tained conservative crackdown on lib-
erals loosely grouped around
President Mohammad Khatami which
has all but stifled his attempts at
reform.

Agents of the hardline judiciary
raided homes and arrested around 60
people belonging to the Iran Freedom
Movement and another dissident
group in a nationwide crackdown in
March 2000. Many were held in soli-
tary confinement for around six
months without being charged and
with no access to lawyers.

The Tehran Revolutionary Court
sentenced 21 Freedom Movement
members to sentences ranging from
nine months to 10 years in jail and
stripped them of civil rights and
barred them from political activities
for 10 years, the agency said.

Twelve other dissidents were sen-
tenced to prison terms of between four
months to two years and fined from 10
million rials ($1,250) to 30 million
rials.

The dissidents were charged with a
range of crimes including acting
against national security, publishing
lies, inciting public opinion, collecting
confidential state documents, partici-
pating at meetings with outlawed
groups and agents abroad and possess-
ing weapons with the aim to over-
throw the system.

Eleven others were acquitted in the
case.

Continued from Last Page

Al-A’raf Cave.. a puzzle or historical site

Yemen Times met with sheikh Ali
Mohammed Al Maqdashi, deputy assis-
tant of Taiz governorate, who visited
the cave, said that” the cave soil has
been checked in Sana’a and the results
showed that it contains a small percent-
age of gold but 1 think the cave is
antique and probably contains ancient
graves, so we have been provided the
geologists and the task force with the

suitable finance to carry out their explo-
ration.

Mr. Al Azi Mohammed Musleh, head
of Taiz antiques office told the YT that
Al A’raf cave is a very important dis-
covery that will entice tourism so we
should pay it more attention. * The
cave is very marvelous architecture
with seven inlets, 4 -5 meters long, and
they meet inside the cave in one inlet

S

Yemeni Al-A'raf anclent cave still in ne

. : R
d of more exploration

which may be used to provide the cave
with Oxygen and light,

“"We really suggested many proba-
bilities about what the cave was used
for, either it was used as a grave-yard
or a center of human gathering, espe-
cially we get informed that the region
was on trade routes, ‘' Mr Musleh said.
A bout the cave contents, he added “
What we found is some human bones,
some pottery instruments, and accumu-
lated soil.” ** We will seek help of some
scientific labs to define the cave history
and we have professional expertise to
explore more about the cave”

From preliminary statements and
information obtained so far, there are
some speculations that the origin of
man was in Yemen not in Africa, but it
seems they are very far from reality.

Till the puzzle of the cave is solved,
we hope that it will be given enough
attention and interest it deserves to
serve knowledge away [rom individual
disputes on who owns the cave.
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Sudan
chief hol

KAMPALA, July 27 (Reuters) -
Sudan’s president and its rebel chief met
for the first time on Saturday for land-
mark peace talks that could hasten an
end to Africa’s longest war.

President Omar Hassan al-Bashir met
John Garang, head of the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), in
neighbouring Uganda whose President
Yoweri Museveni was also present.

“They have met. They are in the same
room. The meeting has begun,”
Museveni's spokeswoman told Reuters.

The talks, at a conference centre in
the capital Kampala, are designed to
build on an accord reached a week ago
to end the 19-year-old conflict that has
killed two million people. Broadly, the
war that began in 1983 has pitted the
Islamic government in the Arabic-
speaking north against rebels seeking
more autonomy for the largely animist
or Christian South. Oil, ideology, eth-
nicity and religion have complicated it.

Five weeks of talks between

Sudanese President Omar Bashir (L), Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni

J \ﬁ ! ":

(C) and rebel Leader John Garang (R) of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army

(SPLA) meet for the first time in Kampala July 27, 2002.

Khartoum and the SPLA in the Kenyan
town of Machakos brought agreement
on July 20 to settle key issues of religion
and self-determination.

The deal allows southern Sudan the
chance to vote for independence after a
six-year transition period.

REUTERS

There are still outstanding issues,
such as power-sharing, human rights,
dividing up oil wealth, and a ceasefire
— and more talks are planned to discuss
these in Kenya in mid-August.

Analysts said Saturday’s meeting
between the leader of each side could

president, rebel
d first peace talks

lend momentum to moves to implement
that accord.

“The mood is optimistic. The ice has
been broken following this agreement,”
said Moustafa Hassouna, a regional
political analyst in Nairobi.

“Unless something drastic happens in
the six-year transition period, we are
talking about the beginning of the end of
the Sudanese civil war.”

Analysts say the option of secession
for south Sudan could raise concerns in
neighbouring states.

On Friday, Bashir and Museveni dis-
cussed the Sudan accord, and Khartourn
has also sent its vice president on a
regional tour to explain it that will
include Egypt.

Officials said Bashir and Museveni
also discussed an operation launched by
the Ugandan army this year to root out
bases of Uganda's rebel Lord’s
Resistance Army (LRA) in southern
Sudan, which analysts say appears to be
going badly for Kampala.

U.S. changes visa
system in Saudi Arabia

WASHINGTON, July 22 (Reuters) -
The United States, stung by domestic
criticism of its visa policies, has aban-
doned the practice of letting travel
agencies in Saudi Arabia collect and
pass on visa applications to the U.S.
Embassy, the State Department said on
Monday.

The State Department had said the
old system, known as “Visa Express,”
was designed to save clerical work at
the embassy and that only U.S. offi-
cials could approve the visas.

But members of Congress accused
the State Department of negligence
and said in public that Saudi citizens
were receiving their U.S. visas from
travel agencies.

Fifteen of the 19 hijackers who
attacked the United States on Sept. 11
obtained their visas in Saudi Arabia.

The U.S. consulates in the Saudi
cities of Riyadh and Jeddah had
already tightened procedures for visas,
increasing the proportion of applicants
whom U.S. officials interview in per-
son to test their eligibility.

“The embassy in Saudi Arabia rec-

ommended to us, and we supported the
recommendation, for them to move
now to interview 100 percent of the
applicants and to take all the applica-
tions directly,” spokesman Richard
Boucher told a daily briefing.

The new system went into effect on
Saturday, he said.

“There may be some minor clerical
functions — passing out forms and
things like that — that will still go on
at various agencies. But people will
have to apply in person if they’re
between the ages of 12 and 70,” he
said.

“Outside of those brackets, some-
body else can bring it in for them, and
our intention is to interview virtually
all applicants above the age of 12.”

The old policy has also suffered
from publicity about two consular offi-
cers who sold visas, one in Jeddah and
one in the Qatari capital Doha.

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell
asked Assistant Secretary of State
Mary Ryan to retire this month, appar-
ently in response to criticism of the
visa system.

East African experts on
small arms to meet in Kenya

NAIROBI, July 26 (Xinhua) —
Over 50 experts on small arms and
light weapons from more than 10
countries in East Africa will meet
here next Monday to assess the pene-
tration of small arms and its results to
the society.

The one-day meeting will particu-
larly review a survey conducted a
year ago on firearm penetration in
Nairobi, capital of Kenya.

The participants, drawn from civil
society, governments and police
*"Units, will'examine the extent of the

use and misuse of firecarms by both
civilians and armed forces, Mereso
Agina, coordinator of the Kenya
Coalition Against Landmines
(KCAL) told journalists at a press
conference here on Friday. The
Institute for Security Studies and the
KCAL are the organizers of the
regional meeting.

Other issues for discussion, she
said, include the level of insecurity
among business owners and how
crimes have impacted the growth of
business, firearm availability, gun

running and the use of firearms in
domestic violence.

The proliferation of small arms and
light weapons is one of the biggest
challenges currently facing Kenya
and the east African region.

It forced the Kenyan government
and civil society to begin addressing
the issue three years ago.

In March 2000, 10 countries of the
Great Lakes and the Horn of Africa
region adopted a declaration against
the proliferation of light weapons and
small arms.
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Saudi Arabia bans
imports of EU
poultry, soft drinks

KUWAIT CITY, July 27 (Xinhua) —
Saudi Arabia has imposed a temporary
ban on imports of soft drinks and chick-
en products from the European Union
(EU) because the products allegedly
contain synthetic hormones harmful to
humans, Saudi English daily Arab News
reported on Saturday.

The ban covers all carbonated cold
drinks and all chicken products which
reportedly contain substances that cause
cancer and impotence.

Saudi Minister of Commerce Osama
bin Jaafar bin Ibrahim Fagih was quoted
as saying that the ban was imposed in
light of a Royal Decree, which directed
the authorities to take precautionary
measures against import of suspicious
products dangerous to human health.

The Saudi action comes after Belgium
banned import of German food products
contaminated by nitrofen, a cancerous
substance.

Other European countries were also
considering similar steps as Berlin failed
to clarify nitrofen reports to allay con-
sumers’ fears.

The oil-rich kingdom also maintained
a ban on the import of beef and cattle
meat from the 15-member EU due to
concerns over the mad cow epidemic
that has troubled Europe in recent years.

Scientific tests have disclosed that-15
EU countries use steroid hormones,
which cause cancer and impotency, as
animal fodder and in beverages.

Fears rise as Congo volcano
spews big dust cloud

NAIROBI, July 27 (Reuters) - A
huge plume of ash rose from a volcano
in eastern Congo on Saturday, raising
fears it could again spew lava over a
Congolese town it devastated six
months ago, scientists said.

Experts said a slowly rising wall of
dust and ash three km (two miles) high
towered above from  Mount
Nyiragongo less than 48 hours after
another volcano nearby, Nyamuragira,
began erupting spectacularly but harm-
lessly over unihabited forest.

Nyamuragira’s main convulsion,
which began late on Thursday, was
now over but the sky above
Nyiragongo glowed red overnight,
reflecting light from a lake of lava stir-
ring inside its cone, said Dario
Tedesco, a volcano consultant to the
United Nations.

“We can see a huge plume of smoke,
a very big plume above Nyiragongo,”
he told Reuters in Nairobi from the
scene.

“We are much more worried about
Nyiragongo than  Nyamuragira,
because we just don’t kmow much
pressure is building up inside.”

Tedesco and other experts said they
planned to fly by helicopter over
Nyiragongo on Saturday afternoon to
try to examine the behaviour of the
lava. But overcast weather and the dust
cloud itself were expected to hamper
visibility.
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Vaulcanologists said the danger was
that the increasing pressure of the ris-
ing lava would force a breach in the
flanks of the mountain, not that the
lava would overflow the rim of the 1.2-
km wide crater.

They said the molten rock had risen
rapidly inside Nyiragongo in the last
two weeks, but it was difficult to assess
the risk in the notoriously unpre-
dictable mountain,

Nyiragongo razed much of Goma in
January in Africa’s most destructive
volcanic eruption for 25 years. Tens of
thousands were forced to flee into
neighbouring’ Rwanda, adding to the
woes of a region beset by civil war and
the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide
in 1994.

In 1977, scores of people were killed
when a sea of lava burst through fis-
sures in Nyiragongo’s flanks at 60 km
an hour, which experts said was the
fastest lave flow on record.

Aid workers have prepared emer-
gency items such as makeshift shelters
just in case Nyiragongo -erupts.
Goma’s 500,000 residents, however,
have remained in the town.

The mountains lie in territory con-
trolled by the Rwandan-backed rebels
of the Congolese Rally for Democracy
(RCD), who have been at war for four
years with the government of the
Democratic Republic of Congo in
Kinshasa.
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hospital in srinigar.

SRINAGAR, India, July 27
(Reuters) - Two people died and at
least seven were wounded on
Saturday when unidentified attack-
ers threw a grenade at a crowded
market in Kashmir as U.S. Secretary
of State Colin Powell began a peace
mission to South Asia.

“Militants hurled a grenade at a
security patrol at busy Budgam
town.

The grenade missed the target and
exploded near shops, killing two
civilians on the spot,” a police offi-
cial said.

Budgam is west of Srinagar, the
summer capital of India’s Jammu
and Kashmir state.

A Kashmiri Muslim grenade exp|osuon victim is helped into stretcher at

Two killed in
Kashmir as Powell
arrives in India

Reuters

No militant group has claimed
responsibility for the attack in the
disputed Himalayan region, the cen-
tre of a seven-month military stand-
off between nuclear-armed India and
Pakistan that has stoked fears of war,

The attack came just hours before
Powell landed in New Delhi to start
a weekend visit to India and
Pakistan aimed at calming tensions
and nudging them towards peace
talks.

More than 33,000 people have
died since the revolt brok out in
Jammu and Kashmir, mainly Hindu
India’s only Muslim-majority state,
in 1989. Separatists put the toll clos-
er to 80,000.

Pakistan extends detention
of bomblng suspects

KARACHI, July 27 (Reuters) -
Pakistani judge on Saturday ex{cnded
the police detention of four suspects in
last month’s car bomb attack on the
U.S. consulate in Karachi, which
killed 12 people and injured 20.

A government official said the
remand period was extended until
August 3 during a brief appearance
before an anti-terrorism court in
Karachi of the detained activists from
al-Almi, an offshoot of the radical
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen organisation.

Habib Ahmed, assistant advocate
general of southern Sindh province,
told reporters the extension was to
allow police more time to complete an
investigation and prepare an interim
charge sheet.

Earlier this month, Pakistan’s para-
military ranger arrested three people,
including two leading members of al-
Almi, on suspicion of involvement in
the June 14 attack on the consulate in
Karachi’s city centre.

All the victims in the fourth attack

Mohammad Imran (L) and Sheikh Muhammad Ahmed alias Daniyal, bombing

suspects and members of the banned Harkat-ul-Mujahideen Al-Almi militant
group, sit inside a police armoured car in at a court compound in Karachi

July 27, 2002.

this year on a foreign target in Pakistan
were Pakistanis. The rangers detained
the fourth suspect, Mohammad Ashraf,
on Wednesday night.

Reuters

Two of the accused — Mohammad
Imran and Mohammad Hanif, the head
and deputy head of the organisation —
admitted at a news conference earlier

this month their involvement in the
consulate attack and a plot to assassi-
nate President Pervez Musharraf.

They said they tried to kill
Musharraf late in April, but their car
bomb failed to go off. They said their
targets included U.S. interests in
Pakistan, such as fast food chains
McDonalds and Kentucky Fried
Chicken.

Ahmed said Mohammad Ashraf
confessed early on Saturday to his
alleged involvement in a plot to kill
Musharraf. The official declined to
give further details.

Harkat-ul-Mujahideen has long
been on a blacklist of organisations
deemed “terrorist” by the United
States and reportedly has links to
Muslim separatists fighting Indian rule
in Kashmir.

Pakistan’s cooperation with the
U.S.-led coalition pursuing Osama bin
Laden, his al Qaeda network and the
Taliban in Afghanistan has angered
Islamic militants.

Bangladesh students rampage
in proxy political war

DHAKA, July 27 (Reuters) -
Bangladesh’s Dhaka University stu-
dents, angered after police entered a
women's dormitory demanded on
Saturday the resignation of the Vice-
Chancellor and burned him in effigy.

Witnesses said hundreds of police
and paramilitary soldiers, guarding the
campus since Thursday, did not inter-
vene when rampaging students pelted
stones at Vice-Chancellor Anwarullah
Chowdhury’s house and set fire to a
paper effigy of him.

Chowdhury was not immediately
available for comment, but university
officials say the fracas reflected ten-

World farm powers divided
at end of trade talks

NARA, Japan, July 27 (Reuters) -
A radical U.S. proposal to slash tar-
iffs left ministers from the world’s
top farm powers more divided than
ever on how quickly and deeply trade
barriers should be reduced in ongo-
ing World Trade Organisation negoti-
ations.

