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SANA’A- Nov. 26- The Capital

City’s Southwestern Court issued on

Saturday a verdict against al-Tajamu

weekly, mouthpiece of the Unionist

Congregation Party, condemning the

paper’s chief editor and a columnist

who published an article last August

under the heading “commemorating

anniversary of August 24 events-

1968”.

The court considered the article to be

a crime and a violation of the press law,

alleging that such tended to foment

ethnical conflicts and shake national

security and stability.  The court

obliged the pair to pay 50 thousand

Yemeni rials each to the Public

Treasure of the State and suspended

them from work for an entire year. It

also shut down the newspaper and

banned its distribution for 6 months. 

Lawyer Jamal said in a statement to

the Yemen Times: “We were informed

of the verdict three days after it was

issued, we were deliberately unin-

formed of the court session despite the

fact the case has been postponed for 2

months. So, we appeal against the ver-

dict, which is ironic and provoked

curiosity especially as 37 years have

passed since the August 24 events”.

The article mentioned a bloody bat-

tle which broke out between troops and

tribesmen in streets and zones of

Sana’a, The fighting was between

Zaidi leaders backed by the royalists

and Sha’afi militants, and resulted in

the elimination of the majority of

Sha’afi leaders from governmental

positions and replacing them. 

On the other hand, the Capital City’s

Western Court referred on Saturday the

case filed against al-Thawri paper,

mouthpiece of the Yemeni Socialist

Party and the writer Mohamed al-

Maqalah to the Appeals Court to rule

on the appeal presented by the defense

team, stating that the court is not the

concerned party to look into the case. 

Al-Thawri paper and the journalistic

writer Mohamed al-Maqaleh were

accused of publishing an article

demanding President Saleh to abandon

part of its power and not to quit presi-

dency, following the President’s decla-

ration not take part in the coming pres-

idential elections.
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SANA’A- Nov. 26- The Joint
Opposition Meeting Parties (JOMPs) has
presented their project for political and
national reforms to the Parliament, in a
step that have outraged the regime as it
comes only a few months prior to presi-
dential elections claiming that ‘such a
time is not convenient for demands’ even
if it was discussed in the parliament.

However, the opposition commented
on this ridicules claim saying that this
regime does not act in the best interests of
Yemen, therefore it is the duty of the
opposition is to stop the economic and
political deterioration and prevent an
eventual catastrophe if the current situa-
tion continues as it may result in the col-
lapse of the country. The opposition par-
ties have referred to the official and inter-
national reports that warned of bad conse-
quences in Yemen unless there are
reforms in different areas. 

On the political front:
The JOMPs hold the view that symp-

toms of the Yemeni crisis are worsened in
the absence of the law and reliable institu-
tions, lack of equity under the law and the
President’s centralized monopolization of
powers with maximum authorities and
minimum responsibilities. They claimed
that there is no accountability and equali-
ty as the legislature and judicature author-
ities should be independent and yet they
are controlled by the President. The
described the current governmental sys-
tem as “disabled”.

The JOMPs learned from proven expe-
rience and Yemeni history that replacing
the current regime by the Parliament will
constitute a distinctive move in achieving
political reforms and paving the way for
reforms in other areas as well. The
Parliamentary system, they noted, is due

to put an end to the people’s sufferings
from this centralized governance that
formed a perennial issue for Yemenis. 

They claimed that the current regime
helped the ruling party in controlling all
authorities, edge out the role of institu-
tions, develop corruption into becoming a
well-organized practice, and monopolize
power and hand downs it to whom it
wants in accordance with the interests of
the ruling party and not the Yemeni peo-
ple. Such malpractices lead to the spread
of chaos at the expense of stability and the
status of the law. Consequently, the
Yemeni people have been systematically
deprived from their rights and interests,
and standards of individuals’ loyalty to
the ruling party have replaced their loyal-
ty to the country and respect of the law
and the constitution, the JOMPs com-
mented. The outcome is in devoting the
national abilities to serving survival of the
ruling party and its leadership at the
expense of fulfilling the basic needs of the
Yemeni people and their economic, polit-

ical and social well-being.

On the economic and social fronts:
According to JOMPs: ‘Aspects of the

crisis are reflected in the economic deteri-
oration and disinvestment of national and
foreign capitals from the country;
Officials exploit their powers in interrupt-
ing businessmen and investors through
imposing unlawful constrains and occa-
sionally their partnership on them in prof-
its, leading poverty to escalate over the
majority of labor force and unemploy-
ment rate to hit a record…Aspects of the
economic crisis are also reflected in the
deterioration of the average per capita
income which led Yemen to rank among
the poorest and least developed countries
in spite of its natural resources. There is
also an evident deterioration in the level
and quality of education, health services,
electricity and all social services, as well
as the backwardness of infrastructure.’

In their bill, JOMPs demand that the
republican regime be reformed through

the establishment of an efficient, demo-
cratic and fair governance mechanism in
order to achieve balance between authori-
ties, develop the economy, boost democ-
racy, ensure rights and freedoms, expand
the operational base of political participa-
tion and make the peaceful handover of
power possible, as well as to enable
women to practice their constitutional and
legal rights and play a positive role in the
day-to-day life. 

The second demand of the JOMPs is
the creation of a strong civil community
armed with independent and invulnerable
institutions taking their strength from
their independence and their ability to
represent interests of the society. 

The third of the JOMPs’ demands is in
pushing forward the wheel of sustainable
development, tackling issues associated
with poverty and unemployment, work-
ing hard in order to achieve justice,
improving the living standards of citizens,
combating corruption and eradicating the
factors which breads violence, extremism

and terrorism. 
The fourth demand is employing

Yemen’s international relations for serv-
ing development and achieving stability
and fruitful cooperation with other coun-
tries. 

The JOMPs claimed the government
should be held to accountable before the
parliament in a regular and continuous
manner, the President should be granted
only the powers defined by the Parliament
and be questionable thereafter. Also, the
Central Organization for Control and
Audit should be affiliated to the
Parliament and decisions concerning the
appointment of the Governor of the
Central Bank of Yemen should be restrict-
ed to ensure entire independence of the
bank. 

According to the JOMPs, the legisla-
ture has to be, through the Central
Organization for Control and Audit,
responsible for monitoring the use of
State’s facilities and preventing them
from being exploited by any parties or
organizations. They suggested that the
Parliamentary term be set at 4 years and
the presidential term at 5 years and insist-
ed on reforming the judicature system,
enhancing its role and maintaining its
independence financially, administrative-
ly and technically. Supreme Court judges,
they stated, should be selected by the
Parliament, courts of appeal have to be
canceled and the general attorney must be
separated from the executive bureau and
its apparatuses. 

Continued on page 3
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SANA’A- Nov. 22- The Family &
Development Magazine, issued by the
Yemen Times, launched on Tuesday
the first phase of its website on the
Internet. 

Emad al-Saqqaf, the Magazine
Chief-Editor and Chief of Yemen
Times Taiz Bureau, pointed out that
such a step comes as  part of the mag-
azine’s plans to reach  larger reader-
ship inside and outside the country.

“This step stems from its faith that
the media message, in the world of
today, described as the age of global-
ization net, has to cope with all the
rapid advancements in the field of
modern technology, mainly the global
internet network.” Emad al-Saqqaf
said. 

For his part, Abdulhabib al-Izzi, the

magazine technical manager said,
“what we have achieved today is only
an inauguration of the first phase,
through which, the visitor of our web-
site can read the entire content of the
magazine and know about our activi-
ties and issuances.”

“Currently, we have an ambitious
plan to upgrade the website in the
near future. This plan covers a num-
ber of services, most important of
which is uploading the magazine on
files of PDF design,” he mentioned.

“Additionally, there will be news
and information-related services for
visitors of the website, and we aim to
offer distinctive and competitive
media services for any companies and
corporations having the desire for
such services via our website.”
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Readersʼ Voice
Yemen Times features  “Readersʼ

Voice” a popular way for our
readers to interact with us. This is
your opportunity to have a say on
world and local affairs. 

This editionʼs question:

Last editionʼs question:
Al-Baidani is about to run for the coming

presidential election. He promises reform

and stability. If he hypothetically won, do

you think he will be up to his words?

No, heʼs not quite into internal affair of the

country 48%

Yes, he will  33%

I donʼt know  19%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll 

and have your voice heard!

Will the opposition parties
agenda for reform receive
positive response?
Yes
No
I donʼt know

The Basic Education Development Project (BEDP) at the
Ministry of Education (MOE) seeks applicants for the positions
of Financial Officer, Procurement Officer, Accountant,
Administrative Assistant, and Consultants to deliver on-the-job
training for project implementation teams in the Governorates
Education Offices (GEOs) on Procurement and Contract
Management. Under the general directions of the Executive
Director of the Project Administration Unit (PAU), the above-
mentioned personnel will be responsible for the delivery of
tasks described hereunder and will work closely with all sectors
and departments of the MOE, GEOs and Districts Education
Offices involved in the implementation of the Project.

A) The Financial Officer would: 
i. Manage and supervise all daily financial activities of the

project.
ii. Ensure that there is a functional financial management

system which includes:
• establish proper accounting procedures and internal

controls to ensure that the assets of the project are
properly safeguarded;

• solve any technical problems that may arise with the
financial management of the project;

• supervise subordinate accounting staff, as may be
required, to assist with the operation of the projectʼs
financial management;

• supervise the projectʼs Special Account;
• ensure that consolidated financial management

reports for the project are produced on a timely basis
and sufficient in content to enable the management of
MOE and IDA to assess the financial position of the
project.

iii. Act as a focal point for any dialogue on financial
management matters relating to the project as     may be
required by the projectʼs financiers. 

iv. Report and update systematically the Projectʼs
Management on the status of financial activities and
issues, and follow-up with MOE and other related
Ministries and Institutions on financial and other Projectʼs
issues as may be required by the Projectʼs Management.

v. Contribute to quarterly Project Management Reports, and; 
vi. Ensure that the project is audited annually in accordance

with IDAʼs requirements and cooperate fully with the auditor
in that respect.

Qualifications:
• A minimum of Bachelorʼs degree in Accounting or Business

Administration with major in accounting and finance.
• Minimum of 5 years of professional experience in a

financial management and accounting position, preferably
in the private sector.

• Familiarity with the governmentʼs and IDAʼs financial
management requirement. 

• Experience in the use of accounting programs and
software.

• Proficiency in both Arabic and English.

B) The Procurement Officer would: 
i. Planning functions

• Preparing and updating the Project procurement plan
for each year of the Project and ensure its distribution
to all sectors/units involved in the Project
implementation.

• Itemizing and listing all goods required for the Project;
grouping goods in packages and determining the
procurement method: ICB, NCB. IS, NS.

• Preparing and/or organizing and supervising the
preparation of bidding documents and requests for
proposals; and

• Working with relevant sectors in developing TORs for
the selection of consulting firms. 

ii. Procurement Process
• Preparing and ensuring the publication of Specific and

General Procurement Notices for goods, and requests
for expressions of interest for consulting services.

• Ensuring that documents have received appropriate
approvals in accordance with the Development Credit
Agreement and Multi-Donors Trust Funds Agreement.

• Systematically attending on behalf of the BEDP all bids
opening, evaluation, and contracts award sessions
and preparing minutes of bid opening and evaluation
reports, in accordance with IDA guidelines.

• Preparing contracts and ensuring they are timely
approved, signed and notified, in accordance with the
procedures described in the Procurement Manual.

iii. Contract Management
• Inspecting and receiving goods, to ensure compliance

with specifications and quantities with the purchase
orders/contracts.

• Arranging for safe custody and the proper delivery of
goods to the Project institutions, if necessary, and
installation in accordance with the contract and the
target dates in the implementation schedule.

iv. Relevant Tasks
• Acting as a focal point for any dialogue on procurement

management matters relating to the Project as may be
required by the Projectʼs financiers. 

• Systematically reporting and updating the Projectʼs
Management on the status of procurement activities
and issues, and follow-up with MOE and other related
Ministries and Institutions on procurement and other
Projectʼs issues as may be required by the Projectʼs
Management. 

• Contributing to quarterly Financial Monitoring Reports.
• Ensuring that procurement procedures provided in the

DCA are respected at all stages. 

Qualifications:
• A minimum of a Bachelorʼs degree in commerce, business

administration, engineering, or equivalent qualification.
• At least 10 years experience in a procurement

management position. 

• Familiarity with the government and IDAʼs procurement
guidelines and procedures. 

• Computer literacy and proficiency in both Arabic and
English.

C) The Accountant would: 
i Prepare  the withdrawal applications, claims, and related

governmental letters 
ii Record transactions in the computerized accounting

system of the financial activities of the Project:-
- Maintain the petty cash.
- Make the necessary vouchers and receipts for all

deposits and withdrawal to and from the credit , and
record them in the predefined chart of accounts in the
system.

- Make a monthly replenishment of the S/A and maintain
the necessary control  registers for all procured civil
works, goods, & technical assistance.

- Follow- up with related ministries and the Central Bank
of Yemen.

- Make a monthly reconciliation of the special account
and other current accounts(if any),make a necessary
adjustments and monthly closing entries

- Make sure that all bank statements, withdrawal
applications, claims, correspondence are properly filed
and easily accessible once required. 

Qualifications:
- A minimum of Bachelorʼs degree in Accounting.
- Minimum of 3 years of professional experience in

accounting. 
- Reasonable knowledge of International Accounting

Standards.
- Familiarity with the governmentʼs and IDAʼs requirement. 
- Experience in the use of accounting softwares.
- Proficiency in both Arabic and English.

D)  The Administrative Assistant would:
I. Provide secretarial and operational assistance to

professional staff 
II. Ensure quality of outgoing correspondence and other

related documents. 
III. Manage the filing system and record management.
IV. Manage the leave and attendance system and schedule

appointments. 
V. Handle the logistics of conferences and workshops. 

Qualifications:
• A Bachelorʼs degree with at least 3 years experience in

office logistic management. 
• Good interpersonal skills and excellent communication

skills. 
• Computer knowledge and familiarity with MS-Office

applications. 
• Proficiency in speaking and writing Arabic and English. 

E) The Procurement Consultants On-the-job
training  would:
I. Provide Governorates Education Implementation Teams

with skills and knowledge in procurement and contract
management relevant to activities that will be implemented
at the governorate level.

