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An assault that took place Thursday
against a number of prominent Yemeni
Journalists Syndicate (YJS) members at
the Central Prison in Sana’a has raised

eyebrows and concerns of diplomats and
others in the international community.

Mr. Hani Sabra, of the well-respected
New York-based Committee to Protect
Journalists, condemned this assault and
called upon the Yemeni Authorities to
ease the growing pressure against the
press community. “I am truly concerned
about the deteriorating level of press free-
doms in Yemen and fear that this is bring-
ing a negative reputation to the country

that pledged to start a democratic process
after unity in 1990,” he told Yemen
Times.

This comes after the YJS issued a
statement condemning the assault by the
authorities of the Central Prison of
Sana’a when five of its members were
subject to harassment and were prevented
from visiting their colleague
Abdulkareem Al-Khaiwani, who is still
in jail and suffering from poor prison
conditions.

The syndicate expressed its concern
about the incident and called upon the
authorities to act decisively in this
respect.

”The YJS condemns such action and
exposes it to the general public. It also
demands from the Minister of Interior
and the General Attorney to swiftly
investigate this incident, which raises the
concern about the motives behind such
action especially as prison conditions of
Abdulkareem AL-Khaiwani are in doubt,
and he may be suffering from harsh
prison conditions,” the YJS said.

This comes as the conditions of
Abdulkareem Al-Khaiwani are said to
have deteriorated, especially in terms of
his psychological conditions, due to the
fact that he is spending the holy month of
Ramadan away from his family and
friends and is probably going to spend the
Eid in prison as well.

The attack is another development
demonstrating a step back in freedom of
the press, and another indication of the
supported belief that there is now a pat-
tern of violations against the press that is
not explainable or justified.

“The international community, includ-
ing embassies and international organiza-
tions in Yemen are urged to step up their
pressure on the government to stop this
aggressive campaign against the media.
This development is certainly not helping
Yemen’s democratic transformation; it is
in fact damaging the country’s reputation,
which has been steadily improving until
recent years as the authorities starting
limiting freedoms of the press in an
unprecedented way.“ said Hafez Al-
Bukari the General Secretary the YJS.

“The YJS would like to reaffirm its
commitment to exert its best efforts to
protect its members, calling upon all
those concerned with the protection of
the liberties and freedoms and pro-human
rights activist to express solidarity with
the syndicates opposing such brutal and
unexplainable action that violates the
constitution, the law and even human val-
ues.”

It is expected that this action will trig-
ger more negative reporting on Yemen’s
already deteriorating record in freedom
of the press. However, the Yemeni gov-
ernment is still working to ensure that
Yemen’s democratization efforts are
appreciated, and it is also hoped that it
would take action to stop the escalation
of the attack against the press any further.
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US President George Bush and
Democratic candidate John Kerry are
running neck-and-neck as the presi-
dential election on November 2
approaches. In a CNN poll carried
out last week, Bush held a narrow
three per cent lead over Kerry, and
analysts believe that up to eight
states could turn to either candidate
on the day of election. 

Some Yemenis that spoke to
Yemen Times concerning the effects
on Yemen and the Middle East region
following the election have placed
some hope on Kerry. Some expressed
fear that Bush may continue to carry
out military action in the area follow-

ing the US invasion in Iraq. 
“Bush might be worse because he

appears to be an aggressive military
leader, and he will not have to worry
about being re-elected,” said Yahya,
a student at Sana’a University.
“Kerry seems to be more logical
while Bush is rash. Kerry might be
more cautious carrying out actions
abroad.” 

Others are betting on Kerry to fol-
low the footsteps of the last
Democratic president Bill Clinton.
Clinton made an attempt of bringing
peace to the Palestinians and Israelis
and establishing a Palestinian state
while Bush has shown little effort to
end ongoing clashes.

Continued on page5

Bush? Kerry? Many Yemenis feel they’re the same

Who wins? Who cares?

Stop the media abuse!

Fireworks light up the sky as U.S.
President George W. Bush smiles for
supporters at a campaign rally in
Yardley, Pennsylvania, Oct. 28.
REUTERS

Democratic presidential nominee
John Kerry speaks at a campaign
rally in Appleton, Wisconsin Oct. 30.
REUTERS

• Related story on page 3
• Details of assault in Viewpoint on page 8
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2 Local NewsLocal News
Readersʼ Voice

Yemen Times features
“Readersʼ Voice” a popular way
for our readers to interact with
us. This is your opportunity to
have a say on world and local
affairs. 

This editionʼs question:

last editionʼs
question:

Do you have hope in that the
international community will
pressurize the government
to release Al-Khaiwani? 

• No, they wouldn't exert
enough pressure 57%

• Yes, but their pressure will
not be enough  32%

• Yes they will, and will result
in his release  11%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll 

and have your voice heard!

Who would you like to
see win in Tuesdayʼs US
presidential election?

- George W. Bush
- John Kerry
- Einstein!

1 November1 November, 2004, 2004

UNDP – Yemen
Project on Strengthening National

Human Rights Capacity
Request for Proposals for Training of the

Yemeni Police on Human Rights
As part of the joint agreement between the UNDP and UK Government’s Global Opportunities
Fund administered through the British Embassy in Sana’a, and in collaboration with the
Ministry of Human Rights, UNDP Yemen calls for proposals from Yemeni Human rights NGOs,
hereinafter referred to as the Consultant to organize a nation-wide comprehensive training for
Yemeni Police on human rights and the rights of those who encounter their services.

I. Specific Results:
Under the supervision of the Minister of Human Rights, UNDP and the Project’s Chief Technical
Advisor, the Consultant will be responsible for the following five separate and consecutive
tasks:

1. The development of a training manual (to be first used and tested in the second activity, i.e.
training of trainers (TOT)) using high level regional and local expertise.

2. Training for trainers (TOT) involving the participation of a maximum of 15 trainees (a
maximum of 10 from law enforcement, 1 from Ministry of Human Rights and 4 from Civil
Society Organizations). The trainees will be used (although not exclusively) in the delivery of
the following 8 set of training.

3. Organizing 8 sets of training, 2 in Sana’a (preferably the first and the last) and the rest in
6 different provinces on general notions of human rights under both the Yemeni Constitution
and under Yemen’s international human rights organizations; on Yemeni legal standards and
other regulations organizing the work of the police and relating to their work; and on some
practical instances to better demonstrate the first two parts.

4. Evaluation of the entire training and discussion and feedback on the manual and training
materials.

5. Publication (electronic and print) of the training manual.

II. Deadline for submission of proposals:
Interested consultants are expected to submit proposals preferably in English by November 4,
2004 to the following address:

Ms. Samira Alfarah
P.O. Box 551
Sana’a
Tel 448605/8

Only successful applicants will be contacted no later than November 8, 2004.
To request a full copy of the terms of reference and further information, please contact Mr. Hani
al-Othari at telephone number 444-826 or 73204420

Exhibition of Eid Festival 2004
was inaugurated Friday.

It was organized by Apollo
International Exhibition Company
at Expo Sana’a, and will last until
the night before Eid.

The exhibition is considered a
yearly occasion, participated by a
group of large Arabian and local
companies competing for fulfilling
all the requirements of the Eid.

Eid Festival
2004

BY MOHAMMAD BINSALLAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

TAIZ - The Human Rights
Information & Training Center
(HRITC) organized last Tuesday a spe-
cial symposium entitled “Freedom of
expression in the Arab World” in collab-
oration with the Yemeni Lawyers
Syndicate (YLS) and the Yemeni
Journalists Syndicate (YJS).

The symposium reviewed issues of
freedom of expression in the Arab
Region, and its deterioration and back-
wardness realized in many different
Arab countries. The current situation of
the freedom of expression leads to the
continuing attempts to cancel any
expression before  the Arab press and
the civil society institutions.

The symposium also reviewed the
detention of Abdulkareem Al-Khawani,
Editor-in-chief of al-Shura newspaper,
who is jailed in the Sana’a central prison
owing to a preliminary verdict sentenc-
ing him to one year in prison and sus-
pending the newspaper for six months. 

The prosecution of the journalistic

writer Abduljabbar Sa’ad and sacking
him from a government job at the
Customs Authority without any proof
over his journalistic writing was also
discussed in the symposium.

The participants (both males and
females) stressed that the miserable situ-
ation of the freedom of expression
among Arabs further gets exacerbated
owing to the passive role of media in the
Arab Capitals. Suppression and deten-
tion cases and imprisonment related to
the issues of expression multiply with-
out any proofs. They aim at stopping
any function concerning the dignity of
the Arab man and freeing him his worst
situation.

The participants affirmed democratic
moves and the enhancement of human
rights as key issues.

They claimed that the crisis of the
Arab nation demands us to reopen the
doors of the freedom expression and
cancel some legislations that restrict it. 

The political participation, followed
by the freedom of expression and the
independence of media and its role in
the enlightenment of the society, topped

the agenda of the workshop.
The participants urged the Arab gov-

ernments, primarily the Republic of
Yemen, the Kingdom of Bahrain,
Tunisia and the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia to release the detainees of
expression as soon as possible.

They also demanded the Arab
Regional organizations mainly Arab
Lawyers Union (ALU) and Arab
Journalists Union (AJU) to adopt a law
to guarantee the release of the detainees
of expression and stop jailing them.

The symposium came out with some
recommendations to manipulate the cur-
rent workable legislations exercised by
the Arab regimes and to end the previ-
ous penalties against journalistic writers
as well as not to suspend the newspa-
pers.

The symposium pointed out the
monopoly of media and television
broadcasting practiced by the Arab gov-
ernments, insisted on encouraging the
press establishments and offering them
every sort of support as well as to pro-
vide social guarantees for media and
press workers.

What needs to happen to . . .

Free the Arab Nation

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF
TAIZ BUREAU

The markets in Taiz city are witnessing
a new pressure, created for the domestic
gas cylinders that lead to an increase in
its price in the black market, as it has
reached to YR 300 per cylinder instead of
YR 250, in addition to transportation
charges etc. 

So, the status in the rural districts is
reflected by more burden on the shoul-
ders of the citizens as there is much

monopoly on this state purposefully done
by the sole investor in Taiz Governorate
due to in-existence of other local compa-
nies competing in the same line, in the
market.

Therefore, if any misunderstanding or
disputes take place between the monopo-
lizing company and the Ministry of
Petroleum & Minerals, or the Yemen
Petroleum Company, the results will
soon affect the consumers directly, either
in price rise or by its scarcity in availabil-
ity and its being sold in black market.

New pressure
on domestic gas

By Hassan Al-Zaidi
Yemen Times Staff

President Saleh recently confirmed a
file of those involved in Sa’ada events is
being prepared. This file includes politi-
cal party leaders and prominent politi-
cians from the Opposition.

The president made comments in a
speech after an official dinner party to
which a number of government digni-
taries, political party leaders and impor-
tant social personages were invited.

The president said, “We have a file
concerning those involved in Marran
events to be distributed, published and
then referred to justice. It includes the
prisoners, those who served their sen-
tences and other instigators supporting
the rebellion. The file of Al-Houthi’s
case started on August 22nd; a few

weeks after quenching the insurgency.” 
The president declared positive results

reached after negotiating with some
detainees of Al-Houthi supporters who
have been released, while many others
are still serving in prison.

This speech comes just one week after
President Saleh met with the mediators
and two of Al-Houthi prominent follow-
ers, one of them his younger brother,
sources told The Yemen Times.

The negotiations held by the media-
tion committee have been presided over
by Sheikh Ibn Shaj’a, and aim at settling
down the current crisis.

The same sources said military author-
ities in Sa’ada arrested persons and
seized their 30 anti-armored-vehicle
mines in Dhahan town in Sa’ada. They
were plotting to carry out operations
with such mines.

The mediation committee the Yemen
Times contacted confirmed that the
recently captured elements are not
grouped among Al-Houthi followers;
however, they are elements intending to
end the truce and resume the crisis
between the government and Al-Houthi
followers.

The government started to give the
teachers their salaries after they were
suspended during the period of Sa’ada
events, while the government was exert-
ing efforts to crack down on Al-Houthi
influential supporters.

Sheikh Abdullah Al-Rezami is still
keeping his stand by chanting the slogan
“ Death is for the U.S. and Israel”. He,
along with Al-Houthi’s father, refused to
meet with the government officials. The
sources mentioned that the extremist Al-
Rezami stands up against the govern-

ment and refuses to negotiate with the
mediation committee, but he committed
to abide by the truce and not to master-
mind any insurgency.

The authorities succeeded in disband-
ing the remainder of Al-Houthi follow-
ers, but the crisis of the detainees still
constitutes a threat to the government,
especially the elements with whom the
negotiation committee, which is formed
of some government seniors presided
over by Judge Hamoud Al-Hitar, could
not reach any solution in its fifth round.

Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar, who is respon-
sible for the file of detainees and manip-
ulating the crisis, returned from Saudi
Arabia last Sunday after his visit,
through which he met with Saudi offi-
cials.

Press resources mentioned that Al-
Ahmar visited the K.S.A in order to dis-
cuss with the Saudi officials the extent of
Sa’ada events, in which some Saudi ele-
ments belonging to the Hamidaddin
dynasty were convicted for their
involvement in supporting Al-Houthi. 

President Saleh says file is made
Al-Houthi sympathizers to be brought to justice

BY MOHAMMED BIN SALAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The Deputy director of the
American mission, Dr. Nabeel Khuri,
with Timothy Fingarson, assistant of
the cultural and information attaché
in the embassy, and Faris Asad, the
economical and political attaché,
held an introductory session on
Saturday focusing on the US elec-
tions that are to be held tomorrow.
The meeting was attended by a num-
ber of the local press representatives
who gained some knowledge about
the system of the American presiden-
tial elections.  

Timothy Fingarson talked about
the political parties and the way they
operate. He noted that the political
system in the US had improved
tremendously since the beginning of
the 19th century and became a fea-
ture of the American democracy. He
pointed out that the sustainability of
the American government is based on
the fact that the two parties,
Republican and Democratic, have
been dominating the government for
more than a century.

He talked about how elections are
carried out and how their integrity is
maintained. He also briefly described

the processes of registering the elec-
tors’ names, counting votes and
preparing the elections’ cards are car-
ried out.

It is worth mentioning that the
American presidential elections are
accompanied with the election of 435
members of the House of
Representatives and 100 senators
besides electing directors of the
municipal and legislative councils in
each state. 

Dr. Nabeel al-Khuri concluded the
meeting by saying that what makes
the elections in the American system
interesting is possibility for a party to
have the presidency of the White
House while the other party can dom-
inate the congress. In contrast to the
elections of the House of
Representatives and the Senate, the
legislative and judiciary authorities
are elected independently in the
United States of America.

An introductory session on US
elections held in Sana’a

From right to left: Dr. Nabeel Khuri, Timothy Fingarson, and Faris Asad
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A UN delegation visited Sa’ada City
on Tuesday October 26 to assess the
size of damage that resulted from the
Al-Houthi’s insurgency for the purpose
of reconstructing the area. The delega-
tion is expending efforts to assess the
urgent needs of the population, particu-
larly in rehabilitating the main infra-
structure and education and health
services in the area.

The monitoring team is formed of a
number of officials working for the UN
in Yemen in the field of social and child
development, health monitoring to pre-

vent the spread of infectious diseases
and the human nutrition. Depending on
the preliminary assessment adapted by
the team, the UN will search for better
ways to help the area recover from the
disasters it experienced during the fight
against the rebellion and bring stability
back to the area.

During the visit, the team met with a
number of Sa’ada government officials
and non-governmental organizations.
The team members also paid a field
visit to Sa’ada hospital and the village
of Qawhaza, where many refugees stay
because of the events that took place
during the clashes.

To assess the damage,
UN delegation visits Sa’ada
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YEMEN TIMES STAFF

MM
rs. Flavia Pansieri,
R e s i d e n t
Coordinator of the
UN System’s
O p e r a t i o n a l

Activities for Development in the
Republic of Yemen, held a reception
celebration and Iftar on Sunday Oct. 24
at the Police Officers Club in Sana’a to
mark the 59th UN day. The celebration
was attended by Deputy Prime Minister
Ahmed Sofan along with hundreds of
Yemenis, officials and citizens, and
tens of the diplomats and representa-
tives of a number of international and
regional organizations working in
Yemen.

