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Sentences on Aden 
explosions case pronounced

By Ridwan Al-Saqqaf
Aden bureau Chief
Yemen Times

Aden, August 3 (YT)—Sera Court of First 
Instances in Aden Saturday morning held its pub­
lic session chaired by Justice Mohammed 
Mahmoud al-Gundi and pronounced the verdict 
in Aden explosions that had taken place in 2001 
New Year and targeted al-Tawahi church, Saba 
News Agency office and Continental Hotel in 
Khor Maksar, Aden.

Four people were condemned in the explo­
sions, namely, Nassir Ali Awad Al-Shaibah, 
Anees Mohammed Abdu, Fares Saleh Taher and 
Saleh Hussin Ali.

The court sentenced the first defendant to 6 
years in prison, the second was sentenced to two 
years and half imprisonment and two years 
imprisonment for the third defendant. The court 
had acquitted the fourth defendant for the incom­
plete evidence and handed him over to the gen­
eral prosecutor for investigations into trading in 
weapons.

Saleh Hussin Ali Fares Saleh Taher Anees Mohammed 
Abdu

Nassir Ali Awad 
Al-Shaibah

Opposition loses 
SEC struggle

By Hassan Azzaedi
Yemen Times Staff

Aden, August 1 (YT)—The Joint Meeting of the 
Opposition Parties has called upon the Supreme 
Election Committee (SEC) to retract its decision 
concerning the distribution of registration alloca­
tions among parties at the registration committees 
in accordance with the local election results and 
the referendum of the constitutions in 2001.

In a statement issued last Wednesday, opposition 
parties have strongly rejected SEC’s decision. The 
statement added that the new decision might be 
enacted on purpose to deprive the opposition par­
ties from participating in the coming ejections. 
According to the statement, the opposition parties 
have shown great adherence to criteria and agree­
ments, which have been agreed upon with the 
SEC.

“The SEC will be held accountable for exclud­
ing the opposition parties from participating in the 
elections,” the statement implicitly referred to the 
General People’s Conference (GPC) as the respon­
sible party behind this action. Continued on P 5

Opposition parties meet U.S., 
international organizations

Sana’a, August 3 (YT)—Representatives 
of opposition Joint Meeting Parties and 
Islah party have Saturday met with 
American ISES and NDI organizations rep­
resentatives plus a number of international 
organizations, concerned with civil society 
organizations affairs and elections, and a 
number of European diplomats.

Opposition parties have presented, during 
the meeting, their stance towards the ques­
tion of forming electoral committees, con­
firming that the criteria they proposed for 
taking part in the committees of registration 
are the basis for their participation.

The parties have further mentioned that 
the Elections Supreme Committee is con­
trolled by the ruling party and that the suc­
cessive amendments effected by the govern­
ment do undermine the entire process of 
democracy, and threaten future of democra­
cy in Yemen. They claimed that following 
the 11 September events, the regime in

Yemen feels that the donor countries have 
been giving the question of security much 
more attention than others. On their part, 
representatives of the international organiza­
tions affirmed that they would play media- 
tors role between opposition parties and the 
government, stressing it was necessary that 
dialogues continue till a stance satisfying all 
parties was reached, as dialogue serves the 
democratic process in Yemen.

Joint Meeting Parties had earlier asked the 
government to adopt on regular basis certain 
proportional representation in electoral 
processes to be given to the 21 political par­
ties registered at the parties affairs commit­
tee, including the Yemen Socialist Party, 
according to the volume of its representation 
in the 1993 parliamentary elections.

As for the remainder proportions they 
asked to be distributed among the parties 
represented in the parliament according to 
number of votes each party wins.

Yemen seeks assistance to handle maritime patrol
Sana’a, August 3 (YT)—Prime minister 
Abdulqadir Bajammal called last week on 
donor countries to help Yemen in establish­
ment of Coast Guard Forces, recently created 
in Yemen to fight terrorism and illegal immi­
gration and providing safe navigation.
Bajammal said in the meeting held last 
Monday with donor countries and GCC 
ambassadors in Yemen, that due to the impor­
tant role to be played by Yemeni Coast Guard 
with regard to securing safe navigation and 

fighting terror, the donor countries are 
required to offer the needed support.
Yemen seeks to get gunboats, ships helicop­
ters, radar systems and modern communica­
tions equipment as well as training those 
troops, as was mentioned in a press statement 
by commander of the Yemeni Coast Guard 
brigadier general Rasie.
It worthwhile mentioning that the United 
States has begun giving training to a first 
batch of twenty police officers on operating 

radar systems, and communications in addi 
tion to learning English language.

NOTE
In the front page item entitled “104 detainees 
released” of last week’s issue, a technical 
error in proofreading resulted in mentioned 
that Basheer Ali Ashedadi, Ahmed al-Khedr 
al-Baidhani, and Esam Ahmed Dabwan al- 
Mekhlafi were released, while the truth is that 
they are still in detention. Our apologies...
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Proposal Writing Course wraps up
By Mohammed al-Masani
Yemen Times Staff

Organized by Friederich Ebert 
Stiftung in collaboration with the 
Yemen Times Newspaper, the 
“Proposal Writing Course” was con­
cluded yesterday April 4.

During the 50-hour extensive train­
ing course held at the Yemen Times 
premises in Sanaa, participants gained 
diverse practical skills in project pro­
posal writing. More than 25 trainees 
participated in this course, which start­

ed on July the first.
The training course 

hosted a number of 
prominent personalities 
involved in evaluating 
proposals presented by 
NGOs in Yemen. 
Among those guest 
speakers were Charles

Heatly, the Political Secretary of the 
British Embassy, Mohammed Chraibi 
an NGO Researcher, and Hatem M. 
Bamehriz, Deputy Manager of the 
National Democratic Institute (NDI) 
for International Affairs.

Jameel al-Anisi, the course trainer 
described the idea of such a course by 
saying, “the idea of training was first 
implemented by the American 
Embassy at YALI in 1999. The best 
aspect of this kind of training is that it 
is a thorough step-by-step practical 
experience.” he said.

Unlike most short courses that pro­
vide “quick guides”, this Proposal 
Writing course began with a series of 
introductory sessions on several devel­
opmental issues such as democracy,

development, empowerment, commu­
nity participation and sustainability, 
which was enriched by trainee’s practi­
cal training abilities that involved the 
encouragement of discussions and 
sharing different views and opinions. 
The trainees were grouped into teams 

which they worked in 
throughout the different 
stages of the course 
including the planning, 
drafting, and applying 
stages. The teams are 
trained to conduct a 
participatory appraisal 
(by carrying it out in the 
field), analyze the data 

and work through strict and profession­
al guidelines.

This includes writing a problem 
statement, defining the overall goal 
and objectives, defining activities 
and scheduling them, and construct­
ing a budget that takes into consid­
eration all activities involved in the 
project

According to the instructions given, 
the information is then developed into 
a proposal. The writing is revised and 
refined several times until the end 
product is complete. After 50 hours of 
hard work, the trainees graduate after 
applying all the skill they have learned.

On the other hand, one of the female 
trainees, Maryam Ashowafi stressed on 
the benefit women would get from 
such courses. “The main goal of hold­
ing such programs is to raise awareness 
among Yemeni women working in 
NGOs of the need to acquire skills and 
propose projects courageously so as to 
become active members in giving a 
hand to the poor families, improving 
their living conditions and contributing 
to increase their income,” she said.

She spoke highly of the organizers 
of this course including the instructor, 
Jameel al-Anisi for his strenuous 
efforts to make this program a success 
and she also thanked the Yemen Times 
for hosting this valuable training 
course.

Jameel 
al-Anisi

Maryam 
Ashowafi

Group photo of male and female participants and trainees of Proposal 
Writing Course held at the Yemen Times premises.

2 Oil-bearing field explored
The Canadian petroleum company 

Calvalley, has an oil concession at sec­
tor 9 in Hadhramout governorate has 
successfully finished its exploratory 
excavations.

Geological studies have indicated 
that huge oil reserves are discovered in

this sector.
In statement to the German news 

agency DPI, the company said the two 
oil fields in both 9 and 10 sectors con­
tain huge hydrocarbon reserve.

The company intends to conduct fur­
ther geophysical studies to know much

about the volume of oil sector and its 
quantities. The oil sector 9 area is 4728 
square km. The first surveys, which 
have been conducted by the company 
in this sector, indicate the availability 
of huge oil reserves estimated at 3 bil­
lion barrels.

Taiz University!

Campus turns to battlefield
Abduh M. Assabri
Yemen Times Staff

In a press release issued by the 
Executive Committee of the General 
Yemeni Students Union, (GYSU) at 
Taiz University, a security officer of the 
university pointing his pistol at a uni­
versity student on June 28. The inci­
dent was followed by shooting fires at 
a number of students sitting next to the 
fence of the university campus.

In an unprecedented move, three 
female students were illegally incarcer­
ated in individual prisons set up by the 
university security. Students at the uni­
versity campus had no way except to 
protest against this flagrant violation 
and disregard for human rights. After 
mounting pressure was exerted on the 
security, those girls were all released.

In the same context, 20 students 
were also incarcerated in the criminal 
investigation jail of the city.

In response to recent incidents at the 
Taiz University campus, the GYSU 
filed an official complaint to the prose­
cuting attorney of Taiz Governorate 
asking for immediate intervention to 
release students who were unfairly 
detained in the criminal investigation 
jail. The complaint demanded the con­
cerned bodies to compensate and reha­
bilitate students morally and materially.

It is worthwhile mentioning that the 
overall tuition fees along with entrance 
examination has considerably 
increased from YR 2,600 in the aca­
demic year (1998-1999) to YR 7,600 in 
(1999-2000). The fee increased to YR 
7,900 in (2001-2002) during the aca­
demic year, (2002-2003) tuition fees

have also been set to increase to YR 
10,000.

On the other hand, the GYSU at Ibb 
University sent a letter to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh appealing to save the 
educational process and make the uni­
versities a place for acquiring knowl­
edge and not a battlefield for causing 
troubles and disputes among political 
parties.

The GYSU expressed its deep con­
cern over uncertain future of the educa­
tional system.

At the same time the GYSU at Ibb 
University has expressed its total 
refusal of the high tuition fees. 
Students claim that university campus­
es have become places for moneygrub­
bers, which resulted in having many 
poor students, who couldn’t afford 
extra.

Yemen Airways receives its second 
Boeing 737-800 aircraft

Part of its modernization efforts, 
Yemen Airways (Yemenia) has received 
last Friday its second Boeing 737-800 
aircraft On Saturday, a reception took 
place at Sanaa Airport on this occasion 
with the presence of diplomats includ­
ing Deputy Head of Mission of the 
British Embassy Ms. Jacqueline 
Lawson-Smith, officials, businessmen, 
media figures, and prominent guests, 
who joined Yemenia its celebration.

On this occasion, Mr. Amin Al- 
Haimi, Vice General Manager for 
Commercial Affairs of Yemenia 
expressed his delight to receive the air­
craft, which he described as the safest, 
most technologically advanced, and 
most economical aircraft ever manufac­
tured. This is the second plane of its 
kind to be received by Yemenia, which 
has been focusing on providing better 
quality service with greater flexibility 
to its customers.

“This is a result of hard work and 
dedication of Yemenia’s Chairman and 
all who played a role in the success of 
this deal. We also thank H.E. President

Saleh for his continuous support to 
Yemenia.” Mr. Amin said.

This particular plane has 154 seats 
distributed on the first and economic 
classes and also has the most advanced 
entertainment and luxury facilities. 
Those new planes are supposed to 
replace the older ones which are taken 
out of service in a gradual manner.

The Yemenia administration said that 
there are plans to expand and increase 
the number of international and Middle 
Eastern destinations Yemenia will fly 
to. However, there are certain market­
ing and economic plans that need to be 
drafted before this awaited expansion.

Mr. Amin concluded by saying, “We 
have short, middle, and long-term mar-

keting plans that would promote 
Yemenia on an international level and 
would introduce new distribution and 
sales mechanisms including online tick­
eting in cooperation with other interna­
tional airlines and companies. We have 
stroke deals with several local and 
international tourism agencies to pro­
mote Yemenia on all levels, and we are 
optimistic that we will see good results 
soon.”
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Poverty alleviation strategy 

under heated debate
By Mohammed bin Sallam
Yemen Times Staff

Economic experts have expressed 
their skepticism about inability of the 
Strategy of poverty alleviation, pre­
pared by the Yemen’s Ministry of 
Planning and Development in coopera­
tion with the World Bank, to realize its 
declared goals. In a seminar organized 
by the Yemeni Center for Strategic 
Studies last Tuesday, the experts also 
criticized a number of the strategy’s 
premises.

During the symposium, participants 
have criticized this strategy which is 
according to them unrealistic. “The 
new strategy has discarded several 
aspects including, failure in the devel­
opmental processes, inability to 
achieve an economic equilibrium and 
administrative corruption at the gov­
ernmental bodies,” Taha al-Ghaseel,

professor at Sana’a University said.
Participant Dr Mohammed al­

Haweri, a professor at Sana’a 
University said that new strategy has 
heavily relied on the private sector’s 
capabilities to implement the desired 
goals.

Mansour al-Bashri, a participant, 
wondered how the strategy has entrust­
ed the task of achieving development 
of the society with the private sector 
and setting up a five-year plan for that 
sector to create 800 thousand job 
opportunities.

In this respect, Mohammed Yahya 
Assabri, a well-known writer has criti­
cized the data and information where 
the new strategy has heavily relied 
upon. He added further that the new 
strategy was inaccurate, uncertain, and 
unreliable.

He called for reconsidering the eco­
nomic reform program through inte- 

grating organizations, parties, and uni­
versities to prepare a comprehensive 
strategy for alleviating poverty.

On the other hand, Mohammed 
Assabri, a representative at the World 
Bank has defended the pros and cons 
of the poverty alleviation strategy con­
sidering its positive aspects are clearly 
seen than its negatives ones. He added 
further that the idea of preparing the 
poverty alleviation strategy had been 
still in its infancy stage. He added fur­
ther that statistics of the poverty allevi­
ation strategy and the five-year plan 
are paradoxical. “ The statistics of the 
five-year plan are inaccurate and unre­
alistic and that the strategy has heavily 
depended on the governmental statis­
tics,” he concluded.

The seminar was attended by a num­
ber of specialists and experts and was 
conducted by Chairman of the Center, 
Mohammed Ahmed al-Afandi.

Campaign to curb 
revenge lunched

Preparations are in full swing by the 
Peace House Organization to launch a 
campaign to curb the revenge phenom­
enon in Yemen starting from August 8 
and ending in early October. The cam­
paign primarily aims at raising aware­
ness among people of the devastating 
consequences of tribal revenge, which 
causes disastrous effects on the national 
level. Different tribal areas and cities 
where kidnapping and revenge inci­
dents are widely spread such as Mareb, 
Jawf, Amran, Dhamar and Baidha are

planned to be the focus of the cam­
paign.

A large number of posters and notices 
has been recently distributed pertaining 
to revenge and kidnapping and their 
negative impact on development.

Plastic art exhibitions, religious lec­
tures and sermons are to be delivered to 
raise awareness among Yemenis of the 
need to curb this evil phenomenon, 
which has distorted the image of Yemen 
abroad and caused instability for a very 
long period of time.

Al-Dhahbani responds 
to YJS statement

Ahmad Al-Dhahbani circulated last 
week a response to what has been men­
tioned about him attacking Chairman of 
the Yemeni Journalist Syndicate (YJS) 
Mr. Mahboob Ali and being suspended 
from his former position as financial 
manager of the YJS. This comes in 
response to what has been published in 
local press regarding the said dispute.

According to the 4-page response, 
the dispute that erupted between him 
and Mahboob Ali was not because 
Ahmad’s son but because of financial 

violations committed by Mahboob Ali 
during the term Ahmad was in office. 
The report accuses the YJS’s Chairman 
of several violations and claims that 
those issues were the reason for having 
his suspension.

This is the first incident of its kind in 
which Mr. Ahmed Al-Dhahbani, who is 
a well-known journalist who worked as 
the news manager of the Yemeni 
national TV channel, is accused of 
insulting another prominent personality. 

Self-exiled 
Journalists to 

return to Yemen
Several self-exiled Yemeni journal­

ists who had fled the country to Egypt 
following the 1994 civil war returned 
back to their homeland on Friday 
August 2.

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 
(YJS) had announced earlier last week 

that a new batch of Yemeni Journalists 
would be returning to Yemen soon.

The YJS indicated that among those 
journalists are Mr. Sameer Moqbil of 
the Wahdwi Newspaper and 
Mohammed Abdulhadi, MBC’s former 
correspondent in Aden.

Sales 
Tax Bill 

postponed
President Ali Abdullah Saleh has 

recently intervened and postponed the 
application of the proposed Sales Tax 
Bill until 2004. This happened despite 
the fact that the bill was already rati­
fied by the cabinet in its regular meet­
ing held in Sana’a on July 30.

The postponement of the new bill 
has come as a result of heated debates 
and objections from the Commerce 
and Industry Chamber Federation and 
the Yemeni Industrial Associations.

A few days ago, conflicting reac­
tions were observed among Yemeni 
businessmen and investors over the 
Sales Tax Bill.

Kuwaiti Health Minister 
leaves Sana’a

Dr. Mohammed Ahmed Al Jarallah, 
the Kuwaiti health minister left Sana’a 
for Kuwait on Friday August 3 after a 
short visit to Yemen. The Kuwaiti min­
ister discussed the aspects of the coop­
eration between the Yemen and 
Kuwait. The Kuwaiti minister paid a 
visit to different Yemeni cities and

some Kuwaiti-financed establishments 
like al-Wahda Hospital in Dhamar 
which is to be opened in the coming 
few months. The total cost of the proj­
ect is US $ 7 millions financed by the 
Kuwaiti Charitable Association and the 
Yemeni Government and it capacity is 
100 person.

Solidarity festival to 
support Iraq, 

Palestine, & Morocco
Organized by the Arab League 

Colleagues Union, participants at a sol­
idarity festival for Palestine and Iraq 
have declared their absolute support for 
the Palestinian issue, and condemned 
the US threat against Iraq and support­
ed Morocco concerning the disputes 
with Spain.

The solidarity festival was held on 
July 30 at Aden University amid the 
presence of the Aden Governor, Taha 
Ahmed Ghanem.

In his speech, the Governor of Aden 
spoke highly of Yemen’s stance towards 
the people in Palestine. He demanded 
the international community to put an 
end to the Israeli aggression against the 
defenseless Palestinians. Telegraphs 
were later sent to President Ali

Abdullah Saleh, the Secretary General 
of the Arab League and the Moroccan 
King.

The festival was attended by 
Abdulkareem Shaef, the Secretary 
General of the Local Council in Aden 
Governorate, Derhem Abduh Noaman, 
the Chairman of the Aden Free Zone, 
Naser Ali Naser the Vice Rector of 
Aden University, and teaching staff of 
the university.

Iran &
Yemen sign 
agreements

An executive program in the field 
of education was signed last week 
between Yemen and Iran within the 
framework of cultural, educational, 
scientific and technical agreements 
signed between the two countries in 
1992.

The agreement was signed by Fadhl 
Abu Ghanem, the Minister of 
Education after his official visit to 
Iran. The executive program will be 
implemented through exchanging 
experiences in the field of printing, 
school supplies and textbooks and 
illiteracy eradication and teaching the 
grown-ups.

Sandstorm 
encroaches 

on Aden
A heavy and mighty sandstorm 

struck Aden last Friday causing 
extremely low visibility resulting in 
stopping of traffic, closure of the 
shops and electricity outage. A 75-old 
Adeni man said that he never experi­
enced such a storm in all his life spent 
in Aden. “Aden some times gets 
struck by sandstorm but not like this 
one” the old man said with amaze­
ment.

Congratulations
Mr. Fadel Saeed 

has been recently appointed as 
Executive Assistant Manager of the 
Aden Hotel. We have always highly 
appreciated his strenuous efforts in the 
field of tourism and believe that he will 
contribute greatly to Yemen’s tourism 
industry in general and to Aden Hotel 
in particular.
On this occasion, we would like to 
thank Aden Hotel owners’ 
representative Mr. Abdulqawi Al- 
Muflehi and the hotel’s General 
Manager Mr. Fadel Al-Hilali for their 
care and dedication in encouraging the 
hotel’s qualified staff, wishing Mr. 
Fadel the best of luck in his duties.

Staff members and employees of Aden Hotel
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Chinese Army 

anniversary Celebrated
The Chinese Embassy in Sana’a cel­

ebrated the Chinese Army anniversary 
last Wednesday. The celebration was 
attended by Yemeni army bodies, 
diplomats, the attache marshals in our 
country and the new Chinese 
Ambassador to Yemen, Gao Yusheng. 
Mr. Teng Hong, the Chinese Navy, 
Military, and Air Forces attache deliv­
ered a speech in which he praised the 
Yemeni-Chinese relations and consid­
ered it historical in many ways. The 
47-year-old new Chinese Ambassador 
to Yemen joined the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry in 1975, was employed in the 
Chinese Embassy in Sana’a during 
1979-1982, worked as the Second 
Secretary for the Chinese Embassy in 
Egypt during 1988-1992, held the 
position of Chinese Embassy Advisor

to Egypt during 1996-1999 and from 
1999 up to 2002 had been working as 
an Advisor for the Foreign Ministry 
West Asia and North Africa.

Mr. Teng Hong, 
the Chinese Ambassador

Arab teachers in 
Yemen complain

Around three hundred Arab teachers 
in Sana’a, who were contracted with 
the former Islamic Scholastic 
Institutes which were integrated more 
than a year ago into the Ministry of 
Education, appealed to President

Saleh to order the related authorities to 
pay them their salaries. The teachers 
said that they were astonished to find 
their salaries for two months unjustifi­
ably withheld. The total deducted 
amount was around YR 30 million

28 dead, 227 injured 
in traffic accidents 

in one week
Statistics indicated that a staggering 

28 persons were killed and 227 injured 
in different traffic accidents around 
the country in the last week of July. 
The damage was estimated at around 
YR 5.5 million, was due to speedy 
driving and violation of traffic laws 
plus other factors.

Aden hosts tae 
kwon do Arab 
championship 
The Second Arab tae kwon champi­

onship for beginners has started yes­
terday August 4 in Aden’s closed 
arena. The competition is organized 
by the Yemeni General Union for tae 
kwon do and is financed by the 
Yemeni Youth Fund. The event will 
continue for three days until August 
7th and will include the participation 
of 14 countries, namely Yemen, 
Egypt, Kuwait, Qatar, Tunisia, 
Morocco, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, 
Libya, Jordan, Sudan, Algeria, 
Emirates, and Bahrain. Female partic­
ipants are from Morocco, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Egypt, Libya, Kuwait and 
Yemen

Emirates now operates airbus 
330-200 aircraft on Dubai-Sana’a-Dubai
Mr. Adil Al-Ghaith, Manager of 

Emirates in Yemen said that the new 
Airbus 330-200 aircraft has started 
flights in the route Dubai-Sana'a-Dubai 
in March 2002. He added that the plane 
has played an important role in increas­
ing ticket sales on Emirates due to the 
many special and unique features the 
new plane offers.

The operation of the new aircraft is 
one of the many reasons that made 
Emirates the preferred airline for in 
Yemen and worldwide

In a statement to Yemen Times, Mr. 
Adil Al-Ghaith said, “The number of 
destinations of Emirates airlines has 
increased dramatically. Perth, 
Mauritius, Osaka will be connected to

the Emirates network effective August, 
September, and October respectively.

The number of passengers flying from 
Sana'a on Emirates in the last two 
months has reached record levels, 
which resembles a steady growth of 
Emirate’s activity here in Yemen just 
as the case all over the world.

It is worth noting that the interna­
tional award winning airline Emirates 
flies from Sana'a three days a week. 
The flights are on Saturdays, Mondays 
and Wednesdays and all planes from 
Sana'a take off exactly at 8:00 in the 
morning.

Mr. Adil al-Ghaith, 
Manager of Emirates in Yemen

3rd NCPP held
Under the patronage of the 

Hadhramout Governor, Abdulqader 
Ali Helal and the Minister of Health, 
Abdunaser al-Munaibari, the 2nd 
preparatory symposium for the 3rd 
National Conference on Population 
Policies, (NCPP) titled "Alternatives 
scenarios & Future challenges” was 
held at the Hadhramout University for 
Science and Technology two weeks 
ago. The symposium was chaired by 
the Hadhramout University Rector, Ali 
Hood Baba’ad. Working papers were 
discussed by the teaching staff of the 
university. Working papers were cen­
tered on population policies, globaliza­
tion, environment, natural resources, 
emigration and urbanization, social 
services.

The symposium aims primarily at 
preparing the final report, which will 
be presented to the 3rd National 
Conference on Population Policies as a 
focal point. It also aims at reviewing 
the Yemeni experiment in crystallizing 
its national policies including its 
human, technical and financial poten­
tials with a view of achieving the 
desired goals.