II. Develop and deliver an appropriate on-job training
including the development of appropriate actual
procedures for the trainees in Procurement Management
and financial management skills relevant to BEDP. This will
require the consultant to undertake the following activities:

1. Preparing the forms of bid opening, bid evaluations, in
accordance with the World Bank forms and requirements.

2. Preparing the simplified guidelines for 
• sequence of operations in each process and (biding

document, bid opening, evaluation of bids, contracting
and implementation process)

• Preparing of time schedule for implementation of bid
opening and bid evaluation.

3. Explain all prepared forms, guidance to the implementation
teams in the GEOs, and be sure they are able to deliver all
forms.

4. Participate on bid opening; and bid evaluation processes
and train the implementation team during the process, and
to ensure the procedures are being held in according to the
WB instructions.

5. Review the bid evaluation reports before sending to the
PAU.

6. Evaluate the procurement specialistsʼ performance in
GEOs, and recommend the training needs for them. 

7. The availably to work on an on-and-off basis

Qualifications:
• A minimum of a Bachelorʼs degree in commerce, business

administration, engineering, or equivalent qualification.
• At least 5 years experience in a procurement management

position. 
• Familiarity with the government and IDAʼs procurement

guidelines and procedures. 
• A minimum of two years experience of delivering training

programs to non-procurement specialists. 
• Excellent command of English and Arabic with good

communication skills.

All applications along with a detailed resume
and supporting documents should be
submitted by Wednesday, December 7,
2005 at the following address:
Basic Education Development Project
60M Southern Road, Bait Meyad
Tel: 01-619160 /  Fax 01-619219

SANA’A- Nov. 25- (WAM) - The

UAE’s Red Crescent Society (RCS)

medical team has examined 1950 eye

patients and conducted 140 eye surger-

ies since November 18 in the Yemeni

Island of Socotra. Head of the RCS

team Dr. Saleh Al Taie expressed his

satisfaction at the performance level of

his team and the success of operations,

as a part of the team’s agenda to exam-

ine 2500 cases and operate 300 surger-

ies.

The team also toured the RCS med-

ical camp established at Hadipo hospi-

tal on the island and offered quantities

of medicines.

Dr. Al-Taie also inaugurated the

society’s anti-malaria campaign in

cooperation with the Yemeni health

authorities and the WHO under a

nation-wide drive to combat the fatal

disease, Al Taie said the Society had

contributed in setting up 16 anti-malar-

ia centers in the country: ‘’The RCS

offered around 15,000 mosquito-resist-

ant covers, 500 kilograms of insecti-

cide and 21 microscopes in addition to

other medical supplies to the cam-

paign’’ he added.

The team also took part in the third

international symposium on malaria

and a conference on immunization

against polio. It also held talks with the

UNICEF Regional Manager in Yemen

on ways of enhancing joint partner-

ship.

UAE’s RCS team conducts 140 eye surgeries in Socatra

TAIZ- Nov. 24- A lecture and a
discussion around the impact of regional
satellite television networks on the
culture and identity of the Yemeni family
and its impact on the upbringing of
children. Prof. Nabila al-Sharjabi,
lecturer of Psychology, gave a lecture on
the subject at the Faculty of Arts and
Social Science of Taiz University last
Tuesday.

The lecture was a literature review of
scientific research undertaken with a
sample of educated people in Sana’a,
Aden and Taiz and collected data on the
types of television programs watched by
parents and children as well as Satellite
channels.

The research discussed the urgent need
to take measures to control the external
cultural invasion evident in the behavior
of children who are addicted to several
preferred programs. The discussion
included a discourse around the forged
facts of history through several
documentaries and dramas viewed in the
television which were found to be
politically motivated.

Yet, several academics commented
that the lecture lacks a discussion of the
variety of programs and the necessary
recommendations that should included in
any study, among the other eccentric
considerations of the methodology of the
research, resulted in unreliable results.

Satellite television risks discussed

SANA’A- Nov. 26- The Women

and Children Development Society

(WCDS) has launched a new

program titled “Women in

Technology”, which offers

scholarships for women to study

Information Technology (IT). The

Program is funded by the Institute of

International Education in San

Francisco located in the U.S., as part

of the Middle East Partnership.

The Program is implemented in

collaboration with Cisco Academy at

the General Telecommunication

Institute. The Women in Technology

program provides free training in IT

for 250 women from all age groups

and educational backgrounds

annually. 

The training period covers 17

months of standardized curricula

(Microsoft Unlimited Potential and

Cisco Networking Academy

Program). It will also organize

professional development workshops

including IT policy workshops,

career skills training and practical

experience for participants. The

training course targets women and

will be delivered by women trainers.

The Technology Program aims to

help women gain remarkable hi-tech

skills, crucial to access and

participation in the workforce, which

will lead to greater economic security

and independence for women. 

It also aims to narrow the gap of

skills between men and women and

enable women to enter a career in IT

and contribute to the development of

the IT sector in Yemen. The program

is expected to enhance partnership

between private and public sectors

and involve NGOs, governmental

bodies and academic institutions both

as partners and beneficiaries.

Women involved in 
information technology

SANA’A – Nov. 26 - The Yemeni

Teachers Syndicate organized a sit in

protesting the government’s hesita-

tion in the implementation of their

legal rights and payment of financial

allowances included in the new wage

law. The sit in was held across at the

ministerial Cabinet’s premises in

Sana’a.

Over six thousand teachers from

the capital secretariat and the Sana’a

governorate joined in the sit in along

with members from the General

Syndicate of the educational profes-

sions and syndicate of vocational

and training education. The protest-

ers also call for the amendment of

the flaws of the entitlements of jobs

in the new law.

The sit in continued from nine in

the morning until two in the after-

noon. The head of the teachers

Syndicate Mr. Ahmed Al-Robahi

accompanied with other members of

the syndicate led the demonstration

and voiced slogans expressing their

demands. Successfully, a delegation

representing the protesters had met

the Minister of Education; the minis-

ter of Technical training and

Vocational Education and the State

Minister and Secretariat

Commissioner. The delegation dis-

cussed the demands of the protesters

while government representatives

successfully absorbed the teachers’

demands, and requested an addition-

al delay until the end of December to

execute the details of the new wage

law.

Other governorates which also

witnessed sits-in.  Hadramot, Taiz,

Dhamar each having at least 2000

protesters.

Teachers around the
country hold sit in

Family & Development
Magazine launches website

V A C A N C I E S
Financial Officer, Procurement Officer, Accountant, Administrative Assistant & Procurement

Consultants (Basic Education Development Project - IDA Credits & Multi-Donors Trust Funds)



The opposition urged for reforming

the electoral system to ensure fair rep-

resentation for different social classes

though enhancing the neutrality of the

High Commission for Elections and

Referendum. The opposition activists

insisted on reforming the local author-

ities, adopting the administrative

decentralization, approving the princi-

ple of electing the governors and dis-

trict chiefs, and amending the local

authority law to remove restrictions of

centralization. 

Regarding rights and public free-

doms, the opposition parties demanded

the provision of equal opportunities for

all citizens in getting governmental

jobs, banning the practice of partisan,

ethnical and provincial discriminations

in the distribution of jobs. 

Party affairs committee should be

cancelled and citizens should be

enabled to establish and form syndi-

cates, organizations and civil and pri-

vate corporations through free and fair

elections with no reference to the exec-

utive parties in the government, the

opposition added. 

Expressions of opinion, the right for

protest, sit-in, journalism, as well as

the right for establishment of visible

and audible media corporations must

be granted and ensured. 

The JOMPs claimed stoppage of all

kinds of assaults and harassments

against rights and freedoms and the

arbitrary arrests that violate the consti-

tution and the law. 

Among the JOMPs’ demands is the

cancellation of illegal prisons, pro-

hibiting the administrative imprison-

ment, invalidating the law of public

demonstrations, amending the law of

political parties and organizations, the

press law and the law of syndicates and

associations and purifying laws and

legislations from clauses which restrict

rights and freedoms ensured by the law

and authenticated by the international

conventions. 

The opposition’s bill stressed on

respecting and maintaining the patriot-

ic style of the military and security

forces and specifying their role to be in

conformity with the constitution, the

Parliamentary democratic regime and

the political multiplicity. It also

stressed on reforming the Ministry of

Interior the security apparatuses and

the affiliation of all the military and

security forces to the Cabinet in their

affairs.

The opposition demanded public

media means be transformed into

politically-independent national insti-

tutions and restrictions should be set to

ensure their neutrality and prevent

their being exploited to the advantage

of any political party. It also insisted

on the cancellation of the Ministry of

Information. 

With respect to administrative

reforms and corruption eradication, the

opposition parties urged for the

approval of the standards of eligibility,

efficiency, ability, integrity, seniority

and qualification in the occupation of

jobs. The principle of open competi-

tion for the occupation of jobs should

be approved in the light of these stan-

dards and the sale and purchase of pub-

lic jobs should be banned. 

According to the opposition, the

wage ladder should be modified to

cope up with the inflation and new

economic changes, and that the

President of the Republic, Vice-

President, Prime Minister and the min-

isters should be banned from practic-

ing any trade, investment or industrial

activities.

Additionally, the opposition leaders

claimed the provision of legal protec-

tion for journalists and media appara-

tuses and allowing journalists the right

to obtain information and view any

official registers and documents. They

demanded rationalization of public

spending, preventing the wastage of

resources, increasing development-

related expenditures and giving more

priority to the sectors of education,

health and public services. 

With regard to reform of cultural

and social policies, the JOMPS insist-

ed on reforming the current education-

al system, developing the role of

Yemeni woman in the society and

empowering her to practice all her

constitutional and legal rights. More

emphasis was laid to the health insur-

ance draft for all citizens without any

discrimination and exception to main-

tain the dignity of citizens. 

The JOMPs’ demands for reforming

the external policy included the

restructuring of Yemen’s external poli-

cy on the basis of national partnership

and the transparent dealing in the spec-

ification of goals. Another demand

covers Yemen’s preparation for the

Gulf Cooperative Council entry,

enhancement of Yemen’s relations

with other brotherly countries and the

improvement of dialogue with other

countries. 

Concluding their reform bill, the

Joint Opposition Meeting Parties- the

Yemeni Islah Party, the Yemeni

Socialist Party, the Nasserite Popular

Unionist Organization, the Arab

Socialist Nationalist Baath Party, the

Popular Forces Union and the Haq

Party- are of the opinion that reform

can be achieved only through proper

media means and in accordance with

the constitution and the law. 
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� Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school

� Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers

� Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages

� Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports

� Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students

� Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

� Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

� Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area

� Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

� School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)

� Arabic program from 12:00 noon – 2:30 p.m.
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Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.

Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.

Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,

table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.

Main CampusMain CampusMain CampusMain Campus

SIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-School
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A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCEA TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE
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Invitation for Bids -IFB#33/05 for the

Construction of Al Kadan Malhan Rural Road
Republic of Yemen

Rural Access Program

IDA Credit No.3514 Yem

1. This Invitation for Bids follows the General Procurement Notice for this Project that appeared

in Development Business, issue no. 626 of Mar16, 2004.

2. The Republic of Yemen has received a credit from the International Development

Association towards the cost of Yemen Rural Access Program and intends to apply part of

the part of the proceeds of this Credit to payments under the Contract for the Construction of

Al Kadan Malhan. This contract will be jointly financed by the Government of Yemen. 

3. The Ministry of Public Works and Highways Rural Access Project Central Management Office

now invites sealed bids from eligible and qualified bidders for the construction of Al Kadan

Malhan RR (23.13 km) in Al Mahweet Governorate.  The construction period is 17 months.

4. Bidding will be conducted through the International Competitive Bidding (ICB) procedures

specified in the World Bank’s Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits,

and is open to all bidders from Eligible Source Countries as defined in the Bidding Documents.

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from:

The Ministry of Public Works and Highways (MPWH)

Rural Access Project, Central Management Office (RAPCMO)

Off 60 M Ring Road and Algiers, St., Near Sana’a Expo Center

Phone/Fax : 00967-01-448109/104/449422

Fax : 00967-01-448106

E-mail: rapcmu@y.net.ye

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen 

and inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given above  from 9:00 AM to 2:30

PM

6. Qualifications requirements include: 

• Average Annual Construction Turnover of  similar to the project cost

• Substantial completion of 1 similar nature project,

• Availability of liquid assets and/or credit facilities US$350,000.0.

• Availability of the construction equipment, 

A margin of preference for eligible national contractors/joint ventures shall be applied.

7. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English may be purchased by interested bidders on

the submission of a written Application to the address above and upon payment of a non

refundable fee US$150 or the equivalent in any freely convertible currency, plus the cost of

courier for overseas delivery of US$50.  The method of payment will be cashier’s check, or

direct deposit. The Bidding Documents will be sent by courier for overseas delivery.

8. Bids must be delivered to the address above at or before 11:00 AM, Jan 1, 2006. Electronic

bidding shall not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected.  Bids will be opened physically 11:00

AM, Jan 8, 2006 in the presence of the bidders’ representatives who choose to attend in person. 

9. All bids shall be accompanied by a Bid Security of US$60,000.0 or an equivalent amount in a

freely convertible currency.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Located at the business area Al-Zubairy Street, near to all

bank, hospital, Al-Q’aa Wet Market and Al-Huda

Supermarket. Choice of 6 units, low density at the quiet area

with parking.

FULLY FURNISH APARTMENT with luxury fitting and

telephone line, 2 bedrooms, 1 living room, dining area,

kitchen, 2 toilet and balcony.

SEMI FURNISHED APARTMENT with two-layer curtains,

carpet, kitchen cabinet, stove and fridge. Choice of 3 or 2

bedrooms.

BASIC APARTMENT with kitchen cabinet, stove and fridge.

Choice of 3 or 2 bedroom.

For foreigners only: Interested party call at 71246055 or

01 400033 or email at mmaon@hotmail.com for viewing and

appointment.

Yemen Times is seeking to hire a

News Reporter
of the following qualifications:

- Excellent English & Arabic language abilities

(speaking writing & reading )

- Good communication skills

- At least a five-year experience in working with

Yemeni News media and news reporting

- Computer skills & internet abilities .

The vacancy is open immediately with rewarding salary.

Please send your CVs with a cover letter to 

editor@yementimes.com by 8th December latest.

