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The Specialized Criminal Court on
Sunday 29 May 2005 issued its death
verdict and reprimanding against
Judge Yahya Hussein Al-Dailami for
his communication with Iran and his
supportive stand with the “ Believing
Youth” movement that was led by
Hussein Badruddin al-Houthi who
was killed by Yemeni government
forces in September last year. Other
charges against al-Dailami were also
his conspiracy to topple the regime
and the republican system as well as
fomenting of protest sit-ins and lead-
ing demonstrations. 

The same court had also issued an
eight-year imprisonment sentence
against the scholar Mohammed
Muftah for the same charges. 

The condemned al-Dailami and
Muftah had refused to recognize legit-
imacy of the court and consequently
they refused and objected the court’s
verdict, saying, “It is an unconstitu-
tional court,” and describing it as
“oppressive and unjust court and the
verdict it has passed reached it ready
made from the authority.”

They claimed they were not granted
the opportunity to defend themselves
and their lawyers were not allowed to
defend them. Both al-Dailami and
Muftah had emphasized that they
were advocates for peace and had
never once called for violence, claim-
ing that the charges attempted to be
attached to them were fabricated and
false. 

Continued on page 3
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Tension rose over the publication of
an imprudent article against journalist
Rahma Hujairah and her husband on the
first issue of “al-Bilad Newspaper” last
Tuesday. 

The indecent article targeted Rahma
Jujairah, Chairwoman of Women
Journalists Forum and her husband
Hafid al-Bukari, Secretary-General of
the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate (YJS).
This conduct has been strongly
denounced by media and civil society
organisations.

The article published last week irri-
tated Yemeni journalists from different
newspapers who in turn expressed soli-
darity with Rahma and her husband at
the head-office of the YJS. They issued
many statements that denounced
assaults of journalists and called on all
Yemeni journalists to stand up to those
who want to degrade the status of jour-
nalism and disgrace reputation of jour-
nalists.

The YJS decided to freeze the YSS-
membership of al-Bilad Chief Editor
Abdulmalik al-Faishani and the news-
paper’s Managing Editor Abdullah
Bushr for publishing such bad articles
and incorrectly fabricated stories. The

Yemeni journalists collectively decided
to stage a sit-in at the court and file a
lawsuit against al-Bilad Newspaper.

Journalists Hafid and Rahma
appointed three lawyers, namely, Nabil
al-Mohammadi, Nasser al-Bukhaiti and
Jamal al-Ja’abi to represent them before
the court.

Hafid al-Bukari and Rahma Hujairah
said in a statement to the Yemen Times
that, “we perceive the size of challenge
facing us when we work for defending

freedoms and human rights. During our
activities, we have been subjected to
several harassments but we never
expected such conducts that target the
morality of journalists.”

“Such practices will never make
media personnel silent and the solidari-
ty declared by journalists encouraged us
to defend our rights and freedoms of the
press and democracy,” Hafid and
Rahma added. 

Continued on page 3

President of Mauritania Maaouya
Ould Sid Ahmed Al Taya who arrived
in Sana’a on Saturday afternoon in a
four-day official visit to Yemen, depart-
ed from Sana’a International Airport
today.

He was welcomed at Sana’a
International Airport by President
Saleh and other senior Yemeni offi-
cials.

During his visit, in the company of a
high-level delegation, the Mauritanian
leader held official talks with President

Ali Abdullah Saleh over bilateral rela-
tions and issues of common concern.

It is worth mentioning that President
Ali Abdullah Saleh awarded President
of Mauritania Maaouya Ould Sid
Ahmed Al Taya First Class Republican
Medal, which is the highest medal of
its kind in Yemen, while in turn the
Mauritanian President awarded presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh the Large
Shawl the achievements medal of
Mauritania which is the highest award
in Mauritania.

Al-Dailami (left) and Muftah as seen from behind the bars of the
Specialized Criminal Court.  PHOTOS BY GAMAL NOMAN

Despite assaults

Rahma and Hafid will not stop
defending rights & freedoms

Hafid al-Bukari Rahma Hujairah
YT photos by Y. Al-Mayasi

Mauritanian president visit to Sana’a concludes

Suzuki Yemen (Member of Bamarouf Group)
Head Quarter: Al-Mimlah Road, Sheikh Othman  Aden; Tel: 346000, Fax: 340049

ßu“ËØw «∞OLs- ́Cu ±πLu´W °U±FdË·

All services, spare parts and maintenance available at:



2 Around the Nation Around the Nation 30 May30 May, 2005, 2005

Readersʼ Voice
Yemen Times features  “Readersʼ

Voice” a popular way for our
readers to interact with us. This is
your opportunity to have a say on
world and local affairs. 

This editionʼs question:

last editionʼs question:
Do you think the Yemeni
newspapers are united? 
• No each newspaper has its

individual interests 50%
• They try but anti-freedom efforts

are creating disputes 24%
• I don't know  23%
• Yes, they are  3%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll  and

have your voice heard!

Do you think that the
Specialised Penalty Court is a
non-constitutional court like the
military courts that try citizens
on political cases?

- Yes it is not constitutional 
- No it is a normal legal court
- I donʼt know

Tender for Water Tanks Building supplies
CARE International Yemen is looking for qualified suppliers of construction
and water materials for its Increased Water Safety Project – Al
Mahweet (echo funded). Project sites are in all districts of Al Mahweet
governorate.

Interested suppliers can obtain detailed materials and equipment list and other
tender documents from CARE head office at 68 Arwa School St. (near
Mujahed St.) or from Project’s office at Al Sanhani Building, Aldairi road, Al
Mahweet. Final submission of tender documents is 11th of June, 2005.
Tenders will be opened in public session on 12th of June 2005 at 10.00 am.

For further information, please contact:
Mr. Mohammed O. Taleb
Tel. 07-879218 or 07-404697
Mobile: 71748522
Email: creechomah@y.net.ye

The Technical System at the
supreme Council for Exports
Development organized a training
course for agricultural exporters.
The aim is to develop their capacity
of building and earn them new skills
and experiences on the concept of
modern quality in exporting fruits
and vegetables.

The course also aims to make
trainees acquainted with the healthy
agricultural practices that help
produce crops with high competition
capacities. 

Representatives from the Ministry
of Agriculture and Irrigation,
Tehama Development Authority, the
General Authority for Research and
Agricultural Guidance and the
Hodeida Chamber of Industry and
Trade, as well as representatives
from agricultural associations and
export centers took part in the course
organized in Hodeida.

Participants delivered lectures on
quality requirements and quarantine,
as well as the activities of the
technical system at the council.

Lecturers concentrated on the
means of avoiding pollution sources
and called for paying field visits to

some export centers in the
governorate.

Mohammad Saleh Shamlan
Governor of Hodeida, No’man
Mohammad al-Molse Secretary

Genera of the Supreme Council for
Exports Development and Dr. Yahya
al-Ghashm Chairman of Tehama
Development Authority, attended
the inauguration of the course.

Agricultural
quality boosted

On the occasion of the 15th
anniversary of Yemen’s Re-unifica-
tion and under the auspices of the
Minister of Public Health and
Population, the Jordanian Medical
Exhibition is being staged at Expo
Center, Sana’a, during May 29-June
2.

Mr. Faisal Abu Hassan, General
Manager of the Jordanian Montreal
Company and Organizer of the exhi-
bition noted that his company, in
coordination with the Yemeni
Ministry of Public Health and
Population, has worked hard for
attracting all the famous and great
hospitals of different specializations
in Jordan.x

Through the exhibition, precious
efforts are exerted to make Yemenis
acquainted with the modern tech-
nologies employed at Jordanian hos-
pitals and offer joint services
between Yemeni and Jordanian hos-
pitals.

For his part, Mr. Omar al-Nihmi,
Marketing Officer at Apollo
Company for International
Exhibitions, urged Yemeni busi-
nesspersons, directors of hospitals
and drugs agencies, physicians and
people interested to visit the exhibi-
tion, get acquainted with its contents
and profit from such important
activities.

Jordanian
Medical

Exhibition
staged

TAIZ- A security decision was
issued last week for banning women
belonging to the marginalized category
from walking in the evening in many
zones in the city of Taiz.

Colonel Nasser al-A’awash, General
Director of the Police Department of
West Taiz, told the Yemen Times that
his department received numerous
complaints by locals in al-Musalla
Street urging policemen to arrest mar-
ginalized women ( from Akhdam cate-
gory) who walk in the street over the

night.
According to locals, these women

commit immoral crimes with youths in
the zone.

Colonel al-A’awash added all the
marginalized women are prohibited
from walking in streets at night, and
some of them were arrested and
released after they pledged not to leave
their homes at night. 

According to the police, whosoever
violates the regulations will be arrested
and punished.

Marginalized
women banned from 

walking at night

TAIZ- Locals in Tha’abat last
week asked for the intervention of
the security authorities to settle a
quarrel between a wife and her
husband.

Eyewitness stated a bloody
domestic quarrel continued for half
an hour in the main street during
which the husband and his four
brothers used all kinds of sticks
and wires and severely beat the
women in different parts of her
body.

Locals called the police to end
the tragic quarrel after they felt
unable to save the life of the
woman who was then transferred
to a private hospital in the neigh-
borhood.

Police called
to end

domestic
quarrel
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The HOPe forum will start soon
launching a new diploma a course :
for programming the human optimal
psyche called (The Hope Nero-
Linguistic Psychological
Programming). “many candidates
have already registered their names,”
said engineer Abd-Alrhaman Al-
Oulfy,  general secretary of the
Sana'a based NGO the (HOPe)forum
to “ Yemen Times”. He added that the
course is derived from the human
optimal psyche theory concepts that
are mainly based upon the Islamic
revival modern koranic  interpreta-
tions deduced and adopted by Islamic
Middle Contemporary School of
thought that is calling for Islamic cul-

tural revolution, and recently found-
ed in Yemen and as well from modern
human schools of psychology, neu-

rology, medicine, Philosophy ,sociol-
ogy, theology and other related sci-
ences. It aims mainly to restructure
the prevailing psychological state of
the individual humans to be more
balanced, harmonized and continu-
ously developing internal tranquility ,
security, satisfaction and peace. It
renders  individuals to radiate these
values and psychological healthy
states of internal equilibrium to the
external environment ,expressed in
complete tolerance to other human
mates, adding positively to the socie-
tal stability, security and peace.
Answering to a question from Yemen
Times , he said one of the major aims
of this program is to fight terrorism
by the proper ideological means ,
philosophy , psychology, and educa-

tion. He said  that the program is
mainly composed by professor
Mohammed Yahia Al-Sharafi , the
eminent revivalist Arab Islamic
philosopher, the senior neuropsychia-
try consultant and lecturer and the
founder of the Human Optimal
Psyche ( HOPe) theory , a new per-
sonality theory carrying his own
name. 

He ended that the course is con-
ducted in Arabic language for
Moslems and non Moslems and the
forum accepts cooperation with all
NGOs and Yemen Times.

Worth mention that Yemen times
has formerly published a series of
pioneer articles titled “HOPe Is the
only way to peace” written by Pro.
Al-Sharafi.

Hope forum is to launch a new diploma course in

programming the human 
optimal psyche ( HOPe)

Tender Announcement
Ministry of Technical Education & Vocational Training

Strengthening Priority Areas of Vocational Training (SPAVT)

Supplies of hotel and school furniture, computer and
training equipment for the NAHOTI (National Hotel and

Tourism Institute) in Sanaʼa, Yemen
The tender dossier can be downloaded from the following web page:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/tender/index_en.htm

Or the compete tender dossier including annexe can be purchased with a
submission of a written application to the Project Management Unit (PUM)
and upon a payment of a none-refundable fee of YR 10,000 at the:

Ministry of Technical Education and Vocational Training
Baghdad Street, Sana’a, - Republic of Yemen
Telephone: 00967-1-217987/406298
Fax: 00967-1-406299
E-mail: SPAVT@y.net.ye

The contract includes supply and installation of furniture and training
equipment for NAHOTI (National Hotel and Tourism Institute). The future
NAHOTI will provide both theoretical and practical training facilities for
six occupational skill areas: Front Office, Food and Beverage Service,
Housekeeping, Food Production, Travel agency and Travel guidance. The
institute includes a training hotel, as well as a dormitory for the students.

Number and titles of lots
Lot 1: Technical Equipment
Lot 2: Furniture
Lot 3: Office and Hotel Equipment
Lot 4: First aid, security and fire protection
Lot 5: Housekeeping
Lot 6: Kitchen equipment

Site visit 25th of June 2005     10:00 a.m.
Meeting at the PMU in the MoTEVT at 10:00 a.m.
Deadline for submission of tenders           11th of July 2005 12:00 p.m.

Dr. Mohammed Al-Sharafi



NEW YORK (Reuters) - A Yemen-
born Manhattan newsstand owner
accused of threatening to blow up the
New York Post newspaper’s offices
for publishing photographs of
Saddam Hussein in his underwear
was denied bail on Friday by a New
York judge.

Nagi Nashal, 53, a naturalized
U.S. citizen, was arrested by New
York City police on Saturday on
charges of making a terrorist threat
against the newspaper, owned by

Rupert Murdoch.
Nashal’s attorney, Melvin

Greenwald, said he had known his
client for 25 years and insisted he
was “of good character.”

But Manhattan Criminal Court
Judge Anthony Ferrera denied bail,
saying: “He threatened to blow up
the New York Post.”

“He can’t threaten to blow up a
major paper because they used a pho-
tograph of Saddam Hussein in his
underwear,” the judge said.

A state law enacted days after the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks makes mak-
ing such telephone calls a felony,
punishable by up to seven years in
prison.

Greenwald said his client “was
misunderstood” and that the call to
the tabloid “was “misinterpreted.”

The judge dismissed that assertion:
“They traced the phone call back to
him, for God’s sake. What’s not to
understand? You tell me how that
could be misinterpreted?”

According to the indictment,
Nashal has lived in the United States
for more than two decades and called
the newspaper’s circulation office on
Saturday morning with the threat.

“I am very upset with the photos of
Saddam Hussein in the Post. How
dare you disgrace my people. I will
come down there and blow up the
building,” Nashal is said to have told
the newspaper, according to the
indictment.

Manhattan Assistant District
Attorney Adam Kauff said Nashal
then tried to cover up his actions by
fabricating a story that a taxi driver
who had visited his Manhattan candy
store had instead made the threaten-
ing call.

Pictures showing the former Iraqi
ruler clad in his underwear were pub-
lished in tabloid newspapers in New
York and London on May 20. The
Pentagon responded by declaring
that their release was unauthorized
and launching an investigation to
find out who did it.
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Saudi Building Systems
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www.butlernfg.com
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Sana'a Office: tel: 275336, fax: 271638
www.yementrading.com

email:sales@yementrading.com 

Juffali

Around the Nation Around the Nation 

THE ORIGINAL NOW IN YEMEN

Taste Iranian cuisines.
Shisha with Iranian Saffron Tea

Home catering is available now

Support to Health Sector reform Project
Corrigendum to

SUPPLY PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Supply of Medical Equipment and Furniture for District Hospitals and
Health Centres

Taiz, Lahj, Al-Bayda and Hadramout in Yemen

A number of activists representing
civil society organizations have
demanded the cancellation of the
Specialized Criminal Court at once
and to consider all the verdicts it has
been issuing as null and void and
demanded to tackle all consequences
of that court in order to guarantee
equal rights and equal citizenship. A
statement issued by representatives of
ten civil organizations and partici-
pants in the sit-in staged in front of
the Supreme Court and the ministry of
justice last Tuesday, affirmed that the
Specialized Criminal Court represents
the worst image of judiciary. 

It is to be recalled that a presiden-
tial decree was issued at the beginning
of May 2004 ordered the creation of
extraordinary courts. Many lawyers
deem those courts as being formed in
violation of the constitution. The
lawyers say those courts were entrust-
ed with considering crimes impinging
the state security in addition to highly
dangerous social and economic
crimes. 

The lawyer Mohammed Naji Allaw,

chairman of HOOD organization had
earlier said the Yemeni constitution
would not permit the formation n of
extraordinary courts, mentioning that
they were equal to military courts and
those dealing with the state security.
He added that those courts try civil-
ians from political activists and most-
ly from among the opponents.
Consequently, they are violating the
constitution and are unconstitutional.

Lawyer Allaw said the Supreme Court
that approved formation of those
courts was short of knowledge and
that could be applied to jurist organi-
zations and the political parties that
have taken an inactive stand vis-à-vis
a court that is supposed to face out-
right rejection. According to the con-
stitution in Yemen, specialization of
ordinary courts and their prosecution
covers all types of issues.

“We are waiting for justice to take
the legal procedures and punish the
wrongdoers, and therefore we expect
to encounter some difficulties in
obtaining our rights as we are fully
acquainted with the situation of jour-
nalism in the country.” 

They added, “We hope to find the
state of law and the constitution we
are still dreaming of and we usually
work for its sake. What happened is
considered as desperate attempts to
thwart the dream and despoil the
human principles and values as well
as to kill the soul, which advocates for
making a change to the situation we
experience as citizens. The rights of
Yemeni citizens are often violated
here and there but we have enough
confidence to score victory at the
end.”

The majority of Yemeni newspapers
strongly denounced such illegal prac-
tices against the profession of journal-
ism.

That misconduct was denounced by
several non-governmental organiza-
tions including Women Journalists
without Borders, which confirmed in
a statement that what Rahma Hujairah
was subjected to was a kind of real

terror against the female journalists.
Such practices aim to eradicate the
participation of women in the political
life and targeting Rahma Hujairah was
thought of as a humiliation of all jour-
nalists.

