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Are economic reform a Booby
trapped grenade? 

During the past few days the people
streamed into streets, in protest against
the raise of oil derivatives. Most of

these have only one aim, that is, aboli-
tion of these increases, which will neg-
atively affect their livelihood. 

The People have no confidence in
the economic reforms. They think the
price hike is a futile corrupted action
on the part of the Government. The
past economic reforms had no impact
so far .The corrupt continued  blunder-
ing and looting unchecked .The prom-
ises to hold them accountable were not
carried out, a thing that encouraged
them to further spread their anarchy.

Whatever the people’s demands are,
they should express them peacefully,

without destruction and chaos? Some
people and officials are liable to blame
for all that happened.  

The people were not aware of the
benefits of reforms, and they didn’t see
any outcome from the previous ones.
However, they should be aware of the
fact that, destroying the streets has
nothing to do with the increase in
prices.

The government should bear
responsibility for failing throughout
the past phases to put an end to the
plunderers and the corrupt officials.

Continued on page 3
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SANA’A- In his meeting with Supreme Security
Committee members held Saturday July 23 which dis-
cussed the impact of the recent riots, President Ali
Abdullah Saleh said all inciters of violence must face
up the consequences of their actions.

“Malicious individuals who incited violence, chaos
and the smashing of government offices during protests
against the cutting of the fuel subsidy seized the oppor-
tunity to shake the national security, and they must be
held accountable for what they did,” the President said.

Saleh criticized all those who blocked the public
roads and held up oil trucks and confirmed those
responsible for this had been captured. He said gas is
the nation’s possession and not owned by a particular
governorate. 

On the other hand President Saleh conducted negoti-
ations with tribal sheikhs from Marib on Saturday,
reaching an agreement to remove all the tribal check-
points and allow gas trucks to continue their journeys.

Tribesmen had attacked gas trucks, damaging one
and killed its driver. Consequently, drivers decided to
stop their journeys and the shortage which followed
pushed up the gas price to 1400 rials per cylinder.

As tribesmen defy State

Saleh criticizes inciters of violence

People lining up their cylinders, waiting for the gas supply to arrive to one of the distribution terminals

in Sanaʼa. YEMEN TIMES PHOTO BY HASSAN AL-ZAIDI

BY HASSAN AL-ZAIDI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

SANA’A- At least 36 people were
reported killed and 500 injured in the
riots which were accompanied by
chaotic acts and violence on July 19-20
in the capital city of Sana’a and other
provincial capitals including Aden,
Hodeida, Ibb, Sa’ada, Dhamar, Amran,
Dhale’ and Marib. The violent demon-
strations pulled people together into the
streets in protest against a govern-

ment’s decision to lift fuel sub-
sidies. 

Fierce battles took place on
Thursday afternoon between
citizens and republican guard
forces near the Arhab Faculty
of Education, to the north of
the capital.

Eyewitnesses told the
Yemen Times that one military
vehicle was seen on fire and
another broken down near the
Arhab Faculty of Education.

Three citizens and a number of govern-
ment troops were also reportedly killed
in the battles. 

Numerous citizens used arms in con-
fronting the military troops, who were
backed up by a helicopter that fired
upon citizens from the air. The helicop-
ter was however forced to land when
citizens returned fire.

Well-informed sources say that
fierce clashes took place in the northern
city of Sa’ada when several locals
attempted to raid the police department,
leaving a number of fatalities on both
sides. Continued on page 3

After riots left tens killed, dozens wounded

Yemeni cities on high alert 

The Yemen Times has
received a statement
issued by Amnesty
International on the
Y e m e n i
Government handling of
the recent protests
against the lifting of
subsidies for fuel deriva-
tive products issued last
Wednesday by the
Government of the
Republic of Yemen. The
statement was tanta-
mount to an appeal to
the Governmentt to
abide by international treaties and
conventions regarding dealing with
protests. The number of deaths (offi-

cially admitted at 39) and
reports of excessive law
enforcement practices
aroused the concern of
AI and many internation-
al organizations advocat-
ing for human rights.
These concerns included
an appeal that the
Yemeni Government
should do the utmost to
prevent the loss of
human lives and avoid
the use of excessive
force while referring to
the relevant various

international trteaties and conven-
tions

Statement on page 3

AI: Concerns over possible
human rights violations in

protest disturbances in Yemen

Did development make use of economic reforms?

Economic reforms: a time bomb
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SANA’A- Nissan and Peugeot Cars
Company scored very high sale rates
during the first day of staging the Fourth
International Car Exhibition in Sana’a
last week.

Mr. Omar Thabet, Manager of
Tehama Trading Company’s Sana’a
Branch, Agents of Nissan and Peugeot
Cars in Yemen, said in a press confer-
ence that despite the conditions and
events that coincided with the exhibi-
tion, the company scored very high sale
rates, particularly the Armada and
Murano cars, the first model of which is
built in 340-HP and 250-HP. This is con-
sidered the first car with such power and
size to be introduced into the Yemeni
Market. All the quantity available at the
company has been booked by cus-
tomers. 

Mr. Omar Thabet mentioned that the
company reduced the price of cars and
set the real tariff that was deducted from
the car’s value after reducing the custom

fees. 
The new models introduced by

Nissan and Peugeot have opened the
door for real competition with other car
trade companies.

The Nissan costumers, he added,
include individuals and institutions and
that the Nissan Company sells cars in

installments for
four years
through the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Bank of Yemen
IBY.

The Tehama
T r a d i n g
Company, he
confirmed, will
introduce the
407-Model of
new Peugeot cars,
whose old model
has been used in
Yemen for around
20 years.

Mr. Thabet expressed gratitude to the
efforts paid by Mr. Ali Abdu Thabet,
Managing Director at Tehama Trading
Company and the support he offers the
Sale Departments, as well as the five
branches of the company scattered in
different governorates all over Yemen.
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Cleric Yahia al-Dailami was sentenced
to death on 29 May. It has recently
become clear that his trial fell short of
international standards of fairness. 

Amnesty International believes he may
be a prisoner of conscience, detained
solely because of his criticism of the gov-
ernment.

Yahia al-Dailami is a member of the
Shia Zaidi community. In his sermons he
is reported to have called for peaceful
protests against the mass arrests of Zaidis
that have taken place since the invasion of
Iraq.

Yahia al-Dailami was reportedly arrest-
ed on 9 September 2004 and was detained
incommunicado for at least a month. In
November he was reportedly charged
with vaguely worded offences including
“communicating with Iran,” “conspiring
to overthrow the republican system” and
“supporting Hussain Badr al-Din al-
Huthi” (a Zaidi cleric who was an outspo-

ken critic of the US invasion of Iraq).
Yahia al-Dailami is reported to have
claimed that he only met al-Huthi once.

His lawyers were reportedly prevented
from reading relevant documents, and
obtaining a copy of the court file contain-
ing the charge sheet and details of the evi-
dence against him. On 30 January they
resigned in protest at procedural irregular-
ities in his arrest and detention, stating
that the he could not receive a fair trial.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Amnesty International has longstand-

ing concerns about the application of the
death penalty in Yemen, particularly as
death sentences are often passed after pro-
ceedings which fall short of international
standards for fair trial.

Cleric Hussain Badr al-Din al-Huthi
was a strident critic of the US-led 2003
invasion of Iraq. Hundreds of his follow-
ers were detained every week for shout-

ing anti-American and anti-Israeli slogans
after Friday prayers. Clashes between
government forces and armed followers
of al-Huthi began in June 2004, after al-
Huthi refused a government request to
hand himself over to the security forces.
Hundreds, perhaps thousands, were
killed. Al-Huthi himself was killed in
September.

The security forces are reported to have
carried out mass arrests in Sa’da and other
parts of the country, particularly the capi-
tal, Sana’a, where there are large Zaidi
communities. Those arrested include sus-
pected followers of Hussain Badr al-Din
al-Huthi as well as religious people who
expressed their opposition to the security
forces’ continuing arrests and other
actions against the Zaidi community.
Some are said to have been released after
at most a month in custody, but those still
held are reported to be detained incom-
municado and may be at risk of torture.

In an exclusive press statement from

Jordan to the Yemen Times, the eco-

nomic expert Dr. Abdulaziz al Tarib a

well known Yemeni economic expert,

commented on the recent demonstra-

tions in Yemen that the outbreak of the

people is a new event but it was not

organised. He explained that the rea-

son behind this outrage is that the gov-

ernment raised the price of fuel before

raising the salaries. He called the

salaries strategy a failure  and the

Central Bank of Yemen’s policies

were behind the manipulation of cur-

rency exchange rate increase. HE

President should deal with the issue

immediately through introducing

enhancements and accepting the resig-

nation of the government. If the gov-

ernment did not resign willingly it

must be forced to resign especially

minister of economy and trade, and

minister of interior for the loss of lives

due to opening fire on the citizens.

The administration of the CBY should

be forced to resign also for the deteri-

oration it has caused the local curren-

cy. 

Simultaneously while the parlia-

ment talks about increasing their own

reserves they should focus more on the

needs and requirements of the people.

Economic expert Dr. Altarib:
The government should resign

France on Friday strongly warned
its citizens against traveling to
Yemen, where 39 people died in vio-
lent clashes over the past two days,
French Foreign Ministry announced
Friday. 

“At the current situation, travel to
Yemen for all reasons is strongly
warned against,” said French Foreign
Ministry’s spokeswoman Cecile
Pozzo di Borgo. 

“Our embassy has taken all neces-
sary measures in coordination with

the travel agencies to ensure security
of the French community, as well as
French tourists who would be in
Yemen,” she added. 

“We closely follow the situation,”
said the spokeswoman who wished
for a “rapid return to calm.” 

A total of 39 people, including four
policemen, were killed in violent
clashes between Yemeni security
forces and rioters protesting at fuel
price hikes on Wednesday and
Thursday.

France warns its citizens
not to travel to Yemen

The  Yemen  Red  Crescent

ambulance service swung into

action on 20 July as protests

against  fuel-price  rises in Sana’a

and other cities turned into violent

riots,  reportedly  leaving  some

10  people  dead.  The protests

continued  yesterday,  resulting

in further casualties. The ICRC

delegationin Sana’a is providing

medical equipment and logistical

support for the Red Crescent,

which  has been taking the

wounded to hospitals and giving

firstaid on the spot.

Yemen: ICRC

aid for Red

Crescent

The Broadening Regional Initiative
for Developing Girls’ Education
(BRIDGE) project for the Taiz gover-
norate in cooperation with the
Japanese International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) and the Ministry of
Education was officially inaugurated
this Tuesday in Sana’a. The key-note
speech at the inauguration was made
by -Salaman Muhammad Hizam Al-
Jawfi, the Minister of Education, along
with His Excellency Yuichi Ishii, the
Ambassador of Japan. A presentation
of the BRIDGE project and the discus-
sion with local education workers was
chaired by Hassan Baown, the Vice

Minister; General Education Sector. 
The BRIDGE project is a pilot pro-

gram by JICA to improve girls enrol-
ment in primary education and
improve mid-level management in the
education service. The Japanese team
of education experts, jointly from
PADECO (an education and aid sub-
contractor) and Kobe university, are
running a series of publicity campaigns
and management courses during the
three year program. Alongside these
they trialing a new system of ‘micro-
grants’ to local education authorities
and schools to provide funding to
where it is needed most.

Japanese supported Girls
education project for Taiz
governorate inaugurated

Nissan introduces new 
models,scores high sale rate

Under patronage of Dr. Mohammed
Yahya AL-Naeemi, the minister of Public
Health and Population, a 2-day workshop
was concluded on Tuesday 19 July 2005
that centered on fighting violence in
Yemen and its effect on the public health.

Dr. Arwa Al-Rabee, the deputy of the
ministry of public health and population,
said in the opening of the workshop
“Violence is an international problem
that harvests annually more than million
and six hundred thousand person. The
violence is considered the third reasons
of death among the people 15-44 years
old and leads to around 14% dead among
the men and %7 among women. So we
have to look seriously at this problem in
Yemen and try to analyze the reasons that
bring about the violence and its effect on
the public health and in turn on the devel-
opment.”   

Dr. Faiza Abdul Hameed, manger of
the woman department in the public
health and population, talked about the
workshop “Among the goals of this
workshop is to exchange experiences

with the all the participating bodies that
work in the field of fighting the violence
in Yemen as well as launch the WHO’s
report to fight violence. The workshop is
also to discuss the plan of the ministry of
public health and population for 2006-
2007 to fight violence and put a general
framework for a national strategy to fight
violence in Yemen through 2006-2010. 

She added “Through the workshop we
will define the violence and specify the
reasons and causes that lead to violence
in the Yemeni society in general and dis-
cuss particularly the violence against
women and children and maltreatment of
elderly people besides the consequences
of carrying guns and using of light arms.” 

Through the 2-day workshop a num-
ber of papers were presented. Dr. Mona
Al-Madhawahi, representative of social
affairs and labor, introduced  “A brief
account about the WHO report about vio-
lence and the efforts exerted for elderly
people. Mr. Moneer AL-Sheehab,
National Woman Committee, presented a
paper entitled “The Program of the

National Woman Committee in fighting
violence against women”.

The Higher Council for Motherhood
and Childhood gave a paper about,
“Violence against children”. It was pre-
sented by Ms. Abeer Motlaq. Another
paper about the “The National Program
to fight Mines and Light Arms” was pre-
sented too. 

The participants discussed the differ-
ent reasons that lead to violence in
Yemen and the efforts and procedures
that should be taken by the concerned
participating bodies to limit all kinds vio-
lence. The workshop came up with a
number of fruitful recommendations
most of which focused on the importance
of building a database about the violence
cases in Yemen and creating a national
advocacy campaign to fight violence as
well as stating laws to prevent violence
and exchange regional and international
experience in the field of the programs of
training and rehabilitation in the field of
fighting violence.

Violence and Public Health

BY RADHWAN ALSAQQAF

ADEN BUREAU CHIEF

OPM (Aden) Loc, the operator for
Aden Container Terminal (ACT) has
recently signed a Customer Service
Agreement with Hapag-Lloyd Container
Line GmbH to bring in Hapag Lloyd ves-
sels to this historic port of Aden. This
landmark agreement was signed by the
Ministry of Transport of the Republic of
Yemen, Hapag Lloyd Line GmbH and
OPM (Aden) LLc. 

Calling at ACT, Hapag Lloyd’s vessels
will be part of the fleet of the joint Far
East- Red Sea Service with Evergreen
Marine Corporation that connects Port
Kelang, Singapore, Tanjung Pelepas,
Aden, Jeddah and Aqaba in their weekly
intra-Asia service.

Hapag Lloyd has for more than 150
years been linking continents, countries

and cultures with its global door-to-door
transport services and providing compre-

hensive logistical solutions to its
customers. In keeping with the
times, Hapag Lloyd christened in
April 2005 the world’s largest
container ship - Colombo
Express vaunting a length of
335m and a carrying-capacity of
8750 Twenty foot equivalent
units (TEUs).  

With the stature of Hapag
Lloyd, the arrival of their vessels
at ACT and their tangerine
coloured containers adding to the
colour of the landscape of Aden,
make this a milestone event for
ACT. For OPM (Aden), respon-
sible also for the marketing of
ACT, this development is reward
for months of intensive negotia-
tion with Hapag Lloyd to make
ACT their preferred port of call

for the region.