The Royal Dutch/Shell Group is one of the largest integrated oil companies in the world. Our 
involvement extends to most aspects of the oil, gas, power and chemicals industry. We operate in 
more than 130 countries. In the Republic of Yemen, HASCO and Shell Marketing Y.S.C. is a 
young, growing and dynamic company engaged in the marketing and selling of high quality 
automotive and industrial lubricants.

We have 4 exciting new opportunities and invite the following job applications:

Sr. Accountant/Accountant
Reporting to Financial Controller, will be responsible for overall scrutiny of monthly transactions viz. 
sales invoices, stock transfers, expense reports, petty cash vouchers, reconciliation of bank balances, 
closing stock, receivables, payables, etc., data input into Sun system and preparing various statements 
in Excel for management information, co-ordination with Auditors. Preference will be given to a young 
and dynamic graduate with 3+ years-accounting/finance experience.

Cashier
In this position, the responsibility is for adherence to credit management & cash collection procedure 
with strict compliance to policies, control on sales booking & stock movements, banking, 
reconciliation of customers accounts, cash payments & expenses control, data input into Sun system. 
Preference will be given to honest & enthusiastic candidates with appropriate commerce qualification 
and minimum of 3+ years of cash handling/accounting experience.

Sales Representative
A very dynamic and a challenging position for a young self-motivated business graduate with proven 
sales record of at least three years from reputable companies preferably dealing in lubricants/consumer 
industry, to handle our valued lubricants distributors, expand the marketing network and to combat the 
growing competition. Willing to work anywhere in Yemen

Industrial Sales Representative
A very dynamic and a challenging position for a young self-motivated mechanical engineering 
graduate with proven sales record of at least three years from reputable companies preferably dealing in 
lubricants/consumer industry, to effective communicate with our valued industrial lubricants 
consumers, expand the network and encounter the growing competition. Willing to work anywhere in 
Yemen.

For all the above positions, we are offering competitive salaries and benefits to the right candidates 
with appropriate experience and qualifications. Preference will be given to candidates who are fluent 
both in English and Arabic. All candidates should be computer literate and come from reputable 
companies.

Are you interested?
Please send us your CV as soon as possible but before 17 August 2002 at the following address or e- 
mail to Hasm-FM@y.net.ye. You should clearly mention which of the above positions you are 
applying for. Please also attach copies of certificates and qualifications plus a recent photograph. Our 
address:

HASCO & Shell Marketing Y.S.C.
Attention of the Finance & Administration Manager

P.O. Box 19440
Sana’a

mailto:Hasm-FM@v.net.ye
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Local councils representatives in USA

By Fahmia al-Fotih 
Yemen Times Staff

H
.E. Mr. Edmund J. Hull, 
the US ambassador in 
Sana’a met on 
Wednesday July 31st 
hosted a delegation of 15 

Yemeni local council members, who 
left to the USA on Saturday the first of 
August to explore the American experi­
ence in running local government.

The ambassador welcomed the par­
ticipants and wished them all success in 
their visit, which he hoped would pro­
vide them with valuable experience 
they could use once they are back in 
Yemen.

The 15 local council members were 
carefully selected to represent various 
political parties including the Yemeni 
Socialist Party, Islah Party, and the 
General Peoples Congress Party as well 
as one independent member with no 
party affiliation. One staff member of 
the National Democratic Institute 
(NDI), which has been instrumental in 
planning for and organizing this trip, 
also joined them.

The individuals represented the fol­
lowing ten governorates: Abyan, Aden, 
Amran, Ibb, Al-Jawf, Marib, Sa’ada, 
Sana’a, Shebwa, and Taiz.

This visit is aimed at providing those 
local council members with the oppor­
tunity to learn and explore the methods 
of effective local governance and inter­
relationship among local, state, and the 

federal governments in the USA. 
Moreover, they are expected to gain 
experience in methods of enabling the 
active participation of citizens in the 
political process to effect change and 
ensure stability in government and rec­
ognize the responsibilities of locally 
elected officials to serve their con­
stituents. The delegation members are 
expected to eventually evaluate the U.S. 
political system and see what of the 
American system can be applied to the 
Yemeni system.

The visitors will also be meeting with 

elected US officials, staffers at various 
levels of government, leaders and mem­
bers of local and national citizens 
groups, representatives of the media, 
scholars, students and the other citizens.

In sum, the program is designed to 
illustrate the manner in which all levels 
of government in the United State serve 
as mechanisms that are responsive to 
citizens’ concerns.

The participants expressed their 
delight to make the trip and hence have 
the chance to be familiar with the US 
local government system.

Fatima al-Horaibi, one of the female 
members of the delegation told Yemen 
Times “I am glad to be part of this del­
egation and take part in the 
International Visitors Program so as to 
have a closer look at the American 
experience in the local council system 
in the USA and I shall try to benefit 
from my experience as Americans have 
progressed tremendously in this field."

“Here in Sanaa, we still suffer from 
centralization and feel that we are con­
nected to the central governor and I 
would like to know how we can bring 
about a smooth and gradual decentral­
ization process by exploring the US 
example.”

Ali Saleh al-Faheed, another partici­
pant said "We will be witnessing an 
advanced level experience in democrat­
ic practice. Our American friends 
resemble a good example to follow and 
we are confident that we would benefit 
greatly from our visit.”

The trip is fully sponsored by the 
International Visitors’ Program (IVP) of 
the U.S Department of State. The IVP is 
a means to introduce various aspects of 
American system in political, econom­
ic, social, and other aspects to interna­
tional visitors. Special emphasis will be 
given to the exploration of American 
life and culture. The US administration 
believes that such visits will help in 
opening new channels between the 
USA and the rest of the world not only 
for professional development but also 
for cultural learning.

US Ambassador among the Yemeni delegation at the US Embassy 
in Sanaa - Photo by Fahmia Al-Fotih

Women’s rights discussed
Yemen Times Staff

U
nder the auspices of Prime 
Minister Abdulqadir Ba 
Jammal and the President 
of the Supreme Council 
for Women, the Arab 

Sisters Forum organized on Thursday, 
the first of August a national consulta­
tive meeting under the motto "Women's 
rights between the challenge of law and 
reality”. The event was attended by Mr. 
Abdulkarim al-Arhabi Minister of 
Social Affairs, Mr. Ali Saleh Abdullah 
Deputy Minister of Social Affairs, Mrs. 
Amal al-Basha Director of the Sisters’ 
Arab Forum, Mrs. Rajani Khana 
Oxfam-Britain, Mrs. Hooria Mashoor 
Deputy Chairman of the Women’s 
National Committee, and distinguished 
participants and guests.

Mrs. Amal al-Basha, the host and 

Director of the Forum gave a welcome 
speech in which she emphasized the 
importance of organizing such a meet­
ing to raise awareness among women 
and civil society organizations as well 
as the whole society on the need to 
focus on women’s rights in Yemen. 
"This meeting aims at starting a dia­
logue to discuss an important issues 
resembled in the need to get more jus­
tice and equality for all citizens alike” 
she said.

She appealed to the government to 
modify some of the constitution’s arti­
cles that are openly considered discrim­
inative including articles on nationality, 
law of penalties, etc. "In this meeting. I 
ask the government to eliminate all 
shapes of discrimination against women 
according to the constitution’s articles 
which guarantee equality in duties and 
rights for both genders" she comment­

ed.
Mrs. Hooria Mashoor praised the cru­

cial role that the forum had played in 
such a short time in keeping pace with 
new events and global changes. Quoting 
from the Holy Quara’n. she stressed that 
Islam guarantees rights of women and 
pointed out that many families still use 
force to have their young daughters 
marry in an early age, depriving them 
from education and other rights. She 
stressed on the need to mobilize the 
frozen articles of the constitution that 
are related to women’s rights.

Then, Mrs. Rajani Khana gave a 
speech in which she said, “We are happy 
that the Republic of Yemen has signed 
the Convention to Eliminate 
Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW), which demonstrates its 
commitment to promote women’s 
rights. Moreover the Yemeni society is 
becoming increasingly aware of this 
instrument and is beginning to present 
its perspectives and viewpoints by filing 
their own Shadow Report on CEDAW 
that is going to be discussed at the forth­
coming UN special session to be held in 
New York in August.”

She added that “the workshop is an 
exciting and challenging process that 
requires transparency, trust, solidarity 
and commitment to move towards gen­
der equality in Yemen”

Mr. AbdulKarim al-Arahbi, praised 
the efforts in holding the event and 
thanked the participants by saying, “it is 
a pleasant moment to see that women 
have becomes aware of their rights and 
can frankly express their views benefit­
ing from the given democratic margin 
they have” he said.

“The government has exerted s lot of 
efforts despite Yemen’s strict and con­

servative society to enable women to 
participate in all effective sectors of life. 
We encourage women to continue in 
this path and wish them all success and 
hope they could achieve their expecta­
tions.” he concluded.

Two workshops followed the inaugu­
ration ceremony. During those work­
shops, four papers were submitted by 
Mr. Izzeddin al-Asbahi Director of the 
Human Rights Information and Training 
Center, Soha Bashreen Media Consular 
in the forum, Mrs. Amal al-Basha and 
Hooria Mashoor. Following the work­
shops, the draft of the shadow report 
was presented. Participants during the national consultative meeting

Continued from page 1:

Opposition loses SEC struggle
On the other hand, a one-week ultima­
tum was given to the opposition parties 
to present their lists in accordance with 
percentages that were given to the 
opposition parties during the former 
elections.
Abduh al-Janadi, a member and the 
Head of the Information Department of 
the SEC said that the door has been 
shut to prevent any dialogue or agree­
ments particularly with regard to set­
ting up registration committees. The 
dispute led to the postponement of the 
registration period one month. “This 
has entitled the SEC to postpone the

registration period till October instead 
of September," al-Janadi said.
During the period from August to 
October 2002 election committees are 
to be formed. Preparations are in full 
swing to train members of the election 
committees during the registration 
period to open the way for the registra­
tion period to start. All previous vot­
ers’ names will be replaced with new 
names that will be registered.
The registration period will last for 
about 120 days and will be followed by 
the final preparations to hold the elec­
tions that are scheduled for April 2003. 
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Iraqi Ambassador to YT:

“Other Arab countries will subsequently fall prey 
to the USA if a unified stance is not taken,”

By Mohammed bin Sallam 
Yemen Times staff

T
 aha Yaseen al-Basri, the 

current Iraqi Ambassador 
to Yemen graduated from 
Baghdad University, 
College of Education in 

1959. He then became a teacher fol­
lowing the outbreak of the 14 
Ramadhan Revolution in 1963. Then, 
he spent most of his life in the field of 
journalism, where he worked for about 
30 years. He worked in the field of the 
diplomatic corps for a short period of 
time and was appointed as a chief-in­
editor of Iraq’s al-Thowra official daily 
newspaper.

He was appointed Director of the 
Iraqi News Agency and then as a jour­
nalist advisor in Spain. The deputation 
period in Spain lasted for 4 years and 
was later entrusted with the diplomatic 
corps at the foreign ministry as an 
ambassador.

From 1976 to 1978, he worked as 
Deputy of the Ministry of Information 
and Culture and then as a Chairman of 
the Iraqi journalists Union for 4 years 
from 1982 to 1986.

He also occupied several positions 
as Director at foreign ministry Offices. 
Then he was appointed as a resident 
ambassador to Argentina, as a non-res­
ident ambassador in Chile and 
Uruguay and then he was appointed as 
an ambassador to Italy for a short peri­
od of time.

Later on he came back to Italy after 
which he occupied several posts in 
Qatar until 1999 when he was appoint­
ed as Ambassador to the Republic of 
Yemen.

Three years and a half have passed 
since he was appointed as an ambassa­
dor in Yemen. “During my stay in

Yemen as an ambassador, I spent 
charming years full of fond memories 
because Yemenis are so kind-hearted 
and of bright-minded. Yemenis were 
not spoiled by the modern era,” al- 
Basri said.

Al-Basri added that the Yemeni-Iraqi 
relations had been deeply rooted in the 
past. “Iraq is the first Arab country 
where Yemenis go to study particularly 
in the field of armed training and thou­
sands of Yemeni university students go 
to Iraqi universities to study in differ­
ent academic fields,” he said.

As for academic cooperation 
between Yemen and Iraq, the Iraqi 
Ambassador pointed out two kinds of 
scholarships:

1) Scholarships that have been 
granted by the state in accordance with 
agreements singed between the two 
countries.

2) Scholarships that have been 
signed between the Arab Ba'ath 
Socialist Party and the political parties 
in the political arena. It has been 
agreed that a number of limited schol­
arships should be allocated and granted 
separately for members of each politi­
cal party.

Students in Iraq are treated equally 
like any other Arab or Iraqi student. As 
a result of this, political parties have 
the desire to increase the number of 
scholarships each year.

The Yemeni-Iraqi relations have wit­
nessed considerable improvements in 
different fields whether social, politi­
cal, economic or cultural. Visits 
exchanged between the two countries 
at different levels have participated in 
consolidating those relations further. 
Recently, a trade zone agreement 
between Iraq and Yemen has been 
signed. This has opened the way for

open trade exchange and exemption of 
customs duties.

The Yemeni-Iraqi relations have 
been in continuous progress ever since 
al-Basri was appointed as an ambassa­
dor to Yemen in 1999. Yemeni-Iraqi 
trade relations were now gaining 
greater momentum. “More than 50 
Yemeni companies working in the field 
of trade have started business relations 
with Iraq. As a first step, certain 
Yemeni products are in the process of 
being exported to the Iraqi markets. 
Such products include foodstuff, deter­
gents, medicines, etc.” he added.

“Yemeni businessmen are given the 
chance to import commodities and 
goods from other Arab countries to be 
exported to the Iraqi markets as well,” 
he said.

In a question about Yemen’s stance 
towards the sanctions imposed on Iraq, 
al-Basri said that last week there was a 
solidarity festival held at the Research 
and Studies Center in support of the 
Iraqi issue. “We make every effort to 
coordinate with the concerned bodies

to give the Iraqi issue and the 
Palestinian uprising in the Arab coun­
tries their due attention,” he stated fur­
ther.

The US dominance over some of the 
Arab orders has made many countries 
submissive to enemy’s pressures. This 
has been represented by imposing the 
New World Order. In this regard, the 
Iraqi Ambassador commented, “What 
we see is that around 90% of the coun­
tries in the world are dominated by the 
New World Order led by the USA,” the 
Iraqi Ambassador said.

He further made clear that the offi­
cial stance of Yemen towards the Iraq’s 
issue is one of the most honorable, 
which manifested itself in different 
angels including the call upon the 
international community to raise sanc­
tions and its denouncing of the contin­
uous threats of attacking Iraq.

As for trade exchange between Iraq 
and Yemen, al-Basri said that Yemen 
and Iraq had signed a memorandum of 
understanding, which was also signed 
with other Arab countries that had 
trade relations with Iraq. “Iraq is now 
looking for new trade opportunities to 
export its products. As a result of sanc­
tion imposed against Iraq, we are 
unable to export our products. Iraq is 
only allowed to export oil within the 
framework of the oil for food memo­
randum,” he said.

Concerning lifting sanctions against 
Iraq, Mr. Taha said, “The President of 
Iraq once said that he doesn’t expect 
the lifting of sanctions against Iraq at 
all. Nobody can expect to lift sanctions 
sooner or later. This issue is subject to 
international and regional changes. It 
may last for a long period of time and 
we have to deal with this issue in a

careful manner. In this respect, Iraq is 
and will remain steadfast for ever.”

Unfortunately, there is no unified 
Arab stance in regard to sanctions 
because of the differences among Arab 
regimes, which reflects itself negative­
ly on Iraq.

But according to the ambassador, 
there are some shining and promising 
examples such as Saudi Arabia’s stance 
towards the imposed sanctions and its 
stance concerning the latest US threats

to strike Iraq, which is a new promising 
development. “I hope from the bottom 
of my heart that Saudi Arabia’s stance 
will be the same of all other countries. 
What has been declared by H.H. 
Prince, Saood al-Faisal of opposing 
any strike against Iraq is a promising 
step forward,” he said. He added that 
defending Iraq means defending the 
whole Arab nation. “Iraq is not the only 
target. Other Arab countries will subse­
quently fall prey to the USA if a unified 
stance is not taken,” he concluded.

Taha Yaseen al-Basri Public institutions’ 
survey started

The field survey for public institu­
tions for the year 2002 started last 
Monday with a campaign to count 
and inspect governmental buildings 
and structures all over the country. 
This is part of the labor market infor­
mation program activities in coopera­
tion with the Social Fund, Central 
Statistical Authority and UNDP. The 
survey is being carried out with the 
participation of 106 researchers and 
chief of specialists of the Central 
Statistical Authority and the Ministry 
of Social Affairs. The survey aims at 
providing a complete database on all 
governmental institutions to improve 
labor offices services and to calculate 
small, middle and large public institu­
tions in main cities and rural areas. 
The survey includes the inspection of 
more than 600 establishments in main 
cities and more than 453 in rural 
areas.

It is worth mentioning that the

financial budget allocated for the cur­
rent survey will be about YR. 
13,448,400 for the first stage of the 

'survey, while the budget for the sec­
ond stage will only be certain upon 
evaluation of the first stage’s imple­
mentation.

The source of financing for the sur­
vey will be as follows: the UNDP will 
be providing $124,000 (around YR 
21,452.400), of which YR 13,448,400 
of it will be allocated for financing 
the initial installations survey stage 
and YR. 8,004,000 of the UNDP’s 
provided amount will be allocated for 
the survey implementation stage, 
documents preparation and training. 
Similarly, the Social Fund for 
Development contributed an amount 
of at most $126,000 to finance the 
field implementation survey of the 
2nd stage, office and mechanical 
equipments, and for printing the final 
results of the survey.

Thirty six years since HE, Shiekh, Sultan bin Zaed became the President of the UAE:

UAE celebrates
By Yasser al-Mayassi
Yemen Times staff

T
he United Arab Emirate will 
be celebrating this week the 
36th anniversary of His 
Highness Shiekh Zaed bin 
Sultan’s accession to presi­

dency on August 6, 1966.
Shiekh Zaed bin Sultan was able to 

develop the UAE in all social, econom­
ic, cultural, political, and educational 
fields. At the educational level for 
example, the UAE advanced rapidly and 
has become among the highest nations 
in the world in terms of literacy rates.

Education has been one of the major 
priorities that Sheikh Zaed has been giv­
ing importance, resulting in a generation 
with high educational standards. More 
than million and a half students study at 
more than 1,072 schools. In addition to 
this, more than 17,000 university stu­
dents study at the UAE universities. 
Apart from that, thousands of higher 
studies UAE students have been sent 
overseas to pursue quality studies in the 
USA, UK, Ireland, and other countries.

Priority has been given to healthcare 
services as well. An increasing number 
of hospitals emerged as man is consid­
ered the main factor and powerhouse in

building the nation.
At the developmental and industrial 

level, the UAE has witnessed dramatic 
transitions in this vital part. More than 
11 industrial complexes have been 
established to meet the needs of differ­
ent sectors of the community.

Despite difficult climatic circum­
stances and scarcity of water, the UAE 
has achieved a basic infrastructural 
foundation for agriculture. Date palm 
industry has been ranked first among 
other agricultural products. It is there­
fore exported to different countries of 
the world.

The UN’s reports have confirmed that 
the UAE has achieved the highest 
growth rates of human development 
parallel to that of advanced countries. 
Highly developed social and economi­
cal programs have been implemented 
with a view of improving the standards 
of living of all citizens.

The UAE has been also progressing 
in all aspects by leaps and bounds 
enabling it to reach standards of 
advanced countries in many domains. In 
this regard, mass communication has 
greatly contributed to the political and 
social stability. The UAE mass media 
has been uniquely upgraded. The func­
tions of wire services, weekly maga­
zines, and monthly journals in the UAE 
have all been affected by the character 
of newspapers.

Public as well as private satellite 
services have been established with the 
aim of keeping in line with information 
technology in this globalization era.

The UAE has paid full attention to the 
protected areas. This was done with a 
view of reestablishing equilibrium 
between man and environment.

At the international level, the UAE 
has established strong relations with 
many countries of the world. The first 
Supreme Council of the GCC was held 
in Abu Dhabi, the UAE capital, which 
was the place where unforgettable 
stances towards supporting Palestinians 
emerged.

Yemeni-UAE relations
The Yemeni-UAE relations have wit-

nessed considerable growth in different 
vital fields as both countries have been 
seeking to improve these relations for 
the better.

Thirty million US dollars have been 
allocated for the second phase of Marib 
Dam project by Abu Dhabi 
Development Fund, which also 
financed several vital projects in 
Yemen. The second phase of the Marib 
dam includes the implementation of 
water channels estimated at 66 km long 
with the aim of irrigating wide agricul­
tural lands ranging from 4,000 to 5,000 
hectares.

The Yemen-UAE trade, economic 
and investment relations have flour­
ished significantly in a time Yemen is 
entitled to join some of the institutions 
of the GCC.

Capitalists as well as company own­
ers in the UAE have shown great inter­
est to invest their capitals in the avail­
able investment opportunities in Yemen 
in the field of oil and mineral wealth.

Abu Dhabi Development Fund has 
agreed to accept private bids to imple­
ment certain projects. At the same time, 
steps are being taken to hand over the 
contracts to initiate implementing the 
Mareb Dam project with a view of aug­
menting the agricultural products.

The UAE has made great contribu­
tions to establish the first phase of the 
Marib Dam, which contributed tremen­
dously to the agricultural production of 
the governorate of Mareb throughout 
the last two decades as the region has 
restored its agricultural reputation in 
growing different kinds of crops.

Shiekh Zaed bin sultan

New bill for expatriates ratified
By Mahyoob al-Kamali
Yemen Times Staff

A bill that offers services, privileges 
and priorities to expatriates has been 
ratified by the parliament last week. 
The new bill comprises rehabilitating 
investment zones, housing areas and 
industrial complexes. The bill aims pri­
marily to attract the Yemeni expatri­
ates’ capitals to be invested in vital 
investment fields available in the free 
zone and other productive sectors.

According to the bill, the Yemeni 
government will provide necessary 
information, legal consulting, techni­
cal aspects and publications with a 
view of attracting expatriates’ capitals.

The new bill will allow the Yemeni 
expatriates to bring their private cars 
during their visit to Yemen along with

non-trade presents for only one year.
Tourist programs along with allocat­

ed pieces of lands and housing areas 
for the Yemeni expatriates have been 
entrusted with the concerned bodies.

The bill has exempted Yemeni expa­
triates from customs duties when 
bringing their furniture and other per­
sonal equipment. Only 50% of custom 
duties have been exempted in case 
expatriates bring their commercial 
equipment with them.

The new bill is considered a positive 
step towards attracting capitals of 
Yemeni expatriates to be invested in 
Yemen. The new bill also grants 
Yemeni expatriates additional privi­
leges, which are not available in the 
Investment Law. It is expected that the 
new bill will also strengthen the expa­
triates’ cling to their homeland.



Arab/Middle East 5 August 2002 7

Powell still plans 
to meet Palestinians
JERUSALEM, Aug 3 (Reuters) - 

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell 
said on Saturday he still hoped to meet 
Palestinian leaders next week despite 
the bombing of a Jerusalem university 
that drew swift military retaliation 
from Israel.

Israel responded to the deadly uni­
versity bombing by sending troops into 
a militant Palestinian stronghold in the 
West Bank city of Nablus, demolishing 
houses of the families of Palestinian 
suicide attackers.

Powell condemned Palestinian 
attacks and mourned those killed, 
including five Americans and two 
Israelis who died in this week’s blast at 
a Hebrew University cafeteria, but said 
the sides “can’t give up" efforts to end 
22 months of bloodshed.

“We can’t walk away from it. We 
must continue to try to find a path for­
ward,” Powell told a news conference 
in Manila near the end of an eight­
nation Asia tour. He made clear no 
dates or participants had been set.

Tensions on the ground continued on 
Friday as Israeli troops backed by 
tanks poured into the centre of Nablus, 
killing three Palestinians and seizing at 
least 30 suspects in what the army said 
was an effort to root out a “local terror 
network”.

Soldiers went from house to house in 
the Casbah, or Old City, smashing 
holes in connecting walls to avoid 
exposure to gunmen outside, as they 
searched for militants.

The army also demolished the hous­
es of families of militants and started to 
deport their relatives.

Bulldozers and army engineers razed 
four homes in three West Bank towns, 
at least three of which belonged to rel­
atives of suicide attackers.

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
condemned as a crime against humani­
ty the demolitions that left dozens

homeless.
“I am asking for quick international 

intervention from the United Nations. 
If they are not able to send forces, they 
should send observers,” Arafat said in 
the West Bank city of Ramallah.