YemenSoft Company (IT and Software

pioneer Company in Yemen) is looking to

recruit highly qualified and talented personals

to fill the following posts:

• Sale representative

• Graphic Designer

For detailed information about the above

posts, please go to our website:

www.yemensotf.net

Applications are only accepted online

Job Vacancies

Opposition demands President’s power be restricted 
Continued from page 1
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emen is an interesting

country for studying its

human capital develop-

ment due to its geo-polit-

ical stretch, historical

background, cultural experiences and

economic development. Indeed, the sig-

nificance of studying human capital in

Yemen is derived from the proven

importance of investing in knowledge

and education which is, in turn, a prime

engine for stimulating sustainable eco-

nomic growth especially in the develop-

ing countries.

Until date, developing human capital

in the country has been ignored in spite

of the recent political and economic

developments the country has wit-

nessed since its establishment in 1990,

considering Human capital to be the

people’s ability to be economically pro-

ductive, and can be influenced by edu-

cation and training.

Investment in Human Capital

Although most models of economic

growth stress the importance of invest-

ment in creating a knowledge society,

there are several indications that point

towards a serious gap in knowledge

between Yemen and its counterparts in

the developed and developing world,

reflected in the inability of Yemeni peo-

ple to satisfy their non-material needs in

addition to their economic constrains,

therefore human capital in Yemen

requires special attention and under-

standing of the political and economic

circumstances that shape the human

capital of the region. In line with Prof.

Amartya Sen argument that develop-

ment has to be more concentrated with

enhancing the lives of people: what a

person is, or can be, and does, or can do.

Therefore, education is essential to a

satisfying and rewarding life and is fun-

damental to the broader notion of

expanded human capabilities that lie at

the heart of the meaning of develop-

ment. 

Similarly, education plays a key role

in the ability of the country in order to

modernize and absorb modern technol-

ogy and in order to develop the capaci-

ty for self sustaining growth and devel-

opment, considering the example of

South Korea’s commitment to educa-

tion for the last thirty years and how this

commitment helped it gain momentum

as the pioneer of the Asian Tigers in

economic development. Therefore,

Education is largely considered to be a

recipe for economic prosperity; “Arab

countries should emulate the success of

the Asian Tiger nations by adopting a

policy of early and intensive investment

in education, accompanied by sustained

and rapid improvement of its level,” say

the authors of the Arab Human

Development Report 2003.

Objectives of Development

There are three broad objectives of

development shared by most develop-

ing countries, i.e. to increase the avail-

ability and widen the distribution of

basic life-sustaining goods, to raise the

standard of living, and to expand the

range of economic and social choices

available. However, reaching these

three objectives of development does

not solely depend on financial develop-

ment or economic wellbeing, but it also

includes creating a knowledge society

that enriches the lives of its people and

economic growth through the current

supply and prospected demand of skills

and knowledge, all in order to realize

the potential impact on individual

incomes and the collective economic

development of the country as a whole.

However, creating a knowledge soci-

ety is not an easy task considering the

current economic, cultural and political

obstacles in Yemen. The collective body

of previous research around the subject

has indicated that issues such as access

to basic education, the availability of

proper primary schooling facilities,

child labor, illiteracy, gender inequali-

ties, inequalities within countries and

societies, cost and quality of education

among other social and economic fac-

tors are the most important obstacles

specific to the Middle East region and

most apparent in Yemen in order to

achieve considerable development sim-

ilar to that of the Asian Tigers, These

obstacles are discussed in the following

pages.

Obstacles to Development in Yemen

One of the major obstacles Yemen

faces is the nature of the education, as

religious education plays a parallel and

substantial role in the upbringing of

children, especially with limited gov-

ernmental control over the curriculum,

the tutoring or even the methodology of

religious teachings, particularly as such

a sensitive topic can influence to a great

extent the mindset of the youth regard-

ing the various happenings taking place

around them and formulate various

interpretations such as conspiracy theo-

ries or even resort to extremist actions.

Yet, a significant number of students

fail to complete secondary education

because of the poor quality of teaching

or non-availability of tutors especially

in rural areas of the country, hereby

impairing education that should help

families escape some of the vicious

cycles of poverty in which they may be

trapped. Therefore children and youth

tend to leave their schools in order to

work due to their lack of belief in the

returns of schooling.

Even students who successfully com-

plete their primary education and wish

to continue their higher education local-

ly, the non-availability of suitable teach-

ing facilities and qualified tutors in sci-

entific disciplines induce students to

pursue careers in non scientific sub-

jects, statistics indicate that as little as

2~3%  of students in Yemen major in

applied sciences in their college educa-

tion while that %age is at 20 % for

south Korean students This is evident in

the low number of patents and original

contributions to the global sum of

knowledge.

Another important obstacle is sex-

ism; the conservative nature of the

Yemeni society has established several

constrains on women’s participation in

the society even if it was educational

purposes, while this is slowly changing

in most parts of the country, a consider-

able %age of women still suffer from

sexism and gender-based discrimina-

tion against their educational options

and literacy.

Nonetheless, the society as a whole

suffers as a result of illiteracy through

the failure of parents to assist their

schooling children to learn and the non-

ability to read any educational material

they come across because of illiteracy,

as the UNICEF indicated that several

countries in the Middle East and North

Africa region will not be able to reach

their Human development objectives as

a consequence of illiteracy, i.e. with

implicit reference to Yemen.

Population distribution is yet another

issue, as 72 % of the country’s popula-

tion resides in rural areas while the bulk

of schools and education centers are

located in the urban areas, hereby forc-

ing disadvantaged scholars to migrate

to urban areas in search of better educa-

tion and further education compared to

the schooling available in their villages

and small towns that are far worse in

terms of quality than urban cities.

However, even after migrating gradu-

ates from these rural schools can barely

compete with graduates of urban cities,

as most of them fail to get the quality

and grades that can entitle them admis-

sion in colleges due to their poor educa-

tional background, especially as only

~6 % of all successful university gradu-

ates originate from the rural areas

accommodating 72 % of the total

Yemeni population.

Yet, in spite of urbanization, modern-

ization and the exploitation of natural

resources in Yemen, primary school

enrollment rates still lag far behind that

of other developing countries; accord-

ing to a recent research undertaken by

The Conference Board, Primary school

enrollment rates for low-income coun-

tries have risen from about 65 % in

1970 to about 94 % in 2001, while it

barely reached 60 % in 2001 in Yemen

in spite of the considerable economic

resources the country has comparing to

other developing countries.

The Conference Board also forecast-

ed that by 2035 the emerging world

may have almost 100 % literacy and

with a significant rise in the number of

knowledgeable college graduates from

developing countries in consistency

with their own cultures and economic

values. However, literacy is no guaran-

tee for creating a knowledge society or

the build up of substantial Human

Capital to drive economic development

in developing countries, as there are

fundamental issues that are currently

ignored by most of the Yemeni popula-

tion, indicated by the tiny numbers of

patents or the citation of research origi-

nating by researchers in the country, as

it is the quality of the Human Capital

that matters not the number of people

who can sign their names.

Therefore, policy makers in Yemen

should give direct attention to the

Development of Human Capital in an

equal manner to the attention given to

economic development especially as

the economy is growing rapidly, as evi-

dence suggests that the level and quali-

ty of education are unjustly distributed

among the people in Yemen, which has

the highest rate of illiteracy in the

Middle East region of 51% (74%

among women) and therefore has

recently launched an initiative for the

Development of Human Capital in a

similar manner to its neighbors in the

Middle East.

The Government of Yemen ought to

play a vital role in the build up of

human capital through education and

training through understanding the

social, political and economics sources

and causes of the severe inequalities

and inefficiencies that continue to

obstruct the accumulation of human

capital in country. To that end, the gov-

ernment has allocated 10 % of its GDP

to Education through three ministerial

strategies, the first was the reform of

primary and secondary education, the

second is the activation of the technical

and mechanical training ministry, and

the third is through the Higher educa-

tion and scientific research, however,

there is no evidence that the role of

these three ministries in the accumula-

tion and creation of human capital

would provide the needed Human

Capital for Yemen’s leap in to the

future, as these obstacles have not been

dealt with seriously enough.

Obstacles to developing
human capital in Yemen
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“Son, wouldn’t you better off be a tax man or a customs
agent or even a military officer?” said Ahmed’s mother as
she beat the fenugreek on the small ball, taking a little of the
slowly rising batter to the tip of the tongue to see if the bit-
terness has come out.  

Ahmed was not pleased with his mother’s suggestion:
“Mom, what you said is as bitter as that fenugreek mix you
got there before you put your magic touch to it.  How can
you suggest to me to be an in occupation that invites corrup-
tion and misuse of authority, when I have told you that my
goal in life is to fight all forms of corruption and abuse of
power.” 

Look Ahmed, your mother has a point there, journalism is
no longer the ‘in thing’ anymore.  Didn’t you hear that even
Uncle Sam now has made it a point to use all the weapons at
his disposal to knock down any journalist who disapproves
of his actions.  Did you know that George W. Bush had a plan
to bomb the Al-Jazeera Satellite TV network in of all places
Doha, Qatar?   Wow! That is what I call really hating some-
one to the marrow of the bones.”  Ahmed’s father was point-
ing to the printout he just made of an article he just took from
the Internet.

“If America feels like that about the Freedom of the Press,
what chances have you got in Yemen, where they will just
follow you as you go home and stab you, bleed your nose,
kick you in the …”  said his Ahmed’s elder brother as he
walked in from school.

Now, son watch your manners, please, you are a member
of a respectable family, where such language is out of the
question”, said the father very sternly.

Shkeeb had a response with a question mark in it?  “Dad,
how would you feel if your friend just got attacked by some
of the weird nightly ghosts that prowl the streets looking for
anyone with a pen in his shirt pocket , thinking that he must
be a journalist coming home from work at this time of night.
They have been taught that anyone coming home so late
must be a journalist sneaking his article in as he is attacking
the Government, Israel or the United States?”

The aspiring journalist was still not shaken by all this:
“Dad! Mom!  How can you expect the world to evolve with-
out freedom for people and a right to protest against tyranny,
despotism and corruption in Government?  Did you know
that the American Revolution was launched by a journalist
named Thomas Paine?  Did you know that journalists, like
Christiane Amanpour of CNN brought down bloodthirsty
tyrants like Melosovitch of Serbia and saved millions of
Bosnian Moslems?  Did you know that it was the muckrak-
ing writers of America that stopped the undue justice of
Corporate America as they squeezed every penny out of a
mindless consumers, who ate everything that the mass pro-
duction outlets of the American military industrial complex
could produce?  When I read about such things I get goose
pimples.”

“Well, son, I can foresee now that those goose pimples of
yours are going to be mighty big sores by the time you get
your first article on print.” The father was not impressed with
his son’s aspiring heroism.

Shkeeb wanted to encourage his brother:  “Go ahead
Ahmed, if you become a journalist I will buy you a suit of
armor and arrange to have a few guys from our club’s
wrestling team walk home with you every time you hit those
buggers with a few biting words to let them know that the
pen is mightier than the sword.”

The father wanted to get in tune with the times:  “Son, it
wouldn’t be a big deal if all he had to worry about were
swords.  Now you got even Stealth Bombers chasing jour-
nalists to even as close as the Al-Jazeera Headquarters is to
the American Central Command.  How can you feel so
secure about your brother with the wrestlers in your club,
who have never won a wrestling match yet?”

“The in thing for governments now a days is to beat up any
journalist that annoys any big official anywhere.  Look at
Ahmed Mansour and the Arabiyah Channel photographers.
Ahmed Mansour was not even in the Iraqi battle zone, but
then Cairo is no peaceful heaven either.  The mother always
know how to add a few pointers to her husband’s lectures.

“Do you know that well over one hundred journalists have
been killed in Iraq alone by ‘friendly fire’.  Now, this only
males me even more furious.  How could the so called bas-
tion of democracy in Washington allow such flagrant perse-
cution of journalists, who have now clearly shown that the
American war effort is no more than the concoctions of crazy
idealists who want to turn the entire world into one global
computer game, while the sponsors who put them in power
eat of the cream of their spoils for selling their goods to keep
US troops happy as they throw their phosphorous ordnances
into the homes of innocent Iraqis, who would now pray to
have the days of the tyrant, Saddam Hussein rather than these
American bullies, who have no mercy on anyone who oppos-
es them or even sleeps just yearning for the quite and secure
days of a benevolent dictator.”  Ahmed wanted to show the
essence of his quest for a journalistic career.

Shkeeb carried on his brother’s long dissertation on the
necessity of muckraking journalists carry on their fight
against the oppressors of the society:  How can  you see a
world not having journalists keep the world population - and
those at home - aware of all the evil that surrounds them
stemming from those who have been entrusted to lead their
citizens to prosperity, peace and security.  

The father took the conversation to the center of the issue:
“Son, I do not want to weaken your sense of enthusiasm
about doing good in this world and I highly praise it.  That is
why we brought you up the way we did. But then, your
mother would never let me sleep as she worries about
whether you got home safely tonight or not, when your head-
lines start to give goose pimples to the very elements that are
supposed to guarantee the right you have to put down any-
thing in print that is for the good of the people”. 

In Yemen and Elsewhere…

Muckraking is
no fun sport
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The fall-out from technology
advances, notably
globalization, is clearly ahead
of us. We need to grapple with
this and the sooner we assess
the issues and decide on what
we need to do, the better
prepared we will be. A main
component of globalization is
liberalization.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf 
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times
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n the world of today, military and violent revolu-
tions have proved to be less effective than the
peaceful ones. Organized community move-
ments create a real difference in systems without
a lot of bloodshed, and sometimes not even a sin-

gle drop. In Georgia, a peaceful coup removed Georgian
President Eduard Shevardnadze from power. After three
weeks of protests over disputed election results, roses
had the final say. 

Less recently is the Islamic movement in Turkey. The
“One Minute of Darkness for Enlightenment” civil
protest in February 1997 was an extraordinary example
of how organized movements could make a difference.
It started with a small group of intellectuals who want-
ed to make a difference. At that time such civil society
movements were unheard of in Turkey and so the
activists who planned for the coup had to opt for other
means. The main idea is about connection and network-
ing. While the groups of activists gathered in small
numbers they stayed connected with each other in order
to synchronize their movement. To throw light on their
movement without causing violence the groups decided
to switch off the lights for one minute all at the same
time. People started to wonder what was going on and
soon the word spread and many more people started
joining the peaceful movement and started switching
their lights off all together in the same time. When the
movement supporters grew in numbers the leaders
decided it was time to be heard, so they invented anoth-
er mechanism. Beating drums all together at one go, all
the houses in Istanbul, Ankara and many other gover-
norates were rocking with the sounds of drum beats.
Soon the government yielded and there was an extend-
ed hand for change, the drum beaters have been heard.

