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Regional conference promotin

Hand extended to government

Yemen Times Staff

Sana’a, Sept. 14 — The par-
ticipant journalists in the
regional conference organized
by Yemen Times in coopera-
tion with Friedrich Ebert
Stiftung that started yesterday
in Sana'a with the title “Role
of the Free Arab Media in
Economic Development”
have extended their hands to

Undoer The Auspice:
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Theme of the conference “Partnershi

artnershi

their governments to start a
partnership towards achieving
greater economic develop-
ment.

In the opening speech given
by Walid Al-Saqqaf, the
Editor-in-Chief of Yemen
Times, the participants agreed
to extend their hand to the
government and offer support
to carry out deeply-needed
economic and administrative
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reforms in the Arab world to
achieve economic growth.

“We seize this opportunity
to extend our hands to deci-
sion makers in our Arab gov-
ernments so as to be partners
in development for a prosper-
ous future for our next gener-
ations” Al-Saqqaf said.

The conference, which was
attended by around two hun-

sadors, diplomats, business-
men, academicians, journal-
ists, researchers, intellectuals,
and participants from a num-
ber of Arab countries, has
been considered by many to
be an initiative to bring solid
and concrete steps to enable
Arab governments to cooper-
ate with media in the field of
economic development.
Continued on page 3
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p towards Development” is considered an initiative by the Arab Media to governments to
cooperate towards enhancing economic development in the Arab World.

Left to right: Mr. Mahboob Ali, Chairman of the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate, Mr. Walid Al-Saqqaf, Editor-in-Chief of Yemen
Times, and Dr. Paul Pasch of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation

Oil pipeline in
Marib pierced

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Unidentified tribesmen pierced '

the oil pipeline Friday morning in
Serwah 120km to the south of the
capital Sana’a, causing fire and
leakage of oil in large quantity, a
local source told Yemen Times.
The source pointed out that
unknown tribesmen blew up the
oil pipeline stretching from Safir
area in Marib to the Red sea port
in west Yemen. Authorities could
put out the fire and would repair

the pipeline to continue carrying oil for

exporting at the port.

A security official in Sana’a said that
security men were hunting down for the
perpetrators at Jahm tribe as the authori-
ties believed they belong to the tribe
s whose prominent Sheikhs are in still cus-
tody for some weeks in Sana'a. The
authorities hold them in prison over the
killing of a military man from al-Zaidi
clan, Jahm tribe by security men. The
tribesmen differed with the authorities
that the
killers should be brought to justice while
the authorities wanted to settle down the

over this issue and insisted

no avail.

the authorities.
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problem in a tribal manner of sorting out

disputes and problems. The Sheikhs of |
this tribe disagreed with the President of
the Republic over that issue at the pres-
idential palace and accordingly orders to
put them in prison were given. Some
outstanding tribal figures from Khawlan
tribe interfered to end the problem but to

A tribal figure in Marib dismissed the
idea that the explosion of the pipeline
might be related to Jahm'’s problem with

The pipeline was pierced several times
during the last decade by tribesmen from
the same tribe to express their
resentment with the government or
they used to kidnap foreigners to
blackmail the authorities, demand-
ing development projects for their

It is to be mentioned here that
more than 20 explosions took place
in this area particularly in 1993 and
then explosions stopped.in 1999.

Yemen, Saudi
discuss al-Qaeda
suspect swap

Yemen Times Staff

SANA'A, Sept. 11- Official sources have confirmed to
Yemen Times on Friday that discussions are taking place
between Yemen and Saudi Arabia concerning the exchange
of 13 prisoners suspected of connections with al-Qaeda
| metwork.
| Observers believe that Yemen will hand over seven
| Saudi nationals arrested recently after a massive manhunt
| was carried out in the country.
The seven men were captured after the Saudi govern-
ment issued a warrant to Yemen about the names and fea-
tures of the suspects thought to have infiltrated the borders
into Yemeni soil.
Among the seven arrested was Bandar al-Ghamdi, who
is now under interrogation in Yemen and who is suspected
| of being part of a plan for a terrorist operation in Riyadh.
| Eighteen other militants are listed in a Saudi warrant issued

before the bombings in Riyadh which killed 35 people on
| May 12.

The two countries have already handed over other sus-
pected militants in recent months.

Yemen and Saudi Arabia have come under tremendous
pressure from the USA to launch massive arrest campaigns
to hunt down any suspected terrorists under the umbrella of
the war against terror. Security cooperation between the
two countries has increased significantly in the past few
months and is concentrated on chasing suspected elements
and stopping smuggling of goods and weapons across the
border between them.

It was not clear whether he was among the 13 names
being discussed with Saudi Arabia.

Four suspected militants, including two men sus-
pected of links to a 2002 attack on the French super
tanker Limburg have also been handed over to
Yemen by Saudi Arabia.

Meanwhile, Yemen handed over two Saudis to
Riyadh for being suspected of belonging to militant
groups operating in the neighboring kingdom.
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Yemen says:
18 refugees drown
after forced off ship

SANAA, Sept 13 (Reuters) -
Eighteen refugees, mostly Somalis,
drowned and more were feared dead
after they were forced off a ship as it
neared the coast of Yemen, a Yemeni
official said on Saturday.

The official told Reuters the 18 were
part of a group of around 100 refugees
trying to reach Yemen by sea. He said
55 people, including a number of
Ethiopians, had been rescued and
around 27 were still missing after
Thursday’s incident. He gave no
further details.

The office of the U.N. High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
says illegal migrants are often forced
into the sea while still some way off
shore by captains seeking to evade
Yemeni coastal patrols.

Last month, the agency said a group
of 30 Somali refugees was forced at
gunpoint to jump into the water as they
neared the southern coast of the Arab
state. Only 18 of them reached shore.

The UNHCR estimates that there are
more than 70,000 refugees in Yemen,
most of them Somalis. The Yemeni
government puts the figure at more
than 165,000.

Palestinians in
Yemen support Arafat

Sana’a, Sept, 13—Organized
by the Palestine Embassy, a sit-
in representing the Palestinian
community in Sama’a was
staged here today in a protest
against the Israeli decision to
send Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat to exile. Many
Yemenis from the public and
private syndicates and societies
also took part in the sit-in.

A speech was delivered by
Palestinian Charge d’ Affairs focusing
on conspiracies set up by the Israeli
government Prime Minister Arial
Sharon against the Chairman of the
Palestinian Authority.

In his speech, he demanded the
European community and the United
Nations to pressurize Israel to stop it
from taking such a serious decision
that could have long-term repercus-
sions in the future.

Sheikhs skip payments, while
the poor in Taiz live on garbage

Taiz, September 9 - Sources close
to the Water Project in Taiz
informed the Yemen Times Taiz
bureau that the authorities have
failed to convince a rich sheikh liv-
ing in one of the high class localities
in Taiz to pay an amount close to YR
one million to the water authority,
while in a nearby neighborhood,
poor citizens live on food remains
found in garbage cans. The poor

have also been deprived from water
and electricity services due to their
inability to pay the cost of installa-
tion and fees.

The issue has gone even further to
result in huge gaps between the rich
and the poor in the city, as authori-
ties have failed to enforce the law on
the powerful to pay their water fees,
while preventing the poor from get-
ting the basic services.
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Teachers demand review
of redistribution list

Taiz, Sep, 13 -
Teachers rallied last
Saturday in the streets
of Taiz demanding the
immediate cancellation
of the decision taken
by the Ministry of
Education to redistrib-
ution many teachers in [
the city of Taiz and
send many of them to
rural areas.

The rally started at
the Education Office in
Taiz and continued
until the Taiz gover-
norate headquarters,
which is about 6 km
away.

Female teachers told
the Yemen Times that
the decision of the
Teacherxs
Redistribution
Committee and the
Education Office in
Taiz was a violation to
the Education
Minister’s decree con-
cerning teachers’ dis-
tribution to remote
areas.

Even the physically handicapped
were included in the teachers’ redistri-
bution list. According to the decision,
Yaser Abdurrahim, a physically hand-
icapped teacher will be sent from the
al-Farouk School in Taiz City to
Dhubab, a region close to the Bab al-
Mandab straight near the Red Sea.

On his part, Mr. Ahmed al-Ansi, the
Deputy Assistant of Taiz Governorate
met the teachers and listened to com-
plaints. Teachers were asked to lodge
complaints about the new distribution
list.

Female teachers were particularly
furious about the decision. A female
teacher working for more than 11
years in the Azoura School in Taiz is

to be transformed to the outskirts of
the city. She said that for eleven years
she has been working happily in Taiz
City and would reject any post in a
remote area.

The majority of the teachers
exposed to redistribution see the deci-
sions taken to be a mere political deci-
sion and not for the benefit of educa-
tion.

The decisions have come in bad
timing for many teachers who may not
have enough time to adjust to their
new locations because the decisions
came at the beginning of the new aca-
demic year.

Many educational experts say that
this might weaken the quality of edu-
cation in Yemen even further.

A rally staged by teachers in Taiz city demanding review of redistribution list

Al-Jazeera
Satellite Channel
Yemen Bureau

.
resigns

Mr. Anwar Al-Ansi, Chief of Al-
Jazeera Satellite Channel in Sana’a
has on September 11, 2003 tendered
his resignation of his office.

Al-Jazeera accepted Mr. Al-Ansi
resi ion and app i d Mr
Murad Hashim, its correspondent in
Sana’a as an acting director of its
Sana’a office as from September 11,
2003.
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THIS WEEK’S
QUESTION:

Based on Israeli
threats, what do you
think would be done to
Yasser Arafat?

* He would be sent to

exile by force.

He would be
imprisoned,

He would be
assassinated.

HL will just remain in

LAST WEEK’S
QUESTION:

Do you believe that the new

Palestinian prime
minister Qurai’ will do
well?

¢ ltis hard to tell. 44%

¢ | believe he will do worse.

37%

¢ | believe he will do better
than his predecessor.

. 19%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll

and have your voice
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A lecture b

rominent journalis

Post-war Iraq:
Challenges & ambitions

Sanaa, September 13 — During the
regional conference “Role of Free
Arab Media in Economic
Development” to be held during 13-
15 September in Sanaa, a number of
side activities will be taking place in
Sanaa. Among those activities will be
an open lecture to be given on
September 13 at 19:00 at the Yemen
Times premises in Sanaa by Mr. Saad
Al-Bazzaz, prominent Iragi journalist
and editor-in-chief of the London-
based Daily Azzaman newspaper.

Al-Bazzaz will be giving a lecture
on “Post-war Iraq: Challenges and
ambitions”, in which he will describe
the conditions of Iraqi people after
the end of the coalition (US-UK) war
on Iraq and the challenges faced by
the new government and future ambi-
tions for a prosperous Iraq.

The lecture, which is open to the
public, will be an opportunity for
those interested to know more about

Mr. Al-Bazzaz

the current conditions in Iraq from a
person who has analyzed the situation
from all dimensions and can give a
comprehensive and accurate picture
of the whole situation.

Monitoring needed
in our markets

Sana’a, Sept, 13- In a statement
published last Tuesday, the Yemeni
Society for Promoting Domestic
Products demanded that the cabinet
set up a committee chaired by the
vice prime minister, Mr. Ahmed
Sofan to review means related to
protecting consumers and ensuring
permanent markets for domestic
products.

An emphasis was placed on the
need to reactivate the standardiza-
tion authority as well as determining
procedures to conduct the necessary
checkups for foodstuff material and
drugs.

This is expected to be achieved
through mapping out a national strat-
egy lo protect consumers and nation-
al industries.

It is to be mentioned here that the
Yemeni markets are flooding with
every imaginable competing brands
from the region and the world.

Distributed by Yemen Times

Guide on Yemeni banks issued

Sanaa, Sept 13 - Al-Nukhba
for Public Affairs and Publishing
has recently released the Yemeni
Banking Guide 2003, which was
distributed by Yemen Times and
sponsored by Yemen Times and
the Yemen Banks Association.

The guide has been rated by
many as so far one of the best
banking guides published in the
country. The guide includes
accurate and significant informa-
tion about most of the banks in |
Yemen.

Dr. Fuad Shaker, the General
Secretary of Arab Banks Union,
and Mr. Ahmed Al-Khawai, the
Head of the Yemeni banks
Association have introduced the
guide to the readers and Mr.

Yaser al-Mayasi, a Yemen Times
journalist, has edited it.

The guide aims at having the
public become acquainted with
the bank services offered in
Yemen. Its objective is to inform the
readers about the pace of technological
and service-oriented growth of banks
operating in the country.

The guide contains four main chap-
ters about the Yemeni Central Bank,
governmental banks, private commer-
cial banks, and Islamic banks and for-
eign banks operating in Yemen.

The guide also includes some finan-
cial studies and statistics related to the
banking field. Besides the information
it includes on how banks operate in
Yemen, the guide also provides infor-

mation about general and Islamic
banking laws.

Part of the guide was written in
English, while the rest is in Arabic lan-

guage.
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Hand extended
to government

In his speech during the opening cer-
emony, Dr. Paul Pasch of the Friedrich
Ebert Stiftung confirmed that the con-
ference was aimed at building “bridges
between Arab governments and free
media towards achieving greater eco-
nomic development in the Arab world.”

In his statement to participants and
guests, Mr. Mahboob Ali, Chairman of
the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate also
focused on the need to bring the media
and Arab governments closer together
to achieve what is best for Arab nations.
“We see that the influence of the media
has become strong and immense in
many countries throughout the world. It
is time that we join forces and build
bridges of understanding and coopera-
tion between the media and govern-
ments just to cope with the needs of
today’s world.”

The conference, which will be con-
cluded today, will bring about recom-
mendations on how to establish a better
and solid role of the media in promot-
ing economic developments.

The sessions

The first session of the conference
held on Saturday included working
papers presented by Dr. Mohammed
Abdulrasheed of Aden University on
“Means and tools that can be used by
the free Arab media in supporting eco-
nomic development.” In his paper, Dr.
Abdulrasheed argued that there were
several ways 1o assist economic devel-
opment. “There are direct and indirect
ways to achieve that. Among the direct
ways are the immediate effect media
reports have on supporting certain com-
panies or goods, and promoting certain
investment fields by providing publici-
ty and information. Indirectly, the
media can be an opinion maker and
raise awareness among the public about
values such as democracy and elec-
tions. When citizens are aware of elec-
tions for example, they could elect
those who have the skills and qualifica-
tions to carry out the positive reforms

- o e 8

Mr. Walid Al-Saqqaf, Editor-in-Chief
of Yemen Times

needed for the society.”

The second paper was presented by
Mr. Walid Abdulaiz Al-Saqqaf, Editor-
in-Chief of the Yemen Times, on “Steps
to be taken for the media to support
economic development.” In his presen-
tation, Al-Saqqaf put stress on the pri-
ority to free journalists from strings
attached to them, which consequently
prevent them from reporting accurately.
He said that the main idea behind free-
dom of the press comes in financial
independence, professionalism, and
political independence. This would
give media enterprises the means and
motives to report on financial corrup-
tion, mismanagement, anti-investor
regulations, and other issues that hinder
economic development. “There should
be serious steps taken to reform press
laws and regulations and reform the
judicial system before journalists can
write freely and hence become active in
supporting economic development.”

Al-Saqqaf also emphasized the role
businessmen play in supporting the
media by marketing through them to
build their capacity and benefit from
their growth. “*Companies and media
establishments can help each other
grow” he said. Furthermore he noted
that the donor community and interna-
tional organizations have a major role

Mr. Mahboob Ali, Chairman of the
Yemeni Journalists Syndicate

to play by supporting independent
media morally and financially through
capacity building projects, financial
assistance, training, and free consulta-
tions.

“But all of this cannot happen unless
the government respects the media and
becomes convince of the role it could
play in this regard.” he concluded.

The Italian Ambassador to Yemen
H.E. Mr. Giacomo Sanfelice di
Monteforte gave a presentation on
“European perspective: Is lack of
media freedom a factor behind poor
economic performance in the Arab
world?”

In his speech, the ambassador gave a
briefing on the European example and
the freedom of media in the European
Union. He stressed on the fact that
Europe’s economic growth was possi-
ble due to the high level of democracy
and freedom lived in Europe. “Freedom
of the media for the EU is very much
central in the multiple European activi-
ties.” he said.

As for the Arab world, Mr.
Monteforte concluded in his paper that
human development is the essence and
basic of development in all other sec-
tors for the Arab world. He obtained
this conclusion from the Arab Human
Development Report 2002, which said

Dr. Paul Pasch of the Friedrich
Ebert Foundation

that “the pattern of economic growth in
the Arab region in the last three decades
resulted in fluctuating perform-
ance....Growth in the Arab countries
has been hampered by low and declin-
ing labour productivity.”
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Mr. Monteforte concluded his paper
by stressing that “the social and cultur-
al development of the people is of crit-
ical importance: Liberating human
capabilities through good governance
and human development in the Arab
world is very likely to be the challenge
ahead for achieving better development
performances.”

“To this end, there is no possible
doubt that the freedom of media can
play a critical role.” After all, the
“media are the mirror in which every
country sees itself” and hence, free
media, according to Mr. Monteforte, is
of major significance “in the determi-
nation of the economic performances of
every country.”

In the second session entitled “The
Arab Media as an observer and ana-
lyst”, a papers was given by Dr. Taha
Al-Fussail of Sana'a University on the
“Free Arab media’s role in questioning
Arab governments and point to finan-
cial and administrative corruption plus
monitor economic performance” and
another paper was given on “The free
media’s role in reviving economic
activities in the Arab world” given by
Dr. Hussein Jaghman of the Media
Training Institute.

The two papers had similar contents
on the need to have the media analyze
economic information and present it in
plain language to the public to provide
a complete picture that reflects reality.

“Economic media are still inexistent
in the Arab world, and I believe we will
wait far too long before they can be
achieved.” Dr. Taha said.

On the other hand, Dr. Jaghman
stressed on the fact that vulnerable and
weak media cannot help promote eco-
nomic activities because they have in
themselves failed to achieve financial
independence and capacity building.
“How can the media help in reviving
economies of Arab countries if they are
helpless and economically not viable?”
he asked.

The second day witnessed nine
papers discussing various topics con-

cerning the role of the free Arab media
in economic development.

The first session of the second day
was on “Relations between Arab gov-
ernments and Free Arab media” and
had the following papers:

1- “Partnership, not enmity” between
governments and free media in the Arab
world (how to notify and convince gov-
ernments of the importance of free
media to support the economy) by Mr.
Qadiri Ahmed Haidar of the Yemeni
Center for Studies and Research.

2- Importance of transparency and
giving information in Arab govern-
ments and how the media can benefit
from such transparency by Dr
Mohammed Abduljabbar Sallam, Vice
Dean of College of Information, Sana’a
University.

3- Al-Jazeera Satellite Channel’s
prospective: Role of the free Arab TV
networks in supporting economic
development in Arab countries by Mr.
Sameer Khidr, Al-Jazeera Satellite
Channel

The second session of the second day
was on the “Influence of professional
journalism and electronic (Radio, TV)
free Arab media in economic develop-
ment” and had the following papers:

1- Need to liberate electronic Arab
media (TV, radio) besides printed press
to support economic development by
Dr. Omar Thabet of the Faculty of
Information, Sana’a University.

2- Role of professional journalism,
credibility and responsibility in pro-
moting and enhancing Arab economies
by Mr. Abdulbari Taher of the Yemeni
Center for Studies and Research.

3- Iraqi free media’s role in rebuild-
ing a strong Iraqi economy by Mr. Saad
Al-Bazzaz, Editor-in-Chief of Azzaman
Newspaper

The third and final session of the sec-
ond day was on “Free Arab media and
developed countries” and had the fol-
lowing papers:

1- Role of the international organiza-
tions and donor countries to empower
free Arab media to be an active player

in Arab economies by Mr. Mohammed
Al-Sabiri, Sana’a University.

2- Learning from successful experi-
ences of modern countries, whose free
media had a role in developing the
economy by Dr. Abdullah Al-Zalab, the
General Manager of the Media Training
Institute.

3- How to reform Arab laws accord-
ing to international standards with a
view of model laws in the developed
world (Jordan perspective) by Mr
Khaled Al-Zubaidi, the Managing
Editor of Amman-based Addustour
Newspaper

The third and final day of the coufer-
ence to be held today will be covering
the aspects of globalization and the
World Bank’s book, “The Right to Tell”
which revolves around the idea of the
conference.

During the day, there will be only
one session entitled “Economy, Media,
and Globalization” and will include
three working papers.

The first working paper will be
“Argument on political and economic
dimensions in the Arab media” to be
presented by Dr. Hassan Znined of the
German Network Deutsche Welle
(DW).

The second working paper will be on
“Economic media in a globalizing
world” to be given by Mr. Walid
Chugqair, Al-Hayat Newspaper’s Beirut
Bureau Manager.

The third and final paper of the con-
ference will be presented by Mr. Robert
Hindle, the Resident Representative of
the World Bank office in Sana’a and
will be on the World Bank and its book
“The Right 1o Tell”.

It is expected that the conference will
be a foundation stone for future works
in this particular field, focusing on
cooperation between the media and
government, especially as many offi-
cials have expressed gratitude and
appreciation to the organizers of the
event due to its importance in bringing
forward ideas dealt with for the first
time in the country and the Arab world.
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In-house medical
training course wraps up

By ABpuUIl M. ASSABRI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

San: Sep, 13 - Under the motto of
“Towards Promoting Medical Work
Qualitatively and Quantitatively”
in-house training course was conclud-
ed on September 10 at Athowra
Hospital.

The training course was financed by
the Technical and Vocational Training
Fund and organized by the Yemeni
Center for Information and Technical
Education part of the 2003 training
activities program. More than 30 par-
ticipants took part in the training
course.

The training course, which started
on August 4, focused on the medical
statistics of the hospital staff including
technicians, pharmacists, medical prac-
titioners and doctors.

During the closing ceremony, partic-
ipants were presented with their certifi-
cates.

On his part, Mr. Mohammed Ali
Rajeh, the General Manager of the
Yemeni Center for Information and
Technical Education expressed his
appreciation for mak the training
course such a great suc We are
deeply indebted to the pioneering role
performed by the Technical and
Vocational Training Fund in order to
promote the medical cadres’ perform-
ances in all different sectors in Yemen.

“Such courses are of great impor-
tance to promote the performance of
medical cadres in the field of conduct-
ing statistical studies and get informed
of how 1o avoid defects while medical
cadres perform their duties,” Mr. Rajeh
noted.