During the celebration, Mrs. Flavia
delivered a speech in which she
described the aims and programs of the
UN in Yemen and in the world, main-
taining “peace and security.” She said
that, “leaders from 189 countries met

four years ago at the Millennium
Summit and issued a declaration which
contained clear and specified develop-
ment targets to be achieved by 2015,
the Millennium Development Goals (or
MDGs). The UN System is helping
developing countries such as Yemen
produce tangible results in terms of its
development agenda.” She highlighted
some of Yemen’s key development
challenges, such as health, education,
humanitarian, democracy, combating
poverty and other basic development
issues.”

Mrs. Flavia confirmed the UN com-
mitment “to save succeeding genera-

tions from the scourge of war” and “to
reaffirm faith in fundamental human
rights, in the dignity and worth of the
human person, in the equal rights of
men and women and of nations large
and small, and to establish conditions
under which justice and respect for the
obligations arising from treaties and
other sources of international law can
be maintained, and to promote social
progress and better standards of life in
larger freedom.”

“Yemen has been polio free for the
past four years,” she said about health,
“continued effective collaboration
between the National Malaria Control
Programme and WHO has reduced
infection rates from 48% to 7% in the
Tihama and from 61% to less than 5%
in Socotra.  

About humanitarian she said, the
“efforts by UNHCR, along with the
EU, UK, and the Netherlands, in
addressing local integration initiatives
through a Comprehensive Action Plan
for Somali refugees is a positive and
important development.”  

She talked about the situation of edu-
cation expressing the contribution of
UNICEF that “has been involved in
rebuilding and constructing primary
schools in 30 most deprived districts,
with more than 500 classrooms built in
the last three years.”  

Her speech was concluded with an
emphasis on the efforts that “will be

needed to see continued progress being
made in the areas of primary education
and child mortality, as well as increased
openness for participation in the coun-
try’s political and development
process, true freedom of opinion and of

the press and fair access for all to serv-
ices.”

Ahmed Mohammed Sofan, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Planning and International
Cooperation, said that Yemen is aware
of the need to implement and activate
the decisions and recommendations of
all UN summits and events. “It is a
national commitment with high priori-
ty.” he said. He also noted that there are
also several programs of international
cooperation with the other partners of
the UN.

Justice, respect
He stressed on the significance of

justice and respect of national sover-
eignty of states, especially in a time
some countries are occupied in the
Midele East. He also emphasized
Yemen’s need to cooperate with other

countries bilaterally and through the
UN to achieve peace and development
and combat challenges that require
serious steps in political and economic
reform. “We need to take steps to
implement cooperative programs,
transfer information and knowledge
objectively and work closely with other
nations to achieve the millennium goals
that focus on alleviating poverty, dis-
seminating education, improving moth-
erhood and childhood services, and
many other topics.” he explained.

Sofan concluded his speech by
repeating the final words of Mrs. Flavia
concerning the noble mission of the
UN to achieve peace and harmony
throughout the world, and also greeted
UN personnel on the anniversary and
also thanked the UN coordinator per-
sonally for her efforts in helping Yemen
develop and prosper.
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The 59th anniversary of the UN marked in Sana’a

BY MOHAMMED AL-QADHI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

RReporters sans Froentiéres
(RSF) (Reporters Without
Borders) urged the
Yemeni authorities to
release Abdulkareem Al-

Khaiwani, Editor-in-Chief of the
Opposition weekly al-Shura, jailed
since Sept. 5. In a press statement
issued Thursday, the RSF accused the
Yemeni authorities of “arbitrary cen-
sorship,” urging them to reinstate the
licenses of two newspapers, Al-Neda
and Al Hurriye, which have been
unable to publish for the past few
weeks.

“The authorities should keep their
promises to respect press freedom”, the
organization said, recalling that
President Ali Abdullah Saleh pledged
in June to “work to put an end to prison
sentences for press offences, which
would be a big step forward for press
freedom in Yemen.”

The statement said that RSF’s appeal
followed a press release by the Yemeni
Journalists Syndicate  (YJS)

Wednesday criticizing “the govern-
ment’s lack of sincerity” and deploring
an “unprecedented wave of press free-
dom violations that is likely to ruin all
the progress accomplished since unifi-
cation in 1990.”

The YJS’s statement also deplored
the impact of Al-Khaiwani’s imprison-
ment, saying it had created “a danger-
ous environment for all journalists with
governmental, party and privately
owned media.”

The offices of the new weekly Al-
Neda were closed on Oct. 15 by the
information ministry on the grounds
that it was two days late in bringing out
its first issue, which was meant to
appear on Oct. 13.  Editor Sami Ghaleb
told the Yemen Times last week the

closure was a “major aggression” and
discriminatory as many other newspa-
pers come out irregularly in Yemen.

“It seems the real reason for its clo-
sures was the fact that the first issue
tackled sensitive subjects such as the
international campaign for Al-
Khaiwani’s release and the splits
between the different wings of the rul-
ing General People’s Congress
(GPC),” RSF statement said.

A few days earlier, the information
ministry suspended the license of the
Al Hurriye newspaper for an indefinite
period on the official grounds that it
had changed its logo without permis-
sion.

Editor Akram Abdulkarim Sabra told
Reporters Without Borders the news-

paper wanted to change its format and
logo to mark its 25th anniversary. “We
were amazed and outraged by this
totally disproportionate decision,
which was just a pretext for punishing
the newspaper,” he said.

Meanwhile, Al-Khaiwani’s newspa-
per, Al-Shoura, was suspended for six
months when Al-Khaiwani was sen-
tenced to a year in prison for allegedly
libeling President Saleh.

The recently published annual
worldwide press freedom index
showed that Yemen’s position has
dropped from 103 in 2002 to 136 this
year. Yemen’s position has not
improved since 2003 as both 2004 and
2003 witnessed a radical decline in the
level of freedom of the press in the
country according to the index. 

The organization issuing the index,
RSF, has already expressed concern
over negative developments in
Yemen’s record freedom of the press,
which have contributed to listing
Yemen even after Afghanistan (97),
and Somalia (130) in terms of its atti-
tude towards press freedom.

Yemen’s press is now less free than in Afghanistan and Somalia

New calls for Yemen to respect press
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The House of Peace and its work

Curbing the proliferation of guns
BY PETER WILLEMS
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

DDar Al-Salaam – The
House of Peace – has
been working hard to
fight against Yemen
being awash with

weapons since it was established in
1997. According to Abdul Rahman Al-
Marwani, Head and Founder of Dar Al-
Salaam, the organization aims at reduc-
ing the availability and use of weapons.

“We are working on peace and toler-
ance and how to spread it,” said Al-
Marwani. “Our most important activi-
ties are to spread peace and tolerance,
and it has started with social aware-
ness.” 

This year, Dar Al-Salaam began a
campaign putting up billboards in most
of the major cities calling on the people
to not carry guns and using them for
revenge. Around 959 signs have been
put into place up to now, with another
450 expected to be standing by the end
of the year. The anti-weapons organi-
zation has had over 20 demonstrations
since it started, including one in
Dhammar last spring with a turnout of
over 50,000 people. 

Dar Al-Salaam, which has 400 mem-
bers and 1,000 volunteers doing field
work, has stepped in to mediate in trib-

al disputes. Up to now the organization
has settled 197 cases of revenge using
peaceful solutions that helped tribes
avoid clashes that would have cost
lives. 

But Dar Al-Salaam and many
Yemenis that want to see the eradica-
tion of guns being carried in public and
the availability of weapons nationwide
may have to wait until important steps
are taken. 

Many believe that one important
step that needs to be carried out by the
government is the full development of
a judicial system. According to Dar Al-
Salaam, the official death toll resulting
from revenge between tribes averages
around 1,250 a year but is estimated to
be much higher. Some say that if the
Yemeni court system can handle dis-
putes, tribes reaching for their guns for
a solution will diminish. 

“It is very difficult to solve the prob-
lem of the use of guns and tribal
revenge. It will only happen when peo-
ple feel there is law and order. In other
words, when there is a real judicial sys-
tem,” said Mohammed Al-Muttawakil,
Professor of Political Science at Sana’a
University and Assistant Secretary
General of the Popular Forces Union
party. “Sometimes people ask for a
judicial system from the government,
but without it they will fight.” 

Along with a justice system, some
think that the central government must
strengthen its position and enforce law
across the country. 

“The government needs to build an
image for itself as a national govern-
ment and not a government controlled
by certain tribes,” said Abdullah Al-
Faqih, Professor of Political Science at
Sana’a University. “It also needs to
restructure military and security insti-
tutions in ways that make them repre-
sentative of the political landscape in
Yemen. People use guns because they
have nobody to defend them when they
are attacked, nobody to give them jus-
tice when they are victimized, and
nobody to hold them accountable when
they are the victimizers.” 

Economic growth and more job
opportunities could help reduce the
interest in guns. It is estimated that as
many as 40% of the Yemenis are out of
work. Forty-two percent of the
Yemenis live below the poverty line,
while 25% are hovering just above
being labeled as poor. Economic
growth is not keeping up with the rise
in population. The population growth
rate is estimated to be as high as 4%
annually, while the GDP growth rate
fell below 3.6% last year and may not
exceed 3.3% in 2004.  

“Large unemployment and poverty

in Yemen gives a boost to people want-
ing to stick to the tradition of owning
and carrying a gun,” said a Yemeni
analyst. “It would be easier to convince
them to lay down their weapons if they
had a chance of getting a good job.”

Recent developments in the Middle
East, such as US occupation of Iraq
and ongoing conflicts between the
Israelis and Palestinians, might make it
more difficult to persuade the public
that it is not important to bear arms.
According to government officials,
between 60 and 80 million weapons
are owned by around 20 million peo-
ple, which is at least three weapons to
each Yemeni.

Other figures by the Geneva-based
Small Arms Survey, the authoritative
voice on what’s happening with
weaponry worldwide, say that of 639
million firearms on Earth, Yemen, in
fact, has 10 million at most, one gun
for every two Yemenis. 

According to that group, the United
States has about 250 million. That’s
almost one per person. Finland takes
third, and South Africa has, by far, the
most gun murders.

“There has been an effect from the
war in Iraq on Yemen,” said Khaled Al-
Akwaa, Professor of Public Policy at
Sana’a University. “The Iraqi govern-
ment was not able to stand up against
US forces, but some people have.
Therefore, the Yemeni people do not
want to be disarmed, so it will be diffi-
cult for the Yemeni government to pass
and enforce a law on gun control.”

Some hold that those with vested
interests in the sale of weapons are
reluctant to relinquish their profitable
trade. 

“It will be difficult to pass a law with

big players making
money doing business
in the sale of arms,”
said Majid Al-Fahed,
Executive Director of
the Civic Democratic
Initiatives Support
Foundation. “This is
true in any country
where people have the
right to own arms and
businessmen have the
right to sell arms.” 

Although the Yemeni
government has been
successful clamping
down on terrorists
since it joined the
United States on the
war on terror after the
attacks in New York
and Washington, D.C.,
on September 11, 2001,
there is concern that the
availability of weapons
will continue to be a
threat to national secu-
rity. Some argue that if
weapons were not easy
to be acquired at mar-
kets, the fighting
between supporters of
Hussein Al-Houthi and
government forces which lasted for
three months may not have happened. 

“The reason Al-Houthi was able to
create an armed militia was because all
they had to do was go to the markets
and buy weapons,” says a Yemeni ana-
lyst. “With weapons this easily avail-
able, there might be more conflicts in
the future if other rebel groups are
formed.” 

With numerous obstacles ahead for

gun control to be implemented, some
agree with Dar Al-Salaam that the first
step is to raise public awareness of the
dangers of weapons in Yemen. 

“Having guns is a tradition, it is part
of the culture,” said a Yemeni analyst.
“If a gun is part of your honor, legisla-
tion will not change that overnight. The
only way to change is through the grad-
ual process of education and aware-
ness.”

Abdul Rahman Al-Marwani, head and founder of Dar
Al-Salaam. (Yemen Times photo)

Tribesmen in the city of Rada. (Yemen Times photo)

SSocial, cultural and economic
development is the main con-
cern of the Third World, to
catch up with the countries of

the northern hemisphere. Therefore,
basic services are vital being a reflection
on the living standard of a society. They
bolster investment and develop human
resources. But we cannot know the
amount of services and amenities the
society has without a census. 

Why census? 
Census is the process of collecting

demographic and social data of people
residing in a particular country during a
specific period. The census will count
individual persons, establishments and
enterprises. The purpose of the census is
to come out with information on num-
bers of school-age students and their dis-
tribution in urban and rural areas, for
example, and those who require certain
services. Censuses give indicators about
basic services and their coverage: rate of
asphalt roads, telephone lines, postal
services, etc. Then, the assigned govern-
mental bodies are supposed to make use
of the information in arranging priorities
of projection.

For the census to succeed, people
should be aware of its importance for the
whole country. Official and private
media means are responsible for inten-
sively educating the whole community

on their vital role in the process.  

A false notion
There is some sort of misunderstand-

ing on the part of some people who feel
that their privacy is encroached on if
they give out some of their personal
data. On the contrary, they should pride
themselves on such an act, for it is in
their sole interest to provide the census
operators of the needed information. It is
out of ignorance when they withhold,
for instance, the true number of their
children. 

Due to lack of awareness, the 1994
census results were not accurate enough,
the fact which has had its own negative
effects on Yemen. The government has
been using a database that does not actu-
ally reflect what is there.

December 16, 17
A huge budget has been allotted to the

census. The Central Statistical
Organization (CSO) has been conduct-
ing a series of activities including train-
ing courses for information collectors
and dividing areas into blocks. The CSO
will conduct the General Population
Housing and Establishment Census in
all governorates of Yemen on December
16/17. About 25,000 applicants to the
Civil Service Ministry will take part in
the event. These efforts and expenditure
will not yield fruit if citizens don’t react
positively and help make the census suc-
cessful. They must know that their
reservedness will exacerbate the situa-
tion, leading to ill-studied development
plans and, therefore, hard economic and
social conditions.

Census is vital but needs
the public’s help

BY SHAKER AL-MOLSI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF
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Ailing Arafat undergoes
tests in French hospital

CLAMART, France, Oct 30 (Reuters)
- Yasser Arafat underwent medical tests
on Saturday as French doctors investigat-
ed whether the ailing Palestinian leader
was suffering from leukaemia or some
other potentially life-threatening blood
disorder.

Palestinian officials said the first of a
battery of tests for cancers and other ill-
nesses showed there was no immediate
risk of the 75-year-old dying.

“President Arafat is receiving serious
treatment, the tests are comprehensive
and the French doctors are looking at all
the possibilities,” said Mohammad
Dahlan, a member of the delegation that
accompanied Arafat to France.

“By tonight or tomorrow morning we
will know much more.”

A body and brain scan showed up
nothing, a Palestinian aide said. “The
doctors say it is serious but they do not
feel there is an imminent threat to his
life.”

Arafat was stretchered into a French
military hospital in the Paris suburb of
Clamart on Friday, after arriving by heli-
copter at the end of a gruelling six-hour
journey from his shell-battered com-
pound in the West Bank city of
Ramallah.

The Palestinian president, effectively
confined to his offices by Israeli forces
for the past 2-1/2 years, only agreed to fly
to France after Israel promised to allow
him to return to the West Bank following
treatment.

Arafat went into the French hospital
with an abnormally low count of blood
platelets — a condition that can be
caused by leukaemia — but the number
of platelets had since doubled, a
Palestinian official said.

“Most of the time he is asleep but he is

not in a coma and when he wakes up he
is aware of his surroundings,” the official
said.

Doctors have not yet spoken to the
media.

Future
Leila Shahid, the Palestinian

Authority’s envoy to Paris, said on
Friday Arafat had had intestinal flu for at
least three weeks, “but obviously there is
more to it than that”.

Arafat’s wife Suha was at his side in
the modern Percy Army Teaching
Hospital, which has a reputation for treat-
ing blood disorders including cancer. His
daughter Zahwa had arrived from Tunis.

Supporters of Arafat were expected to
hold a rally outside the hospital at around
1230 GMT.