A two-day meeting of agricultural
ministers ended on Saturday with
Europe and Japan calling for moder-
ate reductions in farm-trade barriers
while the United States, Canada and

Australia are pushing for quick,
deep cuts.

An ambitious U.S. proposal to
slash farm-goods tariffs worldwide
to 25 percent or less from a current
average of 62 percent turned up the
heat under already simmering ten-
sions over new U.S. legislation
boosting subsidies to American farm-
ers.

“This is not a very good basis (o
find a compromise in the negotia-
tions,” European Union Farm
Commissioner Franz Fischler told a
news conference.

He called for greater political lead-
ership in forging ahead with the
WTO talks, warning that the fate of
the negotiations launched in Doha
last November could hang in the bal-
ance.

“Without an acceptable compro-
mise in the agricultural negotiation,
there is little hope for the Doha
round,” he said in a statement.

Fischler's comments were in stark
contrast to remarks by U.S.
Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman
that the United States had seized
leadership in the talks after months
of heavy flak over a new bill which
raises crop and dairy subsidies to

Five agriculture ministers meet in Nara Franz Fischler (R), member of EU
Commission in charge of Agriculture and Fisheries, talks to the colleagues
prior to the talks with Japanese Agriculture Minister Tsutomu Takebe (2L} in
Nara, Japan, 26 July, 2002. Five agriculture ministers from Japan, Australia,
Canada, US, and European Union came here to attend the two-day meetings

on nontrade concerns.

U.S. farmers by 67 percent.

“I think by putting forward this
new proposal we are saying very
clearly that we want to maintain a
leadership position in these negotia-
tions and that we are willing to make
changes 1o our farm programmes if
other countries are willing to do the
same,” she told a news conference,

Along with its tariff-reduction pro-
posal, the United States hopes o
limit countries’ use of trade-distort-
ing subsidies for domestic farmers to
five percent of the value of their agri-
cultural production.

That limit would mean cutting the
amount of trade-distorting subsidies
allowed by $100 billion globally.

Australia and Canada, both mem-
bers of the | 8-nation Cairns Group of

Xinhua

farm free traders, welcomed what
they described as the United States’
reengagement with the negotiations,
although both had their own ideas
about how Dbarriers should be
removed.

Canada seeks the elimination of all
farm export subsidies as soon as pos-
sible and the maximum possible
reduction or elimination of produc-
tion and trade-distorting support.

It also advocates hefty cuts in tar-
iffs and an overall limit on the
amount of all types of domestic sup-
port.

Ministers agreed to meet again
before a March 31, 2003 deadline on
achieving a broad outline for farm-
trade liberalisation in the WTO nego-
tiations.

sions between Bangladesh’s chronical-
ly warring political parties..

Police erected barbed-wire barri-
cades at all entrances to the 30,000-stu-
dent university, where authorities can-
celled scheduled examinations after
students began an indefinite strike.

The troubles began on Wednesday
when police stormed a women’s dor-
mitory and arrested several of them.
Chowdhury sacked their provost, or
dormitory administrator, after a pro-
government students group called her
an “agent” of the opposition Awami
League. The Awami League is
Bangladesh's biggest opposition party

Now

and headed by former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina. The provost, Sultana
Shafi, rejected the allegation and said
she was a victim of a conspiracy.

She and students at Shamsunnahar
(women’s) Hall said police entered the
dormitory on Wednesday night and
“misbehaved” with the students.

Police said they entered the hall with
the permission of university authorities
to rescue several pro-government stu-
dents held captive by their rivals.

The university's academic council is
investigating the incident.

The situation worsened on Thursday
when police fought running battles

with the protesting students, using
batons and teargas, injuring at least
100 protesters, including women.

The Chhatra League, the student
wing of the Awami League, called for
an indefinite strike at the university.

The Vice-Chancellor’s office said
classes and examinations would
resume on Sunday.

Bangladeshi politicians routinely
use students to settle scores with their
rivals, university officials said.

At least 10 Dhaka University stu-
dents have been killed and hundreds
wounded in campus battles in recent
years, they said.
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Dr. Raba’a Jumajan;

A Yemeni talent shines in the beloved country’s sky of knowledge and
inspiration.

Academic Studies

, ’ Name Raba’a Mohamed Ahmed Juma’an
Dr. Raba’a Juma’an, - .
’ Arwa School for girls
; 4 : i i 4 @ BA California State University
A great figure flies in the world of creativity and innovation achieving unsur- Los Angeles,California, USA
passed scientific successes. Testimonied by a group of professors, who discussed | Experiences Works as an Assistant Professor at
Lt : - Sana’a University, Faculty of Medici
her research on “Contribution of Enzymatic Reactions”, she has been awarded O ATL ARl M SLR e
- : s M.A o - .
PHD degree standard: Excellent. from West Tminsora-Romania University. University of West Timisora, Romania.

We are proud of her success as well as millions of Yemenis and the whole coun- [subject of the Ph.d
try, wishing her more progress and creativity in her career. Thousands of con-
gratulatlons to Df. Raba’a' Notes Researches of Dr. Raba’a were ratified

and published in four academic journals,
discussed in three scientific conferences,

F elic itator A and put in use at 65 University Libraries.

Haj Mohammed Juma’an, Khalid M. Juma’an, Ameen M. Juma’an,
Ahmed M. Juma’an, Sami M. Juma’an, Dr. Nagat Juma’an,
and Along with all relatives and friends.

Contribution of Enzymatic Reactions
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Business & Economy

Twenty-four years
of economic changes

By MAHYOOB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF
mkmaly@yahoo.com

ince the election of pres-
ident Ali Abdullah Saleh
by the People’s
. Constituent Assembly on
o " July 17 1978, Yemen has
made comprehensive economic and
development transitions in all aspects
of life, social, political, economic and
cultural.

Declaration of the unity on May
22nd, 1990 is the most important his-
toric event in the twentieth century at
both national and regional levels.

‘When the president assumed power,
Yemen was in a difficult economic and
political situation. This impelled him
with vigor to shoulder responsibilities
with a view of adopting an administra-
tive and financial reform program.
Development plans to reinstate the
basic infrastructure of the country have
been given priority by the president.
This can be clearly shown through oil
excavations and mineral wealth to sup-
port the national economy.

During 1978 -1990, the president put
great emphasis on efforts of leading
constructive dialogues with Former
South of Yemen to establish the repub-
lic of Yemen. Establishing the unity
has paved the way for president Ali
Abdullah Saleh to build the modern
state of Yemen. ‘

The president has devoted much of
his attention to the Five-Year Plans.

First, completing the Ist Five-Year
Plan, (1976-1981) which focused on
the basic infrastructure of the country,
general services, particularly agricul-

YR 375 million.

tural activities, manufactured

and mining industries.

Second, implementing the
2nd Five-Year Plan, (1982-
1986). The infrastructure of the
country during these years was
implemented with a view of
increasing valuable commodity.

The investment capitals
totaled to YR 29,3 billion.

Third, implementing the 3rd
Five-Year Plan for the years
(1987-1991). This plan was
mainly  directed  towards
improving general services and
production sectors.

The 3rd Fifth-Year Plan allo-
cated around 75 percent of the |
overall basic infrastructural
investment to increase produc-
tive capacity , mining, oil, gas,
agriculture, electricity, water,
construction and other econom-
ic and social services.

Following the achievement of
the unity in 1990, the president
gave his directives to the gov-
ernment to adopt annual plans in the
face of the new variables of the new
unified state.

Two Five-Year Plans were drawn up;
the 1st Five-Year Plan (1996-2000) and
the 2nd Five-Year Plan, (2002-2005).

Following declaration of the the
Yemeni Unity in 1990, the president
led a comprehensive economic reform
program embarked on in the 1995. The
economic reform program aimed at:

1. Canceling restrictions on foreign
trade, the change towards market
economy and removal of goods
subsidy.

2. Establishing economic and indus-

trial free zones and tackling prob-
lems of foreign debts and inflation.

3. Increasing foreign currency
reserves of the Central Bank of
Yemen to USD 3 billion.

4. Lessening side effects of the eco-
nomic reform program on the lim-
ited income people.

Nationwide Vital projects achieved

« In Sana’a, the Yemeni-Chinese
Friendship flyover was built at the
cost of CNY 50 million in 2000.

* In 1996 the Second Phase of the
4th Electric Power Project was
inaugurated in Sana’a at a cost of

« In Aden, the Container
Terminal Project was success-
fully completed in 1993 at cost
of USD 8 million.

¢« In Taiz, the Aden-Taiz
power network link project was
built at a cost of YR 610 mil-

lion.
« In Hodiedah, the
Hodiedah-Sa’ada electric

power project was implement-

ed at cost of YR 141 million

and building a road leading to

Adoraihimi area.

¢« In Lahj, the Almelah-

Araha road was completed at a

cost of YR 226 million and a

number of educational projects

at a cost of YR 44 million.

¢ In Ibb governorate, a num-

ber of dams and water catch-

ments were built at a cost of
| USD 1 million.

t+ In Abyan, a number of

electricity projects were built at

a cost of YR 339 million.

* In al-Jawf, an electricity project
was completed at a cost of USD

- 250,000 and a number of schools
were built at a cost of YR 10 mil-
lion.

e In Amran governorate, the Second
Phase of Alboon Cooperative
Society was inaugurated at a cost
-of YR 155. Besides, the Ring Road
of the city was paved at a cost of
YR 252 million.

* In Adhala’e govemorate, the Water
Catchment Project was completed
and the Telecom Earth Station
Project was inaugurated in al-
Qha.idha City.

The Road Ahead
Selling experience

BY RAIDAN A. AL-SAQQAF
r_saqgqaf@hotmail.com

=N the last few years, there were

noticeable improvements in

products and services offered

in markets, resulting in

changes of customers expecta-

tions from these products and services.

You do not expect to buy the same car

which was there 10 years ago or have

the same laundry services of then, cars
have improved and services too.

They say: sell the sizzle, not the
stake. What does this mean? It means
that human beings are fairly rational
and emotions affect their decisions,
and you can make an impact on them
through additions to the main product /
service they ask for. For example, in
hotel industry, you book a room for
lodging, that is the main service, but if
the room was air conditioned, supplied
with color TV and flowers or fruits,
this would make the room a good
experience, but as soon as competitors
provide the same, you have to add
more to the room in order to enrich
that experience.

Today, as products and services
become commoditized, and there
appears to be no big difference
between them, the one thing that will
most impress customers and affect
their decision, will be the experience
they get along with the main product
or service. For example, if you wish to
travel by air, you may choose one air-
lines company from many, disregard-
ing the airfare; you would choose the
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airways that would give you the best
flight experience. This is where the
experience offered sells. And some-
times even if the airfare difference was
huge, you might still choose the air-
lines that offers better flying experi-
ence.

Entertainment is a sector where cus-
tomers look for enjoyment and are
willing to pay for it, but before that,
the experience in itself should be
worth the price. If you've ever been to
Farah-Land, Sana’a, you will have to
pay an entrance fee of YR 100, but you
might not think it was too much for
entering the entertainment complex,
because in a city like Sana’a which
lacks entertainment, that fee isn’t too
much.

On the other hand, Sana’a trade cen-
ter is a prominent shopping complex
where you don’t have to pay an
entrance fee but you will be willing to
pay a higher price for a product / serv-
ice there, than you are willing to pay
for the same outside, because you
enjoy the experience of shopping in
the complex.

In this new millennium, businesses
that fail to provide a good unique
experience to customers will slowly
lose them to others who provide better
experience. It’s time to move to the
next level and create and offer unique
experiences along with the main prod-
uct / service.

End note: As products & services
are being commoditized, providing a
good experience to the customer is
what matters.

176.55
278.31
176.31
47.08
587.24
48.07
38.01

Exchange Rate for the Yemeni Rial
as of July 27

BHD 46831
QAR 48,50
JOD A14.250.43
OMR  458.01 45858
CHF 121.42  121.57
SEK 18.62 18.64
JPY 1513627 1.515515

Source: Central Bank of Yemen

More private
investments
in Yemen

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

inistry of

Electricity’s

working paper

presented to the

i 2nd QOil and Gas

conference on 24 June 2002, has

opened a power-generating sector

before private investments in response

to meeting growing demand for this

essential sector for economic develop-
ment in the country.

Electricity resources reported that
due to increased demand for electrici-
ty, the government adopted a policy of
encouraging private investment in this
sector. They added that investment in
power production by power independ-
ent projects, build own operate and
build own operate transfer has become
an option. Government officials esti-
mated the value of the short-run
required investments to build new
power-generating stations and expand
the existing ones at YR. 500 million.

Mr. Mohammed Ashabi, director of
the electricity department in the
Ministry of electricity that “private
investments became an urgent ques-
tion especially because 30% of the 18
million people in Yemen benefit from
electricity.” He added that “The elec-
tricity network has the capacity of
1200 MEGAWATT while it consumes
only 840 MEGAWATT and about
30% of its capacity is wasted due to its
old installations, He made it clear that

any new stations had not been built
since 1986 whereas the annual demand
for electricity was increasing at 7 to
10%. rate.”

On the other hand, Countryside or
villages are supplied with power by
small diesel generators supplied by
government or international donors
like Japan, Germany, Holland and
France. He declared that government
subsidy on electricity prices rates can
hinder the generating stations in the
private sector which is looking for
suitable prices.

According to industrial resources,
the government provides electricity
for the people and gain 8 rials per kilo-
watt hour amounting to half cost of
production.

Mr. Ashabi said that reducing prices
can be done if Gas has been used
instead of Oil, which is cheaper than
oil,

Mr. Adnan Mohammed Abdullah,
Technical director for Yemen Gas
company said that gas will probably be
obtained from Mareb Gas field. He
added that the field located in the mid-
dle of Yemen, contains about 2.10
Trillion {288 billion cubic m} verified
reserves.

The world bank director in Sana’a
said that prices could be reduced if
there is a competition between differ-
ent projects for producing electricity .
He added that electricity sector is fun-
damental for the economic growth
needed to fight poverty in Yemen.

Modernization of taxes
mechanism in Yemen

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

working group

with  the Tax

Authority has pre-

pared moderniza-

tion draft project
on modernizing mechanism of tax
levying and collection. The aim of
this program is to boost tax revenues
for supporting the government’s
budget and finish the incomplete
projects. This project will also tackle
obstacles encountering businessmen
like granting tax exempts stipulated
in the new investment promotion law
for foreign investors.

Still, this project needs an adminis-
tratively and technically efficient tax
system that would ensure a proper tax
collection and exemption as well.
Consequently, the project has incor-
porated many modalities to modern-
ize the activities of the Tax Authority
through: ’

First: Enforcing new laws like the
General Tax Law on Sales as well as
the Amended Law on Income Tax.

Second: Benefiting from all facili-
ties to ensure a well-functioning tax
system.

Third: Generalizing the use of a
computerized tax system.

According to recommendations
offered by experts & legal depart-
ments of the International Monetary
Fund it's expected that a new formu-
la on income tax law would be
reached by the end of this year.

The Tax Authority had last year
gained YR. 78,167,000,000 in rev-

enues. These revenues are important
for supporting the public budget of
the country as it accounts for 11.3 of
the national domestic product.

Sources at the Tax Authority say
that the Authority has established a
special department in charge of pro-
viding high quality services to the
public. It is also responsible for out-
lining the Authority’s objectives
according to a modern scientific
approach.