In addition, the Yemeni Lawyers
Syndicate (YLS) affirmed in a state-
ment it would stand by journalists
Rahmah Hujairah and her husband
Hafid al-Bukari, General Secretary of
the YJS. 

In its statement, the YLS urged the
government to take legal action
against the offenders and their con-
ducts, as a kind of moral bankruptcy
and deterioration of the profession.

Several international organizations
condemned the practices aimed to
harm reputation of Rahma Hujairah
and her husband, and International
Journalists Union (IJU) condemned
the assault against Hafid and Rahma. 

The IJU, which includes around
half a million members from across
the world, expressed full solidarity
with the two-targeted journalists who
have been subject to attack.

The General Secretary of the IJU
noted such crafty attack against
prominent journalists who defend

freedoms of the press and rights of cit-
izens raises concern. He confirmed a
newspaper that was suddenly issued a
few days after both journalists Hafid
and Rahma criticized the government
and its policies made such an attack.

The IJU called on the Yemeni
authorities to respect the freedom of
expression for guaranteeing a con-
structive environment that can devel-
op journalism in Yemen.

There are many organizations and
personalities who have stood by jour-
nalists Hafid al-Bukari and Rahma
Hujairah but the report will not be
enough to include all of them.

Some political analysts and people
interested in the situation of journal-
ism attributed the attack against the
two prominent journalists to their
views that oppose policies of the gov-
ernment and their strong will to
defend rights of journalists.

Those observers hold the view that
articles published by Rahma Hujairah,
the last of which was published in al-
Thawri weekly on Thursday May 19
under the title “President’s war on
media and multi-party existence”
were the main reasons behind such
immoral conducts against her

Continued from page 1
Al-Dailami receives death sentence

Rahma and Hafid will not stop
defending rights & freedoms

Ten Arab men suspected by Swiss
authorities of supporting the al-Qaeda
terror network allegedly engaged in
illegal gold trading besides smuggling
illegal aliens, said Swiss authorities on
Thursday. 

According to the 2004 Swiss report on
national security, the 10 suspects, the last
two of whom were released in April,
transferred proceeds from their gold
trading to a Yemen-based pressure group
with suspected links to al-Qaeda. 

The report said the 10 were believed
to have smuggled several hundred job
seekers from the Middle East to or
through Switzerland. 

The men were also suspected of
providing fake documents that enabled
collaborators to enter Switzerland and
European countries. 

In April, Swiss authorities released the
last two of the group from detention, but
they were still under investigation. 

As a condition of their release, the
suspects - who included seven Yemenis,
two Somalis and one Iraqi - must report
regularly to local police authorities. 

The men had been rounded up in
Swiss raids between December 2003 and
May 2004 after being linked to numbers
in cellphones seized from terror suspects
in Saudi Arabia.

Al-Qaeda: Gold 
sales claims

A member company of the
Indian Reliance Group signed on
Saturday an agreement of Public
Telecommunications Corporation
(PTC) and the Flag Telecom to
link Yemen with a new telephony
system at a cost of 36 million
dollars. 

A delegation from the Arab
Lawyers Union (ALU) headed by
the union’s Secretary-General
Ibrahim al-Seblai and the
Governor of Hadhramout Abdul-
Qader Ali Helal met in Mukalla
on Saturday for the first round of
the ALU’s permanent bureau
meeting in Mukalla city on
Sunday.

The meeting of assistant
Secretary-General of the United
Nations Education, Science and
Culture Organization (UNESCO)
Abdul-Wahed Badr-Khan
appreciated the development of
Yemeni media and  focused on
the development of media in
Yemen in the framework of the
democratic practices and freedom
of the expression.

Twenty-two sanitation
management officials from
Sana’a, Hajja, Hadramout,
Dhamar, Ibb, Abyan, Mahra,
Dhale’a, Abyan and Hodeida  are
participating in a training
workshop on solid waste
management which  began in
Sayoon. The GTZ and the public
works ministry are involved in
the workshop.

A Saudi interior ministry
delegation is supposed to visit
Yemen for a security discussing
on Sunday.

SocietySociety
newsnews

Yemen-born man denied 
bail after threat to NY Post

PHOTOS BY GAMAL NOMAN
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Yemenia Cargo is pleased to announce to the public that its new
premises starting from first of June 2005 would be as described the
map below and hence the new contact numbers are as follows:

441245
447569
449981

Al-Misbahi
roundabout

Shumaila Harry Health Club

Hadda Street

Street 18

60 R
oad

17 Street

Sam
 H

ospial

The British Embassy
The Governmental 

Compound

Post Office

Yemenia
Cargo
Head
Office

For sales please contact:
Abdulkarim al-Qudmi:
71470939
Fath Omar: 73880270



RIYADH, May 28 (Reuters) - Saudi
Arabia's King Fahd is now in stable con-
dition, a day after he was taken to hospi-
tal with pneumonia, Saudi officials said
on Saturday.

They said the king, in his early 80s
and incapacitated by a stroke since
1995, had undergone treatment to have
water drained from his lungs. "He has
now stabilised," one official said.

Fears about the king's condition had
heightened on Friday after a royal state-
ment urged Saudis to pray for his recov-
ery. The palace has issued no further
update on his health.

Should Fahd die, diplomats expect a
smooth succession in the kingdom, the
world's biggest oil exporter, which has
been fighting al Qaeda militants trying
to topple the royal family.

The script calls for Crown Prince
Abdullah, the king's half-brother and a
cautious reformist, to ascend the throne
and for Defence Minister Prince Sultan
to become crown prince.

Life appeared normal in the capital
Riyadh, with busy traffic after the
Friday weekend and no sign of extra
security.

But despite palace assurances, the
king's health was of great concern to
many Saudis in a country where infor-
mation is often filtered and rumours fly.
Some believed the monarch was in a
coma while others were convinced he
was critically ill.

Others took the government's
requests for prayers for the king as an
ominous sign.

"I think the fact the government so
quickly told us about the king's condi-
tion means things are very serious this
time," said Abu Fahad, a 24-year-old
university student.

Mohammed Sulaiman, a 47-year-old
businessman, went further. "I actually
think he is already dead and that the
authorities are holding out on telling the
people so that the news doesn't come as
too much of a shock," he said.

"We are worried about the king. We
know it's likely he will die, but we're

praying that he survives," said Hajar
Mohaissen.

Saudi security sources said princes
had started arriving in the Saudi capital,
a sign of concern for the king's health.

Hariri leaves for Riyadh
Witnesses in Beirut said Saad al-

Hariri, the son of Lebanon's assassinated
former Prime Minister Rafik al-Hariri,
left for Riyadh on Saturday, even though
he is fighting elections in the Lebanese
capital on Sunday.

An aide to Hariri said he was paying
a brief visit to the king. Hariri, like his
slain father, holds Saudi as well as
Lebanese citizenship and runs a large
business in the kingdom.

King Fahd has been ailing for a
decade. Rumours about his health have
often surfaced in Saudi Arabia and on
world oil markets, but this time they
appeared to be better founded.

Reports that he was sick were blamed
for a 4.69 percent drop in Saudi stock
prices on Wednesday. In morning trade
on Saturday the index was down nearly

1 percent.
Oil prices jumped to $52 a barrel on

Friday on expectations of high U.S.
gasoline demand and reports the king
was ill.

Fahd has ruled Saudi Arabia, birth-
place of Islam, since June 1982, but after
his stroke, a weakened and wheelchair-
bound king passed control of day-to-day
affairs to Crown Prince Abdullah.

Abdullah, commander of the national
guard, has overseen a crackdown on al
Qaeda militants who waged a campaign
of suicide attacks, hostage-taking and
assassinations in the Gulf state.

Washington pressed Riyadh to quash
militants after mainly Saudi hijackers
carried out the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on
the United States that were inspired by
Saudi-born Osama bin Laden.

The Saudi royal family maintains a
tight hold on power in the conservative
state, home to Islam's two holiest sites.
Its strong alliance with Washington has,
however, sparked a violent backlash
from Islamist militants loyal to bin
Laden.

KALMA CAMP, Sudan, May 28
(Reuters) - Tens of thousands of
chanting refugees lined the muddy
streets of Darfur's largest   camp on
Saturday to greet the U.N.'s Kofi
Annan, who later   listened as women
raped during the conflict told their sto-
ries. Men carried signs saying "We are
looking for freedom and   justice" and
women ululated to welcome the U.N.
Secretary   General almost 11 months
after his first visit to Darfur. 

Annan listened as refugees com-
plained about police and Arab   militias
who they said had attacked, killed and
raped their   families inside the Kalma
Camp in South Darfur state. 

The state has seen some of the worst
recent violence in a   three year conflict
that has killed tens of thousands and
forced   2 million from their homes,
according to U.N. estimates. "Since we
came to this camp, they have killed 56
people,"   said Suleiman Abka Taha, a
local tribal chief. 

Taha, who was speaking in front of
government officials,   said he wanted
Annan's guarantee he would not be
detained for   what he said. 

Annan asked ministers for such a
reassurance and received it   from
Mohamed Yousif Abdalla, Sudan's
state minister for   humanitarian
affairs.  

Aid workers told Annan their organ-
isations continued to   suffer problems
getting aid to the displaced in Kalma
but the   presence of African Union
(AU) police in the camp had helped. 

"For the past week, the AU has been
present 24 hours, 7 days   a week and

since (then) security has improved in
the camp," the   camp's aid workers
said in statement that was read out.  

New camp
The aid workers said the Darfur

emergency presented an extra   chal-
lenge because insecurity rendered
many areas out of reach.   

Donors needed to keep funds flow-
ing for what the aid workers    saw as
"a long stretch ahead". 

About 2,300 AU troops and hun-
dreds of police are monitoring   a shaky
ceasefire in Darfur. On Saturday, they
kept control of   the crowds who tried
to swarm Annan's 20-car convoy. 

Annan then talked alone to female
rape victims, one of whom   was pre-
pubescent. Last June, Kalma Camp

housed 26,000 displaced in an area
meant for 5,000. Now 110,000
Darfuris live in makeshift shelters   in
the area east of Nyala, the capital of
South Darfur state. 

Aid workers said they were prepar-
ing a new site called   al-Salam camp to
house about 25,000 refugees to ease
pressure on   Kalma. 

AU officials said on Friday that
donors had pledged nearly   $300 mil-
lion to fund a bigger AU force to help
end fighting in   Darfur, where a rebels
took up arms against the government in
February 2003 complaining of neglect. 

Annan, who arrived in Africa's
largest country on Friday,   was due to
return to the capital Khartoum later on
Saturday to   meet Sudanese First Vice-
President Ali Osman Mohamed Taha.

0KIRKUK, Iraq, May 28 (Reuters) -
Gunmen have shot dead a former member
of Kirkuk's city council, Iraqi police said
on Saturday, the latest killing of a local
official in a city where tensions between
Kurds and Arabs run high.

Naif Sabhan al-Jibouri, an Arab tribal
leader and former council member, was
shot dead outside his home late on Friday,
police colonel Adil Zain al-Abdein said.

Jibouri was said to have developed
good ties with Kurdish officials on the
council, which Kirkuk's deputy mayor
suggested might have been a reason for
the killing.

Over the past two years, more than a
dozen local leaders -- including Kurds,
Arabs and Turkish-speaking Turkmen --
have been killed in Kirkuk, a city that
draws wealth from huge nearby oil
resources and which is claimed by all
three groups.

The city lies about 250 km (155 miles)
north of Baghdad.

There are fears any explosion of ten-
sions in Kirkuk could provide a spark for

a larger ethnic conflict in the country, but
so far local animosities have largely been
held in check.

Kurds make up about 20 percent of
Iraq's population and live mostly in three
northern provinces, where they have their

own regional government and enjoy a
high degree of autonomy.

Ultimately, Kurdish leaders would like
to see Kirkuk assumed into the Kurdish
region and made its capital, goals that
Arab leaders would staunchly resist.
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Iraqi soldiers detain suspects during an operation in Baghdad's Abu Ghraib
district in this handout photo taken on May 22. REUTERS

UNITED NATIONS, May 27
(Reuters) - The United States and
Israel represent the real nuclear
threat to the world, not Iran, Tehran's
chief envoy to the United Nations
said on Friday after an abortive con-
ference on controlling nuclear
weapons.

Javad Zarif, Iran's ambassador to
the U.N., said the United States
never intended to scrap its nuclear
arsenal, despite promising to eventu-
ally disarm when it signed the 1970
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, the
landmark arms control pact.

Zarif, in an interview with Reuters,
said Israel, which is widely believed
to have nuclear weapons, was the
threat to the Middle East region. 

"There is unanimity on the threat
that is posed not only by Israeli
nuclear weapons but by its aggres-
sive policy (in general)," he said.

Washington is backing efforts by
Britain, France and Germany to per-
suade Tehran to halt its nuclear fuel
program, which they fear may be
intended to make atomic bombs. 

Iran denies this, insisting its pro-
gram is peaceful.

Zarif dismissed as hollow U.S.
pledges in 1995 and 2000 reaffirm-
ing its commitment to scrap its
nuclear arsenal. 

"The U.S. never had any intention
of living up to its commitments
under Article 6 of the treaty," he said.

In Article 6 of the NPT the five
treaty signatories with nuclear
weapons -- Russia, the United States,
France, Britain and China -- agreed
to eventually disarm.

Smoke screen
Zarif said U.S. attacks on Iran's

nuclear program were a "smoke
screen to divert attention from its
violations" that included a U.S. will-
ingness "to use nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear weapon states."

Every five years the 188 members
of the NPT meet for a month to
review the landmark treaty. 

The 2005 review ended on Friday
without any agreement on how to
improve the accord. 

Many delegates blamed both
Washington and Tehran for what they
described a failure of the conference
to do anything.

Washington worked hard to pre-
vent the conference -- which works
by consensus -- from approving any
documents that refer to its 1995 and
2000 pledges to disarm, while Iran
blocked anything that referred to it as
a proliferation threat and NPT viola-
tor.

The conference approved a docu-
ment that merely listed the agenda
and the participants.

Egypt also worked hard to prevent
any substantive conclusion from the
conference when it saw it had no
chance of focusing criticism on
Israel's assumed atomic arsenal.

"Israel is the threat to the region,"
he said. 

"It is one of the great ironies of our
age that a country outside the frame-
work of legality in the area of non-
proliferation is one of the countries
that is the most active participants
against Iran," he said.

Like atomic-armed India and
Pakistan, Israel has never signed the
NPT. 

It neither admits nor denies having
the bomb, Israel is estimated to have
some 200 nuclear warheads.

Thousands greet U.N.'s
Annan in troubled Darfur

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan speaks to journalists upon his arrival in
Khartoum, Sudan, May 27. ore money to help end bloodshed there. REUTERS

Iran says US, Israel are 
the real nuclear threats

Saudi officials say Fahd 
in stable condition

File photos of Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah (L) March 28, 2002 and Saudi
Arabian King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz al-Saud April 15, 2000.  Saudi Arabia was
on alert and cancelled all leave for its security forces on May 27, 2005 after
King Fahd was taken to hospital with a lung ailment, an Interior Ministry offi-
cial said. Fahd has ruled Saudi Arabia since June 1982, but since suffering a
stroke in 1995, the day-to-day running of the country has been in the hands
of the crown prince.   REUTERS BAGHDAD, May 28 (Reuters) -

Insurgents holding a Japanese  hostage
in Iraq said on Saturday they had killed
him and posted  footage on the Internet
showing what the victim's brother later
confirmed was his corpse.

The video showed identification
papers and a passport  bearing the
name of Akihiko Saito, 44, a former
paratrooper and  veteran of the French
Foreign Legion, who had been missing
since  his convoy was ambushed in
western Iraq on May 8.

"I saw the footage and confirmed
that it was my older  brother,"
Hironobu Saito said in a handwritten
statement to  media organisations,
adding that he had conveyed his view
to  police and to the Japanese Foreign
Ministry.

The Foreign Ministry was still mak-
ing checks, an official  said.

The Army of Ansar al-Sunna, one of
Iraq's most feared  insurgent groups,
said earlier this month it carried out the
ambush near the U.S. al-Assad base
and that Saito had been  seriously

wounded and captured.
The new footage showed

the body of a man lying on
his back  with blood covering
his face.

"This is your punishment
... infidel," shouted an unseen
man  as gunshots rang out. 

A statement accompanying
the video said  the group shot
and killed Saito.

Saito worked for British-
based security firm Hart. The
firm  says 10 Iraqi members
of the convoy were killed in
the ambush.  

South African Nick
Coetzee is missing and pre-
sumed dead, the  firm says.

Iraq's government con-
demned the killing of Saito.

"This criminal act will not
affect diplomatic relations
between Iraq and Japan,"
Abd al-Karim al-Enzi, Iraq's
minister  of state for national
security, said in a statement.

Iraqi militant group says 
it killed Japanese hostage

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
speaks to reporters in Yokosuka, south of
Tokyo May 28. after Japanese media reporting
that a militant group has released new state-
ment and footage via a website saying they
have killed Japanese citizen REUTERS
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KALMUNAI, Sri Lanka, May 28
(Reuters) - Former U.S. president Bill
Clinton visited a corner of Sri Lanka on
Saturday that was one of the hardest hit in
the Dec. 26 tsunami and said he intended
to tour Tamil rebel-held areas on a future
trip.

Clinton, the U.N. envoy for tsunami
relief, talked to community leaders from
different ethnic groups in Kalmunai, a
fishing town on the east coast, where the
tsunami killed more than 2,500 people.

He said he wanted to show local
leaders his support for a proposed "joint
mechanism", in which the government
and Tamil Tiger rebels would work
together in allocating nearly $3 billion in
tsunami aid that international donors
have pledged.