About 2,000 Palestinians marched late
on Friday in Gaza City and in Rafah, in
southern Gaza, to pray for the recovery
of Arafat, a longtime symbol of the

Palestinian struggle for statehood.
Washington has tried to shut Arafat out

of the picture in the Middle East,
although U.S. Secretary of State Colin
Powell said he was “pleased” he was
being treated at a sophisticated medical
facility.

Arafat was fetched by France on
orders from Chirac, whose line is that
peace will be hard to achieve without
Arafat.

Arafat’s state has raised fears of chaos
among Palestinians.

Leaders of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation met on Saturday for the first
time since the 1960s without Arafat, con-

vening at his battered headquarters in the
West Bank city of Ramallah.

PLO member Yasser Abed Rabbo said
the session would “ensure the function of
Palestinian institutions”.

The death of a leader regarded by
Israel and its U.S. ally as an obstacle to
peace could also shuffle the cards in the
Middle East conflict as the United States
heads into a presidential election on
Tuesday.

Washington says Palestinians would
be better off governed by a prime minis-
ter with control of all the security forces.

“That individual, so empowered,
would give the Israelis a partner for

negotiations,” Powell said. Arafat might
then take on another role within the
Palestinian community.

Arafat has neither named a successor
nor appointed an acting president to
cover for him during his treatment.

Officials in the West Bank said Prime
Minister Ahmed Qurie would run the
day-to-day affairs of the Palestinian
Authority. Former Prime Minister
Mahmoud Abbas will run the PLO.

Should Arafat die, parliamentary
speaker Rawhi Fattouh would replace
him as Palestinian Authority president
for a 60-day period, during which elec-
tions would be held.

Car bomb kills 7 at Al Arabiya TV in Baghdad
BAGHDAD, Oct 30 (Reuters) - A car

bomb at the office of Al Arabiya television
in Baghdad killed seven Iraqis on Saturday
in the biggest attack yet on media in the
country.

Another 19 people were wounded by
what Iraq’s Interior Ministry said was a
booby-trapped car parked outside the
Dubai-based network’s bureau in the
Mansour district that is home to
embassies, foreign firms and Iraqi politi-
cians.

The attack underscored the dangers the
media faces in Iraq — the world’s most
dangerous country for journalists.

Veteran Al Arabiya correspondent
Najwa Qassem said some of the dead were
too badly burned or mutilated to be identi-
fied but were mostly thought to be Iraqi
guards, gardeners and cleaners working
for the station.

“We were in a meeting when the bomb
exploded. We staggered out covered in
blood. The destruction was total,” said
Qassem, who was slightly wounded.

Scores of journalists, along with their
translators, drivers and assistants, have
been killed, wounded or kidnapped in Iraq
since the U.S.-led invasion last year. Three
Al Arabiya journalists have already been
killed by U.S. fire in Iraq.

A group calling itself the 1920
Battalions, after a Shi’ite Muslim uprising
against British control of Iraq, said it was
behind the bombing.

“Thank God, the building of the Arabic-
speaking Americanised spy journalists
was destroyed,” it said in a statement on
Web sites used by Iraqi militants.

The message could not be independent-
ly authenticated.

Al Arabiya, which is majority Saudi-
owned, has often been attacked on Web
sites used by Islamist militant groups for
its perceived pro-Western reporting.

The satellite channel, which has good
access to Iraq’s U.S.-backed government,
said it was being punished for its objectiv-
ity.

“(Al Arabiya) has already lost three of
its reporters to fire from American forces
and now it is being targeted by fire from

the other (side),” the network’s Baghdad
Bureau Chief Haydar al-Wattar said in a
statement.

Al Arabiya said one of its producers and
a technician who was eight months preg-
nant were seriously wounded. A journalist
from Iraqi news channel Al Ikhbariya, one
of three other Arab networks that used the
building, was also seriously hurt.

Unlike most Western media in Iraq, Al
Arabiya’s office lacked the blast walls and
stringent security measures designed to
protect against such bombings.

Visitors to hotels where journalists and
foreign businessmen live go through lay-
ers of security checks — often including
metal detectors and frisking.

BAGHDAD, Oct 30 (Reuters) -
Iraq’s Electoral Commission has
received death threats signed by mil-
itants using the old name of a group
led by al Qaeda ally Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi, a spokesman for the com-
mission said on Saturday.

Spokesman Farid Ayar said type-
written letters in the name of Tawhid
wal Jihad (One God and Holy War)
Assassinations Squad had been sent
to the commission’s offices in
Baghdad and the northern city of
Mosul this week.

The letters said members of the
commission would be killed, along
with their families, if they stayed at
their posts.

The Electoral Commission is lead-
ing preparations for Iraq’s national
assembly elections due to take place
in January.

Zarqawi’s group announced earlier
this month that it had changed its
name from Tawhid wal Jihad after
allying itself with Osama bin
Laden’s al Qaeda network. The
group’s new name translates as al
Qaeda Organisation for Holy War in
Iraq.

Ayar said the warnings attributed
to the Jordanian militant’s outfit
would not deter commission mem-
bers.

“We will continue to work until
the end of the elections because we
are not afraid of these terrorist
threats,” he said.

Supporters of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat gather at the Percy military hospital near Paris, Oct. 30. Palestinian Authority
representative in France, Leila Shahid said today ʻDoctors examining Palestinian President Yasser Arafat ruled out the pos-
sibility for the time being that he has leukaemiaʼ. Arafat arrived in France for medical treatment yesterday after leaving his
beseiged West Bank headquarters where he had been pinned down for the last two and a half years.         REUTERS

A T.V. producer walks away from the scene after a bomb exploded in the parking lot of the Arab satellite television news
station Al Arabiyaʼs bureau in Baghdad October 30. A little-known Iraqi group said it was behind a car bombing of the
office of Dubai-based Al Arabiya television in Baghdad which killed seven people, according to a statement posted on the
Internet. “Thank God, the building of the Arabic-speaking Americanized spy journalists was destroyed,” said the state-
ment by the group calling itself the 1920 Battalions, posted on Web sites used by Iraqi militants. The message of the
group, named after an uprising against British control of Iraq, could not be independently authenticated. REUTERS

“Kerry may see the benefits Clinton
saw in ending the struggle in
Palestine,” said a Yemeni business-
man. “It would help improve the
image of the United States in the Arab
world.” 

But many believe that the outcome
of the election will not change US for-
eign policy in the Middle East. 

“My opinion is that whether Kerry
or Bush gets elected, no significant
change would occur on US policy
towards the Middle East,” said Saad S.
Khan, an author and widely read ana-
lyst on governance and policies in the
Muslim world.

“Kerry would not be able to extri-
cate his forces out of Iraq, for instance,

better than Bush. Support for Saudi
Arabia and other Middle East monar-
chies, as well as unstinted backing of
Israel, would continue. Change of face
at the White House may not and can-
not change the nature of US interests
in the region.”

One Yemeni believes that the
Jewish lobby group in Washington,
D.C., will have influence on either
candidate that wins which will keep
the United States in the position of
supporting Israel.

“It doesn’t matter who wins the
election. Jewish influence in
Washington will go on, no matter who
is the president,” said the Yemeni.

And as security in Iraq continues to

deteriorate, few believe that neither
Bush nor Kerry will be able to with-
draw US troops in the near future. 

“It’s now impossible for the United
States to leave Iraq because it is in
chaos,” said Yahya. 

He added that the he has doubts
about Bush wanting to leave the war-
ravaged country but hopes that if
Kerry wins he will plan to withdraw as
soon as possible. 

“I think Bush wants to occupy Iraq
to control the oil and use the country
as a strategic location to strike other
countries whenever he wants to,” said
Yahya. “I think that whether the
United States has a Republican or a
Democratic president, the US policy
in the Middle East will not change.
But Kerry might realize that leaving
US soldiers in Iraq will be too danger-
ous and will cost a lot of lives.” 

As the election gets closer, the two

candidates on the campaign trail have
been focusing on a wide range of
issues, including the economy, health-
care and social security. The heated
debate, however, still rests on the war
in Iraq and the war on terror. 

Kerry continues to accuse Bush that
he mismanaged the war, misled the US
public to support the invasion and the
war, with no end in sight, made
America more vulnerable to terrorist
attacks. 

Bush has come back by claiming
Kerry is not equipped to fight the war
on terror and that he has changed his
position on the war in Iraq which
makes him appear to be indecisive. 

But while US actions in the Middle
East are the center of attention leading
up to the election, many in Yemen
believe that US policy in the Arab
world is not likely to change regard-
less of who wins

Iraq’s
electoral
body gets
Zarqawi

death
threats

Continued from page 1
Who wins? Who cares?

Mr. Yasser Arafat

• New and distinguished
villa in Aden 

• Located in Khour
Maksar on the Sahel
Abian Kurnish opposite
Aden University.

• 70  meters from the
shore

• Special completion with
Deluxe specifications 

• The Whole areas is 1080
square meters

For further information, contact 
Mr. Abdulssalam Al-Nukhmi

Tel. 73885004 or 00971506133688
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MONROVIA, Oct 30 (Reuters) -
Liberians ventured back onto  the streets
of Monrovia on Saturday during a tem-
porary lifting  of a round-the-clock cur-
few imposed after at least seven people
were killed in religious riots.

Mobs of stick-wielding youths ram-
paged through the streets  on Friday after
a dispute between Muslim and Christian
residents  in a suburb escalated into a
full-scale riot, prompting the  govern-
ment to impose the curfew to quell the
violence.

Interim leader Gyude Bryant said the
curfew was lifted  temporarily to allow
residents to buy food, although most
shops  in the Paynesville suburb in the
east of Monrovia where the  trouble start-
ed remained closed.

“The curfew imposed yesterday is
temporarily lifted from 10  a.m. (1000
GMT) this morning, till 4 p.m. this after-
noon,”  Bryant told national radio.

“This measure is to enable our people
to get food, medicine  and other house-
hold items,” he said. “The curfew will
come back  into force at 4:01 p.m. this
afternoon, and will last until 7  a.m.
Sunday morning.”

Residents, who endured almost 14
years of civil war until  former president
Charles Taylor was forced into exile last
year,  emerged to inspect the damage

caused by the riots.
Mussa Dolley, 37, the owner of a

petrol station set ablaze  during the vio-
lence, despaired of finding money to
rebuild.

“This morning when I came on the
road and saw my station, I  wept,” Dolley
said. “I’m only depending on God to help
me  restart my business.”

RESIDENTS FEAR REVENGE
ATTACKS

U.N. troops from a 15,000-strong
peacekeeping force (UNMIL)  — the
world’s biggest — mounted patrols in
armoured vehicles  as helicopters clat-

tered overhead to deter troublemakers.
Residents feared the killings might

spark revenge attacks in  the suburbs,
where they said they had seen armed
fighters from  the rebel Liberians United
for Reconciliation and Democracy  rebel
group, which joined a coalition govern-
ment last year.

“I saw the fighters with AK-47s and
pistols in their hands.  UNMIL must act
now so that this thing will not get out of
hand,”  said resident Jerry Tucker.

More than 80,000 fighters have been
disarmed under a peace  deal signed last
year, but many guns remain in circulation
and  jobless ex-combatants sometimes
vent their anger by rioting.

Witnesses counted three more bodies
of victims who had been  hacked to death
or doused with petrol and set alight,
bringing  the toll from Friday’s violence
to at least seven. At least 17  people were
wounded, an aid worker said.

Residents said at least six churches and
four mosques had  been burned during
the sectarian clashes, rare in a country
where battle lines have usually been
drawn along loose ethnic or  regional
lines, rather than religious ones.

About 20 percent of Liberia’s popula-
tion is Muslim, 40  percent Christian and
40 percent follow animist beliefs.
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Vacancy
Procurement Officer

for the Basic Education Development Project
(IDA Credits & Multi-Donors Trust Funds)

The Basic Education Development Project (BEDP) at the Ministry of Education (MOE) seeks applicants for the position
of Procurement Officer. Under the general direction of the Project Director, the Procurement Officer will be responsible
for the entire procurement management of the Project and will also assist and cooperate with MOE in overall
procurement issues. The Procurement Officer will report directly to the Project Director and will work closely with all
sectors and departments of MOE, Governorates Offices and Districts Offices of MOE involved in the Project.
Main Tasks: The Procurement Officer main tasks would be: 

i)Planning functions
- Preparing and updating the Project procurement plan for each year of the Project and ensure its distribution to all

sectors/units involved in the Project implementation.
- Itemizing and listing all goods required for the Project; grouping goods in packages and determining the

procurement method: ICB, NCB. IS, NS.
- Preparing and/or organizing and supervising the preparation of bidding documents and requests for proposals; and
- Working with relevant sectors in developing TORs for the selection of consulting firms. 

ii)Procurement Process
- Preparing and ensuring the publication of Specific and General Procurement  Notices for goods, and requests for

expressions of interest for consulting services.
- Ensuring that documents have received appropriate approvals in accordance with the Development Credit

Agreement (DCA).
- Systematically attending on behalf of the BEDP all bids opening, evaluation, and contracts award sessions and

preparing minutes of bid opening and evaluation reports, in accordance with IDA guidelines.
- Preparing contracts and ensuring they are timely approved, signed and notified, in accordance with the procedures

described in the Procurement Manual.

iii)Contract Management
- Inspecting and receiving goods, to ensure compliance with specifications and quantities with the purchase

orders/contracts.
- Arranging for safe custody and the proper delivery of goods to the Project institutions, if necessary, and installation

in accordance with the contract and the target dates in the implementation schedule.

iv)Relevant Tasks
- Acting as a focal point for any dialogue on procurement management matters relating to the Project as may be

required by the Project’s financiers. 
- Systematically reporting and updating the Project’s Management on the status of procurement activities and issues,

and follow-up with MOE and other related Ministries and Institutions on procurement and other Project’s issues as
may be required by the Project’s Management. 

- Contributing to quarterly Financial Monitoring Reports.
- Ensuring that procurement procedures provided in the DCA are respected at all stages. 

Qualifications:
- A minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in commerce, business administration, engineering, or equivalent qualification.
- At least 10 years experience in a procurement management position. 
- Familiarity with the government and IDA’s procurement guidelines and procedures. 
- Computer literacy and proficiency in both Arabic and English.

All applications along with a detailed resume and supporting documents should be submitted by Wednesday,
November 10,2004 at the following address:

Basic Education Development Project
Nouakchott  St. South of the Supreme Commission of Elections and Referendum
Tel.: 200472/470271 

KABUL, Oct 30 (Reuters) -
Militants who say they kidnapped three
foreigners working for the United
Nations in Afghanistan have provided
proof they are holding them, diplomat-
ic and security sources said on
Saturday.

A breakaway faction of the Taliban,
the Jaish-e-Muslimeen (Army of
Muslims), gave Reuters what they said
were identification numbers for two of
the hostages, and sources said one
matched a credit card held by one of
them.

“The other number is being checked
out, but it seems clear now that the
claim is true,” a diplomat involved in
the case said on condition of anonymi-
ty.

The three — Filipino Anjelito
Nayan, Annetta Flanigan who holds
dual British and Irish citizenship and
Shqipe Hebibi from Kosovo — were
snatched from their U.N. vehicle in
rush hour traffic on Thursday. They
had been helping organise
Afghanistan’s first presidential elec-
tion, held on Oct. 9.

The kidnappings have sparked fears
that militants from the Taliban regime,
ousted in November 2001 by a U.S.-
led coalition for sheltering Osama bin
Laden and his al Qaeda followers,
could be copying the tactics used by
insurgents in Iraq.

The group’s spokesman reinforced
those worries. “We will not only
behead them, but will chop them up as
is being done in Iraq,” Mullah Ishaq
Manzoor told Reuters.

The group has demanded the release
of all Taliban prisoners held in

Afghanistan and Guantanamo Bay, the
withdrawal of British troops from
Afghanistan, and for Kosovo and the
Philippines to stop backing the govern-
ment and the U.S.-led coalition.
Group says call off hunt

It has also insisted that authorities
call off the hunt for the kidnappers and
hostages.

“These people are with us. They
have difficulty in eating our foods but
they will soon get used to it,” Manzoor
said. One of the two women had been
ill but recovered after being given

medicine.
A spokesman for the NATO-led

International Security and Assistance
Force for Afghanistan (ISAF), tried to
reassure the estimated 2,000 Western
diplomats and aid workers in the coun-
try.