It was not an overnight transition. It took years for a
peaceful movement to make a difference, so is natures
toll. Yet, it is amazing how societies are able to organ-
ize themselves in such a splendid way. In a world of
increasing violence there is immense need for civil tran-
sitions. Some predictions about the future of Yemen are
very scary. What happens if the new regime is not a
popular one? What happens if there is no agreement on
a new regime and the country lands up in civil war,
again?! Unfortunately it requires a lot of education,
planning and organization to have a peaceful transition
in Yemen. But most of all it requires commitment and
dedication. Are the intellectual Yemenis both in the gov-
ernment and civil societies ready for such a turning
point in this country’s life? I am afraid not. It might take
another hundred years for the Yemeni community to
learn how to organize themselves and understand that
perhaps one minute of darkness would lead to eternal
enlightenment.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Editor-in-Chief

One minute of
darkness for

enlightenment
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resently it is not
the task of the
position to be at
the presidential
palace because it is

still occupied by a president.
Its current task is to mobilize
the people and muster the
masses, mobilize the street
and expressing the silent
majority for preparation for
the forthcoming round of
local and presidential elec-
tions. For the coming legislative elec-
tions would be the second round in order
to reduce control of the General People’s
Congress ruling party over the parlia-
ment and consequently continued one
opinion and one party. The goal of the
opposition is to surround the ruling party
and keeping it away from dominating the
parliament so that to be reduced to a
minority party dominated by business-
men and political and financial corrup-
tion. 

Objective of the opposition is to put
Yemen on its natural track and place the
people of Yemen in the heart of history
movement so that the ruling regime fall
as tree leaves fall in Autumn. Who rules
Yemen now is not as significant as how
to transfer power peacefully and leave
polling boxes be the judge and to recog-
nize their results in future. We want to
close down the exception and that a pres-
ident’s tenure should not exceed two

presidential terms what-
soever the reasons were,
away from betting and
balances of local and
international powers.

Can the opposition
and with it civil society
organizations unite their
forces in one front
against the ruling party
so that their votes would
not be dispersed and
consequently the candi-

dates of the ruling party succeed? Those
candidates would normally utilize all
they have of ability of manipulation with
electoral lists and the support of the state
machinery and the media in the coming
local elections. Would the opposition
agree upon one candidate to run the pres-
idential elections against the president in
case he backs down and accepts demands
of leaderships and branches of the GPC
as well as the party’s recommendation
for his candidacy for the coming elec-
tions? 

Unity of the opposition is in the unity
of its political forum and program and
agreement on minimum degree of nation-
al unanimity. Nothing is wrong with prin-
cipled slogans as an ideological
announcement but the challenge is how
to render it into a political program at a
certain historic moment of Yemen’s his-
tory. We reckon and see what happened
and still happening in Egypt, Palestine,

Sudan and Iraq of preparations for sought
after changes. Thus role of the opposition
and message of the national movement
for the new change is to bring closer the
viewpoints to be a focal point for the
national unity and its heart. If that is dif-
ficult to attain at least there should be a
full coordination between list of the uni-
fied opposition and that of the independ-
ents in order not to disperse the opposi-
tion votes. There might be some second-
ary difference between opposition forces
but the major competition between it and
the ruling party is the listening to the
voice of the people. It is the undermining
of the ruling party. The opposition has to
introduce new blood to constitutional
councils: parliament and the Consultancy
council, local councils elections, prepara-
tion for peaceful transfer of power in the
future presidential elections. Such new
blood capable of coping with new
changes and prepared for them. 

The ruling party incapability of gain-
ing sweeping majority is a normal indi-
cator in the process of reforms and
democracy and transfer of power peace-
fully. If the opposition did not attain what
it aspired for, battles are coming and then
the opposition and civil society organiza-
tions would have begun the first correct
steps to inspire convictions with the
Yemeni street and the international
observer when analyzing results of the
forthcoming local elections in April
2006.

By Prof. Dr.

Abdulaziz al-Tarb

Opposition versus changes

BY ALEXANDER MUZYKANTSKY

AA
s Azerbaijan gears up for
parliamentary elections on
November 6, the main
question is whether the
country is about to undergo

its own “color” revolution, along the lines
of those that have overthrown post-Soviet
elites in Georgia, Ukraine, and
Kyrgyzstan in the last two years. Such an
outcome cannot be ruled out, but the
prospects are uncertain at best.

Azerbaijan’s ruling party, Eni
Azerbaijan, faces challenges all around,
despite the support of President Ilham
Aliyev and privileged access to state
resources. At least three opposition par-
ties – Isa Gambar’s “Mussavat,” Ala
Keremela’s “The National Front, and the
Social Democratic Party – have main-
tained support and political influence
since Ilham succeeded his late father,
Heydar Aliyev, in 2003.

Moreover, like Georgia, Ukraine, and
Kyrgyzstan, dynastic politics in
Azerbaijan reflects the dominance of
clans whose members’ success is deter-
mined by proximity to the president.
While such systems may appear stable,
they are inherently fragile, for they are
synonymous with lawlessness, injustice,
and abject poverty for the majority of the
population.

The opposition has already started
preparing the ground for change. The
leaders of the three-party opposition bloc
Azadlyg (Freedom) have declared that
they will regard any electoral outcome
that gives opposition parties less than
70% of the vote as having been falsified,
and that street protests would follow. This
would conform to the pattern seen in
Serbia in 2000, Georgia in 2003, and
Ukraine in 2004.

But can such a scheme work in
Azerbaijan? A “dress rehearsal” failed in
October 2003, when the opposition, inca-
pable of uniting around a single candidate
to challenge Ilham in the presidential
election, declared the results to have been
falsified and called people into the streets.
Only several hundred showed up, and the
police quickly dispersed them, arresting
dozens.

This time, the opposition is united,
having found it far easier to agree on
mutual support for 125 parliamentary
candidates than to settle on a single pres-
idential candidate. But the authorities
may have the upper hand. In Tbilisi, Kiev,
and Bishkek, the leaders of the “color rev-
olutions” had already held lofty positions
in regimes that they now attacked as thor-
oughly corrupt; yet they succeeded in
gaining the population’s trust. That is far
from a foregone conclusion in
Azerbaijan, where the last stint in power
by some of the opposition leaders in
1992-1993 still evokes bitter memories of
a time of war and crisis that few can recall
without horror.

Most importantly, however, the previ-
ous “color revolutions” underscore the
crucial role of world public opinion and
the global mass media that shape it. As in
Georgia, Ukraine, and Kyrgyzstan, the
fate of the regime and the country may
well hang on whether the current govern-
ment is portrayed on the world’s televi-
sion screens as a violator of human rights
that is thwarting the will of the people and
thus rejecting “generally accepted demo-
cratic values.”

Such an image may be less valid in
Azerbaijan. After coming to power in
1993, Heydar Aliyev stopped the war
with Armenia over the Nagorno-
Karabakh enclave, secured Azerbaijan’s
existence as a sovereign state, and, as the
oil-and-gas sector flourished, oversaw the
country’s growing international authority.
The transfer of power from father to son
took place peacefully, and Ilham’s admin-
istration has presided over completion of
the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline – to
the annoyance of Russia and Armenia.

At the same time, high oil prices have
enabled higher social spending and infra-
structure investment. Today, the capital,
Baku, resembles a huge construction site,
with high-rise housing, stores, and roads
being built at a breakneck pace – and
apparently benefiting the broad strata of
the population.

But none of this may ultimately matter
if the West – and the United States, in par-
ticular – decides that Ilham’s regime is
not ensuring its interests and seeks to
manipulate the global media image

accordingly. The West’s main interest is
not Azerbaijan’s oil reserves, which
accounted for just 0.06% of the world’s
total in 2004, but its geopolitical position
at the crossroads of global energy and
transport corridors and as a frontline state
vis-à-vis an increasingly assertive Iran.

So far, it appears as though the West
will back Ilham over the opposition.
Former US Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, the president of the European
Parliamentary Assembly, Rene Van der
Linden, and US Deputy Secretary of State
for global affairs Paula Dopryansky have
all visited Baku recently. As US foreign-
policy doyen Zbigniew Brzezinski put it
in an interview with a German radio sta-
tion, “The majority of Azeris actually
support President Ilham Aliyev.
Therefore, we have a situation that differs
from those that took place in Georgia,
Ukraine, and Kyrgyzstan.”

Nevertheless, the West appears to be
hedging its bets by sustaining contacts
with the opposition. As Brzezinski added,
“Of course, it is important for the political
regime in Azerbaijan to be as stable and
legitimate as possible.” If the West
decides that the government has become
unreliable, television shots of demonstra-
tors’ weekly clashes with the Baku police,
Ilham’s refusal to hold televised debates,
and the confiscation of all orange objects
from stores will come in handy. 

Of course, modern technology alone
cannot bring about a revolution. But
almost all post-Soviet states remain weak,
and therefore vulnerable to domestic tur-
moil. Azerbaijan is no exception, and
Russia, having been burned by its naked
intervention on behalf of the governments
in Georgia and Ukraine, has given every
indication that it intends to sit this one
out. The government appears confident
that high oil prices, administrative
resources, and dominance of the local
media will ensure an election victory.
That may not be enough.

Alexander Muzykantsky is Chairman
of the Department of World Politics,
Moscow State University.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2005.
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Is Azerbaijan next?

Yemeni Community
Association in Manchester

Iam the Vice Chairman of
the Yemeni Community

Association in Manchester,
United Kingdom. I have also
been a regular reader of the
Yemen Times newspaper
since the days of Prof. Dr.
Abdul Aziz Al Saqqaf (May
he rest in Peace).

We established the commu-
nity centre just over a Year
and a half ago, & have devel-
oped a number of activities
for the youth & elderly, we
have also established a school
for the children & elderly &
have just recently received a
further round of funding
(£140,000) from Barton Fare
Share.

We would be interested in
featuring in an interview with
the Yementimes therefore to
increase the awareness of the
YCA in the Manchester area
& we have a lot to tell on the
future development we have
in line for the centre.

I await your kind reply, &
keep up the good work at the
Yemen Times; I remember I
use to look forward to picking
up my paper on the Monday
in Yemen to read the latest
news in English, now hope-
fully we can feature in it.

Ali Mohammed Al-Lijee
alimohammed@email.com

Nadia Mohsin, again

Ihave been following news
about Nadia Muhsen. And I

know that your newspaper is
controlled by kind of power.
So I’m not angry to you. 

I just can’t sleep many
nights now, I’m only thinking
and thinking about her. 

There is nothing to even
talk about - Nadia’s hus-
band can prove Nadia’s words
only by taking her (with chil-
dren!!!!!) to England to vaca-
tion and let her free in there
for 1 month. If she was talking
the truth, she go back to
Yemen. 

Because of this beg big
conflict between West and
East, many people in West
read Quran to can understand
the East. But the result of
reading Quran is understand-
ing Islam - it mean we can see

the ugly way many people use
the Quran in East. By reading
Qhoran, this beautiful Book,
we can see sad facts about
reality. 

I just waned to say for
Yemen government, as I wish
to say to USA government,
and to many governments
around the world, that admit-
ting mistakes is very brave act
and any government which do
it, deserve a lot of respect.
And goverments, which dare
to fix things, deserve great
honour in eyes of whole
world.

Please, please, please, can
you make justice?

Monica Udras
wafaa100000@yahoo.com

Letters to the Editor



Annas weekly, 21
Nov.2005.

Main headlines
- Hamza seeking asylum with

America confuses the official author-
ities

- The government lives emergency
state to prove good will towards
reforms

- Journalists demand identification of
the person attacked Journalist Nabeel
Sobaei

- Ex- vice president announces his
nomination to presidential elections
in Yemen 

- Parliament Speaker accuses minis-
ters of violating parliament regula-
tion

- Quotas system the best means for
women to attain decision-making
positions

Columnist Ali al-Jaraddi writes saying
any opposition adopting regional and
sectarian dimensions is a racist move-
ment devoid of humane characteristic
and attracts doubts of opportunism
regardless of fairness of its demands. The
authority bears the responsibility of
emergence of regional and sectarian
oppositions as a bad reflection of its fil-
ing practices and prioritizing chaos and
discrimination to principles of justice,
equality and equality of opportunities.
Instead of feeding elements of national
integration, the authority tended to sharp
political polarization based on buying
loyalty with money and post and thus
created social cracks and national con-
flict at the level of the one social entity. 

The authority has largely exposed its
defects through evasion from its commit-
ments to effect genuine political, eco-
nomic and judicial reforms. International
reports have been unanimous that the
authority is following a road leading col-
lapse. Thus, some European parties
working as surrogates for America began
to embrace the opposition, especially the
southern, and prepare for what it may
come with their eyes cast on Aden port
and Hadramout oil and presently using
this opposition to blackmail the authority
to offer internal concessions and to carry
out the role of a regional scarecrow. 

The eye-catching thing is that the
southern opposition flourished after fif-
teen years of the unity. It is supposed that
through all those years there should have
been established a social and ideological
integration and building of a social and
economic system allowing rights of
equal citizenship. 

Al-Mithaq week-
ly, organ of the
General People’s
Congress (GPC)
221 Nov.205.

Main headlines
- Deputy Minister of planning and

international cooperation: Loans and
assistance Yemen receives are low
and spent on development sectors

- Expected surprises in the GPC’s 7th

general conference
- Education, health, water and sewage,

priorities of the government in the
third 5-year plan 

- WB praises success of economic
reform in Yemen

- JMP insists on two committees at
each election station

Writer Yahya al-Nouri writes in com-
ment on recent statements of Jane Novak
screened by al-Jazeera satellite channel
lately and talked on the Yemeni
American relations. He says no doubt Ms
Novak was victim of the false informa-
tion that regretfully some have recruited
themselves to supply her with. She has
certainly affirmed ha she has completely
departed from the simplest rules of
impartiality, professionalism and trans-
parency in commenting on the Yemeni
political event. That situation made her to
appear shaken. If that was the cause for
her falling in that situation because of her
little knowledge about the image of
Yemen, the Yemeni foreign minister Dr
AbuBakr al-Qirbi, who participated in
part of the program of al-Jazeera, extend-
ed an invitation to Ms Novak to visit
Yemen and see closely all data, changes
and transformations that Yemen is wit-
nessing. Thus, the Yemeni foreign minis-
ter has offered a correct example to recti-
fy the state of wrong information that
affected the views of Ms Novak. No
doubt, this invitation has had its impres-
sion on observers who found out hat the
invitation represents a strong argument
and limitless confidence in the Yemeni
discussion. Some observers have deemed
that now the ball is in the court of Ms
Novak to prove her credibility as
researcher committed to the profession in
dealing with the Yemeni affair.