Powell intends to meet Palestinians
Senior Palestinian negotiator Saeb 

Erekat said last week he expected to 
visit Washington for talks on August 5 
and 6 with Abdel Razzak al Yahya, the 
new interior minister also in charge of 
Palestinian security forces, and Trade 
Minister Maher al-Masri.

The meeting would be the most sen­
ior contact between the U.S. adminis­
tration and Palestinian Authority since 

President George W. Bush called in 
June for Yasser Arafat to be sidelined 
as Palestinian leader.

The United States has said Arafat 
can empower his officials to speak on 
his behalf at negotiations to push for­
ward reforms that Bush said must take 
place before Washington would sup­
port the immediate creation of a 
Palestinian state.

In an effort to stop further attack­
ers, an Israeli general signed orders on 
Thursday for the deportation from the 
West Bank to the fenced-in Gaza Strip 
of the brothers of two militants.

Israeli officials facing internation­
al criticism for the decision said they 
would deport only family members

who were
accomplices to the attacks.

A committee considering whether 
to approve deportation orders would 
resume its deliberations on Sunday, 
Army radio said. Lawyers for the two 
men said they would appeal to the

Supreme Court if the decree was not 
revoked.

The bodies of two of the Americans 
were flown home on Friday as the FBI 
launched an investigation into the 
attack, which drew words of outrage 
from U.S. President George W. Bush.

At least 1,477 Palestinians and 574 
Israelis have been killed since a 
Palestinian uprising began in 
September 2000.

Israeli army tanks are positioned in the Old City of the West Bank city of Nablus August 3, 2002. REUTERS

EU to monitor Turkish 
reform package closely
BRUSSELS, Aug 3 (Reuters) - The 

EU said on Saturday it would closely 
monitor the implementation of a 
major reform package passed by 
Turkey’s parliament, which abolishes 
the death penalty in peacetime to pre­
pare the country for EU membership.

The European Union’s executive 
Commission said it welcomed the 
reforms “as an important signal of the 
determination of the majority of 
Turkey’s political leaders towards fur­
ther alignment to the values and stan­
dards of the European Union”.

It added, however, that the reform 
package needed to be “carefully 
analysed in order to fully assess its 
impact”.

“Moreover, much will depend on its 
practical implementation that will be 
closely monitored in the months to

come,” it said in a statement.
The Commission will present an 

assessment in the autumn.
The human rights reforms approved 

on Saturday include ending punish­
ments for criticism of the armed 
forces and other pillars of the Turkish 
establishment, outlawing organ and 
people smuggling and easing restric­
tions on the Kurdish language.

The package was rushed through 
parliament by pro-EU forces who 
wanted to complete the reforms 
before campaigning starts for a gener­
al election on November 3. The pack­
age now only needs the president’s 
ratification, expected to be a formali- 
ty.

Ankara wants the European Union 
to set a date by the end of the year for 
Turkey to start membership talks.

Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit casts a vote during parliamentary 
debate on a series of human rights reforms designed to help Turkey meet EU 
membership criteria in Ankara early August 3, 2002. REUTERS

Bomb thrown at Fatah 
member’s home in 

Lebanon camp
BEIRUT, Aug 3 (Reuters) - A hand 

grenade exploded outside the house of 
a Fatah member in Lebanon’s Ain el- 
Hilweh Palestinian refugee camp on 
Saturday, the second explosion in the 
camp in two days, a Fatah official 
said.

The explosion damaged the house 
of a member of Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat’s Fatah faction, but no 
injuries were reported. The man, his 
wife and two sons were asleep inside 
at the time, the official said.

A small bomb had exploded on 
Friday at the home of a Fata official in 
the camp, causing damage but no 
injuries.

The Fatah official said he did not 
know who was responsible for the 
attack, or why the man was targeted.

The Ain el-Hilweh refugee camp is 
the largest of a dozen camps that are 
home to an estimated 350,000 
Palestinian refugees and are effective­
ly under the control of Palestinian fac­
tions.

VACANCY
ANNOUNCEMENT
A vacancy for a General Physician (Internist) holding M.D., 
Degree with an experience of five years or a doctor with 
experience not less than ten years who is capable of handling 
diagnostic endoscope and ultra sound is required to work at Al- 
Hekma Hospital in Taiz. Moreover she/he should had training 
courses in this field.
Selected doctor would be entirely dedicated for a full time work 
in the hospital.

Contact Tel: 04-240911/12, Fax: 04-240831
E-Mail: hekmahco@y.net.ye

U.S. says Iraq 
offer does not alter 

view on Saddam
LONDON, Aug 3 (Reuters) - The 

United States said on Saturday Iraq’s 
offer of talks on U.N. arms inspectors 
did not alter its ultimate goal of seeing 
President Saddam Hussein removed 
from power.

“We continue to favour the reintro­
duction of the inspectors and we are 
supporting them as much as we can,” 
U.S. Undersecretary of State John 
Bolton told BBC radio. “But...our pol­
icy at the same time insists on regime 
change in Baghdad.

“That policy will not be altered 
whether the inspectors go in or not,” 
added Bolton, Washington’s arms con­
trol expert.

“The real question is the removal of 
Saddam Hussein and his continuing 
threat to peace and security in the 
region.”

In a letter to U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan on Thursday, Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Naji Sabri invited chief arms 
inspector Hans Blix to Baghdad for 
talks.

Hinting that Iraq might allow 
inspectors back, Sabri said the talks 
could “establish a solid basis” for the 
next stage of monitoring and inspec­
tion activities.

The letter was sent in a week that 
U.S. President George W. Bush repeat­
ed his commitment to a “regime 
change” in Iraq and his determination 
to look at “all options...all tools" to 
oust the Iraqi leader”.

Bolton said the U.S. position on Iraq 
— dubbed by Bush along with Iran 
and North Korea as an “axis of evil” 
— had not changed since the 
September 11 attacks on New York 
and Washington.

“I don’t think our policy is tied to 
September 11, although we continue to 
explore what linkages there might be 
between Saddam and al Qaeda,” he 
said.

“The threat that Saddam represents 
to our interests, the interests of our 
friends and neighbours in the region 
and to peace and security at large is 
what motivates us to think that regime 
change is the only way to eliminate 
that threat,” he added.

Bolton refused to be drawn on how 
Saddam might be removed from 
power.

“There are all kinds of ways for 
regime change to take place,” he said. 
“The Iraqi opposition has long felt that 
the country is really burdened intolera­
bly by Saddam Hussein’s presence in 
Baghdad, and that opposition contin­
ues to grow.”

Bolton added that time was pressing 
and the United States was confident it 
would have adequate support for what­
ever action it might eventually decide 
to take.

NATO-member Turkey and Jordan, 
which both border Iraq, have this week 
have expressed concerns about U.S. 
plans for war against Iraq.

Vacancy
ADNANCO

The exclusive distributor of Oce & Rex-Rotary in the 
R.O.Y. has the pleasure to announce the following vacant 
posts:

(Two Technicians for Repairing Photography 
copier machine and office equipments)

Candidates should meet the following requirements:
Arabic and English fluent.
Five years experience in the relevant field.
Computer familiars are preferable.

The nominated persons will get the following pil­
lages:

- Intensive Courses in Oce, Dutch mechanisms and 
systems.

- Intensive Courses in English Rex-rotary apparatus.
- Excellent salaries.
- Premiums and bond according to performance.

Interested personalties should submit their 
CVs to the following address:

Sana’a - Zubiery St. Asser/ Tel. 209082, Fax. 207014, 
P.O. Box 3882

mailto:hekmahco@y.net.ye
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Iran and Saudi say oppose 
any U.S. attack on Iraq

TEHRAN, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal 
arrived in Iran on a one-day visit on 
Saturday as the two former foes said 
they opposed any possible U.S. military 
attack on their common neighbour Iraq.

Prince Saud told reporters at 
Tehran’s airport that he would deliver a 
written message from Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah to President 
Mohammad Khatami at a meeting later 
on Saturday.

“We have a common position with 
Iran,” Iran’s state television quoted 
Prince Saud as saying.

“We oppose any military attack 
against Islamic and regional countries 
and we are both opposed to any 
American military attack against Iraq.”

The United States is debating an 
attack on Iraq to topple President 
Saddam Hussein, seen as a threat due to 
his alleged efforts to develop weapons 
of mass destruction.

Prince Saud also welcomed Iraq’s 
offer on Thursday for the chief U.N. 
weapons inspector, barred since 1998, 
to return to Baghdad for technical talks.

“The return of U.N. weapons inspec­
tors is the most appropriate way to 
ensure the safety of Iraq and its peo­
ple,” the state-run Saudi Press Agency 
quoted him as saying.

Iran, which fought a 1980-88 war 
with Iraq, has repeatedly urged

Baghdad to meet U.N. demands and 
eliminate any weapons of mass destruc­
tion.

Unlike Iran, Saudi Arabia is a key 
U.S. ally in the Middle East, but the 
conservative kingdom fears an attack 
on Iraq would bring instability to the 
volatile oil-rich region.

Iran fears an attack to oust Saddam 
would set a precedent for the U.S. 
superpower to use force to remove any 
government it dislikes.

The Islamic republic has been 
placed, along with Iraq and North 
Korea, in President George W. Bush’s 
so-called “axis of evil" and some U.S.

officials have called for a change of 
regime in Tehran.

Relations between major oil produc­
ers Iran and Saudi Arabia have 
improved since the 1997 election of 
moderate Khatami, after nearly two 
decades of political and ideological ten­
sions.

Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal (L) meets with Iranian President Mohammad Khatami in Tehran 
August 3, 2002. REUTERS

Angola’s 
UNITA 
rebels 

disband 
their 

military 
wing

LUANDA, Aug 3 (Reuters) - The 
military wing of Angola’s once feared 
UNITA rebel movement has disband­
ed, the latest stage in a peace process 
started after the death in combat of the 
group’s charismatic founder, Jonas 
Savimbi.

Angop, the government’s official 
news agency, said on Saturday the dis­
banding took place at a ceremony in 
the capital Luanda on Friday.

“UNITA military forces were Friday 
officially disbanded," Angop said.

The disbanding was originally 
scheduled for July 20 but that deadline 
was missed, raising concerns about a 
possible setback to peace in the south­
west African nation that has known lit­
tle but ruinous civil war since inde­
pendence from Portugal in 1975.

Angop said 18 UNITA generals were 
commissioned and integrated into the 
Angolan army.

It said 5,000 UNITA soldiers would 
be assimilated into the regular armed 
forces and close to 80,000 other former 
fighters would be demobilised and 
integrated into civilian life.

Analysts have said only about 
10,000 to 15,000 UNITA soldiers were 
still active in the bush when the two 
sides signed a historic ceasefire in 
April, triggered by Savimbi's death in 
a gun battle in February.

But it remains unclear how many 
have actually laid down their arms and 
UNITA is said to have deep political 
divisions.

UNITA was pounded into submis­
sion by a “scorched earth” policy that

saw government forces drive peasants 
off the land, depriving the rebels of 
vital food supplies.

But aid workers say that strategy has 
put tens of thousands of people at risk 
from starvation.

The war in the oil and diamond rich 
nation is believed to have killed about 
a million people and displaced millions 
more.

One of its worst legacies lies beneath 
its fertile soil in the form of landmines, 
which are strewn across the country.

S.African president congratulates 
Great Lake nations on peace deal
JOHANNESBURG, Aug. 2 (Xinhua) 

— South African President Thabo 
Mbeki congratulated the Great Lake 
nations on the moves to bring peace to 
the region, the South African Press 
Association reported on Friday.

The peace deal signed this week by 
the governments of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) and 
Rwanda was a rare gift of hope, said 
Mbeki in the African National 
Congress’ online publication.

“We must take this opportunity once 
again to convey our salute to the gov­
ernments of the DRC and Rwanda as 
well as the UN for the positions they 
have taken to ensure the speediest pos­
sible resolution of the conflict in the

DRC.”
“I am certain that our government 

and people will spare no effort in the 
attempt to move the Great Lakes and 
Africa to a stable peace,” Mbeki said.

DRC president Joseph Kabila and his 
Rwandan counterpart Paul Kagame 
signed the pact in South Africa’s admin­
istrative capital, Pretoria, on Tuesday.

They also endorsed a plan to put the 
pact into action within 90 days.

The agreement provides for the with­
drawal of some 20,000 Rwandan troops 
from the eastern part of the DRC, while 
the Rwanda Hutu rebels hiding out in 
this region would be rounded up, dis­
armed and repatriated at the same time 
limit.

Mbeki said the Great Lakes region 
appeared to be entering a time of peace, 
and the relatively short period set for 
the plan demonstrated the resolve of the 
two governments to speedily end the 
conflict.

“Of great importance with regard to 
all these matters is that, whatever the 
problems, all indications suggest that 
the Great Lakes area stands poised to 
break into a period of peace,” he said.

“This is of great importance to the 
same question of peace and stability in 
our continent as a whole.”

He said it was clear that ending the 
conflict in the DRC would have imme­
diate implications for the peace process 
in Burundi.

Sudan’s Bashir confident 
on ceasefire - media

KUALA LUMPUR Aug 3 (Reuters) 
Sudan’s President Omar Hassan al- 
Bashir is confident talks set this month 
with the country’s main rebel group will 
bring a ceasefire that ends the 19-year- 
old civil war, Malaysian media reported 
on Saturday. Sudan and the southern 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) made a breakthrough last month 
to end the conflict that has killed two 
million people, and plan to thrash out a 
comprehensive peace deal in talks in 
mid-August. The war broadly pits the 
Islamic government in the Arabic-speak­
ing north against the SPLA which seeks 
autonomy for the mainly Christian or

animist south. The conflict has been 
complicated by oil, ethnicity and ideolo­
gy. “It is hoped that a ceasefire agree­
ment would be agreed on once the par­
ties meet in Kenya (later this month),” 
Bashir said at an international meeting in 
Malaysia, the Bernama news agency 
reported.

Bashir was attending the Global 2002 
Langkawi International Dialogue, a 
forum for developing nations hosted by 
Malaysia.

Despite the peace initiative, aid work­
ers said this week that Sudan launched a 
major offensive in the south with thou­
sands of displaced people.

The SPLA said more than 1,000 peo­
ple had been killed, although there was 
no independent confirmation of the 
fighting. “Once peace is achieved, the 
economic potential of Sudan will be 
unlocked, thus allowing Sudan to play 
its natural role as a powerful economic 
engine of Africa,” Bashir said.

The July 20 breakthrough saw the two 
sides agree giving the south the option of 
breaking away from Khartoum rule, with 
a referendum to be held in six years.

Bashir, who heads an Islamic govern­
ment which came to power in 1989, said 
both sides would prefer to keep Sudan 
together.

Nigeria to 
postpone election 
for second time

LAGOS, Aug 3 (Reuters) - 
President Olusegun Obasanjo said on 
Saturday Nigeria’s local elections, the 
first polls since military rule ended in 
1999, could not be held on August 10 
as scheduled because preparations 
were not complete.

Obasanjo said in a monthly national 
radio talk show that governors respon­
sible for local elections in the coun­
try’s 36 states had decided the poll 
would have to be put off for the second 
time to allow revision of the voters’ 
register.

The polls were originally to have 
taken place in April, but were put back 
for the same reason.

Obasanjo said he was discussing the 
electoral crisis with political leaders 
on Friday when a spokesman for the 
governors came in and said: “By con­
sensus we’ve decided that August 10 
is unrealistic.” The governors have yet

to decide a new date.
The postponement marks a major 

setback for the democratic process in 
oil-producing Nigeria, a country of 
120 million that has not managed a 
successful transition between elected 
governments since independence from 
Britain in 1960. It could also affect 
presidential, national and gubernatori­
al elections early next year.

Any election would take place 
against a background of Nigeria’s 
worst cycle of violence for decades, in 
which an estimated 10,000 people 
have died in three years. The end of 15 
years of military dictatorship in 1999 
released the pressure cooker of long 
suppressed grievances, leading to 
bloody outbreaks of ethnic and reli­
gious clashes across the country.

Political unrest has surged, notably 
since Obasanjo declared his re-elec­
tion bid in April.

Vacancy Re-announcement
(for second time)

The Al-Mahra Rural Development Project financed by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
announces its need to fill the following International Post.

Terms of Reference

Project title: Al-Mahra Rural Development Project
Post title: Adviser to the Project manager (International)
Contracted by: PMU
Duration: 18 months
Duty Station: Al-Ghayhah with extensive field travel.

Background
The Government of Yemen has received IFAD loan No. 528YE to finance Al-Mahra Rural Development Project and 
appointed UNOPS as cooperating agency. The overall project goal is to improve the wellbeing of participating 
smallholder households and rural communities through their engagement in the productive and sustainable use of their 
natural resource bases. To help achieve this goal, project investment will aim to (a) support the development of more self- 
reliant communities and strengthen the partnerships between all stakeholders in the economic development of Al-Mahra; 
(b) strengthen the capacity of male and female farmers and fishermen and their communities, particularly disadvantaged 
groups, to determine, access and use appropriate resources, technology and rural credit for agriculture, fisheries and 
livestock development; and (c) to build knowledge and capacity in public and private institutions and enterprises in Al- 
Mahra to deliver equitable, sustainable and profitable financial and technical services to the rural community. Overall 
investment will be geared toward ensuring a community and private sector-led primary industries sector in Al-Mahra that 
understands its natural resource base and uses it profitably and sustainable.

Qualification
The Adviser to the Project Manager shall have a PhD degree in Agriculture Economics or a related science. He/she 
will have at least 20 years experience in the Project Planning, implementation and management of Participatory 
development projects. Good communication skills fluency in Arabic and English and mastery of computer techniques, 
spreadsheet and database software (in particular MS Excel and MS Access) and good reporting techniques is required.

Duties and Responsibilities
Under the instruction of the Project Director and in close contact with the community development teams, the consultant 
shall:

• Assist The Project Director in day-to-day management of the project, embracing financial, technical and 
administrative programmes;

• Advise the Community Development Team on alternative approaches to community-based development and 
assist them to develop flexible and pragmatic approaches to the development of Social Agreements;

• Provide training for CDC and Society members in group formation and management;
• Train and assist the Monitoring and Evaluation adviser to identify key performance indicators, and prepare 

cost/benefit analysis and prepare community based monitoring activities;
• Assist PMU in planning and implementing the Strategic Planning Workshop;
• Maintain a broad oversight of project implementation suggesting new strategies and programmes as and when 

required.

Interested Applicants should submit their CVs plus their proposal for monthly remuneration not later than 30 days 
from the date of announcement in the newspaper to the following address: Project Director of Al-Mahra Rural 
Development Project; Headquarter office al-Ghaydha Fax No. 00967 5 611295 Tel: 00967 5 611297 or Sana’a 
Office at Al-Kaoulani Building, department No. 14, 2nd floor, Tel-fax No. 00967 1 205467.
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India says Pakistani 

shelling kills three soldiers
SRINAGAR, India, Aug 3 (Reuters) - 

At least three Indian soldiers were 
killed in Kashmir when Indian and 
Pakistani troops exchanged “heavy” 
fire across a military line that divides 
the disputed region between the two 
countries, a senior army official said on 
Saturday.

“There is lot of firing going on both 
sides (in Kupwara sectors), we have lost 
a JCO (Junior Commissioned Officer) 
and two men,” Lieutenant-General, V. 
G. Patankar told reporters.

“This time it (shelling) could be 
because infiltration is going on, it (infil­
tration) has started,” Patankar, chief of 
15 Corps of Indian army operating in 
the Kashmir Valley, added.

Kashmir is at the heart of a military 
standoff between the two nuclear-armed 
rivals India and Pakistan as New Delhi 
battles a separatist revolt in the state.

India accuses Pakistan of pushing 
Muslim rebels into Kashmir under the 
cover of artillery shelling. Pakistan

denies the charge and says it provides 
only moral support to the separatists.

Islamabad also says infiltration has 
stopped.

Close to a million soldiers are still 
massed along the border between the 
two nuclear rivals and the shelling 
comes after India announced on Friday 
dates for holding elections in the rebel­
lious Jammu and Kashmir state.

The soldiers were killed late on 
Friday evening in Tangdar which is near 
the Line of Control in Kashmir’s 
Kupwara district 87-km (54-miles) 
northwest of Srinagar, the summer cap­
ital of the violence-racked state.

India has said it would view 
Pakistan’s actions in the vote run-up as 
“litmus test” of its pledge to curb mili­
tancy.

New Delhi sees the election as a way 
to bring peace and establish its legiti­
macy in the Himalayan region but sepa­
ratists plan to boycott the poll and some 
militants have threatened to kill candi­

dates and voters.

Four killed in gunbattle
Officials say there was a brief lull in 

violence in Kashmir after Pakistan 
pledged in late May to halt militant 
incursions into Indian Kashmir from its 
soil.

But they say the violence is now back 
at previous levels.

Elsewhere in the state, two Indian 
paramilitary soldiers and two rebels 
were killed in a gunbattle on Friday 
night in Malpora village west of 
Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu 
and Kashmir a police spokesman said.

Nearly a dozen militant groups are 
fighting New Delhi’s rule in Jammu and 
Kashmir. India's only Muslim-majority 
state.

More than 33,000 people have been 
killed in separatist violence in the 
region since the rebellion broke out in 
1989. Separatists put the death toll clos­
er to 80,000.

Vultures scare 
Bangladesh 

flood victims
MANIKGANJ, Bangladesh, Aug 3 

(Reuters) - About half of Bangladesh 
is underwater from the worst monsoon 
flooding in years and officials say the 
death toll is about 70 — small com­
pared to floods in 1988 that killed 
more than 3,500 people.

The extent of flood-related diseases 
or illness such as diarrhoea has been 
relatively small, officials say but med­
ical officers warn the situation may 
change for the worse when floodwa­
ters recede fully.

And it is the worry about what could 
happen next that was foremost on the 
minds of villagers in Manikganj, 65 
km (40 miles) from the Bangladesh 
capital.

In the flooded areas, people are con­
cerned about a shortage of drinking 
water and their crops being damaged 
by the deluge.

Agriculture officials have yet to 
make an estimate of losses but say the 
damage to the rice crop may be exten­
sive if the floods continue through this 
month. Bangladesh has not suffered a 
famine since 1974 and the country has 
produced bumper rice crops in the past 
four years.

Many villagers have stockpiled food 
in preparation for the annual floods but 
if they last longer than usual or dam­
age to crops is greater than estimated, 
they would be in trouble.

Bangladeshi farmers process harvested jute plants in flood-hit Manikganj 65 
km (40 miles) northwest of the Bangladesh capital Dhaka, August 2, 2002.

REUTERS

Calls for Afghan arms 
amnesty fall on deaf ears

Residents of Jaghatu district sit with an Afghan policeman (3rdL) before turning over their weapons to government 
officials in Wardak Province, 125 kilometres (80 miles) southeast of Kabul, in this photo taken August 2, 2002.

REUTERS

KABUL, Aug 3 (Reuters) - In a 
country where owning arms is seen as 
a fundamental right, it was little won­
der that a government delegation 
returned to the Afghan capital at the 
weekend with little to show for a rural 
amnesty on personal arms.

“We got a few guns...maybe around 
10," said one Western diplomat who 
accompanied the mission to Jaghatu in 
Wardak province, around 125 kms (80 
miles) southeast of the capital.

“But you definitely had the feeling 
that there were a lot more around, hid­
den away somewhere for when they 
might be needed," he said on Saturday.

The government last week ordered 
Afghans not attached to a recognisable 
branch of the national army to hand in 
any weapons, but few believe the regu­
lation will result in anything more than 
a handful of old muskets or broken 
rifles being surrendered.

“We know that it may seem a hope, 
but we have to start somewhere,” said 
an official from the Afghan defence 
ministry. “Anyway, even if it just 
makes people hide them away, it will 
be better.”

Their first high-profile arms gather­

ing trip to the countryside turned into a 
farce on Friday.

After a long bumpy drive to 
Jaghatu, government officials includ­
ing Interior Minister Taj Mohammad 
Wardak gave a series of lofty speeches 
urging the populace to surrender all 
weapons and put their trust in the 
national army.

The visit yielded slim pickings — 
which one cynic even suggested had 
been brought along by the delegation 
for just that eventuality.

“Here every man is born a soldier,” 
wrote Lady Sale, the wife of the com­
mander of British forces in 
Afghanistan, in 1842. “Every Afghan 
is armed with three or four knives of 
different sizes...pistols and a jezail 
(rifle).”

Those weapons were used to deadly 
effect by the Afghans against the 
British in those times, and the country 
has time and again united to fend off 
invaders — the latest being the decade- 
long Soviet occupation from 1979.

“They infuriated their opponents by 
either stealing their weapons or copy­
ing them to perfection,” wrote Victoria 
Schofield in her book “Every rock,

every hill”.
“Whereas they used Martini-Henrys 

and Lee-Enfields against the British in 
the 19th and 20th centuries, they have 
automatic Kalashnikovs to use against 
the Russians, for they steal and repro­
duce the rifles of their enemies with 
dexterity.”