“We all need to be vigilant, especial-
ly if we are to help find the kidnappers,
but ISAF does not believe this is an
indicator of a worsening security situa-
tion”, Lieutenant-Colonel Patrick
Poulain told a news conference.

The vote count shows that U.S.-

backed President Hamid Karzai won
the election, but official results have
yet to be released.

Taliban remnants have killed more
than 1,000 people, most of them
Afghans, over the past year, but U.S.
President George W. Bush, seeking re-
election on Nov. 2, hopes a successful
Afghan election will give him a foreign
policy fillip.    The nearly 28,000 U.S.
and NATO troops in the country are
expected to remain for several years to
support the new government and help
build a new Afghan army.   

Afghan group threatens to kill foreign hostages

An Afghan police disperse the crowd at the site where three foreign worker were kidnapped in Kabul October 28. Three
foreign election workers were kidnapped by armed men in the Afghan capital Kabul on Thursday, government officials
said.  REUTERS

Flames rise from petrol station set ablaze by youth in Paynesville, Liberia A
woman stands near a burning petrol station set ablaze by youth in Jacob
Town, an area of the suburb of Paynesville in the est of Monrovia, Liberia,
October 29. REUTERS

Liberians venture back
onto streets after riots
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TThe United Nations High
Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) is
developing a plan that
should help the organiza-

tion assist thousands of Somali
refugees who fled their country during
the 13-year civil war. 

The Comprehensive Plan of Action
(CPA), which is expected to be imple-
mented in the first half of next year,
aims at improving UNHCR’s policy to
assist refugees determining where they
will live in the future. 

“It’s a comprehensive project to
improve the lives of the Somali
refugees,” said Francesco Ardisson,
Head of the UNHCR headquarters in
Sana’a. “It will be a comprehensive
effort to be put into place and carried
out in order to resolve the dispersing
of Somali refugees which has taken
place for the last 13 years.” 

It was reported last week that the
UNHCR and the Yemeni government
planned to deport Somali refugees to
their country of origin over the next
two years. UNHCR denied that there
will be pressure put on Somalis to
leave Yemen and that the CPA will fall
under the guidelines the organization
follows working with refugees world-
wide. 

Its policy is to assist refugees
attempting to find a “durable solu-
tion.” They can try and be repatriated
back to their countries, integrated in
the country they reside in or attempt to
be resettled elsewhere. 

“We are not pressuring anybody,”
said Ardisson. “We are just helping
those concerned to make a choice for
repatriation or the other options of
local integration and trying to be reset-
tled in another country. It’s on a pure-
ly voluntary basis if they decide to be
repatriated.” 

The pilot project of the CPA will be
for UNHCR to work with Somali
refugees before taking the program to

other refugee groups. According to the
UNHCR Yemeni headquarters, 47,000
Somali refugees live in Yemen today.
It is estimated that 430,000 Somalis
live outside of Somalia who left the
country as fighting continued between
clans after Said Barre’s regime was
ousted in 1991. Up to 206,000 Somali
refugees reside in Kenya, Djibouti and
Ethiopia. 

Ardisson believes that the pilot proj-
ect focusing on Somali refugees may
be coming at a good time. He said that
two areas in Somalia, Somaliland and
Puntland, are stable and have a good
environment for those who wish to
repatriate. Since the early nineties,
over one million Somalis have
returned to their homeland. UNHCR
has assisted 470,000 refugees repatri-
ate mostly to Somaliland. 

Ardisson also said that Somalia’s
new president, who was sworn in ear-
lier this month, may bring unity and
stability to the war-torn country. 

“The future in Somalia is more
favorable with the new president,”
said Ardisson. “We hope that the
Somalis will have a chance to return to
their country of origin if they wish to
do so. It will be based on the condi-
tions in Somalia, depending on the
ability of the new government. If they
start fighting again, the repatriation
will be brought to a standstill. But we
believe that the future of Somalia will
be more positive because of the cre-
ation of the new government.” 

UNHCR also plans that once the
CPA is implemented, the organization
will promote repatriation. 

“Up to now, we have not been pro-
moting repatriation,” said Ardisson.
“We have been facilitating refugees. If
the situation gets back to normal in
Somalia, we will be able to promote
repatriation while the CPA strengthens
the three durable solutions.”

Ardisson added that “if they feel
they are integrated and wish to stay
where they reside, including Yemen,
they will be allowed to do so.” 

UNHCR is preparing the CPA by

analyzing their procedures working
with refugees in different countries.
Along with developing a more com-
prehensive approach to assisting
refugees to deal with the durable solu-
tions, the analysis also focuses on
UNHCR looking into the protection of
refugees and assisting them in health-
care, education and services. 

If Somali refugees decide to try and
resettle in another country, they will
face obstacles. There are roughly 22
million refugees around the world, and
only 3,000 are able to be resettled each
year. 

On October 14, Abdullahi Yusuf
Ahmed was sworn in as Somalia’s
president in Nairobi, Kenya. Under the

supervision of the Inter-Governmental
Authority on Development, Somalia’s
interim parliament chose Ahmed as the
country’s leader after a two-year peace
process.  In the weeks ahead, Ahmed
will create the country’s new cabinet,
followed by the new government mov-
ing to Mogadishu, Somalia’s capital. 

Many Somali refugees in Yemen are

optimistic about the future in Somalia. 
“I believe they chose the right man

to lead the country,” said Yusuf Omar,
a Somali refugee who has lived in
Yemen since 1995. “He will bring
peace to Somalia, and most Somalis
support him. I’m sure many will have
the desire to return after there is peace
in our country.”
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By Hassan Al-Haifi

OUROUR
OPINIONOPINION IIt is clear that the Moslem World is facing a formidable challenge

both from within and from the outside.  From within, Moslems
must overcome the obvious slack in the development process,
and must find ways for Moslem countries to overcome poverty,
illiteracy and poor institutional development politically, econom-

ically and culturally.  In addition, again speaking about the internal
aspects, Moslems must contend with a clear increase in radical
persuasions among many of the Moslems, especially the youth,
who may have a clear and genuine appetite for advocating for
Islamic causes, and advancing the legitimate aspirations of their
brethren throughout the Moslem World, but nevertheless are falling
into the trap of extremism.  Often this has provided the impetus for
such advocates of radical approaches to meeting the challenges
confronting the Moslem World through the adoption of spontaneous
measures, including the reliance on unorthodox means of violence.
In many cases, this belief that only violence will free the Moslems
from their sorry plight and return them to the days of the Prophet
Mohammed and the Orthodox Caliphs (Peace and blessings of
Allah be upon them all).  This orientation is worthy of praise, if
viewed from a conceptual standpoint (i.e., moral and ethical impli-
cations), but otherwise has been at times interpreted to a rigid inter-
pretation of how Moslems should conduct their lives that is bound
to stall any hopes for real concrete development from a scientific
and social standpoint.  Certainly, Moslems would find it extremely
difficult to face the modern enemies of Islam with a reliance on out-
dated social and political structure, while these enemies have
developed dramatically in so many fields and are able to keep
themselves far ahead of most Moslem states, while the Moslems
are seeking to reestablish outdated systems of government and
management of their political and social affairs.  It is obvious that
such outdated systems could not last beyond the period of history
that launched Islam as a dynamic new world force, which then intro-
duced these systems, and were somewhat effective in helping to
advance the cause of Islam and bring prosperity and strength to the
entire Moslem World that was envied by most of the other compet-
ing cultures.   

Thus, like the Japanese did over 150 years ago, Moslems are
going to have to realize that a more fundamental change of think-
ing must be adopted in seeking to catch up with the advances
mankind have mind, not only scientifically, but socially and in par-
ticular politically as well.  We must not forget that Europe and the
West did the same centuries ago, when realizing that that they are
going to have to adopt what the Moslems have achieved in so
many fields over the Middle Ages, if they are to free themselves
from the feudal system that literally froze most of Europe in the
darkness and misery of an oppressive social structure and exag-
gerated fealty to a Church that insisted that the feudal system pro-
vided the guarantee for maintaining its temporal power over the
Christian constituencies it created by the sheer power of the sword.  

This may mean that some westernization of our cultures may be
called for, especially in the areas of running public affairs and man-
aging the abundant resources that God has endowed the Moslem
countries with.  One only has to look at the sorry state of our politi-
cal affairs and economic conditions to judge that there is an obvi-
ous need for instituting fundamental changes in our systems of gov-
ernment and economic interaction.   The need for such fundamen-
tal changes need necessarily have to be at the cost of our religious
affiliation, and in fact will work to serve the interests of Islam than
any outdated system of public and economic affairs management
that has outlived its effectiveness.  The Taliban example in
Afghanistan has clearly shown that rigid interpretations of Islamic
dogma actually works against the interests of an Islamic state and
leads to miscalculated strategic and tactical approaches that fail
advance the cause of Islam and in fact work against it.

When calling for instituting fundamental changes in our ways of
thinking, this does not mean capitulation to the West by any means.
Moslems are too proud and dignified to believe that to advance
themselves they must relinquish their allegiance to Islam.  Islam is
a dynamic spiritual and social force that is capable of assimilating
with modern culture.  All one has to do is study the history of mod-
ern Western culture to find that most of the developments in this
culture actually emanate from an assimilation of Islamic social doc-
trine, especially in the areas of government and social interaction
that were adapted to suit the less rigid spiritual inclinations that
modernization requires, since the Church basically stood against
any radical changes that limited its authority.  For Moslems the
assimilation to modern culture is made the more easier because
Islam is not dominated by a powerful Church that stands in the way
of people deciding the course that their lives should take freely, as
Islam clearly ordains.  On the contrary, Islam contests the estab-
lishment of any clerical order that stands in the way of guarantee-
ing the freedom and rights of Moslems and others who live in
Islamic domains.  This is why the Taliban model was found to be
ineffective and unsuccessful in harnessing mass public appeal.  We
have already seen some Moslem states show that indeed Moslems
can find their path to modernization and progress and fundamental
social and political development.  Two prime examples are to be
found in Malaysia and Iran.  While the latter may be viewed erro-
neously by the West as a threat, the fact of the matter is that Iranʼs
revolution has provided a successful approach to economic and
social development with a government that is transparent and dem-
ocratic, and an achiever of great strides in several areas of devel-
opment.  Just look at the Human Development reports and the sig-
nificant improvement in the economic and social development indi-
cators of Iran and compare them to those of most Moslem states
including the oil rich states. 

WWords of ords of WWisdomisdom

AAfew months ago, Abdulkareem Al-
Khaiwani was an outspoken and popular
writer. He was the Editor-in-Chief of Al-
Shoura Newspaper, one of the prominent
opposition papers. Today, he is an isolated

individual in a small dark cell at the Central Prison of
Sana’a, almost forgotten by everyone in the country and
the world. 

He feels let down by the local and international com-
munities and friends in Yemen and abroad. If I didn’t
know Al-Khaiwani personally, I would have also thought
that he would regret being a journalist from the start.

To remind him that some friends still think about him,
I and some of his journalist friends visited him at prison,
where he was thrown into for nothing but revealing his
opinion and supporting a view that is probably approved
by many other Yemenis.

Having been in prison for around two months, we felt
that he needed our support and moral encouragement.
Our objective from the visit was to comfort him and
express solidarity and encouragement, because we all
felt his case was dealt with unjustly, especially as he was
deprived of fundamental right of a lawyer during his
trial. We also wanted to ensure that his conditions are
acceptable and that he was no longer assaulted as hap-
pened a few weeks ago.

As we arrived to the main gate, we were exposed to
soldiers who were waving their sticks inhumanely to say
‘stay in line’ to the visitors. We seemed to be the only
ones in suits and wearing glasses.

“Hey, you with the glasses!” a soldier whispered to
me.

“If you want some assistance to get you in, I’m ready
if you have what is needed.” He told me. I realized that
the corrupt soldier wanted to get some cash to allow me
into prison, but knowing that it is my right any way, espe-
cially as we arrived during the visiting period, I ignored
the guy.

When we arrived to the entrance, one of the journalists
with me said to the soldier, “Why do you use this stick!
Can’t you be more polite?” then I realized it was an invi-
tation for trouble, as the soldier came to the journalist
and asked “Who do you think you are, you little ***”
Then I advised my friend to cool down as I realized that
this dispute will only hinder our attempt to get into
prison. He swallowed the humiliation and kept silent
despite the harassment.

Later on, we were told that we cannot visit because the
there were no more visiting cards. We asked how this
could be as the visiting period is still not over. But when
we noticed that others were getting in easily even with-
out cards, we questioned again the reason. Then they said
that journalists were not allowed in.

We were shocked. Then we said we are merely visiting
as friends and regular citizens, and we are not there to
report on anything. After all, we were not allowed to
enter with any cameras, recorders, papers, and even pens.
Then after a give and take, we realized that it was a mat-
ter of money, we insisted on going in by saying that this
was our legal right and there is no such regulation to pre-
vent any citizen from entering.

Later on, we were able to convince the men inside to
allow us in so they gave us the cards and were on our
way into the prison to see Al-Khaiwani.

Suddenly an angry and outraged tall man came out
screaming, “No visits! No visits for journalists, no visits
for Al-Khaiwani!”

We were surprised as to this reaction. We ignored him
and continued our way and when we arrived to the inner
gate, we found another soldier taking the visiting cards
and tearing them apart and saying that visits are forbid-
den.

Being offended by such action we demanded to talk to
the prison’s manager. We later were disappointed to
know that the man who was screaming to prevent visits
was the manager himself. We approached him in an
attempt to know why he prevented us from getting in, not
only did he refuse to even talk, he actually pushed us
towards the gate saying, “Get out!”. 

We thought that if this is the person heading the prison,
and if this is the way they treat journalists visiting a
friend, and if this is the way soldiers look at journalists,
then Al-Khaiwani must be facing hell inside. The syndi-
cate issued an immediate press release about the incident,
and expected some reaction.

But to sum it all up and show how we felt inside at that
moment, I can only repeat the phrase said by one of the
soldiers, who said, “Great, write about us, let the world
know what we did to you. I’d love to have my name in
the article personally. It is a great delight to treat you the
way we did, and in fact, if you think you’ll make any dif-
ference, then you are living in an illusion”.

That phrase is what made me realize that perhaps we
are going back to military rule era where journalists and
intellects are disrespected and it all falls to military might
and domination. Are we returning to the stage we thought
we had abandoned after unity in 1990 and the establish-
ment of democracy? What about the last 14 years of
democratic progress. Was it all a fantasy or a dream that
we had to awake from?

If the answer is “yes”, perhaps it is time for me and all
other Yemeni journalists to look for
another job. The Editor

It wont be easy, but
Moslems can do it

Yemeni journalists
humiliated

The rate of population growth is an
extremely vital factor in the ability of the
country to successfully develop. It is
imperative that the government, Non
government organizations, the media,
educationists, and intellectuals join hands to
make it clear to families that a large number
of children is a burden which neither the
parents nor the society can handle

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Poland-Yemen relations
can be enhanced

IIam so pleased to know,
that Poland and Yemen

begin to know and to under-
stand each other.

In these days of fast com-
munication we are no longer
so far away, as we once
were.

I am trying to find out
more about your interesting
country with such a long his-
tory.

I am hoping to come
across some clear pictures of
the sights of interest. We in
the North know so little
about your fauna and flora,
about the change of seasons.
Do you have autumn when
trees become yellow and red
or brown and then loose their
leaves altogether? Do you
have winter when nature is
dormant awaiting the com-
ing back to life in the spring-

time?
What are the coldest tem-

peratures that you ever expe-
rience and what are the
hottest days? Do you get
sand storms and if you do
how do you cope with them?

Does your country wel-
come young students, tourist
from Europe who would like
to come on holiday to get to
know your ancient country?
Or do you prefer to keep
yourselves to yourselves and
the life of the European
tourist could be in danger,
from people who do not wel-
come visitors?

I wonder how many of
your readers know where
Poland is? Do they know
about our capital city
Warsaw, with the most beau-
tiful Lazienki Park and piano
concerts by the monument of
the Chopin, with the audi-
ence basking in the sun

amongst the roses? Have
they ever heard about the
historic ex-capital Cracow,
which was invaded by the
tartars of Gegis Khan Army
a long time ago?