The training course aims basically
at:

-Equipping trainees
and participants with the
technical skills and get-

ting acquainted with the |

of collecting sta-
ata in the field of

the medical sector.
- Getting

naire li
ng them.

- Informing
pants and trainees of the
different types of sam-

asse

acquainted |
question- |
as well as |

partici-

Mr. Mohammed Rajeh
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and statistic

ples and how to select
them.

- Promoting the
capabilities of partici
pants in how to present
the statistical data and
find statistical indica-
tions, which help, in
adopting medical deci-
sions.

- Improving analytical
bili-
ties of participants.

- Prov ndma participants
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Tribe, state relationship crisis
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By HassAN AL-ZAIDI
YEMEN TiMES STAFF

he recent events that have

taken place in Sana’a

between Jahm tribe, a

main branch of Khowlan

of the Bakeel tribes, and
the state reflected the extent of the cri-
sis between the tribe as a social entity
state authorities as government institu-
tions.

The government measures taken
recently against most of the tribes and
their sheikhs have represented the
political leadership’s present intention
to dismantle the two sides” alliance that
lasted throughout the past decades.
That alliance had its justification in the
past but nowadays the state is no longer
in need of it after it has built a new mil-
itary force guaranteed the Saudi non-
interference after the border demarca-
tion agreement. The KSA was used to
be an influential party in such conflicts.

Yet the tension between tribes and
the state authorities, which sometimes
reaches its peak, keeps possibilities of
bloody clashes open between the two
sides if authorities measures against
tribes would not follow laws and regu-
lations.+++++

On the other hand. the acts some
tribesmen resort to for getting their
legal or illegal demands through prac-
ticing kidnappings and other violent
acts have formed an embarrassment for
the government and Yemen sustained
because of that heavy financial losses.

Presently the government authorities
have reinforced their military presence
and security deployment in areas of
tribal tension and they use intensive
force sometimes to impose the state
standing, using military tanks and heli-
copter gunships in their fighting with
some tribes.

In spite of facilities some tribes have
lately offered to state authorities in
tracking down some tribesmen perpe-
trating violent act in the tribal areas, the
government in some cases took mem-
bers of some tribes as hostages and
sometimes launched random strikes
against them.

After the September 11 events, some
parties saw that tribal areas in Yemen
could be suitable shelter for elements
belonging to al-Qaeda and other terror-

ist organisations who think that
the tribal social environment a
suitable place for them. The gov-
ernment authorities launched mil-
itary campaigns against tribal
arcas but lost tens of soldiers
resulting from the mistakes com-
mitted during the campaigns of
hunting down terrorist elements.
This is what happened in Eida
Valley, in Marib in December
2001, and in al-Hazm and al-
Shaef districts in al-Jawf in 2002.

Many observers see that tribal
regions lack the essential con-
stituents for life despite their liv-
ing in petroleum regions and
areas rich with mineral wealth as
well as important historical sites
representing Yemen's civiliza-
tions.

The tribes in those areas the
state of intentionally keeping
them in their deteriorated condi-
tions and depriving them of
development projects to ensure
changing the concepts of their
sons and provide stability for
them. Another accusation is that
the state keeps on feeding tribal
wars between various tribes fol-
lowing a divide and rule strategy
so that the tribes are exhausted
financially and militarily.

The ironic thing is that even
though the Americans confirm
their belief that terrorists are hid-
ing in some of the tribal regions
and that the authorities are chas-
ing them there, yet the American
authorities have realized the true
development problems those
areas are suffering from, there-
fore they have recently allocated
millions of dollars for develop-
ment projects to be implemented
in the most tense tribal areas.

Many see that if the state
instead of buying loyalty of
tribes heads and sheikhs through
financial gifts, it could have initi-
ated development projects in
order to enhance the life in those
regions, making development
and services as an alternative to
the continuous drainage of
money spent on army units
deployed in those areas for fight-
ing those tribes.

Complicated
problem in
Yemen

BY YASSER AL-MAYASI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

evenge is still a seri-

ous and complicated

social problem in

Yemen that had

appeared since very
old days, especially after the time of
colonialism and it has been cher-
ished as a result of ignorance and
uncivilized traditions.

The revenge problem is a result of
absence of justice among people
that is replaced by oppression,
injustice and the different forms of
fanaticism.

Islam and other heavenly reli-
gions have prohibited this crime and
put various punishments against its
perpetrators. Revenge spread in
Yemen can be attributed to the
absence of justice and not having
final sentences in many cases at
courts of law.

Recently, Yemen has witnessed
horrible events due to vengeance
incidents that are posing a threat to
security of the society as such inci-
dents have extended even to wor-
shipping places and mosques.

The officially reported figures on
revenge and surveys warn against
genuine danger that should be
strongly faced. In 2001-2002, 3960

persons were the victims of revenge
incidents and 36196 criminal cases
were recorded in 2002 only, while
1097 crimes recorded by the end of
2002.

Through a careful reading of
these figures, we would realize the
importance of how imperative it is
to tackle this lethal social problem
that needs to be uprooted whatever
the costs were.

Many analysts, writers and peo-
ple interested in this phenomenon
are not amazed by these large fig-
ures as they are partly the result of
the large number of weapons in pos-
session of the people in Yemen, esti-
mated at about 60 million pieces.
However, a report about the light
and medium weapons issued in
Geneva recently has indicated that
there are 9.6 million arms pieces in
Yemen, an average of 40 pieces for
each 100 people.

Yet, the revenge problem is still a
persistent problem as long as
weapons are the hand of indifferent
and ignorant people who are
destroying whole families.

So unresolved crime disputes,
especially murder cases and lacking
of awareness campaigns about this
problem make the revenge phenom-
enon a culture that cannot be easily
removed.

Tribesmen, a strong hankering after buying and possessing different kinds of Military vehicle
weapons
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Arafat condemns exile
plan; Israel calls it defence

RAMALLAH. West Bank, Sept 13
(Reuters) - A defiant Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat on Saturday
condemned an Israeli threat to exile
him as a bid to eradicate Palestinian
independence, and appealed for
international intervention.

Thousands of Palestinians rallied in
support of Arafat in the occupied West
Bank and Gaza Strip. Protesters
formed a human chain around his
baltered headquarters in the West Bank
city of Ramallah, vowing to sacrifice
their lives on his behalf.

Violence erupted in the city of
Nablus, where Israeli troops killed an
clderly bystander during clashes with
Palestinian gunmen, witnesses said.
Military sources said soldiers had been
pursuing a militant and could not
confirm the death.

Israel  cited self-defence as
Justification for Thursday’s security
cabinet decision to “remove” Arafat
after two suicide bombings killed 15
Israelis on Tuesday in the latest surge
of violence in a three-year-old
Palestinian uprising for statehood.

“The danger here concerns Israel’s
determination to cancel the Palestinian
partner and the Palestinian Authority,”
Arafat told diplomats and dovish
Israelis who visited him to mark the
10th anniversary of interim accords
that gave Palestinians limited self-rule.

Arafat said he was still committed to
the latest peace drive, a U.S.-backed
“road map” to Palestinian statehood.
“All this requires the international
community pressure Israel to stop its
policy,” he said.

Arafat said Palestinian reform could
take place if Israel stopped its military
strikes. Israel says it reserves the right
to act pending a Palestinian Authority
crackdown on militants.

Israel Stands firm against Arafat

With U.S. backing, Israel blames
Arafat for fomenting militant violence
— a charge he denies. But Washington
does not want the 74-year-old ex-
guerrilla leader exiled, fearing this
would finish off the already tattered
road map.

The U.N. Security Council on
Friday echoed U.S. concerns. A
statement read by Ambassador Emyr
Jones Parry of Britain warned Israel
that removing Arafat would be
“unhelpful.”

Reeling from scores of suicide
bombings and other attacks in the
revolt that erupted in September 2000,
Israel stood firm.

“No country would allow others to
dictate how its should protect its
citizens,” said Raanan Gissin,
spokesman for Isracli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon. “Arafat is a terrorist
leader. We have no war with the
Palestinian  people and  their
aspirations.”

Israel has not specified how or when
its decision would be implemented.
Sources have said that Israeli special
forces are set to pluck Arafat from his
headquarters, where blockades have
kept him confined for 21 months, and
then to send him abroad.

Palestinians throughout the
territories rallied in Arafat’s support
and pledged to defend him with their
lives. There were similar protests by
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon and
Jordan.

“What the criminal decision made
by the Israeli cabinet has done is really
beyond all expectations. There is
spontaneous support (for Arafat) by the
Palestinian  people,”  Palestinian
Foreign Affairs Minister Nabil Shaath
said.

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat
gestures during a rally in his head-
quarters in the West Bank city of
Ramallah September 13. Israel
rebuffed Saturday a U.N. Security
Council warning not to go through
with its threat to exile Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat, saying
national security was at stake amid a
new wave of suicide bombings.

REUTERS

Randa Taher and her two children
were among the demonstrators outside
Arafat’s headquarters on Saturday.

“I will be part of human chain to
defend him,” Taher, 38, said from her
protest tent near the compound, next to
a pile of cars crushed in past raids by
Israeli armoured columns.

She said Israeli forces would have
to get past her and her 12-year-old twin
son and daughter, Yazan and Farah, to
seize Arafat. “They cannot expel him.
It would be over my dead body,” the
civil servant said.

Angry Iraqi town buries
dead, U.S. Says sorry

FALLUIJA. Iraq. Sept 13 (Reuters)
- Hundreds of Iraqis chanting
“America is the enemy of God” and
shooting in the air on Saturday buried
eight of 10 guards apparently shot by
U.S. troops who mistook them for
anti-American rebels.

More than 36 hours after the deaths,
the U.S. military apologised for what
it called an “unfortunate incident” in
the rebellious town of Falluja, west of
Baghdad.

“We wish to express our deepest
regrets to the families who have lost
loved ones,” military spokesman
Lieutenant Colonel George Krivo said
in Baghdad, promising a high-level
investigation.

With Falluja seething, mourners
crammed its main mosque where the
corpses were kept and local police had
to fire warning shots in the air to
disperse demonstrators when the first
coffin was carried to a cemetery.

Sunni Muslim clerics issued a
“Declaration by the people of Falluja™
condemning the deaths. announcing
three days of mourning, and calling
for a general strike on Sunday.

Witnesses said a joint patrol of local
police and a U.S.-trained security
force were chasing thieves shortly
after midnight on Friday when U.S.
soldiers opened fire on them.

The U.S. statement said its soldiers
were responding to an initial attack
from a truck when the guards were
caught in confused fighting that lasted
for three hours.

A Jordanian guard at a local field
hospital was also killed in the
shooting in Falluja, part of the so-
called “Sunni Triangle” where support
for deposed dictator Saddam Hussein
remains strongest.

Jordanian newspapers said U.S.
Secretary of State Colin Powell
telephoned his Jordanian counterpart,
Marwan al-Muasher, to *‘express
regret” over the hospital guard’s
death. Powell will travel to Kuwait
and Iraq after Saturday’s talks in
Geneva on Irag’s future.

In Falluja, two other Iraqgi security

A crowd carrying the Iraqi flag accompanies the body of a dead pollceman to
his funeral in the town of Falluja September 13. Hundreds of Iragis chanting
“America is the enemy of God” and shooting in the air began burying on
Saturday 10 local guards killed by U.S. troops who mistook them for anti-
American rebels. More than 36 hours after the deaths, the U.S. military apol-
ogised for what it called an “unfortunate incident” in the rebellious town of

Falluja, west of Baghdad.

personnel injured in Friday’s shooting
died of their wounds overnight. Eight
died immediately.

Falluja “Martyrs”

“The total number of martyrs
became 10,” said General Raed
Abdul Latif, who heads the U.S.-
appointed police in Falluja.

Locals were also mourning the
death of a three-year-old girl who
witnesses said had been shot in the
head by American soldiers during
street fighting late on Friday.

The town has been a cauldron of
hostility to U.S. forces, particularly
since troops shot dead at least 13
Iragis — said by locals to have been
unarmed — during a late April march.

There were chaotic scenes on
Saturday at Falluja’s main mosque,
where several hundred people
carrying an Iraqi flag gathered to pray
over the coffins and protest.

The crowd fired machine-guns in
the air and shouted slogans including
“America is the enemy of God,” “The
blood of our martyrs will not go in
vain,” and “Falluja will keep its

REUTERS

jihad”, the latter a term for Muslim
holy struggle.

The mosque’s imam. Fawzi Shafi,
told mourners in an address: “Let the
Americans get their hands off the
city.”

A local sheikh Abbas Ahmad added:
“We bid farewell to these brave men
who died so we could sleep assured.”

Residents  said  they  were
dumbfounded by the shooting of the
guards in a local security force set up
by the Americans. Conspiracies were
rife, with some speculating it was a
deliberate ambush.

Around the town, graffiti read: “We
have the right to Kill the American
occupiers” and “U.S. will pay in
blood for oil”.

“The fall of Saddam Hussein has
given birth to thousands of Saddam
Husseins,” said resident Hamza
Ibrahim.

Elsewhere around the country, an
Iragi bystander was shot and killed
when he was caught in the crossfire of
a battle between guerrillas and U.S.
troops in Saddam’s hometown of
Tikrit, a U.S. commander said.

Libya, UTA families
disagree over pay-out size

By Paul Carrel

PARIS, Sept 13 (Reuters) - Libya
and families of 170 people killed in the
1989 bombing of a French UTA airliner
over Niger said on Saturday they
disagreed on how much Tripoli should
pay out under a compensation deal.

The development came a day after a
key Libyan negotiator unveiled
conditions for the pay-out, throwing
into doubt the compensation deal
concluded on Thursday which paved
the way for the lifting of U.N sanctions
against Tripoli on Friday.

In a joint statement issued on
Saturday, the families and the private
Libyan fund that will handle the pay-
outs said they were on track to reach a
compensation deal within a month of
Thursday’s accord but disagreed over
the size of the pay-out.

“The ongoing negotiations will
allow to set up the final amount and the
payment mechanism, but also to
organise an event giving evidence of
the reconciliation,” the fund and the
families said in the statement.

The fund, which is run by Saif al-

Islam, son of Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddafi, believed the sum paid to the
family of each victim should not be
greater than $1 million, it said. The
families wanted more.

On Friday, al-Islam told the French
daily Le Figaro that as part of an
overall settlement, Libya wanted to
resolve the cases of six Libyans
convicted in absentia by a French court
in 1999 for the bombing, and whom
Tripoli insists are innocent.

Libya also wanted to upgrade
relations with Paris by signing a
friendship pact, al-Islam said. A
Foreign Ministry spokesman said his
comments “were not an official
government statement.”

Al-Islam made the remarks a day
after France withdrew a threat to veto
the end of U.N. sanctions against Libya
in Friday’s U.N. Security Council vote
— a move which was prompted by
Tripoli making the promise of new
compensation.

Al-Islam’s comments prompted fears
that Tripoli wanted to weaken the
compensation accord, which was

already expected to be less favourable
than the $2.7 billion pay-out Tripoli is
to make for the 1988 bombing of a Pan
Am jet over Lockerbie, Scotland, in
which 270 people died.

In Libya, al-Islam is regarded as
instrumental in Tripoli’s drive to
normalise relations with the West.
Diplomats say his views often reflect
his father’s thinking.

In Saturday’s statement, the families
and the Libyan fund said they were
negotiating on the basis of a
“‘constructive and faithful
relationship™.

A visit by some relatives of the
victims to the site of the crash could be
organised in conjunction with the pay-
out, they said. The plane exploded over
Niger in West Africa.

The Lockerbie settlement. agreed
earlier this year, dwarfed the $34
million pay-out accepted by France in
1999 for the UTA bombing and
prompted it to deploy its U.N. veto as a
lever to secure more cash for victims’
relatives, among them Africans,
Americans and Britons.

Pressure mounts for Iran to
prove not making a-bomb

By Louis Charbonneau

VIENNA, Sept 13 (Reuters) - Russia
gave explicit public backing on
Saturday to a U.N. watchdog’s
resolution which has given Iran seven
weeks in which to let the atomic agency
verify it has no secret nuclear weapons
programme.

The clear words from a country that
had been seen as trying to counter
American pressure on Iran will not be
welcomed by Tehran, which says the
setting of the October 31 deadline is
proof it is the next target of a U.S.
invasion.

Following intense U.S. pressure for
action against Iran, the 35-nation
governing board of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) passed
a resolution on Friday demanding Iran
answer many outstanding questions
about its nuclear programme.

The resolution implies that if the
IAEA still has doubts about Iran’s
atomic programme in November, its
board might declare Iran in breach of
international obligations and report it to
the U.N. Security Council for possible
economic sanctions.

Approval of the resolution ignited the
wrath of Tehran. Iran’s ambassador to
the IAEA in Vienna, Ali Akbar Salehi,
said it showed Washington intended to
invade Iran as it did Iraq.

He rejected the ultimatum and said
Tehran would begin a “deep review” of
its cooperation with the U.N. watchdog.

A Saturday editorial in Iran’s hardline
newspaper Jomhuri-ye Eslami said Iran
should follow the example of North
Korea, which on December 31 expelled
all IAEA inspectors and later withdrew
from the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT).

“It should be accepted that the correct

way was the one North Korea chose,”
the paper said.

Russia, which diplomats said had
fought hard to weaken the U.S.-backed
language of the resolution to protect
billions of dollars of nuclear deals with
Tehran, ultimately backed it.

“(The resolution) is a serious and
respectful appeal by the agency for Iran
to cooperate with IAEA...and do so
without delay,” Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Kislyak told Interfax.

Iran denies U.S. allegations that it has
violated the NPT in its effort to develop
atomic weapons secretly.

But Anoush Ehtesami, professor of
international relations at Britain’s
University of Durham, said some in the
military were keen to leave the NPT to
follow Pakistan’s and India's example.

“The lesson Iran has learned...is that
you can have a clandestine programme,
and when you complete it you declare
your nuclear status and after a little
period of economic sanctions the world
moves on,” he told the BBC.

What Iran Must do by October 31

Friday's resolution said Iran must
fully cooperate with the IAEA to enable
it to verify the “non-diversion of nuclear
materials” to a secret weapons
programme.

By the end of October. Iran must give
the IAEA a “full declaration” of
uranium enrichment-related imports,
especially “imported equipment and
components stated to have been
contaminated with highly enriched
uranium particles”,

The IAEA’s discovery of weapons-
grade enriched wranium at an
enrichment facility at Natanz sparked
fears that Tehran has been seccretly
purifying uranium for use in nuclear

Iran’s influential former president
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani speaks at
the Tehran Friday prayers
September 12. Rafsanjani said on
Friday Iran should not be compelled
to agree to intrusive inspections of
its atomic programme, which is
being debated by the U.N. nuclear

watchdog. REUTERS
weapons.
Iran blamed the wranium on

contaminated components bought
abroad, an explanation that has met with
widespread scepticism.

The resolution also called on Iran to
immediately suspend all uranium-
enrichment activities for the time being.

Tehran must also grant “unrestricted
access” to IAEA inspectors throughout
the country and permit them to take
environmental samples wherever they
choose. Tehran has refused to let IAEA
inspectors to take samples at some sites.

Finally, by the end of October Iran
must “remedy all failures™ and take all
steps necessary for the IAEA to “resolve
all outstanding issues involving nuclear
materials and nuclear activities” in Iran.

Saudi Arabia says expelling
Arafat would Kkill peace

RIYADH., Sept 13 (Reuters) - Saudi
Arabia on Saturday slammed Isracl’s
threat to exile Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat as an attempt to bury the
U.S.-led road map to peace and warned
that such a move would destabilise the
entire Middle East.

“What they are trying to do is to
finally ring the death knell of the road
map and prevent peace from being
established in the Middle East...and
hopefully this won’t be left unchecked
by the international community and the
United States in particular,” Saudi
Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal
said.

“(Arafat’s removal) would be the last
nail in the coffin of the peace process
and no doubt it will destabilise the
region,” he told a news conference in
Jeddah, broadcast on television.

Israel rebuffed on Saturday a U.N.

wamning not o go lhrough with its
decision to “remove” Arafat — citing
self-defence amid a new wave of suicide
bombings — while Arafat condemned
the threat as a bid to eradicate
Palestinian independence.

With U.S. backing, Isracl blames
Arafat for fomenting militant violence, a
charge he denies. Washington does not
want him exiled, fearing this would
finish off the already tattered road map
and boost Arafat’s standing among
Palestinians.

The Saudi foreign minister said the
kingdom’s de facto ruler, Crown Prince
Abdullah, has told the U.S.
administration that exiling Arafat was a
“dangerous measure which would lead
1o an explosive situation in the region”.

Prince Saud also called for a central
U.N. role in postwar Iraq to help re-
establish security and independent Iraqi

He also reiterated Riyadh’s criticism
of a U.S. congressional report that
implied the kingdom’s complicity in the
September 11, 2001 attacks on U.S.
cities, blamed by Washington on Saudi-
born Osama bin Laden's al Qaeda
group.

The report was released in July with a
section on Saudi Arabia still classificd.
Washington rejected Saudi requests to
declassify it, on grounds it would
compromise intelligence.

“We do not fear the truth..We can
only clarify our position and whoever
wants to understand will understand and
whoever has an interest in making false
accusations against the Kingdom will
continue to do so,” Prince Saud said.

The report deals with whether there
was Saudi support for the hijackers, 15
of whom were Saudi nationals.
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Rebels storm army camp
in Indian Kashmir, 3 dead

SRINAGAR, India, Sept 13
(Reuters) - At least three Indian
soldiers were killed and three
wounded on Saturday when suspected
Muslim rebels stormed an army camp
in India’s Jammu and Kashmir state,
police said.

“The militants attacked the camp
early in the momning and are believed
10 be inside. Firing 1s on and details are
awaited,” a senior police official told
Reuters.

The attack took place at the
Bungush area near the border with
Pakistan in Kupwara district northwest
of Srinagar, -the summer capital of
Jammu and Kashmir state.

Muslim-majority Kashmir has been
at the heart of decades of rivalry
between the nuclear-armed
neighbours, which went to the brink of
a fourth war in 2002. Mainly Hindu
India has long accused Muslim
Pakistan of supporting the rebels.
Pakistan denies the charge.

Elsewhere. Indian soldiers shot dead
10 militants in separate gunbattles
across the valley including four rebels
who were trying to slip into Indian
territory from Pakistan controlled
Kashmir, police said.

Violence has surged in Kashmir in
recent days and is threatening peace
moves between India and Pakistan.

Ties between the two-nuclear
capable neighbours have improved
slightly in recent months but India has
linked fresh talks to an end to attacks
by Islamic rebels.

