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While demanding political and economic reforms

Yemeni opposition

SANA’A, Dec. 21 — Representatives U
of the opposition Joint Meeting Parties (2 5 L L
fiercely defended yesterday their \ 5 &u \ (;J f \ y 3/ Y

reform program initiative proposed a
few weeks ago, and called upon the rul-
ing party to apply their recommenda-
tions.

In a symposium organized by the
Yemeni Center for Strategic Studies in
Sanaa, opposition leaders said the pro-
gram was a national initiative aimed at
removing the hurdles facing the democ-
ratization process in Yemen.

In a speech at the event, Dr.
Mohamed Al-Mutwakkil, a prominent
official in the opposition Popular
Unionist Forces party, said the opposi-
tion has the right to propose reform ini-
tiatives that are not new to Yemen.
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He reviewed the course of reform in  Three opposition leaders defending their reform project. .

the country since the beginning of the

20th century and affirmed that reform
has always existed and was even called
for during the era of Imam Yahia
Hameeduddin before the 1962 revolu-
tion.

Al-Mutawakkil said reform calls took
various forms during that era, but they
were all aiming at resisting the tyranni-
cal monarchy that existed at the time.

He then compared that era with today
and defended the opposition’s actions in
proposing serious reform measures. He
then called for their implementation on
the ground.

Dr. Ali Al-Walfi of the Islah Party said
there are dire needs for financial

reforms in Yemen but he emphasized
that without political reform, no eco-
nomic or other type of reform is possi-
ble.

He said economic reform would need
to be carried out so as to fight poverty,
reduce the high rate of unemployment
and to promote social justice. “For real
partnership with the private sector, reli-
able legislative bases and an attractive
investment policy are also necessary.”
he added.

Al-Wafi said priorities also include
the improvement of means to draft the
annual general budget, set up tender
systems and empower the Central Bank

of Yemen. “The establishment of an
independent monetary system and curb-
ing inflation will also have positive
impact,” he claimed.

Another prominent opposition figure,
Mr. Mohamed Al-Sabri, the Head of the
Political Department of the Popular
Nasserite Party slammed the perform-
ance of Yemen’s foreign policy makers.
He noted that Yemen’s diplomacy in
certain areas, including relations with
Gulf countries, has been extremely
weak. “This was reflected in the refusal
of Yemen to join the Gulf Cooperation
Council”, he claimed.

Continued on page 3

Violent dispersal of protestors
triggers conflicting reactions

The disproportionate use of force by police officers against individ-
uals who had gathered outside the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) office in Sana’a last Saturday
had triggered many reactions locally and internationally. The
Somali Refugee Intellectuals Committee (SRICY) in Yemen
denounced the Killing of the five Somali refugees (of which was one
child), while the Yemeni National Organization for Defending
Rights and Freedoms (NORDF) known as ‘HOOD’ had put blame
mainly on UNHCR-Yemen for the causalities. In their turn, the
UNHCR headquarters in Geneva conveyed its deep regret for the
death of and injuries. Explaining that the procession became
increasingly aggressive. A spokes person of Yemen’s UNHCR office
said that the protestors were blocking the office entrance in “a very
violent manner” preventing staff from leaving. Yemeni anti riot
forces decided to intervene to protect UNHCR staff and restore

public order.

By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Dec. 20 — The Yemeni
National Organization for Defending
Rights and Freedoms (NORDF) known
as ‘HOOD’ had put blame mainly on
UNHCR-Yemen for the death of the
five Somali refugee and injury of anoth-
er five during their demonstration last
week. A press statement issued by
HOOD on Monday Dec. 19 mentioned
the UNHCR calling for security forces
to the scene of the Somali sit-in outside
the UNHCR office had indirectly
caused the death of one Somali refugee
and injury of others. Khalid Al-Anisi,
Executive manager of HOOD said his
organization had sent official memoran-
dum to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations and Director of

UNHCR in Geneva requesting an
inquiry into the action of UNHCR-
Yemen which “called for force to be
used against defenseless refugees who
have been peacefully asking for solu-
tions to their problems.”

Mr. Al-Anisi said security forces had
been called in large numbers to arrest
protesters and disperse them by force
from the scene, adding, “What is even
more outrageous is the fact that the use
of force was based on a request by the
UNHCR-Yemen, which is an interna-
tional organization concerned with pro-
tecting the rights of the people.” He said
his organization opened investigations
into the use of force against the refugees
who were demonstrating peacefully at
the time the forces arrived in the scene.

Continued on page 3

Somali refugee women demand the release of their husbands.

Without Salary for three months

Weaving and textile factory employees protest again

By: Hakim Almasmari

Hundreds of angry employees of
the Weaving and Textile Factory hold
a protest early Tuesday 20th of
December. Between 1300- 1600 unor-
ganized protesters walked the streets
of Sana’a starting from Al-Shurta
Street and ending at the Presidential
Palace, shouting and complaining
against the illegal procedures taken
against them by the factory’s adminis-
tration.

The employees demanded the
administration to give them their
salaries, dating back to three months,
and to reopen the factory. Protesters
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called on President Saleh to interfere
and solve this crisis. According to the
protesters, employees of the factory
have not received their salaries for
over three month, which in return
making their financial problems
greater. “Because of their unjust poli-
cies, we were kicked out of our apart-
ments by our landlords. Our families
are on the streets; our children
became sick because we couldn’t give
them medical attention. We blame the
factory’s Chairman, Mohammed
Hayjib, for this crisis”, said an angry
protester. Protesters complained that
the factory closed down after selling
its equipment for unclarified reasons,
which resulted in them losing their
jobs.

‘Save us, save us, and reopen the
factory in order to get our jobs back’
was shown in one of the slogans lifted
by the protesters in the protest.
Mohamed Al-Salami, another angry
protester quoted to the Yemen Times:
“I have been working in this factory
for 30 years and this is how I am treat-
ed after all these year. Now you will

’S TALK ABOUT CARS AGAIN.

only see white hair on my head. I will
not stay quiet under this oppression. I
also blame the Minister of Finance for
this problem,” he added. When asked
about his salary Al-Salami confirmed
that he used to get YR 35,000 as a
monthly salary (which is equivalent
185 US dollars) before the closure of
the factory. When trying to contact the
chairman of Factory, Mr. Mohammed
Hajib, for comments concerning this
issue, his phone could not be reached.
It was not long before the Yemen
Times reporter was asked to leave the
scene by some policemen.

It is worth mentioning that the
employees of the same factory have
protested earlier this month for the
same reasons. Notable among these
are the demonstration on the 11th of
this month in front of the parliament
and the strike took place by the
employees in front of the factory.
While covering the latter, Al-Jazeera
correspondent Ahmed Al-Shalafi and
cameraman Ali Al-Baidhani were
stopped and interrogated by police
without legal justification.
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First national book
fair opened in Aden

The Yemeni Book Authority and the
Book friends’ forum have successfully
collaborated in launching the first
national book fair in Aden, which was
inaugurated on Saturday Dec 17, 2005,
with the participation of many national
publishing houses and featuring over 20
thousand books on politics, economics,
literature and sciences such as
autobiographies, and diaries as well as
poems and novels.

Head of the Book Authority Dr. Faris
al-Saqqaf is one of the main promoters
of the fair and he made sure that the fair
includes the complete publications of

the Book Authority, he also added that
the fair aims to enhance the relationship
between books and readership so that
readers can get books at affordable
prices, which are sold at a discounted
rate of 70% of retail pricing.

The fair is set up at the Aden-based
National Library and will extend until
Dec 25, 2005. Yemen annually
organizes international book fairs in the
capital city of Sana’a. The last one was
in last September, 2005. However, the
most recent book fair in Aden is solely
devoted to display locally published
books.

Japanese support
wastie management
in Yarim

The government of Japan has
decided to extend to Khadija
Charitable Social Association a
grant amounting to US$ 91,850, in
order to help improve the solid waste
management and hygienic
conditions of Yarim, Ibb
Governorate. The grant will be used
to purchase 5 dumping trucks to
support the cleanliness efforts of the
city of Yarim.

Mr. Yuichi Ishii, Ambassador of

Japan to Yemen, signed Sunday the
agreement to this effect in Sana’a
with Ms. Khairiya Mohammed
Ismael, Chairwoman of Khadijia
Charitable Social Association.
During this Japanese fiscal year
(April  2005-March 2006), the
projects funded by the government
of Japan under this scheme has
reached 17 projects amounting in
total to approximately 1.59 million
dollars, including the above project.

Yemen hopeful to
join GCC in 2016

ABU DHABI, Dec. 19—The Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) success-
fully concluded its 26th summit last
Monday, with important initiatives
towards regional political, economic
and social integration among Gulf
States.

With respect to Yemen, the general
director of GCC, Mr. Abdul-
Rahmanal-Atiya pointed out that
Yemen should undertake fundamental
reforms in order to facilitate joining
the council perhaps by 2016. The GCC

have studied Yemen's proposal to join
the council and President Saleh's let-
ters regarding investment options
available in Yemen, which may facili-
tate joining the GCC in the future.
Yemen News Agency (SABA)
pointed that “The council studied pres-
ident Saleh letters to the Gulf leaders
over projects availabilities in Yemen
which could be established in ten years
to reinforce the infrastructure, accord-
ing to the general director of GCC
Abdul-Rahmanal-Atiya.

Germany increases aid for
Yemen’s education sector

SANAA, Dec 21—Germany has
decided to increase its support to
Yemen’s basic education. Negotiations
between both countries in 2005 had
resulted in new German commitments
amounting to 68 million Euro to be
provided in 2005 and 2006.

The German government agreed
with the Yemeni government to contin-
ue the joint Basic Education
Improvement Program (BEIP) and
contribute an additional 5 million Euro
for its implementation.

BEIP is intended to increase access
and quality of basic education with
special emphasis on female education.
The program is targeting construction

and rehabilitation of elementary
schools in the governorates of Ibb,
Abyan, Hajja and Marib.

Basic education is one of the major
focal areas of Germany-Yemen coop-
eration, which also include water sup-
ply, sanitation, and sustainable eco-
nomic development.

Despite some progress in recent
years, the level of basic education in
Yemen remains among the least in the
world.

There is also a huge gap between
Yemeni boys and girls receiving edu-
cation. According to the most recent
statistics, about 50% of Yemeni
women are illiterate.

German experts join SEDF

SANA’A, Dec. 19—The Small
Enterprise Development Fund (SEDF)
has recently hired two German experts,
Ms. Sylvie Hoster - Executive Technical
Manager and Ms. Jutta Suhr-Boehm -
Human Resources Consultant (short
term), to improve its overall perform-
ance in order to become a professional
and sustainable financial institution
applying private sector business princi-
ples.

The first German expert, Ms. Sylvie
Hoster, who works permanently with the
SEDF on a two-year contract, has started
her activities aimed at strengthening the
fund’s different departments, currently
focusing on the  Management
Information System (MIS). Ms. Suhr-
Boehm, on the other hand, focused her
extensive efforts on updating the Human
Resource System (HRS) in the fund.

Both experts paid field visits to the
SEDF’s branches in Taiz, Aden and
Hodeida, to get acquainted with the tasks
and responsibilities of the staff and to
collect data and information related to

Khaled Al-Khalidi,
Chairman, Board of Directors SEDF

their assignments.

As part of its current Human Resource
activities, the SEDF works on updating
the fund’s organizational structure, job
description and internal bylaws. It also
works on developing a special guide on
policies and procedures related to human
resources to make the fund a highly pro-
ductive and professional financial insti-
tution.

Mr. Khaled Al-Khalidi, Chairman of
the Board of Directors of SED, stated
that the fund plays an important role in
providing finance (on loan base) to the
small enterprise sector in Yemen over the
past five years.

“We in SEDF are proud of the
achievements reached by the fund over
the past few years. The small enterprises
occupy the second position in terms of
their contribution to improve the nation-
al economy,” Al-Khalidi said.

For his part, Hisham Al-Hakimi,
Human Resources Manager, pointing out
that SEDF implements the HRS in com-
pliance with international standards and
the fund is due to finish the first phase of
the HRS this month. According to Al-
Hakimi, SEDF has well-qualified staff
who do their best in the sector of small
and medium-size enterprise financing.

It is worth noting that the SEDF con-
tributes to finance a large number of
small enterprises, distributes awareness-
raising brochures and helps in conduct-
ing a number of economic studies.

4 Readers’ Voice\

Yemen Times features
“Readers’ Voice” a popular way
for our readers to interact with
us. This is your opportunity to
have a say on world and local
affairs.

This edition’s question:

The state is almost decaying
out because of corruption. Do
you think that the resolutions
of the seventh conference of
the ruling party will help
fighting corruption?

Yes
No
| don’t know

Last edition’s question:
Do you think the UNHCR office in
Sana'a would respond positively
to demands of Somali refugees
staging a sit-in outside UNHCR
office for more than a month?

No 50%
Yes 36%
I don't no 14%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
\ and have your voice heard )

‘Peace from China’ exhibition launched

The Ministry of Culture and
Tourism and the Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China in Sanaa
have organized an exhibition entitled
“Peace messenger from China”, start-
ed on the 21st of December in the
Cultural House in Sana’a and will
continue until the end of the Year

The exhibition embodies the 600th
anniversary of Zheng He’s global voy-
ages; the exhibition includes some
artistic paints, porcelain utensils that
represent Zheng’s travels and Chinese
culture and civilization.

Zheng He is one of China’s great
maritime explorers, who utilized the
most advanced nautical technology of
his time to lead huge fleets of Chinese
sailing ships on seven major

Zheng He, the Chinese globe-trotter

Chinese Ambassador reviews the Chinese globe-trotter’s exhibition with Yemeni Minister of Culture.

transoceanic expeditions. Guided by
Zheng He’s uncompressing vision,
these expeditions reached as far as the
Red Sea and the east of Africa, estab-
lishing mutually beneficial trade and
diplomatic relations with over thirty
Asian and African countries and
regions.

In each of the countries he visited,
Zheng He engaged in wide-ranging
cultural exchanges in areas religion,
calendar development, architecture,

medicine, navigation, and shipbuild-
ing. These activities promoted friend-
ly Sino-foreign relations, bringing
China into the world community and
embodying the desire of people every-
where for peaceful coexistence.

The great western voyages of Zheng
He were unprecedented in the history
of maritime exploration, both in tradi-
tional China and the entire world.
They represented a great advance in
the evolution of human civilization

and exploration, and were instrumen-
tal in forging new links between China
and the rest of the world. It is hoped
that through this exhibition of Zhen
He’s great accomplishments, people
around the world may come to better
understand the indomitable spirit of
the Chinese people, their determina-
tion to brave the challenges of the nat-
ural world, and the enterprising and
peace-living values that form the
foundation of Chinese culture.

Democracy activists

call on President to step down

SANAA (Agencies), Dec 21 —
Yemeni democracy activists requested
President Ali Abdullah Saleh yesterday
to honor his pledge not to stand in next
year’s presidential vote.

In an appeal memo announced yes-
terday, the activists called on Saleh to
ignore calls from his General People’s
Congress (GPC) party to retract his
position.

Child and band trled for hlghway robbery
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SANA’A, Dec. 18 —The
Specialized Security First Instance
Court continued its second session
December 12. It is trying 20 suspects
on charges of forming an armed band
for high robbery and burglary of
marketplaces and traders’ trucks. The
band, led by a 50-year-old man, car-
ried out their activities in Sana’a.

The court ordered the arrest of
three suspects who still are fugitives.
It also agreed that owners of the
stolen property could submit their
cases.

In the session, headed by Judge
Mohamed Al-Ba’dani, the prosecu-
tion representative accused the sus-
pects of forming an armed band for
robbing marketplaces on March 24,
2005. They stole two cars from a
Sana’a marketplace using force to
resist night guards who tried stop-
ping them. The attackers fired upon
and hit two guards.

The prosecution noted that a trader
bought stolen property from the band
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and it asked for severe punishment
on them. Owners of the stolen prop-
erty demanded compensation and
their property returned.

One suspect requested presenta-
tion before a doctor, because he was
only 14 when arrested three years
ago.
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Another suspect also requested
referral to a doctor saying he lost
some of his teeth while beaten during
interrogation at the criminal investi-
gation bureau. Because this is a seri-
ous security case, after examination,
the West Secretariat Court relegated
it to the penal court.

The message urged Saleh to “push
ahead in strengthening democracy and
demonstrate the peaceful transfer of
power to be recognized as one of the
world’s greatest personalities.”

Saleh had declared publicly in July
2005 that he would not stand in the
presidential election next year. He said
his motives were to encourage other
younger potential candidates to take

charge and to set an example in being
the first-ever Arab leader who steps
down voluntarily, allowing a peaceful
and democratic transfer of power to
take place in his lifetime.

Analysts believe that Saleh had
changed his mind and decided to run
for another 7-year term in office, par-
ticularly after his party insisted on
nominating him to run in the elections

on its behalf.

Saleh requested from his party to
hold an extraordinary conference to
announce its candidate.

A victory in the elections for Saleh,
who has remained in power for 27
years, would give him a total of 35
years, making him as one of the cur-
rent longest serving presidents in the
world.

SANA’A, Dec. 18 —The General
Association of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry this week
submitted a petition to the President,
complaining of the way in which the
Central Bank dealt with the case of
Watani Bank, which declared
bankruptcy.

In its petition, the Association
said what happened to the Yemeni
bank is a pity, but the Central
Bank’s conduct was inappropriate,
imprudent, improvised and
unprofessional. It considered neither
the national nor the international
impact on other Yemeni banks, nor
the influence on the Yemeni
economy and attracting
investments. The Central Bank did

Chamber of Commerce complains
to President of imprudent
behavior by Central Bank

not consider long-term effects on
trust in the banking system when
tackling this affair.