Opm (Aden) LLC signs Hapag-
Lloyd for Aden container terminal

Yemen: Death 
penalty legal concern

A portrait of  accomplishment: Mr. Helmut T.
Boisch, Director of Operations, Hapag-Lloyd

Container Line  and Mr. MMJ Subramaniam,

CEO, OPM (Aden) LLc penning the agreement

in the Hapag Lloyd (Asia) Pte Ltd Singapore

office.

Readersʼ Voice

Yemen Times features  “Readersʼ
Voice” a popular way for our readers to

interact with us. This is your opportunity
to have a say on world and local affairs. 

This editionʼs question:

Last editionʼs question:
Do you think the government

would react to the price hikes

demonstrations?

- No, gvt doesnʼt care 65%

- No, the demos are gvt driven 7%

- Yes, they are threat to the

government 19%

- I donʼt know 9%

Go to our website at:

yementimes.com/#poll  and

have your voice heard!

Do you think the

government will change

it's latest economic

policies? 

Yes

No 

I donʼt know



The official media is also to blame for
distorting the Government’s image and
creating hostility. Most of the media
antagonized the people when they should
befriend them. In spite of the great
resources they possess, media outlets
failed to prepare the people for the
increases. They should have made the
citizen a real partner in the economic
concerns.

Most of the people don’t even know
what economic and price reforms really
mean.   What they listen to in the media
is the government-told story about its
successes and news about oil discoveries
expected to make the people prosperous.
The official media often distorts the pres-
ident’s and the government’s image. It
also tarnishes Yemen’s image abroad.
The Yemeni individual listens to the
news of his country from foreign media.
The official media hides the real prob-
lems from the people. This will certainly
lead to a state of mistrust among their
public .It is natural that the public shuns
what the formal media says.

Let us tell what triggered this public
rage and spread chaos. One would
describe the phases of reforms, and try to
find out why the public didn’t understand
them? Were they successful?

Most of the countries suffer  from eco-
nomic hardships, even the major powers.
The problem is growing in the develop-
ing countries and especially in the middle
east, which we are a part of , because the
economic concern is controlled by a
number of factors. Among these are the
increase in population and lack of
resources. The population of Yemen are
20 millions, 42% of whom are below the
poverty line. Unemployment is 40%.
Illiteracy is 50%, according to the World
Bank reports. These are fearful facts
showing the roots of our economic
plight. The Yemeni economy is based on
the open market system. But there is the
interference of the corrupt government
officials. The gross domestic production
mounts to 2.8%, whereas oil revenues
and expatriates transfers constitute the
main resource for the foreign currency.
The foreign aids were an important
resource for income. The local and for-
eign reports said that the per capita is
$481 annually. All the above is a diag-

noses of the Yemeni problem.
The Yemeni economic problem started

with the 1990 Unity. The political, social
and economic burdens emerged substan-
tially at that time. The economy was
heavily dependent on expatriates’ trans-
fers and some of the aids  since the sev-
enties. These aids began to decrease and
the expatriates transfers themselves
began to decline due to the labor market
changes in the Gulf countries. In early
80s, the expatriates’ contribution
declined from $2 bullions by half before
the break out of second Gulf war in 1990.

The Yemeni Unity came at the time of
the collapse of the Soviet Union. This led
to the retardation of he Soviet economic
aids. This disintegration left a loan of $8
billions. 

In early 90s did the Gulf War erupted.
About 2million Yemeni expatriates were
obligatorily repatriated. This decreased
their transfers to $300 millions. They
also became unemployed workforce.
There was the influx of refuges from the
Horn of Africa. This created a demand on
commodities and service. The Gulf aids
stopped on the pretext that Yemen
backed Iraq during the Gulf war. The
merger of the Yemeni establishments
after Unity resulted in redundancy in
governmental posts. The government
was compelled to sell its assets to cover
their wages. In light of these disorders in
the Yemeni institutions, the government
made the reform initiative in 1991, which
was known as the national reconstruc-
tion. The political conditions which grew
into a crisis level, led to the proliferation
of corruption and it ended with the crisis
of 1994.The cost of this war was $11-13
billions. This is equivalent of the budget
of six years.

As a result of this problem the per
capita dropped to $280 by the end of
1994. The real reforms started with the
World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund in March 1995, to reju-
venate the shaky Yemeni economy as the
government has asserted then. The
reform programs concentrated on the
issuing treasury bonds and the establish-
ment of trade courts, and to make an
industrial surveys and a number of proj-
ects were also to be privatize. The law of
customs tariff and production laws were

also to be amended. The import permits
are to be cancelled. There were also
many important items for the expected
reform. The government was earnest in
applying these reforms, but economic
experts say that it succeeded in some, but
there was a negative impact that hit the
Yemeni people. There are serious social
disorders that are lately aggravating, and
they compelled the Yemeni government
and the international authorities, includ-
ing the World Bank, to find suggestions
for those countries which think of apply-
ing any economic reforms. It is aiming at
protecting the poor and the other vulner-
able sectors. 

Experts now see that the retreat of the
government to subsidize the food stuffs
led to a social disorder. This also resulted
in economic slowing down, recession in
gross domestic production and rise in the
rate of inflation. Although the aim of the
reforms was to enhance the economy, the
wrong implementation led to increase of

poverty and unemployment, in addition
to deterioration of services.

Some studies owe the disorders to the
rare and limited Yemeni resources in
addition to the increase in population, to
the extent that it became one of the high-
est in the world. Some of the conflicts,
lack of stability, bad,  spread of corrup-
tion and bribery and the weak follow up
and  domination of certain persons over
the capitals of companies, all these led  to
the failure of the reform program.   

Many reasons flared up the public
rage. The most important of this are the
spread of corruption and bribery. People
think that the resultant of all these proce-
dures will be for the benefit of those cor-
rupts.

The question that arises now is that: is
the government going to accompany
these reforms with the other important
reforms that will fight corruption and
bring those who are accountable before
the law? 

Amnesty International is concerned at
reports that dozens of people have been
killed during violent protests over the
last two days. Scores of protesters,
including children, are said to have been
arrested and may be at risk of torture. 

The organization appeals to the gov-
ernment of Yemen to ensure that interna-
tional standards on law enforcement and
the use of force are strictly observed. 

This appeal comes following violent
protests that have taken place in different
cities in Yemen, including Sana’a, Aden
and Houdeida, against a recent govern-
ment decision to increase the price of
fuel. People reportedly took to the streets
in Sana’a in a peaceful protest that rapid-
ly escalated into violent clashes which
resulted in a number of deaths including
some members of the security forces.
Civilian deaths are said to include chil-
dren. 

Amnesty International urges the gov-
ernment of Yemen to instruct all mem-
bers of its security forces to abide by
international standards for the use of
force, particularly the UN Basic
Principles on the Use of Force and
Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials,
and the UN Code of Conduct for Law

Enforcement Officials. Law enforce-
ment officials must be instructed to use
firearms only as a last resort, in self
defence or the defence of others against
the imminent threat of death or serious
injury, when less extreme means are
insufficient. 

All cases of death and all complaints
of excessive use of force by officials
should be investigated promptly, thor-
oughly and impartially. All those sus-
pected of ordering or committing human
rights violations should be prosecuted in
proceedings which meet international
standards of fairness. 

The government must also ensure that
those arrested are protected from torture
and ill-treatment. Anyone suspected of
committing an internationally recogniza-
ble criminal offence must be allowed
prompt access to lawyers and to a judge,
and be given a prompt and fair trial in
accordance with international standards.
All other detainees should be released.

Article 37 (b) of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, to which Yemen
is a state party, provides that “The arrest,
detention or imprisonment of a child
shall be in conformity with the law and
shall be used only as a measure of last
resort and for the shortest appropriate
period of time”, whilst Article 37 (c) pro-
vides that “every child deprived of liber-
ty shall be separated from adults unless it
is considered in the child’s best interest
not to do so and shall have the right to
maintain contact with his or her family
through correspondence and visits, save
in exceptional circumstances”.
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� Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school

� Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers

� Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages

� Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports

� Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students

� Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

� Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

� Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area

� Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

� School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)

� Arabic program from 12:00 noon – 2:30 p.m.

SSSSSSSSAAAAAAAANNNNNNNNAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA IIIIIIIINNNNNNNNTTTTTTTTEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRNNNNNNNNAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNAAAAAAAALLLLLLLL SSSSSSSSCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOLLLLLLLL

PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARS

Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.

Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.

Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,

table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.

Main CampusMain CampusMain CampusMain Campus

SIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-School

SSSSIIIISSSS

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

BBooxx 22000022,, SSaannaaaa,, YYeemmeenn PPhhoonnee:: 337700 119911--22 FFaaxx:: 337700 119933
EEmmaaiill:: ggoorrddoonnbbllaacckkiiee@@qqssii..oorrgg WWeebb ssiittee:: hhttttpp::////yyeemm..qqssii..oorrgg

SSSSSSSSIIIIIIIISSSSSSSS
Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)
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Dreams come true!
First Iranian Restaurant in Yemen

Home catering is available now

Address: Hadda Damascus St. In front of Iran St. Tel: 420020, Fax: 414042

United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP)

Off sixty road, near Alawqaf complex

P.O. Box 551 Sana'a, Yemen

http://www.undp.org.ye

Phone: 00 967 1 448605-8

Fax: 00 967 1 448841 

INVITATION TO BID
Invitation to Bid for the Network Components in order to connect the

Supreme Commission for Election and Referendum (SCER) with its 22

branch offices in different governorates of Yemen throughout

establishment of information network that will help in easily flow and

exchange of information between the SCER branches and the

Headquarter.  

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) invites

potential suppliers to request a copy of the bidding documents from the

undersigned no later than 31 July 2005 at 12:00 P.M.:

Ms. Samira Al-Farah 

United Nations Development Programme 

Email: samira.alfarah@undp.org

Phone: 00 967 1 448605

Fax: 00 967 1 448841

The deadline for invited suppliers to submit their sealed bids to the

UNDP Office in Sana’a is 10 August 2005 at 12:00 P.M. 

Invitations to bid and any subsequent contracts will be issued in

accordance with the rules and procedures of UNDP.

Foreign Curriculum School requires school

teachers with FLUENT English speaking, reading

and writing.

Please apply with confidence by Fax: 423365

and/or Telephone 418510 to obtain an interview.

Teaching Position Available

Continued from page 1

Other bloody confrontations happened
between locals and military troops in
Marib leaving a number of citizens and
troops killed and wounded.

A source in Marib mentioned that
locals are still blocking the highway to
Sana’a and preventing oil and gas trucks
from leaving or entering their city, which
supplies large quantities of gas and other
oil products. Also, Tribesmen from
Nihm, east of Sana’a, blocked the high-
way running through their area and
stopped all oil trucks owned by the gov-
ernment.

These two acts led to an unprecedent-
ed gas crisis in the capital, pushing the
price of gas up to YR1200 per cylinder. 

The Ministry of Interior issued a state-
ment Saturday July 23rd describing
demonstrations witnessed in the capital
and other major cities as acts of vandal-
ism and violence, particularly as they led
to the killing and wounding of several
innocent citizens trying to protect their
shops and companies. 

Additionally, the Ministry of Interior
reported that around 255 security and
military troops received different injuries
and described those responsible for the
chaos and those who opened fire on gov-
ernment troops as malicious actions
intending to shake national security. 

Since Wednesday, army tanks have
occupied the streets of Sana’a and other
major cities and the security authorities
have been in sate of alert that violence
may occur once again. After the riots had
started government troops were deployed
and dispersed the gatherings of citizens
who were demonstrating against the gov-
ernment decision to lift the entire subsidy
on fuel, which caused an unimaginable
price hike. 

Informed sources announced that
some people attacked the Raida police
department, burning a police vehicle and
securing the release of some prisoners
who have been detained for a long time at
the department. The security forces
launched detention campaigns and arrest-
ed a number of protestors.

Political parties and organizations
announced their condemnation of such
reforms and accused the government and
the ruling party of killing innocent citi-
zens. They condemned the acts of van-
dalism, violence and the smashing of
government and private institutions and
called citizens to use civilized means for
expressing themselves.

No unified statement has been issued
by the Joint Opposition Meeting Parties
who condemned the violence accompa-
nying the riots and urged the state to

maintain security and stability. These par-
ties attributed violence and the acts of
vandalism to the thoughless policies pur-
sued by the government. 

Some opposition parties claim that ele-
ments from different government parties
joined in the riots with a view to stirring
up any peaceful demonstrations and pro-
voking violence.

Islah, the biggest opposition party,
condemned any violation of the constitu-
tion and the law during the expression of
opinion and said that maintaining securi-
ty and stability of the nation is the respon-
sibility of the State. Mohammad Qahtan,
Head of the Political Unit at the Islah
Party maintained however, that the
killing of protestors by the security forces
is unjustifiable. 

Political analysts noted that thousands
of citizens were shocked by the sharp rise
in fuel prices and this is why they
streamed onto the streets venting their
frustration, but trouble makers infiltrated
the crowds and incited violence. Peaceful
protesters were unsure how to express
themselves, and were caught in the mid-
dle of these violent confrontations. The
majority of the protestors who took to the
streets did so in the expectation that gov-
ernment forces would only arrest the
trouble makers, and did anticipate the
violent clashes that took place. 

The Opposition Meeting Parties failed
to play an effective role in organizing and

leading the angry protestors. While the
security authorities were not well enough
prepared to maintain security and prevent
marchers from smashing government
offices. This lack of foresight led to the
clashes between the authorities and
armed civilians.

However, the heavy rains which fell on
the capital city of Sana’a and other main
cities on Wednesday afternoon helped
disperse the crowds and limit the chaos
and battles between rioters and the gov-
ernment troops.

Troops from the republican guard, the
first armed division and the central police
backed by tanks and armed vehicles dis-
persed crowds and gatherings in streets.
On the Wednesday afternoon, cars vacat-
ed the streets and citizens eventually
returned to their shops and houses. Life
and business came gradually back to nor-
mal with complete calm restored on
Friday.

Citizens have begun to attack opposi-
tion parties who played no role in the
organization of marches or stopping the
economic reforms. They accused them of
acting as an accomplice with the govern-
ment in exchange for raising their finan-
cial allotments and benefits.

Opposition parties maintain that had
they shown a firm stand and supported
the riots, this would have caused con-
frontations with government troops and a
political crisis difficult to resolve.

Yemeni cities on high alert 

World's No. 1
pre-engineered Steel Building Systems

for High Quality, Low Cost and Speedy Construction

Our steel buildings are ideal for:

• Office • Car sheds • Commercial Centers  

• Factories • Grain storage •  Recreation Centers  

• Farm Buildings • Aircraft Hangars •  Showrooms    

• Service Centers • Power Plants •   Warehouses   

Saudi Building Systems
HQ: Jaddah tel:6370036 fax: 6352173

www.butlernfg.com

www.saudibuilding.com.sa

Sana'a Office: tel: 275336, fax: 271638

www.yementrading.com

email:sales@yementrading.com 

Juffali

Yemen: International rules on
law enforcement must be upheld

Economic reforms: a time bomb
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Aden- Abian- On Thursday 21st July,
a reign of demonstrations spread all over
Aden. It was calm untill seven in the
evening, when a large crowd came to Al-
Noor mosque street in Sheikh Osman.
They started demonstrating and destroy-
ing market places in Al-Hashimi area,
where there are jeweler shops. One of
the jewelry shops was looted. The secu-
rity forces came and dispersed the
demonstrators by shooting in the air and
throwing teargas. The Sheikh Osman
area was surrounded and isolated, and
security forces spread all over the coastal
area, and group gatherings were banned.
People refused to go back to their homes
and gathered in front of their houses.
This led to clashes with the security
forces, and a number of demonstrators
were injured.