Kashmiri villagers attend the funeral of Mohammed Yousaf Parray alias Kuka Parray, in Hajan, 40 kms (25 miles) north
of Srinagar, September 13, 2003. Police said that Parray, a top counter-insurgency leader and a former lawmaker was
killed along with two other activists by separatist militant when his vehicle was fired at in the Hajan village. REUTERS

Typhoon Maemi hits South
Korea, at least 58 dead

SEOUL, Sept 13 (Reuters) - A
typhoon packing record strength winds
slammed into South Korea killing at
least 58 people and forcing about
25.000 to flee from their homes,
anthorities said on Saturday.

At least 27 people were missing and
the death toll was expected to rise,
officials said.

“We're still getting damage reports
and expect more casualties,” an official
at the National Disaster Prevention
Headquarters told Reuters.

Typhoon Maemi, with winds of up to
216 kph (134 mph), a record for South
Korea, tore into southen parts of the
peninsula on Friday night, carving a
swathe of destruction before heading
out to sea on Saturday. Maemi means
“cicada” in Korean.

“It’s terrible, it’s unbelievable,” Park
Young-chun, a farmer in the southern
Kyoungsan region, told YTN television.

“All my grape fields are devastated.
How can I send my kids to school with
nothing left,” a weeping Park said.

YTN television said rescue workers
were trying to reach 10 people trapped
in the basement of a collapsed shopping
centre in the southern city of Masan.

The storm brought big cranes
crashing down onto roads and docks
and ripped ships from their moorings,
tossing them against each other. At least
82 vessels sank in huge seas and fishing
boats were stacked like driftwood on
shore roads.

The worst affected area was South
Kyeongsang province where at least 15
people drowned and roads were swept
away in mud sides.

Up to 453 mm (17.8 inches) of rain
was dumped across some
Billboards were sent flying, trees were
uprooted and power lines brought
down.

Authorities issued flood warnings for
areas along the Nakdong river, which
flows through the centre and south of
the country, as full dams had to open
their flood gates.

About 25,000 people had to be
evacuated from their homes, the disaster
office said.

“Water poured into my house in a
minute. [ couldn’t get anything out
except myself,” Choi Joong-kwon, a
resident of Taegu city, told YTN.

areas.

Train derailed

A landslide in central Chungchong
province derailed a Seoul-bound train
and 28 passengers were injured,
television said.

The typhoon forced four power
plants to stop operations, cutting
electricity to 1.4 million households, as
the country celebrated the three-day
Chusok (Thanksgiving) festival.

Prime Minister Goh Kun chaired an
emergency cabinet meeting to discuss
rescue operations. The government
promised tax relief for affected
individuals, companies and farms.

A

Vehicles float in a parking garage after typhoon Maemi lashed throgh

Masan, about 430 km (267 miles) south of Seoul September 13. The powerful
typhoon pounded the southern areas of South Korea over the Thanksgiving

holidays, leaving at least 36 people dead or missing and forcing thousands

to flee, authorities said on Saturday.

“I can feel what it’s like becoming a
real beggar in one day and how that can
happen,” Lee Ok-ja. a housewife in
Pusan. one of the hardest-hit cities, told
reporters.

South Korea’s Hyundai Heavy
Industries Co, the world’s largest
shipbuilder, said the typhoon had
damaged two vessels being built for the
oil industry.

The incident involved a 200,000-
tonne offshore storage facility being
built for Exxon Mobile Corp, and a

REUTERS
37,000-tonne petrochemicals carrier
being built by Hyundai Mipo Dockyard
for a German company.

Typhoon Maemi was on Saturday
night moving over the Sea of Japan,
where it had weakened considerably,
the meteorology department said. The
country’s  capital,  Seoul, was
unaffected.

South Korea is often hit by typhoons
at this time of year. Last September,
Typhoon Rusa killed more than 100

people.

Ivory Coast
rebels reject key
appointments

BOUAKE, Ivory Coast, Sept 13
(Reuters) - Ivory Coast named key
ministers  in  its  power-sharing
government on Saturday, but rebels
dashed hopes that a big obstacle to
peace had been removed as they
swiftly rejected the nominations.

A statement announced that Rene
Amani was appointed defence minister
and Martin Bleou interior minister
nearly six months after the rest of the
government was put in place under a
deal brokered by former colonial ruler,
France.

But rebels holding the largely
Muslim north of the world’s top cocoa
grower since a failed coup on
September 19, 2002 said those names
were picked by President Laurent
Gbagbo alone.

“It is scandalous,” said Sidiki
Konate, a spokesman for the rebels —
now dubbed the “New Forces” — in
their central stronghold of Bouake.
“We have a delightful president who is
ready to restart the war.”

The two  ministerial  posts,
controlling the army and police, have a
vital role in disarming fighters and
restoring the government’s authority
across a country that was once a rare
island of stability in troubled West
Africa.

Despite the rebels and opposition
politicians having joined Gbagbo’s
loyalists in the coalition government,

progress towards peace has been slow
and mistrust burns in all quarters.

“I think that with everyone working
together we can get over the
difficulties and Ivory Coast can be
reborn,” Bleou said.

Rebels said their main objection was
1o Bleou, who heads a human rights
group and is seen as close to Gbagbo,
rather than Defence Minister Amani,
who was prominent in the cocoa sector
and is widely regarded as politically
neutral.

Although there has been no fighting
since May, no real start has been made
on disarmament — which was meant
to have been completed before the
emotive anniversary of the failed coup.

Diplomatic pressure has intensified
in recent weeks to try to make sure that
everyone respects the peace accord as
the date approaches.

The rebels accuse Gbagbo of
rearming for a possible return to war,
while his supporters accuse them of
plotting to overthrow him.

Diplomats said the timing of a
decision by the United Nations on
Friday to relax its security warnings
for staff across Ivory Coast appeared to
be as much meant to shore up the
peace process as anything.

“This is the carrot. It is saying to
everyone that if you keep on with this
peace process, normality can return,”
said one diplomat.

Peacekeepers roll
up to Liberia’s
second city

BUCHANAN, Liberia, Sept 13
(Reuters) - Truck loads of
Peacekeepers thundered through
deserted Liberian villages haunted by
unruly fighters on Saturday to deploy
at the threshold of the anguished rebel-
held second city of Buchanan.

A month after pariah leader Charles
Taylor’s flight into exile raised hopes
of an end to nearly 14 years of
mayhem, West African peacekeepers
have this week started to fan out from
the capital Monrovia into a land where
gunmen hold sway.

The Ecomil force had tried to
negotiate with the rebel faction known
as Model to move into Buchanan and
its port, but was refused permission to
deploy further than a bridge some 12
km (7.5 miles) from the city itself.

“We are praying for them to come
into town. The rebels are looting and
harassing people. There is sporadic
shooting,” said Albert Samuel, a
Methodist minister inside Buchanan.

“We won'’t feel safe until we see
our Ecomil brothers in town.”

Aid workers say that inside the city
are at least 30,000 refugees, who have
had almost no outside help because
humanitarian agencies are unsure of
security. Buchanan is about 120 km
(75 miles) southeast of Monrovia.

Malnutrition is a growing problem
and cholera is spreading. The dumping
of bodies in wells used for drinking
water has added to the health risks in
the once-thriving timber port.

Model rebels and the larger
Liberians United for Reconciliation
and Democracy (LURD) faction have
signed a peace deal with Taylor’s
chosen successors.

But sporadic skirmishing has
continued between rebels and loyalist
militias acting on murky orders.

The 550 troops from Nigeria, Benin
and Togo drove down the road
towards Buchanan through a shattered
landscape on Saturday. Elsewhere,
people have turned out to cheer them.
Here, there were only a few civilians
left to celebrate.

The frontline is unclear and loyalists
are barely possible to tell from the
rebels — mixing the same scraps of
combat gear, sports clothes and
uniquely Liberian touches Iile
women'’s wigs.

Fighters on both sides danced and
cheered as the peacekeepers moved
through their makeshift checkpoints
with a message that the war was over.

A U.N. force is due to arrive in
coming months to carry out
disarmament. A transition government
will take office in one month to start
work on reconstruction and preparing
for elections in two years.

“Taylor got us into this mess and
now he’s left and gone, I'm tired of
fighting. I don’t want to be a soldier
all my life,” said Martin Chea, a
fighter at the last loyalist checkpoint
before the no man’s land of tangled
bush.

Pakistani foreign minister plans India visit

KATHMANDU/SRINAGAR,
India, Sept 13 (Reuters) - Pakistan’s
foreign minister said on Saturday he
would visit India next month but
surging violence in disputed Kashmir

cast fresh doubts on tentative peace .

moves between the South Asian rivals.

Khursheed Mehmood Kasuri said in
the Nepali capital, Kathmandu, he
planned to visit India to invite Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee to a
regional summit in Islamabad in
January.

Ties between the nuclear-armed
rivals, which nearly went to war for a
fourth time last year, have improved

slightly in recent months but India has
linked fresh talks to an end to attacks
by Islamic rebels fighting Indian rule
in Kashmir.

But police in Muslim-majority
Kashmir said 28 people were killed on
Saturday — the highest one-day
casualty figure in two months.

Five Indian soldiers, 16 rebels, six
civilians and a pro-India politician
were killed and 25 people were
wounded in various clashes across the
Muslim-majority region, they said.

Kasuri is on a tour of south Asia to
invite the region’s leaders to a summit
of the seven-member South Asian

Association for Regional
Cooperation. Its last summit was
postponed after India declined to go
because of tension with Pakistan.

“I plan to go to the other three
countries, and that would be some
time in October,” Kasuri told
reporters, referring to India, Bhutan
and the Maldives, which, together
with Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and
Sri Lanka, make up the group.

“This time the indications are that
the Indians will attend,” Kasuri said.

Rebels Raid Camp
But hours before Kasuri spoke, four

Indian soldiers including an officer
were killed and six wounded when
suspected Muslim rebels stormed an
army camp in Indian Kashmir, the
second attack on an army camp in 10
days. Police said ome militant was
killed.

More than a dozen separatist rebel
groups have been battling security
forces in Indian Kashmir since 1989.

India accuses Muslim Pakistan of
supporting the rebels. Pakistan says it
only offers political and diplomatic
support to what it calls a Kashmiri
freedom struggle.

After teetering on the brink of war

last year, the neighbours have taken
tentative steps to improve ties in
recent months following a call for
talks in April by Vajpayee.

They have restored full diplomatic
links and resumed a cross-border bus
service that was suspended in the
wake of a bloody December 2001 raid
on the Indian parliament that India
blamed on Pakistan-based militants.

But after more than 50 people were
killed in car bombings in Bombay last
month, and a surge of violence in
Kashmir, Vajpayee ruled out talks
with Pakistan unless there was an end
to attacks.

Apart from the attack on the army
camp near the border with Pakistan,
police said Indian soldiers killed 15
militants  in  separate  clashes,
including four trying to slip into
Indian territory from Pakistani
Kashmir.

Four civilians were killed including
three in a bomb attack believed aimed
at Indian troops.

One Indian soldier was killed in
another clash and a former rebel who
switched sides and became a
prominent pro-India politician was
killed with two associates in another
rebel attack, police said.
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Russia opposition parties
launch election campaign

GENEVA, Sept 13 (Reuters) - The
world’s five most powerful countries
emerged divided on Saturday after four
hours of debate on Iraq’s political
future, but there was no replay of pre-
war acrimony and they agreed to press
on to find an agreement.

“Discussions today were not intend-
ed...to devise

specific solutions,” U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan told
reporters after the meeting of foreign
ministers from Britain, China, France,
Russia and the United States in Geneva.

“They will contribute to building
consensus towards the future of Iraq,
including the definition of the U.N.
role.”

With U.S.-led forces in Iraq taking
casualties almost every day and the cost
of its occupation mounting, Washington
sees a new U.N. resolution it has draft-
ed as a way to coax other countries to
pitch in with cash and troops.

But it does not believe Iragis can take
power as quickly as European govern-
ments — especially France — are pro-
posing.

France, which has insisted on a
timetable for the handover of executive
powers to Iragis, made it clear that it
wanted to avoid another transatlantic
bust-up.

Asked if Paris would use its veto to
block Washington’s resolution, Foreign
Minister Dominique de Villepin said:
“We are here...to try and find solutions,
not to create new problems.”

On the ground in Iraq, opposition to
the U.S. presence is growing. In
Falluja, west of Baghdad. Iragis chant-
ed “America is the enemy of God” on
Saturday as they began burying 10
police and security guards shot mistak-
enly by U.S. troops.

U.S. President George W. Bush,
pressing his case for help from abroad,
urged allies on Friday to join the effort
1o build a stable post-war Iraq and said
free nations could not be neutral in the
“fight between civilisation and chaos”.

A British official in Geneva said that
after the wrangling earlier this year
over U.N. approval for the U.S.-led
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British Foreign Minister Jack Straw (LTR), Chinese Foreign Minister Li
Zhaoxing, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, United Nation Secretary
General Kofi Annan, French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin and
Russian Foreign Minister Igor lvanov pose for a group picture at the Palais

des Nations in Geneva September 13.

invasion of Iraq in March *‘we all knew
where we were coming from”, and so
there were no heated exchanges at
Saturday’s meeting.

Echoes of Pre-War Drama

Nevertheless, the standoff between
the Big Five powers — the permanent
members of the U.N. Security Council
with veto powers — had echoes of the
pre-war drama. with Britain backing
the U.S. stance and Russia and China
taking a low-key position.

Villepin said ahead of the meeting
that Paris wanted a U.N. resolution that
hands executive powers over to Iraqis,
possibly within a month, and provides
for elections by next spring.

Washington says the French proposal
is a recipe for chaos in Irag, where the
U.S.-backed Governing Council has lit-
tle clout.

Powell — who later left Geneva on
the way to Kuwait and Iraq — said the
French proposal was “totally unrealis-
tic” and the United States would reject
it. “Of course, there are differences of
opinion on certain aspects of our draft
resolution,” Powell told reporters.

“The important thing...is we spent
our time today looking for points of
convergence, and there are many,”

REUTERS

Powell said. “And we have gotten a
better understanding of our views
which we can communicate to our per-
manent representatives back in New
York for them to pursue the work next
week.”

A British official quoted Foreign
Secretary Jack Straw as saying that all
five countries agreed on the need to
transfer power to the Iraqi people and
the need to ensure both security and
good governance in the process.

“The issue is what are the steps and
staging posts between where we are
now and where we are going,” Straw
was quoted as saying.

Amendments put forward by France
and Germany to the draft U.N. resolu-
tion would push U.S. occupation forces
under diplomat Paul Bremer to the side-
lines.

Europe’s fiercest opponents of the
war, they are now seeking to dilute the
U.S. role, in part to prevent Washington
reaping any long-term political and
economic benefit from the invasion.

However, Powell told reporters on
the way to Geneva that Americans
would have to stay in charge until a
new Iraqi army and police force take
shape. “We are not going to second that
(U.S.) force to anyone else,” he said.
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Cancun steels for protests
as trade talks progress

CANCUN, Mexico, Sept 13 (Reuters)
- World trade negotiators were making
progress on Saturday in an attempt to
bridge deep divisions between rich and
poor nations and revive chances of seal-
ing a global market-opening pact by the
end of 2004.

As 2,000 anti-capitalism protesters
marched toward the heavily guarded
World Trade Organization meeting, min-
isters started to make concessions partic-
ularly on agriculture, which holds the
key to the overall success of the talks.

“Our sense is that things are moving
in the right direction in terms of an atti-
tude favorable to negotiating,” said U.S.
Deputy Trade Representative Peter
Allgeier.

“There was movement, in some cases
significant movement,” WTO
spokesman Keith Rockwell said after
Friday’s sessions.

Protesters gathered in this Caribbean
beach resort on Saturday and marched
toward police lines around the hotel
zone. Dozens were clearly ready for a
fight, wheeling shopping trolleys and
garbage cans filled with sticks and
stones.

Inside the talks, ministers need to find
enough common ground by Sunday to
revive hopes of concluding a new trade
pact that the World Bank says would add
more than $500 billion a year to global
incomes by 2015.

Negotiators labored late into Friday
night to produce a compromise text to be
presented to ministers as a basis for a
frenzied final spurt of bargaining.

“Obviously, the proof is when we see
the text, how we all react to that. But our
impression overall ... is that countries do
want to sit down and constructively
negotiate a text,” Allgeier said.

Agriculture is key because it is the
livelihood of billions of people in devel-
oping countries, which are demanding
that the United States and the European
Union slash the huge subsidies they pay
their farmers.

These handouts, the poorer nations
say, limit their access to world markets
and perpetuate poverty. Rich countries
retort that they have already taken big

steps to reduce the politically sensitive
subsidies.

An accord would provide only a broad
framework to guide negotiators in their
work at WTO headquarters in Geneva.
No figures on subsidy or tariff cuts will
come out of Cancun.

“There will be an accord, but it won’t
be an accord that defines commercial
rules,” said Brazilian Agriculture
Minister Roberto Rodrigues.

Muscle flexing

Poor countries, which make up three-
quarters of the WTO’s 146 members,
have flexed their muscles like never
before at Cancun by forming a powerful
new “Group of 21" that includes China,
India and South Africa as well as Brazil.

But the response of rich states is that
with a host of competing political con-
cemns — U.S. presidential elections next
year and the entry of 10 new members
into the European Union — they have
limited room for concessions and poor
countries should not push their demands
too far.

Cotton has emerged as a litmus test of
the willingness of rich states to keep
their promise that this round of trade
talks would focus on improving the lot
of developing nations.

In a gesture of goodwill, the EU
unveiled a plan for WTO members to
phase out their most trade-distorting
forms of cotton support, including those
10 promote exports.

The move came in response to an
impassioned plea by four west African
states — Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali and
Chad — for an end to massive subsidies,
particularly in the United States, which
they say are crippling their economies
by depressing cotton prices and blocking
export opportunities.

Other issues divide the meeting and
could still block an overall accord in
Cancun even if a deal is struck on farm-
ing.

The EU and Japan are pressing for
guidelines on foreign investment and
competition to be grafted onto world
trade rules but they have found virtually
no allies among poor nations.

A protester is surrounded by police as she tries to reach the World Trade
Organization ministerial meeting venue in Cancun, September 12. A small
group of protesters probed police lines as a diversion for a larger group of

protesters to stage a protest outside the summit venue.
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Yemen Insurance market

BY RICHARD MOORE
SPECIAL TO YEMEN TIMES

MANAMA, Bahrain: Yemen’s
insurance sector continues to come
under the global spotlight as the
nation strengthens its industry objec-
tives.

The Yemeni government estab-
lished the Yemen Insurance
Federation in 1998 as a prelude to its
national action plan. according to
Arab Insurance Group (ARIG) mar-
ket analyst Hameed Al-Ammadi.

“Its aim was to unify the efforts
for all local companies, to create an
integration and expansion to retain
local premiums, and to back legisla-
tion regulating the industry,” he
explained.

“The Federation also wanted to
increase insurance awareness among
member companies, as well as the
market in general.”

Mr. Al-Ammadi says the
Federation has become active in
most promoting most insurance
lines, notably industrial, commer-
cial, marine/air cargo and transport.

He says the Federation has
achieved many of its goals due to the
close co-operation of its members,
but that there still is a lot of work
ahead.

Mr. Al-Ammadi is no stranger to
Yemen insurance market. He has
been working with its Federation
since its inception and he continues
to provide positive forecast for the
market.

“The Federation now wants to
enhance insurance awareness among
the public, which is now in the final
stages of drafting a national adver-
tising campaign with input from the
insurance companies themselves,”
he explained.

“The Federation continues to
organise meetings with Yemeni

insurance company executives 10
discuss different views and to solve
common problems.”

Mr. Al-Ammadi says it also con-
ducts regular employee training pro-
grammes, which have helped to
close procedural gaps and develop a
unified processing system accept-
able outside the country.

“Consequently, the Federation has
become the focal point where insur-
ance sector employees at all levels
can discuss their issues and prob-
lems as they arise, and offer solu-
tions accepted by all parties,” he
remarked.

Mr Al-Ammadi says Yemen'’s cur-
rent tough market conditions result-
ed in creating new large pools buy-
ing out small and weaker companies
that are unable to cope.

“For this reason, the Yemeni mar-
ket is no different than other Arab
markets where retentions have been
imposed by international insurance
companies compensating losses.” he
said.

Mr. Al-Ammadi says price hikes
and conditions have hardened engi-
neering, fire, transport, and even life
covers.

He says the market will remain
unchanged until retention levels
increase and Yemeni companies are
able to face risks.

Mr. Al-Ammadi is confident in
Yemen's marine insurance market,
citing the recent rate cut for shipping
companies operating in the country.

Marine market underwriters led
by Lloyd’s syndicates charged 0.4%
of hull value for a single call into a
Yemeni port immediately after the
attack on the Limburg late last year,
compared to a rate prior to the attack
of 0.025%.

But in June, Yemen announced it
had deposited $50 million at HSBC
Bank in London to help pay for loss-

gains new ground

&
-

Yemen General Insurance Co building

es in the event of another terrorist
incident, which led to underwriters
resetting their rates to 0.0875% of
hull valuc in the case of container
ships and 0.15% of hull value in the
case of tankers.

From August 12, these rates have
fallen further to 0.075% of hull
value for container ships and 0.1%
of hull value for tankers, following
the publication of a rather positive
security report by Hudson Trident, a
maritime security services specialist.

This gave underwriters an update
on security provisions the Yemeni
government was making, including
improving coast guard response
times and re-assessing how vessels
that come into Yemeni ports were
treated.

Apart from this and the $50 mil-
lion cushion, Mr. Al-Ammadi points
out that the attack on the Limburg
happened at the end of last year and
indicated that the “market’s view on
war had softened to a certain

extent™.

He says the authorities in Yemen
are taking further steps to improve
security, and that shipping compa-
nies may see another decrease.

The Limburg was valued at about
$70 million but it was a large vessel,
and the chance of exhausting the $50
million government ship surety was
slim.

At the end of July, marine war
underwriters led by Lloyd’s
announced they would cover vessels

operating in Yemen for hull and
machinery losses up to a maximum
of $150 million each after the gov-
crnment agreed steps to tighten
security.

They also agreed to offer profes-
sional indemnity insurance to cover
ships’ third-party liabilities, as well
as crew personal-accident policies,
in exchange for the government
imposing higher security standards
and commissioning the security
review.