The petition continues, saying the
Central Bank at least should have
done what other international
central banks do in similar cases. It
should have issued an appeasing
statement to reassure depositors,
banks and markets, instead of
leaving this to rumor and
irresponsible bodies who do not
consider the harmful effects of their
announcements. Central Bank
officials could have made an
announcement against private banks
through the press or network sites.
The Central Bank simply could have
issued a press release, as its main

job is to promote banking activity
and encourage saving by creating
confidence, the petition states.

The Association included in its
message to the President:

“The private bank situation does
not arouse concern because they
have a good reputation in keeping
the deposits of customers and
investors. We submit this matter to
you because of its vitality. We
demand that the government take
quick measures to determine their
stance, if they still believe in the
role private banks can play, besides
public ones. The government should
release an announcement that would
calm depositors, investors and
customers of these banks.”
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ADEN, 21 Dec. 2005—Dhikra
Ahmed Ali confirmed to Yemen Times
what some Egyptian media have circu-
lated that she has nominated herself
for presidency leadership position.
According to Dhikra, her decision to
nominate herself for presidency came
from her belief of woman’s right to get
the equal chance of running the elec-
tion.

Dhikra is a 45 years old actress and
broadcaster. She has a master degree in
drama and has worked as a teacher of
drama performance in Aden. She is
now working as a drama supervisor in
the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

It is worth mentioning that Dhikra is
the second woman to nominate herself
for presidency election which will take
place next year in July. Sumia Ali Raja
was the first woman to nominate her-
self for the presidency election.

E

Dhikra Ahmed, presidential nominee.

Tribal
clashes in
Amran

AMRAN, 18 Dec. 2005 - Local
sources reported that more than 4 were
killed and many injured in clashes
between two tribes in Al-Houthi area
(where the tribe of the rebel clerk Bader
Al-Deen Al-Houthi resides) on Sunday
18th December 2005.

The clashes were reported to have been
started on Saturday between Thukera
from Al-Osimat tribe and Al-Samout

form Bani Surim tribe because of an old
revenge case. The case was started when
a tribesman was hanged in Khear area
that belongs to Bani Surem tribe.

The road between Sana’a and Saada
was blocked because of the clashes
between the two tribes. Witnesses said
that security forces are not trying to
resolve the conflict and that the number
of killed people may increase.

A murderer appointed as judge in Rada’a

TAIZ—The Supreme Judiciary
Board had recently appointed
Abdulgawi Mohamed Saeed Al-

Marwani as a judge in Rada’a First
Instance Court.

Reliable sources in Taiz said Al-
Marwani had committed willful mur-
der in a Taiz hospital in March 1999.

He was allegedly working in Yafros
First instance court in Jabal Habashi in
Taiz when he committed his crime six
years ago. He killed Noman Ahmed
Ismail following a quarrel between the
judge’s father and the deceased.

Many newspapers including Al-
Ayam, Al-Jomhoria, Al-Wahdawi, Al-
Quds and Al-Sharq Al-Awsat had tack-
led the case of murder at the time.

Some prominent personalities,
sheikhs and the dignitaries of Shra’ab
then intervened to ensure that Al-
Marwani is not punished.

The Islah party also exerted pres-
sure because the judge apparently was
one of its prominent leaders. The vic-
tim’s family said it accepted blood
money because of fear that the crime
could escalate into a revenge clash
between the relatives of each family.

The family received blood money
four times the actual value to drop the
case and set the killer free.

A Taiz source said the former minis-
ter of justice Ismail Al-Wazeer had re-
appointed the judge to a court in
Shabwa province a year after he com-
mitted his crime.

In the recent judiciary appointments
in December 2004, the murderer was
re-appointed by the Supreme Judiciary
Board to a court in Rada’a.

He is still working in Rada’a,
Albaidha despite being proven to have
killed another citizen.

Dr. Adnan Al-Jifri, Minister of
Justice.

Ministry of health to undertake
comprehensive review

SANA’A, 21 Dec. 2005 - Ministry of
Public Health and Population signed a
statement on Tuesday 20th of
December, in which it confirms its
commitment to intensify its relation-
ship with its national and international
partners in order to increase aid effec-
tiveness and harmonization of donor
inputs. The statement was also signed
by representatives of bilateral and mul-
tilateral development partners in
Yemen, namely the ambassadors and
charge daffier of Netherlands, United
States, United Kingdom, The Federal
Republic of Germany, as well as repre-
sentatives from the World Health
Organization (WHO), UNICEF,
UNFPA, and the World Bank. In addi-
tion to their commitment to develop

mechanisms for more effective dia-
logue and cooperation between the
Ministry of Health and national and
international development partners, the
signatories were also committed to
jointly undertake within the year 2006
a comprehensive health sector review.
This includes a thorough review of
health development priorities, existing
health policies, institutional arrange-
ments, and experiences of development
cooperation in the health sector; which
will lead to preparation of an updated
health sector strategy. According to the
statement, the signatories will work
towards a more formal partnership dec-
laration (such as a code of conduct) for
further alignment and harmonization in
the health sector, with the delivering of

the developmental inputs in a comple-
mentary manner as a long-term goal.

In recent years, policy making in the
health sector was led by the overarch-
ing objectives of the national Health
Sector Reform Strategy of 1998 (to
improve access, equity, quality, effi-
ciency and financial sustainability of
service provision). Efforts were made
to coordinate the reform in the
Ministry of Health with the wider
reform agenda of the Government, like
Civil Service Modernization and
decentralization of  Government
administration. Furthermore, since the
beginning of the health sector reform
in 1998, repeated efforts were made to
coordinate donors support to the health
sector.

Workshop on preservation of wetland in Aden

Aden, 21 Dec. 2005 — The General
Authority for Environment and
Preservation, Aden branch, organized
a workshop in cooperation with
Sustainable Program for Natural
Resources. In the workshop, the
administrative plan of the wet land
preservations in Aden was discussed.
These constitute the Aden lakes,
Caltex and Al-Haswah.

Engineer Abdulrageeb Mohamed
presented a paper on the wet areas in
Socotra and their success in the areas
of Mahmal and Hashasha. A scientific
study was conducted on the natural
medical plants and emigrating birds

that come to Socotra from the neigh-
boring countries. The awareness
among Socotra citizens contributed to
the success of this experience.

Engineer Faisal Alsa’adi also intro-
duced a paper on the wet natural
preservations. It reviewed the impor-
tance of wet areas in Mimlah and
Caltex, pointing out that the total area
of wet areas in Aden is about 1238.962
Hectares, or 3.45 percent of the total
area of Aden. 80 percent of the area is
covered with a vegetation cover,
which is visited by 10, 000 of sea
birds.

The study also mentioned the salt
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basins in Mimlah, which were estab-
lished in 1886. This area is now sub-
jected to pollution because of the oil
station in the area, which will affect
the salt basins that will be polluted by
the poisonous petroleum by-products.

The participants in the workshop
recommended that the local councils
should take decisive measures to save
the wet lands from the offense of the
so called financial investments.

In a related issue, the Yemeni
Society for Sustainable Environment
in cooperation with the Regional
Center for FEradication of Solid
Organism pollution organized a work-
shop. Dr. Ashar Ahmed Saeed, head of
the Society gave a speech in which she
confirmed the importance of the work-
shop, mentioning that Yemen is one of
the first countries to sign the
Stockholm treaty for eradicating solid
organisms’ pollution.

She spoke of the danger of pollu-
tants and hoped that this workshop
will come out with recommendations
confirming the importance of environ-
ment protection. She also hoped that
concerned parties will also cooperate
in eradicating this phenomenon.

Originality verified for Yemeni artifacts

SANA’A, 21 Dec. 2005—The
originality of some 465 archaeologi-
cal pieces is reported to have been
verified, following their return from
international exhibitions in different
capitals around the world, stated
Saba News Agency. The result of the
examination was positive, SNA
added.

The artifacts were on show in dif-
ferent cities in Europe and America
including Paris, Vienna, Munich,
Rome, London, Madrid, Sicily, and
eventually Washington D.C.

A committee was set up to scruti-
nize and verify the originality and the
safety of the pieces upon their arrival
in Yemen. It started its work last

week, opening 76 crates which con-
tained a very rare collection of
Yemeni archaeological finds.

In a statement to Saba News,
Muhannad al-Sayani, the officer in
charge of international exhibitions at
the Antiquities and Museums
Authority, said that the committee
found that the pieces were the ones
sent out on the promotional trip
around the world and that they meet
the pertinent registered data.

These pieces, which started their
journey in 1997, and returned a cou-
ple of weeks ago, represent the cream
of the Yemeni archaeological stock.
They reveal many facts about the his-
tory of ancient Yemen civilizations.

They were selected carefully from
many museums in the country such
as the national museums in Sana’a,
Aden, Dhafar, Dhale’, and the
Military Museum besides other mis-
cellaneous pieces and those dis-
played at international museums.

The collection include differently
sized and shaped antiquities with var-
ied historical significance such as
Yemeni old inscriptions (Musnad)
and bronze statutes depicting Awsan
kings as well as old coins. It is
expected that the collection will be
displayed here in Yemen in the fol-
lowing few days for the public to see
before they are returned to their orig-
inal places at Yemeni museums.

Continued from page 1

Al-Sabri said the government failed
its people in handling its relations with
the sole superpower of the world, the
United States of America.

He also noted the regime’s failure to
achieve the minimum financial per-
formance in handling donors’ money,
costing the country the trust of those
donors.

Al-Sabri said donors were disap-
pointed by Yemen’s failure to develop
foreign resources and investments
despite its significant dependence on
foreign debts and donations. These
weak indicators, according to Al-Sabri,
led to the decision by the World Bank
to reduce its aid to Yemen in 2006 by
34%.

Apart from reforming foreign policy,
the regime’s internal communication
with its own diplomats has been scor-
ing low too, Al-Sabri noted. He gave

Yemeni opposition defends its initiative

the example of the asylum sought in the
UK by former Yemeni ambassador to
Syria Ahmed Abdullah al-Hassani,
who sought asylum in the United
Kingdom.

Al-Sabri condemned the regime for
accusing the opposition of betraying
the country and for suspecting its devo-
tion. “On the other hand, the govern-
ment itself does not see any wrongdo-
ing in pledging to foreign ambassadors
to do fundamental reforms in the coun-
try.” he said.

Defense for the opposition’s draft
came from Dr. Al-Dhahri, a lecturer in
political sciences at Sana’a University
when he described the initiative as “a
precise description of the situation,
supported by evidences and indica-
tions.”

He did however, criticize the lack of
practicalities in the program, which he

thought presented an ideal and utopian
goal for Yemen without counting the
difficulties in reality.

Dr. Al-Dhahiri also criticized the
failure of opposition to lead the Yemeni
people and present itself as a viable
alternative to the regime.

He said opposition parties lacked the
means to solve their own problems and
are not strong enough to fill the shoes
of the ruling party.

He supported this view by noting the
inability of the opposition to mobilize
its forces when subsidies for oil prod-
ucts were lifted in July, causing mas-
sive instantaneous riots, which could
have been organized in a peaceful man-
ner if there had been good opposition.

He advised the opposition to adjust
its position and improve performance
S0 as to play an active role in Yemen’s
future.

Simultaneously, the Somali Refugee
Intellectuals Committee (SRICY) in
Yemen denounced the killing of the
Somali refugees in Sana’a on during
the protest last Saturday 17 December
2005. The press release issued on 18
December 2005 by SRICY stated:
“The Sana’a police used tear gas, water
cannons and live ammunition to dis-
perse the demonstrators, killing poor
and destitute refugees including chil-
dren.

“There was no need for the police to
use violence to break up peaceful
demonstrations, “said Abdulrahman
Al-Marwani the Dean of Dar al-
Salaam Organization, as quoted in the
Somali press release.

On the other hand the UNHCR
expressed its sadness at the way things
turned for both the Somali refugees
and the Yemeni security officers — of
which four were injured during the
clashes.

In the press release issued by the UN
agency it said: “Since the start of the
protest, UNHCR had sought to reach a
peaceful solution through dialogue.
UNHCR staff met several times with
the demonstrators to discuss their
demands. We agreed to meet several of
them, including more assistance for
vulnerable refugees; more Somali-
speaking UNHCR staff; and additional
health care. One of their main
demands, resettlement to third coun-
tries, is only an option for a few vul-
nerable cases and at the discretion of
the resettlement countries themselves -
not UNHCR. Registration and provi-
sion of ID cards is also being
arranged.”

However, despite all UNHCR’s
attempts and advocating for a peaceful
solution, by last weekend the crowd
had become increasingly aggressive
and were blocking the entrance to the
office and was in a very violent manner
preventing staff from leaving. Yemeni
anti riot forces decided to intervene to
protect UNHCR staff and restore pub-
lic order. UNHCR’s Yemen’s office
commented on the security interven-
tion:” The intervention was done in a
professional manner, but turned violent
when the demonstrators started attack-
ing the police with heavy stones. “
In a letter to the Yemen Times — to be
published next week — the UNHCR
Yemen’s office stated that it is ensuring
that the injured receive medical care
and is assisting the family of the
deceased, whose identity and cause of
death until today remain unknown. We
also remain in contact with the demon-
strators to ensure our previous agree-
ments are met.

Background
The Somali refugees in Yemen who

Violent dispersal of protestors
triggers conflicting reactions

are estimated to be more than seventy
thousand had been complaining to the
Yemeni authorities and UNHCR’s
local office of their deteriorating con-
ditions continuously. Since last month,
hundreds of the refugees residing in
Sana’a held a sit-in regularly outside
the UNHCR premises demanding their
rights as refugees. For more than a
month, about 500 refugees, along with
their families, have been expressing
their demands for improving their cur-
rent legal, economic and social living
conditions, as well as, their forsaken
human rights. They complain that they
have been badly treated and still they
have not received their financial allo-
cations. Some of them reported to the
Yemen Times that “with the help of
police officers, some Yemeni nationals
who look like Somalis managed to get
aids from the commissioner for
refugees in Yemen, while real Somali
refugees have not received any aid”.
Following a 12-day continuous sit-in
in front of the UNHCR’s office end of
last month, Somalis refugees had their
names registered in six centers in
Sanaa in an effort by UNHCR and the
Yemeni government to sort their prob-
lems. However, this effort did not seem
enough as the Somali refugees contin-
ued their protesting plight again. Last
Saturday Yemen Times reported that
four Somali refugees and one child
were Kkilled during clashes with
Yemeni security forces who rushed to
break up a sit-in outside the office of
the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
in the capital Sana’a. Five others were
also hurt, one of them died in the hos-
pital. Police detained 25 others. Four
policemen were badly injured while
trying to disperse the refugees. Anti-
riot police also moved in to control
groups of refugees who attacked offi-
cers. Police forces first used water
hoses and sticks to break up the sit-in,
and then they resorted to using arms.
Yemen Times source at the Ministry of
Interior stated that the clashes took
place outside the UNHCR in Sana’a
between Somali refugees assembling
there and security forces that tried to
disperse them at the request of the
UNHCR.

The clashes have taken a serious
trend violating the international stan-
dards for free assembly, association,
and expression the government of
Yemen has ratified. The international
human rights law guarantees the rights
to freedom of peaceful assembly and
association. Article 20 of the Universal
Declaration states, “Everyone has the
right to freedom of peaceful assembly
and association.” Article 21 of the
Civil and Political Covenant secures
the right to peaceful assembly and

Article 22 protects freedom of associa-
tion. Article 11(1) of the European
Convention declares, “Everyone has
the right to freedom of peaceful assem-
bly and to freedom of association with
others .. ..” In addition, Articles 15 and
16 of the American Convention guar-
antee the rights of peaceful assembly
and freedom of association.

In terms of containing a demonstra-
tion; generally, both local and national
authorities have the power to control
demonstrations in the interest of restor-
ing public order.

The United Nations Basic Principles
on the Use of Force and Firearms by
Law Enforcement Officials stress the
need for governments and law enforce-
ment agencies to adopt and implement
rules and regulations on the use of
force and firearms against people by
law enforcement officials. In particu-
lar, the general provisions state that the
use of force and firearms should be a
last resort, and that law enforcement
officials must always:

“exercise restraint...and act in pro-
portion to the seriousness of the
offence...;

* minimize damage and injury, and
respect and preserve human life;

e ensure that assistance and medical
aid are rendered to any injured or
affected persons at the earliest possible
moment’’;

The general provisions also state
that:

“Exceptional circumstances such as
internal political instability or any
other public emergency may not be
invoked to justify any departure from
these basic principles.”

During the 1991 Somali Civil War,
many Somalis fled to neighboring
countries like Yemen. Here, Somalis
live in refugee camps, cities and vil-
lages begging with their children who,
as a result, are uneducated. They sur-
vive by begging, washing cars, shoe
shiners, porters and becoming house-
maids and prostitutes. Their earnings
from these menial jobs pay mostly for
food and house rent. There are approx-
imately 50,000 registered Somali
refugees in Yemen, while officials here
in Yemen estimate the number of
refugees and illegal immigrants to be
around 70.000. According to the
UNHCR, Somalis entering Yemen are
automatically granted refugee status by
the government. At the end of October,
some 79,000 refugees had been regis-
tered with UNHCR in Yemen, more
than 68,000 of whom were from
Somalia. Somalis in Yemen are able to
work and to stay in the country indefi-
nitely. Most Somalis live in urban
areas, with roughly 7,500 staying at the
Kharaz refugee camp in the Lahj gov-
ernorate in the country’s south.
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Report

By: Jane Novak

hmed  Al-Rabei  recently

described the worst case for

Yemen as, “an Afghan scenario

and a civil war that will spread

to the borders of GCC coun-
tries.” Al-Rabei, a columnist for Alsharq
Alwasat, wrote with great affection for the
Yemeni people of his concern for the future
of Yemen. Al-Rabei is not alone in his
assessment of an uncertain future for
Yemen. A variety of international organiza-
tions and reports have highlighted increas-
ingly dysfunctional Yemeni institutions and
governance.