Demonstrators burned a number of
petrol stations and cooking gas sales
centers. There was a wave of panic espe-
cially among the women and children
who usually go shopping on Thursdays,
who were left stranded because there
was no transport available. The heavy
presence of security forces reminded
them of events in 1986, although their
motivation this time for deployment was
very different this time.

Two people were killed in these
demonstrations in Aden according to
medics.  Eye witnesses said that the
demonstrations started with a crowd of
hawkers in font of Al-Noor mosque in
Sheikh Osman, and number of shops
were looted, and 85 of the demonstrators
were arrested under suspicion of looting.
They were taken to the air base (former-
ly the rocket base) on  Lahg road.  

In Al-Mansora thousands of demon-
strators headed to the petrol station.
They destroyed the windows and the
doors. Some tried to remove the petrol
pumps.

Other demonstrators burnt the tires
inside the stations, and heavy smoke
covered the area. The security forces
rushed to the area of chaos in their
armored vehicles, and fired some bullets
in the air, and the demonstrators moved
on to Al- Noor mosque. The demonstra-
tions shifted to the streets of Sheikh
Osman, Cairo street, Abdulgawi round-
about and the spinning factory. The secu-
rity forces followed them and Fired bul-
lets and Tear gas to disperse them. 

After the evening prayers of Friday
the 22nd the there were demonstrations
and looting in each of Sheikh Osman and
Crater. There were clashes with the secu-
rity forces, in Souk Altweel, Crater
Square and near the Aden international
center. Firing was heard and ambulances
were seen rushing the injured to the hos-

pital.
Meanwhile the demonstrators

destroyed the advertisment signs and
blocked the streets. The Alkorimi
exchange branch was also looted. A 21
ayear old young man called Faheem
Hamuod  was shot near Al-Bahrain
Hotel. He was shot in the head and hur-
ried to hospital. After bleeding for two
hours, he died.

Father of three, Saed Ubadi was also
hit, and remains in Almansoora hospital,
along with other casualties. 

Tanks and Military vehicles surround
main streets in Abian

The cities of Zebjibar, Ja’ar,
Alkoodand Al-Hisn ib Abian witness
growing tension. The market places are
closed down and the streets are empty.
Military vehicles and tanks surround the
main entrances to these towns. There
were rumors that there would be demon-
strations after the Friday prayers, so the
military vehicles and tanks moved onto
the streets in the early morning.

A large number of people started the
demonstrations and stormed the formal
government offices. They burnt down
the cars of the electricity establishment
and also burnt a military vehicle, and a
number of market places. Some journal-
ists were detained as they were covering
the demonstrations and their cameras
were confiscated.

Demonstrations in Crater, Sheikh
Osman and Abian Governorate
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BY DR. SAWSAN AL REFAI

AL KUWAIT UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

FOR YEMEN TIMES

BB
eing a Yemeni physician,

I find my self obliged to

write about the situation

of Yemeni physicians

and their recent coura-

geous strike.

I, and all my colleagues of

Profession, struggled a lot during our

college days, due to all the general mis-

management and corruption taking

place in the educational system as a

whole. But an addition burden was

forced on our shoulders after our grad-

uation from the faculty of Medicine.

New medical doctors go through a hor-

rifying experience processing their cer-

tificates, and if finally received, these

certificates do not really achieve much

for them. Many new doctors work for

at least 2-3 years as unpaid volunteers

awaiting their public job. Criteria of

public employment is ambiguous and

biased. But this is not the issue at stake

here. For those who exerts tremendous

efforts and spend a whole lot of money

to finally get a job in the public health

sphere, are in a continuous state of

shock because of the unfair wage sys-

tem adopted by the government for the

medical staff.

Al-Kuwait Hospital remains the

refuge for the poor and needy patients

who can not afford the minimum

health services cost, and it is a place

where hundreds of students practice

their clinical skills as part of their aca-

demic requirement. This hospital is one

of many that are active in the recent

strike announced by the Yemeni

Physicians and Pharmacists Syndicate

(YPPS). 

The strike was resumed on the 4th of

this month, when negotiations failed

with the government to increase wages

for Yemeni physicians. The strike was

suspended on the 4th of March upon

promises from the government to settle

with the YPPS and introduce changes

to the Pension Law to consider physi-

cians as “special staff” entitled for

increased pension. A written agreement

was signed between Dr. Mohammed

Al-Thawr, the previous head of YPPS,

and Ministry of Health, stating that

measures will be taken to fulfill the

demands of the YPPS.

On the recent strike, Dr. Moa’amar

Al Ghazali, head of YPPS in Kuwait

Hospital said,” We suspended our pre-

vious strike because we thought the

government was serious in considering

our problem. Unfortunately, all we had

were verbal promises but nothing was

actually achieved. The Pension law has

already been approved by the parlia-

ment and there was no mention of

“special staff” measures for physi-

cians”. On the status of the current

strike, he continued: “more than 85%

of medical physicians are on strike all

around the Republic. Although, we are

all under pressure, but we believe in

our cause and will continue until the

government responds to our demands”. 

Dr. Al Ghazali explained that the

strike will not endanger the lives of

patients as only non-emergency health

services are seized. He also added that

YPPS is not responsible for the med-

ical misconducts practiced in hospitals

on strike especially by administrators

who insist on resuming work in out-

patient departments using unskilled

doctors, medical students, and some-

times even nursing staff and techni-

cians to handle patients. 

Dr. Mohammed Al Saeedi, is a spe-

cialist in plastic surgery at Kuwait

Hospital. He said that his monthly

salary is YR 23,000, which is only

YR700 more than the salary of a gen-

eral practitioner. He explained that his

foreign colleagues of the same aca-

demic degree and experience, maybe

less, receive a salary ranging $ 2000- $

4000 monthly, in addition to other ben-

efits such as accommodation, utilities,

medical insurance, and travel tickets.

He clarified that the foreign staff in the

hospital form only 2-5% of the total

staff and are present in departments

where equally experienced Yemeni

specialists are accumulated. 

Dr. Mohammed Zaid, specialist in

internal medicine, added on the conse-

quences of the strike by saying: “ all of

us are put under pressure.

Administrations of hospitals continue

to give us verbal threats in order to

break the strike. Meetings halls are

closed so that we can not meet with our

YPPS representatives. Some YPPS

committee members were prevented

from entering hospitals by security

forces”.

Dr. Amal Al Shawafi, a radiologist in

same hospital, poses a question “ What

are we waiting for?” She says that the

current strike is not only for the doctors

who have been working for years with-

out any fair reward, but also for the

coming generations who deserve a bet-

ter standard of living in return for their

hard and sincere work. She clarified

that the role of the Ministry of Health

is passive but also sometimes rival.

She said: “ the Ministry is wasting time

threatening physicians and the

Syndicate by setting anti-strike meas-

ures, instead of addressing the issues

and problems through serious negotia-

tions with our legal Syndicate whom

we all have elected and always will

support”. She adds: “ this strike is legal

and constitutional. We aim to draw the

attention of parliament, ministry of

human rights, and the President him-

self to our problems and demands”.

Dr. Hameed Al Doais, general prac-

titioner, believes that the government is

spending more money as a conse-

quence of the strike, than the total sum

of pension raise that YPPS is demand-

ing. He exclaims how these demands

seem unrealistic to the government

when there are Millions of Dollars

spent on cars and luxurious items pro-

vided for governmental officials. 

It is worth mentioning that reform of

the medical staff status is considered

one important step if not the priority in

the process of health reform. The posi-

tion of the Ministry of Health is ques-

tionable especially that the health situ-

ation in Yemen is grave and continuing

to deteriorate. The problem of Yemeni

physicians is part of the massive health

challenges in Yemen. Reports show

that spending on health decreasing not

only as percentage of the budget but

also per capita. Only 30% of rural areas

have access to primary health care and

out-of-pocket contribution to health

cost is more than 91%.

Yemeni Physicians and Pharmacists

Syndicate members believe that citi-

zens carry part of the responsibility

too. The public should be aware that

they are also affected by the bad situa-

tion of physicians and therefore should

support the Syndicate by demanding

reform and calling for anti-corruption

measures in the government in general

and Ministry of Health in particular.

Yemeni physicians continue to strike until their demands are fulfilled

What are we waiting for?



LONDON (Reuters) -

Three British soldiers

charged with abusing

Iraqi detainees are to be

tried for war crimes, the

British government said

on Tuesday. 

A spokeswoman for

Attorney General Lord

Goldsmith said the ser-

vicemen would stand

trial in Britain under the

International Criminal

Court Act 2001. 

One of the soldiers,

Corporal Donald Payne,

of the Queen’s

Lancashire Regiment,

was charged with

unlawfully killing Iraqi

detainee Baha Musa,

who died in British cus-

tody in September 2003

in the southern city of

Basra. 

He was also charged

with the inhumane treatment of Musa

and eight other Iraqis and perverting

the course of justice. 

Lance Corporal Wayne Crowcroft and

Private Darren Fallon, both of the 1st

Battalion The Queen’s Lancashire

Regiment, were jointly charged with

abusing Iraqi civilians in September

2003. 

Seven other British soldiers face courts

martial charged with the alleged abuse

of Iraqi detainees, the Attorney

General’s statement said. 

Britain, Washington’s key ally in Iraq,

has launched more than 130 investiga-

tions into deaths and injuries of Iraqis

since joining the U.S.-led invasion in

2003. 

The incidents range from combat

deaths to road accidents and Iraqis who

died in custody. 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair has

repeatedly condemned allegations of

abuse by British soldiers.

SHARM EL-SHEIKH,

Egypt (Reuters) - At least 62

people were killed and 200

injured when car bombs

ripped through markets and

hotels in the Red Sea resort

of Sharm el-Sheikh on

Saturday in Egypt’s worst

attack in nearly a decade. 

Shaken European tourists

spoke of mass panic and

hysteria as people fled the

carnage in the early hours,

with bodies strewn across

the roads, people screaming

and sirens wailing. 

The regional governor

said two car bombs and pos-

sibly a suitcase bomb had

rocked the resort, popular

with divers and European

holidaymakers. 

One blast tore the front

off the Ghazala Gardens

Hotel in Naama Bay, the site

of most of the resort’s luxury hotels.

People were feared trapped in the rub-

ble of the lobby. 

A car broke into the hotel compound

and exploded in front of the building,

South Sinai Governor Mustafa Afifi

said. Egyptian tourist hotels always

have police guards at the gates. 

Egyptian television quoted Health

Minister MohamedAwad Tag el-Din as

saying the death toll had risen to 62. 

Along with Egyptians, the dead or

wounded included 13 Italians, five

Britons, French, Spaniards, Dutch,

Saudis, Qataris, Kuwaitis and other

nationalities, police sources said. Al

Jazeera television quoted Interior

Minister Habib el-Adli as saying there

were eight foreigners among the dead. 

Adli said it was too early to say

whether al Qaeda or other Islamist

groups had any connection with the

bombings but there was probably a link

with attacks further north last October. 

In the October bombings, 34 people

were killed, most of them at the Taba

Hilton on the Israeli border. 

Egyptian authorities blamed them on

a Palestinian leading an unaffiliated

group. Last month Israel stepped up

warnings to its own citizens, saying the

risk of another such attack had risen. 

The attacks on Saturday were the

worst in Egypt since militant Islamists

trying to bring down the government

killed 58 tourists at an ancient temple

near Luxor in 1997.

Fireball

Ahmed Mustafa, a waiter at a coffee

shop near the first of the explosions,

said a massive fireball tore through the

car park outside a shopping mall in

Sharm el-Sheikh town. It was about

1.15 a.m. (2215 GMT on Friday). 

The explosion turned cars into skele-

tons of twisted metal, blew down

masonry on nearby buildings and shat-

tered windows for hundreds of meters

(yards) around. 

Officials said a car had exploded

there but an eyewitness said a man had

walked into a crowd with a large travel

bag and announced in Egyptian

Arabic: “I have a bomb.” 

Some people moved away but others

thought he was joking, said the wit-

ness, who asked not to be named. Two

minutes later an explosion took place

where he had put the bag, she added. 

“I saw a car flying up in the air, peo-

ple running,” restaurant owner Yehya

Mohammed said by telephone. “I do

not think I will ever forget this in my

life. This is a horrible setback for

tourism here.” 

A rescue official said many wounded

were Egyptian workers gathered at a

cafe in the old market. Seventeen of

the dead were burned beyond recogni-

tion. 

Sharm residents said they heard two

more explosions coming from Naama

Bay in quick succession, blasts that

could be felt 10 km (six miles) away.

Witnesses said the first of these hit the

hotel and the second a taxi rank. 

The blasts came at a time when

many tourists were still out in bars and

markets in the popular and hitherto

safe resort. 

Confusion

“The whole area was quickly cov-

ered in debris. There was a huge ball of

smoke that mushroomed up. It was

mass hysteria,” Charlie Ives, a London

policeman on holiday, told the BBC. 

Tourist Fabio Basone said: “People

were trying to run in any direction to

get away but were not clear where to

go.” 

Security sources said at least one car

that blew up had special plates indicat-

ing it had come over the Israeli border

at Taba on the Sinai peninsula. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak

cut short a holiday on the

Mediterranean coast and flew to Sharm

el-Sheikh, officials said. 

Tourism Minister Ahmed el-

Maghrabi said: “These incidents will

have an effect in the short term (on

tourism).” 

Foreigners have been targeted in

Egypt in earlier attacks. 

Tourism is a major source of rev-

enues and employment in Egypt,

which needs to create about 650,000

jobs a year for its youthful population.

Some analysts say Egypt attracted

extra visitors this year after many

avoided tsunami-hit Asia.
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Blasts kill over 60 in 
Egyptian Red Sea resort

Egyptian security personnel and forensic experts examine the rubble of a hotel after it

was destroyed by a bomb in the Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh July 23. More than

fifty people died and 200 were wounded when car bombs ripped through a bazaar and

tourist hotels in Sharm el-Sheikh on Saturday in Egyptʼs worst attack in nearly a decade.
Photo by Mona Sharaf Reuters

Three British soldiers
charged with Iraq war crimes

RAMALLAH, West Bank (Reuters)

- Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice

met Palestinian leaders on Saturday to

try to preserve a truce shaken by vio-

lence and ensure militant attacks do not

blight Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza. 

The hastily arranged visit, Rice’s

third this year, was itself a sign of the

importance Washington places on the

removal of Jewish settlements from the

occupied Gaza Strip as a step toward

reviving peacemaking. 