Asked why he did not visit areas held
by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) to show that support, he said:
"Keep in mind I'll be back a lot and I
expect to go there and I expect to look at

every place in the country."
Clinton said he only had time on this

trip for one meeting and wanted to meet
Tamils, Muslims and Buddhists "at a
neutral ground, where all the parties
could come".

"And I think we achieved that. We had
representatives from all the communities
there."

The LTTE's bloody two-decade war
for autonomy killed more than 64,000
people until a ceasefire with the
government three years ago.

The island republic is dominated by
the mostly Buddhist Sinhalese, but
Tamils form a significant minority.

President Chandrika Kumaratunga
said last week that signing an aid sharing
deal with the rebels could pave the way to
a peaceful solution to a conflict that has
undermined the country's development.

The tsunmai, which devasted much of
the island's coastline, killed nearly
40,000 people in Sri Lanka.

Clinton said the "joint mechanism"
was key to getting the slow rebuilding
process going.

He expressed concern at the meeting
with community leaders about the
government's plan to relocate people who
before the tsunami lived within 100-200
metres of the coast, saying it was not
always practical to do that.

The solution he said was "to build
stronger houses" in that area.

Clinton arrived in Sri Lanka from
India, where he visited the badly hit
fishing town of Nagapattinam in the
southern state of Tamil Nadu where about
8,000 people died when the killer waves
slammed into its crowded coast.

He will tour tsunami hit areas of the
Maldives on Sunday, before flying to
Indonesia's Aceh province, which
accounts for most of the 228,000 people
feared killed in the unprecedented
tsunmai spawned by one of the strongest
earthquakes in history.

KATHMANDU, May 28 (Reuters) -
Nepal's King Gyanendra, who seized
power in February, said he planned to
hold polls in phases to all elected bodies
in the revolt-torn nation, but set no dates. 

The monarch's comments on Friday
came more than one month after he
unveiled plans to hold elections to 58
municipal assemblies by April 2006. 

There has been no parliament in Nepal
for the past three years and Gyanendra,
who drew widespread global flak for his
move to fire the government on Feb. 1,
rules the impoverished Himalayan nation
through an unelected council. 

"Necessary preparations have already
been initiated to hold these (municipal)
elections and activate, in stages, all
elected bodies," the 57-year-old king said
late on Friday in an address to Nepal's
oldest university. 

"We call on all political parties having
faith in democracy to commit themselves
to safeguard democracy from terrorism,"
Gyanendra said. Analysts said

Gyanendra's latest comments signalled
that the municipal elections would mark
the start of a phased vote, ultimately
leading to national polls. 

The king's decision to take power
plunged Nepal into political turmoil as he
jailed politicians and suspended civil
liberties, saying he was acting to control a
raging anti-monarchy Maoist insurgency

which has killed 12,000 people since
1996. 

Hours before Gyanendra's speech,
seven of Nepal's main political parties
organised a pro-democracy rally in
Kathmandu, the second in a week. About
5,000 people marched through the capital
demanding the restoration of civil
liberties.

GENERAL SANTOS, Philippines,
May 28 (Reuters) - Japanese diplomats
re-established contact on Saturday with
a mediator who has promised to bring
two former World War Two soldiers
down from the southern Philippine
mountains.

Japanese officials and media have
rushed to Mindanao island after reports
this week that two elderly men are the
first cases in 30 years of war-time strag-
glers being found.

"We have had several telephone con-
versations with him since Friday,"
Japanese embassy spokesman Shuhei
Ogawa told reporters, referring to the
mediator.

"We are working out a plan to deal
with this issue."

He said the contact, a Japanese trad-
er who only gave his name as Asano,
asked for more time due to poor securi-
ty in the mountains and concerns about
the throng of media waiting in General
Santos City.

Japanese diplomats had expected to
meet the men on Friday but were

unable to contact the mediator. They
say they are not yet convinced the story
is true.

But Japanese media have reported
that the mens' names -- given as Yoshio
Yamakawa, 87, and Tsuzuki Nakauchi,
85, -- appeared in official records as
being in an imperial army unit that was
posted to Mindanao near the end of the
war.

The reports said they had become
separated from their unit and had set-
tled with tribal communities in the
mountains -- which are now infested
with communist and Muslim rebels --
afraid they would face a court-martial if
they returned to Japan.

The Philippines, invaded by Japan in
1941, was the scene of heavy fighting
at the end of the war as Japanese sol-
diers fiercely loyal to the emperor
fought U.S. troops across the sprawling
country, which has thousands of remote
islands.

In 1974, former Japanese army intel-
ligence officer Hiroo Onoda was found
living in the jungles on the Philippine

island of Lubang. He was unaware of
Japan's defeat in 1945 and only agreed
to return when his former commander
was sent to convince him.

The last known Japanese straggler
from the war was found in 1975 in
Indonesia.

Brutal occupation
Japanese media played the story of

the possible former soldiers prominent-
ly at home, showing footage of
Japanese troops during the war but not
touching on a brutal occupation that is
believed to have left as many as one
million Filipinos dead.

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
told reporters on Friday that if the two
were found to be Japanese soldiers, the
government would try to repatriate
them, if that was their wish.

Ogawa said the Ministry of Health
was investigating the case after it
received what appeared to be handwrit-
ten letters from the two elderly men.

Investigators from the ministry left
Tokyo for Mindanao on Saturday.

The Daily Yomiuri newspaper
reported that Yamakawa was a lieu-
tenant and Nakauchi a corporal in the
30th regiment of the 30th division that
was sent to Mindanao in 1944.

On a roster of Imperial Japanese
Army members kept in the Health
Ministry's archives, the two men were
registered as dead, the paper said.

General Santos residents said it was
well known that some Japanese soldiers
had avoided surrendering to allied
forces and had married into tribal com-
munities in the nearby mountains.

Hehache Tao, a local church minister
and a descendant of a Japanese soldier,
told reporters he had heard about the
two stragglers from his grandfather but
doubted they were still alive or, if they
were, that they wanted to go back to
Japan.

"One of the reasons why they don't
want to go back to Japan was fear that
they might be killed or punished by the
Imperial Army," Tao told reporters.
"They don't want other people to know
that they are still there."
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Japan still waiting on possible WW2 soldiers

Manila's Japanese embassy official Shuhei Ogawa (C) talks to reporters in
the southern Philippines city of General Santos on Mindanao island May 28.
Japanese officials were checking the identity of two elderly men in the south-
ern Philippines on Friday to find out whether the men were Japanese soldiers
left over from the World War Two.     REUTERS

Nepal king says aims
to hold polls in stages

Political activists from Nepal Student Union shout anti-government slogans
in the streets of Kathmandu May 26. The students are demanding the restora-
tion of democracy in the country. REUTERS

Clinton says to visit S.Lanka
rebel areas next time

The position is located in the Yemen America language Institute, American Embassy under the supervision of the YALI Accountant. The Assistant Accountant is actively involved in all aspects of the Institute’s financial adminis-
tration of YALI, which has current annual monetary activity of $1.75 - $2 million annually. The Assistant Accountant receives tuition fees, prepares invoices, reconciles receipts and expenditures, prepares internal accounting reports
and, in general terms, backs up the Accountant in all financial matters in the Accountant’s absence.
Required Qualifications: 
Education: Completion of secondary school is required. Some additional education in
accounting is required.
Prior Work Experience: Two years performing responsible work in clerical
accounting or bookkeeping (or, two years of work in an administrative capacity at YALI) 
with at least one year performing work equivalent to the next lower level in a USG 
agency and six months experience in managing cash items.
Language Proficiency: Level IV English and Arabic (Fluent) is required
Knowledge: A basic knowledge of standardized bookkeeping and accounting procedures is required.
Abilities: Ability to analyze accounts, to organize data and maintain
records, to pay attention to detail and to learn YALI and USG accounting procedures is 
required, as is an ability to work well with others and to be client-oriented.
Grade/Salary: EFM/MOH/Non Ordinarily Resident: FP-8 (to be confirmed by Washington) 
Ordinarily Resident:  FSN-6

“Computer (LAN) Operator”
The position is located in the Information Management Section, American Embassy, under the immediate supervision of the Computer Management Assistant and the general supervision of the Information System Officer (ISO).
Position is assistant to the Information Systems Officer (ISO) and Computer Management Assistant.  Primary responsibilities include the day-to-day operation of the unclassified LAN system, including troubleshooting and instal-
lation of hardware and software, and providing support (including training) to system users.

Required Qualifications:
Education: A combination of secondary school and computer technical training equivalent in duration to secondary school is required.
Prior Work Experience: At least two and a half to three years of progressively more responsible experience of a technical or administrative nature with emphasis on analytical abilities with respect to operation and management
of a Windows Local Area Network and use of Windows computers and applications.  
Language Proficiency: Level III English ability (good working knowledge) is required.  
Knowledge: A thorough understanding of Microsoft Windows operating systems and applications, as well as personal computer hardware and networking equipment (e.g., routers and switches).  Experience installing PC compo-
nents and application software.  Experience in maintaining web sites is required.  
Abilities: Incumbent must have ability to manage a Windows Local Area Network and peripherals.  Must be able to work with the user environment, passing on information to users in formal and informal environments such that
users can use their software and hardware. 
Grade/Salary: EFM/MOH/Non Ordinarily Resident: FP-7 (to be confirmed by Washington) 
Ordinarily Resident:  FSN/ERR-7
“Human Resources Clerk”
The position is located in the Human Resources Section, American Embassy, under the direct supervision of the Human Resources Specialist and the general supervision of the Management Officer.  Employee will be responsible
for performing a variety of clerical and administrative support duties.

Education: Completion of secondary school is required.  
Prior Work Experience: One to two years of clerical and/or administration experience in human resources is required
Language Proficiency: Level III English (good working knowledge) and level IV (fluent) Arabic are required
Knowledge: Must have a good knowledge of general office operations and procedural requirements pertaining to functions performed in a human resources office.
Skills: Ability to work under pressure, level II typing, good working knowledge of word processing and Access applications.
How to apply:  All Interested nationals should complete OF-612 or submit a current C.V. (with awards, recommendation letters, copies of degrees earned) that addresses the qualifications and requirements of the position, as list-
ed above, and send it to the Human Resources Office, American Embassy, Dhahr Himyar Street, P.O. Box 22347, Sanaa. Yemen, Tel:  755-2000, Fax: 303-182 no later than June 08, 2005.

NOTE: ALL ORDINARILY RESIDENT APPLICANTS MUST BE RESIDING IN
COUNTRY AND HAVE THE REQUIRED WORK AND RESIDENCY PERMITS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION.

Job Opportunities
The Embassy of The United States of America announces for an immediate job openings within its organization.

“Assistant Accountant”
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IIam sad because I don’t see much
improvement in the democratic
scene in Yemen. In fact, its like our
glorious achievements are slipping
away. I’m sad because the thoughts

are being buried alive in the minds of free
people in this country and around the world. 

I’m sad because the young men and
women of Yemen today do not believe in the
principles and ideas of their parents, the
causes for which blood was shed cheaply
and lives sacrificed.

I’m sad because journalist and writers
look over their shoulders every time they
dare to write something true reflecting real
life sufferings.

I’m sad because even the small efforts and
little voices calling for liberty are being
hushed away in the immense chaotic angry
noises of evil.

I’m sad because I don’t really know where
the danger is coming from and I fear the
smiles are only masks hiding ugly faces.
I’m sad because although I’m proud of our
national achievements I could not enjoy the
fireworks and celebration because of the
muffled cries of hungry people are still
echoing in my mind.  

I’m sad because new means have been
invented to dishonor today’s freedom
fighters in order to distract their attention
from the real battle. 

I’m sad because someone somewhere is
plotting against my country, someone
wearing patriotic mask. 

I’m sad because after 33 years, we are still
going in circles, revolving around a dream
that never came true. I’m sad because I love
my country. I’m sad because I have a real
patriotic heart more than it will ever show. 

Gentlemen, Yemen
does not need more
money! It needs a
system. Yemen need
accountable officials,
and it needs people
with some decency in
the way they work. If
the IMP, World Bank
and other
organizations pump
loans into Yemen,
where will it go?
More importantly,
how will it be paid?
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I’m still sad

Editor

NNotwithstanding all the problems Yemen is con-
fronted with at this important stage of its devel-
opment, this observer still believes very
strongly that Yemen can still reach for the ulti-
mate.  Many people will say this is unthinkable

with all the challenges facing the country internally and
internationally and there are quite a few times when this
observer was inclined to feel the same way.  This is under-
standable as clock ticks away, while little progress is made
on any of the fronts that will set us on a proper course and
launch the promising sectors in our economy towards
dynamic growth and sustained development.  This observ-
er also believes that even the not so promising sectors in
government do offer opportunities for reforms that could
make government operate more efficiently and remove the
stubborn corruption that has curtailed any drive towards
improving efficiency and performance across the board. 

The reason there is still optimism, even with the dismal
picture that the current political and economic environ
seems to reflect, is because there are mechanisms and
institutions that can help bring about a healthy change in
attitude towards government and public service.  All these
mechanisms need to be is more functional and conducive
to the responsibilities they shoulder. 

While the government must provide the major impetus
that could bring about this reversal, one cannot expect that
the government alone can wield the dynamism needed to
harness all our energies and mobilize all the available
resources towards the achievement of realistic goals and
objectives.  In this regard, people and institutions outside
government should set out their own goals and objectives
and begin to determine the most appropriate means to
arrive to these goals, given the current situation.  Many
people will say that government stimulus is necessary for
any positive move to be meaningful outside government.
This is true to a considerable extent.  In this context then,
it is appropriate to point out that government must recog-
nize that government can simply not carry on the way it
has been doing over the last fifteen years of the unification
experience.  For government to get out of its present rut
and stagnancy, there are basically two suggestions that
can be very helpful:  Government must recognize that it is
not in the healthy condition that it hopes to have people
believe it is in.  There are major drawbacks to sound gov-
ernance, largely due to the absence of accountability and
transparency in most of government activity.  Furthermore,
government institutions that are responsible for insuring
the proper conduct of government and the institution of law
and order are simply not doing their job, or doing it very
poorly.  Parliament and the Courts are simply not perform-
ing up to par.  Perhaps executive authority still has exces-
sive influence in blocking the effectiveness of these two
important institutions of government and the balance of
power of the different government institutions is just not
operative.  But, to blame this on excessive interference by
the executive branch is not enough of an excuse when the
elements that are in the legislative and judicial branches of
government make little effort to exercise their constitution-
al functions and uphold their powers.  The observer is not
failing to recognize the possible drawbacks that stand in
the way of making this assertion of power wholly effective.
However, one is not ready to forgive legislators who are
more inclined to work out the political arithmetic of their
stands rather than the contributions they could be making
to sound governance if they only insisted on asserting their
constitutional rights and carry out their functional duties
with a greater sense of responsibility and conscientious-
ness.  They should not forget that they are elected by the
people and therefore, their constituencies deserve from
them some degree of adherence to principles of sound
government that they must uphold, if they are to show their
gratitude for the votes they obtained.  This would guaran-
tee their reelection better than any political arrangements
or conformation of their stands with that of the executive
authority.  As it stands now the general population is dis-
appointed in the tepidness of the oversight functions of
Parliament and many are ready to suggest that Parliament
is serving no more than a decorative function to impress
“the international community”.  Back home, the over-
whelming majority are not at all impressed.  The courts
have even been worse at trying to assert their authority
and have been far weaker in exercising their proper role as
interpreters and enforcers of the Constitution and the
Laws.  This represents a real major drawback to the imple-
mentation of sound governance.  This results in poor con-
fidence, not only among the people of Yemen but also
among prospective investors from the many wealthy
Yemenis who are abroad and international investors.
Unless the law is applied equitably and fairly on all citizens,
there can never be any hope for convincing anyone inside
Yemen and outside that Yemen is truly a state of Law and
Order.  

No one is suggesting that this will not require brave
stands to be taken by the elements that make up our leg-
islative and judicial branches of government, and even
sacrifices.  But there is really no other way to ensure that
each authority is functioning as it should and there is no
other way that the overall interest of the Yemeni people will
be served effectively.  It is not easy, but then again, it is
also clear that the present situation is also not easy to live
with anymore.  

On the non-governmental side; i.e., civil society and the
private sector, there needs to be some assertion of public
responsibility.  Efforts must be made by people to organize
into interest groups that can wield strong influence on gov-
ernment if these organizations are themselves run in the
proper ways of sound governance.  This entails trans-
parency, greater participation by members in decision
making and accountability of officials in these organiza-
tions (including political organizations).  Civil society must
also work towards spreading awareness among the public
as to the peaceful ways by which they can influence gov-
ernment decisions.  The private sector needs to get out of
its monopolistic mentality and realize that there is enough
for everyone to have.  They should not encourage govern-
ment officials to be corrupt, but do all they can to take a
united stand against corruption.  Sound governance is in
their interest also in the long run. 

Can we get out of our rut?
Let us try sound

governance 
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Mr. President and the 15th
Anniversary of May 22nd
AAmidst our

happy days of
the glorious
May 22nd
f e s t i v a l s ,

which mark the achieve-
ment of the Yemen
Reunification, I have the
pleasure to extend heartfelt
congratulations to your
Excellency and, through
you, to the Yemeni people
inside and outside Yemen. I
pray to Allah that this magnificent occa-
sion would bring about goodness, stabili-
ty, development and prosperity…but there
is something I would like to expatiate
upon:

In a booklet published by the Yemen
Times Establishment on the last year’s
Reunification Anniversary, we pledged to
go hand in hand with you toward modern-
ization, reform, corruption eradication,
and building a modern Yemen with law
and discipline.

The Reunification achievement has its
bearing on partnership and the principles
of plurality and democracy which provide
the ground for contest and competition for
the sake of the people.