Transparency International has noted
widespread and growing corruption, rank-
ing Yemen near the bottom of the corrup-
tion scale. The qualification assessment
for the US funded Millennium Challenge
Account determined the Yemeni regime
has moved backwards from previous
assessments. In the 2005 round, Yemen
failed all six “ruling justly” indicators. It
failed three of the four indicators of “invest-
ing in people.” As a result, Yemen did not
qualify for substantial US developmental
funding. The World Bank recently cut
Yemen’s funding by 34% due to corruption.
Christiaan Poortman, World Bank Vice
President, noted at a press conference
that the regime’s performance indicators
fell markedly.

Yemen is ranked eight on the Fund for
Peace’s “Failed State Index.” The goal of
the Fund for Peace (FFP) is the prevention
of war, and the Failed State Index analyses
states in terms of the potential for state fail-
ure, whether from implosion, explosion, or
erosion, with the hope of averting violent
crisis. Yemen exhibits many symptoms of a
failing state. In the FFP analysis, Yemen
scored lower (more stable) in terms of
social indicators and was ranked higher on
economic and political indicators. An
analysis of the methodology used by the
Fund for Peace reveals how the Yemeni
state is increasingly distorted by the con-
centration of power.

Uneven Development
One of the two standard economic pre-
dictors of state failure is “uneven develop-

ment,” defined as “group based inequality,
and/or impoverishment.” Yemen scored
high on this criterion.

The 1990 unification of “republican
North Yemen, headed by Ali Abdullah
Saleh since 1978, with the formerly Marxist
South Yemen brought Yemenis together
under one flag. The basis of unification
was power sharing between the two for-
mer states through a democratic multi-
party system held in check by a free press.
Abrief civil war in 1994 was won by the mil-
itary domination of Saleh’s northern forces.
Saleh retained and consolidated his con-
trol of the nation during the next ten years.

Today, discriminatory state policies
threaten the stability of Yemen. Large num-
bers of Southerners have been forced into
early retirement. Biased hiring practices in
the civil services and military have resulted
in widespread unemployment in the former
South Yemen. A large amount of land and
property has been confiscated from rightful
owners. With an unequal application of the
law, little legal redress is available to the
victims. The preponderance of military
bases and checkpoints throughout the
south and monitoring by security forces
give some Southerners a sense of being “a
crushed minority.”

Although many natural resources are
located in the South, a reduced allocation
of public funds leaves the region awash in
poverty. Recent years have seen an
increase in the number of homeless citi-
zens and citizens whose only resort is beg-
ging for sustenance. Those who define the
grievances of the Southern minority in the
public sphere are labeled by the regime as
separatists, traitors, and guilty of treason.
The al-Thoury newspaper, mouthpiece of
the Socialist party representing many
Southerners, has been a repetitive victim
of the regime’s deployment of the legal
system as a tool of repression.

It is worth noting that USAID has report-
ed that half of Yemen’s children nationally
are physically stunted from chronic malnu-
trition. There are at least 35,000 street chil-
dren in Yemen and 326,000 children in the
work force, a phenomenon attributed to
extreme poverty, as is the increase of child
trafficking.

”

Criminalization of the State

One political indicator in the Fund for
Peace’s assessment of the potential failure
of the Yemeni government is the “criminal-
ization and delegitimization of the state,”
defined as massive state corruption and
crimes syndicates associated with the
elite. Often accompanying this phenome-
non, according to the FFP, is resistance to
accountability, transparency and represen-
tation.

Elite run criminal enterprises in Yemen
include wide scale weapons trafficking,
diesel smuggling, drug smuggling, and
human trafficking.

The Central Organization for Controlling
and Audit (COCA) in 2004 documented 68
cases of corruption totaling (YR) billions in
the theft of public funds. The COCA report
documented corruption by government
authorities, the oil and mineral ministry, the
electricity ministry, and the ministry for
local administration. There were no prose-
cutions. For the first half of 2005, COCA
has listed 55 cases, resulting in financial
losses exceeding YR 3 billion, (15 million
US). Corruption in governmental agencies
has previously been reported exceeding 9
million US annually.

In an encouraging turn of events, the
governor of Mahweet, despite strong pres-
sures contrary, decided that eight educa-
tion officials should be charged for the
alleged embezzlement of nine million
riyals. This is one of the first corruption
prosecutions of high government officials
in recent history.

Public funds do not receive a transpar-
ent accounting. While oil revenues account
for 75% of national income, the proceeds
from oil sales are not accounted for pub-
licly. One parliamentarian observed that
the 2006 budget estimates oil revenues
with a sale price of USD 40, while “the
average cost of one barrel is USD 57.” The
central authority requested and received a
budget increase of 43% in December 2005
for the fiscal year. A parliamentarian said
the reason the increase was necessary
was “luxurious cars, high per-diem travel
allowances, financial awards and aid pack-
ages to government officials on the
expense of the public.”
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Deterioration of Public Services

A second political indicator of possible
state collapse is “progressive deterioration
of public services,” in essential areas like
security, health, sanitation, transportation,
and education services. In a typical failing
state, the FFP notes, state mechanisms
“narrow” to function only in areas that
serve the ruling elites (security forces,
presidential staff, central bank, diplomatic
service, customs and collection agencies.)

An analysis of Yemen 2006 budget
shows the regimes priority is neither devel-
opment nor services, but military spending,
an area dominated by Saleh’s relatives. In
the budget for 2006, the electric sector is
allocated YR 27 billion, which constitutes a
decrease of almost 60% from last year’s
budget, although electricity is not yet avail-
able in most rural areas and the urban pop-
ulation faces rolling black outs.

The increase in funds for education in
the 2006 budget barely covers new enroll-
ment. The 2006 budget makes no alloca-
tion for the one million children not in
school or for the upgrading of schools.
(Some schools in reality are tents or
shacks.) First grade enrollment was 56%
in 2003. Yemen has the highest rate of illit-
eracy in the Middle East at 51%, which
includes 74% of women.

Defense and security spending, already
comprising a large portion of public fund-
ing, is increased in the 2006 budget more
than 50% from last year. Military expendi-
tures for 2005 were four times the amount
spent on health care. Yemen is at the bot-
tom of all Arab countries in health spending
and has only 2 medical doctors for every
10,000 Yemeni citizens. In rural areas,
infant mortality is over 8%.

In addition to the deficiency in the basic
services of medical care and education,
the Yemeni public suffers health conse-
quences from the lack of clean water and
sanitation systems. A parliamentary report
noted that 55,000 children die each year
from water related diseases. An
Environmental Protection Agency report
indicated sewage service is available to
half of urban dwellers and 17% of rural
dwellers. In rural areas, where the majority
of the population resides, 75% or more do
not have ready access to clean water.

Terrorizing the Opposition

A third standard political symptom of a
failing state is when state supported secu-
rity forces “terrorize political opponents,
suspected ‘enemies,’ or civilians seen to
be sympathetic to the opposition.” The
Fund for Peace ranks Yemen high on this
criterion as well.

Gulf States News noted in its December
newsletter that the Political Security
Organization, which reports directly to
President Saleh, “has long carried out
direct actions, including the harassment of
journalists and political opponents.” 2005
has seen a marked increase in the number
of attacks on non-governmental journal-
ists, drawing strong protests from numer-
ous journalist and human rights organiza-
tions and some governments. Yemeni jour-
nalists have been kidnapped, stabbed,
beaten, threatened, and hauled into court
in unprecedented numbers. Journalists
report their cell phones have been stolen
and the numbers run in an apparent
attempt to discover their sources.

The population of Yemen’s prison sys-
tem includes children, hostages, regime
critics and their relatives. Some citizens
are imprisoned without charges, or held in
prison for longer than their sentence
requires. Women prisoners are reported to
face degrading treatment. One of the
regime’s retribution tactics is kidnapping
younger siblings of opponents including
human rights workers, journalists, and
minority advocates. Recent regime kidnap-

ping victims range in age from 12 to14.
Several reports indicate that Yemen'’s polit-
ical security prisons use torture techniques
that affect the nervous system of prisoners,
causing paralysis or palsy.

The judiciary, headed by President
Saleh, also acts as a tool of terror. Fuad al-
Shahari wrote in a letter to Amnesty
International, “I never expected that | will
be tortured, witnesses will be threatened
and the documents will be forged.” His
execution, ordered by a commercial court,
was carried out in November. The trial and
death sentence of Yahya al-Dailami is
viewed by much of Yemeni civil society as
politically motivated. Amnesty International
has labeled al-Dailami a prisoner of con-
science and recently appealed to
President Saleh to release him uncondi-
tionally.

Gulf State News has noted the regime’s
use of “some irregular units of former
jihadists” which indicates “a return to
Yemen’s predilection for the use of
Salafyist proxies.” Previously used by
Saleh in the 1994 civil war against
Southern Socialists, who were fatwa-ed
and described as apostates, these irregu-
lar forces have been deployed recently
against a band of Zaidi (Shiite) “rebels” and
against the wider Zaidi civilian population
in the northern Sa’ada region of Yemen.
The al-Shoura newspaper, a prominent
defender of civilians in Saada, has been
prohibited from publishing and a clone
newspaper issues in its place.

A Factionalized Elite

A fourth political predictor of a failed
state is what the FFP calls “the emergence
of a factionalized elite,” or the “fragmenta-
tion of ruling elites and state institutions
along group lines.”

The structure of the elite in Yemen has
President Saleh at its head. Power and
privilege descends through his immediate
family. The leadership of the military and
security forces is in the hands of the close
relatives of President Saleh including his
son, his nephew, and other relatives and
extreme loyalists. Elite designation also
spreads from Saleh through members of
his tribe. (It is equally worthwhile to high-
light that Yemeni tribes are an important
sector of the community, have an inherent
democratic component, and valuable tribal
institutions are modernizing, as noted in
the Yemen Times.) In addition to privilege
flowing down from Saleh through mem-
bers of his family, his tribe, and the military,
Saleh is also head of the ruling party, the
General People Conference, where
patronage is traded for loyalty.
Unsurprisingly, the GPC nominated Saleh
as its presidential candidate, despite his
public pledge to the nation not to run for re-
election in order to permit “young blood”
into the political system.

Saleh loyalists dominate the business
arena in both criminal and legal enterpris-
es and the political arena including the rul-
ing party, the ministries, the parliament, the
diplomatic corps, and the official media.
Some civil society organizations are actu-
ally an extension of the state, although oth-
ers are not. The leadership of some oppo-
sition parties has been co-opted by the
regime either willingly through bribery or
unwillingly though threats, while other
opposition leaders remain steadfast at any
cost in their determination to fulfill their rep-
resentative obligations.

On a positive note, authentic judicial
reforms have been made by Justice
Minister al-Jaifri despite interference from
powerful individuals and systematic under
funding. Some members of Parliament,
including members of the ruling party, have
begun demanding transparency and
accountability from the government, criti-
cizing the 2006 budget before its approval
by Saleh loyalists who dominate the body.

According to the Fund for Peace,
accompanying the emergence of a faction-
alized elite is often “the rise of nationalistic
political rhetoric.” This explains the Yemeni
regime’s predilection for name calling,
insults, fear mongering, and alarmist state-
ments that abound in the state owned
news papers, the nation’s government run
TV station, and President Saleh’s speech-
es. ltis typical behavior displayed by failing
states.

Conclusion
As Mr. al-Rabei wrote of Yemen, “the
reality remains that the worst possible out-

come will be disastrous for everyone.” To
pull Yemen back from the brink of disaster,
“worry is not enough,” al-Rabei writes. The
situation is so grave that he believes
immediate direct action is warranted.
“Persian Gulf countries should adopt a
plan similar to the Marshall Plan with
regards to Yemen,” Mr. al-Rabei suggests.

As the root cause of the Yemeni crisis is
the extreme concentration of executive
power, any economic solution must be pre-
ceded by the decentralization of political
power. “Sanaa needs to realize that no one
can be more Yemeni than the Yemenis
themselves,” al-Rabei notes. And Yemenis
have taken the lead in devising a political
and economic reform program.

The Joint Opposition Meeting Parties-
the Yemeni Islah Party, the Yemeni
Socialist Party, the Nasserite Popular
Unionist Organization, the Arab Socialist
Nationalist Baath Party, the Popular
Forces Union, and the Haq Party- have
drafted a workable reform platform, the
centerpiece of which calls for the nation’s
conversion to a Parliamentary system and
the empowerment of local governing bod-
ies. Seating power in multiple elected and
accountable representatives is a textbook
solution and may be the most expedient
remedy to address the advanced decay of
the Yemeni state. The reform plan goes on
to tackle economic and developmental
issues. The cause for optimism is the con-
sensus of the ideologically diverse opposi-
tion parties to work together for the better-
ment of the nation.

Predictably, the government labeled the
reform plan treasonous. The official gov-
ernment daily, al-Thoura, said those who
devised the strategy were guilty of a con-
spiracy as severe as the separatist con-
spiracy of the 1994 civil war and that they
were terrorizing the population with false-
hoods.

Yemenis for 15 years have had a nation-
al consensus favoring democracy, a multi-
party system, equal rights, and unity.
President Ali Saleh has deployed these
terms as the foundation of the legitimacy of
his regime. As the country trends toward
instability, the popular expectation of grow-
ing self governance and a range of pro-
tected civil liberties has come face to face
with a bewildering descent into authoritari-
anism, chaos, and poverty.

A sense of normalcy has been over-
come by a continuing scramble whereby
the disenfranchised Yemeni society tries to
fill in for the non-existent Yemeni govern-
ment. Throughout Yemen, teachers are
working without pay, women give birth rely-
ing on female neighbors, individuals are
responsible for their own security and
water, and starving people are fed by the
extremely poor. The strong and communi-
ty oriented nature of the Yemeni national
character is the greatest bulwark opposing
anarchy in Yemen.

Yemen may be on the verge of state fail-
ure or it may be on the verge of an authen-
tic, self constructed democracy. One criti-
cal factor is whether a broad public con-
sensus and peaceful political mobilization
can be achieved in the context of elite
domination of the mass media.

Another critical factor is elite reaction
should a widespread consensus for
change emerge. Over 50 people, including
children, died at the hands of security
forces during the nationwide, leaderless
July protests. The regime blamed “sabo-
teurs in military uniforms” for the violence.
Currently the regime is escalating the level
of violence against journalists, who deploy
only intellect and a pen. Amnesty
International has noted the regime’s target-
ing of civilians in the Sa’ada region. The
jails are full of prisoners of conscience and
identity. As Mr. al-Rabei stated, sisterly and
friendly nations have a peaceful and
important role to play in supporting the
development of Yemen.

Another scenario centers on a peaceful
transition of power from the entrenched
elite in the 2006 presidential elections. In
this scenario, an opposition or non-elite
candidate faces extreme disadvantages
including the biased election law and elec-
toral budget. But the momentum of a rap-
idly failing state coupled with rising public
dissatisfaction means that a change is
coming to Yemen, in one form or another.

Jane Novak (jane.novak@gmail.com)
is an American journalist and political
analyst.
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Arab

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - Iraq's
Electoral Commission rejected on
Tuesday a call from the biggest Sunni
Arab bloc to rerun last week's vote in
Baghdad after partial results showed the
ruling Shi'ite Alliance with a big major-
ity in the capital.

"So far there are no objective grounds
to order a rerun in any province,"
Hindawi told Reuters, saying the com-
mission had expected such complaints
after Thursday's parliamentary poll.

He describing the demand for a
repeat vote as "political" and added:
"No one is satisfied with the results but
those who won are less critical than oth-
ers of course."

Adnan al-Dulaimi, leader of a Sunni
Arab umbrella group which ran in
alliance with the Iraqi Islamic Party in
the election under the name Iraqi
Accordance Front, said the results were
fraudulent and the commission should
order a new ballot.

Hindawi said the commission would
study any complaint.

"Their position is rather political," he
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AUS. soldler patrols alongside a tank on a street after a road5|de bomb blast

in central Baghdad, Dec. 20.

said of the Sunni Arab complaints. "If
they have proof of fraud then they
should send a letter to the commission
and we will reply to them. But I'm sure
that they will also be dissatisfied with

REUTERS

our reply."

Hindawi acknowledged there may
have been some violations but said they
were minor and would not affect the
overall results.

Jordan embassy driver abducted in Iraq

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - A
Jordanian driver for his country's
embassy in Baghdad was kidnapped
when he left his home on Tuesday,
Iraqi police and Jordan's state news
agency said.

Gunmen in three cars pulled up at
the Jordanian's home in the south of
the Iraqi capital and seized Mahmoud
Saedat, who was described by
Jordan's Petra news agency as a driver
for the embassy and by police as the
ambassador's personal driver.

Jordanian diplomats in Baghdad
declined comment but Petra said
officials were in contact with the Iraqi
authorities to begin efforts to rescue
the missing employee.

Several Arab diplomats and

embassy  workers have been
kidnapped and killed in recent months
by Islamist militants, hampering
already frosty relations between Iraq's
U.S.-backed Shi'ite-led government
and Sunni-dominated fellow Arab
states.

Egypt's envoy and two Algerian
diplomats were killed in July after
being abducted by al Qaeda in Iraq,
led by Jordanian Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi. The group said last month it
had killed two Moroccan embassy
staff who were also abducted.

Al Qaeda claimed a triple suicide
bomb attack in the Jordanian capital
Amman last month in which it said
Iraqi Islamic militants took part.
Jordan arrested an Iraqi woman it says

was the fourth, unsuccessful bomber
and the wife of one of the three men
who blew themselves up in three
hotels.

The Baghdad embassy of U.S. ally
Jordan has been the target of two car
bomb attacks since the fall of Saddam
Hussein, including one in August
2003 that is seen as marking the start
of a campaign of such attacks that has
continued ever since.

Washington has urged Arab states to
ease the relative diplomatic isolation
of the new Iraqi government. But Arab
governments, dominated by the Sunni
Muslim majority, remain wary of
Iraq's Shi'ite-led administration and its
close ties to both the United States and
non-Arab, Shi'ite Iran.