Rice held talks with Israeli Prime

Minister Ariel Sharon at his ranch on

Friday to push for close coordination

with the Palestinians on the withdraw-

al, set to start next month. 

She was due to meet President

Mahmoud Abbas and other Palestinian

officials in the West Bank, who com-

plain that Israel is keeping them in the

dark about crucial issues. 

“We need information how the dis-

engagement will take place, when,

where will it begin, what is the fate of

the border crossings, what is the fate of

the Palestinian airport,” Abbas told

Reuters in an interview. “We’re not

getting any answers.” 

Rice waved as she arrived at the

Muqata compound in Ramallah, head-

quarters of the Palestinian leadership. 

On the way from nearby Jerusalem,

Rice’s motorcade slowed to allow her

to view Israel’s construction of a barri-

er it says it needs to keep out suicide

bombers, but which Palestinians call a

land grab that could deny them a viable

state. 

Rice’s visit followed the worst flare-

up in violence since Abbas and Sharon

announced a ceasefire in February. 

A senior State Department official

said that in meetings with the

Palestinians, Rice would: “encourage

continued effective use of the security

forces to enforce the ‘calm’.” 

“The goal is to spur them on to

effective action (by the security forces)

and effective cooperation (with the

Israelis),” said the official, who did not

want to be named. 

Militant challenge

Abbas has pledged to do all he can to

ensure calm when Israel withdraws

from the 21 Gaza Strip settlements and

four of the 120 in the West Bank, but

his forces face a challenge from pow-

erful militant groups like Hamas.

Abbas favors persuasion to win over

the militants, who agreed to respect the

truce, rather than crushing the groups

as Israel wants. 

But police trying to stop rocket fire

at Israel fought with militants this

week in the worst internal clashes for

years. The Palestinians eventually

agreed to stop fighting each other

while Israel put an offensive on hold as

rocket attacks ebbed. 

Abbas said he would tell Rice “I

intend to impose the rule of law.” 

Sharon has vowed to carry out the

Gaza withdrawal as a way to “disen-

gage” from conflict with the

Palestinians even if there are militant

attacks, but he has threatened to use

massive force to prevent them if Abbas

does not. 

Sharon’s opponents on the far right

say the withdrawal will reward the mil-

itants, who themselves claim it as a

victory for their uprising. Religious

ultranationalists also see land occupied

in the 1967 Middle East war as a gift

from God. 

While Palestinians welcome the first

withdrawal from settlements on land

they seek for a state, they also fear

Israel is using the plan as a cover for

strengthening its hold on the West

Bank rather than a step to peace. 

Some 8,500 settlers would leave

Gaza, home to 1.4 million Palestinians,

but only a few hundred of more than

230,000 settlers will be removed from

the West Bank where they live along-

side 2.4 million Palestinians. 

The United States wants the Gaza

pullout to help revive negotiations on a

“road map” for a Palestinian state

alongside a secure Israel. Israel Radio

said it was possible Rice could return

to the Middle East again before the

withdrawal starts. 

Her Israeli-Palestinian agenda was

interrupted on Friday by a surprise trip

to Beirut, the highest-level U.S. visit

since Syria ended its 29-year military

presence two months ago.

Rice meets Palestinians 
to discuss Gaza pullout

TOKYO (Reuters) - An earthquake

with a preliminary magnitude of 5.7

shook areas near Tokyo on Saturday,

Japan’s Meteorological Agency said,

but there were no immediate reports

of damage or casualties. The epicenter

of the moderate quake, which struck

at 4:35 p.m. (0735 GMT), was 90 km

(56 miles) deep in Chiba prefecture

near Tokyo, the agency said, adding

there was no risk of a tsunami. 

The quake led to the stoppage of

some bullet train services, public

broadcaster NHK said. 

Earthquakes are common in Japan,

one of the world’s most seismically

active areas. The country accounts for

about 20 percent of the world’s earth-

quakes of magnitude 6 or greater. 

In October 2004, an earthquake

with a magnitude of 6.8 struck the

Niigata region, killing about 40 peo-

ple and injuring more than 3,000. 

That was the deadliest quake since

a magnitude 7.3 tremor hit the city of

Kobe in 1995 that killed more than

6,400 people.

Moderate earthquake 
shakes Tokyo, no tsunami risk

VACANCY
( YEMENI NATIONALS ONLY )

WE, A LARGE REPUTED ISO COMPANY AT MULTILOCATION IN REPUBLIC OF

YEMEN, ARE LOOKING FOR FOLLOWING DYNAMIC PERSONNEL AS UNDER:

DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER 

QUALIFICATION: GRADUATE IN ENGINEERING, DEGREE OR DIPLOMA

IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT WILL BE PREFERED.

AGE: 35 TO 45 YEARS

EXPERIENCE: 6 TO 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE, CAPABLE IN MANAGING

ENTIRE BUSINESS, RELATED TO A PRODUCTION

UNIT.

MECHANICAL / CHEMICAL ENGINEER

QUALIFICATION: GRADUATE IN MECHANICAL/CHEMICAL

ENGINEERING

AGE: 25 TO 35 YEARS

EXPERIENCE: MIN 2 TO 4 YEARS IN A REPUTED COMPANY

SALES OFFICER

QUALIFICATION: GRADUATE

AGE: 25 TO 35 YEARS

EXPERIENCE: 2 TO 4 YEARS IN SALES & MARKETING

CHEMIST

QUALIFICATION: GRADUATE OR POST GRADUATE IN CHEMISTRY

AGE: 25 TO 35 YEARS

EXPERIENCE: 3 TO 6 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN CHEMICAL ANALYSIS

IN LABORATORY OF ANY REPUTED ORGANISATION. 

ALL CANDIDATES SHOULD BE FLUENT IN ENGLISH. SALARY WILL NOT BE

CONSTRAINT FOR RIGHT CANDIDATES. ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES SHOULD

APPLY IN ENGLISH TO P.O BOX NO. 3617 OR FAX NO. 00967 1 345660  WITHIN

SEVEN DAYS. PHONE NO. 00967 1 345663. COMPUTER LITERATE

CANDIDATES WILL GET PREFERANCE FOR ALL ABOVE POSITIONS.
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TT
he fuss in

the Yemeni

s o c i e t y ,

and in

w e s t e r n

countries, regarding the

next year’s presidential

elections shows clearly

a partisan and political

vacuum. We are in a

bad need for politically

trained and intellectual-

ly qualified leaders

who can partake in the coming presi-

dential, local and parliamentary elec-

tions. Therefore, it is necessary to

discuss this issue with full candidacy

for the public life over the recent

decades have not given birth to lead-

ers who conform to the spirit of the

age and the nature of developments

thereof.

The Constitution or Parties and

Elections Laws can be of no use of

we do not take into account regional

developments and Iranian elections’

results, and believe in dialogue until

we get convinced that any party may

run for presidency. Indeed, this is a

culture and continuous training and

education. This may salvage us and

make us pinpoint our weak points and

discover the deficiency resulting

from the inadequate political educa-

tion and absence of the required train-

ing for partisan and non-partisan ele-

ments.

I say that a political man expresses

an instinctive nature and innate apti-

tude no matter of his academic quali-

fication, his scientific specialty or his

being civilian or military. What is

important ultimately is his ability to

manage things, study aims and

achieve goals. We perceived during

the last weeks how people looked

around themselves to realize that the

stillness was the outcome of nothing

but the negligence of political train-

ing. It is an issue of which democrat-

ic nations and developed communi-

ties take care. No one should think

that political training is something

unessential and peoples do not need

it. I also do not mean that political

training is oration or the ability to talk

and chant slogan or being fanatic

about one’s attitude. What

I mean can be inferred

from the following

remarks:

First: The tactics of

political suppression and

the successive control of

the region by foreign

rulers have made the citi-

zen unwilling to partici-

pate, turning him into

some sort of spectator.

This finally has made the

citizens remain in their cocoons, or

go out to chant or justify. 

Second: The logic of revolutionary

legitimacy which the region’s coun-

tries adopted reflected itself on the

political life and displaced intellectu-

als and qualified people in different

fields. Here, I charge nobody.

However, I really believe that the

absence of political training is behind

the hazy view and incomprehensive

outlook. Late Prof. Dr. Abdulaziz al-

Saqqaf, founder of the Yemen Times,

had underscored this point right form

the start of issuing his paper. On the

other hand, we should head for fair

elections and activate NGOs’ role in

the politics.

Third: We have to courageously

admit to the weakness of our political

parties for a host of reasons which we

will not tackle. Most of the causes fall

beyond the power of these parties and

are related to the prevalent political

atmosphere and existing local condi-

tions. A political party ideally com-

prises a group of individuals bound

by the same defined goals. They

should be looking forward to rising to

power in order to achieve the agreed

goals. A party has to believe in the

philosophy of the transfer of power

and rotation of the leaders. Parties are

basically schools for educating per-

sonnel and producing qualified politi-

cians. 

Fourth: Advocating the “power

seeker should not be enabled” slogan

went against the enthusiasm for polit-

ical education and preparation for

public service especially with the fact

that key post nominations largely

excluded political personalities and

qualified individuals due to certain

temporary considerations.

Fifth: Yemen used to be a country

famous for producing many intellec-

tuals, thinkers and politicians with

valuable political visions. After years

of lack of real practice, Yemen is fac-

ing the crisis helplessly, being unable

to inject new blood and push forward

new bright leaders.

Sixth: The relation between culture

and politics shouldn’t be disparaged

or underestimated. A mature commu-

nity is the one that bridges the gap

between the thinker and the ruler and

establish a balanced relation between

the intellectual elite and the powerful

elite. Yoking the mature intellect with

power is the decision that best

expresses the legitimacy of regimes,

their efficiency and their clear vision.

Seventh: Without constitutional

and political reform, being impetuous

about economic reform is against the

norms and the logicality of evolution.

This may confiscate liberties, lead to

little political participation and lack

of desire to join public service.

Eighth: Pre-revolution regimes

were familiar with the political minis-

ter and partisan official. A Cabinet’s

member was politically in charge of

the outlines of the sector assigned to

him. Technical experts were available

to help him, ready to implement the

policy. A health minister was a legal-

ist and a minister of defense was a

civilian, modeling the democratic

system in parliamentary countries. I

still remember that Andrina Ghandi

kept the defense portfolio for her. The

French minister of defense is an

esteemed lady. The civilized world

approves mingling of specialties.

Malnamar, former US Defense

Minister, was later appointed presi-

dent of the World Bank. A deputy

defense minister in the same country

was appointed in the same position.

Countries are galore that mix politi-

cal, academic and press qualifica-

tions. However, in our country, a min-

ister intervenes even in an officer’s

leave, endorse checks and move offi-

cers around the ministry’s offices.

Will we learn? When?

Ninth: It is time to seriously think

of a real political education for the

youth, not to make them politicians

and leaders but at least participants in

the public life concerned with politi-

cal developments. A physician with a

comprehensive view, an engineer

with an integrated vision, and a scien-

tist who knows what is going around

him are better than specialized people

detached from the events around

them.

Tenth: Reluctance to get involved

in politics and public life are two phe-

nomena worth study. I sincerely

believe that what breeds them is the

lack in seriousness and confidence

between the two concerned sides in

our contemporary political life.

These are remarks meant to uncov-

er the truth, clear the vision and pre-

dict the future. I know well that the

president’s post is a unique position

that needs a special preparation, polit-

ical training, and talent. Going

towards construction and reform,

Yemen should first pay attention to

vitalizing the political life, represent

different forces and contain the cur-

rents in our country. We have the

model of the current president who

led the country and achieved the

Reunification along with a number of

his comrades. Yet, such a crisis

should not be repeated in the future.

We have to have qualified experts in

politics and governance, people who

can yemenize transfer of power under

the authority of law and public liber-

ties.

We should ponder on the Iranian

experience and how a former presi-

dent who ruled the country lost to an

inexperienced young man. It is truly a

democratic practice worth the efforts

of Arab research centers, academies,

symposia and studies in order to eval-

uate and get benefit as we are

approaching forthcoming presiden-

tial, local and parliamentary elec-

tions.
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They were barely living, now all they have left is to die…
They were hardly laughing, now all they can do is to cry…

II
s this the Yemeni government’s idea of good gov-
ernance? Is it their idea of reform? Instead of hav-
ing millions of people digging trashcans for food,
and curing their diseases with prayers, the Prime
Minister should have thought better and cared more

for the people. Where would these people be heading
now? By doubling the prices more corruption will result
and more hunger and more crime. More than once the
president urged for more education, but now families will
not send their children to schools anymore because of
transportation costs. Women will not seek medical care
because of medical costs. And the youth who is already
unemployed will become more frustrated will start attack-
ing people and throw their wrath on the community. The
latest violent demonstration have proved this fact, when
people have got nothing to lose they have got nothing to
lose. Life will no longer be safe or secured, it wasn’t that
much in the past but people had hope, now they don’t. 

When in the eighties the citizens went on demonetisa-
tions against the banning of fruit and agricultural goods
imports in order to encourage the local production, Al-
Iryani’s government resigned in order to calm the public
wrath. Then how come this government is thinking too
high of itself? Moreover where are the international
organizations, and the World Bank who in the first place
was the main drive against eliminating the oil subsidies,
where is their humanitarian responsibility towards what
happened? How come the president did not come in pub-
lic with any speech to condemn the massacre of normal
citizens by the live bullets of the army? Are their lives by
any standard cheaper than human lives else where in the
world? 

The government has vowed to strive to do the best of
the people’s interest. In every event we celebrate our
achievements throughout the years. Is this what is called
achievements? If the goals of the government are to starve
the people then yes they have achieved it. Especially
when facing the rage of the public with canons and armed
soldiers and live bullets. Even in Israel the Zionists don’t
aim live bullets on the Palestinians, they instead use rub-
ber bullets. People don’t need a grand glorious celebra-
tions, and empty talks, they need their basic rights. The
priorities of the government do not seem to coincide with
the people’s priorities and I wonder why? And I wonder
moreover what is the government going to do about it?
For the hungry cries of your people will become louder
and more aggressive. We all are disappointed with the
Yemeni government and unless they feel for themselves it
seems there is no other way for the people than to make
themselves heard through violence and destruction. When
people do not know how they will survive the next day,
any one who is well off would be their enemy. And the
people will turn against each other drawing a scary pes-
simistic picture of the future, where will the Yemeni peo-
ple be heading next? Where do we go from here?

Where do we
go from here?!

TT
he events of the last few days have certainly been
a clear indication that all is not nice and rosy, as the
Government media would like the world to
believe.  Most certainly, the large-scale and wide-
spread public protests reflect a high degree of dis-

content that is obviously not centered in one location or social
or factional grouping.  Furthermore, the handling of the
demonstrations  by the Government could never be described
as being exemplary by any means or language.  Too many peo-
ple, most of whom are probably innocent, were killed wound-
ed or arrested (Exact figures are hard to come by).  Surely the
Government was not so naïve as to expect the latest economic
bombshell or “dose” to be implemented, as part of the obvi-
ously unsuccessful reforms, which the Government has been
fumbling through over the last ten years, to be taken with
applause and acclaim.  Needless to say, the latest catapulting of
prices was viewed as catastrophic by the majority of the
Yemeni people, most of whom are subsisting below the pover-
ty line or very close to it, up or down.  Yes, the people took to
the streets, not so much because they were hit with a stroke of
anarchy or desire to disturb the peace.  The tens of thousands
of citizens that were demonstrating last Wednesday and
Thursday (and probably even now) were only trying to tell
their government, “Hey you guys, where are you taking us to
with these crazy price hikes?  We simply can’t go any further
down the pit, because we have already reached rock bottom”.
Why did the demonstrations get “unruly”?  There are many
postulates that are circulating, including some that suggest the
involvement of government agents that are deliberately incit-
ing the demonstrators to switch to “violent mode”.  Moreover,
because the Government has literally closed all normal chan-
nels for public expressions of opinion, which are open to citi-
zens of a supposedly democratic society, one is bound to see
public reactions be shown in the loudest and sometimes even
most physical of ways.