Have they ever heard of
Tatra Mountains with the
wealth of natural beauty:
waterfalls, fast flowing
rivers and alpine strawber-
ries and bear reserve?

Have they ever heard of
Bialowieza Forest with the
wild bison being protected
for the Earth? Can they
understand how lovely it can
be to walk in the Polish for-
est and rest on the green car-
pet of mosses and forest
plants? Can they imagine the
Polish village with flowers
covered meadows and the
fragrant air around?

It would seem to me, that
while we all inhabit this ever
shrinking planet Earth there

is so much we still do not
understand about other
countries and cultures,
which developed in different
climates and varied condi-
tions.

I wonder what are the
issues, which the Yemeni
people regard as pressing at
the moment?

What are their major
hopes and aspirations?

Perhaps you could do us a
favour and include on your
web site a tourist informa-
tion section with the photos
of the places you are most
proud of and the trees and
flowers, which are found in
your country but not in the
North?  Then people like me
who can not come and see it
but would very much like to,
can appreciate the beauty of
your land from afar.

Irena Little
i.little1@ntlworld. com

Letters to the Editor

BY IBRAHIM ISHAL
xaraf45@hotmail.com
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

SSomaliland has been once a
peaceful country before unity
with the south, and has
enjoyed a unique character as
an individual state for cen-

turies. It is rather important to mention
that Somaliland people have their own
characteristics and identity, and wish to
maintain it peacefully.

The recent statement by the British
Minister for African affairs, Mr Chris
Mullin saying that Somaliland will not
be forgotten is indeed quite refreshing
and promising for Somaliland people in
the country and abroad. His address to
the two houses of Somaliland
Parliament, Guurti and Wakiiladda last
week, was the first of a British Minister
to be given in Somaliland; and assured
Somaliland people that the aim of his
visit was to reassure the Somaliland peo-
ple that whatever the outcome of

Mbaghati Conference, Somaliland will
not be left alone facing the possibility of
being pushed against its will, into a
forced marriage with the South”.

I am convinced that this step will help
the world realize that no unity can be
achieved against the will of the peoples
of the two countries. After all, unity
should be a means to achieve a better
future for both countries, but if it is seen
as an obstacle to a peaceful future, it is
wiser not to have it at all.

Ironically, Yemen’s experience is quite
similar in that the people of the country
where the ones who decided whether
their countries should be united or not.
The blessed unity of former South and
North Yemen was achieved because both
the people former north and south
republics longed to unify and wanted it
with their hearts and souls. 

This is in my opinion a validation for
our cause because such a strong belief in
Yemenis did not materialize in
Somaliland and Somalia because of sev-
eral reasons. So the example of Yemen is

in fact another evidence that unity cannot
be achieved unless the peoples of the two
uniting countries want it to happen. That
is why Yemen’s unity was a success, and
it is the same reason why Somaliland’s
status as an independent state is essen-
tial.

The international community is slow-
ly realizing that independence of
Somaliland is going to have better results
on the future of both Somaliland and
Somalia because it would maintain the
peace of mind of Somaliland people,
who are now starting to build their
nation, which is by far much more peace-
ful and well-established than used to be.

Today, we are witnessing a new begin-
ning for a future of a state that would
serve as a positive contributor to the
development of Africa as a whole, and I
believe Ministers around the world,
should indeed take Mr. Mullin as an
example to try to make Somaliland peo-
ple convinced that their future is in their
hand, and that their future is God willing,
prosperous.

Forcing unity isn’t a good idea

Somaliland wants to
live in peace … again
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BY PROF. DR. ABDULAZIZ AL-TARB
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

RRegardless of the power of
the financial measurements
adopted against corruption,
there won’t be results unless
the community restores its

belief in a moral system without greed for
power and money.

If we consider the president’s speech is
a practicalway, I see the necessity for fol-
lowing it with a number of procedures
such as transferring the files of corruption
to prosecution and judiciary or sacking a
group of officials from civil, military and
security positions.

There are three other dimensions that
should be studied:

The first of these dimensions is making
a proper economic and monetary policy
to achieve the required balance between
prices and salaries especially in the gov-
ernmental sector. 

The great gap between the real prices
and the salaries and payments are basi-
cally responsible for the weak morale of
the government’s officers, and the offi-
cers in security systems. As soon as this
happens, corruption occurs in the whole
society. The inflation and the gap found
the state monetary crisis and its deficien-
cy to collect the taxes in order to have the
balanced expenses on its inflated system.
Therefore it is important to control the
government system and determine
salaries, for the sake of controlling cor-
ruption. 

The second dimension is the state inde-
pendence and its integrity in implement-
ing legislations, which are enough for
controlling the general development of
the society. That is to achieve competition

in the internal and external markets. 
This system is like any other economi-

cal or social system that’s based on peo-
ple who have joint interests. This system
may confront with the general abstract
laws of economy especially what is relat-
ed to the construction operations. 

Most of the events of corruption in the
Arab world and in the world occur in this
sector. This thing happens in limited
cases as a result of the absence or lack of
legislations that oppose corruption and
ensure the integrity of competition and
the impartiality of state system with com-
petitors. In many other cases, the legisla-
tions may be satisfactory in their state-
ments but practically they are not applied
because the state officials don’t have
integrity for the reasons having been
mentioned above. 

The state can’t legislate laws that are
required, such as fighting monopoly, pro-
tecting the consumer, bribery punish-
ment, and negligence of doing the public
duties unless it is independence. That
means separating between authorities and
being freed from family-based method of
ruling and preventing the public employ-
ees to do commercial and financial
works.

In addition, these authorities should be
founded according to the public satisfac-
tion. They should be elected in a pure
election that depends on honest competi-
tion between political programs not brib-
ing citizens to have their votes at the
expense of the public interest and
power’s integrity. 

The third dimension is concerned with
the strategy of economical reform and the
limitations of this kind of reforms that’s
based on the transfer from the public pro-
priety to the private propriety and from

the directed economy to the market econ-
omy. 

The first step of transfer leads to a class
of beneficiaries that have interests in pre-
venting new members to enter the mar-
ket. This leads to quitting the transfer and
reform at a vague stage that has many
conflicting systems. It leads also to a vari-
ety of prices especially in the field of
exchanging currencies, banking in the
world and preparations for privatization
and necessary legislation of market laws
works. Then corruption becomes the only
law of transfer process. 

Moral dimension 
This is the prevailing dimension in the

theory of war on corruption and it is relat-
ed to the moral aspect of any society in
general and to fighting greed in particu-
lar. Regardless of the strength of the
material procedures adopted in war
against corruption, there will not be an
actual positive outcome unless the socie-
ty restores faith in a moral system that’s
based on setting up limitations to the lust
for money, authority and other materialis-
tic desires.

The problem is that how it will be able
to restore these principles in many cases.
This thing requires big revolutions that
lead to melt the society in terms of mind,
soul, and body redistributing belief in
these principles. In other cases it
demands peaceful transfer to the actual
democracy, transparency rules, and the
immediate accountancy. In some condi-
tions, it needs leaders of different kind
with a high level of strength, firmness,
and care besides recreating the noble
moral principles of Islam in brining up
generation.

Shall we start? Or wait for the
unknown to reform by itself? 

Why wait?

Reform and
fighting corruption
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II n a move aimed develop bilat-
eral relations, The Yemeni
Chambers of Commerce has
agreed with the center for
Commercial Arbitration of the

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) on
activating the joint protocol signed by
the Yemeni Center for Arbitration and
the Gulf Commercial Arbitration
Center.

The agreement will result in more
exchange of information and partici-
pation in workshops of work and
training and other areas of coopera-

tion. 
The original joint protocol was

signed by the two parties in 1998. 
The agreement came in a meeting

between director-general of the
Yemeni Chambers of Commerce
Khalid Ahmed Afif and the secretary-
general of the Gulf center for
Arbitration Dr Nasser al-Zaid held in
Salala, Oman recently. 

The Gulf side to the talks
announced it had found an under-
standing from the Yemeni side about
the importance of activating the pro-
tocol and setting up a mechanism for
its development. 

The protocol includes six items.
The first item stipulates the two par-
ties’ cooperation for rendering the
commercial arbitration a means for

settling disputes resulting from inter-
national trade deals, in conviction by
the two sides that resorting to arbitra-
tion through speedy, fair and econom-
ic measures would grant trust and sta-
bility to international trade.
According to this article the two sides
would work for encouraging the
broader use of arbitration under their
auspices by means of lectures, confer-
ences, symposiums and other avail-
able means. 

The second article of the protocol
stipulated that the other party should
offer administrative services and
facilities and take steps wanted from
it regarding procedures of arbitration,
while the second party asking for
those facilities would bear expenses
and costs entailed by those facilities

and services.
As for Article 3 of the protocol,

there would be an exchange of publi-
cations, rules and regulations relevant
to the two centers’ activities, as well
as exchange of visits to be acquainted
with each other’s experiences. The
fourth article stipulates that the party
organizing conferences or sympo-
siums connected to issues of reconcil-
iation and arbitration or those related
to trade, banking and financial dis-
putes, or disputes concerning invest-
ment, would ask the other side to take
part in those events.

As part of endeavours aimed to
develop cooperation between the two
centers, the Yemeni center is interest-
ed in benefiting from courses and
symposiums held by the Gulf Center. 

In this regard the fifth article men-
tions that the two sides should coordi-
nate for conducting necessary proce-
dures for each activity separately pro-
vided that the Yemeni center would
bear the cost of travel and residence
of Yemeni trainees and the Yemeni
center shall be informed on dates of
those activities programs. 

The sixth article of the protocol
says the two parties have agreed to
hold consultations between the two
centers for coordination and unifica-
tion of their vision versus what occur
in the Arab and international confer-
ences. 

For this end, Yemen has embarked
on revising a number of policies
aimed at preparation for the adoption
of the system of unified qualifications

and tests approved by the GCC coun-
tries in order to enter with them in a
unified working policy. 

The ministry of social affairs and
labour would reconsider the situation
of the labour market in Yemen in
cooperation with the International
Labour Organization to activate the
national strategy for employment that
has recently been held in Sana’a.

Yemen, GCC cooperate in commercial arbitration

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

AAn official report indicat-
ed that the Yemen pay-
ment balance achieved a
US$122.5 million sur-
plus (2 per cent of the

gross domestic production) in the first
half of the year 2004, while it was US
$299 million (5 per cent of the gross
domestic production) in the same peri-
od of the last year 2003.

The report ascribed the surplus to in
the payment balance to the flow in the
current account that reached $123 mil-
lion in the first half of this year com-
paring with the $112 million of the
same period of the last year. A 2 per
cent surplus in the current account was

achieved in the gross domestic produc-
tion in the first six months of this year.
It is nearly the same average registered
in the same period of the last year. 

On one hand, there’s a $164 million
surplus in the commercial balance in
the first half of 2003 and $ 287 millions
in the first half of this year and, on the
other, the net current remittances
receivables, governmental and non
governmental, raised by 3 per cent. The
deficit in the services balance
increased by 8 per cent during the same
period as a result of the rise in trans-
portations, insurance and constructions
payments. 

The report of Central Bank of Yemen
pointed out that the deficit in the
income account made a 3 per cent rise

reflecting the increase in the payment
of the direct foreign investment rev-
enues and the decrease of the other
investments’ revenues. The capital
account was transferred from a $118
million surplus in the first half of 2003
to a $45 million deficit in the same
period of 2004. That’s basically the
outcome of the rise in the commit-
ments of paying the loans’ installments
and the increase of the oil commercial
facilities that are presented in a short
termed way. 

The payments balance achieved a
$335 million rise (3 per cent of the
gross domestic production) in 2003
though the international conditions
were suitable to bring about big rise
because of the high oil prices that were

influenced by the American occupation
of Iraq. But it is noticeable that the sur-
plus in the last year in less that those of
the previous years. 

According to the report of the eco-
nomical expectations and studies sec-
tor in the ministry of planning and
international cooperation, the surplus
in the payment balance is getting worse
every year. Instead of $1.4 billion in
2000, it became $653 billion in 2001,
597 billion in 2002 5.8 per cent of the
gross domestic production), and 335
billion in 2003. The report stated that
the decrease of the surplus in a number
of the balances that are related to it,
which are the commercial balance and
the current account besides the effect
of the big rises in the transportations,

insurance fees of the goods that arrive
in the Yemeni ports on the services bal-
ance.     

There are a number of factors that
contribute to deteriorating the surplus
in the payment balance and its compo-
nents: relying on importing to satisfy
the local demand for the majority of
goods and services, the weak economy
to export, the international rise of the
consumption goods and the increase in
the revenues of the oil companies
working in Yemen the are transferred
abroad. 

The report that was issued in the
middle of the five-year plan (2001-
2005) indicated the effect of the fre-
quent lowering of the real gross domes-
tic production on increasing the

income in making the policy of free
trade on the economic condition. The
rise in oil prices is the main factor for
the deficit. Besides that, the transfers of
companies from and to Yemen as well
as the interests of these transfers have
an effect on the payment balance. This
is what makes us induce that the factors
having an external dimension control
the state of the payment balance. As a
result of that the national economy
becomes highly sensitive for the exter-
nal changes making it negatively influ-
ence the sustainability of development.
These indications confirmed the suc-
cess of the Yemen economical reforms
and the monetary policies they are fol-
lowed by the government in spite of the
challenges it faces.

Budget for January to June 2004
Yemenʼs payment balance achieves surplus

Exchange Rate for
the Yemeni Rial 

Source: Central Bank of Yemen

US Dollar 184.9200 185.1400
Sterling Pound 338.1100 338.5100
Euro 233.2900 233.5600
Saudi Rial 49.3100 49.3700
Kuwaiti Dinar 627.4900 628.2300
UAE Dirhem 50.3500 50.4100
Egyptian Pound 29.6200 29.6600
Bahraini Dinar 490.5000 491.0800
Qatari Rial 50.8000 50.8600
Jordanian Dinar 260.8200 261.1300
Omani Rial 480.3400 480.9100
Swiss Franc 151.8700 152.0500
Swedish Crown 25.7000 25.7400
Japanese Yen 1.7194 1.7214

Currency Buying Selling

Letter of invitation for Pre-qualification
The Ministry of Public Health and Population in Sanaʼa is seeking assistance for

the following task to be funded by the German Financial Cooperation with Yemen.

Data of Publication: 2.11.2004
Country: Yemen
Project: Productive Health and support to Basic Health Services
Subcomponent: Social marketing Program of Contraceptive through the Private Sector.
Project-executing Agency: Ministry of Public Health and Population, Sanaʼa
Finance: Federal Republic of Germany through KFW
Object: Pre-qualification for consulting services for a Social Marketing Program of contraceptives

through the private sector in Yemen.
Bidders: The pre-qualification documents must give a clear picture of the consultants general and

financial capacities and of his experience. The documents will show his sector specific and
regional Know-How and adequate staffing. The process of selection and awarding of
contracts for consulting services is based on KFWʼs Guidelines for the Assignment of
Consultants in German Financial cooperation from June 2004, available on the KFW web
page www.KFW.de: Development Cooperation/Information for industry/ Business
opportunities/ Tenders for consulting services / Guidelines for the Assignment of
consultants in German Financial cooperation.
Joint Ventures between consulting firms are allowed.
For purposes of pre-qualification details have to be submitted in respect f both the
international consultant and the Yemeni counterpart structure as defined below.

Submission Requirements: Applications with the following information and documentation are requested:
• Corporate profile and status (international consultant and Yemeni counterpart)
• Evidence of financial resources i.e. balance sheets and profit and loss accounts for the

last three years, confirmation of guarantee line given by companyʼs bank (International
consultant only: for Yemeni counterparts this will be required at tender stage).

• Declaration of undertaking (Appendix 1 of KFWʼs Guidelines for the Assignment of
Consultants under German Financial Cooperation. This can be found on the KFW
website: http://www.KFW.de

• Relevant references from the last 10 years demonstrating technical qualifications and
experience in similar surroundings and countries.

• If a cooperation with other entities is planned, relevant declaration of intent specifying
the leading entity.

• Biographical data on long-term consultant envisaged to undertake assignment as well
as back-up services from the home office; specifically competence in social marketing
activities needs to be documented.