Gerald Curtis, a political officer in 
Afghanistan in the 1930s, said this tra­
dition of bearing arms came about 
because the country had rarely enjoyed 
a strong central government, leaving 
each man to defend himself, his family 
and tribe.

“It can be argued that in a country 
where there is no Government to 
enforce sanctions on those whose con­
duct is injurious to others, the blood 
feud spares as much life as it destroys.”

That lack of strong central govern­
ment is what still drives Afghans today 
to stash a weapon or two somewhere 
around their home, analysts say.

President Hamid Karzai has said 
improving security is essential to drag­
ging Afghanistan out of 23 years of 
occupation and conflict and revitalis­
ing a shattered economy.

Thousands of Indonesian 
Muslims rally for Islamic law

JAKARTA, Aug 3 (Reuters) - About 
5,000 Indonesian Muslims marched 
peacefully through Jakarta on 
Saturday, calling for the nationwide 
imposition of Islamic sharia law to 
rescue the country from its many ills.

Chanting “God is Greatest” and car­
rying placards that read “we miss 
sharia”, the crowd marched through 
central Jakarta to the top legislature, 
which is holding its annual session.

There, they urged legislators meet­
ing on Saturday to change the consti­
tution to introduce sharia across the 
world’s most populous Muslim 
nation, which has overwhelmingly 
moderate religious views. The crowd 
dispersed peacefully after midday.

Conservative Muslim legislators, as 
they have in recent years, are expect­
ed to submit proposed constitutional 
changes during the assembly’s 10-day 
annual session that would recognise 
sharia. That effort has failed to get 
much support in the past and key par­
ties have already rejected the idea this 
time around.

“Save Indonesia with sharia,” 
shouted hundreds of teenaged girls in 
white veils, as police cleared a path 
through the mid-morning traffic.

Older women carried babies in 
slings or pushed their children along 
in the odd pram.

Over the past 10 years, mosque 
attendance has risen and Islam 
become more important to the identity 
of Indonesians, but moderate Muslim 
leaders dismiss suggestions the nation 

could become an Islamic state in the 
decades to come.

Conservative Muslims believe 
sharia law would help root out woes 
like endemic corruption in Indonesia 
by imposing stricter punishments, 
although few favour drastic measures 
carried out in parts of the Middle East 
such as stoning adulterers.

The rally came a day after U.S. 
Secretary of State Colin Powell visit­
ed Jakarta, pledging $50 million to 
help the security forces fight terrorism 
while expressing admiration for a 
Muslim nation that “allows (its) diver­
sity to flower”.

Indonesia plunged into turmoil in 
late 1997 during the Asian financial 
crisis, and has struggled to rebuild its 
economy and manage a messy transi­
tion to democracy from authoritarian­
ism.

The marchers came from a low-pro­
file conservative Muslim group, 
Hizbut Tahrir Indonesia, which had 
predicted 20,000 would join the rally.

None of Indonesia’s small extremist 
Muslim groups, some of which have 
members linked by neighbouring 
countries to terror organisations, were 
present.

Jakarta last year allowed sharia to 
be used in Aceh as part of an autono­
my package designed to douse inde­
pendence demands in the staunchly 
Muslim province on the tip of 
Sumatra island. There have been no 
reports of drastic punishments.

The annual session of the 700- 

member People’s Consultative 
Assembly (MPR) opened on 
Thursday.

Some 85 percent of Indonesia’s 210 
million people are Muslim, where

Islam has long been a softer version of 
that practised in the Middle East, after 
blending with traditional cultures 
across Indonesia’s main island of Java 
and other parts of the country. 

Indonesian Muslim women carry a banner reading “We miss Sharia” and 
march in Jakarta August 3, 2002. REUTERS

U.S. consulate bombing 
trial in Pakistan on Aug 10

KARACHI, Aug 3 (Reuters) - The 
trial of three leading suspects in a car 
bomb attack on the U.S. consulate in 
Karachi that killed 12 and injured 20 
will begin on August 10, a Pakistan 
court official said on Saturday.

Habib Ahmed, assistant advocate 
general of southern Sindh province, 
told reporters police have submitted an 
“interim" charge sheet against the sus­
pects in two cases — the consulate 
attack and a plot to kill President 
Pervez Musharraf. “The court has 
fixed August 10 to start a trial for the 
cases and has sent them (the suspects) 
to jail,” he added.

Pakistan’s paramilitary Rangers 
have arrested four people, including 
three leading members of al-Almi, an 
offshoot of the radical Harkat-ul- 
Mujahideen organisation, on suspicion 
of involvement in the June 14 attack 
on the U.S. consulate.

One of those arrested is now sus­
pected of involvement only in the 
Musharraf assassination plot.

All of the victims in the fourth 
attack this year on a foreign target in 
Pakistan were Pakistanis.

Harkat-ul-Mujahideen has long 
been on a blacklist of organisations 
deemed "terrorist” by the United 
States and reportedly has links to 
Muslim separatists fighting Indian rule 
in Kashmir.

Two of the accused — Mohammad 
Imran and Mohammad Hanif, the head 
and deputy head of the organisation — 
admitted to their involvement in the 
consulate attack and a plot to assassi­
nate Musharraf at a news conference 

last month.

Failed assassination
The accused said they tried to kill 

Musharraf late in April, but their car 
bomb failed to go off. They said their 
targets included U.S. interests in 
Pakistan, such as fast food chains 
McDonalds and Kentucky Fried 
Chicken.

Ahmed said three suspects in the 
U.S. consulate attack case — 
Mohammad Imran, Mohammad Hanif 
and Mohammad Ashraf — were 
charged with conspiracy, attempted 
murder, murder, use of explosives and 
terrorism.

“Those three and Waseem Akhter 
(another suspect) were charged with 
conspiracy, attempt to murder and ter­
rorism and the judge has asked the 
ATC-1 (anti-terrorism court) to hear 
both cases,” Ahmed said.

He said the police had named six 
other people involved in both cases 
who were at large.

“The police have named six other 
suspects, Shariq, Kamran, Jamil, 
Naveed, Habib and Mustafa, as 
absconders in both the cases,” Ahmed 
added. Pakistan’s cooperation with 
the U.S.-led coalition pursuing Osama 
bin Laden, his al Qaeda network and 
the Taliban in Afghanistan has angered 
Islamic militant groups.

Embassies and foreign companies 
have scaled back staff after a string of 
attacks against foreign targets, includ­
ing a May strike in Karachi that killed 
11 French engineers and three 
Pakistanis.
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Legionnaires’ outbreak 
could claim more lives

LONDON, Aug 3 (Reuters) - An out­
break of Legionnaires’ disease in north­
west England could infect as many as 
120 people before it is contained, with 
one in five likely to die, health officials 
and experts said on Saturday.

But as fears grew that the outbreak in 
the Cumbrian town of Barrow-in- 
Furness could be Britain’s worst since 
23 people died in 1985, officials said 
they were confident the source had been 
found, in a leisure centre air condition­
er, and urged calm.

On Friday, an 89-year-old man 
became the first person to die and 54 
adults were in hospital by Saturday — 
19 confirmed cases and the rest show­
ing symptoms of the pneumonia-like 
illness.

Ian Cumming, chief executive of the 
area’s Morecambe Bay Hospitals Trust, 
said up to 10 people a day with symp­
toms were being admitted and this was 
set to continue for around 12 days.

“Incubation is between five and 10 
days...it is usually six or seven days 
before symptoms show,” he told

Reuters.
The projections were based on the 

fact the likely source of the outbreak, an 
air conditioning unit at a council-run 
entertainment complex in the town, had 
been closed on Thursday.

Local council leader Terry Waiting 
said the unit had leaked steam and was 
shut down for maintenance a day before 
the disease was confirmed.

He said tests were under way to con­
firm this was the source and said the 
cordoned-off building posed no danger 
to people.

Health officials echoed his comments 
at a news conference.

“If the source is where we think it is 
then control measures have now been 
taken and it doesn’t pose a further threat 
to public health,” said Professor John 
Ashton, regional public health director.

“There is no need for panic. It seems 
to be a local source, a local problem 
which is being tackled.”

Professor Hugh Pennington, an emi­
nent bacteriologist, said Legionnaires’ 
was “the nastiest bug you can catch in

the environment” and it was likely more 
people would die. “In past outbreaks, 
as many as 20 percent of people who’ve 
been infected with it and become ill 
have died from this bug,” he told BBC 
television on Saturday.

The disease, named in 1976 when an 
outbreak killed 29 people at an 
American Legion Convention in 
Philadelphia, is a form of pneumonia 
caused by bacteria living in water 
droplets.

Symptoms are at first flu-like, fol­
lowed by fever and chills, then a dry 
cough.

Exactly half the 54 people still in 
hospital on Saturday were women. Nine 
people were in intensive care, including 
five whose condition was “giving cause 
for concern”, the Morecambe Bay 
Hospitals trust said in a statement.

The age range of patients was from 
18 to 89.

In the last major outbreak in Britain, 
68 people were infected and 23 died in 
the town of Stafford in 1985.

Holiday makers in 
France traffic chaos

PARIS, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Thousands 
of holiday makers were caught up in 
traffic chaos in France on Saturday as 
they hit the road on their way to or from 
summer vacations, fuelling the year’s 
worst traffic jams, road safety experts 
said.

Road safety officials said the traffic 
had started building up as early as 0230 
GMT, with tailbacks in the worst hit 
areas going as far back as 150 kms (93 
miles) by 0700 GMT.

“I have never seen such traffic jams,” 
one motorist told French television sta­
tion LCI in France’s south-east Rhone- 
Alpes, the worst affected area as holiday 
makers tried to make their way to the 
popular Provence region.

Another motorist heading for Italy 
said he had decided to break for break­
fast after more than an hour of crawling 
at snail’s pace.

The government’s road safety unit 
says the weekend will be exceptionally 
difficult with one wave of families leav­
ing for their summer holidays, which 
usually last a month, as others return 
from July vacations.

It has classified Saturday’s outgo­
ing traffic as black, the worst rating on 
its scale of traffic congestion, and 
warned that nightmare tailbacks could 
total more than 500 km (310 miles).

“Saturday August 3 is the only day 
classified as black at national level in 
2002,” the department said on its Web 

site(http://www.bison- 
fute.equipement.gouv.fr/). The normal 
ratings are green, yellow and red.

“As a reminder, in 2001 we registered 
661 km of accumulated traffic jams at 
12.30 p.m. on Saturday August 4. It 
could therefore be the heaviest day of 
traffic of the summer in both direc­
tions,” it added.

No region seemed to have been 
spared, with traffic jams extending to 
France’s borders with Spain and Italy.

“This weekend, motorists should 
favour driving on Sunday, when every­
thing will be back to normal except for 
some possible problems in the Rhone 
valley,” it said.

Georgia seeks to appease 
Russia with rebel amnesty
TBILISI, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Armed 

fighters hiding in a remote Georgian 
gorge will be granted amnesties if they 
give themselves up, a top official said 
on Saturday, hoping to ease Russian 
fears Georgia is not doing enough to 
flush rebels from the area.

Moscow, which says rebels fighting 
in nearby Chechnya are using the 
Pankisi Gorge as a base, has in recent 
days issued a series of demands for 
Georgia to hunt down rebels, citing 
scores of incursions into the break­
away region.

Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov said 
Russia would seek help from the inter­
national community if Georgia failed 
to take action, but Georgia has reject­

ed any notion of Russian military 
operations on its territory.

“Those people who give themselves 
up to the Georgian authorities 
unarmed will enjoy the same rights as 
other refugees,” Georgian Security 
Minister Valery Khaburdzania told 
reporters after a delegation of U.S. 
congressmen met top officials and vis­
ited a military base just outside 
Tbilisi.

Khaburdzania added those accused 
of serious crimes would not be includ­
ed in the offer.

U.S. instructors arrived in Georgia 
in May to lead military training cours­
es intended to turn the ex-Soviet 
state’s ragged army into a modern 

force, with one possible task of 
removing rebels sheltering in the 
Pankisi Gorge.

“They don’t think they’ve wasted 
their money,” Georgian Defence 
Minister David Tevzadze said.

Officials in Russia’s volatile south­
ern fringe said the situation on the 
Russian-Georgian border was return­
ing to normal after what media reports 
said was an incursion of up to 60 guer­
rillas from the Pankisi Gorge.

Moscow, which granted Chechnya 
de facto independence after a first 
1994-96 war, returned to the region in 
1999. It now says its forces control 
most of the region, but its forces come 
under regular attacks.

Sept. 11 report criticizes 
NY fire department

NEW YORK, Aug. 3 (Reuters) - 
New York Fire Department’s response 
to the Sept. 11 attack at the World 
Trade Center was plagued by commu­
nication problems and discipline laps­
es, according to a draft report obtained 
by The New York Times.

The report by independent consult­
ant McKinsey & Co. concludes prob­
lems with the radio system caused 
commanders to lose touch with many 
firefighters who went into the twin 
towers, the Times reported on 
Saturday.

It said lapses in discipline led fire­
fighters to rush to the scene without 
checking in with commanders at desig­
nated staging areas.

A virtual absence of coordination 
with police officials, the consultants 
say, meant fire commanders had no 
access to reports from police helicop­
ters that hovered above the 110-story 
buildings, tracking their structural 
integrity and the progress of fires 

across the upper floors.
“This lack of information hindered 

their ability to evaluate the overall sit­
uation,” the paper reported the draft 
report as saying.

Radio communications were spo­
radic and critical information was 
apparently never received by firefight­
ers on upper floors in the building, it 
added.

The full report is due out as early as 
next week.

More than 2,800 people died, 
including 343 firefighters and 23 pol­
lice officers, when the towers col­
lapsed after being struck by two 
hijacked aircraft in an attack blamed by 
the United States on the al Qaeda 
movement of Osama bin Laden.

The draft, significant parts of which 
were obtained by The New York 
Times, acknowledges the attack, which 
triggered fires that trapped thousands 
of people, was an overwhelming event 
that required an unusual level of coor­
dination. 

But it says the department must 
improve its planning, overhaul parts of 
its training, acquire substantial new 
technology and coordinate more effec­
tively with other emergency agencies.

“We believe that the FDNY (Fire 
Department of New York) cannot ade­
quately fulfill its mission to the citizens 
of New York City unless the city or 
state governments establish a formal 
effective process of interagency plan­
ning and coordination,” says the report.

It also says the department’s 
Emergency Medical Service had seri­
ous problems deploying, tracking and 
controlling it sambulance and trauma 
personnel.

Overall, the draft says, the depart­
ment needs to be run with tighter stan­
dards. “Accountability needs to be 
increased at headquarters and in the 
field,” it says.

The consultant, which specializes in 
reviewing management practices, 
spent five months preparing the report.

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS & URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT (ROAD SECTOR)

Invitation for Consultancy Services for Feasibility 
Study and Detailed Engineering Design for 

Amran-Aden Road - Double Carriageway (459 km) 
Section I: Amran-Dhamar (150 km) 

Section II: Dhamar-Ibb-Taiz (156 km) 
Section HI: Taiz-Al Hutah-Aden (153 km)

The Government of the Republic of Yemen has received a loan from the Saudi Fund for 
Development, No. (22/389) and intends to apply part of the loan towards the Consultancy 
Services for Feasibility Study and Detailed Engineering Design of Amran-Aden Road - 
Double Carriageway (459 km).

Interested Consultancy firms (international and local) experienced in the field of Roads 
and Highway Engineering may obtain ‘Letter of Invitation (LOI)’ and the Terms of 
Reference (TOR) from the office of H.E. The Deputy Minister (Road Sector), Ministry of 
Public Works & Urban Development, 4th Floor, Building No. B5, Governmental Complex, 
Haddah Street, Sana’a - Republic of Yemen, Tel/Fax: 264070 with effect from the date of 
publication in the newspaper and shall continue upto forty-five (45) days against a 
payment of US$.100/- in cash.

The interested Consultancy firms should submit their Technical and Financial Proposals 
separately in bound form to the following address:

The Deputy Minister (Road Sector)
Ministry of Public Works & Urban Development 
4th Floor, Building No. B5, 
Governmental Complex, Haddah Street, 
Sana’a - Republic of Yemen
Tel/Fax: 264070

JOB OPPORTUNITY

MECHANICAL/ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEER

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY is currently seeking an engineer to work at our 
Central Processing facility near Marib. Successful candidate will work 28/28 day 
rotational schedule.

Minimum Requirements:
• Bachelor degree in either Mechanical or Electrical Engineering from a 

recognized university.
• Excellent command of Technical English both written and spoken.
• Minimum experience of 5 years in Oil/Gas environment or related field, (i.e.) 

Power Generation, Heavy Industrial, Maintenance Management Planning.

Application limited to Yemeni Nationals.
Deadline for Application, August 31, 2002

If you meet the above requirements, please forward your resume to

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY 
Attn: Human Resources Manager 

P. O. Box 481 
Or 

Fax: 1-416-898
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Please do not phone us, we will call you for an interview, if you are a successful 
candidate.

http://www.bison-fute.equipement.gouv.fr/
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Marketing & trade, 

industrial exhibitions
By Abdulaziz M. Abdullah-Aden 
For The Yemen Times

A
mong the most conspic­
uous successes scored 
by some national indus­
trial establishments is 
the ability to market its 

products locally and externally. 
However, this cannot be done unless 
these products were subjected to pre­
marketing studies the installation has 
learnt about consumption styles, con­
sumers tastes, prices suitable for mar­
keting its products, along with observ­
ing that installation’s commitment to 
application of specification and stan­
dardization to its products. In addition, 
there are other essential conditions that 
help acquire reputation and publicity 
for this or that product. So, it is the 
institution’s responsibility to excert great 
efforts to upgrade its capabilities of 
marketing and selling of its products. 
The increase of such efforts would sup­
port increase of that installation’ pro­
duction capacity, consequently all its 
economic and financial aspects would 
change and positive indicators would 
clime up as a resultant of its effects. 
This also would lead to increase of its 
profits that ultimately benefit its owners 
and the state at the same time, regarc - 
less of that ownership (public, private 
or mixed sectors or cooperative).

Any installation, in order to raise the 
volume of its sale, has to work hard to 
promote and market its products by 
using all available media in this regard. 
Some .of these means are within the

installation’s capacity such as advertis­
ing in various mass media, including 
fixed advertising boards at entrances of 
major cities and posters. Another means 
is the distribution of gifts painted on 
them the name of the company or the 
product, for instance cigarette lighters, 
ball pens, office memorandums and cal­
endars.

Nevertheless, there are other ways for 
enlarging the space of promotion and 
marketing the state has to play a big role 
in them as long as partnership between 
the state and the private sector has 
become an inevitable necessity. Hence 
comes up the necessity of the state giv­
ing an increasing attention to conclud­

ing commercial protocols with sisterly 
and friendly countries aimed at increas­
ing our country’ trade exchange with 
them and working for holding more 
domestic and foreign trade fairs because 
they are considered as an essential fac­
tor to enhance the exchange of products 
through signing trade contracts at those 
fairs. But due to high expenditure need­
ed for taking part in such fairs, the min­
istry of industry and trade and the 
chambers of commerce and industry 
have to play a big role in mustering all 
productive energies for the participation 
in those exhibitions. The federation of 
chambers of industry must have a per- 
manent exhibition for all national prod­

ucts.
All those participating in internal 

trade and industrial exhibitions held 
around the year should bear all their 
costs and it should be taken into consid­
eration that there should be a focus on 
reasonable costs of leasing areas for 
erecting such exhibitions. This would 
be an impetus for all installations and 
companies to participate in such exhibi­
tions. There should be some future 
plans for encouraging small enterprises 
to take part in such exhibitions and to 
motivate young people contribute to 
building their own projects without 
depending on the state for granting job 
opportunities.

The success of Apollo Exhibition Center in promotion and marketing is a good example of the signifi­
cance and importance of such events for efficient marketing

The Road Ahead
Preconceptions;

the Anchoring Trap
By Raidan A. Al-Saqqaf
r_saqqaf@hotmail.com

M
aking decisions 
is a very impor­
tant part of 
management. 
And it is very 

important to take careful measures 
when making one, as a bad decision 
could affect businesses negatively or 
even damage them. Yet sometimes, 
bad decisions are inevitable no mat­
ter how good a manager is or how 
well- studied the decision process 
was.

There are two theories as to how 
human beings form their decisions; 
one states that all behavior is 
learned; the individual is the passive 
recipient of external and objective 
data. In the other, learning is a 
process of gaining or changing 
insights, outlooks, expectations or 
thought patterns, this theory takes 
into account not only a person’s 
actions and the responses to these 
elicit, but also the interpretation the 
individual places on these. In both 
schools of thought, experiences 
proved that there are certain thought 
traps which yield relatively wrong 
decisions. The following example 
explains one of these traps; imagine 
you were to answer these two ques­
tions:
- Does a new Helicopter cost more 

than $100,000?
How much does a new 
Helicopter cost?

If these two questions where asked 
in the same order, the information in 
the first question will create a per­
ception asking a person's mind about 
the price of the Helicopter, so when

answering the second question the 
answer could get affected by the first 
one.

On the other hand, if you ask 
someone else the same question and 
change the number in the first ques­
tion to $200,000 you will find that 
the answer will increase. This 
Process is called anchoring.

Anchoring is used a lot in busi­
nesses; for example sales forecast is 
done on the basis depending on sales 
of previous years, the old numbers 
become anchors which the forecast­
ers use in adjusting the estimate for 
the coming year. Or while in negoti­
ations, if the other party claims that 
the same product was sold for Mr. X 
for 10,000, that price becomes a 
"your anchor.”

Another example is in real estates. 
Imagine that there are two apart­
ments; A & B. Apartment A has 3 
rooms & Apartment B has 4 rooms. 
If the rent for apartment A was thirty 
thousands, what is the expected rent 
for apartment B? The price of A 
helps you in estimating the price of 
B.

Effects of anchoring in decision- 
making are critical, but if managers 
are aware of the phenomena, the 
negative impact of it can be reduced 
by using a few precautions; such as 
taking all prospectors when making 
a decision and careful use of anchor­
ing with advisers, or consultants. 
Also it is important to be open-mind­
ed.

And in negotiations; think through 
your position in order to avoid any 
anchoring from the other party.

End note: Anchoring is a great 
perception-making tool; use it to 
your advantage

Household economy 
in Yemen, dwindling

Yemen Times Staff

S
ources of household econo­
my in Yemen are facing a 
state of deterioration as 
people have abandoned 
breeding animal wealth 

and around 35 % of the population dis­
carded work in agriculture, added to 
that the migration of many farmers 
from the countryside to cities to engage 
in jobs other than agriculture.

Economic sources estimate that the 
proportion of those who abandoned 
animal husbandry in the countryside at 
about 60%, and 50% of the people 
relinquished breeding of chicken and 
sheep. Proportion of those who migrat­
ed from rural areas to towns is estimat­
ed at 30 to 40 percent of the popula­
tion, a matter negatively reflected on 
sources of growth in family income.

Rural population has got influenced 
by urban life styles. They shifted to 
purchasing processed dairies instead of 
fresh. Therefore they have neglected 
raising cattle. Rural areas inhabitants 
have also got used to feed on cereals 
and imported processed goods.

Decline in rainfall and recession in 
amount of water reserves in the coun­
try are factors helped migration of 
farming labor. Also as a result of drop 
in family income levels and weakness 
of the purchasing power in the coun­
tryside the people there have used up 
the greater amount of income-raising 
sources.

However, rural people try to over­
come their living conditions using tra­
ditional ways like cutting wood as fuel 
for cooking instead of gas whose prices 
soared from YR 50 in 1995 to YR 250, 
and YR 350 in the countryside.

On the other hand, Environment pro­
tection advocates have warned of cut­
ting forest trees in nature reserves 
including Socotra, and Utma. 
Nevertheless, inhabitants of such areas 
think they do not have the purchasing 
power to afford using liquefied gas in

cooking and thus they do not care 
about rare trees and would not hesitate 
using their wood in their daily life pur­
poses.

The economic studies say that fif­
teen years ago 75 percent of inhabi­
tants in Yemen countryside were 
dependent in their living on raising 
animal wealth and work in agriculture. 
People think that government jobs or 
work in the free market or with private 
sector have contributed to the drop in 
proportion of animal and agricultural 
production and created new problems 
to those of limited income.

Workers at the free market told 
Yemen Times that their work around 
the month does not provide them with 
an income securing 25 percent of the 
needs of their families, whereas the 
families that preserved the folklore 
professions and continued working in 
agricultural and animal production, are 
leading a more secure life. Workers say 
that with increased costs of living in 
towns, most of their incomes goes to 
house renting, and electricity and water 
supplies bills. As for big families the 
situation is very hard to cope with.

