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Journalists reject the bill

While IMF writes off
debts Yemen awaits its turn

SAADA, Dec. 25 — Armed confronta-
tions between security forces and some
members of the “Faithful Youth” group
left many people killed and others
wounded on both sides, media sources
quoted security sources, as well as tribal
sources in the northern province of Saada. 

The same sources said on Saturday that
an armed group of fifty people attacked
the Police Station in Al-Ghail District,
leaving a number of people dead and sev-
eral wounded on both sides.

The sources also added that the securi-
ty authorities distributed at the beginning
of the week a general note to all police
stations in the province of Saada, asking
for information about a person named
“Abdullah Al-Nims”, who is accused of
leading a cell of less than fifty people
which resides “Ham” Mountain - a 12 km
northeast of Saada. 

Military sources told the media last
Thursday that Al-Houthi supporters, who
have been entrenched since Dec. 18 in
Mahdida Mountain (east of Suq Al-Talh)
fired rockets, which fell down in different
parts of Suq Al-Talh, but no human casu-
alties were reported. One of the rockets
fell down in a car showroom, owned by a

Saada local, damaging around fifteen
cars. 

The same sources clarified that Al-
Houthi supporters have attempted to
attack a military site that was recently
established in Ghamman Mountain, near
the Arms Market and Mahdida Mountain,
dominated by Al-Houthi followers. None
of the rockets reached the military site. It
is worth mentioning that military site was
established in order to blockade Al-
Houthi supporters entrenched in Mahdida
Mountain. 

Continued on page 3

The result of the Global Campaign Against Poverty (GCAP) has
proved the campaign a success as the International Monetary
Fund’s executive board on Wednesday agreed to write off $3.3 bil-
lion owed to it by 19 of the world’s poorest countries. Certain crite-
ria were required to be fulfilled by the poor countries before the
IMF cancels the debts. The write off of Mauritania’s debt, being the
20th country yet to be forgiven, is withheld until it makes “satisfac-
tory progress in a few policy areas”. The situation with Yemen is not
any better, in fact according to international economic reports the
Yemeni government has a long way to go before its economic reform
policies are  taken seriously.

By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Dec. 24 — “This is an his-
toric moment, which will allow these
countries to increase spending in priority

areas to reduce poverty, promote growth,”
IMF Managing Director Rodrigo Rato
said in the IMF press statement confirm-
ing the cancellation of debts.

Continued on page 3

By: Amel Al-Ariqi
& Mohammed Binsallam

SANA’A, Dec. 22 — Yemeni journal-
ists unanimously rejected the press law
draft proposed earlier by the Ministry of
Information and now presented to the
Shoura Council.  The journalists in their
assembly at the Yemeni Journalist
Syndicate (YJS) last Thursday described
the bill as “a new infraction to the free-
dom of speech or freedom of the press”.

This rejection was announced after the
long discussion of the bill at the YJS as
a follow-up to the press law progress.
They expressed their resentment to what
they considered a gross attempt to
impose more restraints on press. They
also criticized the bill, which had been
drafted by the government without jour-
nalists’contribution. They demanded the
syndicate to raise a memo to the
Consultative Council in which they
explained their point of view of the bill.

Hafez Albukari, previous general sec-
retary of YJS, described the bill as a
shock since, according to Albukari, it
exposed the false claims that the draft
law promotes press freedom. “ We can
not deal with such law and we can not
put our comments or remarks on this
draft because it contained only expansi-
ble expressions and more limits. The
only comment we can make is the rejec-
tion.” He said.

Continued on page 3

Since the declaration of the new press law draft by the Ministry of Information earlier this

year and the Yemeni journalists are seeing red.  Not only was the draft formed without any

consultation with the journalists or representative bodies such as the Syndicate, the draft is a

clear violation of freedom of press. The lobbying and campaigning the journalists have been

conducting to exercise pressure on the Ministry proved in vain. Two steps left before the

journalists’ nightmare becomes reality: the approval of the Shoura Council (which is elected

by the government) and the ratification of the Parliament. Today the draft is within the Shoura

Council’s hands and the journalists are losing hope.

Journalists gathering in the Journalist Syndicate. PHOTO BY FOUAD AL-HARAZI

Al-Houthi pleas for
help as clashes renew



SANA’A, Dec. 24 – A spokesman of
the Ministry of Interior announced
Saturday the release of the two Austrian
tourists, who were kidnapped last
Tuesday in Marib governorate. Saba
News agency affirmed that the hostages
were released on Tuesday December 20
by three young men from Al Hateek
area, which is part of Abida tribe in
Marib.   The released tourists are the
Archaeology Professor Peter Schurs
52, from Vienna, and his friend the
Architecture Barbara Meisterhofer
21,from Austria.

The kidnappers told the mediators
that ‘they resorted to kidnapping
because they failed to convince the
security authorities to release their rela-
tives and refer them to judiciary. Their

detained relatives are Mohamed Saeed
Hassan Jameel, Abdulazeez Saeed
Jardan and Ali Bin Ali Doha.

They added that they have released
the kidnapped pair, after they highlight-
ed their detainee’s case. They say that
they succeeded to convey a message to
the political leadership. They think that
now the media and human rights organ-
izations know that the arrest of their
relatives is a clear ignorance of human
rights.

The kidnappers abducted the two
tourists from old Marib town north east
of Sana’a. They wanted to put pressure
on security to release three of their rel-
atives, who were arrested upon their
arrival from Syria, a year ago. Security
authorities claim the three detainees

have been accused of fighting the US-
led coalition in the Iraqi territories.
They also accuse them of having con-
nection with one of the organizations
facilitating the transportation of
Yemeni fighters to Iraq. 

However, relatives of the detainees
deny these allegations and insist that
the three young men went to Syria for
medical treatment. They demand that
their sons should be referred to judici-
ary, which security authorities refuse to
do. 

Security sources confirmed that the
tourists were released at 03.00 A.M.
Saturday, and they were in good health.
They headed to one of Marib hotels,
after being handed over by tribal men
to the house of the Governor of Marib,
Mr. Abdulla Alnassi.

It is worth saying that the Austrian
foreign Ministry had made a committee
of crisis and emergency to follow up
their citizen’s case. Consequently the
Austrian ambassador in Jordan arrived
Sana’a on Friday. Another delegate
came form the foreign Ministry in
Vienna, in addition to an interior
Ministry delegate. They meant to fol-
low the developments in cooperation
with the Austrian Consulate in Sana’a.

Kidnapping cases had stopped for
sometime but they have now resumed.

The latest kidnapping case was about a
month ago in Marib. The kidnapped, a
Swiss and his wife were released based
to tribal mediation. The kidnapper was
also demanding the release of his broth-
er detained in similar circumstances.

SANA’A, Dec. 23 — “It’s a long

way but we have crossed the first mile”

This was how Dr. Abdu Bakr Al-Qirbi

Yemeni Minister of Foreign Affairs

concluded his statement to the Yemen

Times with regards to Yemen’s joining

the GCC. The discussions of the 26th

Gulf Summit concluded last week,

prove optimistic as stated by Dr. Al-

Qirbi. Yemen has presented an

economic reform project to the summit

with which the Yemeni government

hopes to enhance its national economy.

Three areas were of specific concern:

economic enhancement, establishment

of an economic support fund for

Yemen and the agreement on

compensation in case of establishing

free trade areas in the region. Having

free trade zones in the area including in

Yemen might harm some of the

national products that are not able to

compete in the regional and

international market. This is why the

compensation in such event is being

considered. A common committee

made from representatives of both

Yemen and the GCC would supervise

the Fund dedicated for Yemen. “The

decision to support Yemen is

confirmed, now we are preparing for

the Gulf development Funds visit to

Yemen to discuss the details.” Dr. Al-

Qirbi told the Yemen Times.

The 26th Gulf Summit (18-20

December 2005) was conducted in

Abu Dhabi and headed by the  Sheikh

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

President of the United Arab Emirates.

The summit was named the '' Fahd

Summit'' in memory of Late  King

Fahd of KSA and was attended by

King Hamad Bin Issa Bin Salman Al

Khalifa of Bahrain, King Abdullah Bin

Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia, Sultan

Qaboos Bin Saeed of Oman, Sheikh

Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani of Qatar

and Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh

Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah.

The summit, which coincides with the

GCC silver jubilee, is widely seen as

setting the stage for a new era of co-

operation in the history of the six-

member organization. The agenda of

the summit included the current

situation in Iraq and Palestine, GCC

relation with Iran, continued Iranian

occupation of the UAE isles of Abu

Moussa, Greater and Lesser Tunb,

progress on war against terror, means

of making the GCC and the Middle

Eastern region a nuke-free zone in

addition to the latest development on

the Syrian-Lebanese relations. The

summit also discussed issues that

include economic integration, common

GCC market, which is expected by

2007, monetary union, expected single

currency by 2010, water network,

GCC railway scheme, single identity,

demographic structure and social

insurance. Fahd Summit reviewed the

extent of implementation of the GCC

Supreme Council resolutions on

education, military and security co-

operation. It also touched on the

progress being made on the

negotiations between the GCC states

and international groups on the

establishment of free trade zones.

Concerning Yemen, the summit

discussed further details of Yemen

joining the GCC especially that the

22nd Summit in Muscat had approved

Yemen’s integration to a number of

affiliated bodies which are the

Education, Health, Labour and Social

Affairs and Sports Offices. 

SANA’A, Dec. 25 – The production of

Yemeni honey is rated at an annual total

of 1706 tons as reported by the Ministry

of Agriculture in its latest report.

Seventeen percent of the quantity pro-

duced is exported to neighboring and

foreign countries generating an income

of $ 9 million. The same statistics of the

Ministry of Agriculture indicated that the

number of grown beehives exceeded a

million in Yemen. This is considered a

significant increase and proves as eco-

nomic investment potential.

Spokesperson of the Ministry of

Agriculture told the media recently that

the Ministry is considering investing in

the honey sector, among the five strate-

gic crops to support in the coming devel-

opment plans. 

The Taiz based honeybee develop-

ment project which was established in

1993 through German funding, is now

being considered strategically as poten-

tial national economic project. Muqbil

Naser Al-Bahr, General Manager of the

project, in a press statement explained

that the project, in cooperation with the

beekeepers and ‘IDAS’ had carried out

253, long and short training courses for

more than 4037 beekeepers from differ-

ent parts of the country. Moreover, 4260

field and office visits were made to 3800

beneficiaries in light of this training pro-

gram and eighty-three field surveys were

conducted regarding 539 beekeepers. 

More interesting is that the honey sec-

tor is encouraged to create its own asso-

ciations and networks. This would be

considered as a significant step in pro-

fessional this industry and including it in

the organized sector of the national econ-

omy. The creation of such associations as

mentioned by the beekeepers would

assist in marketing their products and

beekeeping tools. In addition, a database

of the beekeeping industry and relevant

information will be created during the

project implementation.

SANAA, 21 Dec 2005- Leaders of

the Sana'a Assembly for Cooperation

(SAC) are going to meat on Wednesday

in Aden from 28/12/2005 to

29/12/2005. The Assembly will be

headed by the president Ali Abdullah

Saleh along with a participation the

Sudanese president Omer AL-Basher,

Ethiopian Prim Minster Meles Zenawi

and the Somali  president Abdullah

Yousif Ahmed.

Foreign Minister Dr. Abu Bakr al-

Qirbi told the mass media that Sana'a

Assembly for Cooperation will focus

on security cooperation among con-

cerned countries of the African Horn,

Southern Red Sea and Aden Gulf.

Furthermore; the Sana'a Assembly for

Cooperation will discuss a cooperation

opportunities with the international

community to combat terrorism and the

protection of international nautical in

Red Sea and Aden Gulf. The SAC will

also discuss issues of security, develop-

ment, peace, and economic integration

regarding exporting sheep and cattle to

Yemen and commercial market among

Sana'a Gathering Countries.

Al-Qirbi points out that the SAC will

call for more efforts to realize peace in

Sudan and Somalia. It is worth mention

that Sudan has made a progress in

peace talks with the Sudan Liberation

Movement in Naivasha, Kenya, and

with Darfur. Moreover, the SAC will

discuss what Gulf Countries Council

can subsidize and restructure security

in Somalia an Sudan. During the

Assembly there will be invitation for

expanding the membership.
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Readersʼ Voice
Yemen Times features  “Readersʼ

Voice” a popular way for our
readers to interact with us. This is
your opportunity to have a say on
world and local affairs. 

This editionʼs question:

Last editionʼs question:
The state is almost decaying out
because of corruption. Do you
think that the resolutions of the
seventh conference of the ruling
party will help fighting corrup-
tion?
No  76%
Yes  15%

I don't know 9%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll 

and have your voice heard!

Journalists insist on refusing
the press law. Do you think that
the government will enforce its
law?
Yes
No
I donʼt know

A glass half full

Honey industry gains higher dimensions

Yemen heads African Horn Assembly

When abduction means power

SANA’A, Dec. 25— The 7th anti-

polio campaign was launched Sunday 

all over Yemen. The campaign aims

to vaccinate around four million chil-

dren who are under five years old.

Over 40,000 health workers and vol-

unteers are involved in this campaign,

supplied with 9,000 vehicles in order

to reach remote and mountainous

areas. Around 5 million and 1200

thousands vaccination dosages for the

campaign have been distributed

throughout health utilities. 

The Ministry of Public Health and

Population organized the campaign in

cooperation with World Health

Organization (WHO) and UNICEF.

Anti-polio campaigns are run in order

to further continue the efforts of curb-

ing the spread of polio in Yemen. This

campaign is considered the last one

for 2005. During 12- 14 November

this year, the Ministry of Public

Health and Population organized an

earlier campaign against polio.

Around four million children under

five years of age were vaccinated dur-

ing that campaign.

7th anti-polio 
campaign launched

Dr. Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi Yemeni
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Occasionally we hear of clashes between Yemeni forces and

some powerful Yemeni tribes. These tribes resort to violence

whenever they find it the possible way to defend their rights or

serve their interests. They sometimes resort to kidnapping

tourists as means for exercising pressure on the government.

Considering the complicated tribal system in Yemen and that

most tribes are fully armed, the government generally yields

and surrenders to the tribes demands. Encouraging by this, the

on going abduction making certain areas in Yemen a “not so

friendly” place for tourists.

Yemen has been trying to be

integrated in the Gulf

Cooperation Council (GCC)

since its establishment almost

25 years ago. In spite of the

many economic and political

challenges the country is facing

today, especially with the

conclusion of the 26th Gulf

Summit in Abu Dhabi it seems

Yemen is getting a step closer.

SANA’A, Dec. 25 – Cotton farmers in
Hudeidah province appealed to the
President last Thursday to instruct con-
cerned governmental bodies to compen-
sate the farmers for what they lost this
season. The appeal came after the
Ministry of Agriculture and the General
Authority for Textile and Weaving
backed out from their commitment to
grant loans the farmers in support for
their cotton plantation expansion. 

In their petition, signed by 120 farmers
from 25 agricultural societies in
Hudeidah, the farmers said they were
informed of the president’s directions to
expand cotton plantation in 2004- 05 sea-
sons. They said they aimed at achieving a
high rate of productivity this season but
insecticides spread in their farms
destroyed the crops.  A vast area was
destroyed because of these bad insecti-
cides making the 2005 product less than
the planed rate by far. 

The farmers added that they contacted
the Ministry of Agriculture to investigate
and hold officials who deliberately
ignored the crises.  They met with the
Minister of Agriculture, who promised to
make up for the damages. The Minister
proposed ten Yemeni Riyals (amounting

six US cents) per kilo of cotton, but such
promises have gone awry. 

The farmers have shown concern over
the government’s disavowal after it had
lifted subsidies on fuel products, which
led to the exhaustion of their possessions.
They have sold their cattle and other pos-
sessions because the General Authority
for Textile and Weaving did not give
them more than one loan. They demand-
ed the provision of irrigation network to
save more water for farming and request-
ed the government to keep its pledges for
raising the cotton prices and deal with
their debts. The Hudeidah farmers con-
firmed that the season of cotton planta-
tion has started with vast areas being cul-
tivated and these areas depend on well
water.

Consequent to their deteriorating con-
ditions, many farmers were compelled to
abandon their farms. They feared of
deliberate ignorance by the concerned
authorities, which led to the season’s
losses. Thousands of families depend
mainly on the outcome of this season.
The farmers said the government’s igno-
rance would create agricultural disorder,
increase desertification and lead to clo-
sure of cotton spinning shops.

Cotton farmers clamor 
for compensation

Honey industry thriving in Yemen. Photo by Majid Al-Saqqaf

LE III [E] ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT.

MILITARY LIAISON SECTION

BRITISH EMBASSY SANA’A

The British Embassy is recruiting an Administrative Assistant 

/personal Assistant to work with the Military Liaison officer. An 

expatriate British Citizen who has recently left the United Kingdom 

would be preferable, although other nationalities who have recently 

resided in the United Kingdom will be considered.

Duties will be:

Monitoring and accounting for project expenditure.

Initiating and tracking official correspondence.

Assisting in internal stockchecks and audits.

Diarykeeping.

Organization and facilitayion of travel within and outside the Region.

Other administrative tasks.

Essential skills / attributes:

Fluency written and spoken English.

Strong numeracy skills.

High Proficiency in Microsoft Word and Excel.

Preparedness to occasionally work outside normal working hours.

Ability to work in high pressured environment - a good sense of 

humour.

Ability to self-drive in Sana’a.

Desireable skills  / attributes:

Knowledge of Arabic.

Knowledge of others software packages [e.g. Access].

Please send a CV and a hand written covering letter in English 

explaining why you would be suited to the job to the 2 Sec Military 

Liaison Officer, British Embassy, Haddah Street, PO Box 1287, 

Sana’a or by e-mail to: mlasanaa@fco.gov.uk The closing date for 

applications is two weeks from posting this advertisement.

BRITISH EMBASSY 

SANA’A

VACANCY 
Department for Work and Pensions

Office Assistant/Translator/Interpreter

Atemporary post is now available in the British Embassy, 

Department for Work and Pensions for an Office Assistant/ 

Translator/ Interpreter for the month of February 2006.

The post involves:

1. Accurate interpretation between the international Pension 

Service Officer and claimants from English to Arabic and vice 

versa during interviews.

2. Translate enquiries received ether in person or by telephone and 

providing basic information to customers.

3. Translate Arabic documents provided for identity purposes into 

English. 

4. Completion of forms in English.

5. To perform general office duties as is deemed reasonable by 

the international Pension Service Officer such as photocopying, 

scanning, faxing or  opening/ sending of mail etc.

It is essentail that applicants have working experience in 

interpreting/ translating and are fluent in both written and verbal 

Arabic and English.

Please send your CV addressed for the attention of the 

International Pension Service Officer, British Embassy, Haddah 

Road, PO Box 1287, Sana’a.

The deadline for applications is 10 January 2006.



By: Mohammed Al-Jabri

SANA’A, Dec. 22 – The BBC Election
Reporting Project, in cooperation with
Civic Democratic Initiatives Support
Foundation, concluded Thursday a two-
week training program for journalists and
editors. Participants in the training are
from Saba news agency, Al-Thawra
newspaper, Sana’a Radio Station, and
Yemen TV. This training is one of a series
of training projects that come underneath
the The BBC Election Reporting Project. 