The vision of the Authority of the
five-year plan (2002 - 2005) is geared
towards activating the new laws per-
tinent to general tax on sales and
income tax,

The Authority also has a coura-
geous plan to downsize its staff from
3995 to 2500. The Authority aims to
increase the number of female at the
tax centers at a rate of 20 percent. The
Tax Authority aims to also increase
the number of the qualified cadre in
the field of law, commerce, and econ-
omy at a rate of 60 percent.

Main objectives

A document has been presented
recently by the Tax Authority to the
Ist Reconstruction and Construction
Forum where the Tax Authority is
entrusted with achieving the follow-
ing in 15 years:

1- Forming an organizational struc-
ture for the administrative authority
entitled to privileges employment,
deposition and determining wages
and bonuses.

2- Accomplishing an increase esti-
mated at 100 percent

Specialists believe that one of the
features of imposing taxes on sales
are achieving a sense of fairness
between national and imported prod-
ucts, exempting the basic services,
encouraging investment, fighting tax-
evasion, etc.

Since the additional price will be
imposed on the prices adding more
burden on consumers, specialists are
worried that the implementation of

the law will lead to more burdens on
people who are already suffering.
The law created fears among the pri-
vate sector institutions which thought
it would add more taxes.

The government decided to peruse
reforms in the taxation sectors and
implementation of the sales’ law
which it says will not add more bur-
dens but will rather create a kind of
fairness in tax collection.

apply,
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PO BOX 19600, Sana’a
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Leading Courier Company in Yemen urgently requires a professional to
handle their Cargo & Clearance Department. This position as Cargo &
Clearance Officer requires applicants those who can fulfill followings to

e« 3 years experience in clearance & air cargo management
(senior/middle management level)
o Excellent interpersonal communicational & public relation

e High fluency in spoken & written Arabic/English is a must
* Adequate working knowledge in MS Word, Excel & Lotus 123
* University Degree will be definite advantage

If you are the right person looking for a challenging career, please
forward your resume within 10 days of this advertisement to:

Mobile No.: 73216378 or,




12 2 July 2002

Opinion

Words of Wisdom

w  As a matter of principle, let me repeat that
terrorism should not be a tool for political
ends. But, overwhelming unjustice against
certain groups and their feeling that leaders
of the present world won't listen unless
something horrible is done to the system,
may make terrorism one of few options open
to them.
Can we together fight terrorism by creating a
more just world? Only time will tell.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times
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OUR OPINION

One Salah
Shehade gone,
one thousand

emerged

t is truly amazing how unintelligent the Israeli

administration locks. The latest attack that killed

the leader of the military wing of Hamas Salah

Shehade is yet another example of the ridiculous

way the Israeli government thinks. By killing inno-
cent children and women with F16 fighter bombs
weighing more than a ton each, the Israeli government
may have killed Salah Shehade, but they have also
caused the creation of thousands of Shehades
instead.

Israel proves once and again that it does not learn
from its mistakes. God knows how many Israeli peo-
ple will now be killed because of this foolish act of
Sharon. What is more interesting than that is the
inability of the Israeli people to see that Sharon is dig-
ging the grave of his own state.

By increasing hatred among Palestinians against
Israelis, Sharon is adding more misery to his own peo-
ple and adds to the difficulty of achieving peace in the
region.

Upon the killing of Salah Shehade, an Israeli
spokesmen said, “We feel that now that we have got
rid of Salah Shehade, we have removed one of the
main obstacles towards peace.” It is pathetic to realize
that many Israelis think that peace comes through vio-
lence. The peace process in itself has become an illu-
sion further away than any dream. Looking at the
thousands of Palestinians angered by the latest mas-
sacre in Ghaza, one can only brace for the worst.

The situation is currently going out of hand, and |
won't be surprised to know that most Palestinians are
willing to sacrifice their lives to damage the Jewish
state in any possible way. The hundreds of thousands
that came out in the funeral of Shehade all promising
to take revenge should make Israelis shiver to the
bone not knowing if they will come back alive after
they leave for shopping, and whether the intense
security measures will save them from eminent death
by Palestinians gunshots.

Do Israelis like to live in continuous fear? Don't they
realize that the number of Israelis killed and wounded
during Sharon’s period in power has reached peak
levels? How are they thinking? And why are they
doing nothing to change their regime?

On the other hand, not only is Sharon creating more
hatred within the country, but he is causing more
hatred against Jews in the Arab world and even in
Europe and elsewhere on this planet. He is slowly
turning into a monster who is hated by everyone
accept his only friend the USA government, which still
sees him as a man of peace and will continue to do so
until the end of time.

Muslims do believe in the eventual collapse of the
state of Israel sooner or later because that is support-
ed in our religion. But for sure, what Sharon is doing is
speeding up the process of its collapse, and may bring

its downfall faster than we -
The Editor

expect.
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In defense of the
Arab nation and Iraq

By MOHAMMED A. NASSER, ADEN

-.have worked and lived with
Americans for two decades here in
Aden in one of their business
establishments and honestly
‘speaking I found them to be nice,
respectful, considerate and generous. An
impression that overwhelmed me for so
many years about them, except for what
is happening in our region where I have
observed a total bias of the consecutive
Administrations against Arab causes
especially with regard to Palestine and
Irag.

Throughout more than five decades the
U.S.A has always stood against and
vetoed many of UN resolutions on Arab
issues through resorting to various excus-
es and pretexts and favoring the Jewish
state. Thus they have blocked action for
implementing of the course of the UN
justice, last of which was the cancellation
UN observers team that was supposed to
find out what has really happened in the
town of Jenin and the ongoing inhuman
treatment of the Palestinian people and
the real story of the usurpation of their
land which if broadcast to the American
people, would be criticized and branded
as anti-Semitic. America is always seen
to be the first country to target Arab
countries and to rush UN resolutions
imposing economic sanctions, isolation
of several Arab countries like Irag, Sudan
and Libya. Who will come after we will
wait and see, especially with the growing
talk that America is bent on attacking
Iraq to change its ruling regime, although
many Arab countries and people of the
region oppose that, as well as many
countries of the world. The only excep-

tion of this U.S. scheme is the United
Kingdom.

For the last 12 years, Iraq has been
subjected to the harshest economic sanc-
tions after it was driven off Kuwait, and
no- fly zones were imposed on its
Southern and Northern parts even with-
out UN mandate. There a daily bombing
and killing of innocent people whenever
the country’s air defenses fire back at the
American and British fighter planes vio-
lating their country’s aerial space.
America and Britain claim to be defend-
ing the Kurds in the North and the
*'Shiite” in the South whereas as a mat-
ter of fact they serve their hostile plans
against Iraq and their continued policy of
bleeding white the resources of the Gulf
States, alleging that Iraq is a major threat
to their security. These two countries
never wish in fact the Iragi issue to end
regardless of the human losses Iraq has
sustained during and in the aftermath of
the 2nd gulf war where 1,67 million
Iragis’ lost their lives and are still suffer-
ing because of the prolonged and unjusti-
fied American and British sanctions,
using the UN as a cover and are applied
by the use of their superior war machine
after weakening Iraq.

It is ironical to hear from some senior
American officials in the U.S. adminis-
tration claiming that the Iragi regime
used weapons of mass destruction
against its own people, whilst what
America and Britain have and are doing
s “the mercy killing of over a million
Iragis””’ most of them children and the
upcoming invasion which is being pro-
moted by the two countries will not deter
them from the use of the most lethal
weapons like the depleted uranium and

possibly mass destruction armament to
achieve their goals.

America seems to have forgotten its
defeat at the hand a small, poor, week but
brave nation of Vietnam where we were
able to see on the TV screens how they
left the country leaving their puppets to
the hands of the Victor Charlie’s (the
Viet-Cong) and later sought reconcilia-
tion with the communist party, still ruling
and respected by America to date. The
same with Britain. It has forgotten les-
sons of the colonial past and wants to
regain its faded glory even at the expense
of the suffering of the Iraqi people, with
its chief ally the U.S.

The hatred that is now rife in the
Middle East against America in the first
place is growing, and boycotting its prod-
ucts is prevalent in many Middle Eastern
countries, and Britain is also receiving its
share of this hatred, but at a lower level.

I remember seeing in one of the
demonstrations staged in America a plac-
ard carried by a lady saying “America if
you want peace pull out of the Middle
East” and there is nowadays a strong
public opposition to the British policy
that is subservient to the American
Foreign policy especially in the Arab
World, but I would hereby call on
America to show wisdom and justice and
remain in the Middle East where it has its
immense interests and extend economic
aid and true friendship and leave the
Iragis to solve their own problems as
they deserve a decent life away from
your daily threats, as the gunboat diplo-
macy or rather the aerial power and
changing of regimes to create puppets is
something of the past. I hope my words
goes into the good listening ears.

Free

BY YASER AL-MAYASI
ym_almayasi@hyahoo.com

he question of freedom of
V. the press has become one of
the most critical issues that
concerns everybody all over

AR the world. There are several
international NGOs working in this
field, reporting the pros and cons, of
freedom of the press.

Yemen has recently observed the 24th
anniversary of president Saleh’s assump-
tion of power. During this period, Yemen
under president Saleh leadership has
realized many remarkable achievements.

dom of

Security and stability of the country are
some of the most precious achievements
of the president.

The president’s stance with pressmen
and press is a clear indication of his sup-
port for freedom of the press and free-
dom of expression.

The freedom of the press has wit-
nessed considerable improvements on
the political arena, What is needed is the
journalist’s freedom in order to report
rightly his or her news stories. This can
not be achieved unless there is an adher-
ence to rules of a true press. Media in
this case should be constructive not
destructive.

" 'We have been aware of some com-
plaints addressed to the presidential
office by some citizens. What we see is

Iress

that those complaints have been posi-
tively responded to and welcomed by the
president himself. Unfortunately, some
senior officials do not bother themselves
to respond to complaints raised by the
citizens that are published in local news-
papers. Such an attitude indicates their
non-respect of press and simplest princi-
ples of democracy.

There is no need for decision-makers
to be annoyed of the constructive criti-
cism. This has been done with a view of
correcting mistakes committed at their
institutions and are not meant for per-
sonal reasons. Man is an integral part of
media; both of them are complementary
to each other. Preserving the freedom of
the press is the responsibility that should
be shouldered by all.

Who is responsible?

BY ARIF MOHAMMED AL-AHDAL

esponsibility and irrespon-

sibility are two widely dif-

ferent aspects to be seri-

ously taken into account.

The advantages and disad-

vantages gained, leading or mastering

either of these two aspects, are so many.

Responsibility leads to success. It

also gives confidence to its masters. On

the contrary, the sense of irresponsibili-

ty leads to failure and serious conse-
quences.

“Who is responsible?” a question we

all have to put forward; we should not
escape. The low level of students in var-
ious standards is not a piece of cake
issue we can pass by. Those students,
the pillars of tomorrow, with all pain,
reflect the tragedy. They complete their
study with no avail because they would
join the numbers of the unemployed. If
we conduct a survey of the number of
schools, we can definitely trace and
spot the plague they are made to under-
go. They have no other choice. Even
their teachers and educators, share the
agony.

On a humanistic ground, we should

stand and look deeply through the
symptoms of disease. “Who is responsi-
ble?”, a spontaneous question any
human should raise. What would be the
future of those generations with fruit-
less and rather barren education?

A radical change has to take place
urgently and necessarily people in
power should feel the responsibility
they are shouldering. They should real-
ize that the laymen vote for them only
for the well-being of the nation and its
subjects. We do not have the desire to
say that those people follow the policy
of “After me the deluge”.

Criticism is not the answer

Hassan Al-Haifi

A creed that
thrives on blood!

hank you once again Ariel Sharon for once

again showing your true colors. If scientists

insist that all the colors add up to the color

white, Ariel Sharon will continuously disprove

. it by showing that red is the real composite of

all colors! IF there is no blood spilt in the Holy Land for

one day, than Ariel Sharon will not have made his day

complete. More important we must thank Ariel Sharon for

continuously proving to us that the Zionist creed in itself

thrives on blood and notwithstanding how it is shed,

against old men, women and helpless children. Yet, Ariel

Sharon insists that he is waging a holy war against terror-
ists! ‘What a mockery of the intelligence of mankind!

Ariel Sharon was, however, quick to really show himself
when he rushed to his Cabinet to exclaim that the F-16 mis-
sion in Gaza was a success! He has no regrets about the
death of nine children killed in their sleep. How could he
have any regrets? The mission was a killing mission and
not a fly by night sortie. He had no regrets about the hun-
dreds of children he killed in Sabra and Shatilla and the
world is waiting for his recantation of what he said. Butin
fact it never came. His advisors and spokesmen went on to
tell the world unabashedly, that this is the same thing that
the United States is doing in its war against terrorism in
Afghanistan, and as long as this is the case than the Israelis
have the right to do the same in the Holy Land!

The grin on Sharon’s face surely does not seem to show
any regrets for the killing of any Palestinians. Just look at
his face, smiling and joking and enjoying the bloody suc-
cesses of the Zionist Israeli Defense Forces, which have
been on the offensive since 1948!

Of course, Mr. Sharon thinks that he has the White
House in his pockets and therefore he has no qualms about
using supposedly defensive weapons against a helpless
Palestinian anytime he could. It is this that breeds the
seeds of frustration in hundreds of children in Palestine.
They figure that if at anytime they are threatened by death
by one ton missiles that blow up whole buildings to pieces,
then they mind as well blow themselves up along with
many of the trespassers on their and their forefathers’ land.
Israel is not acting in self-defense. The cards just cannot
be tumed anyway that the Zionist machine in the world
wishes them to be turned. Wrong is wrong, anyway one
looks at it. Israel insists that it is right in what did in Gaza!
What a.mockery of all the.morals that.the democracies of
the world wish us to believe they are upholding. Mr. Colin
Powell, the US Secretary of State, was upset by the Attack
on Gaza, but he went on to say that he is comforted by the
Israeli announcement that they are carrying out an investi-
gation of the attack to determine its circumstances. God
knows that Ariel Sharon is responsible for the killing of
thousands of Palestinians and other Arabs over the years
and he stands today as the Prime Minister of a “free dem-
ocratic nation”, as Israel is put out to be polishingly in the
internationally controlled Zionist media. Since when has
Israel put anyone to justice for the killing of innocent
Palestinians or other Arabs? On the contrary, it is these
kind of people who rise up quickly in the ranks of Israeli
military or civilian positions. Almost all the Israeli Prime
Ministers have an outstanding combat record, with proven
credentials in the killing of innocent Palestinians. From
Ben Gurion to Ariel Sharon, one is bound to find a stained
blood record to bolster the image of the man, who wishes
to lead his nation of trespassers on the path of glory against
helpless people, with arms generously provided by the
United States for defense purposes.

The world should be reminded that Gaza is not the first
bloodbath of the Zionist State in general and Ariel Sharon
in particular. One should also be reminded that if the sui-
cide bombers are acting out of frustration and a deep sense
of helplessness, as well as facing death at any moment,
before having expressed their sense of frustration, the
Israelis are simply acting out of creed, because their whole
state of being simply depends on the elimination of the
Palestinian people and a deeply engrained hatred for the
Arabs in particular and the Moslems in general. The feud
is an old and enduring one between right and wrong, ever
since the Lord Al-Mighty started to send Messengers to set
Israel on a proper course, which it has yet to find! Just ask
Moses, Jesus and all the prophets, to whom Israel gave a
hard time!

ble manner.

offices of the newspaper.