Actually, this great commemoration
comes as citizens remember historical
addresses and steps over the last year con-
cerning corruption fight, injection of new
blood into the civil, security and military
apparatuses of the government  and moti-
vating the local councils to do their duty so
that citizens get convinced to reelect them.
They urged parties, including the ruling
one, to stop their word warfare which
harms Yemen’s reputation and called for
non-imprisonment of journalists over
opinion or writing charges. They called for
strong opposition to back the government
which may be in the opposition in the
future. However, after a year, things have
become worse. We expected that corrup-
tion cases would be tackled and corrupt
officials tried along with extremists and
terrorists who scared the people and

impaired your invitations of
Arab and foreign investors
to come to Yemen.

Unemployment should
be addressed with more job
opportunities in the sectors
of fishery and agriculture.
Local, regional and interna-
tional voices warned of a
shortage in producing and
exporting oil and that to
depend heavily on it would
cause a problem soon.

Your Excellency, we still have confi-
dence in your initiatives to reform the
political and economic conditions.
However, it seems that it is time you put
your statements into practice. You are in a
sore need for a management able to set up
plans and programs and not for people
who coax disintegration and disunity of
the national solidarity by fueling political
schemes and disagreement that serve
nobody but Yemen’s enemies. They
engender conflicts before the coming elec-
tions.

Your wisdom is needed to reform things
and fight for the citizens to improve their
livelihood, security, jobs, and medical
services. Central capitals are to be rein-
vested to serve the above aims and corrup-
tion files are to be referred to the court.
Then, you will feel that the Yemeni people
is going with you along the development
path and sacrifices for a better tomorrow.

You are in need for a new-brand men
and a cabinet working on reassessment
and treatment of the existing conditions
far from disputes and useless statements.
Such a government would give the citi-
zens the impression of free elections to
come with the box as the sole judge
instead of waiting for the foreigners to
reform and change things. Pondering on
what happened in Egypt and President
Mubarak’s approval of constitutional
amendments providing for multi-candi-
date elections and the events in Lebanon
in the wake of al-Hariri’s assassination
should have given us a hint to reform our

local affairs before others do it in their dis-
cretion.

Your Excellency, all of us should shoul-
der their responsibility. You ought to
quickly apply reform, set the record
straight, refer the corrupt to the court and
terminate the service of the diehards.

Soar prices are no characteristic of a
free market. Companies and businessmen
should vie for the public interest.
Otherwise, the globalized world’s multi-
national companies would devastate
everything.

The wages law falls behind inflation
prompting senior and junior officers to
uplift their living standard even through
zigzag ways as law is absent and the
reward-and-punishment principle is flout-
ed.

Your Excellency, Yemen and the PGC
are well-stocked with reliable men. Let
them work under your leadership to
restore smile. To marginalize people is not
in favor of the next stage. Justice, security
and sound management have to be
ensured.

Your Excellency is able to achieve
equality and make officials realize that
days of abuses and narrow loyalties are
gone and that accountability has been
established along with new appointments
and modern state’s philosophy.

You are closer to the cares of the people
and are indubitably the safety valve of the
national unity. The Reunification was
finalized and joy prevailed when the
Reunification was consolidated with
blood in 1994. WE need nothing else but
the state of law and discipline and the
presence of control.

Indeed, the opposition as well as the
current government have failed to materi-
alize your ambitions. The period you set is
to about to finish. Your Excellency, why
don’t you form a new government that can
restore people’s confidence in the PGC
and its platform.

May you and the Yemeni people remain
always in prosperity, bless and continued
work for the new Yemen

By Prof. Dr.
Abdulaziz al-Tarb

MMr. Ali Salim
and a num-
ber of his
colleagues
from the

leadership of the party felt
through their stance in the
new state that they could not
cope with the ways of con-
duct in San’a.

Most of them could not
absorb the nature of the rela-
tions between the center, the
sheikhs and the tribal com-
munity.

A decision taken by the Cabinet or
broadcast in the media during the previ-
ous southern state era would have been
executable from Aden to Mahra without
questioning any one can contradict it, the
grip of the sate was strong beyond
endurance.

The 1993 parliamentary elections came
to insure the strong hold of each partner in
the previous regimes. The success of Islah
Party in gaining several seats had increas-
es the Socialist Party’s fears, a skepticism
that was revealed later during the war.

The Cabinet was reshuffled on the
basis of 2+2+1 and the Islah became a
partner in the top power. It was rumored
then that the Socialist Party was behind
the suggestion of al-Zandani to be a mem-
ber of the Presidential Council, no one
knows why.

The crises deepened
after the elections, the slo-
gan of land against the
majority of population and
number in Parliament was
clear and reflected in the
results of 1993’s elections.
Such was expected by the
Socialist Party who experi-
enced heavy losses in the
areas of his popularity.
During preparation for
constitutional amend-
ments, it was agreed that

the president and his vice would be direct-
ly elected, and they would be in one list
while Mr. Albeed was in U.S. for a med-
ical trip. 

There was another suggestion of
amendment containing another thing stip-
ulating that a president is to be elected and
then he would appoint the vice president.

This matter arouse a great amount of
mystery and a number of questions were
being asked why the agreement was
altered in the absence of Albeed, who rat-
ified it for his Socialist Party. So what
does the amendment imply?

The partner’s crisis became overt, and
the media men of both parties pledged a
role in escalating it, and each part had
reproduced his past hostility against the
other.

Many party leaders and government
executives headed back to Aden with the

intention to finally settle there and by the
beginning of 1994, it was clear that the
South of Yemen was governed in isolation
from the unity agreement and the deputies
and deputy assistants could not do their
work and therefore lost power.

Alsaily Aden commissioner had direct-
ed some of them to leave to Sana’a where
there was anxiety in the south among peo-
ple and the former sectors that all northern
employees were security members even
workers and vegetable settlers, while it
was not so sharp in the Sana’a and the
north.

Signing the treaty in the Jordanian cap-
ital was a sort of hope to overcome the
crisis, but the abstention of some Socialist
Party leaders to not return to Sana’a gave
an impression that the signing was only
for the gain of time. It was clear that the
Socialist partner did not want to stay in
Aden, receiving the letter and seemed to
be ready for war, for which we had been
prepared well earlier.

The socialist partner’s preparations for
war began late, presumably in the last
time cession has reached the execution
stage and preliminary skirmishes started.
The Aden Partner did not have the experi-
ence in dealing with America and the west
even Kuwait and Saudi Arabia backing
was lacking satisfaction in dealing with a
Socialist regime. The motive was to pun-
ish Sana’a for backing Iraq during its
occupation of Kuwait. 

The unity: Deepening the crises

BY IBRAHIM HUSSEIN
MOHAMMED

TTranslation process is the
mechanism of transferring the
core of the ideas and con-
cepts, it is intended to make
people of another language

understand the ideas. The significant
thing is to concentrate on understanding
others, is to attempt to cover the gap of
civilization.

Translators should concentrate on
translating the non-controversial issues
like science and technology and leave the
sensitive issues of every nation’s special-
ty aside so as to narrow the differences
and build a better understanding and trust. 

One can observe that  translation has
played and still can play a big role in the
dialogue between civilizations, and as
much as the relation between the Arabic
and western civilizations are concerned.
The Arabs throughout history were pro-
ducers, digesters and transformers of
ancient civilizations. The Holy Quran is a
book for dialogue, tolerance and under-

standing.
The aim of any transla-

tion process is to have an
impact on the reader of the
targeted language. Every
translation activity has one
or more specific purposes.
The aim of translation is to
serve as a cross-cultural and
bilingual communication
vehicle among nations. The
activity of translation has
developed with rising inter-
national trade, immigration,
wars, expansion of the mass
media, development of
information technology and globalization
activities. 

Translators play an important role as a
bilingual or multi-lingual cross-cultural
transmitter of culture. Translation
approaches nations and cultures from
each other. It plays as a tool of peace,
security, safety, understanding and dia-

logue among nations. 
Translation created a

special relation among
nations that extends to
human relations, political,
social, economic and moral
relations. It is a bridge in
the history of nations with
all their religions, ethnic,
races and colors. We do not
forget the role of Islamic –
Arabic civilization during
the time of Ibn Rushid, Ibn
Sina, Al-Farabi up to the
time of Harun Al-Rasheed
and al-Mamoon who

encouraged translation and were the con-
veyors of sciences, geography, philoso-
phy to the  west benefiting from them in
developing their countries. The current
scientific development returns to Arab-
Islamic civilization since ages and with-
out this role of translation such develop-
ment was not possible.

BY SAMEER ABDUL HAQ
SENIOR SPECIALIST
OFFICE OF THE PRIME
MINISTER

Translation in service of dialogue



Ath-Thawri
weekly, organ of
the YSP, 26 May
205.

Main headlines
- Blasting offices of the YSP resumed
- YSP Central Committee holds its ses-

sion Monday
- In the constituent of the preparatory

committee of youth and students,
GPC chairman, YSP deputy chair-
man and Islah general coordinator 

- Wide-scale denunciation for attacks
the two colleagues Hafidh and
Hujaira have come under 

- A follow-up committee for prisoners
formed

Columnist Tawakul Abdulsallam
Karman writes saying the abandonment
of democratic contents that came as a
condition and twin of the unity, empty-
ing the draft constitution of the unity
through amendments and omission of
its essential articles, such as relinquish-
ment of the presidency council, wide-
range-authorities local rule then the
fearful receding from the democratic
margin, make us feel that while we are
celebrating the political unity we find
ourselves pitying our feeling of our
national unity. It also makes us fear to
see those who came to the unity by
their own will, their convictions about
the unity have receded after 15 years of
unity. 

Democracy is the major condition for
the stay of the national unity of the
unity state people and it is a moral and
legal obligation. The more there is dis-

tancing from democracy, the more there
is the danger against the unity. In this
Day of Unity, the regime appeared to be
bankrupt. Its inability has become clear
in meting its obligations towards the
unity, its agreements towards its people
and the world at the same time. 

As-Sahwa week-
ly, 26 May 2005.

Main headlines
- Yemeni Congregation for Reform

(Islah) secretary-general meets
Sudanese information minister 

- Doctors threaten to go back to com-
prehensive strike

- Aggressions on citizens because of
painting and flags 

- FM visits Tehran; the visit discusses
Iran’s relation to Saada events

- In Arhab college of education, oppres-
sive practices against students 

- Lawsuit against sales tax law accept-
ed

- Leading member in the JMP disclos-
es draft for political reforms adopted
by the opposition 

- Abortive attempted assassination
against director of criminal investi-
gations in Shuaib district in Dhalie

Columnist Zaid al-Shami discusses
in his article the question of the avail-
ability of will to avoid the delay in
implementation of projects in various
sectors. He has selected the renovation
of the city of Mukalla where celebra-
tions of the unity Day were held this

year. He says in a few months the city
of Mukalla has rid itself of its tattered
attire and put on the most beautiful
image. The roads of Mukalla have been
paved with asphalt, its walls painted, its
squares illuminated, the cornice street
completed and the sewage terminal
developed to a Khore (inlet) connected
to the sea…etc. All that carried out in a
short period, while many projects
delayed, floundered and taking years to
finish. In this regard, we praise the
speed of accomplishment in the city of
Mukalla, we have to point out that our
problem lies not in capabilities, as they
are available and proven in what was
implemented in Mukalla. The problem
lies in the lack of will or the inability of
carrying out duties of responsibility.
Similar to what happened in Mukalla
took place in the capital on the 10th
anniversary of the unity. 

The Yemenis are now hoping that all
the days of the year are celebrations so
that the active movement continues for
the accomplishment of works and proj-
ects, providing work opportunities for
the unemployed. 

Al-Mithaq week-
ly, organ of the
General People’s
Congress (GPC)
22 may 2005.

Main headlines
- Radical changes achieved under the

unity, cause of pride for the Yemenis 
- Official source: Yemen commitment

to parliament recommendations,
means not deprivation of Hunt its
right to present competitive tenders

Columnist Dr Abdulaziz al-Maqalih
says in his article that maybe the talk of
Arab unity in the fifties and sixties was
colored with an amount of romanti-
cism. But the whole matter has now
changed. The general attitude towards
unity and its thought has sprung from
the conscience and the feeling of align-
ment and grouping the Arab division to
face the dangers that are gathering day
by day in an attempt to contain the Arab
homeland as a first step to destroy it. 

The dream of a united, strong and
advanced Arab homeland makes the
people all over the Arab world watch
the realization of that dream and makes
them completely forget their small dif-
ferences and regional jingoisms  and
may lead them to denouncing the state
of division that tempts the enemies to
act against them. Even the Arab
regimes that were afraid of the talk of
unity are now hoping the return of uni-
tary sentiments to their earlier warmth
to create a resistance to the return of the
forces of occupation under new names
and excuses to achieve their intentions
of hegemony over the Arab land and to
control its resources and markets as

well as to tighten the grip around the
competing big powers. 

Al- Muaaradha
(Opposition)
weekly, 26 May
2005.

Main headlines
- Islah party boycotts unity celebrations
- National coalition government headed

by al-Attas
- Emergence of two leaderships com-

pete for legitimacy in leading the
Baath Regional leadership

- Al-Attas criticizes opposition from
abroad, decides to return home soon

- Two killed and seven arrested from al-
Houthi followers in Sana’a

- Demonstrations in protest of cement
black market in Amran governorate

- Non-official statistics: 20 thousand
AIDS cases in Yemen

Editor in chief of the newspaper
writes saying it has become one of the
undisputed things the disclosure of the
false allegation of the American admin-
istration that it is a bearer of the banner
of democracy and human rights. The
fact is that the American administration
uses these slogans as a cover to hide
and pass on its interests and interfere in
internal affairs of countries, steal their
riches and control the courses of their
development in the manner serving the
American and Zionist interests. 

The image of the American mentali-
ty has been clearly depicted in dealing
with the heroes of freedom in the Iraqi
prison of Abu Ghraib, desecration of
the holy Koran in Guantanamo Bay
detention and the humiliation of former
Iraqi president Saddam Hussein
through publication of degrading pic-
ture without observing the minimum
degrees of respect of human rights at
least as a citizen. On the other hand, the
Zionists are preparing themselves to
desecrate the Aqsa Mosque to storm it
and destroy it. They (Americans and
Zionists) look at us as backwards who
do not deserve to live on this earth.
They practice against us the ugliest
sorts of terror and arrogance because
they possess a tyrannous power empty
of any morals. 

Ash_Shoura
weekly, organ of
the Union of
People’s Forces
of Yemen, 25
May 2005.

Main headlines
- Continued military movements and

demolition of houses in Saada
- Six victims in armed confrontation

between the security and al-Houthi
supporters in the capital Sana’a 

- Parliamentarians: Hunt incapable of
suing 

- Legal organizations stage sit-in strike
demanding abolishment of
Specialized Criminal Court

Columnist Abdulrahman
Mohammed Al-Sharif says in  his arti-
cle indicators denote the authority
endeavour to dissolve the two parties of
the Union of People’s Forces and the
al-Haq and the unjustifiable official
antagonism against them. This stance
can be felt from the speech of the pres-
ident of the republic in which there was
an open fomenting against the two
political parties in dependence on al-

Houthi interview in the Al-Wassat
newspaper and an interview with Dr
Mohammed Abdulmalik al-Mutawakil
in the Annas newspaper. All those were
merely ordinary press interviews hav-
ing nothing that may arouse this revolt
against democracy and political plural-
ism. 

It has not been in mind of anyone
that our country falls to this degree of
recession in the level of freedom and
setback of democracy in this form
heralding of serious consequences. This
backing down from democracy and
despotic measures would not lead to
control of the regime on reins of power
in full.
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Presented by Mohammed Khidr

JJane Novak unfortunately has
fallen as a victim to the allega-
tions of the Houthists. Dear
Jane Novak, this is not in
defense of Ali Abdullah Saleh

or in defense of the Yemeni influential
people who are in control of Yemen at
the moment. You should know the
thoughts of the Houthists whom you
naively defend. They do consider
Yemenis other than themselves as
insects and dung because they do not
belong to the mythological two tum-
mies. To them their enemies are the
Yemeni people who do not believe in
their primitive backward sect, the devil
and then Israel and America. They do
not believe in democracy and they
want us to be slaves as we were before
1962 revolution. I am not defending
America or Israel because they know
how to defend themselves. If Houthists
consider non-tummyists insects and
dung, their Slogan is: “ Death to
America, Death to Israel” copied from
the Iranian Fanatic Slogan “ Mard Par
Amrica Mard Par Israel” in other
words they are implementing an
Iranian agenda in Yemen. So, if you
like racists and backward people and is
enamored with the  use of  a backfiring
gun, then it is your business and
Americans cannot fall victims to a
mentally retarded monkey like Al-
Wazeer the Tabaranist (a native of
Tabaristan in northern Iran) who has
not learnt yet after all those years of
stay in USA to look at the world and
humanity from a different developed
perspective but is still narrow-minded
thinking that he is a descendant of a
sublime extraterrestrial jewel and other
Yemenis are dung-descendants. Some
women like being battered and it is
only natural that there are other women
who are for predators. If you do not
believe me, you are welcome in Yemen
to read their thoughts and ideas so that
you can have an unbiased opinion and
I am ready to meet you if you so wish.

I have received many messages crit-
icizing me for attacking Al-Hassani
who as they say has legitimate gripes.
Everybody should know that I am not
against his criticism of the rulers but I

am completely against him when he
accuses all northerners as a foreign
occupation of the south and that the
South is “South Arabia” not “South
Yemen”. If Mr. Hassani speaks for all
Yemenis north and south I am with
him. Furthermore, Mr. Hassani is not
that clean to speak about anybody
because he is red-handed and an
opportunist all along. If he gets my
advice he would have been stronger
and more convincing and thanks god
he did not.  