Ms. Juliette Harkin, project manager,
said the training programs aim to build the
skills of journalists, editors, and managers
to improve the media’s coverage of the
coming elections. It also aims to make the
election coverage more interesting and
attractive for the public. “Progress will be
measured through content analysis
before, during and after the training,”
added Ms. Juliette

The trainees welcomed the new tech-
niques of election coverage, describing

them as a real step towards democracy.
They expressed their willingness to apply
those techniques in the coming elections.
Mr. Bakr Al-Dabiani, a trainee from
Sana’a Radio Station, said trainees have
learnt much during the training programs
and have come to learn about election
coverage in an objective, accurate and
neutral way.

Mr. Ali Al-Ajri, another trainee, said
trainees were given practical exercises on
preparing field reports, public opinion
reports and personal interviews. Another
trainee said previous election coverings
were used as propaganda. 

In a statement to the Yemen Times, Ms.
Juliette Harkin, said the The BBC
Reporting Project seeks to offer training
and professional development opportuni-
ties to journalists to improve their skills in
the next presidential and local elections.
This will be achieved through a series of
workshops to be held in Sana’a and Aden
with the participation of leading media
organizations. She added that BBC Trust

expects to train around 150 media profes-
sionals, journalists, as well as to train at
least 15 Yemenis in the theory of training
so they can continue to be used as a
source for training of other journalists in
Yemen.

There were around 60 trainees from
Saba news agency, Al-Thawra
Newspaper, Sana’a Radio Station and
Yemen Satellite Television. They were
given lectures on the principles of jour-
nalism, ethics and safety of journalism,
and the role of media in reporting elec-
tions. Trainees were divided into three
groups and received practical training.
The first group was given practical train-
ings in the Al-Thawra Newspaper. The
second group was trained in Saba news
agency, where trainees were given lec-
tures on the styles, collecting and editing
news items. The third group aimed to
train journalists and editors from Sana’a
Radio and Television Establishment, and
the lectures focused on editing and writ-

ing news to be broadcast on television and
radio.

Towards the end of the training,
trainees expressed their gratitude for the
trainers from the BBC World Service
Trust. They wished they would be able to
apply what they have learnt in the coming
presidential and local elections. Some
trainees said it is the age of democracy
and all parties should participate in report-
ing and covering the functions of the
coming elections.

The BBC World Service Trust works
with people in developing and transition-
al countries to improve the quality of their
lives through the innovative use of the
media. Ms. Juliette Harkin stated that the
BBC World Service Trust Reporting
Project in Yemen is funded by the British
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. This
project is supporting journalists in the
training professional skills in the Arab
World, particularly in Yemen during elec-
tions. 
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� Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school

� Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers

� Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages

� Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports

� Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students

� Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

� Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

� Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area

� Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

� School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)

� Arabic program from 12:00 noon – 2:30 p.m.
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PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARSPROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARS

Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.

Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.

Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,

table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.

Main CampusMain CampusMain CampusMain Campus

SIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-SchoolSIS Pre-School
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Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)

Member Member Member Member of Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools Internationalof Quality Schools International
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Media trained on election coverage
Media in Yemen mostly follows unprofessional techniques
when covering elections. News bulletins are not interest-
ing enough to draw people’s attention; the voice of oppo-
sition and public opinion is hardly heard in election cov-
erage. For that reason, the BBC World Service Trust is
currently working on a long terms program for training
journalists from several media institutions to help them
improve their professional skills in preparation for the
coming Presidential and local elections.

Trainees listening to Ms. Julia Paul, Senior Trainer.

Albukari insisted on the journalists

demand to redraft a new bill involving

journalists, experts in press and law

experts. “We have also to pay attention to

the studies, opinions and experiences that

offered by international experts in this

regard. We held many distinguished

workshops in which there were many

working papers of specialized and neu-

tral experts in media from USA, but

those opinions have not been taken in

consideration,” he added.

Through the discussion, some journal-

ists offered a proposal, which was

approved by the rest of the attended jour-

nalists and became a draft that they

demanded to be sent to the Consultative

Council.

The draft includes what they called”

the main required definitions that must

be taken in consideration in any bill of

press”. In the basis of the draft any press

code must be in line with the internation-

al standards and conventions Yemen has

ratified such as the Sana’a convention in

1996. The journalists aim through the

draft to remove the limitation of media

ownership, giving the right to own media

instruments particularly audiovisual

means (radio and TV) to individuals and

institutions. The draft also mentioned the

importance of providing the reports with

information, protection. Journalists

demanded also the end of practices

against media persons such whether

detention, closure of newspapers, or any

other kind of assault. The draft also

referred to the importance of improving

the economic state of the journalists. 

Hamud Munser, Al-Arabiya corre-

spondent and one of the journalists, who

formed the draft, said to Yemen Times

that what they recommend is not an alter-

native to the bill. They are basic princi-

ples that should have been included in

the legislations of the press law. “We

want to be partners with the government

and the civil society organizations in

developing a press code which promotes

freedom of the press. One which is con-

sidered a manifestation of democracy in

the country and an important means to

expose corruption” he said.

Mahbob Ali, head of the Syndicate,

confirmed that the government created

the press code draft and sent it to the

Shoura Council. The latter in return sent

it to the syndicate asking the journalists

to comments on the bill. “However, I will

still send a memo, on behalf of the

Syndicate, to the Shoura council telling

them that the journalists refused unani-

mously the whole bill” he said.       

Last Wednesday the Yemeni journal-

ists in a similar congregation came up

with six main flaws or demands in cur-

rent draft proposed by the Ministry:

- The law should observe the interna-

tional charters, which Yemen has signed

in addition to Sana’a declaration.

- The right of individuals to own audio

and visual media. 

- To cancel all restrictions on media

and confine to a journalist code of ethics.

- Judiciary is to be the only reference

in publication conflicts, and to cancel

journalist’s detention, closure of press

and the fines on journalists are not to

exceed 50% of their salaries

- Sponsorship over media is to be

transferred to a high journalism council,

under the supervision of the Shoura

Council. It should contain all the civil

society organizations in order to change

journalism into a national information

body, which 51% of it is owned by the

government and 49% left for the estab-

lishment employees’ subscriptions.

- The law should oblige the publishers

and owners to furnish a minimum salary

of $150 to their journalists. 

Several international experts and

organizations had expressed fears over

the law, because it contradicts the inter-

national standards of rights of expres-

sion, imposes many restrictions on he

license, registration and publication

approval.  They described it as obstruc-

tion to journalistic activity.

According to Article 19 Organization’s

comment on the draft, there is no reason

why it should contain any restrictions on

the press.

A report of two American experts sees

that the project ‘imposes pre publication

restrictions.’ In this law ‘ A journalist is

often under focus of skepticism, while

the government has a wide choice of

different types of punishments.’

The report also recommended the

amendment of other laws, which allow

journalists’ detention, and to cancel all

sorts of press sponsorship. It regarded

oppression of press freedom as oppres-

sion to the liberty of individuals. The

report found that the need to discuss a

press law is an offensive deed in itself.

According to activists and journalists,

the American and Article 19 reports,

entirely wiped out the press law. They

considered the notices which they put an

honor because it is in conformity with

human rights, democracy and modern

life. The improvement of the law in their

view will be a disaster, not to the journal-

ists but to the whole Yemeni community.

Continued from page 1

Journalists reject the bill While IMF writes off debts Yemen awaits its turn
Twenty of the poorest countries in the

world Poor countries should receive IMF
debt relief by early 2006 according to the
IMF memo issued last week.
Development activists had feared earlier
this month that the IMF would back-out
from its commitment and so they staged
a rally outside the IMF Washington head-
quarters last week. Of course they have
nothing to worry about now that the deci-
sion is confirmed. The final step is to
obtain the approval of 43 of the world’s
most rich countries, so far 37 countries
have approved and the remaining six
consents are thought to be on their way.
This step would trigger the other mone-
tary organisations such as the World
Bank and African Development Bank,
whose debts were also written off under
the G8 deal to follow suit. 

On the local level, Yemen is still strug-
gling to get on the good books of the
international monetary organisations
such as the IMF and the World Bank.
With the decline in the latter’s aid to
Yemen it seems the job is even getting
harder. The financial reports of the IMF
Executive Directors issued on the 23rd of
May this year considered that Yemen is at
a crucial crossroads, facing the long-term
challenges arising from the expected
rapid decline in oil production. While
noting the slow pace of reform in recent
years, Directors welcomed the authori-
ties’ plans to develop a comprehensive
strategy aimed at promoting growth and
diversifying the productive base. They
also welcomed the authorities’ renewed
efforts to mobilize public support for
reforms-including through a public infor-
mation campaign-and to make the reform
package part of the 2005 budget.
Directors underscored the importance of
strengthening fiscal adjustment and
deepening structural reforms to ensure
fiscal and external sustainability, with
macroeconomic policies guided by long-
term considerations, as well as to
strengthen the non-oil sector. The rapid
decline in oil production poses serious
long-term economic challenges for
Yemen. The authorities have carried out a
public information campaign to highlight
the risks of inaction and to facilitate the
political and public acceptance of reform
measures, some of which are now part of
the 2005 budget. 

The IMF financial indicators report on
14th March 2005 indicated that econom-
ic growth slowed in 2004 due to a sharp
contraction in the oil sector. Oil produc-
tion declined by 5.9 percent, reflecting
diminishing recovery from aging large
oil fields as well as the absence of signif-
icant new discoveries. Given the slow-
down in oil production, real GDP growth
is estimated to have declined to 2.7 per-
cent in 2004 compared with 3.1 percent
in 2003. Non-oil GDP growth is estimat-
ed to have reached 4.1 percent in 2004,
supported by stronger activity in the con-
struction, transportation, and trade sec-
tors, and fuelled by domestic demand
stemming from continued fiscal expan-
sion and higher public sector wages. The
end-year core CPI inflation (excluding
qat) increased from 12.1 percent in 2003
to 14.5 percent in 2004, owing largely to
expansionary fiscal and monetary poli-

cies, as well as higher food prices caused
by adverse weather conditions. The nom-
inal exchange rate remained stable vis-à-
vis the U.S. dollar in 2004, and the real
effective exchange rate appreciated by
3.5 percent over the 11 months ending
November 2004.

In its 2004 report on Yemen, the
Country Commercial Guide (CCG) pre-
sented a comprehensive look at the
Republic of Yemen’s commercial envi-
ronment using economic, political, and
market analysis. The 2004 report stated
that the country still has an inefficient,
overstaffed, and often-corrupt bureaucra-
cy that must be streamlined, appropriate-
ly compensated and adequately trained.
The government needs to take action to

stem a current annual population growth
of 3.5% that is consuming scarce renew-
able water resources at 140-150% of
recharge rate. It must create a transparent
legal environment that can objectively
and independently resolve disputes, and
a sound financial market. Finally, the
government must also find a way to
extend its authority appropriately
throughout the entire country. Handling
these issues will require a deft political
touch. The tolerance level of Yemen’s
public for further economic hardship
brought by reform is wearing thin.

For more information on the Global
Campaign Against Poverty and Yemen’s
involvement refer to Yemen Times article
on 30th June 2005.

وظيفه شاغره

 شركه تعمل في مجال الشحن و النقل الدولي و ترغب في تعيين  [موظف / موظفه]
بوظيفة مسؤل تسويق و مبيعات و ذلك بالشروط التاليه:

١-  اجادة اللغه الانجليزيه كتابة و تحدثا
٢- الالمام التام باستخدام برامج الورود و الوندوز
٣- خبره في مجال الشحن و النقل [ليس الزامي]

٤- لايزيد العمر عن ٣٥ سنه
٥- ان يكون لبق و حسن المظهر و لديه مهارات اقناع الاخرين

 من يجد في نفسه الكفاءه و الرغبه حسب الشروط الموضحه اعلاه يرجى ارسال
 السيره الذاتيه على الفاكس ٥٠٣٩٢٥ صنعاء، عناية مدير الموارد البشريه.  سوف

يكون الراتب و المميزات حسب الخبره

JOB VACANCY

A Company who works in field of international Shipping, 

Transportation & Logistics is seeking for staff [Male/Female] 

to work as Sales & Marketing Representative with below 

conditions:

1- Fluent in English Language.

2- Familiar with words & Windows.

3- Experience in field of Shipping & Logistics [Not Must].

4- Age not to be more than 35 years.

5- Should be respresentative, smart & have skills of 

negotiations. 

The candidates who fell that he is capable to handle this job 

to send his CV to fax# 503925 Sana’a, attention of Human 

resources Manager. The Salary & other benefits will be 

according to the candidates experience.

For his part, Yahya Badriddin Al-
Houthi, an MP representing the ruling
party who is currently residing in
Germany, sent last Friday a letter of
relief to UN General Assembly the UN
Secretary General, the Islamic
Conference Organization, the Arab
League, the European Union and all the
media and human rights organizations. 

In his letter, a copy of which was
obtained by the Yemen Times, Yahya Al-
Houthi said: “through this letter we con-
vey to you the screams of your brothers
in the Yemeni prisons, particularly those
detained in Saada prisons. We would
like to inform you of the torture,
killings, abuses and all kinds of mal-
treatment the prisoners are subjected
to.”

He concluded his letter by saying,
“We hope to see humanitarian reactions
from you and expect you to do what you
think is suitable towards such malprac-
tices that contradict all values, traditions
and international conventions. 

On the 31st of last October, Yahya Al-
Houthi urged the concerned internation-
al organizations to shoulder the respon-
sibility and investigate all kinds of abus-
es and torture against Al-Houthi sup-

porters. 
In his emailed letter, a copy of which

was obtained by the Yemen Times, Al-
Houthi mentioned that the political secu-
rity apparatuses have practiced severe
torture against three of the detainees,
who since then have become paralyzed.
The letter claimed: “the policy of torture
against prisoners was practiced deliber-
ately.”

He also added: “the political security
in the capital recently freed three of our
tribesmen who were arrested before
2004 war in Saada. They were released
paralyzed because of torture.” Yahya Al-
Houthi pointed out that the victims had
become psychologically ill although
they were young and healthy at the time
of their arrest. The freed prisoners were
named as Abdullatif Ahmad Al-
Murtadha, 25 (from Al-Talh District),
Lutfallah Dhafer Al-Saifi, 27, and Ali
Murghem. Al-Houthi’s letter, however,
did not indicate the time of their release.

Yahya Al-Houthi has also mentioned
in his letter other names of those been
tortured. They were Ahmad Hajar (who
claimed that he was tortured by the
political police until he became para-
lyzed), Abdulaziz Al-Najdi (who was

partially paralyzed in the Sana’a politi-
cal security prison) and a child named
Ibrahim Al-Sayyani (who became dis-
abled because of his injury during the
military operations in Saada). 

The Saada first bloody events
between the authorities and Al-Houthi
followers lasted for 84 days and ended
with the killing of Hussein Badriddin
Al-Houthi, the founder of the Faithful
Youth Organization, on the 10th of
September 2004.  Those events were
followed by confrontations that started
on 28th of March 2005 and continued
occasionally. 

Politicians differed in their explana-
tions of the reasons that led the authori-
ties to uproot the activities of Al-Houthi
followers. Some say that the reasons are
political; others describe them as ethni-
cal while the third group relates the
authorities’ attempt to exterminate Al-
Houthi as a response to U.S. and Israeli
demands. Majority of politicians, how-
ever, believe that Saudis, through their
strong influence in Yemen, have a hand
in plans for eliminating the Shiite move-
ment of Al-Houthi, which according to
their belief, limits the expansion of the
Wahabi movement in Yemeni territory.

Al-Houthi pleas for help as clashes renew



By: Hakim Almasmari 
hakim_almasmari@hotmail

DD
rugs such as cocaine,
heroine, marijuana,
hashish have been
increasingly noticed in
Yemen during the last

five years. For example, in the capital
Sana’a it is now being sold in a number
of common places such as Bab-al-
Yemen and certain hotels on Taiz
Street. These areas were drug free just
10 years ago. Parents are increasingly
fearing the further spread of such addic-
tions among youth, especially that the
Yemeni society is still trying to limit the
use of the Qat addiction.

Considering the strategic location of
Yemen, drugs are usually shipped from
Southeast Asia through the Gulf of
Aden and other coasts around the coun-
try. From there, it is shipped to numer-
ous gulf countries including Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, and other coun-
tries in the region. Not surprisingly,
many of these illegal drugs are left
behind and used in Yemen. New mar-
kets for these drugs have been created
in places like Aden, Hodieda, and other
cities across the Red Sea and Arabian
Gulf shores. 

The spread of these addictions is
more common among the rich class of
society rather than the poor. “The only
people using these drugs are the chil-
dren of government officials and rich
businessmen”, said Mohammed Abdu,
a poor Yemeni laborer.” The more
money a person possesses, the more
negatives they start to do. We will just
stick to Qat, it’s safer and more conven-
ient”, he added. 

Hashish, which is also a dangerous
drug banned worldwide, is even grown
locally in places like Ibb and Taiz,
according to the local people. This drug
has been seen used in the Republic of
Yemen for over a decade, but never has
it been as popular among the rich youth
as today. This could be attributed to the

increase of external influence on the
Yemeni people. 

Last year, I personally came across a
number of teenagers in Sana’a who
were using Hashish and Cocaine during
Qat sessions. Consequently, last month
policemen in Hajjah Province seized a
car loaded with 68 kg of Hashish while
it was on its way to Saudi Arabia. This
quantity is the largest of its kind seized
by the Yemeni police before being traf-
ficked into neighboring countries. Yet
this amount is considered quite small
compared to the amount of drugs
shipped to other countries from Yemen. 

In a different occurrence, a married
couple walked into the family section
of a famous local restaurant on Hadda
Street, shockingly saw a woman sniff-
ing cocaine up her nose quietly. When
she realized that she had been noticed,
she tried to run and stumbled on the
floor and couldn’t get back on her feet
easily. Customers watched in shock at
the unconventional image in front of
their eyes. When the couple com-
plained to the owners of the restaurant,
their response was that they can’t see
what all customers are doing, and pri-
vacy must be granted to customers,
especially in a conservative society like
Yemen. 

Also, in famous dance clubs near the
city of Aden where beer and liquor are

provided, it’s common to see the use of
illegal drugs by many Yemeni men and
women. “I walked in and thought I was
in London or New York. How could
this happen in Yemen?” said Hameed
Saleh, a Yemeni who lives in Britain.
“Such people have lost their cultural
values, and are too addicted to the drugs
to stop its usage” he criticized. 

Citizens living in rural areas have
also been seen using Hashish careless-
ly, as they consider it similar to Qat.
“It’s the same as Qat, so I don’t under-
stand why the big fuss!” said one
hashish user from a rural area near Ibb.
Hashish is grown locally it is available
for even the lower class people.
Ignorance and illiteracy in rural areas
increase the chances of Hashish being
used by the rural people. As the com-
ment by the farmer from Ibb indicates,
many of the locals in such places do not
even understand the significance of get-
ting involved in such practices.

Hashish and cocaine are very addic-
tive, and in many situations could be
life threatening if misused. “This will
be a phenomonan if authorities don’t
take such an issue with serious con-
cern”, said Talal Ahmad a Yemeni
Specialized doctor. “Our health system
is already weak, and if this goes on,
who knows what catastrophe will hit
our health system next”, he added.

The price of Hashish is 30 to 50
times more expensive than Qat. It is
also more regularly used as it is con-
sumed while smoking cigarettes.
Cocaine on the other hand, has fewer
users yet, the number is increasing dra-
matically, especially among the
wealthy of the society. “These rich peo-
ple have so much money they don’t
know what to do with it. They don’t
understand that money is a gift
bestowed upon them from Allah and
will definitely be questioned about”,
said Ali Saleh, a senior citizen when
comparing the past generations to the
present. In Yemen where there is hardly
any enforcement of law, problems and

tragedies are given importance only
after they spread. Future consequences
of such trend are drastic. Children will
be raised smoking Hashish instead of
cigarettes and using cocaine instead of
Qat. 