Budget deficit drops to YR 18 billion,

Low indicator on
non-oil exports

By Manvous AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

inal account indicators

revealed that actual

revenues of the State

budget for the fiscal

year 2002 amounted to
YR 579 billion, 254 million and 726
thousand.

An official report explained that
the total public expenditure reached
YR 597 billion, 788 million and 382
thousand whereas indicators of non-
oil export revenues are still low,

The report has considered that
estimations of the increasing deficit
of the budget has not been compatible
with orientations of the financial and
economic reform program, which
aims at containing that deficit and
keeping it with in save boundaries
throw developing external exports.

Despite that the budget deficit while

it is under preparation other being the
year 2003 registered around YR 63
billion, in a progressive indicator
reflecting low proposition of growth in
the gross domestic product and non-
improvement in non-oil exports in
addition to weakness of imports and
continuation of involution rate at a
percentage ranging between 9 —-11%
according to the World Bank.

Official figures indicate that
Yemen’s non-oil exports have
recorded slight growth during the past
two years. According to these figures
the value of agricultural exports
amounted to 2.94%, fish 1.35%.
Industry 1.10 % steel scrap 1.35% and
other exports at 0.14% out of the total
value of exports in the past two years
that where estimated at YR 19.151
billion of the total value of exports
amounted to YR 377.782 billion in
2000. According to exporting
indicators of non-oil products Yemen

exports 30.14% to Saudi Arabian,
23.38% to the Emirates, 5.94% to
Somalia and 4.09% to Djibouti and
also to Ethiopia, Egypt, Jordan,
Eritrea, Sudan, America, France,
Britain, China, Japan, Singapore,
Thailand, India, Oman, Turkey,
Kuwait and Germany.

The government is seriously
considering decreasing the existing
impediments before non-oil exports
including direct export/import, without
middleman between importers and
exporters.

The Higher Council for developing
exports is working at preparation of
technical studies on external markets
in a manner leading to improvement of
agricultural and fish marketing
services, and saving areas of transport
at Yemeni ports.

The government has directed
productive authorities, especially in
the industrial sector on the necessity of

adopting the criteria implemented in
the GCC countries regarding
standardization and quality for
offering a national industry attracting
confidence of consumers at Gulf and
Horn of Africa countries.

The Higher Council of development
of Yemeni Exports has suggested
certain points, including establishment
of a bank for supporting exports and
increasing Yemenis participation of
foreign Trade Fairs for promoting to
Yemeni products.

The Yemeni government is trying to
getting rid of dependence on oil as a
major source for supporting the
budget, as the value of oil exports
constitutes around 94.23% of total
revenues of exports.

This urges Sana’a to develop its
non-oil exports in order to obtain
revenues from save sources o support
the budget and put an end to financial
deficit

of trade,

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

emen and Indonesia

are endeavoring to

enhance their eco-

nomic and trade rela-

tions in the light of
the results of the Indonesian vice
president Dr Hamza Haz ‘s visit to
Yemen. The Indonesian vice presi-
dent was accompanied by a big del-
egation comprising large number of
businessmen and investors. The vis-
iting Indonesian delegation had
closely got acquainted with invest-
ment opportunities in Yemen in vital
fields.

Dr Haz visit to Yemen has given
momentum fo pushing bilateral rela-
tions in various areas in addition to
the convening of the second forum
of Yemeni and Indonesian business-
men. The farum discussed chances
for establishment of partnership and
cooperation between the two sides in
economic and trade areas.

$137 million, volume of balance

Yemen & Indonesia,
serious steps
towards partnership

The Indonesian Charge d’Affaires
to Sana’a Sumargo Ali Margono
said the two countries had a joint
willingness for consolidation of rela-
tions and expansion of cooperation
fields in various aspects.

Economic and trade relations
between Yemen and Indonesia have
in the recent period witnessed
remarkable growth in the volume of
the exchange of trade between
Jakarta and Sana’a. Figures indicate
that the volume of trade exchange in
the last year had risen to $137 mil-
lion compared to $75 million in
2000.

The value of Indonesian exports to
Yemen had in 2002 registered
around $ 82 million, that is a drop by
7.5% compared to 2001. On the
other hand the value of Yemen
exports to Indomesia in 2002
increased remarkable to amount to
about $55 million in comparison
with the year 2001 the year 2001 that
amounted to merely $ one million.
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Words of Wisdom

My country has great possibilities. That is
how I always felt. And I am happy that a
broad sector of young Yemenis agree with
me. This country will work and can offer its
people a good life. And as our system
evolves, it will offer countries a good partner
and a positive contributor in  creating a
peaceful and harmonious world.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times
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Just for the sake of
official media coverage

he conference organized by Yemen Times during
13-15 September in Yemen in cooperation with
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung has demonstrated an
important fact to all.

When no one came to represent the govemnment in the
opening ceremony, due to emergency obligations, some
thought the event could become less significant.

What I realized is that many people started talking in town
about how the newspaper managed on its own to open the
event with splendid attendance and excellent quality.

“If you had such a successful opening session without any
representative of the government, why then invite some offi-
cials to inaugurate your activities in the future?” said one of
the guests to the conference. He suggested that any official or
representative of the government will add little to the success
of this great activity.

When thinking about it for a moment I thought about the
reasons why we in the Arab world tend to invite officials all
the time to inaugurate or open our activities. Is it a habit, or is
to show loyalty?

The conclusion I arrived to was so simple, “To get coverage
in the media.” Yes indeed, all official media organizations in
the country and in many other Arab countries would not cover
an event no matter how important it is unless it is being organ-
ized under the auspices of an official or attended by an official.

This is exactly the problem we suffer from in the Arab
world when we talk about freeing the media. Imagining a mas-
sive international conference held by a local NGO or a net-
work of NGOs in Sana’a without the auspices of any official.
The news item about this huge event may never find its way
on the front page of the official daily, it may be thrown in any
of the inside pages, if mentioned at all. On the other hand,
insignificant news about congratulatory letters from heads of
state may be on top of the front page.

Our problem in the Arab world is that our official media is
living far behind most of the world. They are on the same tone
set up tens of years ago. They continue to broadcast their TV
news in the same fashion with priority given to what heads of
states do and what they don’t, leaving behind all the other
more significant news items.

Until when will our official media stay behind?

Why can't the official media see where the world is going
and cope with the global changes around them?

I certainly believe that this phenomenon is temporary and
will fade away sooner or later. Signs are already coming.
Looking at the ratings of Arab satellite TV channels, we can
clearly see that official channels receive the lowest ratings of
all, and their ratings are even going down deeper. Even offi-
cials that I know have many times admitted that their official
channel it is the least channel they would like to watch.

Slowly the same thing will take place in the printed press.
Time will come when independent or opposition newspapers
emerge to become more powerful and can carry out greater
activities compared to the local press.

It is already happening in Yemen. Looking at the number of
readers of Al-Ayyam daily and comparing it to official news-
papers, one would understand that the readership of Al-Ayyam
is in increase while that of official newspapers is decreasing.

The threat will be even more evident when such independ-
ent newspapers prosper and grow to compete even more, then
readership-wise, it would not be as important to have news
items of the inauguration of a certain official on official media
because not many would be interested.

I am sure time will prove how right my opinion is, and then,
believe me, not many people will go around running after

tronage of our officials. .
F The Editor

Remembering of September 11 terror attacks:

Yemen rejects & falls
prey to terrorism

BY HASSAN AL-ZAEDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

number of International

changes took place on the

political and military map of

the world since the events of

11 September 2001, after
which American had announced its
embarkment on a long-term war on terror.
That war began with Afghanistan and was
with the invasion of Iraq under the pretext
of ousting Iraq’s president Saddam
Hussein and destroying Iraq’s alleged
weapons of mass destruction. And accord-
ing to the latest statements by American
officials Iraq is being described as a bat-
tlefield in the war against terror.

Undoubtedly, the current US-led war on
terror in Afghanistan and Iraq had been
preceded by some Arab countries in the
fight against those terrorist elements, as
that happened with Yemen and then the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. But, when will
the anti-terror war come to an end?

On remembering the anniversary of the
2nd anniversary of the September 11 ter-
ror attacks, the question here is “What has
Yemen achieved in its war against terror-
ism?”

Has Yemen fallen a prey to terrorism?
Has it declared an anti-terror war after the
events of the September 11 or were those
events a help in that war and took it out of
the impasse it had fallen in specifically
since the explosion of the USS Cole
destroyer on October 12, 20007

Has also the US-led anti-terror war had
its reflections on relations and cooperation
with Yemen?

It is commonly known that Yemen has
become a key target of terror groups when
they considered it a safe haven for them
for carrying out terror operations against
Western interests. Political observers see
that the terror incidents in which a number
of Western tourists were killed in Abyan in
December 1998 were the beginning of
Yemen’s dilemma with those terrorist
groups. Those incidents and those before
in Aden and later had forced Yemen to
engage in a war against terror with various
means.

During all those long years, Yemen’s
economy and its foreign relations have
been negatively affected by terror acts per-
petrated by terror groups here in Yemen.

In 1996, a female foreign tourist was
shot dead in Sana’a.

Yemen was then haunted with doubts
that it had become a key target by those
elements and under a western patronage,
and that had been revealed clearly in the
official information address at that time.

The president’s speech on June 27, is a
clear testimony of his strong determina-
tion. An emphasis was given by him on
Yemen’s policy to uproot terrorism in all
its forms. It is an anti-terror war as well as
plucking out its roots. “ Yemen has been
greatly affected by the September 11
attacks. We at that time alone have done
our best to fight terrorism. Following the
September 11 attacks, a cooperation with
the US and EU was made 1o fight terror-
ism” the president said.

Yemen’s anti-terror war before
Sep.11.

Following the incidents that were com-
mitted by the Aden-Abyan Islamic Army
at the end of 1998, Yemen, adopted strict
military measures against that group. It
had taken precautionary measures for fear
that it might encounter revenge acts.

As a result foreigners as well as Arab
returnees were deported. Latest statistics
indicate that around 14,000 people have
been deported by Yemen.

Some political observers see that
Yemen's policy in its anti-terror war stems
from its fear of being a key target of terror
acts by those groups who have been
financed by some countries.

The Yemen’s seriousness to execute
death against Abu Hassan Al-Mehdhar is a
strong confirmation of its seriousness on
anti-terror war policy.
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A question to the
government of Yemen
"would like to ask the gov-
emment of Yemen one sin-
gle question: “Please tell us,
when there will be genuine
change in our country?” I am
asking this question because
we as Yemenis abroad - and
definitely Yemenis in the coun-
try - are tired of the same mis-
eries and people in the country.
‘We like to see some change for
the better! Is this day ever
going to come?

Mohamed Algaithi
gtpie52191 @yahoo.com

On the Najaf attack

he attack on the Imam Ali

shrine in Najaf is a
hideous act. There are fingers
pointing towards Saddam loy-
alists, foreign mercenaries and
even the Sunni Muslims. But
when the matter is analyzed,
one would wonder who would
benefit from such an attack.
The Americans -by creating a
rift between Shiite and Sunni
Muslims in the country- would
be able to have a stranglehold
over Iraq. Moreover, the target
in this attack was the SCIRI
leader Ayatollah Mohammed
Hakim Al-Bakir, the Iranian
backed  spiritual  leader.
Everyone knows about the rift
prevailing between Tehran and
Washington. The SCIRI
leader’s presence would bring
Iranian influence in Iraq which
would not be beneficial to the
Americans.

There is one other thing I
ponder about. Let’s say the
Americans are not behind this
attack. Then, how come the
group which carried out this
bombing managed to kill over
a hundred people and manage
to kill no -or a few-
Americans?

Shabbir Khambaty
shabbu_30@sify.com

Waiting for things to
get better in Yemen

have many dreams of going

back home and practicing
medicine there to help my peo-
ple whom 1 had promised to
serve them when I left Yemen
20 years ago after high school.
I am dreaming of saving
money to open my own hospi-
tal not for profit but to help
those who have no money to
travel to other countries for
medical reasons. [ visited
Yemen last year and have
noticed many changes. [ was
very jnterested in the health-
care system. I visited Sana’a
University and many hospitals
in Sana’a with my friend Dr.
Khaled Jaghman. I was not
happy with what I saw. I was

also discouraged by many
Doctors not to go back to
Yemen and waste my future
there. My heart was broken
when I saw many neglected
patients in their hospital beds. I
was also was devastated by the
situation of doctors also. I have
decided to stay in my new city
New York, USA and practice
medicine here until things get
better -if they will ever get bet-
ter- in my native country.
Dr. Ali Obali
obalil@yahoo.com

About answers to Al-Haifi’s
and ‘tribesmen fed up’
ccording comments and
answers to Al-Haifi let
me clear some facts:

1. Such acts are crimes and
the persons who did them must
be punished.

2. The reasons of the acts
and backgrounds are different.

3. The goal of the acts is dif-
ferent

On point one, there can be
no discussion. On point two
and three: The Yemeni per-
sons, who did this crime acts,
was in a helpless situation,
they achieved an impasse.
Individual and family prob-
lems as soon as they are satis-
fied of “no hope of justice”,
they fell into the vicious circle.
The goal of such acts is to
break through this vicious cir-
cle. The acts could be prevent-
ed, if rational person were
there and let them speaking
about their problems. But
nobody was there. They ran
amok, they are amok persons.

Now coming to Bernstein's
acts in Palestine due to points
two and three: Bernstein was
not in a helpless situation and
did not achieve an impasse, he
was in might position and has
the fully right and justice on
his side as an Israeli citizen. He
did not fall into a vicious cir-
cle. He did his act with fully
conviction and fanaticism. His
goal was to kill Muslims and
terrorize. He is a terrorist.
Bernstein was full of hate and
soulless. He did not regret his
act until this day.

1 hope that the difference is
now shown. Partiality and
hypocrisy are ab.

As for my comments on the
‘tribesmen fed up too’ editori-
al, I want to say that I can only
say this article has hit the core
of the problem and express
“the wisdom of the Yemeni
people”. Why not, the prophet
Mohammed (SAS) said that
less than 1400-year ago. Please
let me use this word, the
Yemeni has the best nose for
justice. The Yemeni is proudly
with sympathetic, strong with

Jjustice, can give and receive.
Give him the chance to build
up an existence, give him the
chance to work for a better
future, gave him the chance to
bear responsibility, give him
the justice and he can make the
impossible  possible. The
German people, who visited
Yemen or worked in Yemen,
say to me always that the
Yemeni people have the spirit
of enterprise and creativity and
that are the fundament of a bet-
ter future and in addition they
say, we were at the beginning
so like the Yemeni people
without any resources and we
got the success”
G.S. Abdullah, Germany
gasaar@gmx.de

About your ‘early marriage’
article

s an American woman

who converted to Islam in
Yemen (alhamdulillah), I find
the article published recently
in your newspaper about early
marriage to be based on good
intentions but have many inac-
curacies. I realize in Yemen
that many woman do marry at
the ages of 12, 13, etc. with
examples from my husband’s
(who is Yemeni) own family.
However the problem is not as
much the fact that these
woman may have children at a
young age as the fact that they
do not have access to good,
healthy food; and care by a
doctor (prenatal care) during
their pregnancy (as the author
stated). Even here in the US
prenatal care during a
woman’s pregnancy can make
a big difference in outcomes.
However if we follow Islam
which says that the woman, in
general, is in a state of nifas for
40 days and if she exclusively
breastfeeds (i.e.: no other solid
foods or other liquids) her
chance of becoming pregnant
before six months is only 2%
according to medical studies
and the continued breastfeed-
ing also continues to provide
protection against pregnancy
though at a reduced rate. The
problems in Yemen do not
stem from over-population (as
the West would like to have
you believe) or from early
marriage.

The problems in Yemen
stem from a society that has
many people who are ignorant,
many people who are addicted
to Qat, and corruption at high
levels, etc. If the land and
water used for imigating Qat
were used for good foods and
wisely many problems with
people having enough to eat
would disappear. I do agree
that many of the men do need

to be more sensitive to their
wife's needs, but this is less of
an issue it seems to me as
many men seem to treat their
wives well. However, 1 did not
spend a lot of time in the vil-
lages so I cannot speak for
there, and Allah (swt) knows
best. The answer as always is
to follow Islam correctly to the
best of our ability with the help
of Allah (swt).
Sr. Zainab
khalzai@yahoo.com

Protest public school
tuitions

s it really true that in Yemen

the basic education is not
totally free of charge? I'm
shocked if this is the case. I
think that in most countries of
the world public education is
totally free because it’s for the
good of the country in every
way if as many people as pos-
sible are educated. As a moth-
er of 4 kids enrolled in public
school in Saudi Arabia, I find
that it’s so difficult and costly
just to provide all of the fold-
ers, pencils, pens, backpacks,
art supplies, etc. that the school
demands. I cannot imagine
paying for tuition as well,
especially if one has a large
family.

We all can find a way to get
school supplies, at least the
minimal amount, but as for
tuition for several kids for a
poor family it would be impos-
sible. I wonder if the Yemeni
people can make a protest
against this unfair practice of
charging for public school in
the form of a peaceful demon-
stration, getting media cover-
age on a national level. If that
doesn’t work, then they need
to appeal to richer Arab coun-
tries such as Saudi Arabia for
donations. People here in
Saudi Arabia are always happy
to give money for a good cause
such as for Palestinian, Iraqi
and Afghani brothers and sis-
ters. Perhaps the Yemeni folks
working in Gulf countries
ought to spread the word that
help in this area is needed so
more Yemeni kids can have
their right to go to school and
live up to their fullest potential.
At the very least, the educated
‘Yemeni population should try
to offer assistance to a neigh-
bor in the form of paying
tuition for one kid, or tutor the
child for free so they can at
least read and write and do
basic math. I think that this
would be a great thing for all
Muslims to do, i.e. to lend a
hand in helping our Muslim
kids are educated.

Annie E. S.
annieksa@mail2world.com

' the continued unjustified and illegal occupation. Yasser Arafat,

Who is the real obstacle to
peace in the Holy Land?

homas L. Friedman wrote in the New York

Times of September 10, 2003: “... message to

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon: Palestinians are

not leaving either, and your iron fist will not

make them accept Israeli settlements or a trun-
cated Palestinian state. If you think Oslo was a failure, look at
your alternative (Italics by CS). In three years, some 850
Israelis have been killed under your strategy. Yours and
Hamas'’s are two failed strategies that add up to a human meat
grinder. You want Israelis to believe they have no other choice,
but they do. It is to use Israel’s amazing inmer strength to take
a different set of Israeli actions, like really uprooting settle-
ments, to stimulate a different set of Palestinian reactions, like
controlling suicide bombers”.

Thus, Ariel Sharon and his security cabinet were not fool-
ing anyone by their callous decision to avail themselves with
the discretion of “getting rid of Yassir Arafat” as the obstacle to
peace, etc. The continuous stalling and maneuvering by the
Israeli Government are not new to anyone familiar with the
developments in the region over the past half century and sure-
ly this decision is just one of the many steps that the Israelis
have taken to make sure that the “Roadmap” to peace, like the
other peace initiatives before that, is never allowed to take off.

In this context, one must bear in mind that the truth of the
matter is that Ariel Sharon threw out any hopes for peace and
actually erased all the progress that was engineered by the
Clinton Administration over eight long years of genuine peace-
keeping efforts with one stroke of his chauvinistic arrogance
even before rising to the premiership of the Israeli Government
some three years ago. The world has not forgotten the famous
Sharon controversial and provocative walk accompanied by
thousands of heavily armed Israeli security guards through the
Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem, before becoming Prime
Minister, just to spearhead the alternative he had in mind for
the Israeli Government to pursue from then on. That walk was
aclear act of intransigence aimed at fueling Palestinian (as well
as Arab and Moslem) anger and a clear signal that the Israeli
Government had an agenda to fulfill, for which peace was to be
shoved aside “for awhile” until the Palestinians will simply
have nothing to look forward to in any future relationship with
the occupiers of their land. That walk was the trigger for the
ongoing violence that was to ensue henceforth, which the
Palestinians originally began by mild mostly peaceful protests,
which were then met by a stranglehold occupation that was
unleashed with all the war machinery at the disposal of the
“Israeli Defense Forces” against rock throwing demonstrators.
In the wake of severe military reprisals against an unarmed
population trying to save themselves from extinction. In the
meantime, the Israeli provocations of settlement building and
further encroachments into Moslem and Christian holy sites
and places of worship were unabashedly carried out, thus fuel-
ing more anger amongst the Palestinians. Some of this anger
began to translate into the most extreme measures of resistance
against the weakest points that could be found. simply because
there was no other recourse, with the Isracli Army strangling
them at every corner.

One must bear in mind that the Israeli losses of 850 lives (the
number may be exaggerated significantly) still represent less
than 1/4 of the Palestinian lives that were lost, most of whom
are unarmed civilians and a third of whom are children, not to
mention the many times that number who were wounded and
detained. One only has to refer to the human rights reports on
the situation in the West Bank and Gaza to get an idea of some
of the horrific conditions faced by the Palestinians by the ugli-
est form of occupation of modemn times. No one should be
fooled into believing that this illegal occupation is merely a
security measure “to protect Israelis”, especially when bearing
in mind that most of the protest activities were taking place in
the areas where the Palestinians were living. The suicide
bombings only commenced months after it was apparent that
Ariel Sharon and his thugs were actually carrying out a sys-
tematic effort to make life as miserable as it can be made for
the Palestinians. The protection of Israeli citizens did not have
to involve the destruction of the entire administrative and insti-
tutional infrastructure, which literally was intended to paralyze
the Palestine Authority, and thus render ridiculous any claims
that the Palestinians were not doing anything to secure their
“extremists”. To put it bluntly, how could they?

A question that arises from this ridiculous assertion by the
Israelis is, if the Israeli Army with all its mechanized and insti-
tutional might was unable to guarantee the security the Israelis
were supposedly seeking, how should Yasser Arafat and the
Palestine Authority, with their hands literally tied behind their
back do so accordingly? What Sharon was really doing was
not securing Israelis. but in fact creating the bedrock for a cli-
mate of violence, through which he can carry out the continued
annihilation of any hope for any Palestinian state of viable
standing. What must be borne in mind is that the Palestinians
have already lost so much and have accepted this loss gra-
ciously by accepting to live side by side with an Israeli state,
which was created at their expense and with great suffering.
Yet. in the arrogant chauvinism that drives extreme right
wingers in Israel, such as Ariel Sharon, there is no intention or
desire for any Palestine state of any kind. Otherwise, why
throw out all the previous progress made, in which the
Palestinians were already the recipients of the short end of the
stick anyway?