Gunmen storm city halli
in biblical Bethlehem

BETHLEHEM, West Bank
(Reuters) - Palestinian gunmen briefly
seized Bethlehem city hall, overlook-
ing the Church of the Nativity, on
Tuesday in a jarring interruption to
Christmas preparations in the tradi-
tional birthplace of Jesus.

The incident, five days before
Christmas, was another sign of grow-
ing lawlessness in Palestinian territo-
ries and the turmoil within Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas's Fatah
faction ahead of a January parliamen-
tary election.

About 20 gunmen from Fatah's al-
Agsa Martyrs Brigades fanned out on
rooftops and in the offices of city hall,
firing several shots in the air and forc-
ing workers out. They demanded
money and jobs for about 320 mem-
bers.

Masked gunmen carrying assault
rifles appeared beside the glittering
star set up on the roof ahead of festiv-
ities.

Witnesses said that the gunmen left
after about an hour after Bethlehem's
governor promised to address their
demand for jobs and pay.

"What happened in Bethlehem is
regrettable, especially as it comes at a
time when the city is preparing itself
for Christmas festivities," said
Bethlehem Mayor Victor Batarseh.

The episode revived memories of a
five-week standoff between the Israeli
army and a band of gunmen who took
over the Nativity church in 2002.

Bethlehem has only just begun to
recover from the siege, which turned
the town into a virtual war zone and
badly damaged its tourism industry.

As the drama in Bethlehem unfold-
ed, about a 100 al-Agsa brigades gun-
men took over the local Fatah offices
in the southern Gaza Strip city of Khan
Younis to demand jobs for members.

Abbas's Fatah faction has been split
ahead of a January 25 parliamentary
election in a power struggle between
veteran leaders tainted by corruption
and a young guard seeking a bigger
share of power.

In an ultimatum to Abbas, the Gaza
gunmen said they would prevent for-
eigners from entering Gaza and would
lead a boycott against the election
unless the Palestinian leader found
jobs for militants in the security
forces.

"We will also split from Fatah if our
rights are not achieved," one of the
gunmen said.

Israel’'s Sharon leaves IIIISIlItal after minor stroke

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon left hos-
pital on Tuesday after a minor stroke
and vowed to return to work quickly
to pursue his battle for re-election on
a platform of ending conflict with the
Palestinians.

Smiling and joking with reporters
but looking slightly drawn, Sharon,
77, said: "It appears that you have
missed me."

Sharon's health scare on Sunday
shook Israel and raised questions
over how long the bulky ex-general,
nicknamed "the Bulldozer", could
continue to dominate the political
landscape. Doctors said Sharon
would make a full recovery.

"Now I must quickly get back to
work and move forward," he said in
a pun on the name of his new party
"Kadima", which means "forward"
in Hebrew and was set up by Sharon
after a dramatic break from his ruling
Likud.

Opinion polls showed that the
stroke had not harmed Sharon's
prospects for the general election on
March 28. A Maariv newspaper poll
said Kadima would win 42 seats in
the 120-member parliament, the
largest number predicted so far.

But political analysts say that any
further health problems ahead of the
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Israeli Prime Mlnlster Ariel Sharon address-
es the media upon his release from the hos-
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pital in Jerusalem on Dec. 20.

vote could be more damaging. If
Sharon were to leave the political
stage it would inevitably mean a
major upheaval.

Campaign

Likud, shattered by Sharon's
departure, set in gear its campaign to
recover from third place in opinion
polls after picking ex-premier
Benjamin Netanyahu -- Sharon's
most bitter rival in the party -- as
leader on Monday.

Netanyahu resigned as finance
minister in protest at Sharon's
removal of troops and settlers from
the Gaza Strip this year after 38
years of occupation and rejects pull-
backs from land captured by Israel in

the 1967 war.

Sharon has said he wants to
pursue peace with the
Palestinians, but insists on
keeping major settlement blocs
in the West Bank and Arab East

Jerusalem, land that
{ Palestinians also want for a
state.

Talks on statehood have also
s been ruled out by Israel before
Palestinians disarm militants
under a U.S.-backed peace
plan.

But Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas says such a
move could bring civil war and is
struggling to deal with growing
chaos ahead of January parliamen-
tary elections in which his Fatah
movement is challenged by Islamic
militant group Hamas.

In a sign of the turmoil, Palestinian
gunmen stormed the city hall in
Bethlehem on Tuesday to demand
money and jobs, disrupting prepara-
tions for Christmas in the city of
Jesus's birth.

Armed Palestinian security forces
surrounded the building, overlooking
the Church of the Nativity, where
about 20 gunmen from al-Aqgsa
Martyrs Brigades -- part of Fatah --
were holed up.

Job Vacancies

The Yemen LNG project involves the construction and operation of a gas pipeline, a harbour and a liquid natural
gas processing plant at Balhaf which will export 6.7 million tones of LNG per annum. The company headquarters
are in Sana’a and the project has an anticipated lifespan of over 20 years. Yemen LNG Company is now recruiting
the temporary and permanent staff who will participate in the development and management of the project.

Candidates applying for these posts must be Yemeni Nationals
Technical Instructors - Reference No. 038
Yemen LNG is looking for experienced technical instructors for the implementation of a training program which
will be conducted at YLNG training centre in Sana’a. This program will train and develop young trainees to become
technicians at the company production plant and facilities at Balhaf.

Reporting directly to the Head of Technical Training, Yemen LNG Company is looking to recruit a number
of instructors to participate in training of 200 young Yemeni technicians and operators to work in Balhaf,
Shabwa. Duties will include preparation and delivering of training materials in production, maintenance
and safety as well as monitoring of progress of the trainees using “Job Competency Training Models”. The
incumbents will also be responsible for identifying specific training needs and preparing remedial action plans
and monitoring/supervising “On Job” training activities. The incumbents will prepare and administer weekly
tests; weekly activities report for supervisor review and participate in Training Centre’s weekly meetings

Candidate should hold a Bachelor Degree in engineering and have minimum of 10 years experience in Oil and Gas
Industry in a supervisory level and a minimum of 5 years experience in training or development as instructors. Instructors
must possess good organization skills and good level of initiative and team spirit.

Deadline: Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Recruitment Officer — Reference No.039

Reports to the Head of Recruitment, the job Holder will develop and place job advertisements on the company’s website
and in the Yemeni media, reviews CVs to screen candidates for 1% interview in liaison with line management, conduct
personal interviews and prepare assessment reports of candidates’ attributes and suitability against the requirements of the
job, make short list of recommendations, organizes recruitment assessments including medical tests and interviews for Line
Management, administers spontaneous applications database, review CVs regularly, prepare and send appropriate letters to
candidates, maintain statistics of recruitment activities, prepare weekly status report, quarterly/yearly activity reports.

Candidate should have Degree level education and an HR-relevant additional qualification would be advantageous,
experience with Recruitment and Personnel Management, fluent in English and good report-writing skills. Mature with
strong communication and interpersonal skills and has strong commitment to business ethics principles and recruitment
practices and able to use standard computer software such as MS Office, Visio, Access etc.

Closing Date: 15th January, 2006

Applicants should send their CV in English with a short covering letter explaining why they believe they are
qualified for any the above posts to:
The Human Resources Department
Yemen LNG Company
P.O. Box 15347
Sana’a, Yemen

Candidates may apply by e-mail to: HR@YEMENLNG.COM.YE
Candidates selected for interview will be contacted by Yemen LNG.

WWW.YEMENLNG.COM
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TECHNICIAN TRAINEES

the following positions:

Safer Exploration & Production Operation Company is considering to hire
Technician Trainees. Candidates will be trained for the next tow years to fill

Mechanics, Electricians, Control and Instrument Technicians.
Successful candidates will work on our Central Processing Facility near

Marib with work schedule of 28 days on followed by 28 days off.

Minimum Requirements:

Applicants must have the following requirement:
I- Technical School or Technical Diploma after secondary school with
point average of 80% and above.
2- Completed at last Level “5 of English or equivalent.
3- Maximum age of 22 years old.
4- Candidates should pass the medical Exam to work in Oil & Gas Filed.
5- Candidates should pass the required test of entry.

All candidates must be YEMENI NATIONAL.

address:

P.O. Box : 481
Fax: 1-416898

candidate.

If you meet the above requirements, please send your CV to the following

SAFER EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION OPERATIONS CO.
Attn: Human Resources Dept.

E-mail: safer@y.net.ye
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Deadline to receive CV 15 January 2006.

Please do not phone us. We will call you for interview, 1 you are a successful
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War-hit Congolese flocked
to vote In referendum

KINSHASA (Reuters) - Voters in
Congo’s war-ravaged east have turned
out in huge numbers to vote on a
constitution designed to end years of
war and chaos, UN officials and
diplomats said on Monday, when the
vote officially closed.

The vast country held its first
national democratic vote in over 40
years to decide whether to adopt a
constitution paving the way to
elections next year.

Voting on Sunday appeared
relatively calm but there were several
incidents of violence and intimidation
by opposition supporters, resulting in
low turnout in some areas.

UN officials and diplomats said
turn-out in the east, where most of
Congo’s last five-year-war was fought
and where there are now thousands of
peacekeepers, was particularly high,
averaging around 70 percent.

The United States praised Congo for
holding the referendum despite the
difficulties of organizing a vote over an
area as large as Western Europe, and
pledged political support for the
country’s transition to democracy.

“The Congolese have demonstrated
their desire to elect their leaders and
join the political process by actively
and peacefully participating in the
referendum,” U.S. State Department
spokesman Sean McCormack said in a
statement.

A baby and a woman were killed in
separate stampedes in the east on
Sunday as people eager to cast their
ballots crowded into voting booths,
officials said.

“We’ve seen a very high turnout in
the Kivus (eastern provinces), but
intimidation, support of the opposition
and a lack of transport seems to have
affected a number of areas, particularly
in the Kasais,” a Western diplomat told
Reuters.

Opposition calls for a boycott
coupled with intimidation at some

A Congolese election worker counts votes on a blackboard in Kinshasa Dece. 19.

polling stations in Kinshasa and
strongholds in East and West Kasai
provinces, appeared to have kept
turnout in those areas to around 30
percent, diplomats and UN officials
said.

Step forward

“People in the east were those who
bore the brunt of the war so, no matter
how compromised by corruption and
abuse of power in Kinshasa, they see
the elections as a step forward,”
International Crisis Group senior
analyst Jason Stearns said.

Following decades of dictatorship,
war and chaos, Congolese were asked
to accept a constitution that would

1 |

pave the way for elections in 2006 and
outline how the mineral-rich but
deeply divided former Belgian colony
would be run in the future.

The constitution provides for a
decentralized political system with
provincial administrations responsible
for local decision-making and
controlling 40 percent of public funds.
It also limits the president to two five-
year terms, and requires the president
to nominate a prime minister from the
parliamentary majority.

Extra voting on Monday allowed
everybody a chance to vote.

Election officials were unable to say
how high overall turnout was or give
an indication on the result.

REUTERS

Few results were in by nightfall on
Monday, one official at the electoral
commission  said, adding that
communications problems had not
helped, including problems sending
results by text message on satellite
phones from remote areas.

In spite of the biggest UN
peacekeeping mission with some
17,000 police and troops, thousands of
gunmen roam the hills of the east,
terrorizing civilians, raping, killing and
pillaging.

Around 1,000 people die every day
in the Congo, mostly from war-related
hunger and disease, adding to nearly 4
million estimated to have been killed
since the conflict began in 1998.

New York hit by
mass transit strike

NEW YORK (Reuters) - New York
transit workers walked off the job for
the first time in 25 years on Tuesday,
stranding millions of people who rely
on the bus and subway system each
day.

Last-ditch talks between the
Transport Workers Union and the
state-run Metropolitan Transportation
Authority collapsed shortly before a
12:01 a.m. (0501 GMT) strike dead-
line when the union rejected the
MTA'’s offer and left the bargaining
table.

“Transit workers are tired of being
underappreciated and disrespected,”
TWU chief Roger Toussaint said in
announcing the walkout about three
hours after the deadline.

“The Local 100 has voted over-
whelmingly to extend strike action to
all MTA properties immediately,” he
added, referring to the union that rep-
resents 34,000 transit workers.

The strike shut down the entire
subway and bus system, which car-
ries 7 million daily passengers, and
promised to cause an arduous if not
chaotic morning rush hour.

As dawn approached, police set up
checkpoints as part of a plan to ban
cars carrying fewer than four people
from midtown Manhattan. The city
has contingency plans such as strict
car pool rules to help avoid gridlock.

The walkout violates a state law
prohibiting strikes by public employ-
ees, and union members could face
heavy fines.

“They should all go to jail,” said
Jim Giannella, 53, standing outside a
Times Square station closed off with
red tape. “They should have sat there
and stayed on the job. It’s just going
to make everyone miserable.”

At the height of the holiday season
when shoppers and tourists tend to
fill the city, the strike could cost the
city as much as $400 million a day,
officials have warned.

“This means better conditions,”

said striking bus cleaner Everick
Jacobs, 57, at a depot in Manhattan.
“I feel sorry for the people, but we
have got to stand up for ourselves.”

A “cowardly attempt”

Minutes after the union announced
the walkout, Mayor Michael
Bloomberg denounced the strike as
“illegal and morally reprehensible”
and a “cowardly attempt” by the
union to gain leverage at the bargain-
ing table.

“We cannot give the TWU the sat-
isfaction of causing the havoc they
desperately seek to create,” the mayor
said.

“We cannot let inconveniences, as
massive as they are, stop our econo-
my, shut down our schools or jeop-
ardize public safety.”

Attorneys for the MTA and the city
immediately requested an emergency
court hearing to seek a contempt rul-
ing against the union and ask the
court to impose heavy fines on the
union and its members, Bloomberg
said.

MTA Chairman Peter Kalikow
called the strike “bullying tactics.”

“I guarantee the public that we will
take every necessary step to bring this
illegal act to an end as quickly as pos-
sible,” he told reporters.

The last strike against the transit
system was in 1980 and lasted 11
days.

The union and management have
been battling over wage hikes, health-
care and pension costs and employ-
ees’ retirement age. The union disput-
ed the MTA’s contention that cut-
backs in benefits are necessary, not-
ing the agency has a $1 billion sur-
plus.

MTA spokesman Tom Kelly said
the agency “put a fair offer on the
negotiating table.”

“The MTA remains ready to con-
tinue negotiations,” he said late on
Monday.

N.Korea says to build
light-water nuclear reactors

SEOUL (Reuters) - North Korea said
on Tuesday it plans to build light-water
atomic reactors and develop two other
reactors that can produce large amounts
of fissile material to boost its nuclear
deterrent.

The official KCNA news agency
blamed the U.S. administration of
President George W. Bush for the deci-
sion, made during a hold up in six-party
talks aimed at ending North Korea’s
nuclear weapons programs.

It could complicate an already diffi-
cult diplomatic process further, analysts
said.

Pyongyang had not said before it
planned to build relatively proliferation
resistant light-water reactors (LWRs) but
had threatened to resume work on two
graphite-moderated reactors (GMRs),
which can produce large amounts of
material for atomic bombs, a South
Korean Foreign Ministry official said.

“There have never been any plans for
North Korea to build LWRs on their
own,” the official said.

KCNA repeated the North’s demand
for compensation for an international
consortium’s decision to pull the plug on
a long-stalled deal to provide it with two
light-water reactors in exchange for it
freezing its nuclear weapons programs.

The countries in the consortium —
known as the Korean Peninsula Energy
Development Organization, or KEDO
— said the project was shut down
because the North had cheated on the
original 1994 deal by having a secret
uranium enrichment plan.

Pyongyang denied having such a proj-
ect.

“The Bush administration’s abandon-
ment of its commitment to provide
LWRs to the DPRK compels it to devel-
op in real earnest its independent nuclear
power industry based on 50,000 kilowatt
and 200,000 KW GMRs and their relat-
ed facilities,” KCNA said.

DPRK is short for North Korea’s offi-
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South Korea's Unification Minister Chung Dong-young bows during a news

conference at the National Press Club in Washington, Dece 19.

cial name, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea.

KCNA said North Korea would “start
developing and building LWRs of
Korean style in reliance upon its indige-
nous technology and potential when an
appropriate time comes to put further
spurs to its peaceful nuclear activities”.
It did not elaborate.

No money, stalled talks

Nuclear experts say North Korea,
which operates one, small nuclear reac-
tor built with technology from the 1960s
and 1970s, does not have the technology
or money to build light-water reactors
any time soon.

“As long as the Bush group persistent-
ly pursues the policy to stifle the DPRK,
bent on arrogant, self-justified and high-
handed practices while regarding ‘force’
as all-powerful, the DPRK will steadily
bolster its nuclear deterrent as a power-
ful treasured sword for defending the
sovereignty of the country,” KCNA said.

Daniel Pinkston, director of the East
Asia Nonproliferation Program at the
California-based Center for
Nonproliferation studies, said it would
take years for North Korea just to com-
plete the graphite-moderated reactors.

REUTERS

Any construction of nuclear reactors
presented problems for the diplomatic
process, he said.

“The further this goes forward, the
more difficult it is to walk away from it
and the more costly it becomes to dis-
mantle them,” Pinkston said by tele-
phone.

The next round of nuclear talks among
the two Koreas, China, Japan, Russia
and the United States has been put in
doubt, partly because of North Korea’s
anger at a UN vote to condemn it for
human rights abuses and a U.S. crack-
down on its finances.

Washington, which accuses North
Korea of funding its nuclear programs
partly through money obtained from
counterfeiting, money laundering and
the drug trade, has frozen a few of its
assets and is trying to put the brakes on
some firms.

The next round of the talks is likely to
be held in January, sources familiar with
the discussions say.

North Korea almost scuttled an out-
line statement agreed in September
among the parties by demanding the
United States build it a light-water reac-
tor before it even started to consider
scrapping its nuclear weapons programs.

Man held over

July 21

LONDON (Reuters) - British
police said on Tuesday they had
arrested a man in connection with the
failed bomb attacks in London on
July 21, saying he had been held by
anti-terrorist officers as he stepped
off a plane from Ethiopia.