I realize that you are doing a good job and
working hard as Yemen Times in trying to
nationalize Yemeni issues throughout the
world and promoting human rights. But
although the cause is great the way is wrong.
The only human rights you should be fighting
for are the human rights recognized by Allah
in his religion Islam and not the human rights
that are put by people coming from the West.
I'm also sure you know that the Yemen Times
is read by westerners who want to get an idea
about Yemen and Yemeni culture. Correcting
wrong practices is not through criticizing your
own government in front of the whole world
by using imported descriptions of how civi-
lization should be. We might be considered by
the UN as the trashcan of civilizations, but
pointing that out in the way you did two
weeks ago will not change the reality and will
not make the world care about us. Sincere

work will, while harsh descriptions will not
help our countries develop. Sincere advice
will definitely do us good.

Frankly, what I would like to say is: don’t
hang your dirty laundry for the whole world to
see. I live in the USA and I can tell that
Americans are not impressed with your cause
for human right using the putdown effect, they
rather look down to us even more and they get
even more assured that looking down to the
third world countries is more justifiable
because their own citizens approve this.
Please try to take it easy on your harsh criti-
cism because criticism alone never changes
reality.

Lamia Sobhi
USA
noori28@hotmail.com

We want to come back, but...
I and a lot of other Yemenis living abroad

are still waiting from the time when our coun-
try will start enforcing law and have order
established for us to go back and live like any-
one who loves to live in his own country with
dignity and pride.

We want to deliver this message through
you to tell the Yemeni politicians in the coun-
try that we have the qualifications and funds
but we lack the feeling of security to go back
to our original country. Just look at the neigh-
boring countries and see the peace they are
enjoying. We are not a poor or illiterate coun-
try by nature, but we can not stand idle while
our country is going down the drain.

.Yasin Al-Sananee
yasin9999 @hotmail.com

Please address the water issue

I would like to thank all the staff at Yemen
Times for the hard work in enabling us to
know what is happening in Yemen in a credi-

However, I would like Yemen Times to pro-
duce some articles n the future about our most
valuable resource: water.

This limited and valuable resource is being
used in vast amounts to produce qgat, this evil
plant that is paralyzing our developmental
process. Most producers of qat do not feel
responsible in addressing this problem. As a
matter of fact, the more they earn from this
plant the more they expand its growth. The
end result will inevitably be catastrophic for
everyone. No amount of money will compen-
sate for the hardships that some communities
in Yemen will face as a result of water short-
age. I hope you could work on promoting
awareness about the forthcoming dangers as a
result of the abuse of this important resource.

Abuamin Al-Muraisi
UK
almuraisi@hotmail.com
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Anti-Semitism
charges can no longer
silence Israeli critics

By HASSAN TAHSIN
ARAB NEWS DAILY

riel Sharon has, appar-
ently, failed to bring
peace to the Israelis. On
the contrary, he has

4 M. cxposed them to even
greater insecurity. His policies have
also dealt a serious blow to the Jewish
state’s economy reversing its economic
growth rate.

Internationally, his oppression of the
Palestinians behind the fagade of fight-
ing terror has made several of his cld
allies skeptical of his claims.

His brutal handling of the
Palestinian issue has also turned the
self-styled “oasis of democracy” to an
unscrupulous occupation force violat-
ing every norm of human rights and
international law. His inhuman style of
repression has invited the displeasure
of even his staunch supporters in
Europe. Israel’s image as a state sur-
rounded by hostile countries is gradu-
ally being replaced by the image of a
country that threatens the security and
stability of all its neighbors.

This changing attitude across Europe
has encouraged several people to brave
charges of anti-Semitism to condemn

the Israeli savageries in the West Bank
and Gaza.

In Switzerland, where the law allows
prosecuting anyone charged with war
crimes anywhere in the world, the
youth wing of the ruling party has
demanded the authorities initiate action
against the Israeli premier for commit-
ting war crimes against the Palestinian
people.

More than 20,000 youths attended a
recent function in Greece organized by
one of the top Greek singers, Theodor
Achis, in support of the Palestinian
children being killed by the Israeli
Army. Worried and infuriated by such
swing in the moods of the people, the
Israeli ambassador in Greek demanded
the singer to arrange another program
to support the Israeli children, but
Theodor did not listen to the demand.
In Amsterdam, the wife of the
European Central Bank’s chief hoisted
recently a Palestinian flag at the top of
her house to sympathize with the
Palestinians. In London there have
been demonstrations condemning the
policies of the butcher Sharon. Several
English newspapers now, unlike in the
past, carry articles condemning the
Zionist savageries in Palestine with no
fear of anti-Semitic accusations.

The London-based Economist
recently attributed the pro-Palestinian
shift in the European attitude to Israel’s
unfair aggression and excesses against
the Palestinians. The magazine also
posed a disturbing question — has the
anti-Semitism come back to Europe

again?
An unabashedly pro-Israeli
American columnist Charles

Krauthammer has also noted the per-
ceptible change in the European atti-
tude toward Israel. The European sym-
pathy for the Jews, in the first place,
was not because of any love for them
but because of the haunting memories
of the Holocaust that have been weigh-
ing down on the European conscience
ever since World War II. But the pres-
ent Israeli acts have released the
Europeans from the burden of guilt
feeling and given them an opportunity
to vent their feelings against the
oppressions including that in Palestine,
the writer noted.

Being apprehensive of the slow but
growing change in Europe, the Zionist
organizations in the US have made
some swift moves to counter it particu-
larly by raising the bogey of anti-
Semitism against those who dare criti-
cize Israel. But this weapon does not

seem to work so effectively as in the
past. The Europeans now justly feel
that the past suffering of a people does
not justify their suppression of other
weak people.

The reason for the strong European
support for Israel was the Jewish suf-
fering under the Nazi occupiers and
rulers. The same reason now makes the
Palestinians the object of European
sympathy. I hope that Europeans will
soon realize that there is no justifica-
tion to continuing their anti-Semitism
laws in light of the deceptions prac-
ticed by the Zionists in the past.

A challenge we must accept

But Democracy means
choosing for ourselves

EYAD SARRAJ*
THE WASHINGTON PosT

p-_n 1998, Haidar Abdel Shafi,
. myself and a few others applied
to register our Movement of
Democracy as a political party
.. with the Palestinian Authority.
The deputy minister of interior prom-
ised prompt approval if we would agree
to some minor changes in the wording
of our application. I was in charge and
quickly agreed to the requested alter-
ations, which were not substantial.

Then the deputy minister became
difficult to reach. Weeks, then months,
of false promises followed before our
request was finally rejected. We were
told that the denial of our right to form
a political party came from the highest
office, namely Yasser Arafat’s.

Three years later, it’s worth recalling
this frustrating episode because the
prospect of elections within the
Palestinian Authority raises two impor-
tant questions: What sort of elections
will these be? And how do those of us
who have been longtime critics of
human rights abuses by Arafat’s admin-
istration feel about President Bush’s
recently discovered concern for good
governance by the Palestinian
Authority?

The violation of basic human rights
by the Palestinian Authority is hardly a
new or surprising issue. We
Palestinians have known all along that
our path to democracy would be long
and tortuous. We have known that our
Authority was in no hurry, and under
no pressure to reform its ways. When
my colleagues and I tried to form a
political party, the Palestinian parlia-
ment was in hibernation because its
members could not contemplate a con-
frontation with Arafat. In 1998, when
20 of them found the resolve to criti-
cize the behavior of the regime publicly
and to urge serious reform, they were
harshly silenced. One member was shot
at and another badly beaten. Many
Palestinians were agitated, disillu-
sioned and simmering with anger.

The countries now urging Palestinian
reform were silent then. Countries pro-
viding aid were more keen on signing a
peace treaty and believed they could
not risk losing Arafat. Everyone want-
ed Arafat. Americans, Europeans,

Israelis and Arabs all believed that he
was the only Palestinian who could
sign a permanent peace deal with
Israel. And they all believed that
democracy and human rights could
wait. They just paid lip service to the
issues of good government, separation
of powers and independence of the
judiciary.

One of my earliest and greatest
shocks was when U.S. Vice President
Al Gore, during a mid-1990s visit to
Jericho, publicly approved the estab-
lishment of military courts by the
Palestinian Authority. These courts
have sentenced people to death in sum-
mary trials where the accused have no
attorney and no right to appeal. In
1996, I dared to say that the regime was
corrupt and oppressive. For this, I was
arrested, beaten and thrown into soli-
tary confinement.

Now, two years into the bloody
intifada, amid the destruction, killing
and deepening of hatred and revenge,
the cause of Palestinian democracy has
been rediscovered. Bush suddenly says
he has a vision of a democratic
Palestine. Laughably, the most oppres-
sive Arab regimes agree. Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon is delighted, of
course.

Traumatized and emotionally brutal-
ized, Palestinians are bewildered. They
are told by Bush that they are “gifted
and capable,” but at the same time the
president is telling them whom to
choose — or more precisely whom not
to choose — as their leaders. They sus-
piciously ask if all this concern is gen-
uine or whether it is just another con-
spiracy. Suddenly Arafat is branded a
corrupt terrorist, the same Arafat who
risked his life by following the Sadat
example, who was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize, and for whom the White
House doors were once wide open.

Those doors are closed to him now.
Arafat has been refused entry to the
White House since Bush assumed
power. This insulting gesture of neglect
has definitely enraged Arafat and possi-
bly driven him into refusing to do any-
thing to halt the violence. It could be
that Arafat thought he was punishing
Bush. In the meantime, however, the
killing spree continued. Palestinians
and Israclis were losing hope. Fear,
pain and death have become the order

of the day. Desperate Palestinians have
carried out horrific suicide bombings
against Israeli civilians. Sharon’s
response has been predictable: reoccu-
pying the West Bank, surrounding
Arafat and transforming the Palestinian
scene into chaos and destruction. In his
besieged compound, Arafat’s populari-
ty soared. In the Arab streets, he was
seen as a hero of the resistance, a sym-
bol of defiance. Only Bush and Sharon
could have had this effect on Arafat’s
popularity.

Still, deep down, many Palestinians
harbor a sense that the destruction and
suicide bombings have reached an
alarming level. Today’s children of
Palestine are preoccupied with death
and sacrifice, and they dream of
becoming martyrs. A group of intellec-
tuals and politicians took the initiative
recently to call for a halt to the atroci-
ties of killing Israeli civilians. I was
among them, and the number of signa-
tories has grown from a few dozen to
several hundred. We sounded our grave
concern that killing is only strengthen-
ing the extremist elements in Israel.
But the Palestinian environment is fer-
tile with rage, indignation and defiance.

System of humilation

Bush seems to understand that
Palestinians are suffering under a brutal
form of military occupation that has
adopted a system of humiliation as a
matter of policy. His vision would have
been perfect if it had contained a few
more elements to complement his clear
goal of a two-state solution. The end
game should be spelled out with more
details of the permanent settlement,
including borders and the division of
Jerusalem. Bush also should have pro-
vided more details about how a peace
plan would be implemented and the
precise obligations of each party, I also
believe that any plan to reach a peace-
ful settlement should include the possi-
bility of sanctions imposed on the party
that fails to meet its obligations.

One thing the president should not
have done was to implicitly call for
Arafat’s removal. Such a call invites a
defiant reaction, not only from Arafat,
but from rank and file Palestinians
already incensed by the U.S, adminis-
tration’s unyielding support for Israel.
Their defiance can mean more popular-

ity for Arafat, even it it means more
suffering. Any challenger to Arafat will
be accused of being an agent of the
CIA and could be killed.

I believe that the American president
should now invite the United Nations
and European Union to refine his
vision into a workable plan that would
incorporate immediate steps to enhance
security for Israel and improve living
conditions in Palestinian areas, with an
end to the occupation figuring promi-
nently on the schedule. Such a plan
should not dictate the removal or instal-
lation of leaders. If Bush believes that
Palestinians are capable and gifted,
then he should allow them to decide for
themselves.

Death as a way of living

The world community, however,
must ensure fair and free elections.
That will require freedom of move-
ment, which is now severely restricted
by Israeli forces. It is a test of Bush’s
resolve to get Israel to withdraw. And
then, among Palestinians themselves,
there must be room for freedom of
speech and freedom of assembly.
Maybe then we can have a new, inde-
pendent political party.

The Bush vision of the peace plan is
excellent if it is readily translated into
hope for the Palestinian masses, who
increasingly embrace death as a way of
avenging injuries to their dignity and as
an exit to a better world in heaven. If
they are to root out violence and terror,
Palestinians need to feel they are being
treated with dignity. That is not a
reward to the extremists. On the con-
trary, terrorists are rewarded by more
violence and despair. Extremists on
both sides thrive on hatred and blood.
Let us then deprive them of that and
send a message of hope and respect to
the besieged populations of Israel and
Palestine. The holy land has been taken
hostage by the devil. It is time for lib-
eration. It is time for freedom. It is time
for Israelis to walk free from fear, and
Palestinians to walk with dignity.

* Eyad Sarraj is director of the Gaza
Community Mental Health Center and
a founder of the Palestinian
Independent Commission for Citizens’
Rights.
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Israeli
occupation
stunts Arab

growth

GULF NEWS DAILY

- srael’s illegal occupation of
Arab lands is one of the most
pervasive obstacles to security
and progress in the region.

“According to the UN’s Arab Human
Development Report (HDR) 2002, the
illegal Israeli occupation has affected
the region geographically (since it
affects the entire region), temporally
(extending over decades) and develop-
mentally (impacting nearly all aspects
of human development and human
security, directly for millions and indi-
rectly for others).

The report says the human cost
extends beyond the considerable loss
of lives and livelihoods of direct vic-
tims. If human development is the
process of enlarging choices, if it
implies that people must influence the
processes that shape their lives and if it
means the full enjoyment of human
rights, then nothing stifles that noble
vision of development more than sub-
jecting a people to foreign occupation.

Firstly, for Palestinians, occupation
and the policies that support it, stunt
their ability to grow in every conceiv-
able way. The confiscation of
Palestinian land, constraining their
access to their water and other natural
resources, the imposition of obstacles
on free movement of people and
goods, and structural impediments to
employment and economic self-man-
agement all combine to thwart the
emergence of a viable economy and a
secure independent state. Moreover,
the expansion of illegal colonies, the

frequent use of excessive force against
Palestinians and the denial of their
most basic human rights further cir-
cumscribe their potential to build
human development, the report said.

It added that the plight of Palestinian
refugees living in other countries is a
further manifestation of development
disfigured by occupation.

Secondly, occupation casts a pall
across the political and economic life
of the entire region. Among neighbour-
ing countries, some continue to suffer
themselves from Israeli occupation of
parts of their lands, subjecting those
people directly affected to tremendous
suffering, and imposing development
challenges on the rest.

In most Arab states, occupation
dominates national policy priorities,
creates large humanitarian challenges
for those receiving refugees and moti-
vates the diversion of public invest-
ment in human development towards
military spending.

It states by symbolising a felt and
constant external threat, occupation
has damaging side effects: it provides
both a cause and an excuse for distort-
ing the development agenda, disrupt-
ing national priorities and retarding
political development.

At certain junctures it can serve to
solidify the public against an outside
aggressor and justify curbing dissent at
a time when democratic transition
requires greater pluralism in society
and more public debate on national
development policies. In all these
ways, occupation freezes growth, pros-
perity and freedom in the Arab world,
the report maintains.