Notwithstanding the provocative decision of the Israeli
Government, it was clear that Yasser Arafat, truly has more
going for him than the Israelis (and the Bush Administration)
care to admit. The Palestinians understandably were not about
to let Ariel Sharon easily brush off their only symbolic figure-
head, not so much because there are no other Palestinians to
take his place. On the contrary, Yasser Arafat has come to rep-
resent the persistent Palestinian struggle to save as much as
possible of their identity, which has been so much eroded by

after all did set the foundations for this identity and has truly
sacrificed so much to keep it alive, despite the ugly Zionist
machine that is at work to destroy it before it has a chance to
be set firmly in place. Maybe it is time for the Israelis to start
looking for a more rational alternative to Ariel Sharon — for
sure, the real obstacle to peace in the Holy Land and a con-
demned murderer by his own people!
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Bush reinvents Iraq

Bv Joun M. CurTis
JorpaN TIMES

ddressing a national
TV audience,
President George W.
Bush tried to stem
growing criticism
over his Iraq policy, leading to a
steady erosion in his approval rat-
ings, now hovering around 50 per
cent. Bush told the nation that Iraq
was now the “central front” in the
war on terrorism, promising to seek
better international support to help
pay a whopping $87 billion price tag,
estimated for the next fiscal year.
“We will do what is necessary, and
we will spend what is necessary to
achieve this essential victory in the
war on terror, to promote freedom,
and to make our own nation more
secure,” said Bush, signalling, in no
uncertain terms, that there is no exit
strategy in sight. By placing Iraq on
the frontlines in the war on terrorism,
Bush once again justifies the mission
based on national security. Though
Congress is expected to grant Bush's
request, Iraq will surely become a
pivotal issue in the 2004 elections.
Last fall, the White House waged a
fierce public relations battle, insist-

ing that Saddam Hussein's weapons
of mass destruction threatened US
national security, culminating in
Secretary of State Colin A. Powell’s
powerful Feb. 6 multimedia speech
to the UN Security Council, giving
satellite proof of WMD. When the
UN didn’t bite, the White House
embarked on a new “preemptive”
strategy, justifying war on the basis
of perceived threats to national secu-
rity.

Discounting the work of Dr Hans
Blix and his team of UN weapons
inspectors, the US waged war on
Iraq March 20 for the expressed pur-
pose of ridding Iraq’s weapons of
mass destruction. Baghdad fell on
April 9, but the US forces found no
weapons of mass destruction, despite
insisting that Iraq represents a threat
to US national security. Since the
end of formal combat operations on
May 1, the mission has now
changed.

Bush’s speech switched gears,
announcing that “Iraq’s reconstruc-
tion” — not Saddam’s disarmament
— was the current mission, prompt-
ing his request for an additional $87
billion. But beyond the cash, the
president is asking American troops
— and indeed the international com-

By PAuL KRUGMAN
INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE

n my first column after the

Sept. 11 attacks. I mentioned

something that everyone with

contacts on Capitol Hill

already kmew: That just days
after the event, the exploitation of the
atrocity for partisan political gain had
already begun.

In response, I received a torrent of
outraged mail. At a time when the
United States was shocked and terri-
fied, the thought that America’s lead-
ers might be that cynical was too
much to bear. “How can 1 say that 1o
my young son?” asked one furious e-
mailer.

I wonder what that correspondent
thinks now. Is the American public -
and the news media - finally prepared
to cry foul when cynicism comes
wrapped in the flag? America’s polit-
ical future may rest on the answer.

The press has become a lot less shy
about pointing out the Bush adminis-
tration’s exploitation of Sept. 11,
partly because that exploitation has
become so crushingly obvious. As
The Washington Post pointed out on
Thursday, in the past six weeks
President George W. Bush has
invoked Sept. 11 not just to defend
Iraq policy and argue for oil drilling
in the Arctic, but in response to ques-
tions about tax cuts, unemployment,
budget deficits and even campaign
finance. Meanwhile, the crudity of
the administration’s recent propagan-
da efforts, from dressing the presi-
dent up in a flight suit to orchestrat-
ing the ludicrously glamorized televi-
sion movie about Bush on Sept. 11,
have set even supporters’ teeth on
edge.
| Yet it's almost certainly wrong o
think that the political exploitation of
Sept. 11 and, more broadly, the Bush
administration’s campaign to label
critics as unpairiofic, are past their
peak. It may be harder for the admin-
istration to wrap itself in the flag, but
it has more incentive to do so now
than ever before. Where once the
administration was motivated by
greed, now it’s driven by fear.

In the first months afier Sept. 11,
the administration’s ruthless exploita-
tion of the atrocity was a choice, not
a necessity. The natural instinct of
Americans to rally around their

The ugly
exploitation
of Sept. 11

leader in times of crisis had pushed
Bush into the polling stratosphere,
and his re-election seemed secure. He
could have governed as the uniter he
claimed to be, and would probably
still be wildly popular.

But Bush’s advisers were greedy;
they saw Sept. 11 as an opportunity to
get everything they wanted, from
another round of tax cuts, to a major
weakening of the Clean Air Act, to an
invasion of Irag. And so they
wrapped as much as they could in the
flag.

Now it has all gone wrong. The
deficit is about to go above half a tril-
lion dollars, the economy is still los-
ing jobs, the triumph in Iraq has
turned to dust and ashes, and Bush’s
poll numbers are at or below their
pre-Sept. 11 levels.

Nor can the members of this
administration simply lose like gen-
tlemen. For one thing, that’s not how
they operate. Furthermore. every-
thing suggests that there are major
scandals - involving energy policy,
environmental policy, Iraq contracts
and cooked intelligence - that would
burst into the light of day if the cur-
rent management lost its grip on
power. So these people must win, at
any cost.

The result, clearly, will be an ugly,
bitter campaign - probably the nasti-
est of modern American history. Four
months ago it seemed that the 2004
campaign would be all slow-mo films
of Bush in his flight suit. But at this
point, it's likely to be pictures of
Howard Dean or Wesley Clark that
morph into Saddam Hussein. And
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
has already rolled out the stab-in-the-
back argument: If you criticize the
administration, you’re lending aid
and comfort to the enemy.

This political ugliness will take its
toll on policy, too. The administra-
tion’s infallibility complex - its
inability to admit ever making a mis-
take - will get even worse. And I dis-
agree with those who think the
administration can claim infallibility
even while practicing policy flexibil-
ity: On major issues, like taxes or
Irag, any sensible policy would too
obviously be an implicit admission
that previous policies had failed.In
other words. if you thought the last
two years were bad, just wait: It's
about to get worse. A lot worse.

munity — to sacrifice lives for Iraq’s
reconstruction. ‘‘We are rolling back
the terrorist threat to civilisation,
now on the fringes of its influence,
but at the heart of its power,”
declared Bush four days before the
second anniversary of Sept. 11,
pointing his finger at Saddam
Hussein — not Osama Ben Laden —
for terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Centre and Pentagon. Ben
Laden, not Saddam Hussein, was
responsible Sept. 11, but he and his
key henchmen remain fugitives in
the no-man’s-land between
Afghanistan and Pakistan, not, as
Bush suggests, in Iraq.

Seeking a new UN resolution for
international help in Irag, Bush
hopes to add multinational forces
and defray astronomical costs. Yet,
opponents to the war, especially
France, Germany and Russia, have
serious reservations about commit-
ting troops and money without the
US ceding control to the UN.

Only two weeks ago, terrorists
blew up the UN headquarters, killing
20, including the brilliant 55-year-
old Brazilian UN chief Sergio Vieira
de Mello — a tragic loss to the world
body. “Terrorists in Iraq have
attacked representatives of the
civilised world, and opposing them
must be the cause of the civilised
world,” said Bush, encouraging the
UN to join the US’ battle with Al
Qaeda and other foreign terrorists
now sabotaging Iraq. But unlike the
US, the UN didn't wage war on Iraq
encouraging Islamic radicals to now
make Iraq their new cause celebre
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against the West.

Like the Russians in Chechnya,
the US finds itself battling Islamists
seeking to expel the US and other
foreign forces. Now equated with the
US, the UN has become a target of
Islamic radicals, creating problems
for all foreign troops or personnel
engaged in peacekeeping. Now mag-
net for terrorists since the fall of
Baghdad, Bush identifies Iraq as the
“central front” for the war on terror.
Before Operation Iragi Freedom, US
and foreign intelligence speculated
that Saddam was building A-bombs

and biological and chemical
weapons. Since the war ended, those
same agencies — including the

International Atomic Energy Agency

— now point to Iran and North
Korea as feverishly pursuing atomic
weapons. With no WMD found and
Iraq no longer a threat, White House
calls Iraq its “central front” in the
war on terror, apparently due to the
presence of foreign terrorists.

Bush insists that the current US
strategy involves “destroying the ter-
rorists, enlisting the support of other
nations for a free Iraq and helping
Iraqis assume responsibility for their
own defence and their own future”.

“Winning the peace in Iraq is
essential to winning the war on ter-
rorism,” said House Majority Leader
Tom Delay (R-Texas), reinforcing
the idea that Iraq is indeed the “cen-
tral front” in the war on terrorism.

Without finding WMD, the White
House changed the mission to
“democratising” Iraq by picking
leaders friendly to the US. By com-
mitting the US to “finish the job,”
Bush has given Iraq a blank cheque
and endangered US forces, currently
sitting ducks in a bitter guerrilla war.
Before going to war, no one talked
about “liberating” Iraq — only disar-
mament. Battling terrorists in Iraq
won’t contain Iran, North Korea or a
global menace like Osama Ben
Laden busy plotting his next attack.

The writer is editor of
OnlineColumnist.com and author
of ‘Dodging the Bullet’ and
‘Operation Charisma’.

Palpable and should be recognized

Democracy trends

By ApiB F. FARHA
THE DAILY STAR

espite claims to the
contrary and the
Zionist-inspired
mudslinging regard-
ing the absence of
democracy in Arab countries, the
general trend in most Arab countries
reveals a slow but consistent
progress toward more freedom and a
steady change toward democracy.
The fact that this trend is concomi-
tant with American pressure for the
same is not something about which
to be apologetic. By the same token,
it is difficult to objectively assess
whether this budding trend would
have emerged naturally, even with-
out an external factor prodding
these countries to adopt democratic
practices. Nevertheless, the trans-
formation witnessed in more than
one Arab regime from a one-party
rule to a more pluralistic political
structure, or from an absolute
monarchy to a consultative system
are commendable and warrant
encouragement.
Regrettably, while these regimes

work earnestly to modify their sys-

tems of governance against strong
inertia and significant resistance to
such conversions from beneficiaries
of the existing modus operandi, the
US appears to be hounding the deci-
sion-makers in those countries for
“lack of democracy.” This places
the latter between a rock and a hard
place. On the one hand, they face
potentially destabilizing resistance
from the old guard and cronies of
the old system who accuse them of
bowing to Western pressures and
who might not hesitate to undermine
those decision-makers under one
pretense or another to protect their
privileges. On the other hand, the
US fails to acknowledge the ongo-
ing changes and continues to pres-
sure them and raise the ante.
Observers often wonder whether the
escalating pressure is out of naivete
that fails to recognize the underly-
ing risks involved in sudden change,
or whether it is simply an excuse to

keep these regimes in the “dog
house” as a pretext for punitive
measures to serve other purposes.
Others yet wonder if all the talk
about lack of democracy is not
intended to continue to present
Israel as *“the only democracy in the
region,” as Israel and its supporters
claim.

It is indeed odd that Israel, a pro-
fessed theocracy, is touted as “the
only democracy in the region” while
countries such as Saudi Arabia are
criticized for adopting Islamic
Sharia as its constitution. While any
Jew born anywhere in the world is
eligible for Israeli citizenship under
Israel's “right of return” policy,
Palestinians who were thrown out of
their homes are denied their own
right of return. Moreover, Israeli
Arabs are second-class citizens in
Israel. Yet the West unabashedly
continues to refer to Israel as a
democracy.

Admittedly, Saudi Arabia remains
a monarchy. However, it would be
unfair not to recognize the steady
progress toward a more orthodox
practice of shura (consultation),
which is an Islamic embryonic ver-
sion of democracy that is age-old
but that had been voided of its con-
tent over time. A center has recently
been announced by Saudi Crown
Prince Abdullah to promote wider
dialogue while existing consultative
councils are gaining more say in the
affairs of the state. Additionally,
Saudi Arabia has liberalized its
economy to allow a wider share for
the private sector and has abolished
the system of “‘sponsorship™ of for-
eign enterprises, which had ensured
that an elite group made consider-
able commissions from this quaint
system without any significant
effort. Of course, the Saudi public
does not enjoy suffrage and govern-
ment officials continue to be
appointed by royal decrees.
Nevertheless, do proponents of an
overnight change from an absolute
monarchy into a full-fledged
democracy truly think that the Saudi
population is ready for it yet? While
the US and its press refer to

Wahhabism, the state religion, as
the most dangerous form of funda-
mentalism and have all but waged
war against it, do these same critics
believe that if Western-style demo-
cratic practices were to be imple-
mented overnight, they would pro-
duce a “more friendly regime” and
one that would “promote world
peace?” Wouldn’t the West reject
the outcome just as it snubbed the
results of the most recent elections
in Algeria, where the Islamists won
and the government, under Western
pressure, annulled the results? Syria
is another case in point. It is criti-
cized for “lack of democracy” and
US pressure for internal change
continues to escalate. Here again,
there is no denying that Syria has
been under a one-party rule, which
allowed only a token representation
of “other” parties. Nonetheless, its
ambitious, Western-trained, and
progressive young president has
recently introduced significant
changes toward more democratic
practices that the US fails to recog-
nize.

Syria has made noteworthy
changes in its economic, education-
al, and political systems in the past
few months. On the economic front,
remarkable measures have been
announced such as allowing foreign
banks to operate in Syria for the first
time in more than three decades. It
is also making an earnest effort to
qualify for membership in the Euro-
Med Partnership and, thereafter, in
the World Trade Organization. This
entails major modifications in the
social, political, and economic sys-
tems and noteworthy adaptation
toward market economies and liber-
al policies. To the question, “Are
these changes enough?” the answer
is an unqualified “no.” But an equal-
ly timely question would be, “can
the present regime effect change at a
much faster pace without counter-
productive results?” The answer to
the latter question is also an
unequivocal *no.” Of course, this
positive trend should proceed and
escalate. But caution is warranted to
avoid the pitfalls in which other

countries that moved too suddenly
from centralized economies to mar-
ket economies fell. On the educa-
tional front, the decision a few
months ago to change school uni-
forms from the former military-
inspired khaki colored uniform to
more pleasant colors is hardly
insignificant. It was a harbinger of
more  significant  noteworthy
changes and a forerunner to several
planned steps to improve the educa-
tional system. Since then, Syria has
licensed the opening of the first
three private universities.

On the political front, Syrian
President Bashar Assad has recently
decreed that members of the ruling
Baath Party will no longer be
allowed to monopolize government
positions. He has already assigned
several non-Baath Party members
with wide international experience
in major Cabinet posts. The for-
ward-thinking minister of national
economy Dr. Ghassan Rifai. a for-
mer World Bank senior executive
who lived in the West for many
years, is a prime example.
Additionally, the distribution of pro-
democracy petitions, which once
earned signatories a near-permanent
residence in one of Syria’s jails, are
now allowed by the state and even
get published in state-owned news-
papers. These landmarks should not
be underestimated. The trend
toward democratic practices in all
aspects of life is tangible in the Arab
world today. It remains short of the
lofty goal of full-fledged democra-
cy, for practical reasons and not for
lack of good intentions. This trend
should be encouraged and rewarded.
Moreover, the ongoing Arab-Israeli
conflict has been a convenient pre-
text for Arab regimes to strengthen
their stranglehold on their con-
stituencies and to oppress freedoms
in the name of thwarting “external
threats.” Besides ending decades of
bloodshed that has derailed social
and economic development in the
region, a rapid resolution of this
chronic conflict would eliminate
this excuse and help promote the
cause of democracy.
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Tourism in Yemen:

Tourism promotion needed

BY HASSAN AL-ZAEDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

any countries hold
tourism industry as
a main source for
national economy.

In Yemen which possesses many
beauties and tourist attractions
tourism industry has gone through
ups and downs.

Damage to tourism and national
economy has taken many forms.

The biggest damage resulted from
the murder of some tourists in
December 1998 in Abyan. This inci-
dent and other incidents helped slow
development of tourism in our coun-
try.

Yemen is gifted with diverse natu-
ral resources, which make it the mag-
net for tourists and visitors.

Yemen also possesses a rich histor-
ical heritage, natural biodiversity and
diverse climate.

In Yemen, you can find the tourism
of desert, sea, and the volcanic water
hot springs which make Yemen as one
of the most significant destinations
for tourists.

But during the last few years,
tourism and tourist facilities have
been greatly affected and the flow of
tourists has been greatly reduced due
10 terror acts.

This includes killing of a number of
tourists in Yemen by the Aden-Abyan
Islamic Army during the end of 1997.

The global crisis represented by the
September 11 in the US and the war

Gulf tourists in a recent tour of Yemen

launched against terror and organiza-
tions, which support terrorism, are
other motives behind the deteriora-
tion of tourism in Yemen. Some of the
Western countries have warned their
citizens against traveling to some
countries specifically Yemen.

But tourism bodies don’t do any-
thing with regard to exploring alter-
natives to attract the Gulf countries
tourists instead of westerners.

Yemen will be the best place for
tourism if tourist potentials have been
greatly promoted. We have met some
of those Gulf citizens tourists and
talked about the tourist potentials and
their promising future. We have
found out that there are certain
demands and needs they have in mind
and there are many issues the con-
cemned authorities have to tackle for
tempting Arab tourism which is lack-
ing propagation. Millions of US dol-
lars are spent in the western countries
and of no avail.

Naser Mohammed, from Saudi
Arabia said:

“I have visited Yemen three times.
We want to visit the whole of Yemen.
But time doesn’t permit. During a
three-day time, I have visited Sana’a,
Yareem. Dhamar, Taiz and now Ibb.”
We have enjoyed the attractive scenes
of nature and mildness of the weather,
unlike that in Saudi Arabia,” he said.

We are provided with useful infor-
mation about the most significant
regions from our friends here in
Yemen or from information gathered
during our journey to a number of
places in the republic.

Hussein Mohammed, Saudi Arabia,
Najran, said that Yemen is gifted with

a number of natural constituents,
which make Arab tourists hanker to
revisit it. “But it has been still lacking
of some significant factors which
should be provided for tourists and
visitors,” Mr. Hussein said.

A large number of tourists along
with their families and cars come to
Yemen. What is needed is for instance
to expand highways, which link the
Yemeni cities together. An interest
should be paid with regard to estab-
lishing health resorts. Clean-up cam-
paigns have to be continued. “We
have faced so many difficulties when
driving our car. We have visited a
number of Yemeni cities and found
that some of those streets are filled
with water during the rainfall,” he
remarked. “There aren’t also health
tourist resorts along roads where a
visitor or tourist can enjoy the beauty
of nature. “There are of course some
rest houses and parks, but they are not
fully equipped. There some tourist
attractions which are of great strate-
gic importance, but they are in need
of repair and attention,” Mr. Hussein
said.

Arab tourists, particularly from the
Gulf states, do not any longer have
great fear concerning security issues
that were propagated about Yemen
and that is due to their realization of
the actual reality in Yemen and the
Yemeni citizen who carries arms.

The removal of such fear from
minds of many Arab tourists doesn’t
mean that all hindrances are removed.

Some Arab tourists mentioned
some of these hindrances, for instance
the Saudi tourist’s Hussen says: “One
of the hindrances is that the Yemeni

Natural landscape-lbb

security bodies at the border inlets set
a condition on the necessity of leav-
ing our passports with them. This of
course would restrict our movement
and in case we wish to leave the coun-
try we have to return to the same bor-
der inlet through which we enter
despite the existence of many other
inlets between Yemen and the Saudi

Arabia. He says we wish this question
would be solved.

He added that conceming security
aspects the country is safe and its
people are good and hospitable.

This is a reflection of the distin-
guished relation between the people,
he added.

He concluded by saying that he has

e

Folklore dances entertain tourists

visited many Arab and western coun-
tries as a tourist but in fact, Yemen,
with its natural landscapes and cli-
mate diversity is more entertaining
than many of the western countries.

If such simple measures have been
taken, Yemen could be the most
important attraction frequented by the
Gulf citizens every year.

Dialogue between cultures

BY ISMAEIL AL-GHABRI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

W is one of far-reaching

institutions for interna-

tional media and cultur-

al work. Intercultural

dialogue includes pro-
moting the German language. It means
far more than conveying an authentic
picture of German reality.

Yemen Times reporter Ismael Al-
Ghabri met with Dr. Reinhold Meyer
who is in charge for Middle East and
Africa in DW in Germany and filed
this interview.

Q: Why does Germany need
Deutsche Welle and what's the use
for people all over the world?

A: Whether in Washington or
Vladivostok, Dar es Salaam or Delhi i
outside our borders whoever wants
information in their mother tongue
about Germany or German perspec-
tives about international events finds
what they are looking for: either on the

latest satellite DW- TV, one of DW-
Radio's 30 services or on the internet at
DW i WORLD. DE. In addition we
offer German TV ii the best of public
TV programs in Germany. In the
German media landscape, only DW is
able to distribute original, up i to i
date, authentic and, credible reporting
all over the world.

Q: What target groups you are
addressing?

A: The opinion leaders in our
regions are a priority for us; those who
form the opinions and political objec-
tives in their society or those who will
grow to do so. In addition we want to
inform those who speak German or
learn to speak it, as well as Germans
who spend some weeks or more away
from home. Finally, for Germans who
live abroad, Deutsche Welle always
has been a bridge to their home coun-
try. Around the world roughly 28 mil-
lion listeners switch on DW fi radio on
a regularly basis and over 22 million
viewers regularly watch DW -TV. I can

proudly state that no other instrument
of international media and culture
from Germany reached so many peo-
ple.

Q: What is the benefit for German
taxpayers?

A: The benefits for the taxpaying
citizen fi and hence for our community
fi can be reduced to one simple denom-
inator: Deutsche Welle promotes
Germany's international standing. It
brings Germany's political, economic
and cultural interests to the targeted
regions and observes the process of
European unification. Culture often is
the basis. Glabal perception of
Germany is ambivalent. Therefore we
must continue to eliminate image
problems in foreign relations.
International broadcasting is a decisive
means of spreading information from
Germany and for conveying an image
of Germany. Deutsche Welle brings
people all over the world closer to our
country.