The 23-year-old man, from the
Tottenham area of north London, was
arrested on suspicion of the “commis-
sion, preparation or instigation of acts
of terrorism” as he left the plane from
Addis Ababa at London’s Gatwick
airport at 0500 GMT.

The man, who has been out of the

London

country since June, has been taken for
questioning at a central London
police station. A house in Tottenham
was searched last Friday but no fur-
ther homes are currently being inves-
tigated, a police spokeswoman said.

Detectives say four men tried to set
off bombs on three underground
trains and a bus in the capital on July
21 but their devices failed to deto-
nate.

The botched attacks came just two
weeks after four British Islamists
killed themselves and 52 others in an
identical plot in the British capital.

failed
attacks

A police source said the arrested
man was thought to be involved in the
logistical side of the alleged plot and
his links to the other suspects are now
being investigated.

“At this stage we are not suggest-
ing he would have been a fifth
bomber,” the source said.

Four men appeared in court earlier
this month accused of planning to
carry out the July 21 attacks whilst 11
others have also been charged in con-
nection with the attempted bombings.

The trial of the four main suspects
is due to start next September.

A general view of the scene at Oval train station in London on the morning of July 21. Police said on Tuesday they
had arrested a man in connection with the failed bomb attacks, saying he had been held by anti-terrorism officers as

he stepped off a plane from Ethiopia.

REUTERS
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Words of Wisdom

The fall-out from technology
advances, notably globalization, is
clearly ahead of us. We need to
grapple with this and the sooner we
assess the issues and decide on
what we need to do, the better
prepared we will be. A main
component of globalization is
liberalization.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times
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Democracy or
convenience?

urrently, and for the coming few months, the

world will be undergoing a turmoil of elec-

tions at various political levels. The Middle

East has had its fair share of elections in

Iran, Egypt, Iraq, Palestine and soon enough,
Yemen. While the whole world observes election process-
es in this region, supreme powers continue providing
feedback on the results of these processes. So far, they
have praised Egyptian and Iraqi elections and condemned
those in Iran and Palestine. The reason was that the elec-
tions in Iran and Palestine apparently have not been an
example of true democracy, which brings us to the mean-
ing of this over-chewed term. What is democracy in the
first place? A definition taken from the wikipedia is, “The
term democracy indicates a form of government where all
the state’s decisions are exercised directly or indirectly by
a majority of its citizenry through a fair elective process.”
Other definitions lead to nearly the same meaning and
have to do in general with fairness and people’s participa-
tion.

In other words, if the results of the electoral process
yield an outcome approved by the people, then it can be
deemed democratic. Considering this, what happens if
election results, although fair and transparent, lead to a
result acceptable to local people but not to the interna-
tional community? That is to say, what happens if people
want something for their own country that the world’s
supreme powers are not happy with? An example of this
is Palestine, where Hamas won the majority of seats in the
municipal council.

News reports say the European Union (EU) is threaten-
ing not to support the Palestinian Authority if the situation
remains as is and results continue in this direction. The
Associated Press reported that the EU foreign policy chief
warned Sunday that the EU could halt tens of millions of
dollars in aid to Palestinians if the militant Hamas group
wins next month’s Palestinian elections and fails to
renounce violence. Since Hamas is labeled a terrorist
organization, the Palestinian democracy is deemed flawed
regardless of what the Palestinian people want.

Therefore, it seems the democracy is not just about fair
elections; it is more about the most convenient results for
the world. It also indicates a sharp turn in the perception
of independence and self-governing in any country. The
consequences of the political process in any state are not
limited to that state as such, but extend to the whole world
and must fall in line with the big picture or rather the
global plan. Obviously, such a global plan was designed
by only few members of the global community. This is
why many analysts in developing countries, especially
Muslim ones, keep complaining about the double stan-
dards of the world’s decision makers. Not being involved
in the ultimate global plan hinders their ability to per-
ceive, with vision, what is going on around the world and
how the pieces fit together, or at least, are meant to do so.

The elections in Palestine may be fairer than those tak-
ing place elsewhere around the Middle East, but that is not
enough. The outcome of such elections must be conven-
ient for the international world and fit in the bigger pic-
ture. Only then will the electoral
process be accepted as a demon-
stration of true democracy.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
Editor-in-Chief

Corruption’s stain

he ex-presi-

it’s ‘evangelical’ money, it

dent of World

Vision once

confirmed

that missions
and evangelization are
major components of the
organization’s program.
“We can’t feed people and
let them go to hell,” he
said.

Even the most profes-
sional and independent
non-governmental organi-
zations cannot abandon their ideologies
while carrying out humanitarian mis-
sions. The worst thing is for an organi-
zation to fabricate excuses to attract
donors’ money for humanitarian pur-
poses and then use it for personal inter-
ests. This happens even in Yemen. I
know some families who were not
famous for wealth or trade, but because
of their organizations, they became
real-estate owners and traders. Weak
financial sponsorship of non-govern-
mental organizations makes them dens
of corruption. Donors and embassies
that supply funds have no mechanism
ensuring donations are spent rightfully.
Public sponsorship also is weak. Some
workers in these organizations consider
such funds private property and since

By: Faisal Al-Sufi

can be spent as they like.
They do not acknowledge
these funds as public
wealth to be protected and
spent for the good of their
target groups. A question
arises about the impact of
these donations on public
life.

I attended a press con-
ference Dec. 9,
International Anti-
Corruption Day, where a
top executive in one of these organiza-
tions spoke about corruption. As jour-
nalists, we were depressed. The man
hadn’t the least idea of the cause for
which he was fighting. I had another
experience with this organization. I
once suggested to a visitor from
Transparency International that my per-
sonal conviction is that it is not a good
idea to link its organization to
Transparency Yemen. When I reminded
the press conference speaker of the cor-
ruption in Transparency Yemen, he said,
“Faisal has come here especially to
embarrass me.” I left the press confer-
ence, leaving him to speak about cor-
ruption without embarrassment.

That day was full of surprises.
Before the press conference, someone

handed me an envelope. When I opened
it, I found documents stating corruption
is practiced inside an organization con-
sidered a local branch for Transparency
International. The process is as follows:

A donation is obtained from
Transparency International or an
embassy for apparently noble purposes.
This could be a legal awareness pro-
gram, election monitoring or a sympo-
sium. People start working and then
receive their payment, not to exceed
50,000 Yemeni Riyals. The receiver is
to sign the receipt, leaving the rest for
the organization’s official who enters
the date, spending purpose and benefi-
ciary’s name. However, the corrupt offi-
cial then writes the sum as $900
(180,000YR). Invoices and purchase
receipts often are handled this way.
Finally, the donor receives a file with all
documentation proving funds were
spent on the project. Of course, also
included are published news items
about the project.

While World Vision does not want to
feed people and let them go to hell,
some of our organizations receive dona-
tions in the name of starving and illiter-
ate people, yet neither feed them nor
eradicate their illiteracy. People cannot
escape fabricated accusations. What is
to be done?

Independent Cultural, Economic & Political Weekly
First English Newspaper in Yemen, founded in 1991
by Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Publisher & Editor-in-Chief:

Nadia Abdulaziz Al-Sakkaf 7/ \
Head office: VV \‘v
Telephone: +967 (1) 268-661 \/ V

Fax: +967 (1) 268-276

P.O. Box 2579, Sana'a \{\ TH\*IIES!IL/
Email: yementimes@yementimes.com™, =’
For advertisement: ads@yementimes.com

Website: http://www.yementimes.com
Branches: Taiz Bureau Chief:

Aden Bureau Chief: Imad Ahmed Abdullah
Ridhwan Alawi Ahmed Tel: +967 (4) 217-156
Tel: +967 (2) 347-057, 346596; Telefax: +967 (4) 217-157
Fax: +967 (2) 347-056 P.O.Box: 5086, Taiz
Email: ytaden@y.net.ye Email: yttaiz@y.net.ye

Hodeidah Bureau Chief:
Talal Hamoud Saif
Telefax: +967 (3) 206-886

Regional Distributors

KSA: Qatar (Doha): Dubai:
Saudi Distribution Co. Dar Al-Sharq Printing, Dar Al-Hikma
Jeddah, Tel: 6530909 Publishing & Tel: 00971506589158
Tlx: 605350 Distribution P. O. Box 2007
P. 0. Box: 13195 Tel: 4654265,

Fax: 4661865

P. O. Box: 3488

Policies:

- All opinion articles that have not been written by Yemen Times staff on the
Opinion and Op-Ed pages do not necessarily represent the newspaper’s
opinion and hence YT could not be held ble for their

- Letters to the Editor must include your name and signature, address and
telephone number. Letters should not exceed 2,000 characters in length. We
reserve the right to edit letters and articles for clarity, style, length and legal
contents. Any article or letter submitted cannot be returned to the writer
under any circumstances.

- To advertise in the paper, contact the advertising department in any of the
offices of the newspaper.

The Pharaohs’ democracy

By: Atif Awad*

n an unprecedented and unique

manner, Egyptians wanted to

choose their representatives in

Parliament and the legislative

body via a clean democratic selec-
tion process. They wanted to see all
Egyptian classes take part in the process.
For many reasons, these classes have
been left out of the process of Egyptian
reality and movement during the past
three decades. Throughout this time,
Egyptians have become more prone to
negativity about their non-participation
in deciding their future and the future of
their country. They have become rather
more fearful and aloof from affiliation
with and engagement in Egyptian politi-
cal life, but not to the ruling party, to
avoid accusation of betrayal and infideli-
ty or foreign treachery. Many genera-
tions have grown up under this type of
fear and as university and even graduate
students, they are considered frivolous.
Those who ventured to get involved in
politics deserved to be punished.
Restrictions and relevant regulations
were used in this regard. Therefore, stu-
dents and youth, who are the fuel and
energy of political life, preferred to dis-
tance themselves from joining a political
party or movement that they believe
expresses their pursuit, vision and ideol-
ogy.

Nevertheless, for one reason or anoth-
er, the ruling party wanted to hold decent
elections, not just a sincere call for
Egyptians to take part. With them, they
could select parliament members without
fear and make Egyptian democracy an
example to follow. The assumption is to
be a transparent, free example for the
region’s nations to follow. The hope is
that democracy then will prevail in the
Middle East’s Arab, Islamic and
Christian countries.

To attain this goal, Egypt amended
legislation prevalent since before the
1914 British mandate on Egypt. Under
this legislative amendment, which pre-

ceded the latest elections by several
months, the judiciary became supervisor
of the electoral process instead of the
Interior Ministry, as was always the case.
Many observers view this as an impor-
tant change. Regardless of the extent of
Egyptian judges’ acceptance and bound-
aries for overseeing elections, in order to
secure decency in the elections, accuracy
in judiciary supervision and ruling party
argument, elections were organized in
three phases. Accordingly, Egypt’s 25
governorates were distributed over these
three phases. The first phase of Egyptian
parliamentary elections was unexpected
by ruling party politicians. Theorists and
directors of the ruling party’s political
elite had not considered negative results,
although Muslim Brotherhood was
expected to win. Muslim Brotherhood is
the only undeclared party on the
Egyptian political map to face the ruling
party. For many reasons, the current
Muslim Brotherhood must be a head-
strong counterpart capable of standing
strongly before the ruling party that has
ruled Egypt for a long time and in which
most of its leaders have become inflexi-
ble. Muslim Brotherhood gained a victo-
ry that angered and embarrassed high-
ranking officials of the ruling National
Democratic Party, a matter which caused
the party’s political elite to reconsider
arrangements to guarantee the party’s
win in the second stage of elections. As
much as possible, they kept the transpar -
ent democratic form in all the gover-
norates in that stage. There was a hint
about manipulating the second polling
process in a few polling stations, provid-
ed it would not be apparent that the rul-
ing party adopted such a dirty approach.

The second phase again surprised the
ruling party, although it was not a sur-
prise to any observer of affairs in
Egyptian society. The real surprise was
not only that Muslim Brotherhood for the
second time reaped a large number of
votes, as was the case in the first phase of
elections. Rather, Muslim Brotherhood
prepared itself to challenge the ruling

party’s powerful figures in a manner they
could not imagine. As polling boxes
closed in the second phase, it became
clear that the electoral battle resulted in
indisputable facts and realities.

Among these facts is that Egyptian
election of representatives in parliament,
in all phases, was between two parties:
Muslim Brotherhood and the National
Democratic Party, the ruling party. The
matter and preparation of each to defeat
the other could not be realized in keeping
with the decent democratic form and
example, but even led to breaking each
other’s bones. Such was the case in the
third phase of the polling process. Each
prepared for the other by bullying, con-
frontation and limitless crime, even if it
meant violating the judiciary and those
who mistakenly believed the game of
decency in voting and democracy.

From this democratic experiment, the
Pharaohs dominated to win it from the
only other competitor in the arena.

Those who did not want either of the
two parties composing this democratic
process may ask some questions. Have
the Egyptian voters been involved in this
democratic game? Was Muslim
Brotherhood’s winning of so many
People’s Council seats a realistic expres-
sion of the number of its Egyptian fol-
lowers? Was the loss of the National
Democratic Party due to the actual power
and ability of its adversary or those who
sided with its adversary simply taking a
stand in vexation against it and its hege-
mony, thus taking revenge upon it by
standing with Muslim Brotherhood
despite not sharing its ideological identi-
ty? Are elections and voting the only sys-
tem of democracy and all its phases?

These are questions seemingly derived
from this experiment that was to the stan-
dard of the Pharaohs’ democracy.
Therefore, I do not think and I am rather
sure that none will follow suit except
those who are Pharaohs of democracy.

*An Egyptian journalist and a
short-story writer residing in Yemen

Letters to the Editor

Terrorism regime. While in the extraordinary statement

One wonders what’s Bangladesh, that’s new made by Mr Bush, admit-
going on. If you take development in the current ting that US made a mistake

up a paper, you will find scenario, is about the by invading Iraq, but added

what’s funny is Saddam’s
boycott from the court on
the basis of his expression
of ‘No-confidence’ over the

mostly about terrorism, sui-
cide bombings, killings,
blood shedding, assassina-
tions, conspiracies, lies,
fraud to read. What’s that?
In fact, the scale of suicide
bombing is increasing day
by day. It’s not only in
Israel, Iraq, Afghanistan but
now engulfing other parts of
the world.

In Israel it’s been about
granting free state to
Palestinians as has been
promised by the American
President, Mr Bush, through
road map. In Iraq, it is
meant to weaken the ongo-
ing war of US coalition
forces and their pull-out
from Iraq. In Afghanistan,
also, against the US forces
stationed in the wake of
uprooting  the  Taliban

enforcement of Islamic sys-
tem.

Meanwhile, the extraordi-
nary meeting of OIC in
Saudi Arabia tabled with
scores of suggestions and
ideas by the Muslim leaders
from 57 countries, underlin-
ing a need for its restructur-
ing and reorganization on
sound basis is a very signif-
icant development, but it
needs to be done as prompt-
ly as possible. Likewise, a
strong condemnation came
from OIC against terrorism
and extremism, no matter,
whosoever involved in it
that is, I believe, a clear
message to those who are
trying to present a wrong
picture of the Muslim
Ummabh across the globe.

What’s surprising to see is

that it would be a ‘bigger
mistake’ if US withdraw her
troops at this juncture. One
really wonders to see such
words conflicting the deeds
on the part of Super Power.
The story does not end here
but it was more dishearten-
ing to learn that US admin-
istration while greasing the
palms of the journalists -
who have been carrying out
risky job in Iraq - asked to
tamper the direction of their
writings in favour of US
coalition troops. Amazing!
Such developments are
giving us some suspicious
signals as if Al Zarqawi and
Co are going to be winner in
the field despite having been
targeted with heavy shelling
and bombardments. Amidst
the shootings and killings,

ongoing proceedings of the
trial. He still considers him-
self as the President.
Perhaps he still doesn’t’ tol-
erate anyone to speak out
loudly in front of him as he
was used to being obeyed
humbly during his long
tyrant rule. In fact, he assas-
sinated hundreds of thou-
sands of people, even he
didn’t spare his own family
members either. Every sin-
gle word of the judge is def-
initely now stinging him,
but let him face the music
and that’s what I believe
made him boycott the court.
But he must remember that
no boycott would ever save
his skin now.
Barkatullah Marwat
Kuwait
bumarwat@yahoo.com

American hypocrisy,
thanks to AIPAC

or a nation that claims to be the vanguard of

democratic ideals and principles, American

politicians are showing that they are no more

than stooges for an impressively strong

Zionist lobby that has sold them cheap for a
band of narrow minded interests in the US and abroad. It
is really disheartening to believe that the American peo-
ple, with their philanthropic generosity and genuine desire
to have a world free of repression and political con-
nivance would stand for so much power to be accorded to
a lobby whose interests have little or no interest in the real
success of the United States in expanding the domain of
democracy in the world, but only to serve the evil inter-
ests of an international Zionist establishment that seeks
not just to bring havoc throughout the Middle East, but
also to make sure that the entire world towards achieving
this end.

Last week, the American-Israel Public Affairs
Committee went on the brink of declaring an all out war
on the Bush Administration for just thinking that it might
be worth it to have some form of “discussions” with the
regime in Teheran, Iran rather than succumb to the desire
of the Zionist establishment in perpetrating an all-out con-
frontation between the United States and Israel. Never
mind that AIPAC is already on the dangerous suspects list
for a considerable amount of espionage work on behalf of
the Zionist state, involving contacts with such icons of the
neo-con establishment like Ronald Rumsfeld, Edward
Feith and many others. Never mind also that AIPAC and
the large network of lobby groups working on behalf of
the Zionist state in the United States have already rail-
roaded the United States into one of the most mind bog-
gling acts of meaningless aggression as we are seeing in
Iraq. Never mind that Israel was a primary source of the
so called “intelligence” that was used as the pretext for
lying to the entire world, and especially the American
people, of the necessity for an invasion and ongoing occu-
pation of Iraq that may prove one of the major debacles of
American foreign policy.