The observer is not at all here trying to justify violence or
civil disobedience, for surely no sane mind would ever suggest
that it is all right to go wild in the streets and destroy property,
etc.   But then again, what channels could the people have used
to make the government realize that this is one dose, which is
beyond what they can handle?  With one decision, the
Government may have added at least a 150% rise in prices (on
average) for just about every major essential commodity on an
already struggling people trying to survive, let alone make
ends meet.  If we can buy the argument that the demonstrators
overreacted somewhat (notwithstanding their legitimate
gripes}, surely the reaction of the government was even more
flabbergasting!  For the government to send all the military
hardware at its disposal to the streets was beyond what anyone
has seen in any country, where civil disturbances have arisen.
This was not war that we witnessed last week.  However, the
extreme overreaction of the Government would normally be
taken only when the country is threatened by a foreign inva-
sion or an organized attempt to overthrow the Government,
neither of which were close to happening.  Surely the
Government could have considered several more civilized
alternatives to dealing with the demonstrations turned disrup-
tions.  The first exclusion would be putting the tanks and heavy
military gear on the streets.  These tanks and other high hand-
ed military displays, created the impression that the
Government was telling the people, “If you want war, we are
ready”.  The Yemeni people are not prone to violent disrup-
tions on a massive scale, unless they have become really fed up
with Government failure in managing their affairs.  Even then,
had they found a listening ear, the extent of violence in the
demonstrations would have remained significantly subdued.
But with overzealous reactions and the random use of firearms
on a large scale against mostly unarmed demonstrators, this
only fuelled more discontent and is certainly bad public rela-
tions for the Government, locally and internationally.  No one
is sure of the number of casualties, beatings or arrests, but
according to various eyewitness accounts here and there, the
scale was beyond what the demonstrations deserve in any con-
text.  

Power and muscle are never a remedy for dealing with pop-
ular discontent and Yemenis are by their nature even more
resentful of its excessive use against them, when they feel they
have a right to express their opinions against what they see as
a legitimate gripe against the Government.  

Part of the trouble lies in the fact that the opposition and
independent press has been warning for years that the people
of Yemen are not really getting their proper dues from their
Government in just about all aspects of management of public
affairs,  But rather than heeding such warnings, the
Government harnessed all of its resources towards clamping
down on press freedom and political pluralism, under all kinds
of moribund rationalities, while carrying on pretty much on a
“business as usual attitude”.  The social contract is a give and
take arrangement and unless there is give and take coming
from the Government as well (the people see themselves now
as really not having any more things or leeway to give, and see
themselves as hardly enjoying anything on the “take side”),
then what should the Government expect from a disgruntled
population?  The fact that the protests were simultaneous -
almost throughout the country - should be a clear sign to the
Government that there is something definitely wrong on the
Government’s performance end of the social contract.  The
Government’s overreaction and reliance on firepower will not
remedy the problems at hand.  When will the Government seri-
ously and transparently start looking inward for solutions to
most of the problems that Yemen is currently facing and start
initiating real genuine reforms in its own apparatus and modus
operandi?  The people said last week that, as far as they are
concerned, the Government has exhausted all the means that
are at their disposal.  The public is unable to bear any more
burdens emanating from the continuous inefficiency and
incompetence of Government and the horrendous corruption
that has characterized all facets of its functioning for far too
long now.  All the tanks and firepower in the world can not do
anything to address these legitimate gripes.

Tanks and
excessive force

are not the answer
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The fall-out from technology

advances, notably globalization, is

clearly ahead of us. We need to

grapple with this and the sooner we

assess the issues and decide on

what we need to do, the better

prepared we will be. A main

component of globalization is 

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,

(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

The Editorial Board

Arab American

Heritage Week 

TT
uesday, July 12,

2005 was a histori-

cal day that will forever

be remembered by Arab

Americans. This day

changed the lives of

more than 200,000

Arabs residing in the

NYC region. It is the

day that NYC’s Mayor

Michael Bloomberg

officially declared Arab

American Heritage

Week as a part of NYC’s

history and to be cele-

brated for one week

yearly throughout the

city.

Arabs came together

from 22 different coun-

tries and different reli-

gious beliefs to cele-

brate this great moment

in their life. Throughout

the Arab American

Heritage week, Arab-

American organizations

and museums hosted

events in order to intro-

duce New Yorkers to the

vast diversity of Arab

people, their cultural

traditions, customs, cui-

sine, art, music and

dance. Arab American

Heritage Week was

kicked off with an Arab

street festival in one of

NYC’s busiest boroughs

(Manhattan) which was

sponsored and coordi-

nated by the Network of

Arab American

Professionals and the

Algerian Cultural

Center. Throughout the

week the city celebrated

Arab Heritage in many

ways such as Comedy

workshops, Cultural

Arts, concerts, Arab

Community Tours, etc...

Finally, Arab

American Heritage

week concluded with an

amazing Park festival

sponsored by the Arab

American Association

of NY, Arab American

Family Support Center,

and The Yemeni

American Association.

The Festival had

approximately 500-600

attendees from different

Arab regions in the

Middle East and was

combined of several

performances represent-

ing many Arab coun-

tries. Amongst the per-

formers/performances

was an Iraqi Singer

(Firas Al-Iraqi), Yemeni

singers such as Sham’

a…Syrian DJ, an

Egyptian skirt dancer,

Palestinian Puppet

Show, Yemeni

Traditional Dances

(Bara’a, Sana’a dance),

Youth Dabke Dancing,

etc. The festival also

had food vendors selling

food and sweets, Arab

Calligraphy writing,

Henna, face painting,

etc.

This whole week

brought great change

and a sense of pride and

dignity to many Arabs

especially the younger

generation who have

been feeling torn

between two cultures

and afraid to represent

their Arab ethnicity

because of certain

stereotypes and lack of

understanding from

their peer groups and

larger community.

Faozia Aljibawi

faljibawi75@aol.com

Price Hikes

II
think everybody

knew what happened

in Sana’a roads,

streets. Fighting and

shooting guns bomb

destroyed areas in all

the governors in Yemen

country, shall we ask

ourselves why people in

Yemen doing those

things, we only have

one reason for that its

the Petrol the Oil its

going to be huhh? its

really done its

1300RY!!

Why the government

don’t decide to make

rules and why its going

to be high.

Always I’m asking

my self…look at

Yemeni people they got

hyper just for two days

then they got cold and

forget anything that

happened, we must

decide and thinking in

good ways.

ashraf awal

taiger_radaa@

yahoo.com

Letters to the Editor

By Prof. Dr.
Abdulaziz al-Tarb

Political training
and presidency
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Review By Abdul-Slam Al-Korari

26 of September,

July 21, 2005.

Main Headline.

- No Lenience with Rioters and

Lawbreakers 

- Referring Troublemakers and

Robbers to Judiciary.

- Letter to the President from Saudi

Crown Prince 

- PM: Prices Adjustments are

Necessary to  Uphold the National

economy 

- Minister of Industry and Trade to

Meet the Merchants today for

Discussing  the Reforms Effects.

- Getting the Tax Sales Law into

Force is to Reduce Burdens on

Citizens.

- Yemen’s Loses Due Diesel

Smuggling Up to $80 Billion per a

Year.

The prominent columnist, Taha

Nusser Mustapha, commented on the

president Ali Abdullah Sale

announcement that he wouldn’t run for

the presidency  in the upcoming

presidential election next year. 

The commentator highly appreciated

the president decision describing it as

courageous, but , he inquired whether

it is a proper time for such  a decision

He stated that undoubtedly, it is a

courage decision ..but did it come on a

suitable time? This is the question

which comes to the mind when

thinking about the president

announcement that he won’t contest in

the next presidential election in 2006.  

As  people hardly now can imagine

the national arena without  president

Ali Abdullah Sale has been the key

player 

The writer continued, while the

president decision received

widespread welcoming regionally and

described as an unprecedented step

across the Arab world, domestically a

colleague stated that the president

announcement was a kind of

propaganda and an early election

campaign for the president himself or

his son, he forgot that the president’s

son has not yet reached the eligible age

to run for presidency as the

constitution stipulates and  he wouldn’t

come to it next year 

Nusser argued that the president’s

decision, had come in an improper

time. He said that it is not an easy task

to replace a man who has been in the

office for 27 years.  

There is a need for  substantial

arrangements to ensure amicable

exchange of authority .in the light of

the current vacuum in the political

arena in which non of the political

parties has got that political leader who

can replace the president Ali Abdullah

Sale at this critical moment.

Al-Wassat, July

20, 2005.

Main Headlines:

- The PGC Mounts Pressures on the

President to Drawback of His

Decision not to Run for

Presidency.

- Unprecedently, in a Courageous

Decision the President Announced

that He Would not Run for

Presidency.

- Endowment Deputy Minister

Criticizes Spending 11 Billion YR

over Qura’an Learning 

- A Trap Envelope  Blast at the Face

of Al-Nahar Managing Editor.

- Administrative Corrupt in the

Cancer Charitable Foundation.

- Al-Huthi Grandchild Denies

Receiving the Financial Relief and

Confirms the Mediation’s Efforts.

Al-Wassat,s editorial stressed the

necessity of changing the current

situation before it becomes too late  

The paper stated the president’s

decision not to run for the presidency

is an issue pertaining to the future but

what the commons are concerned

about is the current situation.. the

economic “dose” has become a reality,

while no practical measure has been

taken to fight corruption. 

Things have come to a pretty pass

and the first step for changing  the

status quo is to recognize that there are

many imbalances need to be addressed

and there is corruption ought to be

eradicated sooner not later. 

The next steps, then, are represented

in dealing with the others as partners in

the building process and not

necessarily in the ruling 

The editor continued, talking

elaborately about disadvantages

doesn’t mean there is no advantages in

the country  and nobody can deny

president Sale key role, however the

man’s noble traits and good nature

neither prevent the government’s

wicked officers from stealing the

public funds nor help establishing

effective institutions could share in

building a genuine institutional state.   

Many observers and analysts  might

be agreed that .the president had lost

several historic opportunities to build

the state of law and institutions, the

last one was the war of unity  Now

there is another one seems to be the

final chance, would the president grasp

it to change the country into better?

Al- Ommah, July

21, 2005.

Main Headline:

- Yemeni Peoples are Boiling over

the Dose and Government Faces

out with Bullets.

- Citizens Staged Protestations

Against Raising up Fuels Prices

and Transport Comes to Standstill

Throughout the Country.

- Detainees Relatives of Kuhlan

Regions Appeal to the President.

- Arab Journalists Union Condemns

Assassination Attempt Against Al-

Gahafy.

- President Meeting with Sada’s

Sheikhs Fails to Settle down

Suspended Issues.

Al Ommah came out with an

informative report about the

demonstrations swept several major

cities throughout the country on

Wednesday July 20.

The paper reported that the capital

secretariat and a number  of Yemeni

cities witnessed furious popular

demonstrations on Wednesday as huge

masses took to streets to protest against

the government’s decision to lift

subsidies to fuels The demonstrators

had stormed through the  streets of the

capital secretariat and the cities of

Dhamar, Al-Dhale’a’, Marib and

Amran where they had chanted the

slogans anti government policy and

surge of oil and fuel prices. The

demonstrations were met with fierce

confrontations from the security forces

and anti-riot teams. Rampageous

clashes between protesters and security

men had claimed the lives of several

people and sustained injuries of

dozens. 

In the capital secretariat five people

had been killed , two reported killed in

Dhammar and three in Al-Dale’a’.  The

demonstrations coincided with

violence and chaos acts cause heavy

material loses 

Al-Osbou’a, July

21, 2005.

Main Headlines:

- Popular Rampage Against

Antepenultimate Dose.

- Sada: Tribesmen Undertake to

Stage Riots.

- Ba-Jammal Demands Waiting for

the Dose’s Results.

- Shabbwah Governor: Military

Personnel Withhold to Intervene. 

- Hospitals Managers on Duty

Instead of Doctors 

Al-Osbou’a Published a critical

article by its Editor Hussen Al-Odainy

who slashed out the official media,

Radio and TV-in particular, for their

poor performance. 

He stated that Yemeni media kept on

its outdated manners and couldn’t keep

up with the changes took place in the

field of media  He cited an examples

for Yemeni Media backwardness as

follow: the state run Radio and TV

haven’t so far updated their old

manners in dealing with the new, they

are now as they used to be in the past,

they always feast on every morsel

about the government’s officers

activities and have little appetite to

report about the serious news locally

and internationally. 

Writer give to For instance, Yemen’s

Satellite Channel coverage of the

demonstrations had come very late

after the international media outlets

had finished and when it did, its

performance was very poor 

Al-Balagh, July

19, 2005.

Main Headlines:

- The president is the First

Democratic Man and an

Exceptional Case amid Arab

Rulers.

- The Two Clergies Moham’d Al-

Munssor and Humoud Al-

Mouay’ad are Brighter Beacons.

- 10 Women Killed and 200

Sustained Burns in a Fire Caught

up a Wed dying Hall 

- The Clerics of Sada Express

Surprise over Putting an old Man

in Custody

Al-Balgh’s editor  wrote the two

clergy men Mohammed Al-Munssor

and Humoud Al-Mouay’ad are very

famous for their piousness and purity

and so on of believers morals  It is too

regretful that some writers tried to

smear their fames and good reputation.  

No surprise if the two Sheikhs

subjected to such malpractices since

the Prophet Mohammed himself, peace

be upon him suffered the same

problems.
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By Samer A.

BY J. BRADFORD DELONG

MM
aybe it is excessive

skittishness, or per-

haps it is the result

of global financial

volatility in recent

years – crises in Mexico in 1994-5,

East Asia in 1997-98, Russia in 1998,

and then in Brazil, Turkey, and

Argentina – but we economists are

more concerned about monetary

affairs and possible future disasters

than we have been in many decades.

This month, the Switzerland-based

Bank for International Settlements

(BIS) was the latest to worry aloud

about the financial risks that the world

seems to be building into its future.

“[A]ll the countries hit by financial

crisis... experience[d] a very sharp

slowdown,” the BIS says of the recent

past. It then cites “global current

account imbalances,” particularly “the

US external deficit,” describing it as

“unprecedented for a reserve currency

country to have a current account

deficit of such magnitude.” In short,

the world has become “increasingly

prone to financial turbulence.”