According to confidential sources,
many women involved in prostitution
are frequent users of Hashish and
Cocaine, as it is given to them from
drug dealers in exchange for sexual
intercourse. “If you ask yourself how
these girls even get the money to buy
such drugs it’s very easy to understand.
I definitely know that their parents are
not giving them money for drugs” said
Mujahed al-Munabbih who is from the
business circle in Yemen and knows
about these issues.

There are over 4000 prostitutes in
Yemen as reported by sources from
within the sex industry in Yemen. “We
destroyed our lives when we took this
path, and now our health by using
drugs” this source said regretting her
fate.

A crisis like this must be dealt with
great concern. The government to com-
bat drugs, in order to decrease its
spread, has noticed no real effort.
Organizations for fighting drugs do

exist, but expectations for their efforts
are low and unaccounted for. If serious
effort is not seen in fighting this delli-
ma, expect corruption in Yemen to rise
to unexpected levels in the future.

26 December26 December, 2005, 20054 ReportReport

Suzuki Yemen (Member of Bamarouf Group)
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Cocaine and hashish spreading in Yemen
Ten years ago, cocaine, heroine, marijuana, and hashish
were not common in Yemen. Now the situation has
changed. The use of such drugs is increasingly spreading.

Hashish in one of its many forms.

Cocaine could be used by sniffing
through the nose.
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Subsidiary factory of one of the largest manufacturers of 

polyethylene Water Tanks in the Gulf Region

Elegant
&

Stylish

18 Models

400 litres to 12000 litres

P.O.Box : 520 , Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Tel. :01 - 311708 / 311709 -  Fax : 01 - 311988

E-mail : ypcl@yemen.net.ye

Distributor / dealer 

inquiries solicited for 

major cities in Yemen

YEMEN POLYCON
COMPANY  L.L.C

Clean and hygienic

Leak-proof

Rust-proof

Lightweight and easy to install

Secure - Threaded cover

Strong and stress-resistant

Vertical and horizontal models

polyethylene water tanks

POLYCON water tanks are suitable for homes, offices, multi-

storey buildings, factories, hospitals, schools, colleges.........

By: Hakim Almasmari
Hakim_Almasmari@hotmail.com

II
n countries around the world,
security forces tend to play a
large role in maintaining the
country’s stability. Here in
Yemen, unfortunately, it’s the

opposite. In one way or another, traffic
police are causing chaos through their
unjust tactics. Traffic police only get
paid the equivalent of $5 for a day’s
work, which is the reason for this
widespread problem. Due to such poor
government pay, traffic police take
their financial problems into their own
hands, taking money from poor inno-
cent citizens driving taxis or buses,
trying to provide for the urgent needs
of their own families.

Hundreds of transportation drivers
complain daily of unjust treatment by
traffic police. Blackmailing has
become common whenever a simple
violation occurs. Nagheeb Abdullah, a
poor citizen living off the little he gets
from driving his taxi, said, “They are
God’s worst creation! They’ll find the
simplest mistake just to blackmail you
and openly ask for “qat money.” They
don’t understand it’s not our fault they
have financial problems - it’s the gov-
ernment’s. They should go after it, not
poor citizens like me.”

“Qat money” has become a usual
demand in negotiations between driv-
ers and traffic police. Citizens com-
plain of the way officers demand the
money, making them feel desperate to
give it and openly demanding a certain

amount. “Qat money! What do we
look like, farms? We can’t even buy
our children decent school clothes for
god’s sake,” one taxi driver nervously
said while giving a customer a ride
home. “These people are not from
respectable families. If they were, they
would not take such corrupt and unjust
actions against people,” he added.

From the driver’s viewpoint, you
cannot excuse them from blame. They
have damaged transportation vehicles:
cracked windshields, broken rear
lights and many other unpleasant
scenes. But how can someone earning
a little over 1,000YR per day repair car
parts costing more than his income
also deal with the many corrupt traffic
police who demand illegal money
from them? Government irresponsibil-

ity in dealing with this issue is the root
of this crisis. “All the government
cares about is how to erase society’s
middle class. With procedures like
this, the middle class will disappear
and the lower class will virtually dou-
ble,” Abdullah said, previously a mid-
dle class citizen now in the lower
class. 

According to taxi and bus drivers,
traffic police take an estimated
5,000YR monthly through ridiculous
claims. Ironically, drivers give what
they are asked, fearing greater loss and
more problems if they go to the police
station. Situations like this are one of
the many corruption cases the govern-
ment must combat. Last week,
President Ali Abdullah Saleh
announced that corruption must be

fought from within the government, as
well as in political parties and organi-
zations. No actions are visibly taking
place. Yemenis feel that words are as
far as we’ll get in fighting corruption
from its different angles. Poor citizens
will have to suffer the outcomes of this
until authorities end such a terrible
issue.

A traffic police officer who pre-
ferred to remain anonymous said,
“People don’t understand that we are
living through this dark age as well.
With salaries like the equivalent of
$150 monthly, we can’t even guaran-
tee ourselves a future.” It is hard to
imagine who is right when you hear
the story from both sides. Citizens
complain of traffic police oppression,
while traffic police complain of gov-

ernment oppression. 
The government must be held

accountable for such issues, as they
result in tragic outcomes for this coun-
try. Citizens begin to see one another
as prey to achieve a certain goal, there-
fore causing chaos. Authorities must
fight corruption at its root, keeping in
mind that violation fines must be rea-
sonable enough for people to pay.
Otherwise, these actions will continue
for as long as we can imagine. Such an
issue would not be as serious if
responsibility was put in the right
hands. We hope the president really
meant what he said in Aden in mid-
December about fighting corruption
and putting an end to it from its root of
existence. If not, then where can we
expect change in this country?

No excuses accepted

Traffic police want their qat money
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SS
ix days ago, the Indian President Dr. A

P J Abdul Kalam made a powerful pres-

entation on ‘‘connectivity’’ in all its

dimensions. The speech was delivered

during a one-day event hosted by The

Indian Express. This event as part of the India

Empowered initiative titled “India Empowered:

Roadmap for Tomorrow”. It was not the first time

the Indian president connects with his people. In

more than one occasion he would reach out and

disseminate hope and courage providing his people

with wings to fly and achieve their dreams.

“Problems should not become your captain, you

must become the captain of your problem and suc-

ceed’’ He said on the event last week. Being a

writer and a man of science Dr. Abdul Kalam

wastes no opportunity to encourage the Indian peo-

ple to progress. Of his famous quotes:

“Thinking should become your capital asset,

no matter whatever ups and downs you come

across in your life. Thinking is progress. Non-

thinking is stagnation of the individual, organiza-

tion and the country. Thinking leads to action.

Knowledge without action is useless and irrele-

vant. Knowledge with action, converts adversity

into prosperity.” 

Anyone can reach him, you can send a letter to

him through his website, as I have, and know that

your letter will be answered. He is an inspiration to

his people and acknowledges their intellect and

rights. Today, in spite of all its challenges, poverty,

population growth…etc, India has become one of

the most powerful countries in the world and is

growing stronger. The only reason why India is

progressing this fast is because its leaders have a

vision. They have a dream for their country and

want the welfare of the Indian people. 

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Editor-in-Chief

WW
hat is apparently obvious from all that is
currently written about Yemen, both in the
local independent and opposition newspa-
per is that, and what can be found on the
worldwide web, as much as the official

media would try to paint otherwise, the situation in the coun-
try is not at all that pleasant.  Whether, this comes from retun-
ing Yemeni émigrés, some of whom may have never set foot
in the country at all, or from those who are supposedly here to
try to bring into the country some expertise on the formation
and activities of civil society, there is a dismal picture that aris-
es about the conditions of the country that does not bring pride
to anyone.  We have often tried to reflect a moderate course in
the portrayal of the situation at home, lest we be accused of
aiding and abetting “traitorous” or foreign elements, but it is
really hard to maintain such a stature, when one is bombarded
by a volley of both written and spoken testimony that the coun-
try leaves a lot to be desired.  The first reaction by the
Government should be really to look objectively at all criti-
cism and not to simply reject it and handle with the least
amount of care.  One should not surmise that all criticism
comes out of a hatred or misunderstanding of the facts.  These
are genuine human beings, many of whom have really no
political or economic ambitions by their discourses on the sit-
uation of the country.  Much of what is also written and said
comes from heartfelt affection for Yemen and the Yemeni peo-
ple and a lot comes out of sympathy for our poor lot.

Let us face it, a lot has happened in Yemen over the last thir-
ty years, much of which was good, but we even failed to take
advantage of that good and only a few were able to harness
much of  whatever good transpired to the point that many have
wished that this good would have been better if saved for a
later time (such as oil).  But within this volatile period of
Yemeni history a lot of bad has accumulated to form an
unhealthy picture for the country in the development indices of
the international donor community, led by the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund and the United Nations
Development Programme, etc.  In addition, the image of the
country has become difficult to defend in the light of mount-
ing criticism by international organizations that  are active in
the promotion of human rights and civil liberties throughout
the world (Amnesty International, the National Democratic
Institute and the International Committee of the Red Crescent
and Red Cross, just to name a few).  Surely, all these people
cannot come together and decide to aim their analytical guns
at Yemen just for the hell of it.  There are indeed serious prob-
lems that the country is facing and no amount of image pol-
ishing or blasting at criticism can ever cover up the fact that
indeed we are mismanaging the affairs of the country, politi-
cally, economically and socially.  Culturally, we are hardly
making any strides, notwithstanding the very good efforts of
the Minister of Culture to bring some life back to our culture,
with understandable difficulties before him.

It is really time for the Government to start becoming proac-
tive to criticism, not just coming from outside, but even from
within the chambers of our struggling Parliament.  The latter
has apparently been trying to make some sound criticism
become effective in steering the Government towards the right
path, but even that criticism is now subject to muffling by the
TV censors as they air some of the sessions of the Parliament.
That in itself is really disrespectful and a total disregard for the
rights of the members of Parliament to make their views heard
and the rights of the people to hear what their representatives
are saying.   This is also contempt for the balance of powers
and separation of authority that the Constitution decrees.

As for the press, we are seeing more and more efforts to shut
out all criticism coming out of the free and independent media,
as well as the exemplary foreign media like the Al-Jazeera
channel, which stands as a beacon of Arab free opinion shar-
ing.

These activities are not at all characteristic of a nation that
thrives on claiming to be a bastion of democracy and free
political thought .  It goes without saying that the reason peo-
ple ask for freedom of speech and free expression of opinion
is to help the authorities in determining their stand within the
public that is both the beneficiary and the victim of govern-
ment actions.  One is inclined to believe that perhaps the
authorities are oblivious to such mounting criticism, because
the American White House is also dealing with criticism in a
“similar manner”.  We should not however forget that America
can change overnight and mounting criticism is never dealt
with the force of tanks and other military hardware, or thugs
that come in the wee hours of the night to harass journalists in
their home.  That would lead to national upheaval in the US
and neither the Bush White House or the Neo-con establish-
ment would ever welcome that.  Let us not forget that it was
popular protest and astute muckraking journalism that brought
the Nixon White House down.  So, for the government to place
its stakes on the longevity of the current American scene is a
misleading and perhaps dangerous gamble that if the
“Americans can do it so can we”.  One would really hope that
the President and the Government would also take heed of
what many of the still living Revolutionary heroes and patriots
are also saying as they give sound advice to them all on what
needs to be done to get the country out of its ever deepening
abyss.

The Yemen Times is trying very hard to uphold the image of
the Yemen as best as possible, but we are also under pressure
to convey to the world that the realities of the situation on the
ground leave a lot to be desired.  We are also of the opinion
that it is better to react to criticism that comes from inside
before others have a chance to perhaps convey a far more
unfavorable picture of the situation at hand.  This is the view
that we believe the authorities should give serious considera-
tion to, rather than to direct the pens of hired writers to lash it
at any criticism, simply because they are color blind or their
views are out of bounds to what the overall public and inter-
national view is.

Happy Holidays and many happy returns to all religious
persuasions on this momentous occasios when many of the
holidays of many religions converge in the same time frame.

Connecting 
with the people

Gentlemen, Yemen does not need
more money! It needs a system.
Yemen need accountable officials,
and it needs people with some
decency in the way they work. If
the IMP, World Bank and other
organizations pump loans into
Yemen, where will it go? More
importantly, how will it be paid?

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

TT
he Arab region is
in a position
where there
should be coex-
istence with and

acceptance of variables, as
well as effecting moderniza-
tion in its management
aspects. The successful man-
ager, whether president of a
company or leader of a polit-
ical party or organization, is
capable of shouldering the
responsibility of specifica-
tions and criteria he believes could meet
his ambitions and orientations for serv-
ing the society, the party or the organiza-
tion of which he is a part. 

Owing to that, he must acquire and
possess high proficiency and ability
empowering him to deal with all types of
incidents and make proper and timely
decisions. This should be far-removed
from self-interest, nepotism and bias
toward any group or party. By this, he
will prove the extent of his sincerity and
the sincerity of others.

The executive manager is well aware
of all matters and issues needing discus-
sion, is not self-opinionated and should
not utter coarse words or severe looks.
He should entertain self-respect to be
respected by all. He is a well-studied
decision maker. Moreover, he is to be
more patient toward employees respon-
sible to him, giving them more than one
chance to reconsider mistakes made

before taking any action
against them. An execu-
tive manager possesses a
modern director’s per-
sonality whose positive
words endeavor to over-
come and solve difficul-
ties facing employees by
increasing meetings with
them. The successful
manager also will not
allow his temper to affect
his management policy
and therefore, does not

make decisions out of anger over certain
actions. He also should have an ever-
alert conscience to grant rights to those
who deserve them. We hail such a suc-
cessful and understanding executive
manager, from whom no one gets angry,
except he who does not like justice. 

In this respect, let us question why a
successful manager sometimes changes
into a dominating, obstinate and tem-
peramental one hating discussion and
teamwork and refusing to accept others’
opinions.  

I think the success of a director in
managing subordinates depends on the
subordinate’s response, for example, the
one who dilly-dallies in his performance
and does not adapt to changes and inci-
dents in daily work. The successful man-
ager is not willing to waste time–believ-
ing that time is money–listening to sub-
ordinates’ excuses. Such a manager can
be found in many public and private

institutions. 
In my opinion, we can prepare man-

agers, whatever their qualifications,
through workshops, training courses and
symposiums, provided their promotions
and annual allowances depend on attend-
ing such courses and performance
results. Even political parties can prepare
their cadres in such workshops. Many
countries and political parties have spe-
cial institutes for this purpose but regret-
fully, they are not operative. 

Is it possible to begin 2006 preparing
to hold such courses and symposiums,
especially since many cadres and offi-
cials here and elsewhere are about to be
pensioned, so that we will bring trained
persons at the expense of these positions
and jobs? High-ranking state and party
leadership, general managers and minis-
ters who cannot prepare a second gener-
ation of employees should be held
accountable. It goes without saying that
authority can be authorized, but respon-
sibility cannot. We must authorize
authorities to create the second leader-
ship generation and be far from central-
ization, which does not serve the ambi-
tions of development and democracy.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Tarb is an econo-
mist and a professor in Political Science
and an expert in administrative devel-
opment. He is head of a number of pro-
fessional associations, such as the Arab
Group for Investment and
Development. 

By: Prof.

Abdulaziz al-Tarb

Characteristics of the
successful executive manager

UNHCR clarify its stance

UUNHCR is deeply sad-
dened by the tragic

death of a man with
unknown identity and
injuries sustained by five
Somali demonstrators and
four Yemeni policemen out-
side UNHCR’s office in
Sana’s on Saturday 17
December, when Yemen’s
anti riot forces had to inter-
vene to disperse an increas-
ingly aggressive and violent
crowd. The crowd- varying
from 50-300 people had
been demonstrating- at
times violently- since 13
November, despite ongoing
efforts to reach a peaceful
solution. 

UNHCR however wants
to take issue with your arti-
cle of Dec 18 in which
UNHCR Yemen is blamed
for the death of “a Somali
refugee” (“UNHCR-Yemen
blamed for death of Somali
refugee”). 

Since the start of the
protest on November 13,
UNHCR - assisted by the
Government of Yemen- has
sought to reach a peaceful
solution through continuous
dialogue. UNHCR staff met
several times with the
demonstrators to discuss
their demands. We agreed to
meet several of them,
including more assistance
for vulnerable refugees;
more Somali-speaking

UNHCR staff; additional
health care; registration and
provision of ID cards (to
take place between 24 dec-
15 Jan, 2006); and transfer
to the camp for those
Somalis wishing more assis-
tance. 

We explained to the
demonstrators, that one of
their main demands, reset-
tlement to third countries, is
only an option for a few vul-
nerable cases and at the dis-
cretion of the resettlement
countries themselves - not
UNHCR. We also explained
that UNHCR is not and can-
not be responsible for the
payment of salaries or rents.

We also made clear that
all Somalis entering Yemen
are automatically granted
refugee status by the gov-
ernment. At the end of
October, some 79,000
refugees had been registered
with UNHCR in Yemen,
more than 68,000 of whom
were from Somalia. Somalis
in Yemen are able to work
and to stay in the country
indefinitely. Most Somalis
live in urban areas, with
roughly 7,500 staying at the
Kharaz refugee camp in the
Lahj governorate in the
country’s south.

However, despite all
UNHCR’s attempts and
advocating for a peaceful
solution, by last weekend
the crowd had become

increasingly aggressive and
were blocking the entrance
to our office and was in a
very violent manner pre-
venting staff from leaving.
Yemeni anti riot forces
decided to intervene to pro-
tect UNHCR staff and
restore public order. The
intervention was done in a
professional manner, but
turned violent when the
demonstrators started
attacking the police with
heavy stones. 

UNHCR is ensuring that
the injured receive medical
care and is assisting the fam-
ily of the deceased, whose
identity and cause of death
until today remain
unknown. We also remain in
contact with the demonstra-
tors to ensure our previous
agreements are met.

UNHCR Sana’a , Yemen

South Yemen?

NNo body was happy like
my people in The Grate

South Yemen in 22nd, May
1990 the day that the two
part of Yemen became One
and after just 4 year the
honest, peaceful and educat-
ed people of South Yemen
discovered that this
unity is just nothing but
some of unanswerable buc-
caneer start filibuster
the people of South Yemen
and start war in the name of
unity. No dear s this is not

unity and from this honest
people I start my words to
the world that the occupa-
tion, invasion and possess-
ing of the people and the
wealth of south Yemen must
end now and the freedom of
south Yemen will come
very soon.

South Yemeni
southyemeni@hotmail.com

Discussing sexual freedom 

II read with great disdain
that three journalists in

your country have been
accused of a terrible crime...
discussing homosexuality.
Shame on you Yemen. You
can have whatever laws you
see fit in order to have com-
plete mind control over your
people, but the rest of us out
here in the world are watch-
ing. And yes, even judging
you. Yemen will remain a
backwater of culture and
justice as long as the people
allow their government to
impose its own set of moral
standards. Nowhere in the
Koran does it say to punish
people for speaking their
mind. Nor do I remember it
calling for mere mortals to
punish gay men and women.
Only God can judge those
who are different than the
norm, not man and certainly
not the government of
Yemen.