The Zionist state and its international well-organized
network of supporters have always prided themselves on
having established the “only” democracy in the Middle
East, albeit at the expense of the indigenous population of
their “promised land”, who have been living there for mil-
lennia. But now we are hearing the Zionist lobby in
America, after having heard the same from several Israeli
officials, that the United States should not dare to support
any moves towards democratization of the Arab states.
That would be futile to the security of the Israeli state, etc.

The truth of the matter is that no one really knows what
the Israelis and their blind supporters want from the
United States. Isn’t it enough that the Israelis have fuelled
so much animosity towards the United States from the
overwhelming majority of the people of the world, by all
the lies and distortions that have turned America into an
aggressive “imperialist” monster, as viewed by even some
of America’s allies and friends? Now AIPAC and her
associates are telling the American politicians in
Congress: “Forget our previous directions to you and
show a change of heart”. Do not accept the results of the
free democratic elections in the West Bank and Gaza (they
wouldn’t dare even mention the word Palestinian territo-
ries, for fear of facing heart attacks). If “Hamas candi-
dates” win and Hamas is accordingly allowed to partake
in the forthcoming government of the Palestine Authority,
then Congress will cancel all support to the Palestinians.
It is really amazing that the results of the recent elections
for the local councils in the PA have yet to be announced,
yet already AIPAC and their other colleagues in the com-
plex web of Israeli lobby groups have twisted the arms of
both House of Representative members and Senate mem-
bers to pass a resolution that must threaten the
Palestinians with starvation and strangulation, if they
even consider the idea of elected government officials of
Hamas taking part in the elections. Note that there is no
animosity ever declared by Hamas or any other
Palestinian group against the United States and that the
elections in the Palestinian territories were as freely dem-
ocratic as any elections can be with international and local
monitoring to insure transparency and the least amount of
infractions.

Last night, the United States military spokesman in Iraq
was also declaring that the Iranians are interfering in the
Iraq elections, although he really had no “concrete evi-
dence” to support such allegations. That is how the great
institutions of American democracy have been turned into
tools of the Zionist lobby to ensure that Israel’s battles
continue to be carried out by the United States.

That is why American support of dictatorships in the
region continues at full speed under the pretext of fighting
the “War Against Terror”, which is in itself a concoction
derived by the international Zionist Establishment. That
is why the repression against freedom of speech is being
encouraged to the point of being willing to send out
bombers to destroy the headquarters of Al-Jazeera and
other Arab media organs that have shown a genuine incli-
nation for real truthful coverage of the ugliness of a war
that the American public is hardly getting a real honest
glimpse of. How could they when it is AIPAC, the Anti-
Defamation League of B’nai Brith and so many other
Zionist lobbies that dictate the policies to be followed by
even the most mainstream of American journalistic estab-
lishments.

The point of all this is that it is really time for the
American people to regain the power over their political
establishments and news media from the control of
Zionist lobbies, before they become railroaded into disas-
ters, not to mention financial demise, which US fiscal
affairs have now already become..

As for the image in the world, the US is already
approaching rock bottom.
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Countdown to
withdrawal from Iraq

By: Joseph S. Nye

ow long will the
United States
maintain a  large

deployment of troops

in Iraq? That is now
the central question of George W.
Bush’s second term. Until recently,
the Bush administration answered
with an evasive cliché: “as long as it
takes and not one day longer.” But not
anymore.

The ice began to crack on
November 17, when Representative
John Murtha, a hawkish Democratic
congressman and marine veteran,
suggested pulling troops out of Iraq in
six months. Soon after, the
Republican-controlled Senate voted
for ““a significant transition to full Iraq
sovereignty in 2006.” After initial
resistance, Bush began to change his
rhetoric by suggesting that a troop
drawdown would occur sooner than
previously expected.

The erosion in public support for
Bush’s Iraq policy is stark. Fifty-four
percent of Americans now say that the
US erred in sending troops, up from
24% at the start of the war in March
2003. In part, this reflects the rising
casualty rate, with more than 2,100
American soldiers killed thus far.

But it also reflects a growing belief
that the war is failing. As Duke
University’s Peter Feaver, an expert
on public opinion who is now serving
as a White House advisor, recently
pointed out, Americans will tolerate

casualties when they believe that a
war is just and has a reasonable
prospect of success. But citizens now
doubt both these points. The
administration is paying the price for
overselling the reasons for the war
and bungling the post-invasion
occupation. Not surprisingly, Bush’s
new rhetoric stresses that he has a
“strategy for victory.”

If “victory” remains defined as
stable democracy in Iraq, it is unlikely
that Bush will have enough time to
implement his strategy. In September,
General George Casey, the senior
American military commander in
Iraq, testified to Congress that
modern insurgencies last about a
decade, and that the Iraqi army had
only one battalion capable of fighting
without help from American military
forces. A month later, the influential
International Institute for Strategic
Studies in London estimated that US
troop withdrawals next year were
likely to be small, and that it would
take at least five years for Iraq to
build the 300,000-strong army needed
to fight the insurgency on its own.

But, with Congressional elections
in 2006 and a presidential election in
2008, five years is too long. It seems
more realistic that the Republican
administration will have only 18
months to two years to implement its
strategy.

The Democrats, meanwhile, are
divided. Some, like John Murtha and
Nancy Pelosi, the minority leader in
the House of Representatives, want a

short timetable, while others, like
Senator Joseph Biden, resists a firm
timetable but predicts a withdrawal of
50,000 US troops in 2006, with many
of the remaining 100,000 to follow in
2007. Those of us who believe that
invading Iraq was a mistake, and that
Bush is guilty of hubris in his failure
to plan adequately for the aftermath,
face a dilemma: if America withdraws
too precipitously, it may compound
these mistakes.

Iraq is not like Vietnam, where
American departure was followed by
stability imposed by an authoritarian
government. In Iraq, the danger is that
departure could be followed by civil
war and chaos — ideal conditions for
terrorists to maintain havens.

Iraq differs from Vietnam in
another way as well. Unlike the North
Vietnamese, the Sunni insurgents will
have a difficult time taking over a
country where they represent only
20% of the population. Indeed, with
Shia Arabs and Kurds making up 80%
of the country, the insurgency is
focused on only four of Iraq’s 18
provinces.

America’s quandary is that it is
both part of the problem and part of
the solution. So long as a large
number of American troops remains
as an occupying force, they serve as a
recruiting tool for insurgents. As the
political scientist Robert Pape has
shown in a careful study, resistance to
foreign occupation is a prime
motivation for suicide bombers. But,
if America leaves too soon, the
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elected Iraqi government may be
unable to cope with the insurgency,
sending Iraq the way of Lebanon in
the 1980’s or Afghanistan in the
1990’s.

Similarly, if Bush sets a short
timetable, he may encourage the
insurgents to wait him out. But, unless
he makes it clear that American troops
will leave in the near term, he will
reinforce the impression of imperial
occupation. The key to resolving this
dilemma will be to press for local
compromises that involve Sunnis in
the political process, and to step up
the rate of training of Iraqis to manage
their own security. Even then, success
is uncertain.

One failure is already clear: that of

the neo-conservative dream of
creating a military ally that could
serve as a long-term base for
American troops in the campaign to
transform and democratize the
Middle East. Three elections have
produced some degree of legitimacy
for the Shia-dominated Iraqi
government, but without a sense of
community and effective institutions,
elections merely create a tyranny of
the majority. That may be better than
Saddam Hussein’s tyranny of the
minority, but it is hardly modern
democracy.

Bush compares his goal in Iraq to
the democratization of Japan after
World War II. But Japan was a totally
conquered, ethnically homogeneous

country with no insurgency, a large
middle class, and previous experience
of political openness. Even then,
success took seven years.

Instead, Bush should plan on a two-
year window to give the Iraqi
government as strong a chance as
possible before the Americans leave,
while emphasizing that Iraqis will
thereafter be responsible for their own
security and political salvation.

Joseph S. Nye is a professor at
Harvard’s Kennedy School of
Government and author of Soft
Power: The Means to Success in
World Politics.

Copyright: Project Syndicate,
2005.

The end of

By: Dominique Moisi

en years ago, comparing

the reform processes in

China and Russia was an

intellectual fashion. Was

it preferable to start with
economics — try and get rich, quick,
but don’t rock the boat politically — in
the manner of the Chinese? Or was it
better to start with politics — recover
liberty and prosperity may follow —
which seemed to be Russia’s path
under Mikhail Gorbachev and Boris
Yeltsin?

Today, a new comparative debate
has started. This time the subject is no
longer Russia versus China, because
Russia has long ceased to be a point
of comparison. Instead, the new
comparative debate involves Asia’s
two new economic, demographic, and
political giants, China and India.
China’s annual economic growth has
been roughly 8-9% for the last 26
years; India has recorded similar rates
for the last decade.

In the “flat world” of globalization
— to borrow Thomas Friedman’s
powerful metaphor — it seems that
Russia no longer has a place. Of
course, Russia is still the second-
largest nuclear power in the world,
and, as one of the world’s leading
exporters of oil and gas, it benefits
from today’s high energy prices. But
Russia’s population is disappearing
before our eyes. With average male
life expectancy just 57 years, the
country is losing close to 800,000
people annually. Indeed, Russia is
more a fragile oil-producing state than
a modernizing economic giant.

To put it bluntly, Russia is no longer
in the same category as China.
Whereas the “Middle Kingdom” is
proudly regaining its former global
status after centuries of decline,
Russia is defiantly trying to resurrect
its former imperial status, but in a
manner that appears doomed to fail.

Russia has clearly taken giant steps
in the wrong direction, at a time when
China has taken steps, however small,
in the right direction. When you meet
today’s “new Russian
Nomenklatura,” you experience a
sudden feeling of being 20 years
younger, awash as they are in
nostalgia for Cold War posturing.

By contrast, seen from afar, in their

new suits, you might think that
Chinese economic elites are Japanese.
Where Russia represents a return to
the past, one sees in China an
opening, however ambiguous, to the
future.

Of course, some bias is involved
here. As a European, I and people like
me almost instinctively expect more
from Russia. It is, after all, a
European nation in cultural, if not
political terms, whereas progress in
China will not be measured by the
introduction of Western-style
democracy, but eventually, one hopes,
by Singapore-style rule of law.

The diverse paths followed by
Russia and China may be explained in
part by how the two peoples perceive
themselves. The Chinese are
comforted in their self-image by the
world’s combination of admiration
for their dynamism, greed for the
market  they  constitute, and
apprehension for the competition they
represent. Russians, by contrast, seem
to be animated by a dark form of
narcissism. They do not find anything
to be proud of in the eyes of others.
They are respected for what they
control — the Soviet legacy of nuclear
arms and “Christian  energy
resources,” to quote Vladimir Putin’s
bizarre remark on his first official trip
to Paris — but not for their economic
performance or their essence.

China and Russia tend to relate to
their respective pasts and futures in
very different ways — with self-
confidence in China’s case, with self-
diffidence in the case of Russia.
Chinese elites are convinced that time
is working in their favor, and that it is
only natural that China should regain
its rank amongst the world leading
powers, perhaps even emerging on
top one day.

Indeed, their serene patience stands
in stark contrast to the anxious
reticence of Russian leaders, who
have yet to surmount the humiliation
that Russia suffered as a result of the
Soviet Union’s disintegration at the
end of the Cold War. Russia may be
experiencing a global “restoration”
phase, but in politics and economics,
and also with respect to its empire,
restoration is headed in the wrong
direction.

With Putin’s current clampdown on
civil society, re-nationalization of key

he Russia-

segments of the economy, failure to
develop any political approach to
resolving the conflict in Chechnya,
and cultivation of imperial nostalgia,
Russia is killing its only chance to
matter in the future.

Yet there is no reason for China to
declare victory. The gap between the

respective qualities of China’s
economic and scientific elites, on the
one hand, and its ruling political
elites, on the other, is simply too
monumental — and still growing — for
stability to be taken for granted. One
senses in China the birth pangs of
civil society, making the introduction

hina d

of the rule of law increasingly urgent.
Without political reforms, China’s
confidence in herself will quickly turn
into disillusion, or even delusion. If
that happens, the Russia-China debate
might be revived, this time as a
comparison of competitive
decadence.

ebate

Dominique Moisi was a founder
and is now Senior Advisor at Ifri
(French Institute for International
Relations), and is a Professor at
UlInstitut d’études politiques in Paris.

Copyright: Project Syndicate,
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By: Abdurrahman R. Squires
Email: meremuslim@mereislam.com
Website: http://www.mereislam.info/

reetings from Florida!

I'm an American convert

to Islam that just hap-

pened to visit the Yemen

Times website today.
Maa sha'llah, I think that's great that a
woman is the Editor-in-chief of a news-
paper in Yemen! I pray that you contin-
ue to be successful in your profession
and other ventures!

I read your "Tragedy of an honest
Yemeni judge" with great interest, and I
can only say that I feel sad whenever I
hear of such a state of affairs in a
Muslim country. One thing that you
said that I take issue with is your claim
that the "Media plays a vital role in
educating people," since I don't feel that
anything that comes across the televi-
sion or the radio, even in the U.S., could
properly be called "education". True
education takes place both at home, at
quality universities or at the feet of
enlightened scholars, while most of
what the media puts out is just informa-
tion from a particular point-of-view -- if
not outright propaganda. Likewise, an
independent media is much more diffi-
cult to maintain these days since, even
though they might be independent from
government influence, now they're

under corporate influence. This pro-
duces a desire for high ratings so they
can make more money off of advertis-
ing, thus in order to do this they tend to
tell the masses what they want to hear
rather than the painful truth. This has
been very much in evidence in the U.S.
since 9/11, since due to the desire to
seem "Patriotic" many news outlets are
afraid to openly criticize the Bush
administration. So in essence this has
produced a new type of censorship in
which a desire to be popular and to
maintain high ratings forces the media
not to speak the truth. The old days
when the media had an adversarial rela-
tionship with the government in order to
keep the citizens informed of what the
government was doing, as they did dur-
ing the Vietnam War, seem to be all but
over in the United States -- with very
few exceptions.

I realize that you've got a lot more to
worry about in Yemen than the prob-
lems like I mentioned above, since from
what I've read on your website you can't
even criticize your government without
getting thrown in jail! Insha'llah, one
day you'll see the fruits of you labor and
live in a more open society. Not that I
necessarily advocate going to the
extremes of free speech that we have in
the U.S., but being able to speak one's
mind is obviously essential to a healthy
political environment.

Going back to the subject of educa-
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tion...I guess I'd say that one can get
valuable information from the media,
but I still wouldn't call this an "educa-
tion". One reason for this is that your
average person just listens to the news
program that they already agree with
and then believe most of what they hear.
Thus critical thinking and analysis
doesn't play much of a role in the
process -- and these are key elements of
a true education. Most people are either
too intellectually lazy to go out and
investigate matters, or they are too inse-
cure to reflect on another point of view.
I always tell fellow Muslims that seem-
ingly only want to see one side of a
story that if I had used this methodolo-
gy, 1'd still be sitting in a church some-
where since I never would even have
given Islam a chance!

This past year, I've posted two arti-
cles about On my "Mere Islam" web-
site, which is actually a weblog, about
Judge Hamoud Al-Hitar, which can be
found here:

“Wisdom is Yemeni, Faith is Yemeni"
- Using Islam to Fight Terrorism

http://www.mereislam.info/2005/03/
wisdom-is-yemeni-faith-is-yemeni-
using.html

Using the Koran to Fight Terrorism
http://www.mereislam.info/2005/02/
using-koran-to-fight-terrorism.html

I was wondering, what's your view of
this program? Is Judge Hamoud Al-
Hitar still actively doing this? Is it real-
ly considered to be successful or is it
just a farce as the U.S. government
claims? Please let me know if you have
the time. I firmly believe that moderate
and mainstream Muslims need to
become more intellectually engaged in
order to defeat the plague of militant
extremism that has engulfed our
Ummah...and my website is dedicated
to that.

By the way, I lived in Kuwait for four
years (1993-1997) and from an editorial
writing perspective, those were some of
the best years of my life. That's because
almost no one wrote letters to the editor
in the two English language newspapers
there, thus when I started sending them
in they'd sometimes give me an entire
page! For a year or so I gained some-
what of a celebrity status since I essen-
tially had a large column in the Kuwait
Times once or twice a week. Here in
the U.S., one is lucky to get one out of
twenty editorial letters published --
even in a local paper -- and then it's usu-
ally only a selective sentence or two.

Anyway, I just wanted to say
"Salam" and to encourage you to keep
up the good work!

I pray that all is well with you and
your family! Jazakum Allah khayr wa
salam!
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Technical apparatus to
supervise infrastructure projects

By: Mahyoub Al-Kamali

n the upcoming period, the

Yemeni government will create

an independent institution to

supervise contracts and tenders

pertaining to implementing
infrastructure and service projects. At
its Dec. 15-19 general conference in
Aden, Yemen’s ruling party approved
establishing this organization, stating
the aim is to affect development in
infrastructure and service sectors and
create qualitative transfer between
them.

This question of tenders has imped-
ed the flow of much assistance and
grants to Yemen; nevertheless, the
country seems to be more in need of
realizing advancements in air, sea and
overland transport. These necessary
advancements come in response to the
need to link remote Yemeni areas by
building a developed domestic and
international network of roads, thereby
promoting Yemen’s policy of openness
pursued since the early 1990s. For this
reason, Yemeni president Ali Abdullah
Saleh proposed at the 7th general con-
ference of the People’s General
Congress establishing an independent
technical apparatus to supervise such
projects with the objective to activate
performance in economic activity.
Throughout the 1990s and until 2004,
Yemen spent more than YRS50 billion
to modernize the transportation sector,
especially its infrastructure, to be more
efficient and guarantee safety for pas-
sengers and security of shipped goods.
Despite positive results in air freight in
the past five years due to a government
project known as the National Plan for
Civil Aviation, in which the govern-
ment used large investments to rehabil-
itate its airports to conform to interna-
tional standards and specifications, this
sector still requires much advancement
due to Yemen’s vital significance in
linking trade movement with the
world. The importance of continued
efforts in this sector follows establish-
ment of Sana’a Aviation Region,
approved by the navigational commit-
tee for the Middle East, which includes

Yemeni seaports and Aden co
Yemeni political borders, the Arabian
Sea region and the Indian Ocean until
60 degrees east.