Teachers Needed

A leading school in Sana’a requires

. TEACHERS

at all levels
(kindergarten, Primary, and secondary).
The school requires Information Technology (IT)
The school uses English curricula
Send your C.V. to P.O. Box. 19202
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Street children need our help!

By Apunt M. ASSABRI
YEMEN TINES STAFF

t was nearly 12:00 at midnight

in Sana’a when I was at the bus

stop waiting for a minibus (dab-

bab) to pick me up. I was baf-

{led to hear little children on a
number of different minibuses shouting
themselves hoarse, Hadda, Atthreer,
ete. (places where passengers are head-
ing for). What in earth are such young
children doing in such a late hour? Who
is responsible for these children?

The children were wearing filthy
clothes and looked as if they were in
poor health conditions, Their cheeks
were blown away with Qat as they
stood in the cold midnight hour expos-
ing themselves to the possibility of
catching cold all for a few rials a day.

What kind of future do those Yemeni
children have? Their future is at stake,
and it is truly difficult 10 guess what
tomorrow holds for them. Could it be
anything but more despair, poverty and
frustration?

Street children

Yemen is a country with a significant
population of street children. Is this the
new generation that we will rely on in
building the modern and prosperous
Yemen? Perhaps the term street chil-
dren is somewhat offensive and unjust.
But is there any other alternative term?

In this respect, the term street chil-
dren refers to children that consider the
street their home and family. They are
the homeless children without parents.
They are the kids living in an environ-
ment without protection, supervision,
love, guidance, care, and attention.

Street children live and work in city
streets all the day long. We often see
simple goods,
and in rare cases stealing for survival.

Some children work in the streets to
earn money for themselves and to sup-
port their family members, who are
usually helpless and have nothing to
offer. They return home late at night
with whatever money and food they
collected during the long day and night
hours. Others have little or no contacts
with their elder brothers or parents and
must cope without their support.

These children often get addicted to
gat. Many of them were reported to
have been charged with vague criminal
offenses such as. loitering. vagrancy, or
petty theft. They are either tortured or
beaten up and often held for long peri-
ods in poor and unknown conditions.

them begging, peddling

Children reality in the Capital

Yemen's Capital, Sana’a on its own
is a city crying for help to its street chil-
dren. You can see those children almost
at every crossroads and every traffic
light.

Tens of children can be seen in the
street pavements begging. The picture
in reality is even worse that what you
may see. There are whole families
growing in the streets raising their
members with no education or skills,
just to add more burdens to the over-
whelmed economy. Men, women, old
and young, girls and boys are all mov-
ing in great numbers asking you for
alms. Food security is really non-exis-
tent in our economy and this in turn
adds to the suffering of the poor seg-
ments of the society posing a very haz-
ardous future for our children.

Streets and roundabouts of Sana'a
have become the shelter of quite a good
number of children and old men and
women.

Several foreigners who had visited
Yemen for the first time recently
expressed their concern and surprise to
the increasing number of street children
by the year. Locals too realize the
increase in the number of those chil-
dren loitering, begging or peddling
their goods to passersby. What kind of
future can those children bring to
Yemen?

Rafeeq Ahmed, a little child, said he
collected fares from passengers
because of desire to continue his school
education. When asked why his father
didn’t give him money, he said, “he has
nothing to give me. He himself needs
more money to survive.”

Another child, Mousa Ali, 13, a ped-
dler, said that his father died two years
ago and no one could afford to take care
of his family except himself. “I have to
work day and night in order to provide
at least the essentials for my family,” he
desperately said.

Some families are overburdened
with debts and living expenses, so they
eventually decide to send their children
to the streets to work, peddle, or beg.

Children deprived of basic needs

Among those victims was Hatem
Adhaheri a teenager boy from
Mahweet. Hatem worked as a waiter in
one of cafeterias in Sana’a. During his
employment period, this poor child
used to be given some food, little free
time and no medical assistance at all.
He was repeatedly told by his family
that he should not stop working until he
earns enough money to pay family
debts. He was temporarily suspended
from work several times for making
simple errors.

Hey! wake up! our kid
hasn't come yet

\ waylJust sleep.

He is in his

-
-

-

Because of the need to work to sup-
port their families, street children are
usually deprived of basic needs such as
education, physical and mental health
care and adequate food. They also fre-
quently fall prey to exploitation and
abuses.

Psychological studies have con-
firmed that many children choose street
life as an alternative to harsh poverty or
violence at home. It is a tough choice to
make, but with constant threats of star-
vation, violence, and abuse, they tempt
to choose the street as their new home.

On the other hand, the same study
stressed on the fact that street children’s
work could indeed be helpful to them
and to their families; working and earn-
ing can be a positive experience in a
child’s growing up taking into consid-
eration he or she would be idle and not
join a school any way. Despite the fact
that child labor should be opposed, but
the facts say-that their work helps sup-
port families significantly. This
depends largely on the age of the child,
the conditions in which he works in,
and whether work prevents the child
from going school.

Juvenile offenders

Only six countries in the world
namely Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, the United States and Yemen
were known to have executed juvenile
offenders, young people convicted of
acts committed before the age of eight-
een.

The Yemeni Labor Law has provided
relatively significant legal protection
for children. However there are still
some limitations in the law that require
amendments to ensure full protection of
these vulnerable groups of the society.
The law has to define the legal working
age in a way that conforms to the time

Family

By Mavasa MOHAMMED GAWAD
YEMEN TIMES STAFF
Taiz BUREAU

he social changes wit-

nessed in the last few

years have been reflected

themselves negatively on

the human relationships
in Yemen. As an outcome, the family
unity phenomenon does not exist any
more. This causes family members to
suffer tremendously and results in the
collapse of the pillars of society, name-
ly the family. A family with no affec-
tions left to feel and no love to give
cannol build a progressing nation.
Hatred. the inability 10 be responsible,
family disputes, bad financial condi-
tions of familics, and the ignorance of
the importance of human relations are
all factors behind the suffering of chil-
dren.

As a consequence of disputes,
divorce comes (o the picture. This con-
sequently affects the lives of sons and
daughters in horrific ways. The ever-
climbing prices of goods and increas-
ing living expenses also cause tremen-
dous suffering for children because
their fathers would work day and night
and yet not be able to provide a decent
living. This also results in divorce on
many occasions thinking that by
divorce the lather would get rid of eco-

nomic burdens. The divorced mother
would then continue the journey of suf-
fering along with her children. She
would try to supply her house with
food and other needs with very limited
financial resources.

Unethical behavior, psychological
problems, cruelty, feelings of insecuri-
ty and injustice and death of feelings
are all factors behind the suffering of
children and collapse of families. But
above all, the disappearance of family
unity values is the major reason behind
all of that.

As a result of this, children wander
in the streets playing game of
vagabondage and immorality, wasting
hours of time that could have been
used more adequately. They, in most
cases, tempt to steal for lack of money
and their inability to gain education
leads them to become unemployment
in the future.

In many other cases, early marriage
results from lack of family unity.
Families with internal disputes tempt
to get rid of their daughters quickly
first of all to reduce financial expenses,
secondly to reduce the number of
dependents in the house. But this is
specifically widely spread among the
low classes of society that lack proper
education. The father forces his daugh-
ter to marry in an extremely early age
disregarding all her human rights and

pushing her to start bearing the respon-
sibility of becoming a wife and mother
without the proper knowledge or guid-
ance. The father sees this as the best
way to relieve himself and his daughter
and to grant her a happy life. However,
he forgets that due to her little expeni-
ence, she may soon come back home
as a divorced mother of a child or
more. In this particular situation, the
father would have to carry more bur-
dens than any time before. This will
add to the miseries of the family and
bring more pessimisms and psycholog-
ical problems to the grandchildren.
Who pays the price for the suffering of
grandchildren, who will be neglected
and would live under continuous stress
and pressure?

The family is the pillar of the socie-
ty. It is the family that shapes the future
of the country by raising well-educated
and enlightened children. What will
parents lose if they deal with each
other frankly with a sense of responsi-
bility for the children? Why don't par-
ents show love and care to their chil-
dren and raise them in a peaceful and
loving family atmosphere? Why don't
they implant love and affection in their
children's souls in order to gain the
fruits in the long-run? Only when they
do so will they feel proud of raising a
whole generation that brings develop-
ment and prosperity to Yemen.

they finish their basic education. The
law must also force employers to abide
by the international and national con-
ventions pertaining to upholding child
rights that support taking measures to
save children from suppression, abuse
and exploitation in the labor market.

All and by large, to limit this ever-
increasing phenomenon in Yemen, eco-
nomic measures to raise and develop
the individual income are needed
urgently and should be given priority
over all other issues to achieve overall
development for the local communities.
Measures should also be taken to
reduce unemployment rates and to
ensure free basic education for chil-
dren. The problem of the increasing
number of students leaving schools to
work should be studied carefully and
tackled.

Our objectives in tackling these
aspects of the complex and troubling
street children issues include drawing
attention to the plight of bonded and
forced child laborers, helping to end the
hazardous consequences of children
loitering, begging. We need to work
together to discuss and find solutions to
the large and significantly complex
issue of child labor. It is the duty of all
of us, government, civil society, and
citizens alike.

Hadramout’s Daw'ani honey:

Best in Yemen

BY SALEH ABDULBAQI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

ome of the Yemeni products

gain local and international

fame and recognition.

Among these national prod-

ucts which already invaded
the overseas honey markets is the
Daw’ani honey of Hadramout. Its fame
dates back to more than 3,000 years,
when it was considered the symbol of
high quality, nutrition, and medical
benefits proven by many laboratory
and scientific researches made in
Europe.

According to the Arab Organization
for Agricultural
Development, the
honey of
Hadramout costs
$70 per kilogram,
i.e., at least triple
the price of any
other Arab honey
price. But despite
that, demand for
this amazing
honey is still
high.

Hadramout has
around 94,388
natural and artifi-
cial beehives pro-
ducing about 70%
of Daw’ani honey
in Yemen. which resembles its great
significant for the national economy.
According to the Central Statistical
Organization, the total mount of honey
production is about 1,706 tons annual-
ly and 17.2% of it is exported to Gulf
States, especially Saudi Arabia. Recent
researchers proved that the Daw’ani
honey contains a high percentage of
sucrose. The honey is unique in color
and taste and is considered the sweetest
honey on earth. Historical sources indi-
cate that people of Hadramout are the
first worldwide to know about bee
breeding and honey trade, which start-
ed around 3,000 years ago.

The main honey-producing area of
Hadramout is (Wadi Thakba), a village
located between Wadi Daw’an and

Mukalla. French scholar, Jaklen Burn,
who works in antique exploration in
Hadramout discovered many strange
drowns on rocks which she thought
were part of forts and towers, but later
Dr. Abdulgader Ba Fageeh discovered
that those drowns were no other than
beehives.

Another honey produced in
Hadramout is the lotus honey (Bagiah).
A study by Dr. Gazi Abdulhakeem,
entitled “Researches on developing
honey industry in Hadramout™ shows
that Bagiah is produced once in the fall
season of every year and one single
hive can produces 3 to 7 kilograms of
honey.

Researcher
Faiza Saleh, the
associate teacher
in plant protection
in the College of
Agriculture  of
Aden University
proved that lotus
honey is distin-
guished in its
golden color and
high degree of
glueyness in addi-
tion to its unique
taste. As for the
medical values,
the researcher
indicated that
(Bagiah) honey is
the most medically beneficial in the
Arab Peninsula and can be used for
acidity, ulcer, diabetes and pneumonia-
related medical treatments. Besides, it
is a source of energy for the body’and
enhances blood circulation.

The third other type of honey is
called (al Maria) and is only consumed
locally.

In conclusion, Hadramout is blessed
for the wonderful honey it produces.
However, there is no doubt that the
Daw’ani honey has a lot of secrets still
unrevealed. It may take years and
decades until the true values of this
honey are exposed. This encourages
more researchers to Wadi Daw’an to
explore the mystical secrets of the
famous Hadramout Daw’ani honey.

transactions.

VACANCY
Financial Manager

A prestigious establishment is looking for a qualified and experienced
financial manager to work full time to process all its financial procedures and

Applicants must meet the following conditions:

- Must read, write and speak Arabic and English

- Must be a university graduate

- Must have a thorough experience of at least three years in working in the
financial department of a decent company or establishment (Preference will
be given to those who had worked as financial managers)

- Must have knowledge in English and Arabic financial and accounting terms
and report-writing schemes and other relevant issues.

- Must be computer-literate (must know how to use excel, ms word, etc.)

- Must be ready to work in constructing, reforming and enhancing financial

operations and train staffers to that goal.

The financial manager’s duties will mainly be:
- Setting up a complete and efficient mechanism to handle all local and
external financial transactions.

- Keeping files and records of all financial information, including information
needed to collect bills, etc.

- Providing routine financial reports to the management indicating the
progress of collecting bills and making payments, along with a short and
long-term strategies for the establishment.

- Doing all other duties that would promote and enhance the work of the
financial department.

Applications that include a CV and contact information must be sent to

P.O. Box 2579 — Sanaa

Applications received after August 30, 2002 will not be accepted
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Qat behind rise in
cancer cases in Yemen

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

he number of cancer

cases reported in Yemen

is  alarmingly  high.

According to specialists,

gat is responsible for the
majority of those cases as most of
them reportedly occurred in areas
where qat is the major consumed prod-
uct.

Specialists attribute the reasons
behind this high number of cancer
cases in the country to the use of
unregulated chemicals usually used for
treating qat. Being a stimulant to rapid
qat growth, these chemicals are used
excessively by qat farmers. In addi-
tion, farmers never observe the pre-
scribed period for the termination of
the affects of these chemicals. This is
also applicable to chemicals used for
vegetables and fruits. The victims of
cancer diseases are in most cases qat
farmers and chewers.

As one of the major qat cultivation
areas in Yemen, Taiz has one of the
highest cancer rates in the country.
Figures on cancer cases are frighten-
ing, especially during the period from
1996 to 2001, during which 840 cases
were reported. This number has con-
siderably surged within the first half of
this year as the reported cases during
this period alone totaled 198 cases.

Dr. Abdulmalik al-Sayyani, director
general of the Thawra Hospital in Taiz
told the Yemen Times that the most
widespread types of cancers in Taiz are
the ones that infect lymph node, thy-
roid gland, face, gum and breasts.
There are also other types of cancer
diseases that infect liver, blood, and
the brain. As for gum and face cancer,
they are more common in gat cultivat-
ed areas. Consequently, Sabir, Mawya
and Dhisufal have the highest numbers

| ¥ .
pesticides

of reported cancer cases.

Dr. Saleh Azan, Chairman of the
Supreme Medical Committee of the
Thawra Hospital said, ‘“The unregulat-
ed use of chemicals in Sabir Mountain
in Taiz is behind the incidence of many
cancer cases.” Infertility amongst mar-
ried couples is also high in this part of
Yemen.

The Custom Authority has stopped
the entry of Isracli-made chemicals as
hundreds of chemical substances enter
the country without being checking or
approved. Thus, it is difficult to con-
trol cancer before finding tangible
solutions for these problems. The
Ministry of Agriculture has a signifi-
cant role to play in this respect. Dr.
Issam of the ministry expressed his
concern over the widespread of cancer

in Taiz, pointing out that it is of great
importance to raise the quota allocated
for cancer patients in Taiz to travel
abroad for treatment.