Economic experts see that solving 
the problem of dwindling family 
income beings by the government sup­
port for farming activities, and encour­
aging families on raising animal 
wealth. Government has embarked on 
calling for investment in agriculture 
sector to create job opportunities for 
the unemployed. Cooperatives for 
breeding animals have been set up but 
are still limited and need more support 
and financing. Economic experts con­
clude that Yemen countryside needs 
providing new resources of water such 
as building dams and water barriers 
that would help settle of agriculture 
labor in addition to developing grazing 
areas for animal breeding. Such steps 
would surely lead to growth of income 
sources for household economy and 
improve the population living condi­
tions.

Yemeni-Saudi trade 
exchange for better future

By Mahyoob Al-Kamali
Yemen Times Staff

T
he Yemen Customs 
Authority offer various 
customs facilities for 
importers and exporters, 
among these facilities is 

offering discounts in customs duties 
amounting to 10 percent to foreigners 
and 25 percent for expatriates. Customs 
resources have reported that during the 
first half of this year, customs revenues 
obtained at Haradh inlet in Hajja gover­
norate and al-Buqah inlet in Sa’da gov­
ernorate have amounted to YR 1,470, 
894,124 billion, i.e. with an increase of 
YR 290 million compared to the same 
period of last year.

Trade exchange agreements between 
Saudi Arabia and Yemen has enhanced 
growth of Yemeni exports to Saudi mar­
kets and increased volume of Yemeni 
imports of goods and commodities from 
Saudi Arabia.

General Manager of Customs office 
at Haradh border inlet Ahmed 
Mohammed al-Haj said trade exchange 
between Yemen and Saudi Arabia is wit­
nessing a noticeable boom. “The value 
of Yemeni exports to Saudi markets has 
reached YR 5 billion and 900 million 
during the first half of this year.” The 
value of Yemeni exports through the 
Haradh inlet for the last year reached to 
YR 8 billion. The amount of customs 
revenues, at this inlet, in the first half of 
this year, is amounted to over YR 694

million. In addition to this, the revenues 
of consumption tax totaled YR 
525,300,000 million.

Customs facilities, offered at Haradh 
border inlet, helped increase of travel 
movement between Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia, as the number of travellers to 
Yemen during the first half of this year 
reached 204, 709 thousand.

Yemeni authorities give a renewable 
3-month residence permit for foreigners, 
and this in fact redoubles the volume of 
tourism revenues.

Total amount of revenues of Yemeni 
exports to Saudi markets through al- 
Buqah border inlet, for the period of 
January-June this year reached YR 949 
million. Efforts are in full swing to 
improve customs procedures at the inlet

to facilitate exporting services and offer­
ing the best services to importers. The 
Director-General of al-Buqah customs 
office, Ahmed Rasa’e says that increase 
percentage in the volume of exports, 
during the first half of this year, reached 
to 265 per cent realizing an amount of 
YR 251 million, resulting an increase of 
YR 183 million compared to the same 
period of last year.

A new customs complex is to be built 
nearby the inlet aimed at upgrading the 
level of customs performance.

Agreements between Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia have been recently signed 
with a view of enhancing commodities 
transport movement and individuals 
travel movement all aiming at develop­
ment of trade exchange.

Globalization era 
& information technology

By Mohammed Qasim Noaman- Aden 
For The Yemen Times

O
ne of the most prominent 
developments the world 
has witnessed in modern 
history is that in the sci­
ence and technology of 

communication. This has facilitated 
transfer of information over the world’s 
remote parts to an extent that the world 
has become as a small village, where no 
barriers or obstacles can prevent the 
communication among peoples or even 
to reach the outer space. Such progress 
in the field of technology has become the 
axis of the extent of advancement 
achieved by this country or that. At the 
beginning of the last century develop­

ment of countries and peoples was meas­
ured in dependence on the proportion of 
those who were capable of overcoming 
illiteracy. Later the indicator of peoples 
progress pointed at the volume of uni­
versity graduates and higher scientific 
degrees the people of a certain nation 
have achieved.

In this century the advancement of 
nations is measured by that nation’s 
mastering of the technology of commu­
nication and information and the per­
centage of those dealing with these 
branches of science. Even illiteracy is 
measured by what proportion of the 
society is capable of handling modern 
means of communications, especially 
computers. Dividing the world nations

into developed, developing and underde­
veloped categories is now defined under 
this scientific variable.

Advanced countries have managed to 
realize great success in industry of this 
technology and to invest it, the develop­
ing nations want to benefit from these 
developments and modern sciences 
through buying them and the attempt to 
benefit from them to the utmost. As for 
the underdeveloped countries they are 
still living in a pre-science and develop­
ment era although there are limited 
chances and signs of benefiting from 
these developments especially among 
very limited segments of their societies. 
Despite that reality they are trying to 
come up with rapid developments.

The point is that benefiting from these 
developments by these countries is gov­
erned by providing cornerstones and 
constituents of the modern state, particu­
larly in education and attention rendered 
to sciences as a foundation for develop­
ment. Added to those constituents is pro­
viding climates of freedom and democ­
racy and the people participation in con­
struction and development. Creation of 
atmospheres of security and stability 
remains a major condition and element 
facilitating such changes. Holding exhi­
bitions and conferences on these scien­
tific developments ongoing in the world 
particularly in communications field, 
would be major factors for speedy trans­
fer and exchange of this knowledge.

mailto:r_saqqaf@hotmail.com
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Words of Wisdom

When our forefathers lived by their ideals in the 

early days of Islam, we created a civilization 
which has contributed immensely to the 
progress, prosperity and happiness of mankind. 
Yet today, the necessities and balances of a 

monotonous and fractured conduct of life has 
made us lose track of our ideals. Building a 
great nation requires a basic element - to be true 
to oneself: an assertion of selfhood, self 
awareness, and self reliance based on a dedicate 
d adherence to lofty and worthy ideals.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, 
(1951-1999) 

Founder of Yemen Times

OUR OPINION
Until when will 

we stay helpless?

H
ow many times in life have you felt 
helpless? “Many times” may be a log­
ical answer. But “rarely” could be an 
ideal one. However, when asking this 
question to Arab nations today, the 

current conditions that we are living in make us 
believe in one and only one correct answer to the 
above question, and that is “all the time”.

When looking at the devastation that Palestinians 
are growing through every day, and when conclud­
ing that the US attack against Iraq has become emi­
nent without being able to do a thing, helpless is the 
least that can be said in describing ourselves.

How in earth did we reach such a humiliating 
level of helplessness and vulnerability? Why have 
we become mere spectators and sometimes victims 
without the ability to raise a finger to object?

There are times in life when you wish you were 
dead rather than witnessing humiliation in all forms 
and ways. We don’t even need to make this wish. 
We are already dead since a long time ago, perhaps 
since 1967. We may be living from the outside, but 
from the inside we are obsolete.

Some may argue that being helpless is because of 
the conditions imposed on us. Well, this is a foolish 
way to escape responsibility. It is our own doings 
that caused us to be so backward and weak. We have 
decided to be mere consumers and servants of dic­
tatorships that think only of themselves. We are the 
ones who accepted the reality we are in, and which 
we imposed on ourselves.

We should understand that no matter what others 
do to help us, they would never succeed in getting 
us out of the mess we are in without our own work 
and dedication. We must realize that it is our own 
responsibility to change our conditions and elimi­
nate all factors of backwardness and helplessness.

Each and every one of us is responsible for every 
dying child in Palestine, and we will all share 
responsibility in case of an upcoming humanitarian 
disaster in Iraq.

But if you ask me whether there is still some 
hope, then I would answer positively. Hope always 
exists and history has proven that no nation stays at 
the bottom and no nation can stay at the top all the 
time. We need to realize that we have reached the 
lowest level ever in our Arab history, and it is time 
for us to rise again. At the same time, the mightiest 
powers of the world have already reached their peak 
and it is quite difficult for them to grow further, oth­
erwise they will be digging their own graves.

I have lost hope in our Arab leaders, but it is the 
people that I rely on in renewing my hope. It is up 
to normal citizens to rise to the occasion and bring 
the anticipated change. We must work together to 
bring true change, which will bring an end our 
“helplessness”: this term, which has dominated our 
lives for far too long. The Editor
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Yemeni elections and 
alliances unclear map

By Ismael Al Ghabri

O
bservers expect that the 
coming days will be wit- 
nessing a hot electoral 
competition between 
Yemeni political parties. 
This competition was started earlier with 
political parties exchanging accusations 

coinciding with intensive activities of 
some parties in preparation for elections.

Unlike the previous elections, it seems 
that no party is to be out of the political 
game as all the parties are in full swing 
for the upcoming elections. Yet, there are 
no indicators of electoral boycotting 
except some statements by Islah party 
leaders which saying boycotting is an 
option on their agenda.

However, the ongoing arrangements 
for elections come while most of the 
controversial issues among the political 
parties, government, and opposition on 
the electoral committees representation 
and the new electoral record were 
solved.

Currently, the electoral equilibration 
seems to be of various sides if we looked 
at the map of the existing alliances and 
the number of the participating parties. It 
is expected that more than 22 parties are 
going to frantically compete in the 
upcoming elections. But probably the 
most intensive competition will take 
place between the 3 sides; the People 
General Congress (PGC),the biggest and 
the dominant party, Yemen Congregation

party (Islah), and the Supreme 
Opposition Coordination Council 
(SOCC).

In spite of the current agreement 
between the Joint Meeting parties (8 par­
ties), mainly Islah and the parties of the 
(SOCC), observers think that such 
alliance is still not probable. This con­
clusion has been recently confirmed by 
leader of the Isiah party, making it clear 
that his party relationship and the 
(SOCC) did not raise to alliance status 
but merely a coordination at reasonable 
limits.

The chairman of the political office of 
Islah party thinks any future alliance 
could be among the opposition to 
encounter any legal violations. He also 
says that alliances meaning to run elec­
tions in one slate is too early to think of. 
The idea of possible alliance between 
Islam and PC was rejected completely by 
him and he described it as impossible 
and the alliance possibility between PC 
and other parties is more acceptable.

On the other hand, the assistant secre­
tary general of the PC, Mr. Yahoo Al, 
said “ alliances arrangement with some 
parties are still undecided but I’m quite 
sure that the nature of the coming elec­
toral competition would pave the way for 
political alliances between the opposi­
tion parties against the PC”. Mr. Yahoo 
confirmed that PC would welcome them 
because it is in interest of democracy.

The secretary general of the party, Al, 
says “The opposition parties alliance is

very important and logic to face the rul­
ing party dominance over the political 
life and the elections if we really want 
a well-balanced and democratic parlia­
ment”. About Islam alliance with other 
parties within the DUMP, he confirmed 
“This is exactly what the opposition par­
ties want to achieve and I think (Islam) 
recognizes the importance of such 
alliances but we do not expect a com­
plete alliance in these elections. In 
regards to his reading of the political 
map in comparison to the last elections, 
Mr. Al says that the political map is 
clearer than before as there is no boy­
cotting parties and no coalition parties 
like 1997 elections.

In spite of all the variations in the par­
ties expectations on the expected elec­
toral map, some sources assure that the 
coming days will be witnessing a coordi­
nation of attitudes between PC and 
(Islam) parties on the light of the histori­
cal alliance’s background between them.

On the contrary, some sources say that 
the absence of alliance between the two 
parities is more likely due to the current 
wide gap between them. To conclude, 
even the parties which include three 
other parties beside the five parties of the 
coordination council, Arab Socialist 
Bata’s, Septemberian party and Islah, but 
the possibility of creating an integrated 
alliance for all of them, with or without 
Islah, still not confirmed ascribed to the 
existed variations which can not be left 
behind.

Impediments facing 
poverty alleviation strategy

By Mohammed al-Haweri

W
 orld countries, includ­
ing Yemen, have adopt­
ed strategies aimed at 
encountering poverty 
and mitigating of its 

acuteness, which is a positive orientation 
in programs of economic and social 
development and programs of the World 
Bank. Paying attention to social dimen­
sions and issues of poverty and the mar­
ginalized segments of the society has in 
the recent years become the pivot of con­
cern of nations. The reason behind this 
stance is failure of development experi­
ments in taking care of the human in 
aspects related to living, education, health 
and expansion of man’s essential options. 

The volume of poverty and the poor in 
Yemen have reached a serious level. 
Results of a family budget survey for the 
year 1998 have demonstrated that 17,6 
percent of the population are living under 
food poverty line. Meanwhile the propor­
tion of the people who are incapable of 
obtaining and meeting all their needs for 
food and other necessary wants such as 
clothing, lodging, health, education and 
transport amounts to around 41,8 percent. 
It is a matter reflecting weightiness of the 
situations and living of about 6,9 million 
people suffering from various forms of 
poverty. Added to them other numbers of 
people living in proximity to poverty line 
and fear from slipping to a level below 
that line.

Vis-a-vis this serious situation Yemen

has adopted a strategy for confronting and 
easing the vigor of poverty during the 
period of 2003-2005.

The strategy had set a general target 
aimed at mitigating poverty by 13,1 per­
cent during the same period so that by the 
end of 2005 poverty should be alleviated 
by 35,9 percent . The strategy has con­
tained other aims, the most outstanding of 
which are:

- Raising health coverage of prelimi­
nary care services to 65 percent of the 
population,

-Raising average of those enrolled at 
primary schools to 69,3 percent,

-Increasing the area of water supplies to 
69 percent in the urban areas and to 65 in 
the countryside, in addition to increasing 
sewage services to 44 percent,

-Adding 3,300 km paved roads, 2950 
km of unpaved roads,

-Maintaining 3194 km of existing 
paved roads, and

-Increasing the number of beneficiaries 
from Social Welfare Fund to 600,000 by 
the end of the year 2005.

The question that could be raised in 
this respect is whether it is possible to 
realize all these targets in three years, and 
whether they are considered as achievable 
aims and characterized by reality. Here it 
could be said that realizing those goals is 
not an impossible matter or difficult one 
especially under availability of conditions 
and basical data. The strategy has defined 
those in three matters:

1- Achieving an annual economic

growth rate by 4,8 percent by the private 
sector,

2- Providing sources of funding the 
strategic projects amounting to YR 
888,942 million, and

3-The existence of good administration 
and governance.

Undoubtedly, entrusting the task of 
achieving the economic growth with the 
private sector is an arrangement exceed­
ing its present capacities particularly that 
it is suffering from various contradictions 
and both internal and external challenges. 
Moreover the structure of the private sec­
tor is limited and that the measures and 
policies taken during the past seven years 
have created deformities in performance 
of the private sector.

On the other hand the implementation 
of the strategy is facing restraints pertain­
ing to funding. This situation needs mak­
ing available annual resources amounting 
to no less than YR 294,314 million, 
approximately S 1682 million distributed 
between governmental funding at $886 
million and foreign funding at around 
$685 million. This is a question difficult 
to achieve under the real situation repre­
sented by the limited financial resources 
of the state and inability of having capac­
ity for coping with loans and foreign 
funding. In conclusion, the establishment 
of effective and good administration in 
the state establishments requires going 
ahead with strong determination for 
effecting financial and administrative 
reform and confronting all forms of cor- 
ruption.

Hamas is to blame
Your front page comment about the 

“unintelligence” of the Israeli government, 
and its killing of Shehade, was right on. 
The Israelis have indeed created more 
Shehades with their action.

However, Hamas has hurt itself in a far 
more debilitating way. Rather than taking 
on the issue of the Shehade killings in a 
political way, taking advantage of that 
World opinion, Hamas bombed Hebrew 
University, a reported mixing bowl of 
nationalities, religions and races. In its 
action, the Israelis have tried to convince 
the World that their attack was justified 
with the targeting of a terrorist. Hamas 
attacked non-combatants, and only non- 
combatants. There was no strategic target.

So the negative opinion that was gener­
ated by the semi-terrorist Israeli action is 
undone by the wholly terrorist action of 
Hamas. The World sentiment against the 
Palestinian cause is galvanized into further 
revulsion against not only Hamas, but the 
Arab world in general.

So, for this week’s front page, print the 
same statement. But remove the word 
“Israeli" in every place where it was used, 
and replace it with “Hamas”. In many 
ways, they are one and the same.

Don Barrick 
hallo _db@yahoo.com

Money and marriage
A few weeks ago I sent a letter to Yemen 

Times newspaper under the title “Piety in 
appearance and evilness in mystery”. I had 
gladly expected it to be published in any of 
the paper issues, but unfortunately nothing 
appeared.

I pondered that my letter might be unac­
cepted or rather unsuitable for publishing 
because it might have had some painful 
content regarding women like the one 
whom I mentioned. But I still don’t think 
that because of that, the letter should be 
prevented from being published. As you 
know, as much as there are corrupt ele­
ments in our public sectors and govern­
ment administrations, there are the same in 
our private and social affairs of life. The 
story in that letter is a kind of corrupt phe­
nomenon newly appearing among our 
society.

The main motives of this phenomenon 
were the millions of rials which the people 
came to known after unification particular­
ly in eastern governorates. In the past, 
marriage was only used to preserve a cou­
ple from deviation into illegal practices 
and to protect religious reputation. But in 
recent times, it has become a business of 
its own. The one with more money is the 
one who is to be loved. The more you give,

the more you are beloved until you run out 
of money, only then will people run out of 
love for you. There is neither love nor 
respect for religion. This applies to both 
men and women. No matter how old you 
are, if you have money, you are guaranteed 
a partner in life. A man of eighty years can 
easily marry -or buy- a girl (virgin) of 15 
years old. And vise versa, a rich old 
woman of sixty or seventy can marry -or 
buy- a man of twenty or thirty years. 
Gender is no problem if money is present. 
But here in Yemen, women are most like­
ly to be the ones who adhered most to this 
rule by demanding a rich man.

Therefore, I hope that once this letter 
arrives, you would ultimately have pub­
lished. Thanking you for your concern.

Abdumajid Ahmed Bin Ali Jabir 
Mukalla

Dear reader,
We have not published your letter 

because it was too personal, long and 
detailed. We do want to publish letters that 
reflect problems in the Yemeni community 
but we need general ideas and themes, not 
private stories. However, please accept our 
apologies in the form of publishing this 
letter of yours, which is quite self-explana­
tory.

—Editor

COMMON 
SENSE

Hassan Al-Haifi

Loosing Our 
Sense of Values

“W
hat has happened to our socie­
ty?” Asked Majid, the village 
elder, or Aqil.

His brother Saleh asked in return, “What is chiseling your 
mind? After all, you should have more patience than any­
one else in the village, since we depend on you to keep 
everyone stable in these hard times.”
“Come on Saleh, how can anyone stay stable in these ter­
rible times, when everything seems to be going against the 
people’s wishes and aspirations?. Nothing seems to be 
working: Government is literally at a standstill, except for 
all the ceremonial garbage one sees in the papers and on 
television.”
“You are looking at it the wrong way Majid”, Saleh said as 
he kicked a stone that was not really blocking his way, but 
simply because he wanted to prove to his brother that all 
obstacles can be removed easily, continuing, “Yemen has 
never had it so good! Look at the country, it is now three 
times as large and there all these foreign companies work­
ing for the growth of the economy...”
Majid interrupted his brother, “You are not going to give 
me all that garbage, we keep hearing again and again on 
the radio and television. Believe me, if the Yemeni people 
had known that the television and the public media were 
going to be used in such a wasteful manner, they would 
have never allowed the television station to be set up, not 
to mention all those extravagant public media facilities that 
do nothing except feed us with so much useless garbage 
that lacks any sense of culture or even respect for the eyes 
and ears that have to absorb it. Then there are the billions 
of Riyals that have to be churned up to keep this endless 
stream of garbage in the airwaves. Not only that, we even 
have the audacity to believe that all this senseless material 
will make attractive viewing material for an international 
audience on our satellite channel!”
“Majid, we have democracy, otherwise, you would not be 
able to say what you are saying now so freely!”
Majid, was not satisfied: “What do you mean by that? I 
say what I am saying, not because ‘we have democracy’, as 
you say, but because I see a lot of frustrated people, not 
really believing all that hogwash that is constantly rained 
upon them, without fulfilling any useful purpose, whatso­
ever. Not only that, they hear of all these great economic 
achievements, but see none translated on the ground, or in 
their standard of living, while much poverty and unem­
ployment remain the prevailing themes of our economy 
today.”
Saleh wanted to reassure his bother, by pointing out, 
“Look, we have oil, which provides us with revenues to 
give drive to our economy”.
Majid quickly had the answer, “Saleh, I am afraid this oil 
is going to run out before the people of the country have 
any chance to see any real fruit harvested out of it for the 
general welfare of the nation. The worst thing is that the 
oil will run out without having been used to set up a capi­
tal base, on which the economy can depend on for any 
measure of sustainability, once this oil runs out! In the 
meantime, we see only a very few people benefiting from 
this vital national resource, which adds even more to our 
frustration. Please my brother, do not be overjoyed by the 
riches others enjoy, while you eat from their bread­
crumbs’!”
"Majid, look at the many schools that exist in the country. 
The government is paying so much attention to the devel­
opment of our human resources”, again Saleh shifted to 
another area.
“Saleh, any educational system that only produces an army 
of unemployed discontented youth scares me a lot, espe­
cially, when the education system has not only failed to 
entrench any sense of values in our children, but also only 
produced a poorly educated output that fails to produce 
anything. Unemployed and looking at the disequilibrium 
that is developing in our social fabric, these youth will 
resort to such ungodly acts as murder, stealing and all the 
social maladies that accompany a disoriented society. I can 
recall when the population was all together, at one time 
poor, and underdeveloped, nevertheless we had social 
norms and values that taught us that we are all the same, so 
there is no reason we should resort to any of the horrific 
social maladies that have regrettably become the norms of 
life today. Thus, surprisingly, even with such state of dep­
rivation, we lived rather satisfactorily and we even enjoyed 
laughter, while being content with managing to find the 
sustenance for our families for the day that is ahead of us, 
no more, no less.”
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Bush manoeuvres 
give cause for worry

By Patrick Seale

T
he Arabs, the Europeans, 
and much of the interna­
tional community, have 
every reason to be worried 
by the behaviour of the 

Bush Administration. Its explicit 
threats to make war on Iraq, its scorn­
ful dismissal of Arab and European 
opinion, its blind support for Israel, its 
apparent indifference to Palestinian 
rights and Palestinian suffering, above 
all its neglect of international law, all 
these are grave subjects for concern.

It is no exaggeration to say that, out 
of fear or arrogance, or a dangerous 
combination of the two, the Bush 
Administration appears to be leading 
the world into a new dark age of inter­
national anarchy. President George W 
Bush's ‘war on terror’ is threatening to 
undermine the rule of law in many 
important areas of international life.

In his State of the Union address of 
January 29, President George W. Bush, 
with characteristic bombast, declared: 
‘American will lead by defending lib­
erty and justice because they are right 
and true and unchanging for people 
everywhere.’

Unfortunately, his actions fall far 
short of his rhetoric.

Consider the following:
• The United States has op-posed the 

International Criminal Court and has 
sought immunity for its citizens from 
its jurisdiction.

• In Afghanistan, it has repeatedly 
violated international human rights and 
humanitarian law. Specifically, it has 
transferred prisoners from Afghanistan 
to detention pens at Guantanamo Bay 
in Cuba and held them there in condi­
tions that amount to cruel, inhuman 
and degrading treatment; it has refused 
to consider them ‘prisoners of war’ 
under the Geneva Conventions; it has 
denied them access to legal counsel 

and to family members; it is holding 
them for long periods without charge 
or trial; and it has threatened to bring 
them before military courts, which 
have the right to hand down death sen­
tences without the possibility of 
appeal.

According to Amnesty International, 
the United States has also failed prop­
erly to address allegations of extrajudi­
cial executions, torture and ill-treat­
ment carried out by U.S. soldiers on 
detained Afghan villagers. More 
recently, it has failed to investigate 
thoroughly the numerous occasions 
when innocent Afghans died as a result 
of US air strikes.

• Faced with American pressure, UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan has 
failed to renew the mandate of Mary 
Robinson, the outgoing UN 
Commissioner for Human Rights.

A former President of Ireland, Mrs 
Robinson was an outspoken critic of 
U.S. treatment of Afghan prisoners and 
of Israel’s treatment of the Palestinians. 
This was too much for Washington - 
and she lost her job.

Bush’s new ‘first-strike’ doctrine - 
which is clearly in breach of interna­
tional law and the UN Charter - is that 
America must be prepared to take pre­
emptive military action even before 
any direct threat to it emerges. Bush 
seems particularly concerned to pre­
vent, if necessary by military action, 
weapons of mass destruction being 
acquired by regimes, which the United 
States or Israel consider potentially 
hostile. “We must take the battle to the 
enemy, disrupt his plans, and confront 
the worst threats before they emerge,” 
Bush declared at West Point military 
academy last month.