The 'dialogue between cultures' is

Dr. Reinhold Meyer in an interview with the Yemen Times reporter

DW's very own theme. How do you
implement it? The global presence of
DW- WORLD.DE creates a cultural
bridge between Germany and peoples
all over the world who are interested in

our country and its people, its culture
and its real life. This is not a one-way
street but @i especially with the possi-
bilities of the Internet @i a real dia-
logue. Hence, we are mediators in the

dialogue between cultures and we rep-
resent understanding. International
understanding is the unspoken pro-
gram mission of Deutsche Welle.

Q: DW is turning 50. Is it feeling
its age or coming to life?

A: Deutsche Welle is a vigorous
media company that stands for innova-
tion and flexibility in its programming
technology and administration. Our
quality programs i in all of our media
il enjoy high esteem around the world.
To ensure this, our maxims remain
independence and credibility. We hold
an excellent position with the interna-
tional competition.

DW is i at the same time i moving
its headquarters from Cologne to
Bonn. Are you happy to come to the
former capital? The move to Bonn is a
chance for Deutsche Welle. Qur new
address is Europe's most modern
broadcasting center our multinational
team of employees from more than 60
countries will soon feel 'at home' in
Bonn.
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Pillar for population pol

eproductive health repre-

sents the pillar on which

population policies are

built. Concern with this

issue is considered an
important entrance to enhancing the
qualitative and quantitative conditions
of the population.

Moreover, working in the reproduc-
tive health field- whose status is deteri-
orating must be done in light of the cul-
tural, social and religious particularities
of the society and careful handling of
related factors. For it is undoubtedly
that working in such a sensitive issue
would require great skills and high
qualifications and knowledge. Many
international organizations have taken
the responsibility for participating in
improvement of the reproductive health

in Yemen, and now the GTZ's office
affiliated to the German-Yemeni coop-
eration’s Office is working hard on a
family health and planning project in
Sana’a.

Ms. Karen Nelson spoke to Hassan
al-Zaidi of the Yemen Times about this
project saying:

“The project is operating for the past
two years in seven governorates;
Marib, Sana’a, Amran, Hajja, Abyan,
Ibb, and Mahwait. We have trained 2
men and two women in each gover-
norate in administrative and technical
aspects related to their work, and we
trained them in modern as well as train-
ing methods. They have also been
given special training on teenage and
growing phases. These trained groups,
whom we call as supporting groups,

have received a number of courses
sometimes reaching 9 courses all con-
ducted by the family health and plan-
ning project.

In their turn the supporting groups
carried on a number of courses and lec-
tures for staff in the health sector in the
district especially those working with
reproductive health.

Generally speaking, the project is
very assuring and we believe that those

“ supporting groups have the ability to

set up executive plans for their work
every year and implement them. They
also have the qualifications to work as
teachers and trainers using all teaching
methods visual and audio. The delight-
ing fact is that those groups work
together in team spirits both men and
women in each governorate. Some of

One-year insialiment
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the supporting teams still require sup-
port from the project although many
other groups have become completely
independent and can work without the
project’s aid. This is because all whom
we have trained are in the first place
employees with the health ministry’s
offices in the districts, the reproductive
health department, and they probably
would receive funding from other
donor organizations.

The official in-charge of reproduc-
tive health at the health ministry has
sensed the importance of training and
so she had requested the project to train
two more villages in other governorates
where the project has not reached yet.
The objective is to generalize the train-
ing and with equal opportunities in all
aspects, although previously women
were being targeted more than men.”

As for Ms. Nelson’s evaluation of
reproductive health in Yemen she said:

“Through our observations from our
field visits to various governorates
where we work, we have seen that there
is progress in this field, especially
among many of today’s youth. Actually
this also varies from place to place, and
some regions are still in dire need of
development in this issue especially
that the numbers are not encouraging. 1
believe that the manager of the repro-
ductive health department at the min-
istry is really concerned with this issue
and focuses efforts to educating people
and decreasing the birth rate as well as
providing health services to all.”

As for the continuity of the project,
she expressed that:

“We do not have a fixed time and the
Germans are still in the evaluation and
revising stage now. And they are trying
to negotiate with other organizations
regarding the continuity, but the project
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Karen Nelson

will not stop yet it may start working in
different frame providing the same
service though.”

Mr. Saleh al-Badani, deputy of the
reproductive health project also con-
tributed to this conversation saying;

“The courses provided aim to follow-
up; generalize the supporting groups’
performance and exchange of experi-
ence between all teams. All participants
described their experience during their
work. And I can say that the project has
achieved great success in supporting
decentralization in the seven gover-
norates. Motherhood and childhood
issues are supported by many funding
organizations and we in turn are focus-
ing on reproductive health and relating
motherhood and childhood aspects. We
are not limited to training of cadres and
performance but we also attend to the
needs of health centers in the districts
and fulfill some of those needs. The
project has furnished the motherhood
and childhood offices in most of the

Saleh al-Badani

districts it had worked in.

We also were able through our work
with the targeted groups to get involve-
ment from schools, non-governmental
organizations, and women societies in
health education.”

Mr. Abdulbasit Saleh, groups’ trainer
says:

“The group that I had worked with is
very good and they have active opin-
ions and activities. In the whole of my
career life, which is 21 years in human
power training and development, I have
not faced an experience like this one.”

The discussion included a number of
the trainees who have expressed their
appreciation and gratefulness to the
efforts exerted by the people in charge.
And they were happy to enhance their
own qualifications and abilities through
the course and through cooperating
with the project, an event that would
reflect positively on their performance
and work relating to reproductive
health
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Al-Mithaq weekly, organ
u ‘ of the General People’s

Congress, 8 September
" 2003.

Main headlines:
Fish wealth minister answers MPs
questions
Former parliament speaker Dr
Yassin Said Nouman back home
Ethiopia allows Yemenis deported
during the Socialist rule to return
Yemen wins world forum for agri-
cultural research’s coat- of- arms
Columnist Dr Abdulaziz al-
Makaleh says in his article that fol-
lowing his return from Washington,
the Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon
said he had not offered any conces-
sions. It is well-known for all those
who have followed up the “’road
map” it calls on both Palestinian and
Israeli parties to offer concessions.
Although the Palestinians have now
nothing to concede but their lives.
Nevertheless the road map still urges
them to offer more concessions
against a total refusal by the other
party that impudently declares it
would not concede anything now or in
the future. This is the declaration that
none of the Arab leaders mentioned
about it and sponsors of the road map,
mainly the White House that did not
feel that Sharon’s statement was in
fact an outrageous offending of the
White House itself.

Sharon is an apparent aggressor and
a killer and does not equivocate in his
hostile policy and those who double-
cross are those who pretend that they
do not understand him, whether they
were Arabs or foreigners.
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26 September weekly,
organ of the Yemen Armed
Forces, 11 Sept. 2003.

Main headlines

- Religious scholars committee con-
cludes its second round of dia-
logue with youth back from
Afghanistan

- Al-Rahma House for girl orphans
wraps up activities

- The president receives a message
from Pakistani president

- New batch of Yemeni exiles
abroad returns in a few days time

Columnist Iskandar al-Asbahi says
in his article that years pass and

Al Ahram

German  Chancellor  Gerhard

Schroeder will visit Egypt during his

Middle East tour including Saudi

Arabia and United Arab Emirates from
Oct. 4-7.

Al Akhbar
Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed
Mabher expressed deep sorrow over the
death of Swedish Foreign Minister
Anna Lindh, who was stabbed to death
by an unknown assailant in
Stockholm.

Al Gomhuria
Egyptian Culture Minister Farouk

Liberation
Three issues fueled the tension
between Paris and Brussels —the
Stability Pact, subsidies to enterpris-
es and the European Constitution.

Le Monde

Isracl threatened to expel Arafat
from Palestine, which drew world-
wide opposition. Washington, the
principal partner of the Jewish state
and the Palestinian Authority in the
negotiation, also called on Israel to
correct mistake.

Le Parisien

The “Week of Mobility and
Public Transport” is to start Tuesday
and peak on Sept. 22 with the sixth
“Day of in City without my Car.” A
total of 683 European cities will join
the Week and 1,126 join the Day as
an effort 1o save their environment
from worsening pollution.
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investment impediments are still
prevalent its environment as if those
hindrances are having legal structure
and a bureaucratic practice and basic
structures and others on which much
has been said and written.

This is the general picture in mind
that seems to have settled in a manner
arousing frustration dominating over
the will for creating the climate
attracting local and foreign private
investments in an orientation making
the private investment effectively
present.

It occurs to me that this image that
has been fixed in mind despite of its
much effect on reality is in line with
facts but rather relatively. The imped-
iments of investments are in fact
attributed to a psychological facto
rather that the actual hindrances that
we have got bored of mentioning
them. I think this condition has domi-
nated over mentality and minds of
investors and those responsible for
investment policies to an extent that
we have not seen any new invest-
ments.

I think we have to explore a new
style in thinking about an environment
attractive to investment. So why don’t
we set up an agenda on impediments
an alternative solutions and arrange-
ments to surmount them within a fixed

time table?
organ of the Nasserite

M Unionist Organisation, 9

~ Sept. 2003.

Al-Wahdawi weekly,

Main headlines
- Government draft law expected to
send thousands of employees to
unemployment
- Acourt sends Aden security chief
to prosecution
- Yassin expected to be named
assistant secretary general of the
YSP
- Political Security organisation
arrests 65 persons at storming the
Grand Mosque
- Nasserite’s head of the informa-
tion office Dr Dahhan condemns
the EU decision of enlisting
Hamas on terror list
Manipulation of tender on a build-
ing for fighting TB in Aden
Columnist Waheeb al-Nussari says

ed Khidhr

Salall s

norates take part

hair-splitting

tions merchandise

groups
pressures on Yemen
released

Defence Secretary

- Education minister al-Jawfi calls on political par-
ties not to make education issues an occasion for

- The president in opening Yemeni women confer-
ence: The woman partner in building, not elec-

- The president endorses the death sentence
against Nabeel Nankly

- Indonesian vice-president visits Yemen

- Yemen maintains its demand for handing over
Guantanamo detainees

- Confirming arrest of al-Ghamdi, security source:
A number of wanted to be repatriates between
Yemen and Saudi Arabia

- Saudi border force kills two Yemeni citizens

- Entrepreneurs’ conflict & contracts’ lobby behind
postponement of signing loans agreements

- Taiz teachers demonstrate against the education
plan for redistribution of teachers

- Yemen continues demanding for the return of its
citizens detained abroad

- Agriculture minister says agricultural exports to
Saudi Arabia back previous level

- Yemen discusses with Ethiopia the return of
Yemenis nationalized properties

- lsrael recruits Arab spies to penetrate Islamic

- Grand Mosque detainees condemn American
- British embassy blast implementers to be

- Taliban implemented a plan to kill the U.S.

Main headlines

FM Dr al-Qirbi: Yemen'’s project does not cancel
Arab League, rather enhances its role

- Yemeni Women Union holds its first conference
in Sana’a, 250 representatives fro all gover-

in his article that each academic year
there are more hindrances and diffi-
culties imposed by the ministry of
education with its extempore deci-
sions that cause impeding of reform of
the educational process, especially at
the basic and secondary stages.

The new academic year has
received about 5 million students, but
the education ministry’s decision of
raising tuition fees and unifying
school uniform for the basic and sec-
ondary school stages has aroused
resentment of the citizens as the deci-
sion deprives the majority of the sons
of the people, i.e. the poor, of the
opportunity of continuing study.
Educationists see that the ministry’s
imposition of buying the unified uni-
form with registration as a trading
process seeking for gaining profits
without deeming to or taking care of
schools curricula and qualification of
teachers.

On the other hand the ministry’s
decision of redistribution of teachers
among schools and specifying schools
for girl students and others for boy
students has disclosed the existence of
shortage in school buildings and that
most of them need maintenance.
Moreover the accumulation of corrup-
tion issues and not reforming the edu-
cational process resulted in shortage
of female teachers and degradation of
the level of teachers” efficiency.

il

et ol

Main headlines

- Parliamentarian committee rec-
ommends stop of activity of vio-
lating fishing companies

- Al-Hattar: We succeeded in dia-
logue with 70 detainees to be
released soon

- Journalists denounce the chair-
man’s statements, demand holding
the general conference

- Education ministry: Thursday an
official school day at all education
institutes

- Sana’a, regional headquarters for
election training and qualification
centre

- Training course for technical and
vocational teachers in Aden

- Volume of imports via Hudeida

Al-Wahda weekly, Sept.
10, 2003.

Major news items in leading international newspapers Provided by Xinhua

Hosni is to open Sunday the project of
restoration of Bab Zowalia in Islamic
Cairo after completing and developing
the renovation works in association
with the US research centre and
funded by the USAID.

The Egyptian Mail

Egypt and Italy Friday called on the
Israeli government not to take any
measures against Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat. It followed a decision
on Thursday by Israeli security cabinet
to “remove” Arafat, a move that drew
warnings from around the globe that
the Jewish state risks whipping up
violence across the Middle East.

The News

President Pervez Musharraf
Friday said India is in a “no-win
situation” and if it dares to go for
a misadventure, it will have to
repent as Pakistan will respond
exactly in the same manner.

Dawn

Pakistan Friday condemned
Israel’s  decision to  oust
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
from Palestine and called upon
the international community to
urge Israel to reconsider the deci-
sion.

The Nation
India and the United States on
Friday completed a week-long
joint military exercise in the dis-
puted Ladakh region of Kashmir.
However, the exercises will be
extended for another week.

The Independent
British Prime Minister Tony Blair
was accused on Friday of using “false
pretenses” to win the crucial
Commons vote on war with Iraq.

The Financial Times

Leading trade powers warned on
Friday that this week's World Trade
Organization ministerial meeting in
Mexico risked failure unless countries
immediately abandoned entrenched
positions and held serious negotiations
over the next two days.

~ SRR

East African Standard

Kenyan first lady Lucy Kibaki on
Friday expressed concern over mil-
lions of children languishing in pover-
ty in the country, disclosing that near-
ly half of the 16.2 million children in
the country live below the poverty
line.

Kenya Times
The Kenyan government is set to
hire international law firms and audi-
tors 1o help it recover more than 240
billion shillings (about 3.1 million US

Asahi, Yomiuri, Mainichi, Nihon
Keizai:

The Tokyo metropolitan govern-
ment and 15 banks that filed a law-
suit seeking to abolish a local corpo-
rate tax targeting major banks have
reached a broad agreement, under
which, the government will return
some 234.4 billion yen (2 billion US

The Guardian

The worsening international crisis
over Iran's suspected nuclear program
escalated on Friday night when the
United Nations set Teheran a deadline
of 48 days to come clean on its nuclear
activities.

The Times

BBC’s director general Greg Gyke

will be called before the Hutton

Inquiry on Monday to be asked why
the BBC refused to back down in the
row with Downing Street that led to
the death of government scientist
David Kelly.

dollars) stashed in foreign accounts,
the country’s Assistant Minister for
Justice and Constitutional Affairs
Robinson Njeru Githae said.

Daily Nation

Former US ambassador to Kenya
Johnnie Carson on Friday said in
Washington that the US should be
more generous in helping Kenya. He
urged the United States to create an
investment fund of up to 75 million
dollars to be used for projects in
Kenya.

dollars) to the banks.

Yomiuri
Local education boards in fiscal
2002 found 289 teachers at public pri-
mary, middle and high schools
incompetent to instruct or supervise
students, said the Education, Science
and Technology Ministry.

The Times of India
India Friday strongly disapproved
of the Israeli cabinet's decision to
expel Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat.

The Hindu
The country’s 700 km short-range
and 1,500 km medium-range surface-
to-surface Agni I and Agni II missiles
were being inducted into the armed

Phili

Manila Bulletin
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
Friday appealed to politicians with
ambitions for office to take power
through the vote in next year’s elec-
tions as she vowed to crush forces plot-
ting to overthrow her government.

The Philippine Star
The military announced Friday that
US and Filipino military forces will

Nige

port increases
- Influx of European tourists to
Yemen begins

Columnist Ahmed al-Zurka writes
on the 11 September events anniver-
sary saying during the past two years
the United States of America launched
two wars considered as failing. The
first when the American troops got
involved in Afghanistan in an abortive
attempt to arrest Bin Laden and his
senor aides. But this war managed
only in ousting Taliban movement
from the rule and arresting hundreds
of Arab and Afghans and sending
them to Guantanamo detention camp.
The second war when the American
forces invaded Iraq without any legal
support or an international authoriza-
tion. Coinciding with those events was
launching the international campaign
of war against terror. It is the cam-
paign targeting to a great extent Islam
and Muslims to reflect the degree of
the American government confusion
and disclosed a fact indicating that the
extremist rightist trend is on the
increase and that the Zionist lobby has
decided to flagrantly enter the com-
flict, as the American president Bush
had expressed by saying the coming
war was a crusade one. That had insti-
gated resentment and astonishment
the Muslims inside America and out-
side it. The impact of the war extend-
ed to include the whole world and
probably the major targeted were the
Arabs due to their religious and race
affiliation of the operation imple-
menters.

Bush’s administration had quickly
sent messages to Yemen, Saudi
Arabia, Syria, Morocco, Egypt, and
Sudan, demanding them to take part in
its war on al-Qaeda.

Yemen kept complaining from ter-
ror before the events of 11 September
and its relations with America deterio-
rated before the events of September
in the wake of blasting the American
Destroyer USS Cole at Aden port.
With the increasing volume of damage
Yemen has been suffering it has
become engaged in a direct confronta-
tion with the terrorists and many of
sleeping cells had been discovered. It
seems that Yemen is determined to go
ahead in taking out terror from its ter-
ritories, as the Yemeni leadership con-
tinuously expresses that.

orid Press

forces, top Defense Ministry officials
said Friday.

Hindustan Times

Ahead of Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee's address to the
United Nations General Assembly
session, the Cabinet Committee on
Security Friday reviewed the security
situation in the country for over two-
and-a-half hours.

hold an amphibious exercise next week
in the northern Philippines to enhance
military cooperation between the two
countries.

Philippine Daily Inquirer
Armed Forces™ vice chief of staff
Licutenant General Rodolfo Garcia
said Friday that authorities are laying
out an elaborate security plan for the
Oct. 18 state visit of US President
George W. Bush.

This Day
What ended in a tragedy for an
Iranian Siamese twins earlier this year,
started on a promising note for
Nigerian born  Sobowale-Davies
Siamese twins, as they were success-
fully separated after a delicate six-

hour surgery on Friday.

Weekend Vanguard
Beninese authorities on Friday
handed over the alleged car robbery

kingpin Ahmadu Tidjani to Nigerian
security officials in line with the
agreement signed by both countries
last month to jointly fight cross-border
banditry.

Saturday Punch
The unending crisis in the Niger
Delta in south Nigeria has provoked
fresh travel warnings from the United
States, Britain, Canada and Australia,
which alerted their nationals of grave
risks to foreigners in the area.
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I. What to Say
Situations and Expressions (55)
Expressing emotions (ITX)

staple content. poetry has been one of the most

apt forms for the expression of emotions. This
fact is brought to focus by Pritchard when he says
“Poetry. as a rule, is the expression of the emotions at
their highest pitches while prose fitly expresses
normal and ordinary events.” Admittedly, poetry
gives permanence to moments of ecstasy and
exaltation. It gives form to sensations of excitement
and enthusiasm. It has been our endeavor to present
through this column a selection of immortal lines
from the annals of English poetry to facilitate a proper
appreciation of a spectrum of emotional expressions
through the texture of poetry. Here are a few more
extracts which are expected to angment enjoyment
and appreciation of the subtleties of emotion.

In so far as emotion and thought constitute its

*  There's nought in this life sweet
If a man were wise to see’t,
But our melancholy
O sweetest Melancholy!
Then stretch our bones in a still gloomy valley;
Nothing’s so dainty sweet as lovely melanchely.
J. Fletcher: Melancholy
* But you may stay yet here a while
To blush and gently smile
And go at last.
R. Herrick: To Blossoms
* Meanwhile the mind from pleasure less
Withdraws into its happiness;
A. Marvell: Thoughts in a Garden
* Happy the man, whose wish and care
a few paternal acres bound
Content to breathe his native air
In his own ground
Bleast, who can unconcern’dly find
Hours, days. and years, slide soft away
In health of body, peace of mind,
Quiet by day,
Thus let me live, unseen, unknown
Thus unlamented let me die;
Steal from the world, and not a stone
Tell where [ lie.
A. Pope: Ode on Solitude
*  With heavy sighs I often hear
‘You mourn my hapless woe;
But sure with patience I can bear
A loss I never can know.
Then let me not what I cannot have
My cheer of mind destroy
‘Whilst thus I sing, I am a king
Although a poor blind boy.
C. Cibber: The Blind Boy
* Let not Ambition meck their useful toil,
Their homely joys, and destiny obscure;
Nor Grandeur hear with a disdainful smile
The short and simple annals of the poor.
T. Gray: Elegy
* O My Luve’s like a red, red rose
That’s newly sprung in June
O my Luve’s like the melodie
That’s sweetly play’d in tune.
And fare thee weel. my only Luve
And far thee weel awhile!
And I will come again, my Luve,
Tho’ it were ten thousand mile.
R. Burns
s Yet, ah! Why should they know their fate,
Since sorrow never comes too late.
And happiness too swiftly flies?
Thought would destroy their paradise!
No more; - Where ignorance is bliss,
"Tis folly to be wise.
T. Gray: Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton
College

[[ How to Say it Correctly
‘We walked till the river and back.

1 was hearing her sweet song.

Can you supply me all I need?

‘We remained in a very good hotel.
The murderer was caught and hung.

EESSIE

Answers to last week’s questions
He asked me what games I played.
. Itold him not to come on Monday.
Honesty is the best policy.
I asked him whether he was going.
Note: where ‘or not’ is implied, ‘whether’ must
be used, not ‘if’. Unlike *whether’, if does not
expect a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ reply.
Ex: “1 shall speak to him if he comes.”
5. Look! Two boys are fighting.
Note: The present continuous (and not the simple
present) must be used to an action going on at the

time of speaking.

II1. Increase Your Word Power

A) How to express it in one word

1. Attack the good reputation of.

2. Thinking and acting in a way that shows an
expectation of being defeated.

3. The act of deserting a political party to join an

opposing one.

A person in a law trial against whom a charge is

brought.

5. To deceive so as to get something unlawfully.

s

4.