The Supreme Medical Committee of
Taiz receives tens of cases on a daily
basis mostly coming from Taiz, Ibb,
Dhale’a, Lahaj. Yet, the number of
cases approved for treatment overseas
is 22. Taking into mind the fact that
there is no specialized cancer treat-
ment centers in Yemen, it becomes
obvious that for those patients to sur-
vive they need to have enough finan-
cial resources to travel abroad for
treatment.

Dr. Abdulmalik al-Sayyani warned
of the spread of cancers, which has
become a major problem across the
country and not merely in a particular

A malicious tumor in the upper gum of a qat addict, caused by consumig gat that was exposed to out-dated

area. He also called the government
and in particular the Ministry of
Health to rapidly establish a special-
ized cancer treatment center, especial-
ly in Taiz which is the most populous
governorate in Yemen and which is the
one with the highest number of cancer
cases.

Al-Sayyani said that the establish-
ment of this center is indispensable
and will also contribute to reducing the
costs of traveling abroad for treatment.

In conclusion, qat has now become a
curse on the Yemeni people, who are
subject to cancer infections today
more than any other time in the past.
Unless short and long-term solutions
are presented urgently, cancer cases in
Yemen could increase dramatically
causing a humanitarian catastrophe.

Marine and
land activities

By NASER MEFTAH
For THE YEMEN TIMES

he government realizes

that marine resources

resembled in fishery

wealth and other aspecls

. have great influence on the

economyrof Yemen. Hence, it was natu-

ral that it would — along with several

NGOs — work on creating the perfect

marine environment through organizing

conferences, seminars, workshops, and

scientific researches. Yemen’s depend-

ence on marine resources convinced the

government of the need to focus more

on the marine environment and that was

why the Ministry of Tourism and
Environment was formed.

In this respect, Hadhramout
University for Science and Technology
held a workshop last week to identify
the problems and priorities that should
be taken into consideration when focus-
ing on the marine environment in Aden
Bay, Gulf of Aden and the Arab Sea.
Engineer Salameen Abdu al-Ari, the
general secretary of a local council in
Hadhramout said that the protecting
marine environment in the region is one
of his local council’s priorities due to its
long-term effects on the economy of the
country.

Dr. Mohammed Saeed al-Mashgari,
the Head of the environment protection
office had focused during the workshop
on the activities of the office in imple-
menting effective measures to protect
marine life from pollution including
signing a number of agreements in this
prospect plus launching massive cam-
paigns to raise awareness about the pro-
tection of the marine environment
among the public. He said, “There is
intense cooperation between our office
and the National Program and Global
Program along with the Ministry of
Tourism and Environment and the UN
plus other governmental and non-gov-
ermnmental organizations.”

Three steps were presented in order
to identify the problems facing the
marine environment and priorities
needed to protect it from pollution. The
first and most important step to be taken
is to start an intensive and continuous
program on the protection of marine life
and environment from land-related
industrial and human activities in Aden
Bay and Red Sea coast in Yemen.

The second step was to raise aware-
ness about how to avoid damaging
marine life and means to protect the
marine environment among the people
of Hadhramout, who essentially depend
on the sea for their living in the form of
fishing and other sea-related profes-
sions.

Thirdly, the workshop referred to the
need of researching the main sources of
pollution and how to prevent them from
further damaging the marine environ-
ment to avoid future consequences on
marine life near the coasts of Yemen.

The workshop also described the
gloomy picture of the increasing level
of pollution caused by increasing popu-
lations totaling more than 860,000 in
Yemeni coastal cities and the industrial
complexes operating in those cities that
are scattered throughout the Yemeni -
coastal line.

The program pointed out that indus-
trial complexes in those cities con-
tribute to the pollution problem dramat-
ically as they produce a large amount of
destructive chemical materials that find
their way to the coast of Hadhramout
and hence the Arab Sea. Oil waste,
hydrocarbons, metal waste, and other
poisonous chemicals are being spilled
into the Arab sea in a frightening
amount approaching 6,000 tons in just
three months, i.e., with an average of 70
tons per day.

The workshop was concluded by
stressing on the need to address the
issue of marine pollution and urged the
government to take action against pol-
luters in a swift and efficient manner.

Waiting for Yemen’s
population explosion

By ISMAEL AL-GHABERY
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

week seldom passes

without having some

sort of reminder of

Yemen'’s most challeng-

- ing and critical problem

ever: population growth. The real

image of population growth in Yemen

is frightening and painful. With an

annual increase of about 3.7% -a baby

per minute-, scientists predict that by

2025 the total population of Yemen
will easily reach 30 millions.

Today, Yemen holds two records.
The first of being the fastest growing
country on earth and the second is
held by its women who are -by far- the
most frequent birth-giving women on
this planet. With 60% of its total pop-
ulation consisting of children, the
worst days are yet to come because
unemployment rates will continue to
climb because the country will fail to
provide jobs and sources of living for
millions of people.

Yemen's developmental progress
will be at stake because of the impos-
sibility to cope with the increasing
number of citizens to serve. The gov-
ermment continues to receive warnings
from global, regional, and local bodies
that the country’s future will be in
danger if this rate continues. Within
the last one and a half decade Yemen'’s
total population had doubled causing
tremendously harsh economic condi-
tions to the majority of Yemenis.

Besides population growth, another
dangerous aspect is migration from
rural to urban areas. The government
has already admitted that it is facing a
crisis in trying to serve so many peo-
ple in the cities, which cannot absorb
more people. For instance, medical
services in public hospitals have gone

through a recession resulting in a
greater number of diseases and mis-
eries, especially among the poor who
cannot afford treatment in private hos-
pitals. The same applies to education
as illiteracy rates are slowly rising
because of the lack of qualified teach-
ers to teach millions of emerging stu-
dents every year while unemployment
rates are soaring to tremendous peaks
as thousands of new graduates from
different universities end up jobless or
immigrate.

Another eye-catching problem is
the shortage of electricity supplies as
the country’s electricity generation
capabilities have fallen short to satisfy
half of the population. The lack of
drinking water, which is the basic ele-
ment of life anywhere on earth, is yet
the most frightening of all. Taking
Yemen’s dry lands into consideration
and assuming the current increase of
the population’s demand of water,
Yemen’s internal cities’ underground
water basins will dry up resulting in a
humanitarian crisis that may lead to
starvation.

So as we can easily see that the
issue is serious and requires due atten-
tion from our officials, who have
unfortunately shown little concern.
Awareness must be spread among the
different groups of the society through
public radio and TV, educational
material and other means that should
include tips on family planning and
birth control.

In brief, a long-term strategy should
be drafted and implemented as quick-
ly as possible. What has been heard
lately about some efforts by establish-
ments, such as the National
Population Council is encouraging.
But words need to be followed by
deeds by the government.

Yemen is currently at a crossroads.
It will either go to prosperity and
progress or to destruction and chaos. It
is up to our government to decide
where to go, and it surely will be
responsible if the Yemeni nation suf-
fers tremendously if wrong decisions
are taken. It will also be responsible
even if right decisions are taken too
late.

courses in this field.

in the hospital.

VACANCY
ANNOUNCEMENT

A vacancy for a General Physician (Internist) holding M.D.,
Degree with an experience of five years or a doctor with expe-
rience not less than ten years who is capable of handling diag-
nostic endoscope and ultra sound is required to work at Al-
Hekma Hospital in Taiz. Moreover she/he should had training

Selected doctor would be entirely dedicated for a full time work

Conduct tel: 04-240911/12, Fax: 04-240831
E-Mail: hekmahco@y.net.ye

Task description

Working environment

www.holland.com.ye
Requirements

abroad (UK, US)

development
- Service oriented

Hadda address.

The Royal Netherlands Embassy

has a vacancy for the position of

Pogramme Officer Economic Sector

The Programme Officer will have two main areas of responsibility: Economic
sector development in Yemen and Commercial representation of The Netherlands.
Economic sector development is aimed at stimulating private enterprise in Yemen,
mainly through influencing the enabling environment for businesses. Commercial
representation is aimed at the enhancement of trade and investment ties between
Dutch companies and Yemen.

The Embassy currently consists of 17 expatriate and 18 local staff. Working
atmosphere in the embassy is open and businesslike, and initiative on behalf of the
employee is welcomed. The Netherlands embassy offers a competitive salary and
excellent secondary conditions of employment. For more information on the
embassy and its programme in Yemen, please visit our website at

- University graduate in business administration and/or economy, preferably

- Bilingual Arabic and English
- Excellent writing, computer and communicative skills

- Financial and accounting skills
- Experience in the field of (medium - and small - sale) private sector

In case of equal qualification preference will be for a female candidate.

Applications in English with a full CV can be sent to the Netherlands Embassy, c/o
Commercial Section, PO Box 463, Sana’a, or can be delivered to the embassy at its
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I. What to Say
Situations and Expressions: (22)
In Memoriam IV

eath is extremely painful. But
| nothing compares the grief of

A_#" parents who bear the loss of
their tender children in the prime of
their life. Plunged eternally in the
paroxysm of sorrow, they experience
the pangs of death in life. Life loses all
charm for them and time stands still as
they are haunted by the host of fond
memories of their darlings.

Some of the insertions expressing
parents’ grief for their children who
are no more, are given below:

- On your first death anniversary,
thinking of you in tearful silence.
(Parents)

- Dear __ (bom on — died on).
You explained you were a traveler,
transiting through our lives and
planet. It didn’t lessen the pain of
parting, when — years ago, you
were wrenched from us. This day
we remember with tearful eyes the
vitality, energy, humor and the
spirit that was you. (Parents and
family members).

- You left us all weeping. Our souls
refuse to believe your absence
from us. There will be no occasion
when we will not miss you. Your
untimely demise is the greatest
loss to us. Your memory will be
refreshing, inspiring, ever so
green, full of fragrance, sweet and
serene. (Family members).

- Darling son — (). Today is your

5th birthday. We wish you a very

. happy birthday How we long you

were with us to share with us this
joyous occasion. Your loving face
and angelic smile will always
remain with us as cherished and
fond memories of your short
sojourn. We trust meeting you
again in the other world, when all
tears and miseries will be wiped
away. (Parents, brothers and
sisters)

What a joyous duty it would have
been had you been in our midst on
your —— happy birth day. We
cherish all those wonderful
moments spent with you. We miss
you very much. May the Almighty
grant your noble soul eternal
peace. (Parents)

- . Today on your birthday, the host
of pleasant memories you left
behind grow fonder. You were a
bloom, so tender, pure and fresh.
We wonder, if you smile at us
from beyond the blue yonder.
(Relatives)

- Last year, God snatched you from
us in your prime youth. You left
without any parting words. We
only see your smiling face and
cherish your memories that death
can never snatch away. These are
our life line and strength to live till
we meet you. (Parents)

- ——( ).Noday would be worse
that today when you were
snatched away by the cruel hands
of destiny. You were our only little
lamp spreading the rays of love in
our lives. We miss the pleasures,
the joys you filled our lives with.
Words stand mute to express the
depth of the wound. The wound
penetrates deeper and deeper
everyday where only silent tears

1. Rate of energy released from the
body in the form of heat denotes

a) agility
c) digestion

b) metabolism
d) hormonal action

2. What is heavy water?
a) an oxide of deuterium
b) contains dissolved salts in it.
¢) an oxide of parahydrogen
d) an oxide of orthohydrogen

3. What is the world's fastest and
most powerful computer?
a) Super Computer
b) CRAY-2

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
 Associate Professor
College of Education, Mahweet

and your sweet memories provide
some solace. Nothing in this world
can fill the void. If tears could
make the pathway, memories the
lane, we would have climbed the
highest mountain to bring our
loving child back again. Tearfully
hoping for a reunion sometime, in
some birth. (Parents)

- Today on your birthday we miss
your cheerful presence. This year
no birthday cards, no phone calls,
no gifts. Only deep and painful
silence. (Parents)

- In memory of our dear — whom
we loved so much. (Parents)

- The flower said as it bloomed,
My time with you is short,

And then it was no more,

Yet, eternally,

Leaving its fragrance on the soil.
(Parents)

II. How to say it Correctly

Correct errors, if any, in

Jollowing sentences

1. Itis I who is responsible for this
mistake.

2. Tell me where are you going?

3. Ten students have passed and one
failed.

4. One of the thieves escaped and
two caught.

5. Itis time you go to bed.

the

Solutions to last week’s questions

1. He will write his homework
before he goes to bed.

2. You won’t know how good
pudding is till you have tasted it.

3. He has already left for Taiz.

4. He has not spoken to me since
that incident.

5. He has not received any message
uptill now.

IIL. How to express it in one

word

1. Fail to perform one’s duty.

2. Change one’s loyalty from one
political party to another.

3. Person against whom a legal
action is brought.

4. Put off something o a later time.

5. Open disobedience or resistance.

Solutions to last week’s questions

1. Try, by speaking against
something, to make it seem less
useful: Decry (vt)

2. Devote one’s time, energy, and
effort to a noble purpose:
Dedicate (vt)

3. Arrive at a conclusion by
reasoning from facts: Deduce (vt)

4. Take out an amount or a part:
Deduct (vt)

5. Spoil the appearance of something
by damaging its surface: Deface
(vt)

IV. Grammar and composition
a) Composition

You are in a secondhand bookshop,
looking at old books. Some of them
are in a rather bad state and parts of
the words of the covers have
disappeared. Can you tell what the
titles of the following book are?

1. The _dvent__es of Robinson
Cr__oe

2. The m__tery o_the ol_cast_ .

3. __tobui_ your ow_hou__.

4, A _ewEngl _ gram_ .

b) Idioms and phrases

c)IBM-PC d) ENIAC

4. Electricians wear rubber gloves
because rubber
a) is a bad conductor of electricity
b) gives better grip
c) keeps hands clean and warm
d) none of the above

5. What is the full form of Hi-Fi?

Solutions to Times Quiz (32)

1. Energy required by human body is
measured in terms of Calorie.

2. Penguins belong to the Antarctic

mrovE Your English
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Use the following phrases in
sentences of your own

1. so as to; 2. as good as;

3. as (s0) long as; 4. as much as;

5. as (so) far as

¢) Words commonly confounded
Bring out differences in meaning in
the following pairs or group of
words

1. affection, affectation

2. affluence, confluence, influence

3. affirm, confirm, conform

4, afflict, conflict

5. affront, confront

Answers to last week’s questions

a) Grammar: Question tags

1. Things were not so well with
them, were they?

2. There was no chance of escape
from him, wasn’t there?

3. Livingston balanced himself on
his toes, didn’t he?

4. It may save the side, mayn’t it?

5. All of them came on, didn’t they?

b) Idioms and phrases

1. aptitude for (natural ability to
acquire knowledge or skill): She
shows an aptitude for music.

2. arbitrate  between  (judge
between two parties to a dispute):
America has offered to arbitrate
between India and Pakistan over
the Kashmir issue.

3. arrangement for: Have you made
arrangement for the party?

4. arrive at (reach): I have arrived at
a decision in the matter.

5. ascribe to (consider to be the
cause): He ascribed his failure to
bad luck.

¢) Words commonly confounded

1. adoration (n) (worship, love): We
have adoration for his humanism.
adulation (n) (too much praise):
He is ridiculed for his adulation of
the boss.

2. adverse (adj) (unfavorable): He is
making efforts despite many
adverse circumstances.
reverse (n) (contrary of opposite):
You are doing the reverse of what
is expected of you.
converse (n & adj) (idea which is
opposite to another): In Logic, the
statement ‘He is happy but not
rich’ is the converse of ‘he is rich
but not happy’.