Iran’s nuclear power
To quote a recent example of this 

way of thinking, The Washington Post 
reported this week without a hint of 
embarrassment that the U.S. and Israel 

were discussing whether Iran’s nuclear 
power plant at Bushehr, which the 
Russians are completing, should be 
allowed to open, or whether it should 
be destroyed by a pre-emptive strike, in 
much the same way as Israel destroyed 
Iraq's nuclear facility in 1981!

Such aggressive talk, appalling in 
itself, drives a nail into the coffin of an 
international order based on law. Its 
immediate effect will be to induce 
states, threatened in this way by the 
U.S. or Israel, to seek to acquire a 
deterrent capability as soon as possible 
and at any cost.

Instead of checking the proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction, it will 
greatly encourage it. America’s preoc­
cupation with WMD proliferation is 
also deeply hypocritical, seeing that it 
turns a blind eye to Israel’s extensive 
WMD capability, while pressing ahead 
itself with the development of battle­
field nuclear weapons in violation of 
its obligations under the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. The U.S. has also 
refused to ratify the proposed enforce­
ment protocols to the Chemical and 
Biological Weapons Conventions.

These are just some of the ways the 
Bush Administration is undermining 
international law and taking the world 
back to the law of the jungle - a world 
in which the strong can do what they 
like, international law counts for little, 
and raw military power is the only 
thing that matters.

Covering Israel’s crimes
A dreadful byproduct of American 

behaviour is the cover it provides for 
Israel’s crimes, as it wages its cruel 
colonial war on the Palestinians with­
out so much as a word of reproof from 
Washington.

In its recent reconquest of 
Palestinian territories and its wanton 
destruction of Yasser Arafat’s 
Palestinian National Authority and of 
every vestige of Palestinian statehood, 

Israel has behaved like a terrorist state. 
The latest example, characteristic of 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, was the 
recent massacre caused by dropping a 
one-tonne bomb from an F-16 war 
plane on a densely populated residen­
tial area of Gaza. The target was Salah 
Shehadah, the local Hamas command­
er, but a great many innocent people 
were killed as well.

As Dr. Menachem Klein, a ‘dovish’ 
Israeli academic, wrote this month in a 
British journal: “The existence of 
(Palestinian) civilians and their right to 
life have been deleted from the screen 
of Israeli consciousness.”

An insight into the dangerous think­
ing of Israeli ‘hawks’ may be gleaned 
from a sinister remark by Moshe 
Arens, a leading Likud politician and a 
former minister of defense and foreign 
affairs. Following the killing of 
Shehadah, Arens declared: “This war 
will end only with our victory. Not in 
negotiations of one kind or another, or 
a cease-fire like this or that. Only our 
victory - and when we remember this, 
we’ll also understand each and every 
operation.”

Meanwhile, as numerous commenta­

tors have noted in recent weeks, U.S. 
Secretary of State Colin Powell, usual­
ly considered a moderate, appears to 
have been defeated by the hawks in the 
Bush Administration, notably Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and Vice 
President Dick Cheney.

Behind these hard-line members of 
the Bush Administration lie a phalanx 
of fervently pro-Israeli figures who 
have campaigned vigorously for U.S. 
military action to reshape the affairs of 
the Middle East in Israel’s and 
America’s interest.

They include Deputy Defense 
Secretary Paul Wolfowitz, Assistant 
Secretary for Defense Policy Douglas 
Feith, and Chairman of the Defense 
Advisory Board Richard Perle.

Under the Clinton Administration, 
the so-called ‘peace process’ was led 
and shaped by such pro-Israeli activists 
as Dennis Ross and Martin Indyk, who 
always sought Arab concession in 
Israel’s favour. This was the main rea­
son no peace was concluded with 
either Syria or the Palestinians in the 
decade after the Madrid Conference of 
1991.

Today, when war rather than peace is 

the priority, pro-Israeli activists in the 
U.S. Defense Department are in the 
ascendant. These men share a strategic 
vision of the Middle East dominated by 
the United States and Israel. One ele­
ment of this vision, for which they are 
pressing hard, is the overthrow of 
Saddam Hussain, so as to bring Iraqi 
oil under American control and remove 
any potential threat to Israel.

Another is the breaking of the 
Palestinians’ will to resist, so as to put 
an end to any hope of viable 
Palestinian statehood. A third is the 
‘taming’ of Syria and Iran, the two 
powers which have so far resisted 
America’s regional hegemony. The 
ultimate ambition is to defeat both 
Arab nationalism and militant Islam.

No doubt the next year or two will 
determine whether this vision is realis­
tic or whether it represents the danger­
ous fantasies of a small group of men 
who have maneuvered themselves into 
positions of power in the United States.

Patrick Seale is an eminent commen­
tator and the author of several books on 
Middle East affairs.

How to rekindle 
the peace process

Marwan Muasher
The Washington Post

T
 .wo weeks ago I and two 
colleagues, Foreign 
Ministers Ahmed Maher 
of Egypt and Saud Faisal 
of Saudi Arabia, had a 

series of candid discussions with 
President George W. Bush and 
Secretary of State Colin Powell, as 
well as senior officials of the European 
Union, the United Nations and Russia. 
The focus was on achieving both short- 
and long-term progress in the mori­
bund peace process.

As Arab diplomats representing 
countries that have either signed peace 
treaties with Israel or, in the case of 
Saudi Arabia, successfully advanced a 
viable framework for comprehensive 
peace in the region, we were heartened 
to hear Bush reaffirm his personal 
commitment to a two-state solution.

The president was quite clear on this 
point. He is not backing an interim 
arrangement. He is not espousing a 
series of protracted negotiations with 
no clear definition or endgame. 
Moreover, he stressed the critical 
importance of a timeline - within three 
years - as a means of offering a real 
sense of hope to the Palestinian and 
Israeli peoples.

Our discussions were significant in 
another regard. We agreed that our dif­
fering opinions on the fate of the dem­
ocratically elected Palestinian presi­
dent, Yasser Arafat, should not deter us 
from working together on other aspects 
of the peace process and from pushing 
ahead toward achievable objectives. 
One such objective, on which we 
briefed senior administration officials, 
was the ongoing, high-level, intensive 
cease-fire negotiations with all 
Palestinian factions.

King Abdullah II of Jordan, during 
talks in Washington last week, outlined 
his proposals for the next logical step 
following the president’s vision. He 
emphasized the need for a plan of 
action with three major components: a 
set of obligations to be fulfilled by both 
sides, acting in parallel; a timeline for 
reaching these goals; and a monitoring 
mechanism to guarantee enforcement, 
no matter which party is in violation.

As natural allies of the president’s 
efforts to move the region toward 
peace and away from mutual assured 
destruction, both populations should be 
made aware of the plan. The two peo­
ples must be constantly engaged to 
ensure that the tragedy of the past two 
years does not repeat itself. For the 
Palestinians, with nearly 1 million peo­
ple living under military curfew and 70 
percent below the poverty level, such a 
plan offers what Bush's vision hopes to 
achieve: a clear path toward ending the 
occupation, and an alternative to the 
horrific agenda of those espousing sui­
cide attacks.

For the Israelis, the plan would 
include the historic commitment of 22 
Arab states to end the conflict, and a 
real sense of security, provided by the 
whole Arab world, something no 
amount of electric fencing or Israeli 
military occupation could ever guaran­
tee. The Arab initiative put forth at the 
Beirut Summit in March offers com­
prehensive peace in the region based 
on the internationally recognized for­
mulation of “land for peace” - a return 
to June 4, 1967, borders in exchange 
for normal relations and a collective 
peace treaty.

Quite frankly, the one missing ele­
ment is Israeli willingness to negotiate 
seriously and in good faith. Israel has 
not presented a credible plan that could 
realistically address even the most fun­

damental of Palestinian positions. 
Instead, for more than 22 months, the 
timing of Israeli assassinations and 
incursions has unerringly derailed 
whatever tenuous negotiations were 
underway. To be fair, so have suicide 
bombings. We continue to condemn 
these bombings as morally and politi­
cally wrong. But the only response we 
receive from the Israeli side is seizure 
of Palestinian land, deliberate delays to 
vital humanitarian relief efforts and 
promises - not of a return to negotia­
tions but of more such actions.

None of these draconian measures 
has dramatically improved Israeli 
security. Senior Israeli defense offi­
cials have determined that a political 
solution is the only viable means of 
achieving lasting security.

The peace process should be strong 
enough to guarantee children under the 
age of 5 a life free of malnutrition. It 
should guarantee that they can board a 
bus for school without fear. It should 
guarantee them a future of economic 
and political opportunity. Today, sadly, 
it cannot.

The EU, the United Nations and the 
Arab world have heeded Bush's call 
for international cooperation to restore 
momentum to the process and, by 
doing so, infuse the region with some 
measure of confidence in the future. 
We have gone as far as we possibly can 
without strong American leadership. 
Now it is time for Bush to join us in 
pressing ahead. Only then can we 
expect Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to 
participate in a constructive manner. 
Otherwise, we are left without a peace 
partner and without the possibility of 
achieving Bush’s vision.

The writer is foreign minister of 
Jordan. He contributed this comment 
to The Washington Post.

STUDY IN THE USA! 
MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMS

The American Embassy and AMIDEAST are pleased to announce that applications are now 
being accepted for master’s degree studies in the United States under the J. William Fulbright 
Scholarship Program. Applications are for Fulbright grants beginning the 2003-4 academic year. 
Fulbright grants provide funding for two years of master’s degree study in the U.S. in all fields of 
study except medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and engineering.

Qualified applicants must have:
• A Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science (minimum four-year degree) from an 

accredited institution awarded at least one year prior to application,
• Demonstrated ability to undertake advanced studies with “Very Good” or higher 

grade point average (equivalent to a B- or top five percent of graduating class),
• One-year work experience (volunteer or paid), and
• English language skills.

Applicants must also be Yemeni citizens currently residing and working in Yemen.

Excellent applicants holding bachelor’s degrees in any field of study are welcome to 
apply. Interested individuals should visit AMIDEAST offices to team about advising 
sessions and to view field of study guides. Special Note: Applicants who do not meet 
minimum university English language and other requirements may be eligible for 
training in Yemen to increase their test scores.

To obtain application forms and to receive further details, please visit or contact 
AMIDEAST at:

►AMIDEAST Sana’a: Algiers St. #66, P.O. Box 15508, Sana’a. Tel. 01.400.279. Fax: 01.206.942. E-mail: 
Yemen@amideast.org
►AMIDEAST Aden: 162 Miswat St., P.O. Box 6009, Khormaksar. Aden. Tel/Fax. 02.232.345. E-mail. 

aden@amideast.org

Complete application submissions must include:
1. The Fulbright application form, available at AMIDEAST;
2. Contact information, including phone numbe(s) and mailing addresses;
3. An ITP TOEFL® score of 480 (scores may not be older than 2 years from date of application);
4. Certified copies in Arabic and English of all undergraduate transcripts and undergraduate diplomas 

or certificates of graduation;
5. Three letters of recommendation in English from individuals familiar with the applicants 

achievements; and
6. Three recent passport-sized photos.

NOTE: Applicants who do not have a valid CBT-TOEFL® score should contact AMIDEAST immediately to 
arrange for an ITP TOEFL® examination.

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED AT AMIDEAST OFFICES IN SANA’A OR 
ADEN NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2002.

mailto:Yemen@amideast.org
mailto:aden@amideast.org
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Old mosques, temples, 
and churches of Aden

By Nasreen Soomar - Aden 
For the Yemen Times

A
den is a Yemeni city 
with a great history that 
dates back to more than 
3,000 years and was 
always famous for 

being a trade hub where merchants 
used to transport, import, and export 
their various goods.

Having a long beach that covers it 
almost from all sides, Aden remains the 
most open Yemeni city to the world, 
particularly in religious aspects. Aden 
served as the home city of fascinated 
generations of different races and reli­
gions who lived in the city for long 
periods of time and left it with mani­
festing impressions of fond and beauti­
ful memories leaving behind temples, 
churches, and mosques some that were 
built centuries ago.

Among the religious fascinations in 
Aden are several religious buildings 
resembled in mosques, temples, and 
churches. Here a few examples were 

selected.

The Aden Mosque
The Aden Mosque is among the old­

est mosques in the Aden City. The 
mosque was built by Aban Bin Affan 
Bin Alhakam Bin Othman Bin Affan. 
Aban, a grand grandchild of third 
Muslmi Khalifa Othman bin Affan 
lived a religious life and was known for 
his admiration of Aden as a city. He 
died in Al-Madina Al-Munawwara in 
763 AH (After Hijra). This mosque 
was rebuilt many times, and in the year 
1996 AD it was completely demolished 
and reconstructed into a real mosque in 
the same location, resulting in the loss 
of its historical characteristics. The 
mosque was characterized by beautiful 
ornamentation.

Aidrous Mosque
This mosque is considered one of the 

famous mosques in Aden City and is 
situated in the Aidrous neighborhood 
of Aden. It was built by Wali Said 
Abubakar Bin Abdulla Bin Abubaker

Al-Aidrous, who came to Aden City in 
1458 AD and died in 1508 AD.

Alhashimi Mosque
The Alhashimi mosque is located on 

Alhashimi Street in the Sheik Othman 
district and is ascribed to Hashm Bahar 
before it was demolished by some 
Islamic extremists in 1997.

Three pillars forming an oblong 
shape built in the year 1960 were orna­
mented in the front side of the mosque. 
The construction of a replacement 
mosque is currently taking place.

Alasqalani Mosque
It is located on Alasqalani Street and 

was quite famous for having a number 
of great religious scholars. The mosque 
was demolished and rebuilt in the 
1960s.

Other old mosques
Among other old mosques in Aden 

are Aliraq’ Mosque, Alnoor Mosque 
both built in 1959 AD, Alrahman 
Mosque built in 1963 AD, Alrida

Mosque built in 1967 AD, in addition 
to a number of other old mosques.

Aden City also has some relics of 
Hindu temples and Jewish synagogues 
because of the presence of Hindu and 
Jewish communities in the past.

Shree Tricamiraiji- Haveli Temple
Located in Crater’s Alasqacani 

Street, the temple was constructed in 
the year 1862 AD.

Sharee Ramji Temple
Located near the Police Academy 

College in Tawahi district, it was built 
in 1875 AD.

Hanoman Temple
Located in Sheik Othman district, 

the temple was accommodated in two 
lodgings for the Indian community. 
The temple was built in the year 1882 
AD.

Shree Jain Temple
Located in Crater, it was also built 

in 1882 AD.

Shree Natajee Nandhir and Shree 
Shankar Hanoman Temples

Both temples are located in Crater 
and were built inside a large cave in the 
nineteenth century.

Shree Century
Located in Holkat Bay in Crater, the 

century had a 99-year lease signed on 
29th June 1932 AD.

Aden City also has a number of 
churches. Before independence of for­
mer South Yemen 3,500 Christians 
used to live in Aden City, and the most 
famous churches in Aden City are:

Saint Anthony Church
Built in the year 1839 AD, the St. 

Anthony church is located in the 
Tawahi district and a school was 
attached to it. In the past, the school 
was called Tarist Brothers' school.

St. Joseph Church
This church was built in the year 

1850 AD and is located in Crater.

There is a school named St. Joseph’s 
High School attached to this church. 
This school was once called the Roman 
Catholic Mission School.

St. Mary Church
St. Mary church is located on the hill 

opposite the group of Banks construct­
ed in the Year 1871 AD in Aden. It was 
used for many purposes. Now it is 
serving as the building of the criminal 
technical investigation department.

Another unnamed church in Tawahi 
district built in the year 1692 AD is 
located in the Hafoon area.

Danish Mission School / Bookshop
Facts reveal that there was a Danish 

Mission in Crater in the 20th century. It 
ran a school by the name of Danish 
Mission School. It also had a bookshop 
called D.A Bookshop.

Keith Falkoner Mission 
Hospital/School

There also was a Christian mission 
located at Sheik Othman called Reith 
F. Mission. It ran both a hospital and a 
school under the same name. However, 
at a later stage the hospital was 
renamed to “Dr. Affra Hospital”.

This variety in the different religious 
buildings in Aden, many which are pre­
served until today, stands as an exam­
ple of the tolerance and understanding 
of Islam as a religion and Muslims of 
Aden as a people. The ones running 
and operating whatever temples and 
churches active in Aden emphasize that 
the non-Muslim foreign communities 
living in Aden are freely practicing 
their religious duties peacefully and 
without any disturbance. The authori­
ties in the governorate of Aden have 
expressed their readiness and willing­
ness to do whatever possible to provide 
those communities with any facilities 
they need to practice their religions 
with ease and comfort.Al-Aidrous Mosque

St. Antitony Church

Mental Proliferation, Hakim’s Ninth Exhibition
By: Sa’ad Taker 
for Yemen Times

A
t the gate of the house of 
culture in the end of 
Republican Palace street 
in Sana’a a banner refer­
ring to the plastic arts 

exhibition of Hakim AL-Akil dew my 
attention, recalling his third exhibition 
in 1995 which was held at Al-Afif cul­
tural establishment in Sana’a. As I 
entered the gallery, I saw many young 
men standing in separate groups by 23 
different -sized posters whispering and 
pointing to them. A butterfly was flying 
in the gallery. “Ah” I shouted voiceless­
ly with wide-open mouth. “It is Hakim 
Al-Akil, the innovator artist whom I 
admired much.” The smart gentle artist 
was stopped from time to time by some 
audience to sign his autograph on their 
little copybooks.

A young man seeing my card hanging 
on my shirt’s pocket and sheets with 
camera hurried to me smilingly “Yemen 
Times, welcome to the exhibition” and 
handed me a catalogue, which I spent 
my time going through until the artist 
would be free. The title of the exhibition 
was “Mental splits” and it lasted for 
twenty days (20th April -10th May). A 
poem was presented by Mr. Khalid Al- 
Rowaishan entitled “A blue cloud and a 
lonely bird” praising Hakim and 
describing him as laughing dream bird 
followed. The critical essay by Hatem 
Al-Saker expressed “Mental Splits” in a 
vivid style. Next, a short biography of 
the artist, his qualifications and experi­
ences was given. Twelve photos of the 
posters concluded the catalogue. Hakim 
sat down, I hunted the chance to inter­

view him. With his lovely penetrating 
smile he welcomes YT.

Q: This is the ninth personal exhi­
bition, when and where was the first 
one?

A: It was at central house, Moscow in 
1992.

Q: What about the other ones?
A: The second was in state of Musm 

in Republic of Admortia in 1993, the 
third was at Afif cultural Est. in Sana’a 
in 1995, the fourth was in Sana'a in 
1996, the fifth was at ACE in Sana’a in 
1997, the sixth was at Expo in Sana’a in 
1998 and the eighth was in Sharjah in 
2001.

Q: What's the total number of 
your exhibitions?

A: More than forty one in Yemen and 
abroad.

Q; Where could your works be 
seen?

A: Many are in Moscow, Italy, Beirut, 
The Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Germany, England, Morocco, Egypt, 
France, U.S.A., the National Museum in 
Taiz, Yemeni Bank for Construction and 
Development, Immigration Office, 

ACE, Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
and many other personal possessions.

Q: What are the main themes you 
adopt?

A: Through these plastic art posters I 
expressed different ideas such as Mental 
Proliferation, Everyday Night, Causing 

Place to Come, By the Window, Mental 
Splits, Nights Tales, Renovated Dream, 
No, Merging and Creature’s Changing.

Q: What about your upcoming 
projects?

A: I am doing my best to come back 
with new ideas in the next exhibition.

After having tea together, I repeated 
my congratulatory messages on this 
event and shook hands with him. “Say 
my greetings to lovely YT’ he said.

After exchanging smiles and a 
“Thank you” message I concluded the 
meeting, took my equipment and left.

Hakem Al-Akel

Al-Sultan Palace (Al Bagh) 
on the abyss brink

By: Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Yemen Times Staff

The government has been emphasizing lately the 
significance of protecting the cultural heritage of 
Yemen in all means possible. This comes in a time the 
heritage is truly exposed to neglect and destruction by 
so many careless individuals and entities. Time has 
come for the government to prove its commitment by 
solid action because it does understand the problems 
and recognizes the dangers facing the Yemeni cultur­
al heritage including smuggling and extinction.

It is a pity to see the ancient Al-Sultan Palace (Al 
Bagh) in Mukalla City of Hadramout being exposed 
to wreckage by some people, who attempted to use 
the palace for their own interest despite the knowl­
edge of concerned -or shall we say unconcerned- 
authorities. As a result of continuous negligence, the 
palace which represents the most important architec­
tural feature of the governorate, was actually exposed 
to demolition and could have been totally destroyed if 
it were not for some faithful and honorable educated 
personalities of Hadramout who interfered on time to 
save the palace. Those individuals established a pop­

ular association called “Hadramout Home for 
Heritage and History” to protect such deep-rooted 
architectural buildings and sights. The association 
also called upon the local authorities to repair the 
damage caused to the palace and enable the associa-
tion full access to the 
palace to ensure its safety 
in the future.

The association repre­
sentatives also appealed 
through a letter to the 
Governor of Hadramout 
Mr. Abdulqadir Hilal to 
save this historical palace 
and disregard any attempts 
to convince him of using it 
for any other purpose. 
They assured him that they 
would want to introduce a 
model conforming to the 
efforts of the nation to pro­
tect Yemeni ancient her­
itage from demolition and 
extinction because a nation 

without past is a nation without future. They 
expressed their hope in that the governor would 
respond positively to those demands, which are also 
the demands of the residents of the area around the 
palace.

Al-Sultan Al-Bagh palace in Mukalla
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Drugs registration system and 
pricing of medicine in Yemen (1-2)

Ali Mohammed Saeed
M.Sc (Pharmacy)
For The Yemen Times

A
 presidential decree 

issued in 1975 re­
organized the 
Supreme Board for 
Drugs and Medical 

Appliances (SBDMA) signaling Yemen 
as a pioneer in the Arabian Peninsula in 
the field of controlling and supervising 
the import of medicine into the country.

The main task of the SBDMA is to 
organize and control the import and 
pricing of medicine and medical appli­
ances in Yemen. In order to achieve this, 
SBDMA adopted a registration system 
for imported drugs of all types. It 
advised foreign manufacturers that if 
they intend to export medicine to 
Yemen, they should first register them 
properly. A registration file containing 
certain certificates, scientific documents 
and other material should be set up for 
each and every drug imported into 
Yemen.

To control the retail price, SBDMA 
adopted a certain pricing structure to 
determine the public price. The board 
demanded from manufacturers to print 
the public price by non-erasable ink on 
the outer carton/packet of the medicine. 
SBDMA applied the registration system 
to pharmaceutical preparation including 
the so called OTC preparations. The 
board also applied the registration 
mechanism to medical appliances such 
as cotton wool, bandages, plasters, dis­
posable syringes etc. but requested less 
documents for this group of products.

The price structure: from the export 
CIF price to the public price.

SBDMA adopted the following price 
structure (during 1980-1993):

I. Landed Cost:
This is the cost equal to the CIF 

price plus 20%

(The CIF stands for Cost Insurance 
Freight)
20% are included to the price against the 
following:
1% -for obtaining the ‘Import Permit’. 
3% -for bank charges.
10% -for custom duty.
5% -for clearance, handling and trans­

portation expenses.
1% - for damaged goods during storage. 
Total 20%

Note: By the mid nineties, the 
Customs Authority reduced the customs 
of imported medicine to 5% instead of 
10% which is applied until today.

II. Wholesale Price
This is the landed cost plus 10% (the 

10% is the wholesale margin allocated 
for the importer/agent for ordinary med­
icine).

HI. Public Price
This is the wholesale price plus 20% 

(the 20% is the retail margin allocated 
for the pharmacy). This percent was 
allocated for all items, either ordinary 
medicines, life-saving, bulky items (dis­
posable syringes etc.), or OTC products.

Therefore, the price structure could be 
drawn in percentage as follows:
a) CIF: 100%
b) Landed cost: 100% x (20%+) = 

120%
c) Wholesale price : 120% x 

10%=132%
d) Retail price (public price) is: 132% 

x 20%= 158.4%

Note (1): By mid eighties, SBDMA 
realized that it needs to have an extra 
percentage on some items that are too 
bulky such as disposable syringes, cot­
ton wool, bandages, I.V solutions, etc.. 
Those items have very low CIF prices, 
but their clearance, transportation and 
storage expenses are very high. 

Therefore, SBDMA allocated an extra 
5% for clearance and transportation for 
such goods so that the landed cost for 
such products is CIF plus 25%.

Note (2): Some essential and vital 
drugs such as life-saving drugs and 
those indicated for very rare and special 
diseases are slow in sales. Therefore, 
SBDMA allowed a 15% (instead of 
10%) as a wholesale margin for the 
importer, so that the wholesale price for 
such products is landed cost plus 15%.

Main slogan of SBDMA: “Medicine 
is a service, not a commodity”

This is why SBDMA decided that the 
10% wholesale margin is enough for the 
importer to cover all other expenses 
such as: administration, marketing, sta­
tionery, rent of stores, salaries of 
employees etc plus profit. Actually, 
importers accepted such a low percent­
age despite the fact that this 10% is not 
enough to cover such huge expenses. 
Besides, SBDMA didn’t include a single 
percentage as net profit for the importer 

against his investment (capital), which 
is used for providing this medicine to 
the patient.