Please note: applications shall be as brief as possible, yet as comprehensive as
necessary. They shall be well-structured and project-specific. Submissions with irrelevant
or unspecific data and which are overly voluminous shall be penalized during evaluation.

Addresses:
Ministry of Public Health and Population KFW Entwlcklungsbank
Deputy Minister of Planning and Development Attn: Mrs. Francisca Vongviyavit – L II c3
Deputy Minister of Population and reproductive Health Postfach 11 11 41
P. O. Box 299 60046 Frankfurt am Main
Sanaʼa, Republic of Yemen Fax: 0049 (69) 7431-3279

Email: Francisca.Vongviyavit@KFW.de

Submission date: The pre-qualification documents (hard copy in English language) will have to be received
by the MPHP at the above address (original and 1 copy) no later than 12.12.2004. All
application are to be placed in a sealed envelope and clearly marked “Application to Pre-
qualify for the German Financial Cooperation social Marketing Program of contraceptives
through the private Sector”. The bidder will simultaneously send 1 origin and 1 copy of the
pre-qualification documents to KFW, Frankfurt.

Further information: Please refer to MPHP or KFW asking for the prequalification information on the said
program.

VACANCY
Monitoring and Evaluation / Information System Specialist (MISS)

for the Basic Education Development Program
(IDA Credits & Multi-Donors Trust Funds)

The Basic Education Development Project (BEDP) at the Ministry of Education (MOE) seeks applicants for the
position of Monitoring and Evaluation / Information System Specialist. The BEDP plans to establish an EMIS that will
provide MOE and BEDP with an effective information system for the formulation of policy and the management of
planned education change and strengthen managerial capability at all levels by improving communication that facilitate
decision making. Under the general direction of the Project Director, the MISS will work closely with the BEDP & MOE
staff to make sure that the EMIS is operational and efficient to better serve the strategic management purpose of the
Yemen Education System. In addition, he/she will be responsible for establishing a Monitoring & MIS unit at the BEDP,
designing, installing and administering the office network, specifically, he/she will:

• Design the BEDP –MIS hardware network system;
• Carry out the installation , configuration of updated software and formulating information of necessary user training

plan;
• Select the MIS platform ( database and programming language) ; 
• Assess other software requirements of the BEDP staff (word-processing, electronic spreadsheets, visual

presentation, drawings...etc);
• Work closely with MOE to make sure that the EMIS is operational and efficient to better serve the strategic

management purpose of the Yemeni education system; 
• Determine the organization of the Monitoring & MIS unit;
• Prepare documentation to acquire the necessary hardware , database software, and specific software applications;
• Work closely with end users in establishing a computerized suitable system; 
• Identify and implement IM practices that enhance cooperation between all  departments and ensure optimum use

of information technology communication system; 
• Manage the construction of BEDP Web site and internal e-mails, and ensure that the information contained in the

Web site is updated regularly; 
• Advise the management on IT strategies, develop office IT plan on program and implementation;
• Identify staff training needs and prepare an annual plan of staff training on application and information topics; 
• Maintain the project data base and update the monitoring data;
• Contribute to the progress report;

Qualification:
- Advanced University Degree in Computer sciences, software engineering, IT or equivalent degree; 
- At least five years experience in IT position;
- Experience in using friendly report generator; 
- Knowledge of Web site design and development; 
- Experience in hardware installation (networks, servers and working stations);
- Good knowledge of English and Arabic languages.

All applications along with a detailed resume and supporting documents should be submitted by  Wednesday, November
10,2004, at the following address:

Basic Education Development Project 
Nouakchott  St. South of the Supreme Commission of Elections and Referendum
Tel.: 200472/470271 

BY MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF
mkmaly@yahoo.com
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TThe Al-Rawdhah Grand
Mosque was built by Ahmed
bin Imam Al-Qassem bin
Mohammed who lived from
1007-1066 Hejri. He was

known as Abu Taleb from whom descend
the clan of Abu Taleb now dwelling in Al-
Rawdhah.

The mosque is located in the center of
the town. Work started on it in 1044 Hejri
and was finished in 1049.

Mosque planning: The mosque forms a
rectangle extending from the south to the
north. It has three doors in its western
wall, three in the southern, and one in the
eastern. A yard lies to the south adjacent to

the bathrooms. In the southern corner
does the minaret stand beside which there
are two tomb-enshrining halls. 

The mosque building contains four
wings and a prayer yard in the center
accessible from different directions. The
southern yard has no doors, however. 

The northern wing (the kibla wing-
prayer house):

This wing is rectangular in shape. It
contains columns connected by arches.
The columns are cylindrical and multifac-
eted. Some of them have lotus-shaped
crowns and others are multifaceted. In the
middle of the kibla wall, there is the imam
mihrab, and a pointed arch overhead sup-
ported by two decorated columns. Each of
them has a crown. The arches have repeat-
ed hexagonal patterns on them. The lower
parts of the mihrab threshold are covered
with floral shapes.

The kibla wing has three doors opening
into the prayer yard, and Ottoman style
arches stretch over the doors. 

The wings:
The eastern wing contains a row of

seven columns carrying pointed arches
that meet vertically with the kibla wall.
On the eastern side of the wall, a door
leads out of the mosque and another into
the library. A southern door leads into the
prayer yard.

The western wing resembles the eastern
wing. However, its western side has sev-
eral doors leading out of the mosque as
well as four windows.

The southern wing consists of eight
columns carrying pointed arches that go in
parallel to the kibla wall. There are three
doors in its southern wall leading into the
eastern wing and two others into the west-
ern wing. Ion the middle of the southern
wing, there is a decorated mihrab. The
wing’s southern wall opens three doors
onto the yard.

The minaret is located in the southwest-
ern corner. It collapsed sixty years ago and
was rebuilt in 1343 Hejri. The minaret has
a large square stone base. There is a door
leading up the minaret. The minaret is
mainly built of baked bricks decorated
with a multitude of floral patterns.

Current condition:
Al-Rawdhah is a small town and enjoys

many tourist potentials. It is surrounded
by gardens and vine farms. It features two
distinctive types of Yemeni architecture:

The first one is consisted in buildings,
forts and walls which are made up of clay
mixed with hay. The second covers
palaces, and buildings dating back to early

20th century. They are made up of well-
shaped stones.

However, the most important landmark
of Al-Rawdhah is the Grand Mosque
which is still in a good condition.

Al-Abbas Mosque
Located in Asnaf, Khawlan district, it

is 20 kilometers to the southerast of
Sana’a, exactly two kilometers to the
south of Asnaf village.

The mosque dates back to the 6th Hejri
century. Being also a shrine, the mosque is
named after an Abbas whose identity
could not be detected in books of history
and biographies. 

His name is also not written in the
inscriptions on the mosque’s interior. the
inscription tells us that the mosque was
ordered to be built by Sultan Mosa bin
Mohammed Al-Ati who himself is not
mentioned in history books. 

The inscription tells us also that the roof

of the mosque was finished in 519 Hejri,
that is, under the reign of the Sulaihi State,
namely under Queen Arwa bint Ahmed.
At that time, many powers were sharing
the rule of Yemen. 

Therefore, Dr. Ali Saif speculates that
Sultan Mosa could not proclaim himself a
king, the fact which prevented his name
from being recorded in books. Mosa
might have also been just a sheikh in the
area who called himself Sultan. 

The mosque was dedicated to the
sheikh Abbas who was buried inside. As
we said, no more information is known
about Abbas, yet locals retell a mythical
story of the building of the mosque. 

The story says: “There was a man
named Abbas. He traveled to Makka for
pilgrimage where he found a purse full of
gold coins. He searched for its owner for a
whole year but in vain. 

He traveled to Makka three times to
search for the man. In the fourth time, he
found him. He was an Indian, but Abbas
had spent part of the money. The Indian
man wanted to check the integrity of
Abbas. He asked him to pull out a tooth of
his in compensation for the spent money.
Abbas did that. 

The Indian put the tooth in the purse,
and, before he left, gave Abbas the fol-
lowing advice: Don’t hasten, don’t be
lazy, don’t be stingy.

Then Abbas wanted to return to Yemen.
He embarked onboard a ship which was
drifted to India. He got off and was enter-
tained as a guest by a beautiful young
Indian woman. She was searching for an
honest man to marry him, following her
father’s advice. 

She admired Abbas and wanted also to
check his honesty. She produced a purse
the same as the Indian’s. he related the
story of to the girl. She told him that he
was the one her father had recommended
her to marry. Then, they married and
returned to Yemen. 

On their way, the group of travelers
stopped, but he remembered the man’s
advice: “Don’t be lazy.” He with his wife
went on and they encountered highway-
men. He remembered the man’s advice:
“Don’t be stingy.” So, he gave them the
money they wanted. Arriving in the vil-
lage, he found that his first wife was sleep-
ing beside a person. He could not recog-
nize that it was his son. He intended to kill
her, but again he remembered the man’s
advice: “Don’t hasten.”

Abbas built the mosque with the money
he got from his Indian wife and devoted

himself to worshipping God. Many peo-
ple visited him, seeking knowledge. 

Description of the mosque:
It is rectangular in shape (7025 meters

long and 6030 meters wide). It has two
entrances in the western and southern
walls. Each entrance is rectangular in
shape and has a stone bridge over it. Small
pointed arches are seen above the
entrances. In the middle of the arch there
are windows with decorations around.
Two steps lead up to the wooden-door
entrance of the mosque. There are four
windows in the eastern wall to ventilate
the mosque and allow sunshine in. 

The stones of the mosque had been
used in building a pre-Islamic temple.
This is evident by the inscriptions on the
stones, which reveal that the ancient
building was a temple for one of the
Yemeni deities. The lower portion of the
mosque is built with huge finely-chiseled
stone blocks. A mixture of plaster and
noorah was used for cementing the stones.
The upper portion is built of baked bricks.

Prominent pieces sticks at the roof.
Each has five teeth varying in length.
They provide ornaments for the mosque.
They are modelled after architectuarl ele-
ments popular during the Fatimi State, in
Egypt.

The gutters are made of plaster and
noorah so as to drain rainwater without
damaging the internal decoration of the
mosque. 

The mosque is entered by two doors.
The interior is a rectangular hall (6.25
meters long and 5.30 meters wide). It con-
tains three rows of columns each of which
contains two. This planning is characteris-
tic of small mosques which are unlike the
Prophet’s Mosque that contains wings
surrounding a yard.

The bricklayer made use of the bricks
and columns of the temple. There are
cylindrical and multifaceted columns
which have differently-shaped crowns.
The columns and crowns resemble those
found in temples in Mareb and Jawf
provinces. The columns-without arches-
support the ceiling. Wood posts horizon-
tally link the columns to each other and to
the walls forming square areas decorated
with manifold patterns.

The mihrab:
The northern wall (kibla wall) has a

rectangular mihrab in the middle. It con-
sists of tow sections: the inner one has
small decorated haniah over which there
is a pointed arch supported by two
columns; the outer section contains also a
decorated haniah. There are two columns
on both sides with rectangular crowns. A
verse from the Holy Quraan covers the
mihrab edge written in kufi calligraphy. A
strap of decoration runs along it. The
craftsmen have signed their names. 

The tomb: it is located in the south-
eastern corner of the mosque close to the
southern entrance. When you enter the
mosque, it is on your right hand. It is 1.75
meters long, 1.25 meters wide, and 25
centimeters high. The tomb is marked by
crowns of ancient columns so that people
know its location and do not tread or pray
on it.

The walls of the mosque are 5 meters
high. Up on the walls, there are about 15
straps of decorations in the form of
inscriptions and floral patterns.

The Ceiling: Perhaps the most fasci-
nating part of the mosque is its ceiling
which is made of wood with floral engrav-
ings in it. They are pointed with different
colors especially gold. A French team
worked on maintaining the ceiling for
about 12 years, and finished the task in
1997.

Thula Grand Mosque
It dates back to an early period in the

Islamic history. The date is not accurate
because of the additions to the original
building. The walls of the mosque and its
annexes are indistinguishably mixed. 

The mosque lies on a high hill in the
town center. It is accessible through a
climbing path. Its southern side opens
onto a spacious yard. To the west, there is
a rectangular hall with tow semicircular
arches serving as entrances. The southern
entrance is decorated with a big pentago-
nal artificial leaf over which there is a cir-
cular opening. The hall might have origi-
nally formed a construction unit within
the main body of the mosque. It might
have been used for teaching. Some pieces

of writing on its
walls add impor-
tance to the hall.
They include verses
form the Holy
Quraan, the founda-
tion statement, and
poetic verses. The
foundation state-
ment indicates that
the mosque was
completed in 797
Hejri.

The front of the
mosque faces the
southern plain

aspect of the aforementioned yard. In the
middle, there is the main entrance of the
mosque on line with the mihrab. There is
another entrance on the western side. The
interior of the mosque reveals old and new
mixtures of architecture. Confusion is
apparent in its components.

The mosque is rectangular n shape. It is
28 meters long and 20 meters wide. It con-
tains rows of columns carrying semicircu-
lar and pointed arches. This area can be
divided into two halves: 

The northern and southern sections
The northern section has a length of

18.90 meters from the east to the west.
The arches between columns are in paral-
lel to the kibla wall except for a few of
them. The number of columns in the first
three rows towards the kibla are five each.
The fourth row however comprises seven

columns while the last one four columns
beside a thick wall. The difference in the
column number is due to changes to the
mosque.

The kibla wall has a mihrab in the mid-
dle with an arch and inscriptions above.
Two circles in the form of multifaceted
flowers are impressed on the arch. The
mihrab is surrounded by verses from the
Holy Quraan with floral decorations as a
background. This section of the mosque
may date back to the eighth Hejri century.

The southern section stretches from the
east to the west. It can be divided into two
units.

1-The Eastern unit is an extension of
the northern section  and seems to be a
later addition to the mosque. The semicir-
cular arches are pointed and in parallel
with the kibla wall. It has a wooden ceil-

ing that was renewed recently. 
2-The western unit forms a self-con-

tained small mosque within the overall
structure. It dates back to the Ottoman
reign. Its columns are closer to each other
carrying pointed arches. The roof has
small domes and a big one in the middle.
This mosque is characterized by calli-
graphic inscriptions as well as plaster geo-
metrical and floral patterns. They repre-
sent an appreciable artistic work.
Decorative elements are seen on domes.
This mosque has a small mihrab.

The minaret is situated to the south-
west. It is a new cylindrical minaret with a
body getting narrower as we climb ending
in a pointed conical peak. The bathrooms
are on the southern side and reached
through a small door on the western side.
of the mosque’s southern wall.

Many are hundreds of years old

The glory of Yemen mosques
BY ISMAIL AL-GHABRI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Mosque al-Abbasa

VACANCY
Accountants For the Basic Education Development Project

(IDA Credits & Multi-Donors Trust Funds)

The IDA and Multi-Donors financed Basic Education Development Project seeks
applicants for the positions of two accountants to assist the Financial Officer in the
Project financial matters.

The accountants would: 

fi Prepare  the withdrawal applications, claims, and related governmental letters 
fi Record transactions in the computerized accounting system of the financial activ-
ities of the Project:-

- Maintain the petty cash.
- Make the necessary vouchers and receipts for all deposits and withdrawal to and from the

credit , and record them in the predefined chart of accounts in the  system.
- Make a monthly replenishment of the S/A and maintain the necessary control  registers for

all procured civil works, goods, & technical assistance.
- Follow- up with related ministries and the Central Bank of Yemen.
- Make a monthly reconciliation of the special account and other current accounts(if

any),make a necessary adjustments and monthly closing entries
- Make sure that all bank statements, withdrawal applications, claims, correspondence are

properly filed and easily accessible once required. 

Qualifications:
- A minimum of Bachelor’s degree in Accounting.
- Minimum of 3 years of professional experience in accounting. 
- Reasonable knowledge of International Accounting Standards.
- Familiarity with the government’s and IDA’s requirement. 
- Experience in the use of accounting softwares.
- Proficiency in both Arabic and English.