Answers to last week’s questions

1. A written and signed agreement conceming the
ownership of land or property: deed of covenant
(n)

2. having firm roots or strongly fixed in ones nature:

deep-rooted or deep-seated (adj)

To decrease in area, force, range: de-escalate (vt)

In actual fact, thought not perhaps according to

law: defacto (adj)

Misappropriation of money entrusted to one:

defalcation (n)

3.
4.

S

B) Foreign phrases

Give the sources of origin and meanings of the
Jfollowing phrases

1. meter
2. metonymy

3. mime

4. mimesis

5. mnemonic

1. maxim (Lat. ‘propositio maxima’ = ‘a greatest
theme): A proposition consisting of a pithy,

succinct statement which contains a precept or a

general truth about human nature.

2. melodrama (Gk. ‘song drama’): A type of play
full of exciting and sudden change of events.

3. metanoia (Gk. ‘after thought, change of mind"):
A figurative device in which a statement is made,
and then withdrawn, or lessened in its impact.
Ex: ‘T'll murder you. You will be punished.’

4. metaphor (Gk. ‘carrying from one place to
another’): A figure of speech in which a
comparison in implicit.

5. metastasis (Gk. ‘changing’): A cursory treatment
of a matter, a glossing over as if it were of no
importance.

C) Words often confused

Bring out differences in meaning of the following
pairs of waords

1. sometime, sometimes 2. orchard, meadow

3. truism, altruism 4. travel, travail

5. shop, scap

Suggested answers to last week’s questions

1. loose (adj) (unbound): I love to wear loose
clothings during the summer months.
lose (adj) (to bring to ruin or destruction): I have
lost confidence in him.

2. quiet (adj) (still, calm): I love the quiet ambience
of this place.

quite (adv) (completely): It’s quite warm outside.

3. hope (vt) (to want something to happen): I hope |
am not disturbing you.
expect (vt) (think something will happen): We
expect that the war.will end soon.

4. rob (vt) (take personal property, money etc. by
using force): The man was robbed of his
belongings at knife point.

You can’t rob me of my happiness.

steal (vt) (to take another’s property in a secret or
surreptitiously): All his valuables were stolen last
night when he was away.

5. amputation (n) (act of cutting someone’s arm,
leg, etc. by surgery): His left arm was amputated
after the accident.
imputation (n) (a statement that someone is
guilty of a crime or wrong doing): It is the first
time that he had to face such imputations from a
subordinate.

IV. Grammar and Composition

A) Grammar

Choose a suitable word from the list below to

complete the sentences.

Currency, cost, salaries, wealth, expenses, change

1. The of sending holiday postcards to all our
friends was enormous.
When you go abroad, make sure you take enough
foreign —— with you.

3. Could you give me some —— for the telephone,
please?

4. A country’s —— is measured not only in
financial terms but also in respect of its natural
FeSOUrCEs.

5. When you travel on business, you are allowed to
claim —.

6. Teachers’ —— are lower in this country than in
many other parts of the world.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions

1. The injured motorist was taken to hospital.

2. The man was suffering from severe damage.

3. The soldiers captured the terrorists without
harming the hostages.

4. Cigarette smoking can ruin your health.

5. It's only an injection! The needle won't hurt you.

You’ve spoiled the surprise by telling him!

B) Composition: Paragraph writing
Expand the idea contained in the proverb
35: PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE

6.

Last week’s topic:
34: EMPTY VESSEL SOUNDS MUCH
Men of substance are polite and modest.
Enlightenment endows them with humility because
they have gained a wide and deep perception about
the affairs of men. But those who are devoid of any
intrinsic merit or have a little learning love to show
themselves off. Sometimes this is a compensatory
strategy to hide their ignorance. Such men are likened
to empty vessels witch produce a loud sound if one
strikes them. Men of learning, by contrast, are vessels
filled with some matter and do not emit such loud
sound. Thus an empty vessel is a metaphor for
unskilled, ignorant people who try to deceive the
world into believing that they are not hollow, but
solid. A perceptive and pragmatic person knows the

real worth behind their deceptive appearances.

V. Pearls from the l-Ioly Quran

> “Of those who answered
The Call of Allah
And the Messenger,
Even after being wounded,
These who do right
And refrain from wrong
Have a great reward”
S3:A172

VL Words of ‘Wisdom
“They who forgive most shall be mest forgiven.”
—P. J. Baitey

A LETTER TO THE TEACHERS OF ENGLISH: 26
Writing
autobiographies
enhances self-esteem

DRr..M.N.K.BOSE
(BOSE@y.net.ye)
Associate Professor of
English,

Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

Dear Fellow teachers,
ometime ago I wrote about
the importance of the learn-
er’s self-esteem and why the
teacher should respect it and
do everything to keep itup. A
learner whose self-respect is high learns
willingly and well. This is what the
humanistic approaches such as the
Community language learning, the
Suggestopedia and the Silent method
are preaching: don’t do anything in the
classroom which hurts the learner’s self-
esteem; do everything to reduce his/her
anxiety, fear, tension for better learning.
Isn’t it natural that his/her anxiety and
fear for the examinations will result in
lowering his/her performance?

There are several ways to foster the
learner’s self-esteem, the foremost
among which is to give him/her a
patient hearing when he/she wants to
say something in the class. He/she may
make mistakes but what he/she wants to
convey is more important than his/her
mistakes and so you can be patient to
hear his/her message.

This is necessary in higher class-
es, where the learners are adolescents
and adults and their expectations are
high. They are in a stage when they
expect others to take them seriously, to
respect their views and their pride will
be badly hurt even by an insignificant
event. The teachers teaching these

learners ought to have more patience
and greater concern for them. Most of
the problems between the teachers and
learners happen at this stage.

The books on ELT, especially the
ones which recommend the humanistic
language teaching, have a number of
suggestions in this regard. One of the
suggestions is to practice writing auto-
biographies, writing about himself/her-
self. This can be practiced in early class-
es as well as in later classes. In the
preparatory classes, the learmers can be
asked to write a paragraph about them-
selves, using simple sentences such as ‘I
am Hytam. I am Yemani’ etc. In higher
classes the sentences can be complex
such as ‘I am Figri. I come from Yemen.
My village is on the Ba’dan mountain-
s'etc. It has been found that writing
about themselves makes the learners
feel proud about themselves. I have
tried this myself in my classes in the
college for using certain grammar items
and I have found interesting results;
some of them are honest to point out
their negative qualities. Some of them
write ‘1 get angry at silly things’, ‘I envy
my close friend when he gets more
marks’ (these are the corrected versions
of their wrong sentences). The point
here is that learners enjoy writing auto-
biographies and this will certainly
enhance their self-esteem.

Moreover, this is another way of
bringing them closer to you and develop
a liking in them for the English classes.
1 am sure you have your own activities
like the one suggested here. Try them.
Good luck.

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose

New science emerged
Neuro Linguistic
Programming (PART 1)

BY Essam ALl

ALHADAD
APTECH CoMPUTER
CENTER

euro Linguistic

Programming (NLP) is the

name of a new science — It

started in the mid seven-

ties by two American
Scientists Dr. John Gardner. a linguist
and Richard Bandler, mathematician and
an expert in psychology, in addition to
his experience as a computer program-
mer.

This Science is based on discovering
different types of people’s reactions to
mental stimuli and emotional factors that
affect people’s behaviors.

We can say that it’s a science that
shows us the interior world of human
beings and their potential abilities, it
provides us with different tools and
skills that help us recognize the human
personality, our way of thinking, our
behavior, our performance, our princi-
ples, and different milestones that we
cross in our life of creation and success.
It also provides us with different ways,
by which we can cause the desired posi-
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tive changes in thinking, behavior and
feelings of human beings and their abil-
ities to achieve their goals. All these
effects are based on many experimental
rules that we can apply and measure
their effects easily.

The spectrum of applications of NLP
has been extended to affect almost every
field of our life like education,physical
& mental health, trading, business,
advertising, training skills, personal
matters, & family matters .

One of the most important fields that
muslims can benefit from this science is
to spread Islam and their beliefs all
around the world.

Aspects of NLP

NLP is a science based on testing and
experimenting and leading into clear and
absolute results in a number of fields.
For example:

Consciousness limits in human beings
and limits of senses: place, time,things,
events, goals, self satisfaction and rela-
tions to others.

Mental state: How we measure it and
recognize it and how to change it. Rules

of human senses in forming mental
states.

Thinking modes and the rules in
memorizing process. creativity. relation
between the languages and thinking. It
deals with how we can use our senses in
thinking process, how we identify ways
of thinking of the people, the relation
between thinking and physical (physio-
logical) body functions, how to create
intimacy between people, rule of intima-
cy in affecting people, how to under-
stand human’s behavior, how to change
negative values that limit our abilities,
the role of language in limiting our expe-
rience, how to overcome these limits and
how to use language to reach human
minds and hearts to cause positive
changes in values and concepts, individ-
ual treatment for fear, and psychological
instability, how to treat paranoid and
how to control our habits and change
them, skills improvement and how to
reach our limits of performance and abil-
ities to improve our personal perform-
ance.

NLP Bases

NLP works on 4 main aspects which
are the following:

1- The target or goal: What We want.

There are many ways that help us to
know what we want, what is better for
us, ways to ease our work to reach our
goals. It helps us to have a stable mental
state toward our goals in the future. It
helps us also to believe in ourselves and
clearly take decisions and good steps
and expect the consequences of our deci-
sions.

2- Senses: They are our ways to get
contact and awareness to our surround-
ings. NLP works on the senses to
improve them and focus on the spectrum
of these senses.It helps our senses to be
better in ability and more efficient in
their rules within our standard limits.

3- Flexibility: It is the crux of any
evolution,change or success. If we don’t
have flexibility, we’ll be prisoners to
routine. Any one who has flexibility in
his thinking and behavior has more con-
trol over himself in different situations.

4- Initiations and work: The base
angle of the four aspects. If We don’t do
anything We won’t get anything.

These four aspects are vital. To prac-
tice NLP we have to perform all these
four without exception.

To be concluded next week
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Injuries hit Man United

By Pete Oliver

MANCHESTER (Reuters) -
Champions Manchester United could be
without seven senior players through
injury in today’s premier league match at
Charlton Athletic after intemnational duty
took its toll on their squad.

United’s bid to bounce back from their
1-0 defeat at Southampton has been ham-
pered by fresh injuries to Nicky Butt,
Mikael Silvestre, John O’Shea and Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer.

With midfielders Paul Scholes (hernia)
and Kleberson (shoulder) and defender
Rio Ferdinand (kidney infection) already
out, manager Alex Ferguson’s squad will
be stretched to the limit at The Valley.

“The injury situation is unclear at the
moment,” Ferguson told a news confer-
ence on Friday.

United go to Charlton on the back of
two indifferent performances against
Wolves and then Southampton.

Ferguson does not under-estimate the
threat posed by the London side, particu-
larly after their signing of Italian Paolo Di
Canio who interested the Old Trafford boss
WO Seasons ago.

But he is expecting his side to bounce
back to form in a bid to catch up with lead-
ers Arsenal who have a three-point lead at
the top.

Ferguson said: “Charlton have added
one or two players, Matty Holland,
(Hermann) Hreidarsson from Ipswich and
Paolo Di Canio.

“That’s an amazing signing because I
bet almost every manager thought about
that one.

“He’s a fantastically talented man, so we
can expect a difficult game.”

“Paul Scholes is obviously out. We're
just monitoring that one at the moment.
There’s no real progress there.

“Nicky Butt has come back with an
injury, Mikael Silvestre’s come back with
an injury and John O’Shea and (striker)
Ole Solskjaer have come back with
injuries.

“They have done a little bit of light
training and some are getting treatment.
‘We are taking 20 players down to London,
which we have to do in this situation
because we're unclear of the fitness of the
players.”

Ferdinand has also been told by the
club’s medical staff that he still cannot play
as a result of the kidney infection that
forced him to miss England’s games
against Macedonia and Liechtenstein in
the past week.

Midfielder Butt collected an ankle
injury in Macedonia and Ireland defender
O'Shea looks set to be ruled out with ankle
problem.

With Wes Brown a long-term absentee
due to a knee injury, United could find
their defensive resources stretched, partic-
ularly if French intenational Silvestre
does not recover in time.

Paolo Threat

Captain Roy Keane may again be forced
into service in the back four but Ferguson
believes that his squad has the versatility to
cope with their current problems.

He said: “We have got players who can
adapt and apply themselves in different
ways.

“Quinton Fortune and Phil Neville can
play in different positions, Roy Keane
could go into the back four and Gary
Neville could play centre back.

*“We’ve got cover in that respect. You’ve
got to have a nucleus of players who can
play positions in the modem game. We’ll
be okay.”

Champions Manchester United could be without seven senior players
through injury in Saturday’s premier league match at Charlton Athletic after
international duty took its toll on their squad. In a file photo Manchester
United’s manager Sir Alex Ferguson shouts at his team during the
Champions League match against Real Madrid on April 8. REUTERS/lan
Hodgson
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Aries

(Mar 21 - Apr 19)

You will have a much better handle
on your professional goals today.
Take the ideas that you have been
working on and elaborate on your
concept. It may not be the right

You may be emotionally confused
if you let someone influence you.
Focus on yourself and make the
changes that you feel are right for
you. Be creative and a little bit
daring.

you straighten your environment,
you will feel better about moving
forward. Organization will help you
get back on track.

Cancer

(Jun 21 - Jul 22)

Opportunities to meet new people
will develop if you actively pursue
one of your interests. You will be
able to share thoughts and pick up
information. It's time to get serious
about your future.

well with some of your peers
today. Concentrate on your
professional goals and refrain from

Your business savvy will pay off
today. You will be able to make
some profound stalements that
will leave everyone thinking about
future prospects. Your creative
talent will be recognized.

THE LAST WORD
IN ASTROLOGY

BY Eugenia

QS X Bk A N

Libra

(Sept 23 - Oct 22)

Check out any opportunity to make
extra cash. A  worthwhile
investment will pay off. Take the
initiative and help an older person.
Changes at work will end up in

time for presentation. higher eamings.
Taurus Scorpio
(Apr 20 - May 20) (Oct 23 - Nov 21)

Your partnerships may be on
shaky ground teday. In both your
business and your personal life it
will be important that you explain
exactly what your intentions are
and how your partners fit into the
picture.

Gemini
(May 21 - Jun 20) Sagittarius
Clear any mess that you've left. If (Nov 22 - Dec 21)

If you aren’t working you should be
out looking for a job. You will be
able to impress anyone who
interviews you or looks at your
resume. Be prepared o adapt.

Capricorn

(Dec 22 - Jan 19)

Let your true colors show.
Socializing with colleagues should
bring you some interesting
information. Business trips will be
very successful.

Leo Aquarius
(Jul 23 - Aug 22) (Jan 20 - Feb 18)
You probably won't get along very The changes you make to your

horne will [ift your spirits and help
you avoid an argument with a
loved one. Helping someona out

meddling in other people's should bring you a little extra cash.
business.
Pisces
Virge (Feb 19 - Mar 20)
(Aug 23 - Sep 22) Communicate with others today.

Love connections can be made or
new friendships developed. Your
perception regarding others will be
right on target.
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Human freedom and free software:

why choices about technology
matter to human rights advocates

By PATRICK BALL AND MIGUEL CRUZ

uman rights advocacy
depends on the ability to
gather, analyze and share
information, and comput-
er technology is central to
ceach of these activities. For many
human rights workers, word processing,
spreadsheets and databases comprise a
substantial share of their day-to-day
activity, while e-mail and the Web have
dramatically altered the practice of out-
reach, fundraising, and fieldwork. A
growing number of social justice proj-
ects, such as large-scale statistical
analysis of human- rights abuses for the
case against former Yugoslav president
Slobodan Milosevic, would have been
impossible without computers.

The ability to advocate effectively for
improved human rights has come to
depend on software, which is largely
under the control of a small number of
private, mainly American-based compa-
nies. Through restrictive licensing
agreements, increasingly intrusive tech-
nological methods, and the support of
government regulations aimed at fight-
ing piracy. companies that create and
distribute software are exercising
increased control over its use.
Meanwhile, according to US
Department of Commerce figures, the
cost expenses have grown steadily over
the past decade.

There is an alternative to commercial
software. There exists a growing mount
of software that is not and cannot be
controlled by either government s or
corporations: “Free software is called
“free” not because it carries a zero-dol-
lar price tag, but because of the freedom
it gives to its users, though license terms
granting the right to copy, analyze,
modify, and redistribute its content.

Free software is developed by com-
puter programmers who draw their
rewards from the exchange of knowl-
edge and technique, and from the
stature and career advantages conferred
by working at the leading edge of the
field. Though free software had its gen-
esis in the arcane world of mainframes
and servers - where it still continues to
dominate the Internet’s Web and e-mail
infrastructure — it has evolved to incor-
porate the same kind of user-friendly
graphical desktop applications found on
the prevailing Microsoft — based sys-
tems.

For the past two years, staff at the
American  Association  for  the
Advancement of Science’s (AAAS)
Science and Human Rights Program
have done all of their work from word
processing, Web surfing and e-mail, to
statistics and data processing — using
free software. Although some initially
found the transition difficult, rapid
advances in GUI (Graphical User
Interface) application quality since mid-
2002 have made it much easier to use,
to the point where many find the free
software alternatives conducive to
greater productivity than their commer-
cial counterparts. While the effort
required to implement a free software-
based work environment has decreased,
the relative cost and loss of freedoms
imposed by commercial software have
continued to grow. The time has come
for a critical evaluation of what our
technology choices imply for our
human rights work.

Complementary approaches to free-
dom: Technical and legal

The free Software Foundation
describes free software as granting:

The freedom to run the program, for any
purpose... [t] he freedom to study how
the program works, and adapt it to your
needs...[t] he freedom to redistribute
copies so you can help your neighbor. ..
[t] he freedom to improve the program,
and release your improvements to the
public, so that the whole community
benefits”. In practice, these characteris-
tics derive from two crucial differences
between commercial and free software;
namely, the practical freedom conferred
by open source code and the legal free-
dom conferred by the licensing terms.

Each free software package is distrib-
uted with open access to the ‘“‘source
code”, the form in which the program
was developed by its authors. This
access offers technically advanced users
the ability to understand how the pro-
gram functions, and if necessary, to
change how it works or even to incor-
porate parts of it into an entirely new
program. Of course, not every user has
the technical skills or free time to ana-
lyze the source code for each piece of
software used. Having the source code
for software is like having a car that
comes with detailed plans and a full set
of spare parts. If need to solve a prob-
lem or change how it functions, you
may not want to do it yourself, but at
least you can choose who does it for
you, without regard for monopolistic
pricing or licensing restrictions that
conflict with your specific require-
ments. And you can deal intelligently
with the people who work on the soft-
ware, making rational decisions based
on benefits and risks. If everyone had
this same sort of car, then knowledge
about how to maintain it would tend to
spread, resulting in a broad base of
expertise. Many human rights organiza-
tions are short on money but wealthy in
community contracts: the openness of
free software offers the potential to
build local self-sufficiency. Human
rights organizations that choose to pur-
chase expensive proprietary software
are contributing to the flow of capital
away from the grassroots level... the
second key difference is the license the
user must accept. Unlike commercial
licenses, which are long lists of things
you may not do, in general the only
restrictions placed on free software con-
cern re-distributing it under on free
terms. You can copy, trade, analyze,
modify. combine, and even sell free
software, as long as you do not try to
prevent the purchaser from exercising
this same set of rights. Basically, the
free software license is a license that
tells you what you can do.

Direct costs of commercial software
and the piracy quandary

Commercial software is expensive. A
retail license for Microsoft Office alone
costs $ 450USD: the typical assortment
of software can more than the computer
is runs on. This often means that cash-
starved organizations on the wrong side
of the digital divide may be faced with a
choice of either make unaffordable
expenditures on software, or ignore the
law and turn to piracy. Human rights
organizations that choose to purchase
expensive proprietary software are con-
tributing to the flow of capital away
from the grassroots level and into cor-
porate bank accounts, and from the
South to the North. This same money, if
spent on hiring members of the local
community to install and support free
software, would instead be going
toward developing local technological
capacity. Those who choose to make
unauthorized copies of commercial
software are increasingly vulnerable to
legalized harassment from governments
enforcing international and domestic
copyright law. International trade agree-
ments authored with extensive support
from American-based software industry
associations, such as the treaty estab-
lishing the World Intellectual Property
Organization, oblige signatory govern-
ments to criminals duplication, analysis,
or modification of software by its pur-
chasers, even for private use. In 1998
the United State paved the way by
enacting the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMC), which has
already been used to jail and (ultimately
unsuccessfully) prosecute a visiting
Russian programmer who had devel-
oped a method to make Adobe eBook
documents available to the blind. Such
criminalization marks a significant
departure from the historically civil
nature of copyright law. Because the

DMCA considers any modification or
technically unsupported use of software
to be a copyright violation, it has far-
reaching impact on the freedom to use
computers.

Piracy is widespread in the develop-
ing world, and the United States applies
considerable diplomatic pressure on
governments to crack down on offend-
ers. Imagine the perspective of a repres-
sive government: if it can both placate
the US and the World Trade
Organization and silence or inconven-
ience a local human rights defender all
in one move, so much the better. The
human rights movement has learned
how to respond when one of our col-
leagues is imprisoned on charges of
sedition. How will we respond when
human rights activities are imprisoned

many organization are at the mercy of
each new virus that enters their facilities
through e-mail or disks. Countless
hours are lost to wiping hard drivers and
re-installing software in attempts to
remove viral infections, and more hours
still are lost when malicious viruses
destroy data. While the improved situa-
tion in free software environments
stems in part from their smaller market
share and the consequent lack of interest
among virus authors, there are also
philosophical and architectural differ-
ences. Security is considered a core
value in the free software community,
and without marketing departments
clamoring to introduce features first and
patch holes later, it is an implementation
priority as well.

for software piracy? However, severe
the claws may be, the imprisoned
activist may well have broken those
laws. Commercial software may come
with other licensing restrictions that go
well beyond questions of cost and the
freedom to copy. The license for some
versions of Microsoft’s HTML editing
program FrontPage, for instance, bars
its use in creating pages that criticize
Microsoft. What if software licenses
begin prohibiting their use in any action
critical of, say, a government on the
grounds that such criticism aids terror-
ism? Some customers are discovering
that their licenses contain provisions
entitling software vendors to conduct
surprise inspections of their books or
facilities, which can be costly and dis-
ruptive. They may be required to per-
form additional record-keeping con-
cerning software installations and
expenditures, and make these records
available upon request. Meanwhile, a
growing number of software manufac-
turers are moving from the convention-
al one-time license fee model- in which
an organization pays once for a piece of
software and is then entitled to use it
forever — toward a subscription — based
model, in which software “expires” and
ceases to function after a certain period
if a compulsory upgrade is not pur-
chased.