Annual Statistics Bulletin
SBDMA started in 1976 publishing 

its annual statistics bulletin. At the 
beginning, the bulletin started in low 
quality, but in time its contents and 
shape improved rapidly. The bulletin of 
2000 was edited almost perfectly and 
came out in an excellent manner.

In its statistic bulletin for 1986, the 
board mentioned the following data:
Year No. of 

Importers
Annual 

Import in USD
Exchange 

Rate

1976 27 123 million 1S=437 YER
1986 17 25.0 million 1$=9.02 YER

It is clear that the increase in the 
import during 10 years (1976-1986) was 
almost 100%

Current Registration requirements:
In October 1997, Ministerial Decree 

No. 233/10 specified the requirements 
for the registration of the manufacturer, 

the registration of the pharmaceutical 
preparation and the registration of the 
medical appliances (cotton wool, band­
ages disposable syringes). The decree 
adopted the registration and laboratory 
analysis fees. The decree also demanded 
that every three years, the manufacturer 
and its registered products should be re­
registered, and half the stipulated fees 
should be paid.

(A) Requirements for registration of the 
manufacturer and registration fee:

1- GMP: a certificate issued by the 
concerned authorities in the country 
of origin and to be certified by 
Ministry of Health (MoH) and the 
Yemeni Embassy.

2- An independent GMP to be issued 
by an international independent 
institution for inspection. SBDMA 
issued a list of the recognized insti­
tutions that do this work.

3- Site Master File: a comprehensive 
company profile with the details and 
diagram of the factory.

4- To pay US$1,000 as a registration 
fee.

(B) Requirements for registration of a 
pharmaceutical product and registration 
fees:
1- Free on Sale: a certificate issued by 

the concerned authorities according 
to the format adopted by World 
Health Organization (WHO).

2- Certificate of a pharmaceutical 
product: to be issued by the con­
cerned authorities in the country of 
origin and to be drawn in accor­
dance with the format of WHO. This 
certificate should be certified by 
health authorities and the Yemeni 
Embassy.

3- Certificate of analysis results indi­
cating the type of pharmacopoeia 
used for the analysis. Otherwise the 
manufacturer should send the 
method of analysis.

4- Declaration of prices in which the 
manufacturer should indicate the 
wholesale and public prices in the 
country of origin and the export CIF 
price requested by the manufacturer 
for the said preparation.

5- Stability study of the specific phar­
maceutical product intended to be 
registered. A stability chart should 
be accompanied with the study.

6- The manufacturer should send 20 
pieces of the said preparation to for 
analysis.

7- A comprehensive chart indicating 
various fees according to the fea­
tures of the drug: whether it will be 
registered in its generic name or 
trade name, or whether it is men­
tioned in the National List for Drugs 
or not. Another comprehensive chart 
is set for the analysis fees: whether 
the sample of the product is for reg­
istration purpose or taken from the 
market or taken from the port.

To be continued next week

Yemen is a pioneer in the Arabian Peninsula in the field of controlling and supervising the import of medicine into the 
country.

TOEFL® Announces
August Test Date and Location
On August 24, 2002, the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) will 
be administered. The location for this paper-based test will be:

AMIDEAST
Algiers Street, #66
Sana’a
Telephone: (01)400279/80/81 

(02)232345 (Aden)

How to Register tor Testing
Please register early by picking up a copy of the TOEFL Information Bulletin 
(copies at AMIDEAST) and using the scannable registration forms inside.

Where to Register for Testing
Before August 21, 2002 — Deliver your completed registration forms with test 
payment and registration fee to AMIDEAST at the address above.
Register early to guarantee a space!

On August 24, 2002 (Day of test) — Bring your proof of registration to the TOEFL 
test center. Stand-by registrations will only be accepted if space is still available, 
one hour before the exam begins.

Visit the TOEFL Web site at www.toefl.org for more information 
regarding test preparation and procedures.

Tender Ne. 23 of 2002
Import and delivery multiform 

TV videocassettes
The Public Corporation for Radio & Television invites eligible com­
panies to import and deliver multiform TV videocassettes.
Interested eligible companies can apply to the General Department 
of Radio & Television for collecting the tender documents at a non- 
refundable fee of US$ 200.
A technical specification, general conditions, instructions, and con­
tact’s terms are all available in the tender’s documents.
Bid envelopes will be opened at the Head Office of the corporation 
on Saturday 11:00 a.m. (August 31,2002) at the presence of the bid­
ders or their representatives. Any bid that arrive after 10:00 of June 
22 will not be considered.

Address:
Tel: 00967-1-230654
Fax: 00967-1-230761
P.O Box: 2182
E-mail: ycrtv@y.net.ye

http://www.toefl.org
mailto:ycrtv@y.net.ye
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I. What to Say
Situations and Expressions: (22) 
In Memoriain V

D
eath will come to each one of 
us. When someone leaves 
this world it’s an irreparable 
personal loss to the friends and 

relatives of the deceased. But blessed 
are those who lay down their lives for 
the sake of the country. Their loss is 
much more than a personal loss. It is 
national loss because they sacrificed 
their lives to keep others safe and to 
defend the country’s honor. They are 
truly martyrs of freedom. Their death 
is condoled not only by their family 
and close relatives, but by the army 
contingent of which they were 
members as well as by the entire 
nation.
We present below some examples of 
insertions in honor of the martyrs.

• We proudly remember all the 
martyrs of this Battalion who 
while showing exemplary 
courage and undaunted 
determination made the supreme 
sacrifice for the Battalion, the 
Regiment and the country. These 
valiant soldiers fought till their 
last breath for the name and fame 
of the battalion. On this day, we 
stand together, salute the martyrs 
and pray to the Almighty to give 
us the strength and courage to 
follow the example of the gallant 
warriors. (Family of the — 
battalion)

• All ranks of the — Battalion, — 
- Regiment pay homage to our 
martyrs who laid down their lives 
while serving in counter­
insurgency operations, in the 
finest traditions of the Regiment. 
Their great deeds of sacrifice and 
immense devotion to duty will 
remain a constant source of 
inspiration for all of us. We 
reaffirm our pledge to live upto 
the high standards set by them in 
pursuit of ‘Nothing but 
Excellence.’ (All ranks of — 
Regiment)

• ------ years have passed since you
flew away to rest in peace, this 
day, spirited until the end. An 
officer with the rarest 
combination of simplicity, 
compassion and commitment, 
rich with sterling human values, 
an ideal loving guy. We love and 
adore you. (Colleagues)

• — years ago you attained 
martyrdom during — operation 
in- . An epitome of bravery,
courage, compassion and honesty, 
you shall be our guiding light 
through the turbulent life of 
infantry soldiering and live in our 
thoughts and deeds for ever. Your 
valor shall always echo in our war 
cry. (All ranks of Regiment).

• You. Sacrificed your life for the 
honor of the nation. Your supreme 
sacrifice for the sake of the honor 
of the country has brought utmost 
pride to our battalion, Regiment 
and the Army. Today we 
rededicate ourselves to your 
ideals of gallantry. A free infantry

soldier like you shall always 
remain an unforgettable part of 
our family. (All ranks of the — 
Regiment).

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the 
following sentences
1. Will I turn the light on?
2. Shall he come tomorrow?
3. I’ve been studying English since 

four years ago.
4. I saw her to go.
5. I observed him to limp.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. It is I who am responsible for this 

mistake.
2. Tell me where you are going.
3. Ten students have passed and one 

has failed.
4. One of the thieves escaped, and 

two were caught.
5. It is time you went to bed.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Make a tyre, balloon, etc. smaller 

by letting out air or gas.
2. Take away human characteristics.
3. Person who does wrong things or 

fails to perform a duty.
4. Of high quality of comfort.
5. Political leader who tries to stir 

up the people.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Fail to perform one’s duty: 

Default (vi)
2. Change one's loyalty from one 

political party to another: 
Defection (n)

3. Person against whom a legal 
action is brought: Defendant (n)

4. Put off something to a later time: 
Defer (vt). Postpone (vt)

5. Open disobedience or resistance: 
Defiance (n)

IV. Grammar and Composition
a) Grammar
Use the following as verbs and 
nouns in sentences of your won:
1. Sense; 2. Court; 3. Print;
4. Advance; 5. Esteem; 6. Name;
7. Fool; 8. Turn; 9. Rank; 10. Fuss

b) Idioms and phrases
Use the following phrases in 
sentences of your own:
1. give a good account of oneself
2. add upto
3. be addicted to
4. address oneself to
5. in addition to

c) Words commonly confounded
Bring out differences in meaning of 
the following pairs and group of 
words
1. intelligent, intelligentsia
2. university, universality
3. sensible, sensitive
4. definition, definitive
5. authority (power), authority 

(person), authority (right)

Answers to last week’s questions 
a) Grammar and composition 
composition
1. The Adventures of Robinson 

Crusoe.
2. The Mystery of the Old Castle.

3. How to build your own house.
4. A New English Grammar.

b) Idioms and phrases
1. so as to (introducing an infinitive 

of purpose): He worked hard so 
as to secure the first position in 
his class.

2. as good as (the same thing as): 
Your actions should be as good as 
your words.

3. as (so) long as (on condition 
that): I shall protect you as long 
as you do your duty.

4. as much as (to the extent that): In 
as much as he is the head of the 
institution, his decisions are final 
and binding.

5. as (so) far as (to the extent that): 
As far as I am concerned, I have 
my support for all constructive 
proposals.

c) Words commonly confounded
1. affection (n) (kindly feeling, 

love): There is no comparison to 
mother’s affection for her 
children.
affectation (n) (a kind of 
behavior that is not natural, 
pretension): Don't indulge in 
affectation.

2. affluence (n) (wealth and 
comfort): Those living in 
affluence can hardly realize the 
miseries of the poor and the 
downtrodden.
confluence (n) (a place where 
two or more rivers meet): Sangam 
in India is a confluence of the 
rivers the Ganges, the Yamuna, 
and the Saraswati.
influence (n) (power to affect 
one’s character, beliefs, etc.): 
Lives of great men influence us 
and helps us to make our own 
lives sublime.

3. affirm (vt) (declare firmly): We 
solemnly affirm our loyalty to the 
constitution.
confirm (vt) (make one’s views, 
opinion firmer or stronger): I 
have confirmed my flight 
booking.
conform (vt) (comply with): We 
have to conform to the rules of 
the land.

4. afflict (vt) (cause physical or 
mental suffering): He is afflicted 
with stomach ulcer.
conflict (n) (fight, struggle, 
quarrel): You should try to avoid 
conflicts in all fronts.

5. affront (public insult on 
purpose): The boss took your 
comments as an affront to his 
pride.
confront (vt) (come face to face): 
We have to confront the problems 
of life bravely.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

, Persecution is worse 
than slaughter.

S2.A191

VI. Words of Wisdom 
“Gentle is that gentle does” 

—J. W Warter

YOUTH FORUM
Stiffness
Nothing remains, except the fingers 
Holding edges of delusion 
And flooded sights in the mud 
Barren and deprived of sense, 
Blowing, within the dust of incapacity, 
The ghost’s trumpets...
The imprisoned ... in the depth of silence 
Infidel of the glowing light 
From the inner conviction.

Has no remains, except the thoughts 
Moving away in distant seas 
Scattering in noisy anarchy 
With empty jars all around, 
Adoring — notion’s idols 
And yesterday's mirage

Carries nothing, except a dream

That slipped upon the edge 
Of being lost and strayed, 
With no grass in the hand, when 

stretched.
Hiding nothing in the joints
Except... the hissing winds.
And the leaves... field with no water
And a closed door, out and astray... 
Knows...no directions.

Mohammed Hassan Al-Quzahy 
Philosophy Teacher 

Mahweet

The Fire of Separation
The fire of separation is burning in my 

heart
For me and colleagues are getting a past 
My eyes are full of tears.

To leave the best persons and dears.
After spending the best time of four 

years.
Today is difficult to leave you colleagues.
After you Instilled in me your best 

memories.
It is not easy to tell you bye or farewell.
But it is against my will.
Ah! No thing I can tell or do.
But I promise I'll never forget you.
Our memories will cuddle each other.
Our hearts will live together.
You are in my heart forever and ever.
More than this I can tell nothing.
Only bye - farewell and invoke God's 

blessings.
Fuad Qaid Saeed
Aden University

Sana’a University launches 
Academic Exchange Program

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu 
Sana’a University

I
n the context of worldwide move 
for expansion and enrichment as 
a sequel to globalization, Sana’a 
University, is not lagging behind 
under the dynamic stewardship 

of its versatile Vice-Rector, Students’ 
Affairs, Dr. Abdulsalam Al-Joufy. It 
has launched a massive action plan for 
the empowerment of the university stu­
dents in terms of expansion in their vis­
tas of knowledge as well as widening 
their mental horizon about the broad 
academic issues in the Arab World in 
particular and the larger global context

in general. In this way the students of 
today who are the architects of tomor­
row can sensitize themselves about the 
problems and prospects of the emerg­
ing dimensions of the mainstream edu­
cation in a number of disciplines. They 
can also achieve the objectives of self 
awareness, contributing meaningfully 
to human resource development, the 
crying need in Yemen and rest of the 
Arab world. Under the provisions of 
the program, 48 outstanding students 
sponsored by the universities of 
Halwan, Al-Munofiya, Ainshams, Al- 
Maniya, Damascus, Khartoum, Al- 
Sudan, Ashyut, Aleppo, Al-Tanta have 
reached Sana’a in the one month

exchange program beginning 15 July. A 
total number of 72 brilliant students 
belonging to the disciplines of 
Education, Arts, Law, Medicine, 
Computer Science, Technological edu­
cation, Engineering, Sociology, 
Communication, Agriculture, 
Accountancy, Forensic Medicine, 
French language, Psychology, and 
Public Administration have been 
selected by Sana’a University for the 
academic tour of some of the leading 
foreign universities.

We present below a list of visiting 
students and their counterparts spon­
sored by Sana’a University and wish 
the program a success.

VISITORS

Name
Mustafa Kamel Mar’ei 
Mahmoud Mohammed Abdulaziz 
Mohammed Usama Badawi 
Mahmoud Fouad Al-Yasoumi 
Hani Samir Mohammed 
Mohammed Ahmed Abdulaziz 
Ahmed Izulrijal Al-Ai’as 
Ahmed Abdulrahman Mahmoud 
Eid Mohammed Abdulaziz 
Wa’il Mohammed Dakrouri 
Salama Said Abdul-latif 
Ahmed Mohammed Nabawi 
Yusra Said Abdulhameed 
Eiman Mohammed Sami 
Rami Said Abu Al-Ala’a 
Hisham R'afat Shaqi 
Mey Fauzi Mohammed 
Hibatullah Hamad Mahmoud 
Ala’a Atif Ahmed 
Rida Ali Dowider 
Mohammed Musa Shanab 
Reham Atiah Shaaban 
Imad Mohammed Abdulali 
Ahmed Ali Arab 
Walid Motawali Al-Saifi 
Ala’a Aashour Abdullah 
Ahmed Mahmoud Noqairah 
Ahmed Kamel Basyoni 
Ahmed Talal Al-Ashqar 
Hisham Salah Abdulwahid 
Mohammed Sulaiman 
Juma'a Ahmed
Mahmoud Farghali Mohammed 
Mohammed Ismael Seddiq 
Dunia Abdulhameed Naser 
Abeer Abdullah Hasan 
Sittalkul Mohammed Ahmed 
Khalid Ahmed Ahmed 
Khalid Al-Balowlah 
Rayan Ahmed Hasan 
Muna Mohammed Mustafa 
Maysah Mohammed Zien elabedin 
Aymen Ali Mohammed 
Hani Ishaq Jibreel 
Omar Al-Farouq Ahmed 
Salma Mohammed Hamad 
Hisham Jibreel Bakhit 
Dalia Al-Rasheed Abdulfattah

University
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Manoufiah 
Manoufiah
Manoufiah 
Manoufiah 
Manoufiah 
Manoufiah 
Manoufiah 
Manoufiah 
Tanta 
Damascus 
Damascus 
Asyot 
Asyot 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum 
Khartoum

Specialization
Engineering 
Engineering 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Science 
Science 
Science 
Science 
Pharmacology 
Pharmacology 
Fine Arts 
Fine Arts 
Fine Arts 
Arts 
Arts
English Literature 
Hotel Studies
Hotel Management 
Electrical Engineering 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce
Quality education/computer 
Economy 
Journalism 
Medicine 
Medicine
Media 
Media 
Media 
Media 
Media 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Medicine/Labs 
Medicine/Labs 
Medicine/Labs 
Medicine/Labs 
Medicine 
Medicine

Venue
High institute for communications 
High institute for communications 
Central Apparatus for Statistics 
Central Apparatus for Statistics 
Arab Bank 
Arab Bank 
Economic establishment 
Economic establishment 
Economic establishment 
Economic establishment 
Pascal corporation 
Pascal corporation 
Central Health Lab 
Central Health Lab 
Yemen Drug Company 
Yemen Drug Company 
Economic establishment 
Economic establishment 
Economic establishment
State Administration for Libraries 
Modern British Institute 
Modern British Institute
Hadda Hotel 
Hadda Hotel 
Hi Institute for Communications 
Arab Bank 
Arab Bank
Activities Accounts 
Activities Accounts 
Pascal corporation 
Activities Accounts 
Saba News Agency 
Kuwait Hospital 
Kuwait Hospital 
Thawrah Hospital 
Thawrah Hospital 
Thawrah Hospital 
Saba News Agency 
Saba News Agency 
Activities Accounts 
Activities Accounts 
Activities Accounts 
Central Health Laboratory 
Central Health Laboratory 
Central Health Laboratory 
Central Health Laboratory 
Kuwait Hospital 
Kuwait Hospital

SPONSORED SANA’A UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Name
Shima Abdullah Ahmed 
Taiseer Abdullah Al-Akwa 
Mofaddal Ahmed Abdullah 
Ibrahim Mohammed Abdullah 
Motahhar Mohammed Qaid 
Eiad Najeeb Al-Absi 
Saleem Hasan Al-Aqari 
Labib Ali Ahmed Abdullah 
Abdulaziz Sultan Al-Dabhani 
Muna Abdullah Mohammed Al-Khawi 
Elham Mohsen Mohammed 
Mohammed Yahya Mousa 
Ansaaf Zainullah Al-Dahab 
Jameel Mahdi Al-Showmi 
Intisar Mohammed Ahmed 
Talib Saeed Shamsan
Yahya Ali Al-Ghamri 
Taha Abdullah Al-Hamzi 
Mohammed Ali Ahmed Al-Aqabi 
Ghada Al-Ghalibi 
Ahlam Abdusalam Uthman 
Abeer Abdulkareem Al-Mashreqi 
Abdullah Saleh Al-Rahni 
Amin Abduh Hasan 
Fawaz Nasser Al-Fatemi 
Abdulqadir Murshid Al-Kaboudi 
Zeid Mohammed Al-Hadouri 
Omar Lutf Juhaiza 
Rabie Zeid Al-Ansei 
Abdulaziz Mansour Mohammed 
Khalid Ali Rajih Al-Rayashi 
Hashim Abdullah Meiad 
Mukhtar Abduh Mohammed 
Ammar Abdulkarim Daer 
Mohammed Hassan Al-Raqeemi 
Ryadh Mahmoud Hasan 
Rabie Fare Ahmed 
Anees Musleh Al-Ansi 
Abdulnasser Ahmed Al-Arasi 
Sam Ali Al-Sumat

College
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Science 
Education 
Media 
Media 
Media 
Media 
Education 
Education 
Education 
Education 
Education 
Dentistry 
Dentistry 
Shariea 
Shariea 
Engineering 
Engineering 
Engineering 
Engineering 
Medicine 
Medicine 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Engineering 
Dentistry 
Engineering 
Engineering 
Engineering 
Media 
Media 
Commerce

Specialization
Statistics 
Statistics 
Statistics 
Accountancy 
Accountancy 
Accountancy 
Accountancy 
Insurance
Business Management 
Computer
Physics 
Journalism 
Journalism 
Public Relations 
Public Relations 
Aids 
Technology 
History/aids 
English aids 
Technology 
Dentistry 
Dentistry 
General 
General 
Architecture 
Communication 
Construction 
Construction 
Medicine 
Nursing 
Management 
Economy 
Computer 
Dentistry 
Civil 
Constructions 
Civil 
Journalism 
Public Relations 
Insurance

University
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan
Baghdad 
Ain Shams 
Ain Shams 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan
Ein Shams 
Ain Shams 
Ain Shams 
Ain Shams 
Ain Shams 
El-Menia 
El-Menia 
Baghdad 
Baghdad 
Baghdad 
Khartoum 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Baghdad 
El-Menia 
Damascus 
Damascus 
Baghdad 
Aleppo 
Manofiah 
Halwan 
Manofiah 
Halwan 
Halwan 
Halwan

TIMES QUIZ (34)
Answer the following questions
1. Plants which are attached to soil 

are known as
a) Lithophytes
b) Halophytes
c) Aerophytes
d) Psammophytes

2. Which of the following would 
easily be lifted by a hydrogen 
ballon?
a) One kg of cotton
b) One kg of water
c) One kg of lightly packed feathers 
d) One kg of steel

3. Of the following vaccines which

one is used against 
tuberculosis?
a) TAB vaccine
b) BCG vaccine 
c) Salt vaccine 
d) Sabin vaccine

4. The chief role of a flower in the 
life of a plant is
a) to secrete honey and scent
b) to produce offspring 
c) its ornamental value 
d) to attract insects for pollination

5. Of the following things which 
can be called computer’s 
limitation?

a) Deciphering codes
b) Analysis of a situation
c) Writing poetry 
d) Abstract thought

Answers to Times Quiz (33)
1. Rate of energy released from the 

body denotes metabolism.
2. Heavy water is an oxide of 

deuterium.
3. CRAY-2 is the world’s fastest 

computer
4. The electricians wear rubber 

gloves because rubber is a bad 
conductor of electricity.

5. The full form of Hi-Fi is High 
Fidelity.

mailto:ramakantasahn@vahoo.com
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Local Press
Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

Al-Jamaheer 
weekly, organ of 
the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party, 
28 July 2002.

Main headlines:

Baath party calls on political 
forces for dialogue on national 
interest basis

- Zionist entity continues its 
unsightly massacres
Comrade al-Soufi: Adoption of 
proportional representation slate 
needs constitutional amendment, 
public referendum.

- Strict security measures against 
Yemeni citizens in Egypt

- Russian intelligence officer 
refutes U.S. allegations
600 Islamic personalities attend 
British foreign secretary's cere­
mony, expressing dissatisfaction 
over British stands versus Iraq, 
Palestine

The newspaper’s editorial has 
stressed that political dialogues are 
considered a very significant means 
for the exchange of viewpoints, 
deducing points of convergence in a 
manner guaranteeing rights and acti­
vating national dialogue. Dialogue 
could be held bilaterally; due to pecu­
liarity of of joint stances, or may be 
collective; when issues under discus­
sion are of concern for all.

Pursuant to this concept, the edito­
rial goes on, dialogues held by politi­
cal parties with the ruling party are 
categorized under the general dia­
logues because the issues in quest are 
not confined to certain political party 
as much as concerning one of the 
national constants, namely, the demo­
cratic experiment in which all forces 
must participate.

Any practice, not taking the form 
of collective character, could be detri­
mental to the patriotic action. It may 
be seeking to legislate a trend that 
would lead to dismember unity of the 
opposition attitude. In such a devel­
opment the authority can act singly in 
dealing with the negotiating stand 

and blackmail other parties individu­
ally.

Al-Wahdawi 
weekly, organ of 
the Nasserite 
People’s 
Unionist organi­
zation, 30 July 
2002.

Main headlines:

Rocket shakes al-Sha’af area, 
Jawf
Saudi demands for annexing new 
Yemeni territories
Security apparatus continue chas­
ing Bin Laden father-in-law’s 
family

- Taiz university students dispersed 
by using live ammunition
Mass rally held in Sana’a mark­
ing 50th anniversary of Egyptian 
revolution

Columnist Awadh Kashim says in 
an article that people are watching 
with concern he actual implementa­
tion of the government’s program on 
administrative, financial and eco­
nomic reforms pledged by al-Iryani 
government that culminated its activ­
ity with more "doses”.

People’s eagerness for reforms 
increasing especially after the aggra­
vated problems facing them in their 
daily life. Such problems’ burden got 
heavier after the increase of of phe­
nomena violating food stability and 
social and security aspects. 
Undoubtedly, dreams and hopes of 
people that they have associated with 
the achievement of the unity, are 
nowadays closely connected to the 
degree of seriousness of the present 
government’s program for meeting 
commitments of the electoral forum 
of the ruling party in various fields, 
including democratic freedoms and 
freedom of expression.