Al-Wasat weekly,
23 Nov.2005.

Main headlines
- The president endorses death sen-

tence against the assassin of Jarallah

Omer, leader in the YSP
- JMP draft under formulation
- Supreme committee of Islah party

condemns Qahtan’s threats 
- Kidnapper of the Swiss tourists

hands them over to sheikhs of
Abeidah

- HUNT Oil Company sues the gov-
ernment 

- Oil trade unions threaten of all out
strike

- Secretary-General of the syndicate
resigns, Committee on protection of
journalists asks the president to pub-
licly condemn attacks on journalists

Editor in chief of the newspaper writes
saying whether the president can brush
aside what could be considered a person-
al injury, as he is the father responsible
for the offender in a way aloof from per-
sonal vengeance in favor of the home-
land. These are some of urgent queries
while we are in year when the president
is supposed to be more powerful in toler-
ance and more patient. However, what
Al-Thawra newspaper has lately written
in its editorial does not express that ori-
entation. Its editorial was full of anger
similar to the unjust verdicts passed
against the YSP Thawri newspaper and
its editor in chief and writers. This
excitability state does not create a suit-
able and stable environment for elections
bearing this significance. The president is
no longer addressing his citizens directly.
And such a way does not establish for an
electoral forum because the people have
acquired experience regarding this mat-
ter. The actual and objective action
towards issues from which the people are
suffering is the electoral forum. It should
be realistic, objective and sincere in its
diagnosis of woes of the homeland and
the citizen as well as treating them. 

A l - W a h d a w i
weekly, organ of
the Nasserite
U n i o n i s t
O r g a n i s a t i o n
(NUO), 22
Nov.2005.

Main headlines 
- Yemenis undergo brutal torture at

American and Jordanian intelligence
offices 

- NUO secretariat: What Syria faces is
political blackmail to deal a blow to
its geopolitical role

- Islah holds the authority responsible
for what could happen to its political
office chairman 

Columnist Ali al-Saqqaf says in his
article it seems that the United States of
America has not understood well the

Iraqi lesson. America has suggested to its
soldiers they are going into a short picnic
in Iraq and would then return to safe to
their mothers and wives. What happened,
however, was the opposite. The
American administration has driven tens
of thousands of its soldiers into hellish
inferno. 

These days America is still prevari-
cates, as if the Iraqi lesson was not
enough for it. Nowadays it is harassing
Syria and tries under various pretexts to
repeat the experiment in Iraq, though in a
different way. 

In doing so, and under foment from
some Arab reactionary regimes, America
like someone who tries to get involved in
another quagmire. Maybe arrogance has
blinded America’s insight and made it
imagine it could formulate what it has
described as the greater Middle East in
line with its schemes. It is doing so with-
out paying attention to its failure in Iraq,
which is an indicator to failure of its poli-
cies and collapse of its ambitions in dom-
inating the universe. 

Al-Shoura weekly,
organ of the
Union of People’s
Forces of Yemen,
23 Nov.2005.

Main headlines
- The parliament embodies influence

sharing 
- Politicians deem it a step for normal-

ization with the Zionists,  Warnings
against the parliament participation
in Ramallah conference

- Birdflu heats up government-parlia-
ment argument  

- After two-year halt, kidnapping phe-
nomenon re-emerges as a lead in
local events.

Al-Shoura newspaper political editor
discusses in his article the recent appoint-
ments of new Yemeni ambassadors say-
ing recently the media reported the
appointment of 14 ambassadors who
have taken oath after acceptance of the
countries they are accredited to. An
appointment of the ambassadors has
come following a group of local and
external events and changes. 

Some of them are related to relations
of our country with world states and that
include acts and behavior of some of our
embassies abroad. An example of that
was the behavior of the Yemeni former
ambassador to Syria who had sought
political asylum in Britain. 

At that time, the Yemeni foreign min-
istry said the ambassador al-Hassani was
suffering from mental disorder. That
statement was also a scandal not less than

his mutiny and joining the outside oppo-
sition. 

Al-Hassani’s scandal was not the first
nor would it be the last.  

The writer mentions here financial and
other scandals practiced by Yemeni
embassies abroad but argued that most of
them do not emerge to the surface. The
writer mentions about behavior of some
Yemeni embassies in dealing with the

Yemeni students studying in those coun-
tries as they are not performing the sim-
plest of their duties toward those stu-
dents. 

The writer says the problem of our
country’s authority is that it makes polit-
ical loyalties and considerations of
spheres of influence as main criteria in
offering persons posts and responsibili-
ties inside the country and abroad.

BY ROBERT J. SHILLER

WW
ho is richer, you or I?
As long as we both
have enough to live
comfortably, it
shouldn’t matter

much. Many of us try not to let it matter.
But sometimes such comparisons gnaw
at us. In an era of globalization, with
rapid economic growth in some areas and
stagnation in others – and with television
and the internet allowing us to see how
others live – these comparisons are an
increasingly important factor in the world
economy.   

The late social psychologist Leon
Festinger argued that interpersonal
comparisons of success, whatever our
moral qualms about them, constitute a
fundamental – and thus irrepressible –
human drive, one that is present in every
society and all social groups. Festinger
argued that for any measure of success,
whether wealth, ability, or merely
personal charm, people tend to be most
concerned about comparisons with others
whom they see regularly and who are at a
similar level of attainment. We tend not
to be bothered by people who are either
vastly more successful or vastly less
successful. We consider them so different
from us that we just don’t care.

Harvard professor Benjamin
Friedman’s important new book The
Moral Consequences of Economic
Growth details what the feelings
generated by these comparisons mean for
social harmony and the success of our
economies.

Friedman argues that comparisons of
wealth are more dangerous to a society if

it appears that the rich are members of a
different race or ethnic group. In that
case, the comparisons become
politicized, contributing to social conflict
and thus tending to reduce economic
success.

For example, South Korea’s
spectacular economic growth in recent
decades owes much, according to
Friedman, to the country’s ethnic
homogeneity, which dampens resentment
of others’ relative progress. By contrast,
economic development in Sri Lanka,
with a standard of living 40 years ago that
was similar to that of Korea, was stymied
by its Tamil minority’s perception that
their opportunities and advancement
were blocked by the Sinhalese majority.
The resulting ethnic violence has left real
per capita income at just one-fifth the
level of Korea today.

The economist Albert Hirschman once
likened a society with recognizably
distinct groups to a multilane highway
where people are unable to change lanes.
If traffic is stalled for hours and no one
else is making progress, we tend to relax
and accept the situation resignedly. If the
traffic then starts moving in another lane,
everyone will greet the change with
elation. Even if we are still stopped, we
sympathize with those getting ahead,
imagining that we, too, will soon be
moving forward. But if the other lane
keeps moving and we do not, our elation
is eventually replaced by annoyance and
anger.

The same is true of economies that are
starting to grow rapidly. People must feel
that their own social group, however they
define it, will eventually benefit.

A key insight in Friedman’s book is the

fundamental importance of two kinds of
comparisons that people make when
judging their own success: comparisons
with their own (or their own family’s)
past experience and comparisons with
others that they see around them. When
economic growth falters and people no
longer see improvement over their past
experience, the first comparison becomes
more important – and comes to be shared
by millions of people.

But when the downturn affects distinct
groups differently, especially when
members of some groups are (rightly or
wrongly) perceived as doing better than
the others, the second comparison gains
significance as well. Consider the
rampant anti-Semitism – some of it
ultimately genocidal – that arose during
the Great Depression of the 1930’s.

Of course, that is the most extreme
example, and Friedman does not show
that a decline in economic growth rates
necessarily leads to social turmoil.
Indeed, many historical episodes of
diminished or even negative growth have
gone by without any unusual social
problems.

Historical forces are complex; they
defy any simple economic theory.
Friedman is right that social comparison
drives human anxieties, if not conflict,
but this is equally true when economies
are growing. In some parts of the world,
rising expectations, if unfulfilled, could
make the kinds of effects that Friedman
describes especially strong.

For example, many people in China
today feel great psychological pressure to
live up to the expectations created by all
the talk about their country’s “economic
miracle” – and the sight of others in their

midst with significant wealth – and they
express anxiety about their own
individual success.

As growth and development in
emerging economies like China
continues, people will increasingly
compare themselves to the richer people
in their countries’ urban centers. These
countries’ successful people will
increasingly compare themselves to
people in other countries who are
perceived as even more successful. 

If Festinger and Friedman are right,
little can be done about this, because such
comparisons are a part of human nature.
But, regardless of whether these
comparisons occur in an economy that is
growing or contracting, the anxiety that
they engender clearly represents a
potential risk of unrest and instability. So
the question is whether anything can be
done to minimize that risk.

Obviously, a measured pace of
economic growth in the developing
world – neither so high that it sets the
stage for later collapse nor so low that it
weakens the public’s sense of solid
progress towards a better life – would
help ensure social and political stability,
thereby fostering further growth. But,
perhaps more importantly, people must
believe that they live in a society that
allows them to change lanes and move
ahead faster when the route is clear.

Robert J. Shiller is Professor of
Economics at Yale University, Director at
Macro Securities Research LLC, and
author of Irrational Exuberance and The
New Financial Order: Risk in the 21st
Century.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2005.

Feeling rich
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Review By Mohammed Khidhr

II
have read  a news report on the
26 September weekly newspaper
issued by the army that an inde-
pendent committee to fight cor-
ruption will be announced soon,

involving a number of prominent per-
sonalities and NGOs interested in the
issue. 

I am afraid that this committee will be
just like other committees which have
done nothing and turned into a part of
the corruption drive as their members
just meet and work but when it comes to
implementation, nothing takes place.
Let's take the tribal revenge committee
set by the president. What is the out-
come of this committee of the Shura
council?  The members met and dis-
cussed the problem and that is it. No
concrete procedures have been taken to
address the problem. 

The Central Organization for Control
and Auditing, an anti-corruption watch-
dog answerable to the president, has
been monitoring government revenues,
spending, procurement and perform-
ance. But, its reports are either not taken
into account or are being used to black-
mail this or that government official.

Corruption is really a very serious
headache that hits all aspects of our life.
It has become an acceptable practice and
a daily routine that people live with.
Taking bribes is a more accepted prac-
tice by from  high ranking government
officials down to ordinary civil servants.
One can not get his work done at any
government institution without bribing
their way through. This practice was
looked as something bad in the past but
now government employees ask for  it
openly.  This takes place  almost every-
where, including the judiciary, in
schools, universities…etc. It has mount-
ed to the extent of   the sell-off of the
country's oil for private benefit.
Government officials go with the belief
their appointment in key  positions is a
kind of reward given to them by the
regime and therefore, they should work
hard to abuse them as much as they can
and get enriched. Some officials or
influential tribal or military guys have
suddenly become businessmen with
huge investments. Their influence and
abuse of power is the source of such
wealth. The roads situation in our cities
is a real demonstration of how corrup-

tion can cripple development. As the
wrong companies owned by influential
tribal people or government officials
are contracted to do infrastructure proj-
ects, the loss is doubled as every now
and then, streets are being repaired at the
expense of the people. 

I feel that corruption is no longer a
domestic problem that matters only to
us as Yemeni citizens. It is rather
becoming a development challenge and
detriment that is inviting the attention of
the donors and international community.
The World Bank is growing fed up  with
such pervasive problem and its officials
said last month  it would reduce by 34
percent its upcoming three-year loan
assistance package to Yemen, starting
July 2006, because of a lack of govern-
ment transparency and good gover-
nance. The UNDP officials criticized
that big chunks of the budget are locat-
ed to security and purchasing of
weapons, neglecting priority areas like
health and education. The US officials
are also aware of the lack of transparen-
cy and said they  rate corruption as their
second-most important issue after coun-
terterrorism.  This chaotic situation and
the absence of accountability and inde-
pendent judiciary  that can enforce law
have scared away  foreign investors to
come to the country, pushing away even
local investors. 

There is concern that corruption will
widen the gap between rich and poor,
deepen disenchantment with the politi-
cal system and cause instability in a
country soaked with weapons.

We are, therefore, coming to the
moment of truth and I think that the
regime should start seriously to stamp
out corruption because it is  the first
obstacle blocking the country’s bid to
pull itself out of an economic crisis.
However, our problems can not be sort-
ed out by such committees. The presi-
dent and other senior officials admit that
there are corrupt officials. Why do not
they prosecute them then?

We need a real commitment and a
strong  political will to start eradicate
this problem. 

The moment corrupt people are held
accountable and prosecuted, we will
believe that there is a serious crackdown
on it. Otherwise, such talk and no action
policy will lead us to catastrophe.

By Mohammed Hatem al-Qadhi

mhalqadhi@hotmail.com
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Crackdown on
corruption needs

commitment
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Arab Air Carriers

Organization is a new

distinctive step:
The Arab Air Carriers

Organization is considered

to be a successful group

which should be moddled. A

number of successful

projects resulted from this

gathering which the Arab air

cargo companies benefited from.

The Arab Air Carriers Organization is

the most successful among the other

Arab associations. It achieved distinctive

successes, most important of which are

the commercial ventures under the Arab

Air Carriers Organization and the Arabic

Project for Comprehensive Booking

(Galileo). This enabled the Arab agencies

in Yemen, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait,

Jordan, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and

Oman, to use this system to book

automatically on international flights.

An agreement was signed between the

Arab Association and Galileo in 1991 to

disseminate this system which was

adopted by some 120 travel agencies in

Yemen. The member companies gained $

90 m. The Organization also established

the second huge project that resulted in

the establishment of commercial

committee for fuel partnership for the

Arab Aviation companies. The air

carriers saved $ 25m each year. This

comes in addition to the new most

important project for Arabic cooperation

“Arabisk”

There are other huge projects for

different committees. Of these is the

technical committee which resulted in

cooperation in technical and

administrative training, and exchange of

experience to decrease costs and

promotion of efficiency. The great

successes of Arab carriers made it one of

the most successful projects.

Appreciation
With the advent of the 38th

anniversary of general assembly

for Arab Cargo Association,

Captain Abdulkhliq Alqadhi

Chairman of Yemenia, Head of

the Arab Air Carriers

Organization, presents his heart

felt gratitude to all heads of local

and international companies who

sponsor the 38th General

Assembly of the Arab Air Carriers

Organization to be held in Sana’a from

Nov 29th to Dec 1, 2005 for their

cooperation for the success of this round.