3. aerobatics (n) (tricks or feats):
She is an expert in acrobatics.
acrobatics (n) (feats performed by
clever airmen): The demonstration
of aerobatics amazed the
gathering.

4. affect (vt) (have an influence on):
Hard work adversely affected his
health.
effect (vt) (bring about): The
medicine effected a cure of his
ailment.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

* “Fight in the cause “@7

of Allah
Those who fight you
But do not transgress limits;
For Allah loveth not
transgressors.”

S2A190
B DAL

VI. Words of Wisdom
“Sweet are the uses of adversity”
—Shakespeare

region.
3. In AIDS patients, the HIV virus
renders the body’s own

defences against transformed
cells ineffective and turns the
immune system off against the
invading microbes.

4. It is said that a limited nuclear
warfare will generate enough soot
and dust, so that a substantial
portion of earth would be deprived
of sunlight. This phenomenon is
named as Nuclear Winter.

5. BASIC is not a high-level computer
language.
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Valedictory Function at Mahweet

tudents of Level 3,

Department of English,

Faculty of Education,

Mahweet  organized a

function on 4 June to bid
farewell to the outgoing students of
Level 4. The function started with
recitations of the Holy Quran by Aref
Al-Adeeb of level 2. The assembly
observed silence for one minute to
condole the sad and untimely demise
of Saleh Al-Domaini a student of level
2. Dr. Ramakanta Sahu in his welcome
speech appreciated the efforts of Level
3 to have set a healthy convention in
the department for the first time.
Mohammed Al-Mikhlafi, Ahmed Al-
Magrana and Iman Sharaf Al-Wadei
from Level 3 gave a warm and
emotional send-off to the Level 4
students. On behalf of Level 4 students
Faiz Al-Jaubey and Mohammed Al-
Agabi thanked the level 3 students for

thanks by Mr. Abdul Amir Ali

Recitation of words of wisdom and presentation of

| A
Sahu and Mr. Ali Hamzi look on

their nice gesture. Prof. Mohammed
Al-Kamali, Dean of the Faculty, in his
address gave his benediction to the
students and exhorted them to
disseminate knowledge to dispel the
darkness of ignorance. He lauded the
efforts of the English department,
especially those of
Dr. Sahu to reach out
“In the company of
Dr. Sahu, you have
reasons to be the
best,” he said. He
thanked all the
teachers of the
i English department,
Dr. Singh, Dr. Sahu
and Mr. Amir, for

going that extra
mile. This was
1 followed by the
distribution of

cultural certificates

Recitation the Holy Quran by Aref
Saleh Hassan Al-Adeeb

A section of the audience

Address by Dr. Mohamd I-mall, Dean. Dr. Hussein (Vice Dean), Dr.

-

and book prizes, sponsored by Mr.
Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf., The
ceremony came to a close with
recitation from Shakespeare by Ahlam
Amer of Level 4 and Words of Wisdom
in Arabic and English by Mr. Abdul
Amer Ali. Mr. Amir also proposed a
vote of thanks.

The Vice Dean Dr. Hussein Gatrib
and Manager of the college Mr. Ali
Hamzi were also present on the
occasion.

— 2 £
Ahmed Al-Magrana receiving
certificates from the dean

Speech by Mohammed Al-Agabi

esponse by Faiz Al-Jaubey

A LETTER TO THE TEACHERS OF ENGLISH

Spend more time with slow learners

Dear fellow teachers,

Any class is bound to have three
kinds of learners — above average,
average and below average and your
class can’t be an exception. The first
group learns fast and the third group
slowly and the second one at an opti-
mum speed. In fact, learners in a class
are like the fingers in your hand, each
one different. The learner difference is
an inevitable problem in the class and
you have to tune your teaching to suit
all these three kinds of learners. The
additional problem is that you can’t
label them as average or above average
and below average, but you must be
aware of the existence of this aspect in
your class.

The textbooks are prepared with the
average learners in mind and any
teaching materials such as exercises or
passages should be made with them
mind. That is why the materials are dif-
ficult for some of the students, who are
below average and the same materials

may be easy for those who are in the
first group. When you teach these
materials, you have to adjust your
methodology in such a way that all the
three kinds of students find them inter-
esting and useful. How you do this
decides the success of your class. Let
me talk more about this in my letters
later.

In this letter, I would like to stress
the fact that you should spend more
time for the slow learners. They are
slow in their learning, but they do not
lack the motivation other students
have. Sometimes they may be more
motivated than the others. Once you
have identified the slow leamers in
your class, pay more attention to them
in the class, without making your
attention deliberate.Go to them while
they are doing the exercises and help
them with the spelling, grammar, pro-
nunciation, if they need. Give them
more help when they are trying to
answer in the class. When you ask

questions in the class, ask them easier
questions so that they may succeed in
answering them and get a filip. If pos-
sible, meet them separately after the
class in your leisure and clarify their
doubts and explain to them any teach-
ing points they want to learn, using
more mother tongue,if necessary. More
than anything, give your love and
affection to them. Never let them know
they are poor performers.

There are several strategies you
can use with them such as using pic-
tures, using the mother tongue, getting
them to work with average and above
average students in pairs or groups,
conducting extra classes for them, giv-
ing easier exercises to them

( this should be done tactfully) etc.
You can definitely think of more strate-
gies, can’t you? Do well. Good luck.

Yours fraternally,
Dr..M.N.K.Bose (BOSE@y.net.ye)
Associate Professor of English
Faculty of Arts, Ibb.
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How to be Happy
* Keep your heart free fram
hatred and your mind from
WOrry.
Live simply.
Bpect little.
Sing often.
Pray always.
Fill yar life with love.
Scatter sunshine,
Forget yourself and think of
others.
* Do as you would be done by.
Nada Al-Mohayya
Faculty of Education and
Arts
Khawlan

LI S T

What is good
for your child?

By Rahmatullahi Bahi
mmrrahmat @ hotmail.com
Pakistan School Sana’a

If a child lives with criticism
He learns to condemn

If a child lives with hostility
He learns to fight

If a child lives with ridicule
He learns to be shy

If a child lives with shame
He learns to feel guilty

If a child lives with tolerance

He learns to be patient

If a child lives with encouragement
He learns confidence

If a child lives with praise

He learns to appreciate

If a child lives with faimess

He learns justice

If a child lives with security

He learns to have faith

If a child lives with approval

He learns to like himself

If a child lives with acceptance
He learns to find love in the world


mailto:ramakantasalm@yahoo.com
mailto:BOSE@y.net.ye
hotmail.com

Press Scanner

Al-Thawri weekly,
organ of YSP, 25
July 2002,

Main headlines:

- Pursuant to American request,
Djibouti venue for training
Yemeni special forces

- YSP condemns Zionist crime
against the Palestinian people

- Disputes between Salafia leaders
in Yemen over succession

- Relatives of prison escapees in
Aden, arrested

- - Prosecution threatens trial of for-
eign newspapers and agencies
correspondents

- Three Yemenis killed in car acci-
dent in Dhamar

Mr Yassin Abdulrahim Thabit
questions in his article that after the
past years since the outbreak of
September 62 and October 63 and
the 22 May unity, are not we in need
of a serious consideration of the
entire experiment? Holding elec-
tions and calling for another round of
them without pondering on what the
first experiment has produced and
evaluating its good and bitter out-
comes, rectifying the unwanted
results through dialogue with politi-
cal and partisan forces would be a
shortcoming.

The writer maintains that there is
no use in betting on engaging in
other elections at this level of low
conditions since the side controlling
the executive power has everything
and dominates all their inputs and
outputs. The opposition should chan-
nel its action to reform inside the
executive power itself so that this
authority would reflect in all its per-
formance the constitution and laws.
The opposition should possess chan-
nels and instruments capable of com-
prehending and attracting action of
the majority damaged as a result of
the existing situation, then possess-
ing pressure cards to rectify course of
the executive power. The opposition
should then offer the best solutions to
economic, social, political and cul-

Local Press

Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

tural crises.

Annas weekly,
22 July 2002.

Main headlines:

- Local council members in Aden,
arrested

- Mother stabs to death her three
children in Sana’a

- Unified stand of Joint Meeting
Parties regarding preparation for
coming elections

An article published on the back
page of the newspaper says threats of
hitting Iraq by the United States of
America are escalated again at the
same time the American military
movements in the region give indica-
tions that the intention of ousting
president Saddam Hussein are on the
increase.

Observing of what is happening,
one would notice that America, in its
vision, is proceeding from several
stands, first settling an old account
with the Iragi regime and an attempt
of settling the sequences of the 1990
war out of which America has come
without deciding the situation in its
favour, secondly, America’s repeated
strikes on Iraq and pushing the oppo-
sition to topple the regime have been
doomed to failure because the Iraqi
will has remained stronger than
America’s temptations. The third
stand is derived from calculations
related to Israel and removing its
fears and protecting it from the Iraqi
Arab military power to grant it a
superiority enabling it to deter any
Arab country, particularly through
enabling it to possess mass destruc-
tion weapons along with insisting on
depriving any Arab country of the
right to possess these weapons.

These three factors have affected
the American decision in dealing
with Iraq and perhaps they have led
to the American ignoring of the inter-
national humanitarian attitude call-
ing for lifting the sanctions imposed

on Iraq out of mercy towards Iraqgi
women, children and elderly people.

The information of the military
solution leaked from several sources
behind which America aims at
resolving the dispute with Iraq,

- arouses many questions on the real

intentions of the American policies
towards Iraq and the Arab region.

Al-Shoura weekly,
organ of Union of
Yemeni People’s
21 July,

Main headlines:

- Union of People’s forces looks
for free and modern society

- Ibrahim al-Wazir: Western
democracies do not estimate
other peoples’ freedom

- Yemen accused of human rights

violations

- Suspects arrested in North
Arabian sea

- A committee in defense of

human rights, set up

Political editor of the newspaper
says the floundering of dialogue
held recently between the People’s
General Congress party and opposi-
tion parties and its concentration on
discussing criteria of distributing
shares of electoral committees, has
led to non-agreement and a state of
ambiguity under which there may be
many probabilities, options and
expectations.

While the ruling party is seeking to
hold the opposition the responsibility
of failure of the dialogue and tension
of the political atmosphere, it seems
that parties grouped in the Joint
Meeting are intent on question of cri-
teria as a basis for distributing shares
among the parties without submitting
to the Congress accusations and
threats with the supreme committee
of elections.

It becomes clear that there are hid-
den goals behind the PGC’s insis-
tence on this stand and these make it
not reluctant in adhering to this
majority. The Joint Meeting Parties

is keen on soundness and cleanliness
of the new record and that would not
be realized if every party is not
assured about correctness and sound-
ness of measures and registration as a
first step for holding fee and honest
elections.
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Al-Sahwa weekly
25 July 2002.

Main headlines:

- InJawf, Hostages to prove obedi-
ence

- In Udein, many crimes, not a sin-
gle response

- Trade Unions return to the parlia-
ment

- Sana’a sinks in sewage waters

Columnist Zaid al-Shami says that
the Palestinians have fully realised
their problem. They have tried many
solutions, sought for peace at the UN
security council, sought help[ of
states and governments and interna-
tional organisations. They have
attended various conferences and
occasions where they have presented
a style of negotiations, but all that
has led them to nowhere. Therefore
they have chosen the way of resist-
ance and thus effected the balance of
horror with Israel. They have made
the Jews deprived of security and
hope of living in safety on the land of
Palestine.

Sharon, with his oppression, came
to power and thus exceeded all limits
in killing the Palestinians and
destroying all constituents of the
Palestinian state, but greatly failed to
provide security for his people. The
spirit of Palestinian resistance is
escalating day by day and challenge
among women and children is also
increasing and the day when this
usurping  entity falls  would
inevitably come. As for America the
security of the Jews is its only major
concern, which is a goal completely
contradicting the aim of the

Palestinians and the Arabs, The ques-

tion is why some of the Palestinians
and some Arab leaders try to inter-
fere to solve the problem of the
Zionist entity and looking for solu-
tions giving it security and stability?

Al-Thya’a al-
Arabi  weekly,
organ of the Arab
Baath Seocialist
party, 25 July
2002.

Main headlines:

- Iraqi parliament ask the president
to lead the confrontation

- Amr Mousa: We refuse any
aggression on Iraq

- Al-al-Jahmi ask the political
leadership to decide the issue of
killing sheikh al-Shaif

- Five killed, three wounded in
tribal clashes in Dhamar

- American lawyers sue Sharon as
war criminal

- Annual festival on boycotting
Zionist, American, British prod-
ucts next Thursday

Editorial manager of the newspa-
per says in his article that with the
increase of the American-Zionist
vaunting and threats of Bush’s
administration to launch a new
aggression on Iraq, the voices refus-
ing any American attack on Iraq have
also increased till they reached the
extent of unanimity. All the Arab
regimes, including the Kuwaiti,
refused those threats and expressed
that rejection in various forms.
Islamically, the Iranian president
Mohammed Khatami expressed his
country’s rejection of the American
threats to Iraq, pointing out that
America was dragging the world into
war, adding that America’s behaviour
was not in favour of the American
people or the world. Secretary-gener-
al of the Organisation of Islamic
Conference has also confirmed the
organisation’s rejecting attitude of
any aggression on Irag,pointing out
that that was the stand of all Islamic
countries in the organisation.
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26 September
weekly, organ of

i the Yemen
Armed Forces
25 July 2002.

Main headlines:

- Diplomatic source;Qatar did not
ask mediation with Saudi Arabia,
brethren differences solved by
dialogue

- Yemeni_Saudi technical commit-
tee meets Friday in Germany
with the company entrusted with
demarcating borders

- President Saleh begins special
visit to Germany

- American medical grant to
Yemen to provide equipment for
some hospitals and health centres

- Yemeni-Iranian talks Sunday

The newspaper editorial says that
the new carnage perpetrated by the
Zionist troops against the Palestinian
people in Gaza Strip, killing and
wounding tens of innocent people, is
by all standards considered a danger-
ous escalation of the government of
Sharon’s terrorist approach.
Possibilities and developments the
situation in the Middle East to be
heading for under continuation of the
American support and the world
silence in addition to Arab incapabil-
ity to do anything towards the Zionist
aggression.

The humanitarian duty of the inter-
national community dictates a res-
olute stand towards the criminal acts
in which the Zionist entity army uses
the most sophisticated weaponry to
exterminate a defenseless people.
This could not be achieved unless the
United States changes its attitude and
the Europeans adopt a stand beyond
condemnation. The Arab attitude
remains the cornerstone in any
efforts exerted for comprehensive
and just peace based on the principle
of land for peace that should take
effective dimensions to be under-
stood that the Arabs possess the
means making the international par-
ties back down in their stands
towards the right course.

e

Al Ahram

Egypt will take part in two interna-
tional conferences. One is on sustain-
able development to be held in South
Africa's Johannesburg in August. The
other is a ministerial conference of the
Nile Basin, which will be held in
Sudan’s capital of Khartoum in
December.

Al Akhbar
Two women were killed and four
others injured in a collision between
two lorries in Al-Nahda area in Al-
Amreya, Alexandria. One of the two
lorries was going fast on the opposite
direction when the collision took

AN-NAHAR
Hamas official Ismail Haniyeh says
Israel's assassination of head of
group’s military wing ends any discus-
sion of suspending attacks in Israel.

AS-SAFIR
Government squabble continues over
planned cellular phone privatisation.

DAILY STAR
Secondary school teachers agree to
correct final exams after refusing to do

World Press

Major news items in leading international newspapers Provided by Xinhua

place. But its driver survived the acci-
dent.