In order to meet regional aviation
requirements, Yemen still is in dire
need of moving ahead in qualifying its
international airports and building
more airports in major cities. Presently,
Yemen'’s airports total 14, six of which
are international and located in Sana’a,
Aden, Taiz, Al-Rayan, Mukalla and
Hudeidah, and eight local airports in
the cities of Sayoun, Ataq, Al-Ghaidha,
Mareb, Al-Baqa, Al-Baydha, Saada
and Socotra. Nowadays, several proj-
ects are being directed to implement
development and modernization. One
such project is modernizing Sana’a
International Airport, which seeks to
transfer the airport from its present
location away from construction to an
area spacious enough to allow building
modern airport facilities in conformity
with international specifications.
Meanwhile, efforts continue to qualify
Aden International Airport and reno-
vate its buildings to improve services
and organize passenger movement.
The work includes rehabilitating the
airport terminal to accommodate one
an a half million passengers annually,
as done at Taiz and Hudeidah airports.
Efforts in this sector include the gov-
ernment’s building of the high-quality
Socotra International Airport to receive
all types of large airplanes. Although

ntainer terminal are planned to be modernize
to meet increasing navigation activity

the government has spent approxi-
mately YR60 billion to modernize its
air fleet, it must comprehensively
rebuild its national air fleet enabling
Yemenia Airways planes to meet inter-
national terms, as the fleet’s planes
cannot fly in European and American
airspace.

As for sea transportation, Yemen’s
status as a sea state doubles as its
coasts extend for more than 2,500km
with seaports spread throughout.
Owing to this significance, Yemen is
seeking to increase investments in this
field. In 1999, Yemen inaugurated the
Aden port project, which included
building a new port for gigantic con-
tainers in an effort to regain the port’s
distinguished position in international
maritime navigation. A new port
opened at Salif in 1997 to receive large
vessels and help ease traffic in
Hudeidah port. A causeway was built
on Socotra Island to facilitate convey-
ing foodstuffs and consumer goods to
island inhabitants until completion of a
modern and complete port. However,
due to an increasing number of private
local and foreign companies working
in navigational agencies, transporting
goods and supplying ships, a need
emerges to organize this sector and
attract specialized local and foreign
firms to manage sea transport activity
and repair and maintain ships. In this
regard, agreements were signed with a

number of Arab and friendly countries
to study establishing joint companies
for sea transport.

Rehabilitating existing ports and
adopting an open policy in sea trans-
port has led to increased growth in
maritime movement. The number of
ships and oil tankers anchoring in
Yemeni ports has increased steadily in
recent years.

On the other hand, overland trans-
port is severely backward and needs
rehabilitating as it hinders internal
marketing. After witnessing infrastruc-
ture development, the government
recently moved toward building a
developed land network under a new
open economic policy implemented
through the 1995 structural reform pro-
gram. The new system liberated over-
land goods transport from the policy of
monopoly, leading to the emergence of
22 land transport companies thereby
increasing employment and decreasing
fees for goods transport by an average
of 40 percent. These measures also
contributed to encouraging the private
sector and achieving a tangible change
reflected in the increase of transport
vehicles. Overland transport activity
also enables Yemen to combine agree-
ments regarding transit transport and
the unified Arab traffic book. The two
agreements facilitate and organize
goods transfer and travel of individu-
als. They also enhance the volume of
trade cooperation and exchange
between Yemen and other Arab coun-
tries.

There are major prospects for infra-
structure development in these fields,
especially following approval for
establishing an independent technical
apparatus to follow up progress in
implementing development and serv-
ice projects. These projects often are
exposed to plunder and confiscation by
certain types of mafia specialized in
stealing and plundering people’s prop-
erty and the public sector. The pro-
posed new apparatus would be com-
posed of the private sector, representa-
tives of independent personalities and
organizations with power to follow up
projects and fight corruption.

Corruption deprives
Yemen of advantages
of donations

By: Mahyoub Al-Kamali

resident Ali Abdullah Saleh

lashed out at those he

described as corrupt and

threatened to hold them

accountable before the 7th
general conference of the People’s
General Congress, Yemen’s ruling party.
The president pledged forming a com-
mittee composed of specialized authori-
ties, public and private sectors and civic
organizations in an effort to prevent and
uproot corruption. He also strongly
threatened those who talk about corrup-
tion yet practice it themselves.

Yemen loses a large amount of exter-
nal assistance and grants due to spread-
ing corruption. The World Bank recent-
ly reduced assistance to Yemen by 34
percent, from its present $420 million to
$280 million in coming years. The WB
ascribed this measure to the Yemeni
government’s failure to achieve indica-
tors of speed in realizing reforms,
improving the investment environment
and fighting corruption. The WB
demanded the Yemeni government give
priority to fighting corruption, especial-
ly in preparing the investment environ-
ment, the state’s budget usage and deal-
ing with it transparently.

It should be noted that the term cor-
ruption was not created by the opposi-
tion, practiced by opposition forces or
concealed by authorities. Its exaggerat-
ed spread has created urgency in facing
it by authorities, opposition and foreign
donors. However, much talk of corrup-
tion has resulted in its increased dissem-
ination, giving the impression that the
president’s speeches and threats of hold-
ing the corrupt accountable are just for
consumption and an assurance to those
responsible for corruption to maintain
what they are doing.

The WB described Yemen’s perform-
ance last year and the first half of this
year as not what it wanted, affirming
that it will be difficult for Yemen to
achieve scheduled millennium goals, as
is the case with many other countries. It
demanded Yemen accomplish quicker
growth, attaining eight percent, in order
to overcome the population growth

problem that devours the proportion of
growth the Yemeni economy presently
achieves. The WB deputy spelled out
these estimates in his last visit to
Yemen. He mentioned that Yemen is
among a few countries where popula-
tion growth is 3.2 percent, adding that
with such an existing rate, Yemen’s
economy will realize no progress. He
demanded Yemen’s government, civic
organizations and journalists fight cor-
ruption, noting the country’s perform-
ance indicators will improve if efforts
are exerted. He added that the best solu-
tion is if the government can combat
corruption itself, doing so with or with-
out help from the WB. As for the nega-
tive impression Yemenis have about
WB policies endeavoring to harm the
world’s poor, the WB vice president
said this is not correct, noting that 90
percent of WB activity supports the
poor.

Official and international reports
warned of the danger of increasing
accounting disorders in the Finance
Ministry, which is entrusted to carry out
financial and administrative reform. The
Finance Ministry described all such
reports as unrealistic. But a report pre-
pared by a joint team from the WB, the
Dutch government and donors, in agree-
ment with and participation by the
Yemeni government, to evaluate finan-
cial questions in the Finance Ministry
proved the accuracy of previous reports,
disclosing many financial and account-
ing disorders and revealing much fear
about the position of public resources
citizens have entrusted to their govern-
ment. The report stressed that the gov-
ernment’s executive apparatus must
guarantee sound and proper use of
resources via a reliable organizational
and legal framework that encourages
exercising wise financial judgment in
both the economy’s private and public
sectors. This framework is to be within
general financial accountability. A con-
dition is that this system provides
enough confirmation to concerned par-
ties, donors and supporters that financial
operations are conducted in proper form
and revenues accurately managed and
protected against cheating and misuse.
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than 31/12/2005.

Required Commereial Manager

Hayel Saeed Anam Trading Company representing reputed
multinational companies and engaged in marketing,sales and
distribution of imported consumer goods requires: FMCG
Commercial Manager.

Role:The incumbent will be responsible for imports, sales and
marketing functions for various FMCG agencies. He will
liase with Principals, prepare annual budget and sales plans,
do product pricing and oversee sales,
marketing at national level.
The candidate should be well qualified in Sales /Marketing
Management and should have 12-15 years experience in
relevant field. He should have excellent command over written
and spoken Arabic and English.

commensurate

with qualification and
experience and will not be aconstraint for the right candidate.
Please send your C.V. at below mentioned address not later

distribution and

Hayel Saeed Anam Company - Trading Division

Head office
Taiz- Al-Mwasalat str.

Phone : 04/215999 /04 -217698

Fax: 04 /210584

hrd@hsatco.com.ye
S>>

Arabic.

Job Vacancies

Head of Public Relations — Reference No. 37

The Yemen LNG project involves the construction and operation of a gas pipeline, a harbour and a
liquid natural gas processing plant at Balhaf which will export 6.7 million tones of LNG per annum.
The company headquarters are in Sana’a and the project has an anticipated lifespan of over 20 years.
Yemen LNG Company is now recruiting the temporary and permanent staff who will participate in
the development and management of the project.

Candidates applying for this post must be Yemeni Nationals fluent in written and spoken English and

Reporting directly to the General Manager, the Head of Public Relations will have a wide-ranging and
challenging remit within Yemen LNG Company.
Duties will include the development of the company’s relationships with government authorities,
community representatives, media, NGOs etc. and the presentation of a true and accurate account of
company activities, business ethics, challenges and strategies to all stakeholders.

Working with partner external relations personnel and with PR consultancies, the job holder will manage
local social and promotional events and will supervise the preparation of company publications and
materials such as website information, newsletters and audio-visual material.

The incumbent will assist management and staff to act as ambassadors of the company and to communicate
its strategy accurately and consistently in support of long-term corporate objectives. He or she will also
work with HR staff to develop and review company internal communication strategies and assist with the
communication of information between management and staff.
Candidate should hold a degree in Public Affairs studies (or similar) and should have a minimum 10 years’
experience in Public Relations and Communications. The ideal candidate will be a highly capable and
autonomous individual with excellent interpersonal skills and extensive contacts within industry, local and
national government and the media.

Applicants should send their CV in English with a short covering letter explaining why they believe
they are qualified for the post to:
The Human Resources Department

Yemen LNG Company
P.O. Box 15347
Sana’a, Yemen

Candidates may apply by e-mail to: HR@YEMENLNG.COM.YE

Closing Date: 5th January, 2006

Candidates selected for interview will be contacted by Yemen LNG.

WWW.YEMENLNG.COM
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In a serious move to break the isolation of plastic arts

By: Nashwan Mohsen Dammaj

Murals meet common people

bb, the city shrouded in grass.
It is its summer that seems not
to have forsaken it yet despite
the fact that we are well in win-
ter. It is so: the ecstasy of color
that bestows on the place a special fla-
vor and taste. “These are murals that
were his eyes,” if Shakespeare could
forgive the manipulation. The murals
are butterflies flying out of the Art
House, hovering “by guess and hope
and hopelessness” to perch on the walls
of the old city, adding their magical
touch to the already magic-charged air.

You see them when you delve for the
first time you step into that realm where
you can contemplate old houses, souqs
(old markets) with ancient small shops
and people almost jammed into the
place. In the old city of Ibb, one is faced
with buildings with unique architectural
characteristics although a few concrete
habitats can be discerned here and there.
It is now noontime or a little bit after-
noon. This is a narrow alley overcrowd-
ed showing the magnitude of the peak
hour. With little effort you can know that
it is lunchtime. Nearby restaurants are
full. You need no sign to recognize
restaurants in Ibb, as they all look the
same. Actually, when one has a specific
destination, despite lack of knowledge of
its specific location, he/she would not
pay any attention to insignificant obser-
vations on the quest such as the day to
day images of people and places.

However, what appears to be impor-
tant is the gathering of people in small
scattered groups gazing at things they
deem are worth pausing for a while.
They contemplate them voicing com-
ments that sometimes are homogenous
and others heterogeneous. Nevertheless,
what matters much is that all of them do
experience "astonishment". Some twelve
murals lead you to their makers all of
whom stated that this artistic project is
one of the fruits of the Ibb-based Art
House. This house represented for these
artists the nucleus, which nourished and
realized their dreams color-by-color,
step-by-step until they culminated into
this dream.

Long time ago, the Art House was just
a small dream flattering the imagination
of some plastic artists in the city of Ibb.
They kept cherishing this dream until it
was realized on the "Cultural Days of
Ibb Province", an event that was associ-
ated with Sana'a being the Arab Culture
Capital of 2004. Some of these artists
met the Minister of Culture and Tourism,
Mr. Khaled Al-Rowaishan. They for-
warded their proposition to establish a
house in the city of Ibb as an umbrella
for provincial plastic artists.

The Minister admiringly hailed the
idea directing the concerned authority to
support the project fully calling it "The
Art House."

Mr. Walid Dammaj, former Executive
Manager of Sana'a the Arab Culture
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A long wall in the old city of Ibb further beautified by fascinating art.

Capital 2004, stated to Yemen Times that
the Art House was established pursuant
to the Minister's directives and was for-
mally inaugurated in December 2004. At
that time, the building used to be rented
before it was purchased in July 2005.
Yasser Al-'Ansi, one of the artists and
the Manager of the Art House, expressed

Names of artists participating in
painting the murals:
- Yasser Al-‘Ansi
- Nabil Al-Kahsah
- Salah Radman
- Raja’ Fare’
- Ejlal Al-Buraihi
- Ejlal Shamsan
- Ahmed Nasser
- Hana’ Al-Muhtadi
- Walid Al-Bahri
- Adel Al-Nageeb
- Hamid Al-‘Attab
- Khalil Al-Nasri
- Faris Al-Jahrani
- Mahmoud Al-Ba’dani

his sentiments. "Having become a palpa-
ble reality unbelievingly touched by
every artist, the Art House is a place
which has brought into Ibb indescribable
meanings most importantly is the spirit
that constantly indicates that the place is
haunted by a memory almost like
clouds." He continued: "By virtue of this
house, many artists have been attracted
so they came with their brushes dream-
ing of colors under the roof of this house.
Being united under one ceiling, they fly
with wings in the skies of creativity and
imagination."

With its old style, the Art House con-
sists of three floors, the first floor is a
small passage leading directly up to the
second floors which contains three
rooms: a hall for displaying artists' paint-
ings, and a library featuring the Ministry
of Culture's publications and plastic art-
oriented books. The third room is magqjial
(sitting room for chewing qat). The third
floor consists of three drawing rooms for

the plastic artists, one of these rooms is
designated for females. The three draw-
ing rooms are equipped with almost
complete sets for drawing and they
sometimes serve as workshops.
Concerning the nature of wok at the
Art House, Nabil Al-Kahsah, an artist as
well as the financial and administrative
manager at the Art House, said, "Many
workshops involving professional and
amateur plastic artists were organized
over here in coordination with the Art

Education Department at the Faculty of

Education, Ibb University." He revealed
that starting from this year, a YR 100-
thousand prize will be granted annually
for a creative artist in Ibb.

Many plastic artists we met believe
that the Art House has served them
much. It has gave them faith and confi-
dence that “Tomorrow begins today.”
Their footsteps have grown more confi-
dent and stable as they head in one direc-
tion and towards one destination.

This house has enabled many artists

to display their works and introduce |-

them to a wider public. Moreover, it
will make them more able to burnish
their talents and skills by means of cre-
ating a suitable atmosphere seldom

support for the project, which is consid-
ered to be the first unique experience in
Yemen.

Al-‘Ansi went on describing, “As
artists, the idea was seen as highly plau-

sible. We expressed our readiness to take

up the task and to plunge into this expe-
rience from which we were surely to
learn a lot. We consulted each other dis-

cussing the proposition of the Minister,

which focused on two main aspects: type
of murals and consideration of the taste
and understanding of the common peo-

ple. The drawings were to be abstract but

relatively tangible, resembling things in
nature.” A dozen murals were to be
drawn by some fourteen artists.

Work continued for two days during
which the artists succeeded in painting

their dreams as they appeared to them

and in the manner accessible to them.
It was the first experience for these
artists and for this dreamy city. Ahmed

Nasser, a doorman of the Art House,

found in other places and by providing ||

the instruments for practicing plastic
arts with the artist choosing the time
convenient for him/her. For the artist,
this house represents the bridge over
which they salvaged their dreams into

broader spaces, painting them into |-

murals exuding colorfulness and hope.

Murals: the experience of dreaming
“It was the idea of Vice President,”

said Yasser Al-‘Anis. “He conveyed it [
to the Minister of Culture who, in turn, ¥4

proposed them during the activities of
the Third Ibb Tourist Festival.” The
Minister put the suggestion in an inter-
rogative form: “Why can’t these artists’
works be translated into murals set on
the walls of their old city?” he sugges-

The apparent old portion of
contrasts with the colorful mural painted

tively exclaimed. He pledged also full 4p its wall

the house

Colossal stone inscription
uncovers Sabaen military exploits

10-member German expe-

dition led by Dr. Iris

Gerlach, Director of the

Sana’a-based ~ German

Archeological Institute,
discovered a colossal stone inscription at
Almaqah Temple in Sirwah, 40km west
of the city of Marib.

The inscription dates to the ancient
Sabaen state, dating back to pre-Islamic
ages. It narrates the military exploits of
Sabaen kings stating that King Yasa’
Amar Watar, son of Yakrub Malik who
ruled Yemen in the fourth century B.C.,
waged several military raids such as
those carried out earlier by his predeces-
sor, Karb Ayl Watar, son of Thamar Ali.

The colossal rock records details of
battles, victories and military raids that
took place under the reign of the Sabaen
king.

The inscription specifies attacked
areas such as Qataban, Radman, Dahsam
and certain regions in Al-Jawf, including
the towns of Kutal and Kimnah.

The inscription is engraved in an
immense rock measuring 7.24m in
length, 72cm in height, and Slcm in
thickness. It weighs some 7 tons. The
rock is believed to come from quarries
five kilometers away.

The inscription mentions that during
the attacks, thousands were killed and
many others displaced.
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According to archeologists, the expe-
dition is probably a glorification of a
Sabaen king’s exploits in the first half of
the first millennium B.C.