Encountering the difficult situa­
tions we are experiencing necessi­
tates effecting comprehensive politi­
cal, economic and security solution, 
ensuring radical treatment sincerely 
and truly and all contributing to guar­

antee the start line that would lead to 
people’s prosperity and safety of the 
homeland.

A l - B a I a g h 
Weekly, 30 July, 
2002.

Main Headlines:

In a surprise development, U.S. 
Intelligence announce Usama bin 
Laden killed

- al-Awadhi: Joint Meeting Parties 
“deformed” version of GPC’s 
proposals

- Time Bomb discovered in a 
mosque in Taiz
Confrontation between Taiz 
University students and the secu­
rity

- Smuggling a historical manu­
script to Saudi Arabia, aborted

- Government studies postpone­
ment of “sale tax”

The newspaper’s editor in chief 
remarks in his article we are still 
experiencing beginning of the begin­
ning of the democratic and partisan 
process. The political parties are still 
far from the citizen. They could not 
up till now find the convenient mech­
anism to approach him and win his 
vote in the elections. Instead of dis­
cussing this problem, the parties have 
directly jumped over to discuss the 
ways leading them to win seats in the 
parliament, even if it remained at its 
present level.

“This is considered a short-sighted 
stance on part of the political parties 
because they are looking for the 
party interests and giving them prior­
ity to public interest that is aimed at 
effecting a mechanism making the 
citizen cast his vote in dependence 
on parties platform” adds the chief 
editor in his article. Nevertheless, 
studying electoral regime and choos­
ing the one more convenient for our 
country, requires more studies and 

field researches. The process shifting 
from one electoral system to another 
would not provide a proper solution. 
Choosing an in between system is 
more reasonable and thus it could be 
studied the results the new system 
would produce.

The writer prays the parties that 
while holding symposium and con­
ferences, they would be more inter­
active and serious in discussing these 
subjects.

Al-Sahwah week­
ly, 1 August 2002.

Main headlines:

- Al-Fashiq bodyguards arrested 
MP for al-Muneera district of 
Hudeida arrests his voters 
Parliament defends its authorities 
Sale Tax postponed to after the 
upcoming parliamentary elec­
tions
Aden governor refuses to meet 
parliamentarians

Columnist Zeid al-Shami writes 
this week saying that anyone follow­
ing up what is going on in reality 
would not find any difficulty in 
observing the great confusion threat­
ening the society and dismantle its 
bonds and noble values. People’s 
dignity is abused and moral corrup­
tion is spreading in a tempo making 
the society getting used to it. There 
are some who encourage that and call 
for dealing with it as a normal phe­
nomenon in harmony with the calls 
for globalization compatible with 
what is common in the modern world 
of crimes and aspects of corruption.

Our society has begun to reap the 
bad fruits as a result of the deviated 
behavior.

The annoying news circulated 
about phenomena of corruption due 
to extreme poverty or overabundant 
luxury. All that dictates on the state 
its carrying out of its duties and bear 
its responsibilities for preserving the 

religion, reason and the generation.
26 September 
Weekly, organ of 
Yemen Armed 
Forces, 1 August 
2002.

Main Headlines:

- Interior Ministry: GCC and donor 
countries pledged to support coast 
guard police
PM Ba Jammal: Yemen refuses 
any strike on Iraq, calls for dia­
logue
Vice president praises Yemeni- 
Kuwaiti relations

- Agreement with American on re­
scheduling Yemen’s debts
Bin Laden’s father in law, released

The newspaper’s editorial says the 
tempo of American and British threats 
to Iraq and waving of dealing a mili­
tary blow and military interference, is 
being stepped up. It is a matter calling 
for much surprise and query about 
truthfulness of causes and measures of 
the U.S and Tony Blair’s British gov­
ernment, at this timing in particular. 
Justifications, each of them are trying 
to put forward for lunching aggression 
on Iraq under allegations of the lat­
ter’s not accepting return of UN 
weapons inspectors or its not abiding 
by implementation of international 
resolutions. These justifications are 
lacking the acceptable reason, even on 
part of U.S leaderships and influential 
congressmen.

policy, in which the United States 
gives itself the right to change the 
Iraqi regime by military force, would 
represent a dangerous stand and bad 
precedence in international relations. 
Such development would violate the 
international legitimacy and ethical 
and legal criteria. It would also lead to 
opening the way for a state of chaos in 
international relations and respect for 
the concept of international legitima­
cy, sovereignty of states and the right 
of people to choose their leaders and 
rulers. It is no right of any state giving 
itself the right to guardianship on 
other states, or allowing itself to 

impose its interests as appoint sub­
servient leaderships or regimes.

Peoples alone have the right to 
choose or change their rulers or lead­
erships whenever they wanted.

Attariq Weekly, 
30 July 2002.

Main Headlines:

Khoura hospital in Shabwa, blast­
ed before inauguration date 
Yemen’s women decide to stage a 
sit-in in front of the presidency 
office
Peaceful demonstration by armed 
forces pensioners society in Luder 

- Journalists in exile return home 
- Arrest campaign against Taiz

University students
- Two children killed, father injured 

in a bomb blast in Attaq

Columnist Khalid Ali Tuaiman crit­
icized the government policy in deal­
ing with the phenomenon of poverty 
describing it as throwing dust in the 
eyes, when it claims of taking serious 
steps in narrowing area and tackling 
its impact by expanding social securi­
ty net, and supporting welfare and 
development funds. He says the gov­
ernment is quite aware of the impossi­
bility of treating the problem of pover­
ty through these funds that are in their 
function subjected to undeclared crite­
ria and specifications. The proof of 
that is the priority of beneficiaries 
from these funds is given to the major­
ity who deserve it.

The writer says if the government 
wants to improve the living circum­
stances of the poor and combat pover­
ty, must realize that the low incomes 
of individuals and continuous rise of 
basic goods and services, under the 
policy of price reforms, has affected 
70 percent of the population. And this 
majority portion should be the benefi­
ciary of the net of social security and 
the welfare funds, adopted by the gov­
ernment.

World Press
Major news items in leading international newspapers Provided by Xinhua

Lebanon
BEIRUT, (Reuters)

DAILY STAR
A group of prominent Lebanese 

from varying confessional and polit­
ical backgrounds will attempt to cap 
rising sectarianism.

AL-MUSTAQBAL
Negotiations with mobile opera­

tors Libancell and Cellis are expect­
ed to start at the beginning of next 
week over operating the sector for 
the state after August 31.

AN-NAHAR
The Lebanese Broadcasting 

Company was warned over its cover­

age of a shooting spree at the teach­
ers’ pension fund.

Officials consider the coverage 
inciteful.

AS-SAFIR
Telecommunications Minister 

Jean-Louis Qardahi is undertaking to 
implement the cellular agreement.

AL-ANWAR
Mobile operator Cellis informed 

the government that it rejects operat­
ing the mobile sector for the state 
after August 31. But the communica­
tions minister said the company’s 
position was issued before a cabinet 
decision this week.

Nigeria
Saturday Punch

Six Nigerian states controlled by 
the Alliance for Democracy have 
resolved to postpone the Aug. 10 
local government elections, citing 
the failure of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission to 
update voters’ register.

Weekend Vanguard
Nigerian President Olusegun 

Obasanjo has condemned the recent 
attacks on Nigerians by Sierra

Leoneans in Freetown, urging his 
Sierra Leonean counterpart Tejan 
Kabbah to ensure the safety of 
Nigerians in that country.

This Day
President Obasanjo has directed 

Inspector General of Police Tafa 
Balogun to commence investiga­
tions into the bribe scandal involv­
ing a national commissioner of the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission.

Pakistan
Pakistan Observer

President Pervez Musharraf said on 
Friday that he had very fruitful and con­
structive talks with Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin for seeking China’s sup­
port to promote durable peace and sta­
bility in South Asia.

The Statesman
Pakistan on Friday categorically 

rejected Indian Deputy Prime Minister 
Advani’s charge that Pakistan pursued 
terrorism as an instrument of state poli­
cy.

The News
Pakistan Army on Friday successful­

ly foiled an attempt by Indian troops to 
establish a new post along the Line of 
Control the Neelum Vally sector of 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir in violation 
of the established Ground Rules.

Japan
Asahi, Mainichi:

The Japanese government eyes three 
percent cut in public works projects 
in fiscal 2003.

Nihon Keizai, Yomiuri:
Japan’s non-perfroming loans out­
standing at commercial banks 
reached a record high of 52 trillion 
yen (436.9 billion US dollars) at the 
end of fiscal 2001.

Mainichi:
The Japanese city of Yokohama plans 
to let residents decide whether to par­
ticipate in the national resident reg­
istry network.

Kenya

Kenya Times
A three-day information and com­

munication technology workshop for 
African internet community is set to 
be held in Nairobi, Kenya, next week.

Daily Nation
Three Kenyan children were killed 

Friday by lightning at their village 
home in Kericho area.

The People Daily
Hundreds of small-scale dairy 

farmers from Nyandarua District 
demonstrated Friday over the impor­
tation of powdered milk which they 
said is killing the "only” industry in 
the area.

Arab News - Khalil cartoon
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Written by
Abdulrahman Mutahhar

Translated by 
Janet Watson

Loyalty among Friends
M - An Arab poet once said. ‘How many 
friends you have when you count them, but 
in times of misfortune how few’!
Ma - How true! ‘You can never gain from 
what your brother has, nor can you use his 
lamp to light your way.’ But people are like 
metals: they’re not all alike - some are 
pure gold, some silver, some iron, and 
some of them aren’t metal at all, and these 
are the people who are many when you 
count them, but in times of trouble and 
need you won’t see them for dust.
M - Bless you! Really, Mus’ida, you do 
have good insight!
Ma - The best way to gain insight is from 
life’s lessons and experiences and by get­
ting to know people and how they differ. 
This is far more reliable than all the books 
you could read!
M - Life’s lessons and experiences are cer­
tainly the best way of learning about peo­
ple, whether they are from your own fami­
ly or from outside.
Ma-Quite!
M - Times of misfortune bring out loyalty 
in people, whether they're your own flesh 
and blood or friends and acquaintances.
Ma - That’s right, but between me and 
you, some people look out for calamities to 
befall their relative and gloat when some­
thing happens. You’re not stupid, Mus’id, 
you know what people are like!
M - Don't worry about that, Mus’ida, the 
Yemeni philosopher Ali ibn Zayid said, 
‘He who means to cauterize other people

will find himself cauterized even more! 
And he who delights in his cousin's mis­
fortune will meet a sticky end!’1
Ma - How right! God bless you. Ali ibn 
Zayid. ‘He who means to cauterize other 
people will find himself cauterized even 
more! And he who delights in his cousin’s 
misfortune will meet a sticky end!’
M - Listen here! Some people act as if 
they love their brothers and are really loyal 
to them, but all the time they’re plotting 
behind their back, just looking for some­
thing awful to happen. And you’ve no idea 
what they’re doing until their plotting 
rebounds back onto them. As God said in 
His Holy Book, ‘Double-dealing comes 
back to the perpetrator.’ God Almighty 
has spoken truly.
Ma - God indeed has spoken truly, but 
I’ve got another story to tell you, Mus'id. 
M - What’s that?
Ma - My nephew Husayn loves having his 
friends around, and nothing 
makes him happier than hav­
ing his rnafraj full of friends.
You've seen for yourself that 
he hardly ever has lunch or 
supper without inviting at 
least seven or eight friends. 
They all love him. They 
would lay down their lives for 
him and fawn around him like 
lap dogs!
M -They all love him and 
fawn around him as long as

he’s got the 5 million riyals his mother 
bequeathed to him! I’ve seen what people 
are like! They rush around those who’ve 
got money, and disappear as soon as they 
haven't.
Ma - You’ve hit the nail on the head! 
That’s exactly what’s happened - my 
nephew’s friends got to know he had an 
inheritance, and suddenly people popped 
up all around him, like bees round a hon­
eypot!
M - Quite! And when the 5 million riyals 
he’d inherited ran out and he found himself 
stripped penniless once more, his friends 
all disappeared into thin air and he was left 
regretting spending his money foolishly 
and not choosing his friends wisely. As the 
Arab poet said, ‘How many friends you 
have when you count them, but in times of 
misfortune how few’!

1 Cf. Qanun San’a, p. 14.

Mohammed Al-Shaibani

Horoscope
by Boadachia

Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 19)
Life’s lessons come in many shapes and 
sizes. Sometimes we feel blessed by 
the events that bring good fortune. 
Other times, we feel like victims of 
disasters, seemingly out of our control. 
But, think for a moment, that you really 

do bring about ALL these lessons, no matter what form 
they take. In particular, notice what you are trying to be 
told from the less than wonderful occurrences. You've 
been ignorant of something that is trying to push through 
your Ine. Depending on how far you nave opened up 
already, expect one of these two processes, (a blessed 
event or a difficult one) to bring you the very same 
outcome this week: personal growth and enlightenment.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
You have a resurfacing theme this week. 
Your goal is to "walk your talk", while 
being a proficient leader. Old models of 
leadership stressed a top-down 
philosophy..... rule with an iron fist "Do 
as I say, not as I do". Today's leadership 

asks for leaders to perform at all levels and all functions. 
If you think you have all the answers, you will alienate 
yourself and feel lonely “at the top". When you 
authentically believe in yourself, but know you 
sometimes have to defer to others to learn your own 
leadership skills, you will end up having others believe 
in you too. You will earn the respect and trust of people, 
while genuinely growing your wisdom and value.

Gemini (May 21 - Jun 20)
How often do you develop the habit of 
looking at the adverse side of life? You 
Elace much stress on those exceptional 
incidents that cause you inconvenience, 

discomfort, or unhappiness. Sometimes, 
you will allow those conditions to color 

your entire outlook on life. Eventually, this can lead to 
the loss of personal happiness and enthusiasm. Any 
new opportunity may seem like a burden, rather than a 
favorable opening. Life can be ruthless, showing us 
problems, no doubt. However, when you add up the 
number of those distresses, they are insignificant 
compared to the gifts that cross our path every minute. 
It’s important for you to recognize the flowers in your life, 
and not just be focused on the weeds. Life gives so 
many beautiful things, freely and benignly.

Cancer (Jun 21 - Jul 22)
You will often hear someone say, "I just 
can’t see that". It doesn't really matter 
what they are talking about What they 
are really saying is that they can't 
imagine something as possible. I'm sure 
you nave used those words at one time 

or another. What you need to be able to do at this time, 
is believe that you can see it. To imagine that anything 
is already yours, anything you want has already come 
into your life, is a real possibility. The message you are 
giving to the universe is that you know you believe it, 
because you've already seen yourself with it. It's a very 
powerful method of affirming what you deserve, and it 
works. But you must honestly have a belief in order for 
the universe to hear you.

Leo (Jul 23 - Aug 22)
Are you able to look forward and 
backwards at the same time? This is 
actually a wonderful quality that I know 
you possess. It's how you use it, at this 
time, that determines your future. If you 
look back, taking with you, the wonderful 

talents and wisdom you have accumulated, you are on 
the right track. If you look back, only focusing on your 
failures and heartbreak, you are stuck. The reason 
being, you will either fear moving forward, believing your 
old patterns will just happen again....or, you will recreate 
those patterns, because you re not ready to change 
things for the better. So, be prepared to leave much 
behind you right now. Big changes are yours, if you just 
ask for them. There is some very yummy stuff in the 
future, but you must go out there and meet it

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sep 22)
What is your biggest agenda item this 
week? Do you have a plan ready? What 
direction are you going? You may think 
you have all the answers.... get that hair
cut, finish the orders at work, go to the 
gym on Saturday and Monday, etc. I'm 

yawning, even though I know you can handle all this 
same old, same old routine. It's just that you are at risk 
for drowning in your own boredom. I suggest that you 
make your most important task to find that which truly 
stirs your passion and then do whatever it takes to follow 
that passion. While it will add a touch of adventure to 
your life, and give you a sense of purpose, the best 
news is, that at this time, it is the direct route to your

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22)
Life is like a picnic: work hard for a fun 
outcome, watch out for the bugs, wait for 
the good food, and be sure to invite 
people that add to the event. 
Sometimes, you get a bit stuck in trying 
to make everything work out “now", that 

you lose sight of the original desire outcome. You may 
settle for less, just to appease the moment. Living in the 
moment is wonderful, but if you put all those strings of 
the “the moment" together, and they’re still not getting 
you to where you need to be, it's time to expend more 
effort in the moment. When you make temporary 
sacrifices, even though it seems a long time period, you 
are able to focus on the details, keep refining your 
process, and end up in a much more wonderful 
experience of life.

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)
You can have the best of both worlds, 
but it requires how you communicate. 
Each person has their own way of 
expressing themselves. Some people 
put everything on the table, making their 
words clear and concise. But others 

may say one thing and mean another. It is your job to 
break the code of how people communicate. Once you 
do this, it is important that you follow their lead. Learn 
how to speak their language, but also maintain your 
integrity. As long as the communication is honest and 
sincere, you will be able to reach others at their level, 
and gain the most from the interaction. Try pushing your 
communication method upon others, no matter how 
wonderful it is, and you'll be met with opposition or a 
dead end.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)
Believe it or not, you're in the midst of 
needing and being able to make quick 
choices. They can always be changed 
again later, but sitting around, 
contemplating something won't work at 
this time. If you're thinking about 
changing something, now is the time, 

and as a result, you will see progress. If you take your 
emotions out of the equation and look at your life 
objectively, you will see the clear path. It's really about 
aligning yourself will allies who can help you make 
things happen. Just be sure to remember that allies 
come in many packages, and it may require looking past 
the obvious choices. It's really a nice time for moving 
forward, provided you leap and not crawl.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)
I don't mean to make you blush, but you 
have some serious seduction that you 
need to do on your loved one or the 
person of your affections. If you're in a 
committed relationship, pump up the 
volume and get the steam rising. 

Through the art of seduction, you will reap some very 
nice rewards from the other person. The way to their 
heart is to feed their ego through their, err... you know. If 
you are single, you can still seduce! Who have you been 
admiring that you could increase the romantic overtures 
with? At the very least, give yourself the gift of 
something sensual, that brings out your sexuality. Then 
maybe, someone will notice you!

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)
Whether you're traveling on the road to 
another city, or on the road through life, 
there can be some great shortcuts to 
take that have nice benefits. You can 
save time, get out of the congestion, see 
and experience something different, etc. 

However, there are times when shortcuts can be 
disastrous. Now is one of those times. Do not, I repeat, 
do not attempt to get somewhere the easy way, or the 
assumed short way. Finding faster solutions to your 
needs and wants will lead to greater sorrow later. Sure, 
there is that temporary sense of satisfaction, but the 
price is going to be more emotionally expensive than 
you will be able to handle. It's not worth it. Take the 
longer, albeit more challenging route, and you will be 
rewarded like never before.

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20)
When you work behind the scenes, on 
the smallest details, you will see 
yourself nourish. It's easy to see the big 
picture and have big hopes for success 
and prosperity. Its another matter to 
hunker down and do what needs to be 

done to fulfill those dreams. Your ability to concentrate 
is enhanced right now. Your ability to draw on patience 
is high. Your ability to get motivated is growing. In other 
words, the end of the rainbow is really not as far as you 
may think. If you just sit back and wait for it to come to 
you, however, then you may not get much closer. If you 
start chewing away, without focusing on the end result, 
you will look up someday and realize you are there!
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Ronaldo's agent talks to 

Real but no bid made
By Kevin Fylan

MADRID (Reuters) - Ronaldo's 
agent has told Real Madrid the 
Brazilian striker is ready to leave 
Inter Milan, the Spanish club's sport­
ing director Jorge Valdano has 
revealed.
Valdano played down the chances of 
Ronaldo joining the galaxy of stars 
at the Bemabeu, though, saying Real 
were only "relatively" interested in 
the player, who led Brazil to World 
Cup glory by topping the scoring 
chart with eight goals.
Real would not be prepared to pay 
an "astronomical" sum to bring 
Ronaldo to the Bemabeu, Valdano 
said, and would not even consider a 
bid unless Inter decided they were 
ready to sell.
"Ronaldo's agent (Alexandre 
Martins) informed us that the play­
er’s intention is to leave Inter 
Milan," said Valdano, who was 
speaking in response to claims on a 
Spanish radio station that Real had 
signed the World Cup winner.
"I immediately spoke to Inter Milan 
directors, because we have a non­

aggression pact with their club. "The 
agent asked us if Real Madrid could 
be interested and what we want to 
make clear is that we would make no 
move unless Inter decided they 
wanted to sell.
"At the moment Inter Milan are not 
prepared to sell and Real Madrid are 
not prepared to buy.
"Some time ago, when some figures 
were put on the table, we were so far 
away we couldn't even get to 50 per­
cent."
Real president Florentino Perez 
broke the transfer record twice in his 
first two years in charge to bring in 
Luis Figo for $56 million from 
Barcelona and Zinedine Zidane for 
$66 million from Juventus.
Ronaldo has experience of the 
Spanish game, having played a sea­
son at Real’s great rivals Barcelona 
after moving to the Nou Camp in 
1996 for a then world record $19.5 
million.
He scored 33 goals in 38 games that 
season as Barcelona won the 
European Cup Winners' Cup before 
joining Inter Milan for another 
world record fee of $27.9 million. Brazilian superstar Ronaldo (Reuters)

No to television 
replays anymore?

AUCKLAND (Reuters) - Sepp 
Blatter, president of world soccer's 
governing body FIFA, says he is 
opposed to the idea of using television 
replays to assist match officials.
Speaking after a meeting of the 
Oceania Football Confederation 
(OFC) had elected Australia's Basil 
Scarsella as OFC president, Blatter 
said: "As long as I am president of 
FIFA, I am totally opposed to artificial 
help for referees in FIFA-controlled 
matches.

"Any idea of television replays to sort 
out offside decisions or the like would 
take away the spontaneity of the game 
and destroy the human touch, which 
makes the game more popular." 
Blatter acknowledged mistakes were 
made during the recent World Cup in 
South Korea and Japan, and that they 
had prompted scathing criticism from 
teams who believed they had been 
wronged by bad decisions from match 
officials, but said errors would always 
be made.
"The human touch is what is impor­
tant, and while the matches are under 
the control of humans and not elec­
tronics, mistakes will be made," he 
said in Auckland. "But we must work 
hard to diminish them."Sepp Blatter, President of FIFA (R)
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Yemeni Coffee, Taste and Quality
Prepared for Publishing 
By Ismail Al-Ghabiri 
Yemen Times Staff

T
he Yemeni coffee is one 
of the best in the world 
Yemen is famous for its 

coffee, which used to be 
exported to different 

parts of the world. Yemeni coffee with 
its unique flavor had been and still the 
favorite for both locals and foreigners.

Coffee tree can be clearly seen grown 
in the northern, central, southern, and 
eastern parts of Yemen from Sa’adain 
the north to Yafea’a in the south. The 
coffee tree also grows on the slopes of 
mountains valleys at the height of 
100m-200m over sea level.
The total area planted with coffee trees 
represents 2.5% of the total arable 
land, that’s around 33.000 acres spread 
over 12 governorates. Yemeni coffee 
is considered the best in terms of puri­
ty, low caffeine and side effects pesti­
cides. And in spite of the long history 
of the Yemeni coffee dating back to 
centuries, it is not yet scientifically 
classified. A researchers has classified 
the Yemeni coffee into main three cat­
egories, Al Ayni, Al Tofahi , Al 
Dawaery. But recently the names 
came to be known by the areas pro­
ducing it, for example, Al Audini, Al 
Hamadani, Al Ismaeli, Al Matari and 
others.
There are several ways for making the 
Yemeni coffee and the most popular 
one is the Arabian way in which coffee 
is to be mixed with spices till it boil. 
Till the ‘40s of the last century, 
Yemeni coffee had been in its golden

days and fame, but in the in the second 
half of the twentieth, the growing of 
the coffee tree decreased dramatically. 
Top of the main reasons behind such 
decrease is the non-stop of Qat grow­
ing nationwide, which threatens the 
existence of coffee tree. Nowadays, 
calls to take care of coffee tree rose 
again at both people and official levels 
to regain the highly considered posi­
tion of Yemeni coffee among other 
categories in the world. Development 

programs on how to cultivate the cof­
fee tree have been set up to expand the 
area planted with coffee tree and 
investment opportunities in the this 
field. Hence, coffee trade has flour­
ished and Yemen exported around 
3199 tones of coffee during the year 
2000, a matter that encourages farmers 
and the government to consider plans 
in this vital issue in order to restore the 
fame of Yemeni coffee locally and at 
the international level.

Raw Green coffee

Prices of Yemen Times in Gulf Countries - KSA: 2 rials, UAE: 2 dirhams, Oman: 500 baisas, Qatar: 2 rials, Bahrain: 200 fils