Clint Carruth
clintatl@gmail.com

Letters to the Editor
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

In Yemen, others are
also beginning to tell

a different story

By: Raidan Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf
alsaqqaf@gmail.com

PP
erhaps the last few years were
the most peaceful in Yemen’s
modern history, except for the
Bush-Saleh rampage on ‘ter-
ror’ and the Saada episode.

This notion indicates that peace is an
abnormality in Yemen which can’t be
easily sustained, as our masculine culture
is one which endorses violence and war
and considers them to be merits of man-
hood and power; this is evident in our
language dialect, dress code, love for
weapons, and loyalty for the tribe, fac-
tion, political party on the expense of the
loyalty to the country.

In fact, Yemen is full of peace-chal-
lenged people who are willing to fight
and commit massacres in order to sustain
their views and interests, from your aver-
age minibus driver to the cop who shot
him to the superior officer who denies
the cop his monthly stipend. And now as
economic, political and social pressures
are escalating, the likelihood of armed
conflict and a potential civil war is esca-
lating, with military spending and the
government-sponsored arm race, there-

fore any dispute will be ‘crushed’ instant-
ly and painfully, and it will target specif-
ic locations of the country where the ris-
ing will be sparked from, evident from
the discriminatory behavior of armed
forces reaction after the last price hike,
where some localities and cities experi-
enced a harsher response from security
forces compared to others. 

Similarly, armed tribal forces have
succeeded in changing government poli-
cy and got exclusive fuel subsidies and
also forced the government to drop the
petrol fuel price to the mass from 65 YR
per liter to 60, while other civil forces
and unarmed demonstrations were met
with government tanks and excessive use
of government forces, and Loyalist to
Yemen [not party or tribal loyalist] were
threatened, jailed, and made to suffer.

Yemenis are worried, neighbor coun-
tries are worried, even Somali refugees
are worried: they have experienced the
same scenario previously, and thus they
desire to be relocated out of the country
because they know and they feel that
Yemen is doomed to become the new
Somalia; unpublished press reports
which include interviews with Somali
refugees indicate that they are being

underestimated and have systematically
managed to undertake organized crime
and burglary in order to survive, but
mind you, if Yemen isn’t able to sustain
its own citizens through widespread cor-
ruption and crime, what about Somali
refugees?

The Marshall plan of 1947 where the
US helped war-torn Europe to recover
had two objectives, the first was long-
term humanitarian relief, and the second
was to stop the communism spread.
Similarly, our rich neighbours in the gulf
region would eventually undertake such
a plan, however, their second objective
should be in making sure that there is a
massive cultural change in the country
which includes criminalizing war and
changing the mindset of school-age
pupils and most importantly making sure
that peace-challenged people do not
reach points of authority [again] and
prosecute them as terrorists. Only a cul-
ture of peace is the remedy for Yemen,
and only is it possible through a serious
change of culture and social reform,
doing this along will derive security, eco-
nomic development, political stability
and cultural prosperity, and will truly
make Yemen a good global citizen.

Yemen’s marshall plan

OpinionOpinion



Al-Wasat weekly,
21 Dec.2005. 

Main headlines
- Because of disputes over tasks of the

GPC general secretariat, The presi-
dent asks Bajammal to distribute
them, keeping out founders

- Bait Al-Hurryah “House of
Freedom” lauds improvement in sit-
uation of freedoms in the Arab coun-
tries

- The GCC summit ignores request of
Yemen to join

- Official media ignores demands of
he JMP, the GPC assails it

- UNICEF calls for removing discrim-
ination against the Akhdam

Editor in chief of the newspaper wrote
saying the final communiqué of the
General People’s Congress conference
appeared to be ridiculing people while
maintaining the government in lying and
exaggeration in achievement of imagi-
nary accomplishments and great victories
in various economic, political and social
areas. Similar to it is the report of gains
that came full of figures without scrutiny
or evaluation, contradicting all interna-
tional reports that mention the contrary of
what had come in the government reports
and afterwards reports of the GPC. 

Those achievements, which the gov-
ernment deafens our ears with, have
become similar to test of the Imam of his
citizens to know the extent of their igno-
rance and obedience to him. It was hoped
that convening the GPC conference to
represent an opportunity for its members
to express issues of the people and to
leave them a chance to evaluate the gov-
ernment performance, given that the gov-
ernment represents them. Because they
represent two million and a half GPC
members and supporters, they suffer and
are well aware of practically badness of
the situations and deterioration of condi-
tions. There should not have been such an
amount of savagery and inconsiderate-
ness of their feelings. 

As-Sahwa weekly,
22 Dec. 2005.

Main headlines
- International categorization places

Yemen among 20 countries prone to
collapse

- Al-Mouayad back to his prison in
Colorado 

- Head of legal sector at the elections
commission: The Higher
Commission incapable, laws affected
with paralysis 

- National Bank crisis threatens the
ministry of Endowments and pil-
grimage agencies 

- Iraqi elections: Doctored preliminary
results faced by rejection and
demand for re-election 

Columnist Jamal Ana’am says in his
article that corruption in our country is a
strategy derives the stay of its legitimacy
from disorder of the shape of the regime
and ambiguity of the relationship
between the governance and the state.
The question reached an extent of
demanding the separation between cor-
ruption and the homeland. Corruption in
our country was almost to become the
only dominating institution. He who fol-
lows up addresses of the ruling party with
regard to calls of political reform realizes
the amount of collapse the situation has
reached. Political parties of the JMP have
proved, in their recently published
reformist document that they are still
present in the heart of actual challenges
and have been strong enough to resist all
policies of exclusion.

Annas weekly,
19Dec.2005.

Main headlines
- JMP to distribute five million copies

of its initiative for the national
reform in the streets

- Did the GPC miss its opportunity to
declare reforms?

- GPC concludes its conference,
young members in the General
Committee 

- While the president defends his
party, Kuwait’s representative warns
the GPCs of corruption

- Amnesty International intends to sue
the Yemeni government 

- Killing mistakes in the JMP initiative
Columnist Dr Hosni Al-Jawshaie

writes in his article to say the ruling par-
ties in the Arab countries always chant
the slogan of the peaceful transfer of
power. This is rather stipulate in constitu-
tions of some Arab regimes. However,
the experiment and reality have in most
of the Arab countries proved that this is
just for local and international consump-
tion and merely void words. This slogan
is just meant to give opposition parties
hope that they could attain power but on
the ground, the slogan is inapplicable.
Throughout half a century up until now,
the Arab citizen has not seen any ruling
party lost elections in the Arab countries.
The Arab ruling parties practice all kinds
of temptation, intimidation, and even
killing to keep their easy or even sweep-
ing majority heedless of constitutions,
laws and democratic rules. These parties
do not accept even criticism of their rude

way for keeping power. 
The wave democracy began to sweep

some Arab countries after the American
pressures since the reign of President Bill
Clinton and those pressures greatly
increased in the time of the rightist
extremist president George Bush. Thus,
those despotic rulers rode the wave and
converted their regimes from the military
dictatorships to the partisan dictatorship.
In other words, the dictator ruler would
not be the individual but the party.  The
façade democratic while the essence is
the same one individual who runs the
party and through the party manages the
state. This type of rulers remained hiding
behind the party and false democracy to
rule for tens of years raising the slogan of
the peaceful transfer of power via polling
boxes. Such a slogan protects those rulers
at the international level and before inter-
national committees that watch parlia-
mentary or presidential elections. The
reality is totally the opposite and that is
what we have recently seen in elections
of the largest Arab country. The ruling
party there continued ruling for more
than thirty years, marginalizing all the
national forces that entertain the real
majority and refusing the mere emer-
gence of an opponent opinion. When an
alternative force appeared to be capable
of shouldering responsibility of gover-
nance and began gaining votes the ruling
party then began to unmask its real dicta-
torial face in its worst image. Thus, suc-
ceeded practices of rigging and arrests
among ranks of the opposition force and
voters were prevented to reach polling
stations. The party dictatorship has even
killed many of the opposition competing
force. 

Al-Mithaq weekly,
organ of the
General People’s
Congress, 19 Dec.
2005. 

Main headlines
- The president congratulates mem-

bers on success of the GPC confer-
ence, General Committee elects a
woman assistant secretary general
for the first time 

- 7th conference: Expansion in press
freedoms and principle of full trans-
parency

- Banks Committee: Private Banks in
Yemen work actively and with good
reputation 

- Conversion to parliamentary bi-cam-
eral, legislative authorities for the
Shoura 

- Election of governors, larger authori-
ties for local councils 

- Official source: Somali sit-in protest-
ers initiated attack of security men

- Al-Attiyah: Leaders of the GCC con-
firm enhancement of cooperation

with Yemen 
- The new draft of Press law in a sem-

inar 
Columnist Dr Abdilazizz Al-Maqaleh

sys in his article what is happening in
Lebanon now of successive crimes and
what surrounds Syria of challenges and
accusations are flagrant attempts to draw
attentions away from what is happening
in Iraq and Palestine. The reason is that
Syria and Lebanon are the last remaining
issue after the occupation of Iraq that was
sincerely resisting what happens in
Palestine and sympathizing with the
resistance that is fighting for salvation
from the Zionist occupation.
Neutralization of Lebanon and Syria
from playing their role first and destabi-
lization of the material and psychological
stability of these two countries is a step to
make the rest of the Arab countries to be
preoccupied with what is happening for
them. This is the aim behind the all the
assassinations beginning from Al-Hariri
to the prominent journalist Jubran
Tweiny. The American administration
and the Zionist entity are the real benefi-
ciaries of what is taking place in Lebanon
and they exploit that to the utmost to dis-
tract the attention from what is happening
in Iraq and Palestine and focus attention
of the Arab nation and the world on
crimes in Beirut t forget about all the
daily massacres in Iraq and Palestine. 

An Nidaa weekly
21 Dec.2005.

Main headlines
- Opposition leaderships: Political

reform the gate to comprehensive
reform

- Al-Wafi, head of Islah party econom-
ic office: According to international
criteria 90% of the Yemenis poor 

- GCC bored of Yemen’s insistence on
joining it

Columnist Sami Ghalib says in an arti-
cle the draft law of press submitted to the
Shoura Council discloses in the first

place the government playing light with
its commitments to the inside and the
outside. Secondly, it ushers its failure in
adaptation with requirements of domestic
changes and lacking of realization of
changes regionally and internationally. It
finally confirms its inability to shoulder
its national responsibility mainly opening
outlets for democratic reform beginning
with liberation of media from its police
grip as an introduction to expand the mar-
gin of freedom of press, though it is a rel-
ative characteristic of Yemen in its
regional surrounding. 

The government had promised to pres-
ent a draft law taking into consideration
the international criteria but it seemed as
if disdaining those criteria as it is restrain-
ing principles of the press freedom. Ten
years of the Yemeni government’s com-
mitment to expand the scope of press
freedom and less than a year since its
pledges to the international community to
improve situations of press and enhance
its gains, it pushes a police draft based on
fear from the free word. 

A l - W a h d a w i
weekly, organ of
the Nasserite
U n i o n i s t
Organization, 20
Dec. 2005.

Main headlines
- Yemeni intellectuals ask President

Ali Abdullah Saleh to stick to his
decision of not running presidential
elections 

- The JMP initiative a necessity for
coming out of the crisis the country
experiences

- Security retains the NUO secretary
general at entrance of Aden, refuses
to deal with his parliamentary identi-
fication card

- Prosecution interrogates officials
from the Watani bank

Columnist Mahmoud Sharafuldin has
written an article saying the closing state-
ment of the GCC summit concluded last
Monday in Abu Dhabi has been void of
any mention or indication to renewal of
Yemen’s request to join the GCC; it has
sufficed in including the statement a rec-
ommendation to the GCC Supreme coun-
cil on supporting developmental projects
in Yemen. Observers have considered
that as a form of indirect rejection of the
request whereas the Yemeni foreign min-
ister deemed it as a step toward more
cooperation. 

Yemeni politicians have viewed the
Gulf stand as a blow embarrassing for the
Yemeni government death-defying
request for joining the GCC. The GCC
has not mentioned certain conditions
wanted from Yemen to meet before
accepting the request, as the European
deal with the American request for join-
ing the European Union. 
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TT
he battle for free press is
again back to the frontline.
The journalists were right
when they declared last
Thursday the rejection of

the draft press and publication law being
debated by the Shoura Council. This is
because they cannot accept to debate a
draft law that already criminalizes them.
The draft law in its current form is a real
demonstration of the antagonism of the
people in charge towards media. The
government now shrugs its shoulders in
pride of abolishing the jail sentence of
journalists. But, this is not the whole
question. The other provisions provide
the authorities with the opportunities to
restrict and even throttle the freedom of
journalists. It is not enough to tell the
world that you are removing the jail sen-
tence. In fact, the journalists and the
world community hailed this decision
by President Saleh and were expecting
further steps to promote freedom of
media including the liberalization of
broadcast media. Unfortunately, the out-
come was this draft law journalists now
call "catastrophic".    

After 15 years of the multi-party sys-
tem, Yemen is expected to take some
steps ahead to improve this infant expe-
rience of democracy and freedom of
press. However, what is happening is
the opposite. By presenting such a draft
law, the government is demonstrating
lack of respect to its commitments to the
international community and treaties.
The international community praised
Yemen's democracy because of the
scope of freedom that the press enjoyed
for sometime. 

For almost more than one year, the
debate of the draft law has been going
on. The draft law of the Information
Ministry was dropped out as journalists
rejected it. Then, the Justice Ministry
took the responsibility to review the cur-

rent law of 1990 and conduct some
amendments to it along with a commit-
tee working under the table. 

Experts from Article 19 in London
and the US visited Yemen and came up
with very important remarks on the two
drafts and recommendations meant to
improve the situation and provide some
support to the journalistic community.
One of the main points raised by the
Article 19 expert has been: "Regrettably,
however, the majority of the provisions
of both drafts are plainly intended to
regulate, or to control, the press.
International law stipulates that freedom
of expression should be the rule, and
limitations the exception; the two drafts
reverse this logic and mandate govern-
ment interference in virtually every
aspect of the print media sector’s opera-
tion. Many of these provisions are sim-
ply unnecessary and present the author-
ities with opportunities to stifle critical
and independent voices." 

We have expected the government
makes use of such recommendations
presented by well-known international
experts and incorporate them into the
new draft to show it is serious when it
alleges it fully supports freedom of
media. Unfortunately, nothing has taken
pace and the result is this draft the
Shoura Council has started debating. In
fact, the government intends to have a
toothless press that is not able to hold
officials accountable.   

I think the most important thing that
journalists have to do in this critical
moment to stand united and work, away
from their political affiliations, to  chal-
lenge this draft law. Hey guys, beware
that such hostile attitudes towards the
media will not help you or the country at
large. The more you respect your com-
mitments and obligations to democracy
and press freedom, the more the world
community will stand by Yemen and
support it and vice versa.

Challenging
Draft Press Law

By: Mohammed Hatem al-Qadhi

mhalqadhi@hotmail.com
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Government

Whereʼs corruption, man?!

By: Abdurrahman Squires*

TT
he other day, a friend
mentioned that a fellow
Muslim had declared that
we should be careful about
condemning the recent

massacre of innocent schoolchildren in
Russia by so-called “Islamic militants”
because “some scholars” have issued
“fatwas” (non-binding legal opinions)
that such operations are sometimes
acceptable under Islamic Law. They
then referenced part of a Qur’anic
verse which basically means, “… then
whoever transgresses the prohibition
against you, you transgress likewise
against him.” (Qur’an 2:194).
Essentially, this is the age old “an eye
for an eye” legal maxim that dates back
to not just the Old Testament, but to the
Code of Hammurabi as well. While this
maxim might be rightfully employed in
individual cases of justice, using it to
justify mass murder and collective
punishment is quite a stretch. Being
informed that a Muslim in my
community adhered to such shoddy
logic rather shocked and disgusted me
even though I’m well aware of the half-
baked and ethically shallow
justifications of suicide bombing
espoused by some Muslims. In spite of
that, being ambivalent about the
massacre of innocent schoolchildren
seemed to expose a moral depravity
that’s sunk to all new levels. It’s not
that this simple-minded and morally
confused Muslim was a rabid militant;

far from it. What scared me was the
fact that they would so quickly and
uncritically surrender their morality—
indeed their basic human dignity—
simply because of the existence of a
“fatwa” by some unnamed “scholar”.

I’d like to take this opportunity to
announce to the ladies and gentlemen
of the Muslim Ummah, just in case
they haven’t heard: We’ve got a moral
and spiritual crisis on our hands. No,
it’s not a conspiracy theory, a Zionist-
Crusader plot or atrocities being
carried out by Mossad agents dressed
up like Muslims. There’s no real need
for elaborate conspiracies, since if they
want to bomb us, murder us and rape
us, the past few decades have shown
that they can do this with near impunity
in full view of the entire world
community. In spite of some grave
historical injustices, Muslims must take
most, if not all, of the blame for the
current crisis and only Muslims can
provide a long-term and viable solution
to this problem within our house. The
time for finger pointing is over. Like it
or not, we have militant extremists
within our midst who are out there
committing the most horrendous acts
of barbarity in the name of Islam —
and we have far too many Muslims
living right under our noses who aren’t
even sure if such acts are wrong.
Indeed, some of them have been
bamboozled into thinking such
criminal acts are Islamically
sanctioned. It’s high time that we, as an
Ummah, snap out of this Freudian

denial stage and start dealing with this
problem ourselves. If we don’t,
somebody is going to do it for us —
and it ain’t gonna be pretty. Actually,
it’s gotten ugly already — and a quick
look at the headlines being generated
by the so-called “War on Terror”
should be enough to confirm this.

Let’s all take a moment to recognize
that being patient with ignorance,
humble in the face of stupidity and
tolerant of legitimate scholarly
differences of opinion are one thing,
but endorsing complete moral
depravity is quite another. Yes, believe
it or not, the mass murder of innocent
schoolchildren is completely unlawful
in Islam; nothing justifies it. The fact
that this even needs to be explained to
members of our Ummah speaks
volumes about the state we’re in. This
shouldn’t be taken to mean that I’m
unaware of the genocide that Russia
has been carrying out in Chechnya.
Indeed, they’ve killed far more
innocent women and children than
Islamic militants ever have. However,
the Russians are not our teachers and
it’s not their example that Muslims are
supposed to follow. Our methodology
is not “monkey see, monkey do”, but
rather the unassailable moral high
ground of our noble Prophet — may
God bless him and grant him peace.

On that note, a discussion of the
classical understanding of Qur’an
2:194 is in order, since this is one of the
verses that the extremists use to justify
their murder and mayhem. No doubt,

the first thing we should do when we
come across someone using a Qur’anic
verse as a blunt instrument is turn to the
classical exegesis of the verse and see
how qualified Islamic scholars have
understood it in the past. It should
come as no surprise that neither al-
Tabari, Ibn Kathir, nor al-Qurtubi, who
are three of the greatest scholars of our
rich hermeneutical tradition, mention
anything in these verses that could be
used to justify the acts that were
recently committed in Russia. Even a
cursory look at Qur’an 2:194 reveals
that it essentially provided a
dispensation for fighting in the sacred
months, months in which fighting was
normally forbidden. This verse in no
way opens up the door for going to
extremes — which is also strongly
condemned in Islamic Law — and
ignoring God’s limits.