How safe is your data? And is it real-
ly your data?

There is a strong incentive for com-
mercial software manufacturers with
large market share to create programs
that save documents in secret formats
that only their own products can reliably
read. This creates a barrier against
switching to competing software,
because a customer would lose data or
formatting in the process. But some-
times — commercial software disap-
pears; companies go bankrupt or prod-
uct lines are discontinued. Later, organ-
izations may upgrade their computer
hardware, and discover that the new
equipment is no longer compatible with
the discontinued software. When this
happens, files can become * orphaned”,
which means that you may not be able
read your own data. In the free software
world, the incentive structure is entirely
the opposite of orphaned files.
Developers are encouraged to write pro-
grams that save files in public, open for-
mats because this helps their products
gain acceptance and avoids duplication
of effort. Even if a free software pro-
gram uses a unique format to store its
data, because the sources code is readi-
ly available, any competent program-
mer can extract the data from saved
documents. Free software is also largely
free of the virus problems that plague
the Microsoft world. Without the
resources to subscribe to update servic-
es from anti-virus software companies,

Who controls your computer?
Perhaps of greatest concern with
closed source and proprietary software,
there is no real way of knowing what is
being done with your data behind the
scene. Are certain trigger words result-
ing in documents being forwarded off-
site for inspection? Are security features

deliberately crippled at the request of
intelligence or military groups? While
there is currently no substantial evi-
dence that such actions have been taken,
there is also no mechanism for conclu-
sive disproof. Consider the combination
of the following factors: Governments
are beginning to understand the power
that civil society has gained by using
technology; civil liberties have been
greatly restricted and domestic and
international intelligence activity great-
ly increased in Western countries as a
result of the 9-11 attacks; governments
are under increasing pressure from big
media producers to crack down on ille-
gal copying of music and movies. All of
these pressure increase the potential for
collusion between software manufactur-
ers and governments to produce “ back-
doors” that allow access to your com-
puter. New technologies demanded by
media producers and currently being
designed by software and chip manu-
facturers are intended to protect the
“digital right” of big media companies.
That is, these technologies are intended
to prevent users from making copies
(legal or not) of movies, music, and
software. Documents determined to be
unauthorized may delete themselves
automatically, or audits of all software
installed on a computer may be reported
remotely without the user’s knowledge.
The problem is that these measures will
enable organizations that control these
technologies to also control major por-
tions of users’ computers. Human rights
groups cannot afford to let anyone else
control their information management
systems. Free software alone may not
be enough to prevent so-called “trusted

computing” initiatives from limiting
users’ ability to control their own equip-
ment. Time will tell, but for human
rights workers, this is an area of serious
concern. On possibility is that these
changes will result in the emergency of
a complementary free hardware move-
ment.

Making the switch .

Getting started using free software is
not a trivial undertaking. The transition
does require some effort, and may
require help from technical experts ded-
icated to free software. However, owing
to its steady improvement over the past
few years, it is finally a realistic option.
There are word processors that read and
write Microsoft Word files. There are
databases, Web browsers, e-mail clients,
and spreadsheets equal to or better than
anything in the proprietary world.
AAAS has been conducting presenta-
tions on free software in human rights to
people in the technical community for
approximately a year, and after each
lecture participating experts ask how
they can help. We think that it is time to
being these communities together and
we want to help to make that happen.
We invite groups that are willing to
make a commitment to free software to
e-mail us so that we can put you in
touch with experts who can help you do
it.

The human rights community uses
information to promote human freedom,
and depends on technology to make this
possible. We believe the time has come
think critically about how our technolo-
gy choices affect our mission and our
goals.
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Q LINE

Ay Ao-laadty o sts”

Hadda St. Opp. Emirates Airlines
31/2 Telefax: 506789, P.O. Box 5517
_E-mail: ofugline@yemen.net.ye

ADHBAN
Cargo Services

/a
SAUDI ARABIAN AIRLINES GSA

dogewyl duyell &gl bahal
Sana’a - Tel. 506574/5, Telefax. 272809, P.O. Box: 1105,

Mukalla -Tel. 05-307967/8, Fax. 05-307968, P.O. Box. 8065
Email: adhban_aviation@y.net.ye

Ol Gade

ADHBAN -

Sana'a - Tel. 272808,272973,

Situation

Y

Vacant

B A professional
Bueatition,
Professional on skin
machine, Ladies
Tailor- Tailor designer,
Tailor with a good
experience is required
for Bueaty Center and
Tailors, please contact:
01-441922. 73566232
B A highly qualified.
dynamic auto repair
and service technician
required urgently to
manage and run a fully
equipped  workshop
located at a major
street in Sana’a on
partnership or profit
share  arrangement.
please contact:
418899/ 71101632,
Fax: 01-442868
B Alwaseet Group for
Telecom Service,
requires a qualified
technicians who have
enough experience for
handset mobile phone
repairing. please send
C.V's to fax: 40074 or
call at: 408509
B The American
International ~ School
5 Announces vacancies
for English teachers.
Applicants Should
have a Us native-like
accuracy, For details, contact
440466/440468
B Sana’a Grammar school is
looking for music Teacher,
please  contact  410082-
425482,
B Leader Company needs
Trainers in program of spss in
Taiz. please contact Tel:
04/211401
B security company for safe
keeping and care: head office
Sana’a- Taiz street: needs
secretary, female and needs
other secretary but
executioner and trainers,
please contact 501706 or
73818132
M American  Academic
Institute is looking for
teachers who are qualified
and experienced enough to
teach english for business or
business demonstration
courses, call 1o D. murad,
Mobile: 73835748
B  Yemen International
School requires qualified
teachers for the following
positions, Science teacher
(7.8,9,10 grade), computer
teacher, please send C.V’s to
fax 422506 with your current
telephone no.
M An English school seeking,
sports  teachers(female)
mathematic teacher, English
teacher, please  contact
71139798.
| ] Indian, Pakistani,
Sirlankan ~ Teachers  are
required for all the subjects,
please contact 73560476
B Wanted a female secretary
with 2-3 years experience,
fluent in English, well versed
in computer lyping, e-
mailing. internet, and filling

M MmN ™M

for a Reputed Trading Co.
please contact tel: 264005/6
Yemen  International
school requires qualified
teachers for the following
positions: science
teacher(10,9,8.7 grade)
Arabic teacher(3-6th),
Quran/islamiate(6-10th),
please send CV's to fax No.
422506 with your current
telephone No.
B A school is looking for a
native speaker teacher of
English, Please call at:
73218155 if you are
interested.
B SCCL Sana’a requires five
males Yemeni Nationality
Bachelor/Master holders on
Translation with
[T/Tech/Medical/  Pharmacy
as  Marketing . Executives
Trainees. Attractive Packages!
walk-in-interview with c.v.
Tel: 254586
B A School is looking for a
Math and Science teacher, If
any is interested please call :
73218155
B Wanted 1. Electronics
Engineer, or medical spare
parts engineer, 2 to 3 years
stationary experience. 2. An
engineer or a university
graduate  in  marketing
computer software, at least 4
years experience at this field,
Fluent English (speaking and
writing), Interested applicants
should forward their CVs to
the following Fax: 274119,
Mr. Faysal, Sana'a
B Wanted Sales Manager,
Having a university
certification on Mechanical
Engineering, Experience on
sales and air conditioning
aspects not less than 3 years,
Fluent in English and Arabic
(speaking and  witting),
Yemeni citizens preferred,
Interested Pcople should
forward their CVs to the
following Fax: 448399.

| ] Excellent  English.
Computer courses, Toefl,
experience in Yemen &
Emirates, please  contact
345517, 73842717
BChristopher: I've  got
experience in the following
fields about 10 years, in four
countries (India, Singapore,
Maldives & Yemen). If there
is an opportunities in
Procurement Manager,
Purchasing Officer,
Marketing  Manager and
Exccutive Secretary or any
training oriented fields please
contact me at 73816219

B A university graduate,
having a bachelor degree of
arts, department of english,
looking for a teacher job in a
private school or any job
related 1o my specialization,
please call 04/502401

B Nagi Al-Taivell, holding a
degree in Demal, Scecking
work in a dental clinic or
Hospital, please contact:
73882111

B A university graduate,
having a bachelor degree in
Arts, department of English,

looking for a teacher job in a
private school or any job
related to my specialization,
please call at: 04/502401.
B Abduh Naji Al-Zakri, date
of birth 1980, having a
bachelor degree in English
studies, looking for a driver
job with a foreign company or
any local company, please
contact on mobile: 71829159
B Yehya Alashwal, seeking a
Job as a Driver, with driving
license, please contact :
71713120
B Ali Al-Yemany, Bachelor
adegree in English of 88% top
student, Faculty of eduction,
Sana’a, Teaching English
since 1998, Knows to use
computer well, Tel: 71719294
B Jihan Al-Dalali, English-
second year at sana’a
university, looking for a job
as a secretary, please contact
71659264
B Hana Al-Daiati, English
third year at sana’a university,
diploma of secretary, seeking
a job as a secretary, please
contact : 71659264

Ibtesam  Al-Bahloli.
Secondary School graduate,
and diploma in secretary.
seeking a job as a secretary,
please contact : 71659264.
B 15 years of experience in
managerial cadre, very good
knowledge in cargo, and
couriers, experience in [BM
brunch card system, also
good in sales & marketing,
administration, and
troubleshooting, nationality
Indian. contact 73810416
B house maid available with
good English Arabic
language, does The
House/Office cleaning, also
good at cooking please
contact 7907328
B Abdulkareem Abdo Al-
Fakeh fluent at English
(American accent) good with
computers prefer to work
only with American
establishments in  yemen
phone: 71719294,
B A retired Yemeni well
qualified freelance Arabic to
english translator available in
aden, documents send for
translation (Max 500 words)
will be completed within
48hours, payment negotiable.
call at 02-232500 anytime
during working days and
working hours or plot 90/8
sharia saihoot, khormaksar,
Aden
n Secondary School
graduate- studying at Sana’a
university- level one faculty
of commerce, one and a half
years experience in sales,
good command at english,
knows to speak Indonesian
language, please call at
7902397, 674-787

al Estate

B For sale a building consist
of seven floors, each floor
consist 2 large flats, “five big
rooms” The first and second
floor could be used as a bank
or a trade center. or
headquarters, the building is
fully equipped with elevator

Telefax. 272809, P.O. Box. 1105,

Mukalla -Tel. 05-307967/8, Fax. &
05-307968, P.O. Box. 8015
Email: aditbantravel@y.nel-ye

A\ ety bt sise

Haj/Umra Services go+eq

Attention!

9/12 pass Student / Fresh Graduates! Profe

Is! ISA offers

ance/counseling on Degree Programs of American World University.
Bachelors/ Masters/Doctorae/Di ploma/Cersi
Improve Your English is here. Please Rush new! Special

-ate Programs. Author of

Batch!! Do you miss anything now? Yes, Translation! Enjoy P
learning 1! iﬁ;&
Please Tel, 1412039/ 417441, ]
Email: 1
Website: www.isacademy.org
and modern equipment, large 12 libna, backyard with

please contact: 73843172.
B For sale or rent Two-
storey villa at al-Asbahi has
got a planted courtyard,
fountain and seesaw.
For further information, you
can contact Mrs. Um Akram
on 73677128.
B One story and basement, 3
bed rooms, 3 bathrooms,
living room, dinning room,
study, kitchen with
cupboards, garden, 3-4 car
parking, and a large terrace,
Haddah area. monthly rent $
1.000, please contact Ahmed
Muraisi on 73802855
W A wwo story villa in Al-
Asbahi along its Yard, each
story has 5 rooms and 2
bedrooms, for more
information please contact
Tel: 73677128
M For rent a two floors Villa
with stone tiled courtyard,
part of it is a garden, both the
floors consist of 8 rooms one
saloon, 2big halls,
4bathrooms, 2 kitchens, and 4
telephone lines, Located at
Haddah St. near french
embassy sana’a, please
contact Mr. salem at tel: 01-
240310/504811/12 sana’a
B A building for rent,
consists of 18 apartments,
located at Haddah St. in front
of Shamar Hotel, for more
information please contact
Tel: 71110023
M Villa consist of two floors
with stone tiles courtyard part
of it garden, the two floor
consist of eight rooms, one
saloon, 2 big halls, two
kitchen, four bathrooms, four
telephone lines, located at
haddah st. next to french
embassy, Sana’a, please
contact  Mr. Salem on
504811/12
B For rent: Spacious 3rd and
4th floor villa with open floor
plan 3 bedrooms, 4
bathrooms, living
room.dinning room, kitchen
and 3 sitting  rooms,
everything large, partially
furnished,

two car entry/exit points
please contact
mobile:73776101 for English
and 73707731 for Arabic.

B Supper Lux Two
Story+full basement Villa.
located at Haddah, near world
bank,consist of large living
room,family room,
4bedrooms, 6 bathrooms, and
open dining room, contact
Mr. Ahmed Muraisi on
17902784

B One story+ full basement,
large living room. dining
room, family room, 3bed
rooms, 3 bathrooms.large
guards room, and cars

parking, Located at Haddah
Monthly rent of $1.000,please
contact Mr. Ahmed Muraisi.

Vehicles

For sale Corona Toyota car
1989, in a very good
please contact:

condition,
71102061
M To buy: Corolla, in a very
good condition and a good

price please contact
71104733
M Diplomat selling Toyota
Corolla 1987 Compact model
car, sparingly used, Duty
paid. Expected price USS
3000 (negotiable). Contact M.
Vasudevan, Tel. 441251/252.
B For sale: KIA car model
91, in a very good condition
with a prize of 330.000 YR,
please contact Mohamed on
Mobile: 71921072.
B To buy: Cressida car,
Model 90-92, Please contact
Mohammed Ahmed on
Mobile: 71105666
To buy: 92
Mercedes  benz

model
Around

900,000 Reyals contact: Mr.
Shiply

Al-shamiry,

71277523,

Computer

B For sale: A lap top Dell
company P4, in a very good
condition, 512 Ram, 1700
GHz, 30 GB hard disk, cd

67
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To participate in this section contact Mr. Victor. at. 268661/2/3 Ext: 212/111 Mobile: 73810416 |

Per line, Per year $300 Only

Electricily problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire
Brigade 191 Water Problems 171, Telephone enguires
118 Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 20254477,
Interior Affairs 25270177, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 262111/3. Ministry of Communication
325110/1/23, Radio Station 282061, Tourism 254032,

33200172, Red Crescent 20313173, Tel-
2, Yonet 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airlin 278668/283082
Egypt Air 2734521275061
Gulf Air 40922
Lufthansa 2134001219252
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel506030/5

$ BANKS

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:
Yemen Guif Bank Fax:260824 Tel967-1-260823

£E  Credit Agricole Indosuez
Head Office: Al-Zubiry St. 27437023
Al-Qasr St 272802120
Aden : AlLMa'alla St 0212474027344
Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.: 03/219506/7

Taiz Al-Mugama‘a St.: 04/210568/9/50
Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St. 05/352917-306560

2 Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 .264702. Fax. 264703.503350
Yemeni Banks:

]

Central Bank 2783101

Yemeni Islamic Bank Sana‘a: 401552-205678

aic: 251816

Hodeidah: 213517

YBRD 27162344
o CAR RENTAL

Hertz Rent a Car Sana'a: 01440309

Aden: 02-245625

Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car 417346-7927920

CAR SHOWROOMS

& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269
OPEL/ GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 44536213

COMPUTER EDUCATION
TRAINING CENTER

APTECH
Computer Education
(Internet Focussed

1 446880

Sana‘a: 0
Ade 2-237199

Curriculum. E-commerce, 5-307492
1SO 9001 Certified) Hodeidah: 03-206998
NIIT Quality

Computer Edueation Te 445518/7-442073
Compute me Tel: 263532, Fax: 263530

New Horizons Computer Learning Centers
Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9

Sana ‘a: 441024/5, Aden:243124
Hodeidah:219643, Ibb:406882
Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana"a: 440170, Aden: 248177
Hodeidah:234982. 1bb:411988
Mukalla 302641 Seuyn: 402469

Shabua: 202326

et Exprea

=
Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas 602408
Shehab Dental Center 400443218824

gl FREIGHT FORWARDERS

407905
2786747909110

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders
Al-Rawahil Olympia

Aramex Sana’a: 44102475
Griffin Logistics Ltd. Sana‘a: 440166
Gulf Air Cargo 4408917344467
ITS Global Logistics 218142

Marib Travel & Tourism
(Cargo Division) 4411097126 Fax: 440733
Yempac Sana‘a 208898408518

(+ HOSPITALS

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery)
Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116
Modern German Hospital Tel. 2008

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Arab Insurance Company Sana’'a 606810 1/2/3/4/5
Fax /6 Aden:257875-260827, Taiz; 260744 .
Hodeidah: 27967273, Mukalla: 309744, Abyan:
604030

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.5.C.)

Sana'a 272713/874 Aden: 243490242476

Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 2199417416
Marib Insurance Sana’'a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668 Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 21954518
Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co. 264263
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193,

Slines.  Taiz 258881, Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company ana'a: 272806/
27296243, Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345

Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah:

RESTAURANT

Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)}
Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769

261839/17

Chilli House Rest. for brost. Cabab etc.. 73568079
. SCHOOLS

Sana’a Turkish School 44825819
Al-Hussein National Schools 4128267
Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
The English School 419308
Tulip School 412249
Tenshams Modern school 671275, 671140
Rainbow school 414-026/424-433

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. 01422610

Unwva Wautga Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French

E-mail:felixpene @hotmail.com Fax. 601889
The First Consultant center for the skin.

sencrial Discases & Infertilty 205517-73807737
Al-Jelani Hospital 615402615400
Al-Jumhury Hospital 274285
Al-Thawra Hospital 246366
Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

SANA'A:

Al-Yarnama Palace Suites: 236230
Best Western Hadda Hotel: 4152125
Hadda Town: 415900
Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016778

ADEN:
Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5
Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055

INSTITUTE

German Language Institute 200945
‘Modem British Institute (University Branch) 203689
‘The British Institute for Languages 440719415812
Amencan Academic Institute 249294

-G ltalian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch-
Tranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

~=~ TRAVEL =]

Ashtal Travel & Tounsm Fax- 440839 Tel. 440930
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Al-Sunidar Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808
Apollo Business Travel Center Tel. 443000/888
Arbian Peninsula T& T Tel. 414755/410302

Fax: 414798
Mugan Travel Fax: 216028 Tel: 400722
Sky Travels Fax: 266258 Tel: 260932-46
Universal Business Travel Center Tel: 4411589460

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy
Tel 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Soctal Science

Sana‘a; 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 1 234960
Queen Arwa University 4499712
Sana'a University 250553/4/(5

Rom, DVD, Cd writer, with a
prize of 14008, ready for
negotiation, please contact
r. Ali Saleh Ali. on :
71286716.
BNceded Laptop Computer
P3 or P4 in good condition.
Contact: Mr. Waddah
73741479

Home/Office

Equipment

B For sale: Dental X-Ray.
Sterile, light cure,
amalgamaltor, Contact:
Mobile: 71127988

M For sale: Panasonic fax &
with answering machine
steam press for shops, presser
from U.K. to iron clothes,
plenty of plastic hangers for
sales & lots of shop stands for
clothes.  closing  down
garment shop wring design,
dining table, 10 chairs. wire
board to write double sided
ring 71110176-207160

B Evening language classes,
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C-Visual Basic-
Oracle

saladll
Java-HTML-
XML-Flash

Urdu, English starting soon
along with computer classes,
please  contact  410080-
425482.

]
: Details:

Contact Address:

Web site: w'w;w.itsc.iwnrg.cum
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E-Mail:- postmaster@itsc.iwarp.com
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Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. contact Mr. Victor, 268661/2/3, 73810416
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Car Alarm System
Radman Electronincs & Englneering.
The Latest Technology in car
alarm to proctect your car against
theft and Anti-Car Hi-jacking.
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Restaurant

Hadda Street,
Infront of British Embassy
Tel. 444089 - Mobile: 73548078
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More than 25 years of experlence in SAUDI-

C A

* Eye Examination by specialized Egyptian Doctors with highly
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ARABIA, EGYPT, U.A.E. and OMAN, Now in YEMEN
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Ayoob distinguished sweet tune

BY Yassew ar-Savasi
. YEMES TivEs Seapy

inally, the ministry of cul-
turg and Tourism has
honorad the wall-known
and craalive vocalist
Ayoob Tarash Absi.
Paople highly praised and
appracialed this wondarful step
takan by tha ministry of culture and
tourtsm raprasantad by Ministar
Khalid al-Ruaishan, as Aycab has
givan all lova and loyalty o Yeman
and desarves thal recognition.

Tha caramany hald last week at
the culural center in Sana'a was
altended by a numbar of tha artist's
admirars and lovers. Ayoob has
enriched the Yemeni sang with a
number of distinguishing ant works,
astablishing a school the new
young generalion of artists will
banaelit from in future.

This recognition has come on the
occasion of declaring Sana'a capi-
tal for Arab culture.

Ayoole whao was born in 1942 is
considarad a succassiul singer that
could with his own afforts bring his
art o reality.

Ha who studies the career of the
artist will stand honorably and gio-
riously in front of him. He has not
coma from a rich family but rather
from a poor one and could with
hard and arduous afforts push his
own way in life. His fame as a cre-
atve singsr was not admired only
by the Yamani audisnce but it has
axtgnded (o a vary large Arab audi-
ance as well,

The haad of the world Arab insti-
tute in Paris said that the artist
Ayoob Tamsh was genarally con-
sidorad a ramarkably distinguished
una in the Arab world.

Ayoab nas won admiration of the
warlous social classes of the
‘Yamani sociaty. He could sing for
farmars, workers, anmy man, immi-
grants and students.

The national famous work is the
natinaal antham of the republic ol
‘faman.

Absi, al-Akhf!

Ayoob at the momaent of honoring

Life school is the one that Ayoob
has graduated lrom, whers he
could sing what paople leal. As
Ayoob believes in work and cre-
ativity, he has not left his job in
Yomania airlines since 1870 till
2001. He also has worked in the

‘Yermeni Bank for development and
canstructions in Taiz.

He is really the creative and tal-
anled vocalist who has attracted
hearts and feelings of people with
his sweet, charming and beautiful
voica.

h and al-Marithi congratulating Ayoob's honoﬂng
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