An intelligent reader of my articles
would know that I am not siding with
anybody, simply because I am an inde-
pendent and a mere normal simple and
humble citizen and I am not going to
change my line or way of thinking due
to false allegations of this and that,
who are color blind. Mr. Hani Sharei
who is to me a known Houthist believ-
ing that Yemenis who do not belong to
the Batnain (i.e. two tummies) are
dung and insects says in his letter to
YT that I have sold myself to the devil
i.e. the Yemeni Regime. Mr. Sharei
knows very well that the Houthists are
still in control of Yemen South and
North and that they are like
chameleons, ungrateful like cats and
sinister like vipers for although they
constitute 10% of the population, being
of Persian stock and are in control of
80% of Yemeni fertile land and capital.
They are the rulers, the opposition and
the clergy and are still complaining
being oppressed while they are the
oppressors. Moreover, if I were a ben-
eficiary of the state coffer, I would not
live miserably, use public transport and
have to contend day and night in order
to make ends meet. 

Finally, I am with all those Yemenis
who call for an overall change and who
defend all Yemen and speak for all
Yemenis without regional or sectarian
distinctions. I am not with those who
derive sanctity and supremacy from
religion like Mr. Hani Sharei or those
who because they lost their interests
like Hassani call selfishly for the re-
partition of Yemen. If after all this you
think this is like selling oneself to the
devil then, I am for it.

By Yahya Al-Olfi 
alolfi@hotmail.com

Reflections
MARD PAR AMRICA MARD PAR ISRAEL

“Jane Novak a docile
pupil of a monkey monk”

WWe have all been
shocked by the
defaming article pub-
lished in the zero
issue of al-Bilad

weekly against Haifz al-Bukari,
Secretary General of the Yemeni
Journalists Syndicate (YJS) and his wife
Rahmah Hujairah, head of the Yemen
Female Media Forum. It is disgusting
and awful language that the paper used
in badmouthing the two journalists. All
journalists were very much outraged by
such kind of articles that aim to demol-
ish the profession of journalism at large.
The trash paper did not do that out of
nothing, rather it showed through that
piece that it is angry over the articles
written by Hujairah and the stands taken
by al-Bukari from his position in the
YJS to defend freedom of media.

It seems that the political regime in
Yemen is running out of all its tricks and
ways of hassling journalists, opposition
figures and human rights activists. Some
days ago, the police invented the new
accusation for the famous opposition
writer Abdulraheem Muhsen. He was
arrested under the pretext that he was
driving heedlessly for being drunken.
This is a silly joke and invited the laugh-
ter of everybody.  

Now, it is the turn of our colleagues
al-Bukari and Hujairah. The two guys
were defamed and painted with a
shameful language. There is no ground
for such an attack against them expect
for the fact that Hujairah wrote an article
criticizing the behavior of the authorities
in arresting Muhsen and the rule of
President Saleh. Al-Bukari is trying his
best to live up to the expectations of his
colleagues in the YJS and  stand by free-
dom of media and work against harass-
ment of journalists. This is the stroke
that broke the camel’s back. 

The authorities have tried several
ways to gag journalists, sometimes by
beating them up, putting them in jails or
even accusing them of being agents or
Zionists working for “foreign agencies
to hamper the national interests”, split-
ting political parties, creating clown

newspapers to compete strong and influ-
ential ones and many other kinds of
such stuff.

The political regime understands well
that that putting journalists in jail will
break hell loose and will go against its
commitments to the world to respect
democracy, human rights and freedom
of press.  It understands that the donors
are no longer ready to grant their money
to totalitarian regimes that use such
funds in oppressing their people.   

As the rulers recognize the important
and watchdog role some newspapers
have started to play in reporting corrup-
tion issues and criticizing wrongdoings,
they have started inventing a new way of
silencing opposition voices, if even
through funding yellow papers to play
this role of defamation and abuse. As the
ruling party directed its newspapers to
stop fighting back against the opposition
media writings, it has pushed some of
their people to start new papers  like al-
Bilad and others to do the job, claiming
they are independent papers. 

In this way, the big guys believe that
they will  hit the nail on the head and do
two jobs at the same time; one defaming
and attacking critical voices calling for
justice and an end for corruption,
attempting to undermine their role of
comforting the afflicted and afflicting
the comfortable corrupt crooks.  The
other will be demolishing the noble
value of the press and its role in inform-
ing the public and in democratization
drive at large; it thinks this will make the
press lose its credibility among the pub-
lich.

But, we as media professionals should
not let up and be scared. Rather, we
should continue to write and disclose the
wrongdoings of the officials.  We should
also defend the professionalism of our
profession through the YJS. If we work
professionally, we will be able to make
our voice heard. The attack against our
colleagues whose honor cannot be ques-
tioned expect by such trash papers
makes us know we are on the right track
and doing the right job. Do not you think
so?!

By Mohammed
Hatem al-Qadhi
mhalqadhi@hotmail.com

Defamation…another
way of hassling media

BY CLAUDE MARTIN AND IAN
JOHNSON

NNobody can get through the
day without using a prod-
uct that comes from a for-
est.  To a greater extent
than most people realize,

the paper we write on, the water that
comes out of our taps, the medicine that
heals us, the wood that builds our hous-
es and furniture, all originate from
forests. Forests provide the fresh air we
breathe and habitats for endangered
species. They also provide us with
recreational opportunities, increasingly
important in our complex world.
Approximately 1.5 billion of the
world’s rural poor directly depend on
forests for basic needs like food and
fuel-wood.

Yet deforestation continues. Every
year, we lose 14.6 million hectares
(56,000 square miles) of forests – an
area almost four times the area of
Switzerland. Irresponsible forest man-
agement, enhanced by poor governmen-
tal regulation and enforcement, and
markets that reward illegal logging, are
conspiring to denude the world’s most
valuable and threatened forests. Once
forests start to disappear, a host of envi-
ronmental, social, and economic ills
usually follow, affecting us all in some

way.
Indonesia’s Sumatra Island is a good

example. Pulp and paper companies are
driving rampant and illegal destruction
of forests that contain the richest diver-
sity of plants in the world.  It is likely
that plants not yet discovered will dis-
appear along the way, as well as such
endangered species as the Sumatran
rhino and elephant, as well as the orang-
utan. When Sumatra’s forests disappear,
entire communities of people will also
find themselves with no proper place to
live and no decent way to make a living.

Moreover, the distortion to global
markets caused by trading in illegally,
cheaply produced products results in
disadvantages for responsible corporate
citizens. Developing countries are los-
ing $15 billion in tax revenues annually
due to illegal logging. To make matters
worse, the demand for wood for recon-
struction following last year’s tsunami
is intensifying the already untenable
demands being placed on Sumatra’s
forests.

Similar threats to forests are evident
in the Amazon and Congo Basin. The
recent UN Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment (MEA) shows that forests
in these and other critical regions are in
serious decline due to mismanagement
and will continue to disappear unless
serious measures are taken. Information

released by the government of Brazil
indicates that deforestation of the irre-
placeable forests of the Amazon, due to
factors such as agricultural conversion,
reached 2.6 million hectares (roughly
10,000 square miles) in the past year,
bringing the total deforested area of the
Amazon to 17%. 

But the battle against deforestation is
not lost. Diverse organizations, environ-
mentalists, and corporations concerned
with the state of world’s forests are join-
ing forces to reverse deforestation and
improve forest management. For exam-
ple, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
and the World  Bank have helped
Brazil’s government kick-start an initia-
tive that established over 17 million
hectares (69,000 square miles) of new
forest-protected areas such as national
parks. The WWF/World Bank alliance
also motivated partners to establish a
trust fund to manage these protected
areas in perpetuity.

Similarly, a summit among the lead-
ers of the Congo Basin countries result-
ed in extraordinary cross-border cooper-
ation on forest conservation and respon-
sible management. This in turn led to a
$53 million initiative by the United
States State Department to promote
Congo forest conservation. Since the
leaders first met in 1999, 3.5 million
hectares (more than 13,000 square

miles) of new protected areas have been
established in the Congo Basin. 

Nevertheless, given the effects of last
December’s Asian tsunami, the weight
of evidence provided by the MEA, and
deforestation statistics from key forest
regions, our efforts must continue. The
World Bank and WWF recently pledged
to unite in an effort to assist in reducing
the rate of global deforestation by 10%
by 2010, and to work with other public
and private sector institutions to pursue
ambitious targets on forest conserva-
tion.

WWF studies show that if the world’s
forests are allotted among a mix of uses
and types – including protected areas,
responsibly managed commercial
forests, and restored forest landscapes –
we can provide the world’s needs for
forest products while conserving impor-
tant environmental and social values for
the foreseeable future. Business leaders,
governments, and civil society organi-
zations must play their part in realizing
this vision.

Dr. Claude Martin is Director
General of WWF International and
Ian Johnson is Vice President for
Sustainable Development at the World
Bank.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2005. 

Saving the trees of life
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n Thursday - May 19, 2005, a
remarkable milestone has
been achieved in Hadhramout
Governorate by Canadian
Nexen Petroleum East Al Hajr

Ltd. (Block 51) that pumped its first oil
production from Bashir AL-Khair Field with a
daily range of 24,000 barrels per day
through its sales pipeline going down
towards Ash-Shihr Oil Export Terminal in AL-
Dabbah coastal area approximately 45 kms
east of Mukalla City, Hadhramout. 

Under the auspices of H.E. Ali Abdullah
Saleh, President of the Republic of Yemen,
Dr. Rasheed S. Barabba, Minister of Oil &
Mineral Resources, inaugurated the East
Al Hajr Block (51) First Oil Production in
Hadhramout Governorate and in order to
celebrate this occasion Canadian Nexen
Petroleum East Al Hajr Ltd. (CNPE) had
arranged a ceremony held in its Block 51
camp in Ressib District, Sah Directorate,
attended by MOM, PEPA, Hadhramout
Governorate officials, Hadhramout members
of Parliament & Shoura Councils, local com-
munity dignitaries, contractors, local and
international employees.

Eng. Nabil AL-Qawsi, Chairman of
Petroleum Exploration and Production
Authority, Chairman of the Celebration
Preparatory Committee, started the celebra-
tion by delivering a speech in which he said:
“It is of great pleasure for me on behalf of
myself and my colleagues to be here at this
special moment marking history in Yemen’s
oil production. Especially that this celebra-
tion comes in line with the 15th anniversary
of the blessed Yemeni Unity. Block 51 of
East Al Hajar has achieved tremendous
achievements and has toped its continuous
efforts with this production. The company
has worked steadily and through scientific
and accurate means step by step discover-
ing (Basheer Al-Khair A1) then  (Basheer
Al-Khair B1) in an optimum times and final-
ly the development of the  Basheer Al-Khair
oil fields. We are very proud of this relation
with Canadian Nexen and rely on the good
spirits that we share. Our relation is char-
acterised with transparency and through
common work we believe we can achieve
further success and eliminate any obstacles
that we may face.”

After Mr. Nabil’s speech, a fine poem was
addressed by a local Yemeni poet, 2 Yemeni
dancing bands and a charming group of
school girls performed impressive Yemeni
folklore dances.

Following the dances, Mr. David Mitchell,
President & General Manager of Canadian
Nexen East Al Hajr (Block 51), gave  a
speech in which he emphasized that the
work comes as a result of the combined
efforts of the teams behind this block and
that he is happy it coincides with the Yemeni
Unity celebration. He commented further:
“This is a very proud moment for the entire
Block 51 team. Working closely with our
partners in the Operating Committee,
Ministry of Oil, PEPA, Local Authorities
and Communities in the Hadramout
Governorates, and with our contractors,
together we achieved first production
through an early production system and a
new sales pipeline, on November 9th last
year, over four months ahead of schedules
and less than 11 months from the decelera-
tion of commerciality, while working to the
highest safety and environmental standards.
Today we are producing 24,000 barrels of

oil per day. This fast development of pro-
duction is a tremendous achievement which
would be hard to equal in any country in the
world. We could not have done this without
you, and to all our staff, contractors, and
partners in government and in the local
communities, a special thank you for your
continuing strong support as we complete
construction through the coming months.”

At this point came the warm comments of
Mr. Charles Fischer, Nexen’s President and
Chief Executive Officer from Calgary,
Canada. This is Mr. Fischer’s fifth visit to
Yemen and who as stated by Mr. David
Mitchell: “Charles and Larry Murphy have
been directly responsible for developing
Nexen internationally and in Yemen.
Charlie Fischer has also been directly
responsible for developing Nexen’s core val-
ues of integrity, safety and environmental
responsibility, for which Nexen is today
known as respected internationally.”

In his statement, Mr. Ficher said that he is
delighted to be back in Yemen again and
especially celebrating the national event of
May 22nd  with all the Yemeni people, to cel-
ebrate peace, harmony and progress. He
termed this inauguration of the 51 Block as
an exciting milestone that represents a sig-
nificant investment in time, cooperation and
hard work. He said: “Nexen’s partnership
with the Yemenis had very humble origins. It
began with a dream in a desert landscape
way back in 1986. But hard work, coopera-
tion, trust and friendship built that land-
scape into a world-class world-renowned
operation. We began producing oil from
Yemen in 1993, and ever since, we’ve seen
tremendous success from these operations.
Nexen and the Republic of Yemen are very
dependent on each other. We are very proud
of the positive relationship and of the friend-
ships that have been built with the govern-
ment and at the local level. It is a relation-
ship built on trust, communication and
respect. For us, our future in the republic of
Yemen continues to be a bright one. We had
tow explorations discoveries on East
Al Hajar (Block 51) in 203. The first of these
discoveries came on-stream late last year
using an early production system, and the
second discovery will begin production later
this year. We are very pleased with the speed
with which we have been able to develop
these oil fields.”

Mr. Fischer mentioned that this year the
company is planning to invest US$ 200 mil-
lion to complete development in BAK-A and
BAK B fields and to continue exploring the
block by drilling four exploration wells, and
he emphasized that early exploration results
are promising. He added : “To be successful,
a project like this requires the collaboration
of a diverse group of highly skilled people
working together to achieve a common goal.
We were assisted on our quest by many dif-
ferent people throughout Yemeni govern-
ment, including the Minister of Oil and
Mineral Resources, the Petroleum
Exploration and Production Authority, the
Hadhramout Governor, the governorate
offices and many local community digni-
taries and members, and the local and inter-
national employees including many local
contractors and subcontractors. On behalf
of Nexen I would like to sincerely thank all
of your for your hard work and support for
this project.” He emphasized:  “Our philos-
ophy has always been that we should
behave as though we are guests in your
country and conduct our business accord-
ingly.”

H.H. Dr. Rasheed Barabba, Minister of
Oil & Mineral Resources, commented on the
event saying: “These achievements in the
oil and minerals sector are an implementa-
tion of the President of the Republic’s
instructions to enhance economy and

With the coincidence of the Yemeni Unification Day 15th Anniversary Celebrations in Mukalla, 
A remarkable milestone achieved in Hadhramout Governorate

Canadian Nexen Yemen East Al Hajr Ltd. (CNPE)
Inaugurated its First Oil Production from

Bashir Al Khair Oil Fields in Block East Al Hajr (51)

H.E. Dr. Rasheed Barabba,
Minister of Oil & Mineral
Resources

Eng. Nabil Al-Qawsi,
Chairman of Petroleum
Exploration & Production
Authority

Mr. Charles Fischer,
President & CEO, Nexen
Inc. – Canada

Mr. David Mitchell,
CNPE President & General
Manager
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encourage development and open up to more investments.
We have done this through setting out attractive strategies
to encourage investments in this sector and to provide a
number of insurances and guarantees for the investors in
order to secure more successful projects. Our celebration
today proves that achieving such ambitions is possible and
that this policy is the way to development. We repeat our
congratulations to Canadian Nexen Petroleum East Al
Hajar and all Yemeni and foreign staff of the company who
helped turning ambitions into reality.”

After the Minister’s speech, it came the historic moment
when H.H. Dr. Rasheed Barabba along with Mr. Charles

Fischer, with the warmest applause from the ceremony
attendees of high ranking officials, guests of honor, Nexen’s
board of directors & CNPY & CNPE top managements, cut
the ribbon of the first oil production memorial marble plate.
Then His Excellency stepped the ceremony stage, turned
on the production valve and so quickly the production point-
er raised up to the average of 24,000 barrels per day.
Finally, the ceremony guests of honor had had lunch at
Block 51 site. 

In general, Canadian Nexen Petroleum East Al Hajr Ltd.
(Block 51) first oil production is a considerable success and
a significant addition to the Yemeni economy.
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Exchange Rate for
the Yemeni Rial 

US Dollar 191.9900 192.2600
Sterling Pound 351.4000 351.8900
Euro 241.5500 241.8900
Saudi Rial 51.1900 51.2700
Kuwaiti Dinar 657.3600 658.2900
UAE Dirhem 52.2700 52.3500
Egyptian Pound 33.1000 33.1500
Bahraini Dinar 509.2400 509.9600
Qatari Rial 52.7500 52.8200
Jordanian Dinar 270.9800 271.3600
Omani Rial 498.6700 499.3700
Swiss Franc 156.1900 156.4100
Swedish Crown 26.3100 26.3500
Japanese Yen 1.7850 1.7875

Currency Buying Selling

Source: Central Bank of YemenBY MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

PParliamentary sources
have deemed the
pressures the American
oil company Hunt
practices on the Yemeni

government for continuation in
operating the oil sector No. 18 in the
governorates of Mareb and al-Jawf
does not depend on any papers
possessed by the company for
violation of a decision taken by the
parliament on non-renewal of the
contract with Hunt that would expire
by the end of November. 