* Abdurrahman Squires is an
American Muslim, originally from
San Diego, California, who embraced
Islam back in 1992. A former officer
in the U.S. Marine Corps and life long
student of history and religion, he has
traveled extensively throughout the
world. His travels included a four-
year stay in Kuwait, where he became
active in writing about topics related
to Islam and comparative religion. He
currently lives with his wife and five
children just outside Orlando,
Florida, where he works as a
networking and telecommunications
engineer.
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CBY decision offhanded:
Chambers of Commerce 

By: Mahyoub Al-Kamali

SS
tates of panic had dominat-

ed the banking market of

Yemen following the

Watani Bank bankruptcy

declaration on 6 December

2005. This took place after economic

experts had called on the Central Bank

of Yemen (CBY) to work for rehabili-

tation of the Watani Bank. They pre-

dicted that bankruptcy of the bank is

probable and would shake investors’

and depositors trust and negatively

affect activities of the banks in the

country.

The Yemeni General Federation of

the Chambers of Commerce and

Industry (YGFCCI) had on its part crit-

icized the CBY move of taking control

of the Watani Bank and deemed it as a

“reckless, offhanded and lacking pro-

fessionalism” measure. The YGFCCI

mentioned that this step was taken

without considering its impact on both

domestic and international level and

that it would have negative results on

other banks. “There would be no confi-

dence in the Yemeni banking system

domestically and internationally for

many years to come.” The YGFCCI

spokes person said in the context of the

impact of this action on the Yemeni

economy and attraction of investments.

Economic experts ascribed the cause

for the collapse of the National Bank to

failure in application of international

criteria related to banks’ systems and

lack of monitoring by the CBY. In

addition to the lack of a sense of

responsibility to protect rights and

funds of depositors, a mater which

increased among them a state of appre-

hension on fate of their money. Dr Taha

Al-Fassil, professor of economics at

the University of Sana’a said: “What

has happened to the Watani Bank

shakes confidence of depositors in the

banking apparatus in general and urges

some of them to withdraw their money

for fear from the future even though the

volume of the banking activity of the

National Bank was limited.” 

In its letter addressed to the president

of the republic, the YGFCCI has

demanded that the government should

take national responsible, decisive and

quick steps, defining its stand on

whether the private sector banks

deserve continue operation alongside

government banks. Following a recent-

ly held meeting of the Yemeni Banks

Committee, the YGFCCI said, “In eco-

nomics, it is known worldwide that

banks represent a mechanism of eco-

nomic activity movement, that is why

the states are keen on treating banks’

problems with utter caution and

responsibility. And ensure that wrong

dealings would not threaten the econo-

my as a whole and create incurable

problems.” 

The central Bank of Yemen had on

Thursday 8 December 2005 issued an

announcement declaring its taking con-

trol of the Watani Bank for Trade and

Investment without clarification of the

reasons that forced it to take that deci-

sion. According to article 42 of the law

concerning banks, the Central Bank is

authorized to take control of a bank if it

was in straitened circumstances or was

facing a crisis in its money liquidity. In

such a case the Central Bank’s control

of the bank in question would be for

the protection of depositors’ rights. As

a reaction to the Central Bank’s meas-

ure some banking sources complained

of the difficulty of understanding what

happened to the Watani Bank and at the

same time fears of small banks

increased about falling into the abyss

of bankruptcy. 

On the other hand, the head of the

political office of the Yemen congrega-

tion for Reform Party (Islah)

Mohammed Qahtan had wondered

whether the law obliged the CBY to

practice permanent and direct monitor-

ing over all banks to prevent their sud-

den collapse, adding that would in turn

affect the national economy and shake

the trust of the citizen in his monetary.

Mr Qatan considered corruption has

reached to the institutions of law and

those sponsoring or controlling the

movement of money in the country.

That is in an indication to the CBY and

the destiny of the National Bank as one

among the biggest national banks,

describing that as a dangerous indicator

for the future of Yemen. 

The YGFCCI letter has also affirmed

that Yemen is not the only country to

face a problem with one of its banks.

There are countries that face more dan-

gerous problems such as what had hap-

pened to a number of Japanese banks

and the Asian Tigers countries

(Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand)

and Egypt. Some banks were unable to

provide necessary liquidity for their

clients but those countries considered

the problem as a national issue rather

than a banking problem and tackled the

subject with objectivity and studied

responsibility in order not to take a step

that they could not contain. Those

countries had taken a number of meas-

ures ensuring the non-creation of con-

fusion and mistrust in banks and sup-

plied those banks with funds meeting

their needs and at the same time took

measures to rectify the situations and

restore conditions to their former nor-

mal position. Those countries’ meas-

ures had reduced impact of the prob-

lems and continued in enhancing trust

in the banks so that the problem would

not aggravate an create panic among

depositors to withdraw their deposits in

a manner leading to that the biggest

banks would be unable to regain the

deposits at one time. “ Because the

deposited funds are usually connected

to investments and loans not able to be

restored at a short time and connected

to financing projects of infrastructure

and other types of developmental activ-

ities.” The message further mentioned

that the CBY could immediately play

its role as other countries central banks

usually do in such cases, demanding

the central bank breaks its silence by

issuing a statement assuring depositors,

banks and economy market instead of

leaving the matter for speculations and

rumors that are issued by irresponsible

parties that do not feel their impact.

The YGFCCI also affirmed that the

condition of private banks does not call

for worrying and they are working with

activity and good reputation and depos-

itors’ money is preserved and invested.

The YGFCCI has also demanded the

government to issue an official state-

ment assuring those dealing with and

depositors to continue their dealing

with those banks. 

This criticism comes as a conse-

quence of the fuss created by bankrupt-

cy of the Watani Bank, preventing its

board of directors from travel and

sending them to public property prose-

cution in preparation for standing trial.

Nevertheless, experts of banking mar-

ket considered measures of the Yemeni

Central Bank of temporary closure as a

clever move to absorb the situation

considering that some other banks have

close financial relationships with the

Watani Bank. 

While holding administration of the

Watani Bank responsible for what hap-

pened to the bank, the professor of eco-

nomic at the University of Sana’a Dr

Hassan Thabit ruled out the clients’

responsibility of that bankruptcy say-

ing, “it is an escape from shouldering

the responsibility given that the work

was in the hands of the bank and its

administration should have assessed

capability of the client.” As for chair-

man of the board of directors of the

Watani Bank Dr Ahmed Al-Hamdani,

and according to media sources, has

allocated around YR one million for

journalists who would stand by him

against dealing with the attack on him,

saying it was targeted against him from

among the other banks operating in the

country. 

In response to that other banking

sources said there were clear-cut docu-

ments affirming the existence of finan-

cial violations that led to manipulating

in the bank’s revenues and that pushed

the Central Bank to announce protec-

tion of is members’ shares estimated at

YR47 million. The sources ascribed the

reasons of protection to government

intentions to carry out serious financial

reforms to stop the economic deteriora-

tion the country is experiencing and the

inability in implementation of the poli-

cy of financial and administrative

reform. The same sources have expect-

ed that other banks, to which terms and

criteria of establishment, would

encounter similar measures by the

Central Bank because of instability of

the banking climate despite the efforts

exerted by government banks. Banking

legislations for establishment of any

bank stipulate raising guarantees of

establishment with the central bank to

YR50 million. 

This banking crisis has urged the

CBY to pump foreign currencies into

the local market in two rounds within

days. The value of the second batch

was $50 million in the mid of this

month. The aim was to keep stability of

banking situations and exchange price

of the national currency. On his part,

Mr. Ahmed Al-Khawi, chairman of the

Yemeni Banks Society gave assurances

to customers of commercial and

Islamic banks about growth of their

activities and increase in volume of

their deposits. Mr. Al-Khawi has said

in a statement to Al-Thawra newspaper

that the banking sector in Yemen has

witnessed noticeable development

from January to October 2005. This

development is represented by the

increase of deposits in the unfired

budget of the commercial and Islamic

banks estimated at YR 613389.7 mil-

lion despite of the not active economic

circumstances. He has affirmed that the

increase in the growth of banking

deposits is considered as new and

reflects trust of customers dealing with

the banking sector, pointing out that the

volume of loans and funding offered by

commercial and Islamic banks to vari-

ous economic sectors during the same

period amounted to around YR235.7

million.

By: Kalman Mizsei and 

Johannes F. Linn

CC
entral Asia is frequently

in the news these days –

and most of the news

seems to be bad. The

casual reader, viewer,

and listener has become acquainted

with a region of landlocked and poor

countries – Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and

Uzbekistan – that share a legacy of iso-

lation, squandered natural resources,

environmental degradation, and

Soviet-era political systems. 

And yet, it is also a region with a

distant history of great economic and

cultural achievement in the Silk Road

era, and that recently has emerged as a

focus of renewed global competition

reminiscent of the Cold War. Can

Central Asia regain a key role at the

center of the huge Eurasian landmass,

surrounded by some of the world’s

most dynamic economies – China,

Russia, and India? 

While there is a laudable interna-

tional effort to help Africa grow out of

heavy donor dependency in the next

decade, the equally momentous eco-

nomic-development and human-secu-

rity challenges facing Central Asia is

generally not fully understood. History

and geography – measured by distance

from the closest seaports – have isolat-

ed these countries physically, econom-

ically, and socially, and have exacer-

bated the difficulties of their transi-

tions to market economies. The result

is that development and governance

indicators in Central Asia are on par

with those in many sub-Saharan

African countries.

The Central Asian Human

Development Report, recently

launched by the United Nations

Development Program, argues that the

countries of Central Asia have a great

opportunity to capitalize on their loca-

tion at the center of a dynamic conti-

nent, their abundant natural resources,

and their still-strong potential to forge

a prosperous, stable, and cohesive

region. This will require them to open

up to the rest of the world, cooperate

with each other and their neighbors,

and radically reform their antiquated

political systems.

Regional cooperation should include

areas ranging from trade, transport,

and transit, to water and energy, as well

as efforts to control of drug trafficking.

The Report estimates that by doing so,

and by improving their investment cli-

mates and governance, Central Asian

countries can double their incomes

over ten years, modernize their

economies, connect with the rest of the

world, and improve the lives of their

citizens dramatically.

Currently, the region suffers from

tremendous transport and transit con-

straints. Trade times and costs are

unnaturally high due to unintegrated

and lengthy border procedures, high

tariff rates, corruption, and underin-

vestment in transport infrastructure.

These costs could be halved by better

customs, border and transit manage-

ment, improved transport corridors and

more competitive transport services.

By joining the World Trade

Organization, improving their invest-

ment climates, and stopping interfer-

ence with shuttle traders – mostly poor

women trying to make a living –gov-

ernments would give the region’s busi-

nesses and farmers access to markets

and attract much-needed new invest-

ment.  

Central Asia is blessed with an abun-

dance of energy and water resources,

even though much is wasted by ineffi-

cient use and poor maintenance of

infrastructure. An estimated $1.7 bil-

lion of agricultural production is lost

annually due to poor water manage-

ment. The region is poised to become

one of the main suppliers of oil and gas

for world energy markets, and its big

rivers, if properly managed, have the

capacity to provide enough water both

for irrigation and for electricity exports

to China, India, and Russia. But coop-

eration is needed both within the

region and with key neighbors in order

to realize effective regional water and

energy management. 

The region is also at risk from the

effects of drug trafficking. While illicit

drugs are moved through all Central

Asian countries, Tajikistan bears the

brunt of the scourge due to its location

at the northern border of Afghanistan.

Up to 100 tons of heroin are estimated

to pass through Tajikistan each year,

which is equivalent to the estimated

annual North American and West

European demand. Unless Central

Asian countries and their neighbors

cooperate in controlling drug produc-

tion, use, and trafficking, this source of

major health risks, corruption, and

crime will not be eradicated.

The good news today is that most of

the Central Asian countries, their

neighbors and the international com-

munity have recognized the impor-

tance of cooperation, openness, and

integration.  Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,

and Tajikistan are actively opening up

and working together on many fronts.

Unfortunately, not all are equally inter-

ested in open borders and close coop-

eration: Turkmenistan stands aside and

Uzbekistan’s borders remain substan-

tially closed. 

Cooperation clearly is not only for

the region’s governments; businesses,

traders, and civil society must be

involved as well. Yet it will be up to

the leadership in the region to over-

come obstacles to openness and co-

operation. Market-oriented reforms

and good governance are preconditions

for effective cross-border ties. The

international community, which has a

shared interest in a prosperous, stable,

and cohesive Central Asia, can and

should play a supporting role in these

efforts.

Kalman Mizsei is the Assistant

Administrator and Regional Director

for Europe and the Commonwealth of

Independent States at the United

Nations Development Programme.

Johannes F. Linn is Executive

Director of The Wolfensohn Initiative

at the Brookings Institution in

Washington DC.

Copyright: Project Syndicate,

2005. 

The Promise of Central Asia

II
nvestment in human

resources in Yemen is still

one of the challenges that

confront the country. This

came in a report issued by

the Arab Establishment for

Investment Guarantee, issued

recently. Yemen is among seven

countries characterized by weak

economic freedom and according to

the international calendar among the

countries of low transparency. It is

also listed as a dangerous country

for investment among of the Arab

countries studied in the report.

The report was written based on

and quoting from accredited

international sources. It stated that

Yemen is categorized along with

two other Arab countries

Mauritania, and Djibouti as least

convenient countries for living.

Another report by the same

establishment classified the three

countries as among those of weak

human development. 

The report pointed out that Yemen

had captured the highest figure in

the cost of building a legal entity for

businesses. While in Kuwait it is

24% of the average income of the

individual, it reaches at 269.2% of

the average of income of the

individual in Yemen.  The report

maintained that Yemen scored zero

figures among six Arab countries

with regard to the ease of business

creation and employment or

discharge of workers and scored

longest among the Arab countries in

time taken for deciding and settling

disputes of businesses. 

The report has made it clear that

Kuwait, Emirates, Qatar and Saudi

Arabia have got a prevalent calendar

of a high investment degree, very

low degree of risk and high ability

of repayment. While Bahrain,

Tunisia and Sultanate of Oman have

according to the report scored good

investment degrees, low risk and

reasonable capability of repayment.

Egypt, Morocco and Jordan have

gained evaluation of speculation,

medium risk along with existence of

aspects of risk in payment. While

Yemen and Lebanon gained high

degree of speculation, high degree

of risk and exposure to dangers of

repayment.

Yemen among
least convenient
Arab countries

for living

Central Bank of Yemen
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LL
ast week the importance of
Humainy poetry was dis-
cussed with respect to liter-
ature in Yemen and it is
widely circulated and

enjoyed by both the educated and the
normal farming and working people of
Yemen.  It has been able to establish a
well refined structure and it has its con-
trols as well, so that only gifted people
can truly produce fine prose in local
Yemeni dialect.  Perhaps nowhere in
Yemen has Humainy or local prose
reached a high level of refinement than
in Sana'a, with its distinct dialect and
refined cultural flair (with the other
cities in the center-north taking up
somewhat from where Sana'a left off;
i.e. Dhamar, Ibb, Sa'ada, Hajjah).
Tehama has its own linguistic character
as well, where the rich Arabic of the
classical and Bedouin genre blend in
somewhat causally with some of the
inherited attributes of the ancient
Himyarite language.

The author admits to the writer of the
preface of the first group of poems that
he hardly keeps organized copies of his
poems and that the only major source
one can rely on his brother Khalid
Abdul-Rahman Jahhaf, or else those
who have memorized his poems or keep
copies of them as they are printed.  He
says most of the time he juts them down
on any piece of paper that he can find,
including cigarette packaging, bills, etc.
that are near him as the idea of a poem
comes to his mind.  

The first group of poems is called
"The Screw pine Flower of February",
collection of this group mainly deal with
rural farming life, especially in the
Tehama area around Hajjah.  They form
a beautiful anthology of the early poetry
of the writer and was in fact the author's
first collection of poetry.  The poems
mainly range around a young or adoles-
cent farmer shepherding sheep or other
livestock and enjoying the beauty of the
rural mountain air and the Tehama beau-
tiful young ladies shepherding with
them or just harvesting the millet or
whatever cereals they are harvesting on
their own land or in the lands of others.  

One such poem starts (On the
Mountains of Bliss)

In the mountains of bliss,
In earth's paradise did we dwell.
The Path of Light is our path, 
Its location is from our places
We have in each village,
A rock on we which we have

inscribed,
The borders of love are our,
And its home is our park

Later on in the poem, the author
brings back to the memories of his
beloved:

If you have forgotten, do remember,
The day I sang to you.
And the river applauded and laughed,
And turned to kiss you.
Again he says later on:
Then, I was only ignorant grazing our

cows,
Your flock with our flock,
Grazing on the graze land of our

country.
If you say sunset has approached,
I parked our camel ahead of you.
The camel was our transport 
And the dog, the guard of our sheep.
Such is the simplicity of Jahhaf's

poem showing a very pleasant affair
between two innocent youths, fiddling
around with the game of love, without
going beyond the limits of shame and
indecency that would characterize pres-
ent day poems of an urban flair.  

In a poem about the approach of the
beginning of the agricultural season, the
author reminds his colleague and friend
Hassan Abdul-Malik about the begin-
ning of the appearance of Aquarius, the
beginning of the agricultural season:

Yes, indeed, by the Prophet, the great
Aquarius is approaching,

You reminded me of the farming
chant, the long tunes and the harvest
songs, 

The Sharaf Land, in its hills, brings
out the songs,

I wish we were in it, 
I wish it was with us.
………………………
The farmers awake early, before they

say it is too late,
With the smile in their faces like the

light of the sunset.
In a message to his friend, Sheikh

Muhsin Al-Dhul'iy, who was the
Administrator of Kushar area, which
included some advice to be conveyed to
his son, the author states:

Sheikh Muhsin, your words are right
on target,

May evil evade you, oh Administrator
of Kushar,

I testify that you are on the straight
path,

On what you said about that news.
I knew not no one like Al-Dhul'iy so

prudent-
Full gentleman-experienced in the

ways of men.
… … … … … … 
Beware (oh son) lest you think you

live forever 
Death, Zeid, there is no escape from.
Go with people, with a proper charac-

ter,
Whether you live in Syria or in Qatar.
My son, people like those who are

steadfastly righteous
And keep their amity for the chival-

rous and the noble. 
Ramzy: Use the same picture of the

cover of the book in last week's LC.
Here country really means the region

or area where they lived.
A way of swearing.
The start of the farming season.
The home area of the author's friend

in the Hajjah area.

The Full Poetic
Collection (2/4)

By: Abu Al-Kalmah Al-Tayyibah

PP
rof. Yosuf Mohammed
Abdullah, who is a
renowned Yemeni
archeologists. He described
himself as "a professor at

Sana’a University teaching archeology,
South Arabian epigraphy.” He is also a
Semitist in addition to his office duty
as an Advisor to the Ministry of
Culture and Tourism. He is a foremost
authority in terms of Yemeni
archeology, studies and old languages.
The Yemen Times met him on the
occasion of his being honored by Al-
Afif Cultural Foundation (ACF) and
explored a number of issues pertaining
to his field of expertise. 

Prof. Yosuf Abdullah expressed his
happiness on the honorary day and said
it is a nice occasion. “It is a good hint
on the part of Al-Afif Foundation
which I claim to be one of its
founders,” he added. “It is a great
pleasure to accept this recognition and
to think of it highly. I feel honored on
this day. This is because I contributed a
lot to this Foundation and I am a part of
it.” He has contributed substantially to
the Yemeni Encyclopedia and has been
always in close contact with Al-Afif
Foundation. 

The ACF has a tradition that the
members of its board of trustees should
be honored separately in sequence of
their age. The founders were five and
Prof. Yosuf is the fourth. The fifth
honored member will be professor
Hussein Al-Amri. All of them are in
their sixtieth year. The board includes
also Ahmed Qayid Barakat, who was a
minister many times, and Mohammed
Al-Ra’di as well as others. 