All applications along with a detailed resume and copies of supporting documents should be
submitted by Wednesday, November 10,2004, at the following address:

Basic Education Development Project
Nouakchott St. South of the Supreme Commission of Elections and Referndum
Tel:200-472/470-271

AAllah charges everyone
with obeying the
prophets He has sent.
These messengers were
blessed men who abided

by Allah’s commands, communicated
His revelations, represented the human
model most pleasing to Allah by means
of their words and actions, in short by
their whole manner of living. Allah
reveals in the Qur’an that those who
abide by His messengers will be saved.
For that reason, obedience to the
Prophet (saas) is an obligation of the
very greatest importance. 

Allah reveals the importance of
obedience in the Qur’an: 

We sent no messenger except to be
obeyed by Allah’s permission. If only
when they wronged themselves they

had come to you and asked Allah’s
forgiveness and the Messenger had
asked forgiveness for them they would
have found Allah Ever-Returning,

Most Merciful. (Surat an-Nisa’:
64) In several verses of the Qur’an,

Allah states that those who obey His
messengers are in truth obeying Allah.
Those who rebel against these
messengers, on the other hand, rebel
against Allah. 

One of these verses is: Whoever
obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah.
If anyone turns away, we did not send
you to them as their keeper. (Surat an-
Nisa’: 80)

The Prophet (saas) has also stressed
the importance of obedience in the
hadiths:

“Whoever obeys me, obeys Allah,
and whoever disobeys me, disobeys
Allah, and whoever obeys the ruler I
appoint, obeys me, and whoever
disobeys him, disobeys me.” 1 (For
further reading about the attributes of
the Prophet (saas), see “The Prophet
Muhammad (saas)” by Harun Yahya).

NOTES
1- Sahih Bukhari, Book 9, Number
251

The Prophet Muhammed (Saas)
He Who Obeys The Prophet (Saas) Also Obeys Allah

www.evidencesofcreation.com

HARUN YAHYA
www.harunyahya.com
For Harun Yahya books
please visit:
www.globalbook.net
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Let him put out his own fires

Another endorsement for Bush
BY GWYNNE DYER

RRussian President Vladimir
Putin wants George W.
Bush to be reelected,
Osama bin Laden undoubt-
edly wants him to be

reelected, and the head of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council has just
endorsed him for reelection, so it’s hard-
ly surprising that one of my sons has
done the same.  He must remain name-
less, of course, but he has given me per-
mission to quote his exact words on the
subject of Mr Bush’s candidacy:  “He has
sown the wind; let him reap the whirl-
wind.”

This nameless offspring of mine has
never worked for the KGB, planned ter-
rorist attacks or been nominated as a
member of the Axis of Evil, but he does
share with the three gentlemen above a
rather Machiavellian turn of mind.  His
point is that Iraq will go to hell and the
US economy will run into heavy weather
in the next four years no matter who is
president.  Those things are already prac-
tically set in stone—so let the man who
actually caused them carry the can.

There is no way that Iraqi hostility to
the American occupation can be turned
around at this point, and the current out-
break of fiscal irresponsibility in the
US—a huge budget deficit and a huge
trade deficit, amounting to almost half a
trillion dollars each—will certainly result
in a great deal of economic pain and mis-
ery for ordinary Americans in the coming

years.  We all know who got the US into
Iraq and who created the budget deficit,
but the man who is president when mili-
tary defeat and economic crisis can no
longer be denied will bear the political
blame.

The main concern of Nameless was
that a Kerry election victory, followed by
a humiliating scuttle from Iraq and a
crash in the US dollar at home, would
generate a  “Dolchstoss” myth on the
American right.  He was referring to the
alleged  “stab in the back” by the German
left that was used to explain away
Germany’s defeat in the First World War.
(In fact, the left had loyally supported the
war, but had little say in its conduct until,
after Germany’s generals admitted irre-
trievable military defeat on the Western
Front, the government was swiftly hand-
ed over to the Social Democrats so they
could surrender and take the blame.)

The  “Dolchstoss” myth, which denied
that it had been a mistake to start the war
and blamed Germany’s defeat on a fail-
ure of will, poisoned all subsequent
efforts to create a healthy democratic
republic on German soil.  No analogy is
perfect, but similar myths already exist in
US politics.  Many on the American right
still believe that the Vietnam war that
could have been won if only the spineless
traitors of the left had not weakened
American  “resolve”—and they say this
even though President Richard Nixon,
who was elected on a promise to end the
Vietnam war and presided over the whole
latter phase of it, was a Republican.

What could they do with a lost war on a
Democratic president’s watch?

The war in Iraq is unwinnable for the
same reason as the Vietnam war, and all
the other wars of the 50s, 60s and 70s in
which Western armies tried to beat local
resistance movements.  The Western
armies won almost all the battles and
imposed casualties on the insurgents at a
ratio of ten-to-one or even more, but the
locals had an inexhaustible supply of
angry young men who were willing to
die.

The Western occupiers had to contend
with voters at home who could not see
why their children should be killed in far-
away places in wars fought for imperial
power, economic advantage, or obvious-
ly misconceived “strategic” reasons.  As
the casualty toll rose, eventually they
would rebel at the cost of the war and
force the government of the day to bring
the army home. It will happen that way in
Iraq, too—unless Senator John Kerry is
lying and secretly intends to pull
American troops out right away if he is
elected.

That would minimise the humiliation
suffered by the United States, but it
would still be seen by most Americans as
a humiliation, and the Democratic Party
would pay a high price for it politically
unless post-occupation Iraq miraculously
turned into a Middle Eastern
Switzerland.  Staying longer would only
make the eventual humiliation greater, so
Senator Kerry has no good options.
Except, maybe, to lose the election.

My son’s point was that the mess cre-
ated by the last administration cannot be
fixed and forgotten before the 2008 elec-
tion no matter who wins next month—so
why not vote for George W. Bush to
ensure that the blame is pinned on the
right man? That way, there can be no
“stab-in-the-back” legend to haunt the
Democratic Party in years to come, and
to fuel a drive by hard-right radicals fly-
ing the Republican banner to regain the
White House in 2008.

The down-side of this, from a
Democratic point of view, is four more
years out of executive power, a Supreme
Court packed with Bush appointees, and
significant damage to both America’s
reputation and the US economy.  The
negative consequences from Iraq’s point
of view are even bigger: years more of
violence and death before the insurgents
finally drive American troops out, which
would probably do major damage to
Iraqis’ long-term hope of living together
in peace.

It is Hobson’s choice, and I am almost
glad I do not have a vote in this election:
it saves me from the responsibility of
choice.  If I were an American, however,
I suspect that I would probably abandon
all these “tactical” voting calculations in
the end. One look at Vice-President Dick
Cheney, and you know that it’s just not
worth the risk.

_____
* Gwynne Dyer is a London-based

independent journalist whose articles are
published in 45 countries.

U.S. presidential race ignores Israel-Palestine

The clock is ticking for
a two-state solution

BY ERICA SILVERMAN
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

AAmidst the series of
heated presidential
debates between
President George W.
Bush and Senator John

Kerry, in which few words regarding
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict have
been uttered, Palestinian and Israeli
leaders Ziad Abu-Zayyad and Yossi
Alpher have concluded the United
States will be consumed with Iraq for
the next months, or perhaps the
coming year. 

On the fourth anniversary of the
current Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the
two leaders are engaged in a speaking
tour, visiting non-partisan
organizations and universities,
discussing the prospects for conflict
resolution and conflict management
between Israel and the Palestinians.

Yossi Alpher, former senior adviser
to Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak,
warned that “the clock is ticking for a
two state solution and the chance for a
renewed peace process is very low.”
He believes the best strategy at this
point is to discuss “conflict
management” with “conflict
resolution” as forethought.  Ziad Abu
Zayyad, representative of the
Jerusalem District to the Palestinian
Legislative Council, stated that
planting Jewish settlements in the
West Bank undermines the prospect
for a two-state solution, and that it is
in Israel’s best interest to withdraw
from the settlements.

Mr. Alpher and Mr. Abu Zayyad
agreed that a Palestinian state appears
to be a distant goal, and that losses are
mounting for all parties involved.
They lamented that the Palestinians
have suffered an increasing number of
casualties and fatalities, the Israeli
peace camp has dwindled, settlements
have continued to spread, and it is
unlikely the “Road Map” can be
renewed with Arafat and Sharon in
power.  Mr. Alpher cautioned that the
mounting fear on both sides, the lack
of a realistic solution, and an inactive
leadership will result in a “South
Africanization of this
Conflict…without a South African
solution.”

On October 12th Mr. Alpher and
Mr. Zayyad held a briefing hosted by
the American Task Force on Palestine
(ATFP) and Americans for Peace
Now.  ATFP, a not-for-profit
corporation that aims to educate the
American people about the national
security interests of the United States
in establishing a Palestinian state, is

particularly adept at articulating the
Palestinian viewpoint to the
Washington community.  Arab and
American journalists, representatives
of non-governmental organizations,
businesspeople, and academics, were
amongst those in attendance.

American Foreign Policy
Mr. Abu-Zayyad and Mr. Alpher

described a radical change in
American foreign policy toward
Middle East politics and the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.  Mr. Alpher
argued in a post 9/11 world, Arafat’s
statements have placed the
Palestinians in the camp of US
described “bad guys.”  He explained
the United State’s perception of the
Middle East is that of a failed region,
exporting violence, and warranting
pre-emptive invasion of parts of the
region in order to reform them.     

Mr. Abu-Zayyad referenced Bush’s
April 14th speech on Iraq as an
example of the administration’s
current ideology.  In his speech
President Bush proclaimed, “A free
Iraq will stand as an example to
reformers across the Middle East. A
free Iraq will show that America is on
the side of Muslims who wish to live
in peace, as we’ve already shown in
Kuwait and Kosovo, Bosnia and
Afghanistan.”  

Sharon’s Plan of Disengagement 
Mr. Abu-Zayyad and Mr. Alpher

concurred that Sharon’s
Disengagement Plan is seriously
flawed, yet deserves support by
default.  Mr. Alpher believes that
Israeli Prime Minister Sharon sees
disengagement from Gaza as a way to
hold onto settlements in the West
Bank and prevent a peace process.
However, Alpher sees the
disengagement plan as an incentive
for additional disengagement.

Mr. Alpher enumerated four central
issues that will determine the success
of the plan.  Fist, the political will
must reflect the public’s will.  Al
Jazeera, The New York Times, and
Haaretz have all published reports that
estimate 70% of the Israeli public
supports the withdrawal from Gaza;
hence Israeli’s plan of action must
reflect this consensus.  This 70% of
the population is politically inactive
and the 5% of the population that
vehemently opposes disengagement is
highly active, creating a
misperception of Israeli public will.
Second, settler participation in the
Israeli Army and security forces has
become increasingly common,
exhibited by the growing number of

religious units.  There must be careful
coordination between the Israeli Army
and the Israeli police to withstand
settler resistance.  Third is the
necessary leadership of a determined,
articulate Prime Minister to mobilize
the 70% of the Israeli public that
supports the plan.  Thus far Sharon has
been unable to garner active support
from this large sector of the
population.  Fourth, the absence of
American pressure makes it harder for
Sharon to mobilize the population in
favor of disengagement.  Historically
it has been fairly easy for an American
president to influence Israeli politics.
Israelis want their leader to be
accepted by Washington and Sharon is
well aware of this.   

Mr. Alpher asserted the plan has a
50% chance of passage, and
furthermore a pullout from Gaza does
not mean Israel will earn
Washington’s full approval.  He
reasoned that the Israelis will need to
continue disengagement beyond Gaza
and through the West Bank for this to
occur.  Alpher concluded that Sharon
has been unable to articulate this
message out of fear of losing the little
right-wing support he has.

Mr. Abu-Zayyad underlined that
Palestinians view the plan with
skepticism, fearing a possible hidden
agenda or that it may simply be a
redeployment of Israeli troops.  Abu
Zayyad noted that the instability in the
Israeli decision making process has
not generated confidence amongst the
Palestinians that the Israelis will
successfully execute their plan.

In the section of the Disengagement
Plan titled, “Security Reality After the
Evacuation,” under the subsection,
“The Gaza Strip,” the plan reads,
“Israel will supervise and guard the
external envelope on land, will
maintain exclusive control in the air
space of Gaza, and will continue to
conduct military activities in the sea
space of the Gaza Strip.”  Mr. Abu
Zayyad emphasized that Palestinians
must control points of entry and exit,
and airspace before Israel can
renounce responsibility for the
Palestinian population.  Both leaders
believe this transfer of power is
scheduled in phase two of the plan.

Palestinian Reform
Mr. Abu-Zayyad disagreed with Mr.

Alpher that “conflict management” is
a better strategy than “conflict
resolution” at this time, countering it
signifies there is no solution to the
conflict.  Abu-Zayyad argued that
within the Palestinian Authority and
Palestinian institutions, and amongst

intellectual circles, there is a
consensus that the Palestinians have
been handling the conflict in the
wrong way.  “There is now pressure
for real reform,” said Abu-Zayyad,
citing the proposed electoral reforms
based on a system of proportional
representation as a concrete example.
He explained that local government
elections in 38 constituencies in the
West Bank and Gaza are scheduled for
early December, in which the Israelis
will not interfere.  He suggested that
elections would change the mood on
the street and ameliorate international
perceptions.

Although a bleak outlook was
presented, the effort put forth by these
two leaders to present their positions
in conjunction to a multitude of
audiences here in Washington
suggests possibilities for peace in its
own right.  This effort follows on the
heels of the PLO Negotiations Support
Unit’s week long tour of congressional
offices and non-profit groups at the
end of September, which highlighted
the major issues endangering the
prospects of a two-state solution. 

The consensus was that new
leadership for Palestine, Israel, the
US, and Europe, will present new
opportunities.  In the case of Palestine,
new leadership could potentially
articulate the framework of the debate
from a Palestinian perspective, which
Arafat has been unable to do.

Ziad Abu-Zayyad previously served
as Minister of State in the Palestinian
Authority and is co-editor of the
Palestine-Israel Journal.  Yossi Alpher,
formerly the Director of the Jaffee
Center for Strategic Studies at Tel
Aviv University, is the co-editor and
co-founder of bitterlemons.org, an
internet forum for elite Palestinian,
Israeli, and international perspectives,
launched in collaboration with
Ghassan Khatib, the current Minister
of Labor in the Palestinian Authority.
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OOur government has
been bragging about
being one of the Arab
countries interacting
with the times and the

ever-increasing globalization which if
the government is serious must be
faced proactively not retroactively.
Also, Yemenis have been complaining
that Yemen has got fine laws, which if
honestly, tolerably and carefully
applied shall remedy many of the
daily increasing setbacks. 

We were taken aback when our
government ventured all of a sudden
to introduce Internet Service through
PTC as a rival of the already sole
service provider Teleyemen
Company. The government
represented in PTC established
Yemen.net and has indeed offered the
service cheaper than Teleyemen. The
problem here is that, whenever there
is something owned by the
government, those appointed to
observe and direct it tend to transform
it arbitrarily in their own private
interest, e.g. the municipality people
should take care of the capital and do
things reasonably but on the contrary
they are kicking people about and
using the governmental capacity to
perpetrate criminal acts. 

The same applies on the people in
charge of endowment, taxation and
other organs. But, to everybody’s
surprise Yemen.net has joined the
rampage for instead of improving
their service, they are spying on
subscribers just to find an excuse in
order to rip people off.

Nowadays, they disconnect some
subscribers under the excuse that
subscribers surf immoral sites and
several months ago they raided
Internet Cafés in order to get rid of the
privacy curtains. Internet Cafés are
still under attack and instead of
offering Internet they have turned
themselves into Play station nichés.
The government here must be so
stupid to offer the service if it is so
keen about avoiding the immorality
aspects.

Is it not funny and an extremely
ridiculous excuse. Yemen.net can
easily block immoral sites if they are
really serious about it. So, Instead of
service disconnection and the penalty
they should reward those discovering
new sites, which to them are
considered immoral because they are
doing their work for them and if these
modern Matawas are indeed faithful,
they can just block sites as they wish.
The unwanted immoral, political and

atheist sites once discovered, can be
easily blocked without resorting to the
primitive method of disconnection
and interrogation. Such miserable
actions just show them acting like a
man owning a brothel and then
rebuking clients for drinking wine and
courting the girls and that instead they
should drink milk and avoid looking.
The mere saying that a subscriber
enters so and so sites means that such
sites are open and easily noticeable by
Yemen’s new Matawas. The onus lies
on Yemen.net to block them for if they
are in a hidden mode they won’t be
able to notice them easily, given their
mentally retarded nature albeit I doubt
their piety. But, there is no wonder, as
people here do not consider any public
service good, if they cannot utilize it
to intimidate and blackmail people. 