In a meeting held between the
Yemeni prime minister Abdulqader
Bajammal and president of Hunt
company, the government confirmed
that it had no other choice but to seek
the help of another operator to
manage the sector following the
decision of the parliament.
Nevertheless, the prime minister said
that the Hunt Company would be
given priority in case it desired to
continue is work according to new
agreements for operation. 

The parliamentary sources
commented on that by emphasizing
that the government commitment to
parliament decision was stemming
from an economic stand at the
backdrop of the parliament resolution
that had been taken according to legal
procedures no bearing any political
dimension. 

Media sources had earlier
mentioned that the company would
demand compensation amounting to
$7 billion but parliamentary sources
ruled that out because the company
does not possess any legal excuses
for suing. Prime Minister Bajammal
and the regional director of TOTAL
Company had agreed on seeking help
of an independent consultant to
present a neutral report to assist the
Yemeni government to operate the
liquefied gas project. That project has

been delayed for a long time because
of the crisis of Southeast Asia and
some companies dillydallying in its
implementation in addition to non-
availability of external markets for
exportation. Yemen attaches great
expectations to the liquefied gas
project whose cost amounts to $5.2
billion, as Yemen is considered
among the poorest countries in the
world with regard to possessing
alternatives to oil reserves that might
deplete by the year 2012. President
Ali Abdullah Saleh has warned that
petroleum reserves would exhaust by
that date and that the government had
to search for alternatives. 

Yemen seeks to export its natural
gas resources that are estimated at
about 2.10 trillion cubic feet and they
are situated in the region of Mareb to
the east of Sana’a along with oil

reserves. However, the total reserves
of natural gas in Yemen seem to be
very small in comparison with
Qatar’s reserves of gas, which are
estimated at 900 trillion cubic feet.
Yemen plans the projects, costing
$5.2 billion, which is the most
important in the history of the
country since 1997. The project was,
nevertheless, postponed due to the
great world drop because of the Asian
economic crisis and thereafter (1997-
1998) but the latest rise in demand
has encouraged the Yemen Gas
Company of which shares the
TOTAL Company owns 43%, to
begin the project after finding
possible buyers. Yemen has lately
signed three contracts for exporting
natural gas, ranging between 6 and 7
million tons of natural gas per year,
to the United States and South Korea
over 20 years starting from 2009. The
contract stipulates that the Korean
Firm for gas should begin buying
from December 2008 of an amount
estimated at least 3.1 tons a year and
over 20 years, to be increased by one
million tons later. The American
market would take the remainder
amount of production per year
beginning from May 2009, via the
French TOTAL Company and a
Belgian company. The project
includes the construction of 320km-
long pipeline to transport liquefied
gas to liquefaction factories in Aden
at a rate of 5.3 million tons per year,
in addition to building a gas

exportation terminal. However, Mr.
Mustafa al-Ruwais, representative of
the World Bank in Yemen said the
liquefied gas would be an alternative
to petroleum. Director-general of the
Yemen Natural gas company, who
was working for the French
Company TOTAL says despite that
the project would not solve the
Yemen problems; it would give it a
push for 20 years ahead. If the project
is not implemented in the few coming
years there would be no revenues,
and absence of revenues, along with
population increase, constitutes a
source of anxiety for the west. The
population of Yemen is over 20
million and it is not an OPEC
member. Its daily production of
petroleum amounts to 380 thousand
barrels per day, according to what
was mentioned by the Yemeni deputy
prime minister, Ahmed Mohammed
Soufan.Yemen exports more than
half of its modest production of
petroleum and this represents more
than 90% of the country’s exports
and more than 70% of the budget
revenues. There are no accurate
estimates on Yemeni petroleum
reserves but international
organisations estimate that they
would finish after 20 years. The
deputy prime minister, minister of
planning added that Yemen was
facing dangers of water resources
depletion during the similar period,
and that the gas project may help in
fighting terror in the country, as the

American International Herald
Tribune says, as it is known that the
individual share of the annual
revenues of he country is 510 dollars
and illiteracy among women is over
70%. The minister added that the
president’s call for looking for
alternatives to petroleum was
springing from the rapid growth of
population that is expected to double
in the coming twenty years. A
western diplomat says they are trying
to help Yemen to get rid of terror and
pointed out that the international
community was generous with this
poor country.

Director-General of Yemen Gas
Company said security was among
the hindrances of the gas project that
is situated nearby Mukalla where a
terrorist attack had taken place
against the French oil tanker Limburg
and resulted in the death of one
person. He added that they were
building an underground pipeline and
would take all security precautions in
cooperation with the Yemeni
authorities. He says the local tribes
could benefit from the project and
would take part in the security
measures. Experts demand from
Yemen to implement reforms it is in
dire need for besides the gas project,
especially the abolition of the
government’s subsidiary to
petroleum products that cost the
government $800 million and
amounts to fifth of the government
spending.

Hunt exercises pressure to,
Violate parliament resolution

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

SSources at the State
Authority of Investment
have announced that the
authority has taken the
first steps for promoting

a number of strategic projects in a
number of Arab, Asian and world
markets. The sources clarified that
the projects included various sec-
tors among them industries and
assemblage of cars, iron and steel,
tourist villages and resorts as well
as the industry of marble, glass,
granite and cement whose raw
materials are existent in economic
quantities on the Yemeni territories. 

They added the authority would
pay much attention in this regard to
Yemeni investor expatriates abroad,
especially in the coming period, in
order to attract their investments to
Yemen. They indicated that the
authority was always keen to keep
pace with world new variables in
the area of investments, confirming
that the law of investment in Yemen
was flexible and the authority could
introduce amendments to it any
time there would be need for that
with the purpose of offering further
facilities and simplified procedures
to improve the investment climate
and environment in Yemen for the
flow of more investments.

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

IImplementation and con-
struction works pertaining to
tunnels of the strategic
coastal road linking the dis-
trict of Sihoot to Nashtoon

area, the governorate of Mahra. 
The road is 146 km long at a total

cost amounting to $25 million with
joint funding by the government
and the Arab Fund for Economic
and Social Development. 

Secretary-General of the Local
Council at Hasween district
Mohammed Ahmed Shamlan said
the project, whose 90% of it was
finished up until now, included dig-
ging and construction of four tun-
nels in the Fartak Mountain-1 paral-
lel to Nashtoon coastal area with a
length of 1015 meters, the second
near to Hasween district with 1540
meters long, the third tunnel, 360
meters long and the forth tunnel
250 meters long. 

Mr Shamlan considers the project
Sihoot-Nashtoon road in the gover-
norate of Mahra of the important
strategic roads as it links the coastal
stripe areas of the governorates of
Mahra and Hadramout, on the one
hand and Yemen to the Sultanate of
Oman and via it to the Gulf State on
the other. He has made it clear that
the project would serve regions of
the coastal stripe, facilitate move-
ment trading activity and marketing
agricultural, and fish products to
the coastal districts of Hasween,
Kashan, Sihoot and Maseela in the
governorate of Mahra, rich with
fish wealth fishery. It would also
reduce the time span of the trip
between the governorates of Mahra
and Hadramout from seventeen
hours to just five hours.

Promotion 
of investment 

projects
abroad

Completion of the
strategic coastal

way in Mahra 
governorate

BY WALID AL-SAQQAF
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

WWashington - The
Yemeni team
representing the
Ministry of Water
and Environment,

had won a World Bank award totaling
about $127,000 for the implementation
of a proposal in ‘Reusing Mosque
Water for Irrigation”. Yemen was one
out of 30 winners in the Development
Marketplace 2005 event held in
Washington last week. The award was
handed over by President of the WB

James Wolfensohn on Wednesday to
the head of Yemen’s delegation to the
event, Dr. Hussien Al-Gunied, Deputy
Minister for Environment Affairs at the
WB’s headquarters in the American
Capital. 

“I am quite happy for our
achievement and winning this
prestigious award. Being awarded
among 2,600 competitors means that
we have achieved the top 2% rank in
the world. This is something we ought
to be proud about.” Dr. Al-Gunied
said.

The application for grant from
Yemen was solely organized by the

Department of Environmental Affairs
of the Ministry and aims at conserving
scarce water resources in Yemen
through the reuse of cleansing water
from mosques for irrigation.

“This shows Yemen’s willingness
and ability to be innovative and help
develop projects that will have great
impact on farmers in the grassroots
level. I believe that this is also a source
of encouragement and motivations for
Yemeni NGOs and civil society
organizations to participate in future
marketplace events.” the Deputy
Minister said.

“I believe the project will be

successful and we are committed to
use the grant effectively to benefit the
community. This project is a message
to all that mosques may not only be a
place for worshipping, but it could as
well serve in irrigation, education, and
assistance to the community.”

Through a partnership between the
government’s Department of
Environmental Affairs and a water
engineering firm, this project would
develop grey-water treatment and
distribution facilities to recover grey
water from mosques in 3 pilot
communities. In doing so, it would
increase incomes by adding irrigated

land and increasing water availability.
To promote social acceptance and to
increase understanding of grey-water
reuse and sustainable water
management, the project would
conduct a public awareness campaign
and seek the support of religious
leaders, sheikhs, and government
officials. In addition, the Department
of Environmental Affairs would
disseminate the project experience and
results gained to other communities.

This project expects to reduce
groundwater extraction for agriculture
and initiate an industry to reuse grey
water throughout Yemen.

Yemen wins World 
Bank prestigious award
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TTribalism in Yemen is a his-
toric and social phenome-
non. The Yemeni tribes
emerged within the political
existence in the reign of the

Queen of Sheba. These tribes, including
Hemiar, Madhaj and Hamdan, which are
also considered as the most famous and
contemporary tribes in Yemen, played an
important political role in the south parts
of the Arabian Peninsula.

From these tribes, descended other
smaller tribes such as Hashid and Bakeel
that are stretched over different parts of
the country and still maintain their tradi-
tions and social decorum. When one
reads the reality of the tribe as a social
phenomenon, he/she is bound to per-
ceive a great change in the social values
and concepts toward the contemporary
life.  The tribal groups proved them-
selves capable of strong interaction,
prompt response to the new political and
economic impacts.

Reality of the tribal community
today:

The political conflicts and clashes
experienced in North Yemen after the
September 26 Revolution and events of
central areas in the eighties made popu-
lar militias out of the tribes that have
their impacts on the economic and social
situations of the country. 

Over the past three decades, the
observer could realize that Yemeni tribes
got involved in civil wars and revenges,
and this in turn led to exacerbating the
tribal violence which is still pursued up
until now. Series of wars and revenge
incidents are on the rise without any
immediate action taken by the State or
the political parties, and negligence of
the State compelled tribes to live in iso-
lation for a long time.

Relation between the tribe, State,
and the political forces: 

Some cultured people hold the view
that it is necessary for the State to get rid

of the tribal system, particularly as the
tribal beings constitute an insurmount-
able political barrier, which hinders the
development of modern Yemen. The fact
can be found in the development of his-
tory of the area where the state appeared
to be a strong political and administra-
tive regime. The tribal communities suc-
ceeded in integrating themselves in the
frame of the state and its cultural and
ideological system, this means that the
tribe is not higher than the state as
expected by others, rather it is a social
institution that is usually affected by the
social, economic and political develop-
ments of the whole country.

Crisis of relation between the tribe
and the state on one hand and political
forces on the other:

The ongoing Sa’ada events and their
consequences confirm frailty of relation
between government dignitaries and
locals in the area and the capability of
political forces and religious figures in
coping with the tribal community.
Political forces and religious figures
manifest their power in transforming
tribal groups to military wings to be
exploited when needed. 

Frailty of the state’s relation with the
tribal community is manifested in its
being limited to some certain personali-
ties who exploit the individual to serve
their personal interests, particularly in

days of election.
Political parties and religious forces

secured fertile places in tribal communi-
ties in order for them to develop their
views, and support their prominent fig-
ures through using tribes as military
wings.

Political parties and religious groups
exploit tribesmen by inciting wars and
conflicts between members of the same
tribe with the intention to support their
candidates of parliamentary elections.

The obstacles facing the tribal com-
munity these days are the result of wrong
policies adopted toward the tribe and the
kind of treatment with their individuals.
Parties and authorities never contribute
to developing the tribal community;
rather they appear to consider any tribe
as a traditional institution to be exploited
when needed. 

The State and the political parties
never help the tribal communities in fac-
ing the economic challenges. Education,
for instance, experiences ongoing deteri-
oration in almost all the school grades,
and such is reflected in the educational
outputs. Moving toward the religious
education run by religious groups in the
primitive areas and the frailty of public
education in such areas help the tribe
restore the traditional concepts.

The government’s dominance over
most of the tribal areas can not be
achieved by gathering and intensifying

military troops. This can rather be
achieved when tribesmen feel that the
existence of the government provides
them with safety and protects them from
revenge incidents as well as giving them
jobs in public institutions and providing
them with public services.

The government should not resort to
threats and arrests in case a tribesman
carries some violent acts as is realized in
many areas. A better alternative for the
State is to improve and consolidate its
relation with tribes to avoid losses of
bodies and properties.

Tribe and weapons:
The authorities accused late the mili-

tary wing in al-Haq and Popular Forces
Unionist parties, both adhere to the Zaidi
movement, of standing behind Sa’ada
events, and by tomorrow, one can expect
the authorities to accuse the military
wing in parties of so and so of standing
behind events in Marib or al-Jawf. 

A multidimensional question appeal-
ing to the mind is: “How were such mil-
itary wings formed, how did they get
weapons and how were they trained?”

The tribal community is considered a
military wing armed with its weapons it
buys from the markets of weapons left
after conflicts between republican and
monarch supporters.  The tribal commu-
nities are found to keep their weapons to
protect themselves from wars, revenges
and racial conflicts prevailing the tribal
environment.

If the government eradicated violence
and ethnical conflicts between tribes-
men, it would be able to disarm tribes-
men easily, particularly as they are still
not proficient to mishandle different
types of weapons. 

The killing of 525 and wounding of
2708 military troops and volunteers in
Sa’ada events does not reflect firmness
and strength of al-Houthi followers, or
the view they are well trained to mishan-
dle weapons proficiently. 

So the phenomenon of carrying
weapons cannot be eradicated unless
revenge issues and conflicts between
tribesmen are exterminated.
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Publications 1

Year Published: (1st) 1978 

“T“T here are those,
from the  people of
the Scriptures,
who believe in
Allah2, and that

which was descended to you, and that
which descended to them, submissive,
they do not purchase the verses of Allah
at a small price3.  Those, are for whom
there is reward with their Lord, God is
speedy in his accounting   ”  (The Holy
Qur’an III/68)

We gave to Moses the Scripture and
with him we designated his brother
Harun4 a Minister5 (The Holy Qur’an
XXV/35

Then the angels said to Mariam6:
Verily does Allah gives you advance
word from Him, his name is Christ,
Jesus the son of Mariam, a distin-
guished personality in this world and
the hereafter and among the intimate…
He will teach him the Scriptures, wis-
dom, the Torah and the Bible. 

In this part of the review of the above
book, we will consider how the author
dissects the Torah and Old and New
Testament part of the Bible. 

The author of the book has conclud-
ed that in the Old Testament, while not
questioning the revelation origin of the
scripture, the human element in the Old
Testament is seen to be quite consider-
able.  He adds:  “It is not difficult to
understand why from version to version
(the author has shown the various ver-
sions, editions and languages that the
Bible has been produced in over the
years) and translation to translation,
with all the corrections inevitably
resulting, it was possible for the original
text to have been transformed doing the
course of more than two thousand
years” (underlined by literary corner).

To strengthen the legitimacy of the
genuineness of original revelation,
Maurice Baucaille points out:  “It is
perfectly possible to believe in the real-
ity of the Creation, God’s transmission
to Moses of the Ten Commandments,
Divine intercession in human affairs,
e.g., at the time of Solomon.”  However
he qualifies this presupposition:  “This
does not stop us, at the same time, from
considering that what has been con-
veyed to us is the gist of these facts, and
that the detail in the description should
be subjected to rigorous criticism.”  

The author then goes into the histori-
cal details of how the Books of the Old
Testament came to be collected, noting
them to be a “collection of works of
greatly differing length and many dif-
ferent genres … written in several lan-
guages over a period of more than nine
hundred years”.

Then the author goes into the com-
parison of the descriptions or events in
the Old Testament and the findings of
modern science that are of relevance.
His emphasis in this regard is the
Creation (of both the Universe and
Mankind).  He suggests that there are
contradictions within the accepted
Yahwist and Sacredotal texts, with the
latter containing additions to the similar
items covered by both.  For example the
Yahwist version makes no mention of
the Sabbath whereas the Sacredotal
insists on the Seventh Day of the
Creation Period, being the day that God
rested, hence the Sabbath.  He also
questions some of the logic in the order
of appearance of creatures:  “The beasts
of the Earth are not mentioned until the
sixth day in Genesis; after the appear-
ance of the birds.  This order of appear-
ance, beasts of the earth after birds is
not therefore acceptable.”  The time
span (six days) does not agree with the
modern scientific assertion that the
Earth alone went through four stages of
formulation, with man appearing in the
fourth.  The span here is 4 - billion
years.  There are also doubts as to the
genealogical tables offered in the Bible,
which make Adam the father of
mankind go back 40 centuries before
Christ, whereas science and archeology
have shown man to go back to tens of
thousands of years, if not hundreds of
thousands of years.  Baucaille wonders

why many Bible experts do not delve
into such issues, but rather leave them
there and regard them as merely neces-
sitated by the authors to conform to the
acceptable beliefs of their time, depend-
ing on who is doing the writing.
Furthermore, the Church for many cen-
turies, prior to the 17th Century would
not sanction arguments against Biblical
text even if it contradicted itself from
version (Yahwist-earlier,  to Sacredotal-
later).  The additions that were found in
the Sacerdotal version, clearly reflect a
human interference.  He then points out
the issue of the Flood and how it relates
to archeological and scientific reason-
ing, ruling out the Flood as being a full
destruction of all life and the regenera-
tion of civilizations in less than three
hundred years.  This contradicts with
many archeological findings in Egypt
and Babylonia, for example.