There will be another honorary day
next week at the University of Sana’a
where Prof. Yosuf will have another
day of honor along with two European
scholars. They are famous French
scholar Christian Robin, and Italian
renown scholar Alexandero De
Migrait. “We are all friends and peers,”
Prof. Yosuf went on. “We grew
together and worked together. We have
also the same age and we worked all on
Yemen for thirty years.”

The University of Sana'a will try to
publish a book written by fellow
scholars of 750 pages in English and
Arabic printed in Italy in contribution
to celebrate the 60th birthday of the
three scholars who worked on South
Arabian inscriptions and South
Arabian studies. Prof. Yosuf thinks that
the ACF will continue both its cultural
and scientific work. “We plan to have
the third edition of the Encyclopedia of
Yemen which is the core work of the
Foundation,” he explained. “The
cultural activities of the ACF are extra
but the main task for which it was
established was to promote scientific
activities and research in Yemen.
Examination of the first and second
editions of the Encyclopedia would
reveal the great effort put into it.”

Blemishes in Encyclopedia:
However, he has his reservations

regarding the second edition. “Many
people wrote in the second edition but
with less scientific responsibility. They
copied from books and they just filled
the blanks. It is not enough. I believe
that, in the third edition, we should try
to revise the material because a
number of articles that were provided
by people claimed to be scholars, did
not live up to the standards of the
encyclopedia. It is not simply about
copying materials or filling the blanks.
It is about establishing scientific
tradition in a professional manner as
well as scientific and academic
responsibility.”

He is optimistic that the mistakes
will be righted in the future.

Private sector and public
commitment: 

To improve the status of antiquities
in Yemen, Prof. Yosuf suggests a shift

of reliance from the government onto
the private sector, and local population.

“We shouldn’t depend only on the
government,” he said. “We have to
connect the awareness of antiquities
and the world of archeology to the
people with the help of the private
sector. It is high time to move from the
government to the private sector.

“The government did little. The
ministries of culture had done little for
archeology. Others should be involved:
the people and the private sector. They
can do a lot.”

He stresses the concept of “public
commitment” which should be a
characteristic of each citizen and a
force that can make up for the failure
of the government in this respect.

“Antiquities are not the ownership
of the government. They are national
properties. I think the governmental
sector failed in protecting antiquities. It
is very difficult to convince the
authorities with the importance of
antiquities and to make them realize
what antiquities are. Each minister
comes and he has to spend a lot of time
to know what is what and then he starts
late before he is leaving office. So, we
have to rely mainly on the people and
the private sector. The private sector
can start supporting archeological
research and data as well as the
publication of materials and supporting
the dissemination of knowledge to
show what is important. We have to put
the people in the thing. Actually, the
President is highly keen and interested
in antiquities but we don’t find the
same interest in the governmental
level. Then what we should do now, as
we have a green light from above, is to
resort to the people and the private
sector that can do a lot. They can
establish societies for the protection of
cultural antiquities and heritage.”

Protection of archeological sites
needs awareness:

Confronted with a question about
the security of archeological sites
many of which are believed to have
been left to looters and robbers, Prof.
Yosuf replied that this is the duty of the
locals themselves and the local
government. “People must be aware of
the significance of antiquities and
archeological sites because it is our
history and a national cultural property.
Protection and preservation of
antiquities and cultural heritage is a
common national responsibility. It
shouldn’t be entrusted solely to the
government or the ministry. It is a
concerted work among locals, private
sector and government with, of course,
the help of the international
community because our heritage is part
of the World’s heritage.”

Potion for archeological ailments:
The field of archeology in Yemen is

plagued with certain shortcomings.
The potion is easily prescribed by Prof.
Yosuf. “Let archeology to the
archeologists and not to
administrators. We have enough
qualified archeologists in Yemen. Give
them the job and don’t give it to the
governmental administrators." 

Foreign expeditions meet a need:
Recently, we have heard about

archeological discoveries done by the
French, German, Italian missions in
Yemen. Asked why don’t Yemeni
archeologists do the job themselves, he
responded by saying: “They are not
financially supported. You cannot dig a
place without money. It costs a lot.
Archeological work is a delicate

scientific work. It needs patience and
meticulousness. It needs time and you
have to care for the stereography and
the pieces. “When looters steal
antiquities from sites, they dig, take
them out and run away in five minutes.
But an archeologist would take five
month to dig a small place. He has to
be careful with the pieces, register the
stereography and know exactly the
relationship of each piece with the
other in order to rebuild the history and
fill the gaps. How can you write the
history without knowing the
relationship between all pieces? There
are Yemeni archeologists who can do
that and I myself have hundreds of
students who studied archeology with
me and I am sure they can do it but put
them in their jobs and provide them
with the means. Archeology is a
scientific task to be carried out by
specialists and only specialists. 

“When European missions come
here, they come from reputable
universities and we work along with
them. I take care also to rectify certain
misconceptions. Several books were
written about the history of Yemen and
I was involved in the writing of these
books. I wrote also some of their
introductions. This is why they are ok.
I managed to correct certain wrong
notions. For example, they used to
write that in Yemen there were many
kingdoms, many histories and many
governments. I managed to convince,
with the passage of time, the European
archeologists that in the ancient history
of Yemen, there was only one
kingdom, i.e., the Kingdom of Sheba.
The ancient history of Yemen is the
history of Sheba. The rest of so-called
kingdoms came and went but the title
of the main king of Yemen was the
King of Sheba, or the King of Sheba
and Thi Raydan, or the King of Sheba
and Hadhramout etc. So when we
discussed with them and tried hard
with them at conferences, they were
convinced. Thus, there was only one
history of Yemen as there was only one
history of Egypt and one history of
Mesopotamia. But we ourselves
ignorantly insist that we had many

kingdoms. Of course, they existed but
were satellite kingdoms, something we
can call them sheikhdoms. They
worked with Sheba and where under
Sheba.

Yemen's written history 
Prof. Yosuf doesn’t think that the

history of Yemen has been written
completely. Although a great deal has
been done, to him, there is still a long
way to go.

“There is much to do before getting
the full picture. The discoveries are
made now everyday and Yemen now is
at the zenith of discoveries. Yemen
now is everywhere. I was at a
conference in Saudi Arabia on ancient
caravan cities in Arabia two weeks ago
and Yemen was on the top. And I was
at the American University of Beirut
last week at another conference, which
was on society and economy in
Ancient Arabia and Yemen was also on
the top. 

“Currently, tens of Arab and
European scholars are writing about
Yemen. Yemen is no longer out of
focus. It is now the focus of history.”

Distorters of ancient Yemeni history:
He advises against listening to

amateurs and non-archeologists or
those who want to make money out of
archeology and artifacts. He
recommends listening to specialists. 

“Only listen to archeologists and
Yemen has many.” He warns against
the people opposing the Yemeni
history; people who “don’t believe in
the ancient history of Yemen. There are
people who write books on Yemen's
history, which are nothing but
‘bullshit.’”

He continued, “I assure you that
there are many books on the market,
which are about Hymiar and Sheba all
of which are nonsense. There are
people who don’t believe in the ancient
history of Yemen and believe in their
own history.” 

He states that the term of
antiquities/archeology is hackneyed
and profaned. It is mentioned by many
people and newspapers that talk about
it but don’t know it exactly. 

“They don’t go to the field and deal
with the artifacts. Non-archeologists
have no knowledge and they claim that
they know a lot. For them antiquities
are a treasure; antiquities are so and so.
Antiquities and archeology should not
be tampered with and should be left to
archeologists and not to amateurs or
any Jack or Tom.”

Sued for doing well:
Recently, a Yemeni exhibition of

artifacts that went around the world
has come back after a seven-year
journey. The exhibition, entitled “In
the Land of the Queen of Sheba,”
included many pieces that were
displayed in many European capitals.
Prof. Yosuf told us that the exhibition
was his intuitive, which caused him a
trouble.

“The exhibition is mine. I was the
one who directed and planned it and
sent it for seven years. I was brought to
court because of it. The alleged charge
against me was that I sold all those
pieces. Now you read in the
newspapers that they have come back
and they are all there and are ok.”

Concerning the fruits of this
exhibition, he said: “Yemen is now
known. Yemen is no longer on the
margin but in the focus. The Queen of
Sheba was not in Ethiopia or Israel as
some people falsely claim but she was
in Yemen.” 

According to Prof. Yosuf, seven
books have been published in Arabic,
English, French, Italian, German, and
Spanish, all of which testified to one
fact: The Queen of Sheba was Yemeni
and now everybody knows that the
Queen of Sheba was in Yemen. Before,
it was a matter of debate. 

Prof. Yosuf Abdullah to Yemen Times

Government failed to 
protect national antiquities

Prof. Yosuf Mohammed Abdullah
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OO
n December 25, 26 and
27, people all over
Yemen will once again
open their doors to polio
immunisation teams.

Through their participation in the cam-
paign, parents will continue efforts to
protect their children from polio and
eradicate the deadly disease from the
nation. 

During the 3 consecutive days of the
immunisation campaign, many thou-
sands of vaccination teams will move
door-to-door, visiting every household
in order to deliver the oral polio vaccine
to all of Yemen’s 4 million children
aged under five years. 

Yemen’s unprecedented immunisa-
tion efforts follow an outbreak of polio
earlier this year in which a total of 476
cases of polio were reported. Only one
other country (Nigeria) recorded more
cases of polio this year. Yemen’s out-
break began in February and reached its
peak in May. Previously, Yemen had
been polio-free since 2000.

This year’s intense polio immunisa-
tion efforts have been a direct response
to the polio outbreak. During these cam-
paigns parents and health workers have
worked together to ensure that every
child under 5 years receives the polio
vaccine and is protected from the polio
outbreak in Yemen.

The immunisation campaigns in
Yemen have already brought the nation-
al outbreak under control. No new cases
of polio have occurred since October.
However, the intense, door-to-door
immunisation efforts will continue to
occur until it is certain that polio has
been totally eliminated from Yemen.

The virus that causes polio is highly
infectious and spreads in areas where
sanitation is poor or children are not
immunised. The virus grows in the
human intestine and is passed from per-
son to person via human facaes. If
human waste contaminates a water sup-
ply, or even the hands of young chil-
dren, the virus can spread and cause dis-
ease. 

Polio can cause permanent paralysis
or even death. The disease cannot be

cured, but it can be prevented by multi-
ple doses of the oral polio vaccine.
Unlike other immunisations, polio vac-
cine has to be given by mouth. This
makes the vaccine easier to give to chil-
dren. However, the effect of the vaccine
is less reliable, since the child may not
swallow all the drops, or the vaccine
may not be absorbed properly from the
gut – especially if the child has diar-
rhoea. For these reasons, multiple doses
of the vaccine should be given in order
to ensure adequate protection. Children
can receive multiple doses of oral polio
vaccine without any detrimental effect
upon their health.

In 1988, the Polio Eradication
Initiative was launched to eliminate the
paralysing disease from the world. The
end of 2005 had become defined as a
deadline for this achievement. However,
eradication efforts suffered a setback in
August 2003 when children in several
Northern Nigerian states were prevent-
ed from receiving the oral polio vaccine.
Governors of these states banned immu-
nisation activities; claiming that the vac-
cines might contain sterilising agents.
Following the end of immunisation
activities, the number of polio cases
rose sharply in the region. Subsequently,
during 2004 and 2005, the poliovirus
spread from Nigeria to other African
countries and eventually across the Red
Sea to Yemen. The Northern Nigerian
states eventually resumed polio immu-
nisations after scientific experiments
conducted in Pakistan proved the vac-
cine did not contain sterilising agents.

Eradication efforts reduced the global
incidence of polio from 350,000 cases
in 1988 to an all time low of less than
700 cases in 2003. However, following
Nigeria’s outbreak and subsequent
spread of the disease, the number of
global cases rose to 1255 in 2004 and to
1567 so far in 2005. 

The deadline for worldwide eradica-
tion of polio has now been pushed back
from the end of 2005 to 2008. 

[The Polio Eradication Initiative is a
coalition spearheaded by the World
Health Organisation, Rotary
International, the US Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
and UNICEF.

People of Yemen continue 

the fight against polio

By: Amel Mohammed Al-Ariqi

AA
report of Environment

Protection Authority

EPA revealed that the

domestic waste in

2000 is estimated at

1.266.084 tons in main cities like

Sana'a, Taiz, and Aden due to increas-

ing population concentration, while

the number was at 970.461 tons in

2000. According to the report, the

domestic waste includes food

remains, glass, metal objects, electric

wires, and hazardous waste such as

expired medicines, bactericide or

insecticides.

Therefore, communities started

complaining of waste in their neigh-

bors, with special focus on plastic

bags and materials which are not dis-

banded naturally and need specific

waste containers for discard or recy-

cling purposes. Municipalities have

arranged for daily door-to-door col-

lection of garbage, however, residents

find it inconvenient that their daily

garbage has to wait throughout the

day and night until the next morning

to be collected, as household con-

sumption takes place throughout the

day therefore garbage bags are filled

and put outside door steps to be col-

lected the next morning. However,

stray cats and dogs, as well as weath-

er conditions do allow plastic garbage

bags to remain intact resulting in dirt

and garbage spreading in the streets

and neighborhoods during the rest of

the day and night.

Moreover, not all neighborhoods

are lucky enough to get daily garbage

collection; several neighborhoods get

this service only once every two days

or twice a week, despite the Republic

decree number 20 in 1999 for the

establishment of funds for cleaning

and beautifying the Yemeni cities.

Additionally, research indicated

several cases where various disposed

materials interact with the substance

of the plastic and in turn becoming a

serious hazard, For example, medi-

cines and disinfectants and cleaning

liquids may become poisons that

cause skin burns and toxic odors.

Similarly, glass, metal and other sharp

objects may tear plastic bags and in

turn expose cleaning workers and

children to cuts and

infections.Mohammed, 19, indicated

that throughout his work as a cleaner

and garbage collector for two years he

was hurt by sharp tools or glass that

were put in the low quality plastic

bags.

With this regard, the government

issued two ministerial decrees to

identify the acceptable standards for

plastic production stipulating that

imported and locally produced plastic

bags whose density is less than 60

microns (currently they are 20

microns) should be banned. This stan-

dard resulted in the protests of plastic

factories directors who have no social

responsibility and refused to sacrifice

a share of their profits to this end

through claiming that such demand

will need more row material and in

turn raise the cost of production.

Thus, the two decrees were no longer

enforced.

On a related issue, animals in the

countryside occasionally suffer poi-

soning as a result of munching over

plastic bags, consequently affecting

those who consume meats of such

animals.

The plastic pollution is also threat-

ening marine life. According to Dr.

Akram Al-Kershi of the Department

of Environmental & Earth Sciences,

the ingestion of plastic bags “may

cause a problem for rare species such

as the leatherback turtle, which nor-

mally eats jellyfish. Plastic litter may

also deform the beauty and value of

coastal areas, in turn posing a threat

to tourism."

Discarded plastics do not easily

break down into simpler components;

they are mixed with soil, preventing

rainwater from seeping into earth to

feed the underground reservoirs,

affecting plants which do not get

enough water for their growth.

Burning plastic is also inefficient,

because burnt plastic becomes a solid

substance while emitting a suffocat-

ing smoke which is hazardous to

health.

Researches on the subject have

attempted many times to facilitate

alternative methods for waste man-

agement, including reducing con-

sumption of plastics, using

biodegradable plastics, and recycling

plastic waste, or chemical recycling

which refers to a process that uses

heat and chemicals to break plastic

molecules down into more basic com-

ponents, which can then be reused.

However, none of these alternative

methods are being implemented on a

large scale.

The Ministry of water and

Environment has finally started the

endeavor towards waste management;

In 22nd of June 2005, the ministry

signed an agreement with Zinat

Corporation on a project for waste

recycling, through providing contain-

ers of different colors to collect paper,

cartons, and plastic waste. The

garbage  picked up weekly is recycled

into items of daily use (such as plastic

sewage pipes, and cardboard boxes

for eggs), the ministry is supposed to

receive a regular record of disposal

quantities, and if successful, the proj-

ect will be replicated in other related

government agencies.

Plastic everywhere

Discarded Plastic affects plants which do not get enough water as a result

Plastic are moldable, synthetic (chemically-fabricated) materials derived mostly

from fossil fuels, such as oil, coal, or natural gas.

The word plastic is derived from the words plasticus (Latin for “capable of mold-

ing”) and plastikos (Greek “to mold,” or “fit for molding”). Plastics can be made

hard as stone, strong as steel, transparent as glass, light as wood, and elastic as

rubber. Plastics are also lightweight, waterproof, chemical resistant, and pro-

duced in almost any color. More than 50 families of plastics have been produced,

and new types are currently under development.

As plastics have become more versatile, use of plastics has grown as well. In

2005, annual global demand for plastics is projected to exceed 200 million met-

ric tons (441 billion lb).

Plastic bags are thrown  in the streets waiting for the cleaners  

By Richard J. McNally

HH
ow victims remember

trauma is the most

controversial issue

facing psychology

and psychiatry today.

Many clinical trauma theorists

believe that combat, rape, and other

terrifying experiences are seemingly

engraved on the mind, never to be

forgotten.  

Others disagree, arguing that the

mind can protect itself by banishing

memories of trauma from awareness,

making it difficult for victims to

remember their most horrific experi-

ences until it is safe to do so many

years later. While acknowledging that

trauma is often all too memorable,

these certain clinical trauma theorists

assert that a condition known as

“traumatic dissociative amnesia”

leaves a large minority of victims

unable to recall their trauma, precise-

ly because it was so overwhelmingly

terrifying.  

However, these clinical trauma the-

orists do not argue that “repressed” or

“dissociated” memories of horrific

events are either inert or benign. On

the contrary, these buried memories

silently poison the lives of victims,

giving rise to seemingly inexplicable

psychiatric symptoms, and therefore

must be exhumed for healing to

occur.

This is no ordinary academic

debate. The controversy has spilled

out of the psychology laboratories

and psychiatric clinics, capturing

headlines, motivating legislative

changes, and affecting outcomes in

civil lawsuits and criminal trials.  

Whether individuals can repress

and recover memories of traumatic

sexual abuse has been especially con-

tentious. During the 1990’s, many

adult psychotherapy patients began to

recall having been sexually abused

during childhood. Some took legal

action against the alleged perpetra-

tors, often their elderly parents. While

complaints against parents, based on

allegedly repressed and recovered

memories of abuse, have declined,

those against large institutions, such

as the Catholic Church, have

increased.  

Strikingly, both advocates and

skeptics of the concept of traumatic

dissociative amnesia adduce the same

studies when defending their diamet-

rically opposed views. But it is the

advocates who misinterpret the data

when attempting to show that victims

are often unable to recall their trau-

matic experiences.  

Consider the following. After expo-

sure to extreme stress, some victims

report difficulties remembering

things in everyday life. Advocates of

traumatic amnesia misconstrue these

reports as showing that victims are

unable to remember the horrific event

itself.  In reality, this memory prob-

lem concerns ordinary absentminded-

ness that emerges in the wake of trau-

ma; it does not refer to an inability to

remember the trauma itself.  Ordinary

forgetfulness that emerges after a

trauma must not be confused with

amnesia for the trauma.

Consider, too, that one symptom of

posttraumatic stress disorder is an

“inability to recall an important

aspect of the trauma.” This symptom,

however, does not mean that victims

are unaware of having been trauma-

tized.  