This inscription is considered the sec-
ond most important Yemeni inscription
after the Victory inscription discovered in
the 19th century by an Austrian archeolo-
gist, which revealed many facts about
Sabaen civilization.

Gerlach described the discovery as
“important.” The newly discovered
inscription contains seven lines, the first
describing lands and territories con-
quered by King Yasa’ Amar Watar, son of

The stone inscription reveals exploits of an ancient Yemeni king. Saba News

Yakrub Malik. The second part of the
inscription mentions lands reclaimed and
cultivated by him.

Certain places mentioned in the
inscription still exist, although with dif-
ferent names. For example, the town of
Kutal, which was attacked by King Yasa’
Amar Watar, is now called Khirbat
Mas’oud in Raghwan district.

The German expedition held a noon
press conference Monday at the temple.

It is noteworthy that the German mis-
sion began its current archeological sea-
son November 12, 2005, and expects to
end mid-January 2006.

The German Archeological Institute is
conducting the excavations in collabora-
tion with the Public Antiquities
Authority.

The inscription, in the form of a big
stone plate, is standing on a one-meter
high platform and lies in the center of
Almaqah Temple. It is believed to have
played a significant role in Sabaen reli-
gious life.

Almaqah Temple is among the key
archeological discoveries in Sirwah. It
has a fence 16m high.

Inscriptions found at the site mention
that Almaqah Temple was founded in the
seventh century B.C.

Sirwah is one of the most important
Yemeni towns in ancient history. It was
very famous during the Sabaen period.
Some people claim Sirwah was the first
capital of the Sabaen state before moving
its seat to Marib.

The Sirwah discoveries are not limited
to this inscription. Current activities have
revealed one end of a vast graveyard near
Almaqgah Temple.

Gerlach says, “Work will continue
until the site is eventually equipped and
prepared to be a key archeological and
tourist destination.”

The German team’s activities, which
span more than 25 years, are focused on
clearing the temple’s yard and highlight-
ing the varied inscriptions present in it.

The Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam (3

Translated by Edward FitzGerald

As the cock crew, those who

stood before

The tavern shouted- “Open
then the door!

“You know how little while
we have to stay,

“And, once departed, may

return no more.”
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said: "The murals gave the Art House
and the plastic artists reputation and pub-
licity conquering even the realm of unin-
terested public. The House has become
one of the attractions of Ibb-visiting
tourists as well as the ordinary people."

“With its success story, this house has
encouraged the Ministry and the
Heritage Fund to establish and found
other art houses in several provinces.
One of them was later opened in Dhamar
and others are still under construction in
Sana’a, Aden, Hodeidah, and Taiz, stated
the Manager of the Heritage Fund.

Murals and artists’ experiences

Artist Yasser Al-‘Ansi thinks that the
murals are an experience that disproved
the allegation that the fans of plastic arts
come from the elite. “This experience
has brought the artist to face a larger
public and a wider space, making him
able to overcome the inconvenience of
letting others observe a work before it is
completed. Because the work was col-

.| lective, the artist could subdue his
| fears, having the heart to continue

along with his colleagues and disdain
failure.”

Artist Nabil Al-Kahsah said, “The
participation in the mural-project, as a
first experience of the kind, helped me
overcome many hurdles I used to face
such as the fear of face-to-face contact

1 with the public. The spectators could

see the work from beginning to end.
This experience has taught me that I
can draw in the manner I like and not

| only in the conventional method of

drawing: confining oneself between
four walls and dealing with small-sized

papers."

Female artists Ejlal Al-Buraihi and
Ejlal Shamsan both confirmed that the
mural experience is a victory for them

| as females and a challenge to their

capabilities as artists who succeeded in
defeating phobias that previously beset
them. “We have come out into the spot-
light and left behind the narrow dark

dimensions of the home. Now we are in
the space of light and spaciousness. Each
of us feels happiness as she realizes that
she has become an open book for peo-
ple’s eyes to read.

“This experience is a success despite
all the difficulties we met, and in spite of
the prescribed nature of the mural sub-
jects and methodology which restricted
the artists’ abilities to select subjects
closer to their artistic inclinations. Our
works and paintings are no longer the
prerogative of our families or the eyes of
our relatives. The relation now has
become the direct contact between our
paintings and the public."

The female artist added: "the relation
between the public and the murals has
grown intensely. The constant presence
breeds familiarity.”

These are the murals. However, care-
less you are, you cannot help pausing
before them, tracing a torrent of brilliant
colors that was a mural but melted into a
new mural, then another, etc. The last
mural overlooks you from its window.
You can discern a girl looking at you, a
girl that adorns you with her eyes or thus
you think. You would turn your face
around in a confused manner, may be
blushed, while a front of giant houses
surround you and overwhelms you with
their shadow. You might yourself
whether there is still enough space and
time to indulge into a new whim, and
throw oneself into the arms of a new
maiden called “Ibb.”

You would end where you began;
loaded with feelings you wish they
would not abandon you. These senti-
ments would boil down to a smile, like
that you earlier saw on the faces of the
groups of common people standing
before the murals.

It is noteworthy that the sponsors of
the project suggested that the murals
should be painted in an abstract way so
as not to provoke religious groups that
still see that art as a violation of religion,
according to the sponsors' point of view.

ed the workshop.

Issues.

within their communities.

Dr. Welaya Abdu Qaid

The population education project with the support of
UNFPA conducted 3 days enlightenment workshop during
the period from 13-15 December 2005 for district education
office, school administration, sample of teaches, school
health supervisors and school activities supervisors. [40]
participants from Amran city and Al-Sawdah district attend-

The workshop aimed at:

- Raising awareness of the participants towards Reproductive
Health,Family Planning, HIV/ADIS, STDS and Gander

- Providing the participants with different teaching techniques
and procedures in order to help them convey the population

education issues to students in general education and enhance
the students' participation in awareness raising activities

Dr. Welaya Qaid has shown that the continuity of UNFPA sup-
port will enable the project team, teachers and students imple-
ment population education activities in the remaining targeted
schools in Amran city and Al-Sawdah district.

The population education project aims to implement population
education activities in [7] districts Hadramout, Taiz and Lahe;j
governorates in 2005 and 2006.

Population Education Project Coordinator
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of global warming

By: Bjorn Lomborg

lobal warming

has  become

the preeminent

concern of our

time. Many
governments and  most
campaigners meeting in
Montreal now  through
December 9 tell us that
dealing with global warming |
should be our first priority.
Negotiating a follow-up
treaty to the Kyoto Protocol,
they argue, requires that we seek even
deeper cuts in the pollution that causes
global warming.

But they are wrong about our priorities,
and they are advocating an inefficient
remedy. As a result, we risk losing sight
of tackling the world’s most important
problems first, as well as missing the best
long-term approach to global warming.

To be sure, global warming is real, and
it is caused by CO2. The trouble is that
today’s best climate models show that
immediate action will do little good. The
Kyoto Protocol will cut CO2 emissions
from industrialized countries by 30%
below what it would have been in 2010
and by 50% in 2050. Yet, even if
everyone (including the United States)
lived up to the protocol’s rules, and stuck
to it throughout the century, the change
would be almost immeasurable,
postponing warming for just six years in
2100.

Likewise, the economic models tell us
that the cost would be substantial — at
least $150 billion a year. In comparison,
the United Nations estimates that half that
amount could permanently solve all of the
world’s major problems: it could ensure
clean drinking water, sanitation, basic
health care, and education for every
single person in the world, now.

Global warming will mainly harm
developing countries, because they are
poorer and therefore more vulnerable to
the effects of climate change. However,
even the most pessimistic forecasts from
the UN project that by 2100 the average
person in developing countries will be
richer than the average person in
developed countries is now.

So early action on global warming is

Bjorn Lomborg

basically a costly way of
doing very little for much
richer people far in the
future. We need to ask
ourselves if this should,
in fact, be our first
priority.

Of course, in the best
of all worlds, we would
not need to prioritize. We
could do all good things.
We would have enough
resources to win the war
against  hunger, end
conflicts, stop
communicable diseases, provide clean
drinking water, broaden educational
access, and halt climate change. But we
don’t. So we have to ask the hard
question: if we can’t do it all, what should
we do first?

Some of the world’s top economists —
including four Nobel laureates -
answered this question at the Copenhagen
Consensus in 2004, listing all major
policies for improving the world
according to priority. They found that
dealing with HIV/AIDS, hunger, free
trade, and malaria were the world’s top
priorities. This was where we could do
the most good for our money.

On the other hand, the experts rated
immediate responses to climate change at
the bottom of the world’s priorities.
Indeed, the panel called these ventures —
including the Kyoto Protocol — “bad
projects,” simply because they cost more
than the good that they do.

The Copenhagen Consensus gives us
great hope because it shows us that there
are so many good things that we can do.
For $27 billion, we could prevent 28
million people from getting HIV. For $12
billion we could cut malaria cases by
more than a billion a year. Instead of
helping richer people inefficiently far into
the future, we can do immense good right
now.

This does not mean losing sight of the
need to tackle climate change. But the
Kyoto approach focuses on early cuts,
which are expensive and do little good.
Instead, we should be concentrating on
investments in making energy without
CO2 emissions viable for our
descendants. This would be much
cheaper and ultimately much more

effective in dealing with global warming.
The US and Britain have begun to tout
this message.

The parties in Montreal should rule out
more Kyoto-style immediate cuts, which
would be prohibitively expensive, do
little good, and cause many nations to
abandon the entire process. Rather, they
should suggest a treaty binding every
nation to spend, say, 0.1% of GDP on
research and development of non-carbon-
emitting energy technologies.

This approach would be five times
cheaper than Kyoto and many more times
cheaper than a Kyoto II. It would involve
all nations, with richer nations naturally
paying the larger share, and perhaps
developing nations being phased in. It
would let each country focus on its own
future vision of energy needs, whether
that means concentrating on renewable
sources, nuclear energy, fusion, carbon
storage, or searching for new and more
exotic opportunities.

Such a massive global research effort
would also have potentially huge
innovation spin-ofts. In the long run, such
actions are likely to make a much greater
impact on global warming than Kyoto-
style responses.

In a world with limited resources,
where we struggle to solve just some of
the challenges that we face, caring more
about some issues means caring less
about others. We have a moral obligation
to do the most good that we possibly can
with what we spend, so we must focus our
resources where we can accomplish the
most first.

By this standard, global warming
doesn’t come close. Rather than investing
hundreds of billions of dollars in short-
term, ineffective cuts in CO2 emissions,
we should be investing tens of billions in
research, leaving our children and
grandchildren with cheaper and cleaner
energy.

Bjorn Lomborg is the organizer of
Copenhagen ~ Consensus,  adjunct
professor at the Copenhagen Business
School, and author of Global Crises,
Global Solutions and The Skeptical
Environmentalist.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2005.
www.project-syndicate.org
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Who are the Invisible?

Millions of children navigate life with-
out protection from deliberate harm.
These children become invisible when
they suffer abuse and exploitation in hid-
den situations and go uncounted in statis-
tics. Even children we see every day can
become ‘invisible’ to us when they are
neglected or ignored.

Children without a formal identity
Birth registration

Children who are not registered at birth
are not counted in statistics or formally
recognized as members of society.
Without a formal identity, children may
not have access to essential services
including education, healthcare and social
security, and cannot protect themselves in
dangerous situations where they may not
be treated as children.

* Every year, 55 per cent of all births
in the developing world (excluding
China) go unregistered: over 50 million
children beginning life with no identity.

¢ In South Asia alone, 24 million chil-
dren are not registered at birth, the region
with the highest number of unregistered
births.

e In sub-Saharan Africa, 18 million
births are unregistered.

Children without parental care
Orphans

Children who suffer the death of their par-
ents are denied their first line of protec-
tion. Burdened by sudden responsibilities
or forced to fend for themselves, many
become less visible in their communities
because they drop out of school or fall
victim to exploitation.

* 143 million children in the develop-
ing world - 1 in every 13 - are orphans.

* More than 16 million children were
orphaned in 2003 alone.

e 15 million children have already
been orphaned by AIDS.

Children on the streets

Tens of millions of children
live on the streets in plain sight,
but paradoxically are among the
most invisible, their plight
ignored and their needs neglect- [$
ed. Street children are vulnerable
to all forms of exploitation and

The root causes of exclusmn
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Invisible children

Children in detention

There is scarce data on children who
are detained, but current estimates put the
figure at more than 1 million children
globally. Their access to healthcare, edu-
cation and protection is far from guaran-
teed. Many of these children are no
longer treated as children and suffer phys-
ical and sexual violence. UNICEF firmly
believes that detention should be a last
resort and only a temporary measure for
children.

Children prematurely in adult roles
Conflict

Hundreds of thousands of children are

Including children

caught up in armed conflict as combat-
ants, messengers, porters, cooks and sex
slaves for armed forces and groups.
While under the control of armed forces,
children are forced to participate in and
endure horrific atrocities. It is estimated
that over 250,000 children are currently
serving as child soldiers in armed con-
flicts worldwide.

Early marriage

Early marriage can put an end to all
education opportunities and is all too
often the gateway to a lifetime of domes-
tic and sexual subservience. It can also
lead to early death for young brides who
become pregnant prema-
turely: girls under 15 are
five times more likely to
die in childbirth than girls
in their twenties. Their
children are also less like-
ly to survive.

* 1inevery 3 girls in
the developing world is
married before 18.

e In the poorest coun-
tries, the ratio rises to 1 in
every 2 girls.

Hazardous labour
|  An estimated 171 mil-
lion children — of which 73
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million are under 10 years
old — are working in haz-
ardous situations or conditions, including
work with chemicals and pesticides in
agriculture, with dangerous machinery or
in mines. These children face serious
risks of injury, illness and death, and
many are missing out on education.

Children who are exploited
Trafficking

Children who are trafficked disappear
into underground and illegal worlds, most
often forced into commercial sex work,
hazardous labour or domestic service.
They are almost entirely invisible in sta-
tistics. The best available estimate is that
1.2 million children are trafficked every
year.

Forced labour

An estimated 8.4 million children work
under horrific circumstances: forced into
debt bondage or other forms of slavery,
prostitution, pornography, armed conflict
or other illicit activities. Forced labour is
largely a hidden problem, with little offi-
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Worklng together for chlldren

cial data or public awareness on its nature
or extent.

Domestic service

It is likely that millions of children toil
in private homes but the hidden nature of
this work makes a reliable figure impossi-
ble to obtain. Children who are exploited
in domestic service are among the most
invisible child labourers. Many are
banned entirely from going to school, suf-
fer physical abuse and are underfed or
overworked.

The State of the World’s Children is
UNICEF’s annual flagship publication. It
is the most comprehensive survey of
global trends affecting children and pro-
vides the most thorough almanac of up-
to-date statistical data on children. Data
tables from the report are fully searchable
at www.unicef.org/sowc06

This year the launch of The State of the
World’s Children officially kicks off
UNICEF’s 60th anniversary. UNICEEF is
the world’s leader for children, working
on the ground in 157 countries to help
children survive and thrive, from early
childhood through adolescence.
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Report by: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

o the shadows of darkness

God said: “let there be

light”. And so, the creation

was blessed with the abili-

ty to see and discover.
With time, blinded by selfishness and
greed, man ignored this blessing and
darkness overwhelmed in spite of the
light. Yet like there is universal evil,
there is universal good represented by
the people and organizations that have
taken it upon their shoulders to make
this world a better place.

This time the hope is dedicated
towards children. Not just any children
but the excluded and the invisible ones.
UNICEF highlights this hope through
“The State of the World’s Children
2006: Excluded and Invisible”. This
report, which was launched around the

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

orking together for children

world last week, explores the causes of
exclusion and the abuses children
experience, and calls on all concerned
people to take up serious measures in
order to improve the situation.

According to UNICEF, millions of
children disappear from view when
trafficked or forced to work in domes-
tic servitude. Other children, such as
street children, live in plain sight but
are excluded from fundamental servic-
es and protections. Not only do these
children endure abuse, most are shut
out from school, healthcare and other
vital services they need to grow and
thrive. Without focused attention, mil-
lions of children will remain trapped
and forgotten in childhoods of neglect
and abuse, with devastating conse-
quences for their long-term well-being
and the development of nations. The
report argues that any soci-
¥ ety with an interest in the
A | welfare of its children and
its own future must not
" allow this to happen.

|| Children and the MDGs

.~ Meeting the Millennium
| Development Goals
(MDGs) and the broader
aims of the Millennium
Declaration would trans-
form the lives of millions
of children, who would be
spared illness and prema-
ture death, escape extreme
poverty and malnutrition,
gain access to safe water
and decent sanitation facil-
__ ities and complete primary
- schooling. Though some
# regions and countries have
| fallen behind on the goals,
they can still be met. The
Member States of the
United Nations are com-
mitted to meeting the
MDGs and have coalesced

S, sl

> ::.‘f- B © o

“The State of the World’s Children 2006: Excluded and Invisible”

around a set of key initiatives
to accelerate  progress.
Putting these initiatives into
practice  will demand
renewed commitment to the
Millennium agenda and addi-
tional resources. It will also
require a much stronger focus
on reaching those children
currently
essential services and denied
protection and participation.

Unless manymore of these
children are reached, several
of the MDGs — particularly

the goal on uniVel‘Sal primal’y Source: UNICEF calculations based on data from United Nations Population Division.
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education — will simply not
be met on time or in full. The children
who are hardest to reach include those
living in the poorest countries and most
deprived communities within coun-
tries, and those facing discrimination
on the basis of gender, ethnicity, dis-
ability or belonging to an indigenous
group; children caught up in armed
conflict or affected by HIV/AIDS; and
children who lack a formal identity,
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who suffer child protection abuses or
who are not treated as children.

These children, the factors that
exclude them and make them invisible,
and the actions that those responsible
for their well-being must take to safe-
guard and include them are the focus of
The State of the World’s Children
2006.

Read more on page 14
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