On the Gospels, or the New
Testament (the words of Jesus Christ),
the author notes that there was a delib-
erate attempt to avoid having all the
New Testament circulate among the
worshippers:  “At a Roman Catholic
school, I had copies of the works of
Virgil and Plato, but I did not have the
New Testament.  The Greek text of this
would nevertheless have been instruc-
tive.  It was only much later on that I
realized why they had not set us trans-
lations of the holy writings of
Christianity.  The latter could have led
us to ask our teachers questions they
would have found it difficult to
answer.”  After noting the inconsisten-
cies and difficulties in the acceptance of
the genuineness of the textual versions
of the Gospels the author points out:
“Observations such as these denote the
element of human participation in the
writing and modification of the tests
The author presents how modern histo-
rians or chroniclers have been able to
come out with a plausible rendition of
the early days of Christianity and how
the Gospels were formed.  Out of
Judaeo-Christianity and Pauline
Christianity, the latter triumphed.  The
struggle between the two, however pro-
duced the Gospels as they are known
today.  While he Gospels originate in
their most recent versions to the Second
Century A.D. it was not clear whether
they were reliant on textual material or
related traditions (oral renditions).  In
170 AD he Gospels acquired the status
of canonic literature.  

The modern attitude towards the
Gospel maybe summarized as the
author has suggested:  “According to
the declarations of the Second Vatican
Council, a faithful account of the
actions and words of Jesus is to be
found in the Gospels; but it is impossi-
ble to reconcile this with the existence
in the text of contradictions, improba-
bilities, things which are materially
impossible or statements which run
contrary to established reality”.  

In summary, the Gospels are the life
story, teachings and sayings of Jesus
Christ, in four different versions,
Mathew, Mark, Luke and John.
Although they are taught by the Church
to be apostles of Jesus, the author points
out that they in fact wrote their gospels
much later than the time that Jesus
lived.  The author points out the various
discrepancies and inconsistencies in the
four Gospels and notes the far devia-
tions found in John’s Gospels with
respect to the other three.  After dis-
cussing the source background and the
linkages and discrepancies or differ-
ences among the four Gospels, the
author writes:  “The conclusion to be
drawn from the above is that when we
read the Gospel, we can no longer be
sure that we are reading Jesus’ words.

1 The English version.  The French
version was first published in May
1976, with a Fourth Edition published
in 1977.  The book apparently aroused
the interest of the Presidency of the
Shari’ah Courts in Doha, Qatar, who
contributed to the printing of the
English translation.  

2 I.e., God
3 i.e., they place great value to what

Allah says in the Scriptures.
4 I.e., Aaron
5 i.e., a distinguished assistant.
6 I.e., Mary (PABUH)
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BY ABEER YAHIA ALERYANI
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

YYemeni women are much
luckier than their peers in
neighboring countries. In
Yemen, women have
their civil rights com-

plete and equal to men. It is guaranteed
in the constitution. We don’t suffer any
discrimination from the government’s
side.  Regardless of the belief that the
government’s approach towards
improving women’s situation is an
attempt to gain favor of the Western
world, the fact is that Yemeni women
are benefiting from this approach.
They live a blooming era, mainly in
terms of political rights and career
opportunities.

Personally I think that Yemeni
women have been offered a lot since
the revolution and have benefited from
it as a “full” citizen. They were encour-
aged to enhance their education by the
government, and have been able to
apply and get good jobs. They have
been allowed to drive cars and to elect
whoever they choose to represent them
in the Parliament. Recently, they have
been nominated and elected to occupy
key positions in the government sector
and become decision-makers. 

In Yemen, women have their inde-
pendent identities. In fact, they have
the right to hold identity documents. In
some neighboring countries women are
not even permitted to obtain ID cards!
This is still considered as a dream for
women’s rights advocates in other
countries. 

However, the problem of women in
Yemen is due to the way the other half
of the Yemeni society, men, are treating
women. Women’s problems in Yemen
are not caused by the régime or the
constitution. No matter what great
efforts and privileges the government
issues, the Yemeni male’s mentality
will remain the same. Their view that
women are inferior will remain the

same. The discriminatory and prejudi-
cial attitude of Yemeni men towards
women will remain the same as long as
women themselves, as mothers, sisters,
and daughters are not capable of
changing this mentality.

As long as Yemeni women succumb
to the unjustified traditions and cus-
toms inherited from hundreds of dark
years in our history and consider them
as sacred and divine rules, women’s
problems will continue. Their situation
will deteriorate even further and they
will lose the rights they acquired since
the revolution. These inherited tradi-
tions and customs have nothing to do
with religion. In fact, they are in com-
plete contradiction!!

Inherited tradition and culture has
caused contradiction in everything
between men and women in Yemen.
Men can deal respectfully with women
as female colleagues and a competent
workforce. Yet many will not allow
their daughters, sisters, or wives to join
the workforce. Some families, though
small in number, will allow the women
in the family to work various works
from teaching to architecture to medi-
cine. Yet the vast majority of the socie-
ty will not even allow the women in
their families to get an education
beyond elementary school.

This society, both rural and urban,
gives women less rights and more
duties and obligations than their male
counterparts. This is particularly true in

rural areas where women are expected
to work the land, cook, get water, raise
the family, take care of the husband,
take care of guests, as well as other
tasks. Yet, women do not have an opin-
ion in the affairs of the society, or the
family for that matter. Women are still
forced to get married at young ages. No
account is taken as to their young age
and their maturity and subsequent abil-
ity to bear the responsibility of a fami-
ly. This is not to mention the health
related problems of early marriages,
especially in case of pregnancy.

Islam came to change tradition and
culture in favor of women. Yet, it
seems that no one remembers!!
Religious teachings never differentiat-
ed between educating any of the gen-
ders, nor prohibiting work for either.
What religious practice advise is that
women are the most important half of
society. They bear the responsibility of
raising the next generation. By the
way, did you know that it is the only
obligation of wives towards the fami-
ly? Did you know that women are not
obligated to cook, clean, or wash? Did
you know that the Prophet (PBUH) did
all those tasks, and helped his wives at
home? Did you know that the Prophet
(PBUH) always asked the opinion of
his wives, sometimes on matters
regarding state affairs? There definite-
ly is a big gap between what Islam says
and what inherited culture and tradition
state!!! Did you know that it is prohib-

ited to force women to get married
without their approval? 

The gap between religious teachings
must replace the current traditions and
cultures that are a burden on the socie-
ty. The government is not required to
impose a large amount in the annual
budget to impose women affairs. There
is no need to spend such large sums
and have the Yemeni citizens bear the
burden of this cost. In a country that is
among the 30 poorest and less devel-
oped countries in the world there must
be other social and economic issues
that deserve the governments concern
more than this one. However, the gov-
ernment can spend a fraction of what is
spent now on educating the society on
the rights and obligations of both men
and women, towards each other and
towards society. 

However, the large part of this mat-
ter will have to be left to the people of
the country. Both men and women
must be educated in their rights
towards each other and towards socie-
ty as a whole. The men must realize the
rights and obligations of the women
within their families first and then
within society. They must start think-
ing attentively of what the Koran and
Prophet Mohammad advised them
regarding women and stop corrupting
and misinterpreting the religious
instructions according to their own
wishes. Women also must educate their
counterparts regarding their rights and
obligations and stand up for their
rights. Women should not comply with
the unjust inherited customs and tradi-
tions that were only made by man to
corroborate his authority and domina-
tion over women.

Until then, nothing will make Yemen
a country of liberty regarding women’s
affairs. No efforts of the government
and International Organizations will
make a distinctive impact unless the
will of change and developing comes
from both the men and women of the
country.

Women’s Voice

“Islam came to change tradition
and culture in favor of women”

Did you know that women are not obligated
to cook, clean, or wash? Did you know that
the Prophet (PBUH) did all those tasks, and
helped his wives at home? Did you know that

the Prophet (PBUH) always asked the
opinion of his wives, sometimes on matters

regarding state affairs?

Tribalism in Yemen, its relation with 
the State and the political parties
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HHuman Immunodeficiency
Virus (HIV) is continuing to
spread across the globe.
Spread of HIV to the Arab
World is real, and if this is

allowed to happen, it would result in dev-
astating effects on the regions health,
economy, education and bring the
already slow process of development to a
halt. Countries that have taken measures
to prevent, or slow down, the spread of
HIV have avoided the catastrophic
effects, while countries that failed to do
so have suffered terrible consequences
including loss of half of their populations
and complete collapse of their
economies.  

In this short communication, we have
discussed the potential modes by which
HIV could spread to the region, and sug-
gested a number of measures that could
be taken to prevent such spread.

Potential routes by which HIV could
spread to the region.

1- Through returning HIV-infected stu-
dents. A small number of the regional
students and tourists, while abroad,
indulge in sex with prostitutes, the major-
ity of whom are HIV-infected. A number of
research papers have shown that 20-
50% of the prostitutes in Uganda, India
and South East Asia are HIV infected.
Similarly, the number of HIV-infected
prostitutes in the West is also relatively
high. Therefore, the chance of those stu-
dents/tourists becoming infected with the
virus is quite high. On returning, these
same people would undoubtedly indulge
in sex with the regional hidden prosti-
tutes, who would in turn pass it on to all
their clients. In turn, the latter would then
spread the virus to their families and chil-
dren. Moreover, since screening for HIV
during blood donation may not be perfect
in all parts of the region, the virus would
spread to a large part of the population
through blood transfusion. In addition,
repeated use of HIV-contaminated med-
ical appliances (e.g. syringes) in some
parts of the region would lead to further
spread of the virus.

2- Through imported HIV-contaminat-
ed blood products. The second potential
route of spreading of HIV to the region
could occur through the use of imported
HIV-contaminated blood products. In the
early nineties, drug companies in France,
Canada and Japan sold, knowingly, HIV-
contaminated blood-products to their
local populations, resulting in the infec-
tion of hundreds of haemophilic patients

with HIV. These companies had a large
stock of blood-products that had not been
heat-sterilised. When research showed
that heat-sterilisation inactivated the
virus, all companies were required to
heat-sterilise their blood-products,
including that already in stock. However,
since the process of sterilisation of the
stock would have cost millions of dollars,
many companies risked selling their
stock products with out sterilisation.
Subsequent investigation into the spread
of HIV in the haemophiliac populations in
each country led to the exposure of these
companies (Nature~90s). These compa-
nies sold un-sterilised blood-products to
their own populations, knowing the strict
screening and law enforcement systems
of their respective countries. One is
forced to ask what would they do when
dealing with Third World countries?

3- Through sex trade which is flourish-
ing in some parts of the region.
Prostitutes who are brought to the region
in increasing numbers from abroad would
serve as a good nucleus for the spread of
the HIV to the regional population.

4- Finally, through illegal emigrants.
Thousands of illegal emigrant enter the
region annually. Most of these emigrants
originate from HIV endemic countries.
Relaxation of the morale codes in the
region, combined with poverty, particular-
ly amongst those emigrants, would
encourage prostitutions thereby acceler-
ating the spread of the HIV across the
region. 

Potential preventive measures
We believe that the risk of HIV spread-

ing to the region is real and conse-
quences of this happening are grave.
Academics, health professionals and
health-planners would need to take this
topic very seriously and appropriate
actions are taken.

The most effective way of combating
the spread of the virus has been through
educating the population on the ways the
virus is transmitted, and the conse-
quence of becoming infected with HIV.
Through education, the West has man-
aged to halt the spread of the virus.
Today in the UK, the rate of HIV infection
has been reduced to 2000-3000 per a
year. In countries where educational pro-
grams were not implemented, the virus
has spread rapidly infecting half the pop-
ulations in some African countries.
Similarly, the spread of HIV in India and
Russia is growing at an alarming rate.
Therefore, appropriate educational pro-
grams would need to be devised and
implemented. Below we have made a
number of suggestions:

1- Produce educational booklets on

HIV/AIDS and distribute them to all stu-
dents/tourists/businessmen travelling to
HIV-endemic countries.

2- Produce educational programs for
the general populations and air them at
peak viewing times.

3- Initiate basic research work into the
general population awareness about the
mode of HIV-transmission, consequence
of infection and its avoidance.

4- Establish local/regional call centers
for the dissemination of HIV/AIDS educa-
tion.

5- Direct special HIV/AIDS educational
programmes to poverty stricken areas
where prostitutions would likely to occur

(although tackling poverty itself would be
the best solution).

6- Strengthening of the morale codes
and fighting prostitution. One way of
achieving this is to tackle poverty and
thus provide prostitutes with an alterative
incomes as well as providing them with
appropriate counselling.

7- Appropriate solutions to the com-
mercial sex industry in the region.

8- Controlling the spread of porno-
graphic materials to the region. 

9- Encourage tourists to travel to
Regional countries (e.g. increase the pro-
duction of holiday programmes and
advertisements of regional holiday

resorts).
10- Import blood products from well

known companies that use donated
blood only (companies which use bought
blood risk HIV and other viral contamina-
tion, since the majority of people selling
their blood are either drug addicts or
prostitutes; both are HIV high risk
groups). In addition, regardless where
the blood products are imported from, all
batches would need to be tested locally
for HIV, HBV and HCV, using up to date
screening methods.

11- Ideally, produce blood-products
locally/regionally.

12- Educate all health professionals on

the danger of re-using medical appli-
ances (e.g. syringes).

13- Audit the existing sterilisation pro-
cedures for medical and dental appli-
ances. 

14- Use of up to date HIV-screening
methods in blood donation centres.

15- Put in place strong legislations to
deter medical/dental negligence.

16- Improve the health and safety sys-
tems in both the academic and the med-
ical sectors (e.g. education of save dis-
posal of clinical and laboratory materials,
compulsory vaccination against HBV for
medical, dental and other health work-
ers).

Possible modes of HIV transmission  to the Middle East Region
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IIn an attempt to
understand the con-
cept ‘Artificial
Intelligence’ (AI, for
short), and also AI

as a field of serious, scien-
tific study, we shall look at
the following definition of
the term in some detail:

The concept ‘Artificial
or Machine Intelligence’
may be provisionally
defined as ‘electronically
simulated human intelli-
gence’.

This may appear to be a
fairly straightforward and
easily comprehensible def-
inition you have ever come across, but
I must warn you that it is somewhat
deceptive.  For example, what do you
understand by ‘human intelligence’
(HI, for short), to begin with?  I am
sure that you believe that it is one of
those household words like, ‘foolish-
ness’, ‘sensitiveness’, and so on.
Synonyms such as ‘shrewdness’, ‘clev-
erness’, brightness of mind’, etc., may
also occur to you.  The problem, how-
ever, is that while HI as it is used here
is certainly not incompatible with the
sense of ‘cleverness’ or ‘brightness of
mind’, it is technically wrong and mis-
leading to equate the word with these
meanings.  For example, even a fool is
said to be endowed with HI, if he can
spontaneously smile  a smile of recog-
nition, say, when he  meets a friend
after a gap of time.  That smile is a sure
indication of the fact that the person is
capable of adjusting his behaviour to
what happens around him and this
capability is symptomatic of HI.
Again, if an idiot can avoid fire when
he sees it, with out having to come into
bodily contact  with it, he is ‘intelli-

gent’, too.  In other
words, HI is that faculty
of any normal (that is,
not mentally retarded)
human being, which
accounts for all his
actions, speech and
behaviour – idiotic as
well as informed.

Now, when a comput-
er is programmed to
simulate this faculty of
human beings, it is said
to be ‘intelligent’, and
this capability of the
machine is ‘Artificial or
Machine Intelligence’.

Let us, in the next
place, turn to AI as a field of serious,
scientific study.  Here it is useful to
make a distinction between AI theory
and practice.  As theory, AI is the engi-
neering counterpart of ‘cognitive sci-
ence’.  Cognitive science is a cover
term for ‘philosophy’, ‘linguistics’,
and ‘psychology’, each of which
claims to account for certain comple-
mentary aspects of HI.  Philosophy
asks and answers questions about
‘knowledge’, and its nature and expres-
sion; it seeks to find out whether all
knowledge is realized only in terms of
language or whether there is a kind of
knowledge which is language inde-
pendent.  The nature and expression of
‘meaning’ have also been the subject
matter of almost any school of philo-
sophical enquiry.  Now, no serious dis-
cussion of ‘intelligence’, be it natural
or artificial, can afford to ignore the
philosophical enquiries concerning
‘knowledge’ and ‘meaning’.

As for linguistics, it is the scientific
study of language, its structure and
function.  It aims to relate the world of
meanings to the world of sounds on the

one hand, and the world of graphic
symbols on the other.  Our definition of
HI laid down that all human actions
and behaviour, including ‘speech’ are
symptomatic of intelligence, and
speech certainly belongs to the domain
of linguistics.

Psychology, to be more precise, cog-
nitive psychology is an equally impor-
tant constituent of cognitive science,
and is very closely related to intelli-
gence.  Of particular interest to us,
here, are those aspects of psychology
which attempt to characterize mental
models of objects – captured as facts
and reasoning of various kinds.  

Thus, various aspects of HI are fruit-
fully studied from the view points of
philosophy, linguistics and psychology.
The viability of any AI theory directly
depends on how effectively it can cap-
ture the essential features of HI for pur-
poses of AI modeling and hence the
suggested influence of cognitive sci-
ence on AI theory.