Indeed, the mind does not operate

like a video recorder, and thus not

every aspect of a traumatic experi-

ence gets encoded into memory in the

first place. High levels of emotional

arousal often result in the victim’s

attention being drawn to the central

features of the event at the expense of

other features. Incomplete encoding

of a trauma must not be confused with

amnesia – an inability to recall some-

thing did get into memory.

Moreover, a rare syndrome called

“psychogenic amnesia” is sometimes

confused with traumatic amnesia.

Victims of psychogenic amnesia sud-

denly lose all memory of their previ-

ous lives, including their sense of per-

sonal identity. Occasionally, this sud-

den, complete memory loss occurs

after severe stress, but not invariably.

After a few days or weeks, memory

abruptly returns. In contrast, the phe-

nomenon of dissociative amnesia

supposedly entails victims’ inability

to remember their traumatic experi-

ences, not an inability to remember

their entire lives or who they are. 

Several surveys show that adults

reporting childhood sexual abuse

often say that there was a period of

time when they “could not remem-

ber” their abuse. Claims of prior

inability to remember imply that they

had attempted unsuccessfully to

recall their abuse, only to remember it

much later. Yet if these individuals

were unable to remember their abuse,

on what basis would they attempt to

recall it in the first place?  

Most likely, they meant that there

was a period of time when they did

not think about their abuse. But not

thinking about something is not the

same thing as being unable to remem-

ber it. It is inability to remember that

constitutes amnesia.

Research conducted in my labora-

tory on adults reporting histories of

childhood sexual abuse provides a

solution to this bitter controversy.

Some of our participants reported

having forgotten episodes of nonvio-

lent sexual abuse perpetrated by a

trusted adult. They described it as

having been upsetting, confusing, and

disturbing, but not traumatic in the

sense of being overwhelmingly terri-

fying. Failing to understand what had

happened to them, they simply did

not think about it for many years.

When reminders prompted recol-

lection many years later, they experi-

enced intense distress, finally under-

standing their abuse from the per-

spective of an adult. These cases

count as recovered memories of sexu-

al abuse, but not as instances of trau-

matic dissociative amnesia. That is,

the events were not experienced as

traumatic when they occurred, and

there is no evidence that they were

inaccessible during the years when

they never came to mind.

Sexual abuse is not invariably trau-

matic in the sense of being over-

whelmingly terrifying.  Of course, it

is always morally reprehensible, even

when it fails to produce lasting psy-

chiatric symptoms.

Richard J. McNally, Ph.D. is

Professor of Psychology and

Director of Clinical Training in the

Department of Psychology at

Harvard University. He is the

author of Remembering Trauma.

Copyright: Project Syndicate,

2005. 
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The folklore of 
buried memories
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WW
ith the
develop-
ments in
cognitive
psycholo-

gy, which tried to unravel
the mental processes in lan-
guage learning, language
was viewed as a rule-gov-
erned creative activity rather
than a mechanical habit for-
mation. The cognitive
approach which then sub-
stantially influenced lan-
guage teaching drew from
theory development in the
transformational generative grammar
proposed mainly by Chomsky (1959,
1965). The development in the cognitivist
school stemmed the structuralist tide
which was very much in favor of pronun-
ciation teaching. The cognitive school
proposed that learning native-like pro-
nunciation was unrealistic, and could not
be achieved. The tide turned to emphasize
the teaching of grammar and vocabulary
which proved to be more attainable objec-
tives for non-native learners.

The Silent Way, as discussed in
Gattegno (1972, 1976), is the next promi-
nent landmark in pronunciation teaching
with focus on accuracy. Individual
sounds, assimilation processes when
sounds combine, stress and intonation are
all emphasized in the teaching methodol-
ogy so that the learner can sharpen her
internal mechanism for accurate pronun-
ciation.

In this method, sound-color charts,
Fidel charts, word charts and color rods
are used by the teachers in place of the
phonetic alphabet and explicit linguistic
information. The teacher’s talk in teach-
ing is kept to the minimum, and the input
is given mainly through elaborate ges-
tures in how to use the various tools in
approximating an accurate pronunciation.
Once the input has been given, the teacher
recedes to the background allowing learn-
ers to practice pronunciation in  stages
using the charts and rods. Many language
educators (Stevik: 1980, and Blair: 1991)
appreciate the discovery procedure of the
Silent Way which allows learner’s internal
resources to come into play in getting a
feel for the actual stress, intonation and
rhythmical patterns of the target lan-
guage.

Like the Silent Way another learner-
centered approach to teaching pronuncia-
tion is Community Language Learning
(Rogers: 1951, Curran: 1976). The role of
the teacher in this approach is that of a
‘counselor’. A tape recorder is the essen-
tial tool around which learners sit in a cir-
cle. The ‘counselor’ produces an utter-
ance for a learner in slow motion and in
chunks. The learner repeats the chunks
and then the whole utterance till she gets
the appropriate pronunciation. The pro-
nunciation is then recorded. Every learner
gets the chance for pronunciation practice
and recording of their pronunciation.

The recorded utterances are played
back with a word-for-word translation
provided by the counselor. The input by
the counselor can be switched on or off at
will by any learner. The focus of the
learners remain on how the utterances
were made and not on what was said.
Here, the learners have the option to
choose the language chunks they would
like to practice without any intervention
from the teacher’s side. The level of
attainment is also controlled by the learn-
ers’ independent choice. Though the
methodology is similar to the Direct
Method, i.e., intuitive and imitative, the
content and extent of practice is learner
centered.

The Communicative Approach in lan-
guage teaching came into practice in the

early 1980s, and is still
prevalent in most ESL
classrooms. Its basic prin-
ciple is grounded on the
primary purpose for which
language is used, i.e.,
communication. As the
main bearing of this
approach is to teach lan-
guage to learners to carry
on communication effec-
tively, there has been a
renewed urgency in teach-
ing pronunciation to
achieve that objective.

Research in the level of
achievement in pronunciation (Hinofotis
& Baily: 1980) shows that nonnative
speakers of English should be able to
achieve a ‘threshold level’ pronunciation.
They can communicate and produce the
desired effect through speaking if their
pronunciation is at the ‘threshold level’. If
their accomplishment falls below this
level, there arises problems in oral com-
munication no matter how refined and
broad their grasp is over English grammar
and vocabulary.

Morely (1987) suggests that four types
of English language speakers are now
there for whom oral communication
needs to be at a high level of intelligibili-
ty, and who therefore require appropriate
acquisition of English pronunciation.
These four types are the following:
1. nonnative faculty members and

teaching assistants in academic insti-
tutions in English speaking countries

2. nonnative technical personnel, busi-
ness people and professionals in their
work situations in English speaking
countries

3. nonnative diplomats who need to use
English as their working lingua fran-
ca

4. nonnative refugees wishing to emi-
grate to English speaking countries.

Apart from the list above, there is a
spurt in English speaking activities glob-
ally. People who are obliged to use
English efficiently in other situations than
the ones already mentioned are the fol-
lowing:
1. nonnative teachers of English in their

own countries who are expected to be
role models for their learners

2. nonnative technical personnel, people
in business, and professionals who
deal either with native English speak-
ers and/or nonnative English speak-
ing people from various countries in
relation to their work or profession.

All the above categories require appro-
priate and adequate training in oral com-
munication skills.

The classroom objectives in ESL cur-
rently is not to aspire for a native-like
competence in oral communication,
which has already been proved to be
unachievable with a majority of learners.
Such a goal is unrealistic except for a few
highly motivated and adroit learners. A
more realistic goal is to assist learners to
move beyond the ‘threshold level’. If they
remain below the ‘threshold level’, they
would not only have to consciously labor
with the various aspects of pronunciation
but would also have to cope with other
immediate communication requirements.
Teaching of pronunciation should now
focus upon the process of internalizing
the required patterns in English utterance
stress and intonation. When the internal-
ization is accomplished, conscious plod-
ding to achieve an acceptable and intelli-
gible pronunciation will cease, and the
mental faculties will allow learners to
concentrate their attention on expression
of meaning through English. In other
words, their attention will no longer be
unduly sensitive to ‘not’ producing clum-
sy pronunciation, but will remain free to
negotiate the meaning-building maneuver
in oral communication.

Pedagogical issues
Accepting that discernible pronuncia-

tion is the primary requirement for non-
native speakers of English, the next issue
to deal with is pedagogical. Teachers of
nonnative learners require pragmatic
teaching mechanisms and tools to devel-
op oral competency in their learners. In
Communicative Language Teaching
(CLT), no accepted common methodolo-
gy has yet been projected for the teaching
community, though quite some practical
suggestions for teaching English pronun-
ciation communicatively appear in Celce-
Murcia (1983), Cecle-Murcia et al
(1996), and Pica (1984) among a few oth-
ers.

Being holistic in approach, CLT has
allowed its practitioners in teaching pro-
nunciation a wide range and variety of
choices in methodology drawing from the
more traditional ‘listen and imitate’, ‘pho-
netic training’, ‘conceptualized minimal
pairs’, ‘approximation drills’, ‘vowel shift

and stress shift practice’ and ‘reading
aloud’, to a more modern practice in
‘utterance stress’, ‘intonation in context’,
‘voice quality management,’ role play’,
‘discussions in groups’, ‘presentation
techniques’ and so on.

Inherent to the traditional approaches
to teaching is the emphasis on practicing
sounds in isolation and sounds in words at
the initial stage of learning English pro-
nunciation. The words are then placed in
unnatural sentences manipulated to focus
learner attention on the sound/s under
study. Though a discourse based approach
is used in reading aloud the sentences
under discussion, attention continues to
be on sound production. The materials
used for pronunciation practice under any
of the traditional approaches tend to be
teacher driven and prepared by teachers.

With theory development in CLT
(Brumfit & Johnson:  1979; Widdowson:
1978), the pronunciation teaching peda-
gogy underwent a sea change. Techniques
and materials used to teach pronunciation
at the segmental level were discarded in
toto in favor of discourse based approach-
es. The practical considerations for com-
munication oriented pronunciation teach-
ing drove methodologists and teachers in
search of more effective tools in terms of
suitable materials and teaching pedagogy.

McNerny and Mendelsohn (1992), and
Gilbert (1993) share the opinion through
their research that pronunciation courses
which focus on teaching suprasegmentals
at the discourse level lead learners quick-
ly to a higher level of comprehensibility.
Such courses prove less frustrating for
learners than courses emphasizing learn-
ing sounds, as the latter is less achievable.
In learning the suprasegmentals, greater
change can be attained in pronunciation
in a short duration of instruction and prac-
tice.

Current research thus deals with the
acquisition of the discourse features in
pronunciation: English stress and unstress
and the resulting rhythm, intonation pat-
terns with variable pitch contours, voice
quality settings along with phonemic con-
trasts and assimilation. There is no longer
a tussle between a ‘top-down’ and a ‘bot-
tom-up’ approach. The move is towards a
combinatory approach using those fea-
tures which occur in contexts carrying a
heavy functional load. Those features
could be phonemic and/or suprasegmen-
tal but those must be the ones which have
a bearing on the communicational needs
of the learners. Thus the attention is now
on teaching the functional aspects of pro-
nunciation used to carry on effective com-
munication. If the functional impact is
under-valued, learners can encounter two
problems: first, in listening to understand
natural English, and next, in their own
oral communication.

At present, any syllabus prepared to
teach pronunciation needs to have a holis-
tic approach which would integrate the
choice of teaching-learning principles
with learner requirements, and would use
materials and methodology to suit learn-
ers’ linguistic ability, and their short and
long term requirements in verbal commu-
nication.
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II
n the last two parts we
have seen some of the
basic principles a
reviewer should bear
in mind, and what

tasks should a learner per-
form in the class.  A small
suggestion has also been
offered to encourage the stu-
dents to write reviews.  In
this section we shall look at
the teacher’s job.  Let us be
very brief, for teaching like
life has variety and each one
of us may do our jobs differ-
ently.  There is no single method proven
to be universally good or bad.  Hence
what is said here needs to be taken more
as a suggestion rather than a recommen-
dation.

A learner while reviewing a book is
expected to produce the review in six
steps. These steps have been enumerated
in some detail in the previous write up.
As teachers, it is our duty to facilitate the
learners to complete each of these six
tasks as successfully as possible.  

1. The first step in writing a review
relates to stating the title.  Here we need
to   make it clear that the title as given in
a review differs from the bibliographic
entry.  It may be useful to introduce to
our learners style manuals.  Copies of
MLA Style Sheet (Modern Language
Association) could be made available or
books with bibliographic entries could
be provided to students.  Students could
make a comparative study of the two
types of entries and make a list of simi-
larities and differences.  You could use
this e.g. to begin with:

Bibliographic entry:  Lewis, M (2002)
The Lexical Approach - The State of
ELT and a Way Forward,    London,
Thomson Heinle.

Review entry: The Lexical Approach
– The State of ELT and a Way
Forward, Michael Lewis, London,
Thomson Heinle: 2002 (pp viii + 196)
ISBN 090671799 x [price not stated]

To help your learners, you could ask
them to look at the order of entries, punc-
tuation marks used, details of informa-
tion etc.  Practice can be provided using
books they are familiar with, perhaps the
books that are prescribed to them.  It
would be more helpful, if this exercise is
carried out in pairs and groups for dis-
cussion makes learning better.

2. The second point talks about the rel-
evance of the book under review.  This
would perhaps be difficult for the learn-
ers to arrive at.  Help the learners  read
reviews of books published in journals

and magazines, and
identify parts which
relate to the relevance.
In the previous section
(part II) of this write-up
some reasons which
could prompt a person to
write a review are sug-
gested.  The list is not
exhaustive.  By under-
taking the type of exer-
cise mentioned, learners
can come out with an
inventory of reasons and
the list can be formida-

ble.  Collect some reviews published and
share them among your learners.  Let
them read these reviews and become
familiar with the format and different
parts of the review.  This could once
again be a group task.  A review could be
shared among six to eight learners for
analysis and discussion.

3. The third section which should give
information about the author is optional.
However, in the class, to make the task
useful, it would be appropriate to choose
authors who are well known and about
who we could give some information to
the learners.  A better task could be ask
the learners to look up encyclopedias or
surf the net to glean information about
some authors.  Let them get some infor-
mation about Keats and Shelley, or Shaw
and Galsworthy, Milton and Marlowe.
The list of authors we can provide them
can come from different fields as well.
Some famous names are provided here to
help you start the work: Milton, F;
Myrdal Gunnar; Kant Emmanuel; Sartre
J P; Kafka F; Proust M;  Cohelo P;
Calvino, I; Ray Bradbury; Jung C;
Widdowson H G; Hoyle, F; Bellow, S;
Mandela, N; Patai, R; and El Shamy
Hasan M. These are names chosen from
different fields of work like economics,
psychology, science, sociology, criti-
cism, creative writing, ELT and other
fields. Once again pair work may be
more profitable than students working
alone on a task like this. Perhaps this task
could even be administered as part of a
project work on which the learners can
work at home.

4. The fourth section of the review
deals with providing a summary.  This is
in fact an exercise in comprehension.
But let us attempt at eliciting learner
understanding without our intervention.
Let us help our learners with some small
stories, essays, and reports (not over two
pages) and ask them to read independ-
ently and summarize for the whole class.
A pool of materials (stories, essays and
reports) can be gathered with student
cooperation.  We could ask each student

to bring a story or two (or a piece of
some published writing) and this could
be pooled and distributed randomly to
the students for summarizing.  Certain
guidelines can be offered to develop
summaries (this need not be elaborated
here) and later discussed in the class with
peer correction.

5. This section deals with offering
opinions and comments.  In fact, this
would be the spill over of the task
offered in the previous section (4). When
students share their summaries in the
class, and their write up is open for dis-
cussion, comments would flow in, in
abundance. We could monitor this dis-
cussion by helping the learners to sift the
chaff from the grain.  You could sensitize
them to identify the relevant points and
discard the not very relevant points.
Further, a lot of training can be provided
in observing the etiquette of group dis-
cussion, and using a language that does
not hurt others while offering criticism. It
is time our learners become familiar with
the nuances of the language, for they are
at a stage when they need to say good
bye to their student lives and enter real
life.

6. The last section relates to the writ-
ing of the conclusion and offering sug-
gestions on the relevance and usefulness
of the book.  This is an open exercise,
and much depends on the type of book
chosen.  Perhaps this is best left to the
learners to learn on their own.

After reading this, you may have a rel-
evant question to ask.  The tasks sug-
gested here take a long time to work
through.  Do we have the luxury of eter-
nity to teach in our class?  And at that one
topic on a course?  Indeed, the question
is relevant, and the following suggestion
may help you to some extent.

When we read literature available on
the Teaching Writing (called Process
Writing), most of the scholars express an
opinion that the classroom time should
not be utilized for the actual writing.
Classroom should provide the inputs,
and the actual writing task should hap-
pen outside the class either as assignment
or a home task.  If this is accepted in
principle, and the classroom time is used
for discussions and sharing views, the
tasks suggested here would not occupy
more than two weeks of teaching time.

Let us hope to build a new tomorrow.
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Those who make war fight
not

Those who fight like not.
The makers shed tears false

for the sufferers
The sufferers have no powers

to stop wars.
The war mongers preach

peace
The peace preachers monger

war
Everyone knows war is bad
But all militate over trifles.

Every single penny each
country

Needs for construction,
reconstruction.

Pervasive is the desire for
nation-building

Elusive are measures for
confidence-building.

Permissive hence is a budget
for arsenal building.

Discursive so are the rulers
that one longs for

Daemon Mailer to snatch war

despatches
Serve failure notices or the

Postmaster
to report the mail as

undeliverable.

Why not give a thought to 
The other half weltering in

hunger,
Withering in ill-health,

wallowing
In poverty, illiteracy …?

No nation has money
For construction
But plenty for destruction!
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Required: A private

home tuitor for ICGCL

ordinary level O level

for biology maths and

chemistry

student : Male 17 years.

please call 711443480

711152845

Electronic / Electrical

installation engineer for

installing security alarm

systems degree /

diploma holders

minimum experience 2

years fax C.V:01-

510397(any nationality)

P.O - 2202 Hadda street

Sana’a(73420510)

Female secretary

required to work full

time in a computer

company. Perfect

English and computer

use are must

send CV to 514213

/contact: 711115160          

Yemeni male

graduate from great

Britain college from 98

until may 05. the

subject out as(IT)

computer+ Business +

Math’s + English

language+ business

English 5 years work

experience plus

acourse in selling and

marketing in the biggest

+ companies in the gulf

region-looking to work

as amarketing or

administration manager

in Yemen sales

for contact:711112917

/77770655

Graduate from Sana'a

University specialist

public relation  and I

have secretary computer

and I can speak English

very well.

Saleh Hussein Al-fohed 

Tel: 77830159 -

71613653

Hussein  Mubarak

Experience: financial

Asst,  purchasing ,

cashier , Receiphinist,

Store - keeper, Librarian

, driver dispatcher,

Security, gen.services

for contact:711005504 

ph.D-Pharmacist Dr.