He added: ‘I also thank the General

Secretariat, Ministry of Tourism and

Culture, Civil Aviation Authority and

Sana’a Airport Administration, for their

part for facilitating this session.”

Arab Air Carriers Organization
Sana’a hosts the General Assembly of

the Arab air Carriers Organization from

29th November to the first of December

this year. This conference will be an

occasion to get information on the key

trends and developments in air carriers

industry. It will also be in line with the

strategy of the Organization in

developing cooperation between the

members, economizing costs, promoting

marketing and developing air policy.

This conference reflects not only the

important issues that would be tackled in

it, but also highlights the historical and

archeological sites, climate of Sana’a

that make it one of the most attractive

tourist cities in the world. The tourists

will see Old Sana’a in which the old

architecture blends with beauty.

There is also Dar- Alhajar which is one

of the most beautiful Arab and

international forts. Visitors will also be

fascinated by Shibam Kokaban, the

master piece that is built on hilltops.

Sana’a will host the Arab Air Carriers

Organization conference. That will no

doubt bewitch both the participants and

the rest of the guests, be they tourists or

formal participants, coming into the

charming world of  Arabia Felix. 

Actual guide for Aviation policy
Sana’a hosts the 38th round of Arab Air

Carriers Organization during Nov 29th -

Dec 1st.

DC-3 joined in 1955- phased out in

1978

A 310 – 100 joined in 1993 – phased

out in 1995

A330 -200 joined in 2004 

Arab Air Carriers Organization

a unique model to be followed
In 1998 Yemenia witnessed very

important events represented by the

appointment of Captain Abdulkhaliq

Alqadhi as a new chairman.

The new young administration strived

since then to achieve continuous

successful steps in implementing

modernization and development

programs, which was incorporated into

the strategy adopted by Yemenia.

Continuous Achievements 
Yemenia carrier fleet is one of its

important achievements. It is equipped

with the most modern planes. Efforts are

still exerted to reach this goal. Among

the most important achievements is the

establishment of the maintenance center,

and its huge hangar.

ParticipantsSana’a hosts the 38th meeting

for Arab Air Carriers Organization

Capt. Abdulkhalek Alkadi
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espite the reservations

of several donor coun-

tries and global organi-

zations in offering

financial grants to

Yemen, the Yemeni government is

appealing to donors with the hope of

receiving more aid and grants to imple-

ment several development projects and

economic reforms in the country.

Yemeni deputy prime minister and

minister of planning and international

cooperation Mr. Ahmed Sofan has

affirmed Yemen’s keenness on cooper-

ation with the World Bank in order to

increase the Bank’s grants and assis-

tance to development projects in the

country. 

In a consultation between the World

Bank and the Yemeni government held

in Sana’a recently, Mr. Sofan discussed

areas of cooperation and measures

taken by the government since 1990.

He described the bank’s regional strat-

egy for assistance as a spring of experi-

ence and there better be a mutual bene-

fit from the technical assistance and

consultations it offers.

Mr. Sofan also illustrated how

Yemen is at present in a viable eco-

nomic situation; he says the rate of eco-

nomic growth amounts to 8-10% and

would continue in its upscale rate in the

five years to come. Sofan also pointed

out the importance of regulating efforts

between the government and the WB to

establish a real partnership and

increase in benefiting from investments

provided by the bank.

On his part, WB’s regional director

has clarified that the strategy of region-

al assistance to support Yemen in the

coming three years includes financial

and technical aspects, pointing out that

Yemen could benefit from the bank’s

non-interest easy loans extending over

forty years with a ten-year grace peri-

od. He said the grants the WB receives

from donor countries every three years

were distributed to countries that

deserve them the most provided that

they are subject to audition every year,

adding that the results of audition

would either increase or decrease assis-

tance to Yemen. He also made it clear

that there are new terms for assistance

and grants offered by the bank to

Yemen as a result.

It is worth mentioning that the World

Bank has reduced its assistance to

Yemen to two third of its previous pro-

grams. Economists in the country

attribute that to government way in

implementing projects already funded

by donor countries and financial cor-

ruption among officials and govern-

ment agencies, which is evident in

auditors’ reports. Opposition parties

claim that Yemen’s crisis is the result of

government failure and political cor-

ruption, the root problem producing

corruption in all government agencies.

New terms for

WB assistance

to Yemen

BY MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF
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emeni poultry markets

have lately seen a big

drop in prices against  red

meat and fish. This hap-

pened following the big

media campaign on the spread of birdflu

virus in some European, Asian and Arab

countries.

Several merchents and businessmen

working in this industry have made it

clear to the Yemen Times that local con-

sumption of poultry has dropped by 40%

during this month. They attributed this

drop to the common fears of the birdflu

disease. Last month the drop in poultry

consumption in Yemen registered only

20%. And while this drop doubled con-

sumption of fish and red meat increased. 

Last week a government environmen-

tal working group from the public

authority of animal wealth  visiting the

Qabita district of Lahj governorate had

warned against eating chicken and bird

meat. The specialists requested the

inhabitants to examin chicken and

migrating birds in the villages and report

any infected birds. The team had taken

samples of infected birds’ lungs, and

blood was to taken to be examined.

Bodyparts of the suspected birds were

burned. However, the real cause behind

the diseased birds was not yet declared

by the team. The samples were dis-

patched to laboratories in Sana’a for

diagnosis as a precautionary measure to

see whether the birds were actually

infected with birdflu or was it another

disease. 

In the district of Al-Hashaa of Dhalie

governorate, locals mentioned that

unidentified disease caused the death of

tens of chicken in some of the neighbor-

ing villages during the past ten days.

They said that this was anpreceded phe-

nomenon and the symptoms were new to

the local people. Apparently the diseased

chicken made loud noises as they

jumped around as if in pain just before

dropping dead. They expressed their con-

cern regarding the delay in discovering

he cause and type of infection, especially

that dogs which have eaten the infected

chicken have died too. In the district of

Ans in Thamar governorate residents of

some villages reported to the agriculture

and health office in the governorate about

the sudden perishing of 50 chickens,

causing panic among the people for fear

they were infected with birdflu. Director

of the health office there said samples of

perished chicken were sent to the central

laboratory in Sana’a to be examined if

the cause was infection of birdflu. He

added that his office on Saturday 19

November had received report on death

of large number of chicken in the district

of Jabal al-Sharq more than the number

reported in Ans district. 

The agriculture and health officials

also received reports on death of chicken

in various numbers in some villages and

districts of other Yemeni governorates,

such as Ibb and Radafan district of Lahj.

No specific cause as to why the chicken

are dying in those areas is given yet.

Locals are begining to wonder if the gov-

ernment was serious at all in handling the

issue. Residents from the district of Bani

al-Harith told Yemen Times they had

seen a number of bags full of perished

chicken in farms nearby the area of

Thahban, asking the concerned parties to

follow up the case to diagnose causes of

their death. 

On the other hand businesspeople

mentioned that reduction of demand for

poultry had led to big drop in the prices

in the Yemeni markets. The average price

of a chicken is presently around 300

riyals whereas it price in Ramadan was

between 400 to 450 riyals. Simultanously

prices of animal meat registered  a

noticeable rise while fish prices regis-

tered a rise by 50%. Concerned officials

at the Ministry of Health confirmed that

the government is continuously taking

precautionary measures expecting an

emergency related to the birdflu. A sub-

stantial quantity of plasma and drugs

dedicated to treating this disease as well

as relevant disgnosis equipment are on

their way to Yemen. 

Latest statistics prior to the drop in

consumption of poultry indicate that this

revenues from industry amounted to 150

millions annually. This includes selling

of local breeded as well as imported

chicken. 

Meanwhile, deputy minister of agri-

culture and irrigation Eng. Abdulmalik

Ahmed al-Arashi, chairman of the opera-

tion room on the follow-up of the birdflu

confirmed that Yemen is free from bird-

flu disease and primary results affirm that

the measures taken in this regard prove to

be of avail. He added that there were

cases of local chicken deaths in a number

of areas caused by the Newcastle disease

and has nothing to do with birdflu dis-

ease. 

The ministry of agriculture says that

confirmation has come as a result of field

teams reports written by specialists at the

public authority of animal wealth entrust-

ed with visiting a number of gover-

norates. Their reports are based on

checking samples they had brought from

all governorates of Yemen. The establish-

ment of an operation room on the birdflu

came as part of the precautionary meas-

ures the ministry of agriculture is taking

to guarantee that Yemen is free from that

epedmic.

Sana’a University

International Tender Announcement
Sana’a University announces an international tender regarding preparation of the studies and engineering design for

The Faculty of Information, and invites interested consultant companies and offices (residing in and outside the

Republic) wishing to participate in this tender to submit their offers, at the following address:

The General Administration for Financial Affairs,

Sana’a University

Wadi Dhahr Road

P.O. Box (1247), Sana’a

Republic of Yemen

Tel: (01-464677)

Tender documents can be obtained upon submitting a written request to the General Secretary, against a non-returned

amount of US$200. Bids should be submitted in 2 envelopes sealed by red wax, original bid + 3 copies and duplicated

(in Arabic and English).

A primary security (bid bond) at 2.5% of total bid value, by payable cheque from a bank recognized in the Republic of

Yemen or a bank guarantee valid for 120 days from the envelopes opening date to be attached with the bid.

The date of opening bid (technical envelopes) shall be at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 13, 2005 in the presence of

the bidders or any party representing them.

A central fish market in Sanaʼa

Poultry prices drop, meat, fish prices rise
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Glimpses of Yemen’s ancient architecture
BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Shapes of old Yemeni towns:

BB
y examining the planning, it
was known that a Yemeni
town or city, had a rectangu-
lar area- shape such as
Mareb. However, some his-

torians thought the shape was square with
round corners such as Shabwa and other
ancient towns as Hareeb, Yaleet, Yaleet-
Al-Oyoom, Saud Kharaba, and Maeen in
Al-Jawf. Usually, each town used to be
surrounded by square or rectangular walls
such as Gharyoon, south of Al-Mash’had
in Hadramout. Yet, towns like Al-Haz had
an oval shape, whereas its height today
ranges from 6 to 8 meters and its fence
has five gates. Similarly, from the ruins of
Qataban in Al-Naqab region situated
northeast of Bayhan, this town was con-
structed in an oval shape. In other cases,
Sokhum town was rounded; Sahreeb-
Shamaal had a round fence with three
gates only; and the ruins of Takhti-
solomon show that it was also rounded.
The latter was built in an area of 2100
square kilometer to the southeast of the
Red Sea. So, the overall geometrical
shapes of cities differed from one city to
another. 

Fundamental features:
Another aspect of the fundamental con-

structional features of the old Yemeni
cities and towns is the fact that some of
them were founded on highlands, such as
Al-Baraber town in Wadi Girdan in the
fifth century B.C. The town covered over
400 square meters area, and had a fence of
three gates with corners of five angles.
Yet, some towns were either of a highly -
elevated bases, or were usually built on
highlands and lofty mountains. In some
cases, they were situated on level areas on
hillsides such as those in al-Jawf region,
ancient Mareb, Bayhan, Kahlan, Sheibn,
and plateaus of Hadramout.  

The castles and fortresses were often
built for defensive purposes, as for exam-
ple one situated in Maifan town of Naqab-
al-Hajjar. This was described by the
explorer R. Royan steade and by other
expeditions to South Arabia since 1889.
In regards their shapes, usually they were
square and of a medium-size range, while
the average height of the wall, that
encompassed the residential complexes,
ranged from 30 to40 feet, with prominent

towers and two entrances on the northern
and southern sides. Between those two
entrances right at the middle was a water
tank with a passage in front of them. 

Al-Haz town represents an archeologi-
cal site with a rectangular shape. On its
northern side, there is an open yard with
closed rounded sides rising two meters
above the level of the street ground. The
main town entrance was a gate in the
middle of the front part. 

According to Phillipy, the Nagran cas-
tle, located at the farthest end south-west
of a long tunnel, was constructed with a
wall of three meters in height, while the
main town entrance was at the northeast-
ern corner facing the town itself.

From the western and northern direc-
tions, the wall ran for 250yards, and the
constructed part of the town was of 250
square yards in area.

Usually, the stones used in the con-
struction were big in size – 3-meters long,
1,4 meters high, and one-meter thick. The
extension of the buildings and area
dimensions of the ancient towns / cities
had exhibited magnificence and might.
For example, Mareb, the Capital of Sheba
kingdom, had an area, according to histo-
rian Glazer, that reached 1740 square
meters, while Tamnu’ was 50 acres only.
Again, within the same description,
Shabwa was measured between 320 to
500 meters (75 acres) as recorded by few
historians, while others mentioned it 50
acres only.

Nevertheless, these are noticeable sizes
when we compare them with ancient
Jerusalem - from 4 to 5 acres only. At that
time, the length of a town’s extension was
not countable, or known, to ancient
Yemenis. Shabwa was extending from the
northeast to the southwest, with a main
entrance on its northwestern direction.
Qarnaw had in view of one historian an
extension from the west to the north direc-
tion when it began to have a curved pas-
sage Same-horam (later known as
Dhafar) had its buildings sprawl in the
west and east directions, while its area
had no specific shape. Moreover, it had a
strong gate as its main entrance along
with a temple.

The buildings of ancient towns/ cities
were not described in details in the histo-
ry records. As it is the case with many
towns, Mareb was encircled by a wall in
the middle of whose four sides was a side-
way entrance. Qirnaw’s wall was 400

meters long and 250 wide, and the city
inside was built 15 meters above the
ground level in order to prevent inunda-
tions. On each of its four sides, stood a
watch tower. As for Mareb, the western
gate measured 2,90 meters wide and 2,4
high. Close to the strong sides of the main
entrance gate ran a passage of 3,85 meters
in length. 

Distinguished design of houses:
So far, we know that ancient Yemen’s

architecture had two types of houses with
square structure. In general, this shaping
can also be defined as the one of a right-
angle position. From the breakthroughs
made until the present day, we can infer
that they consisted of two floors, with the
front-exterior having a wide area. The
upper floor had a number of windows
towards the exterior entrance. Usually, the
first floor was vertically divided by three
internal passages. This vertical separation
of the house’s front area was the deter-
mining factor, while the frontier portion
itself was divided into three horizontal
parts each extending to the front direction
of the main door of the house. Such a con-
struction pattern was found applicable to
one sort of houses. 