Al Gomhuria
Alexandria government will showcase
145 rare pieces of antiquities in the
Egyptian National museum on the
occasion of the centennial anniversary
of the Egyptian museum.

The Egyptian Mail

The Egyptian cabinet will convene on
Wednesday to review the outcome of
President Hosni Mubarak's recent
efforts to de-escalate tensions in the
Middle East, cabinet sources said on
Friday. The meeting will also cover the
_country's economic scene.

so over a wage dispute.

AL-MUSTAQBAL
Washington invites Iraqi opposition
leaders for talks.

AL-ANWAR
The head of the Phalange party, once
Lebanon’s most important Christian
political group, sues former President
Amin Gemayel for slander and
defamation over harsh criticism of the
party’s present, pro-Syrian leadership.

Pakistan Observer
President General Pervez Musharraf
on Friday emphasized that Pakistan
stood for peace, however it would not
be blackmailed or coerced by anyone
and its desire for peace should not be
misperceived as a sign of weakness.

The Frontier Post
Federal Finance Minister Shaukat
Aziz on Friday said that Pakistan was
out of debt trap and all the notions
were pointing positively in this regard.

The News
US Secretary of States Colin Powell
will travel to India and Pakistan over
the weekend to implore leaders of the
two countries to build on recent com-
mitments that helped ease the treat of
war over Kashmir,

Asahi, Mainichi, Yomiuri, Nihon
Keizai

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro

Koizumi orders government panel to

mull tax cuts of over one trillion yen
(8.47 billion US dollars).

Yomiuri, Mainichi
16-year-old boy was arrested over
bomb explosion at Tokyo station.

Nihon Keizai
Toyota is to double gas, electricity-
powered models to six.

The Pioneer
The United State Secretary of State
Colin Powell on Friday said in
Washington terrorist violence contin-
ues in Kashmir even as he reiterated
on the eve of his visit to India and
Pakistan that infiltration across the
Line of Control had been curtailed.

The Times of India

India’s government says it will not
allow “international observers” to
“monitor “the forthcoming assembly
elections in the India-controlled
Kashmir area. However, foreign citi-
zens and officials wishing to travel to
the area may do so as “tourists™.

The Tribune

A friendship agreement has been
signed between London and New
Delhi that will give an impetus to cul-
tural and economic ties between the
two historic cities. The agreement was
signed Friday by Delhi Chief Minister
Sheila Dikshit and London Mayor Ken
Livingstone in London.

Kuala Lumpur

person.

3star hotel departure in August évery
Saturday & Wednesday

08days/7nights $ 645 Sstar
15days/ 14nights $ 845 hotel Istana

Wish to stop over Dubai 3Days at $ 72
including visa & 4star hotel bed only

Round trip ticket per person in Twin sharing, min group 2

Contact: Bazara Travel & Tourism
Tel: 286364, 279235, 286364

g

Bazara Travel & Tourism

Tel.: 285865 - 279235 - 286364 Fax: 289568, E-mail: bazara@y.net.ye
Special Promotion for Domestic Tourism & Beach Holidays

Destination Yemeni Foreigner Hotel No. Nights included. Prices are per per-
Mukalla YR 22.500 YR 29.000 Holiday Inn 3days/2 nights son on twin sharing based on
Mukalla YR 33.000 YR 39.500  Holiday Inn Sdays/4 nights min 2 persons
Mukalla YR 44.000 YR 52.000 Holiday Inn 7days/6 nights Accommodation half board
Aden YR23.000 YR 30.500 Aden Hotel 3days/2 nights (breakfast + dinner)

Aden YR 24.800 YR 38.000  Sheraton Aden 3days/2 nights R
Aden YR31.200 YR 45.000 Sheraton Aden 4days/3 nights (ndulll) Bivniis W oli'ibr the
Seiyun YR 15.500 YR 31.900 Samah Hotel 3days/2 nights discount of YR4,000.

Sana’a round trip air fair is
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Watches P

B SEIKO Agency Abdulmu-ghnee Str.
Tel: 272661, Taiz: 26 Sept. Str. Tel;
221204, Aden: Al-Maidan Str. Tel:
258200

B OMEGA Swiss Watches Union
Agency, Sana’a trade center Tel. 212361,
Al-Qaser St. Tel. 272827, Fax: 272479,
Teiz: Tel. 252323, Aden Tel. 256688
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R. of Y.- Sana’a, Hadda Str. Tel/Fax: 240419 P.O.Box: 19613

TEHAMA FOR
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L-FALAK
Exclusive Importer & Distributors ot
Computers / Spare, Accessories Ribbons,  E.mail: falak@y.net.ye

Laser Toner & Ink cartridges Home Page: y.net.ye/falak
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* Automated Conference Rooms
* Mobile Multimedia

* Training Rooms
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* Information Displays
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Tata Engineering and Locomotive Company Limited is India’s largest Engineering Company in the Private Sector with a turnover of US $ 1.75 billion in 2000-2001.
Tata Engineering manufactures over 170,000 vehicles annually. It offers a wide spread of vehicles ranging between 2 tons and 40 tons. Tata vehicles are best appreciated
for their features of ruggedness, reliability and value for money. Today, Tata Engineering has a global presence with its vehicles being exported to over 60 countries

in Europe, Africa, South-America, Middle East, Asia and Australia.

Trade Marks of Tata Engineering and Locomotive Company Limited

TATA

. 9|V WATA Sofori
B TATA  TATA C

TATA TATA

SUMO Telco :on:rn

These Trade Marks are used on or in relation to, among others, the vehicles manufactured by Tata Engineering and Locomotive Company Limited.They are the proprietary marks owned by the Tata Engineering and Locomotive Company Limited and its parent company, Tata Sons Ltd. Any copying or imitation of the
marks would violate the business ethics as also infringe the proprietor -Company's rights. Breach of the rights and interests or any passing off by third parties of their goods under these trade marks would render them liable for prosecution and other legal proceedings. Any unauthorised use of the trade marks may be brought to the

attention of the Company directly or its Distributors or the Company's Trade marks Attorneys, DePenning & DePenning, Intellectual Property House, 31 South Bank-Road, Chennai-600 028 or the local Attorneys, Abu Ghazaleh Intellectual Property, Mohammed A Ai Bahar-Bldg,Salahuddine Ai-Ayoubi Street,Dubai,UAE.Tel: (971-4)663369
or Abu Ghazaleh Intellectual Property,PO Box 2055,Ishaq Building,Al-Zubairi Street,Sana'a,Yemen.Tel: (967-1)240899

Tata Engineering and Locomotive Company Limited
Bombay House 24 Homi Mody Street Mumbai 400001 India

Distributors in Muscat: AL HASHAR & COMPANY, P O BOX-28, MUTTRAH, MUSCAT. FAX: (968) 793357, TEL: (968) 702555, 709057 Distributors in Yemen: ADHBAN TRADING CO., P O BOX 1105, SANAA, YEMEN REPUBLIC. TEL: 209558, FAX: 209557

Accessories shown are not part of standard equipment.
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2, he JITCOM2002 exhibition
|~ "concluded its activities on
July 26th with tremen-
dous success. The exhibi-
] tion, which took place
during 22-26 July, was one of the
most successful showcases in Yemen
for the latest technological products.

During the exhibition, scientific
symposiums were held focusing on IT
and diverse telecommunication prod-
ucts with focus on establishing rela-
tions with local and international
companies involved in the same
industry.

The exhibition is organized annual-
ly by Apollo for International
Exhibitions Company with an objec-
tive of introducing new IT and
telecommunication products to the
public. More than 40 local companies
in the field of technology and
telecommunication were present in
the exhibition which received great
public interest.

More than 280 people representing
several public and private companies
also took part in the exhibition. JIT-
COM2002 featured the participation of
a number of representatives of some
leading international companies in
the field of IT, telecommunication and
new services of GSM technology.

During the exhibition, Yemen Times
seized the oppertunity to interview a
number of individuals who made visi-
ble contributions to the success of
the exhibition.

JITCOM201

D02 exhibition concludes its

activities with tremendous success

Fruitfol efforts

Tawleeq
Annehmi, the
General Manager
of the Apollo
International
Exhibition said,
“We, as the organ-
izers of the uch]bllmn at Apollo have
done our best to make JITCOM2002
a great success. We highly appreciate
the exerted efforts by the concerned
authorities including the Minister of
Telecommunication headed by
Abdulmalik al-Moalemi, the Yemeni
Industrialists Associations and the
Chambers of International Industry
and Commerce for their positive role
in supporting the event. We express
our gratitude to the public who came
in large numbers to the 5 days of the
exhibition.”

Annehmi called upon all government
bodies and institutions in the field of
IT and telecommunication to do their
best to cooperate with Apollo to
organize JITCOM2003 in the future
which will in turn be a useful
resource for acquainting ourselves
with the latest technologies.
Annehmi requested the government
to support technological industries
and exempt them from custom duties
just like other countries did. “This
will in return guarantee the develop-
mental processes for a better techno-
logical future and will pave the way
to attract investors to Yemen to estab-
lish a very strong information tech-

Lebanese
Restaurant
i For
£ Lebanese Delicious Food
Opening

July 16 200_

For Reservation
Please contact:

Tel : 02 204010 - Ext.8637
Fax: 02 205158

1 S Y Who's taking care of you?

‘;;c

Sheraton Gold Mohur

Hotel & Resort Aden
best beach in Aden

nology infrastructure capable of cre-
ating something new in this respect.”

ing Yemen, which has great pot
and promises a great future for
sector. “This country is densel
ulated which is a good ome;
computer technology-related se
to be disseminated. Undoubted]y
hope in the near future to hav
regional center for our plone
company here in Sana’a.
open up new horizons for our £oF
ny in this promising market,” he said.
Valuable opportamity

Ahmed  Zaidan,
the Technical
Support Manager
| of Epson (Middle
| East) said, “This
is not the first
visit paid by
Epson to Yemen

grammers at ministries and other
organizations of the latest technolo-
gies in the international markets
which meet their requirements.”

About Epson and its new products,
laidan said that Epson is a company
ed with covering four groups
mcludmg thc i

; ona] compa-
e holding of scien-
Ums in this field. There
be more positive reactions by
e ministries, governmental institu-
tions and universities in Yemen to
this great event.”

Successful exhibition
, Jamal Qastanteen,
the, Middle East
Sales Manager of
Mindware said,
& “Mindware is
~ | one of the leading
companies of
Mjcrosoft in the

is progress-

 are encour-

partners through training cadres and
providing them with the cheapest and
the best ways of marketing and main-
tenance” he said.

“As for the JITCOM 2002, the exhi-
bition was a clear indication of the
growth in IT and telecommunication
in the country. For more technologi-
cal prosperity, full attention should
be paid by the institutional bodies”
he added. ;

Pleasant surprise

Dorian B. Coyle,
Tech-data CISCO
Sales Manager
said that the pur-
pose of visiting
Yemen is to con-
duct market
research and
measure the local market’s standing
and reaction compared to the interna-
tional markets. “As a matter of fact,
Yemenis have shown keen interest
and thirst for IT and telecommunica-
tion” he said.

High standard

Mr. A. Ragho,
Sales Regional
Manager said that
what attracted his
attention was the
‘superb organiza-
tion and coordina-
tion of the exhibi-
tion which was parallel to exhibitions
held in the Gulf States such as
ahrain and Oman.
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Subscribe to the International
Roaming Service from SabaFon
and get a discount on Thuraya
Satellite / GSM handset which
will give you the freedom of
movement and the ability to stay
connected anywhere.

You can use your same SabaFon
mobile number throughout:

Europe

North and Central Africa
Middle East

Central Asia

Indian Sub-Continent

That is not all !!! You even get
100% coverage within Yemen
as you can use the Thuraya
Satellite service outside SabaFon
GSM coverage.

Limited period offer

Bagadeall 58 pldl &Sy
Partners Company Ltd.

Zetomer Caro N,

71-111-211
or 211 free
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At Sheraton Aden Gold Mohurey
Enjoy your summer vacation with your family at
the best beach in Aden. Our special offers are
as follows:

- room for one or @@up[ at YR 8500

this price includes breakfast, taxes, free interance to the
b night club, swimming pool, the private beach of the
g hotel as long as the health club and 50% discount on
the massage. Children under 12 years of age can share
parents room free of charge ( max 2).

. Other entertainment facilities

@ Half an hour jetski ( YR 3500/ person ).

@ Ride on a banana boat ( YR 500/ person ).

@ Water skiing ( YR 500/ person ).

@ Atour around Aden port with beverages ( YR 1500/ person ).

@ A boat trip to one of Aden's islands with a lunch box ( YR 2500/ person ).

Boost Energy ® A boat rp to one of th lands around Aden with a B.8.0. (YR 5000/ person)

Increase Reaction Speed

~ Add Strength This offer is valid from 1 July = 30 September 2002
Improve Concentration f

Imported & Distributed By: . e . and for locals and resident expatriots ..
MIDDLE EAST TRADING Co. @ Prolong Stamina 2.0 . '

TAIZ SANA'A ADEN HODEIDAH MUKALLAH SAYOON e v e o » :
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For Reservation please contact :

Sheraton Gold Mohur

Tel. (02) 204010 Fax (02) 205158 o
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper
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Al A’raf Cave in Magbana-Taiz..

A puzzle or a historical site JEREE

By FAROUQ AL KAMALI
Yemen Times Staff
TAIZ BUREAU

W he road leading to

‘Magbana, 49 km to the
west of Taiz, is long and
toilsome. While heading
for Magbana area we
faced many difficulties. There is no
direct vehicle transport services, there-
fore we had to go first to al Bareh area,
12 km away from the cave, and from
there we began the more difficult part of
our trip to al-A'raf cave that has aroused
a large-scale media interest in recent
days.

The cave is situated in unpopulated
mountainous area where the nearest
houses are about 5 or 6 km away, inhab-
ited by few people whom we met to
inquire about the cave..They revealed
that the cave was neglected and nobody
takes care about it. The inhabitants’
attention was drawn when a strange

man came to the region and proposing to
buy the piece of land around the cave
site. After that he started excavation
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inside the cave, carrying the sml out of
the cave in his car. His action aroused
the people curiosity. After the process
continued for a year, the sheikh of the
area informed the governorate authori-
ties about what was going on in the cave.
A team of archeologists visited the cave
but after inspecting its contents it has not
come out with definite results.

Being inside the cave one would be
standing face to face with a beautiful
architecture created by only a skillful
hand of a sculptor. When we entered a
large opening of the cave, it was very
dark and there was nothing but snakes
and bats and accumulated soil. The gold-
en color of the soil raised the curiosity of
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

the people who thought the cave is a
gold mine. So they started telling stories
about it like these of myths and legends.
They said that when it rains, lightning
goes strongly to the cave, an indication
that it contains metals or electrical oscil-
lations. Another one of such stories is
that if you put a small stone from the
cave in your pocket, you feel as if you
are electrically shaken.

Sheikh Mahyoob Bagash Senan, the
secretary general of the local authority
of Magbana, said the cave was still a
puzzle and unraveled secret “Only geol-
ogists and archaeologists can decide
whether it’s a metal mine or a historical
site.” Continued on page 7

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

@ Sewage treatment plants & -cﬁlleqtinn networks.

@ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

@ High quality buildings & sports complexes.

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye

“Durability and
.. .SuperQuality
" High Technical
. Performance
~ “ Competitive Prices
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