Let us return to our definition of AI
once again, before taking up AI prac-

tice.  There are
two parts to
this definition:
(a) human
in te l l igence ,
and (b) elec-

tronic simulation.  Our discussion of AI
practice, which primarily stresses on
the functional aspects of AI, will center
on the electronic simulation part of the
definition.  Thus, functionally, AI is
concerned with the design of a comput-
er to simulate human intelligence.  We
said that all human action, including
speech, is symptomatic of intelligence.
In order to determine the scope of elec-
tronic simulation of HI, however, a
greater understanding of HI than a
mere analysis of symptoms becomes
necessary.  A clearer perception of
what constitutes HI than what evidence
we have of it is highly relevant to the
simulation efforts of AI practice.  

‘Knowledge’ and ‘reasoning’ are two
important constituents of HI.
Knowledge comes to us first or second
hand.  We see things, feel them, and in
appropriate cases, smell and taste them
and thereby, KNOW about them first
hand.  We hear about persons, places,
and things;  we read about them, and in
appropriate cases, see 2-D or 3-D
images of them, and thereby KNOW

about them second hand.  We
develop intellectually perceived
artifacts, talk about them, and
thereby exchange KNOWL-
EDGE about them.  We come to
KNOW about many things with-
out being aware of the process;
we also acquire KNOWLEDGE
through conscious training, and
education.  A large body of
knowledge is merely inferred
knowledge;  there is no need for
us to have personally experi-

enced this body of knowledge.  For
example, it is intelligent behaviour to
avoid coming into violent, head-on,
bodily contact with a fast-moving
object, like a speeding bus.  The human
ability to avoid this collision course is
not necessarily based on personally
experienced knowledge;  nor does this
ability come necessarily or conscious
education or training;  it is, in a large
number of cases, based on inference or
reasoning.

Now, having said that all actions of
any normal human being are sympto-
matic of intelligence, how then do we
account for variations in intelligent
behaviour among people?  Good ques-
tion.  Well, these variations are due to
personal styles of behaviour, culturally
conditioned styles of behaviour, and
even misbehaviour, brought about by
intellectual intervention.  Thus, at the
heart of any intelligent behaviour are
knowledge and reasoning, which may
be assumed to be located in the human
brain. The application of this knowl-
edge in a given situation and the acti-
vation of the reasoning capability may
be substantially moderated, coloured,
or influenced by the personal emotions
and the impulses of the individual con-
cerned.  We know how the  parents’
judgment of their children’s behaviour

is often characterized by a degree of
tolerance, which they may not be pre-
pared to show when it comes to judg-
ing the behaviour of other children.  

Our intelligent response in a given
situation may be further moderated by
‘cultural conditioning’.  Thus people
belonging to different cultures show
different intelligent behaviours.  For
example, what is morally right and
constitutes social justice in culture ‘x’
may cause a revolt in culture ‘y’.  

Against the background of this dis-
cussion of what constitutes HI, let us
examine the principal concern of AI
practice, namely, electronic simulation
of HI, or the design of an intelligent
software to programme a computer to
behave like a human being to the extent
possible.  The concern may be
expressed in the form of the following
questions:

a)  What aspects of HI are capable of
being electronically simulated?  Which
of them defy any attempt at electronic
simulation and why?

b)  How to simulate what is to be
simulated?  What are the mechanical
means of simulation?

c)  What constraints operate on elec-
tronic simulation?, etc.

For reasons of space,  I do not intend
to answer these questions here.  I may,
however, briefly indicate that those
aspects of HI, such as, personal emo-
tions, moral overtones, cultural colour-
ing etc., which defy quantification,
defy any attempt at simulation.  It
must, however, be mentioned that AI
practice is still in its infancy and that
no great progress has been made in the
matter of successful simulation, except
in some areas like, robotics, expert sys-
tems, and so on.  Even in these areas
there is further scope for improvement. 

Artificial Intelligence: An introduction

Prof R K Jayaraman
Dept of English
Faculty of Education
Sanaʼa University
Sanaʼa 
askjayaraman
@maktoob.com 

P.A. Abraham, James Reaney: A
Short Biography,  Quortaba Printers,
Sana’a, 2005, Paperback. ISBN 81-
85233-24-9, Pp 163. Price: Not men-
tioned.

“Literature is the
space in which
questions about the
personal identity
are most provoca-

tively articulated.” Biography ( in the
case of a writer) is such a genre which
deals with the personal identity of the
“human subject” intersecting     the
form of a Kunstelerroman (“artist-
novel”): remapping  the  growth of a
writer or an artist “from childhood into
the stage of maturity that signalizes the
recognition the protagonist’s artistic
destiny and mastery of an artistic
craft”. Professor Abraham ‘s biogra-
phy of James Reaney  is in this sense
may profitably be read   as  a “recog-
nition” of James Reaney’s “artistic
destiny in the form of a
Kunstelerroman. Professor Abraham’s
portrayal of James Reneay’s growth as
a writer “in the rich historical and geo-
graphical context of Reaney’s beloved
Southwestern Ontario” (p 9)  is
admirable for at least two reasons:
first,  it reflects his interest like James

Reaney, to borrow the
phrase used by Margaret
Atwood, in “the digging
up of buried things” (p 9)
and second, he keeps
himself successfully out
of the dangerous terrains
of personal praise and
superfluous details. For
these reasons, Coral Ann
Howells, professor of
English and Canadian
Literature at the
University of Reading ,
Berkshire, England,   has
appropriately called
Professor Abraham  “an
eminent Reaney scholar
and archivist” (p 6). 

In the very beginning, the book,
besides establishing the “ archeologi-
cal perspective implicit in any biogra-
phical exercise” (p 6) quotes as
epigraphs from Reaney’s books and
articles emphasizing his ideas about
childhood as a stage not “necessarily
one of nostalgia and sentimentality”
but of being “reborn” and the signifi-
cance of the place for the survival in
the industrialized communities with
the “possibility of such humanizing
and peaceful experiences”. James
Reaney, obviously links childhood as

the actual state of inno-
cence and simplicity as
survival gear in an indus-
trial society and as an
objective symbol for a
part of man’s existence.
Reaney’s childhood
described in by Abraham
reminds us of the child-
hood of D.H.Lawrence
with all its incidents of
“pain and ambition” (nos-
talgia too!) and “ the
boy’s ability to survive
imaginatively with his
wide reading till finally
he escaped  to high school
and then to the University

of Toronto” (p 7), as his destiny was
awaiting him there, to be the cultural
iconographer of his age.

Professor Abraham has suitably
quoted Rosemary Sullivan in the pref-
ace that this biography of James Reany
“ is  not about secrets. It  is a different
kind of search” (p 13).  It is the biog-
rapher’s attempt to write the life of a
person as a book and therefore this
book must be rewritten by someone
else who has the gift of knowing what
to leave out as Abraham says,
“Sometimes there is more significance
in the omission than is what is record-

ed” (p 19). He is right when he says
that  Reaney’s life is “compelling
enough to deserve attention” (p 15).  It
is very interesting to note that for
Reaney,   his plays are “an oral and
visual artistic experience” (p 16) and
Reaney  says “through the play-box
you eventually see your whole life” (p
17). He looks at life “through the fresh
imaginative eyes of a child” (p 19)
Though greatly influenced by William
Blake in whose poetry innocence is
transformed into experience, whereas
in Reaney’s  artistic vision “ we will be
able to change this frightening world
into a world of peace and happiness” (
Ibid.). 

Chapter 1 is an account of the settle-
ment of the Crerar family indicating
the pains  of being “exiles from our
father’s land” (p 21). And then the
“growing pains”  are evident in
Chapter 2 from Reaney’s collection of
poems, Colours in the Dark.  The farm
life at Brocksden  is again reminiscent
of Lawrence’s  autobiographical novel,
Sons and Lovers and Paul Morel’s
attachment to her mother. Reaney too
is described as greatly attached to his
mother, Elizabeth, (who was too like
Lawrence’s mother a school teacher)
“as he grew older he would often walk
over from home with his mother, or all
alone to meet her there” (p 30) and
whose “profound love [that] made it
possible for him to survive’ (p54).
Abraham describes atmosphere of
Reaney’s ancestral home, his grand-
parents with power and cogency.
Chapter 3 describes the father and the
stepfather of Reaney  as it begins:
“Difficulties between fathers and sons
were not uncommon in those days” (p
45).  As a result, “ as Reaney grew
older he missed a strong father” (p 51)
who could provide  him with a “role
model” (p 36). “High school was for
Reaney  quite awful owing to the
unbearable life he had at the farm and
the constant nagging of his stepfather”
(p 55). 

However, Reaney after his marriage
“became friend with his stepfather” (p
55), William Tugwell Cooke. A sensi-
tive person as Reaney was, he   real-
ized later that “If he had not met
William he might never have realized
that men were not all like his father, so
muted by melancholy and too gentle a
person to be a farmer” (p 56). In
Chapter 4, Abraham concentrates on
Reaney’s religious upbringing. His
early religious rearing has been

responsible for
his “melodra-
matic vision”
e x p r e s s e d
through his
Gothic   dramas
such as The
Killdeer, The
Sun and the
Moon and
Listen to the
Wind ( p 62).
Under the influ-
ence of
Northrop Frye
and Richard
Stingle, Reaney
develops a
mature religious
vision. 

Chapters 5, 6,
7, and 8 are
immensely fas-
c i n a t i n g
accounts of
Reaney’s devel-
opment and maturity as a writer and
teacher both. Besides, they also throw
significant light on the writer as an
activist “who became more actively
involved in the development of a
Canadian identity” (p 122). These
chapters, as rightly remarked by Coral
Ann Howells in the foreword, are
details of Reaney’s “fascination” with
history and myth and poetry and drama
(pp 6-7).  

Undeniably, of all these chapters the
most interesting is Chapter 6: “Making
of a Writer” which tells the reader
about Reaney’s interest in drama that
“reaches back to his childhood experi-
ences in school plays and to attendance
at a performance of the Dramatic
Society at the Stratford Normal School
where his mother took her teacher
training” (p 91)  and the influence of
Northrop Frye  in “developing his cre-
ative imagination” (p 92). Abraham
convincingly observes: James
Reaney’s  original and experimental
works give “Canada a name and a
place in the history of world drama” (p
103). The inclusion of Reaney’s per-
sonal correspondence with Abraham
bestows on this “small book”  the aura
of  authencity and appeal. It is also
worth mentioning that this biography
of James Reaney establishes him also
as a lover of India . The very fact that
he donated “his personal library to
Gujarat University, Ahmadabad” (p
14)  reflects his generosity. And the

performance of his play Wacousta in
Kathakali mode by Indian students in
Trivendrum at the international confer-
ence of the Canadian Studies in 1996
shows Reaney’s importance as a cul-
tural iconographer  of the present cen-
tury who could “ produce a play like
Wacousta! which negotiates the bor-
der crossing between countries, cul-
tures and languages” (p 9). 

“A big book”, said Callimachus, the
Alexandrian poet, grammarian, and
employee of the famous ancient library
of Alexandria, “is a big misfortune”.
And it seems Professor Abraham has
followed the piece of advice offered by
Dr Johnson in writing James Reaney:
A Short Biography: “Books that you
may …hold readily in your hand are
the most useful after all”.  In the
“Acknowledgements”, Professor
Abraham with his characteristic
humility, calls Reaney’s biography as
“this small book”. But this small book
is about a “big” writer and is valuable
for both the students and the research
scholars of James Reaney alike for it is
not a shallow and sketchy life-sketch
but a lucidly written, well-documented
portrayal of a creative genius the read-
ing of which will create in every read-
er  profound echoes of  answers ema-
nating  from an intense deep,   to the
searching  questions invariably asked
while writing   a biography: “ “What is
a life? Why was this life lived as it
was?”(p 13).  

Book Review

Reviewed by
Anil K Prasad
Ph.D, Associate
Professor and Head,
Department of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb
University,
prasad@y.net.ye

Dear 29th batch!

IIt is my pleasure to
say a few words on
the occasion of your
graduation ceremo-
ny. You have lived

almost as members of a
family in the Department
of English, Faculty of
E d u c a t i o n , S a n a ’ a
University. Although
things  usually change a little towards the
end, yet  I do hope you will be as you
were before the last term.  

Congratulations anyway! Words fail
me to express my feelings and say ‘bye’,
though I feel happy to say ‘congratula-
tions’ to you on such an important occa-
sion. Parting, according to Shakespeare,
is a ‘sweet sorrow’. You are all set to
spread all over the country and probably
the world. Meetings , hereafter , may
take place purely  by chance. Though life
is made up of meetings and partings ,yet
I  hope and trust, we  will be in touch and

meet again. Partings  thus
become a way of meet-
ings.  In this context it has
been aptly  said : ‘We live
our lives, for ever taking
leave.’ Let me assure you
that  we will always feel
your presence, though you
may be physically absent.
As  John Gay (1685 -
1732) remarks : 

“We only part to meet again. 
Change, as ye list, ye winds; my heart

shall be 
The faithful compass that still points

to thee.”
So we hope to meet you again some-

where on the life’s highway, hopefully as
reputed leaders in the community. Your
success will be our glory and pride. We
earnestly call upon you all to render your
signal  services to the community. Prove
yourself by giving an excellent account
of yourself in all spheres of life ,thereby
bringing credit to your department. In the

labor market of the present age of con-
sumerism ,the good only sustains. You
need to remember at all times that deter-
mination is the key to success . It is the
first chapter in the book of achievement.
It does not mean that  if you succeed in
your study, you will  automatically suc-
ceed in life. Life, as it were, is made up
of a series of inter connected cycles of
ups and downs. If you are  well-armed
with faith, knowledge, broad-minded-
ness, you will move smoothly from one
loop to the other. Being successful
implies that  you are able to fit easily in a
new environment while maintaining
your identity. You ought to think always
of the  larger intrests of the country that
you belong to. Think of what you can
give, not of what you get. We wish you
all success .Let me conclude on the fol-
lowing note:

‘Till we meet again, God hold you in
the palm of his hand.’

Yours,
Ayid Sharyan

To the 29th Batch!

“What is a life? Why was this life lived as it was?”

James Reaney: A Short Biography
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A milestone international accord is
in the works to promote the rights of
persons with disabilities.

TT
his May, governments will
consider a breakthrough
treaty on persons with dis-
abilities, which, if
approved, would create a

legally binding framework for the pro-
tection and promotion of their rights. It
will go far beyond the traditional con-
cept of access to the physical environ-
ment to a broader implication of equal
access to social opportunities, health,
education, employment and effective
political, economic and social develop-
ment. And in a dramatic global leap,
governments that sign on will be legal-
ly bound to treat persons with disabili-
ties not just as victims or a minority,
but as subjects of the law with enforce-
able rights. 

An initiative proposed by Mexico in
2001 at the fifty-fifth session of the UN
General Assembly led to the drafting of
the Comprehensive and Integral
International Convention on the
Protection and Promotion of the Rights
and Dignity of Persons with
Disabilities. The increasing interna-
tional acknowledgement of disability
rights as human rights can be traced to
the International Year of Disabled
Persons (1981), which led to the adop-
tion of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons. The
early nineties saw the adoption of the
Standard Rules on the Equalization of
Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities. In the same decade, the
UN Human Rights Commission recog-
nized that it was up to the international
community to create a legal framework

to protect the rights of people with dis-
abilities. 

The rights of persons with disabili-
ties are only covered implicitly by the
existing human rights conventions to
the extent that they apply to all human
beings. Only the Convention on the

Rights of the Child makes explicit ref-
erence to children with disabilities in
one article. At the same time, instru-
ments that address the rights of people
with disabilities are legally non-bind-
ing. Consequently, persons with dis-
abilities face the dilemma of being
legally “invisible” in their societies and
even in the international arena. Most
concerns raised by persons with dis-
abilities have been largely treated as
part of a social welfare approach. Now
they stand to become “rights holders”
and “subjects of law” with full partici-
pation in the formulation and imple-
mentation of plans and policies affect-
ing them. 

The road ahead is an obstacle course
of competing viewpoints. Some coun-
tries are pushing for a comprehensive
convention that not only restates the
rights contained in existing human
rights instruments, but goes further to
provide tangible services and equal
opportunities. Others have pointed out
that the rights of persons with disabili-
ties are intrinsically connected with the

economic resources of a country. They
are therefore concerned that in the
developing world the financial burden
of compliance will make a treaty unap-
pealing to many governments which
are committed to the principle of equal
opportunity but could not make it a
reality. The unique feature about this
treaty is that the process of negotiation
is open, consultative and accessible to
persons with disabilities and their
organizations as they work together
with government experts at the United
Nations. Partnership is the key word –
both as governments develop their own
inputs to the convention and as they
work together in the drafting process.
Clearly, this new legal instrument
brings to the fore the need to raise
awareness of a wide range of related
issues, and this is an area where the
media can play a key role in focusing
attention on a matter of vital concern to
some 600 million people worldwide
who experience disabilities of various
types and degrees. 

For further information:
Mr. Jean-Pierre Gonnot, Chief,
Inclusive Development Section, UN
Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (DESA) 
Tel: (1 212) 963-3256; E-mail:
gonnot@un.org
Mr. Edoardo Bellando, Information
Officer, Development Section, UN
Department of Public Information
Tel: (1 212) 963-8275, E-mail: bellan-
do@un.org

“Ten Stories the World Should
Hear More About” 

In 2004, the United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI)
launched an initiative called “Ten Stories the World Should Hear More
About” to draw attention to important international developments and
issues that fall outside the media spotlight. The list includes stories on
an array of issues and from several geographical regions. Some of the
stories on the list focus on troubling humanitarian emergencies and con-
flict situations, but they also highlight such vital areas as human rights,
health and development. Every issue, we will bring a new story to you,
hoping that our little effort to advocate for human rights all over the world
would make a difference, some how, some way…

—The editor

People with disabilities:

A treaty seeks to break new
ground in ensuring equality