Saleh  Adhulmani   -

long experience

educational,commercial,

and manufactural

pharmacy fields with

fluency in German ,

English Russian  and

Arabic languages +

knowledge in

admenstrational

accounting and planning

methods tel: 01246803 

8 yrs experience

(from Singapore)Indian

male looking for job in

Administration/procure

ment/Project

coordinator / secretarial

post for

contact:73464552 or

manoimmanuel@yahoo.

com.sg

Ali Abdul Majeed,

electronics &

communication

Engineer university of

Baghdad , wide

experience in instating

and maintenance in

medical systems, wide

experience in computer

fields poth pc’s

mobile: 73548199

Aiman Ahmed-

Secondary school -

comers level3 - diploma

of secretary computer -

English language good

in writting and

speaking- driving 

license

experience(warehouse

keeper-inventory

control-follow up

purchasing)

for contact:73409652 

Adel Al-Sharafi-

B.A. degree , English,

teacher of ICDL for 3

years in Yemen

Holland(ICI)- 5 years

in computer

maintenance net Cafe

building- very good in

typing Arabic and

English

for contact: 73174751

one year experienced

Indian female a countant

seeks a suitable

placement in Aden

fpr contact: 73 86 42 98

Abdullah Aljabri -

Diploma in English

Language from Manipal

institute of computer

education (India)

looking for job in

tourism company

for contact:71761051

One year experienced

Indian female chemical

engineer (B.TECH) with

computer proficiency

seeks

suitable placement

immediately.

For contact:73639959 

A fascinating villa for

rent 8 holes 10 bath

rooms and 5 kitchens

and 17 rooms a garden

parking space for 6 cars

for contact: 73618845

Looking for house

with separate room for

garden and place for car

parking

for contact: 71268661

Villa for rent ,

located on Hadda street

close to France embassy

five rooms and tow

bathrooms . contact Mr.

Adnan Al-Qubati

Mobile:71925565 or

240310

Spacious flat(whole

first floor) with

telephone available

and two balcongs ,

very good location in

khormaksar Aden .

Magid Byyneid

Yasser Moh’d

tel.02/231913 or

02/234064

For sale: A pajero

car, four-wheeled-

drive, with five

doors. Model 2000,

with silver color. The

car is in good

condition. it has

passed 177 thousand

kilometers.

Price: YR 2200000

Interested can call at

77211113

For sale: Corolla -89

European model, in

excellent condition for

$5500(negotiable)

serious buyers to contact

with mr.Salman

Tel:71602802

(between 4p.m to 9p.m)

intel cpu 3200 ghz -

MB intel 915 ram 512

DVD-whiter - LCD-

genx-17

for contact: 71707819

Admiral washing

machine lo-k suitable

for big hotel.  New in

it’s C made in USA. for

more information

contact by the following

mobile number

71722865 

Have you sought

treatment  without an

actual medicine. Now,

you can! For more

information on the

ancient Chinese

pharaohs art  of healing.

Call Dr.A.Latif

A.Mageeda consultant

in Yoga,magnet therapy

and Acupressure at :

73524031

BAIJU RAJAN, lost of

my Indian passport

no.E7088003, If some

one find it please

contact ME NO  MOB:

71179718

JIJU 

Lost items

Treatment 
Without actual 

Medicine 
Society 

Computers 

Vehicles

Real Estate

Job Seekers

Situation
Vacant

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for

packing, customs clearance, domestic 

& international forwarding air & sea.

Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder. 

Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /

216048 / 407905

ITS Global Logistics,  Tel: 967-

1-218142 (5 lines) Fax: 967-

1209940, Email: itsgroup@y.net.ye

itsglobalogistic @y.net.ye P. O. Box

25159, Sana’a., R.O.Y. Business

Development, 73217750, Customer

Service: 73212272 Operations:

73217752 Exemptions 73214700.

Global Logistic Solutions

International Fright Forwarding

(Land/Sea/ Air). Weather Proof

Packing, Removals & Warehousing

International Door-to-door services

(Worldwide). Customs clearance,

Exemptions,

www.ITSGLOBALOGISTICS.

COM

YEMEN PACKING &

FORWARDING CO.(YEMPAC

CARGO)  Tel: 967-1-208898, Fax:

967-1-208897 

E-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.

Operations: 408518/7904603 

Sales & Mkt: 408517/ 73208898,

Clearance: 408518.

Global Logistic Solutions

International Fright Forwarders

(Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof

Packing, removals & Warehousing

International Door-to-door services

(Worldwide). Customs clearance,

Exemption

Cargo ®∫s

Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism.

For domestic & international air

tickets with price busters all airlines. 

Tel: 219890/ 270750

Alkumaim Trading Center Hadda st.

Travels

Classifieds15
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ORIENTAL GEOLOGICAL
ENGINEERING COMPANY

Water well drilling & testing

Groundwater investigation

Geological exploration

Fuel & water storage tanks

Water treatment, water

supply & distribution system

Sewage treatment plants &

collection networks

Geotechnical investigation

Soil  and rock tests

Soil improvement & pile

foundation

Groundwater dewatering

Applied surveying & mapping

Geophysical surveying & well

logging

Fax: 02-232313, 02-231377, Aden - Yemen

E-mail: zwx002@hotmail.com

Chinese Company

Tel.: 967-1-208898 - 408518

Fax: 208897, 

Email: yempac@y.net.ye

P.O.Box: 3366.

SANA’A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.

WEB:http/www.yempac.com.

THE BEST IN
PACKING & 

FORWARDING

«_≠Cq ≠w «∞∑GKOn Ë«∞MIq ≠w «∞OLs

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade

191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident

(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs

252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,

Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station

282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent

203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082 

Egypt Air               273452/275061

Gulf Air 440922

Lufthansa                     213400/219252

Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:

Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824  Tel.967-1-260823

Head Office: Al-Zubiry St.                274371/2/3

Al-Qasr St. 272802/1/20

Aden : Al-Ma’alla St: 02/247402/3/4

Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.: 03/219506/7

Taiz Al-Mugama’a St.:       04/210568/9/50

Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St.    05/352917-306560

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain

Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank 274310/1

Yemeni Islamic Bank Sana’a: 401552-205678

Taiz: 251816

Hodeidah: 213517

YBRD 271623/4

Hertz Rent a Car                    Sana’a: 01-440309

Aden: 02-245625 

Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car     417346-7927920

Abu Riyadh CO. Sana’a: 410594

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791

MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080

NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 

OPEL / GM 203075

SUZUKI 02 - 346000

TOYOTA 445362/3

APTECH_ Sana’a: 01 -446880

Computer Education              Aden: 02-237199

(Internet Focussed Taiz: 04-250343

Curriculum, E-commerce,   Mukalla: 05-307492

ISO 9001 Certified) Hodeidah: 03-206998

American Academic Institute 249294

CMT House                              Tel:967-(0) 1 - 513648

Infinit Education                                        Tel:444553

German Language Institute 200945

Modern British Institute (University Branch)  203689

New Horizons Computer _

Learning Centers Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9

NIIT Q u a l i t y _  

C o m p u t e r E d u c a t i o n Tel. 445518/7-442073

The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812

Sana’a: 441024/5, Aden:243124

Hodeidah:219643,  Ibb:406882

Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177

Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988

Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469

Shabua: 202326

Tel. 448541/448543

Fax: 00967 1 448542

Mobile: 00967 73 200 654

Sana’a: 416751

Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas                         602408

Shehab Dental Center                 400443/218824

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders                    407905

Al-Rawahil Olympia 278674/7909110

Aramex Sana’a: 441024/5

Griffin Logistics Ltd. Sana’a: 440166

Gulf Air Cargo 440891/344467

ITS Global Logistics 218142

Marib Travel & Tourism      

(Cargo Division)    441109/126  Fax: 440733 

Yempac Sana’a 208898-408518

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery) 

Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116

Modern German Hospital Tel. 600000/602008

E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com   Fax. 601889

The First Consultant center for the skin, 

venerial Diseases & Infertility            205517-73807737

Orthopedic & plastic specialist Hospital+967-1-633922

E-mail:orthosp@hotmail.com

Al-Jumhury Hospital                           274285

Al-Thawra Hospital 246366

Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

SANA’A:

Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230

Best Western Hadda Hotel:             415212/5

Hadda Town: 415900

Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8

ADEN:

Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5

Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055

Arab Insurance Company Sana’a 606810/1/2/3/4/5 Fax /6

Aden:257875-260827, Taiz; 260744 , 

Hodeidah: 279672/3, Mukalla: 309744,  Abyan: 604030

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.)

Sana’a 272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476

Taiz 250029               Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13

Aden: 255668                           Taiz:240927/34

Hodeidah: 219545/8

Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co. 264263

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, 

5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,

Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345             Mukalla: 304292,

Hodeidah: 261839/17

Al-shaibani restaurant super delux Tel: 266375 - 505290

Fax:267619

Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)

Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769

Chilli House Rest. for brost, Cabab etc.. 73568079

Canadian International School          418510 , 423364

International Turkish Schools     Sana'a         448258/9

Taiz     205593

Al-Hussein National Schools                  412826/7

Sam Yemen International School       Diplomatic Area 

Tel: 440353-440354           fax: 440355

Al-Majd Yemen School 206159

Middle East Modern School 447118

The English School                              419308

Tulip School   412249

Ienshams Modern school    671275, 671140

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. 01-422610

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French -

German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-

Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

Abu Yaser Travel&Tourism tel:611560

Falcon Business Travel Center Tel: 446250 Fax: 446251

Al-Nasim Travel 270750

Al-Sunidar  Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808

Apollo Business Travel Center   Tel. 444000/888

Arabian Peninsula T & T Tel. 414755/410302

Fax: 414798  

Murjan Travel       Fax : 400555  Tel/ 216028 / 466881

Universal Business Travel Center    Tel: 441158/9/60

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      Tel. 01 -

417441 Fax: 412039

University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen Arwa University                   449971/2

Sana’a University                            250553/4/5

Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885

UNIVERSITIES

TRAVEL

Translations

Supermarket

SCHOOLS

RESTAURANT

INSURANCE COMPANIES

HOTELS

HOSPITALS

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

DENTAL CLINIC

COURIERS

COMPUTER EDUCATION

AND INSTITUTES

CAR SHOWROOMS 

& SPARE PARTS

CAR RENTAL

BANKS

AIRLINES

 

Per line, Per year $300 Only

√̧Æ‡‡U
Â±NL‡‡W

To particepate 
contact: 71200540

CALYON
Corporate and Investment Bank

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

For Sale Required  Available For Lease   For Hire/Rent  Job Require  Situation Vacant
Others

Details: 

Contact Address:

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. contact Mr. Rashid, 268661/2/3, 71200540
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ÅMFU¡ - ®U̧Ÿ �bÁ - √±UÂ ±dØe «∞JLOr «∞∑πU̧Í
¢KHuÊ: 573662 - 092505
≠UØf : 916762
’.» : 5645
ey.ten.nemey@inabiahs :liamE
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Al-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX

Haddah st. infront of  Al- Komaim Center

Tel: 266375 - 505290

Fax: 267619

P.O Box: 5465

«∞FOs √̈Kv §u≥d… ≠∫U≠k ́KONU

≤EU̧«‹ ≤b¥r
≤∫j °Q¥bØr î∂d… 54 ßMt

¥u§b ∞b¥MU √©∂U¡ ±∑ªBBuÊ ≠w ©V Ë§d«•W «∞FOuÊ 
±∑u«§bËÊ îö‰ «∞H∑dÁ «∞LºUzOW

®U̧Ÿ ́Kw ́∂b «∞LGMw §u«̧ ±Fd÷ ̧«œË - «∞∑∫d¥d - ÅMFU¡ - ¢KHuÊ 29699117 - 69935717

¢ªHOi 51% ́Mb ®d«¡ «∞MEU̧Á∞∫U±q ≥c« «ùö́Ê

suzuki car-leana
- 4  Doors.

- 5  Passengers.

- 16 Cylinders.

- 16 Valves.

- 1600 CC.

- 105 Power Horse.

- Gulf Specifications.

- ABS Brakes system.

- Conditioner.

- Radio Cassette, CD.

- Electronic Code for preventing robbery.

- Attractive Price.

for fuller information and contact call at

73670361 or 71704391

Car for sale

TransGlobal logistics & Services Ltd.

Worldwide Movers

Tel: 01-444226/442135  FAx :01-442133

P.O Box 16884, Sana’a, Rep.of Yemen.

Email: transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website: www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo

Merry Christmas

Ahmed Muraisi

Real Estate Rentals

Tel: 733802855

To Those Who Celebrate.

Iwish you happy new year

Y.R- SANA’A- HADDA St. Tel: 01-240419- 504994- 504993,

Fax: 01-504955, P.O.Box: 19613
Ã Í - ÅMFU¡ - ®U̧Ÿ •b… - ¢KOHUØf: 914042- 499405- -10

’. »: 31691

Øq ±U ¢∫∑U§u≤t, ¢∫X ßIn Ë«•b..
®U̧Ÿ •b…, «±UÂ «∞ªDu◊ «∞πu¥W «∞OLMOW

‹: 702042 -  ≠UØf: 140862

Hadda Str. Sanaʼa Infront of Yemenia Airline,

Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
All  your needs All  your needs 

under one  under one  roof .roof .

±J∑∂‡W «∞e≥‡d«¡
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS

INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L

A N D  H E A V Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S

Petrochemical plants, refineries.

Heavy, light industrial plants.

Power and desalination plants.

Fuel and water storage tanks.

Oil fields ancillary installations.

Air purification for industry

Marine docks, harbours, deep sea

berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.

Pipelines construction and maintenance.

Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

High quality buildings & sports complexes.

Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

systems.

Sanaa
Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye

Aden
Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Printed by Yemen Times Est. for Press, Printing, & Publication
©∂FX ≠w ±DU°l ±RßºW ¥Ls ¢U¥Le ∞KB∫U≠W Ë«∞D∂ÚW Ë«∞MAd 

Prices of Yemen Times in Gulf Countries -  KSA: 2 rials, UAE: 2 dirhams, Oman: 500 baisas, Qatar: 2 rials, Bahrain: 200 fils

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

Traveling to Japan?
Book a room at  Ryokan
By: Irena Knehtl  
Email: iren_knehtl@yahoo.com 

AA
ryokan is a traditional
Japanese-style inn, which
has been a central part of
Japanese culture for
centuries. The earliest

ryokans were built along the Tokai
Highway for travelers journeying
between the capital city of Tokyo and the
Imperial Palace in Kyoto. The simplest
ryokans were actually homes offering
extra rooms for travelers. Others, more
elaborate, were offering little luxuries to
exquisite elaborate cuisine. 

Today, there are around 63,000
ryokans in Japan, of which 1,800 are
high quality establishments belonging to
the Japan Tourism Association. Many
are located close to hot springs. Besides
offering relaxation and calming views of
the gardens, the blue sky or the stars
above during the evening, the onsen
(Hot springs) are places to meet friends,
swap gossip and jokes, and practice

Japanese. Rooms usually contain
reading material in English explaining
the inn's history and ryokan customs. 

Gracious service is norm in Japan.
The Luxury Ryokan Collection (LRC) in
conjunction with Hong Kong
TravelOptions group, is a brand of 15
finest ryokans across Japan. It offers
added services at some of Japan's most
exclusive inns. All painstakingly selected
to launch the collection under the name
Luxury Ryokan Collection. Reservations
are available through LRC's web site
which allows visitors to obtain detailed
information about the collection of
ryokans for travelers with a taste for the
finest things in life. 

Unique both in concept and execution
it is meant to break the language
barriers and promote them
internationally. Reason that ryokans
were not readily available outside
Japan. Exclusive services include
interpretation from some 150 languages,
free mobile phone service,
transportation, guide, VIP excursions.

Key markets include the USA, China,
Hong Kong, Germany and United
Kingdom. 

Ryokans go back to medieval times
and are part of national treasures in
Japan, each with its own rich history.
Here once can experience the true
essence of Japan and where one would
want to return often. The exquisite
beauty and allure of the ryokans
themselves assure a memorable
experience. 
Web site: www.luxuryryokan.com 

Yemen and Japan 
Japan is the second largest economy

in the world.  Yemen remains an
important market for Japanese goods
and Japan one of the main single donors
to Yemen.  The Japanese assistance
has been instrumental to Yemen, and
begun to include municipality projects. It

continued to cover technical expertise,
infrastructure  projects and projects in
the field of education, health, training,
culture and environment. The focus now
is on projects related to poverty
reduction strategy,millennium
development goals, human security,
such as de-mining and assistance to the
most needy. In the future also
partnerships in the field of construction,
Japanese direct investment, as well as
assistance to Yemen`s economic,
administrative and financial reform will
be high on the agenda. 

Yemen participated this year in Expo
Aichi 2005 in Nagoya under the motto
“The Wisdom of Nature”. Some 120
countries participated. The Expo was
attended by some 15 Million visitors. It
offered an excellent opportunity to
introduce and promote Yemen to the
Japanese public and internationally.

Manual Carpets Industry: 

Painting portraits of
Antiquarian Monument

By: Adel Al-Haddad

II
ndustry of manual carpets in
Yemen has been witnessing a huge
development during last years. The
Center of Manual Carpets, which
was established in 1999, is

considered to be the first workshop for
industry of manual carpets in Yemen.
The center aims at qualifying orphan
boys and girls under the sponsorship of
Orphan Organization for Development
and Charitable Islah Society. The
Center trains orphan students and
qualifies them to be professional
handicrafts, contributing to and
productivity of the society. There are
many of orphan boys and girls who
studied in the Center and became well
qualified in manual carpet industry.
More than 24 separate training courses
for orphan boys and girls have been
taken place in the past. The Center
helps many poor and limited-income
families to improve their living by
getting new job opportunities. 

The Center is unique in its kind; it
produces unique carpets that portrait
many antiquarian monuments that
attract tourists. "We would like to show
our history through weaving on the
carpets." Abdulmalek Al-Wahibi, director
of the Center said. The most interesting
products of the center are sewing
historical sights on the carpets, such as,

the old city of Sana'a with its southern
gate, "Bab Al-Yemen."

Other examples include Dar Al-Hajer
(The Palace of the rock), Al-Mehdar
mosque, the thrown of the Queen of
Sheba and the Seiyoun Palace. 

The huge heritage and very beautiful
landmarks of Yemen have inspired

many artists to draw great tablets. This
is well reflected in the Center's
students who try to weave charming
scenes, which are portraying some
attractive landmarks and historical
buildings on the carpets. In this
regards, Abdulmalek said:" Most of our
products focus on Yemen history and
its most significant monuments." He
pointed out that their purpose of
establishing the center consists of
many goals. ''The first goal is to train
and qualify orphan students in order to
be handcrafts men and woman and
responsible for themselves in future."
he said. Furthermore, the carpets that
are made in the center are of high
standards and the materials used are
imported from abroad. "The materials
that are used are from wool, silk and
cotton which are all imported from
Egypt." Abdulmalek stated. The center
then exports the carpets to many
countries, especially to the Gulf
Countries.

Working on manual carpets takes a
lot of time of training and needs crafty

hands that are skilled and professional.
"The students start to learn on waving
carpets using local cotton until they
become professional", Abdulmalek said.
The industry process starts firstly by
preparing a good pattern of design.
Then the students weave the stitches
according to the design. Each stitch
consists of a separate, small piece of
silk or cotton threads, wrapped around
extended structural silk threads that
sprint the length of the carpet. Once a
row of stitches is in place, they must be
filled down to give the carpet the tense,
to have high quality. "As is known, the
silk is the most expensive fiber used in
manual carpets" he pointed out. 

It is worth mention that the Center
helps many orphans and their family to
cope with life challenges. The number of
graduates is more than 144 girls and
144 boys. The best students become
good teachers and trainers, in addition
to being skillful makers of carpets.
Moreover, they get 45 percent of the
price of the carpets they make. "Of
course, our project's income is used for
qualifying more students." Abdulmalek
said.

Inside a luxury ryokan with the kind permission of Luxury Ryokan Colletion

Palace of Seyoun

Students weaving carpets

To advertise please contact: 268661/2/3. Ext. 207