The BIS hints at the possibility of a

financial crisis that, with the US at its

center, would dwarf by at least an

order of magnitude all crises that have

occurred since 1933. Yet, in response

to this risk, the BIS issues the standard

textbook recommendations. Countries

whose policies and economies are out

of balance should change their poli-

cies, thereby restoring balance:

“deficit countries should reduce the

rate of growth of domestic spending

below that of domestic production.

Allowing their currencies to depreciate

in real terms would make their prod-

ucts more competitive, and also pro-

vide an incentive for production to

shift out of non-tradables into trad-

ables.”

This is economists’ polite code for

the message that the US must gradual-

ly cut its budget deficit, while other

countries – like China and Japan –

must gradually let the value of the dol-

lar fall and that of their own currencies

rise. So the BIS proposes nothing new

or particularly attention-grabbing.

But if we turn to America’s govern-

ment, we see an enormous pretense

that the current budget deficit is not a

problem. As Stan Collender, a noted

observer of the US federal budget, has

commented, “No one with federal

budget responsibilities actually seems

to be interested in the budget.” This is

not “because the budget committees

are too busy....[T]he House and

Senate...are not doing much of any-

thing...[because] they don’t want to.”

Within the Bush administration,

Director of the Office of Management

and Budget Josh Bolten “has been vir-

tually invisible,” while “the president

and vice president...avoid talking pub-

licly about the budget.”

Let us be clear on this point: it is not

that politicians who wish to take the

lead on fiscal consolidation are failing

to gain traction; it is that there are no

politicians – at least none with any

agenda-setting influence – who are

even trying to steer the US towards

adopting a more responsible fiscal pol-

icy.

This is a grotesque failure of leader-

ship. Governments that pursue policies

– whether US fiscal laxity or China’s

exchange-rate peg – that create unsus-

tainable imbalances do so for what

they regard as important political rea-

sons. Appeals to them to change their

policies, and thus contribute to the

common global good of financial sta-

bility, are fruitless unless others are

seen to change their policies, act

responsibly, and so contribute to the

common good as well. 

International policy coordination

requires a leader, a first mover. But,

while the US, as the world’s largest

economy, is best suited for this role, it

has so far failed to play its part.

Treasury Secretary John Snow has

spent almost no public time on the

budget, but a lot of public time on

China. Republican political operatives

care far less about national savings

than they do about manufacturing-sec-

tor job losses.

“So what else is new?” you may ask

– and with good reason. The list of

issues on which the Bush administra-

tion has failed to lead is a long one,

and failure to take steps to diminish

the risks of future financial catastrophe

cannot rank very high. The entire Bush

administration has been a succession

of leadership failures, so why harp on

its poor financial management? 

Form a purely practical point of

view, one reason is that ensuring glob-

al financial stability is an issue on

which real progress can be made rela-

tively easily. The Bush administration

may not care that deficit reduction is

the right policy for America, but it

might care far more if the issue were

framed as a prerequisite for policy

changes abroad that diminish pressure

from imports on domestic manufactur-

ing employment.

J. Bradford DeLong, Professor of

Economics at the University of

California at Berkeley, was Assistant

US Treasury Secretary during the

Clinton administration.

Copyright: Project Syndicate,

2005.

LL
ike many millions of

Arabs, I was appalled

when I heard president

Saleh declaring that he

will not run for the pres-

idential elections in September

2006.We are still in a state of awe as

we have never experienced such a

decision for many years in the Arab

world as Arab rulers either go through

cope d'etat , death or by foreign forces

like what happened to Saddan

Hussein. Many Arab intellectuals

hailed the courageous decision taken

by Saleh and appealed to him to go

ahead with it.

I believe if Saleh means it and is

serious about it, it would be a great

achievement for him, Yemen and a

good model for the Arab totalitarian

regimes. This is because if he insisted

on leaving the power, he would have

started an initiative that must live in

the Arab world and would have hit the

nil on the head in choosing a peaceful

transfer of power. But, if it proves to

be a political maneuver and an early

campaign for the elections, it would be

catastrophic as the man would appear

fooling not only the people but also

the world.

We should build on that historical

decision and consider it so till next

year. This does not necessarily mean

that we do not like the man who com-

manded the respect of all by taking

such an unprecedented  courageous

step. 

Saleh has done many good things

for his people and nobody denies this.

But, because we like him, we want

him to set such a model for the Arab

regimes  in laying the foundation for a

peaceful transfer of power, making

Yemen command the world respect

and appreciation.

I know that the cronies around him

will strive very hard to get him over-

turn his decision because such corrupt

crooks can not survive without him

and his tolerance with people like

them. They just know nothing but lip

service and kissing to get more and

more enriched by exploiting their

positions. 

Hey guys, it is enough for you and

Saleh can serve the country even if he

is out of power. He himself said that

he would continue to work with the

new leadership despite its political

affiliation or tendency and will never

hesitate to give his good and wise

advice to the next generations. I

believe the man is tired and bored and

wants to leave power commanding the

respect of everybody which really

shows his  political shrewdness . I

think the man can do a lot during the

remaining period of his term in office

till next elections. He should embark

on projecting a strategy to breathe a

new life into the society plagued with

corruption, poverty, lack of law and

order, tribalism and many others of

such stuff. He can lead a drive for

change, introducing real reforms into

the political, educational, economic,

social and cultural systems of the

nation. The recent riots and violent

acts that swarmed the country reflects

the suffering of the people whose

anger will not be subdued and calmed

down by tanks and armored vehicles

next time despite the fact that we all

disagree with the way they showed

their resentment over the price hikes

which was totally unacceptable. Yet, it

is a good signal that things are not on

the right track which means that Saleh

can start reform by curbing corruption

which is a pervasive problem and a

headache for all of us, holding corrupt

officials accountable.  He can also

strive hard to ensure that the next pres-

idential election be competitive, fair

and free despite of who is going to win

so as to enhance and nurture the

emerging democracy which is, of

course, the future of the country. It is

in this way the man will be immortal-

ized in the hearts of the people .Don't

you think so?

Will the
President do it?

mhalqadhi@hotmail.com

By Mohammed Hatem al-Qadhi

Inviting the avoidable

Got the

instructions? Sure sir!

When the

decree in

action, we

also get into

action!

Price hike protest
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Yemen and U.A.E. demonstrate
distinctive economic ties

BY YASSER AL-MAYASI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

YY
emen and. the U.A.E.
enjoy historic and
distinctive ties that
experience ongoing
development. The bilateral

ties between the two brotherly countries
keep on being enhanced with the help of
a unified language and religion, as well

as shared customs and traditions. 
In addition, the strong relationships

between the two Arab countries are
supported by the unity of goal and the
joint interests, and they date back  to the
times of the civilization of Sheba and
events accompanying it such as the
immigration of Marin tribes to the U.A.E.
after the collapse of Marib Dam.

Bilateral ties, cooperation and joint
interests between the two brotherly

countries have been built up on clear and
fixed bases. The reconstruction of Marib
Dam is one of the important fingerprints
of the mutual cooperation and the
economic and trade exchange between
Yemen and U.A.E.

Over the last few years, the U.A. E.
occupied the first position in the volume
of trade exchange with Yemen.  The
volume of Yemen’s external trade with
the Gulf Cooperative Council’s countries

reached the tune of YR 295 billion while
YR94.4 billion is the value of exports. 

According to official economic
reforms, the U.A. E. topped the list of the
Gulf countries in the volume of mutual
trade with 85.3%.

The Central Organization for Control
and Audit (COCA) asserted last
Thursday the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
stood second in the volume of trade
exchange with Yemen, followed by

Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and Bahrain came
last in the list. 

Economic opportunities for trade
exchange between Yemen and other Gulf
countries varies, and the Yemeni Market
is considered the biggest by virtue of its
population that nears 20 million. 

Yemen imports over 33% of needs
from the Gulf countries and its exports to
these countries constitute 6.6%,
according to 2004 scores. 

In its exports to the Gulf countries,
Yemen depends on the agricultural
products, which gained fame and
popularity mainly in the U.A.E. markets.

Trade exchange between Yemen and
other Gulf countries needs more attention
and efforts in order to grow better and
any barriers and difficulties facing it
should be overcomed through
cooperation to enable the Gulf countries
to serve their economies.

Scientific concept of updating of customs

Sales tax pushes poor to verge
of living standard deterioration

BY MAHYOUB AL-KAMALY

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

TT
he updating of the customs
authority in Yemen
receives a special
significance, because of
the relation of the authority

with the official efforts to update and
reform the Civil Services. This
interpenetrates with many concepts,
like those of change and development.
It is important to know the aim of this
updating because Yemen is now
adopting a program of reforming its
economy to cope with the changes
around it, in order to join the World
Trade Organization.

However the implementation of the

sales tax at the beginning of July 2005
drove the poor to the verge of brake
down. The prices witness

Skyrocketing, that is out of the reach
of the poor purchase ability.

Experts say: The Yemeni project for
updating didn’t’ come out of the blues.
It is an interaction with regional and
international frame work, expressing
the political, economical and cultural
environment around us. But the sales
tax is new to the Yemeni community
and people could hardly understand   its
economical or financial importance. 

This grave condition necessitates a
two fold tracks to update the customs
and develop our local industry. These
are:

A Hard Ware and Soft Ware trends.

The first is expressed by the accessories
and the technological equipments. The
second one is realized by the data and
its accompanying values. Our personal
contribution to both constituents is of
vital importance for the consolidation
of technology and development and
hence implementation of the customs.

Experts continue to say that: The
Yemeni program for modernization of
Yemeni industries should necessarily
adopt a distinct track in its aims,
responsibilities, and the proposed steps.
This needs to set a matrix of the
necessary executive procedures in the
short and long runs for the future phase. 

Consumers think that the concept
of the taxes should be cleared, because
it will determine the aim of how to

update levying of customs in a
scientific manner.

All the international indicators and
studies in the industrial countries assert
that the 21st century industrial concept
is quite different from the one which
used to be half a century ago. As the
modernization of the customs in the
Arab world is relatively new, Yemen
should make use of the successful
experiences, in order not to undermine
its industries and complicate things for
their people. 

Experts say the new industrial
concept is quite broad. It constitutes the
application of basic sciences and
technology; meet the needs of
education, development, and the high
productivity of the individuals.

Whereas the concept of the sales tax is
still ambiguous in peoples’ minds,
because the merchants make them
understand that it is only a raise of
prices.

In the light of the international
defiance, reflected by the agreements of
the Gat and the liberalization of trade,
added to it, the debates on the conflict
of civilizations and western culture
domination, ‘the Yemeni customs and
industry modernization” becomes a
must.   After all the modernization and
industrialization, means a number of
modern concepts. It means the
economical reform, public peace,
political stability and democracy. It also
means food security for the Yemeni
individual and the close follow up of

prices.
People think that Taxes and customs

are legal procedures; however be they
sales or income taxes. It is a
commitment that citizens should
comply with in return for the services
they receive. It is a taboo for any one to
evade it.   People don’t want sales tax to
be a source of nuisance that aggravates
their miseries.

Exchange Rate for
the Yemeni Rial 

US Dollar 192.0800 192.3700
Sterling Pound 334.8500 335.3600
Euro 230.4700 230.8200
Saudi Rial 51.2100 51.2900
Kuwaiti Dinar 657.6700 658.6700
UAE Dirhem 52.3000 52.3800
Egyptian Pound 33.2600 33.3100
Bahraini Dinar 509.5200 510.2900
Qatari Rial 52.7600 52.8400
Jordanian Dinar 271.3000 271.7100
Omani Rial 498.9400 499.6900
Swiss Franc 147.4000 147.6200
Swedish Crown 24.4800 24.5100
Japanese Yen 1.7050 1.7076

Currency Buying Selling

Source: Central Bank of Yemen
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TT
he Holy Qur’an is

indeed a literary mas-

terpiece unequalled by

any published human

or otherwise originat-

ing manuscript.  The critic would

not delve into the Holy Qur’an as a

whole here, for it would take far

more than this corner has room for

and would be meaningless in the

light of the topic under analysis

here.  But it is important, before get-

ting into the book under review here

to point out that the Holy Qur’an

delivers the Heavenly Message to

mankind in a unique style (actually

many unique styles packed into one)

that allows for the sustainability of

the Heavenly Revelations as an

unalterable document, while at the

same time, keeping its beauty and

power of expression attractive to the

reader, no matter how many times it

is read.  

One of the most fascinating fea-

tures of the Holy Qur’an is the way

the Lord reveals His ordinances to

the Prophet Mohammed (peace and

blessings of Allah be upon him) and

hence to all of mankind.  To under-

score the interrelationships of the

major monotheistic faiths of

Christianity and Islam, the Holy

Qur’an is embedded with many sto-

ries about the very same prophets

and messengers that are revealed in

the Old and New Testaments

(including the Jewish Scriptures).

This includes the long list of

prophets of the Ancient Nation of

Israel, starting from Ibrahim

(Abraham or Avraham) down to

Jesus Christ (PBAUH), who is also

a revered Prophet of Islam.  It is

important to emphasize that Islam

actually views Christianity and

Judaism as really part of the contin-

uing development of religious doc-

trinaire that eventually led to Islam.

In other words, they are all the same

religion, per se, while man made

intrusions have brought on the cur-

rent differences between them.

The stories of the different

prophets and nations of history as

told in the Holy Qur’an are not

merely a narrative biographical

description.  They are actually texts

that flow and blend into the main-

stream of Heavenly revelations,

either to manifest the relevant text

as example or to emphasize the

many ways the Lord Al-Mighty has

nurtured mankind to see the light of

succumbing to the will of God.

Some of the prophets were mandat-

ed with certain missions of delivery

to their people (i.e., messengers of

Allah), and some, by their lives and

behavior, provided exemplary

human behavior to guide mankind

as to the kind of faith and submis-

sion to His will that God expects of

mankind.  In a true masterpiece of

language structure and semantics,

the Qur’an makes these stories so

full of movement and human inspi-

ration, that one does not merely read

a plot and maybe a theme thrown in

here and there.  One is compelled to

see movement, emotions and spiri-

tual guidance all thrown in, in just a

few arranged words, which evoke a

wide spanning meaning and enlight-

enment to the reader.

Most of the prophetic jopurneys

of the Qur’an are broken down in

more than context in the book, and

quite often to be in harmony with

the context under discussion.  One

will find Moses, Ibrahim, and even

Jesus Christ in a number of Surahs

or Chapters of the Qur’an1.  The

only Prophet, who has one chapter

fully dedicated to his full spiritual

journey in this world is Joseph, in

the Chapter that bears his name.

The story is a beautiful masterpiece

of literary finesse.  This is not so

much from a linguistic point of

view, but from the overhanging

spiritual implications intended to be

reflected, as we follow the pure and

innocent Joseph evolve from a

favored son of an already estab-

lished Prophet, to a boy thrown into

slavery and a whole new life and

culture that is different from that of

his original nomadic horticultural

background.  

The plot of the story and all the

spiritual, social and psychological

venues are given in 111 verses of

superb prose that certainly give this

chapter its unique distinction.  It is a

tragic tale of a family that is tied by

strong spiritual orientation to be

broken up, as interrelationships

between members in the family

become sources of jealousy and

contempt between the brothers, not

so much for the mundane or the

material basis for such jealousy, but

for the paternal love of a father,

Ya’acoub (Jacob), son of Ishaq

(Isaac), son of Ibrahim, who has

already obtained the favor and

blessings of the Lord, and is bound

to have someone inherit him for the

leadership of a rapidly growing

favored nation of God, then.   