Another pattern of re-organized plan
could also be detected in other two-story
houses of a wholly extended square
shapes, whereby both the floors were con-
nected by walls of equal lengths and
widths. The plan design of every house,
similar to the houses built in northern
lands of Arabia, included a basement situ-
ated below the first floor.

The Ottoman Museum in Istanbul is
displaying one inscription of an outer
aspect of an old Yemeni house consisting
of 14 floors, the center of which has pas-
sages going all through the length of that
whole exterior. As from the center of each
equal portion of the whole length, there
were small opening serially going down
in descendant. They constituted one sepa-
rately isolated group of holes based on
five horizontally shaped sections, three of
which were originating from the middle
of that length. These five also keep the
upper floor in one unifying shape through
one common bridge-layer.

At the core of this group, the central
opening contained three other yet smaller
openings, and by which it was extending
in perpendicularly. The lower opening
was higher compared to the rest. It was

occupied by a set of six windows arising
out of the total 14 windows of the whole
house. Those were located in the two
neighboring vents of the house. The other
neighboring venting structure carried the
base structure of the house’s ceiling. The
pattern of the most-upper closing of the
house may remind us of a closely con-
firmed prison room that resembled a
defensive compartment of a tower struc-
ture. From the lower part stretched one
teeth-structured extension, on which were
built the six rooms of the house. There
were right-angle structures rising right to
the extending beams of the siding walls of
the house. Three horned bull heads were
prominent on their sides with horns: the
trinity of ancient Yemen’s faith, one of
which was the moon goddess. They con-
stituted the crown-image of the house
which was considered the symbol figure
of the “God” known in ancient Yemen.
This architecture sheds light on the reli-
giously-followed deity of southern
Arabia.

Architecture has bearings on history:
It is important to note the historical date

of such houses. Similar inscriptions on
such houses were discovered in north
Ethiopia which shows the strength of
political and cultural relationship between
ancient Sheba of Yemen and Eksom

dynasty of Africa. Concerning the idols,
they were rock stele with height ranging
between 15-30 meters, raised either in
straight line or as fronts posing in bending
formations.

Each house had approximately eleven
windows for the ground floor. Upon the
top floor stretched a level area with crown
structure at its endings.

Isolated house resembling towers
appeared as residential units of ancient
Arabs of Yemen in order to defend them-
selves against the frequent tribal raids.
These houses had very thick and folded
walls with single entrances sufficiently
protected from all sides. The upper parts
were erected with hard stones, while cer-
tain parts were augmented by certain
pieces of uranium metals.

Some ruins of these hones are still pres-
ent. In addition to the stony material,
other substances were used in architec-
ture. While the towers, or fortresses, con-
stituted the basics of the dwellings and
were cleverly integrated within the frame-
work of the town’s defensive walls in
order to protect the city during Maeen’s
dynasty, which had its capital Maeen (also
known as Qirnaw). Such structures are
recorded in Maeen’s inscriptions, one of
which was found on a wall not far from its
western gates. It particularly described the
towers. The inscription mentioned the

names of the builder who masterminded
the plan of building towers. They
belonged to the higher groups who were
known as the king’s friends. They con-
structed six building roofs and six towers
which were placed on the wall of Qirnaw.
These erections were meant to be gifts for
their god. Moreover, there are the labels
of the various sections of the construction.
The inscription also provided the meas-
urements for the area built. It also indicat-
ed the source of financing and cost of con-
struction. These were gathered from the
taxes, contributions from the King’s
income, nominal inputs, etc.

Another inscription was also discov-
ered on the eastern wall of the city of
Maeen. It contained data on one tower
structure built by certain group of men
from Habban known to be among the
cronies of Maeen’s king. Its funding was
collected from the duties gathered by the
tribal representatives and customs and
excise revenues imposed on the commer-
cial activities between the traders and for-
eign states like  Egypt, Gazza and
Ethiopia.

A third inscription found on the wall in
the region of Naqb-al-Hajjar. It is said to
have interesting technical information
about the architecture. It elaborated on the
fences and gates of the towers built out of
stones and tree logs.

Yemen has a very unique architecture that has been the subject of much study. This is a view from the Old City of

Sanaʼa: Old houses with a garden in front of them. 
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TT
ens of Chickens have been
found dead in many villages
and provinces in Ibb and
Radfan,  daily (Al-Ayam)
newspaper  reported last.

Wednesday. According to the newspaper
the sudden and odd  perish of the poul-
try create fears and worries to the people
of those regions. They expressed  their
fears of  the existence of  bird flu,  par-
ticularly there are many poultry  farms
in that area, in addition  the  remains of
the chickens  that are widespread  in the
valleys there.

Dr.Mithaq Abdullh Al-Sada , director
of  epidemic monitoring office in Ibb
governorate, confirmed that he had
received many complaints of  poultry
perishing  from the citizens. He  referred
that he visited many regions such as
Mitham, Alsira and Badan and other
regions. He insisted that the results of
the tests, which have been taken from
those regions, revealed that the chickens

died because of " Newcastle disease, and
not  avian  flu disease ".

AL-Sada called for raising the aware-
ness at the farmers and the owners of
poultry farms of the way to deal with the
remains and the wastes of their farms.

The newspaper quoted from citizens
in Radfan that there were dead chickens
in many chickens stores  of the province.
100 to 200 chickens were died accord-
ing to the source. the citizens mentioned
that  some  vehicles    carried hug mount
of hens entered the province. These hens
were sold cheaply  150YR each . 

Meanwhile, many parliamentarians
are still demanding from the govern-
ment answers to the mysterious cases of
deaths of tens of hens in a number of
provinces. The government had said that
those deaths were not related to bird flu,
but did not provide the actual causes
behind  such death.

Yemen, has about 5,000 poultry
farms. The country consumes 70,000
tons of local poultry and imports anoth-
er 80,000 tones annually.

Dead chickens in
Radfan and Ibb
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DD
espite assurances and

reassurances from the

Yemeni government

that there are no cases

of bird flu in Yemen

and that everything is under control,

there is a confession  of other viral

disease called Newcastle  disease

(ND).

ND virus is infective for almost all

avian species, both domestic and wild.

Most susceptible are domestic

chickens, turkeys, pigeons and

parrots. Milder disease is seen in

ducks, geese, pheasant, quails, guinea

fowls and canaries. 

The severity of the clinical signs are

influenced by the strain of virus and

the age, condition, pre-existing

immunity , other intercurrent disease

conditions and the species of the bird.

Incubation period is usually 5–6 days

but may vary from 2–15 days. ND

virus produces four broad clinical

syndromes. 

Viscerotropic velogenic ND:

Characterized by sudden appearance,

rapid spread, marked depression, loss

of appetite, a sharp drop in egg

production, increased respiration,

swollen heads, blue combs, and

frequently a profuse green diarrhea

that leads to dehydration and collapse.

Birds may die within 2 days. Those

that survive the initial phase will often

develop nervous signs such as twisted

necks and muscle twitching. Up to

90% of birds may die.

Neurotropic velogenic ND: Severe

respiratory and nervous signs

predominate, including coughing and

gasping, head tremors, wing and leg

paralysis and twisted necks.

Depression, loss of appetite and a

drop in egg production also occur.

Ten to twenty percent of adults and a

larger proportion of younger birds

may die.

Mesogenic ND: This is  a

respiratory syndrome with coughing

but not gasping. Birds are depressed

and lose weight, and egg quality and

production decrease for up to 3 weeks.

Nervous signs may develop late in the

course of the disease and death rates

are about 10 percent.

Lentogenic ND: This is generally

unnoticed as signs are mild or abscent.

However, mild respiratory signs and

impaired appetite and a drop in egg

production may be noticed. No

nervous signs occur and deaths are

usually negligible.

contacting  with infected or

diseased birds, the disease  usually

spreads.  The virus is excreted in

manure and is expired into the air.

Other sources of infection are

contaminated equipment, carcasses,

water, food and clothing.

The virus is destroyed by direct

sunlight within 30 minutes, but in cool

weather can continue to survive in

manure and contaminated poultry

sheds for many weeks. A minimum

core temperature of 80°C for one

minute destroys the virus in meat

products.

Newcastle disease in Yemen

Swelling and haemorrhage in the reflected lower eyelid

TT
he 2004 report of the
Ministry of Public Health
and Population revealed
that the registered number
of patients suffering from

malaria, diarrhea, tuberculosis, Measles,
wheezing, hepatitis and AIDS reached
227,824. The report recorded the overall
number of cases in all the Yemeni gov-
ernorates, 38220 of which in the capital,
5455 in Sana’a Governorate and 25719
in Aden. 

According to the report, over 20 bil-
lion and 123 million dollars is the value
of drugs imported by the government of
Yemen from around 253 Arab and world
drug companies. Among these compa-
nies, 32 are Egyptian, 31 Indian and 30
German during the year. The report
added that US$ 1,242,622 is the value of
the imported medical equipment. 

These terrible numbers are verified by
visits to public and private hospitals and

clinics, where the health facilities are
crowded with patients on a regular daily
bases irrespective of the lack of proper
recording of cases in rural and remote
areas due to the lack of health care and
health services. 

In addition to the official import of
drugs, there is the phenomenon of drug
trafficking, which the government
acknowledged and warned of its risks,
but it never took any serious measures to
restrict it. 

On the other hand, domestic drug
industry experienced deterioration while
drugs for improving the sexual potency
filled the Yemeni markets with reason-
able prices for the public. 

It is remarkable, the consumption of
drugs in Yemen is very high and it has
become customary to see patients going
out of clinics carrying prescriptions
filled with new names and brands of
drugs.

Report reveals terrible
scores of sufferers in Yemen
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TT
he marine environment

in Hudida is  damaged

badly  because of

spilled oil, solid waste,

refuse, and the sewers,

according to appealed prosecution in

Hudida .

Mr. Isehaq  Mohammed Salah,

director of appealed prosecution,

sent a memo (Yemen Times obtained

a copy), in  the 16th of November to

Dr. Qasam Bria, Director of Hudaida

University, in which he mentioned

that there are many breaches, refuse,

wastes of sewers and chemical staff,

in many regions such as  Rasaisa,

Katib, and Alarag,  cause damage

and contaminate  the marine

environment. Such damages reflect

itself on the marine creatures,

particularly fish which become,

according to the memo, weird taste

and sick.

Mr. Isehaq said to Yemen Times

that he performed an  investigation

process himself after he had finished

a fish meal with his family “ the fish

taste was odd and bad’’ he said. “I

went with a group of experts to some

fishing regions  for investigation and

we found that fish have odd smell”

he added. The fishers pointed to

Rasaisa ,Katib, and Alarag when

they were asked about the regions

where similar  problem be found. “I

felt the situation  is really dangerous

so I sent a memo to Hudida

university to investigate and write a

detailed report” Mr. Isehaq said  

Hudaida University was requested

to investigate the situation, evaluate

the damages and prepare a technical

report to be sent to the involved

authorities

Dr.Qasam stated to Yemen Times

that he ordered the formation of  a

team to investigate the  situation,

however this investigation will take

time.

Dr. Ahmed Hamadi , dean Of

Marine biology   Collage, said that

he can not  give any information

before the investigative team

complete its mission. However, he

insisted that the red sea environment

is considered “the cleanest

environment”

Hudida Marine environment at risk
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Dear Fellow teachers, 

II
f you plan to do some-
thing physical, like build
a wall or dug a ditch,
then computer is not the
machine, but many of

your tasks are concerned with
information processing and to
use another grand term, symbol
manipulation, which is the
essence of computing. 

There is another fear in the
minds of the teachers who want
to use computers for English
language Teaching and learn-
ing; they think that one needs to know
programming if one wants to use a
computer for language teaching. This is
unfounded, because you don’t need to
know how to write a programme to use
a computer; in fact, most computer
users today know nothing about pro-
gramming at all. 

What has extended the use of com-
puters to non-programmers in recent
years is the development of pro-
grammes called applications or appli-
cation programmes. Applications are
like the attachments you get with a
vacuum cleaner. These attachments
allow you to transform the original
machine into tools that perform differ-
ent tasks. Similarly, an application pro-
gramme transforms a computer from a
general-purpose machine into a spe-
cialized tool. For example, if you load
a graphics application in your comput-
er, it becomes a machine for drawing; if
you load a word processing applica-
tion, it becomes a machine for writing
texts. Many application programmes
are available to the teachers of English
in the form of instructional software or
courseware.

The courseware has been designed to
teach particular skills as mentioned in
the earlier letter. There are programmes
which are readymade, which can be
used as they are without any modifica-
tion; programmes in which the teacher
can make modifications using what is

called authoring
language, mainly
for advanced learn-
ers;  programmes
which can be pre-
pared by the
teacher using a
computer lan-
guage, mainly for
those teachers who
are experts in com-
puter languages.

The first type
of software is good
for the beginners,

as it does not involve any manipula-
tion. Once you are familiar with the
courseware, you can use the second
type of software and using an authoring
language makes the exercises more
need-based. Authoring languages allow
you to produce a series of modules or
frames that make up a mini course. The
authoring programme will prompt you
for information such as the number of
frames, the text or questions for each
frame, and a response for each answer
given by the student. Responses might
consist of text, such as ‘Right!’ or the
presentation of a new frame. The
authoring software then takes all the
information you have entered and con-
structs a course for the student to use.
This course will be modeled on the
original programme the student started
with with differences. The advantage of
using an authoring language is that you
don’t have to do any programming and
so produce useful materials in a short
time, but the disadvantage is that you
have to work within a set format. If you
can, there is nothing like producing a
courseware yourself. Alternatively, you
can write your own courseware in col-
laboration with a computer specialist, if
you are keen on your own materials
and if you have the facilities in your
institution. Start using computers for
ELT. Good luck.

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose

PROF. M.N.K.BOSE

mnk_bose@hotmail.com

Professor of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb

A letter to the teachers of English: 99

Use computers
in English classes

Embers of waiting
Farewell O my everything!!
Take care of my mind and soul.
It will be so deep, my suffering.
There will be no light at all.
My boat will be wandering aimlessly
In the ocean of my tears.
On burning embers of waiting,
I will painfully crawl.

The embers keep on burning
Till I have no flesh at all.
Come so soon, please, and bring balm
To my tortured mind and soul.
Not to let embers of waiting
Burn my remains that will fall.