Such silly actions must be
stopped immediately because they
are impractical and are a slander
against all the responsible people in
our government because the
method used is pitiable and
backward and is being utilized also
to blackmail people. Ben Laden
inducted himself as a custodian of
Islam and has hurt Islam and
Muslims more than anyone ever
and these ignorant spies are
inducting themselves likewise as the
modern Ben Ladens of Yemen’s
Official Internet Service. Such
actions are totally destroying the
president’s project to spread
Internet and IT in Yemen. Such
spies are harming the
Telecommunications officialdom
and the government’s announced
policies. The service contract
formulation is also heinous and
must be replaced by a more
civilized version, because the
current one is reclusive and idiotic.

It must not be understood that I am
against intercepting those who
constitute a terrorist threat but any
bugging or interception should have
some governmental legality and hence
now more than ever before, arises the
immediate need for a “Yemeni
Privacy Act” dealing with all types of
privacy violations whether that be
Internet, Telephone or otherwise,
taking into account that most reports
against individuals are in most cases
vexatious and intrusive. Again official
tools must not be exploited for
whimsical purposes, as is the case
now with regard to many
governmental properties, capacities
and incumbencies. Will we ever wake
up?

The Bin Ladens of
Yemen’s internet service

Yemen needs
a Privacy Act

By Yahya Al-Olfi 
alolfi@hotmail.com
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I. What to Say
Situations and expressions (72):
Good Luck messages (IV)

GGood luck wishes are harbingers of hope and
as such have a sublime connotation. They
have a positive approach that lends a fresh

perspective on life. They infuse into us the spirit to
strive relentlessly for the achievement of loftier goals
and ideals.
• Whatever you’re dreaming of, that’s what this

wishes you, for if any one deserves life’s best and
all its pleasures too, it’s you.

• Sometimes we’re happy; sometimes we’re sad;
some days we feel really good and some days we
feel bad… Although life can be tough sometimes,
remember those times won’t last, for each day
brings you closer to it, being in your past. So just
smile your way through and be happy for ever.

• The world is full of different types of people. Never
judge them at the same level. Do good acts, and a
smiling face is the best reward for them. Keep up
your efforts. Best of luck for your mission.

• Light up people’s lives with a bit of love and care.
Hold on to hope because it’s sure to give you
happiness at the end. All the best.

• Be tough enough to bounce back from a failure.
Pass on good memories to the people who you
share your life with. Enjoy your life to the fullest.
Best wishes.

II. How to Say it Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. No sooner he received the message than he went

out.
2. Now that we have shifted our house seldom we go

to his house.
3. Neither he came nor did he send the money.
4. See these words in the dictionary and write down

their meanings.
5. The school is too much small to accommodate all

the students.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. Rahim denied that he had stolen the purse.
2. The mother with her children was killed in a train

accident.
3. Each doctor and nurse of the hospital is to be given

the responsibility to keep the hospital clean.
4. Ahmed as well as his brother has been arrested by

the police.
5. My house is 5 kilometers from the college.

III. Increase Your Word Power
(A) How to express it in one word
1. To remove from state ownership.
2. The number below the line in a fraction.
3. Discovery of the future by supernatural means.
4. A list of law cases to be tried.
5. Person who wants his doctrines to be put into

practice.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. The act of setting aside something, especially a sum

of money, for a special purpose: appropriation (n)
2. A result, calculation, description, etc. that is not

exact but is an almost correct amount or estimate:
approximation (n)

3. To stop using (a metal) as a standard of money:
demonetize (vt)

4. To lower in rank or position: demote (vt)
5. Women and children who are quiet, serious and not

mixing with anybody: demure (adj)

(B) Synonyms and antonyms
A synonym is a word which conveys a meaning similar
to the given word. An antonym is a word which
conveys a meaning opposite to the given word.
(I) Synonyms 
Given below are some words followed by four
answers. Mark the answer which is nearest to the
meaning of the given word
1. incense
a) to worship b) to enrage c) to stimulate d) to inhale
2. evince 

a) to show plainly b) to see clearly
c) to be interested d) to shrink back
3. impeach
a) to accuse b) to remove from office
c) to slander d) to put in jail

ii) Antonyms
Given below are some words followed by four
answers. Tick the answer which gives the opposite
meaning of the word.
1. impious
a) holy b) mischievous 
c) shrewd d) diplomatic
2. enigmatic
a) displeased b) simple
c) short-sighted  d) learned

3. sporadic 
a) epidemic   b) stagnant  
c) spontaneous  d) regular

Useful terms, their origin and meaning
Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. trochee (Gk. ‘running’): A metrical foot containing

a stressed followed by an unstressed, syllable.
2. utopia (Gk ou, ‘not + topos, ‘place’): Sir Thomas

More was the first to apply this word to a literary
genre when he named his imaginary republic
Utopia (1516)

3. Vernacular (Lat. ‘vernaculus’, ‘domestic, native,
indigenous’): Domestic or native language. Now
applied to the language used in one’s native
country.

4. vignette (Fr. ‘little vine’): A sketch or short
composition which shows considerable skill.

5. wit (Old Eng. Witan, ‘to know’): intelligence;
understanding, quickness of mind. 

(‘Origin and meaning of useful terms’ is concluded
herewith)

(C ) Words commonly confused
Bring out differences in meaning of the following
pairs of words
1. abnormal, subnormal 2. sick, sickly
3. bier, bear 4. expatiated, expiated
5. ceded, seceded

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. contagious (adj) (of disease spreading by touch):

All skin diseases are contagious.
contiguous (adj) (touching, neighboring): Eritrea is
contiguous to/with Yemen.

2. pier (n) (structure of wood, iron etc. built out into
the sea): The view of the sea from the pier is
scintillating.
pair (n) (two things of the same kind): I bought a
new pair of trousers.
peer (n) (equal in rank, merit or quality): It is
difficult to find his peer.
pare (vt) (cut away the outer part of): The hunters
pared the claws of the animal.
pear (n) (sweet, juicy fruit): Children love eating
pears.

3. ablution (n. us. pl) (ceremonial washing of the
hands or the body as an act of religion): The priest
performed his ablutions before praying.
oblation (n) (offering made to God): The devotees
made oblations to Allah, the most merciful.

4. belief (n) (the feeling that something is real and
true): I haven’t much belief in his sincerity.
conviction (n) (the act of bringing certainty to the
mind): The speaker spoke with full conviction.
faith (n) (trust, strong belief; unquestioning
confidence): We have abiding faith in the mercy of
Allah, the most compassionate.

5. virtuous (adj) (having or showing virtue): Virtuous
souls deserve Allah’s mercy.
virtuoso (n) (person with special knowledge of, or
taste for, works of art): According to some critics,
Pope was not a poet, but a virtuoso.

(D) Idioms and phrases
Use the following idioms in illustrative sentences
1. his days are numbered
2. have no time for (someone/something)

3. have the time of one’s life
4. turn one’s nose up
5. in the nick of time

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. take someone’s word for it (to believe what

someone says without question): I have had no
interaction with him, but I will take your word for
it that he is honest and hard working.

2. put one’s finger on (something) (to describe
something exactly or to identify something): The
Manager put his finger on the problem when he
said that we didn’t have enough money to pay the
workers.

3. play it cool (to deal with a problem or a situation in
a calm way): Although he was nervous, he played it
cool in the interview.

4. until one is blue in the face (having made
maximum effort): He shouted until he was blue in
the face, but no one came to his rescue.

5. you can take a horse to the pond but you can’t
make it drink (you can encourage someone to do
something which he/she does not want to do): It is
very hard to make unmotivated learners willing to
learn – you can take a horse to the pond but you
can’t make it drink.

IV. Grammar and Composition
(A) Grammar
Finish each of the following sentences in such a way
that it means exactly the same as the sentence given
before it
1. The play was so good that she went back to see it

again. It ————-
2. Ahmed Azzan and I haven’t seen each other for two

years. It’s two ——————
3. I go to the cardiologist less often than I should.

I don’t ——————
4. I regret not keeping in touch with her. 

I wish ————-
5. ‘I’m sorry I broke the vase,’ Jamal said to Majid.

Jamal apologized ————

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. We regret to announce that Flight BA503 has been

delayed for a further thirty minutes.
2. If you want to see the city, may I suggest a guided

tour of the main points of interest?
3. You can drive to Paris but the roads are always

crowded. Why don’t you take the train instead?
4. We went to the seaside on a day excursion once

and it rained all the time.
5. I’m sure you’d like a rest after your long journey.
6. I don’t fancy going on a long sea-voyage. Imagine

meeting the same people day after day!
7. One of the thrills of the holiday was to go for a ride

on a horse.
8. My ambition is to travel round the world.
9. The explorers were all ready for the long

expedition that lay ahead of them.
10. We decided to go on the optional trip to see

Shakespeare’s birth place.
11. We are going for a short visit to our friends in

London.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

VI. Food for Thought
“It’s not that I’m so smart, it’s just that I stay with
problems longer.”
—Albert Einstein
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And call in remembrance
The favor of Allah

Unto you, and His Covenant,
Which He ratified

With you, when ye said:
“We hear and we obey”:
And fear Allah, for Allah

Knoweth well
The secrets of your hearts.”
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Dear Fellow teachers,

OO
ne of the basics of writ-
ing is to maintain the
correct shape and size
of each letter of the
English alphabet. The

size is important because for several
letters, only the size marks the differ-
ence between the capital and small
ones. Look at these letters    for exam-
ple.  

S s   C  c    K  k   O o    X x   Z z 

Similarly, the shape is important for
differentiating one letter from the
other. For example, look at the fol-
lowing letters: 

c  e    v u     m n    i j     p b 

It is, therefore, very important to
teach our learners the correct shape
and size of each letter  in the first year
of the preparatory level.

Many experienced teachers suggest
the use of four-ruled copybooks for
early practice of writing, mainly
because this helps the learners to
maintain the shape and size of the let-
ters. It is also suggested that the
spaces between the four lines are in
the proportion of 4:5:4, i.e. if the
space between lines 1 and 2 is 4 cms,
the space between lines 2 and 3 must
be 5 cms and the space between lines
3 and 4 must be 4 cms. 

Many experts have recommended
italic writing as the most suitable style
of handwriting for the young, by
virtue of its legibility, quickness and
beauty. This style was developed in
Italy as early as 9th century and is
used nowadays mainly for emphasis.
The notable characteristic of this style
of writing is that the letters are written
with a slope on to the right. There are
special nibs available in the market

for practicing this style of writing.
The cheapest way to prepare a special
nib for this kind of writing is the
Indian invention, which is as follows:
Take a small bamboo twig and sharp-
en its edge with a knife into the shape
of a pen nib and cut its sharp end in
such a way that it is in the picture
below:

This bamboo
pen is good for
preparing wall
charts for
English classes
and in calligra-
phy with
English and
Arabic.

Practicing
italic writing
begins with
d r a w i n g
strokes, vertical
as well as slant-
ing, and curves,
because most of
the letters can
be drawn out of
these strokes
and curves. So,
once the learn-
ers are good at
drawing the
strokes and
curves, they
will easily draw
the letters. It is
important to
train the learn-
ers to draw the
curves in the
a n t i - c l o c k
direction so that
they may not
have diffi-
culty in writ-
ing the let-
ters in the
same fash-
ion. This will solve the problem of
moving the hands from right to left as
well. Let’s see more about it in the
next letter.

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose.

A letter to the teachers of English: 64

Develop writing skills
of your students (3) 

DR..M.N.K.BOSE
(BOSE@y.net.ye)
Associate Professor of
English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

Tell me, tell me, tell me
Tell me what I can do
With the days that follow
When you are with that fellow
And I am dealt that deadly blow

Remember the tangos we danced?
Or  echo the words we passed?
Look at the future from the past?
Or cure the heart you captivated?
Tell me, tell me, tell me
Your love will ever be
An integral part of me

Your memory will ever be
Like honey of the bee
But please! Do not say
Your love will ever be for it, 
I can not see it
Nor any words,  can I say
.

By Esam Adduʼais
level

Department of English
Faculty of Education

Sanaʼa University

Unbearable Agony

If you want othersʼ respect,
You may have to gain it yourself,
Though it may be hard,
If you donʼt have self respect,
Be reliable to others,
Act in a mannered way,
Get hold of yourself,
Have  self-confidence,
No sense of superiority or inferiority,
And they will give you more respect,
than ever.

If you want to see life beautiful,
Do not wear  dark glasses,
Not even the transparent one,
But wear the pink one,

Close your eyes to every thing, you
donʼt like,
Take a rest from your troubles,
Be a friend to yourself.
Listen to your self… Discuss with
your self
Be fair to her. To see life beautiful,
Draw a deep breath,
Look at the world for the first time,
with a new sigh,
And start, start again,
Youʼll see life beautiful.

By Rania Al-Shadadi
College of Education

Level 2, Khawlan

If you want …

Near the sea I wander
Alone in the morning.
I just sigh and wonder,
For itʼs indeed shocking.
The waves throw a letter,
A rose, a silver ring,
And her pretty picture.
The wreckage is burning.
The heart lies there, under
The tree, and is bleeding.
O Heart!! Whatʼs the matter?
Why are you here, weeping?
He sadly does answer

What are you now seeing
Is the spectre of a poor lover,
Who sails just for meeting
Her to live together.
His dreams are now shattered
Theyʼre mere wreckage under
The waves of suffering.

By Mohammed Al-Malahi
P.O. Box 132
Riyadh 11411

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The wreckage

A bamboo pen for ital-
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Just one-meter tall
Hobbit-like human skull found

LONDON (Reuters) - Scientists in
Australia have found a new species of hob-
bit-sized humans who lived about 18,000
years ago on an Indonesian island in a dis-
covery that adds another piece to the com-
plex puzzle of human evolution. 

The partial skeleton of Homo floresiensis,
found in a cave on the island of Flores, is of
an adult female that was a meter (3 feet) tall,

had a chimpanzee-sized brain and was sub-
stantially different from modern humans. 

It shared the isolated island to the east of
Java with miniature elephants and Komodo
dragons. The creature walked upright, prob-
ably evolved into its dwarf size because of
environmental conditions and coexisted with
modern humans in the region for thousands
of years. 

“It is an extraordinarily important find,”
Professor Chris Stringer, of the Natural
History Museum in London, told a news con-
ference on Wednesday. “It challenges the
whole idea of what it is that makes us
human.” 

Peter Brown of the University of New
England in Armidale, Australia, and his col-
leagues made the discovery of the skull and
other bones, and miniature tools in
September 2003 while looking for records of

modern human migration to Asia. They
reported the finding in the science journal
Nature. 

“Finding these hominins on an isolated
island in Asia, and with elements
of modern human behavior in
tool making and hunting, is truly
remarkable and could not have
been predicted by previous dis-
coveries,” Brown said in a state-
ment. 

Local legends tell of hobbit-
like creatures existing on islands
long ago but there has been no
evidence of them. 

Descendent of homo erectus
The hominin family tree, which

includes humans and pre-
humans, diverged from the chim-
panzee line about 7 million years
ago. Early African hominins
walked upright, were small and
had tiny brains. 

The new species, dubbed
“Flores man,” is thought to be a
descendent of Homo erectus,
which had a large brain, was full-
sized and spread out from Africa
to Asia about 2 million years ago. 

The new species became iso-
lated on Flores and evolved into
its dwarf form to conform with
conditions, such as food short-
ages.

Scientists in Australia have found a new species of hobbit-sized humans
who lived about 18,000 years ago on an Indonesian island in a discovery
that adds another piece to the complex puzzle of human evolution. The par-
tial skeleton of Homo floresiensis, found in a cave on the island of Flores,
is of an adult female that was 3 feet tall, had a chimpanzee-sized brain and
seems substantially different from modern humans. Reuters 

An artistʼs drawing sits on display at
the Australian Museum in Sydney
Oct. 28, of a newly discovered
species of hobbit-sized humans, that
adds another piece to the complex
puzzle of human evolution. REUTERS
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