Many readers of the Old

Testament will recall that Joseph (or

Yusif, in Arabic) is the next to last

son of Jacob’s twelve sons.   Being

as he was accorded a greater affini-

ty by his father than all the other

sons, the other brothers plotted to

remove him away from his father.

They conspired to kill him at first.

Then they decided to simply throw

him away in some well to either die

or get picked up by any wanderers

who perchance make use of the

well, which is apparently situated

along a frequently traveled route.

They would excuse themselves

from their father’s anger, by claim-

ing that he was eaten by wolves,

bringing a shirt stained with the

blood of a sheep home to back their

alibi.

The reader is also familiar that

Joseph was eventually taken in

bondage to the land of Egypt where

he was purchased as a slave by a

wealthy member of the ruling estab-

lishment in Egypt.  There Joseph

grew up to be a handsome young

man, with whom the wife of the

Egyptian noble that bought him has

become irresistibly infatuated.

Seeing him resist her attempts to

seduce her, just as her husband

entered the chamber, she accused

him of attempting to seduce her.

Thanks to the wisdom of a member

of the household, Joseph was vindi-

cated, when it was seen that the

back of his shirt was torn meaning

that he was really trying to avoid

her.  When it was found that all the

other Egyptian women of high soci-

ety then were also infatuated by

Joseph, the young, but already pious

and conscientious man, Joseph

asked his Lord to allow him to be

imprisoned, rather than to be

allowed to be insulted by such per-

sistent sensual prodding.   The rest

follows in the next issue. 

1The critic is actually more

inclined to call them “themes”

rather than chapters, because they

are not really a partition based on

size or number of verses, etc, but

tend to evolve around a certain

theme evoked by the relevant Surah.
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The structure
of dreams (1/3)

By: Abu Alkalmah Al-Tayyibah

BY HASSAN AL-ZAIDI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

LL
ocated in the center of
Rada’ Town, about 90
kms north of Sana’a, the
Amiriyah School is
believed to have been

built by Sultan Salah al-Din Amer bin
al-Mansour and Abdul-Wahab bin
Dawood al-Tahiri in 910 Hejri. He
assigned his vizir prince Ali bin
Mohammed al-Ba’dani to supervise
the construction of the historically
famous schooling center. 

Later, Amir bin Abdul-Wahab
endowed the Amiriyah with lands in
the areas of Rada’, Damt and Juban.

Amir bin Abdul-Wahab is one of
the prominent Tahiri monarchs, a
dynasty spanning 90 years. Tahiris are
said to have descended from Baidha
tribes. They built their state on the
collapse of the Rasouli State and
expanded their rule to cover as far as
Aden and Shahr cities. 

The Tahiri State came to an end but
their School survived the centuries not
only as a reminder of the State but
also as an evidence of the esteemed
scientific status of the Tahiris under
the reign of Amir bin Abdul-Wahab
who succeeded his father in 894 and
died in 923 Hejri.

Amiriyah School’s sections
The School is a two-storey build-

ing. The first floor used to be the resi-
dence of students containing 20 rooms
and two big halls used for lecturing.
This floor also contains a praying
space, and bathrooms for washing and
ablution.

The second floor contains a mosque
with a great dome surrounded by six
smaller neatly built domes. To the
north of the mosque, a water canal
brings water from Ghayl al-Mahjiri
(spring of al-Mahjiri).

There are two towers, each of them
consists of one chamber called
“Sultan’s Rest Room.”

Two yards lie in the east and west
and are being grassed. They are
fenced with a frame having decora-
tions called sharanifs that fit in the
building.

Neglecting the past, conserving the
present

In addition to natural erosion
forces, negligence, and intentioned
sabotage made to the School, lands
around the mosque have been looted
by locals throughout the School’s his-
tory. It became financially unsupport-
ed and that drove students out of it.
Until recently, buildings diminished
the open space and are now pressing
on the walls of the School on all sides.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l
interest in reha-
bilitating the
School

No one attempt-
ed to maintain this
ancient edifice
which dates back
to the sixteenth
century. On the
contrary, many
people continue to
maim it and loot its
endowments. The
parts that survived
time and destruc-
tive forces have
been maintained
by virtue of the
Dutch support dur-
ing 1983-1986.
The support was
resumed in 1997
funding the wood-
work costs at an
amount of YR 21
million.

From 83-1999,
the government
spent no more than
YR 8,056,000 on
the School which
slowed down and
hobbled mainte-
nance, said Yahya
al-Nusairi, Baidha’
Archeology Office
Director.

Since 2000,
some YR 154 mil-
lion, funded by the
Dutch, Italian and
the Social
D e v e l o p m e n t
Fund, had been
spent on the
School before it
was inaugurated
last month. The
maintenance was
conducted by the
Italian Center for
Conserving Rome
Archeology. 25
experts worked on
the School for
about 10 thousand
days, restoring an
area of 600 square
meters covered with the most magnif-
icent Islamic decorations. 

Amiriyah: unique architectural
style

The Amiriyah School is a finely
chiseled piece of art. Its majesty lies
in the domes, distribution of its com-
ponents, smooth movement within its
sections, and the wonderful decora-
tions. It seems the builders were
affected by the Ottoman, Moroccan
Persian styles, perhaps also Chinese

and Japanese. 
Sultan Amir bin Abdul-Wahab must

have hired the best craftsmen, embroi-
derers, and carpenters, and spent large
amounts of money. The construction
materials were costly. The timber and
stones must have been brought from a
far distance because they are not
indigenous to the area. This explains
why the Amiriyah School has sur-
vived over five centuries despite neg-
ligence.

German photographer
Yahya al-Nusairi explained, “The

School has been restored to its state
before 910 Hejri. No strange materials
are used in the restoration. The bases
of the School remained intact.
However, the lost parts were known
from documents and chronicles. The
building has been restored into its
shape at the threshold of the 20
Century based on the photos taken by
the German photographer who visited
the area between 1910-1909. 

Reflections of Tahiris’ scholastic achievement

Amiriyah School

In the recently held
Auto Exhibition at the
Sana’a Expo Centre,
Tehama Trading
Company, stole the
show by exhibiting the
largest Sports Utility
Vehicle – NISSAN
ARMADA – and by
displaying other Nissan
Brand vehicles in a
Yemeni scenario.

Ignoring the modern
gimmicks of showman-
ship for such exhibi-
tions, Tehama went for
a village scene, main-
taining Yemeni sur-
roundings.  The heavy
duty 4x4 station wagons SUPER
SAFARI and PATHFINDER were

displayed in rocky and rural parking
area with the usual items seen thrown

around in a village.  The
double meaning message
“TAKE ME WHERE YOU
LIKE” for the Pathfinder
brought a smile on every-
one’s face.

Tehama also focused the
front reception area with the
display of ARMADA, the
largest vehicle available
from Nissan range and their
banners ROOM FOR
EVERYONE captured
everyone’s attention.

Tehama steals the
show in the auto expo

H.E. Mr. Omar Mohsin Al-Amoudi, the Minister of

Transport with Mr. Omar Mohd. Abdo Thabet

inspecting NISSAN ARMADA.



BY AMAL MOHAMMED AL-ARIQI

Amel11ariqi@yahoo.com

“M“M
any times
I felt that I
w a s
neglected
“said Dr.

Sameera, who discovered that she has
infected of HIC though of her insist
on following the medical protective
measures that prevent infection
transmission. She is working as a
specialist in woman and birth section
in governmental hospital.

“When I discovered that I’m sick I

went to the ministry of health with the
report that mentioned   that I got the
virus during my working, trying to get
my right of getting medicine. The
response was from a principal in the
ministry “drink honey”. I realized that
time that was no benefit so I sold my
properties and my husband’s
possessions to get the medicine which
consists of many injections are taken
irregularly. The cost of each injection
is 45,000 YR. “she said sadly.

Dr. Huda, a dentist said “ I live
constant horror state. Although I wear
protective gloves, I come home every
day to find my hand full of scratches.

I feel scared of getting infected
disease. However I try to forget these
fears to keep on working”

Rabab a nurse, referred to bitter
reality when she said “there are many
infected nurses. However that can not
discovered easily whether because of
the delay of the appearance of the
symptoms or the attempts of the nurse
to hide her infection fearing
administrative procedures .The
absence of periodical medical tests for
the cadre is the reason of this neglect
“

These are examples of the medical
risks that face the worker in medical
departments. According to 2004
statistics 16357 persons have been
reported to be infected out of which
2393 are accouters and 8787 nurses,
woman’s share of these number
reaching 51 percent.

Medical risks and contiguous
diseases threaten women and men in
medical sector all the same, however
according to Dr. Yusra Murit of the
Family Care Association woman’s
situation differs from men because
she is a mother, housewife and health
practitioner, this means so many lives
depend on her and hence she must be
careful, especially in the presence of
infectious diseases like hepatitis,
typhoid which may be transmitted
through using towels and sharing the
same house appliances.

Abandoned health practitioners
The measures taken when

discovering an infection are that the
infected doctors are prevented to
dealing with patients and are given
executive tasks to do instead of
practicing medicine. Usually their
salary does not change, according to
Dr. Yusra. She added “ the wages that
medical cadre get are not enough to
cover living expenses. I, for example,
have been working for 19 years and
my salary is supposed to be 22.000
YR but I get 19.000 YR less than
100$. The irony of this is that the
deducted amount is for “medical
insurance. Where is this insurance
they are talking about?” 

There are no available studies that
indicate the number of infected
workers among the Yemeni medical
cadre. However, international studies
show that among the 35 million health
workers worldwide about 3 million
receive percutaneous exposures to
blood borne pathogens each year, two
million of those to HBV, 0,9 million
to HCV and 170.000 to HIV. These
injuries may result in 15000 HCV,
70000 HBV and 500 HIV infections.

“Yemen’s status is different” said
Dr. Yusra Murit “ because there is no
medical insurance for the citizens or
the workers in medical sector “

Dr. Awath Hunish –deputy manger

of work health hazards department of
the ministry of labor confirmed on Dr.
Yusra’s argument confessing that the
department does not have any
protection and treatment measures for
the medical staff although they are

subjected to immense risk of
infection. He added that some
medical centers neglect the periodical
medical tests in addition to the lack of
training all of which that increase the
possibilities of these infections.

BY HASSN AL-ZAIDI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF
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emen undergoes high
rate of cancer infection.
The statistics refer that
annually 5000 cancer
patients travel aboard,

regardless of those who aren’t able to
pay the cost of medicine, one dose costs
about 20,000 YR. The statistics expose
that there are 20,000 cancer cases in
Yemen.

Although these dangerous signs,
there are no scientific studies to find out
the reason behind such cases. Dr.
Nadeem Mohmmed Saeed said that
there are many factors that lead to can-
cer infections. In Yemen the most cur-
rent cancers are “mouth  cancer” “phar-
ynx cancer”.  This is most likely
because of Khat “ AlShama”, the exces-
sive use of herbicides besides the chem-
ical  materials in victuals, and the
wastes of factories and industrial estab-
lishments.

Petroleum companies cause cancer
A father of a patient called Ahmed

Naji from Marab said “ there are 70
cancer  patients  in my village, my son
is one of them. When I went to the

Cancer Center in Cairo,  doctors con-
firmed to us that the reason behind my
son’s disease is the pollution in the
region where we live. The pollution is
coming from the petroleum companies
that work their. Therefore the doctors
from the Medical  Center wrote a report
to the petroleum ministry in Yemen and
mentioned that companies must follow
safe measures to protect the environ-
ment and life of people.

Cancer center
A Cancer Center was established in

1996. It was a small room. The medical
equipments that cost millions of dollars
were stored to the extent that some of
the equipments were damaged. In 1998
the National Committee of Atomic
Energy NCAE group of doctors and
specialists tried to get international
approval of radioactive therapy. Dr. Ali
Al-Ashwal was one of the doctors who
accompanied us in the center to explain
the functions of each equipment. 

Dr. Ali said that the construction of
the center was established by the design
of NCAE to fit the radiation use.

Night and day working
Many doctors, such as Dr. Nadeem

and  Dr. Ali  insisted that the center still

need a lot of supplies. Although the cen-
ter capacity is narrow and small and can
not receive all the patients that come
from different governorates, it is work-
ing from 8 a.m until 12 a.m, receiving
80 patients daily. 49 patients receive
chemical treatment  daily, whereas the
center have 46 beds for men and
women. Many patients are sleeping on
the floor waiting for their turns.

There is a charitable firm that does
huge efforts to supply cancer centers. It
provides medications and buying
expensive equipments. However I am
afraid that the charge of this charity will
find itself alone, since the retreating of
local and official support. Al-Haj
Abdullwasa Hail, chairman of board of
trustees of the charity said “ the charity
was declared in 2003, October ,19th . It
began its human mission by establish-
ing an abode of the charity, opening
accounts in many local banks to receive
the donations and contributions. The
charity is cooperating with the state to
provide the equipments, requirements
and medicines to the centers. The char-
ity spent more than 120 million YR.”

Mr. Ali Al-khawlani secretary gener-
al of the charity said that besides the
donation, the charity does many educa-
tive activities to arise the awareness of

this disease and how to discover it in its
first stages. “We have to realize that the
patients of cancer needs the charity
more than others.”

Although these charitable efforts,

many patients’ life are still at risk.
While there is a  confirmation that 60%
of them can be cured. The suffering
which begins with sending the medical
tests abroad to check them and ending

with the lack of medical care because
there is no enough doses or medication.
In this situation the patient and his or
her family keep on counting the days
and the months to pass away.
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Who will fight cancer?

Ms Fatima Mohammed Yahya is suffer-

ing of uterus cancer and heart disease.

She went to KSA to recover but because

of the expensive medication she couldn’t

finish the treatment . Her son Jaber Ali

Ahmed is handicapped and poor and cant

cover the expenses of her treatment so he

appeals all the charitable  good people to

help him. Please call on 73584865 – or

73337601

Appeal

Health practitioners at risk

The cancer center capacity is small, and cannot receive all the patients that come from different goernorates.

HealthHealth
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Dear Fellow teachers, 

YY
emeni stu-
dents’ dis-
like for
E n g l i s h ,
especially

at the school level, is
scandalously true. It has
been proved through a
small-scale study under-
taken by one of our stu-
dents, Mohammed
Hessian Ahmed Al-
Najjar. It is not a
research in the strict
sense of the term but a
research exercise as a practical appli-
cation of the course called research
methodology. The student has collect-
ed the opinions of several students
and teachers in a few secondary
schools in Ibb and has useful infor-
mation to the readers. I would like to
present his findings to you, my fellow
teachers, as it concerns us, teachers of
English in schools and colleges. It is
true that the learning of English is
severely affected by this dislike for
English, as the internal motivation of
the learners is an important pre-
requirement for successful learning
and our students’ like or dislike for
English is an essential factor consti-
tuting their internal motivation.

The study has found that 56% of
the students interviewed expressed
their strong dislike for English and
they would drop out of the English
classes, if they have the freedom to do
so. About 37% of the subjects liked
English and 7% of them didn’t want
to participate in the discussion as they
were not interested in a discussion
regarding the learning of English at
all; in other words, they were indiffer-
ent.