By Mohammed Al-Malahi
P.O. Box 132, Riyadh, 111411

KSA

EducationEducation Presented by Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

HH
ow do we
review a
book?  The
question may
seem a little

intriguing.  Why does one
choose a topic like this to
write on? Here is my rea-
son.  I have been following
the columns written by Dr
M N K Bose with care and
interest.  I envy his tenacity
to be able to write in a sus-
tained manner for close to
eighty weeks.  I have partic-
ularly liked his letters on teaching writing
which appeared recently. Though he has
discussed teaching different types of writ-
ing, he has refrained from discussing
teaching writing of book reviews.  This
piece I thought could come as a supple-
ment (fully aware that it would be a weak
one) to his despatches.

I am writing this with students at the
undergraduate level as my focus.  Almost
all the universities in Yemen have a
course in Advanced Writing Skills at this
level. Topics discussed on this course
restrict themselves to providing practice
in writing paragraphs, letters – both for-
mal and personal, reports including
research reports and summarizing.
Reviewing which is an essential skill is
ignored.  Reviewing has a dual objective.
It motivates the learners to read and at the
same time hones their writing skills.
Hence I consider this a very important
skill.

Writing a review is very much part of
the writing skills at the advanced level.
All writing should necessarily be simple.
The reason for this is also simple.  You
should not strain your reader, or make
demands on him or her.  In modern parl-
ance we call this ‘writing in a reader-
friendly’ manner.  Who can dispute this?
Here I am reminded of what A G Gardiner
says in his essay ‘On Habits’.  He says, if
you are speaking to someone, and if
he/she asks you to repeat what you said
more than three times, (in the course of a
conversation and not in a sequence) it cer-
tainly indicates you are a bad speaker
wanting in manners.  (This is summarized
from memory, and not an actual quota-
tion.) While speaking to others, we need
to observe some etiquette such as – not to
speak too softly or too loudly (either of
which could be a strain on the listener’s
ears), not to speak too rapidly (when the
listener has to be more than attentive to
understand whatever you have been say-
ing), not to use too complex words and
thoughts etc.  Exactly similar principles
can be applied to writing.  When you
write:

Write clearly – so that someone can
read easily;

Avoid a complex word and thought;
Avoid repetition and rigmarole; and
Organize your ideas properly.
These features help a reader to under-

stand you easily.  It is best that all our stu-
dents adhere to these principles in the best

possible way they can.
Now let me get back to

the review.  A review com-
ments on a work of art.
The work of art could be a
piece of writing, a paint-
ing, a dance recital or a
music concert.  The list can
certainly be longer. What
do we do when we look at
a piece of art?

a. We appreciate it
The dictionary defines

the word ‘appreciate’ as
‘to recognize and enjoy good qualities of
something’. This is an essential aspect of
a review and a minimum courtesy the
audience, spectator or a reader can give to
the artist.  So principle number one of a
good review is APPRECIATE the work.
The creator has put in a lot of effort.
Recognize that effort.  Also recognize the
fact that not everyone can do this.

b. Look at it objectively
Objectivity is another essential feature

of a review.  Matthew Arnold, noted crit-
ic, and scholar of the last century observes
in an essay called ‘The Function of
Criticism at the Present Time’ as follows.
A critic should “look at an object as in
itself it really is.” This to me is the hall-
mark of objectivity, and a review should
not be very different.  This again in some
ways shows the respect we have for the
creator or the artist.  An artist, a creator, an
author has his/her personal point of view.
He/she finds a medium to express it.  We
as readers have the right to accept or
reject it, but I am afraid we have no right
to say that something should have been
added or deleted from the work of art.
We neither have the right or propriety to
offer such suggestions. The second princi-
ple is “Be objective.”

c. Highlight strengths without under-
playing weaknesses

It would perhaps be appropriate to
begin a review with a good summary.
This gives a holistic view of the work to a
reader who may not be familiar with the
piece under review.  I would perhaps go to
the extent of saying this is obligatory. As
such an introduction would facilitate
understanding the review better.

Having provided a summary, one
should attempt to list all the strengths of
the work under review (for these could
obviously be more in number – though
there may be exceptions) and also illus-
trate where necessary.  Weaknesses are
part of any creation.  Nobody, other than
God can be perfect and as mortals we are
subject to our trespasses. Therefore, a
reviewer necessarily needs to look at the
work more empathetically   and perhaps
reason out why these weaknesses could
have occurred rather than come down
heavily on them.  I wonder if any doctor-
al thesis has been produced in this world
to date which is 100% error free!!! If the
highest academic document can have

errors why not a piece of creative writing.
Third principle says, be empathetic to the
author and highlight strengths.  Don’t
ignore weaknesses, but don’t overplay
them.

d. A reviewer is an observer – not an
examiner

I would not like to elaborate on this
point for I also belong to that genre of
examiners. (Occupational hazard).
Examiners are a breed who inherit quali-
ties of nitpicking.  Suffice it to say
reviewers belong to a more noble tribe.  In
other words, a reviewer cannot make
demands on the artist and dictate terms.  A
work of art on the other hand can make
demands on the reviewer and can give a
direction to the review.  The relation here
is that of a mother and a child.  A child
would not be a reality unless the mother
exists. Principle number four ‘Reviewer,
do not be an examiner’.

I have tried to elaborate on four points
a reviewer should bear in mind.  Finally a
reviewer should thank the author for hav-
ing been given an opportunity to go
through his/her work. Gandhiji said,
“Welcome a customer in your premises.
He is not an interference in your work, but
he is the cause of it.” How true!

Let me conclude by saying something
about the types of reviews. Reviews can
basically be of three types: 

a. Academic Reviews which belong to
the tribe of teachers, examiners or the
pedagogues. These largely provide a
detailed summary and a couple of com-
ments.  These are often exercises under-
taken to fulfill obligations rather than
written out of commitment. The types of
answers you write in your examinations is
a good example of such reviews.

b. Critical Reviews are largely in the
form of treatises which can change the
course of our thinking.  Sankarbhashyam
is one such example.  Since this is not a

familiar example to you, let me give you
another example.  Dalton the great scien-
tist said “Atoms are indivisible”. But
Rutherford who came later critically
reviewed his theory and said “Atoms are
divisible” This changed the history of
atomic studies and our understanding of
Physics and Chemistry.  Similarly
Skinner’s theories of language learning as
stated in his book Verbal Behaviour was
critically reviewed by Chomsky and
today our understanding of language
learning has changed. These are the most
difficult and cannot be taught in the class-
room.

c. Journalistic Reviews are perhaps the
most popular forms of reviews.  These are
published in newspapers, magazines and
journals and help people to become famil-
iar with the books published recently. In
today’s world the number of books pub-
lished are quite a few, but the number of
books we can read are hopelessly small.
We can become familiar with what is hap-
pening in the publication world by read-
ing journalistic reviews published in
newspapers, journals or even on the net.
This has relevance to all of us, and we
need to learn this in our classrooms.

Writing a review of any type is an aca-
demic exercise.  It demands certain
amount of discipline. It is a useful exer-
cise in comprehension and criticism for
students interested in the art of writing.
(Barrass R 2003) The attempt made here
is to help you, the young learners to culti-
vate good habits of reading and also
reviewing.  Nothing is said about how to
teach the writing of a review here. This
will soon follow.  

Till then, happy reading every one.

Barrass R (2203) Writing at Work
London, Routledge

Dr S Mohanraj

Faculty of Education

Taiz University, Taiz

Dear Dr. Sahu,
I highly appreciate your efforts, pub-

lished in Yemen Times entitled
“Improve your English”. As an ambi-
tious Iraqi teacher whose concern is to
improve my English, I've read many
issues during my stay there . I ask you
for the latest issues of the paper
embodying the said page, since it is
impossible for me to get the said paper

here. Thanks to you
Your sincerely 

Fadel Athab
al_jubory2006@yahoo.com

Iraq
Dear Mr. Athab,
Thanks for your views. The

Education page is available on the
internet at  Yemen Times website
(www.yementimes.com). Please keep
following up the page as before.

Dr. Sahu

Readersʼ Forum

FOR YEMEN TIMES

TT
he open defense of the MA

dissertation prepared by

Fadi Abdulhalim Ahmed

Al-Rasheed was held at the

University of Applied and

Social Science, Sana’a, on 12 October

2005. Mr. Fadi’s dissertation titled “Love

and Gloom in Emily Bronte’s Wuthering

Heights” was prepared under the super-

vision of Dr. Ramakanta Sahu, and was

examined by Dr. Syed Mohammed

Khurshid Anwar and Dr. Mahmoud

Akhtar of The University of Science and

Technology, Sana’a. Mr. Fadi, in his

scholarly presentation ably defended his

dissertation and gave an excellent critical

analysis of Emily Bronte’s novels and

successfully situated Wuthering Heights

in its proper perspective. He stood his

ground and answered a barrage of ques-

tions both from the examiners and from

the informed members of the audience,

which reflected his critical acumen,

depth of insight and range of familiarity

with the galaxy of 19th century novelist

in general and Emily Bronte in particu-

lar. Results were announced by Dr.

Ra’ad Alwaaly, Dean of Higher Studies.

Mr. Fadi was warmly felicitated for

being awarded a well-deserved overall

‘Excellent’grade by the considered opin-

ion of the examiners. The function which

was well-attended included luminaries

such as His Excellency Mr. Khalid Al-

Sakh, Palestinian Ambassador in the

Republic of Yemen; Mr. Saadi Al-

Mahrooq, Chief Accounts Manager; Mr.

Amad Qazaz, Third

Secretary in Palestinian

Embassy; Mr. Yusar

Radwan, Manager of

British Institute for

Language and Computer,

Sana’a, as well as Dr.

Raad Alwaaly, Dean,

Higher Studies.

The function ended

with a warm vote of

thanks to the learned

examiners.

CAMPUS VIGNETTE

Open defense of MA dissertation at
University of Applied and Social Sciences, Sana’a

Mr. Fadi defending his dissertation.

Dr. Raʼad announcing the results. A section of the audience.

A note to our readers
Beginning this issue ʻELT Panoramaʼ will appear every alternate week. ELT

Panorama segment of Education Page will feature the following: Tips for

Teachers, Essays/Articles, Youth Forum, Readers Forum, A letter to the

Teachers of English, Campus Vignette, Poetry Corner, and WonderWord.

ʻImprove Your Englishʼ segment will continue to have the regular features as

usual. We sincerely hope, our readers would find the modified format

interesting and useful. —Dr. Sahu

The art of reviewing
a book: Some useful tips



CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISEMENTS 

PAGE



COMPILED BY:

YASSER AL-MAYASI

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

ESHRAQ AL-BODIGI

FOR YEMEN TIMES

SS
anaʼa lies in the mid of

the western

mountainous chain

which stretches from

the far north of Yemen

to the south. It is surrounded by a

number of governorates: Amran

to the north, Dhamar to the south,

Al-Jawf and Marib to the east, AL-

Hodeidah to the west and on the

northwestern direction are the

two governorates of Hajjah and

Mahweet.

The Relief of Sanaʼa varies

between basins,and Wadis

(valleys) involving green

amphitheatric mountainous

terraces and fertile lands. Within

its mountain chain, it is the

highest mountain summit of

Arabia. Sanaʼa is famous for

producing all kind of grains, the

best quality of grapes, and

Yemeni coffee. Most of its

population are engaged in

agriculture and cattle rising.  

Sanaʼa governorate is

distinguished by its daily and

weakly public markets that  are

held in many cities and areas.

There is some thing that might be

interesting in these old markets

besides the interesting of sale

and buying and the written

agreements that had been done

between the tribes called

(Marakeem). These agreements

deem as a control system which

organize every thing to held

these markets in its right time.  

There are some historical and

archeological sites in Sanaʼa
province that have a wide fame.

•  Ghaiman: 

Ghaiman is an archeological

village on the southwest

direction of the capital, and is

situated some twenty kilometers

of a distance. Its name was

mentioned in many ancient

Yemeni inscriptions. While its

ruins that are still visible witness

the civilized standard that

villages had achieved before

Islam. Some tombs of ancient

Yemeni kings can be seen there

such as the tomb of the famous

Hamearat King Abo-Kareeb

Assad.  

In addition, there are old and

huge-sized water reservoirs being

constructed through engraving

the mountainous rocks, thereby

taking part of the internal size-

structures of these mountains

found in the region. In the past

time, rain waters were kept by

these reservoirs, and away from

the heat of sunrays so as not to

be evaporated.

• Dhi Marmar Fort : 

It lies 27 km to the northeast of

Sanaʼa, in Shibam Sakheem,

which is known nowadays as

Shibam Gharas . Along with

Shibam, this castle was among

the important commercial centers

that controlled the “traffic” of

commercial caravans. 

Some of the discoveries in this

area resulted in the presence of

ancient mummies that were found

inside rocky-built burials. 

The results of such discoveries

stated that ancient people of

Yemen practiced the art of

mummification, which had been

undertaken in procedures

different than the one practiced by

the ancient pharaohs of Egypt.

• Al-Hajara Village:

Al-Hajara is one village of

Haraiz zone; few kilometers to the

west of Manakha. It is not far from

the historical Masar fort, which

forms the first line of defense for

the village from the west side. 

This fort is the very same fort

where Ali Mohammed Al-Sulayhi

emerged as the founder of the

Sulayhide Dynasty (1047-1138

AD.). The Ottomans stationed

their guns here to protect the

delivery of military supplies

between Sanaʼa and the Red

Sea.

The clear-cut features of AL-

Hajara village that its high-rise

stone houses are some eight

stories high and some were

estimated hundreds of years old,

overlooking very steep valleys

with beautiful terraces.

•  Kuhlan: 

It is an archaeological area;

lying to the northwest of Sanaʼa,
and is 2400 kilometers high

above sea level. Its history goes

back to pre-Islamic times. 

• Bilad Al -Rous (Turkish bath

centers): 

As a naturally splendid resort,

itʼs situated in Al-Hazz Wadi to

the southern direction of the

capital.

•  Arhab:

It is a famous area in Sanaʼa
governorate, is situated 20

kilometers to the northeast

direction of Sanaʼa. AL-Heifha is
the center of the Arhab while

Dayban and Baet-Maran

Mountains, which are

approximately 2600 meters high,

consider as famous mountains in

that region. 

Arhab is considered as one of

the greatest tribes in Yemen

which had a great history in the

Pre-Islamic age or even in the

Islamic age. The zone is very rich

with its archeological sites that

some of it had mentioned in some

engraves such as ancient Mader

city, Hazm village, Matarha fort,

and Beat-Obedha.
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