The reasons they pointed out for
their dislike were many and varied.
Most of them blamed their teachers in
the preparatory classes; they were of
the opinion that their desire for learn-
ing English was killed by their teach-
ers in the beginning classes. They jus-
tified their complaint saying that their
teachers failed to make the teaching

of English interesting to
them, to simplify the
language they used and
to come down to their
level and make learning
possible. Another
important reason, they
pointed out, was the
size of the classes; large
classes were not con-
ducive to the effective
learning of English. Yet
another reason was non-
availability of course
books at proper time.

All their reasons are
worth consideration, though they
have been worded strongly. But one
of their observations seems contradic-
tory to what we have noticed in the
preparatory schools; for example, the
common complaint against the teach-
ers of English in the preparatory
schools is that they use a lot of Arabic
in English classes, sometimes indis-
criminately, and if it is so, the stu-
dents’ observation that their teachers
failed to simplify the language cannot
be well-founded. Their complaint of
the largeness of the English classes
working against their developing
interest in the learning of English
needs consideration. Though large
classes are a necessary evil we have
to live with in developing countries
like ours, we have to find suitable
ways to make the best out of the
worst, devising ways of teaching
large classes effectively. I have dis-
cussed the large class problem in one
of my earlier letters.

I find this small effort to study one
of the biggest problems facing
English education in Yemen interest-
ing and it deserves appreciation. The
findings should help us to review our
teaching strategies in the beginning
classes so that we are not responsible
for killing the interest of our students
for learning English. Good luck.

“The value of education is to pass it
on to others”.

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose.

DR..M.N.K.BOSE

(BOSE@y.net.ye)
Associate Professor
of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

A letter to the teachers of English: 91

Why students dislike
English: a study
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“What a day!”
These are the words we always say.
Twins they are: tomorrow, today and
yesterday.
As if we faint of idlenessʼ spray.
Nothing to West we can convey,
But a barren history which we let
decay.
We waste our precious May,
For devilʼs wishes that we obey.
what a huge cost which we have to
pay,
For the damend choice of such a
way?

We confine ourselves to lay or even
pray.
How long should we be hidden out of
dismay?
We must refresh ourselves before we
turn gray.
How long  should we be the  devilʼs
prey?
Glory is not given on a golden tray.
It needs a manly man , not a man
fond of frivolous play.
Who forgets not that great say:
Where there is a will, there is a way.

Abeer Al-Jalal
4th level

University of Applied and Social
Science

Department of English Language
and Translation

aculty of Humanities

What a day! My father

II
n my article

“ A r t i f i c i a l

Intelligence: An

Introduction” in

Yemen Times

dated 30 May 2005, I

had said that ‘knowl-

edge’ and ‘reasoning’ are

two very important com-

ponents of ‘human intel-

ligence’, and that in the

field of Artificial

Intelligence (AI), we

seek primarily to elec-

tronically simulate these

two aspects of human

intelligence (HI).

‘ K n o w l e d g e

Representation’ and ‘Inference Engine’

are concepts often used in the literature

of AI to refer to these concerns. In the

article that follows, which is Part I of a

paper in two parts, I discuss the

prospects and problems of using

‘Knowledge Representation’ and

‘Inference Engine’ in promoting

‘Academic Writing in English for the

World Wide Web (www). Part II of the

paper will appear in the next issue of

Yemen Times. ]

This paper is not about EAP per se;

it is about ‘knowledge representation’,

considered in relation to the concerns

of academic writings in English for the

Web. It is argued that the excellence of

academic writings in English for the

Web is to be evaluated in terms of the

facilities available for ‘intelligently’

searching them, which is what knowl-

edge representation should guarantee.

Excellence, in this context, also sub-

sumes ‘quality’ and, therefore, the

paper addresses the issue: ‘How does

one ensure the reliability of the Web as

a respectable source of academic infor-

mation?’, in an equal measure.

Having set out its aim in the way it

has, the paper steers clear of the defini-

tion of EAP, and its relation to ESP, in

terms of its historical development,

nature, and stated goals, if any, as not

relevant to its immediate purpose,

though these may be important in their

own right. These are issues about

which experts have taken different

positions at different points in time,

and one has reason to fear that the last

word hasn’t yet been said. What is of

enduring interest in an otherwise

messy state of flux, however, is the

undeniable importance of ‘content’ to

EAP deliberations of any persuasion.

As ‘knowledge representation’ is basi-

cally a matter of organization of con-

tent, content in EAP is of central

importance to the thesis of the present

paper, which it will return to presently.

In order to place the main thesis of

the paper in perspective, even at the

risk of labouring the obvious, it

becomes necessary to briefly describe

the Internet scenario. The Internet is a

network of computers all over the

world connected to each other through

telephone lines. Some of these comput-

ers are known as servers, in that they

serve information, and a larger number

of them are known as

clients, and the clients

seek information. The

information sought and

served is available in what

are known as web pages

and web sites, millions of

which have already been

created by individuals,

and institutions, like for

example, universities all

over the world, using so

many different languages.

All these web pages and

web sites, put together,

constitute what has come

to be known as the

W(orld) W(ide) W(eb), or

the Web, for short. 

The Web houses a colossal body of

information, on almost any subject

under the sun, that gets bandied about

across the globe via the Internet. This

body of information keeps growing at a

pace faster than the pace at which the

measures to control it are put in place,

making the Internet a virtual free-for-

all. The entire enterprise, if we forget

its military origins for a moment, has

now become a thriving commercial

venture, and its clientele includes a

large number of people for whom aca-

demic matters are of little importance.

For most of them the Internet, and

through it, the Web - is a source of dis-

traction. Not much of the information

available on the Web, however, is aca-

demically oriented because it isn’t

intended to be. Even the little that is

academically oriented is not necessari-

ly academically respectable. A sizable

chunk of it is certainly no more than

just junk, and unless careful, a searcher

of the Web may be sucked into a del-

uge of irrelevant imbroglio.

Each web page or web site is unique-

ly indexed and has a unique address

called an URL. Anyone may visit a

web page or a site using its URL. But

when a user does not have an URL, he

/ she uses any of the search engines,

such as, Yahoo, Alta Vista, Google,

Ask Jeeves and Britannica.com, to

mention a few. The use of a search

engine requires the user to type in a

‘search term’. There are ways in which

a search term is specified. Experienced

searchers use Boolean operators, such

as, “and”, “or” and “not” to sharpen the

focus of their search. A number of

search engines provide advanced

search facilities, by seeking more

information from the searcher so as to

narrow down the locations, dates of

publication, and so on of the goal state

yields. A search takes place in what is

called a search space, and the Web in

its totality constitutes the search space.

The moment a category is selected and

a search term is specified and the word

“go” is given, the search begins. This is

the initial state of the search. The

matches or the hits that the search

engine yields for the search term con-

stitute its goal state. The time/ distance

(i.e. the web path) taken to yield a

match is called the ‘cost’. The cost of a

search, the quality and the relevance of

the matches yielded, are factors which

differentiate an academically motivat-

ed search from a search driven by a

desire for distraction.

Though some of the advanced search

techniques mentioned above make the

search term more and more unique,

they do not by any means make the

search ‘intelligent’ so long as there is a

dependence on ‘keyword-based’ search

even if it is semantically oriented. A

keyword-based search measure recog-

nizes meaning negatively as ‘differ-

ence’, (after the fashion of Saussure, if

we care to remember), and ‘differential

meaning’ cannot account for the

semantic load that a word acquires in

context, which is a matter of ‘meaning

as substance’; it is ‘meaning as sub-

stance’ which is important in academic

studies and reasoning, and ontological

pursuits. For example, the word “sus-

tainable”, occurring in the context of

“sustainable development for global

environmental protection” is vastly

different in its semantic load from the

same word occurring in the context of,

say, a “sustainable court case”. A key-

word-based search fails to recognize

important distinctions such as this and,

therefore, often yields irrelevant hits.

It becomes necessary, at this point,

to discuss two conventional modes of

information interchange that academ-

ics normally resort to in satisfying their

academic needs. This will help us

understand what it means to satisfy

such needs in the context of the Web

environment. Simply put, these two

modes are speech and writing. 

Information interchange through

spoken discourse has the following

features: To begin with, it may take the

form of a lecture, a seminar discussion,

or an academic debate or argument, to

mention only a few, and it generally

involves two or more interlocutors and

/or potential participants, operating

face-to-face, and in real time. These

may be teachers, scholars, students,

researchers or anyone who has a gen-

uine urge to interact academically. The

spoken mode may be used to transmit

information or knowledge, to justify an

academic stand taken or to question

one, to seek a clarification or to give

one, to deduce a conclusion from a set

of premises using any of the recog-

nized reasoning processes, or to

demolish an argument, to mention only

a few, again. It is not uncommon,

again, to find situations where the

interlocutors begin to switch roles: the

seeker becoming the giver and vice

versa. But most importantly, such

interactions are often aided by the

schemata that the interlocutors operate,

with the result that the interlocutors

assume different degrees of back-

ground knowledge relating to the topic

of discussion on the part of each other.

Where there seems to be doubt about

the background knowledge, clarifica-

tions are sought and given so that

everyone concerned soon begins to use

the language naturally and economi-

cally, giving and gaining more and

more information about the topic of

discussion. All these are genuine con-

cerns of Language for Academic pur-

poses.

The question is: Can this be simulat-

ed in the context of the Web? Can a

person use the Internet and enter into

an online, real time, interactive, spoken

discourse with the Web, moving natu-

rally and spontaneously from one relat-

ed academic topic to another, learning

and contributing, convincing and get-

ting convinced, and so on? In other

words, can the Internet successfully

replace, say, a human teacher? 

Though the answer is “yes”, one is

compelled to express serious reserva-

tions about this happening in the

immediate future. The C-STAR

(Consortium for Speech Translation

Advanced Research) project, launched

jointly by the Advanced

Telecommunications Research of

Japan, Carnegie Mellon University

(USA), Siemens of Germany and a few

other organizations, about ten years

ago, has successfully demonstrated the

possibility of spontaneous speech to

speech translation with regard to cer-

tain limited domains. Using speech

recognition, speech synthesis, and lan-

guage-to-language translation proce-

dures and techniques, C-STAR has

shown, twice during the past decade,

that it is possible for speakers of two

different languages to interact, online,

and in real time, through speech. The

topics of discussion, however, related

to two very highly restricted LSP

domains, namely ‘conference organi-

zation’ and ‘travel arrangements’. One

area where more research is felt to be

necessary before greater heights can be

reached, is ‘the change of human

behaviour during conversations’,

resulting probably from a continually

modified schema of an interlocutor.

This problem is sure to be felt even

more keenly when one moves from a

relatively restricted LSP domain to a

more broad-based EAP, involving the

use of language not merely for

exchange of information but also for

reasoning, arguing, vigorously estab-

lishing an academic position and so on.

But, this is not an impossibility, con-

sidering the achievements of C-STAR.

What is needed is an inter-institutional

collaborative project involving inter-

disciplinary researches, to be carried

out in different stages. We will take up

the question of the possible shape that

such a project may take in Part II of the

paper. 

In the mean time, readers who would

like to know more about any of the

points discussed in the paper may prof-

itably consult: 

a) Charniak, E and Mcdermott

(1985). Introduction to Artificial

Intelligence. Reading, A.A: Addison-

Wesley and / or,

b) Rich, E and Knight, K (1991).

Artificial Intelligence. New Delhi: Tata

McGraw-Hill,

for more information.

Promoting academic
writing in English for the
World Wide Web: Part I

PROF R K
JAYARAMAN

DEPARTMENT OF

ENGLISH

FACULTY OF EDUCATION

SANA’A UNIVERSITY,
SANA’A

askjayaraman
@maktoob.com

Poetry Corner

A dry leaf falls
From the temple wall, a squirrel
surveys
who’s the intruder?

A childless woman
rings the temple bell. 
Something she 
murmurs
only God hears.

The sun bids adieu,
Grasshoppers report for duty;
sirens
all through the night

The dawn makes the mystery

deeper
The night was shedding tears;
Grass was still holding on to a few

drops.

BY MANORANJAN

SATPATHY

Stillness: My village

Parents are the most precious gift in life

They  create a pool of happiness and

quietude,

Oh, my father, how dear are you to me!

You, indeed, are everything in my life,

You are the light of my eyes

Your valuable advice makes me go for

the right ways,

Your kindness makes me feel secured,

Your seriousness helps me to be

A pithy child,

Thank God, for this invaluable gift,

May Allah bless me to make you ever

happy.

Faiza Ali Hamzi

Department of English

Faculty of Edcation

Sanaa University

The difference between worship and

respect must be clearly understood.

Respect can be shown to any body,

but worship is meant only for the

Almighty God. Frequently excessive

respect for people  verges on their wor-

ship, but we must take serious note of

this and curb the tendency. All of Allahʼs
creation deserve respect, but only the

Almighty deserves worship.

By Ammar Mohammad Ali Al-Adwani

Worship and respect
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Rename Noqum Mount: intellectuals
BY HASSAN AL-ZAIDI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

DD
r. Abdulaziz al-Maqaleh,
the Presidentʼs Cultural
Advisor, has suggested
changing the name of
Noqum Mountain into

Ghayman Mountain. 
Dr. Al-Maqaleh and Abdul-Karim

al-Khamisi said the name does not
“fit one of the most important
Yemeni mountains.” They said the
Mountainʼs name should not con-
tinue to be associated with
“niqmah”, the Arabic word for
“wrath”.

“There is some sort of consensus
in the literary and intellectual com-
munity that the name ʻNoqumʼ does
not suit as proud a mountain as
this, which stands on the eastern
side of Sanaʼa, even if the name
was 30 million years old,” added
Dr. Al-Maqaleh, who also runs the

Yemeni Center for Research and
Studies. “Sanaʼa itself, in which
many generations have lived, has
had its name changed four times:
Sam City, Azal, Dhamar, Sanʼan.”

Historians confirm that old
Ethiopians who occupied Yemen
and built a Kaaba in Sanaʼa, gave
the Mountain its name which meant
“mountain” in their language. An
historian said that, on their way to
invade the real Kaaba, they passed
by this mountain and cried
“noqum,” meaning “mountain”.

Dr. Al- Maqaleh stated that
renaming the mountain is in the
public interest: “Many things in our

country need to be reconsidered, to
avoid misunderstanding and misin-
terpretation.”

On the other hand, there have
recently been calls for making
nearby mountains and heights
available for picnics and walking for
tourists instead of limiting them to
military camps around which signs
read “Don't approach. Military
area.”

It is interesting to note that the
plans drawn up for Sana'a tower
planned to situate it at the bottom
of one of the mountains. However,
the concerned sides are still trying
to negotiate which mountain is to

be relinquished by military com-
manders at the project's expense.

Many of the key heights around
the city are being distributed to mil-
itary commanders to build their
palaces while the cityʼs residents
donʼt find enough green spots and
open areas for picnicking and
recreation. The resulting lack of
recreational areas means some
Sanaʼa residents are being forced
out to valleys far away from the city
to escape noise and find fresh air.


